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Rajapakse to oversee
tsunami reconstruction

New scheme launched as nation remembers disaster victims

V.S. Sambandan % M”W

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan President
Mahinda Rajapakse on Monday
launched a new programme
aimed at carrying forward the
unfinished task of post-tsunami

reconstruction.

from Peraliya in southern Sri

had symbolised the tragedy.
All over the country, a two-
minute silence was observed as
the nation remembered the vic-
tims of the tsunami. According
to official figures some 35,000
persons were killed or went mis-
sing when the tsunami hit 13 dis-
tricts along Sri Lanka’s
northern, eastern, southern and
south-western coasts last year.
Monday was marked by a na-
tional holiday and flags flew at
half-mast. Several ceremonies
were held all over the country,
including in rebel-held parts of
northern and eastern Sri Lanka.

Host of events
In addition to the official
| framatinme AIOAL Loa1
LunL LUy, INaUSs — 0o aomes-
tic and international — and pri-
vate enterprises organised
several events to mark the anni-
versary of the region’s worst re-
corded natural disaster.
Memorial pillars were being
erected in several places along
the eastern coast, special offer-
ings were made at places of wor-
ship and people lit lamps on
Monday evening to remember
the tsunami victims.
Overwhelming international
assistance has been promised to
reconstruct the tsunami-devas-
tated coastline, While the total
cost of the rehabilitation and re-
construction effort is estimated
at $2.2 billion, Sri Lanka has re-
ceived pledges worth $2.8 bil-
lion. Of this, $2.1 billion has
translated into commitments.
Recalling the international
assistance rendered after the
tsunami, Mr. Rajapakse said: 1
consider it both my duty and re-
sponsibility as head of state to
offer my own thanks and that of

Mr. Rajapakse led the nation

Lanka where a passenger train
was washed away a year ago and

HEALING TOUCH:

scholarship to a Tamil tsunami survivor in
Peraliya on Monday. The girl lost both the parents in

tsunami. - PHOTO: SRIYANTHA

the entire people of Sri Lanka, to
all those countries and their
peoples, and those foreign chil-
dren, for the great assistance
they rendered us at our time of
need.”

India, Sri Lanka’s closest
neighbour, was the first country
to send its relief assistance in the
aftermath of the tsunami. When
the disaster struck, Mr. Raja-

.

WALPOLA

pakse, then Prime Minister,
oversaw the initial steps to co-
ordinate national and interna-
tional efforts, including a re-
quest for Indian assistance, as
the then President Chandrika
Kumaratunga was abroad.

Massive global help

There has been an over-
whelming international pres-

~-

THE HINDU

Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapakse presents an award of
the southern coastal town of Thelwatte

the December 26, 2004

ence in Sri Lanka’s relief and
reconstruction operations.

The newly-launched Jaya
Lanka programme, Mr. Raja-
pakse said, would be carried out
under his personal direction. It
would aim at carrying forward
“with new and greater energy
the task of building the homes
and other properties destroyed
by the tsunami.”
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Rajapakse determined to start talks soon

Post-tsunami reconstruction tied up with
durable peace, says Foreign Minister

V.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO: The Sri Lankan For-
eign Minister, Mangala Samara-
weera, on Saturday said the
prospects of successful comple-
tion of post-tsunami recon-
struction and rehabilitation was
“tied up to durable peace.”

Reiterating Colombo’s com-
mitment to find a lasting peace-
ful solution to the decades-long
separatist conflict, Mr. Samara-
weera said the Government was
“determined to start talks as
early as possible,” with the Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE).

The President, Mahinda Raja-
pakse, was committed to finding
a solution through negotiations
which would lead to peace and
dignity for all, the Minister said.
He was speaking at a function to
launch the joint report of the Sri
Lankan Government and its de-
velopment partners titled “Post
Tsunami Recovery and Recon-
struction — progress, challenges
and way forward.”

The report listed the preven-
tion of deaths due to tsunami-
related diseases and the pro-
gress in transitional housing as
among the critical areas in which
progress had been made.

Over 54,000 of the targeted
60,000 shelters had been com-
pleted by November. The Gov-

ernment has projected that it
would take about three-five
years to complete rehabilitation
and reconstruction and fully re-
store  the servicess and
livelihoods.

P.B. Jayasundara, Treasury
Secretary, said the Government
would introduce a new pro-
gramme, Jaya Lanka, to coordi-
nate all development and
rehabilitation activities. The
present multiplicity of bodies in-
volved in reconstruction, reha-
bilitation, and other
development programmes,
would be brought under the new
scheme, he said. These would in-
clude the initiatives that are on
in the conflict-affected areas for
the past few years, The progress
on permanent housing, howev-
er, has been tardy with about
20,000 of the estimated 98,000
houses reconstructed. Availabil-
ity of land, the controversy over
the proposed buffer zone and
raw material and labour con-
straints are among the reasons
for the slow progress .

Yet another unresolved issue
is the actual death toll. There
have been conflicting figures
ranging from 17,000 to 35,000.
On earlier occasions, officials
had attributed the varying fig-
ures to double counting of those
missing and dead.
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A YEAR AFTER: Women and children of Peraliya in
Southern Sri Lanka at a tree planting campaign
ahead of the 1st anniversary of the tsunami.

~ PHOTO: SRIYANTHA WALPOLA



TLanka peace talks

in jeopardy.

COLOMBO, Dec. 24. —

Diplomats backing Sri
Lanka’s peace bid today
headed for falks with Tamil
Tigers in rebel-held territo-
ry to stem growing vio-
lence that' threatens to
derail the country’s fragile

cedsefire. “This is a cow¥

ardly attack. It is disgust-
ing,” Mr Hagrup Haukland
said adding that the cease-
fire was in “jeopardy”.

A day after suspected
Tamil Tiger rebels blew up
a bus killing 15 sailors,
representatives from the
quartet that includes the
USA, EU, Japan and Nor-
way travelled 'to Kilin«
ochchi, north of the capital
to hold discussions with the
Tamil Tiger political wing
chief SP Thamilselvan.

v

W‘“

Diplomats said the \\
chairs had a strong mes-
sage for the Tigers to fall in
line or face the risk of
being bantied across the
Europearn Union member
states. The EU had already
warned the Tigers that they
risk such an . eventuality .
after the group was held
responsible for the: 12
August assassination of
foreign minister Lakshman
Kadirgamar.

PM Mr Ratnasiri Wickr-
emanayake told diplomats
from yesterday that the
international community
must take measures to pre-
vent the Tigers from step-
ping up violence.

The Scandinavian truce
monitoring mission cHief,
Hagrup Haukland, . said
there were unidentified

elements in  the island’s

north-east who didn’t want
peace. Yesterday’s attack
against the navy was the
worst against government
forces sirice truce. went into
cffect from 23 February,
2002. :
Envoys from Asia and .
Eutope met with Tamil
Tiger rebels’ top political
leader today, expressing
concern that growing vio-
lence was threatening to
shatter the country’s cease-
fire, officials and the rebels
said.” “The delegation
briefed Mr. Thamilselvan
on the .,. concern over the
escala’nng violence and the
necessity to start talks on
effective unplemematlon of

‘the cease-fire agreement

since it is felt that the
(truce) is running into -
grave yisk,” the rebels said

on their Web sy _
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Colombo, Dec. 22 (Reuters):
Tamil Tiger rebels today at-
tacked two Sri Lankan naval
craft off the island’s north-
west coast, opening fire and
capturing three sailors in the
most violent incident at sea si-
nce a 2002 truce, the navy said.

Sea Tigers hid among a
fishing fleet and opened fire on
two approaching naval ding-
hies, capturing three sailors
who jumped into the water,
naval spokesman Commodore
Jayantha Perera said.

“They have come as fisher-
men and attacked the navy
craft,” he said. “We have also
attacked and we have captured
six LTTE cadres. ”

One sailor was wounded
and in critical condition, an-
other spokesman said. The
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE)— who control a
seventh of Sri Lanka in the
north and east and demand an
independent Tamil homeland
— were unavailable.

The incident took place
just off the northwestern dis-
trict of Mannar, close to a

IS
v

S

9 "2‘7] V1
string of islands linking Sri
Lanka to India, the navy said.
A search operation was under
way on land and sea to find the
captured sailors, it added.

“It’s very worrisome,” said
Jehan Perera of the National
Peace Council, a non-partisan
peace advisory group.

“This is another step on
the path to a return to war. The
risk of a return to war is now
greater.”

Mounting attacks on
troops in government-held

a strike

areas have been straining the
ceasefire toits limit, and many
increasingly fear a return to
the two-decade war between
the government and the rebels
in which more than 64,000 peo-
ple have been killed.

Earlier this month, 14 sol-
diers were killed in claym-
ore mine attacks on the north-
ern Jaffna peninsula — a gov-
ernment enclave hemmed in
by rebel lines — in the biggest
breaches of the ceasefire
to date.



V.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan President Ma-
hinda Rajapakse has ordered the
defence authorities to submit a re-
port on Monday’s violence in Jaff-
na, in which at least seven civilians
and three soldiers were injured, the
state-run Daily News said on Tues-
day.

Mr. Rajapakse, who is also the
Defence Minister, called for the re-
port amidst concern among a sec-
tion of the northern residents that
the violence was a result of the
“changed military leadership.”

“End harassment”

Violence broke out in Jaffna on
Monday when the Army stopped
near the Jaffna University a group
of protesters demanding “the end
of harassment of students by the
security forces.” The tension coin-
cided with efforts by the Govern-
ment to restart the stalled peace
talks with the LTTE.

In a change from its earlier posi-

Mahinda Rajapakse

tion, Colombo last week offered to
consider an Asian venue to hold
talks to discuss the implementation
of the ceasefire agreement. The
LTTE rejected the offer and stuck
to its initial demand that the par-
leys be held in an European coun-
try, preferably Norway.

A report on TamilNet on Mon-
day quoted an MP from the LTTE-
backed Tamil National Alliance as
saying that the “Government must

44y .L N
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Rajapakse orders prob into,,
violence in northern

Concern that it was due to “changed military leadership” & oU““

affna

stop all atrocities on Tamil civil-
ians” before the peace talks could
resume.

Though Jaffna is under Govern-
ment control, the LTTE has a sig-
nificant hold over the peninsula.
The latest troubles started with the
killing of two LTTE supporters “by
an unidentified gunman” two
weeks ago. Following this, a sus-
pected LTTE front organisation set
off claymore attacks, in which at
least 15 soldiers were killed.

During the subsequent lull in vi-
olence, a suspected LTTE front or-
ganisation, calling itself the
Roaring Tamil Force, on December
15 warned of renewed attacks
against the Army unless its de-
mands were met. One of its de-
mands was that “all military attacks
that affect the education of Tamil
students be stopped immediately.”

Another immediate reason cited
for the latest tension was the recov-
ery of the body of a 21-year-old
woman from a well near a Navy

camp in Jaffna on Sunday. /
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Jaffna, Dec. 19 (Reuters): Sri
Lankan troops and protesters
clashed in the minority Tamil-
dominated Jaffna peninsula
today, with one person shot
and wounded and each side ac-
cusing the other of trying to
provoke further violence.

The army said it had fired
into the air after protesters in-
cited by Tamil Tiger rebels
hurled stones at checkpoints.
Protesters said troops attack-
ed a peaceful demonstration
against army brutality and
beat up lecturers and students.

“They shot at us,” Univer-
sity of Jaffna management
student Senthil Ratneswaran
said in an overcrowded local
hospital, a suspected bullet
fragment still in his back.
“Some fell onto the road to
save themselves and they were
Kkicked. They are trying to... in-
stigate the LTTE to move to-
wards war.”

Hospital staff said it was
the worst incident of its kind
since a 2002 ceasefire halted
two decades of conflict be-
tween the government and the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE). One had been
confirmed shot and wounded
and 14 others were injured.

The injured included sen-
ior university staff who said
they had been beaten with

\
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army opens
in Tamil belt

A soldier stands guard on a
Jaffna street. (Reuters)

sticks and rifle butts. The
army said it had no details on
anyone being shot, but that if
troops had fired into the
crowd, casualties would lnave
been much higher.

Earlier this month, a «zlay-
more fragmentation mine at-
tack blamed on the rebels kill-
ed 14 soldiers in Jaffna, a city
cut off from the rest of Sri
Lanka by the de facto state the
rebels control and which the
Tigers want the army out of.

On streets bearing the
scars of past bombs and shells,
soldiers stood with assault ri-
fles and sticks, some obscur-
ing their faces with black ban-

THFE 17,

dannas. The army said the stu-
dent demonstration had been
aimed at provoking an army
over-reaction.

“It is obviously incited by
the LTTE,” army spokesman
Brigadier Nalim Witharanage
said. “There are people behind
the scenes who are trying to
provoke the army.”

The rebels on Saturday re-
jected an offer from Japan to
host peace talks with the gov-
ernment, saying they wanted
only to go to peace broker Nor-
way. Diplomats said a meeting
of the European Union, Jap-
an, the US and Norway in
Brussels today was likely to re-
sult in a “strong statement”
against the Tigers.

Diplomats say the interna-
tional community does not be-
lieve repeated rebel denials
that they have been involved
in recent attacks, including
the assassination of the for-
eign minister in August, and is
also angry at a November
presidential election boycott.

Over 1,000 people marched
through Colombo, demanding
the EU follow Britain and the
US and officially list the
Tigers as a terrorist outfit.
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WAR OR PEACE - .-

The only way to prevent war between the armed forces and LITE is to prevail on the new
President to give up his idea of a unitary form of government and work for a confederal
VJ~

N his annual Heroes’ Day
address on 27 November, the
LTTE supremo, Velupillai
. Piragaharan, virtually served
an ultimatum on the new
President, Mahinda Rajapakse,
that if his government did not
come forward with a “reasonable
solution” by the end of this
month, his organisation would

intensify. the struggle for a sepa--

rate Tamil Eelam in the New Year.
It was the LTTE’s call to the Tamils
in the north-east t6 boycott the
election that enabled Rajapakse to
become the President, albeit by the
narrowest margin. Although
Rajapakse said his government
was giving the highest priority to
the peace process, his options to
find a solution within the unitary
form of government are limited.
His commitment to protect the
unitary form of government in
vogue. since independence, given
_in writing to the Left-wing Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna and the con-
servative Jathika Hela Urumaya of
the Buddhist clergy, ensured the
support of the majority Sinhala
community to Rajapakse. The
LTTE’s minimum demand is ac-
ceptance of the Internal Self Gov-
erning Authority (ISGA) proposals
submitted by it two years ago as
the starting point for resuming
negotiations. The Sri Lanka gov-
ernment and the LTTE have taken
up firm positions on two parallel
lines. Parallel lines never meet.
The Japanese government’s of-
fer to host direct talks between
- Colombo and the LTTE is welcome
because neither side wanted -the
talks to be held in each other’s ter-
ritory. Norway’s compromwe pro-
posal of holding the talks in the
international airport near Colom-
bo was rejected by the LTTE as the
venue was under the effective
control of the Sri Lankan govern-
ment. What was envisaged, accor-
ding to Yasushi Akashi, Tokyo’s
visiting special representative, was
“review of the operational as-
pects” of the ceasefire agreement,
in force since 2002, and not a
review of the agreement as such.
Akashi did not meet the LTTE
leadership in Kilinochchi in defer-
ence to the wishes of the Raja-
pakse government which was en-
gaged in a comprehensive review
of the entire situation. The JVP

The author, a*veteran journalist
who retired from The Statesman,
is based in Chennai

and the JHU, electoral allies of the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party of Raja-
pakse, want a review of the cease-~
fire agreement. Rajapakse, while
wanting Norway to continue as
facilitator between his govern-
ment and the LTTE, wants Oslo to
give up its role as monitor of the
cease-firc agreement. The present
Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission
consists of representatives from
the Nordic countries chaired by
Norway. Rajapakse told Akashi
that he would/welcome monitors

from Japan and Sotth Asian
countries.

Elected on a hardhne natlonal?

ist platform and having won the
majority of Sinhala votes, Raja-
pakse had rejected the concept of
a Tamil homeland and the notions

of power-sharing federalism, ag- -

reed upon by the previous govern-~
ment and the LTTE in the Oslo
round of peace talks in 2002. He
had also rejected the idea of shar-
ing tsunami-related aid pledged
by international donors with the
LTTE. Liberal aid has been pledged
by the international community as
an inducemnt to both sides to
resume peace talks. The Post
Tsunami Operational Manage-~
ment Structure (PTOMS), a joint
mechanism the former President,
Chandrika Kumaratunga, - had
entered into with the LTTE, was

“abrogated by Rajapakse saying

only the “Jaya Lanka” reconstruc-

- tion programme run by Colombo

will handle tsunami funds. Reg-
retting the stand taken by Raja-
pakse, Kumaratunga claimed in
an interview: “I .am saying this
from the very bottom of my heart,
I feel it deeply in every fibre of my

body, that every single person who

opposed PTOMS will, very soon be
known by 8ri Lanka as the biggest
traitor this .country has ever
known. This was the beginning of
the solution, quite definitely..”.
More important is Rajapakse’s

refusal to countenance an interim
administration. Given his ‘well
known hardline pesition, no one
expected him to concede this
demand of the LTTE. While ruling
out short-term and long-term
solutions enunciated by the LTTE,
Rajapakse has not put forward an
alternative agenda for any mean-
ingful dialoguc except to say “the
political solution to a lasting peace
should be based on a consensus
reached through discussion

“among all parties linked to the

While ruling out short-
term and long-term
solutions enunciated by
the LTTE, Rajapakse has
not put forward an
alternative agenda for any

problem arid it should receive the
approval of the majority of the
people of the country”.
Pirapaharan said in his Heroes’
Day speéch that a critical evalua-
tion of Rajapakse’s policy state-
ment revealed that he Had failed to
grasp the fundamentals. However,
the LTTE considered Rajapakse a
realist committed to pragmatic
politics and wanted to find out
how he was going to handle the
peace process and whether he
would offer justice to the Tamil
people. Pirapaharan’s idea of a
reasonable solution is based on the
recognition of the Sri Lankan Ta-
mils as a nation, and of this na-
tion’s right to self-determination.
This is a question of Colombo’s
sovereignty over the Tamils living
in the North-east. The $ri Lanka

government surrendered its sov-.

ereignty over 70 per cent of the
north-east under the control of
the LTTE while signing the
Memorandum of Understanding
on the ceasefire with the militant
group on 23 February 2003.
Article 1.4 of the MoU says:
“Where forward defence localitics
have been established, the Sri
Lankan armed forces and the
LTTE’s fighting formations shall
hold their ground positions”. This

‘gave the LTTE the space and legit-

inacy to continue to build its par-
allel state structure within the
lines of control. The LTTE cele-

brated the légitimacy thus gained
by hoisting Eclam flags, declaring
a national flower different from
Colombo’s, establishing the Eelam
police force and courts of law and
even setting up customs posts at
the Omantha and Muhamalai
checkpoints to project an image of

.a separate de facto state.

With increasing skirmishes bet-
ween the Sri Lankan armed forces,
paramilitaries and the LTTE, the
situation is heading towards a re-
sumption of war. Rajapakse is re-
lying heavily on the 1987 Indo-Sri
Lanka Agreement signed by Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi and Presi-
dent Jayewardene which took
away Sri Lanka’s sovereign right to
freely enter into military or intelli-
gence relationships with any
external power other than India.

‘Article Z2.16 of the agreement says:

“The governments of India and Sri
Lanka will co-operate in ensuring
the physical security and safety of .
all communities inhabiting the
Northern and Eastern provinces”.
Ven. Ellawala Medananda Thero,
leader of the JHU, has urged
Rajapakse to place the country on
war alert.

Lt.~-Gen. Sarath Fonseka, newly
appointed Commander of the Sri
Lankan Army, recently visited the
Palaly military base in Jaffna and
key forward defence lines. Also
present at Palaly were the Chief of
the Defence Staff, Admiral Daya
Sandagiri, Commander of the
Navy, Vice-Admiral Wasantha
Karannagoda, Commander of the
Alr Force, Air Marshal G.ID. Pe-~
rera, Defence Secrctary, Gotabaya
Rajapakse, the President’s brother,
and Lalith Weerathunga, Presi-
dent’s Secretary. Two Indian navals
ships, INS Sukanya and INS Kir- -
pan, have just completed a joint
exercise in Sri Lankan waters in
the presence of Vice-Admiral Su-
resh Mehta, Flag Officer Com-

. manding-in-Chief], Eastern Naval

Command.
A week earlier, Lt.-Gen.B.S.

“Thakar of the Indian Army visited

Sri Lanka. India has much to fear
from a recurrence of warfare
between the Sri Lanka armed
forces and the LTTE. The only way
to prevent that is to prevail on
Rajapakse to give up his idea of
preserving the unitary form of
government and restructure the
island nation’s polity towards a
confederal arrangement with all

representative Tamil groups in Sri
Lanka. /l ‘



LTTE rejects peac alks offer

JOE ARIYARATNAM %
KILINOCHCHI, DECEMBER 17 €

ri Lanka Tamil Tiger rebels
S on Saturday rejected a

government offer to hold
talks in Asia aimed at averting
a return.to civil war, insisting
any meeting should be hosted
by peace broker Norway.

New President Mahinda Ra-

japakse has offered to meet the

rebels for immediate talks in
any Asian country, but not in
Europe. He has also angered the
Tigers by rejecting their de-
mand for an ethnic Tamil home-
land outright.

SP Thamilselvan, head of
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam’s (LTTE) political wing,
accused the government of try-
ing to freeze the group out of
Europe and of trying to con-
vince the European Union to
list it as a banned terrorist or-
ganisation. “The first round of

46 }s

The government is
trying to freeze

us (LTTE) out of
Europe and trying
to convince EU to
banLTTEasa
terrorist group

talks should be held in Nor- backon its predecessors’ refusal

way,” Thamilselvan told re- tohold talks outside Sri Lanka,

porters here. was not immediately availabie
“By living (in Europe), our  for comment.

people have established a cer- The Tigers have threatened

to resume their two-decade
.struggle next year unless

Colombo comes up with a vi-
€ power-sharing blueprint,
saying this is its last chance to
avert a return to a war in
which more than 64,000 peo-
ple have died.

tain place and status in those
countries,” he added, accusing
the government of seeking to
“sever our relationship with the
international community
sideline us.” The gove

But both LTTE and the gov-
ernment are poles apart, each
bickering at the other through
the media, and a surge in vio-
lence that has sparked fears of
a return to war is likely to con-
tinue, analysts say.

Nordic truce monitors on
Saturday blamed the Tigers for
shooting at a military helicopter
on Wednesday in the first attack
on an aircraft since the cease-
fire was signed in 2002 — a
charge the rebels reject.

“The LTTE is urged to do all
in its power to avoid similar inci-
dents in future as such incidents
can lead to serious conse-
quences jeopardising the cease-
fire,” Hagrup Haukland, head of
the Sri Lanka Monitoring Mis-
sion which over oversees the
truce, said in a statement.

"The truce is at its lowest ebb
after two claymore mine attacks
killed 14 soldiers earlier this
month. Reuters
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Colombo move a ploy
to isolate us: LTTE

Rejects offer of talks in any Asian country

V.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO: The Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) on Sat-
urday termed the Sri Lankan
Government’s proposal to hold
talks in an Asian country as a
“ploy” to “internationally iso-
late” it.

LTTE’s political wing leader
S.P. Tamilselvan told journalists
in rebel-held Kilinochchi that
the group stood by its position
that preliminary talks to discuss
the implementation of the cea-
sefire agreement should be held
in Europe, preferably Oslo.

The rejection came a day after
the Government announced
change in its stand that the talks
should be held only in Sri Lanka.

Mr. Tamilselvan said Colom-
bo’s proposal was unacceptable
and that the LTTE viewed it was
part of the Government’s “con-
spiracy” which included “influ-
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encing European nations to ban
the Tigers.” The rejection came
just ahead of a meeting of the
international co-chairs of the
peace process in Brussels next
week. The E.U,, the U.S,, Norway
and Japan are the four co-chairs
of the efforts.

After the assassination of For-
eign Affairs Minister Lakshman
Kadirgamar in August, the E.U.
said its member-states would no
longer receive LTTE delegations
and warned the rebels that it was

“actively considering” listing
them as a “terrorist
organisation.”

The E.U. also wanted the Ti-
gers to take “immediate public
steps” to demonstrate their
commitment to the peace proc-
ess and “willingness to change.”

While there is broad agree-
ment between the Government
and the LTTE on the need for
talks on the ceasefire, the dead-
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lock is over the choice of the ven-
ue.
The Government this week
said it was “flexible” and was
willing to hold the negotiations
in any Asian venue. Subsequent-

ly, Japan had offered to host the

talks.

But the deadlock continues
due to the LTTE’s rejection of
the proposal.

Talks remain suspended since
April 2003, when the LTTE uni-
laterally snapped talks, citing
“excessive internationalisation”
and the then Government’s “tar-
dy implementation” of promises
made during the six rounds of
negotiations between Septem-
ber 2002 and March 2003.

The highlight of the six
rounds was an agreement reac-
hed by the Government and the
LTTE in Oslo to “explore feder-
als models,” to find a solution
within a “united Sri Lanka.”




Tokyo’s offer reflects
Colombo’s stand ¢

Sri Lanka willing to hold talks outside the country \ \

V.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO: Japan on Sunday offered to host
direct talks between Colombo and the Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) to
“review the operation” of the ceasefire
agreement (CFA).

The offer by Tokyo’s visiting special rep-
resentative Yasushi Akashi follows a change
in Colombo’s position that the talks should
be held inside Sri Lanka.

“The Government told me that it is will-
ing to have negotiations outside the coun-
try, preferably in Asia,” Mr. Akashi told a
press' conference. “Japan is ready to host
suc  direct negotiations, provided the two

Ifes are agreeable to it and also with the
facl tators and the Sri Lanka Monitoring
Mission (SLMM) participating as appropri-

ate.” “What is envisaged is review of the

operational aspects, not the review of the
agreement as such.”

Colombo’s call for a review ran into a
deadlock as the LTTE insisted that the talks
be held either in rebel-held territory or

abroad. The LTTE rejected Norway’s pro-
posal to hold the talks at the international
airport near Colombo.

Mr. Akashi, who announced Colombo’s
flexibility after meeting President Mahinda
Rajapakse last week, said the new Govern-
ment was giving “the highest priority” to
the peace process and that was formulating
a “comprehensive approach” to end the
conflict, not merely an aggregation of the
transitional approaches.

In a departure from his routine as To-
kyo’s special representative, Mr. Akashi did
not meet the LTTE during his visit. “I have
decided to comply with the wishes of the
Government which is engaged in a very
comprehensive review of the situation of
peace.”

Asked about media reports that India
could join Norway, Japan, the E.U. and the
U.S. as a co-chair for the efforts to back the
peace process, Mr. Akashi said: “I don’t
think that question arises,” as the current
co-chairs had hosted the aid support con-
ference in 2003.
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‘Rajapakse for separating roles

of ftacilitator and monitor ¢ e R

’Vévernment, which is a facilitator
\ since the late 1990s, “ will not be

V.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan President,
Mahinda Rajapakse on Friday said
that the facilitator for the peace
process and the monitor for the
ceasefire agreement “cannot be
from the same country.”

The President’s view on sepa-
rating the twin roles currently
played by Norway was reported in
the state-run Daily News.

“There should be two entities to
facilitate the peace process and to
monitor the ceasefire,” between
the Government and the Liber-
ation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE), the newspaper quoted
Mr. Rajapakse as telling the vis-
iting Japanese Special Envoy, Ya-
sushi Akashi.

The role played by facilitator,
Norway, and the Sri Lankan Mon-
itoring Mission (SLMM), which is
a team comprising Nordic repre-
sentatives and headed by a Norwe-
gian, was one of the key issues
raised by Mr. Rajapakse’s election
allies — the Janatha Vimukthi Pe-
ramuna (JVP) and the Jathika He-
| la Urumaya (JHU). The two

11 DEC 2005 ThE

Rajapakse said he
would welcome !
monitors from Japa
and South Asia

parties want a review of the cease-
fire agreement, which was facil-
itated by Norway.

During his meeting, Mr. Raja-
pakse also told Mr. Akashi that he
would welcome monitors from Ja-
pan, South Asia and other Scandi-
navian countries, the newspaper
said.

On December 7, Mr. Rajapakse
invited Oslo to continue its role as
facilitator in the peace process.

The Norwegian Government
has said that it would hold consul-
tations with Sri Lankan political
parties.

Its envoy, Hans Brattskar, met
the LTTE’s political wing leader,
on Friday.

A Norwegian statement, howev-
er, said Mr. Brattskar went in his
own capacity “and not as a repre-
sentative of the facilitator of the
peace process.” The Norwegian
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carrying messages between the
two until consultations on the fu-
ture Norwegian role has taken
place,” the embassy said.

Indian naval ships’ visit

Meanwhile, two Indian naval
ships INS Sukanya and INS Kir-
pan, sailed into Colombo on Sat-
urday as part of a global goodwill
visit by the Indian Navy.

The ships have visited Singa-
pore, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Oman, and Vietnam and other
countries, the Indian High Com-
mission said.

Vice-Admiral, Suresh Mehta,
the Flag Officer Commanding-in-
Chief, Eastern Naval Command
will also pay a courtesy visit to Sri
Lanka as part of the goodwill visit
of the ships.

For the offshore patrol vessel,
INS Sukanya, Saturday’s visit was
significant as it was the first for-
eign ship to have reached Trinco-
malee for tsunami-relief
operations after the December
2004 devastation.
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Sri Lankan military leaders
allay fears of imminent war

Army commande/r says forces prepared for any eventuality

V.S. Sambandan

QWY
COLOMBO: Sri La;ﬁ{an milita
leaders on Friday allayed fears of
an imminent war with but said
they were prepared for any
threat.

In a joint press conference,
the Chief of Defence Staff (CDS),
Daya Sandagiri, described the
recent attacks in north-east Sri
Lanka as those aimed at provok-
ing the armed forces. “We have
acted with restraint. We will not
break the ceasefire agreement,”
he said.

The Commander of the Army,
Sarath Fonseka, the Air Force
Chief, Donald Perera and the In-
spector General of Police, Chan-
dra Fernando were the other
service chiefs who participated
in the press conference.

“It is basically a terrorist act,”
Admiral Sandagiri said, refer-
ring to the claymore attacks in
Jaffna over the last week. He de-
clined to describe them as acts of

) \~ \ \ Vivar. “It is an offensive act, notan

act of war.”

The CDS, a former Naval
chief, said there was “no sizeable
change” in the strength of the
Sea Tigers. The overall balance
of military forces, he said, re-
mained in favour of the security
forces. “There is no doubt about
it; we have the supreme posi-
tion,” he said.

Asked if he saw the northern
strikes leading to war between
the Government and the LTTE,
Admiral Sandagiri said: “I don’t
anticipate that situation. Terror-
ism does not mean leading to
war.”

The Army Commander, Lt
Gen, Fonseka said the Govern-
ment forces were prepared for
both conventional and uncon-
ventional warfare, depending on
the situation. He saw the possi-
bility of an unconventional war
in the east, and a conventional
one in the north.

The Air Force Chief, Air Mar-
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shall Perera said the LTTE's air capa-
bility was about two or three small
aircraft. Their strike capability, he
said, was restricted to something
“similar to a car fitted with abomb.”

Tsunami relief

Meanwhile, a year after their
homes were shattered by the Decem-
ber 2004 tsunami, a group of resi-
dents in Sri Lanka’s southern Galle
district broke into celebrations.

The elation by the beneficiaries of a
housing scheme promoted by the rul-
ing ally, the Janatha Vimukthi Pera-
muna is also the story of the political
and economic issues involved in post-
tsunami reconstruction.

“We now have some hope,” said Sa-
man Wickreme de Silva, abeneficiary
of the scheme about 80 km south of
Colombo. Sayani Kusumalatha, who
lost her father and an 8-year old son
in the tsunami, has now moved into
her new house with her husband and
two surviving children. Her face radi-
ates with happiness as she walks into
her sparkling new house.
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“

PIRABHAKARAN SETS 31 DEC. DEADLINE

LTTE chief warns

of separate

COLOMBO, Nov. 27. —
Sri Lankas top Tamil
Tiger leader, Velupillai
Pirabhakaran today issued
an ultimatum to the new
Sri Lankan Government to
come up with a “reason-
able” political settlement
by 31 December or risk the
rebels setting up a geparate
state. ¢
Meanwhile, Tamil Tiger
guerrillas armed with rock-
et launchers and subma-
chine guns patrolled mili-
tary positions in eastern Sri
Lamka today, hours before
their leader was expected
to outline a harder stance
against the government.
“This is our urgent and
final appeal,” he said. “If
the new government rejects
our appeal, we will, next
year...establish self-govern-
ment in our homeland.” He
said that the island’s new
Presidlent Mr Mahinda
Rajapiakse had “failed to
grasp the fundamentals
behind the decades-long

war waged by the (LTTE) .

Our (people have lost
patience, and reached the

Ve

AN
brink of utter frustration,”
Pirabhakaran said.

“They are not prepared
to be tolerant any longer.
The new government
should come forward soon
with a reasonable political
framework that will satisfy
the political aspirations of
the Tamil people. If the
new government rejects
our urgent appeal, we will,
next year intensify our

Ll .A }l x\:“'“iw;*
struggle for self-determina-
tion.”

Pirabhakaran’s  state-

ment comes two days after
President Mr Rajapakse in
his own policy address said
that he refused to recognise
the LTTE’s concept of a
traditional homeland for
the Tamils in the island’s
north and east and ruled
out a federal solution to

Al

State

sh§re power with Tamils.

Although he said he was
willing to re-start stalled
peace negotiations to end
the conflict that has
claimed over 60,000 lives,
Mr Rajapakse wanted to
widen the list of negotiators
to include other represen-
tatives of the minority com-
munity. The President also
insisted that he would
review the Norwegian-
brokered truce to make it
more stringent and rule
out rebel infringements
such as abductions and the
recruitment of child sol-
diers.

He said there was a vast
difference between the
position of President Mr
Rajapakse and the Tamil
demands for autonomy.

No threat: Norway

The chief of the
Norwegian-led cease-fire
monitoring group, Mr Hag-
rup Haukland said today he
saw no threat to the truce
between the Sri Lankan
government and Tamil
Tiger rebels ahead of
Pirabhakaran’s speech adds
aAPreport.
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“President Rajapakse’s quest for peace

The President’s ability to deliver on a
handles the twgpolitical extremes: the

V.S. Sambandan Q&JJ / )(\q W\

RI LANKAN President Mahinda Ra-

japakse’s Statement of Government

Policy made before Parliament on

November 25 is a reiteration of the
key points in his election manifesto, Mahin-
da Chinthana (Mahinda’s Vision).

