DADA GETS TICKET TO PAK

Zaheer, Parthiv in;

Kaif, Kartik left out |

HT Correspondent
Mumbai, December 24

AFTER DAYS of feverish specula-
tion over who all would make it to
the team for Pakistan, especially if
Sourav Ganguly would be on board
the flight, the selectors on Saturday
did one more U-turn, recalling the
Bengal southpaw from exile. They
also remembered to include two of
his trusted comrades, Zaheer Khan
and Parthiv Patel, in the 16-man
squad for the three-Test series
starting on January 13.

Addressing a media conference
after a two-hour selection commit-
tee meet, chief selector Kiran More
cited “experience” as a key factor
in the selection. “For such an im-
portant tour, we considered many
factors. Experience obviously was
an important factor,” he explained.

Describing Sourav as a middle-
order batsman, More, who has
shifted his stance on the man innu-
merable times over the last three
months, said the Bengal left-han-
der’s experience would be useful in
the middle-order. “He has played
against Pakistan many times. His
experience will be useful.”

It was learnt after Sourav’s ex-
clusion from the Ahmedabad Test
that the think-tank had felt that In-
dia’ most successful captain could
not be made to sit out on the bench.

On Saturday, More said it was no
longer that way. “The best playing
eleven will take the field and it is
too early to say whether a specific
player will make the playing 11.”

While announcing the team for
the Lanka series, More had expla-
ined to inquisitive reporters that
the selectors were looking ahead
and building a team for the future.
On Saturday, when reporters asked
him to explain the latest turnaro-
und in selection policy, More stuck
to the same line. “We have some
plans for the future. We can’t open
out everything about which players
are to be tried. We can’t allow the
opposition to know these plans.”

Apart from Sourav, who effec-
tively came on board at the expense
of Mohammad Kaif, Zaheer Khan
and Parthiv Patel were the other
comeback kids. While Patel played

Murali Kartik

Mohd. Kaif

his last Test in October last year,
against Australia, Zaheer was ig-
nored after the conclusion of the
Zimbabwe tour in September.

Zaheer emerged as the most suc-
cessful bowler in the Duleep Tro-
phy Yet he was ignored for the 12
one-dayers against Sri Lanka and
South Africa and three Tests agai-
nst the Lankans.

More said, “Zaheer was fantastic

in domestic cricket, but we decided

to give younger bowlers an oppor-
tunity against Sri Lanka, a rela-
tively weak opposition.”

Making it clear that Patel had
been included as a reserve keeper
to M.S. Dhoni, More said Patel had
been preferred to Dinesh Kaar-
thick, who kept wickets in Zimbab-
we, “While Parthiv has been really
impressive behind the wickets,
Kaarthick hasn’'t had an impressi-
ve season. Besides, Parthiv is really
handy with the bat. Zaheer and
Parthiv have the experience of pla-
ying Pakistan in Pakistan, he said.
Apart from Kaif, left-arm orthodox
spinner Murali Kartik was un-
lucky as the selectors chose to in-
clude four pacemen instead of thr-
ee spinners. Rudra Pratap Singh
has kept his place in the squad.

The team for the five ODIs would
be picked later: )
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Sourav arrives to address the media outside his Behala residence, after his inclusion in Team India on Saturday.
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The U-turn and
game theories

PRADEEP Magazine
New Delhi, December 24

WHAT DO they know of cricket who only know cricket!
These lines from West Indian historian and cricket com-
mentator CLR James’ book Beyond a Boundary best sum
up the times we live in.

Sourav Ganguly is back in the Indian tean. People are
wondering why. Is it to do with the realisation that drop-
ping him earlier was an injustice or has politics played a
huge role in it?

Sharad Pawar, Union agricultural minister and head
of the Indian cricket board, denied to HT that he had is-
sued any directive to the selectors to pick Sourav for Pak-
istan. But at the same time, he said the “allegations
against him (Sourav) of being'disruptive and not a team
man were not true.”

One of the reasons,
widely reported for
Sourav’s exclusion from
the Ahmedabad Test
against Sri Lanka, was
that Greg Chappell had
again spoken against the
former India captain and
called him a disruptive
influence.

Pawar said, “Italked to
the senior players, in-
cluding Sachin and
Rahul Dravid as I was
disturbed by these media
reports. The response I
got was that it wasn't true
that any player was a disruptive influence.” The board
chief made it clear that he had not made specific in-

Shara Pawar

" ‘quiries ‘about Sourav’s role in these disruptions and

“every one, including Chappell, told me that these re-
ports were not true.”

When reminded that Chappell, in his ‘leaked’ e-mail
report to the Indian board during the Zimbabwe tour,
had accused Sourav of disrupting the team, Pawar said,
“I don’t want to go into these allegations as they hap-
pened before I became the board president.”

The question to be asked now is: how did the same se-
lectors, who had dropped Sourav, and the same Kiran
More who had said, “They are looking ahead”, change
their minds.

Was it pressure from the board? Or was it a genuine
need to have an extra player with experience for the
tough and demanding tour of Pakistan?

The flip-flop, amid reports that even Chappell and
Dravid did not oppose his selection, can be interpreted as
a triumph for Sourav, public opinion and political pres-
sure, .

But the moot question is: Does Sourav deserve to be in
the playing XI when India step out for the first Test in La-
hore? More importantly will he be played? Possibly not.
But that will be another story to write.

As of now let peace prevail.
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Ganguly smuggled into ./

team for Pak sojourn
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[ am verv happy
to be back in the
side. just as any

other plaver will be

Back in the squad for Pakistan — the good news came to him not via any official intimation, but through
television. Former skipper Sourav Ganguly at his Behala residence after the recall. In Kolkata on Saturday. SNS

Statesman News Service

MUMBAL Dec. 24. — In
what appears to be a
major compromise of

" sorts, Sourav Ganguly was

recalled to the Test team
for India’s upcoming tour
of Pakistan (at the expense
of Mohammed Kaif) after
being unceremoniously
dropped for the third and
last Test in the Sri Lanka
series that concluded two
days ago. Also making a
comeback, albeit after
being summarily ignored
for almost two months,
was medium-pacer
Zaheer Khan in place of
left-arm spinner Murali
Karthik. The selectors also
decided to include a sec-
ond wicketkeeper, Parthiv
Patel (he can also appar-
ently “double up” as an
opener), in the squad of
16 that was announced by

BCCI secretary  Mr
Niranjan Shah, after a
nearly two-hour long

meeting here today.

The signal for Ganguly
turned green after his
name was retained in the
Grade A list of 15 players
that the BCCI had decided
to hand over contracts last
night, which, however,
was only announced
today. The. “five-man
army” aka selectors may
have been leaned on by
the powers-~that-be due to
political  compulsions,
even though Ganguly’s
inclusion was stoutly
opposed by the “team
managentent”. A source
said that certain powerful
BCCI members may have
also wanted to cut Mr
Greg Chappell down to
size. Hence the decision to
smuggle the “Prince of
Kolkata” back into Team
India.

Chairman of the sclec-
tors, Mr Kiran More, tried
vainly and failed to justify

¥ Move seen as
attempt to cut
Chappell down to
size )

B Kaif is the
fall-guy yet again
W Zaheer &
Parthiv get the nod

Sourav has not
done well
recently, you
can see his
statistics. But
we need his
experience on
the tour

~ Kiran More

the inclusion of Ganguly
as a “middle-order bats-
man” at the expense of
Kaif, who became the fall~
guy yet again due to lack
of both political and “offi~
cial” support. “We had a
long discussion on the
middle-order batting and
we thought that though
Kaif has done well, he
does not have enough Test
match experience. We
need experience on this
tour so we called Ganguly
back as it was a tough tour
last time and Pakistan are
well prepared,” Mr More
explained, despite the fact

that this' ncgated the
recent policy of blooding
youngstcrs as seen in the
Sri Lanka series.

Asked whether

“Ganguly’s - inclusion now

meant that he was an
automatic choicc in the
first XI — going by the
chairman’s previous
explanation. that the
Bengal southpaw was not
selected for the
Ahmedabad Test becausc
it was not a good idea to
make him sit in the dress-
ing room in view of his
status — Mr More replied
that neither Ganguly nor
anybody else was guaran-
teed a place. “That will be
decided in Pakistan. The
best XI will play,” he
claimed. A selector will
join the squad in Pakistan
and will join the coach,
captain and team manager
to select the first XL
Reminded by journalists
that he had written
Ganguly off only recently,
Mr More shot back: “I am
not taking back my state-
ment. He has not done
well recently, you can see
his statistics. But we need
his experience on the
tour,” he siressed. He
emphasised that there was
“no pressure on us”’ ic
include Ganguly but “the
media” was creating the
pressure.

Mr More cxplained that
the selectors had plan:
and a long-~term vision bui
could not reveal every-
thing that went on in
selection committee meet-
ings to the Press as they
did not want the opposi-
tion to know what was
going on. He regretted the
fact that “a lot of people
talk... that we have closed
the door for this player or
that...” which was not
quite in order.

M Sec GANGULY: page 12



GANGULY:

(Continued from page 1)

Asked whether Ganguly was selected as a (batting) all-
rounder this time, Mr More quipped: “He’s an all-
rounder. He’s still good enough to bowl. He can bowt at
No 3 (first change, that is). Anybody can bowl, whether
Sourav, Sehwag...” ;

On the Baroda medium pacer’s recall, Mr More sai
Zaheer’s done well in the domestic tournaments recent-
ly and “his experience will help”. He emphasised it was
essential to have a back-up for Mahendra Singh Dhoni
in view of what happened to Samir Dighe and Ajay
Ratra in South Africa. He said that the selectors saw
Patel keeping in recent domestic matches and had come
back impressed. “He is good enough to play. Besides, he
is an asset as a batsman,” he added.

The squad: Rahul Dravid (captain), Virender Sehwag (vice-cap-
tain), Sachin Tendulkar, Anil Kumble, Sourav Ganguly, Harbhajan
Singh, Yuvraj Singh, Ajit Agarkar, Mahendra Singh Dhoni, Irfan
Pathan, Gautam Gambhir, VVS Laxman, Rudra Pratap Singh, Wasim
Jaffer, Zaheer Khan and Parthiv Patel.

Officials: Mr Raj Singh Dungarpur (manager), Wing Commander
M Baladitya (asst manager), Mr G $ Walia (media director), Mr Greg
Chappell (coach), Mr John Gloster (physio), Mr Greg King (trainer),
Mr lan Frazer (biomechanical expert), Mr Ramesh Mane (masseur).

The Indian team’s Pak tour itinerary (subject to govt clearance): Jan
5, 2006: Arrival in Lahore 6 January: Nets 7-9 January: Warm-up
match, Lahore 10-12 January: Rest/Nets (Coinciding with Eid holi-
days) 13-17 January: 1st Test, Lahore 18-20 Jan: Nets 21-25 January:
2nd Test, Faisalabad 26-28 January: Nets 29 January-2 February: 3rd
Test, Karachi 3-5 February: Nets 6 February: 1st ODI, Peshawar 7
February: Rest/Nets 8 February: 2nd ODI, Rawalpindi 9-11 February:
Nets (Moharram holidays) 12 February: 3rd ODI, Lahore 13-14
February: Nets 15 February: 4th ODI, Muitan 16-17 February: Nets
18 February: 5th ODI, Karachi 19 February: Departure for home.
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2005

A hard choice .«
on Ganguly %"

he decision of the BCCI selectors to drop Sourav
Ganguly from the Indian squad for the third Test
against Sri Lanka has predictably sparked unruly
protests in his home city, Kolkata. With several
former Indian players joining in the castigation of the select-
ors, Ganguly has been made out to be a pawn in a larger
power game. The move has been linked to the recent change
in regime at the Board of Control for Cricket in India that
saw Union Agriculture Minister Sharad Pawar replacing
Kolkata strongman Jagmohan Dalmiya as president. Why,
ask detractors of the selectors’ decision, was Ganguly drop-
ped despite scores of 40 and 39 in the second Test against Sri
Lanka jn New Delhi? The accusation put forth is that the
three selectors, who were instrumental in Ganguly’s in-
clusion in the squad for the first two Tests against Sri Lanka
after he was left out of the ODI side, were replaced by men
preferred by the current regime. Such a line of thought is as
simplistic as it is damaging. The root of this issue lies in his
initial selection for the first Test against Sri Lanka. Despite
strenuous arguments from coach Greg Chappell that Gangu-
ly did not fit into the scheme of things, the team was saddled
with the left-hander, courtesy the aforementioned three
selectors. Leaving Ganguly out of the eleven would hav
been in poor taste, and the management was forced to pldy
him in the first two Tests. w0 a\y
The logic behind including Ganguly in Test critket while
leaving him out of one-day cricket where he had enjoyed
greater success was feeble. The three former selectors left
the new committee with a hornet’s nest, and in attempting
to grapple with it, the present wise men have stirred it
further. While the thinking behind Ganguly’s ouster is
sound — after all, Yuvraj Singh, aged 24, is more valuable to
the side in his current form — its handling leaves alot to be
desired. The team management, looking ahead, sees no role
for Ganguly as is evident from Chappell’s explicitly artic-
ulated position vis-g-vis the former captain. Yet things
might have been very different had one of the BCCI bigwigs,
or even Chairman of the Selection Committee Kiran More,
spent a little time with Ganguly and tried to convince him
that it would be in his own interests to quit. Perhaps they
could even have offered the Ahmedabad Test as a grand
stage for him to bid farewell to international cricket. In the
event, what was clearly lacking was foresight and finesse in
handling a sensitive issue, one involving a senior cricketer
who has always triggered strong reactions in fans, oppo-
nents, and officials alike. In this latest episode, as in every
other critical point in Ganguly’s career, we find that the
middle ground is so thinly populated as to be irrelevant.
When it comes to the Prince of Kolkata, people love to
inhabit extremes when making judgments. But when you rid
yourself of raw emotions — of the sort that has driven a few
short-sighted people to play dangerously with combustible
regional sentiments while ignoring the larger picture — and
take a clear view of the history of the game, you will find
many examples of such choice: most Australian captains in
recent times have been forced to relinquish not just lead-
ership but their Test spot as well. While the thinking is
justifiable in the Indian context, its translation into action
hasbeen shabby. India’s most successful captain deserved to
have been treated with more grace and diplomacy. Looking
back, the initial error in selecting Ganguly for the Tests
ensured that his exit has come amid rancour and ill-will even
as the issue has been dragged all the way to Parliament. /
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Inscrutable Ben

| Bengal's love for its heroes is all-consuming, sometimes overridding rationality. Why should that be a matter
of ridicule or even debate? We are just emotional, says Nilanjana Sengupta r‘\, S ‘

Dadagin |

olkata burns. With indignation, anger

and anguish over the treatment meted

out to one of its favourite sons. Those

who are not out on the streets dis-

rupting life, burning Chappell’s effi-

gies that don’t look like him, disfigur-
ing Kiran More’s posters (there actually are Kiran
More posters), and angrily signing protest letters,
may seem strangely muted. But deep within, the
silent Bengali in the office canteen, college class-
room or bus-stop queue is asking himself why, oh
why. If anybody is inconvenienced by his protest-
ing brothers in Kolkata, he is not showing it.

