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Pawar elected BCCI president

Ranbir Singh Mahendra loses election 20-11 despite using chairman’s vote

o

WRESTS POWER: A jubilant Union Minister Sharad Pawar after being elected president of the Board of Control for Cricket in India, in Kolkata on
Tuesday. The former Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister, Farooq Abdullah (left), joins in the celebration. - PHOTO: ARUNANGSU ROY CHOWDHURY

G.Viswanath

KOLKATA: Union Agriculture
Minister and Mumbai Cricket
Association (MCA) president
Sharad Pawar was elected presi-
dent of the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) for
2005-06 at its 76th Annual Gen-
eral Meeting (adjourned) here
on Tuesday.

Mr. Pawar polled 20 votes,
two-thirds of the 30-member
Board. Incumbent president
Ranbir Singh Mahendra re-
ceived the support of 10 mem-
bers. Mr. Mahendra used the
chairman’s vote, which made the
final result 20-11.

The Pawar supporters — Ni-
ranjan Shah (Saurashtra), M.P.
Pandove (Punjab) and N. Srini-
vasan (Tamil Nadu) — were
elected secretary, joint secretary

and treasurer respectively. They
polled 18 votes each, five more
than Goutham Dasgupta (Ben-
gal), Brijesh Patel (Karnataka)

and Jyoti Bajpai (Uttar
Pradesh).
“Two extra votes”

A Pawar group spokesman
said that he received support
from Tamil Nadu, Hyderabad,
Andhra, Goa (South Zone),
Mumbai, Cricket Club of India,
Baroda, Maharashtra, Saurash-
tra (West), Rajasthan, Vidarbha,
Railways, Madhya Pradesh
(Central), Punjab, Jammu and
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh,
All-India Universities, Services
(North), and Assam and Tripura
(East). “Eighteen was our base
figure, and Mr. Pawar got two
extra votes from Andhra and
Tripura,” he said.

After the Supreme Court-ap-
pointed observer, the former
Chief Election Commissioner,
Mr. T.S. Krishnamurthy, com-
pleted the election process, Mr.
Pawar said: “I had expressed
confidence yesterday that the
election would be cond actedin a
smooth and fair manner. The Su-
preme Court observer, Mr.
Krishnamurthy, had taken pains
and cleared the way for smooth
elections. I am grateful to the
majority of members who have
supported me. The BCCI will fo-
cus on generating interest in
cricket among the youth of the
country and also on the devel-
opment of infrastructure. I hope
1 will get full cooperation from
Ranbir Singh.”

In the 2004 election, Mr. Pa-
war received the support of 15
members but lost to Mr. Mahen-

draby asingle vote, thanks to the
board’s constitutional provision
that allowed the then president,
Jagmohan Dalmiya, to cast two
votes — one as chairman of the
AGM and the casting vote to
break the deadlock.

Mustering adequate support,
Mr. Pawar came to the 76th
AGM in Kolkata in September,
but following litigation the “war-
ring parties,” as the Calcutta
High Court put it, agreed to put
off the election.

Guidelines framed

In between, the two parties
agreed to the nomination of Mr.
Krishnamurthy as observer. In
the absence of election rules, Mr.
Krishnamurthy framed the gui-
delines, provided time to mem-
bers to make representations
and identified genuine mem-

bers. Even at the eleventh hour,
he received representations
from groups belonging to the Hi-
machal Pradesh Cricket Associ-
ation, Bihar (two units), the
Uttar Pradesh Cricket Associ-
ation and Pondicherry, and even
allowed them to vote. These
have been kept in sealed
envelopes.

A veteran BCCI administra-
tor, Mr. Mahendra was elected
president in September 2004,
but could not function for four
months due to technical reasons.

He is the first president in
many years not to have got a sec-
ond term. An accurate interpre-
tation, by Mr. Krishnamurthy, of
the relevant clause in the BCCI
constitution on the principle of
rotation made it easy for Mr. Pa-
war to represent the MCA and
contest for BCCI presidentship.
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Kolkata: Union minister and Ma-
harashtra Cricket Association
chief Sharad Pawar was elected
the new president of the Board of
Control for Cricket in India at a
high-voltage AGM of the cash-
rich sports body here on Tuesday.

Pawar defeated incumbent and
Jagmohan Dalmiya-backed Ran-
bir $ingh Mahendra by a 20-11
margin. “As I said yesterday, we
were confident of victory and the
entire election procedure,” a
beaming Pawar said on emerging
from the AGM. “The supreme
court had appointed Krishna-
murthy, who has the experience of
conducting elections in the coun-
try, to conduct the BCCI elections.
Under his leadership, the process
of election was completed. I'm
grateful to all those who support-
ed me and my team. I also expect
full cooperation from Mahendra,
the outgoing president,” Pawar
said.

As for his plans, he said priori-
ty would be given to building ba-
sic infrastructure for cricket
across the country. “I'm sure our
collective efforts will help give
justice to young, budding players
and the cricket-loving people of
the country,” he said, adding that
he would ensure transparency
and professionalism in the BCCY’s
working.

The Pawar faction effected a
clean sweep, winning all the other
top posts which were up for grabs
by an identical 18-13 margin. Ni-
ranjan Shah defeated Gautam
Dasgupta for the secretary’s post,
M P Pandov became the new joint
secretary humbling Brijesh Patel
and N Srinivasan was elected the
new treasurer after his victory
against Jyoti Bajpai.

The script unfolded on expect-
ed lines as the Pawar "group,
which appeared to have plotted
the downfall of the Dalmiya fac-
tion meticulously, had already is-

R
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Former J&K CM Farooq Abdullah
congratulates Pawar on his win

sued a signed list of supporters
who had pledged to back him in
the power struggle. It was the
heaviest-defeat ever for the
shrewd Dalmiya who has been
masterminding BCCI elections
for long. The fact that the blow
was dealt in his home town made
it all the more bitter for him.

Asked if Dalmiya’s setback
could affect Sourav Ganguly’s fu-
ture, Shah said, “Ganguly’s case
will be decided by the selection
committee. It does not mean that
he will ignored just because
Pawar holds the reins.”

Among the pressing tasks be-
fore the new regime would be to
take a decision on the contentious
telecast rights issues for cricket
matches to be played in India in
the next four years and the finali-
sation of itineraries for the series
against Pakistan and England.
Also, contracts for players ds well
as sponsors for the Indian team
will have to be finalised.

The AGM had been scheduled to
be held in September-end but had
to be adjourned sine die amid legal
wranglings and mud-slinging
among the rival factions. agencies

SC observer
blamed for
drubbing

Kolkata: Former BCCI chief Jag-
mohan Dalmiya on Tuesday ex-
pressed dismay over the role
played by the supreme court-ap-
pointed observer T S§ Krishna-
murthy during the BCCI elec-
tions.

“It was not a debacle for us. One
of our genuine voters was asked
to sit out
while a com-
plete stranger
who had noth-
ing to do with
cricket was al-
lowed to vote.
The observer
was there to
ensure that
the elections were held properly.
But surprisingly, he started giv-
ing affiliations,” he said.

He also hinted that his group
would place their point of view in
the SC when the case comes up for
hearing on December 12. Dalmiya
said at best the verdict could have
been 16-15 in favour of Pawar.

Asked if there was any political
pressure in favour of the Pawar
group, he said, “I do not want to
go into this. But if a politician
contests for a post in a sports
body, it is always bound to make
some difference. If you want to in-
volve politicians in cricket af-
fairs, then it’s better to nation-
alise BCCL.” He, however, said he
accepted the verdict and would
extend support to Pawar. “My
good wishes are with them and if
they require my support in run-
ning the BCCI, I always be there,”
he said. Agercies
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A{ALMIYA RECOVERS SOME GROUND

Pawar turns

LA ’1%

<-on power

Fence-sitters 4
: Assam Cricket Assomatmn‘
. Himachal Pradesh Cricket Association
Mathya Pradesh Cricket Association
~ . Services Sports Control Board -

Nov. 28. — What’s the
score? The oft-repeated
question in the lobby of a

five-star hotel in Kolkata

today did not really refer to
the India-South Africa
match at the Wankhede
stadium, but to the number
game that is becoming so
crucial in the Board of
Control for Cricket in India
elections. Especially, as the
polls are shaping up to be
another humdinger.

The elections will be the
first item on the agenda of
the annual general meeting
of the board to be held here
tomorrow. And though
Union minister Mr Sharad
Pawar seems ahead in the
race for BCCI president
this time around, the night
before the reconvened 76th
AGM — the one held in
September was adjourned
amidst a plethora of court
cases — had the ruling Jag-
mohan Dalmiya camp clai-
ming to have made up lost
ground. Earlier in the day,
the Supreme Court-appoi-
nted observer, Mr TS Kiri-
shnamurthy (former Chief
Election Commissioner),
released a list of authorised
representatives of the affili-
ate units and agreed to
allow the BCCI president
to vote by virtue of being
the chairman of the AGM.
He also gave the right to
vote to the Jharkhand State

For Dalmiya camp W 12

Jharkhand Cricket Association
Cricket Assogiation of Bengal
Dethi and District Association
Gujarat Cricket Association
Haryana Cricket Assotiation
Karnataka State Cricket
Association

Kerala Cricket Assaclatwn
National Cricket Club
Orissa Cricket Association
Tripura Cricket Association
Uttar Pradesh Cricket
Assogiation

The chairman af the AGM {the BL’C‘/

president] gets to vote and he also
has a casting vote in case of a the.

Cricket Association at the
expense of Bihar and both
these decisions will swell
the ranks of the Dalmiya
camp which had looked a
tad depleted over the past
few days. Representatives
of the cricket associgtions
of Uttar Pradesh, Delhi,
Himachal Pradesh and
National Cricket Club too
have been cleared to vote
tomorrow, and three of
them are reportedly with
Mr Dalmiya’s candidate for

.BCCI president, Mr Ran-

bir Singh Mahendra. There
was speculation that atte-
mpts would be made to qu-
eer the pitch for the
Himachal representative

Cricket Club of India

| Goa Cricket Assaciatmn

Hyderahad Cricket Association
Jammy and Kashmir Ericket
Association

Maharashtra Crickst Association
Punjab Cricket Association
Railway Sports Control Board
Rajasthan Cricket Assaciation
Saurashtra Cricket Association
Tamil Nadu Cricket Association

Vidarbha Cricket Association

by the ruling faction as he
could end up voting for Mr
Pawar. Earlier, objections
had been raised by the Pa-
war camp about the NCC
and the Delhi and District
Cricket Association being
allowed to vote as the two
bodies had not held gener-
al elections for years.

Mr Krishnamurthy said
he was “surprised” at the
level of factionalism within
the BCCL He added that
while the EC had success-
fully conducted elections
countrywide in 800,000
polling booths, “there are
multiple factions for such a
small poll (in the BCCI)”.

H See BCCI: page 11
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Dalmiya *"
faces iggest
test yet

ATREYO Mukhopadhyay
Kolkata, November 28

IT°S NOT that Jagmohan Dalmiya
is contesting for any of the four
posts going to polls at the BCCI’s
AGM on Tuesday. But in every re-
spect, it’s all about him.

The master negotiator — ma-
nipulator in the eyes of critics —
is facing the toughest challenge of
his life to retain his stature as a
heavyweight in a cricket board,
which is the richest in the world
largely due to his efforts.

The 65-year-old has also antago-
nised many over the years, who are
now trying to get rid of him. The
challengers almost toppled him
last year, before his casting vote as
outgoing president separated R.S.
Mahendra and Sharad Pawar.

Evidence of Dalmiya’s tactical
prowess was in full view on Mon-
day as he ensured Pawar faces the
same playing conditions by over-
turning the Supreme Court-ap-
pointed observer’s order that the
ruling president can’t vote. As a
bonus, Jharkhand came back in
frame in place of Bihar, while Del-
hi, National Cricket Club and Ut-
tar Pradesh all came out clean in
the eyes of the third umpire.

The only blotch was his inabili-
ty to defend Himachal’'s Anurag
Thakur, who lost his voting right
to Rajendra Zar, whom the rival
group slipped in to ensure that it
wrested at least one vote from the
ruling group. Thakur was still
fighting nis case.
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But that’'s where the ruling
group’s success story ended, at
least till a few hours before the
elections. It failed to stall Tamil
Nadu (a Pawar player) from cast-
ing the vote by getting Pondicherry
to move Supreme Court.

Long before Pawar landed in
Kolkata at night, his strategists
had been keeping Dalmiya busy
trying to save his own votes, irre-
spective of the changes in observer
T.S. Krishnamurthy’s wishlist.

Though Dalmiya used his expe-
rience to ensure that Krishna-
murthy shifted from his earlier
stand, the challengers were having
a quiet laugh, saying they hadn’t
expected any of these votes and
that Himachal was a bonus. “They
ended up spending some time and
thought to protect them,” said a

member of the rival group.