The new President’s policy pronounce-
ments indicate his plans to change the crit-
jcal concepts on vital Sri Lankan issues:
conflict resolution and socio-economic
management. They represent continuity
with his manifesto’s promises of adopting a
tough negotiating position to solve the sep-
aratist conflict and pursuing populist mea-
sures to change the island-nation’s
socio-economic landscape.

Mr. Rajapakse’s prescription for conflict-
resolution reiterates the strong unitary bias
he had spelt out in his manifesto. It is one
thing to characterise the President’s ap-
proach to peace as hardline majoritarian-
ism. It is another to read it against the
socio-political backdrop of contemporary
Sri Lanka and the deeper issues that afflict
the island-nation’s polity.

In its own way, the policy statement re-
flects a contemporary Sri Lanka thatisstilla
nation in the making. To a large extent, the
co-existential angst of the main ethnicities
— Sinhalese, Tamils, Muslims, and the Plan-
tation Tamils — relates to the lack of a grass-
roots-led freedom movement. Added to this
is the elitist origin of the independent Sri
Lankan state. These, coupled with the com-
petitive Sinhala and Tamil elitist politics of
the formative decades of independent Cey-
lon/Sri Lanka resulted in the two ethnicities
choosing to stridently assert their respective
nationalities, rather than work towards a
pan-Sri Lankan identity.

Unsaid in Mr. Rajapakse’s quest for a
“New Sri Lanka,” hence, is the challenge he
throws at the elitist politics and constructs
from the past. This challenge, however,
should be no cause to justify the entrench-
ment of majoritarian politics — a risk the
President should explicitly avoid if he is to
successfully create his New Sri Lanka.

As a grassroots political leader, Mr. Raja-
pakse would do well to avoid the politically
convenient planks of the past that led to the
political ingraining of the Sinhala majoritar-
jan line by the early Sri Lankan political
leaders. A more viable option is to veer to the
more recent legacy of the outgoing Presi-
dent, Chandrika Kumaratunga, and of his
main Presidential opponent, Ranil Wickre-
mesinghe, who had largely agreed on the
need for a non-unitary state.

On the face of it, Mr. Rajapakse’s home-
grown vision for a “New Sri Lanka” accords
equal emphasis for all ethnicities. The key
issue, however, is the gap that exists be-
tween the minimum talking points set by
Mr. Rajapakse as the Sri Lankan President,
and those intractably held on to by the
state’s prime adversary: the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tayxﬁlelam (LTTE) and its leader,

o

CAN PEACE TAKE WING? Mahinda Rajapakse marks his assumption of office
as Sri Lanka’s new President on November 19, 2005. ~ PHOTO: AP

V. Prabakaran. At the very broadest level,
Mr. Rajapakse’s approach to conflict-resolu-
tion is one of accommodating majorities and
minorities within a multi-ethnic Sri Lanka.
This contrasts with the LTTE’s assertion in
1988 after the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord that
“the problem of the people of Tamil Eelam is
national problem,” which was “concerned
with the fundamental political rights of a
national self-determination of that people.”

Therein is the basic difference. As the
LTTE had refused to budge from its en-
trenched positions in the face of higher of-
fers, there is little reason to hope for an
imminent resumption of talks. His most dif-
ficult task would be to resume negotiations
with the LTTE, or, at the least, avoid a set-
ting that could be internationally portrayed

by the Tigers as a “justification to resume
armed struggle.”

The Policy Statement represents a set of
ideals for what Mr. Rajapakse sees as the
“New Sri Lanka.” These envisage, among
others, safeguarding the “unitary nature of
the state” and “people’s national identity”
with “maximum devolution of power within
an undivided sovereign democratic repub-
lic.”

Two guiding concepts for conflict resolu-
tion listed by the new President are: “con-
sensus” and “majority-approval.” Mr.
Rajapakse’s manifesto broadly sequenced
his approach as working for a southern con-
sensus in about three months and along the
line moving towards commencement of di-
rect talks with the LTTE.

TTE.

new peace process will largely depend on how he
southern hardliners and the L

RN

The highlight of his prescription for re-
suming peace talks is to convert the biparti-
san talks between Colombo and the LTTE
into one that is inclusive, comprising all
stakeholders. This is one more concept from
the past that Mr. Rajapakse questions: that
of the LTTE being the “sole representative”
of the Sri Lankan Tamils. Here also lies yet
another hurdle for the President to resume
talks as the LTTE’s intransigence on the
issue of separation is matched by its un-
diluted insistence on it being the “sole rep-
resentative” of the Sri Lankan Tamils.

The other hurdle that Mr. Rajapakse will
be confronted with is when he attempts to
translate his idea of “maximum devolution”
within a “unitary nature of the state” into an
acceptable solution.

As is evident, the most that the present Sri
Lankan unitary state has offered was the
India-mediated Provincial Councils system
under the 13th Amendment. The determina-
tion given by the Sri Lankan Supreme Court
on the 13th Amendment — including the
dissenting views — is a reminder of the legal
positions on the conflict resolution issues
that Mr. Rajapakse seeks to re-open: devolu-
tion within a unitary state and the concept of
traditional homelands, to list just two.

In his rejection of the concepts of tradi-
tional homelands and self-determination of
the Tamils, Mr. Rajapakse has attempted to
re-define the parameters of conflict resolu-
tion as they were set out by the LTTE and
other Tamil parties at the Thimpu talks in
1985.

‘While this could enable him to carve a
southern consensus, it further pushes back
any reasonable hope of resuming the stalled
negotiations with the LTTE.

His intention to appoint a commission to
“re-demarcate” the divisions, districts, and
provinces to reflect, among others, current
“political requirements” for democratic
grassroots participation in development is
another potentially sensitive issue requiring
further elucidation.

The President’s pronouncement on the
role played by the international community
also indicates re-visiting of the debate
whether an external player should be re-
stricted to “facilitation” or broaden into
“mediation.” The role Mr. Rajapakse has in
mind for the current facilitator, Norway, and
the manner in which he would like to “orga-
nise and strengthen” the “facilitation and
mediation” extended by the UN,, friendly
neighbours such as India, and the interna-
tional community require further amplifica-
tion.

The initial months of Mr. Rajapakse’s ter-
ure, when he moves towards reaching a
southern consensus, are likely witness the
re-opening of old debates.

The President’s ability to deliver on his
promise of a new peace process will largely
depend on how he puts forward and nego-
tiates the core issues of the conflict with two
critical political extremes: the southern har-
dline dissidents and the LTTE.
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COLOMBO,NOVEMBER 25

RI LANKAS new

president, Mahinda

Rajapakse, said on

Friday that he would
amend a ceasefire with rebels
to halt “terrorist acts”, saying
he did not believe minority
Tamils should have their own
separate homeland.

A 2002 ceasefire with the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam (L'TTE) has come under
mounting strain in recent
months, with grenades fre-
quently thrown at army posts.

“We are ready to start direct
talks with the LTTE,” Ra-
japakse said as he reopened
parliament. “This ... will be an
open and transparent process.
... We will review the present
ceasefire agreement to include
these aspects.”

Rajapakse, who is allied to

REUTERS PIX

hardline Marxists and Bud-
dhistswho hate the Tigers, told
parliament he opposed the
LITE’s demandfor a separate
state. “In place of the home-
land concept for one ethnic
group and the self-determina-
tion concept used to promote
separatism ... the solution will
ensure that this country is the
homeland of Sinhala, Tamil,
Muslim and Burghers—and

Uneasy truce: Ieft) LTTE Iader Velupiliai Prabhakaran; (righ

also that they can live in any
place in the country,” Ra-
japakse said.

He also said a previous
tsunami aid sharing deal with
the Tigers—currently halted
by a Supreme Court order—
would be scrapped and a new
administration mechanism in-
troduced.

Diplomats, markets and aid
workers concerned that work

A Kﬁ 1 Yes to talks, no j:o separate hometana, says President -
ajapakse to take a second
th Tigers

) President Mahinda Rajapakse

with tsunami-hit communities
on the east coast might be hit
by worsening violence will all
be closely watching Tiger
leader  Velupillai  Prab-
hakaran’s annual Heroes’ Day
address on Sunday. Analysts
say he might threaten a return
to war and possibly set an ulti-
matum for government forces
to pull back from ground they
now hold. —Reuters
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Sri Lankan Cabinet sworn in

V.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan President Ma-
hinda Rajapakse on Wednesday ap-
pointed a 25-member Cabinet of
Ministers. Besides, 29 Deputy Min-
isters and 23 non-Cabinet Ministers
were sworn in at a ceremony in the
Presidential Secretariat.

Mr. Rajapakse retained the cru-
cial portfolios of Finance, Defence,
Religious Affairs and Relief, Reha-
bilitation and Reconciliation (Tri-
ple-R).

The key change in the Cabinet
was the appointment of Mangala
Samaraweera as the Foreign Affairs
Minister in place of Anura Bandara-
naike, brother of outgoing President
Chandrika Kumaratunga.

Mr. Samaraweera (49) was Mr.
Rajapakse’s chief campaign manag-
erand a frontbencher of the Sri Lan-
ka Freedom Party (SLFP). He is a
second-generation political leader
from the southern Matara district.
He was a former Media Minister and
Cabinet spokesperson.

Mr. Bandaranaike became the
Foreign Affairs Minister after the
assassination of Lakshman Kadirga-
mar. He retains the Ports and Avia-
tion portfolio.

Though Mr. Rajapakse’s main
electoral allies — the Janatha Vi-
mukthi Peramuna (JVP) and the
Jathika Hela Urumaya (JHU) — did
not join Cabinet, their leaders were
present at the swearing in.

Mr. Rajapakse’s Tamil ally K.N.
Douglas Devananda, leader of the
Eelam People’s Democratic Party
(EPDP), was elevated as Minister of
Social Services and Social Welfare.
He earlier held the Hindu Affairs
and other portfolios.

Mr. Bandaranaike was initially

THE HINDU
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Rajapakse retains the crucial portfolios of Finance aml Lefence

EXCHANGING PLEASANTRIES: Anura Bandaranaike (left) with
President Mahinda Rajapakse after taking oath as
Minister of Tourism in Colombo on Wednesday. - PHOTO:

SRIYANTHA WALPOLA

named as the SLFP’s prime minis-
terial choice. He did not campaign
for Mr. Rajapakse citing his opposi-
tion to his alliances with the JVP
and JHU. He was the second Minis-
ter to be sworn, immediately after
Prime Minister Ratnasiri Wickre-
manayake.

Mr. Rajapakse retained the De-
fence portfolio in accordance with a
Supreme Court judgement that the
position was “inalienable” from the
presidency.

Change from past

In a change from the past, Mr.
Rajapakse did not name specific

Ministers for the main religions —
Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam and
Christianity.

Instead, he retained the Ministry
of Religious Affairs and named ¢
Deputy to assist him. He has alsc
done away with the practice of ap
pointing Ministers for specific re
gions.

Later in the evening, non-Cabi
net Minister Sripathi Suriyaarach
chi, resigned his post of Ministe
for Skills and Employment Promo
tion. He said he did not want t
“waste public money” by takin;

what he said an yom

ministery.”




ﬁajapakse keeps
defence

finance,

A\
b AxON GARDNER

COLOMPO, NOVEMBER 22

SRI LANKAS new presi-
dent, Mahinda Rajapakse, will
keep the finance and defence
portfolios for himself when he
unveils his cabinet later on
Tuesday, his media secretary
hassaid.

Rajapakse, the island’s for-
mer prime minister, has previ-
ously held the labour, fisheries
and highways portfo-
lios in cabinet, but has
never held the post of
Finance Minister. )

“Itis only two posts
(he is keeping). One
is defence, the other
one is finance,” said
media secretary Chandrapala
Liyanage. '

However a swearing-in cere-
mony to appoint Rajapske's
new cabinet was delayed until
Wednesday after heavy rains
caused flooding that displaced
around 20,000 people across
the country and he focused on
emergency relief measures.

Sri Lanka’s bourse plunged
nearly 15 per cent between Fri-
day and Monday following Ra-
japakse’s election victory, as
markets worried that the is-

9%

S a4 g & e
land’s peace process with the
Tamil Tigers would remain
stalled and Marxist allies could
force the government’s hand
on economic policy.

But the bourse bounced
back, firming nearly 3 per cent
on Tuesday. Traders said news
Rajapakse would keep the fi-
nance ministry had not unduly
worrried the market.

“There was probably little
choice in the selection of the
- Finance Minister be-
cause the best proba-
bly would have been
the incumbent, and
maybe the president
wanted someone who
1s aligned with him,”
said Dushyanth Wi-
jayasinghe, head of research at
Asia Securities in Colombo.

Former Finance Minister
Sarath Amunugama was
closely allied to former Presi-
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga
and issued a budget just days
ahead of last week’s election.

Rajapakse said he will draw
up a new budget based on his
manifesto, which pledged subsi-
dies on goods from milk pow-
der to fertilisers for the rural

poor and ruled out privatisation
ofkey state assets. /éa TS
A /e
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ed Sri Lankan Premier

New leader holds Sinhala hardlin:position and hawkish views on the ethnic problem

V.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO: Ratnasiri Wickrema-
nayake, Sri Lanka’s Minister for
Interior and Buddha Sasana and
Deputy Defence Minister in the
outgoing Cabinet, was appointed
as the new Prime Minister by the
President, Mahinda Rajapakse
on Monday.

Mr. Wickremanayake (73)
succeeds Mr. Rajapakse who re-
signed from the Premier’s posi-
tion to meet a Constitutional
requirement immediately after
he was sworn in as President on
Saturday. The other Cabinet
Ministers have not yet been
named.

I JVP non-committal

Mr. Rajapakse’s ruling ally,
the Janatha Vimukthi Peramu-
na (JVP), has not yet taken a
decision on joining the Govern-
ment. “We will decide later,” Vi-
jitha Herath, JVP politburo
member told The Hindu.

Unlike in India, the Sri Lank-
an Cabinet is headed by the Ex-
ecutive President, who is both
the Head of State and Govern-
ment and the Commander-in-
Chief of the armed forces.

Therole of the Prime Minister
is largely nominal, as the Presi-
dent is the head of the executive
and determines portfolio alloca-
tion and the size of the Cabinet.

Mr. Wickremanayake is a for-
mer Prime Mifiister (August
2000-De s nnn

OLD ORDER CHANGETH: Sri Lankan President Mahinda
Rajapakse (left) swearing in Ratnasiri Wickremanayake
as Prime Minisier in Colombo on Monday.

- PHOTO: SRIYANTHA WALPOLA

ceeded the late Sirimavo Banda-
ranaike after she resigned from
the position at the age of 84. He
is a senior vice-piesident of the
ruling Sri Lanka Freedom Party
(SLFP).

The new Prim¢ Minister en-
tered politics in 1960 elected
from Horana in southern Sri
Lanka, representiig the Mahaja-
na Eksath Peramina. In 1970 he
was appointed s the Deputy
Minister for Justce. The Presi-
dent M- " " gejs also from

uency.

THE HIND

Mr. Wickremanayake is
known to toe a Sinhala-hardline
position. The new Premier is al-
so one who is seen as holding
hawkish views on the resolution
of the decades-long separatist
conflict and the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).

During Ms. Kumaratunga’s
presidencies, he held the Public
Administration, Home Affairs
and Plantation industries port-
folios. The decision to appoint
Mr. Wickremanayake as the
Prime Minister appears to be

3
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taken at the last-minute, as his
name did not figure in political
circles until Sunday night.

Before the election, the SLFP
had named Anura Bandaranaike,
the brother of the outgoing Pres-
ident, Chandrika Kumaratunga,
as its choice for the position of
the Prime Minister if Mr. Raja-
pakse was elected President.

However, Mr. Bandaranaike
did not actively campaign for
Mr. Rajapakse citing disagree-
ment over the latter’s poll-pact
with the JVP and the Jathika
Hela Urumaya (JHU). According
to party sources, this weighed
against Mr. Bandaranaike being
named Prime Minister.

After Mr. Rajapakse’s victory,
several other names were doing
the rounds, including that of
D.M. Jayaratne, the general sec-
retary of the People’s Alliance.

Parliament address

The newly-elected President,
Mr. Rajapakse is scheduled to
address the 225-member Parlia-
ment on November 25 during
which he would outline his Gov-
ernment’s  policy, political
sources said.

A notification proroguing the
Parliament is expected later to-
night.

This is to enable Mr. Raja-
pakse make his Statement of
Government Policy in the House
at the commencement of Parlia-
mentary session when it recon-
venes on Friday.



Challenges before President Rajapakse

V.S.Sambandan 4 V-
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POLARISED Sri Lankan electorate has
spoken. On November 18, Prime Minis-
ter Mahinda Rajapakse won the Presi-

ency with a mandate that
simultaneously reiterates and challenges a num-
ber of stereotypes. Even the Tamil “boycott” in
the North-East, is a critical non-mandate of
sorts that the new President has to factorin as he
commences charting the roadmap for what he
describes as a “new Sri Lanka.”

First things first: the starting point for the
winner is to interpret his mandate. This verdict,
almost a political photo-finish, is somewhat
tricky to interpret. It represents the best pos-
sible under the circumstances. The multi-ethnic
electorate has neither resoundingly endorsed
the call for entrenching a majoritarian state nor
has it given a resigned nod for peace at any cost.

Mr. Rajapakse’s victory with the narrowest
margin in the history of elections for an Exec-
utive President makes it clear there is no over-
whelming support for majoritarianism of the
variety advocated by the President’s allies, the
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) and the
Jathika Hela Urumaya (JHU).

The message from the north-eastern Tamil
“boycott,” evidently on the diktat of the Liber-
ation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), is clear.
From the Tigers’ point of view, the conflict is one
best fought along clearly demarcated lines of
majority and minority nationalisms.

The third element of the mandate is the over-
whelming endorsement for Opposition leader
Ranil Wickremesinghe in electoral divisions
where the minorities — Sri Lankan Tamils, Mus-
lims, and Plantation Tamils — were in large
numbers. Equally important is that the majority
Sinhala community remains near-equally divid-
ed between the unitarist Mr. Rajapakse and the
federalist Mr. Wickremesinghe. This is a critical

9({\ v~ ~

Mahignda Rajapakse, in his self-defined role of
architect of a “new Sri Lanka,” has to balance
several contradictions. These arise from the
polarised mandate and his political allies.

marker for the new President.

A political leader with vast experience in the
dynamics of mass-mobilisation, Mr. Rajapakse is
now in a setting appropriate for his transforma-
tion into a statesman. Central to his successful
tenure at the helm of the Sri Lankan state will be
how effectively and painlessly he balances the
strong calls by his allies for entrenching a major-
itarian state with the equally vocal demand for
power-sharing by the minorities. At a glance, the
mandate can be interpreted as a politically-con-
venient consent for a strong Sinhala-nationalist
line, which includes an anti-West, particularly
anti-Norway, rhetoric. A statesman’s perspec-
tive would factor in the 48.43 per cent opinion
that runs entirely to the contrary.

The direction the Sri Lankan state moves in
will depend almost entirely on how true the new
President stays to his commitment given to the
nation at his inaugural. “From now on Mahinda
Rajapakse as President will not be a leader that
belongs exclusively to any single party or group.
I will not discriminate on party, colour and racial
or religious grounds.”

Central to Mr. Rajapakse’s success in his self-
defined role of architect of a “new Sri Lanka” is
how he balances the several contradictions that
arise from the polarised mandate and his politi-
cal allies. Needless to say, his poll-pact with the
JVP and the JHU vastly enabled him to dent
pocketboroughs of Mr. Wickremesinghe’s Unit-
ed National Party (UNP).
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The dynamics of ethnic reconciliation and the
President’s commitment at his inaugural, how-
ever, necessitate a seamless recalibration that
balances his vision for Sri Lanka and the agenda
of his political allies. Among the several ways out
could be a well-timed Parliamentary poll. This,
though, could be an expensive exercise for a
poll-weary nation and, more importantly, a po-
litical risk for the ruling party given the small
lead secured in the Presidential election.

The opening move for Mr. Rajapakse would be
to ensure the early commencement of the pro-
posed inclusive talks with “all those who have a
stake in the solution of the national question.”
On several counts, Mr. Rajapakse has the neces-
sary ingredients for his “new Sri Lanka” already
set out by the political leadership of the past 11
years — his predecessor Chandrika Kumaratun-
ga and Mr. Wickremesinghe. For, despite politi-
cal differences, Ms. Kumaratunga and Mr.
Wickremesinghe had made the Sinhala majority
aware of the need for political power-sharing.
The objections are largely from the extremes of
Sinhala polity based on the fear that federalism
equals secession.

The polarised electorate, with the unitarists
narrowly nudging out the federalists, is another
factor Mr. Rajapakse would consider during his
proposed consensus talks. More so given the
need to present an acceptable southern position
that will enable him to re-start talks with the
Tigers.

Another challenge for Mr. Rajapakse is to re-
define the existing conflict-resolution param-
eters — the role of the facilitator, Norway, the
ceasefire agreement and its monitoring
mechanism.

The new President’s “appeal to India and oth-
er friendly Asian neighbours as well as the in-
ternational community,” to help Sri Lanka reach
“an honourable peace,” could be a sign of things
to come. However, the Rajapakse Presidency is
still in its infancy and it is too early for it to
elaborate on so sensitive and emotional an issue.

Critical to his impending negotiations with
the LTTE would be how Mr. Rajapakse handles
his electoral allies and foes as well as the tact
with which he crafts a ‘southern consensus’ that
cannot be portrayed internationally by the Ti-
gers as one that “falls short of Tamil aspira-
tions.” The November 27 “Heroes Day” speech
by the LTTE leader is one to be watched for
parameters to be set by the Tigers for their
engagement with Sri Lanka’s new President.

With regard to conflict resolution, Mr. Raja-
pakse’s mandate is one best described in his own
phrase — “for an honourable peace.”

Economic issues

Silencing the guns of war, however, is mea-
ningless unless bayonets melt into ploughs.
Hence, it is equally important for Mr. Rajapakse
to ensure economic development flows to the
under-developed regions across the country.
Massive development of the strife-torn districts
of the North-East, which lag behind by decades,
is the crying need of the hour.

Outside the North-East, the poll result clearly
indicates the preference for Mr. Rajapakse in the
under-developed regions and among sections
that have little say in economic dynamics. The
overwhelming endorsement of Mr. Rajapakse in
rural pockets has more to do with the basic
realities of economic hardship than intangible
constructs such as the structure of a state — be it
unitary or federal. The election of Mr. Rajapakse
to the highest political office also implies the
continuity of a left-of-centre political and eco-
nomic thinking, but tempered by the times.

It is such a well-calibrated interpretation of
mandate that the new President will have to take
to the drawing board when he charts out his
project for a “new Sri Lanka.”

Creating the Sri Lanka of President Rajapaks-
e’s aspirations necessarily requires the discard-
ing of several existing moulds: majority
apprehensions over political power-sharing,
mutual distrust between the ethnic groups, fes-
tering wounds of ethnic discord, skewed eco-
nomic development, and, above all, the bitter
bipartisan politics of the ruling Sri Lanka Free-
dom Party and the UNP.

The “new Sri Lanka” could be built on several
positive island-wide constructs: the mutually-
felt need for honourable ethnic co-existence,
vast social similarities and, above all, the over-
arching attribute of a joie de vivre that is so
essentially Sri Lankan. Now is indeed the time to
accentuate the similarities and submerge differ-
ences among the Sri Lankan peoples.

President Rajapakse has certain distinct ad-
vantages compared to his predecessors. These
include the longest spell of peace between the
state and rebel armies, an evolving economy, and
a mindset that is amenable to change. He also
faces the challenge of an entrenched rebel group,
holding territory and staking claim to a de facto
state.

In a nation that is still undergoing a painful
socio-economic and political churning process,
President Rajapakse made his decisive political
ascent after challenging foes across the political
spectrum. Now that he is vested with vast consti-
tutional authority, backed by the inherent qual-
ities of a mass-leader, the Sri Lankan nation
looks forward to him making good on the twin
promises he made at his inaugural: ushering in
an honourable peace, and emerging as an in-
clusive, non-discriminatory leader of a new Sri
Lanka.



| am willing to hold direct talks

with LTTE, says Rajapakse

President to usher in a “new Sri Lanka”; seeks international help

V.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s new Presi-
dent, Mahinda Rajapakse, on
Saturday said he was willing to
“engage in direct talks” with the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam (LTTE) and adopt an inclu-
sive approach to find an
“honourable solution” to the
decades long separatist crisis.

He also promised to usherina
“new Sri Lanka,” in which he was
“not the master, but the trustee
of the country.”

Mr. Rajapakse was sworn in as
the President by Chief Justice
Sarath N. Silva, at 1.20 p.m. here
on Saturday. Speaker W.J. M.
Lokubandara, Cabinet Minis-
ters, and leaders from political
parties allied to Mr. Rajapakse
attended the ceremony.

After the swearing-in, Mr. Ra-
japakse set a dove free into the
skies, symbolising his desire for
peace. “War is not my method. I
will initiate a new round of talks
with all those who have a stake in
the solution to the national
question,” he said.

In his first speech as Presi-
dent, Mr. Rajapakse emphasised
the importance of achieving an
honourable peace and appealed
to “India and other friendly
Asian neighbours as well as to
the international community” to
“assist” Sri Lanka “in reaching
an honourable peace.” The inau-
gural speech also gave broad in-
dications of the imminent
changes in his approach to con-
flict resolution.

On peace talks with the LTTE,
he said he would take steps to
accommodate “due representa-
tion of the interests of both the
north and the south in the talks.”
The current “bi-lateral approach
to peace” (between Colombo
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DONNING THE MANTLE: Sri Lanka’s fifth executive President Mahinda Rajapakse taking the oath in the presence
of Chief Justice Sarath N. Silva in Colombo on Saturday. - PHOTO: SRIYANTHA WALPOLA

and the LTTE) would be re-
placed with “a multi-party ap-
proach.” He said his
Government would “revise and
update the existing ceasefire to
overcome its defects.”
Special institution

Mr. Rajapakse also said he
would set up a “special institu-
tion” under his supervision to
rebuild tsunami-devastated ar-
eas, including those in the Ta-
mil-majority north, and east,
parts of which under LTTE
control.
For gr

h and development,

Mr. Rajapakse said he would
steer “a macro-economic policy
that ensures social justice while
opening ample opportunities for
the development of the individu-
al with the objective of building a
new economy that could take Sri
Lanka to a strong position in the
world economy.”

Mr. Rajapakse — whose main
allies included the Jathika Hela
Urumaya, a party comprising
Buddhist monks — also dispelled
apprehensions of religious mi-
norities. “There will be no state
interference in religious affairs.
The state has enough work.”
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The current facilitator, Nor-
way, India, Japan and the Eu-
ropean Union were among the
first countries to congratulate

the new President.
In his letter to Mr. Rajapakse,
Prime Minister Manmohan

Singh expressed confidence that
the two countries would “con-
tinue to work together in the
spirit of co-operation and good
neighbourliness that character-
ises our bilateral relations to
promote good relations and un-
derstanding.”

Norwegian Minister for Inter-
national Co-operation Erik Sol-

heim said Oslo “looks forward to
continuing our close co-oper-
ation with the new President
and the Government of Sri Lan-
ka in a wide range of areas, in-
cluding support for efforts to
achieve lasting peace that in-
spires confidence in all Sri
Lankans.”

The Japanese Government
“strongly hopes” that the peace
process “will be invigorated with
a view to achieving a negotiated
settlement to the co

the people of Sri
eir new Prgmdent ?
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‘Lanka President

balances talks,
truce with LTTE

x» /-'
PETERAPPS ¢
COLOMBO | NOVEMBER 19 Q\Q

NEW SRI LANKAN Presi-
dent Mahinda Rajapakse was
sworn in on Saturday. He
said that he would talk to
Tamil Tiger rebels but that he
wanted to review a three-
year-old ceasefire agreement
and that militant killings
must stop. “I would like to re-
iterate my desire to engage in
direct talks with the LTTE,”
he said. “I want to achieve an
honourable peace.”

“The government is ready |

to review the ceasefire agree-
ment,” he said, adding that,
“This process can start as soon
as the relevant parties are
ready. Human rights viola-
tions, such as child abduction

- and murder, that are happen-

ing despite the ceasefire must
cometoanend.”

According to a rebel tran-
script on Saturday, V Balaku-
maran, a senior Sri Lankan
Tamil Tiger rebel said that
the election of hardline
Mahinda Rajapakse as the is-
land’s new President had
paved the way for a final
rebel victory. “Mahinda Ra-
japakse’s victory at the presi-
dential election has provided
the opportunity for Tamil Ee-
lam National Leader V Prab-
hakaran’s victory,” Balaku-
maran told the Tigers’ radio
station on Friday.

Balakumaran said the
election bought back memo-

Rajapakse waves after the
swearing-in ceremony in
Colombo on Saturday

ries of the 1956 election vic-
tory of Sri Lanka Freedom
Party leader S W R D Ban-
daranaike, or “Banda”,
whom they blame for kick-
starting ethnic Sinhalese vi-
olence against them that led
to eventual war, “It is because
of 1956 the seeds of the
Tamil freedom struggle were
sown,” he said. “It is true that
Banda is the creator of Prab-
hakaran. Similarly
Mahinda’s victory is going to
pave the way for Prab-
hakaran’s victory. Banda
started it. Mahinda Banda is
goingtoendit.” — Reuters
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Curtains on ano:thé{ dynasty

AGENCE France-Presse
Colombo, November 19

SRI LANKAS President Chandrika
Kumaratunga relinquished office on
Saturday, ending 11 turbulent years in
power and bringing down the curtain
on the Bandaranaike dynasty. She ca-
me to power in 1994 promising to abol-
ish the all-powerful presidency but in
the end fought and lost a legal battle to
cling to the office for a further year. -

During her time in power, the con-
vent-educated Kumaratunga presided
over a tortuous peace process with the
rebel Tamil Tigers whose three-decade
campaign for a homeland has cost
more than 60,000 lives.

In addition, during the final year of
her rule, she has had to grapple with
the political, economic and human
consequences of the tsunami last De-
cember that killed 31,000 people along
Sri Lanka’s palm-fringed coasts.

The daughter of two prime minis-
ters — her mother Sirima Bandarana-
ike was the world’s first woman prime
minister — Kumaratunga grew up liv-
ing and breathing politics. She once
told an interviewer that running the
country was like a “family business”.

But the “family business” has been
marked by tragedy. Her prime minis-
ter father, Solomon Bandaranaike,
was killed by a Buddhist monk in Sep-
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Chandrika Kumaratunga
Sri Lankan President from 1994-2005

tember 1959 while she was widowed
with two children after a Marxist gun-
man assassinated her actor-turned-
politician husband, Vijaya Ku-
maratunga, in February 1988.

She escaped an assassination bid in
December 1999 during a presidential
election rally here. She lost her right
eye, but went on to win the presidency
for a second and final term that ended
on Saturday. “We have suffered enough
as a result of politics,” she said after
winning the presidency in 1994. “I
don’t want to pass it down to another

generation.”

She pledged to abolish the presiden-
¢y within six months and revert the
country to a Westminster-style parlia-
mentary democracy that her parents
had supported.

But that promise soon fell by the
way side as Kumaratunga settled in to
use extensive powers to out manoeu-
vre her political opponents, but failed
to tame the Tiger rebels.

In 1994, Sri Lanka’s minority Tamils
had hoped she could end the separatist
war. But after failing to talk peace with
the LTTE, she unleashed a “war for
peace” policy and in 1995 waged an
massive military offensive against the
rebels. The rebels blamed her for caus-
ing massive damage to Tamil-domi-
nated areas and called her the “moth-
er of destruction”.

Dubbed by loyalists, however, as Sri
Lanka’s “daughter of destiny” Ku-
maratunga was criticised during her
career for her political somersaulits.
She also promised to halt privatisation
but presided over the biggest sale of
state assets, including telecommuni-
cations, the port and a host of other
utilities. :

Many loyalists believe she will now
lose her grip on the family’s Sri Lanka
Freedom Party (SLFP) as Prime Min-
ister Mahinda Rajapakse takes over
the country as well as the party.
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election of Mahinda Rajapakse as Sri Lanka’s
seventh President heralds a new chapter in the
country’s troubled history. The paradoxical factors
behind his hard-worked victory offer a hint about
how the plot may unfold. This was the closest contest since
Sri Lanka adopted the presidential form of government in
1978 — Mr. Rajapakse polled 50.29 per cent of the votes,
barely two percentage points more than United National
Party leader Ranil Wickremesinghe. A veteran politician of
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party, hailed as the ‘Lion of the
South’ for his popularity among the majority Sinhalese of
southern Sri Lanka, Mr. Rajapakse started with an arithme-
tic and political advantage over his rival by forging an alli-
ance with the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna. During the
campaign, he leant heavily on its unique combination of
radical politics and rural Sinhala appeal. But, in the final
analysis, it was the non-participation of a large section of
voters, ensured by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam,
that made the winning difference. To a large extent, Tamil
voters in the North-East obeyed its thinly veiled order to
boycott the elections. In Jaffna district, for instance, just
8525 of 701,938 registered voters (not all of them actually
live there) turned out compared with 305,259 in the 2004
parliamentary election. This cost Mr. Wickremesinghe
heavy — where Tamil and Muslim voters were able to exer-
cise their franchise, including in the North-East, they voted
overwhelmingly for him.

But what might have been is an academic issue now. What
is not is the challenge the LTTE has thrown at President-
elect Rajapakse. The LTTE, it is quite clear, sees its interest
in helping usher in an era of hardline Sinhala politics, which
will help it justify the pursuit of Eelam and enable it to
regain a measure of international sympathy for its project of
dividing Sri Lanka. The LTTE has hatched this cynical game
plan exploiting the stand of the newly elected President, and
his close ally, the JVP, against the 2002 ceasefire (as a
“short-sighted” move that did not take the nation into confi-
dence), and their more general pronouncements against
federalism as a lasting solution to the conflict. Mr. Rajapakse
starts out with extremely weak support among the country’s
minorities and the LTTE hopes to exploit this too. The first
task before President Rajapakse must be to reach out to the
Tamil and Muslim minorities, and to Mr. Wickremesinghe’s
voters, and assure them that he intends to work towards a
just solution that will meet their aspirations within a united
Sri Lanka. In his manifesto, he promised to adopt a “fresh
approach” to the stalemated peace process with the LTTE
based on the premises of “undivided country, a national
consensus, and an honourable peace.” Given the nature of
his mandate, the margin of his victory, and the complexity of
the national question, the road from here on will not be easy.
But then, no Sri Lankan presidency hasbeen abed of roses.
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Defeats Wickremesingkxe by a margin of 1.8-1akh votes, calls it a victory for peace

V.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO: Sti Lankan Prime Min-
ister Mahinda Rajapakse was on
Friday declared elected as the
island-nation’s fifth Executive
President.

Mr. Rajapakse of the United
People’s Freedom Alliance, who
is to be sworn in on Saturday,
told journalists that “thisisavic-
tory for peace and I stand by
that.”