This Thursday, of the roads blocked by protes-
tors across West Bengal, Jessore Road crossing
near the Kolkata airport was one. Passengers qui-
etly alighted from their vehicles, picked up their
suitcases and made their way to catch their re-
spective flights. Even Bengal’s ruling Left Front
and its rival political parties are united on this
front. Bengali mothers and uncles who don’t fol-
low cricket but are fed on a daily diet of Anand
Bazar Patrika are a worried lot these days though
reasonably sedate. “Is Sourav playing or not,”
they ask every few days with concern. Surely even
the Prince of Kolkata, as Boycott named him,
would not have dreamt that his status as a sports-
man would generate such largescale hysteria.

Now that a wave of support from different cor-
ners of the country is wafting towards dissenting
fans, the matter is spinning out of control. Noth-
ing less than the Parliament is being engaged.
There are supporters who are hopeful of areplay
of 1986 events when the then-board president S
Sriraman stepped in to recall Sunil Gavaskar for
the one-day series against Australia after he was
dropped. There are some who are looking kindly
at Kapil Dev’s advice to Ganguly to take some
time off and relax, as a rerun to similar empathy
given to Dev himself by Mansur Ali Khan Patau-
di in 1984. Then there are those who are aware
that it will be almost impossible for Ganguly to
make it back to the spot he not so long ago en-
joyed, but are nevertheless hurt about the man-
ner of his exclusion.

That Bengalis are an unapologetically emotion-
al people is a well-known fact. We can break into a
song when we feel like it; we have many pleasant
tunes to choose from. We can barely conceal the
Jjoy we feel when reminded that both the national
song and national anthem are authored by Ben-
galis, or that we have two Nobel Prize and one Os-
car winners. But more than Robindroshongeet
and Ray, it is politics and sports that feed the imag-
ination of a state that suffers from 15% unem-
ployment rate — the second highest after Kerala.

It is not unusual to catch a mechanic or an off-
duty bus conductor indulging in animated discus-
sion on Buddhadeb Bhattacharya's reform
policies, or Mohun Bagan’s chances in the Durand
Cup. For years, football amplified Bengal’s joys
and sorrows till foreign sports channels sho-
wed us how the game is actually played outside

the small pond. It dampened the spirits a little but
not too much.

It is only in Kolkata, it seems, people have the
kind of time to'stand outside television shops and
spend hours watching a whole match while
munching jhaal muri.

The overriding passion sometimes even propels
the babumoshai to take half-day off from the office
to go home and watch India bat, and distribute
rosogolla the next day if victory is ours. When
Ganguly was appointed captain, garlanded
posters of Sourav adorned
every neighbourhood. Sport-

\K\“‘/

Saturdays, India was sure to win because those
were the days when Goddess Kali is apparently
worshipped in his south Kolkata home. It must
be said with some sadness that the Tuesday be-
fore the Delhi test unfolded, Ganguly scored 5
runs in Chennai.

Most Bengalis outside Kolkata also stick up for
Dada out of loyalty, basing their support on care-
fully constructed ‘facts’.

Though his batting average in the past 15 tests
is a mediocre 34.57 and in the past 30 tests a dismal
29.07, Bengal always found
something in his captaincy

smen were joined by politi- IT MAY BE HARD TO BELIEVE BUT or the way he positioned the
cians, even the stoic former field ‘exceptional’. Like West
chief minister Jyoti Basu, SOMETIMES BENGALIS HATE THEIR Bengal’s vocal population,
and there were overt expres- HEROES T0O.AMARTYA SEN IS NOT the public at Eden Gardens
sions of thfalr happiness at likes to be described as a
his ntgw asilgnment. c VIEWED KINDLY BY SOME FOR HIS knowledgeable but a reac?ve

Before the World Cup in audience. “If they feel
South Africa, prayers were COMMENTS ON THE FAMINE AND something is unfair, they
held for Team India at the will show their displeasure,”
Kali temple in Kalighat and COMMUNISM. EARLIER THIS YEAR, THERE says a cricket lover, who be-
blessings fervently sought. ETITION CHALLEN gan to root for Ganguly only
Some Bengali households WASAP ON GING HIS after he left Kolkata three
believe that if Dada is play- DESCRIPTION AS A NOBEL LAUREATE years ago for Mumbai be-

ing a match on Tuesdays or

cause he found “the anti-

o
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Bengali sentiment” too severe.

It may be very difficult for one to
believe, but as is the case everywhere,
in Bengal too there are sections that have
reservations about public figures. It is be-
lieved that Amartya Sen is not viewed kindly
by some sections in Kolkata for his comments
on the Bengal famine and communism.

Earlier this year, he faced a queer pitch wh-
en a petition challenging his description as a
Nobel Laureate in a book was taken up in a
Kolkata court.

It would be easy to explain the pride that most
Bengalis take in the achievement of a fellow in the
world arena as something akin to what an indul-
gent parent feels when a child does well. The pride
does not come to be because the achiever is a Ben-
gali. It is felt because he or she has made the coun-
try proud. It is then that Bengal extends a hand to
pat the achiever on his back.

We tend to sing about our heroes, and call them
amader (our) Amartya, or amader Satyajit, or
even amader Sushmita. It even extends to any-
body who makes Bengal his home like a Baichung
Bhutia from Sikkim or a Chima Okerie from Nige-
ria, or for that matter Marwari businessman Jag-
mohan Dalmiya.

Temperamental
comrades

Fire is Eden

1966: A test match against Gary

Sobers’ West Indies was inter-

rupted when spectators set the

stands on fire. A scared Wesley

Hall was rumoured to have run a
good 1.5 km from Eden Gar-

1986-87: When Kapil Dev was
dropped for the test against Eng-
land, captain Gavaskar was pelt-
ed with oranges and other fruits
while fielding. After the match,

the streets of Kolkata with plac-
ards saying ‘Sorry’.

Ne ool

1998: 170 football fans were in-
jured at the Mohammedan Sport-
ing Ground when the Green
Stands collapsed. Angry sup-
porters torched the broken
stands and upturned the seats.

crond
1999: The test against
Pakistan in February end-

tors were cheered by Eden Gar-
dens crowd as a protest against
the exclusion of Ganguly. When
dayer in Mumbai, Rahul Dravid

raised his arms aloft to salute the

" crowd in a rare gesture and said:

‘mettryhastmnestmdtat
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NEW DELHI/KOLKATA,
Dec. 16. — Amid a raging
controversy over Sourav
Ganguly’s exclusion from
the Indian cricket team, the
Lok Sabha Speaker today
allowed the issue to be dis-
cussed in the House next
week. Also today, chief
minister Mr Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee condemned
the former skipper’s “unce-
remonious ouster”.
Responding to a submis-
sion by Mr Mohan Singh
(SP) that the issue should
be added to the agenda for
next week in the House,
Speaker Mr Somnath
Chatterjee said: “I have
allowed this to be added to
the agenda. The issue will
come up for discussion.”
He said a great “injustice”
had been done to a “world
-class player” owing to
politics. “Such incidents
will affect the morale of

, ’RC\” Dalmiya wntes
v\ to Pawar

KOLKATA, Dec. 16. — Mt
Jagmohan Dalmiya today
wrote to BCCI president Mr
Sharad Pawar pointing out
that the latter had been
“misled”, and that it was a
customary for the BCC!
president to be informed of
the composition of the
national team before it was
announced. — SNS
Details on page 12

young players and we must
take corrective measures,”
he added.

In Mumbai, BCCI presi-
dent Mr Sharad Pawar to-
night disapproved of rais-
ing the issue in Parliament.
He said: “If people start
using Parliament to say
who should be in the Indian
cricket team, it would cause
irreparable damage to
cricket and cricketers.”

Echoing the growing
discontent among cricket-

overs in Kolkata the chief !
minister said Ganguly’s
ouster was a grave injus-
tice. He added that he
doubted the selectors’
competence to make judg-
ments on players. “I heard
the news while I was in
Delhi and spoke to Mr
Pawar. I told him that, nat-
urally, nobody could en-
dorse this decision. Let’s
see what follows,” he said.

A series of road and rail
blockades disrupted vehic-
ular traffic and train ser-
vices for a third day today
as cricket fans continued
their protests in the state.

‘Bad precedent’

Former cricket board pre-

sident Mr Raj Singh Dun- |

gapur today said that Mr
Pawar’s proposed move to
speak to the national se-
lectors on the omission of
Ganguly from the Test
team would set a ba
precedent.
Ve

s

’
2



Please spare me, | don’t want to tal

The Axe Effect

By Joseph Hoover/TNN

Bangalore: It has been over 24 hours. And we are still pon-
dering over the “true” reason why the national selection
committee dumped Sourav Ganguly from the squad for the
third Test against Sri Lanka.

Was Ganguly ejected purely on cricketing grounds? Had
the selectors really trained their eyes on the future? Or was
he ruthlessly dunked to sate Greg Chappell’s ego? Whatever
the reason, the axing was dastardly.

If the Sherlock Holmes’ strain has been defeated in us,
let’s take solace. For, Ganguly’s teammates themselves are
baffled by the sudden development. They are as much
sucked into the netherworld of suspense as we are. If Sachin
Tendulkar himself has failed to comprehend the reason,
how do we get to the truth.

TOI has reliably learnt that the batting maestro had the
graciousness to speak with Ganguly and expressed his sur-
prise at the selectors’ indiscretion. Having been around for
over 16 years, Tendulkar has certainly seen many strange
happenings in Indian cricket. But this will take him a long
time to ingest.

Rahul Dravid, who invariably put his hand up when Gan-
guly’s team was in peril, had the courtesy to break the chill-
ing news before he addressed the post-match press confer-
ence. But the least Dravid, who made his Test debut with
Ganguly, could have done was alerted the Kolkatan of what
was to come.

As we learn, Ganguly had no inkling of the nerve-numbing
thunderbolt, trusted as he did Chappell’s pronouncement
that he had a “mentor role” to play in the development of the
team. Unsuspecting, Ganguly was happy to be back in the
fold, yearning, hoping to do better in the games ahead. But...

Be what Dravid did and may have done. Let’s get into the
heart of the hatchet job. As it seems, the panel was prede-
termined to rid Ganguly from the side. Otherwise, who
would drop a batsman who had compiled scores of 40 and 39
and contributed to the team’s comprehensive victory?

No doubt, Yuvraj Singh is a batsman for the future. No
doubt, Wasim Jaffer makes a better opening batsman than
Gautan Gambhir. No doubt, Mochammed Kaif is a batter to
be reckoned with (given the choice he would open the in-

==ings as well). Yet, sentiments aside, there was room for a

batsman who averages over 40 in Test cricket and who has
willed to play to his potential, of late.

If someone where to tell us that Ganguly has technical fal-
libilities, which batsman doesn’t? Sehwag plays away from
the body, yet makes runs galore. Let’s be honest, many have
wagurvived in the past — Krishnamachari Srikkanth being one
among them.

Be that as it may, since the time Chappell was to tell the
previous selection committee “not to throw .... in their face”,
the barrel seemed trained on the former captain’s temple.
The ploy was to keep the left-hander in the 14 and phase him
out. Determined, Ganguly braved to perform. Perform he did
in exacting circumstances (it is never easy to perform when
you have so much on your mind), but the selectors chose to
outcast him. This time, it seetns forever.

Perhaps, the next time the five wise men choose to re-en-
act this ugly episode, they would do well to take a leaf from
the Australian selectors’ books. The Aussies gave Steve
Waugh a deadline. Waugh faded into the pantheon of
greats with a great innings at the SCG. But Ganguly had no
such privilege. Strangely, Indian cricket has been cruel to
its performers.
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A young Sourav Ganguly fan makes his displeasure felt in Kolkata

k on this

— Sourav Ganguly on Friday

ungarpur flays Pawar
Says Board Chief Pulling Up Selectors Not Cricket

New Delhi: Former Cricket Board presi-
dent Raj Singh Dungapur on Friday said the
BCCI chief Sharad Pawar’s proposed move
to speak to the national selectors on omit-
ting Sourav Ganguly from the Test team
would set a bad precedent.

Dungapur said when a team was an-
nounced it always had the approval of the
President and pulling up the selectors for
any decision they make was “not cricket”.

“Obviously and unfortunately, it is (a bad
precedent). I am surprised by the statement
from a man of his stature and experience,”
Dungarpur, who backed Pawar in the recent
Board elections, said.

“] have been the President and Chairman
of Selectors. The decision of the selection
committee is given by the Secretary to Pres-
ident for his approval. And once that is done,
there are no questions to be asked,” the for-
mer BCCI chief told a news channel.

On Pawar’s reported remarks that he
would use the forum when the President
was required to approve teams for interna-
tional tours to discuss the issue with the se-
lectors, Dungarpur said, “The process is the

same. President has to be informed before
the press.”

Asked if it was Pawar’s way to soften the
wide spread outrage over Ganguly’s exclu-
sion, Dungarpur said, “Perhaps, a politician
is more susceptible.”

“Perhaps he wants to clear the air by say-
ing that he would speak to the selectors. But
is not a good precedent. It is not cricket,” he
said.

Dungarpur said such a move would un-
dermine the fair process of selection.

“We had a similar situation way back in
1975. Five of us decided if we are asked to ex-
plain, we will quit,” he said.

In Dungarpur’s opinion, Ganguly did not
deserve to play ahead of Yuvraj Singh.

“If he was going to play instead of Yuvraj,
that cannot be justified,” he said. “What
happened in the selectien room should be
kept secret.”

Dungarpur was expected to replace Sunil
Gavaskar as National Cricket Academy
chairman after Pawar’s group swept the
polls on November 29. But the new regime
retained Gavaskar as NCA chief.

Buddha protests  Rail services disrupted

Kolkata: Joining the protest
against the ouster of Sourav

Kolkata: A series of blockades disrupted normal

Ganguly from the Indian Test
team, West Bengal chief min-
ister Buddhadev Bhattachar-
jee on Friday described
the move as unjust and “an
insult both to Sourav and
all of us”.

Raising doubts about the ‘in-
telligence’ of those responsi-
ble for Ganguly's ouster, the
chief minister said: “The
question is whether they are
competent to take such a deci-
sion. I think, no.” Defence min-
ister Pranab Mukherjee also
supported Ganguly. “I think we
should not play politics in crick-
et or any kind of game. He is a
good player, he should find his
place in the Indian team.” agencies

train services for the third day on Friday on Eastern
Railways’ Sealdah division with hundreds of people
squatting on tracks in 11 stations to protest the re-
moval of Sourav Ganguly from the Indian Test squad.