Proof of the pressure on the
ruling group came with Mahen-
dra having to step down as
Haryana's representative (Arvind
Chowdhary steps in) because no
other association from North
Zonne was willing to second his
candidature after Delhi proposed
his name. But they are not giving
up. “We won’t stick out our necks
and say that we have above 20
votes (out of 31). What we have is
enough,” said an official.

The Pawar faction, on the other
hand, claimed that members from
16 units had proposed and second-
ed its candidates for the four posts.
“We are thinking of 19,” said a
member, before news came in that
Thakur’s case was being reheard.

Pawar had got 15 of the 30 votes

‘ T
Sharad Pawar and Dilip Vengsarkar (above) watch the fifth ODI at the Wankhede. Having seen India win the match
and level the series with South Africa, Pawar headed for Kolkata for his match against Jagmohan Dalmiya (right).

last year with the Maharashtra
representative being disqualified.
This time, Maharashtra is in and
backing Pawar, while the change
of guard in Rajasthan has also
boosted his chances.

These figures tell a tale and the
buzz at the hotel chosen by the ri-
vals appears to be louder than the
one where the ruling group mem-
bers are camping. With lesser mor-
tals confronting a superpower like
Pawar on a level field, drawing a
conclusion could have been easy.

But with Dalmiya around, doing
that can be fatal. The grandmaster
of cricket politics still has to show
he has enough up his sleeve to save
this game. if he survives this, He
will probably have the luxury to
choose his retirement day. If he
doesn’t, an era will end.

RULES 31 votes,

LAST-DITCH ATTEMPT

UMPIRE TOSS

Former CEC Papers after observer's Pondicherry appealed
T.S. Krishna- - for all decision to allow to.apex court to queer
murthy is four one to chairman of  pitch for Tamil Nadu,
election posts meeting (BCCI Pawy’s safe vote.
observer filed and ¢ president, if Ruled ineligible by
appointed by : accepted : present). if tied, observer but Anurag
Supreme on president has a Thakur (Dalmiva -
Court Monday | casting vote. camp) hangs on
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RULING GROUP
President; R.S. Mahendra,

Secretary: Gautam Dasgupta,

. Secy: Brijesh Patel,
Treasurer: Jyoti Bajpai

RIVAL GROUP President: Sharad
Pawar, Secretary: Niranjan Shah,

]t secy: M.P. Pandove,
Treasurer: N. Srinivasan

play
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Fog around cricket and thghts

PTI

Did he or
didn’t he?

Greg mum

PRADEEP Magazine
Mumbai, November 27

GREG CHAPPELL is rarely at a loss for
words. He articulates his thoughts like a
pedigreed professor.

Yet on the dais at Mumbai’s Wankhede Sta-
dium on Sunday afternoon, he preferred si-
lence and let the Indian team manager clari-
fy what he (Chappell) had or hadn’t done to
the fans in Kolkata ahead of the fourth ODI.

Wing commander Baladitya is an affable
man, has a busy look about him and appears
to be someone who knows what responsibili-
ty is all about. But when he said, “Chappell
didn’t show his finger to the crowd; he was

: only attending to
his injured fin-
ger,” one won-
dered if the
speaker himself
believed what he
was saying. All
through the ses-
sion, the coach sat
impassively to his
right, surveying
the media crowd
with his stern
eyes. No one
asked questions.
Not that anybody
was supposed to.
“No questions
will be enter-
tained on this is-
sue,” the manag-
er said with aring
of finality.

As Indian
cricket enters
new, uncharted

waters, with its imported coach and indige-
nous captain trying revolutionary experi-
ments to raise a football-style team of 20 to
25 men, with each expected to expect a call
any day, the finger issue was made to appear
adequately small to be swept off the board.

Rahul Dravid is a man who always loves a
challenge; responsibility doesn’t seem to
have weighed him down. But he, too, like
Chappell, maintained a stoical visage while
Baladitya did the talking.

When his turn came, he referred to the
Kolkata crowds’ behaviour and then

- laughed it away. “I told my players that we
are in august company (Gavaskar was heck-
led and booed in 1983) and if they could do
this to a World Cup-winning team, we are
nothing in comparison,” he said. The cap-
tain had come prepared.

Only when he said this, did Chappell’s
face light up a bit. When the coach spoke, he
talked pure cricket, defending his experi-
ments in the lingo of a corporate honcho. As
long as the team wins, who will dare dis-
agree with him!

5th ODI today: See Page 14

Coach and captain mull
the next experiment.

GROUNDED sourav Ganguly
(seen at Nagpur airport) was
held up for the night. The Jet
Airways flight from Pune had to
be diverted to Nagpur.

HOUNDED ousted from the
ODI squad, he proved his met-
tle in Pune, scoring a ton and
taking wickets. He is in the Test
team as an all-rounder, right?

A

FINGER COACH? pon't ask
Sourav about Greg Chappell’s
gesture in Kolkata. He wbuld
not say a word on the finger
episode.

Chandrika’s sister caught
alone 1n airport muddle

ANIRBAN Roy/SAPTARSHI Banerjee
Kolkata, November 27

IF ANYTHING, the chaos at the
airport was worse than on Satur-
day. And among those who suf-
fered was a member of one of Sri
Lanka’s first families.

Sunethra Bandaranaike,
daughter of Sri Lanka’s former
Prime Minister Sirimavo Ban-
daranaike, sister of former Presi-
dent Chandrika Kumaratunge,
and a guest of governor Gopal Kr-
ishna Gandhi, had to travel alone
from the airport to Raj Bhavan.

The reason: A chain of events
triggered by

the fog. mroam
Eighty  per
cent of

flights, both
domestic and
international,
were be delayed, diverted or can-
celled. When the sun finally shone,
there were so many flights to con-
sider that everyone lost track. Asa
result, when a Jet Airways flight
touched down with Sunethra on
board, the display board did not
announce her arrival. The Gover-
nor had sent a protocol officer to
receive his special guest, but no

one knew when she arrived.

-A c¢onfused Suriethra scanned
the terminal for someone to re-
ceive her, failed, and eventually
took a taxi to Raj Bhavan. The em-
barrassed Governor’s office
sought an explanation from the
protocol officer. Jet Airways re-
fused to offer any explanation.

Sunethra, the only member of
the family to keep out of politics,

will be in the city for three days.
She is the chairperson of Sunera
Foundation, an organisation that
works for disabled and under-
privileged children, and patron of
Butterflies Theatre Group. She is
a close friend of the Governor,
who was High Commissioner for
India in Sri Lanka in 2000.

Even if the protocol officer had
known about her arrival, he
would have struggled to locate her.
The airport terminals resembled
those of a railway station, crowd-
ed with passengers of countless
flights and people who had come
to receive or see them off.

The lucki-
est flights got
off with a de-
lay of an
hour or so;
others had to
wait as long
as 12 hours. With the number
flights increasing every month,
the airport has 30 to 35 per cent
more passengers than it had six
months ago. The crowd milled
around in limited space, with peo-
ple bumping against each other,
X-ray machines and other airport
installations.

The authorities had hoped to
remove part of Saturday’s back-

log by Sunday fobi Wit the 68~

lingered till 9 am. Fresh delays
added to the backlog. CAT II ILS
is yet to be installed but visibility
was so low that even that would-
n’t have helped, officials said.

No one would predict how long
the chaos would last. The weath-

erman says the fog will continue.

See also Kolkata Live

AFFECTED

80% of flights. Airport
runs 75 domestic, 12
international flights daily

INTERNATIONAL

Non-starter: Thai
Airways from Bangkok

Returned without
landing: Singapore
Airlines from Singapore
Delayed: Air India © hours),
British Airways (1 hour)
from London and back

DOMESTIC

Cancelled: Air India from
Mumbai and back

Diverted:

= Jet Airways from Pune,
sent to Nagpur.

® Jet Airways (Bangalore-
Hyderabad-Kolkata)
sent back to Hyderabad

» SpiceJet from Chennai,
sent back to Hyderabad

Delayed: All morning
flights by 1 to 3 hours

PASSENGERS
Up 30-35% in past 6

~months due to increased

flights
WEATHER

Conditions not expected
to change; so expect
delays similar to those
you have seen over the
past 4 days

Disadvantage Dalmiya in battle for board

ATREYO Mukhopadhyay
Kolkata, November 27

THE OLD order could be changing,
quietly. A veteran warrior and vic-
tor each time, Jagmohan Dalmiya
may now be facing the mother of all
battles.

Two days before the BCCI elec-
tions where Sharad Pawar is taking
on R.S. Mahendra for the presi-
dent’s post after the narrowest of
defeats last year, Dalmiya’s rivals
announced on Sunday that they had
17 votes (out of 30 or 31, depending
on the observer’s verdict) on their
side after counting out those under
the slightest shadow of a doubt.

Instead of trying to win friends
and i=fluaneca neanle, the Dalmiya

group was busy through the day sav-
ing their own votes, the validity of
which have been questioned by T.S.
Krishnamurthy, appointed by the
Supreme Court to conduct the polls.

Their fate hinges on what Krish-
namurthy says on Monday, the last
date for filing nominations for the
four posts going to polls — presi-
dent, secretary, joint secretary and
treasurer. In case of an adverse ver-
dict, the ruling group may pull out
and move the Supreme Court.

Krishnamurthy had ruled that’

Bihar, not Jharkhand, is eligible to
vote, which means advantage
Pawar. Mahendra will lose another
vote if Krishnamurthy maintains
that tHe chairman of the AGM (the
president, if not absent) can’t vote.

“Our views are logical, Krishna-
murthy should listen to them,” said
a member of the ruling group,
which has urged the observer to re-
consider these two decisions. But
his voice lacked conviction.

The rivals are trying the same
trick, which pipped Pawar to the
post last year when he lost on the
outgoing president’s (Dalmiya)
casting vote after a 15-15 tie. They
are trying to prove that some of
Mahendra’s voters are ineligible af-
ter tasting the same treatment.

Considering last year’s scoreline,
and that one of Pawar’s voters (Ma-
harashtra) was barred from voting,
it’s not difficult to see that Dalmiya
must summon all his powers to keep
his enviable unbeaten record intact.

Dalmiya and
Pawar
Face-off

Jharkhand and Bihar

Only one can vote and the observer
had earlier ruled that it would be the
latter. He heard both sides, as well as
a third led by Kirti Azad, who wants
associate membership without right
to vote and backs Jharkhand

Deilhi and National Cricket
Club (NCC)

No AGM for years, there are demands
that these two units be barred from
voting. Delhi sent lawyers, while
Dalmiya batted for NCC. Two NCC

ITS OF DISPUTE

members also turned up and
submitted affidavits that elections
have not been held since 1998

Uttar Pradesh

Now a private limited company.
Pawar backers say this means the
body had been dissolved and needed
to get itself re-affiliated with the
BCCI, which it didn’t

Himachal

Two groups have turned up, both
claiming they are eligible and
recognised by govt




/ wﬁﬁ The nger says it all

KOLKATA, Nov. 25. — It
may not be too far-fetched
to say that Mr Greg
Chappell right now is
Kolkata’s No. 1 enemy.
Not only have cricket fans
of Sourav Ganguly’s home
city identified him as the
main man behind his
downfall, but yesterday,
according to a television
channel, Mr Chappell
showed the finger to a
group of Ganguly’s fans.
The television footage
clearly showed Mr
Chappell making the
obscene gesture as he

Today, the Indian team der M Baladitya, however,
boarded the team bus. manager, Wing Comman- tried to play down the inci-

dent. “Yesterday, during
nets, Greg hurt his finger.
According to him, he was
just attending to it. That is
what he has told me about
the incident,” the manager
said.

However, the gesture
looked very deliberate and
the explanation rather hol-
low. It seems Mr Chappell
actually logt his icy cool
demeanour apd reacted to
Ganguly’s admirers. Mr
Chappell and Rahul Dravid
had been the target of many
demonstrations of many
pro-Sourav demonstrations
in the city recently. — SNS /Jr




DRIMI Chaudhuri
Kolkata, November 25

INDIA'S SURRENDER at the Eden
was relegated to the background in
the light of what Greg Chappell had
done a day earlier.

TV clippings showed a man, appar-
ently the India coach, making an ob-
scene gesture with a finger towards
fans who chanted “Sourav, Sourav”
when he was boarding the team bus af-
ter practice on Thursday .

Kolkata went up in arms against
Chappell on Friday, shouting slogans
and booing his players, with some
spectators even cheering South
Africa. Twelve of them were arrested
from Block B after the match for
shouting anti-Chappell slogans,
DC(HQ) Anuj Sharma said.