Mr. Rajapakse was elected to
the highest political office on his
60th birthday. He defeated Op-
position leader Ranil Wickre-
mesinghe of the United National
Party in the poll held on Thurs-
day. The election was closely
fought with Mr. Rajapakse and
Mr. Wickremesinghe each win-
ning 11 of the 22 electoral
districts.

In an election which had a
73.74 per cent turnout from the
13,327,160 registered voters, Mr.
Rajapakse polled 4,887,152 votes
winning over Mr. Wickremes-
inghe (4,706,366 votes), with a
lead of 1,80,786 votes.

Mr. Rajapakse secured 50.29
per cent of the valid votes cast,
crossing the legally required 50
per cent mark by a margin of
28,632 votes. Mr. Wickremes-
inghe polled 48.43 per cent. -

UNP request rejected

Citing the “extremely narrow
margin,” the UNP had requested
Commissioner of Elections
Dayananda Dissanayake to exer-
cise his “statutory power for a
re-poll.” The request, however,
was turned down and Mr. Dis-
sanayake declared Mr. Raja-
pakse elected shortly after 1.30

.m.

The UNP, in a statement said,
“no candidate has a mandate” as
“hundreds and thousands of vot-
ers” who were prevented from
exercising their franchise in the
north, east and south exceeded
the victory margin secured by
the Prime Minister.

Mr. Rajapakse established an
early lead. In most electoral divi-
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sions the contest was close. For
instance, Mr. Rajapakse won the
Beruwala electoral division on
the south-western coast by just
12 votes.

Mr. Rajapakse’s victory was
largely a result of a polarised
Sinhalese electorate and the
“boycott” by Tamil voters in the
northern and eastern districts.
While Mr. Rajapakse scored well
in Sinhalese majority districts,
Mr. Wickremesinghe’s success-
es were from districts that had a
mix of the three main communi-
ties — Sinhalese, Muslims and
Tamils — or those in which the
minority Tamils and Muslims
were strong.

The President-elect’s jubilant
supporters set off firecrackers
and welcomed a beaming Mr.
Rajapakse as he arrived at the
office of the Commissioner of
Elections for the result to be de-
clared.

“Setback to peace process”

At apress conference after the
results were announced, Mr.
Wickremesinghe — a former
Prime Minister who signed the
2002 ceasefire agreement with
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) — described the
verdict as “a setback to the peace
process.” The election result re-
flected “a very polarised society,
without a clear mandate.” The
country, he said, was divided in-
to “those who voted for me, for
Mahinda, and those who could
not vote.”

Referring to his campaign, in
which he had “always sought a
Sri Lankan mandate,” Mr. Wick-
remesinghe said, “Unfortunate-
ly, there is no Sri Lankan
mandate. It is a divided man-
date.” On the course ahead for
Sri Lanka, he said “a lot of ques-
tions arise” and the nation is
“headed for a period of uncer-
tainty.”

Editorial on Page 10
More reports on Page 14
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A BIRTHDAY GIFT: Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapakse, who has won the
Presidential election in the island-nation, waves as he comes out of the office of the
Election Commission in Colombo. Mr. Rajapakse turned 60 on Friday. — PHOTO: AP
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Sri Lanka Votes, Torn by War and Tsunami
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COLOMBO, Sri Lanka, Nov. 17 - Sri Lankans voted for a president Reprints

on Thursday, in a race that came to represent a stark choice for a Save Article

nation battered by more than two decades of war: which way lies
peace and prosperity?

The road maps voters were offered could not have been
more different. Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapakse, 59, a
veteran leftist who has joined hands with Sinhalese
nationalists, proposes greater nationalization of the
economy and rejects sharing power with the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam, an ethnic separatist movement that
runs a quasi state in the north.

His chief opponent, Ranil Wickremesinghe, 56, is a former

the architect of a peace deal with the Tamil guerrilla group.

: [On Friday, Mr. Rajapakse claimed victory based on a

Saurabh Das/Associated Press partial count, Reuters reported_]
A Tamil in Batticaloa in eastern Sri

Lanka had indelible ink applied to

Official results are expected on Friday.
his hand before voting for

ident. 4 ;
presiden The Elections Department estimated the turnout to be as

high as 75 percent among the 13.3 million voters, but there
were no polling places inside guerrilla-held territory, and those in Jaffna, the largest town
where the Tamils predominate, were deserted.

hitp://www.nytimes.com/2005/11/1 8/international/asia/1 8lanka.html
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prime minister who is known as a free-market advocate and
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The Tamil Tigers did not call a formal boycott, but election monitors said the group's
supporters had sought to dissuade fellow Tamils, who make up nearly 20 percent of the
population, from voting. The Sinhalese make up more than 70 percent.

No matter who wins the presidential contest, there is already one casualty. The credibility
of a cease-fire between the government and the rebels, brokered by Norway in 2002, has
plummeted in recent months. Dissident Tamil politicians have fallen prey to assassins'
bullets, and rival Tamil armed factions in the east are fighting one another in broad
daylight.

The death toll in the conflict, which began in 1983, is more than 60,000. The Norwegian
officials who monitor the cease-fire have documented nearly 200 killings in the first 10
months of this year, more than three times last year's number. Foreign Minister Lakshman
Kadirgamar was killed in August, and while they deny the charge, the Tamil Tigers have
been accused in his death.

Peace talks stalled more than two years ago. Whatever hopes for reconciliation had been
fostered by the tsunami last December, which killed more than 30,000 people in Sri Lanka,
have since been crushed. Even a deal to share reconstruction funds fell apart earlier this
year.

"My husband is a cynic," Padmini Nanayakkara, 74, said Thursday morning as she stepped
out of a polling place here in the capital. "He'll tell you it doesn't make any difference.”

As if on cue, her husband, Vesak, 85, piped in: "Nobody can do anything in this country.
It's gone to the dogs.”

Mrs. Nanayakkara picked up where she left off. "I think it's a critical election,” she said. "If
you go to war again, the country will be really destroyed.”

Shaz Muhammad, 28, declared Thursday's vote to be the last chance for his country's
politicians. "This is my last," he said. "I'm fed up with elections. It's a crucial one; 1
thought I better vote this time. It's peace or war this time." He said he had voted for Mr.
Wickremesinghe.

A few minutes later, a supporter of Mr. Rajapakse walked out of the voting booth and
dismissed such talk as fear-mongering. Y. G. Banda, 68, rejected Mr. Wickremesinghe as
the representative of "an aristocratic party" and said he could not be trusted to bring a swift
peace.

Victory may swing in large part on the Tamils and their ability to vote. But preliminary
estimates from the Tamil belts of the north and east looked bleak. Where polling places
were erected, on the outskirts of Tamil Tiger country, tires were burned on the roads in
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what seemed to be an attempt to keep voters away.

"An almost total absence of participation in the polls and an atmosphere of violence and
intimidation in much of the north and east have significantly affected these elections,” said
People's Action for Free and Fair Elections, an independent group that stationed poll
monitors across the country. "It has compromised the democratic process and institutions."

There were grenade attacks on the eve of election day in Jaftna and the restive eastern
town of Batticaloa. A deputy election commissioner, W. P. Sumanasiri, said late Thursday
night that turnout among Jaffna's 702,000 voters was well below 1 percent.

The winner of the election will shape the direction of negotiations with the insurgents.
"There is a constituency in the country, among the Sinhalese community in particular, that
has concerns. fears. doubts about power-sharing,” said Paikiasothy Saravanamuttu,
executive director of the Center for Policy Alternatives, a research and advocacy
organization here. "What Rajapakse is doing is tapping into those fears."

But a vote for Mr. Rajapakse should not be read as a nod to war, some have said. "The
Sinhalese are cautious and conservative," Nilan Fernando, the country representative for
the Asia Foundation, argued. "They want a strong man as president,” he said, but "they
certainly don't want a resumption of war. They want peace talks to resume.”

Mr. Rajapakse has promised voters he will revise the 2002 peace accord and rejected
giving power to the Tamil rebels. Questions remain whether Mr. Rajapakse will soften his
position if elected, to avoid a full-scale resumption of the civil war, and whether the Tigers
would use a victory by him to justify intransigence of their own. A breakaway Tamil
faction whose forces operate in the government-controlled east has blessed Mr.
Rajapakse's bid.

"It has to be an honorable peace," Mr. Rajapakse said after casting his ballot, The
Associated Press reported.

As for Mr. Wickremesinghe, his strengths are his promises to revitalize the economy and
his role as a conciliator, but his greatest liability may be that many Sinhalese feel that he
was too lenient with the Tigers while he was prime minister. Tamil voters are critical to his

chances, so he would be hurt by a weak turnout among them.

Next Article in International (14 of 15} >
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Boycott mars
Sri Lanka
election |

P K Balachandran

Colombo, November 17 ¥A”\ - l?\ !

BOMB BLASTS and a call for boycott by
the LTTE had led to low polling by North
Eastern Tamils in the Sri Lankan presi-
dential election on Thursday.

No official estimates of voting in the
Tamil areas were available till evening,
but indications were that only a fraction of
the around 700,000 Tamil votes in that area
was cast. \)

But outside the North East, in the Sin-
hala-majority areas, about 75 per cent of
the electorate had voted by closing time,
top Election Commission official Rasika
Peiris said. Polling here was peaceful, he
said. The majority Sinhalas and the mi-
nority Muslims had been gung ho about
the election, in contrast to the Tamils.

According to unofficial sources, polling
was nil in areas directly controlled by the
LTTE, both in the North and the East.

In Jaffna district in the North, only 1012
votes were cast, according to a district of-
ficial. This was partly because there was
sizeable support for the LTTE there and
partly because of violence on Wednesday.
A resident said that he had heard explo-
sions and gunshots in the night.

The LTTE had called for a boycott of the
election since none of the candidates had
given any indication of solving the half-a-
century-old Tamil question.

In other districts of the North, like
Mannar and Vavuniya, where the LTTE's
writ does not run the way it does in Jaffna,
polling was much better, but fear of vio-
lence kept the bulk of the Tamil voters
away, sources said. In the Eastern dis-
tricts, the situation was better. According
to local politicians, more Tamils came out
to vote than expected. But in the LTTE-
controlled areas, voting was nil.

One Batticaloa politician said that up to
30% of the Tamils in the government held
areas would have voted. In Amparai dis-
trict also, many Tamils had voted. But
everywhere, the bulk of the community
chose to stay at home, probably because of
the violence. Three people were killed and
three Sri Lanka Army personnel were in-
jured in three cases of shooting and three
grenade attacks in Batticaloa district on
Wednesday. In Valaichenai in Batticalao
district, an ex-Tamil Eelam Liberation Or-,
ganisation (TELO) militant, S. Rajmohan,
was killed. In Kalmunai, a 44-year-old
Muslim businessman, Haji Ahmed Lebbe,
was killed. In a place on the Batticaloa-
Polonnaruwa border, a Sinhala Home
Guard was killed and his colleague was in-
jured in a grenade attack. In Irudayapu-
ram, three army men and a policeman
were injured in a grenade attack.
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“Elections and a nation at the crossroads

RI LANKA’s 13.32 million voters have a

vital task to perform on November 17.

The fifth Presidential election is about

much more than determining whether
Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapakse or Opposi-
tion leader Ranil Wickremesinghe will be at the
helm of affairs in the conflict-scarred island-
nation for the next six years. An entire nation is
at the crossroads.

At stake are several vital components that
define Sri Lanka as a nation-state. The most
crucial issue is whether the outgoing President,
Chandrika Kumaratunga’s legacy of a quest for
peace through devolution of power to the re-
gions will survive. Ms. Kumaratunga, as the first
Sri Lankan head of state to acknowledge that the
Tamils had grievances that had to be met,
changed the discourse of the ethnic conflict from
the earlier majoritarian viewpoint. Through her
constant and emphatic reiteration that Sri Lan-
ka is a multi-ethnic, multi-lingual, and multi-
religious country, she made a dent in the major-
itarian mindset and checked the destructive
rhetoric of the past.

The essence of the Kumaratunga peace pack-
age was that Sri Lanka would have to meta-
morphose from a majoritarian unitary state to
one that acknowledged the legitimate political
grievances of the ethnic minorities. This, as the
draft constitutions proposed by her made clear,
would have to be through changing the unitary
state to one that is a “Union of Regions.”

In effect, President Kumaratunga changed
not just the state’s approach to conflict resolu-
tion, but also that of her Sri Lanka Freedom
Party (SLFP), which was a party that saw the
introduction of majoritarian projects such as

CARTOONSCAPE
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vs Sambandan & 77 UM ' Beyond the rhetoric, Sri Lanka’s future depends

on how the victor in today’s presidential

election interprets the mandate.

‘Sinhala Only’ and standardisation into the Sri
Lankan state.

The reversal of Ms. Kumaratunga’s federalist
paradigm by the SLFP’s Presidential candidate,
Mr. Rajapakse — through his poll pacts with the
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) and the
Jathika Hela Urumaya (JHU) - in effect implies
a possible re-entrenchment of the unitarists.

Coincidentally, in a curious turn, the onus of
ushering in federalism now rests largely on Mr.
Wickremesinghe and his United National Party
(UNP) and its allies. To a large extent, it was the
politics between the SLFP and the UNP that
aborted the federalist project during Ms. Kum-
aratunga’s 11 years as President. It could well be
the time for politics of compulsion for the main
two parties — the SLFP and the UNP — to close
ranks if Ms. Kumaratunga’s federalist project is
to be carried forward. That both the main Presi-
dential aspirants, Mr. Rajapakse and Mr. Wick-
remesinghe, have promised a consensual
approach to the peace process provides the set-
ting for the working of a bipartisan approach.

The November 17 election is also to be seen as
a reality check on the popular acceptance of the
concept of federalism. In a multi-ethnic democ-
racy such as Sri Lanka, where the largest number
of voters are Sinhalese, a literal interpretation of
the term “majority” runs the risk of alienating
substantial sections of the people, thereby re-
entrenching a majoritarian viewpoint. A more

v\ Y

nuanced approach, which factors\in the sensitiv-
ities of various ethnicities in the tonflict resolu-
tion process, will be the first priority of the new
President.

Sri Lanka’s singular political evolution since
the 1990s was the mainstreaming of the JVP,
which had led two unsuccessful insurgencies
against the state. The mainstreaming of the JVP
is evident from its numerical rise in the 225
member-strong Parliament over the years. Crit-
ics of the JVP say that other than discarding its
violent face, it remains unchanged. However, it
is no mean task that the JVP, which once vio-
lently opposed Parliamentary democracy, is now
vying for high stakes through elections. Herein s
the next legacy of the Kumaratunga Presidency
— ushering in the human face of the state. While
the Premadasa-led UNP Government picked out
the JVP and its supporters resulting in the elim-
ination of its leadership, it was during Ms. Kum-
aratunga’s governments that the mainstreaming
of the JVP occurred. How much the JVP has
changed is now an issue that is largely within the
parameters of the democratic discourse.

The unfinished task of mainstreaming the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) re-
mains. The tenor of Sri Lanka’s leadership for
the next six years will determine the manner in
which this most serious chatlenge is addressed.

The developments since the signing of the
February 2002 ceasefire agreement — the Oslo
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OURSELVES INTO
THE CENTRE.

communiqué in which the Government and the
rebels agreed to explore federal models, the
stalemate since the LTTE’s unilateral pullout in
2003, the consequences of the revolt within the
LTTE, the LTTE’s proposals for an interim self-
governing authority and President Kumaratun-
ga’s Post-Tsunami Operational Management
Structure (P-TOMS) — are significant markers
that could help find a way out of the current
deadlock.

From the conflict-resolution viewpoint, the
Presidential election is also an electoral battle
between entrenchment of the unitary, and by
implication, a majoritarian state, and staying the
course on power-sharing leading to federalism
in whatever form, resulting in a wider, inclusive
state.

There are several external examples to draw
from to chart a non-unitarist statute for Sri Lan-
ka. However, the more any proposed change is
grounded on home-grown experience, the stron-
ger are its chances for acceptance and success.
Here again the promise of a consensual ap-
proach made by Mr. Rajapakse and Mr. Wickre-
mesinghe provides some scope for optimism and
the Kumaratunga draft constitution a basis for
further elaboration.

Yet another issue relating to the peace process
is the domestic reception to the role played by an
external interlocutor. One attribute of Sri Lank-
a’s conflict resolution experience has been a xe-
nophobic streak when it comes to peace-making.
This emanates from various groups with varying
intensity — be it the fierce, militant opposition to
the Indian involvement in the late 1980s or the
relatively lower key but still shrill verbal cam-
paigns against the current facilitators Norway.
However, a clear trend has been the lowering of
the Opposition to an external factor — yet anoth-
er attribute of the Kumaratunga governments.

As the Prime Minister’s main allies — the JVP
and the JHU — have minced no words on what
they think of the Norwegian facilitation process,
the public mandate would also be a sign of things
to come. At stake here is whether the path of
relatively lowered resistance to an external play-
er would continue or Sri Lanka would relapse
into the late 1980s mould of stiff opposition to an
“interventionist.” Needless to say, there is also
the need for discerning between the justifiable
opposition to solutions presented through facil-
itation and any opposition just for the sake of
itself.

The aggregation of these inter-linked issues is
whether Sri Lanka wotild prefer to continue on
the decade-long path of conflict resolution
through reconciliation or would choose to revert
to an entrenchment of the pre-1994 position of a
majoritarian state, This is one of several moulds
that are on test at the Presidential poll.

On the broad socio-economic front, the elec-
toral battle is also seen as one waged between
elites and non-elites. The voter Mr. Rajapakse
has aimed his campaign at is essentially the
common man. In addition to Mr. Rajapakse’s
left-of-centre political background and his per-
sonal approach, his roots lie outside Sri Lanka’s
traditional ruling mould. Barring the Premadasa
presidency, Sri Lankan leaders came from an
English-educated, patrician background. Mr.
Rajapakse, hailing from the rural south, at-
tempts to break this mould. The base of Mr.
Rajapakse’s main electoral ally, the JVP, is very
much a factor in determining this outcome.

Though relatively lack-lustre, the Sri Lankan
election campaign has now ended. It has, howev-
er, thrown up several issues that lie beyond the
rhetoric. These include the unitary or not debate
at one end of the spectrum and cost of living
issues at the other end. It is now time for a
polarised Sri Lanka to expressitself. e

More than anything else, it is the interpreta-
tion of the popular mandate by the victor —be he
Mr. Rajapakse, backed mainly by the majoritar-
ian parties, or Mr. Wickremesinghe, overwhelm-
ingly backed by the minorities — that will
determine the direction Sri Lanka moves in.



Close contest seen as...

Sri Lanka goes to the polls

Special arrangements made for voters from areas held by LTTE

V.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka is all set for the
fifth presidential election to be
held on Thursday. Voting will be
held in 10,486 polling stations, cov-
ering 22 electoral districts.

Thirteen candidates are in the
electoral contest for the highest
political office, but the main com-
petitionis between Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapakse (United Peo-
ples’ Freedom Alliance) and Oppo-
sition Leader Ranil
Wickremesinghe (United National
Party). Political observers see a
close contest, with the electoral
pendulum swinging from one main
candidate to the other over the
past few weeks.

Special arrangements have been
made to enable voters from areas
held by the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) to exercise
their franchise at cluster polling
booths located in Government-
controlled territories.

Commissioner of Elections
Dayananda Dissanayake said on
Monday he expected an 80 per cent
turnout. However, turnout is not
clear in the Tamil majority north-
ern and eastern districts following
the “disinterest” shown by the
LTTE and a virtual boycott called
by its front organisations.

“I am not an astrologer,” said the
Commissioner of Elections when
asked about the impact of the
LTTE’s position. Sri Lanka has
13,327,160 voters, a majority of
whom are Sinhalese. Colombo is
the largest electoral district with
1.4 million voters, comprising
11.02 per cent of the electorate.
Trincomalee, with 2.3 lakh voters
(1.79 per cent) is the smallest elec-
toral district.

Among the Tamil-majority
northern and eastern districts,
Jaffna has 7 lakh registered voters.
However, according to the Com-
missioner of Elections, the actual
number of voters residing in Jaffna
is much less. At the last poll, there
were 2.5 lakh voters from Jaffna,

POLL SET: Baliot boxes being transported from a centre to other polling stations
in Colombo on Wednesday. - PHOTO: SRIYANTHA WALPOLA

he said. The Vanni district with 2.5
lakh voters, Batticaloa (3.2 lakhs),
Amparai (3.96 lakhs) and Trinco-
malee are the other electoral dis-
tricts in the north-east.

Early on Wednesday, police
erected barricades near polling
stations and counting centres as
security was strengthened across
the island.

The security forces are on stand-
by. The campaign, which conclud-
ed on Monday, was by far the most
peaceful in recent times.

The total cost of the elections is
estimated to be around Rs. 930

Wt

million, which was spent for last
year’s Parliamentary poll also.
“Each vote will cost Rs. 75 to cast,”
said the Commissioner of Elec-
tions.

The Sri Lankan President is
elected through a preferential
vote. Each voter can cast his vote
either for just one candidate or
mark his preferences for three can-
didates.

To win the poll, a candidate
would have to cross 50 per cent of
the valid votes cast.

Otherwise, a second count is
held in which the second prefer-

ence votes marked in favour of the
two leading candidates is taken in-
to account. The process is repeated
for a third count.

According to the Presidential
Elections Act, in the event of a tie,
the victor is determined by draw of
lot. However, all previous elections
have been declared elected after
the first count.

Counting of votes is scheduled
to start in 710 counting stations
across the island after polls close
on Thursday evening.

The final result is expected by
Friday morning.
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he Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam, not a contes-

tant in the 17 November

presidential election in Sri Lan-
ka, by deciding not to support
either of the two leading candi-
dates, Mahinda Rajapakse of the
Sri Lanka Fre¢dom Party and
Ranil Wickremasinghe of the
United National Party, has in-
directly thrown its weight behind

the SLFP in the hope of further- -

ing its cause for a separate Tamil
Eelam. After a meeting with the
political wing of the LTTE, R
Sampanthan, leader of the Tamil
National Alliance parliamenta-
rians, said the Tamil people had
lost all interest in the coming
presidential election as their ex-
perience over the last five decad-
es had taught them not to trust

the leading Sinhala political par- |

ties or their leaders.
Message

While. neither the LTTE nor

the TNA, benami parliamentary
wing of the militant group, had
advised the people not to vote,
their message to the Tamil peo-
ple in the north-east is clearly to
boycott the election. The LTTE
decision is bound- to affect the
fortunes of Wickremasinghe
who was counting on the votes of
the Tamil people. Rajapakse,
early in his campaign, has sewed
up alliances with the. radical
Janatha Vimukthi Perumana ha-
ving its base in the rural Sinhala

country and the Jathika Hela
'Urumaya, a party promgged by
. the Buddhist clergy.,

The SLFP was started by
SWRD Bandaranaike, father of
the present President Chandrika
Kumaratunga, on a Sinhala-
Buddhist chauvinistic platform.
His introduction of Sinhala only
as the official language of the
country and Buddhism as the
state religion had alienated the
‘Tamil community and sowed the
seeds of separatism. Although
Kumaratunga steered the party
away from her father’s line and

went to the extent of offering a

federal solution to solve the eth-

‘nic problem, Rajapakse chose to
tread the path of SWRD in the
hopé of riding to power on the
Sinhalese vote who constitute 75
per cent of the population.

The author, a veteran journalist who
retired from The Statesman, is based
in Chennai

LTTE Holds

The Key In Lanka Presidential Poll

Kumaratunga, leader of the’

SLFP and chairperson of the

committee that drew up its elec-_
tion manifesto, kept away when -

it was released in Colombo. It
was the first time in the half a
century of the party’s history
that its leader was not present at
the time of the release of its
manifesto. Not only Kumara-
tunga, but also her brother and
Foreign Minister, Anura Banda-
ranaike, and general secretary of

the party, Maithripala Sirisena,
also stayed away from the func-
tion which was attended by fun-
ctionaries of the JVP and the
JHU. The manifesto said an
.ultimate solution to the ethnic
crisis could only-be based on a
unitary state. Rajapakse criti-
cised Wickremasinghe for weak-
ening the 'Sri Lankan military
forces by signing a ceasefire
agreement with the LTTE.

Manifesto
Wickremasinghe, in a letter

enclosing a copy of the UNP

election manifesto to President
Kumaratunga wrote: “I have
absolutely no doubt that despite
our differences and disagree-
ments, you believe, as I do, that
the only way a just peace can be
established is through a mean-
ingful devolution of power.
There has been unanimity bet-

ween the UNP, SLFP, LTTE and .

the international community
that devolution should be on the
basis of a federal framework,
which will enable the power

sharing between the Centre and

the Region.

The Oslo communiqué has -

spelt out such a framework for a
united Sri Lanka, and found

acceptance by -all the parties
mentioned. Qur , manifesto
builds on the Oslo communiqué.
The peace process is now appro-
aching a stage where a common
ground needs to be created bet-
ween the UNP and the SLFP, the
two largest political parties in Sri
Lanka.lt is vital that we do not
allow the peace process to be-
come the subject of political
division. Instead, we should seek
to build further upon the plat-

form of consensus that has al-
ready been developed between

‘the UNP and the SLFF. Future

generations will not forgive us
should we fail to seize this hour
and the opportunities it offers”.

The Oslo communiqué Wick-
remasinghe refers to speaks of a

“federal” solution to. the ethnic -

crisis Sri Lanka is facing. But the
section “Defeat to” Separatism”
in the 44-page UNP manifesto
only says: “We will bring about a
permanent resolution to the eth-
nic problem- through a political
solution bgsed on united Sri

.Lanka. A consensus reached

between the UNP and the ruling
United People’s Freedom Alli-
ance led by the SLFP on the eth-
nic problem, the agreement arri-

ved at between the government

and the LTTE and the Oslo and
Tokyo declaration, which .gua-

rantees the unity, democratic

character and territorial inte-
grity of Sri Lanka, have created
the framework of a solution
acceptable to all communities of
the country”. The word “fede-
ral”, crucial to a political settle-
ment, is conspicuous by its ab-
sence in the manifesto. It is not
surprising the LTTE has come to
the conclusion that it cannot

trust either of the parties and
their presidential candidates and
that-it has lost all interest in the
-election which it described as “a
futile exercise”. ' :

In an evenly placed race, the
Tamil votes can tilt the balance
in favour of the party backed by
the community. In the 1994 elec-
tion the LTTE supported Kuma-
ratunga which helped her win
with a comfortable margin. But
in the 1999 election Wickrema:
singhe could not win in spite o
the LTTE backing him. Kumara
tunga was re-elected with a nat
row margin, thanks to her cor
solidation of the Sinhalese vot

‘In both the campaigns, th

LTTE had decided to liquidat
the opposing candidates throug
terrorist tactics. In 1994 Gami
Dissanayake of the UNP w:
killed in a suicide attack by th
LTTE. In 1999 Kumaratung
narrowly escaped with the loss ¢
one eye in a similar attack.

Truce

If the Tamils in the north-eas
consider the LTTE's declaratio
of no interest in the presidentiz
election and abstain from votin
on 17 November, it will greatl
enhance the chances of Raja

‘pakse who has been concentra

ting on the Sinhalese segment 0
the electorate as Kumaratung:
had done in 1999. In the calcula-
tion of 'the LTTE, a hawkish
president would put an end tc
the uneasy truce which has beer
in force since February 2002.If
suits their secessionist cause
better. The JVP and the JHU

" main supporters of the SLFT

candidate, are totally opposed tc
any negotiation with the LTTE
and want the unitary form o
government safeguarded.
Wickremasinghe, on the othe
hand, would keep the negotia
tions going if elected withou
conceding any substantive devo

"lution of power to the Tamil Re

gion. As Prime Minister, he fail
ed to take forward the peact
process the Oslo declaratior
provided. Early in the campaig:
he has entered into alliances
with the Muslim parties and th¢
Tamils of recent origin, popular-
ly known as Plantation Tamils.
What he needs to pip Rajapakse
to the post on 17 November is
the votes of the Tamils in the
north-east for which the LTTE
holds the key.
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Plantation workers

root for Ranil

Community seeks better life

V.S. Sambandan

BANDARAWELA (SRI LANKA): Behind
every brew of the world-re-
nowned Sri Lankan tea lies the
sweat and toil of nearly a million
plantation workers — a minority
Indian-origin Tamil community
that backs the former Prime
Minister and Opposition leader,
Ranil Wickremesinghe, in the
November 17 presidential poll.

“Ranil should and will win. I
have no doubt,” said Gamini
Nandasiri, a Sinhalese truck
driver in the plantation districts,
who speaks Tamil and counts
several plantation Tamils as his
friends and colleagues. “There
must be someone who helps
plantation Tamils. That is Ranil.
It is from the leaves they pluck
that Ceylon Tea is sent the world
over. They need a better life. It
will be good for all of us,” he said.

The Plantation Tamils com-
prise about 5.5 per cent of Sri
Lanka’s 19 million population
and total 7.5 lakhs of the 13.32
million voters.

Traditionally supporters of
the United National Party
(UNP), Mr. Wickremesinghe’s
alliances with two political par-
ties representing the Estate Ta-
mils — the Ceylon Workers’
Congress and the Up-Country
Peoples’ Front — have ensured
that he retains the block vote of
this constituency.

The number of the plantation
Tamil vote base defies easy
count as the CWC has normally
contested under the symbol of
its major alliance partner.

Pathetic conditions

The sylvan setting of a tea es-
tate is in sharp and cruel con-
trast to the pathetic conditions
of the workers. “We will surely
vote. We will vote for the person
who helps us,” said a middle-
aged plantation worker, her lim-
pid brown eyes concealing the
hardship of a long day at work.
“The local UNP leader is a very
good person. He has helped us a
lot,” she continued, her weath-
ered, bare toes doodling on the
damp plantation soil. “We have a
lot of difficulties — improper
housing, lack of proper roads.”

THE hiiCy

Ao

b\ %

\

Y

Ranil Wickremesinghe

Successive governments have
spoken about improving hous-
ing and infrastructure facilities
for the plantation workers, but
they continue to live on the mar-
gins.

Prime Minister Mahinda Ra-
japakse, who is the other main
contestant, has promised a lot —-
a plot of land to each plantation
worker and free-hold rights to
the land where their dwellings
exist — to name a couple.

However, these have been
blinded by the over-riding real-
ity of Mr. Rajapakse’s alliances
with the Janatha Vimukthi Pe-
ramuna (JVP) and the Jathika
Hela Urumaya (JHU) — both of
which advocate Sinhala major-
itarianism.

Mr. Rajapakse draws support
from the traditional base of his
Sri Lanka Freedom Party
(SLFP). Jagath Kumar, who runs
a small road-side plant nursery
in the Badulla district, is quite
clear of his choice.

“Ranil favours only the big
traders, not us,” he said.

In the larger island-wide pic-
ture, the consolidation of the
plantation sector’s vote is signif-
icant for the Opposition leader.
The question whether this
would translate into victory
would largely depend on how
Mr. Wickremesinghe pushes
forward his People’s Agenda —
as he has named his manifesto —
against early indications ?jf}f(
impending  Sinhala-Buddidst
swing for Mr. Rajapakse.




Games a
LTTE plays S

very election in Sri Lanka has a non-contesting

candidate, you know who. The November 17 presi-

dential contest between Mahinda Rajapakse of the

Sri Lanka Freedom Party and the United National
Party’s Ranil Wickremesinghe will be no different. The
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam directs the political choice
of Tamil voters in Northern Sri Lanka; it also influences
Tamil voters, directly and indirectly, in other parts of the
country. At times, the terrorist group will openly back a
candidate or a political party. In 1994 it supported Chandri-
ka Kumaratunga for President, and in 1999 Ranil Wickre-
mesinghe. In both campaigns, it decided to liquidate the
opposing candidate — and succeeded in its attempt in the
case of Gamini Dissanayake, but failed narrowly in the case
of President Kumaratunga, who lost an eye in the suicide
attack. In parliamentary elections, the LTTE virtually deter-
mines the fate of candidates contesting in the North-East. In
2001, its cadres canvassed support for a spineless Tamil
National Alliance. In 2004, it went a step further, killing and
intimidating candidates opposing the TNA, and on voting
day, broke all the rules to ensure its clients won. The tactics
varied but the criterion for support remained the same:
which candidate would better serve the long-term goal of
establishing Eelam. This time, the LTTE has declared an
absence of interest, claiming that neither candidate has the
interests of Tamils at heart. Is this Morse for a Tamil boycott
of theelection?

Such a boycott in the North-East will greatly improve Mr.
Rajapakse’s chances of winning. The Prime Minister is on a
strong footing among voters of the majority Sinhala-Budd-
hist community. His campaign has aimed at consolidating
this with the help of the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna — a
party with a radical, rural Sinhala identity — and sections of
the Buddhist clergy. While Mr. Wickremesinghe has his
share of the majority vote, he is depending on minority
support to give him an edge in a close race. He sewed up
alliances early with parties representing Muslims and Indi-
an Tamils, What he is desperately looking for are the Tamil
votes of the North-East, where he is well regarded for craft-
ing, as Prime Minister, the February 2002 ceasefire. At first
sight, it seems strange that the LTTE would want to hurt the
prospects of one who gave it so many concessions, including
lifting the ban on it. A boycott would mean the LTTE has
made up its mind that a President Rajapakse will suit its
secessionist cause better than a President Wickremesinghe.
It is making capital of the Prime Minister’s anti-federal
posture to paint the peace process as a futile quest for Tamil
aspirations within a unitary trap. It is quite possible that the
LTTE, under the garb of indifference, continues to support
Mr. Wickremesinghe but does not want to make that obvi-
ous for fear of eroding his Sinhala vote base. There is surely
more to the LTTE’s professed neutrality in this contest than
meets theeye.
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In Sri Lanka, dynasty at the crossroads

Nirupama Subramanian

HEN SOLOMON West Ridgeway

Dias Bandaranaike, an Oxford-

educated lawyer, began the Sri

Lanka Freedom Party over half a
century ago, he may not have thought he was
setting the foundations for a modern-day politi-
cal dynasty, the democratic world’s first. He had
stormed out of the United National Party when
it became clear that he could never climb to its
leadership. Within a few years, riding a wave of
resurgent Buddhism and with sweeping prom-
ises to promote the interests of the religion and
its adherents who form the majority in Sri Lan-
ka, the SLFP was voted to power. That was in
1956.

A year from the 50th anniversary of that
event, the Bandaranaikes have for the first time
in the SLFP’s history lost effective control of the
party. With Sri Lanka’s Constitution barring the
President from seeking a third term, it was
known that Chandrika Kumaratunga, the out-
going President and daughter of SWRD, would
notbe a contestant for the November 17 election.
Her successor as the SLFP candidate, Mahinda
Rajapakse, also belongs to a popular political
family from Sri Lanka’s deep south — his father
was the trusted ally of SWRD, and, later, his wife
Sirimavo. But unlike his father, the younger Ra-
japakse was not content with being the loyal
factotum for ever, and made no secret of his
ambition to take charge of the party some day.