Police had a tough time in persuading the squatters
who blocked train movement at Ashokenagar, Kalyani
Simanta, Bidhannagar Road, Habra, Sodepur, Birati,
Duttapukur, Dum Dum and other stations, stalling
services for around one hour to one-and-half hour,
railway sources said. .

The blockade caused delay in departure of 25 trains
on the section but the agitators later dispersed peace-

fuily, the sources added. Meanwhile, street corner e

protest rallies were also reported from different parts
of the metropolis on the issue of Ganguly’s removal.
Reports from Purulia district said sportslovers
from all walks of life blocked roads there for an hour.
They demanded the inclusion of Ganguly in the In-
dian team to play the third India-Sri Lanka Test
match beginning on Sunday. agencies

ki



Dropping Ganguly
an insult to all,
says Buddhadeb

Protests continue in Kolkata for third day

Special Correspondent

KOLKATA: “It is as much an insult
to Saurav [Ganguly] as it is to all
of us,” West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
said here on Friday.

Asked for his reaction to the
exclusion of Ganguly from the
cricket team for the third Test
against Sri Lanka, he said the
decision was “unjust.”

Talked to Pawar

Mr. Bhattacharjee said that he
had had a talk with Sharad Pa-
war, President of the Board of
Control for Cricket in India. “I
told him none could accept such
a decision. Let us see what hap-
pens next.”

The Chief Minister also won-
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pal
dered whether those behind the
decision to drop Ganguly were
competent enough. “Questions
have been raised about their
competence,” he said.

Only days before Ganguly’s |
recall to the Test team at the
start of the series against Sri
Lanka had the Chief Minister ex-
pressed confidence at his staging
a comeback and asked: “Who
will stop Saurav’s return to the
national team?”

Protests continued across the
city and suburbs for the third
successive day against the for-
mer captain’s exclusion from the
team. Suburban trains were dis-
rupted at several places in the
Sealdah section of the Eastern
Railway. Roadblocks led to traf-
fic diversions at several places.
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B?lddm on the views of one man

.New Delhi: The truth is

daunting. Everyone has
to go some day On
Wednesday, it was Sourav
Ganguly’s turn. The
irony is that he didn’t
stand a chance.

For, when the verdict
was delivered at the selec-
tion committee meeting,
Ganguly was not meas-
ured on the axis of

-— a man whose spat with
Ganguly is anything buta
secret — demanded that
voices of concern be
raised. And so it was.
Two selectors suggest-
ed that cricket be fac-
tored into the Ganguly
equation. Chappell and
More obliged by cutting
Ganguly’s batting, bowl-
ing and fielding to Lil-

performance alone,
but on intangibles
that knowledgeables
like Greg Chappell
claim to be privy to.
Insiders say chief .
selector Kiran More
initiated the Ganguly
debate. Chappell imme-
diately took over and
held court for about 8

Chappell’s charges against

10minutes. Hisverdict  the ex-skipper sealed his fate

on the former captain,

as revealed by an insider:
“Ganguly creates an un-
healthy atmosphere within
the team; retaining him in
the squad and then bench-
- thesituation. He lacks moti-
vation and this will rub off
on other players. Keeping a
long-term vision for Indian
cricket in mind, Ganguly
doesn’t fit into the team’s
scheme of things.” Five
minutes later, Ganguly’s
fate was sealed.

During all this, and be-
yond, Rahul Dravid main-
tained a studied silence
signifying consent. In the
BCCI’s world where poli-
tics is the art of the possi-
ble, it was unpossxble
among the selectors. Yet,
crucifying a player based

liputian size. “It was ar-
gued that Ganguly lacks
consistency as a batsman
and was outscored by Yu-
vraj in the Delhi Test,
that his fielding is a lia-
bility, and his bowling is
not threatening enough
at the Test level,” in-
forms the insider. The
prosecution rested its
case. The non-believers
Were converted. The writ-
ing emerged on the wall:
7-0; Ganguly out.

Three months after
Chappell gave Ganguly an
honest opinion on what he
thought about his form
and leadership in a pri-
vate meeting in Zimbab-

he spoke again in all

an h esty in confidential

quarters in Defhi... and

had the last word.
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ed Sourav’s last chance
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Anger in the House and outside

VOICES OF DISSENT

IN POLITICS Lok Sabha
Speaker calls discussion next
week. CM and Pranab
Mukherjee call ouster unfair

IN BOARDROOM pPawar to
discuss decision with 3electors.
Criticism within BCCI

ON THE STREET Bandh call,

demonstrations, signature
campaign, train disruptions

HT Correspondent
New Delhi/Kolkata, December 16

THE UPROAR that began at Behala has
now spread across the state and be-
yond, dividing the headquarters of In-
dian cricket and reaching the seat of
government.

Sourav Ganguly’s ouster is now a
subject of national debate. The Lok
Sabha Speaker announced a discussion
next week, following a submission by
the Samajwadi Party’s Mchan Singh.

Somnath Chatterjee agreed: “A great
injustice has been meted out to Ganguly,
who is a great world-class player, due to
politics in the game. Such incidents will
affect the morale of young players and
we must take measures... I have allowed
this to be added to the agenda. The issue
will come up for discussion.”

Sharad Pawar is against politicising
the issue, but the criticism is not en-
tirely political; some of it is from with-
in his own board. “The entire country
is angry. It’s Murder in the Cathedral.”
said Gopal Bose of the National Cricket
Academy. And Raja Venkat of the me-
dia committee said the selectors had
committed “blasphemy”.

Raj Singh Dungarpur, who is in the
Pawar camp, added a new twist to the
row by advising the BCCI president not
to speak to the selectors and set a bad
precedent. But Jagmohan Dalmiya
urged Pawar to go ahead, “since you
have realised that Sourav should not
have been dropped.”

Pawar later said he would indeed
take it up with the selectors. But he in-
sisted that he was not involved in selec-
tion and other cricketing matters.

THe
Hl,)US TAN 7 Meg

Those who took up the cudgels for
Sourav included Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee and Pranab Mukherjee. The
chief minister said: “It is an insult to
both Sourav and all of us... The ques-
tion is whether they are competent to
take such a decision. I think, no.”

And Pranab said: “I think we should
not play politics in cricket or any kind
of game. He is a good player; he should
be in the team.”

Elsewhere, the man on the street too
made his feelings known. Fans
blockading tracks all over Bengal and
delayed 45 local trains. There were
demonstrations in Jharkhand, too.

The Maidan Sports Welfare Associa-
tion has declared a bandh on December
20. Other fans burnt effigies of Pawar,
Kiran More and Greg Chappell.

See also Page 7
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He was to play in Ahmedabad
Test but will not because...

KADAMBARI Murali
New Delhi, December 16

SOURAV GANGULY was sup-
posed to be in the squad for the
Ahmedabad Test. It was to be a
final opportunity; if he failed to
prove himself, he was to make a
graceful exit.

This was what the selection
committee had envisaged at an
informal meeting on Tuesday. It
didn’t work out that way for two
reasons. One, Kiran More didn’t
discuss the idea with
Sourav, though he was
supposed to. Two, Greg
Chappell fought aggres-
sively for  Sourav’s
ouster, while Rahul
Dravid made it clear that
he would be uncomfort-
able with the former
skipper around, especially if
Chappell decided to keep him
out of the playing XI.

BCCI secretary Niranjan
Shah says the decision to drop
Sourav was “unanimous” and
“irreversible”. but sources said
it was not as unanimous as it
seemed. And everyone involved
says BCCI president Sharad
Pawar was not involved at all.

At least two of the five selec-
tors. East’s Ranjib Biswal and
South’s V.B. Chandrashekhar —
a man supposed to be virulently
anti-Sourav — were in favour of

ONLY IN

giving Sourav a final chance to !
make a dignified exit. The selec- :
tors had an informal chat on the :
fourth day of the Kotla Test and
decided they would talk to | f
Sourav and explain that they i
were giving him this last oppor- i

tunity; if things didn’t work out,

he should call it quits. “It was de-
cided that Kiran More would i

speak to him,” said a selector. “I
don’t know why Kiran did not

n’t and this didn’t make sense.”
More could not be con-
tacted for comment.

rode everything else.

spoke against Souray,”

tude problem and was a bad field-
er. He said having him in the
squad would be detrimental to In-
dia.”

Dravid was very clear about :
two things. One, that Sourav had
no place in the playing XI as he |
envisioned it; and two, that if he :
was there, he could not have him |

sitting in the dressing room.

Continued on Page 7

In any case, what hap-
pened the next day over- i

“Chappell was aggres- | §
sive, as he always is and :

said another selector. Greg Chapge!-!
“He said Sourav was dividing the | SPoke aggressively

dressing room; that he would not i aboutthe evils of

mix with other players, that he
refused to share in the joking the team

around. He said he had an atti-

SPOILERS

Kiran More was
supposed to explain

to Sourav that this
i was his last chance:
speak, because he obviously did- :

he either performed

i or quit. More never
i spoke to him

keeping Sourav in

Rmm {I%rm rid
was uncomfort-
able with Sourav
in the dressing
room, possibly as
a non-player



CTIRACST it B
ROIR (SR G

(A wea, Fearel @ Tfe 2Aie, SWTIwEW

=B, Y3 TSR (AT TS *I=m sAreqz S fiem, @ @t
G GTI® SFRTE AW MO T, TGS B Fisame e | Ffive
WA GARATTCS OFF FRILA STHI(T TG (1 FAII T I, Rl
WA MRS Y3 [e 71w sy, Temifs e st 9 e
R0 A 71 | 1 775 (91 Si+1) TSR GBI (FLaS Q% T S |
g o@eg @ TS AT Y HBed NeNT FEE,
Al SemRm Ak | 3 R G Qe et | il feese
(GfA=ele ieiia ofF IR A § O TITS B1RA, (@ Gl PIRT, &l
ferrabia Fiets Claers am creml 2ng | 161 wif, ffEs am aream srel
A (A G | 5§ 0 AR, A © TN I
(V03 I AT 93 R o3 wnae {8 gra (o, Glaced sifesmend
Tt ot 2 ffe | g o 9 e, WP @ g a6 Fir-e | 7o
I St A e sl e wafeEe @ e | e
e (oltz ol | o A1 Bk eiiaep@ sla wraiiReer e iy g
RS, T 5N (ACF (SFNET SHAD] YT (FAIF 0! 30 G4ae SN |
IB1 1 AL A PR TAM AP o1 | <1< AN T4 G SIS
AfRFBIASIR 7= FAER 2l o waEs, o IR G A2 31

- ALY ‘S’

TR efSravs: fftl, s o forma-— oTa@i (445 et (90 (e
sfistieta am orgre s e 2enmme (el e snireari) w1z siew
e PR @ fr wsrd ez s aa Wil s v mfEmr
SIGMA I (HG12 b1l 1 3z PR arsia, fefa wrm aran Garsa urs
fampriad Gratma swisy farabicag ofe swed ufas@ w21 TaTs |
frersra Gt B1GIE wete Wzl e o rster faeef frg
TSI 274 |

2SS (T ATYIRA (SIBA AN | FAN (T F o705, T4 WSS G 7 |
ce-fcaifie af Teme Tt 31 g3 ©i7 1 (@e TR g o
2y, O PN ST WAroR A ofn wagm | w5 o 3 Big
A SIS Wi 0, TSI AW (RS FTaie o | WGmE (2
CFITA SRS FECR SIS 2, TS GG ST (A | ©1F e 8%
am oreTa s 54 feet | g Tl (5057 1-3fem13 Wel® i a6 ey |
I GTF AW (e AR Tel AR WS (9 W e
RT3 (Ot il ) Bt 02 21 G U | S 3, TS e e
o1 a1t oS (reaa ST SR | el P, 59 ©fF | 93 siraz
«35fb rfd B STe man oo Srh1 w5l 39 | Y atslaEs Bfe
BIGT 2 G AW (rewt s T Biais | =1ew oftearg 1 «
AT T F, ST ©f YT 409 T8 A AT | 71 26T 71
@A @A Fofer waae, 53 A1 oo wttes at fawe
CIRANAE (71 (2%, @512 fovaret 1 T o9 (1% 3w grms! wvace 511 1% B
wlerafeE fofae 9 Siter @3 IR, “ae AE SNwE BEg SwE
SfEERE TS | S S| AlSeE G A AElRAN, S Baiega

GFNT © NG

A Bl@ANS, (TAred Aoy AN | wTFai oA | 21 af am

SRR I 2 I e St

NERH ATE GNAreT AT

WSAET TG @ ENAILS (wae

wire faafea afshz e strew
Trm Al ARG Y @ee

Q37 @B Fesrern | fog areifeg
T e e W ARG ), (@ SIS
ST (535 (A AN (AT 1 NS 2 (a3 Al S
TIPCE NP1 GATH WA @ W A S=ifel res’
foqel It ? S2a T AW GINOIT 2w AR SR
Wregfa T SianElS (o qeEw (26t BrieetE 7

92 b 20T TR (F (T 2 T (NG w2 a1, e
Arefe-frzs @i TRR oo« | i SR e
W] SIS (S AT Py RCHIS, Sl g ST |
Tl (re 2T 156! A0 | e A w9 (A S
G S aar | B 5 o A wraw sihewrg
(ARG BITAHR YL (U7 120610 A 20w, ftera SIgarers’
(U D BTG (A0 | g (W-HITHiTeT S Siererd
Qe fRa@wernd - S Giaeredia | 7,
CTIFS-SRINTR @2 JZ0F AT SAvren iz w1 ar=
11 (BT I @ CFGa S | AT iz et e wisife
W Reasiad) e i gl | ol 397, Ree
TSI A ASIEL W SIS A T
Al | St T emiaferm B k. Tex witaE Fared |
TEAY FATS TAE (TSI Srafers s, adne

TIAE GTe @4 O3 SHNE 9% I FHEE
i={TenLs, e Qteifs et | @51 75 3fenmn o 7
weres Roia B wwe A e s, o
ATHIE WA L, G2 204E T oS AN |

FleTs{o] (AR 792 @R AR “WoATE 45 WG’
T yumw (oft w9 | g o @l o e waR
e AR | PSR Al r Ao siaba, ¢
qEBS AN AP | WI AR 9 AEea Rygfen
BAIGTE G G (qSieat | )

[ IO G T ST | A s | e
IRPNPIEET SIE TS | @ I3 9% Fa AGw
B | SR AR T, G BITo AT @A @2l Fred gel
CNeITS BiReR | e Rfs 6 (7 iR eranel a1 2 wraw
NEAT T JACE Al TF g (7 [T o4
fetvaem @ fRom w91 2o 1 (@92 ©f 2@ (o1 975!
w3 tofa =