The grab with the gesture was an un-
expected discovery. A local channel,
which runs a daily sports programme
called Dosh Minuter Khel, was the only
channel to have captured it on camera.
Even the TV team was surprised when
they noticed the incident while it was

TV grab shows Greg Chappell boarding the
Team India bus after practice on Thursday

Caught making gesture at crowd

being shown on TV at 11 pm. “It es-
caped our attention on the editing table.
After seeing it on TV, I went to office
this morning and confirmed that it was
indeed an ugly sign,” said Anilava
Chatterjee, head of the programme.
Chappell could not be contacted for
comment, while the BCCI was guarded
in its reaction. “We have to see the TV

IBTOGRAPHS COYRTESY: DOSH MINUTER KHEL

The finger points towards a group of Sourav’s fans.
Chappell’s response to their slogans.

grab first, only then can we make a
statement,” a BCCI official said. Anoth-
er official said, “If he indeed made the
gesture, it was a terrible thing to do.”
Sourav’s fans in Kolkata were more
forthright in their reaction. “If it’s
true, such behaviour must be con-
demned. As a former international
cricketer, he should have acted more

SUBHANKAR CHAKRABORTY/HT

Rooting for a skipper who won't be spoon-fed.

Trie ribuost? NOUIMES

responsibly,”  said  Tri-
namool leader Sujit Bose, an
ardent cricket fan.

Former Bengal captain Raju
Mukherjee said, “I am not sur-
prised. I had mentioned in a col-
umn in June that an uncivilised
man has been made the headmaster
of Indian cricket. You just have to re-
member the underarm delivery and
aluminium bat.”

Spectators at the Eden Gardens
were no less scathing in their criti-
cism. “He could have earned the city’s
respect during his stay here despite
the Sourav fiasco. He has lost that
chance now,” said Amitava Ghosh,
Sourav’s neighbour from Behala.

“Chappell is already consid-
ered a villain here and after
such behaviour, he will
never be able to come
back to the city,” S
said Runa Gan- ,;./'/
guly, whohad .
come from ‘

Salt
Lake.

Finger goes up against Greg

WB“/

Stumped by
own plan on
Sourav’s day

ATREYO Mukhopadhyay
Kolkata, November 25

THE FIRST indications of a
bad Friday came early,
when Greg Chappell’s open-
ing gambit failed.

On a day of left-handers
across the- globe —Brian
Lara exploding with a dou-
ble century in Adelaide,
Sourav Ganguly cracking
159 in a Ranji Trophy match in Pune and Graeme
Smith ending India’s fledgling hopes with a com-
manding 134 not out — the talking point re-
mained India’s seemingly endless experiments
at the top of the order with another left-hander,
Irfan Pathan, earning the distinction of opening
the batting. But he fell in the first over, which
started a procession of sorts until another left-
hander in Yuvraj Singh stemmed the rot for a
while. But it was not enough.

“We wanted two left-handers as openers and
Pathan has had success upfront in the recent
past. We thought it would good to have them to-
gether for seven-eight overs, but the plan didn’t
click. It happens, sometimes things work and
sometimes they don’t,” explained Rahul Dravid
after the match.

His South African counterpart saw a flaw in
the Indian ploy nonetheless. “You can always lose
two.or three early wickets if you try out so many
innovations, which means pressure on the mid-
dle-order as the specialist batsmen have to con-
centrate on building the innings,” said Smith.

Dravid didn’t read too much into the jeering
he got while returning to the pavilion after a
painstaking stay in the middle, which embodied
India’s struggle throughout the day. “I have re-
ceived lots of cheers and adulation from the
same crowd. As an international sportsman you
have to accept if you are booed at times and
move on. I have seen many sides of life in almost
10 years in international cricket and this was
one more.”

Refusing to attach too much significance to
the experiments being carried out in order to
find out the right men, Dravid said the batting
debacle in two of the last three matches was a
bigger concern. “The top-order did the job
against Sri Lanka and we have to correct our
mistakes before the last match.”

In sync with the trend of the day, Smith signed
off with a comment on Ganguly. “If the Indian
batsmen continue to fail they may feel he is
hanging above their heads. We heard he got a big
score today.”

Full coverage in HT Sport & Kolk}takive
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DEN Gardens was never
E really expected to have a

heart large enough to bear
the brunt of a Sourav-sized ab-
sence. But when the fall came, the
pettiness still surprised. On Fri-
day, the men and women bristling
against Ganguly’s ouster as Test
captain, found unexpected joy.
Rahul Dravid, his successor, came
undone by a late outswinger and
began to trudge back to the dressing
room, with a dismal contribution of
6. He may, if he stretched his mind
back to Eden Gardens’s past reac-
tions to prospects of defeat, have
expected a rain of plastic bottles.
Instead, an applause went round,
and the Indian skipper was carried
off on a wave of lustily expressed
glee. With that malicious gesture,
Eden Gardens has strengthened its
claims as a dubious host for inter-
national matches.

What, some may ask, is the
harm in one round of applause.
After all, Eden Gardens has seen
worse. In 1996, a semifinal in the
World Cup—one of those events

~\Serpent in Eden_
@ (, Sourav’s home ground shows it can )
outmatch its hero in churlishness »

for which cities and countries de-
liberately put themselves on dis-
play —had to be abandonkd be-
cause EG could not countenance
defeat. In 1999, the centre invited
an even more humiliating first.
All of EG had to be emptied out
of spectators so that Pakistan
could finish the last rites without
fear of injury. But the point about
that applause is that EG’s specta-
tors have broken a compact.
Spectators give arenas atmos-
phere, even in these televised
times they give the state of play
first touch of significance. Think,
how robust the India-Pakistan
peace process became when on
that first contact in Karachi, the
crowd rose for a standing ovation
upon India’s win.

The EG outrage, alas, also im-
plicates the man who_was away.
Sourav Ganguly, ever since his bat-
ting started fading, has been feed-
ing off, if not inciting, regionalism.
Today, that process has diminished
both his place in Indian cricket,
and his home ground.




188 ALL OUT, 159 ONE OUT

Dravid takes boos in
stride, Sourav shines

Mystery
of middle

finger

ASTAFFREPORTER

Calcutta, Nov. 25: Did Greg
Chappell stick his middle
finger out to a gathering out-
side Eden Gardens while
boarding the bus after practice
yesterday?

Television channels are
showing such a picture, but
Chappell’s face is not visible.

Wing Commander M. Bala-
ditya, media manager for the
Indian team, said when Chap-
pell was told about the TV clip,
the coach revealed that he had
hurt his finger while giving
fielding practice and must
have been tending it while
boarding the bus.

Baladitya, however, saitl
neither he nor Chappell had
seen the clip.

The footage shows a mem-
ber of the Indian contingent
boarding a bus and, having got
inside, putting his right hand
out with the middle finger
sticking out.

The clip does not have any
picture of the crowd towards
whom one might have made
such a gesture, but cries of
“Go back Chappell” have been
heard in and outside the Eden.

Only one TV production
house has the picture, which it
has distributed to mainline
news channels.

No other journalist has
seen a member of the Indian
team making such a gesture
after yesterday’s practice.

The Telegraph is publish-
ing the picture without vouch-
safing authenticity or other-
wise.

q\j%

Greg Chappell before the match. Picture by Pradip Sanyal @See Sport, Metro and Page 20
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Blunder
of the day

Sendmg
Pathan and
Gambhir to
open the

changmg and chopping

the batting order in every
match. it worked against Sri
Lanka, but South Africa’s
bowhng is of different
quality. Experiments should
be given a rest at times
because they too can fall
into a pattern. If the
intention was to protect
Sachin Tendulkar and
Virender Sehwag from

the seaming new ball,

it was sadly defeated

Blunder il

Since the itch to experiment
was so strong, why didn’t
Chappell send Dhoni, who's
in such cracking form, to
open instead of Pathan?
Why, again, did Dhoni have
to wait until after Kaitf to
come in to bat? He has
been batting far better than
Kaif and might have given
India a higher total had he
been sent earlier

Big flops
of the day

@ Sachin

-f Tendulkar,

i} who scored

* - two, continu-
ing his poor
run since the
early burst
against Sri Lanka

@ Rahul
Dravid stuck
around for

gotonly 6
: before being
\ij ;
@ irfan Patha
deliver this time in the
opening slot, meant to be
a surprise to the South
Africans. His departure
for nought was the first
shock to india

some time but

LOKENDRA PRATAP SAHI

Calcutta, Nov. 25: Prasun
Mukherjee paced anxious-
ly as South Africa neared
victory. The “we want
Sourav” chant at the Eden
could, of course, have car-
ried to Pune where the
ousted Team India captain
continued to embarrass
the national selectors.

Responsible for ensuring
ODI No. 4 of the latest series
didn’t see anything unto-
ward, the police commission-
er’s concern was understand-
able. Everybody expected
Sourav to be omnipresent;
nobody expected a 10-wicket
thrashing for Team India.

Souravy, in fact, loomed big-
ger than he otherwise would
have as word got around —
even before the day-night ma-
tch began — that he’d scripted
an under-pressure 159 against
Maharashtra.

But if Sourav scored big at
the venue where Rahul Dravid
and Co. sealed a series win ver-
sus Sri Lanka earlier this
month, it was disaster here.

The Indians got trapped on
a seaming track for the second
time in under 10 days and
wickets fell quicker than
sticks at a bowling alley. Any-
thing under 250 couldn't have
been defended — 183 was
much below par.

The South Africans, mind
you, were sans spearhead
Makhaya Ntini who reported

sick late last night.

It’s debatable whether
early wickets would have
made an impact, but captain
Graeme Smith played the in-
nings of his career (an unbeat-
en 134 off 124 balls) to ensure
South Africa can’t lose this
five-ODI series.

He now has the highest in-
dividual score at the Eden and
an MoM award to cherish.

Accustomed to being ap-
plauded, over the past month
especially, Dravid had to face
jeers — and at least one nasty
(‘Rahul, you are not a good
team man, but a good politi-
cian’) banner.

Later, he said: “I'm notreal-
1y surprised (by the crowd’s)
behaviour.... I've played for
10 years and the adulation
and jeering is part of life....
You've got to accept it and

move on.... I'm certainly not
the first and the last captain to
be booed....”

Coach Greg Chappell,
widely held responsible for
Sourav’s exclusion from the

limited overs team, wasn't-

spared either.

Indeed, the searing “go
back Chappell” roar cut across
the stands divide. The cogch,
though, walked out erect tothe
MoM award ceremony. Noth-
ing, perhaps, would have
pleased Chappell more than a
win here as it would have been
a vindication of what he has
set out to accomplish.

Instead, he was a witness

to poor batting, bowling and
shocking fielding. Yet again,
India slipped on dew.

With the nearly 80,000
turnout barracking the home
team, Smith acknowledged:
“It’s not always that the visi-
tors get the crowd’s support in
India, but we got it today.... The
Indians recognise good per-
formances.”

Dravid has promised to
“pounce back” in Mumbali,
which hosts the last match on
Monday, but the momentum is
with South Africa. They’'ve
never won a one-day tourna-
ment or series in India, so his-
tory beckons Smith.

At the start of the face-off,
in Hyderabad, a relaxed Smith
had told The Telegraph he
was so much more “at ease”
leading his national team as
opposed to the World (Test) XI.

The captain’s comfort level
makes a difference.

Bizarre, by the way, was
India’s decision of opening
with Irfan Pathan (as Gautam
Gambhir’s partner).

The move was meant to
surprise the visitors. Actually,
Chappell and Dravid were in
for a surprise — courtesy
Shaun Pollock.

The Eden has seen many
outstanding first spells, but
Pollock’s (three for 21) will
rank among the finest.

The Indians were to leave
tomorrow evening, but one
learns “most” now want to

make a quick getaway.
7

# Virender Sehwag, who
scored a quick 30 but got

.. outplaying an atrocious

shot, which he shouldn’t
have tried because India
was already in trouble
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@zgnguly gets a chance

w10 salvage career

Chennai: After sacklng him as
skipper on Tuesday, selectors on
Wednesday threw a lifeline at
Sourav Ganguly by naming him in
the Indian squad for the first Test
against Sri Lanka.

The five-member selection com-
mittee deliberated for nearly five
hours before deciding to give one
more opportunity to the Bengal left-
hander. The decision ended weeks
of speculation on whether the de-
posed captain would find a place in
the Test squad after being complete-
ly ignored from the one-day outfit.

Wicketkeeper-batsman Mahendra
Singh Dhoni was rewarded for his
fine showings in the one-dayers
with a berth in the 15-member squad
announced by cricket board secre-
tary S K Nair here. Young paceman
Rudra Pratap Singh also got the nod
while experienced speedsters Za-
heer Khan, Lakshmipathy Balaji
and Tamil Nadu ‘keeper Dinesh
Kaarthick were ignored. Stylish
middle-order batsman V V S Lax-
man and old warhorse Anil Kumble,
missing from the one-day line-up,
were brought back for the first Test
beginning here on December 2.

Ganguly has been included in the
team as a batting all-rounder to pro-
vide more balance to the side which
has three specialist spinners and
three pacemen. “We discussed the
matter for a long time and finally
decided to have him as a batting all-
rounder,” selection committee
chairman Kiran More said. “This
adds to the team balance. To leave
out Zaheer Khan was a tough call.
Ganguly was preferred to Zaheer,
who is only a bowler.”