With his nomination, he has come close to
realising his ambition; victory will seal it. For
Ms. Kumaratunga, it has not gone entirely ac-
cording to script. Twenty-four years younger
than President Junius R. Jayewardene at his
retirement, she should have transited by now to
Prime Minister of an SLFP government in a
Westminster-style democracy. At least, that was
the plan.

Elected first in 1994, President Kumaratun-
ga’s main programme was to change the Consti-
tution in order to devolve power to the Tamil
minority. Along with this, she wanted to bring in
changes that would revert Sri Lanka to a parlia-
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It is a delicious twist that a Bandaranaike
comeback to the centre-stage of politics .~

1

could now depend on the victory of

arch-enemy Wickremesinghe. 40

mentary democracy, in which the Prime Minis-
ter is the executive, as in India. President
Kumaratunga could have contested parliamen-
tary elections and, provided the SLFP won, fol-
lowed up her presidency by becoming Prime
Minister in the new set-up.

Her re-election as President in 1999 only
made constitutional reform all the more impor-
tant to her political career, because of the consti-
tutional two-term limit on the office. But her
efforts to bring in a new Constitution failed. At
no point in her presidency could she muster a
two-thirds majority vote in Parliament required
for constitutional amendments. Even so, it re-
mained her objective until as recently as this
year, when she believed she could remain in
office up to 2006, counting the allotted six years
for each term.

Indeed, she may have continued as President
until next year had she made use of an ambig-
uous provision in the Constitution and delayed
being sworn in following her victory in the 1999
presidential election — held a full year ahead of
time — to a date after the originally scheduled
end of her first term in 2000 (the Constitution
provides for this). That belated realisation
seems to have been the main reason that Presi-
dent Kumaratunga got herself sworn in by the
Chief Justice a second time at a private ceremo-
ny in 2000, attended only by them and a presi-
dential aide. President Kumaratunga was
depending on this second eath-taking to keep
her in office until late next year. An extra year
may have given her time to reopen the project of
constitutional change. But with the Supreme
Court decreeing the second “secret” ceremony
invalid, there was little choice but to step down

- plala!
nooNny 700

I

G
an

and call the presidential election thif year.

With her own children too young to enter the
political arena, Ms. Kumaratunga’s only other
immediate alternative to keep the party reins
within the family was to nominate her brother
Anura Bandaranaike. So why did she not do this?
Perhaps it was a realistic assessment of Mr. Ban-
daranaike’s chances. The youngest of the three
children of SWRD and Sirimavo, a chagrined Mr.
Bandaranike left the SLFP in the early 1990s to
join the UNP when his mother anointed Ms.
Kumaratunga as party leader (Sunethra, the el-
dest of the siblings, has kept away from politics).

Ms. Kumaratunga had only then returned to
the SLFP. She had left in the 1980s to form a
separate party with her film star husband, Vi-
jaya, shutting it down after his assassination in
1989. Her brother felt his loyalty to family and
party had been overlooked. From then on he
devoted his energies, from the UNP camp, to the
political defeat of his sister and the SLFP.

His return to the party familias following his
mother’s death in 2000 was not received with
the same warmth as Ms. Kumaratunga’s. Per-
haps the crucial difference was the absence of
Sirimavo. She commanded the respect and loyal-
ty of the party’s old guard as well as its young
bucks. As long as she was alive, she kept the
various factions of the party in check. With Siri-
mavo gone, Mr. Bandaranaike’s return to the
SLFP lacked the stamp of authority that his
sister’s had, and he would find himself chal-
lenged repeatedly within the party. It is doubtful
the SLFP would have thrown itself into a cam-
paign for him in the way it has done for Mr.
Rajapakse. It is even more doubtful if he would
have had the support of the Janatha Vimukthi

-

Peramuna, the party of radical rural Sinhalese
youth, which is virtually leading Mr. Rajapakse’s
campaign.

In this situation, Ms. Kumaratunga had little
choice but to let the party take precedence over
the family that founded and led it for over half a
century. She did expect that both Mr. Rajapakse
and the SLFP would continue to accept her po-
litical guidance, but this has not happened. The
Rajapakse campaign has for all practical purpos-
es sidelined Ms. Kumaratunga, even though she
remains party leader. The SLFP candidate has
declared he will appoint her brother Prime Min-
ister if he wins, but the two fell out in the early
stages of the campaign, and that promise is now
in doubt.

Still, it may be too early to write off the Banda-
ranaikes, their present marginalisation notwith-
standing. At a rare election meeting Ms.
Kumaratunga addressed on behalf of her party’s
candidate, she announced that she would retire
from politics after these elections. But she also
seems to be exploring avenues to stay on in some
capacity. For instance, she and Mr. Wickremes-
inghe held a meeting recently at which both
reaffirmed their commitment to solving the
country’s problems. The UNP candidate has said
that if elected, he intends to form a national
government comprising all parties.

It is a delicious twist, very novel-like, that a
Bandaranaike comeback to the centre-stage of
SLFP politics, and to the politics of the country,
could now depend on the victory of arch-enemy
Wickremesinghe. During her two terms in office,
President Kumaratunga made her dislike of the
UNP leader quite public. The two were at dag-
gers drawn during the period from December
2001 to December 2003 when President Kum-
aratunga had to cohabit with Mr. Wickreme-
singhe’s UNP-led government. But it does not
stop there.

Old rivalry

The UNP candidate is from an important po-
litical family that has an old rivalry with the
Bandaranaikes. Jayewardene, who clashed with
SWRD back in the early 1950s, was an uncle. The
UNP is not a dynastic party but has chosen most
of its leaders from an extended clan to which
Wickremesinghe belongs, and is snidely called
the ‘Uncle-Nephew-Party.” The family has still
not forgotten the state takeover of its Lake
House group of newspapers including the flag-
ship Ceylon Daily News in the 1970s by the SLFP
and Sirimavo-led coalition government of the
time. For their part, the Bandaranaikes have not
forgotten the disenfranchisement of Sirimavo by
the UNP when it came to power in 1977.

If Mr.Wickremesinghe defeats Mr. Rajapakse
in the coming contest, the SLFP may well voice a
demand for a return to dynasty. After all, it was
Sirimave who built the SLFP in a way that even
SWRD may have not planned after she was per-
suaded to run it following her husband’s assassi-
nation in 1959. Later, their charismatic daughter
led the party to one election victory after anoth-
er in the period from 1994 until 2000.

But the choice of upfront roles for Ms. Kum-
aratunga would be severely limited. In a sit-
uation where party leadership is linked to
electability to the highest office, any future re-
sponsibility for her is bound to be circumscribed
by the constitutional bar on her contesting the
presidential elections again. The parliamentary
elections are still open to her. But that would be
a highly unconventional course to take for a
former President. Two Sri Lankan Presidents,
Jayewardene and D.B. Wijetunge, chose retire-
ment over returning to politics through entry-
level positions. Of course, Ms. Kumaratunga
could opt for a less upfront role, with or without
her brother at the helm,

It used to be said in Sri Lanka, only half-
jokingly, that the country was run by just 10
families. That has clearly changed, and the rise of
the JVP has contributed to this more than any-
thing else. The last year of Ms. Kumaratunga’s
term showed how much this party has occupied
Sri Lanka’s political stage. In fact, it is not just
the Bandaranaikes whose continuance in poli-
tics is in question. Win or lose, the future of two
other political families, those of Mr. Rajapakse
and Mr. Wickremesinghe, also hangs by the re-
sults of Sri Lanka’s presidential election.



Sfllig[lka: elections and the tsunami

V.S. Sambandan

BOUT 90 km south of Colombo, a

smashed passenger train stands aban-

doned on a track in the coastal village

f Peraliya, symbolising all that is post-

tsunami Sri Lanka. Across the island, slim hope

clashes with absolute dejection among the survi-

vors. For the victims, particularly the poor with

no access to the levers of power, the past 10

months have been an unending and cruel cycle
of hope and disappointment.

Largely reconciled to their anguish, the tsuna-
mi-affected voters are now a weak voice in a
marginalised constituency. Among sections of
the victims, despair over unmet expectations has
translated into disgust over the November 17
presidential election.

Rather than emerging as a major, island-wide
issie with the potential to sway the electoral
outcome, the post-tsunami Government re-
sponse now jostles for space with other local
issues. Only along the battered coast is it stillin
focus.

Guesstimates place the number of tsunami-
affected voters outside the northern and eastern
districts at about one lakh — a fraction of the
13.32 million voters of Sri Lanka. The voters in
this relatively small “tsunami constituency” have
largely kept to their known party preferences.
Island-wide, the topics of discussion are division
of the country, rising prices, and job prospects.

Though the two main contenders — Mahinda
Rajapakse of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party
(SLFP) and Ranil Wickremesinghe of the United
National Party (UNP) — have addressed tsuna-
mi-reconstruction in their manifestos, their
promises are yet to emerge as factors that can
decide the outcome of the elections. To a large
extent this is but a reflection of the compara-
tively low priority given to development issues
in Sri Lankan elections, historically fought on

CARTOONSCAPE

Tsunami relief has not emerged as a major,
island-wide issue with the potential to sway

the electorate. It now jostles
for space with other local issues. ‘

issues that evoke high emotion.

Moreover, each of the five tsunami-affected
provinces has a major issue — emotional, politi-
cal or ethnic — that overrides post-tsunami Gov-
ernment performance when it comes to
electoral decision-making.

Historically, Sri Lankan Presidents have won
or lost, depending on the positions they have
taken on major issues. Unlike the promise of
ending economic autarky made by J.R. Jayawar-
dene in 1982, or the strong rhetoric of sovereign
assertion by R. Premadasa (1988) and the prom-
ise of peace by Chandrika Kumaratunga (1994
and 1999), the tsunami is far removed from the
majority of the Sri Lankan voters.

Among the undecided in the southern belt, for
instance, shortcomings over the Government’s
post-tsunami performance, are offset by the
“southern identity” of Prime Minister Raja-
pakse, who hails from one of the three southern
districts. In the tsunami-affected areas of the
eastern Muslim majority district, Amparai, the
Prime Minister faces an anti-incumbency factor
and the alliance between the Sri Lanka Muslim
Congress (SLMC) and the UNP. Even there, the
tsunami is not the single-largest issue. Muslim
concerns over their security in any solution to
the decades-long separatist conflict over-ride
everything else. Given the decades of distrust
between the Muslims and the Tamils, the electo-
ral outcome here would depend on how much
the SLMC-UNP combine convinces the voters

no-
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that Mr. Wickremesinghe’s template for a solu-
tion would be the best bet for the Muslim-major-
ity in Amparai.

In the other north-eastern districts of Jaffna,
Trincomalee, and Batticaloa, the ethnic conflict
clearly outweighs the concerns over tsunami re-
construction. The Tamils in these districts have
voted according to the diktat — either vocal or
subtle — of the LTTE. The studied silence of the
Tigers on the Presidential candidates makes it
difficult to predict their electoral prospects. An
additional factor is the turnout of Tamil voters
living in the LTTE-controlled areas (some of
which were devastated by the tsunami) who
would have to cross over to the Government-
controlled territory to cast their vote. The turn-
out from the northern and eastern electoral dis-
tricts would be a key factor to contend with.

In addition to these local factors, there is the
statistical reality that the number of tsunami-
affected village divisions is less than 10 per cent
of the tsunami-affected electoral districts. The
devastation, hence, is marginalised both in num-
bers and in geographic area. With most of the
survivors retaining their pre-tsunami party loy-
alties, the impact of the post-tsunami govern-
mental activity on the uncommitted voter
remains unclear.

Some sections, for instance, among the survi-
vors near the site of the train disaster, feel that
voting is a futile exercise. The voices of discord
range from assertions that they would not vote
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at all or would make their votes invalid, to a
sober afterthought that the candidate who helps
them would win their vote.

Over the past 10 months little has changed for
the survivors. Heightened expectations
d broken promises are all they have. It is also
obvious that not many are paying the same at-
tention to the tsunami victims any more. Imme-
diately after the tsunami, Peraliya — where the
train with over 1,000 passengers was washed
away — was the focus of all attention. Today it is
a forgotten patch. The island-wide election for
the highest political office has meant that the
focus has shifted away from even what little
relief effort was going on. The once self-con-
tained and proud villagers have been reduced to
penury.

There is a ray of hope in the form of a vibrant
resilience. Those who have started rebuilding
their lives do so with the substantial largesse
from foreign donor organisations, local temple
authorities or assistance from individuals. With
the Government’s role largely confined to pro-
viding cash and food relief or promising to meet
long-term housing needs, there is also the real-
isation that nothing more can be expected in a
hurry. The committed voters, therefore, contin-
ues to view the post-tsunami work through their
respective party lens. Supporters of the UNP
assert that it is an issue big enough to ruin the
prospects of Prime Minister Rajapakse. For
those who have decided to vote Rajapakse, the
post-tsunami operations are nota big issue.

Economic policies

In their own ways the manifestos of Mr. Raja-
pakse and Mr. Wickremesinghe reflect the larger
economic thinking of the two leaders in their
approaches to lead their countries out of the
tsunami devastation.

The left-of-centre Mr. Rajapakse’s main
promises are a special administrative unit for
each district and a temporary social security
scheme to provide relief until normality is re-
stored. Mr, Wickremesinghe, with his free-mar-
ket orientation, sees a role for the Government
more in coordinating the private and public sec-
tor operations that are in force, and taking steps
to restore the devastated economy.

The one controversial issue in the immediate
aftermath of the tsunami was a Government
proposal to create a 100-metre buffer zone.
However, this does not have the potential to
emerge as amajor factor to move the uncommit-
ted voters in large numbers as the Government
has already announced a rollback.

The choice before the undecided elector,
hence, is between the Premier’s tangible prom-
ises of handouts and a visible administrative
structure and the Opposition Leader’s longer-
term path of economic sustenance and revival.

The distancing of the tsunami from the electo-
ral decision-making process is also best under-
stood against the backdrop of the splintered
nature of the Sri Lankan polity. With every eth-
nic group divided along political lines, party con-
siderations have always prevailed. One of Sri
Lanka’s major moments of truth was when the
bitterly divided polity failed to come together as
one in the immediate aftermath of the tsunami.

That the SLFP and the UNP share the loyalty
of the Sinhala voters is a historical electoral
reality. The consolidation of the Muslim vote
under the SLMC has been seriously challenged
since the demise of its founder, M.H.M Ashraff,
five years ago. The cracking of the LTTE’s mono-
lith last year in the form of the revolt by the
former eastern military commander, V. Mura-
litharan (‘Col.” Karuna), has caused an uncer-
tainty in the east, which will be under test during
the Presidential poll. This further relegates the
tsunami as an election issue.

The edgy electorate remains as deeply divided
in its political affiliations as it was before the
tsunami hit the island. The Peraliya wreckage, a
reminder of the December 26 tsunami, now has
an election poster of a smiling Prime Minister
pasted on a broken carriage.



POLL IN SRI

Parliamentary Election Essential And Inevitable

rue, the Sri Lankan Sup-
Treme Court has ordained
the presidential poll to be
completed by the end of this
year, and very soon dates would
be, announced. But the unica-
eral 225-member Sri Lankan
arliament, too, has become an
odd structure after the with-
drawal of support to the incum-
bent government by the Leftist
and Sinhala nationalist political
party, the Janatha Vimukti Pera-
muna. In a house of 225, the JVP
has 40 seats under its direct con-
trol and more than a dozen of
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party
MPs are closely allied to the JVP.
The People’s Alliance had, by
roping in the JVP, established
the United People’s Freedom
Alliance on the eve of the 2004
parliamentary polls.

This Alliance per se had suc-
ceeded in obtaining 105 seats,
which, in itself was short of an
absolute majority. Thanks to the
electoral system based on pro-
portional representation, ethnic-
religious divisions and intra-Sin-
halese politics, Sri Lankan voters
are very prone to produce hung
parliaments rendering policy-
making and decision-making
very difficult and complex. -

Absence of consensus

In any case, the Sri Lankan so-
ciety, in general, has, for long,
been showing the absence of
consensus on various vital natio-
nal issues, and election after
election -has failed to alter this
reality. The Opposition led by
Ranil Wickremesinghe has, for
quite some time now, been
harping on the theme that the
existing Parliament cannot form
a majority government. By any
logic, another parliamentary poli
would appear to be as essential
and inevitable as the forthco-
ming presidential poll.

How free and fair would the
elections in" Sri Lanka be? The
outgoing President has promised
free and fair elections in the
island. The UNPF leader Ranil
Wickremesinghe has demanded
such elections. Poll-rigging,
though, has not been unheard of
in Sri Lankan electoral politics
in the past. Even international
poll observers have pointed it
out from time to time. It is alto-
gether a different matter that
the Sri Lankan parliamentary
opposition — whosoever consti-
tutes it — has not shown predi-
lections for the legislature’s
boycott, like their counterparts
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in Bangladesh. And to that ex-
tent it augurs well for the island.

For more than two decades,
Sri Lankan politics has been
marred by increasing violence.
The contribution of the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam, the
militant organisation which has
almost become a state within the
state in the island’s north-east,
to this sphere has been most
siriking. But this did not happen
in a vacuum. In 1982, the Sri
Lankan government, under Pre-

Tamil United Liberation ¥Front
leader A Amirthalingam\ are
only some of the important poli-
tical leaders who were done i by
the Tamil Tigers for not toging
their line.

It is against this backdrop that
India’s southern neighbour, with
whom the former has a free
trade agreement, is now facing
two significant nationwide elec-
tions and revival of peace talks.
In the interim, there have been
all indications of the LTTE

sident Junius Richard Jayewar-
dene (1906-96), held a referen-
dum asking the Sri Lankan vo-
ters whether the life of the par-
liament elected in 1977 could be
extended for another six years.
While the refereridum’s res-
ults favoured the government’s
proposal, a large number of Sri
Lankans remained unreconciled
to it, and they saw in it a move to
avoid the wusual democratic
exercise. It also became obvious
that the Sri Lankan state was
more interested in power-con-
centration and oblivious to po-
wer devolution and decentralisa-
tion. The LTTE succeeded in
convincing a significant chunk of
Sri Lankans that violence would

be more effective than logic or -
- even electoral politics to serve

their interest.

Important leaders

President Ranasinghe Prema-
dasa (1924-93), presidential as-
pirants, Gamini Dissanayake
(1942-94), Lalith Athulathmu-
dali (1936-93), state defence
minister Ranjan Wijeratne and

-

strengthening its position both
administratively and militarily in
the areas that it controls. News
about their airstrip and aircraft
has already disturbed many, in-
cluding India. Needless to stress,
the Tigers feel more embol-
dened in the post-Kadirgamar
assassination phase. Not that
they were scared earlier; indeed,
they have been violating the
ceasefire agreement with impu-
nity for a long time now. Even

the Norwegians have gone to the -

extent of saying that it is in its

most serious crisis yet. The Nor-

wegian-led monitoring mission
had counted 107 political killings
in the first half of this year and
some 30 since.

Hearteningly, the incumbent

~ government and the LTTE have

shown their willingnéss to restart
the talks that got suspénded in
March 2003. Needless to stress
the Tigers feel more embolde-
ned in the post-assassination
phase. While the LTTE wants
the peace talks to be held in
Oslo, the capital of Norway,
which as been playing a signifi-
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cant role in establishing peace in
the island, the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment under President Chan-

~drika Kumaratunga wants .the

peace talks to be held inside the
country itself. In the past, the Ti-
gers had taken advantage of the
outside island venues like Thai-
land, Oslo, Berlin and Japan.

And this time around, the Sri
Lankan government feels that
the Tigers would underline their
freedom or autonomy agenda
more emphatically. The govern-
ment has indicated that the
peace talks, for the time being at
least, should veer around the
maintenance of the ceasefire.
The Tigers do not feel any such
compulsion. Any dialogue bet-
ween the two is bound to be
much better than the existing
state.

The tsunami of 26 December
had devastated the north-east-
ern province of the island econo-
mically and 30,000 Sri Lankans
had lost their lives. The Sri Lan-
kan Supreme Court, though, in
its verdict of 15 July nullified the
24 June government-LTTE agre-
ement on reconstruction and re-
habilitation in the tsunami-aff- °
ected areas, creating more tensi-
on and uncertainty. The island’s
economy has palpably deteriora-
ted — the inflation rate reaching
the figure of 18.5 per cent.

Keen watch

More than anyone else in the
international community, India
is watching the developments
with care, caution and sympathy.
External affairs minister K Nat-
war Singh, defence minister Pra-
nab Mukherjee and foreign sec-
retary Shyam Saran attended

Kadirgamar’s cremation on 15

August. .
Natwar Singh had visited Sri
Lanka officially between 6 and
11 June, discussing various bila-
teral, regional and global issues.
In August, the new Sri Lankan
foreign minister Anura Banda-
ranaike chose India as the first
country to be visited. On the
other hand, Ranil Wickreme-
singhe was in Delhi on 17 August
to deliver the Eighth Dinesh
Singh Memorial Lecture under
the auspices of the Indian Coun-
cil of World Affairs and the
Indian Council for South Asian
Cooperation. One wishes that
the island moves towards peace,
progress, prosperity and political
stability amidst all complexities
and uncertainties.
(Concluded)



=" Don’t mess with
ceasefire: LTTE to
-~ Lanka PM r)ﬁzo

SIMON GARDNER
COLOMBO,OCTOBER 24

SRILANKAN Prime Min-
ister Mahinda Rajapakse’s
pledge to amend the terms of
a truce with the Tamil Tigers if
elected president next month
could cause the agreement to
collapse, the rebels warned on
Monday.

The Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) insist the
government sticks to the terms
of the existing 2002 ceasefire,
but have vowed not to restart
their two-decade
war for self-rule !
and observers ex-
pect the truce to |
hold. Stung by

" decisions ... that means
that’s the end of the ceasefire
agreement,” he added.

Rajapakse has vowed in his
manifesto to amend the cease-
fire and monitoring mecha-
nism “to ensure that acts of ter-
rorismwould not be permitted
in any way”. Forging election
pacts with hardline Marxists
and Buddhist monks who hate
the Tigers, he has also ruled
out wide devolution, rejects
outright the rebels’ central de-
mand for a Tamil homeland
and has promised to ditch a
tsunami  aid-
sharing plan
| that has run
g aground in the
courts.

European Union | But  while
sanctions after | ! many say Sri
the August assas- | f | Lanka’s peace
sination of the is- | processstands a
land’s  foreign | better chance
minister by sus- under opposi-
pected  rebel tion leader,
snipers, the Ranil  Wick-
Tigers want the remesinghe and
international his United Na-
; ( 5 ional
pressure on e ABwaNstmonkwalks | i, (T
government to past a poster of Prime the ceasefire
share S3billonin ~ Mierer MaNMa - 4ng which has
tsunami aid be- ajapaksa . Reuters promised tQ de-

fore the stalled peace process
can progress.

“According to the ceasefire
agreement and the peace
process, the government of Sri
Lanka and the LTTE are the
only equal partners ... So no-
body can change it. Nobody
can touch it,” S. Puleedevan,
head of the rebels’ Peace Secre-
tariat, said in a telephone inter-
view from .the Tigers’
Kilinochchistronghold.

“Nobody can take unilateral

volve power to the rebels , the
Tigers trust neither candidate.

“Experience (since the
truce) clearly shows that we
have lost hope with both
sides,” Puleedevan said.
“Whatever they said in their
manifestos is nothing to do
with what they will implement.
We have no choice at all with
these two candidates (because
neither) are going to deliver
anything tangible to the Tamil
people.” —Reuters

/



POLL IN SRI LANKA-
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The recent(zlappe}umgs in Sri

Lanka, the most striking of

which could be said to be
the assassination of foreign mi-
nister Lakshman Kadirgamar
(73) on 12 August, very clearly
point to the increasing political
complexity and uncertainty
there. It is also palpable that
Kadirgamar’s assassination did
not take place in a vacuum and
without any objective. On the
other hand, as things are moving
in the post-assassination phase,
it would be foolhardy to be
optimistic about the country’s
polity, political stability, social
cohesiveness, economy and,
above all, its unity.

Colonial masters

Sri Lanka, known as Ceylon
till 1972, has been a strikingly
remarkable state in the whole of
the Third World. It has the expe-
rience of being colonised for 443
years (between 1505 and 1948)
and, interestingly, by three colo-
nial masters: the Portuguese
(1505-1638), the Dutch (1638-
1796) and, finally, -the British
(1796-1948). On the other hand,
Sri Lanka also achieved the dis-
tinction, thanks to its colonial
masters’ initiatives, of experien-
cing universal adult franchise as
early as 1931 — indeed, only
three years after the British had
done so for their own people by
enfranchising their women in
1928.

Quite remarkably, Sri Lanka
has established the unchallen-
geable records of holding 18 na-

The author is Hon. Directos
South Asian Studies Foundation,
New Delhi.

Political CompIeXIty And Uncertainty

By PARMANAND

tionwide polis based on univer-
sal adult franchise, competitive
pluralism and huge participation
since 1947 in the forms of 13 par-
liamentary and four presidential
polls and one referendum. Un-
like India, as also many colonis-
ed Afro-Asian states, Sri Lanka
achieved independence on 4

February 1948 without any free-
dom struggle, let alone any vio-
lence and ethno-religious con-
flicts.

Ethnic war

All this could have been a mat-
ter of great pride for any functio-
ning democracy. But intriguing-
ly, the operating democracy in
the island has seen 65,000 lives
being lost in ethnic civil war
since 1983, and unending con-
centration of powers of policy-
making and decision-making in
the executive-presidency since

1978, and growing alienation of
the ethnic and religious mino-
rities.

Sri Lanka is now moving fast
in the direction of the fifth
presidential poll under the

existing 1978 constitution. Since
the second presidential poll in
December 1988, the island has

witnessed large-scale violence
not only affecting party activists
and general people at the local
level, but also in -
assassination of presidential
candidates. In 1999, President
Chandrika Kumaratunga (60)
had a very narrow escape but she
lost complete visibility in one eye
after facing a grenade attack on
her.

In accordance with the 26 Au-
gust historic and unanimous ver-
dict of the Sri Lankan Supreme
Court, the presidential poll has
to be completed before 22

the -

December, when President
Kumaratunga completes her
seecond and last six-year tenure.
Though many had perceived that
the Supreme Court — even in a
divided verdict — would support
the President’s continuance in
office till the end of 2006, which
she had wanted on her own
technical and constitutional
grounds. But clearly, the
People’s Alliance of President
Kumaratunga had prepared
itself for an adverse verdict by
announcing the candldature of
the incumbent Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapakse for the
presidency on 26 July.

Durable reality

The United National People’s
Front, led by the United
National Party, has declared
two-time former Prime Minister
and UNP leader Ranil
Wickremesinghe (56) as its
presidential candidate. Ranil’s
alliance had lost the last
parliamentary poll of 2 April
2004, despite making peace a
durable reality in the war-torn
country during his prime
ministership, and by holding six
rounds of talks with the Libe-
ration Tigers of Tamil Eelam
between September 2002 and
March 2003, spreading over 22

“days. Not less significantly, the

UNPF government under Ranil
had also institutionalised the
peace process by effecting a
ceasefire agreement with the
LTTE in February 2002. The
ceasefire still continues — of
course, with a large number of
questionable developments.

(To be concluded



A race to woo the undecided voter

Winning over the uncommitted Sinhalese is critical given Sri Lanka’s ethnic mix.

NER
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IDWAY INTO the Sri Lankan

election campaign, the focus of

Prime Minister Mahinda Raja-

pakse and Opposition Leader
Ranil Wickremesinghe is on wooing the un-
committed Sinhalese voter. As a poll-weary
country weighs its choices, the personalities
of the two main Presidential candidates, the
perceptions surrounding them, and the
precedents set by them are factors that can
tilt the scales on November 17.

The waning of federalism from the con-
flict-resolution discourse, the electoral out-
bidding by the two main candidates through
promises of economic populism, and the po-
tential of parties to stir passions do not au-
gur well for a healthy debate on how the
country should be run for the next six years.

Winning over the uncommitted Sinhalese
voter is critical given the island’s ethnic mix.
In the divided polity, the majority Sinhalese
(76.59 per cent) are split nearly equally in
their loyalties between Mr. Rajapakse’s Sri
Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) and Mr. Wick-
remesinghe’s United National Party (UNP).
A large majority of the Sri Lankan Tamils
(10.96 per cent), Muslims (9.18 per cent),
and Tamils of Indian origin (1.16 per cent)
are disenchanted with Mr. Rajapakse’s alli-
ance partners. The candidates, hence, would
have to go the extra mile to win the un-
committed Sinhalese voter to reach the re-
quired 50 per cent of the valid votes to win
the election.

With no visible swing yet in favour of
either candidate, the campaign currently
lacks the lustre that should surround the
most vital democratic exercise for any na-
tion — directly electing a constitutionally
powerful Executive President.

The reasons for poll-weariness are obvi-
ous. To start with, the November 17 exercise
would be the sixth island-wide election in six
years. The December 1999 Presidential poll
and the Parliamentary polls held in 2000,
2001, and 2004 and the Provincial Council
elections of 2004 saw every possible issue
debated from every conceivable angle. The
scepticism of the electorate about the prom-
ises made by the two major contestants is
best understood against this backdrop.

V.S. Sambandan

Economic conditions

Two factors seem set to dictate the electo-
ral prospects — economic conditions and
prospects of lasting peace. Of these, popular
concerns over economic conditions have en-
gaged the greater attention of the voters. Itis
not so much that peace is no longer on the
agenda of the voter, but in terms of priority,
it appears to have slid a notch below com-
pelling economic issues.

That the manifestos of the two main can-
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THE CONTENDERS: Ranil Wickremesinghe (left) and Mahinda Rajapakse. - PHOTOS: AFP AND REUTERS.

didates devote extensive space to economic
issues makes it even more evident. This,
however, does not mean that expectations of
lasting peace and concerns over violence are
not far behind. The concerns over areturn to
violence — the dominating theme of the
Wickremesinghe campaign — have not yet
struck a chord among the Sinhalese majority
electorate, based on the assumption that
“peace has arrived.”

The character of the alliances struck by
Mr. Rajapakse and Mr. Wickremesinghe also
engages the minds of the majority Sinhalese
and the minority Tamils and Muslims.
While the uncommitted minority vote has
moved away from Mr. Rajapakse, he has not
yet fully consolidated the non-partisan Sin-
halese vote.

It is here that the electoral swing becomes
critical.

With a nearly equally divided committed
bloc of Sinhalese voters for the SLFP and the
UNP, the key for past Presidential victors
was their ability to win over minorities and
sway the floating Sinhalese votes with a win-
nable election plank. For instance, the late
Ranasinghe Premadasa’s twin promises of
“expelling the Indian interventionists” and
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“talking peace to the Tigers,” and Chandrika
Kumaratunga’s peace package of “devolu-
tion and constitutional reforms.”

Different personalities

In the absence of a swing, the November
2005 Presidential election is all about the
three Ps — personality, perception, and
precedent. On all three counts Mr. Raja-
pakse and Mr. Wickremesinghe are as differ-
ent as chalk and cheese. The Prime Minister
carefully maintains the image of a people’s
person. He dresses traditionally, with a flow-
ing red sash around his neck, reflecting his
left-of-centre political ideology, and por-
trays himself as apey Mahinda (Our Mahin-
da) of the majority Sinhalese.

Mr. Wickremesinghe is dressed in slacks,
quite often wears a designer jacket, and also
talks directly to small groups of the electo-
rate along the campaign trail. He is seen as
one who is “friendlier with the Tigers and
wants to do business with them” — a nega-
tive when it comes to the uncommitted Sin-
halese voter. Mr. Rajapakse comes across as
one who plays the “nationalist” tune to con-
solidate the Sinhalese vote — a negative
among the uncommitted minorities.

In terms of the precedents set by the two,
Mr. Wickremesinghe is credited with “stop-
ping the war” — a definite positive across the
istand — and signing the ceasefire agree-
ment, a move that evokes strongly mixed
emotions, particularly whenever the LTTE
strikes in Colombo. Mr. Rajapakse, though a
Minister for nearly nine years and the Prime
Minister for over a year, has little to show on
conflict-resolution and economic policy.

An even more significant precedent is that
no President has won without the support of
the ethnic minorities — at least significant
sections of them. Even in 1999, when Ms.
Kumaratunga lost most of the Sri Lankan
Tamil vote, she had the support of the two
other key minority parties — the Sri Lanka
Muslim Congress and the Ceylon Workers’
Congress — both of whom are now aligned
with Mr. Wickremesinghe.

As the poll pendulum of an emotional
electorate sways, the major determinant
would be the manner in which the two ex-
tremes of Sri Lanka’s polity — the LTTE and
the JVP — assert their positions. Much of the
undecided Sinhalese vote would be swung by
incidents or pronouncements that trigger an
emotional passion that is absent for now.



Federalism issue
touches a raw
nerve in Sri Lank\.;‘x

Parties project Indian model to allay fears

V.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO: Eighty years after fed-
eralism was mooted as “the on-
ly solution” for Sri Lanka’s
problems by the late Sri Lankan
leader SW.R.D. Bandaranaike,
the term continues to evoke
strong and sharply opposed
emotions within the island. A
conspicuous absence in the on-
going DPresidential election
campaign is the advocacy of
federalism as a solution to the
decades-long separatist con-
flict.

No option for leaders

However, “both leaders have
no option but to go in for some
form of federalism,” a former
Sri  Lankan diplomat told
The Hindu. He was referring
to the two main contestants in
the November 17 Presidential
poll — Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapakse, who promises to
preserve Sri Lanka’s “unitary
structure” and Opposition
Leader Ranil Wickremesinghe,
who favours power-sharing.

Over the decades, political
parties have also found the fed-
eral concept a convenient one
to raise and perpetuate the bo-
gey of secession to win office.

“A federal state will mean we
have to take passports to go to
the north and east,” a roadside
seller of cane furniture in Sin-
halese majority Gampaha dis-
trict of Sri Lanka’s Western
Province, exclaimed, summing
up a general fear. He supports
power-sharing, but is vehe-
mently opposed to “federal-
ism,” making it appear as lost a

THE HINCY

cause as it has been over the
decades since it was mooted by
the late Bandaranaike in the
1920s.

“The Sinhalese leadership
has never explained it to the
masses clearly, the only excep-
tion being President Chandrika
Kumaratunga. The Sinhala pop-
ulation could care less. It is only
the opinion-makers who raise
the issue and make the Sinhala
people believe that federalism
would harm them,” D. Sithad-
than, president of Peoples’ Lib-
eration Organisation of Tamil
Eelam (PLOTE), who was at the
Thimpu talks in 1985, said.