IGCER CIFAEG Rams Al 2T o9 T e

&, o
for, Praiel

GRICACTG
1B G

ovaied 9w, fafer
TS HFS!, TS

Afsaa il 9 wiersife e
e Ju1 e awms T
sAfesEs e Ghas s
GIA 2R, W5l S | O, TS
VT FOIF (U@L T AT
T S (TR (A TOI (A8
AR G 2felqmre | GRTe@
aAw meAF P @R @R
Areifs | g Ge s fica
Ter 2@ Sorm SO eS|
TEAR JATG (U AGH JAR,
R (@Y TH— wee AEew
AqE wiowsW  Glaced  wd |
NG @GR OGN @ Wrw
MeTAE O CFteT I
wffEEw, @6 wHE el
VFAT T JAND s (3
ARSI FA TIER | o
T, NS SNfeTE Sron s
V& (ATF AW e YT S Fl
AR WA A5 IR, SimE
@G TE o Bai @5l
CTIACSA R, FANTET | S
A FIE WS | e ofe Fvim
it F2 QNF o[l @31 W
fafere Aoz 43w (il
w17 2ISTIR X G s
RIGIETIR (< R
AN (6 (Ite TS #1a
TP EIASIT (WS, AT W,
EIFTER [gF— AR (&l
wFgyd o Q¥ el @3
waﬁmmwmmcmcm|
SiE SIEThAE 93w 9I6iR
fm— v | W32 @ (FET (TIWe
Tofitdy (3 AfeTEmd 2w
ST TGRS (AFE
Y7 G0! elfe R | fefs

«INT 35O |

ca: offafzfe
eifdE 7y

JEE : Wl
A eI

e fAive, STWRM

v rme—  wmm @R
TEMRAE RS (AT ST |
*Z(AA OFB! WAL SEAET
STrEE {19t (T (TS | g SewIam
YR @ FIATES M 588 LIAT (B
MY (o5 SIS I weg DR
(AT | WAPFeR | o= e w7 |
TS AFfera TPCS T2 By IRaA
T, (oI5 OEeR GErm OUNR
FifEe SIS viren Ffda we
B awefim W s AGReEE
TS SEfe | GNTSE am (reiw
A7 oo {FRPRTE L e
B (5157 | (FING B 7T | S[) (TG
fEeEny U TS AR | 5%
o e @e fgrez 13
YA ARG SISy i | Retws
@S ol =raw “leT™ «32 iR

.97 R e éne e

s @eaR #17 sAwonatar @
freme (e W Giee
a1 v @ fSra w2 A ave
T R ‘e e @
e fEreEn TR e wwaE
AR AFANGEL A (TS A
T A TR G2 Y SO
&G TS I @R ool
72 | st R Ry 5 (g9, wrgeim
U I AT Q4RI (S BT
AT (AT N q=a (oo
AfSTN AR TRE (eI
THAGCS (A1 I 1 | OfF “8F'7
e e Stz | wigams are
7T MR sewl (3| a1 W[
SIET Al AT @I [ few
A QGE @EEe A
o et sAws @)
fdioeaiR e Rdioa s Ram
T IR | S FB ) A NH e
sl AT (A T uF

GINT & NelF

GINT Y MOy
- I

4
N2 AL

e F Q

i

i



> AT A ‘9\ ‘7 A e

A IS T R A
TR | e S, @Y T3
57, v Sfve o
Prae <% Q= @2 Bfe
AFFIHNET AR IR Wi
G @ = WEE @
fEoraifs | @ TocE, S
e T I IR B I/, W
TS AT ) T Tiwe,
MNSTT (@SR G
T | ATE (AR, AT
v s ss @i
‘ﬁﬁmﬁm@m—mf—ﬁ
%@Wﬁlﬂﬁﬂl DA
(R TG,

9 @ A s aw A
I (S A om [ BfS
APFIRIERR S SIS
(@ oEIE? N e
OitA AfGR geniel Tare | @2
AW I R [ ST
(5T, O TG, 2fellsl TG
ofa W <M SPE
MenrR RfEm wwom wp7 ¢
ey Hws seimhE
ORI e GEREW %
il R @Y e
A I Foiger FEh Ty
e A ey o aneEs
s e o R
AP AW TS
PR W (i TS
fGoaifer | g s W
@ e s B W
G sie «at =& o
o, Gizrs-Raifier segi=s
NG | O IEEH, WAIm
Frare wWE oemd we sty

Fios, @m @ SRR esa [

TN G| QG @
AN (T §H WAL, AR
oE 7| Sy efewnEd A
U R, o @ Fdisema
A (FINS TICHHA 7 S |
are sfg Y A 9
3 FIHICE PO (oMot I@r
EIRICE O T R (e B
OIS (RSl W, O [
W SR0eT S ANPE I3
eS| (A1 TR | SR S Biot
R e 5RA o sl
fpus e SO L e S T
fSistaa 1w el 8oig (@ive
B9 i ot | wiefle, igsts am
eTF WO (A TR SIMa
G| @D Faga wzm
e, e (@ e (e,
(TOR OIS | (12 e A=A I
M B O A9g o @,
‘OBt TG SCWRR  GEod
owGER Auaregl AfeER
Awr o sinam, e

\W‘Jﬂammﬁmﬁ&
e @i wffzs| oeis
WIS 92 AENE Srsiw! o1
Sfow 971 Riveal va et
53, R oy ey ot Forara
FfoFa THreR 21| WA | |
@es e g e oren
m oo witte Bifds
S @E Forifer wewfe
iz W EE W@ e
TR R FE |
fivetm =W, B
HARS F40S | R G
v owe wikoKag Go
SieT | SEfE 1 wifa e,
SOWEITE, CIaSE@ (TR
(A, O% AR QA8 [@NGD
TAF (N OF W @RwR
wUefEy el iR,
Awm Ter SeeE W
wha el ome oo
e Crafe e g
Tw PIiEe o 3% &% o
AL I TR oW 5
WA | R hma @3 o
TP R, 9N SR Y92
W A Fw as R’y o
ClTe siFffel SesiR fiyz |
THE 9z S fw @Ra
CieW gz afs) e am
S e Jza | FAe B
FHEE, FYme MG
S TAE | Sl e A
(T (T G (R, O T el
2 | g wvire fRfee Glacsa
@ A=, O T vy foTR
AT |

gt ﬂﬁ@%wﬁzﬁm

> *elF 7 ,

Wmlmoﬁcﬂt@w@zxmmw
1 A gFEn s TWH WY ST A
Trfem v 8 forraEe S (ol S iR |
‘CIi SR I (GPIEN R3S FE9 YR
TISICS! FHREN RBE o e Sem a1 @
17 1 WA & | R g GNACSA AW “H%iF
TG T SO (YW 9 (fem, wie
TR Zole @S STl e B0 T @ (bt
AR 9% Cares Ty s T 1 Shadd
RIS FTTRA | TN (@FHEOIER @ TR A g7
@S GNEe weey Twa Sst e fea
HERNE @ ISI@ g IEa Goee o ot

CTYTE JRITS 241 19 =11 | S0 (B! prabiR s
TR S ol e (@ @IS aﬁamma%

IR p‘n‘A . ’,\L .



4

5,029 STY SpoY

Jpaweydio,, 199§
1L UPMOYS ABINOS ‘MO SIY
paJnpal pey suUonIIs preoy
U323 Y7 AIYM Jey] pres os
-fe edruie( Apusreddy Ty
Y3 0} WY SuryIeq SNURUOD
pPmom fesuag Jo uonerossy
J9YOLI) Y} JBY) ABINOS pan
-sse ‘J.red SRy 10] ‘eATUTRQ

AQunos gy
$S0J0® SUB] Aq papualxa yxod
-dns jeiow a1) Aq payono}
ug3dq Sey ing ‘ospe suny;
-Aue Aes 0} paur[ap Iy

‘ydea8sray, oy, prol Aeax
-NOS ‘Yor(qauIod € SpIemo}
Sunpiom 249 1.1 pue Sunymb
j0u Ut J - dn SUTwiod JoYILI0
3noj jo Ayuard SIYL,,
Jnoy ue Jrey punoie
J0J eAruire( ueyowsep jout
oy 193e1] “efnd uedereueiieg
a £q dn uaye) axom ‘Joej ur
‘sINOY Auewl — dwIoY je Aep
Yy Jo yonwt yuads ureypded
vIpU WEIY, ISULIOY JY],
TRYMIUIOS PATSA0IAT SBY
ng AepraIsas Mo[q IdUNIey
-a8pals e Jo puad FUIATIIAI Y}
e U33q dARY ABW A[nsuen
ABINOS G 93 ‘epnynore)

INAANOISFTAAOD
TVIDALIS HAO0

ARINOS
:surpmb
Jou wie |

JO SPUBY JUIPISII

J0dg s
‘pafedad
9y Jedoxd sem Jeym pip1,,
‘utejded se JUSWUIISSE JSI1J
sulppnIeyzy  pomiwreyoy
- puereaz maN 03 dray sy} ssTwt
LUpIp As( fidey aansus 031
pausAIsiul pey BN "N'g ‘ode
SJeaA ST JoA0 K[[RIuUsprou]
‘ueistied
J0J penbs J1ay} Ul ABINOS aARY
3,uop s103097es S JI 75/1¢
IS U0 UMoUy aq 03}
Burod st s0uanbssuod Jo SUIY}
-9Wlos 03Ul Jjefsuety Ajfenjoe
SJUBWIIIUAS AUl JOUIdYM

Jsmsue ueo suofe Jemed
L. paY0YS
pue ny, Uedq JESWIY

sey ay se Apremorired ‘ased
$,ABINOS J9PISU003.I 01 "0 pue
IO POIIIIP dARY 9 pPnom
‘9nSoA Ul Usaq so1308ad JI81LIes
3y} pey :s1 uonsenb ay,L,
‘pordnas
£813A01)U0D OU SB — awildal
STY UI T "ON U01108]0S — B[303]
J0J ST 189, 1841} 8y} poulel
-21 SI0109]S B} UsyMm [050}0ad
9JURIB3[D AU} INoge J9loq
1,UPIP Jemed SOWNSSE auQ
"L66T Ul papus drysjuep
-1sead SIY Jolje  papusuie,
uesq pey (A-F1 Afreoyroads)
so[nx 9yl 3} wIpulg
o Aedoad
palest) ag 0} SeATSS|p oY pue
J8aJ8 U9aq SBY UonnqLIIvod
STH "38SoUlj PUE 18] YIIM Po[p
-URY U83( 8ARY 03 3UySno ansst
ABINOS YL, ‘Poppe elpuig
‘Tequumy Jo Ino Y317 e paeoq

b R

T

iy pue
1) TNSE ‘ISHIV ‘431N 0} oiqeesy

%86°98

£¥MD1ID BPISINO SUOSES)
10} poddoIp ABINOS SEM 1D

LInSIN S Avadaisaa
epzg oi<uondo anok> fody
Aidas ok SINS
ON — g ‘s8p — e isuondo
4,Uol038[es weal u
QUBAISIUY O} Jemed PeieyS
10} ybu 8q U MO

— zc_._,wuaam.><s._.

01 Surredead spiym ydexs
-1, 9y 01 Suryeeds
o pajurod 8y  ‘remed
JIA O} JeY} PAASAUO0D [ "SIN0}
SBISI9AC 210J9q pepesu AJuo
Seam 90URIBIO POBaAd 1004
Ay} Jo suone[n3sy pue semy
‘WNpueIOWRN Y} Jo Apmis
® Inq ‘9o130e1d Y1 8¢ 0} pasn
1Y} ‘ow AW uf Juspisetd
a3} Aq paaes(od aq 0] pey swes}
Joyjeym Mmouy 03 pajuem
pue aw paj[eo xemed I,
AepIoisod wd £,
punole (GuauIeilied wWoJj)
auwIoy Suryoral Jaye AL Y}
BIA UOISIOdP ,510309[8S a3 JoO
JuIea] Jemed ‘Jusprsaid Jouw
-10} ® ‘eIpulg Ysulg J1{zepuy
Iayoeq Koy 03} SUIPIOIDY
‘SIS0
AUIOS pue IO ISn{ jJou ‘wiy
uny  pmom  Aotignd  eAn
-eSsu yonut 00} pesifeal (o3e
SY98M 33IY} uelp) ssa] Jemod
possam Uorgm) dnoad siy
Joyje ATUO Pajoeal Jemed
‘peddoap uﬁmn ARINOS UT

o

afox e Letd 3upip sont[od 1009
-eqjur eyl pejelsiral oy
. “Uor3I9Y
-98S JO SJI9JIRUL UT , 30UR13JI83UT
o, 8Q pmom aIey} pasiseyd
W Jemed 300§ Suoam a1j3 o
1ySned aq 01 SuriueMm JoN
J193SNO Snowueun
s.ureyded JauLIO} ¥} 0} Paf
JeyMm Burpue)s.tapun 01 pajru]
9q [[Ia UonjoeIul Jeyg,

- SAeD 93ay1-0M1,, IXaU Y3 UT
SaN§es[[00 SIY pUe IO\l URITY
JI0309[8S JOIYQ }9oWi plnom
9y pajedIpul oy I8ylany dais
B juam Iemed ‘Supesuu jau
-1qeo e JayJe ‘JysTu Je 31e]

qRd
MIN Ul suosJadsmau piol
Jemed ‘WY noqe pnoad {99
am pue ureyded SNOLIOIITA
€ Sem 9y ‘OS[y £101oeIsties
sem dourwnLIopad SIY 189,
(e 8y} Uf **AeInog Jo uots
NOX? 9Y) J9A0 PBXIOYS pue
1My uL] J3A07 J9HOLID B S,

Apoq 193OL.I0 1SaYITL S PLIoM
ay) Aiqendae Juipesy pue
Ue] e SULQ Uaamiaq UOTIOUN
-SIP B 9pBRW JBISTUTW UOTU[)
afgoxd-ysty o) ‘3urusas
SIU} ‘PIP 8Y Usym UsAH

Juoay
An3ues AeInOg ¥y} Uo
JSIDI9Xa [oTUO0d-a5elep ©
JJeniIul 03 SINOY O IS8 Je
300] ‘Temed pereys ‘yuap
-1sead (1D09) ®erpul ur 19
-}y 10y [00U0) jo precq
YL ST "9 ‘epynore)d

:mﬁm dVIVId VIANDIOT

JeAueg dipeid Aq ampold “WMea) WRTPUJ 33 WOIJ HOISNIX? S,A[N3ues)
ARINOG Jsurese Aepsamipy, 4o pode)s alom §)s9101d ArnS a1ayMm elnore) ut 13psod
— J939)oLI) Sutppnq & sdey.rod — Aoq SUnoA e ‘9)e[osuoIsIp pue peg