More, who had on Tuesday stated
that the selectors were not happy

. with Ganguly’s performance over

the last couple of years, denied that
the committee had done a volte face
by selecting taking the former skip-
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IT'S NOW OR NEVER FOR DADA

per in the side. “It is not a shift on
the part of the selection committee,
it is the decision of all the five peo-
ple. We also discussed the perform-
ance of every other player, not only
Ganguly’s. He has served the coun-
try well,” he said.

Denying that there was any ex-
ternal pressure on the committee
to include Ganguly, he said, “There
was no pressure at all. I appeal to
the media to refrain from indulging
in such statements for the good
of the game.” More also informed
that India would play the same team
for the last two ODIs against
South Africa. Agencies
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Sourav puts

LOKENDRA PRATAP SAHI

Bangalore, Nov. 17: The
Sourav Ganguly-Greg
Chappell truce hasn’t been
put to test. However, on the
52nd day after it was
stitched together by the
Board of Control for Crick-
et in India (BCCI), the for-
mer captain declared he
wouldn’t have “any prob-
lem” with the coach when-
ever he returned to Team
India.

“I've always respected
Greg and it was I who went to
Sydney in mid-2003 for a one-
on-one with him.... Why, then,
should I have any problem in
forging a (fresh) relationship
once the selectors bring me
back? Both Greg and I are ma-
ture and can handle situa-
tions,” Sourav told The Tele-
graph this evening.

Speaking from Calcutta, he
added: “The issue (of differ-
ences) got blown out of pro-
portion by those who wanted
to sensationalise.... I'd been
silent all these days as I didn’t
wish to add to what had been
splashed all over.... 1 did so con-
sciously.”

The Sourav-Chappell rela-
tionship soured with a capital
S after Sourav confirmed dur-
ing the Bulawayo Test that
Chappell had asked him to
step down — the coach’s ver-
sion, though, is different. It got
worse after Chappell’s confi-
dential e-mail to the BCCI
brass, crucifying Sourav, got
leaked.

The BCCI worked out a
truce, after a review meeting
in Mumbai on September 27,
but the two haven’t come face
to face since.

Tennis elbow symptoms
ruled out Sourav for the first
two international engage-
ments (ODIs No. 1 and 2
against Sri Lanka) after Zim-
babwe, but the selectors ig-

NICE GUYS AT PLAY

(Top) Semrav Ganguly practises with the Bengal Ranji team
at Jadavpur University stadium at Salt Lake in Calcutta.
(Right) Rahul Dravid receives a copy of his biography,
The Nice Guy Who Finished First, from Greg Chappell
in Bangalore. (PTI)

nored him even when he be-
came available.

It’s no secret that neither
Chappell nor successor Rahul
Dravid spoke up for Sourav in
the three selection meetings
— Mohali, Motera and Vado-

dara — after he’d recovered.
That the team was doing ex-
ceptionally is, perhaps, one
reason why the coach and cap-
tain didn’t bother.

To return, Sourav has to
wait for the next selection

PR U

| am willing to Iay in any

position. | am prepared to
perform any role that the
team wants me to
— Sourav Ganguly

meeting, in Chennai, for the
last two matches of the ongo-
ing series versus South Africa,
or even till the squad for
the first Test against Sri
Lanka is picked in Mumbai
(November 28).

The South Africans halted
the run of victories, in Hyder-
abad yesterday, but Sourav’s
comeback won’t be entirely in-
fluenced by the results both
here (in the second ODI, Satur-
day) and in Chennai, which

hand out to Greg

sts he third match on No-
vémber 22.

As important will be what
Chappell and Dravid say be-

- fore chief selector Kiran More

and his colleagues. With
Sourav signalling he would
begin afresh, when given a
chance, the ball is now in
somebody else’s court.

Significantly, Sourav broke
his silence a day after BCCI
president Ranbir Singh Ma-
hendra told a TV channel that
the former captain would
make a return and that he
“couldn’t” be ruled out even
for the 2007 World Cup. Chap-
pell’s contract is till then.

While Sourav has clarified
his position on Chappell, his
stand on Dravid is no less un-
ambiguous.

Asked whether he had
reservations playing under
him, Sourav countered: “Why
is this being asked? You must
remember that Mohammed
Azharuddin and Sachin Ten-
dulkar, both former captains,
played under me when I got
the captaincy in March
2000....”

Intent on making a come-
back, it’s possible that Sourav
is reconciled to not getting the
top job again — certainly not
inthe very near future, if at all
ever again.

Earlier, speaking to
newspersons after a nets ses-
sion in Calcutta, Sourav laud-
ed Dravid for a “great job” and
emphasised he was willing to
“play in anty position and per-
form any role”.

Describing Mahendra’s
comments as “encouraging”,
Sourav accepted that perform-
ance had to be the criterion for
selection. Also, that a team
couldn’t be dependent only on
the captain, coach or some in-
dividual players.

Cricket is a team sport and
Sourav is ready to play ball.

W See Sport
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CHIEF SELECTOR HARPS ON ‘GREA

No space for

Sourav in it

N

winning side

LOKENDRA PRATAP SAHI

Mohali, Oct. 28: With Team
India tearing Sri Lanka to bits
for the second time in four
days, Sourav Ganguly’s hopes
of a one-day comeback also
went to pieces. His career in
cricket’s shorter version is as
good as over even though chief
selector Kiran More held out a
lolipop.

“Sourav is a great player
and we have a lot of regard for
him... I won’t take names, but
anybody can make a come-
back,” he declared at a media
conference where board sec-
retary S.K. Nair announced
that the XV for the first two
ODIs had been retained for the
next three as well.

Yet, in much the same
breath, More said: “Things are
not in Sourav’s favour and
we’ve chosen the best XV. We
have options and are looking
to have 22 playersfit andready
for the 2007 World Cup. This
team has performed very well
and its body language has
been excellent.”

More indirectly confirmed
that neither captain Rahul
Dravid nor coach Greg Chap-
pell wanted Sourav back by
saying “no comments” to a
guestion whether they spoke
up for somebody who was at
the helm till a fortnight ago.

Even accounting for the
emphatic wins in Nagpur and
the one here, today had been
Sourav’s best chance for a co-
meback. He had, after all, pro-
ved both form and fitness with
a splendid 117 in a Duleep Tro-
phy match versus North Zone.

However, More and Chap-
pell (if not Dravid as well)
were in “regular touch” even
before Tuesday’s ODI in Nag-

pur — something revealed by
the chief selector himself —
and the mood obviously was to
back the youngsters and keep
Sourav out.

In fact, The Telegraph'’s
sources had indicated yegter-
day itself that Sourav’s retui.
wasn’t guaranteed and anoth-
er quality performance by
Team India —as it turned out,
Sri Lanka got crushed in no
time by eight wickets at the
PCA Stadium —would make it
even more difficult.

That’s how the cookie
crumbled and, essentially, the
32-minute selection meeting
was to extend the lack of faith
in the fourth most prolific
scorer in ODIs. “Continuity
was the theme and the aim
was to not disturb the good
vibes in the dressing room,” is
how a source put it.

The selectors’ decision,
though, has stunned many —
one being former India opener
Arun Lal, who is on the TV
commentary panel for the se-
ries: “I'm amazed... L definitely
thought there would be a place
for Sourav. Now, he has to con-
tinue fighting.”

Technically, Sourav may
come into the picture when
the selectors meet in Ahmed-
abad on November 6, but few
will bet on his comeback for
the last two ODIs. If Mo-
hammed Kaif is fit by then,
the selectors are bound to
favour him. The advantage of
age and fielding is with Kaif.

More talked of giving “eno-
ugh opportunities” — specifi-
cally “20-30 matches” — to the
youngsters before the quadre-
nnial showpiece in the West
Indies. Fairness demands that
everybody be judged by one
vardstick.

THE TELEGRAPH

Sachin Tendulkar and Rahul Dravid walk back to the pavilion after the victory. (AFP)



‘We are trying to change
landscape of Indi
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Thus far its been a bumpy ride for Greg Chappell as India’s hi-profile coach thus far. Determined, dedicated and demanding, the former Australia captain has faced more
criticism than credit for his methods and his vision of taking Team India to a new plateau of performance. With the One-day home series against Sri Lanka and later
South Africa to begin in a days time, the no-nonsense and business-like 57-year-old spoke to Vinay Nayudu about the journey so far and the future as he sees it.

Q: Five months on, how has been |}

your relationship with the players?
A: The relationship is heading in

the right direction. I've enjoyed the
camp in Bangalore. The communi-

cation is good both ways and I'm
pretty happy the way things are go-
ing at the moment.

Q: In trying to build the team,
you've been experimenting a lot-
trying various combinations, dif-
ferent batting slots for players etc.
But, in doing so, the team hasn’t
won anything as yet. When will
winning matches be a toppriority?
A: It’s always a priority! The team
hasn’t been winning for quite
sometime. To change that, we have
to start winning. We’ve played in
two series, and we have played two
finals. Basically, [ am happy with
the direction that that we are head-
ing.

We can talk about as much as we
can but until we start winning a
few of the big games, we won’t no-
tice any real change. To do that a
whole range of things have to
change. And those things are
changing. The only time people
will notice is when we actually
start winning.

Q: You have been talking only
about the 2007 World Cup but what
about the Test matches? Are they
not as important. Afterall, we are
scheduled to play Sri Lanka, Pak-
istan, England and West Indies in
"==the near future?
A: Of course, they are important.
We haven’t played any as yet so the
focus was on One-day cricket.
Since we were playing One-day
cricket, the goal has to be the 2007
wWorld Cup. When we play Tests,
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that will be a priority.

Q: You said that you have some
challenges for the stars. Accord-
ingly, what challenges do you have
for someone like Sachin Ten-
dulkar?

A: 1 am not going to talk about it;
its a part of the plan! They will
change from situation to situation.
It’s not something like this plan is
the one we are going to use every-
day.

Q: Coming back from injury, how
good has he shaped up? How long
can he last?

A: To be honest, I don’t think he is
far away. The danger for any player
is that as you grow older you think
older. If we can create the enthusi-

asm and the excitement for Sachin,
give him challenges that he enjoys,
he can be a fine player for some
time to come. Once the enthusiasm
is gone, once the youthful exuber-
ance is gone, its very hard to play
at this level consistently.

I can still see that youthful exu-
berance in Sachin. I saw it in the
camp in Bangalore. When you give
him something he enjoys, when he
is engaged, you can see that youth-
ful exuberance that the boy within
him is still in there and we need to
see more of it!

Q: How much say do you have in
selection matters? Do you reckon
you need more powers to get the
team on the right track?

A: 1 am happy with the way it is.
There is a danger that a coach can
have too much say or any individ-
ual can have too much say My
role—as I see it—is to have a vision
for the team. And I have to sell that
vision to the captain, to the play-
ers, to the selectors, to the media
and to the general public.

We are trying to change the land-

scape of Indian cricket, the way In-
dian cricketers perceive them-
selves. To do that, obviously, I have
to have a vision and some knowl-
edge of what is required to see that
vision through. Then I have to ex-
plain it well enough to the selectors
to have them buy it. If they appre-
ciate that, then I dont need to be a
selector. I just need to have a good
working relationship with the se-
lectors.
Q: You seem to have a good chem-
istry with Rahul Dravid. Can the
Dravid-Chappell alliance be a turn-
ing point in Indian cricket?

Rahul & |

Ganguly has a role too

Tendulkar and the X factor

THE AWESOME THREESOME

We think similar. My job will be to challenge him and challenge him to think
more broadly This not about Rahul as a person but Rahul as a captain.
: 7 Being a player is one thing, being a captain is another
| thing. Being a player and a captain demands a lot to be
able to have your focus on the team on one hand and to
make the commitment to one’s own role. Having being
.down that track, hopefully | can help him.
’ve always liked Rahul; found him very easy to talk to.
Found very comfortable working with him in Sri Lanka
and I have no doubt that we’'ll work well together.

When he was available for selection in Sri Lanka after the
ban you had said, he is a senior player; his experience and
his leadership will inspire the side. Is it the same even
now? Of course, he is! If he is playing well, there is a role
for him. He is a player and a captain who has performed
weli for India. He deserves to go out in style.

Statistics dont tell the whole story. Just because somebody
makes runs or takes wickets doesn’t mean, he is the most
important member in the team. You got to look at what else
people bring to the group. Some people add to it, some peo-
. ple take away from it. Sachin is one of those guys who adds

to the group. Whatever he does with the bat and ball or in the
field is muitiplied by the factor of X because of the sort of player, the personali-
ty that he is; he commands respect not just because he has made a lot of runs
but he commands respect because he is a very quality individual.As long as
he can stand up, and as long as he can make runs, Sachin will be worth his
place in the team because of the fact that he is a quality human being.