Federalism, however, “is not
a lost cause” for Ketheshwaran
Loganathan, a former member
of the Eelam People’s Revolu-
tionary  Liberation Front
(EPRLF), also a delegate to the
1985 Thimpu talks. “Those who
criticise federalism are not
aware of what it implies and
hence there is a case for raising
awareness on matters relating
to federalism,” he said.

Division of power

Emphatic that the “content is
more important than the
phrase,” Mr. Loganathan said:
“It is a case of how it is present-
ed. One can even use a system
without the phrase [federalism]
and still have a political struc-
ture of governance based on
substantial division of power
and autonomy.” An example he
cites is the overwhelming pub-
lic acceptance of Ms. Kumara-
tunga’s proposals, which “did

not say ‘federalism’ but ‘Union |

of Regions.””
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A bleak chmce .
for Sri La Lanka* os\

' ince adopting a presidential form of govern
1978, Sri Lanka has voted in four rather unique
A

presidential elections. There is a sense of déja vu
about the fifth in the series. The outgoing President,
Chandrika Kumaratunga, who has served two rollercoaster
terms, is barred by the Constitution from seeking a third. In
1988, President J. R. Jayewardene stood down at the end of
two equally eventful terms. The United National Party,
which he led, chose Ranasinghe Premadasa as its presi-
dential candidate. The Prime Minister made no secret of his
opposition to the President’s approach to the country’s
principal challenge, the Tamil question; he had no time for
the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement of 1987. President Jayewar-
dene hardly figured in his Prime Minister’s presidential
campaign, which was focussed on disdain for the Accord and
a vague promise of bringing peace by holding direct talks
with Velupillai Prabakaran, the leader of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam. For the 2005 presidential contest,
the candidate of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party is Prime
Minister Mahinda Rajapakse. He has rejected the idea of
federalism that President Kumaratunga has consistently
advanced as the just and only viable solution to the Tamil
question. He promises vaguely, as Premadasa did, to bring
peace to the country through direct talks with the LTTE
supremo. Now, as in 1988, the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
is a crucial element in the picture. It has shaped Mr. Raja-
pakse’s anti-federal agenda by committing him to unitari-
ness as a condition of support, just as it drove Premadasa’s
campaign through its violent opposition to the Accord.
Premadasa won that election against Sirimavo Bandara-
naike. The upcoming contest between Mr. Rajapakse and
Ranil Wickremesinghe promises to be keen, even if the SLFP
campaign appears to be in disarray at this juncture. Owing
mainly to the conceptual differences between them, it is
clear that President Kumaratunga, the SLFP’s most charis-
matic leader, intends to keep away from Mr. Rajapakse’s
campaign as much as possible, and the party is yet to come
up with a manifesto. But the JVP’s backing is expected to
help the Prime Minister polarise the vote on ethnic lines and
consolidate support among the Sinhala-Buddhist majority.
This evidently worries Mr. Wickremesinghe who has been
successful in wooing political parties representing Muslims
and the Indian Tamils, and is now reaching out to Mr.
Prabakaran in the hope that he will once again direct Tamils
in the North-East to back him. While the LTTE puts on a
pretence of disinterest in a ‘Sinhala election’ by way of
emphasising its separatist ideology, it plays a role each time
— rigging, intimidating, and killing — in furtherance of its
goals. Aside from what the Tigers want, the main question is:
how will this election outcome help in bringing enduring
peace to Sri Lanka? Unfortunately, whoever wins there is
not going to be a clear answer to this.

THE HINCU
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* President Rajapaksa favours devolving maximum power

within a unitary state
Friday, December 30, 2005, 13:17 GMT, ColomboPage News Desk, Sri Lanka.

Dec 30, Colombo: Visiting Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa reiterated that his
government would give top priority to devolving maximum power within a unitary state
as a peaceful solution to his country's long-lasting ethnic conflict.

The President made this statement at a banquet hosted in his honour by Indian
President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam in New Delhi. He hailed the Free Trade Agreement
between the two countries and said he hoped it would grow into a full-scale economic
partnership beneficial to both countries.

Indian media quoting the Sri Lankan President said, “It is just a few weeks ago that I
received the democratic mandate of the people of Sri Lanka to serve as the 5th
President of our country. Since assuming office this is my first overseas visit. I am
truly delighted that my first visit as President of Sri Lanka is to India, a country with
which we share the strongest of links. The origins of the ties between our two nations
date back to ancient times. These ties have withstood the test of time, so that even
today, our two countries enjoy the strongest bonds of friendship and mutual respect.

“As we know, both India and Sri Lanka have democratic traditions that are more than
half a century old. We can also be proud that we have sustained and nurtured
democracy in its true spirit for several centuries. The existence of democratic concepts
is also clear in our history. As the famous Indian Nobel Prize Winner Professor Amartya
Sen has stated, the origins of Indian democracy could be traced to the influence of
public reasoning in India. It is clear that we in Sri Lanka and India share the great
traditions of demacracy and religious beliefs which could perhaps be described as the
bedrock on which our relationship is established.

“The international scenario of today is very different to that which prevailed over half a
century ago,” Mr. Rajapaksa continued. “Great advances have taken place in globatl
communication and travel. This has resulted in the mobility of knowledge, capital and
people. It has increasingly diminished the concept of national borders.

“"We must maximise the positive opportunities that these advances provide. At the
same time, we must overcome the less attractive side effects such as the growth of
terrorism and the possible spread of global problems.

“These impending challenges wili require individual national responses, and collective
actions at the regional and international levels. Within our region, Sri Lanka looks
forward to working with India and other South Asian Member States for the realization
of the economic vision of the 13th SAARC Summit held in Dhaka. Such a realization
will unleash the formidable collective growth potential of South Asia, and bring

http://www.colombopage.com/archive/December30131700JV html 1/3/2006
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immediate benefits to all of its peoples.”

Tomorrow's News Today ,
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European Union
- &vand LTTE o

fter years of equivocation, the European Union
‘ A has finally woken up to the terrorist character of
N\L the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam. That it teok
the brutal assassination of Sri Lankan Foreign
Minister Lakshman Kadirgamar for the EU to realise this is
no consolation, but it could mean his death was not totally
in vain. Through the decade Kadirgamar served Sri Lanka
-5~ as Foreign Minister, he spearheaded a campaign to have
the LTTE declared a terrorist organisation internationally.
While the United States and Britain banned the group,
Europe with its large Sri Lankan Tamil diaspora held back,
professing the belief that positive diplomacy could better
influence the Tigers. Like many others in the international
arena who believed the LTTE must be given a chance to
prove itself in the Norway-facilitated peace process, the EU
has been disappointed at its intransigence, its insistence on
being acknowledged as the “sole representative” of the
Tamil people, and the anti-human extremes to which it
would go to achieve its secessionist goal. The first sign of
EU disillusionment came when its observers criticised the
LTTE’s conduct in North-East Sri Lanka during the 2004
parliamentary elections. The EU declaration of September
26 condemning the “continuous use of violence and terror-
ism” by the LTTE as “unacceptable” methods of achieving
political goals is its strongest statement yet. The declara-
tion makes it clear that designating the LTTE as a terrorist
organisation is under “active consideration.”

Whether the LTTE is eventually banned or not, the EU
decision not to receive any delegation from the group in
member countries with “immediate effect” will bite. It is a
reality check on the prospects of peace, which are predi-
cated on the willingness of the LTTE to accept a negotiated
federal solution within the territorial integrity and unity of
Sri Lanka. After the February 2002 ceasefire, the Tiger
strategy of building up international legitimacy included
sending top cadres on junkets abroad, mainly to European
countries, where they were received by high-ranking gov-
ernment officials. As recently as March 2005, the group’s
political wing leader, S.P. Thamilchelvan, flew to Brussels
to confer with EU officials; he also met Ministers of the
Belgian Cabinet. All this helped the LTTE project itself as
an entity with which the international community did
business — despite Interpol notices on its leader Velupillai
Prabakaran, a proclaimed fugitive from the Indian law,
despite its grisly record of liquidating political rivals as well
as civilians, and despite other abominable practices, start-
ing with the recruitment of child soldiers. The travel ban,
and the agreement among EU member-states that each will
take additional measures to restrict the group’s activities,
are constructive steps towards ending the impunity with
which the Tigers have functioned for far too long.
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V.S, Sambandan

COLOMBO: The European Union
said on Tuesday that its mem-
ber-states would no longer re-
ceive delegations from the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam (LTTE) and warned the
group that the EU was “actively
considering” listing it as a “ter-
rorist organisation.”

“The EU is actively consider-
ing the formal listing of the
LTTE as aterrorist organisation.

In the meantime, the EU has
agreed that with immediate ef-
fect, delegations from the LTTE
will no longer be received in any
of the EU member states until
further notice,” a statement is-
sued by the British High Com-
mission here said.

“Unacceptable methods”
Condemning the LTTE’s
“continuing use of violence
and terrorism,” the EU said
the “pursuit of political goals

European Union shuts
the door on LTTE .+

Warns it is considering listing it as a terrorist organisation

by such totally unacceptable
methods only serves to damage
the LTTE’s standing and
credibility as a negotiating
partner and gravely endangers
the peace process so much
desired by the people of Sri
Lanka.”

It reiterated its condemna-
tion of the “shocking murder” of
Sri Lankan Foreign Affairs Min-
ister Lakshman Kadirgamar and
“of so many others in Sri Lanka
in recent weeks.”
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Umted Nations: Sri Lan-
ka’'s president has said ter-
rorism in her country was
creating a level of distress
similar to that of last
year’s tsunami, calling the
current domestic situa-
tion “ominous” as she
voiced support for target-
ed UN sanctions against
armed rebel groups such
as the Tamil Tigers.

Chandrika Kumaratun-
ga levelled harsh criticism
against the Tigers on the
first day of the UN Gener-
al Assembly’s annual min-
isterial meeting.

~Lanka makes UN dls;ress call agai

“Just as my country) \m atunga said, “all ef- \

was in national distress in
the aftermath of the
tsunami disaster, we are
now in distress in the face
of an ominous renewal of
terror on our soil,” Ku-
maratunga said. Denounc-
ing the group’s “terrorist
activities,” she said the
Tigers had demonstrated
a disregard for interna-
tional law for more than
two decades.

Despite joint action be-
tween the government
and the rebels in tsunami
reconstruction work, Ku-

forts to have talks re-
newed have so far failed.”

A peace process “cannot
and does not operate in a
vacuum,” she told the as-
sembled leaders and min-
isters. Kumaratunga
called the assassination
last month of Lakshman
Kadirgamar, Sri Lanka’s
foreign minister, “a calcu-
lated and barbaric act of
terrorism.” She urged the
international community
to support her govern-
ment’s attempts to negoti-
ate with the Tigers. ap

C Kumaratunga
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g~ne of the burning
issues in Sri Lanka is
the choice of presiden-

tial candidate. Whether it will
be Mahinda Rajapakse or
Ranil Wickremesinghe.

As far as the economy is
concerned the perception is
that Mr Wickremesinghe
would be for free market poli-
cies in keeping with the poli-
. cies of the IMF and the World
Bank. The structural adjust-
ments that would be made to
liberalise capital accounts
would be cloaked under the
cover .of poverty alleviation.
Statistical evidence would
show robust growth but the
disparities between the haves

‘In search of the lion-hearted

It is unlikely that either presidential candidate will tackle the LTTE
head-on, writes NEVILLE LADDUWAHETTY

A
. LY oProblem
S o !
to grow.

The problem with greate:
liberalisation, however, is that
foreign direct investmcuts
would flow in but it would also
have the fluidity to tlow back
as happencd during the Asian
crisis. There is general uncer-
tainty of the economic poli-
cies under a Rajapakse presi-
dency. With the nationalist
JVP (Janatha Vimukthi Pera-
muna or People's Liberation
Front) fink, the policies
adopted would be less liberal
and more in favour of an
economy that exploits nation-
al strengths and resources.

Foreign investors may find
the political culture less entic-

ing and consequently the

results would not be as dra-

" matic as the liberal option, but

the disparitics would be less
and society would prosper ina
more balanced albent slower
but sustainable pacc.

The policies adopted by
either candidate in respect of
the national question wouild
also be different. But this dit-
ference would be in respect of
posture rather than in sub-
stance and fundamentals of
approach. While Mr Wickre-

mesinghe would be for
appeasing the Liberation

Tigers of Tamil Eclum as he
did during his last tenure, Mr
Rajapakse would attempt to
be more even-handed and
strive for greater halance par-
ticularly in regard to the
Cease-Fire Agrecement (CFA)
and arrangements for han-
dling tsunami aid.

Despite this difference in
posture, neither would take
any action to jeopardisc the
CFA despite the daily provo-
cations, child abductions,
extortions and targeted assas-
sinations. Both would expect
to address the national ques-
tion through negotiations.

Whatever the approach,
can the national question, or
for that matier handling tsu-

THE

would contines Nk aid be resolve
and have-nots would continue m\m aid, be reselved through

negotiations? Granting that
resolving a contentious issue
through negotiations is the
mwst cwvilised approach, how
realistic s it in the present
context, where negotiations
are 1o be conducted with only
one party, the LTTE, which
does not represent cither a
monolithic ¢ntity in view of
the serious faultlines within it
(the: Karuna rebeltion), or the
Tamil people whose interests
they clain o represent with-
out the exercise of democratic
processes?

As o result of this serious
anachronism, whatever would
be negotiaied would have
more to do with serving the
interests of the LTTE, and

not prepared to recognise the
common sovereignty of Sri
Lanka that is a sine qua non
of a federal arrangement is
demonstrated by its refusal to
negotiate in any location
other than Kilinochchi or a
foreign country. ‘
This may be a trivial issue
to some, but its symbolism
demonstrates its stand on the
form of settlement it expects;
which is not even a confederal
arrangement, but one in whi-
ch the Tigers are separate. It
is from this fountainhead tha
every issue is approached.
Where the first step is th
recognition and acceptance of
two separate sovereigntie
how can there be a federg
option and if so, the obviou

Mahinda P;ajapakse and Ranil Wickremesinghe: In the race

fess o do with serving the
mterests of the Tamil people.

They would not be benefi-
ciaries of devolved powers
under o federal arrangement
beeause the powers devolved
would be administered by the
LTTL and not by representa-
tives freely and fairly elected
by the Tami! people.

LTTE supporters do not
see i problem in this anomaly
hecause 1o them it is all part of
a transitional phase during
which the LTTE is expected
to transform. H the sceptics
are to buy this line, let there
be at least a hint that the
LTTE would settie for a fed-
cral arrengoment,

The fact that the LTTE is

question is: “What is there to
negotiate?” There appears to
be no hope of ever negotiat-
ing a'federal option with the
LTTE. Those who live in the
hope that commitments to
federalism made in Oslo were
serious are being naive.

But the charade will go on.
Both presidential candidates
will attempt to continue the
“peace - process” through
negotiations: Both are not
likely to take a firm stand
fearing an outbreak of war.

While Mr Wickremesinghe
would be for appeasement
and more carrots without any
sticks, one has no clue as to
what Mr Rajapakse’s ap-
proach would be. But the

thread that would be common
10 both candidates would be
fear and the belief that
through a process of engage-
ment the LTTE could be
made to transform. This
approach has been adopted
by the Peace Secretariat un-
der successive governments.
It had to take “the premed-
itated and diabolically plan-
ned assassination of Sri
Lanka's foreign minister,
Lakshman Kadirgamar” for
Jayantha Dhanapala, head of
the Peace Secretariat, to
realise that “more than three
years after the CFA it does
not appear that the LTTE is
able to change and accept the
imperative for democratisa-
tion and the fact that it is not
the ‘sole representative of the
Tamil people™ (Sunday Times
dated 11 September, 2003).
He is now proposing that
there should be a “policy
review” of the whole process
and it has taken a while for
him to realise that “rewarding
the LTTE with incentives by
the international community
in the hope that dialogue and
engagenient wili slowly demo-
cratise the organisation is no
longer a tenable policy”. He
has endorsed this position by
adding that “the appeasement
route or the ‘carrot and more
carrots’ approach have not
worked with the LTTE”.
How many more “premedi-
tated and diabolically plan-
“ned” killings and incidents
must occur for others involv-
ed in negotiations to come to
the conclusions reached by Dr
Dhanapala? There is no hope
of rectifying the disadvantages
to Sri Lanka in the CFA th-
rough negotiations. Appeals
to the international communi-
ty for a paradigm shift in its
attitude to the LTTE would
be like waiting for eternity as
long as Norway is involved.
If any lessons are to be
leaimt they are that Sri Lanka
cannot depend on the infer-

national community to re-
solve its national question and
its related issues.

But it is unlikely that either
candidate would be guided by
these lessons. They would
both cling to the international
community for guidance and
material  sustenance.  So,
under either presiduney. the
country can only expuect moic
of the same.

However desirous a future
president may be in mecting
the expectations of the Tamil
people through the proposu
and adoption of a federal
structure, the existing political
formations in  parliament
would not allow him to do so
because of the lack of the
needed two-thirds majority.

One avenue open would be
for the only branch of goverr:-
ment under the president’s
authority — the executive —
1o be structured in a way that
would demonstrate o all
communities, and in particu-
lar the Tamil community, the
sincerity and commitment
towards creating a unified Sri
Lankan nation, by sharing
executive power where the
sovereignty of all communi-
ties would be represented in
this, the most vital branch of
government.

By creating an ali-inclusive
Cabinet of ministers in which
all communities arc repre-
sented in a proportionate
ratio and some key ministries
are also assigned to persons of
proven ability from the non-
Sinhala communitics, a new
president could charter a new
course in Sri Lankan politics.
Such an act would be within
the president’s purview. An
inclusive Cabinet would help
to propagate solidarity to help
heal and unity a fraciured
nation and in the process
serve as a catalvst for econom-
ic progress.

At the end of the day, it
would probably not be an ana-
lytical cvaluation that would
guide the people but their
intuitive perception as to
which candidate would have
the courage to take creative
steps towards bringing them
the peace with dignity that has
been for so long denied.

- The IstandiANN




Sri Lanka in o,
muddier waters N

n the last two decades, it seemed that much of the Sri
Lankan polity had reconciled itself to federalism (by
whatever name called) as essential to a solution to the
Tamil question. The 1987 Indo-Sri Lanka Accord was
admittedly India-driven but slowly, even its opponents
within the Sinhalese polity agreed with its basic principle of
devolution. In 1994, President Chandrika Kumaratunga be-
came the first mainstream Sri Lankan politician to articulate
a non-chauvinistic solution to the ethnic conflict along truly
federal lines. It is no secret that Ranil Wickremesinghe, the
leader of the opposition United National Party, who had no
known disagreement with devolution, scuttled the constitu-
tional reforms for opportunistic reasons. It is disappointing
that Mahinda Rajapakse, chosen by President Kumaratun-
ga’s Sri Lanka Freedom Party as its candidate in the up-
coming presidential elections, could sacrifice devolution so
readily in return for the support of the Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna. The pact Mr. Rajapakse recently signed with the
JVPbinds him to several commitments, including one not to
revive the controversial agreement to share post-tsunami
reconstruction funds with the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam. Given the fact that the agreement gave the LTTE
disproportionate control of the funds and, in the process,
undeserved legitimacy, the JVP demand for a “new pro-
gram” is justifiable. But it is in committing himself to “pro-
tect, defend and preserve the unitary nature” of Sri Lanka
that Mr. Rajapakse seems to have set the clock back some 20
years on the issue of a permanent settlement to the conflict.
Understandably upset over the way Mr. Rajapakse turned
his back on the most important project of her presidency,
President Kumaratunga has criticised the pact with the JVP.
How this will affect party support for Mr. Rajapakse is not
clear, especially as the President herself forged an SLFP-
JVP alliance for the 2004 parliamentary elections. It is easy
toblame the recent developments on an underlying streak of
Sinhala majoritarianism, but that does not capture the es-
sence of the situation. True, Sinhala-Buddhist chauvinism,
with an extremist fringe, continues to afflict Sri Lanka.
However, this is largely due to the LTTE — whose in-
transigence, refusal to commit itself to a political solution
within a united Sri Lanka, and penchant for terrorism per-
petually fuel Sinhalese chauvinism. Evidently, that is the
sentiment Mr. Rajapakse hopes to tap for his campaign
against Mr. Wickremesinghe. What the SLFP candidate
needs to realise is that playing to the Sinhala-Buddhist
gallery will only help the LTTE justify its extremism. Until
now, Mr. Rajapakse was answerable only to his constituency
in southern Sri Lanka. As a leader playing for national
stakes, he has to show a long-term plan for the country.
Instead, he has chosen Premadasa-like pragmatism. In con-
sequence, the coming elections are likely to be focussed on
which of the two candidates is a better manager of the
contradictions of Sri Lankan politics, rather than who has
the better vision for the country and for resolving the main
question confronting it — the Tamil question. /
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JVP to back Raj
in Lanka polls <.

COLOMBO, Sept. 5. —
Sri Lanka’s main Marxist
party today said it would
support Prime Minister
Mr Mahinda Rajapakse in
the Presidential election
as he had agreed to scrap
the tsunami aid sharing
deal with the Tamil Tigers,
adopt a new cease fire
agreement and review the
role of Norway in the
peace process.

The JVP said Mr
Rajapakse, candidate of
the ruling  People’s

Alliance, has agreed to
their 12-point memoran-
dum outlining the policies
to be pursued by him if he
won the Presidential elec-
tion, to be held any time
between 22 October and
21 November 21.

“We have agreed to sup-

port the candidature of Mr
Mahinda Rajapakse based
on the present conditions
in the country. We will sign
this agreement in five to
six days,” JVP leader Mr
Somawansa Amarasinghe
told reporters here. The
JVP said Mr Rajapakse
agreed to completely scrap
the controversial aid shar-
ing deal with the Tamil
Tigers, to adopt a new
cease fire agreement and
to review the role of peace
broker Norway.

“There are attempts by
national and internation-
al conspirators to violate
the sovereignty of this
country. There are chal-
lenges to the sovereignty
of the nation,” he said.
However, he declined to
say if the party would
rejoin the government
following the latest agree-

\/ N

apakse

g/‘ -

ment with the ruling
party’s Presidential can-
didate. The JVP said the
premier has also agreed
to stop privatisation, a
key policy which
President Mrs Chandrika
Kumaratunga too had
embraced. Mr
Amarasinghe said Mr
Rajapakse will include
the 12-point agreement
with the JVP in his mani-
festo soon.

The Marxist party is bit-
terly opposed to any con-
cessions to Tamil Tigers
and to the cease fire the
previous government
entered into with the rebels
in February 2002. Mr
Rajapakse’s main chal-
lenger at the polls is former
premier Mr Ranil
Wickremesinghe who
wanted to revive the stalled
peace bid with the Tigers.
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‘Sri Lanka: problems of a possible pact

Aposmble alliance between the JVP and Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapakse
ahead of the Presidential election could sharpen the polarisation in the party.

V.S. Sambandan

N SETTING out its conditions for sup-
porting Prime Minister Mahinda Raja-
pakse in the upcoming Sri Lankan
Presidential election, the Janatha Vi-
mukthi Peramuna (JVP) has cast the die for
a polarisation of the island-nation’s electo-
rate into unitarist and non-unitarist camps.

The conditions, which the JVP says have
been accepted by Mr. Rajapakse, are an em-
phaticreiteration of the unitarist status quo.
Consequently, President Chandrika Kum-
aratunga’s paradigm of a federal solution —
which has won broad acceptance among the
island-nation’s two main formations: the
ruling Sri Lanka Freedom Party and its tra-
ditional Left allies, and the Opposition Unit-
ed National Party and its allies — runs the
risk of fading away from the main discourse.

There is also a danger of shrill rhetoric
during the campaigning, rather than any se-
rious criticism of the way the peace process
has been conducted. This could result in the
entrenchment of an unchanged Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam, and thus challenge a
solution within a united and pluralist Sri
Lanka.

Two points in the JVP’s 12 conditions are
likely to distance even the non-LTTE minor-
ity vote from Mr. Rajapakse. Clause Three,
which wants the Presidential aspirant to
“protect, defend and preserve the unitary
nature of the Sri Lankan state,” is one.
Clause Seven, which wants the Presidential
system abolished, is another. Both are likely
to make it difficult for the minority parties,
including those opposed to the LTTE, to
publicly share a platform with the JVP.

One direct outcome of the emerging Raja-
pakse-JVP alliance is the difficulty faced by
anti-LTTE Tamil parties and the other mi-
norities — Muslim and upcountry Tamil for-
mations. The anti-LTTE formations, which
are apprehensive that the Tigers would be
given a free run in the event of a UNP victo-
ry, would also find it difficult to align with
Mr. Rajapakse backed by the JVP holding
onto these conditions.

With the SLFP yet to formally pronounce
its position on the JVP’s conditions, the key
development to watch for is the comfort
level between these two parties in the
emerging equation.

In what turned out to be his final public

PORM

Workers carry a poster of President Chandrika Kumaratunga and Prime
Minister Mahinda Rajapakse, to the venue in Colombo where the ruling
Sri Lanka Freedom Party is meeting on Tuesday to ratify the latter’s
candidature for the Presidential election. -~ PHOTO: AFP.

appearance, the late Lakshman Kadirgamar
lauded Ms. Kumaratunga for changing the
mindset of the SLFP towards one that found
afederal solution acceptable.

Now, with the JVP agreement to be
signed, the SLFP will have to decide whether
to continue along the Kumaratunga path of
federalism or revert to its pre-1994 unitarist
mould. The high-point of the latter stance
was the SLFP’s opposition to the India-Sri
Lanka Accord that provided for Provincial

Councils. But now a clear public positioning
by the main Presidential aspirants that con-
tinuity would be maintained with the Kum-
aratunga paradigm on the key issue of
conflict resolution becomes critical.

An emerging strand of realpolitik is the
manner in which the two ends of the politi-
cal spectrum — the JVP and the LTTE —
have started calling the shots for the poll.
The LTTE has, for the moment, expressed
“disinterest” in “southern politics.” But go-

ing by past experience it is evident that as
election-day nears, its position will become
more visible — through words and deeds.

Also on test will be an axiom that Sri
Lanka’s directly elected Executive President
is a safeguard for the minorities and hence
the victor is determined by the minority
vote. A broad indication that this need not
necessarily be the case presented itself in
the 1999 Presidential re-election of Ms.
Kumaratunga. In 1994, Ms. Kumaratunga
was swept to power, winning an unprece-
dented 62.28 per cent of the all-island vote.
She polled more than 50 per cent in all
electoral districts — the highest (87.30 per
cent) was in Tamil-majority Batticaloa dis-
trict. Though she won 96.35 per cent of the
popular vote in Jaffna; the 1994 election saw
alow turnoutin the northern town with only
16,934 people voting.

In the 1999 re-election, Ms. Kumaratunga
won 51.12 per cent of the all-island vote — a
clear drop across the island’s 22 electoral
districts. She crossed the 50 per cent mark
only in 14 districts and fared badly in the
Tamil-majority electoral districts. For in-
stance, in Batticaloa, she polled a mere 34.66
per cent. Her second victory, hence, was
despite the minority Sri Lankan Tamil vote
going against her.

The 1999 outcome has one important
bearing on the coming election — that a -
Presidential victor need not necessarily
have the complete backing of the Tamil vote.

While the JVP’s condition that a solution
should be within a unitary framework would
push the anti-LTTE Tamil votes away from
Mr. Rajapakse; the other condition that the
Executive Presidency be abolished could
cost him the support of Muslims and up-
country Tamils. One implication of this
would be the possible hardening of electoral
rhetoric in the days ahead and the risk of a
victory for a JVP-backed candidate being
translated into a victory for a majoritarian
unitary state.

The more lasting consequence would be
that the rhetoric surrounding these two
clauses — particularly retaining the unitarist
state — would dilute the other critical points
in the proposed agreement such as re-nego-
tiating the ceasefire agreement, reworking
an agreement on tsunami reconstruction,
and peace talks involving all parties.



“The Tigers must feel the heat

for what they have done”

Sri Lanka’s new Foreign Minister Anura Bandaranaike has no doubts aboutthe role of
the LTTE in the August 12 assassination of Lakshman Kadirgamar. In an exclusive
interview, Mr. Bandaranaike says election time is also killing time in his country. Excerpts:

Amit Baruah N5 \ &

yo-

What is the objective of your visit to New
Delhi?

Anura Bandaranaike: After I was un-
expectedly allocated the portfolio of foreign
affairs under very tragic circumstances, I
wanted to send a loud and clear message to
the world of our [Sri Lanka-India] friend-
ship.

I still recall what my mother [Sirimavo
Bandaranaike] said before she died. She said,
remember, our best friend is India. And, our
friends are the Gandhis. So, with the return
of the Gandhi family ... it was only logical
that I come here first.

What effect do you think the tragic
assassination of Lakshman Kadirgamar will
have on the peace process?

It will have a tremendous effect because
the evidence that we have so far found has
definitely indicated that it was a job done by
the LTTE [Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam]. He [Kadirgamar] was on the hit list, as
you know, for the last 10-11 years.

Why did they [the Tigers] choose this par-
ticular time? On the eve of Presidential elec-
tions, to kill him; it’s something that puzzles
a lot of us. It’s very difficult for democratic
politicians like us to put our mind frame into
the mind frame of a terrorist killer. We think
democratically, they don’t.

So, why they chose [to kill Kadirgamar],
and at this point, no one knows. Another
good example is the killing of [former Sri
Lankan President Ranasinghe] Premadasa
[by the LTTE] who sent out the IPKF [Indi-
an Peace-Keeping Force], who played up to
the LTTE, who gave vast amounts of money
from the treasury [to the Tigers], which was
totally illegal and immoral. We have evi-
dence of it being transported to the north.
He [Premadasa] brought them [the Tigers]
to Colombo for several discussions and they
killed him.

Now, the killing of Rajiv Gandhi was also
something that nobody expected. They
knew the wrath of the world would come on
them, but they didn’t care a hoot.

What is the future of the ceasefire
agreement between your Government and
the Tigers?

Well, we are trying very hard ... [turns to
Jayantha Dhanapala, Senior Adviser to Pres-
ident Chandrika Kumaratunga]

Jayantha Dhanapala: The ceasefire has
been violated 3,066 times by the LTTE up to
the end of July and 136 times by the Govern-
ment. But, the Government’s violations have

Anura Bandaranaike ...
— PHOTO: SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR.

been restricted to harassment at check-
points, which is minor compared to the egre-
gious violations of the LTTE, consisting of
assassinations, abductions, various kinds of
torture, and, of course, child recruitment,
which is over 50 per cent of their violations.

We have pointed out the imperfections in
the ceasefire agreement because we know
there are no sanctions at all for persistent
violations.

It is a very imbalanced ceasefire agree-
ment, but we continue with it because, as a
responsible Government, we cannot abro-

worried about the violence.

gate a ceasefire and plunge the country into
conflict.

At the same time, there is an urgent need,
especially following the brutal killing of the
Foreign Minister of the country, for us to try
to find ways and means of stopping the kill-
ings. And, for some time, even before the
assassination, we have been discussing with
the Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission how best
this can be done. Now, after the assassina-
tion, it has become more urgent.

So, what we have proposed is a technical-
level discussion of the ceasefire agreement,

conducted by the local military commanders
with the military cadres of the LTTE so that
all killings should stop. We are not at all
supportive of any killings on any side; we
want the ceasefire to stop all killings and we
want to stop all child recruitment as well.
We would like to have this discussion in
Sri Lanka and we have made this abundantly
clear. We are not talking about a discussion
on the core issues of the peace process at this
stage of the peace process because it would
be far too premature given the current sit-
uation, where there is a total lack of trust.

What would you like the Indian Government
to say or do at this juncture?

Anura Bandaranaike: We would like
the Indian Government to be very emphatic
to the free world that this [the LTTE] is a
terrorist organisation ... try to influence the
Europeans, in particular, who have been
misled by the Norwegians into various other
channels, away from the LTTE.

They must feel the heat for what they have
done [the assassination of Lakshman Ka-
dirgamar]. Election time is killing time. It
[the Rajiv murder] happened during elec-
tion time in India; it happened in Sri Lanka
twice during elections.

We are going to face two [Presidential and
parliamentary] elections probably one after
the other or [both] on the same day, I don’t
know. India’s concerns were expressed by
sending its Defence Minister [Pranab Muk-
herjee] for his [Kadirgamar] funeral, which
we appreciate very much.

India has done everything it can, but we
would like them to be very hard on them [the
LTTE] for ceasefire violations and political
killings.

The United Kingdom has recently announced
new steps against those who speak in favour
of terrorist violence. In the fight of what's
happened in Sri Lanka, should European
Governments be more proactive on the
question of LTTE activities like raising
funds?

Definitely. I think the Europeans have
been misinformed deliberately ... the role of
Norway is under severe criticism in Sri
Lanka.

How wili your Government manage the
question of violence in the run-up to the
elections?

We cannot manage it. You'll could not
manage it either. How can we manage it? It’s
not possible. We really come back to the
original point that we don’t know what their
[LTTE] agenda is; we don’t know what they
will do.
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poll this year: apex court

SLFP accepts ruling, says it will work for success of Rajapakse

V. S. Sambandan

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s Supreme
Court on Friday unanimously
ruled that the next Presidential
election would have to be held lat-
er this year.

Holding that President Chan-
drika Kumaratunga’s second six-
year term of office commenced on
December 22, 1999, a five-mem-
ber Bench directed Commissioner
of Elections Dayananda Dissa-
nayake to hold the next Presiden-
tial poll accordingly.

The 25-page verdict, read out by
Chief Justice Sarath N. Silva said:
“The President will hold office for
a period of six years commencing
on the date on which the result of
the election is declared being in
the present case, 22nd December
1999.” The court “directed” the
Commissioner of Elections “to
take steps on that basis” to con-
duct the next poll.

Elmore Perera, counsel for the
Commissioner of Elections told
The Hindu that according to the
Constitution, the next Presiden-
tial poll would have to be held be-
tween October 22 and November
21 this year.

The Sri Lankan President, who

&« Commissioner of Elections
directed to take steps

= Verdict ends year-long
speculation

= Matter was referred to
Supreme Court in early
August

enjoys vast executive powers, is
directly elected by the people in an
all-island poll.

The verdict ends a nearly year-
long speculation on the timing of
the Presidential poll. Ms. Kumara-
tunga, who was first elected Presi-
dent in 1994 for a six-year term,
opted for an early Presidential re-
election in 1999 — a year ahead of
schedule. After surviving a suicide
bomb attack on the last day of her
election campaign, she was de-
clared elected on December 22,
1999 and was sworn in immediate-
ly as President for the second
term.

The controversy over the period
of her second term started last
year when Ms. Kumaratunga said
a “secret swearing-in ceremony”
was held in 2000 to mark the start
of her second tenure.

The Opposition United Nation-
al Party had protested against
what it termed as Ms. Kumara-
tunga’s attempt to extend her
presidency.