-

d 9any aemeq ueyq



anoy
ue uey) saout Aq Auewt 3urdefep pue suresy
Jo sated om] Jo UOTIE[[80URD FUTII0] ‘SUOT}
-09S TJe(yreN-wn( wnd pue uceduog-jesereqg
91} Uo s¥oeJa} [TBJ Payool[q osie suey A18uy
"s9InUIW ST Inoge Jo0j JyFeqy Surires ‘peoy
JInoqaey puowe( uo SUISSOID vISRIMOYD
ay} payoorq atdoad 0pg dwos ‘ereyeyg ul
‘PrEs enImunos
PAALa0al sey OJoy TRUOTIRU E JUdiujEa)
18S91pPOYSs ‘1salqqeys sy s 11, "yusiajeisured
1dwoad sty papuewop 99{as)yey) enrunos
£q a1 S9ISTIIE AL, PUe Ul ,19)01I0 Jo sured
Y3 JO TeAeniaq,, B JI9ISNO S,ARINOS SUI[[e)
Temed pedeys 03 9j1am 0} paprosp
0s[e aArY ‘BOLYIY YInog jsurese [(JO UspH aU}
210J8( ABINOS J0J Pajjeq pey oym ‘saels Wy
9]0aM Y . ‘Ye9[q 8q [[1M 18YOLIO uBIpul JO
aInng ay) ‘J1Isw Aq papIns Jou ST 983310
uo1109[8s 9y} JI ‘suoljesprsuod Isyjo,, Jo
asneoaq Ing uosead }9¥d110 Aue JoJ paddoap
J0U pRY ABINOS ‘UOIIUSAJIINUI ST SUINS9S
‘Temed peleys 03 9joam eydndse( sepnand
Japee] 140 "HueYo oeq-wiy-SuLiq ay) pautof
pue uorsnoxs Arewuns s medyinos resusag
a1y} ur Aerd moj pasafle SSTILIGL[aI UAY
"pres quI) payu(] Jo #al1eney) JYpy ,pProm
ST} JuNey 03 SUINIAL I9AU 1S0YS 8,9101 et}
2Ins 9yeW 0} DUlDA e Pey 0S[e 9p,, SIITTe]
nputy 1reSuag Ut Y1esp e JIsije s£ep g1 PoAss
Younj TeIUowaI3d Y} ‘100 pue 1403407 0P
a1 POAISS ATI8M $)saN3 (00’ T 10AQ "UIEd} A}

UL papasu 133uot
HIVINY3LIV

oU SeM ABINOS
Tey} AL Teuoneu
uo Surfes piesy
ussq pey oym
‘URULITEYD  99)
JTIIUoY UoI308]
-9s 9} 10j Auours
-190 YPOD.4S B PpOSIUESIO epeUINEY UT NP ¥
1009 913 03 s18339] 3s910ad Suruue(d
pue sa1813J9 S,810N ueary] pue [[oddey) 5015
uruang ‘speo.d Sursoorq suej A15ue ym Kep
-SINY,J, U0 B[O JO S}99.11S 8(f) U0 SJUdA N0
14Snos BIpUJ WIEs], WOoJJ [eAOUad s, A[nSurn)
AeInog Joao afenno HALLOITIOO HHL

GT 19qWa33Q ‘BIeyjoy
judpuodsaiiod 1H

Jague ui yoeq

$){00] eje)|0)

ULIO]S ARINOS UL L

SAWIL NVLSIIGAH JHL

“BIpu| Wea] Wolj 191SN0 siy Jsajaid o) AepsIny ] UO S}29.1S 9y} Uo INo palnod suey s,AeIN0S
LH/A3T HAYN YOHSY

b

ned

wf.& "

Wat

879/, saded os[e 3ag
“urea) oy} 0JUl yoeq Aem STy Sunysiy Jo jusp
-IJU0J SeM ABINOG Pies 51B100sse Ue ng ‘1el) Je J1 J3] oH 'psounouue
9q 0} IO} UesSHed 9y} 10j Wes) 9Y3 10 1Tem Pue MoU J0J A5ed JI ae}
pInom a3y ey} saeaodal proj euioy e Aep joTnb e juads oym AeInog
« WIY AQ puess pmom gy 9yl wiy pioj [ Inoy ue Jrey J10j a9y}
SeMm pUe 99110 AU 0) SWED ABINOS,, AePSINy, U0 Pres eAtuired (40U}
8ABY 10 "PauBM 9T} JeUM 108 aARY Lo} MON "Poo[q STY 10] Sutdeq
SIoM UBW STY ‘08€ SABD MI] V (191SNO S ARINOS AQ woxoozm aq Temed
PIMoYS £189], B[I0Y oY} ul Suoim SUIYjou sU0p pey oY ‘surxa) sut
-1oX0110 AToand U ‘Uaym %ﬁﬂsocpwn TeAOWa.l S, ABIN0S 01 pajngriiie
9 JOU S8ATIOW ﬂmoﬁzoa ued moy ‘doap
-3oBq ST} U2ATH) AUOISI) JNOYIIM INO
UWMOI} 9Jom Wea] oy ur soefd e 03 JY31x
S, ABINOS Payoeq pey oyMm SI10109[as a1t}
a3 ‘paens Jo adueyd s} 1aJe U0 Jnold
s.eATWITE(Q JO osnedsaq ATUO atay} sem
9Y Jey) pue 08 1Snull AeINog ey} suIpioy
uaw s remed Unm ‘yuerd fjod e swesaq
A12A1108]30 9NSST ABINOS Y} ‘STUY TTe U]

lemed peieys
ey} wi op 0}

Jurou aAry am pue
IOPTUOD UONII[OS

‘JN0gR UMOIY) 3I3m Japuels 91} JO UoIjaIdsIp
Jo s3I0s [[e pue orjgnd Ul peysem sem ) :
uaul] A3I1(] IS0 Yoesd Ueatdp 03 SUTy) @—Gw wﬂu mM ma@%ﬂm
-A19A9 ptp dnoasd efrwieq ueyouwder wo ﬁchE@m

oy} pue dnois xemed peteys ay3 ‘srjod
1004 93 03 dn-un.i yeaaq-10-9y el ‘9sus}
|l Ul " PoYdoys,, 8q Jupmoys ay ing
"SIY} 3utAes J0] Wiy jfney 3,ued nox
« Wiy moqe
pnoad [98] am pue ureides SNOLIOIOIA ©
SBM oY ‘OS[V AJ1010eJSTIeS Sem S0UBULIOY
-Tad sIy ‘4S9 IY[eQ oYy} U 'ures} o]
WOJJ UOISN[OXd S,ABINOS JI9A0 PayoOUs
pUe 1any wie [ 18A0[ 1942110 € SV, ‘pappe
9y uay], °.Sseooad, 8y} puelsiapun
0} SABD 921U} 0 0M) UL SX0109]3S 9y} (31M
anssT 8y} mm:omE pmom a3y pres sy
Jpurop o) 3ur
(10U SABY SMA "9911TIITLIOD :oﬁoﬂom Yy} Jo
UOT3BIOSIP 9[0S 8y} ST sa8Ae(d Jo UOTIIS[AS,, ‘Suthes ASISAOIIUOD 9} JO
Te3[0 1993S 0} JY3nos Jemed pereys juspisead paeog Kepsaniyy, uQ
“19){0110 PUOADQ Jej SUOTISSNOIadal [IIM ‘OnssT [8aT auf)
aq 03 SurualeaIy) ST ety ‘stiod 1004 au Sutmp Aeyd Jamod a3 ur umed
& 9pew u3aq sey ay ey} uondsdied oy yiim pa[dnod ‘Buroes siy jo
Surwir) pue JSUUR 9t} 31 18)SN0o STY Jo 108] pIemIonysiens a3 ueyl
JUIRI Ing "eIpu] Wes], WoJJ 19)SN0 § AM3uen Aemos Ul SWAYI 0 uos
831 SUTISYOLID OU PUNO] 9ARY ‘9)e)s 9} apIsIno AUrUW NV “TVONHAL

ST 43quiadaq ‘1yaq maN
yuapuodsario) IH

JYS1J, SMOA J3IYy9-X3
_.s_oa__m J9IPD 1994

AR |




-

%

ey wwvte, i@, se e cigs
SRS FIT GFRIEAN & I ATLACSE |

@ I €8 S v (AT (BL6 (TN T4, ©f
T oo wreE AiAfes WEEl @AW
fermaem w2 e (w5, @ &I (U
1 A, W 9] (ATE T IR, MR
SIS} (STE FFTHAL 4TS |

sl 9% W @bt fefen Wiars aie
B FTENCS 04, W 8T SRS (IafEew &
7 W) T (el AUE TR (A0S 98 W T,
CTETe? AW TeAF AFF T @ THE AW
RIS W, T© T2 AT “TTE Bid Ame |

Gl A meTE B @ IEdw a3
w12 et oy fAfes weaa eww (0w Ww
SN FIR TR (H6N TR AT AFTIA
G G2 SETE A T Sive ate Sl @
iz Wi esrEeE 3R frrace @8 Gren
TR ANS HeWT 1w ¥ YC0En | @2 BITed e
me%mwmmm
&9, BB Q¥ @)

TS ACS aFG FrARCEH fermae wegfH @
CATTI STBIPN | SIS NPT (S NG (T
(W TR AT | @ T TfNew & e, i
ey, 95 B o il caew swardelR
o Wi e Tafee) WA 5 98 FAre
men TIH | MR Gt 73 i ame wed
oI erelfe BN Zoncad foft weet smewy
ferm g T, fofN The “Afavew wRR @ ow
TFT05 TIOF 90 o | g Wree sfswst
AtF @R fwla (655 W Wen oree ol e ey,
olaces aw 191 Iege 79) i 353, Hemd
TR G GGG ARE |

4FE R WF (SO T CrEE &

wiere, seTicas

wﬂ* S 22

BT‘?TW‘«'RTW

MATHE AAEE -7y sl Faw
sifqage IF ege oAGHE WA, W AR ©
AR B i R 5 e aEw, “oes
@3 maa, §'ea0we @ A7 R AT YL
PG AR | TES, T IS O3 AT (1 iowre!
TR 2AGEE 93 R{rars @ ares B
GISMIY SR BitF FTares 91 e |

fom At (whl (@ (&g (eitgETa Je wids, ot
Ffey 2o oot e w1 e sune TR e
T e, R Sifsrenzma Aa@e T 9
34 7Y AT AT Sresdefd | semiEa W
ofa Tds fifrs| sin v o Tl @eR PR
e awed| 367 70w, “ GTS(® AW (1T
Frag arifes aa swim ) Ay wne frfe Gob
T T (e, oF fofars site am em am
T AT @ @S (APTTTH, ¢ @TET @
Frars w1 MWz (R Aemad g HirE
(Sftm e s 79 Y f5M)

GIH GO WIS ICHTNYT 4851 48 T3 =
TS ©IF WG, R AL, SO T
SRS [FToIes v Abaree ofouan
T ORI W | OCE Y, FEE HH (@ FHAS 7
4|7 S AEE et Frae I FRG IEC, A
TBIR O G613 e FTTerE S |

TR WCATE TR QFWI S8 ST AT
semEee B wBrwen o R s,
a7 717, Ty Wiy @2 Braiw e e sin
ey, “ffion <fifS o csrer e siw @ ez,
T 70E SRR Fse SR wEeE”

a0 <] T SR b (251 HiTeiens | fofw
e, “oi fren aits (TS 391 arars, ot 391
1 g 513 fF 2 et fFea s39s 3w §e
re e AR, O1R sew Gifer aeete, 9@

G ST TR AR

ANADARAZAR PATRIKA



mm‘@:wmmwwﬁm
0S| wQE, 2459 WA AE GEOR
SIS R (AT SIS ®RG @
TNel | ST, PO Wi a8
G | T 1% AT 2 1, @ T e g
@IBATS I IR AT WF VY @
@RESI 9 T2 (9 77, B R
@ o itk I TRET WA

Fora o, s

wwgld givcs Srted
AR e I | WY T (BT, 3 W%B@F‘T
| gm0 e el R 2 e (o esin
g ace ol AUwIReIe e e arEe W el 13
Bl aftts e A, AOR, SIEE (A, O e R ug I

T P | gerwr S iy 2t i
SR (il | g GTeE,. SR
A TR @R SR S TFard
WA G A (ReT T GTEe(S | 67 g
IR AL 2itsly o | @G FTAINS (@ e
FATR, SIFTSIIZ FFa, BT JATS PR
TR T GRS | ReE e e |
AIFE ISR FIGE IM (ST IR | F
2w T e 2 SIFEA (S O] G 23 |

A4 J"AL

mm

C lﬁﬁwﬁwiﬁ\mmﬁw
€| Y5 WA IFEAN A I 7Ree
forcarer =iz (dibenm G AW a4, GIATSR
@t | sHiwe g B 2w w4)
I @O A wefEe a9 T,
g sem 0T 6 I (NE PR /A
I | Sie 9N TH (@ AT FAS
saf aeiR P sa s Gl am
RET | (TSN FEIG I I3 T OICS 24
TIIER (3, IR WG (STR At (B 2 [
A8 IW G (A DI, TN (S &7
52 e og 71 oy aft e sfafgfers
AFTI SITH N5 T e (@ |
L FACS AT ] G2 BT |




4

R K

%

SielG
@ 3N
SIGICEAG]
ReTl

GChals (A

& @ @ I\ oW e
(STepTa Wemd 5w fsrfrm
e @y ea fef
AR ety e e
AW~ A, (@FF @
e e fArster e
e W FeErS| A
(BT S FA SAS (AT (W
umre, @ srEhast ¥
widres Stwet | Tae ©1Are
AT G Y/ W A
@ree 33 (farm g ©
gires fwa e«
ffreEd o7 W O
T drErEs wfdpe | IR
@™ are gewam B e
g e R
ahestEwESIaz fRwatst) A
Mg ek @
THTES AR, LA T I
Wit e sreng ol &

4T 3 e

i

e B

Lo

hé}

R At
N

§ ¥

H %

CAVRI - - D)

4

5

T @ ~% fagfe famia, iy

%p 0 (“f{o\\ nv

D
)
{

rd

Sl

SIS

(TR W, FETret @ cRaie AT, Wi

(SR e I JZCEE O N TS PRSI WA ACI A FALA YR G 430
R e GTAes T B (P8 B WRREAS Woal AN WA R, e @
i S (3| ST A EE WR, S e 4R, o GTRets (B0 @Il