A: Aw, who knows! For the Indian
team to have another successful
era will require good leadership on
and off the field. It will require
good relation between the coach
and cap. Rahul is a sort of bloke
you have to admire. What he’s
achieved on the field, the sort of
person he is on and off the field; he
is a person that you respect. The
players also respect Rahul for what
he achieved. I'm sure they will sup-

port him in his new role. My job is
to create that support structure to
help him do that job.

Capaining an international side
is not an easy job. In India it’s even
more difficult because the amount
of media that is around these days.
I think the Indian captain’s job is
the toughest job in world cricket. It
is extremely demanding. But I
think Rahul has got the resources
as much as most people do.



Sourav Ganguly had a point to prove in Rajkot.

- IDUSTAN TIMES
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Sourav sparkles

in Rajkot...
2

ATREYO Mukhopadhyay
Rajkot, October 21

on tricky turt

...Ben1 lingers
. 1n Kolkata
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HT Correspondent
Kolkata, October 21

ONE OF Sourav Ganguly’s many strengths is that you
can’t seem to write him off. Either he will get people
to bat for him, or — if the chips are hopelessly down
— he will go out in the middle and do it himself.
Rajkot on Friday saw a display of the latter syn-
drome at work as the de-
posed Team India cap-
tain announced his
comeback intent with a
majestic ton (117 off 143
balls) for East Zone
against North in the
Duleep Trophy match.
Sourav does have
some memorable inter-
national hundreds —
scored in tougher condi-
tions, against better
bowlers. But this one
must rank among his
most crucial ones — for
its timing if nothing

Sourav Ganguly
“Every century
makes you feel
good. It is my third
most important in
domestic cricket
and has given me a
lot of satisfaction”

ON THE GROUND

BENI SANTOSA remained in the city all day, his de-

parture a secret as closely guarded as his arrival.
The dramatic day’s unexpected developments in-
cluded an announcement that the government would
go slow on two of the Indonesian industrialist’s proj-
ects — a health city and

aknowledge city. It came

after WBIDC officials

met Santosa at his hotel.

Greg Chappell Having inked the deal
s : for a Howrah motorcy-
t(l) ?omr;ge?‘ltng cle factory on Thursday,
. Santosa had planned to

on selection return at 2 pm by the
issues. You chartered Cessna he
have to ask had arrived in. Or so the
the BCCI and state had announced.

The aircraft left at 8.20
am, without him.

Cops reached the air-
port at 7 am, possibly
with information that

the selectors”

else. It was very diffi- AIJRPORT ! HOTEL ! FACTORY SITE Santosa was leaving in
cult to get Sourav to dis- oy tared ! Beni shifted from ; Beni’s continued  th€ Cessna. When he
cussllts possﬂ;le impact Cessna, meant to : Taj Bengal to : stay sparked didn’t, they arrived at 1
on his cricketing future. v,y o Banj at 2 i Grand overnight. i rumours he pm for an afternoon

ll{i:very " ﬁentugy pm, {eaves i Beforearrival, i would go to the ls)enﬁ-off, only to turn
makes you leel gooQ. wihouthimat  { state hadcalleda i site. He stayed ack again. When he
This one has givenmea g 50 ym cops i number of hotels, i away from did leave by a Singa-
lot of satisfaction. g e in the { announced Grand : Uluberia, which ~ POr® Alrlines flight, it

Among my centuries in
domestic cricket this
should come third in

afternoon, but
he’s still at hotel

i and put him up at
i Taj Bengal

was almost midnight,
The cat-and-mouse

continued at hotels.

Ahead of Santosa’s ar-

i had seen protests
: on Thursday

terms of importance, af-
ter the one against MP
(Eden Gardens, 2005) and West Zone (Nagpur, 1995),”
Sourav told HT after a lot of persuasion.

Coach Greg Chappell, on his part, avoided potential
controversy by declining comments on a timeline for
Sourav’s return to Team India. Asked if there was
such a possibility after his century, Chappell said:
“You have to ask the BCCI and the selectors; that’s not
something I can answer. I am not going to comment
on selection issues.”

Failure in Rajkot would have brought a bigger ques-
tion mark over Sourav’s credentials as a top-flight
batsman and his claim to re-induction.

Continued on Page 8
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rival, the government
had contacted several, announced Grand and put up the
guest at Taj. Overnight, Santosa was shifted to Grand.
Reporters waited outside Grand but the police kept
them at bay When word came, it was from principal sec-
retary (industries) Sabyasachi Sen. “The government
has no idea what Salim means by a knowledge city or
health city. We have to wait for a project report and see
if the offer matches our requirements. Till then, even

i the selection of plots will be on hold,” he said.

On Salim’s special economic zone, he said, “The
land (2,500 acres) need not be given at one go; it can be
developed in phases. As for the twin cities, it would be
easier to arrange for land in different locations.”

Beni Santosa had work pending in Kolkata.,



The Ganguly-Chappell lessons

Building loyalty to a team rather than to a surrogate family of individuals will give a company access to the best talent
available and keep the team cohesive even when its members keep changing, says Narendar Pani

HE Ganguly-Chappell spat has

had so much written about it

that further comment would

appear superiluous. This is cer-
tainly true of the cricketing dimensions
of the episode. But this conflict was also
about two distinct styles of manage-
ment, with Saurav Ganguly providing a
prominent place for the notion of family
and Greg Chappell focusing instead on
the notion of team. And the lessons from
this conflict could be uselul for Indian
companies dealing with the challenges
of globalisation.

To be sure the notion of family that is
reflected in Ganguly’s management style
is quite different from the idea of a fami-
ly business. A family business is largely
aboutownership. The owners today may
be typically more professionally qualified
than they were in the '50s and '60s, but
their control of the company still comes
primarily from the family they belong to.

The family in the Saurav Ganguly
style of management is more notional. It
is used as a metaphor for how things
shouldbe.Comments on the Ganguly is-
sue by cricketers, both past and present,
have been sprinkled with phrases like,
‘there are differencesin any family”. And
this notion is not confined to cricketers.
Many older Indian professionals have
been asked at some point or the otherto
treat their company as a family.

This identification of a group of indi-
viduals working together as a family
may not be as strong as in, say, Japanese
industry. But a pattern has emerged in a
typically Indian, unexplained, way. Im-
plicit in this metaphor of a family is the
expectation that the individuals will be
loyal to each other, to the point of cover-
ing up for each other’s lailures. They
would typically share comimon values.
And they would have a clearly defined
hierarchy with the dominant member or
members of the family calling the shots.

This notion of a surrogate family is not
new to Indian cricket. There have always
been groups of cricketers who believed it
was their duty to cover up for each other.
Indeed, regional selectors have believed

that it is their duty to push boys from
their zone ahead of superior talent else-
where. Among the shared values is an
excessive respect for seniority. Kapil Dev
was allowed to continue till well past his
prime, though that meant that Javagal
Srinath couldn’t make it to the national
team when he was probably bowling his
quickest. And the hierarchy within these
regional families was also very clear.
Sunil Gavaskar’s authority in Mumbai
cricket was never challenged.

Saurav Ganguly’s great success as cap-
tain was that he was able to convert the
national team from a group ol regional
families into one national family. He was
loyal to the younger cricketers whom he
supported, often giving them more
chances than they deserved. He
strengthened the hierarchy within the
team not justinterms of his own author-
ity, but also by providing the “seniors’ a
prominent role in team management.

The cohesiveness of this approach pro-
vided results in the short run. The seniors
were comfortable even though they
were notinline for captaincy. The juniors
too were secure in the fact that their fail-
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ures would be overlooked as long as they
had an occasional spectacular perform-
ance. This was enough to make Ganguly
the most successful Indian captain.

HE problem with this approach

though, is in the longer term. The
loyalty to existing team members keeps
others out of the reckoning. Over time
this results in a complete lack of bench
strength. The excessive security for the
younger lot of cricketers ensures they
are not always willing to work as hard as
international cricketers are expected to.
Pace bowler after pace bowler has seen
his pace drop after making it to the Indi-
an team. These weaknesses do not show
up as long as the Tendulkars, Dravids
and Gangulys perform well enough to
keep the tearn going. But when the sen-
ior players begin to crack due to a lack of
form or fitness, the youngsters are not
ready to take over and the team’s per-
formance declines dramatically.

Most successful corporates recognise
that the response to this crisis is not to
simply replace one cohesive team with
another. They prefer to focus on issues

like lowering entry barriers to new talent
and emphasising loyalty to a team rather
than to a surrogate family of individuals.
When this works it gives a company ac-
cess to the best talent available and
builds loyalty to a team whose members
can keep changing.

But the tendency to build surrogate
families does not always disappear. Indi-
viduals often prefer to get into little
groups to cover up for each other. They
are then able to blame others when a
mistake does occur even as they exag-
gerate successes within their surrogate
families. When there is more than one
surrogate family operating within a
company it can lead to intense bouts of
company politics. And efforts to curb
these trends through disciplinary meas-
ures may only result in internal strife.

Greg Chappell has clearly broken the
back of the established surrogate family.
His suggestion to Ganguly to step down
may have gained the greatest attention,
but equally important is the sidelining of
other family members, Zaheer Khan and
Ashish Nehra. The easy option for him
now would be to build a new surrogate
family. The youngsters who have moved
into the team because of vacancies
Chappell has caused, will have sufficient
reason to rally behind the coach. Others
too may be willing to do for Chappell
what they would do for Ganguly.

But such a system would be self de-
feating. It would only create a new
bunch of excessively secure under-per-
formers. For the Chappell way to suc-
ceed every player would have to rise
above the comfort provided by surrogate
families and be willing to perform his
best for the team. Their security will
come not from a guaranteed place in the
team, but from the knowledge that easi-
er exits also create vacancies that allows
them to fight their way back in.

If Chappell cannot get the team to op-
erate on these new terms he will be left
with a group of insecure disgruntled
players. But if he does succeed he would
deserve closer attention from the man-
agement gurus of corporate India.
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HE captain-coach spat in Indian cricket seems t

have reached a point of no return. First, Sourav

Ganguly decided to go public about it in the midst

of a Test match. Now, a confidential e-mail from
Greg Chappell, the coach, to the BCCI has been leaked to the
media. Worse, players are itching to take sides in public. But
Harbhajan Singh’s uncalled for comment on Greg Chappell’s
ways with the team has much to offer on the cause of the
conflict. Harbhajan has said in an interview that Chappell
was instilling “fear and insecurity” among players. What is
this fear and insecurity? How desirable are these in a sport
like cricket? Available evidence suggests that Chappell has
put it across to players that past record was no guarantee for
a place in the playing eleven. Even the captain was not
exempt from this rule. The team obviously is not used to
such tough talk. As with BCCI politics, patronage has been
an accepted feature of team selection and management.
Comfort zones within the team developed accordingly.
Chappell seems to be challenging all this and we welcome it.
Cricket is a professional sport. This precisely is the reason
why money is gushing in. Professionalism demands
accountability. In cricket, accountability has to be measured
by the number of wins, runs scored and saved, wickets
taken, and catches held. It is the present that matters in sport;
the past can only provide perspective. Fear and insecurity
about surviving competition and the rigours of the gameisa
feature of modern sport. No one can complain about it. Not
even Ganguly, who is India’s most successful captain.

Chappell was appointed coach after impressing a

selection committee with his vision for Indian cricket. He is
paid to deliver on it and not to pander to egos and tantrums.
Ganguly should realise that his batting has been on the
decline for sometime, as it is wont to be with age. Laboured
centuries against the likes of Zimbabwe and Bangladesh
can’t be evidence otherwise. He needs to heed the coach
if he has to prolong his career at least as a batsman.
Politicking or pointing to past achievements is no solution
for dipping form. As for players like Harbhajan, it is best to
stick to spinning the cricket ball. Much has already been
said by the captain and coach that the r?it of the team
should keep off the controversy,




(Continued from page 1)

Rather than make a scene with
other players and officials in the
vicinity I decided to leave the
matter and observe what Sourav
would do from that point on.
After the loss of Kaif, Yuvraj and
Karthik to the new ball, Sourav
returned to the crease with the
ball now around 20 overs old. He
struggled for runs against a mod-
est attack and eventually threw
his wicket away trying to hit one
of the spinners over the leg side.

The next day I enquired with a
number of players as to what
they had thought of Sourav’s
retirement. The  universal
response was that it was ‘just
Sourav’ as they recounted a list
of times when Sourav had suf-
fered from mystery injuries that
usually disappeared as quickly as
they had come. This disturbed
me because it confirmed for me
that he was in a fragile state of
mind and that it was affecting the
mental state of other members
of the squad.

When we arrived in Bulawayo
I decided I needed to ask Sourav
if he had over-played the injury
to avoid the danger period of the
new ball as it had appeared to
me and others within the touring
party that he had protected him-
self at the expense of others. He
denied the suggestion and asked
why he would do that against
such a modest attack. I said that
he was the only one who could
answer that question.