This July it took out a long
march from Dondra, in the south-
ern tip of Sri Lanka, to Colombo
demanding that the Presidential
poll be held in 2005.

The matter was referred to the
Supreme Court in early August by
Ms. Kumaratunga. Subsequently
the all Buddhist-clergy parliamen-
tary party, the Jathika Hela Uru-
maya (JHU) also moved the court.

As the Constitution sets a two-
term limit on Presidency, Ms.
Kumaratunga would be unable to
contest for another term.

The ruling Sri Lanka Freedom
Party (SLFP) has already named
its Prime Minister, Mahinda Raja-
pakse, as its Presidential candi-
date, while the Opposition UNP,
has chosen its leader and former
Prime Minister, Ranil Wickremes-
inghe.

In Parliament, Cabinet spokes-
person Nimal Siripala de Silva said
the SLFP accepted the ruling and
would work for the success of Mr.
Rajapakse, the state-run radio Sri
Lanka Broadcasting Corporation
(SLBO) reported.
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/ L,TT E wants to talk
“to av, Qld terror tag &

By Jal Taraporevala?f NN

he assertion by the
I leader of the political
wing of the LTTE, SP
Tamilselvan, that the gov-
ernment will have to demon-
strate flexibility if progress
is to be achieved in negotia-
tions highlights the compet-
ing pulls which the Tigers
are seeking to balance. By
expressing cautious opti-
mism about current peace
efforts, Thamilselvan is try-
ing to deflect criticism of the
LTTE for its alleged involve-
ment in the assassination of
foreign minister Lakshman
Kadirgamar earlier this
month.

Besides, although the 2002
ceasefire agreement has in-
creasingly come under
strain (especially in eastern
Sri Lanka), a return to the
armed struggle is an unvi-
able option for the LTTE at
this stage. This is because
the LTTE lacks the requisite
firepower to secure its polit-
ical objectives on the battle-
field, there is a sense of war
weariness at the grassroots
level which it cannot ignore

LTTE political wing leader
S P Tamilselvan

NEWS
ANALYSIS

and global realities in the
post-9/11 period have placed
considerable pressure on the
Tigers not to jettison the
ceasefire.

At the same time, by un-
derscoring the LTTE’s grow-
ing impatience with the
stalled peace  process,
Thamilselvan is implicitly
focusing attention on cer-
tain core demands. These in-
clude abrogating emergency
regulations and reviving the
joint mechanism for the dis-
tribution of tsunami aid:

F\‘ e

which has v1rtually been
suspended after the supreme
court stayed the implemen-
tation of some key aspects of
the scheme. In addition, the
LTTE is likely to increasing-
ly press for greater freedom
of movement for Tamils, re-
strictions on troop move-

i ments and a more effective

security cover to be provided
to its officials travelling in
government-controlled ar-
eas. For its part, the Ku-
maratunga administration
will be reluctant to yield
substantial ground on these
questions unless it achieves
headway in getting the LTTE
to soften its stand on stricter
monitoring of the ceasefire
and curbs on the stockpiling
of illegal weapons.

As long as these differ-
ences persist, there is little
prospect for commencing ne-
gotiations on an interim
power-sharing arrangement
in Lanka that is so essential
for revitalising the search
for peace. In any case, the
substantive gap on the core
issues that will form the ba-
sis of such discussions still
remains extremely wide.
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Chandrik:
brother
new foreign
minister

Colombo, Aug. 22 (Reuters):
The brother of Sri Lankan
President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga was sworn in as
foreign minister today to re-
place Lakshman Kadirgamar,
assassinated bv suspected
Tamil Tiger rebels. the gov-
ernment said.

Anura Bandaranaike will
also retain his portfolio as
rourist minister. Kumaratun-
ga's office said in a statement.
Finance minister Sarath
Amunugama has taken over
Bandaranaike's Industry and
mvestment promotion portfo-
lio.

“Minister Anura Ban-
daranaike took his oaths as
the minister of foreign affairs
before President Chandrika
Kumaratunga this evening.”
the statement said.

The Bandaranaike family
has been one of the dominant
forces in national politics
since the 1950s. when her fa-
ther founded the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party. Both her par-
ents served as Prime Minister,

Kadirgamar. an ethnic
Tamil who campaigned to
have the LTTE outlawed by the
US and Britain. was shot dead
on August 12 in a killing that
raised the spectre of a return
to a two-decade civil war that
killed more than 64.000 people.

Kumaratunga has square-
lv laid blame for the assassina-
tion on the Tigers, who have
denied any responsibility -— a
denial analyvsts say is a stock
dhisclaimer from the rebels.

Peace mediator Norway is
arranging emergency talks be-
tween the age-old foes in a bid
to find ways to preserve the
three-and-a-half-year truce -
the longest period of relative
peace since the Tigers began
their war for self-rule in
earnest in 1963.

Sri  Lanka's Supreme
Court will announce on Fri-
day whether the next presi-
dential election will take place
this year or next, the chief jus-
tice said today, after a bitter po-
litical feud drove the issue into
the courts.

Kumaratunga is locked in
a public wrangle with her po-
litical opponents over the tim-
ing of the next presidential
election. She cannot run
again, and argues that the con-
stitution allows her to serve
two full six-year terms despite
the fact that she stood for re-
election a year early.
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The death of a ceasefire | .

agreement

Unless Colombo moves rapidly towards

%Mﬁ N
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negotiations for a new ceasefire agreement and a
permanent political solution, it will be guilty of
selling out Tamils in order to buy an illusory
peace for the Sinhalese. ,

Rohini Hensman ;

HE CEASEFIRE Agreement (CFA)

of 2002 is dead: it breathed its last
when Lakshman Kadirgamar was assas-
sinated. When members of one party to a
ceasefire agreement (the LTTE) shoot
dead a leading member of the other par-
ty (the Government of Sri Lanka), they
are in effect killing the agreement. So let
us not kid ourselves with empty rhetoric
about the peace process. The fact is that
the CFA was buried along with
Kadirgamar.

However, this does not mean that war
is inevitable. On the contrary, it offers us
a great opportunity to avert war by put-
ting in place a much stronger CFA. The
assassination of Kadirgamar, which was
only the latest in a string of hundreds of
LTTE murders of independent-minded
Tamils during the ceasefire, was a direct
consequence of fatal flaws in the old
CFA. In a revealing interview in early
August, leader of the Sri Lanka Monitor-
ing Mission Hagrup Haukland said:
“One of the cornerstones of the ceasefire
agreement is that the LTTE should have
the possibility to do political work in the
north and in the east and also have the
freedom of movement of the cadres. If
that cornerstone is removed, then it is in
jeopardy.” It was abundantly clear at
least two years ago what the LTTE’s ‘po-
litical work’ and ‘freedom of movement’
meant: a licence to kill Tamil critics and
abduct Tamil children with impunity.
Mr. Haukland’s statement that this li-
cence is a ‘cornerstone’ of the CFA tacit-
ly assured the LTTE that the SLMM
supported its ‘right’ to commit these
crimes. That assurance, and the past
performance of the SLMM, gave the
LTTE the confidence that it could kill
Kadirgamar (whom the Tigers had
threatened with death several times in
the past) without losing the backing of
the Norwegian monitors.

Yet a ceasefire means nothing if it is
not a commitment that the parties to it
will refrain from killing each other, and
there is no way Kadirgamar’s assassina-
tion can be seen as anything other than
the termination of the agreement. A new
CFA must tie the peace process to water-
tight guarantees of respect for human
and democratic rights by all parties. If
the Norwegian mediators wish to partic-
ipate in the negotiations for such an
agreement, they should make it clear
that they do not support the ‘right’ of
LTTE death squads and press gangs to
do their dirty work with impunity. If
they feel the Sri Lankans are inferior
beings who do not deserve human rights
and democracy, let them go home and
good riddance. Unless the LTTE signs
such an agreement, its members should
be barred from entering Colombo and
other Government-controlled areas.
The Government has been punished for
its laissez-faire attitude to LTTE killings
of Tamil civilians by the loss of one of its
most distinguished members; now it
should begin to protect its citizens from
the LTTE’s criminal activities.

Whether the Norwegians stay or go,
we must call on the United Nations to
provide independent human rights
monitors. The past few years have
shown quite conclusively that there is a
conflict of interest involved in monitor-
ing both the ceasefire and human rights.
The SLMM and Norwegian Government
have consistently ignored human rights
violations in order to preserve what they
call the peace process. Yet it should be
obvious to any sane person that if the

whele conflict started due to violation of
the human and democratic rights of Ta-
mils, it is absurd to think that it can be
resolved by continuing to violate the
rights of Tamils. Therefore it is crucially
important to the peace process to have
monitors whose only remit is to defend
the human rights of all Sri Lankans.
Their role will be especially important in
the uncleared areas, where they must
ensure that all child conscripts are re-
leased and put a stop to child conscrip-
tion as well as killings of civilians — both
of which are defined internationally as
war crimes. And until they guarantee
that the LTTE has stopped child con-
scription, the U.N. should impose on the
LTTE the sanctions it threatened, espe-
cially an embargo on arms sales and fi-
nancial contributions to the LTTE and
its front organisations, and a ban on in-
ternational travel of its members.

The new CFA must recognise that de
facto, there are three parties to the con-
flict: the Government, the Prabakaran
faction and the Karuna faction; indeed,
most of the fighting during the ceasefire
has been between the two latter parties.
Thus a cessation of fighting necessitates
a three-cornered ceasefire. However,
even if the Prabakaran faction refuses to
sign the agreement but the Government
signs it with the Karuna faction, it will
reduce the threat of war and human
rights violations quite significantly, and
is therefore a goal worth pursuing. It
should also be clear that while the CFA
concerns only the armed parties the
peace process and negotiations for anew
constitution are the concern of all citi-
zens, who should therefore be encour-
aged to participate individually and
collectively in arriving at a permanent
political solution that addresses the gen-
uine aspirations of the Tamil people as
well as protecting the human and demo-
cratic rights of all citizens in all parts of
the country. Unless the Government
moves rapidly towards negotiations for a
new CFA and a permanent political solu-
tion, it will be guilty — like the UNF
Government, the Norwegian mediators
and some Sinhalese liberals and NGOs —
of selling out Tamils in order to buy an
illusory peace for the Sinhalese.

By now it should be obvious even to
the most naive that the objective of the
LTTE is not a homeland for Tamils. A
homeland is a place where you need not
fear violence, persecution or discrimi-
nation; the very idea that the LTTE is
trying to achieve this is laughable. What
it is trying to create, on the contrary, is a
vast concentration camp for Tamils,
where any Tamil with courage and integ-
rity — like Lakshman Kadirgamar — can
be incarcerated and tortured or killed.
All those who promote the myth of the
LTTE as the sole representative of Ta-
mils in Sri Lanka are effectively accom-
plices in its drive to liquidate all critics.
The alternative vision, promoted by Ka-
dirgamar in a speech shortly before he
was murdered, is that “The movement
for democracy in certain districts of the
North and East must begin to roll. If the
Government of Norway is unable to
plead this cause with the conviction and
determination that it deserves, it should
stand aside and yield to other parties
who could carry the flag of democracy
into areas where darkness presently pre-
vails.” If his death spurs on the real-
isation of this vision, then he would not
have died in vain. '

(Rohini Hensman is a writer and
rights activist based in Sri Lanka and
India,)
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Tearful farewell to Kadirgamar

Sri Lankan Prime Minister calls upon all countries tq join together to wipe out terrorism
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Foreign Minister Natwar Singh and Defence Minister Pranab Mukherjee pay last respect to the slain Sri Lankan Foreign Minister Lakshman Kadirgamar in
Colombo on Monday. Pakistan Foreign Minister Khurshid Mahmood Kasuri is at extreme left. At right, Sri Lankan President Chandrika Kumaratunga consoles
the wife of Kadirgamar, Suganthie. - PHOTOS: AFP/AP

V.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO: The assassinated Sri
Lankan Foreign Affairs Minis-
ter, Lakshman Kadirgamar, was
cremated here on Monday at a
state funeral attended by Presi-
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga
and a host of foreign dignitaries.

At a funeral oration on behalf
of the nation, Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapakse called upon
“all countries” to “join together
to wipe out terrorism and
strengthen the norms and values
of democratic life.”

The Prime Minister, in his

first public address since the as-
sassination of Kadirgamar, said:
“The evil hand of terror has tak-
en away yet another champion
of peace.”

Pointing out that the late Ka-
dirgamar projected Sri Lanka as
a country that had different
communities speaking different
languages, but sharing a com-
mon heritage, the Prime Minis-
ter said: “It is this ground reality
that the LTTE seeks to destroy.”
Their objective is to divide our
country and destroy our demo-
cratic way of life to which we
stand firmly committed.

The acts of terror across the
world — September 11, the Lon-
don bombings, the assassination
of former Prime Minister, Rajiv
Gandhi, Sri Lankan President R.
Premadasa and Kadirgamar “are
events of the same magnitude,”
he said. “We have no doubt that
all countries of the civilised
world will join us as much as we
join them in the common strug-
gle against terror in every form
and manifestation,” he said.

The state funeral was attend-
ed by official delegations from
several countries, including In-
dia, Pakistan, Nepal, Norway, Ja-

pan, the Maldives and others.

Earlier in the day, a huge turn-
out thronged the neighbourhood
of the late Kadirgamar to bid
him a tearful farewell. The na-
tional flag was lowered to half-
mast as a mark of respect for the
slain Minister and the city wore
a funereal look with white flags
and condolence banners dotting
the city’s public spaces.

Last rites

After religious ceremonies
were performed by members of
the Buddhist clergy at his official
residence, the mortal remains of

Kadirgamar were then taken
with military honours from his
official residence to Colombo’s
Independence Square — a venue
for important national occa-
sions.

As the decorated hearse
wound its way to the cremation
site, followed by over a 1,000
people, the tri-services and the
police marched to a funeral beat.
The school flag of Trinity Col-
lege, Kandy — from where Ka-
dirgamar won the best all-round
student medal — was also car-
ried at the procession.

At the Independence Square,

Kadirgamar’s coffin, draped in
the national flag, was carried by
leading dignitaries. Buddhist,
Christian, Muslim and Hindu
clergy leaders spoke on the need
for peace and prayed for the de-
parted soul.

Kadirgamar’s son, Sri Ratha-
naKadirgamar, and nephew, Ke-
vin Jayawardana, jointly lit the
funeral pyre.

Kadirgamar is survived by his
wife, Suganthie Kadirgamar, two
children from his first marriage
— Mr. Kadirgamar and Ajitha
Perera (daughter) and a grand-
son, Kiera Perera.
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Chalidﬁka to

renew efforts *
for devolution ¢
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Hunt on for sniper; 12 detained

V.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan President
Chandrika Kumaratunga on
Sunday said she would “redou-
ble” her efforts to provide for
political devolution to find an
end to the island-nation’s dec-
ades-long separatist conflict.

In a televised address to the
nation after Friday’s assassina-
tion of the Foreign Affairs Min-
ister, Lakshman Kadirgamar,
the President called for the
“continued support” of all Sri
Lankans and “friends in the in-
ternational community.”

Clad in a white sari symbol-
ising a state of mourning, Ms.
Kumaratunga said: “I will redou-
ble the efforts of my government
for the devolution of power
based on dialogue with all par-
ties.”

She called upon the people to
exercise “restraint” and said the
state of emergency declared on
Saturday was to enable the secu-
rity forces to track down the
assassins.

“Initial indications of the in-

¢ vestigations seem to reveal the

responsibility of the LTTE in the
brutal murder. It is unaccept-
able that a group that talks end-
lessly about being committed to

. a ceasefire would so blatantly vi-

olate it. This violation of the cea-
sefire is the latest in a series of
violations by the LTTE. It has
denied involvement in the mur-
der, but the denial contradicts
the facts and our knowledge of
their long-held desire and their
repeated attempts to murder
both my Tamil Cabinet col-
leagues,” Ms. Kumaratunga said.
[Leader of the anti-LTTE Eelam
People’s Democratic Party Dou-
glas Devananda is also a Cabinet
Minister.]

Praising Mr. Kadirgamar as a
“true patriot, who paid the ulti-
mate price in the service of his
motherland,” Ms. Kumaratunga
said: “We cannot let hate and
terror overcome us. If we are to
achieve lasting peace, we need to
deal with the root causes of the
politics of terror and redress it
objectively and effectively.”

THE HINT U

Sri Lankan authorities on
Sunday said 12 persons were de-
tained for questioning following
a hunt to track down the assas-
sins of Kadirgamar.

“Most of them are from the
north and east. But there has
been nothing so far to link them
with the assassination,” Sri
Lankan military spokesperson
Daya Ratnayake told
The Hindu.

The hunt is on for at least one
sniper who assassinated the For-
eign Minister on Friday night
and a probable accomplice. The
police were unable to state how
many killers were involved in
the assassination, but the Sri
Lankan Inspector General of Po-
lice said on Saturday that it was
“most likely” that there were
two persons.

Newspaper reports on Sunday
described the killing as a “securi-
ty lapse.” Police said the sniper
had gained access to the house
next door to the Foreign Minis-
ter’s private residence and had
shot him with a long-range rifle,
with a telescopic view-finder.
While the tripod used to mount
the rifle was recovered from a
toilet on the first floor of a neigh-
bour’s house, the weapon has
notbeen traced, security sources
said.

A report in the Sunday Leader |

said police officers from the elite
Special Task Force recovered “a
modified tripod with a seat.” The
tripod was reportedly “seven
feet in height and appeared to be
made to measure.”

The officers had also reco-
vered two sets of fingerprints
from the site.

“The tripod had been kept
overlooking the pool at the Min-
ister’s residence. The assassins
had made use of the ventilation
opening in the toilet and the
gunshots were fired from inside
the toilet,” the newspaper quot-
ed DIG of the STF Nimal Lewke
as saying.

Sri Lankan IGP Chandra Fer-
nando told journalists on Sat-
urday that the investigations
“are very, very successful at the
moment.”
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The assassination of Lakshman Kadirgamar has shattered the last remaining illusions
about the peace process in Sri Lanka, about the LTTE, and about Norway’s role and

abilities as a peace facilitator.

Nirupama Subramanian

N 1995, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil

Felam withdrew from a truce and

peace process with the Sri Lankan

Government by blasting two navy
ships in the high security Trincomalee har-
bour. It was an open declaration of military
hostilities, and led to an all-out war between
the LTTE and the Sri Lankan Government
that lasted until 2002.

This time, the LTTE has employed a dif-
ferent tactic. It has declared war against Sri
Lanka but in a way that the Government is
unable to respond. By killing Foreign Minis-
ter Lakshman Kadirgamar, the LTTE has
not just liquidated an arch enemy, who was
responsible for exposing the LTTE’s ugli-
ness to the world, and whose very existence
was a repudiation of the LYTE’s claim of
“sole representative of Tamils.” It has com-
mitted a hostile act against the Government
with the full awareness that the State will
baulk from punitive reaction that could en-
danger the “no-war” situation of the three-
year-old ceasefire. After all, no accountable
politician can ignore the huge constituency
for the peace of the truce both in Sinhala-
majority southern Sri Lanka and in the
North-East.

In a sense, the LTTE never stopped wag-
ing the Eelam war. The fighting between the
two armies stopped with the ceasefire, but
every day since the truce came into exist-
ence in February 2002, the LTTE has fought
an unconventional war against the Govern-
ment. And in this, its main weapon is none
other than the ceasefire agreement.

Using the truce, the LTTE quickly estab-
lished de facto administrative control in the
North-East. The Government had officials
posted in the region, but they took orders
from the Tigers who ran a parallel govern-
ment, collected taxes, had their own police
force. The LTTE also turned the ceasefire
line into a virtual international boundary,
even issuing visitors visas for onward travel.
The Tigers have pounced on every opportu-
nity to drive home that they are the masters
of the North-East.

Simultaneously, the LTTE has been
strengthening itself militarily, rearming it-
self and building an air wing. It deployed
senior cadres in a diplomatic charm offen-
sive, sending them globe-trotting while Ve-
lupillai Prabakaran played host in his
Mullaithivu jungle hideout to a steady
stream of international dignitaries. It did
not seem to matter that the LTTE was pro-
scribed by the United States, India, and Bri-
tain, that there jvere Interpo! “red corner”
notices for Mr. Prabakaran, or that the
LTTE was a known recruiter of children,
over which the United Nations has repeated-
ly expressed concern.

The Sri Lankan Government, which in the
decade before had gone on a global campaign
to squeeze the LTTE's fund-raising and
arms smuggling eapacities, mow found itself
facilitating sefne of these visits by throwing

<1 8

President Chandrika Kumaratunga and Lakshman Kadirgamar. - FILE PHOTO

in Air Force helicopters to ferry Mr. Prabak-
aran’s visitors and easing Customs and other
procedures for the Tigers when they return-
ed from their jaunts abroad.

But the most significant aspect of this
unconventional war for Eelam was the way
in which the LTTE swiftly used the ceasefire
to set itself up as the “sole representative” of
the Tamils. Permitted by the truce to open
political offices in areas of the North-East
under the control of the Government, and
where it previously had only a clandestine
presence, the LTTE established itself as the
predominant, and soon, the only force.

Tamils targeted

Tamil political parties that did not want to
bow to the LTTE withdrew after they were
obliged under the agreement to turn in their
weapons, because it would leave them un-
armed against the LTTE. Those who re-
mained did so at their own risk, and the
LTTE started liquidating them, one by one.
Among the first to be killed was Thurairajah
“Robert” Subathiran of the Eelam People’s
Revolutionary Liberation Front, picked out
long-distance by an LTTE sniper, just as the
Foreign Minister was.

The LTTE added to its list of enemies
Karuna, its military commander in Battica-
loa, who led a rebellion against the top lead-
ership — the first such in the organisation —
citing discrimination by it against eastern
Tamils. The situation got bloodier as the
March 2004 parliamentary elections ap-
proached. The LTTE used murder, political
intimidation, and plain thuggery to ensure
that hand-picked candidates of its proxy, the

Tamil National Alliance, were elected.

Norway, the facilitator of the peace proc-
ess, and the Norwegian-led Scandinavian
ceasefire monitors showed little will to rein
in the LTTE, although they periodically paid
homage to the importance of safeguarding
democracy, pluralism, and human rights in
the North-East. When an EPRLF activist in
Batticaloa recently told a senior SLMM offi-
cial that he feared for his life from the LTTE,
the official advised him to leave the region.

Norway seemed unconcerned even when
the LTTE took this covert war to Colombo,
taking out political opponents in the streets
of the capital in broad daylight. Last year, the
LTTE dispatched a suicide bomber to kill
Douglas Devananda, the leader of the Eelam
People’s Democratic Party and a Minister in
President Chandrika Kumaratunga’s Cabi-
net. Intercepted by policemen before she
reached her target, the human bomb blew
herself up killing the policemen.

But the LTTE notched up other successes,
killing several other members of the EPDP
and People’s Liberation Organisation of Ta-
mil Eelam.

This year, it also killed a top intelligence
official who had been at the forefront of
anti-LTTE operations in the pre-ceasefire
years. Even the Government, in its eager-
ness to show the international community
that it would do nothing to upset the LTTE
or the peace process, did not show strong
enough concern at this violence.

The LTTE would not have done any of this
had it been an honest negotiator. But to any
observer of the drama in Sri Lanka over the
years, and especially since February 2002, it

!

: SRIYANTHA WALPOLA.

has been clear for a while that the LTTE’s
perception of the peace process is not — as
Norway would have us imagine, or as Sri
Lankans have desperately wanted to believe
— as ameans of securing a negotiated federal
political settlement to the Tamil question.

From day one of the ceasefire, each act of
the LTTE — whether the forcible recruit-
ment of children, violence against Muslims
in the region, the battle for control of post-
tsunami reconstruction finances in the
North-East or the lynching of a senior police
official in Jaffna last week — was designed to
take it further towards the goal of a separate
Eelam, and definitely not towards a federal
set-up with Colombo.

It is true that the Sinhala political estab-
lishment is itself divided about the nature of
a permanent solution to the conflict, but to
hold this solely responsible for the intransi-
gence of the LTTE is to miss the point that
the Tigers themselves are not interested in
such a solution.

For the LTTE, the main advantage of the
ceasefire is that it can keep pushing towards
its ultimate goal while the Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment, accountable to its people and to
the international community, can do noth-
ing to stop it.

With the assassination of Mr. Kadirga-
mar, the LTTE has pushed the envelope
even further. It has struck at the heart of the
Sri Lankan state, quite confident that there
will be no comeback. The assassination has
shattered the last remaining illusions about
this peace process, about the LTTE, and
about Norway’s role and abilities as a peace
facilitator.
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ﬁTE UNDER CLOUD, TIGERS DENY INVOLVEMENT

Emergency
Sri Lanka

[4\8/

o N
111

COLOMBO, Aug. 13. — Sri Lanka
declared a state of emergency for an indef-
inite period today following the killing of
foreign minister Lakshman Kadirgamar,
calling the slaying a grave setback to the
peace process. “The re-starting (of talks) is
going to be seriously undermined...,” gove-
rnment spokesman Mr Nimal Siripala de
Silva said. “The LTTE has denied any invo-
Ivement, but we find it difficult to accept.”
The island nation today said it would not
unilaterally violatc a ceasefire with the
Tigers after the military accused the rebels
of killing the 73-year-old minister but
made it clear that, would do everything
necessary to safeguard its citizens. Earlier,
the head of LTTEs political wing, SP
Thamiselvan, said: “We strongly condemn
this attempt to put the blame on us and we
strongly deny any involvement,” he said.
The rebels today said the state needed to
look “inwards” to get at the killers.
President Chandrika Kumaratunga
declared a state of emergency to facilitate
enhanced security measures and probes
into this act of “wanton terror” and app-
ealed for calm. The Tamil Christian minis-
ter, a close confidant of the President, was
shot in the head and chest at his heavily-
guarded residence here last night by two
snipers perched on an adjacent building.
Police chief Chandra Fernando conceded a
security lapse. He said the killers shot the
minister from a bathroom of the house
which had not been properly checked.
Describing Kadirgamar, who had led the
efforts to ban the LTTE as a terrorist outfit,
as a “hero of our times”, she said: “He

'HE

India condemns killing

NEW DELHI, Aug. 13. — India has con-
demned the assassination, calling it a
“heinous act”. Union defence minister Mr
Pranab Mukherjee, MEA minister Mr K
Natwar Singh and foreign secretary Mr
Shyam Saran, will attend the funeral. PT1

waged a relentless war against terrorism
despite continuous threats to his life.” The
slain minister will be publicly cremated
with state honours on Monday in Col-
ombo’s Independence Square, a Cabinet
member said. The government has
declared Monday a day of mourning.

The emergency gives security forces
sweeping powers to arrest and detain sus-
pects for long periods. “We strongly sus-
pect the Tigers because he (Kadirgamar)
received threats from the LTTE,” defence
ministry spokesman Mr Daya Ratnayake
said. “Only two weeks ago, we arrested
two suspected LTTE men who had been
spying on the minister.” Seven persons
were detained and a massive security
operation was launched with police con-
ducting house-to~house searches in
Colombo. All vekicles coming into and
going out of the city are being checked.
Military aircraft hovered over rebel-held
territories to monitor the movement of the
separatists. Mr Hagrup Haukland, chief of
Norway’s truce monitors, said the assassi-
nation was a “big, big blow to the ceasefire
and the whole peace process”.

The Oxford-educated minister was the
most senior Sri Lankan leader to be assas-
sinated since a bomb attack killed Presid-
ent Ranasinghe Premadasa in May 1993.
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yr1 Lanka declares

¢ emergency ¢
Door-To-Door Hunt For Minister’s KiIIers

Colombo: A state of emergency was im-
posed in Sri Lanka on Saturday, hours after
the assassination of foreign minister Lak-
shman Kadirgamar, suspected to have been
carried out by the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Ealam (LTTE).

“A state of national emergency has been
declared to facilitate enhanced security
measures and effective investigation into
this act of wanton terror,” President Chan-
drika Kumaratunga’s office said in a state-
ment. “The President appeals for calm and
restraint in the face of this grave and cow-
ardly attack upon Sri Lanka,” it added. The
minister, whose killing TOI had reported in

» NOT US SAY TIGERS: Denying involve-

ment in the killing of Lakshman Kadirga-
mar, the LTTE on Saturday said the govern-
ment must look “inwards” to get to the
killers who were trying to sabotage the frag-
ile truce. In a statement posted on the pro-
rebel Tamilnet website, it said there were
government insiders who were seeking to
sink the Norway-brokered truce by using
violence and accusing the separatlsts Agencnes

ficial function when he was attacked.
The emergency was declared to give secu-

» INDIA CONDEMNS KILLING: India on Sat
urday condemned the killing of Lakshman
Kadirgamar as a “heinous act” of terrorism
by those seeking to undermine the nation’s
unity and political stability. “We have learnt
with deep shock and profound grief of the
brutal killing of a friend of India. It is a
heinous act and we condemn it unreserved-
1y’ external affairs ministry spokesman
Navtej Sarna said. agencies

its final edition on Friday, will be cremated
here on Monday.

The announcement came after the Friday
night's assassination of 73-year-old
Kadirgamar, a Tamil Christian and a Jaffna
native who had led the efforts to ban the
LTTE as a terrorist outfit. He was shot sev-
eral times in the head and chest at his heav-
ily-guarded home by suspected rebel
smpers He was rushed in critical condition
"o hospital, where he died.

The Oxford-educated foreign minister
was shot between 10 pm and 11 pm and suc-

rity forces sweeping powers to arrest and
detain suspects for long periods.

Defence ministry spokesman Daya Rat-
nayake has asked Colombo residents to re-
main indoors on Saturday to allow a major
search operation to go ahead. He said the
Tamil Tigers were the prime suspects in the
slaying but the authorities were working
with an “open mind”. “We strongly suspect
the Tigers because he had threats from the
LTTE,” Ratnayake said. “Two weeks ago,
too, we arrested two suspected LTTE men
who had been spying on the minister.” Ku-

_maratunga’s spokesman did not say how
long th/eemﬁ"éency would last. agencies

P
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Colombo, Aug. 13 (Reuters):
Sri Lankan foreign minister
Lakshman Kadirgamar was
shot near his Colombo resi-
dence late today and rushed to
intensive care in critical con-
dition, police said.

The shooting comes amid
escalating tensions between
the government and the Tamil
Tigers rebels, who have re-
peatedly threatened to resume
atwo-decade civil war because
of arash of violence in the is-
land’s restive east that each
side blames on the other.

“The foreign minister was
shot. He is being treated in in-
tensive care,” said Constable
H.A. Hemapala, who is at-
tached to the police unit at the
National Hospital in Colombo.

Military and government
sources confirmed the shoot-
ing. “His condition is critical,”
said a top government aide on
condition of anonymity. “We
are awaiting further news
from the hospital.”

Officials declined to com-
ment when asked who was

suspected to be behind the
shooting. Police cordoned off
the roads around the resi-
dence of Kadirgamar, a top ad-
viser of President Chandika
Kumaragtunga in Sri Lanka’s
protracted peace process with
the Tigers. Helicopters circled
overhead.

Heavily armed police offi-
cers fanned out into the plush
central Colombo neighbour-
hood, searching the area.

Kadirgamar is a Tamil
Christian, an unusual combi-
nation in a country dominated
by Sinhalese Buddhists and
Tamils.

He was educated at Trinity
College, Kandy, and obtained a
Bachelor of Laws (Honours)
degree in 1953. He also has a
B.Lit. from Oxford University.
He practiced law at the Lanka
Bar and in London until 1974,
when he became a consultant
to the International Labour
Organisation in Geneva.

Kadirgamar is a long-time
supporter of the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party (SLFP). He

Lanka minister shot,
in critical condition

was foreign minister in the
SLFP government of Prime
Minister Sirimavo Ban-
daranaike. After the defeat of
the government in 2001, he be-
came special adviser on for-
eign affairs to Kumaratunga.

Despite being himself a
Tamil, he strongly supported
the Bandaranaike govern-
ment’s policy of not negotiat-
ing with the Tamil Tigers in
northern Sri Lanka.

In 2003, Kadirgamar was a
candidate for the position of
secretary-general of the Com-
monwealth, but was defeated
by Don McKinnon of New
Zealand.

In a separate incident, sus-
pected Tamil Tigers today shot
dead a Tamil television pre-
senter and her husband, who
was a supporter of the anti-
rebel front, police said.

Relanki Selvarajah, a pre-
senter for the state-run Ru-
pavahini Television Network
and her husband S. Selvarajah
were shot dead in Colombo’s
Bambalapitiya area.
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pakse named for Pr951dent M

SLFP chooses Anurh darana|ke as Prime Minister candldaste in next poll

V. S/Sambandan

C@LOMBO: The ruling Sri Lanka
reedom Party (SLFP) on
Thursday officially named Prime
Minister Mahinda Rajapakse as
its candidate for the next Presi-
dential election, and said Presi-
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga
would lead the poll campaign.

The SLFP also announced

2 8 i o

that senior Cabinet Minister An-
ura Bandaranaike (Ms. Kumara-
tunga’s younger brother) would
be the Prime Minister “when
Mr. Rajapakse becomes Presi-
dent.”

Chandrika for campaign

Announcing the decision tak-
en earlier in the day by the par-
ty'’s central committee,
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Government spokesperson Ni-
mal Sripala De Silva said Ms.
Kumaratunga had decided the
candidature of Mr. Rajapakse.
“It was her wish that Mahinda
Rajapakse, our Prime Minister,
be the Presidential candidate.
The campaign will be led by
none other than the President to
ensure that [the Leader of the
Opposition United National Par-

ty and former Prime Minister]
Ranil Wickremesinghe is defeat-
d’}

Poll plank to be decided

The poll plank of the SLFP,
Mr. De Silva said, would be de-
cided by a committee which
would “formulate our new poli
based on a review of its present
positions.”




“Lankan army
10 honour "
ceasefire A\

Colombo: The Sri Lank
military on Saturday said it

s totally committed to a
cease-fire agreement with
Tamil Tiger rebels, a day af-
ter the guerrillas threatened
to start using their own
armed escorts in govern-
ment-held areas in breach of
the three-year-old truce.

“Our commitment to the
cease-fire is total,” military
spokesman Brig Daya Rat-
nayake said. Asked to com-
ment on the rebels’ threat to
use armed guards, he said:
“There is no room for such
things under the ceasefire
agreement.” He did not elab-
orate.

The rebels have demanded
more security for their rep-
resentatives who conduct po-
litical activities in govern-
ment-controlled areas.

They had given the gov-
ernment a Thursday dead-
line to improve security and
on Friday relayed their
warning about starting their
own security escorts in a let-
ter delivered to the govern-
ment by ceasefire monitors.

The ceasefire accord al-
lows the rebels to conduct
politics but not to carry arms
in government areas.

There was no immediate
new statement from the
Tigers on Saturday.