TS EENE AW (AT
e WIS | IR BEw
I, ST | Sdie wibE |
3 Hited @ AR &G

| TebifE ) W, wE ey R

@z SifFslg wn, Ao
% (Alrg W IMNT (AF
FFTATS | (9 BRTstel 3
qem mifded @ HaEy
B A, T WRA
SITHE SINIHS A 2E
Toiere |y OfR JY, (A% 8
IGEITINE PGS
G| O GTae@ @hEE
AEn wE W FE @A)
SR (506 Ao 2S
CaS SFFIE M9 WE T
Sz, w@  AfEEEaS
fars 93 S oig @)
eacE, @ W@ @We T
@B | (@Y R SRR

catol: Red
(St AL

7, 5 ¢ TrmI— (i1 o TerE |
4 7GR 4%, FOIE HRGIR FPrera
oee s | O o et T
W@ T (A% S TETE,
wize b o)« s e
pe Sas | O s g ez
(St AR | G TR veS T3
GE6T  wEhl (@ O AR
sroge | Rrws ke e
BeETTe e s Biides s
(ST VElbt I AR FEE ©
o FeE Thre (8, TR
w47 7% @ feram af{ee
T & ooy T iR e (s
Ter, AR oy fHEReE
i o (c S = B
TR ¢ Wi fem e
o SEAGwIEE W I |

qasifEag ) a1, A% @D
(o foet 7 IS @S
oot @ Giaere Aw eW
o, qf ARER | QIEEER
47, JOIR GITSE AW
TS BT W ANST
wrers Fe | stewa WA
waga afe R «fbe
wiE a7 i ST o WEe
%7 T 5 | TiEsree’
R @R NI &%
T 1o fagiRiTen Aets
wieiEm | e Sy e,
‘@ AT GIaSE@ AW
@Y =, O WA YR |
oy Afearet wigs | W&
0t )t TR el |
iy el afe 721 ©Y
P/, @ TS0 T TS
e, @ wAGIE G5! TR
BB Sifdere I97, (@ (IS
&% A @1 e, of fee
% 3@, W WI WI|
TGS G AEHT S e
w1 7l wge HISE R

slenitad A B, PErean edd @ frres 73, 97 (R Praiehle ©id iR B

| AR (S AT AT T | TS Toge

AT R A

g ¢ 0F0 2005

———AC R

PANESHN RS

A4 Jk‘[

*



?ﬁw% \\/ N QUV‘X" g/ 1

ARafe? (e Bhe 7o awmmma?monw
mmwwmmm@mﬁaﬁmﬁaﬁsaﬁﬁﬁmﬁm
@ITeY WAIAS 2foRfE ) v oo Ao nTe (el ZEe
o, =5 a1 At Wl fF@oaeE ot (RERE F919
wfgsr @ slwz (73, @ 39 Fidiverm Rg creal @, aww e
TH(= (AT SN | TS @Y Areifed Riia, S au=
wfermae Sfem e o FwEe WAl SR @ @ i,
THARNTTR SR (O TS 29314 AW ArSiee | ©f 2l @17
T AES ST TR TS | *NAW AT Fo4fs 78T[ 442 (o
CTiae vl GEb (4o | Sa! (P a0d W AT oq @
o108 5 A [ R R I (51, ¥R st Bz Gt
A AT 4T (SR U HTF TSB! it | @1 st
“ea 49ed o s, fosbt wfizes | e i fol e cim
I TIACS i, WeT (TR ey (IS S19ioq S st et |
Tt sl T, ISR 3R SiE, creeta wifors Bifsrea cvia
G S aet W e e T v (S S (@
Tyt fire 201 S, SNfFem TEEa v (@R (@ ANSTER
ST BTl 8T 77, 5t AfER | w1 [fs, v o
@ A 3 TET0S A AeTE | Rt 230 +J1ai! SietE 1, ©ia
(TG 68 <37, < TR Ffsara 108 Siemwam i
4V SA1GTIR | GRS W (TR ™G Fo oo | @asTern
AP G GG 8 O-T2bR Wa famag wfhnes
SMheTR SR fracen Cee #Nfewia s TN aiewt 7@ 14w
AT WA 308 I (SICE, GTIFS I TSR I (AR T
Tara SHIHIAS T I AN 0K | (30T & P 754z
R 2 S AN | AT Ol I, @ JA T st
wafEe e W ORES, BN cERW s @We W
T3Es) 208 (AR A1 | IEAIR TS T (ITSITS Foeid GIRmIRIE
A T2 W R SeoeTag) o NG | (HITSIER (SeRe
G GRAEE (e [Ries dw e [N aferm @
ANfiREE | AT AeNEa3 (@A [5T GTae’ | Peoiwia s s
AFEE I, @ WA A CFE ASTIF SIS | G790
1 Fifearn Ao 2o AR @ | FAiws Ao Jidwd
T ZF AT | GINIAN 5Fd (S0 ST Sis 9309
STt o7, AR FeCaR R i CTTes | CTINWIA o
e, G5 SR Jfesre Em w11 ore ReTR @Sl TR
26T A WAFIRE | (IR (TN FAIF @2 AW 2 8¢ AAR 1Y,
<51 (S (M1 CTTaIR T | ST (SRS 8T G 4975 | © -
b w8 fagn T PeRtE AW, Aens e, @6
(QIFOF ST FATE | MR 32 T, nivem v Bw go
QYL (A | AP TMA, ST RIS TN, ASTIEI IR
AR Wk SR | B o a9 et e 39 8 3 RS
TS AN META BIF Fiwt T | =Tl @ GTaers (@ AIe
FfeTret Somah, o «Afw | g « (o1 Fdiveme FI0s WeEd 2@
IR | GATHS (T AT sftezra Fifkces smros (el ©i3 @3
g, IS @A TS, A FF @e The 7, o @i
5T A | AR W Fdse o s s < ) e
5t orafs I zem Bivs, Ot fca (a1 frdt Tres #iice | e
(ST &) SN (17 FA00 2N 711 43 @ =g mran fodisss
7 A0S A | Fios 3761 T3 N 2o o1 A A 1SR IS
A (o1 TS T3 ©f [RITR IR | @3 T4 REea WIS, v
&S I FFIFGF G671 G0 FreId 2 GFME SN etz Gae
@IS Ao Fera | 997 Five IS (o1 (oot sArsam
Tifaraa s, ‘asfm 2e 2ftes, e o A G 9 srem |
QI S F AP O, O TN Sl 34 1 GBI <G, AAremraa
HAOR WA #47 (12 for bR (Fetie, 2917, (SNiored ) Saret
AR, T GRS (555 W IR &0 (baIRE oienl wifbafeee |
fFe, b8 TGAl, GTISE (BB (TS (A, a5+ Hpe fog
o AN &d A | S, Q8 SRS <6 (i W
290! BE SPTR SRAMIFE (AR AT QST
TR SNal rsEe fGeraifE wae oraf | iz @I s
e rewe <ifles AT 9541 (ol SRR ) S e Wi
(@3 afeEm, CTTs@ I (eTl (e T0e WI9s (@ s{1eTm
ifdtaa Srgrerew 263 AR | 9 @ & A e /507 e/
wifs #fst FIEIfS’ | " =W oiegie 9 =3 99 FwEs eare
A, ffEe g ! RS (AR A TS M (Meu
oamity 2o 2= | (A1 T, (219t Ol e (s e W
(FT G 251G FAC, BIETRIS (=13, 24 e (713 1513 GNTsrE
SRR S0l bR, eSF | ime REE g wwer
ISR /3 TSI [FTs PN s dena <R e’ zrares
caneie 397 | fifan +fafbes aoies are @35 | Ghated am Aewm
Wt oA @A e AEwie | Erme dfedm wiem 1 aw i
SISITLoT ZRIG P I | (AT S[Gad 433, Sld Whes el T,
CTisTeR eo Sfip 9 1| Wi, ([@Iee oaw 1 (@I ge
(AP A, S@ WA (AR AAFAGIS AT | 2AGNATE (
R BWGAT Wen 53R, e Totas it 2ot (ol Ry 2
[ M| @ WL T R A 9T IO G ATE-RAsa
TeT-olTole 20T G SRS |

AAJKAL




sepusby J9ISNO S ANSURD ISA0 KWISIP
J131]) 9010A 0} POPIOSP OSTE SARY S)SILIE UOIS
-TAS19) pure WY Y3 ‘PuIyaq Yo 8q 0} JON
"pres ay ,‘yes[q
8(] TIIM 3930110 UeIpPU] JO aInjng oy; ‘J1I8u uo
uoTOUNJ J0U Sa0p 993TUIOD UOTII[9S aY)
I, "..prpusids,, sem souewIoped Jo SULIS)
Ut p10ooad SN/ STY pue , pIepue)ls mojaq,,
Se pajean; aq 10U Prod AMSues) Jo a0UeWLIO)
-xod oY} pres Japes] 14D SUL 991U
Uuo13091es 9} JO UOISTOaP 9} pasuanjul sey

Jey} SUOTIBIIPISUOD JSJ0 SWOS,, Uo Jnq , I1

-Jau,, U0 10U Sem UOISNoX3 s, A[nsues) jey)
pouwrerd eydndse(q Temed 0} 193391 STY Ul

*son3rjod wiogy

19YOLID uelpu] 10930ad 0] wiIy Sutdm Jemed

pereys Jslyo 1D0d 03 Jonaf 1sejoad e Sur

-puss e)dndse( seprang) sepest IJ0 YHm K[

-nsuenH jo Surxe ay) Jsurede spSpno dn jooy
TeSuag 1S9p UT SIapes] 1JorT ‘OIIYMUuedy

"sI9sTUR3I0 9} JO auo pres , L1nunod ano

ur un 3ureq SI }9y0L10 Aem 3y} Je Ja8ue ano

12 d fepsinyl
U0 [sUUBYD SMBU B pjo] eIpUlg ,‘wiea)
Ly} JO JUBWAIUNOULE SLf} 810J8q PauLIOU
a0 Jou pasu Jueplseld preoq oL JaLjeym
payse pue dn aw pa|[ed ey usy) ‘AL Wol
wd 7 Je y JuIes) 8H, ‘UOISIAGIS) BLR W0y
SMBU 38U mou 0] 105 Jemey jeip pres
eipuig ‘Ainbuey Jo feaowal sy} L) S[BIOLO
pseoq Jojuas e Jo puey Aue Buikuag
"BIpUIG S | 48142 (D d) LONERID0SSY 194IMD
qefung 0} GuipIoade ‘anss) L UO S10}09j8s
L)) LIIM UOISSNISIP B aABY Aew pue
uoisnjoxa s, ANBuey ABINOS INOGE LLes) 0)
«PaX3I0ys pUe paslidins,, Sem femed pereus
juspseid (190@) preog 12507 (Y18 MeN

d3INI0HS ¥YMvd
- gN2Y ¢ cydy

1308 01 1934937 0 SI00US Yo

* AinSuex) Jano eexyjoy Ul S1S9)044

$10}09)08 Wike} 16)oUd
uejpu| jo seibyje ey} uing Aoy se suebojs noys
Suso_wo JO UORRIDOSSY S10A0T SModS jJO 3m.>_uo<

‘speoy ¥o0|g m‘_ate&_:w\

Jo uotssaadxs ue s ° S[ENILL, o
0} a1doad (00‘1 punoie pajlAULEABY aM,,
‘Treddey) pue
JIO JO sONd Isel, oy} Furuniopred Kuow
-9190 ,Ypeays, Jooul e psjonpuod suej Ans
-ues) ajelr ‘seuedaed $z YrIoN Surinoquysiau
ur ereuryjuey 1v yprou oy ur anyndied
0} 3nos ay} ul a3un3ATio], pue vizeH WOy
£310 8 ssoI0e POy sJom §I8930ad Te[TUIIS
's103158]
-0ad 9y} paAowad pue jods d1f} 03 poysna o]
-0d 1a3uessed snq peSe-o[pprul e pres ,‘suorn}
-ej18e yons aIow aq pnoys a9, £0q Ino o}
auop aonsnfur ayy jsurede 3so30ad ano 9010A
ISNW 8 "PaPoOaU ST STY,L,, "Ulerdurod 0} poow
ou ur a19m papuells asoy} ngq ‘uonelise
Suor-a)nUIW-GT aY) SULMP UOTIOISIIUT Y}
Je J[IIspue)s e 0} 8led JiJe) Je[NOIYaA
‘Wes} URIpU] 813 0} pa{[edal aq Jopuey]
-}481 9Y} jey) Surpuewsp sure3ols Sunnoys
8ousplsal sAmSuen Ieou peoy JInogreH
puourei(d Asnq oy} uo 3ulSSOIO BISEIMOYD
efeyay oy} paxdorq sidoed gog punoay
QIO URILS] URULITEYD 99)
-JIUIod uonosfes pue [feddey) Sa15) Yoeod
JO setuouaIsd Ypeays, pue sgurduey yoowt
dunonpuod ‘sapesfoorq peox dn Surynd sue]
$, 18830110 81} YIIM ‘penbs }sa], UrIpU] oif}
woyy AnduenH AeInog Jo Suryoes snoruout
-2130Un 3} JI8A0 Jsaj0ad ur pajdnas ejeyq[osf
Aepsany], uo Aep puosss o1} ioj rejey[oy

//%

AN




A popular p

THIRD UMPIRE UMPIRE
RcyuMukhem

DECEMBER 14, 2005 would sure-
1y be one of the blackest days in
the history of Indian cricket.
The Brutuses backstabbed Cae-
sar not at the Senate in Rome but
Ganguly at the Ferozeshah Kotla
in Delhi. If Caesar’s fault was
that he extended the Roman Em-
pire to far-flung territories, so
was Ganguly’s. Like Caesar, he
had put his valiant Indians on
the world cricket map.

The Kolkata-bound aircraft
was still on the tarmac. My mind
was full of Caesar and Ganguly.

‘The analogies kept coming. The
pictures of the traitors Just
would not fade. Suddenly, reverie
gave way to reality as a hand
clasped my palm. I could not be-
lieve that Sourav Ganguly’s was
actually in mine. He smiled and
said: “You look very tired. Are
you OK?”

I mumbled: “I just cannot ac-
cept the injustice. I am very dis-
appointed.” The charming smile

came on, “No, you should not
worry so much. These things
happen in one’s life.” I do not re-
member what I answered but we
waved at each other and he went
back to his premier class seat to
join his wife and daughter

This attitude is what makes
Sourav so very different. He has
loads of courage, tons of stami-
na. He knows the values of life.
Most importantly, he is a gen-

uine karma yogi. A man who-can
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Ganguly’s ouster shows that the more BCCI changes, the more it remams the same

laugh at both success and fail-
ure. Whether Sourav will ever
get back the position he deserves
in Indian cricket or not, one as-
pect is certain that the man has
left an indelible impression in
world cricket with his coura-
geous character.

He may not have received his
due recognition in our country
but he has earned plaudits from
knowledgeable men like Sunil
Gavaskar, Richie Benaud, Geoff
Boycott, Kapil Dev, Arjuna
Ranatunga, Wasim Akram, Bri-
an Lara and Steve Waugh among
other distinguished personali-
ties. It is only the petty-minded
people who could never fathom
his greatness. It is their prob-
lem, not his.