I was so concerned about the
effect that Sourav’s actions were
having on the team that I decid-
ed I could not wait until the
selection meeting that evening to
inform him that I had serious
doubts about picking him for the
first Test.

I explained that, in my view, 1
felt we had to pick Kaif and
Yuvaj following their good form
in the one-day series and that
Sehwag, Gambhir, Laxman and
Dravid had to play. He said that
his record was better than Kaif
and Yuvraj and that they had not
proved themselves in Test crick-
et. I countered with the argu-
ment that they had to be given a
chance to prove themselves on a
consistent basis or we would
never know. I also said that their
form demanded that they be
selected now.

Sourav asked me whether 1
thought he should be captain of
the team, I said that I had serious
doubts that he was in the right
frame of mind to do it. He asked
me if I thought he should step
down. I said that it was not my
decision to make, that only he
could make that decision, but if
he did make that decision he had
to do it in the right manner or it
would have even more detrimen-
tal effects than if he didn’t stand
down. I said that now was not the
time to make the decision but
that we should discuss it at the
selection meeting to be held later
in the day.

Sourav then said that if I didn’t

SKIPPER:

' rything he does is designed

0 maximise his chance of suc-
cess and is usually detrimental

_ to someone else’s-chances.

This team has been made to be-
fearful and distrusting by the
rumour mongering and deceit

that is Sourav’s modus operandi

of divide and rule.

want him to be captain that he
would inform Rahul Dravid that
he was going to stand down. I
reiterated that it was not my
decision to make but that he
should give it due consideration
under the circumstances but not
to do it hastily. At that point
Sourav went to Rahul and the
two of them conferred -briefly
and then Sourav left the field
and entered the dressing room.
At that stage I joined the start of
the training session.

A short time later Mr
Chowdhray came onto the field
and informed me that Sourav
had told him that I did not want
him as captain and that Sourav
wanted to leave Zimbabwe if he
wasn’t playing. I then joined Mr
Chowdhray and Rahul Dravid in
the dressing room where we
agreed that this was not the out-
come that any of us wanted and
that the ramifications would not
be in the best interests of the
team.

We then spent some time with
Sourav and eventually convinced
him that he should stay on as
captain for the two Tests and
then consider his future. In my
view it was not an ideal solution
but it was better than the alter-
native of him leaving on a bad
note. I believe he has earned the
right to leave in a fitting manner.
We all agreed that this was a
matter that should stay between
us and should not, under any cir-
cumstances, be discussed with
the media.

The matter remained quiet
until the press conference after
the game when a journalist asked
Sourav if he had been asked to
step down before the Test.
Sourav replied that he had but
did not want to elaborate and

MUMBALI, Sept. 25, - Indian cricket
coach Mr Greg Chappell, who
returned from Zimbabwe along with
his managerial staff early this
morning, a day after the team,
expressed his disappointment at
the leakage of the confidential e-
mail he had sent to Board of
Control for Cricket in India president
Mr-Ranbir Singh Mahendra about
skipper Sourav Ganguly.

“I sent a private and confidential
e-mail to the president of the BCCI.
It did:not remain confidential,
though | would have preferred it to
have remained so.

At this stage, | cannot say much
on the matter. | think you {media)
get a ot excited at such
happenings. 1t is a fairly normal
thing happening in cricket. So

make an issue of it. I was then
called to the press conference
where I was asked if I knew any-
thing of Sourav being asked to
step down before the game. I
replied that a number of issues
had been raised regarding selec-
tion but as they were selection
matters I did not wish to make
any further comment.

Apart from a brief interview
on ESPN before which I empha-
sised that I did not wish to dis-
cuss this issue because it was a
selection matter. I have resisted
all other media approaches on
the matter.

Since then various reports
have surfaced that I had threat-
ened to resign. I do not know
where that rumour has come
from because 1 have spoken to
no one in regard to this because
I have no intention of resigning.
I assume that some sections of
the media, being starved of infor-
mation, have made up their own
stories.

At the completion of the Test
match [ was approached by VVS
Laxman with a complaint that
Sourav had approached him on
the eve of the Test saying that I
had told Sourav that I did not
want Laxman in the team for the
Test matches. I denied that I had
made such a remark to Sourav or
anybody else for that matters as,
on the contrary, I saw Laxman as
an integral part of the team.

He asked how Sourav could
have said what he did. I said that
the only way we could get to the
bottom of the matter was to
speak to Sourav and have him
repeat the,allegation in front of
me.

I arranged for a meeting with
the two of them that afternoon.
The meeting took place just after

6 pm in my room at the Rainbow
Hotel in Bulawayo. I told Sourav
that Laxman had come to me
complaining that Sourav had
made some comments to
Laxman prior to the Test. I asked
Sourav if he would care to repeat
the comment in my presence.
Sourav then rambled on about
how I had told him that I did not
see a place for Laxman in one
day cricket, something that I had
discussed with Sourav and the
selection panel and about which
I had spoken to Laxman at the
end of the Sri Lankan tour.

Sourav mentioned nothing
about the alleged conversation
regarding Laxman and Test
cricket even when I pushed him
on it later in the discussion. As
we had to leave for a team func-
tion we ended the conversation
without Sourav  adequately
explaining his comments to
Laxman.

Again, this is not an isolated
incident because [ have had
other players come to me regard-
ing comments that Sourav has
made to them that purports to be
comments from me to Sourav
about the particular player. In
each case the comments that
Sourav has passed on to the indi-
vidual are figment of Sourav’s
imagination. One can only
assume that he does it to
unnerve the individual who, in
each case, has been a middle
order batsman.

Sourav has missed the point of
my discussions with him on this
matter. It has tons to do with his
form than it does with his atti-
tude toward the team.
Everything he does is designed
to maximise his chance of suc-
cess and is usually detrimental to
someone else’s chances. Despite
meeting with him in Mumbai
after his reappointment as cap-
tain and speaking with him about
these matters and his reluctance
to do the preparation and train-
ing that is expected of everyone
else in the squad he continues to
set a bad example.

Greg King’s training reports
continue to show Sourav as the
person who does the least fitness
and training work based on the
criterion that has been devel-
oped by the support staff to mon-

Leak annoys Chappell

things change and sometime in
future we can talk about # the 57-
year-old Aussie said.

Mr Chappell thereafter refused to
dwell further on the subject but
confirmed that he will be attending
the review committee meet before
the ‘Group of Six’ that the BCCl has
convenéd here on Tuesday, where
the team’s performances in Sri
Lanka and Zimbabwe will be
discussed though they have been
overshadowed by the latest
controversy between coach and
caplain,

Like Ganguly, the no-nonsense
coach praised the team’s
petformance, more specifically that

of the youngsters, who perhapsin
hindsight have also been amenable
1o the new workloads and
parameters that he has been. =
setting. Those who got deserving

Gambhir, MS Dhoni, Dinesh
Karthick, Mohammed Kaif:and
Yuvraj Smgh who excelied in the
One-Day Internationals.

Mr Chappell felt that the

conventional Gambhir was quite - -

organised but aiso had the ability to
hit boundaries, and not tog
flamboyant like Sehwag, whom hs
was hoping to groom into an rmpact
player.

“They form a good combination

will deverop together, N
stated,

fielding was a concern excepton-, _
the last day of the second '

itor the work\load of all the play-
ers. \

We have also developed a set
of parameters for batting, bowl-
ing, fielding and captaincy that
we believe embodies the
‘Commitment to Excellence’
theme that I espoused at my
interview and Sourav falls well
below the acceptable level in all
areas. I will be pleased to present
this documentation when I meet
with the special committee in
Mumbai later this month.

1 can assure you, sir, that all my
actions in this matter, and all
others since my appointment,
have been with the one aim of
improving the team performance
toward developing a team that
represent India with distinction
in Test match and one day crick- |
et. :

As I said to you during our
meeting in Colombo, I have seri-
ous reservations about the atti-
tude of some players and about
Sourav and his ability to take this
team to a new high, and none of
the things he has done since his
reappointment has caused me to
change my view. In fact, it has
only served to confirm that it is
time for him to move on and let
someone else build their team
toward the 2007 World Cup.

This team has been made to be
fearful and distrusting by the
rumour mongering and deceit
that is Sourav’s modus operandi
of divide and rule. Certain play-
ers have been treated with
favour, all of them bowlers, while
others have been shunted up and
down the order or left out of the
team to suit Sourav’s whims.
John Wright obviously allowed
this to go on to the detriment of
the team. I am not prepared to
sit back and allow this to contin-
ue or we will get the same results
we have been seeing for some
time now.

It is time that all players were
treated with fairness and equity
and that good behaviour and
attitude were rewarded at the
selection table rather than pun-
ished.

I can assure you of my very
best intentions.

Yours sincerely,
Greg Chappell MBB

as they play in dome:
fournaments, foo. F

performance in Z

mention were Irfan Pathan, Gautam s joas 0 the tn-senes ﬁnai whtda

he attribated 1o a failure to seize me
chances on offer. He did not think

when a iew chances were ;
‘Minimum standards waﬁ haveiw
be maintained, the coach st
He also expected the yaungstersito

_push the older players, with a view

fowards building an oplimum
combination for the 2007 World -
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‘Banknotes passed fh’fbugh car windows’ i Spies lived in Delhi as journalists iK

CPI leader ‘provided receipts’ for KGB money

N the early 1970s, the

KGB presence in India be-

came one of the largest in

the world outside the So-
viet bloc. Indira Gandhi placed
no limit on the number of So-
viet diplomats and trade offi-
cials, thus allowing the KGB
and GRU [Soviet Military Intel-
ligence] as many cover posi-
tions as they wished. Nor, like
many other states, did India
object to admitting Soviet in-
telligence officers who had
been expelled by less hos-
pitable regimes.

The expansion of KGB opera-
tions in the Indian subcontinent
(and first and foremost in In-
dia) during the early 1970s led
the FCD [First Chief Direc-
torate, the KGB’s foreign intel-
ligence wing] to create a new
department.

Hitherto operations in India,
as in the rest of non-Communist
South and Southeast Asia, had
been the responsibility of the
Seventh Department. In 1974
the newly founded Seventeenth
Department was given charge of
the Indian subcontinent.

Oleg Kalugin, who became
head of FCD Directorate K
(Counter-intelligence) in 1973,
remembers ... “We had scores of
sources throughout the Indian
government — in intetligence,
counter-intelligence, the De-
fence and Foreign Ministries,
and the police.”

In 1978 Directorate K, whose
responsibilities included the
penetration of foreign intelli-
gence and security agencies, was
running, through Line KR
[counter-intelligence depart-
ment in a KGB residency] in the
Indian residencies, over 30
agents — 10 of whom were In-

AWM

P = o)

dian intelligence officers.
Kalugin recalls one occasion
on which [Yuri] Andropov [KGB
chairman, 1967-82, later Soviet
president] personally turned
down an offer from™an Indian
minister to provide information
in return for $ 50,000 on the

Exclusive
EXTRACTS

The Mitrokhin Archive lI:
The KGB and the World

By Christopher Andrew and
Vasili Mitrokhin

Allen Lane/Penguin UK

Distributed in India by
Penguin Books

“““ : the two chapters on India
should be seen in the contextof
the project as a whols "

ing almost 60 chapters
grounds that the KGB was al-
ready well supplied with material

LT

from the Indian Foreign and De-
fence Ministries: “It seemed like
the entire country was for sale;
the KGB — and the CIA — had
deeply penetrated the Indian
government. After a while nei-
ther side entrusted sensitive in-
formation to the Indians, realis-
ing their enemy would know all
about it the next day.”

The KGB, in Kalugin’s view,
was more successful than the
CIA, partly because of its skill in
exploiting the corruption which
became endemic under Indira
Gandhi’s regime ...

HOUGH there were some

complaints from the CPI
leadership at the use of Soviet
funds to support Mrs Gandhi and
Congress (R), covert funding for
the CPI seems to have been un-
affected.

By 1972 the import-export
business founded by the CPI a
decade earlier to trade with the
Soviet Union had contributed
more than Rs 10 million to Party
funds. Other secret subsidies, to-
talling at least Rs 1.5 million, had
gone to state Communist parties,
individuals and media associated
with the CPL

The funds which were sent
from Moscow to party headquar-
ters via the KGB were larger still.
In the first six months of 1975
alone they amounted to over Rs
2.5 million.

In the mid-1970s Soviet
funds for the CPl were passed by
operations officers of the New
Delhi main residency to a senior
member of the Party’s National
Council codenamed BANKIR at
a number of different locations.
The simplest transfers of funds
occurred when KGB officers un-
der diplomatic cover had a pre-

text to visit BANKIR's office, such
as his briefings for visiting press
delegations from the Soviet bloc.