The rebels began fighting
in 1983 for a separate home-
land for minority ethnic
Tamils in the country’s
northeast, claiming discrim-
ination by the majority Sin-
halese.

The conflict killed nearly
65,000 people before the 2002
cease-fire,

Post-truce peace talks have
been stalled since 2003 over
rebel demands for wide
autonomy. ap
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i Lanka govt rushies

forces to
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Colombo: Sri Lankan police
have sent hundreds of rein-
forcements to the country’s
northeastern region as tensions
mounted after troops shot dead
a suspected Tamil rebel, police
and military officials said on
Friday.

Men were being moved from
neighbouring police stations as
security forces increased their
presence in the district of Trin-
comalee where navy sailors on
Thursday night killed a sus:
pected rebel in a shootout, a po-
lice official said. He said securi-
ty personnel in the area were
also taking extra precautions
when travelling within the re-
gion following a spate of at-
tacks that injured at least 20
people in the past five days.

Military spokesman Daya ™
Ratnayake said security forces recovered
the body of a Tiger rebel together with an
automatic weapon used in the firefight
with the navy. Sri Lankan President Ku-
maratunga on Thursday ordered “specific
measures” to bring the situation under
control after an upsurge of violence fol-
lowing the killing of four Tigers.

There was no immediate response from
the Tigers to the latest developments but
Tamil legislator Joseph Pararajasingham
said the situation was highly volatile in
the region.

“There is a lot of tension and the situa-
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tion is not good,” Pararajasingham said
while expressing fears for the stability of
the Norwegian-brokered truce that has
been in place since February 2002. The
Tigers on Monday had warned that Sri
Lanka could slip back into war and ac-

- cused the government of provoking them

to break the truce.

Furopean truce monitors rushed to the
rebels’ area on Thursday to meet guerrilla
leaders to try and avert more attacks. The
rebels had given the government 14 days
before Thursday’s deadline to improve se-
curity—or risk a return to civil war. agences
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~East Sri Lanka turns
into a killing field

Batticaloa, Sri Lanka:
Killers on motorbikes hunt
down their targets every-
where in this strip of Sri
Lanka’s coastline: In tem-
ples, stations or rice fields.

An internationally moni-
tored ceasefire hasn’t
stopped it. Days ago, gun-
men suspected to be Tamil
Tiger rebels sprayed three
Sri Lankan soldiers with
dozens of bullets, killing

A Tamil man sweeps at a mass cemetery for LTTE cadres
on the outskirts of Kilinochchi in Sri Lanka

them as they boarded a mo-
torised rickshaw.

About 90% of the 425
such killings reported since
the government and the
Tamil Tiger rebels signed a
Norwegian-brokered 2002
cease-fire have occurred

0
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around the eastern town of
Batticaloa — an area that’s
become a killing ground in
the shadow of Sri Lanka’s
supposedly suspended civil
war.

The latest wave has left
people here confused and
terrified. Who is Kkilling
whom? They just don’'t
know.

In theory, the cease-fire
means there should be no

fatalities. Area residents,
mostly farmers, fishermen
and traders, had hoped the
truce would bring normal-
cy, and things were quiet for
a while.

But then Batticaloa, 225
km east of Colombo, be-

came the centre of violence
after a split in among the
Tamil Tigers in March 2004.

The Batticaloa-based
Tigers—alleging regional
discrimination—rose
against the guerrillas’ cen-
tral leadership, based in the
north of this island country.

But almost anyone else
around Batticaloa can also
be a victim—breakaway
rebels, innocent civilians
and former militants
from nearly a dozen
groups that have
moved into official
politics, said Helen
Olafsdottir, a spokes-
woman for the Norwe-
gian-led Sri Lanka
Monitoring Mission.

Election candi-
dates, university
teachers, journalists
and government offi-
cials have all been tar-
geted. Media blame
the near-daily killings
on “unidentified gun-
men”. No group
claims responsibility.

The area has a war-
zone feel, with rifle-
carrying policemen
and government sol-
diers standing guard
in the streets, check-
ing the identity pa-
pers of students,
shoppers and work-
ers. The latest cease-
fire lets unarmed
rebels travel freely for
political work.

Many senior Sri
Lankan military officials
say the rebels have taken
advantage of that freedom,
using it to eliminate oppo-
nents. Truce monitors have
warned that killings may
derail the already-fragile
peace process. ap
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SATURDAY, JUNE 25, 2005

Sri Lanka and post-
tSunami structure 4.

ow that Sri Lanka has established the Post-Tsu-

nami Operational Management Structure, the

Government and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil

Eelam must, without further delay, get down to
the task of repairing the extensive destruction that the
ocean left behind almost all round the country’s coast on
December 26, 2004. The agreement signed by the Govern-
ment and the LTTE for establishing a joint mechanism to
disburse international financial aid for reconstruction was
six months in the making, already too long a wait for the
people whose homes the tsunami washed away. But such are
Sri Lanka’s special circumstances that the agreement is
nothing short of a miracle. The idea of the joint mechanism
was problematic from the beginning. Would the LTTE use it
to grab administrative powers in the North-East? Would the
group use it as a stepping-stone to reach its goal of an
independent Eelam? Over and above these doubts was the
threat by the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna to pull out of the
ruling coalition. On the other side was the reality that the
LTTE has de facto administrative control of the North-East,
and that international aid was conditional on the setting up
of a joint mechanism. In setting up the P-TOMS despite
political difficulties, especially after the JVP’s withdrawal
from the coalition, President Chandrika Kumaratunga has
shown exemplary courage. The absence of opposition to the
P-TOMS from India also appears to have played a crucial
role in the decision.

As Sri Lanka’s only truly non-chauvinist, non-majoritar-
ian leader, President Kumaratunga has had one overriding
goal through two terms as President: to bring peace to her
country. At times, this goal seemed to have slipped out of her
grasp, as the LTTE and the opposition United National Party
played dangerous games with her plans for peace. Now, with
a year to go before her second and final term comes to an
end, President Kumaratunga has taken the path that she
believes is just and the way forward, not merely for post-
tsunami reconstruction, but also for a permanent peace. It
may, as the President believes, bridge to some extent the
trust deficit between the Government and the LTTE and
prod life back into the stalled peace process. The P-TOMS is
sure to cause a realignment of political forces, considering
that a presidential election is due in 2006, and the air is thick
with other possibilities, including that of a parliamentary
election. Aside from the opposition from the JVP and some
elements of the Buddhist clergy to the P-TOMS, the un-
happiness among Sri Lanka’s Muslims over not being co-
signatories to the agreement — Muslim-majority areas in
the east were badly affected in the tsunami — must be
watched for its political fall-out. For the peace process, the
main implication is this: President Kumaratunga has dem-
onstrated that she will go a long way to safeguard the peace,
even if the practicalities entail losing the support of crucial
political forces in southern Sri Lanka. That leaves the LTTE
with no excuse//oO stay away from the peace process any

longer. ’
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Lankan Marxist 'i)ar}y

11

Associated Press 'QNPresident, Ms Chan-
- Kumaratumnga

COLOMBO, June 16.
—— The Sri Lankan
President’s refusal to
drop a plan to share
tsunami relief with
separatist Tamil rebels
drove a Marxist party
from the governing
coalition today, threat-
ening the govern-
ment’s hold on power
but unlikely to cause its
immediate collapse.
The deal, supported
by the Sri Lankan
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would establish a body
run by the government
and the rebels to
ensure billions of dol-
lars in aid is distributed
to all tsunami-hit
areas, including in the
Tamil-majority north
and east, parts of
which are controlled
by the Tamil Tiger

rebels. The tsunami
killed more than
31,000 Sri Lankans

and displaced about a

quits %ovt
milliong ‘;n e. “We

leave with a sense of
deep regret for work
not completed,” Mr
Somawansa
Amerasinghe, head of
the People’s Libera-
tion Front, said in
announcing the party’s
decision. “Our earnest
request to safeguard
the integrity of the
country fell on deaf
ears,” LTTE began
fighting in 1983 for an
independent  home-
land for ethnic Tamils.
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JVP pulls out—

of Government

“Return depends on steps takep iy
President Chandrika Kumaratinga” \7{\}0

, \
V.S. Sambandan % M‘)’; o Says its “mission Is to

COLOMBO: The Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna, Sri Lanka’s main rul-
ing ally, on Thursday formally
withdrew from the 14-month
coalition Government, with a
“mission to return soon” and
with “greater” numbers. The
party, however, has kept the
door open on a possible return,
saying it would depend on the
steps taken by President Chan-
drika Kumaratunga.

“We leave with a sense of deep
regret of work not fully complet-
ed,” JVP leader Somawanse Am-
arasinghe told a  press
conference here.

The JVP, with 39 MPs, with-
drew support to the United Peo-
ples’ Freedom Alliance after Ms.
Kumaratunga refused to yield to
its ultimatum that the proposal
to share international assistance
for post-tsunami reconstruction
of the north and east with the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam be withdrawn.

“Regrettably, our earnest re-
quest to maintain the integrity
of this country had fallen on
deaf, autocratic ears,” Mr. Am-
arasinghe said.

Political fallout

On the political consequences
of the pullout, he said: “Once we
leave the UPFA and sit in the
Opposition in Parliament, the
hold of the other key partner, the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party, on the
politics of this country will van-
ish within weeks.”

The JVP has withdrawn sup-
port to the coalition both at the
national and provincial council
levels.

“There is no point in staying
in this Government, which can-
not safeguard the sovereignty
and security of this country,”
Mr. Amarasinghe said.

The JVP was a critical factor
in the multi-party combine’s vic-

¥ ’ .

return soon” and with
“greater” numbers

« Support withdrawn at
both national and
prnvmiﬁcmﬁ levels

tory in the parliamentary elec-
tions held last April. However,
differences between the two
main allies, the SLFP and the
JVP, persisted through the last
14 months. Things came to a boil
last week when the JVP issued
an ultimatum to Ms. Kumara-
tunga asking her to withdraw the
proposed Post-Tsunami Oper-
ational Management Structure
(P-TOMS) by June 15, failin~
which the party would pull out ¢
Government.

Mr. Amarasinghe, however,
said the party would return to
governance if Ms. Kumaratunga
agreed to reconsider her plan for
P-TOMS, popularly known as
joint mechanism.

“Let us wait till we hear from
the other side. There can be ar
understanding between the twc
parties in the future also. This is
not going to be the first and the
coalition between the JVP anc
the SLFP.”

The party’s pullout marks the
second attempt at an SLFP-JVE
coalition, the first being a five-
week “probationary” govern-
ment that ended when Ms. Kum-
aratunga called for
parliamentary elections in Octo-
ber 2001

Criticising the joint mecha-
nism move, Mr. Amarasinghe
said: “The LTTE has a warfare
machinery, not a welfare ma-
chinery.”

Pointing to the continued kill-
ings by the LTTE, he said the
rebel group “is not going to per-
form miracles when they join
the joint mechanism.”



Lanka leaders rush
0 save coalition

Buddhist monks sit down at the venue where a colleague was staging
into an aid-sharing deal with the LTTE. In Colombo on Wednesday. — AFP
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COLOMBO, June 15. — Sri
Lanka’s President today to go
ahead with a deal to share
tsunami aid with the LTTE,
despite a threat by a ruling
coalition partner to leave the
government at midnight if she
does not back down.

President Ms Chandrika
Kumaratunga, however, has
not set a date for signing the
pact, a top aide said on condi-
tion of anonymity, though he
denied it would happen in the
next day or two. .

Prime Minister Mr Mahin-
da Rajapakse and other law-
makers from Ms Kumaratun-
ga’s party were in round-the-
clock meetings with the
Marxist People’s Liberation
Front, who say the deal threat-
ens the country’s sovereignty
and will help the LTTE rebels
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in their quest to carve out a

separate state. \ \€

The country’s influejtial
Buddhist monks agree, but
Ms Kumaratunga says her
aid-sharing plan is a golden
opportunity to forge peace
with the guerrillas.

The LTTE demands a say in
how aid gets distributed in the
Tamil-majority north and east
— parts of which are under
rebel control — following the
devastating 26 December
tsunami. The rebels claim that
assistance has not reached
Tamil areas fast enough.

The Marxists’ leader, Mr
Somawansa Amerasinghe,
stepped away from hectic
talks among coalition law-
makers to visit the central city
of Kandy and update two
chief Buddhist monks on the
situation, a senior Marxist
party official said.

Meanwhile, senior monk

THE S™ATESMAN

a fast in protest at gov

ernment plans to enter

Dambara Amila entered the
fourth day of his death-fast to
protest the deal. Mr Rajapakse
appealed to Amila to end the
fast today, but to no avail. “He
needs urgent hospital treat- |
ment,” said Dr Sanath Jay- !
asinghe, who examined Amila.
“Tomorrow maybe too late.”
He said the monk had early
symptoms of kidney failure.

The Marxists hold 39 cru-
cial seats in Ms Kuma-
ratunga’s 119-seat majority in
the 225-member parliament.
If they leave the coalition, Ms
Kumaratunga’s party will be
reduced to a minority and
risks collapse.

Yesterday, more than
10,000 Marxist-backed de-
monstrators rallied in the cap-
ital, Colombo, against the aid
pact. On Monday, police fired |
tear gas at 5,000 protesters
who tried to converge on Ms
Kumaratunga’s home.
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Ally thre
Lanka go

Chandrika push

COLOMBO, June 8. —
The Sri Lankan Presi-
dent’s main Marxist coali-
tion partner today said it
was ready to “sacrifice”
the government to block a
deal she had reached with
the LTTE for distribution
of tsunami aid, in a move
that could topple the
alliance.

The Marxist People’s Li-
beration Front (JVP) said
Ms Chandrika Kumara-
tunga’s decision to enter
into a deal with the rebels
was “dictatorial” and ta-
ken without consulting
coalition members.

JVP leader Mr Wimal
Weerawansa, in the first
ever anpouncement regar-
ding the party’s stance on
the issue, said it was “will-
ing to sacrifice the govern-
ment”.

He added: “The country
needs a government to
defeat separatism, not to
nourish it. In the next few
days we will announce our
decision to save the coun-
try first. The government
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to aid plan

COLOMBO, June 8. — Sri
Lanka's President said her
proposal to join with the LTTE
to distribute tsunami aid is a
gokden opportunity for the
country to forge peace,
despite high-profile opposition
to the plan _ including from
monks on protest fasts.
“Today we have a goiden
opportunity to stop fighting
and mave forward through
peace,” Ms Chandrika
Kumaratunga was quoted as
saying in the state-run Daily
News newspaper today. — AP

comes later.”

Mr Weerawansa vowed

to defeat the President’s
moves even as Ms Kuma-
ratunga pledged to press
ahead with the proposed
plan that has been en-
dorsed widely by the inter-
national donor community.

The JVP argued that the

proposed deal with the
LTTE could be a stepping
stone for a separate state
the guerrillas have been
fighting for decades.
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Reuters
Colombo, June 8

BUDDHIST MONKS in Sri Lan-
ka started a fast-unto-death
protest on Wednesday against
plans to share tsunami aid with
Tamil Tiger rebels, as intensify-
ing political squabbling inter-
rupted parliament.

“Withdraw the joint mecha-
nism offering state power to the
Tigers,” proclaimed a banner
strung above seven monks who
began their fast outside Colom-
bo’s central railway station.

The country's top Buddhist
monk is sitting on a fast unto
death in protest against the gov-
ernment's bid to establish a
Joint Mechanism with the
LTTE.

The fast unto death, by the
Venerable Dr Omalpe Sobitha
Thero, is being staged outside
the Dalada Maligawa, the holiest
Buddhist shrine in Sri Lanka,
which houses a tooth of the Bud-
dha. This is the first time in his-
tory that the Dalada Maligawa
has been used as a venue for a
political protest.

As per the constitution of Sri
Lanka, Buddhism is the "fore-
most religion" in the country,
and the state is expected to foster
the Buddha Sasana.

A top government aide and
senior diplomats said the pro-
posed pact, which aims to ensure
that $3 billion in badly needed
international tsunami aid is
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The protesting monks at Colombo.

shared fairly across Sri Lanka’s
ethnic divide, was unlikely to be
signed for days.

“It has not been signed yet.
There’s a lot of ironing out to be
done,” one senior aide said on
condition of anonymity. “It will
take days,” he added, knocking
down rumours swirling in local
financial markets that President
Chandrika Kumaratunga had al-
ready secretly signed it.

“We can’t expect the hoi polloi
to understand the complexities
of conflict resolution,” he added,
referring to junior ruling coali-
tion ally the Marxist People’s
Liberation Front (JVP), which is
vehemently against giving the

fast to

to rebels

Tigers aid, self-rule or any form
of legitimacy.

The JVP has promised to quit
the government if the aid pact
with the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) goes
through, which senior govern-
ment officials say could trigger a
snap election.

“As a government we are not
ready to sacrifice more young
lives when this problem (the con-
flict) can be solved through
peaceful negotiations,” Ku-
maratunga said in a War Heroes’
Day address late on Tuesday.

“The (LTTE) is more flexible
and willing today than ever be-
fore so as a democratic, peace-
loving government we must be
in a position to accommodate
them,” she added.

The Tigers, whose two-decade
war against the state Kkilled 64,000
people until a 2002 ceasefire,
warned on Tuesday that govern-
ment foot-dragging over aid
risked endangering the truce.

The JVP, whose own uprising
against the state in the 1970s and
1980s killed an estimated 50,000
people before they renounced vi-
olence and joined the political
mainstream, stepped up their
protest campaign on Wednesday.

JVP parliamentary group
leader Wimal Weerawansa said
the party would quit the ruling
alliance “in the next few days” if
the aid sharing is approved, a
move that would strip away the
government’s slim majority.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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COLOMBO, June 7. —
The Sri Lankan media
minister, Mr Mangala
Samaraweera, resigned
today amid a deepening
rift within the coalition
government over
President Ms Chandrika
Kumaratunga’s plans to
enter into an aid 'sharing
deal with the LTTE.

Mr Samaraweera, once a
staunch ally of Ms
Kumaratunga, quit his

* position as media minister
but will continue to hold
other portfolio of ports and
aviation, an official said.
“He has cited personal rea-
sons for the decisions. He
gave the letter last night
and it has been accepted,”
the official added.

The minister was a key
figure who engineered the
coalition that went on to
narrowly win the April
2004 parliamentary elec-
tions with the support of
the People’s Liberation
Front (JVP). The party is
threatening to quit the
government over Ms
Kumaratunga’s plans to
enter into an aid sharing
deal with the LTTE.

ording to the deal,
thé government and the

“rebels -‘would be partners

YA

President Kumaratunga argues
that the aid sharing deal
would encourage the rebels
to resume stalled peace talks.

for the first time to deliver

foreign tsunami aid in Sri
Lanka’s  Tamil-majority
north and east, parts of
which are under the LT-
TE’s control.

Monks angry

Meanwhile, a powerful
body of Buddhist monks
today said Ms Kumara-
tunga’s political career
would be finished if she
refuses to shelve the aid
sharing plan.

The monk-led National
Bikku Front wields tremen-
dous influence over politics
and society on the island.
Since Sri Lanka’s indepen-
dence from Britain in 1948,
the monks have scuttled
several government efforts
to accommodate the mostly

The Buddhist monks fear that
the deal would help the LTTE
achieve its goal of establishing a
separate state.

Hindu Tamils in the coun-
try’s north and east who
have sought power-sharing
arrangements.

“If the deal is signed, it
would be the end of the
President’s political care-
er,” said Kalawelecgala
Chandraloka, secretary of
the National Bikku Front.

The monks as well as the
the President’s main coali-
tion partner, the JVF, say
the tsunami aid-distribu-
tion proposal threatens
the sovereignty of the
country, because such a
deal would help the LTTE
achieve their goal of estab-
lishing a separate state.

Ms Kumaratunga has
vowed to press ahead with
the plan, however, saying
it would encourage the
rebels to resume stalled

_ nearly two-decades of civil

OVER AID SHARING DEAL WITH LTTE |

ots |

The Tamil Tigers are getting
impatient over what they allege
is the government's delay in
finalising the aid agreement.

peace talks.
Tigers growl

The LTTE’s political chief
has denounced the gov-
ernment’s delay in signing
the deal, and said a fragile
cease-fire signed after

war was in jeopardy.

The truce was “under
serious threat by actions
and inactions of the Sri
Lankan government,” said
SP Thamiiselvan, accord-
ing to a rebel website,

Norway’s ambassador
Mr Hans Brattskar, whose
country is also helping bro-
ker peace on the island.
today held talks with Tha-
milselvan in the northern !
rebel capital of Kilinochchi
over the aid proposal.
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Associated | Press

COLOMBO, June 5. — The
LTTE today said they would
arrange their own transporta-
tion through government con-
trolled-territory if Sri Lanka
fails to provide them with
escorts amid stepped-up ten-
sions between the two sides.

In a letter to the head of the
Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission
(SLMM) — which oversees the
country’s three-year-old truce —
the rebels’ political chief SP
Thamilselvan warned of finding
“other means” if the govern-
ment fails to transport them,
senior rebel officials said on
condition of anonymity.

Days ago, the government for
the first time refused air transport

.o N

" Lanka outfit ups the ante,

to several key LTTE guerrillas
who were asking to fly from the
rebels’ capital, Kilinochchi, to
castern Trincomalee, in protest
over the slaying of a top military
officer by suspected rebels.

The rebels were furious about
the refusal. “The LTTE raised
serious concerns over -delays in
arranging transport,” said Ms
Helen Olafsdottir, spokeswo-
man for the monitoring mission,
confirming having received the
letter. “The LTTE considers
that the delay of the transport is
a serious threat to the cease-
fire,” she said.

Ms Olafsdottir said the rebels’
concerns haq been communicat-
ed to the gyvernment, and was
hopeful tha! 3 “solution may be
found so thit transports may re-
sume or be restored to normal

levels”.

In another development the
bullet-riddled bodies of two
Tamil men were found today in
Colombo, police said.

The exact identities of the
men were yet to be established,
said Mr S Bandara, a policeman
in Kotehena, a Tamil-majority
area in Colombo. He said resi-
dents had informed the police
after finding the bodies by the
roadside close to a Hindu tem-
ple. Police had begun investiga-
tions but no other details were
immediately available.

Meanwhile, a 20-year-old man
was shot dead by suspected
LTTE rebels yesterday in Batti-
caloa. Police said the victim was
a supporter of a breakaway rebel
leader who parted ways with the
main LTTE faction last year.
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Dangers of the LTTE’s air capability

R. Hariharan

INCE THE end of last year, the Sri Lank-

an media have reported off and on about

the newly acquired air capability of the

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam. In
February 2005, a press report said President
Chandrika Kumaratunga had even told the two
former American Presidents, George Bush Sr.
and Bill Clinton, about this in the course of her
briefing on the tsunami disaster and relief work
organised by her Government.

The Sri Lanka Air Force Chief Air Marshal
Donald Perera had briefed the President on the
LTTE’s capability from information gained
through surveillance by unmanned aerial vehi-
cles some time in November 2003. The surveil-
lance revealed that the Tamil militants had built
an airstrip near Iranamadu tank in the Wanni
area and a light aircraft was seen there. A num-
ber of reconnaissance missions are reported to
have shown a paved 1250-metre-long runway at
the site and video footage of at least one light
aircraft landing at the airstrip. One more light
aircraft was probably based there. Air Marshal
Perera had said the two planes spotted on the
new airstrip were similar to the Czech-built Zlin
Z-143. He also said the Tigers were training their
own pilots and were well on the way to establish-
ing a full-fledged air force.

The runway length indicates a capability to
operate medium-sized aircraft such as Dorniers
with ease. Dorniers used by Indian security
forces have the capability to lift one section of
commando troops (12 to 14 persons) with their
load or about 1.2 tonnes of cargo. Basically, the
LTTE gaining air capability will mean loss of the
Government’s sovereign control of Sri Lankan
airspace.

Apart from this, it provides the LTTE capa-
bility to strike at a place of its choosing without
telegraphing its intentions. Thus even with lim-

CARTOONSCAPE

That the LTTE has flouted the spirit of the
peace process with total impunity to strengthen
its ability to wage war should be a matter of \»\"

concern for the international community.

ited air capability, a commando raid of the type
carried out by the LTTE at the Katunayake air-
port becomes much easier to execute. A light
aircraft can evade radar surveillance because of
its minuscule signature and low flying capability.
Some of the more deadly uses of a light aircraft
should be causing sleepless nights to those in
charge of security at Temple Trees, the official
residence of the Sri Lankan President. Even in
the U.S., where the airspace above the White
House is well sanitised, on more than one occa-
sion light aircraft have penetrated the safety
systems.

Deadly uses of light aircraft

Apart from the extreme use of an aircraft for a
suicide attack as was done during 9/11, even light
aircraft give LTTE a number of added oper-
ational capabilities. Airborne commando mis-
sions both on land and at sea, ability to fly in
arms and supplies from abroad, surveillance of
naval ships and troops, airborne direction of
artillery fire, evacuation of casualties, and spirit-
ing away leaders at short notice are some of
these.

The LTTE appears to have built the airstrip
between mid 2003 and end 2004. In this period,
the LTTE was vociferously demanding the re-
sumption of the peace process. This is so typical
of the LTTE, which has refined the art of dou-
blespeak springing strategic operational surpris-
es even while involved in a peace process.

.

Technology as a force multiplier: At all times,
whether peace or war, the LTTE has been on a
quest to acquire new military technology. This
process helps it in three ways — it keeps up the
morale of the fighters, opens up new areas and
methods of operation, and achieves tactical and
strategic surprise upsetting the enemy. It also
becomes a good bargaining ploy when trade-offs
are required in a peace settlement.

The LTTE has always had ambitions of air
power. Even during the Indian Peace Keeping
Force (IPKF) operations in 1988, we had reco-
vered assembly parts of micro light aircraft from
LTTE hideouts along with plans with manuals.
Subsequently, during its operations Sri Lanka
forces had also found an LTTE engineering
workshop with aircraft spares. In late 1988, the
LTTE acquired surface-to-air missiles, which
were used effectively in the later years against
the Sri Lankan air force. Since then it has moved
on to augment its artillery, radar systems, and
naval capability. So acquiring air capability was a
logical sequence in LTTE’s vision for creating a
full-fiedged armed force.

Vision of Tamil Eelam: Undoubtedly, the
LTTE acquiring air capability improves its im-
age as the world’s best organised insurgent force.
It also shows that the LTTE is giving form and
content to its vision of land, air and sea oper-
ational freedom. The fact that the LTTE had
invested precious resources of time, energy and
money to acquire the air capability indicates that

THE ADDITIONAL POLICE MUST BE
To POLICE THE MORAL POLICE...

INTENDED

it would continue with the process of technical
refinement and technology acquisition to im-
prove its fighting capability despite the ongoing
peace process. In short, the LTTE as a fighting
force will continue, whether in the end the Tamil
Eelam that comes out as an entity is within a
federal set-up or otherwise. So much for LTTE
leader Velupillai Prabakaran’s much heralded
readiness to accept a solution within the federal
framework!

Ability to beat the U.S. sanctions: The LTTE
has shown that despite U.S. and European Union
sanctions, it has the ability to internationally
muster large scale financial and technical re-
sources required for its projects and move them
to Sri Lanka clandestinely. This is not a happy
situation for Sri Lanka or India, the immediate
neighbour.

The LTTE’s record shows that it used every
peace pause to acquire more weapons. After the
current peace process began, by the first half of
2004 the LTTE had received 11 shiploads of
arms. The fact that the LTTE has flouted the
spirit of the peace process with total impunity to
strengthen its ability to wage war should be a
matter of concern for international community.
It also highlights the ineffectiveness of the pre-
sent terms of operation of the Sri Lanka Mon-
itoring Mission, a toothless entity with its
capability limited to issuing watered-down
statements.

The lack of unity among Sri Lankan political
parties on the question of talks with the LTTE is
delaying the resumption of the peace dialogue.
The LTTE has put this delay to good use by
augmenting its strike capability. Thus when the
peace process is resumed Colombo’s negotiators
will face a stronger LTTE in a better bargaining
position.

The LTTE’s single airstrip and a few light
aircraft may not be a major threat to Indian
security in the conventional sense. However,
India should take a hard look at it at two levels —
vis-a-vis its Sri Lanka policy options and the
security measures against the LTTE’s offensive
terrorist capability, which has been augmented.

The LTTE has emerged as a more ruthless and
much better organised killing machine since the
IPKF days. So the validity of foreign policy dis-
pensations of IPKF vintage needs a fresh scruti-
ny. When the Sea Tigers came into being as a
naval force, the Government of India blissfully
ignored it despite it becoming a third naval force
that could intrude into the waters of India and
Sri Lanka without any legitimacy whatsoever.
This perhaps enabled the LTTE to get it legiti-
mised in the eyes of the Sri Lanka Monitoring
Mission, which had tried to equate it with the Sri
Lankan Navy.

Viewed in this context, it was disappointing to
note External Affairs Minister Natwar Singh’s
bland statement, “We are concerned about the
LTTE having built an airstrip and having two
aeroplanes and there’s news about more com-
ing,” in the course of his recent jnterview
(The Hindu , May 7). However, Forgsgn Secre-

“rary Shyam Saran, at his meeting witis&rik Sol-
heim, the Norwegian peace-envoy, in New Dethi-
on May 11, is reported to have stated that India
was “bitterly opposed to LTTE dictatorship.” It
is time the Government of India came out with a
detailed and unambiguous statement on the var-
ious aspects of the Sri Lankan issue including on
the LTTE, the Tamils right to be their own mas-
ters in a federal Sri Lanka, and the peace process.
Otherwise, the LTTE would only be encouraged
to strengthen its armed capability much to the
detriment of peace in this part of the subconti-
nent.

As regards the security aspects, proactively we
need to initiate security measures taking into
consideration the LTTE’s augmented capability
to launch and carry out commando operations
using its air capability. Those who consider this
alarmist would do well to remember the assassi-
nation of Rajiv Gandhi, plotted and executed
with precision by the very same organisation
after Indian troops pulled out of Sri Lanka. Pre-
cautionary measures could include tightening
surveillance of less used airstrips; deploying in-
telligence assets for gathering specific informa-
tion on procurement of aircraft spares, aviation
fuel, and training of LTTE pilots in Tamil Nadu
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he joint mechanism bet-
Tween the Sri Lankan gov-

ernment and the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam for post-
tsunami reconstruction called
for by international aid donors
was intended as an important
confidence-building measure in
the strife-torn island. Put toge-
ther with the help of Norweigh-
an facilitator, President Chan-
drika Kumaratunga was on the
verge of signing it when the Jan-
atha Vimukthi Perumana, major
partner in the ruling United Peo-
ple’s Freedom Alliance coalition
led by the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party, has threatened to quit if
the pact was signed. She has
used it as an excuse to wriggle
out of her commitment.

Finances -

The joint mechanism would
have seen the government shar-
ing its sovereign power to handle
finances with the rebel LTTE, an
organisation banned by many
donor countries, including India.
Under Section 148 of the Sri
Lankan Constitution, only par-
liament has the power to dis-

.burse or allocate funds. If the in-
ternational donor countries treat
‘the LTTE on a par with Col-
ombo, it amounts to diploma-
tically recognising the LTTE as
the legitimate representative of
Sri- Lanka’s North-East. Once
that happens, the de facto Tamil
Eelam headed by Velupillai
Pirapaharan, in the north-east
becomes de jure. It was the be-
lated realisation of this aspett
that made Kumaratunga refrain
from signing the agreement.

" According to the agreement
reached between the Sri Lankan
government and the LTTE with
the help of the Norwegian medi-
ator, Eric Solheim, a three-
member body comprising one
Sinhalese, one Tamil and one
Muslim would be set up in Col-
ombo. This body will decide in
principle how much of the inter-
national aid should go to the
north-east and how much to the
other parts of Sri Lanka. While
this is certainly not a part of the
peace process, if it has worked

well, it could create a climate in -

which the peace process could
be taken forward. Tsunami did
not make any distinction bet-
ween Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim
communities. All threg were af-

The author, a veteran journalist who
retired from The Statesman, is based
_in Chennai.
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\C\\ Sri Lanka Reluctant To Sign Pact

By SAM RAJAPPA

fected. There was urgent need to
rehabilitate those Who lost their
homes.

The first person to suggest the
idea of LTTE working with the
government on reconstruction in
the north-cast was Kumaratunga
herself. In a letter to Tamilchel-

~van, the LTTE’s political wing

leader, she explained consider-

The Left-wing JVP has mobi-
lised the Right wing Sinhala par-
ties of the Jathika Hela Uru-
maya of hardline Buddhist mon-
ks against the creation of a joint
mechanism. The National Unity
Alliance, a minor Muslim cons-
tituent of the ruling alliance, has
also come out against the joint
mechanism. The JVP does not

able aid was pouring.in from
overseas and the government
wanted to make sure that this
could be shared in an efficient
and equitable manner. She wan-
ted to engage the party that was
in control in some of the areas
devastated by tsunami. The
LTTE appreciated the gesture as
it needed support of the govern:
ment machinery for reconstruc-
tion of the affected areas under
its control. The international
community too wanted the aid to
be spend in such a way that did
not discriminate between any of
the regions.

Donations

Contrary to the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party’s stand as ref-
lected by President Kumara-
tunga, the JVP held that the in-
ternational donations ‘belonged
to the country and could only be
utilised by the government and
“not by an anti-democratic group
like the LTTE or some NGO’s”.
The JVP considers NGOs as part
of the international conspiracy to
dismember Sri Lanka. Before
her meeting with the JVP on the
subject, Kumaratunga declared:
“The government may fall...l
might lose the presidency, but
those things are not of national
interest unlike bringing lasting
peace to the couniry”.
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see eye-to- eye with the SLFP on
other key issues, privatisation
and de-regulation programmes,
which " international donors are
urging.

Kumaratunga’s prevarications
have improved the prospects of
the United National Party. Led

by Ranil Wickremasinghe, the.
* main-epposition party came out

firmly in support of the joint me-
chanism with the LTTE and has
wholeheartedly supported eco-
nomic reforms demanded by the
donors. Driven out of office by
the SLFP-JVP alliance last year,
the UNP is awaiting a serious rift
between the two which might
pave the way for its return to
power. The JVP, which was able
to increase its strength in parlia-
ment from 16 to 40 by this allia-
nce, is unlikely to quit even if

Kumaratunga goes ahead and -

signs the joint mechanism agree-
ment, for it will not be able to re-
tain its present position by going
it alone. Kumaratunga, on the
other hand, is keen on abolishing
Sri Lanka’s executive presidency
and replace it with the earlier
parliamentary system of gov-
ernment in which she would be
able to compete for. the prime
ministership unlike a third term
as President, which the present
Constitution does not allow.
The Tamils in the north-east,

meanwhile, continue to suffer.
Even after five months of the
tsunami, aid pledged by the
international community has not
reached them because of the
political wrangling in Colombo.
With the monsoon about to set
in, the plight of those rendered
homeless could only worsen.