Whenever a nation fails to
honour her heroes, that
nation falters. Rome
never could become
the dominant force
since the demise of
Caesar. In India, we
never listened to
Mohandas Gandhi )
once Britain decided -
to depart. Our petty-
minded politicians
thought that the
Mahatma’s contri-
bution was over.
He was side-
tracked to the
extent that the nation was parti-
tioned although he never wanted
India bifurcated. But then shal-
low, ambitious men wanted the
crown and so the entity of India
had to be divided.

Indian cricket is replaying a
similar theatre. The theatre of
politics, abysmally low in taste
and culture. We don’t have the
decency to honour the man un-
der whose reign India registered
the maximum number of victo-
ries in Test cricket. We do not

have the etiquette to salute the
man who led India from the
front at a time when the game
in India was being de-
nounced for its match-fixing
episodes. We have forgotten
that this man is only the
second Indian to have
scored more than
10,000 runs in
ODlIs. How
soon we have
erased from
our mem-

ory

his innumerable centuries
around the world against all op-
position and under varying con-
ditions that contributed to more
than 5000 Test runs to India’s to-
tals.

Unfortunately, Indian cricket
since the BCCI was established
in 1930 (or was it 1929?) has not
progressed one centimetre for-
ward. The same provincial bias
and the communal prejudices,
which were thankfully absent in
the last five years, have been re-

vived. We remember the dis-
graceful treatment meted out to
Lala Amarnath in 1936 because
he fell foul of a petty captain and
a biased manager. We objected to

the ridiculous omission of
Mushtaq Ali in 1945 against Has-
set’s Australian Services team.
We still comment on the injus-
tice to Shute Banerjee, Pad-
makar Shivalkar and Rajinder
Goel. We saw how Vijay Man-
jrekar was dropped just after
scoring a double century in Test

cricket. We felt the pain when
Salim Durani and Mohinder
Amarnath were repeatedly
eased out of Test teams to ac-
commodate players backed by
strong lobbies. We were aghast
when Kapil Dev
was dropped
for a Test
match as

punishment for one single rash
stroke!

Ganguly’s omission is all the
more strange because it defies
logic. The man was selected to
play the second Test. He was in
excellent touch and helped India
to a resounding win with scores
of 40 and 39. Although he was
considered as an all-rounder, he
was not given a single over to
bowl. And the only catch that
came his way, he accepted. More-
over, the coach himself went on

record saying Ganguly was do-
ing everything that was expected
of him and was getting along ex-
tremely well with his team-
mates.

Has Ganguly been deprived
initially of the captaincy and
now a place in the XI because he
was becoming too popular with
the young set of players? Gangu-
ly, if you would remember, is the
person who insisted upon retain-
ing Yuvraj Singh, Harbha-
jan Singh and Viren-
der Sehwag when
they were not doing
too well. Was he not

the person under
whom players from
Punjab, Uttar

N\ Pradesh, Orissa,

Jharkhand, Ker-

ala and Baroda

made their de
but?

These states
had very little
influence in the

4 corridors of the
X BCCI. Under Gan-
> guly, players from
all over the country
-, received their due
worth and played
for the country.
» Could it be that
the influential
quarters of Indi-
an cricket could not swallow the
fact that their own favourite
players were not in the team?

In the last five years, India
have registered the highest num-
ber of victories in Test cricket.
Ganguly handled his forces ad-
mirably.

He extended full respect to all
his senior players like Ten-
dulkar, Dravid, Kumble and Lax-
man. India, apart from winning
Tests and ODIs on a regular ba-
sis at home and abroad, even

Mo
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went on to become the ru’nners-
up in the 2003 World Cup against
all expectations. He conquered
Steve Waugh’s marauding men
who had till then slaughtered all
opponents. He had won a Test se-
ries in Pakistan for the first time
ever by an Indian team.

Ganguly, even at the cost of

his own career, would defend his
players whenever they had any
problems with the umpires or
with the match referees. Like
Gavaskar and Kapil Dev before
him, he was always a players’
captain. Ganguly’s perennial
success and popularity, far from
being admired, became a noose
round his neck

All over India a feeling per-
sisted when Ganguly was at the
helm that this was not merely an
Indian XI, but Team India with
deserving players from all over
the country representing the na-
tion. Unfortunately the sabo-
teurs of Indian cricket could not
quite feel at ease in such an ami-
able, healthy environment. Like
the best of political traitors they
needed to destabilise the coun-
try. And that is exactly what they
have achieved. The Mir Jaffars
of Indian cricket are not con-
cerned with national interest.
For them petty self interest is of
prime importance.

With the end of the Ganguly
era, let us pray that the period of
self-respect does not come to an
end. Every genuine lover of In-
dian cricket fervently hopes that
the future captains of India
would follow the example of
Ganguly and not allow them-
selves to be commanded by oth-
ers, not even by the support sys-
tem of coaches, selectors and ad-
ministrators.

We should be thankful that we
had a man like Sourav Ganguly
who had a mind of his own and
would not be dictated to. Julius
Caesar and Mohandas Gandhi
belonged to the same ilk.
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-KOLKATA, Dec. 15.
Tollywood cinestars today -
threw their weight behind
Sourav Ganguly and protest-
ed his dismissal from the
Indian cricket team.

Film stars led by Soumitra
Chattopadhyay today organ-
ised a protest meet in
Technicians  Studio-I in
Tollygunge. Their anger was
mostly afimed at selection
committee chairman, Mr
Kiran More. They fumed at
his reported comment that the
former captain had been
dropped for the future benefit
of the team.

- Mr Chattopadhyay said:
“Cricket officials and team

" selection members are recent-
ly committing grave injus-
tices against Sourav. We ral-
lied behind him when he was
dropped from the one-day
w#gam. He has every ability to
o ,glay well for the Indian crick-
o1 team.”
" "They believe ~the issue
--mieeds to be raised on the floor
. of Parliament to save the
-game from murky politics. “If
~ Dravid or Sachin would have
been dropped. in a similar
way, MPs from their respec-
tive states would have
demanded discussion in
“ Parliament. The entire matter
-of denying him a place in the

llywood
Jstands .
‘by Sourav

quad before the third test
match against Sri Lanka
points towards conspiracy.
We have requested Mr
Amitava Nandi and Mr Sujan
Chakraborty to take up the
issue in Parliament,” said
Biplab Chattopadhyay.

But are their voices reach-
ing the ears of selectors and
office-bearers at the far-off
BCCI office? “Absolutely.
But they are laughing as
usual. They will never be able
to rise above petty politics in
sports,” said Mr
Chattopadhyay.

Like Kapil Dev, most of
film personalities also believe
the former captain would
now just clam up. “In the
meantime, he. should relax
and spend time with the fam-
ily. We will do the protesting
for- him. Former cricketers
' from-all corners of the coun-
try have come forward in
Sourav’s fdvour,” said an
actor. _

The team management’s
reported plans to reserve
Sourav at no. 13 also came up
during the  discussion.
“Who’s More to decide?
What is his track record as a
cricketer? When all selectors
were replaced, he retained his
post by switching sides. He is
unfit for the selection com-
mittee chairman’s post,” a
film star thundered, echoing
the voices of his colleagues. Y,
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% -"Pawar ‘shocked’,
Vericketers outraged“

SHEAFAMEW DELHL Dec. 15. -~
Sourav Ganguly may have lost the confi-
dence of the Indian selectors, coach and
skipper, but the cricketing fraternity today
- unlike when he was sacked as skipper
and dropped from the ODI team after a
prolonged slump in form — was vociferous
in criticising the decision to drop him from
the Test team despite doing the job expect-
ed of him in both innings of the Delhi Test.

The Board of Control for Cricket in In-
dia president chief, Mr Sharad Pawar, him-
self reportedly expressed “shock and sur-
prise” at the selectors’ decision, according
to Mr IS Bindra, former BCCI chief, who
said he spoke to the Union minister. “He
told me that he got to know of the decision
when he saw it on television and even asked
whether the selection committee needed to
have informed him of their decision. He
may speak to the selectors,” Mr Bindra
said. Denying any BCCI hand in the deci-
sion to drop Ganguly, Mr Pawar had said
earlier that it was the selectors’ call.

Support also came Ganguly’s way from
the world of arts and politics — veteran
actor Soumitra Chatterjee held a Press
conference to announce his disgust with
the decision while CPI leader Mr
Gurudas Dasgupta shot off a letter of
protest to Mr Pawar urging him to “pro-
tect Indian cricket from politics”. Also
today, Ganguly’s fans organised protests
in Kolkata throwing traffic out of gear in
many parts of the city.

But for Ganguly, the most heartening
support came from his peers. The hero of
India’s- World Cup victory, Mohinder
Amarnath, said Ganguly should not have
been “humiliated” in this way and went to
the extent of calling for the introduction
of a new selection format to ensure that
the panel functioned properly. “You
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don’t disgrace a senior player like this.
Things will change only with a smaller
selection panel apd no honorary .jobs.
Setectors sho#id b m%ﬁﬁed
people take up the _]Ob. Former India
skipper and chairman of selectors, Mr
Chandu Borde, said: “This is not the way
to treat a person who has done so much
for the country as captain and player. In
the first instance they recalled him into
the team after he forced his way in
through his performance in domestic
cricket and they have dumped him
despite his good performance in the
Delhi Test. This is not done.” Madan Lal
added: “He should have been allowed to
play in the third Test.” Former India cap-
tain Dilip Vengsarkar also failed to see
any logic behind dropping Ganguly: “1
don’t understand why he has been drop-
ped. He scored runs in both the innings
(of the Delhi Test). I guess the reasons
are other than cricket.” Former national
coach Sandeep Patil empathised with
Ganguly. “It’s a bold and at the same
time tough decision that has been taken
by the selection committee. Like in life.
you have to go forward in cricket too. But
I feel sorry for Sourav. It would have
been better had the chairman of selectors
(Mr Kiran More) said much more on why
such a decision was taken involving a
senior cricketer who had performed well.
If they talk about the future, then why do
the rules apply to only one person and
not to others like Laxman and even
Virender Sehwag who fails consistently.
You can’t have two sets of rules.”

In fact, Ganguly spent 348 minutes at the
crease during the second Test, scoring 40
and 39 runs, and his contribution was ac-
knowledged by Rahul Dravid in the post-
match Press conference. But the buzz per-
sists that the crucial input that went into the
decision came from the team management.

| Editorial: Sad, predictable, page 6



"ot go Aumpens for Ganguly, . § -

AFEW Weels\:\go, we had written an ed-
itorial claimihg how the whole Sourav
Ganguly episode was unnecessarily
§h0wcasing an ugly side of Bengali chau-
inism. At that time, the issue of Gangu-
y being dropped from the team led to
charges from Calcutta that the rest of In-
dia, if not the cosmos, was ganging up
against all Bengalis by using the former
Indian captain as an example. Now, with
Maharaj’s name being dropped for the
third Test against Sri Lanka, another vol-
ley of outrage has erupted. Outrage by it-
self is vaguely understandable. The sta-
tistics-minded and those whose present
and future lie in the ‘glorious past’ can,
indeed, trot up a defence as to why
Sourav Ganguly should not only be in the
team, but lead the team till Indian crick-
et dies out — or Ganguly gracefully ac-
cepts reality, whichever comes first.
But this time round, fans (a word that
is derived, incidentally, from ‘fanatics’)
haven't stopped at burning effigies that

only the Bengali imagination can see re-
sembling Indian selectors. They have
also pushed up the gear a notch or two by
agitating — with trains in 24 Parganas in
West Bengal reportedly being stopped by
irate Sourav maniacs.

One would have thought that West Ben-
gal, last heard to be part of the nation,
would have been happy on hearing that
India had gone one up on the Lankans. It
is understandable that the loss of Gangu-
ly in the team is a disappointment. But
does that mean Navjot Singh Sidhu, who
believes Sourav Ganguly has been be-
trayed in Indian cricket’s Garden of
Gethsemane, is right in announcing on
TV that if ‘the people’ launch a big and
loud enough agitation, the selectors will
have no option but to bring back Dada?
One hopes not. Because — or hasn’t any
Bengali noticed it yet? — there has never
been a Bengali prime minister of India.
Now, why has Pranab Mukherjee been
sitting in the corner all these years?
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NEW DELH\ India complgied a
comprehensive 188-run victory
over Sri Lanka on the final day of
the second Videocon Cup Test at
the Ferozeshah Kotla here on
Wednesday afternoon to take a
1-0 lead in the three-Test series.
The BCCI selectors who met
captain Rahul Dravid and coach
Greg Chappell after the match
named Dravid captain for next
year’s tour of Pakistan and the
series against England. They al-
so dropped the former skipper
Sourav Ganguly from the squad
for the third Test against Sri
Lanka. Mumbai opener Wasim
Jaffer earns a recall to the side.
Going into the fifth day, India

required five wickets to score |

their its sixth consecutive win at
this ground, while the visitors
needed to bat out three sessions
for a draw. Sri Lanka’s Mahela
Jayawardene resisted till after

lunch with a patient 67 (206m, |

164b, 7x4), the joint top score
with skipper Marvan Atapattu.
Anil Kumble, who took four sec-
ond innings wickets to end with
match figures of ten for 157, was
declared the Man of the Match.
Squad for third Test: Rahul Dra-
vid (capt), Virender Sehwag,
Gautam Gambhir, Wasim Jaffer,
Sachin Tendulkar, V.V.S. Lax-
man, Yuvraj Singh, Mohammad
Kaif, M.S. Dhoni, Ajit Agarkar,
Irfan Pathan, Anil Kumble,

Harbhajan Singh, R.P. Smgh

Murali Kartik.

THE HINCU



Ganguly dropped for third Tes
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“." Dravid Retained As Captain For Pak, E%iand Series

New Delhi: The national cricket selectors
on Wednesday dropped Sourav Ganguly
from the Indian squad for the Third test
against Sri Lanka, throwing the deposed

captain’s career in the longer version of the

game into jeopardy.

Ganguly, who was earlier not only stripped
of the captaincy but was also omitted from
the One-day squad for the series against Sri
Lanka and South Africa, finds himself in the
cold yet again with the selectors recalling
Mumbai opener Wasim Jaffer in the 15-mem-

ber squad which otherwise remains un- -

changed. The selectors also decided to retain
Rahul Dravid as the captain for the upcom-
ing series against Pakistan and England
which means the Karnataka batsman will be
in the hot seat till the end of March.
Chairman of the selection committee, Ki-
ran More said “looking at future” was the
reason behind appointing Dravid as captain
for the rest of the season and picking Yuvraj
Singh while leaving out the experienced
Ganguly. “The situation is that I don’t want
Ganguly at number six. We want Yuvraj to
play there. He has done well, and we don’t
want to have Sourav in the team and put him

« o TFC

in the reserve,” More told reporters after the
selection meeting.