Other arrangements, how-
ever, were much more complex.
One file noted by Mitrokhin
records a fishing expedition to a
lake not far from Delhi arranged
to provide cover for a transfer of
funds to BANKIR. [Leonid] She-
barshin [of the KGB’s New Delhi
residency} and two operations
officers from the main residency
left the embassy at 6.30 am, ar-
rived at about 8 am, and spent
two and half hours fishing.

At 10.30 am they left the lake
and headed to an agreed ren-
dezvous point with BANKIR,
making visual contact with his
car at 11.15. As the residency car
overtook his on a section of the
road which could not be ob-
served from either side, packages
of banknotes were passed
through the open window of
BANKIR’s car.

[C.] Rajeshwar Rao, general
secretary of the CPI from 1964 to
1990, subsequently provided re-

ceipts for the sums received. Fur-

ther substantial
sums went to the
Communist-led
All-India Con-
gress of Trade
Unions, headed
by S.A. Dange.

NDIA under

Indira Gandhi
was also proba-
bly the arena for
more KGB active
measures than
anywhere else in the world,
though their significance ap-
pears to have been considerably
exaggerated by the Centre [the
FCD’s HQ], which overesti-

mated its ability
to manipulate In-
dian opinion.
According to
KGB files, by 1973
it had 10 Indian
newspapers on its
payroll  (which
cannot be identi-
fied for legal rea-
3 : sons) as well as a
press agency under its “control”.
During 1972 the KGB claimed to
have planted 3,789 articles in In-
dian newspapers — probably
more than in any other country

KGB men in Cold War Delhl: Viktor Cherkashin (above,
white shirt) and (leff) paymaster Leonid Shebarshin

in the non-Communist world.
According to its files, the number
fell to 2,760 in 1973 but rose to
4,486 in 1974 and 5,510 in
1975.

In some major NATO coun-
tries, despite active-measures
campaigns, the KGB was able
to plant little more than one
per cent of the articles which it
placed in the Indian press.

Among the KGB's leading
confidential contacts in the
press was one of [ndia’s most in-
fluential journalists, codenamed
NOK. Recruited as a confiden-

(GB feared Indians would seu muornnation to C1A

tial contact in 1976 by A.A.
Arkhipov, NOK was. subse-
quently handled by two Line PR
[political intelligence depart-
ment in a KGB residency] offi-
cers operating under journalis-

tic cover: first A.I. Khachaturian,

officially a Trud correspondent,
then V.N. Cherepakhin of the
Novosti news agency.

NOK’s file records that he
published material favourable to
the Soviet Union and provided
information on the entourage of
Indira Gandhi. Contact with him
ceased in 1980 as a result of his
deteriorating health ...

HE KGB was also confident
of its ability to organise
mass demonstrations in Delhi
and other major cities. In 1969,
for example, Andropov in-
formed the Politburo, “The KGB
residency in India has the op-
portunity to organise a protest
demonstration of up to 20,000
Muslims in front of the US em-
bassy in India. The cost of the
demonstration would be Rs
5,000 and would be covered in
the ... budget for special tasks in
India. I request consideration.”
[Leonid] Brezhnev  wrote
“pgreed” on Andropov’s request.
In April 1971, two months af-
ter Mrs Gandhi’s landslide elec-
tion victory, the Politburo ap-
proved the establishment of a
secret fund of 2.5 million con-
vertible rubles (codenamed
DEPO) to fund active-measures
operations in India over the next
four years.

During that period KGB re-
ports from New Delhi claimed,
on slender evidence, to have as-
sisted the success of Congress (R)
in elections to state assemblies.

Concluded

1




Buwt'Greg Chappell ain’t looking to call the plumber yet. He threw light
on some of his wards performances in Zimbabwe

Times News NETWORK

It may have been an eventful and
historic tour to Zimbabwe, yet the
smile on his face refused to go away.
Appearing calm and composed, Indi-
an cricket coach Greg Chappell land-
ed in Mumbai early on Sunday
morning.

He appeared prepared for any
eventuality He also was game to
crack a joke on himself and made
light of some difficult queries.

“How much time have we got?”
Chappell joked while assessing the
role played by both bio-mechanist

IS IT TIME TO PACK HIS BAGS: Greg Chappell after arriving in

“ How much time have me and
lan Frazer got to improve Indian

cricket "’

—Greg chappell on arrival in Mumbai

Ian Frazer and him in a short time.
As he warmed up after playing an
array of half-volleys, Chappell then
faced the ‘e-bouncer’. But as in his
playing days he was sure with his
footwork. Going back, he just pulled
it with ease.”I think you (media) get

vart of the

Bangalore on Sunday

very excited when such things
happen.”

And added quickly that he can-
not say much on the matter.

“I sent a private and confidential
e-mail to the president of BCCI. It
did not remain confidential though
Iwould have preferred it to have re-
mained so. It is a normal occur-
rence in cricket. Things change and
sometime in the future we can talk
about it.” He was reluctant to speak
about the e-mail controversy, but he
wasn’t shy to voice his opinion on
his players. Here is what he had to
say about his wards

THE TIMES ~p 'ND1a
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While most Indian cricket lovers want Sourav Ganguly out a
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ptain and probably out of the squad too, the BCCI gave him a

clean chit and exonerated him from all the charges that coach Greg Chappell levelled against him

PUBLIC DEMAND: A cricket fan holds a poster with Ganguly's face (above) blackened as a protest against his
captaincy, in New Delhi, on Tuesday. A kite maker shows off one of his creations. Surprise, Surprise. The words

inscribed on it were uncomplimentary too

Liverpool take on Chelsea in the
Champions League.The Blues are
favourites. But the Reds have
home advantage

| 1:2.20)forwi

‘I.Ivemool‘ 1:3 ’Forwin

By Avijit Ghosh/TNN

New Delhi: For millions, it’s the new, red
hot prime time soap. Laced with emo-
tions such as fear and anxiety and filled
with acts of deceit and skull-duggery, the
Ganguly-Chappell row has become the
nation’s unending talking point. And top
psychiatrists believe that absence of
emotional sensitivity, rise of insecurities
caused by failure and inability to look at
the problem in a proper cultural context
are some of the key ingredients driving
the discord.

These psychiatrists point out that the
cricket crisis, which took on a new di-
mension after contents of Chappell’s
scathing anti-Ganguly e-mail to the BCCI
was leaked out, needs to be viewed in the
context of the entire team going through
a long, rough patch. Since India’s tri-

centerbet.com

THE LONG AND SHOT OF IT

After winning the IAAF world athletics
final in Monaco recently Adam Neison
shares top spot with Joachim Olsen in

the Shot Put category umph over Pakistan in March, 2004, the
Player - Country _ Points team has not done well against the bigger
Joachim Olsen- Den 1332 sides. Several players, including Gangu-
1y, have performed sub-par.
Adam Nelson UsA 1332, Anybody who's going through a period
Reese Hoffa USA 1318 of uncertainty, says consultant psychia-
Christian Cantwell USA 1310 trist Avdesh Sharma, is on shaky ground.
“He would be sensitive to what is being
Ralf Bartel.s et 1233 said and would have a tendency to take
Rutger Smith Ned 1274 things personally, Ganguly’s reaction to
John Godina USA 1274 what Chappell had told him is indicative
Yuriy Bilonog Ukt 1755 of ,Iflﬁat mlndtsegl’ ’ ool that understand
N e experts also feel that understand-
A"_dre{M'kh"ewc" ar 128 ing a region’s cultural sensitivity is im-
Mikula$ Konopka Sk.......... 1233 portant for a foreign coach. In the Indian

subcontinent context, relationships mat-

‘Insecurity, lack of
sensitivity fuelled row’

ter. In Europe, performance is more val-
ued. “The coach could have handled the

‘issue in a cultural-viable form with more

emotional sensitivity,” says Sharma.

Praticising psychiatrist Jitendra Nag-
pal says that altercations between two in-
dividuals are unavoidable in the redefin-
ing of certain contextual changes. “Con-
flict is a natural part of any reorganisa-
tion process,” he says. In this backdrop,
Sharma says that a solution can emerge
if both Chappell and Ganguly work to-
gether for a higher goal. “Then their own
differences and insecurities will become
insignificant,” he says. “They can create
a common plan of action, a joint mission
for the Indian team.”

Ganguly and Chappell have known
each other for some time now. When the
Bengal left-hander went through a bat-
ting slump in 2003, he flew Down Under
to the former Australian captain for ad-
vice. The truth, though, is that the rela-
tionship entered a brand new phase once
Chappell became coach.

Psychiatrist Sharma believes that the
interpretation of what one says to anoth-
er person depends on the quality and the
history of the relationship. “And since
Chappell doesn’t have a history of rela-
tionship with these players, he is being
interpreted differently than Wright.”

Another eminent shrink believes John
T Kennedy’s observation on the Cold War
can be a solution.“Let’s not negotiate out
of fear, but let us not fear to negotiate,”
Kennedy had said.

The resentment against the Indian captain wasn’t just restricted to the North of the country. Down in Bangalore, a young

Sydney: Under-fire India coach Greg Chappell has been
damned as a poor manager during his five-year stint at the
South Australian (SA) state side. The former Australia
captain is embroiled in a power struggle with Sourav Gan-
guly after an e-mail he wrote criticising the India captain

became public.

“Greg Chappell’s a fantastic individual skills and bat-
ting coach, but he was a poor coach when it came to look-
ing after a group of people,” Paul Wilson said on Tuesday.
Wilson, who played one Test for Australia in 1998 against
India as well as 11 One-day Internationals, said in five sea-
sons in South Australia the team never finished higher

than fourth in the Sheffield Shield.

“When he was with SA a lot of guys fell by the wayside,

cricket fan shows what he thinks of him

South Australia.

] 3 wn
TIME FOR THE BIG FIGHT: Sourav Ganguly {left) is
surrounded by mediapersons as he makes his way to a city
hotel to attend the Review Committee meeting on Tuesday.
Meanwhile coach Greg Chappell (top), knew that the
meeting wouldn’t be a bed of roses, but just in case he
expected it, a fan at Mumbai airport ensured that
he was well-equipped

Chappell draws criticism in Australia too

Greg didn’t seem to worry himself with a lot of the guys
and they really didn’t feel led,” Wilson said. “It’s only now
under Wayne Phillips that the lost ground is being recov-
ered.”Wilson claimed Chappell did not nurture talent at

“No real batting talent came through and I don’t think

failed.”

he looked hard enough within his own squad or within the
state for the players that could have improved,” Wilson
said.“His opinion seemed to form pretty quickly that this
group is not responding so we'll have to look elsewhere, so
they searched for interstate players and by and large they

And he said Chappell’s Indian appointment came as a

surprise but he wished himwell agencies.

Supreme Court fixes
Oct 3 date for hearing

The Supreme Court on Tuesday
fixed October 3 for hearing a petition
filed by the cricket associations of Ra-
jasthan and Bihar and the Netaji
Cricket Club of Tamil Nadu, chal-
lenging the Kolkata High Court order
which stayed the appointment of two
former Chief Justices as observers
for the elections to the Board Of Con-
trol for Cricket in India (BCCI).

A Bench, comprising Chief Justice
R C Lahoti, Justice G P Mathur and
Justice P K Balasubramaniam, de-
clined to give the petitioners an early
hearing as sought by them.

“Tt is only a fight of ego,” the Bench
observed. The petitioners had sought
a directive for holding the elections,
which has run into a controversy, be-
fore September 30.

E-mail leak could be
deliberate: Pawar

Joining the war of words on Greg
Chappell’s e-mail to the Board Of Con-
trol for Cricket in India (BCCI), union
agriculture minister Sharad Pawar, a
front runner for the BCCI president’s
post, on Tuesday claimed that the mes-
sage could have been “deliberately
leaked” to divert attention from the ac-
rimonious Annual General Meeting in
Kolkata. “It could be a deliberate at-
tempt. But I have no authentic report,”
Pawar said in New Delhi. The report of
Chappell’s e-mail coincided with the
Board’s acrimonious AGM which was
ultimately postponed for two months
amidst indications that a compromise
had been worked out. But Pawar said
he neither announced he was contest-
ing the elections nor has he said he has
withdrawn.

SMG attends meet
despite problems

The uncertainty over former India
captain Sunil Gavaskar attending
Tuesday’s meeting of BCCI ended af-
ter the cricket legend decided to take
part in it despite his father's sudden
illness and hospitalisation at Pune.

“Gavaskar will be attending the
meeting,” a source close to Gavaskar,
one of the six members of the BCCI
Review Committee, said.

Earlier, Gavaskar's attendance in
the meeting was uncertain because of
his tight schedule as he was to board
a flight to Australia late in the
evening after visiting his ailing fa-
ther in Pune, who was hospitalised on
Monday. The source had said
Gavaskar would attend the meeting if
he succeeds in changing his travel
plans.
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Ganguly should quit to

) L s

end row, says Dungarpur

#lames Dalmiya For Leawing Greg's e-Mail io Media

leak to the media of the confiden-
tial e-mail of Chappell from Zim-
babwe, in which he had levelled se-
rious charges against Ganguly.
“The leak was to a Bengali pa-

Mumbai: A day before the review
committee meeting
of the Cricket
Board here, former
BCCI president Raj
Singh Dungarpur
asked for captain
Sourav Ganguly’s
head to help solve
the raging controversy engulfing
the game in the country.