. Even three years after the
LTTE signed a ceasefire agree-
ment with the Sri Lanka gover-
nment, there is total lack of nor-
malcy in the north-east, tradi-
tional homeland of the Tamils.
The ceasefire certainly has given
the longest pause in the coun-
try’s ethnic blood-letting. But -
the “no war” situation has failed
to yield any substantive move-
ment towards a lasting peace.
Two years ago the LTTE decided
to boyeott the Norwegian brok-
ered peace talks unless Colombo
agreed to an Internal Self-Gov-
erning Authority controlled by it

‘for the north-east.

Difficulties

The extraordinary focus on
the joint mechanism to manage
post-tsunami aid, according to
Tamilchelvan, is maskmg the se-
verity of the obstructions to re-
habilitation work and the day-to-

.day difficulties faced by ordinary

people in the North-East. The
Sri Lankan armed forces were
operating an undeclared em-
bargo on movement of essential
goods and materials and thereby
undermining the development
activities of local and inter-
national NGOs.

- Arbitrary restrictions were im-
posed on the movement of cem-
ent and other construction mate-
rials into areas devastated by the
decades-long ethnic conflict and
the tsunami of 26 December last.

“The international community

should recognise the causes of
these tensions and take steps to
ensure that the public’s . confi-
dence in the peace process is not
further eroded by the Sri Lankan

government’s tardy approach to -

restoring normalcy in the Tamil
areas”, the website report said.
Kumaratunga’s reported rea-
diness to share aid with the
LTTE was not helpful because
the President was aware of the
JVP’s opposition to the peace
process when she invited it to be
a partner in her coalition, it was
said. The “no war, no peace”
situation in Sri Lanka could slip
out of cantrol unless the
LTTE is persuaded to return to.

the peace talks.



From killing to killing

Sri Lankan Tamils must debate how to stop retributive killings in the

community, not who’s next.

Nirupama Subramanian

44 NE DAY some gun will silence
me and it will not be held by an
outsider but by the son born in
the womb of this very society,

from a woman with whom my history is

shared,” wrote Rajani Thiranagama in 1989,

a few months before she was killed in Jaffna,

northern Sri Lanka.

As those who knew journalist Dharmaret-
nam Sivaram, or knew of him, mourn his
brutal death last week, the words of the
35-year-old doctor, teacher in the medical
faculty of Jaffna University and committed
human rights campaigner seem prescient
not only of her own end, but of all the other
victims of the cycle of intolerance, killing,
and revenge that is the distinguishing hall-
mark of Sri Lankan Tamil politics.

Sivaram, or Taraki as he was better
known, was abducted and shot dead in Col-
ombo on the night of April 29. Clearly, he
was killed by forces that disagreed with his
political views.

He was no ordinary journalist — as a for-
mer member of the People’s Liberation Or-
ganisation of Tamil Eelam, he brought to his
writings first-hand experience of the Tamil
militant movement.

In the last decade, he had turned openly in
favour of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam; his columns in Sri Lankan newspapers
and TamilNet, the web site he began, were
windows to the LTTE’s military and political
mind.

Of the several theories in circulation

about who might have killed him, the most

widely prevalent is that he was the latest
victim of the tit-for-tat war between the
LTTE and the rebel faction that broke away
from it last year under the leadership of
Karuna. This mini-war has claimed dozens
of victims, including three other lesser-
known journalists — one close to the LTTE,
the other two opposed to it.

If it is true that Karuna was behind the
killing, Tamils are whispering, the LTTE will
surely avenge Sivaram’s death. So, they are
asking, who is next? But instead of such
macabre and cynical speculation, the com-
munity would be better served by an open
and honest debate on why Tamils are killed
by Tamils simply for expressing their politi-
cal views, and how to stop these relentless
murders.

Failure to condemn

The past is instructive. The seeds of Siv-
aram’s untimely death were sown early in
the militant struggle, with Tamil society’s
failure to condemn the very first retributive
killings. Thiranagama was among the first of
the Tamil intellectuals that the LTTE elim-
inated. The silent acceptance of her death in
Jaffna, especially by the academic commu-
nity, sent out the message to the killers that
whatever they did, no one would oppose
them.

Thiranagama was the political antithesis
of Sivaram. The LTTE’s military capabilities
were the meat of Sivaram’s columns; for
him, the LTTE could do no wrong, at least
going by what he said in public. Thiranaga-
ma was anti-war in every sense, openly con-
demning the LTTE’s wrong-doings and
failures, just as she condemned the actions
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STOP THE VIOLENCE: Sri Lankan journalists protest against the death of Dharmaretnam Sivaram on the occasion
of World Press Freedom Day, in Colombo on Tuesday. - PHOTO: AFP

of the Sri Lankan military and the Indian
Peace Keeping Force. She was shot dead as
she cycled back home from the University
one evening in September 1989.

It is telling that the first attempt to piece
together Thiranagama’s life and death has
been made not by a Tamil, but by a Canadian
film-maker. Helene Klodawsky’s No More
Tears Sister, sponsored by the National Film
Board of Canada, was screened last week at
the Canadian International Documentary
Festival in Toronto (this writer saw it by
arrangement in Chennai). The film, based
inainly on interviews with members of Thi-
ranagama’s family and on archival material,
and narrated by the Sri Lankan-Canadian
writer Michael Ondaatje, vividly captures
Thiranagama’s transformation from a sym-
pathiser of the Tigers’ cause to one of its
fiercest critics. Sivaram’s death makes the
film all the more important.

Following Thiranagama’s killing, Jaffna
saw a few protests but they quickly fizzled
out when the LTTE began contacting partic-
ipants individually, asking them to pipe
down.

As the documentary notes, those were the
last spontaneous instances of free expres-
sion in northern Sri Lanka,

Since then, Tamils have watched without
protest as the LTTE eliminated almost every
voice of opposition in the community.

Worse, so deeply have they internalised the
LTTE rule of thumb that dissent gets abullet
in the head that there are always enough
voices to justify the killing of a person who
breaks ranks.

After its February 2002 ceasefire agree-
ment with the Sri Lankan Government, the
LTTE has blatantly taken out every Tamil
opponent on whom it can lay hands. Many
Tamils, including those in the media, have
defended its actions, including the morally
reprehensible practice of recruiting child
soldiers.

When Karuna broke away from the LTTE,
and the group vowed to hunt down and kill
him, there were those who came up with the
pathetic argument that for the sake of Tamil
nationalism, the best place for the rebel
leader was six feet under. It is no surprise
that Karuna chose to hit back in exactly the
same way as the LTTE — he was after all a
Tiger once.

State’s indifference

In all this, the Sri Lankan state’s near
indifference is frightening. Those under
threat from the LTTE have looked to the
Government for help and support to survive,
but have received little assistance. It is as if
this is a family feud between Tamils that no
one else but they can settle.

The attitude was exemplified in the Gov-

ernment position that the fighting between
the LTTE and the Karuna faction is an “in-
ternecine” war that it has no power to stop.

In these conditions, Tamils find it easier
to say that sanity will return to the commu-
nity with a permanent solution to the ethni¢
conflict.

This may help to shift part of the blame for
what is happening within the Tamil commu-
nity to the Sri Lankan Government.

But it would be suicidal for Sri Lanka’s
Tamils to think they can put off the fight
against internal repression and terror until
after a political solution is found, because
any settlement built on the fascistic condi-
tions that prevail in the community today
would be akin to building a house without a
foundation.

If the Tamils want to halt the communi-
ty’s slide into darkness, the time to tackle
the problem is now.

It has to be done by condemning Siv-
aram’s murder in no uncertain terms, and, at
the same time, by condemning unequivocal-
ly the killings of Thiranagama, Yogeswaran,
Pathmanabha, Sarojini Yogeswaran, Neelan
Thiruchelvam, Mylvaganam Nimalrajan,
Thambirajah Robert Subathiran, and of all
the others.

It is not yet too late to do this. In any case,
this is the only way forward.



Losses for all in eastern

Sri Lanka .
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The past year has seen opportunities missed by
all concerned — the LTTE, ‘Col.” Karuna,
Colombo, and the international community — in
the quest for a viable political solution to Sri

Lanka’s ethnic problem.

V.S. Sambandan

YEAR after a rebellion within the

organisation, the Liberation Tigers

of Tamil Eelam is yet to regain control of

eastern Sri Lanka, particularly the polit-

ically and symbolically significant Batti-
caloa and Amparai districts.

It is a truism that lasting peace in Sri
Lanka will have to dawn in the east,
given its volatile mix of the three main
ethnicities — Sinhalese, Tamils, and
Muslims.

A failed east means a failed peace
prospect, and the current vacuum does
not augur well. A weakened LTTE in the
east means an escalation of violence as
the Tigers try to establish their “sole
representative” claim.

Key issues

When Vinayagamoorthy Muralitha-
ran (Col.’ Karuna) rebelled last March,
he raised key issues that still remain,
especially the first — his questioning of
the “Eastern domination by the North”
— as the LTTE’s military appointments
demonstrate.

One significant conceptual poser
raised by ‘Col.” Karuna was “internal au-
tonomy” within a putative “Tamil Ee-
lam,” in rebel-held areas in the north
and the east. Yet another, and the one
most devastating to the LTTE, is his di-
rect challenge to the “traditional home-
lands” concept, and by direct
implication, to a merged north-east, the
basis of the Sri Lankan Tamils’ decades-
long call for separation. These prompted
a political analyst to assert recently that
“Tamil Eelam’ was a “failed state.”

The rapid slide since the revolt
marked a brutal throwback to the early
years of militancy, when “hit-and-run”
attacks and internecine killings dom-
inated. Militarily, ‘Col.’ Karuna failed to
deliver on his claim that the LTTE would
be reduced to a guerrilla organisation
after his split.

Missed opportunities

An international community single-
minded on delivering ‘peace’ failed to
recognise political plurality and the mul-
tiplicity of concerns, by implication, en-
dorsing the LTTE’s claim for a ‘sole
representative’ status.

The LTTE, which fought the state in
the name of autonomy and self-rule,
failed its own moment-of-truth when
one of its most respected battlefield
commanders demanded the same. It
lost, irrecoverably, that test of internal
tolerance and autonomy.

By all indications the LTTE’s individ-
ual power centres, another issue raised
by the Colonel, also continue.

For his part, ‘Col.’” Karuna, who then
commanded the awe of many a Tamil,
did his cause no good by a hurried split,
but there could have been no option for a
rebel in an organisation where dissent
means death.

However, as the revolt was before a
general election, his non-opposition to
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‘Col’ Karuna ...raising major
issues

the eastern Tamil National Alliance
(TNA) candidates, most of whom were
his nominees, meant the loss of political
bargaining power.

Nursing hopes that the Ceasefire
Agreement would come to his rescue
after the split was his second
miscalculation.

These two early mistakes cost him
considerably — politically and militarily.

Now, as the only LTTE veteran to
have challenged the monolith and lived
to tell his tale, much of his success will
depend on his ability to survive.

Government’s failure

The Sri Lankan state, in turn, faileq to
utilise the division with tact, relegating
it to yet another “Tamil-killing-Tamil”
internecine combat, to the benefit of the
LTTE.

The two major parties — the ruling
United People’s Freedom Alliance and
the Opposition United National Party —~
count on the support of the 22 LTTE-
backed Tamil National Alliance MPs,
and through them the critical votes of
the Tamil population in any subsequent

oll.
b The eastern districts, with their crit-
ical mix of Sri Lanka’s main ethnicities,
continue on a downward spiral, taking
along with them the hopes of any early
solution to the decades-long separatist
conflict.

TRE MIND:
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By V.S. Sambandan \Q

COLOMBO, FEB. 25. The Sri Lank-
an President, Chandrika Kum-
aratunga, has reiterated her
Government’s “sincere com-
mitment” to establish a “work-
ing arrangement” with the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam (LTTE) for “equitable allo-
cation and implementation of
post-tsunami aid.”

Ms. Kumaratunga, who met
the Norwegian Special Adviser
to the Sri Lankan peace proc-
ess, on Thursday, also “unre-

servedly condemned” the
g

retent killlng of an LTTE re-
gional political wing leader, E.
Kousalyan.

The President “emphatically
rejected” the suggestion that
“there are paramilitary forces
operating in association with
the Sri Lankan security forces”
— a charge made by the LTTE
linking the killing of Kousalyan.

Ms. Kumaratunga also de-
plored the killing of a Sri Lank-
an soldier and the injury
caused to another by the LTTE
on February 23, the third anni-
versary of the CFA.

Mr. Solheim, who has been

/Chgndrlka willing to work with
b+ LTTE for tsunami relief 91

involved in Sri Lanka's peace

process since the late 1990s,
“briefed the President on his
discussions” with the LTTE'’s
chief negotiator, Anton S. Bala-
singham, earlier this month.
Jayantha Dhanapala, the Secre-
tary-General of the Secretariat
for Co-ordinating the Peace
Process, popularly known as
the peace secretariat, and
H.M.G.S. Palihakkara, the Nor-
wegian envoy to Sri Lanka,
Hans Brattskar, and other Sri
Lankan and Norwegian officials
were present at the meeting.

s
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“Lanka govt in

Colombo, Feb. 25 (AP): Sri
Lanka’s ruling alliance lost its
majority in parliament today
after a Tamil political party
withdrew its support, putting
the country into a state of po-
litical uncertainty as it grap-
ples to recover from the Asian
tsunami.

The Ceylon Workers Con-
gress, which has eight seats in
the 225-member legislature,
said it was joining the Opposi-
tion because of unspecified
disagreements with President
Chandrika Kumaratunga’s
government, The move left the

ruling alliance with 111 seats.

Though the loss weakens
the government, it is unlikely
to cause its downfall. However,
the alliance could collapse if
its key partner, the Marxist
People’s Liberation Front, fol-
lows through on a threat it
made yesterday to also with-
draw because of a dispute over
the peace process with Tamil
rebels.

“We have resigned from
the government,” R. Yogara-
jan, a senior member of the
Ceylon Workers Congress,
said. He said the decision to

Lie g,

qult was prompted by “the
government’s failure to imple-
ment certain agreements and
programimes.”

The Marxist People’s Lib-
eration Front threatened to
withdraw its 39 lawmakers
from the alliance because it
opposes the government’s pro-
posed power-sharing agree-
ments with the Tamil Tiger
rebels.

World Bank aid

The World Bank yesterday ap-
proved an additional $75 mil-
lion in emergency aid for Sri
Lanka’s tsunami recovery and
reconstruction effort, bring-
ing to $150 million the total as-
sistance made available this

minorlty

“1

month. \g

The new funding will help
victims of the December dis-
aster rebuild houses, provide
employment opportunities
and fund repairs to infrastruc-
ture systems including roads
and water supply, the World
Bank said in a statement.

Of the funds approved yes-
terday, $30 million is a grant
andtherest is a credit from the
bank’s lowest-cost financing
arm, the International Devel-
opment Association. “The fi-
nancing package approved
today is geared to help people
get their lives back,,” said
Peter Harrold, World Bank
country director for Sri
Lanka.
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By V.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO, FEB. 24. Sri Lanka's
Left-nationalist ruling ally, the
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
(JVP), today opposed resump-
tion of talks with the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
based on an interim adminis-
tration and said negotiations
would have to include the out-
lines of a final settlement.

On a politically charged day,
the JVP threatened to pull out
of the Government if the talks
resumed on the basis of an in-
terim administration, only to
tone down its position a few
hours later. The JVP, with 39
MPs, is a major constituent of
the ruling United People’'s
Freedom Alliance (UPFA).

At the centre of the political
storm was a statement on Feb-
ruary 23 by the Government to
mark the third anniversary of
the ceasefire agreement. In its
statement, Colombo reiterated
that it “continues to be ready”
to resume “direct negotiations
with the LTTE on the establish-
ment of an interim authority to
meet the urgent humanitarian
and development needs of the
people of the north and east
and to proceed thereafter to
negotiating a final settlement
of the ethnic conflict.”

Changed position

The JVP contended that it
was a changed position of the
Government and its front-
bencher, Wimal Weerawansa,

W 0JVP softens stand. 7

told Parliament this forming
that the party “decisively” re-
jected “the latest position”.

“We state clearly that if the
present government took such
a step, we would immediately
withdraw from being a constit-
uent of the Government,” Mr.
Weerawansa had said.

However, at a hurriedly con-
vened press conference, the
JVP leader declined to set a
timeframe and was non-com-
mittal on the future course of
action. The JVP, he said, “was
part of the Government,” but
was “not consulted” on the
statement.

He also said two senior Min-
isters were not aware of the
statement and wanted the Gov-
ernment to change its position.

) Cree 100
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“Srl Lanka-LTTE talks

“ < must for

P

&‘) By V.S, Sambandan( )/7‘6\

€OLOMBO, FEB. 22. Striking a cautionary note
on the Sri Lankan ceasefire, the internation-
al monitors in Sri Lanka today said the lack
of talks between the Sri Lankan Government
and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) was “putting a serious strain” on the
agreement.

Stressing the importance of negotiations,
said the Acting Head of the Sri Lanka Mon-
itoring Mission (SLMM), Hagrup Haukland,
said the two sides “will inevitably have to
return to the negotiating table.”

In a special statement to mark the com-
pletion of the third year of the ceasefire
agreement (CFA), Mr. Haukland commend-
ed the Sri Lankan government and the
LTTEs’ “pure willingness to act with re-
straint in situations that could have escalat-
ed.”

The SLMM, he said, “will do its utmost to
assist both sides in upholding the CFA by
continuing our work and confidence build-
ing measures.”

Though “there have been no clashes be-
tween the parties’ military forces after the
signing of the CFA,” the continued “assassi-
nations and killings” were “still jeopardis-
ing” the agreement. Strongly condemning
“these horrible acts,” Mr. Haukland said
they “undermine and pose a serious threat
to the peace process.”

Echoing the Japanese Special Envoy, Ya-
sushi Akashi’s recent views, Mr. Haukland
said the killings had “without a doubt poi-
soned the atmosphere” and lead to “an un-
safe environment creating fear among the
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general public.”

Mr. Haukland’s observation is against the
backdrop of continued killings of political
opponents, with 44 complaints lodged
against the LTTE since 2002.

The SLMM had so far ruled that four as-
sassinations were violations of the ceasefire
agreement.

Three were ruled as not violations and 19
cases were pending.

Intelligence operatives

Nearly all those killed since the ceasefire,
barring a handful, were Tamils - mostly
those termed as “intelligence operatives.”
The killings escalated particularly after the
March 2004 rebellion by the former LTTE
special commander, V. Muralitharan {(‘Col.’
Karuna).

Among those killed were the Parliamen-
tary candidate, Rajan Sathiyamoorthy, and
Reggie who backed Karuna after the rebel-
lion. Striking back, Karuna's supporters
killed several LTTE cadres and officials, in-
cluding the political wing leader for Battica-
loa and Amparai, Kousalyan.

The killings must be stopped and SLMM
urges both sides to find the perpetrators and
bring them to justice,” Mr. Haukland said.

The December 26 tsunami, he said,
“brought added suffering to Sri Lanka and
has increased pressure” on the two sides,
making it “more imperative than ever” that
the CFA holds.

Striking an optimistic note, Mr. Haukland
said, “my experience with both parties leads
me to believe that the two will do everything
in their power to keep the ceasefire.”
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leader killed
iryambush

KOUSHALYAN
|
A top leader ol Sri Lanka’s)r
Tamil Tigers group has been |
killed—the senior-most rebel
functionary to die since the
group inked a peace pact with
the government in February
2002. E. Koushalyan, who
headed the political wing of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam (LTTE) in Amparai and
Batticaloa districts, was killed in
an ambush along with four
others late on Monday at We-
likanda, 285 km from here.
Suspected members of a break-
away LITE group headed by
Karuna killed the man around 8
pm. Chandran Nehru, a former
parliamentarian belonging 10
the pro-LTYE Tamil National Al-
liance, wasinjured.  —IANS |
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N Batticaloa LTTE leader killed

By V.S. Sambandanﬁ':x

COLOMBO, FEB. 7. A key eastern
political wing leader of the Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE), E. Kousalyan, was killed
in an ambush this evening,
along with five other LTTE
cadres.

Mr. Kousalyan, political wing
leader for the Batticaloa-Ampa-
rai district, was travelling to-
wards the eastern Batticaloa
district in a van when he was

kllled in the ambush at 7.45
p-m., eastern police sources
said.

The ambush occurred at We-
likanda in the Sinhalese-major-
ity Polonnaruwa district,
adjoining Batticaloa.

Mr. Kousalyan was reportedly
returning from the LTTE-held
northern Vanni region after a
meeting of regional leaders.

A former MP from the LTTE-
backed Tamil National Alliance
(TNA), Ariynayagam Chandran-

™ U

eru, wa cHtically injured in the
attack, police said.

Supporters of the LTTE’s for-
mer special commander, V. Mu-
ralitharan (‘Col’ Karuna), are
suspected to be behind today’s
ambush.

Today’s killing is the biggest
strike against the LTTE's east-
ern leadership after months of
reduced levels of violence in the
eastern district following last
year’s rebellion by ‘Col.” Karu-
na.

The TamilNet website said
Mr. Kousalyan was the “senior-
most LTTE leader to be killed
after the Government and the
LTTE signed a ceasefire agree-
ment in February 2002.”

According to military observ-
ers, today's ambush has the po-
tential to weaken the Tigers in
the east, as Mr. Kousalyan was
“one of the few persons from
Batticaloa to continue with the
LTTE after ‘Col’ Karuna’s
rebellion”.
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Tsunami won’t
impact LTTE,

L
., SaY

Shantanu Nandan Sharma

T NEW DELHI 15 JANUARY

TH conflicting re-
ports continuing to
pour in regarding the

recent tsunami’s impact on mil-
itant organisation LTTE, there
has been much speculation on
whether the nat- g
ural  calamity
can help resolve
Sri Lanka’s socio-
political  prob-
lems. Not so, insist
Indian conflict
resolution
experts

lieve it
would
be wrong to as-
sume that the
tsunami fall-

out  would
force the
LTTE to

agree for an

[he Economic Time:

experts

early resolution of South Asia’s
biggest conflict.

Even as contradictory reports °
kept surfacing on whether LTTE
supremo V Prabhakaran was
dead or alive, C Uday Bhaskar,
the officiating director of IDSA
(Institute for Defence Studies
and Analysis) told ET there was
no instance of any conflict be-
ing resolved because of a natu-
ral disaster. “No doubt, tsunami
has affected a strong organisa-
tion like the LTTE. However, I
am sceptical about it having any .
major effect on the present .

. peace process in Sri Lanka.
No natural disaster can

end a political problem.”

Dr Ajai Sahni, the’
executive director of the

Institute for Conflict
s Management (ICM) .
argues on the .
same lines. An insur- |
i gent group doesn'tcarrya
baggage like any other or-
ganisation. They will go
§ back to the jungles and re-
cover from whatever -

little loss they hayé
suffered. ,

%

L2
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may hit

Colombo/Banda Aceh: Two Hand
grenades hurled in a rare clash be-
tween Christians and Hindus killed at
least three people and injured 37 others
inapart of eastern Sri Lanka where in-
ternational aid workers are helping
tsunami victims, police said on Sunday.

No aid workers were injured or near

retary General Kofi An- g3
nan, in Sri Lanka to as-
sess the tsunami dam-
age, was in Colombo at
the time of the blast.
Two suspected as-
sailants were arrested
soon after the attack in

the explosions, officials said. UN Sec-

people are Sinhalese while Tamils
make up 18%.

Meanwhile in the ts\m r);i—hit In-

donesian city of Banda Acgh, suspect-
ed rebels fired shots at thethome of a

top police official near the United Na- |

tions’ relief headquarters, officials
said. There were no casualties.
An unspecified number of Free

ing the home of Aceh

i province’s deputy po-

lice chief, located about

E 100 metres from the UN

building, said police Sgt
Bambang Hariyanpo.

a Tamil rebel-con- Police returned fire
trolled area late on Sun- ! E but the rebels vanished
day night, said V H UN chief Kofi Annan with  into the city, he said,
Anil, a police officer in  Chandrika Kumaratunga  adding that authorities

the eastern town of
Valaichchenai.
He said Christians

Hhad AR WIOED

PAGES 3,5,11,12& 15

were investigating the
incident. Police and UN
officials said the UN’s

were angry after Hindus allegedly de-
molished a church, and may have car-
ried out the attack in retaliation. Clash-
es between Hindus and Christians are
rare since both groups belong to the
Tamil minority The Tamil Tiger rebels,
who have been fighting for two decades
for a Tamil homeland, have both Hin-
dus and Christians among their ranks.

About 76% of Sri Lanka’s 19 million

THE TIMES OF iypja

relief headquarters was not the target
of the shooting, in which there were no
casualties. A truckload of soldiers ar-
rived outside the building shortly after
the automatic gunfire was heard, a UN
staffer said on condition of anonymity.

The shooting underscores concerns
about security during the relief effort

Aceh Movement rebels .
fired at officers guard- !

‘Gunfire in rebel areas’

rebief work

‘

in Aceh, which was devastated by the
earthquake and tsunami.ae Ve

10 JAN 2005



Annan hopes for
peac in Lanka

lsiaﬂdJANN

COLOMBO, Jan. 9. —
The UN Secretary-Gene-
ral, Mr Kofi Annan, today
said he hopes to return to
Sri Lanka and “visit all
parts of the country” while
“celebrating peace”. He
was addressing the local
and international media at
* the conclusion of his visit
to the tsunami-affected
areas in the South of the
country and Trincomalee.
Asked if he regretted
not being able to visit
LTTE-controlled areas
and if it would affect rela-
tions between the UN and
and Sri Lanka, he replied:
“I hope not. I have been
here for only 48 hours and
met the people on the
ground, community lead-
ers, the President, Prime
Minister and Opposition
leader. I hope to come
back and visit all parts of

47\ ﬂaudm retracts death report

COLOMBQ, Jan. 9. — The Sri Lankan Broadcasting
Corporation has retracted its report that elusive LTTE chief
Velupillai Pirabhakaran and his intelligence chief Pottu Amman
are among the dead or missing in the tsunami disaster, an
SLBC official said today. The broadcaster offered no reason for
its retraction of the report, The state broadcaster had yesterday
run reports on its English and Tamif language services that the
two men had not been seen since the tsunami struck the
island on 26 December. The LTTE criticised the broadcaster for
carrying the reports, saying now was “not the time for gossip

mongering and malicious propaganda”. — AFP

the country. Not only that,

I want to celebrate peace.”

Mr Annan said he was in
Sri Lanka not take sides
but to help it overcome a
great tragedy. “We have
an unprecedented disaster
on our hands and all our
energies  should be
focussed on relieving the
suffering of the thousands
of affected persons.”

The UN, he added, was
not a one man organisa-
tion when pressed on
whether he had been pre-

Mr Kofi Annan with Sri Lankan President Chandrika Kumaratunga
in Colombo on Sunday. — PTI

THE STATESMAN

vented from travelling to
LTTE controlled areas.
“We have many people in
all parts of the country and
are here for the long
haul. The world is pre-
pared to assist Sri Lanka
and I hope it will use the
opportunity not only to
recover from the tragedy
but achieve peace as wg%

Asked if he had discuss€d
the stalled peace process
with Tamil leaders, the UN
chief said had urged the
Tamil National Alliance,
considered the political
proxies of the rebels, to in-
tensify the peace process.
Mr Annan said he had also
discussed the issue with
President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga.

The UN’s priority he said
was to deal effectively with
the recovery stage and
much more aid was needed.
“I. et some children
housed in a mosque in
Trincomalee and saw Tamil
and Muslim children play
together. I was also touch-
ed by the destruction in the
south. Shelter is important,
so is the reconstruction of
damaged schools.”

10 3JAN 2009
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COLOMBO, JAN. 8. The elusive
Tamil Tiger chief, Velupillai
Prabakaran, and his
intelligence  chief, Pottu
Amman, are among the dead
or missing after the December
26 tsunami disaster, the Sri
Lankan state radio said today,
sparking fresh tension
between the Government and
the rebels who immediately
denied the report.

The Island newspaper,
meanwhile, reported today
that an expensive coffin “for a
top LTTE leader” had been
smuggled into a northern
Tiger area inside a container
carrying relief material for
tsunami survivors.

The Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam, in a statement
posted on its Peace Secretariat
website, slammed the Sri

LTTE supremo Velupillai Prabakaran in
this file photo taken in 2003. — AFP

" |s Prabakaran v\~
dead or alive? |

Broadcasting
Corporatmn for carrying the
reports, saying that now was
“not the time for gossip
mongering and malicious
propaganda.” “The LTTE and
the Tamil people wish to
strongly protest against this
mischievous act of the Sri

Lanka Broadcasting
Corporation, stooping down
to such low level of

broadcasting news that [is]
fabricated by  interested
parties,” the statement said.

“At a time of a national
catastrophe of this magnitude,
it is very... regrettable that a
responsible media of the
Government takes upon itself
the job of spreading rumours
and speculation that tend to
create confusion in the minds
of the people,” it added. The
radio reports quoted Vice-
Admiral Daya Sandagiri as
saying that Mr. Prabakaran
and Mr. Amman were among
those killed or missing in the
tsunami. — AFP

V.S. Sambandan reports:

Since the tsunami, .
speculation has been rife on
the fate of Mr. Prabakaran
who lives in the rebel-held
north Sri Lanka. Except for a
signed statement by him
expressing condolences to all
the victims of the tsunami, the
elusive leader has neither
made a public presence nor
delivered a radio speech,
further fuelling such
speculation.

g JAN 2005
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COLOMBO,
Jan. 8. — Short-
ly after Sri Lan-
ka’s state-run
radio reported
that LTTE supr- -
emo Velupillai
Pirabhakaran
and his Intellige-
nce chief Pottu ¥
Amman are am- ’

ong the dead or missing in the 26
December tsunami disaster, the reb-
els denied it and termed the report as
“mischievous” and “fabricated”.

Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation,
quoting navy chief Vice-Admiral Daya
Sandagiri, had reported that Pirabha-
karan and Pottu Amman were among
the tsunami casualties. The LTTE, in
a statement posted on its website,
strongly denounced the report. “The
LTTE and the Tamil people wish to
strongly protest against this mischie-
vous act of the Sri Lanka Broadcasting
Corporation,” the statement said. “At a
. time of a national catastrophe, it is
very regrettable,” it added.

A privately-owned newspaper added
to the speculation by reporting that
an NGO smuggled an expensive cof-
fin “for a top LTTE leader”, but did
not give any name. — PTI

THE STATESMAM
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‘SRI IS no stranger to large-scale death

and desttuction. But the death and destruction
caused by a 20-year-old internal conflict could
not have prepared the country, often described
ds the “teardrop island,” for the devastation of
the tsunami. The giant waves left an estimated
40,000 dead in two hours, more than half the
pumber of people killed in two decades of the
‘ethnic conflict. No reliable estimate of the dam-
age to property is available at this juncture. All
fhat is known is that the sea inundated several
villages and towns along Sri Lanka’s elliptical
¢oastline, from the Tamil North to the Sinhala
South. This was the country’s biggest natural
disaster; after Indonesia, it was the worst hit by
the giant waves that the under-sea earthquake
triggered. For a people trying to rebuild their
Jives and their country utilising the window of
opportunity provided by the ceasefire between
the Sri Lankan Government and the Liberation
TFigers of Tamil Eelam — the truce will enter its
’fpurth year next month — the calamity is a bru-
‘ally unexpected setback. The tsunami has de-
valued the few other tangible dividends of the
'three-year-old truce.

. At such a time, one should expect a country
bitterly divided along political, ethnic, and of
late, religious lines, to stand united and endeav-
our to rebuild and bring back a semblance of
normality to the lives of the people and to the
areas affected by the tsunami. It is disturbing
that the LTTE should use a disaster of such epic
proportions to underscore Tamil separateness
by unreasonably demanding that foreign do-
nors should channel all aid to the North-East
‘'only through it and not the Sri Lankan Govern-
‘ment. The LTTE’s desire to be the sole adminis-
trator of relief operations in areas under its

1
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control is evidently also driven by its fanatical
determination to maintain secrecy about the
fate of its military installations, especially the
Sea Tiger base in Mullaithivu, one of the places
reported to be badly hit by the tsunami. Howev-
er, for the people living in LTTE-controlled ar-
eas of the North-East, a far more urgent
requirement at this juncture is the LTTE’s full
co-operation with the Sri Lankan Government.
There is no other way of speedily reaching relief
that is pouring into the country to the region,
and beginning the task of rehabilitation. As
President Chandrika Kumaratunga said in her
address to the nation last week, “it is not pos-
sible to deal with a massive calamity of this
magnitude separately as Sinhalese, Muslims or
Tamils.” In this sense, there could be a silver
lining to the tsunami. A unity forged now will
surely recharge the stalled peace process with
positive implications for a settlement of the
country’s Tamil question.

It is to India’s credit that despite its own share
of tragedy from the tsunami, it was the first to
respond to its neighbour’s distress, a demon-
stration of the warm relations between the two
nations. Indeed, Indian relief supplies arrived at
the island faster than they reached some badly
affected parts of the Tamil Nadu coast. New
Delhi has pledged a generous Rs. 100 crore ($25
million) as assistance. Hearteningly, several
other countries have joined the relief effort. In
the coming months, Sri Lanka will need all the
international help it can get to rebuild its coast-
line. Many times during the last two decades of
conflict, the people of Sri Lanka have showr
tremendous grit and resilience in the face of the
most testing situations. They can certainly over-
come the present crisis.
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“Floods
strike

“MLanka .
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COLOMBOS Yan, 1. —

Flash floods in eastern
Sri Lanka ,today, forced

the evacuation of 2,000
people already affected.
by last Sunday’s tsunaini’
that killed nearly 29,000,

people along the coun-
try’s coast, officials said.
Rains subsided later-in
the day and flood waters
were receding in some
places. Officials, speak-
ing on condition. of
anonymity, said they
ordered the evacuation of
people from low-lying
areas. An aid official in
eastern Sri Lanka’s
Batticaloa town con-
firmed the floods -and
evacuation. “The situa-
tion is not looking good
and 2,000 people have
already been displaced,”
Mr Angele Pinchero, a
Canadian working for
the aid group Nonviolent
Peace Force said.  :..

Several roads leadmg to
the eastern town of
Ampara — one of -the
worst hit by the tsunami
— were inundated, in
some cases preventing or
delaying trucks carrying
relief goods from arriv-
ing, said Mr Neville
Wijesinghe, a police offi-
cer. “The main roads are
ok now, but there are
patches where water is
yet to drain out,” he said.
Sri Lankan authorities
on today put the nation-
wide tsunami death toll
at 28,729. The National
Disaster Management
Centre said that 16,525
people were injured ahﬂ
i 5,240 missing.
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