“What we felt was that Yuvraj is in good
form and we are looking at future. We want
to give him more chance and prepare him

that | don’t w
Ganguly at

for Pakistan and England,” he said.

The decision to sack Ganguly came came
shortly after India’s 188-run win in the sec-
ond Test at the Feroze Shah Kotla here. Al-
though the selectors generally retain the
winning combination, they surprisingly
chose to omit the Bengal left hander who
scored 40 and 39 in the match. India are to
visit Pakistan in January-February for
three Tests and five One-day internationals.
They immediately host England from late
February in three Tests and seven ODIs.

Ganguly had been in direct contention
with Yuvraj for the middle order slot. Yuvraj
got an opportunity to play in Kotla only be-
cause Virender Sehwag fell ill and im-
pressed the selectors with an unbeaten 77.
More said the decision did not mean that
“the doors are closed on Ganguly” but they
went ahead with a player who has been con-
sistently doing well and would serve the
team in the years to come.

“We have a player (Yuvraj) who is doing
better. It is not fair to drop him. We want to
give opportunity to a player who can go on
for six years or more,” the former India
stumper said. agencies



SOURAV GOES

LOKENDRA PRATAP SAHI

Calcutta, Dec.14: Not ma-
ny seasons ago, there were
quite a few (national
selectors included) who
pilloried Sourav Ganguly
for “promoting” Yuvraj
Singh.

Apparently, the former
Team India captain would in-
sist that the allrounder sim-
ply had to be in the squad.

More recently, in Zimbab-
we, Sourav preferred Yuvraj to
Mohammed Kaif despite
coach Greg Chappell placing
both on a par ahead of the Test
series,

This afternoon, Sourav hi-
mself got dropped as the selec-
tors — plus, significantly, cap-
tain Rahul Dravid and Chapp-
ell—decided that the No. 6 slot
in the third and final Test ag-
ainst Sri Lanka (Motera, from
Sunday) would go to Yuvraj.

Supreme irony, did some-
one say? Of course, it doesn’t
end there.

Earlier this season, the se-
lectors kept Sourav out of the
ODIs arguing that experience
notwithstanding, a “winning
combination” wouldn’t be dis-
turbed simply to accommo-
date him.

A winning combination —
India won the Kotla Test by a
massive 188 runs, ensuring the
three-Test series can’t be lost
—hasbeen disturbed, but only
to drop Sourav!

Change in standards?

If chief selector Kiran
More is to be believed, some-
body with Sourav’s experience
(86 Tests and 5,150 runs) could-
n’t be retained in the 15, but ex-
cluded from the 11.

Such concern is laudat.“e.

Sourav, however, hasn't
been replaced by a middle-
order batsman (or, even an all-

ARMAN
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Who scored what?
#Sachin Tendulkar 125
#V.V.S Laxman 80
®Sourav Ganguly 79
®Rahul Dravid 77
®Yuvraj Singh 77
®Gautam Gambhir 5

frfan Pathan was the second
highest scorer with 93 runs but
has not been included in this list
of only batsmen whose scores
in the two innings have been
added to arrive at the total.

Question: How can
Gambhir stay on and
Sourav be dropped?

Question: How does Ajit
Agarkar, with two wickets at

42.5 apiece, find a place?

Question: How can Wasim
Jafter, with average of 20.07
in seven Tests, make the
team in place of Sourav?

rounder). Instead, Mumbai
opener Wasim Jaffer has been
recalled after three years.

Logically, Jaffer should
have come in for the out-of-
form Gautam Gambhir, who
managed no more than five
runs in the first two Tests.

The accountability factor,
quite clearly, doesn’t come into
play for everybody.-.

At the Kotla, Sourav scored
40 and 39. Neither was a great
innings, but definitely con-
tributed to the larger cause.

In fact, his 121-run partner-
ship with Sachin Tendulkar in
the first innings was the high-
est (on either side) in the Test.

In innings No. 2, Sourav
and Yuvraj stitched together
81. Those runs came at a
critical period and gave Ma-
heridra Singh Dhoni the
freedom to explode in his

inimitable manner. "

The selectors’
may have far-reaching conse-
quences.

For one, Sourav is now in
doubt (if not ruled out entire-
1y) for the three-Test series in
Pakistan and, second, there’sa
question mark over whether
he will retain category A when
fresh contracts are offered
later this month.

“If the Test squad for Pak-
istan has 16 players, then So-
urav does have a good chance
of making a comeback,” a top
source told The Telegraph
late tonight.

Nothing can be guaranteed
as an extra berth may go to a
bowler or a second wicket-
keeper.

According to sources, the
decision to drop Sourav was
taken before the selectors ac-
tually sat down with Chappell
and Dravid.

“Obviously, informal dis-
cussions preceded the meeting
and there was no debate over
Sourav... The decision was ab-
solutely unanimous,” in-
formed somebody who was
present behind closed doors.

Sourav, one understands,
learnt of his exclusion from
Dravid and Chappell. He did-
n’treact.

India’s most successful ca-
ptain didn’t have anything for
the media either. Reached for a
comment on his cellphone, he
said: “I have no reaction.”
Asked whether he’d thought
about the future, Sourav
replied: “I haven’t.... Let me
return home tonight.”

He did, but didn’t say a

word.
Footnote: Having departed
from convention two months
ago, the selectors have retai-
ned Dravid as captain till next
April. (See Sport)
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FIRST, RAHUL

DRAVID SAYS...

He (Sourav)

played well...

Sourav and

Yuvraj played

a crucial
partnership

PROTEGE IN, MENTOR OUT

Yuvraj Singh ang
tat the Kotla o
icture by P

THEN KIRAN
MORE ANNOUNCES

We didn’t want

o because Yuvraj

¥ will play there.

{ We are looking
at the future

Ganguly at No. 6,

WHY?

W\/ W)

D1splay of

poor timing

ASTAFFREPORTER

Calcutta, Dec. 14: Greg Chap-
pell was a sweet timer as a
batsman — Rahul Dravid isn’t
too bad either —but their part-
nership may not have got the
timing right.

Few will believe Sourav
Ganguly was dropped by the
selectors. True or not, every-
one will see Kiran More, the
chief selector, as merely the
announcer of the decision
taken by Chappell and Dravid.

It hasn’t proved to be a pop-
ular decision, though Chap-
pell might arguehe isnotina
popularity contest.

The average cricket fan is
looking at it as an unfair deci-
sion, if SMS polls conducted
by TV channels are an indica-
tion. In a STAR News poll,
with over 11,000 responses, 80
per cent felt it was a wrong
decision.

In Bengal, effigies were
burnt and there was a rail-
track blockade for about 10
minutes.

More than that, respected
former cricketers also see it as
unjustified. Legendary off-
spinner Erapalli Prasanna
told a news agency: “Dropping
him from the third Test defies
logic.”

But he made another point
that shows the cricket estab-
lishment in poor light. “I feel
history has repeated itself.
This is the manner in which
we have been treating our he-

roes. And this is one more
such case.”

Although Sourav is 33 and
possibly has some years of
cricket left in him, having
been first dropped from the
one-day team and now from
the Test squad, it will be hard
to make a comeback in the up-
coming Pakistan series and
the one later against England.

V.V.S. Laxman and Yuvraj
Singh will have to play really
badly for More to eat his words
that “we have a strong middle
order” and bring Sourav back.
Both have been in and out of
the team and could flop again,
but by the time that happens, if
at all, Sourav won't be getting
any younger, age being the
biggest argument held out
against him.

It’s hard to believe Chap-
pell and Dravid, and the selec-
tors, were not aware of the
possibility that Sourav might
not make it to the team again.

Assuming that they did,
could they-have conducted
themselves differently?

Prasanna thought so.
“They should have given him
the opportunity to call it a day.
This is the least he deserved.”

Returning to the question
of bad timing, Chappell,
Dravid and the selectors might
have avoided the criticism by
choosing a moment to drop
hin:.when he didn’t have runs
on _ie board.

That leads to the question:
were they in a hurry?




Ecstasy & agony: India

wins, Soura
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v dropped

LONELY WALK: Sourav Ganguly on the field during the second India-Sri Lanka Test match at Feroze

Shah Kotla on Wednesday. — PT! (Match report on page 12)

EloraSen in Kolkata

Dec. 14. - India completed the formalities
today, cruising to victory over Sri Lanka at the
Feroze Shah Kotla. But then came the
bombshell — Sourav Ganguly dropped for the
third and final Test at Ahmedabad against Sri
Lanka. Mr Kiran More, chairman of selectors,
hinted that Ganguly was kept out to give
younger ptayers a chance keeping in mind the
forthcoming series against Pakistan and
England. Ganguly’s one-day career is already
widely reckoned to be over given the em-
phasis on building a team for the 2007 World
Cup. Now, the death knell seems to have
been sounded for the Prince of Kolkata’s
international career as far as the authorities
are concerned. Yet, those close to Ganguly
said he would not give up hope just yet and
would most fikely continue to prove his mettle
in the domestic circuit.

It is true that the veteran has been battling a
prolonged slump in form. But after having lost
the captaincy and his ODI berth, he seemed
determined to make a mark in the ongoing

e %

Test series. With most of the Chennai match
being washed out, interest was centred on the
second Test in Delhi and here, even his -
sharpest critics would not be able to say he
failed. His diligently crafted scores of 40 and
39 may not have set the stands afire but both
innings came at a time when india had lost
quick wickets and he played the sheet-anchor
role enabling the team to consolidate. Mr
More gave as one reason for Ganguly being
dropped that the younger “Yuvraj Singh...
(who) had a good match” would be accommo-
dated in the playing Xl for the next Test and it
would therefore “not be right” to pick Ganguly
only for him to be relegated to the reserves.
But Yuvraj looked much less comfortable than
Ganguly at the Kotla. While the stamp on the
decision is that of Five Wise Men aka selec-
tors, BCCI sources said that the “team
management’s inputs” (read coach Mr Greg
Chappell, captain Rahul Dravid and some
senior players) were vital. And they obviously
no longer see a place for him in the team.
They seem more comfortable when he is not
around, is the buzz.

B See SOURAV: page 11
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(Continued from pa, 'e(u

In CHennai, when {h% \x'as
stripped of his captaincy
but retained in the Test
squad as an “all-rounder”,
the grapevine had it that
Dravid and some senior
players were not exactly
over the moon, but then
this is at best speculation.
Since then, though, the
BCCI has undergone a
change in regime and the
selection committee has
seen changes too.
Questions, though, are
being raised as to why
Wasim Jaffer, an opener,
was brought in to replace
Ganguly if it was Gautam
Gambhir’s performance
that has not been up to the
mark. So, was Ganguly’s
exclusion a reflection of
the rather acrimonious

* BCCI politics? “I really

don’t know, but that will
be sad. All I can say is jus-
tice has not been done to
Ganguly,” Mr Jagmohan
Dalmiya, former BCCI
president, said. “He
played two good innings
and then he was dropped
and an opener was taken
in. This is unfortunate,” he
added.
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Pawar lobbies out Sourav

Mumbai opener takes place
of Dalmiya’s hometown pr

The situatjon is we
don’t want Sourav at
number six. We want
Yuvraj to play there.

- Riran More

| hope this has nothing
to do with board poli-
tics; if it does, then
these are really dark
days for Indian cricket

-~ Jagmohan Dalmiva

A

Even if he had scoreda
century, he would have
been dropped. He is a
victim of board politics
— Asok Bhattacharys
I'l go back and play
domestic cricket and
try to fight my way
back into the team

Sosriy Sanpudy

PRADEEP Magazine k
New Delhi, December 14

CALL IT irony or the politics
of cricket. Immediately after
Rahul Dravid named Sourav
Ganguly, among others, as one
of the contributors in India’s
victory over Sri Lanka on
Wednesday, the selectors an-
nounced Sourav’s removal
from the team.

They also announced
Dravid as captain for next
month’s tour of Pakistan and
for the subsequent home se-
ries against England. An hon-
our that Dravid deserves, giv-
en the imaginative and profes-
sional manner in which he has
handled the side, especially in
the aftermath of the Greg
Chappell-Sourav spat that was
threatening to divide the team.

On the same dais from
where Dravid and Anil Kum-
ble addressed the press sat
chairman of the selection
committee Kiran More and
BCCl secretary Niranjan Shah
— both Sharad Pawar men.

More’s justification for re-
placing Sourav with Wasim
Jaffer: “What we are consider-
ing is the opening slot. Our
middle order is strong... The
situation is we don’'t want
Sourav at number six. We want
Yuvraj to play there. We don’t
want to have Sourav in the
team and put him in reserve.”

Though it is now almost im-
possible for Sourav to make,a
comeback, he has not given up.
“I’ll go back and play domestic
cricket and try to fight my way
back into the team,” he said.

It is a sad reflection on Indi-
an cricket that when Jaffer’s
name was announced, the first
thing that struck most was that
he is from Mumbai —the city
where Pawar belongs — while
Sourav is from Jagmohan
Dalmiya’s city. The immensely
talented Jaffer would hate to be

OEC 2005

seen as soqune who is not
there by his own right.

When a journalist asked
whether the decision was
based on vendetta, both More
and Shah got upset. Their reac-
tion: “Don’t attribute it to such
motives; this is not fair.” More
and Shah walked out in a huff.

Against the backdrop of
Sourav’s return for the first
two Tests and the subsequent
removal of three selectors
who were Dalmiya’s men, the
obvious inference to draw
would be that the new selec-
tion committee — all Pawar’s
men — had evened the score.

“I hope this has nothing to
do with board politics; if it
does, then these are really dark
days for Indian cricket,”
Dalmiya said. “Sourav being
dropped at this juncture is
quite unfortunate. Given the
kind of cricket he was playing,
this appears to be an injustice.”

Going by cold, cricketing
logic the return of Jaffer
makes sense — the new ruler
of Indian cricket, Greg Chap-
pell, had wanted a pool of
openers for the tour of Pak-
istan. That Yuvraj Singh is a
special talent and deserves to
play in the XI and that Mo-
hammed Kaif cannot be kept
waiting for eternity also mean
Sourav’s place was tenuous.

But if this was the line of
thinking, why had Sourav been
brought back in the first place?

And he may not have made

‘huge scores at the Kotla, but

his contribution to victory
was not mean. His partner-
ships with Sachin Tendulkar
in the first innings and with
Yuvraj in the second came at
crucial stages.

Sourav surely deserved an-

other chance. That he was not
given one raises a question
mark over the way the BCCI
and the selectors function.
Full coverage on Page 7
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Dona and Sana Ganguly were at the Kolkata airport to receive a dejected Sourav on Wednesday.
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Ganquly qets the nod for Paklstan tour
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