Slamming both Ganguly and
former board chief Jagmohan
Dalmiya, who is a member of the
review committee, Dungarpur
said the only way out was for Gan-
guly to “put in his papers” and al-
low coach Greg Chappell to con-
tinue his task of taking Indian
cricket forward.

“It’s painful for me to criticise
an Indian captain, but I feel in this
situation it’s Ganguly who should
quit. But I know this is not going
to happen as he’s been protected
right through his tenure by anoth-
er person from Kolkata, Dalmiya,”
Dungarpur told a press conference
here on Monday. Dungarpur also
accused Dalmiya for being direct-
ly or indirectly responsible for the

THE TN

A boy holds a cutout of Ganguly as
cricket fans shout slogans against
him during a protest rally in
Bangalore on Monday

per and only two men (to whom
the mail was sent) knew the lingua
franca. One was Dalmiya and the
other was (board’s joint secretary)

e ™ '!“'\ A‘

;,’,t S} CA

Gautam Dasgupta who would not
have done anything without the

former’s knowledge,” the former
national selection committee
chairman said.

“Board president Ranbir Singh
has to come clean on what is turn-
ing out to he a cheap soap opera.
He has to answer as to how a copy
of such a sensitive e-mail was sent
to Mr Dalmiya,” queried Dun-
garpur. Dungarpur also said that
as per his knowledge, Chappell
had been asked to send a report
via e-mail not only to the board
president Mahendra and secretary
but also to the selection committee
chairman Kiran More and
Dalmiya, among others.

“I shudder to imagine how such
a sensitive report was marked to
all and sundry. The entire exercise
is nothing but to save cne man,
Sourav Ganguly,” he said adding
that it was also done to give credit
for that to Dalmiya. Explaining
why Dalmiya cannot even afford to
mildly admonish Ganguly, he said
that any such action on the for-
mer’s part would not go well in
Kolkata where he lives. agencies
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/Patch-up,

LOKENDRA PRATAP SAHI

. Calcutta, Sept. 26: The
Board of Control for Crick-
et in India will work to-
wards effecting a “gen-
uine” patch-up between
Sourav Ganguly and Greg
Chappell.

However, the BCCI may
terminate the coach’s con-
tract and also direct the selec-
tors to drop Sourav as captain
if it’s convinced their rela-
tionship is “beyond repair”
and the dressing room spirit
has gone for a six.

Even if a patch-up materi-
alises, Chappell could be “re-
buked” for exceeding his brief
and Sourav given a slap on his
wrists for his conduct during
the controversial media con-
ference in Bulawayo.

Just who is the boss is
something that’s obviously
going to be addressed.

“Our priority is to ensure
that the image of Indian crick-
et doesn’t suffer any more. Yet,
if the divide can’t be bridged,
the option of removing both is
bound to be considered. It’s
also possible only one could be
done away with,” a well-placed
source told The Telegraph on
the eve of the review meeting
in Mumbai.

The source added: “Much,
of course, will depend on how
the captain gnd coach put for-
ward their-views on Tués-
day.... The contents of Chap-
pell’s e-mail (to the BCCI) are
known, let’s see what Sourav
hastosay..”

When scheduled, the re-
view — featuring three offi-
cials (Jagmohan Dalmiya,
Ranbir Singh Mahendra and
S.K. Nair) and three former
captains (Srinivas Venka-

eSept. 15: Sourav reveals he was a
eve of the Bulawayo Test. No names but alt fingers point to Chappell

eSept. 16: Cricket establishment scrambies to douse fire

po ”

()

B step down on the

eSept. 18: Murmurs that some players have ‘adjustment’ problems

with the coach’s style

eSept. 19: Chappell issues truce statement. Says he wanted

oSept. 2

focus on fitness

eSept. 26: Sourav-baiter Dungarpur demands captain’s /
scalp on eve of Mumbai meet

to ‘motivate’ the captain and has ‘great respect’ for Sourav

20-23: Board busy with election politics

eSept. 23: Chappell's e-mail to board leaks. E-mail brands captain
unfit, accuses him of dividing team. Stunned board says Mumbai
meeting will discuss issue on Tuesday
e#Sept. 24: Sourav returns home. Says he will respond
& but only before the board
eSept. 25: Harbhajan backs Sourav, charges

coach with spreading fear and trying to cause
rift in team. Chappell returns, seeks to keep

traghavan, Sunil Gavaskar
and Ravi Shastri) — was to
have focused on the season
thus far.

The Sourav-Chappell row,
though, has upstaged the
agenda. Both are to be present
(the coach would have been, in
any case) as also Amitabh
Choudhary, manager on the
Zimbabwe tour.

Till late tonight, it was un-
clear whether the review
panel is going to take a deci-

sion on the biggest controver-
sy since the 2000 match-fixing
scandal or make a recommen-
dation — perhaps to the-work-
ing committee. .

Even a recommendation
will carry more than mere
weight and the role of the for-
mer captains is going to be
“watched”.

As of now, one supports
Souray, the other Chappell.
The third seems neutral.

Sourav, meanwhile, is

PITCHED
attle

ready to counter the allega-
tions made by Chappell. He
lost his maternal grandfather
early today and couldn’t be
contacted, but a confidant said
he “isn’t afraid” of the conse-
quences of tearing into the
coach.

Harbhajan Singh certainly
wasn’t yesterday.

“The e-mail has destroyed
him (Sourav), but he’s deter-
mined to give it back as well as
he can.... You could say he’s

ready for what may even be his
last battle.... Surely, Chap-
pell's e-mail can’t be the
last word,” the conﬁdant
observed.

Indeed, the e-mail could
boomerang, particularly the
bit about the three-dayer in
Mutare when Sourav came off
for treatment of his right
elbow before resuming and
scoring 46.

That portion reads: “The
next day I enquired of a num-

DN G

or else exit of both

r\'\f‘

o K

Was not keen
on Chappell s

_SIX WISE MEN |

Known to
hold views
not favouring

S.K. Nair is.also on the
committee, %nuld g9,

ber of players as to what they
had thought of Sourav’s re-
tirement. The universal re-
sponse was...”

Chappell accused Sourav
of dividing the team, bt he
himself was divisive. And,
should a coach go around seek-
ing an opinion on the captain,
thereby belittling him?

Intriguingly, Chappell
didn’t mark a copy of his
e-mail to Choudhary, he
simply informed him after it

was sent.

Given that the e-mail runs
into thousands of words,
somebody has to ask whether
the coach was preparing for
the second and final Test
(Harare) or trying to finish
Sourav’s career.

The e-mail, as is known,
was sent before the fake patch-
up in Harare. Even a “gen-
uine” one will need very spe-
cial adhesive.

i See Sport



AS HE FAKING?

Ooh, aah, ouch is Dada’s favourite mantra, says Chappell. When the wicket’s green, Sourav’s not keen, when th_e cherry’s
new, he says phew! Take a look at Tests Ganguly has missed since he became skipper and form your own opinion

BCCI petition in SC: The
Cricket Associations Of Ra-
jasthan and Bihar besides the
Netaji Cricket Club of Tamil Nadu
filed a petition in the Supreme
Court on Monday, challenging

i the removal of two chief justices
of India as observers to the BCCI
elections. The petition also
sought that the elections to the
sports body be held before Sep-
tember 30. The petition, men-
tioned by advocate Ankur
Chawla and headed by justice
YK Sabharwal, also sought a
special leave petition against the
Kolkata High Court order which
was permitted.

Manchester United start as clear

favourites when they take on Portuguese
side Benfica in the Champions League

Manchester Utd |1;1,28lForwin

Bonfica l 1800‘ For win

Ifs and butéin the
“mother of all fights

By Jaideep Ghosh/TNN

New Delhi: At the end of it all, the divide
is among those who can run, and those
who can’t. Greg Chappell is a hard
‘taskmaster and all the players are groan-
ing under the pressure of the new physi-
cal regime.
Sourav Ganguly was never the best of
athletes, and obviously he finds this tran-
sition all too sudden. And being obsti-

nate, he refused to give ground. Chappell,

equally firm, refused to stand down.

So we had the mother of all fights.

But to think that Ganguly is the only
one under the cosh is stupid. At least five
to six top cricketers will stop being top
cricketers if this fitness regime contin-
ues for long.

The Board of Control for Cricket in In-
dia, with the TV rights still to sort out,
cannot afford to have their top players ly-
ing around, groaning, when the game be-
gins again.

In this backdrop, we discuss four sce-
narios, but only the first one seems real-
istic at the moment.

Ideal situation for BCCI, which spe-
cialises in deals. Chappell and Ganguly
will act out the “all is forgiven” drama to
the T, but the calm will be uneasy. Chap-
pell will be told to formulate a training
regime that will not tax our boys, one that
does not leave the cricketers wishing that
the Australian would go.

So, don’t be surprised if Chappell is
told to chill, Ganguly is told to at least try
to do some stretching.

However, they’ll both be under pres-
sure all the time, and consequently so
will the rest of the team.

__If both Ganguly and Chappell go

Funnily enough, this is something that
many players would want. Whatever the
sound bytes are about Dada’s popularity,
there’s no doubt that he has gotten under
the skin of several, and many would
prefer

Rahul Dravid as captain, simply be-
cause he is easier to deal with, and defi-
nitely has better man management skills.
Chappell, on his part, has made things re-
ally hard for the less fit players, and has
gone on record saying that those who
can’t handle the new regime, will fall on
the wayside. That would make him really
popular!!

"W Chappell stays and Ganguly goes

Easier on field, probably, for the play-
ers. Several of these characters would be
happy that they don’t get yelled at in pub-
lic. But whether they will be able to deal
with the opposition as aggressively as
now remains to be seen.

Also, with Dravid, or possibly even
Sachin Tendulkar in command, at least
some new ideas will be evident and that
can’t be too bad considering the dol-
drums the team finds itself now.

But things off the field will not im-
prove, since ole Greg will still crack the
whip, though the captain might be able to
communicate better with him,

But an interesting footnote to this. In
the backdrop of the BCCI elections, the
only man Jagmohan Dalmiya can get rid
of without losing any votes is Ganguly.
Since the East Zone votes are already in
his pocket, making Dravid or Tendulkar
skipper may tilt some of the West or
South Zone fringe votes in his favour. If
we have an election, that is.

_If Ganguly stays and Chappell goes

We might never have another foreign
coach. That would make our former
cricketers happier, since they would be
back in demand. Ganguly won’t have any

" ego clashes, the team will do their exer-
. cises as they want to.

. Some senior players may seriously con-
template retirement, or grudgingly play
under Ganguly.

On-field performances, however, will
continue to be erratic. But then, they are
not so great even with Chappell around.
And anyway, who said the game always
top proirity in India?

. | October 16th, 2003 “ March 28th, 2004 0 April 5th. 2004 ” October 26th , 2004 “ November 3rd, 2004

g india vs New Zealand at Mohali india vs Pakistan at Multan india vs Pakistan at Lahore India vs Australia at Nagpur india vs Australia in Mumbai
The WICKET| Featherbed WICKET: Green-tinged track The WICKET: Conducive for batting The WICKET| Green; Visitors termed it “Australian” The WICKET | Dry, favouring spinners
The ATTACK | Darryl Tuffey, lan Butler, Scott Styris, The ATTACK Shoaib Akhtar, Mohammad Sami, The ATTACK Shoaib Akhtar, Mohammad Sami, The ATTACK| Glenn McGrath, Jason Gillespie, The ATTACK| Glenn McGrath, Jason Gillespie,

Daniel Veiton Shabbir Ahmed, Abdul Razzag, Umar Gul, Danish Kaneria Michael Kasprowicz, Shane Wame Michael Kasprowicz, Nathan Hauriz
The REASON | Back Injury / ) Saglain Mushtaq The RFASON: Flew to India for back treatment _| The REASON Troublesome hip joint The REASON | Hip injury
The RESULT| Match drawn L The REASON | Back Injury The RESULT | Pakistan won by 8 wickets . | The RESULT| India fost by 342 runs The RESULT| India won by 13 runs
The RESULT/ India won by innings & 52 runs ‘ : P

ODI series.

er shaped up well.

(first Test venue).

Sourav didn’t miss
training sessions:
Manager and physio

TiMes NEws NETWORK & AGENCIES

Mumbai: Indian team manager Amitabh Choudhary
has said captain Sourav Ganguly did not skip practice
sessions on the tour of Zimbabwe as is being alleged by
coach Greg Chappell.

“No he did not miss training sessions. The team was
always together and all players participated in train-
ing and practice (sessions),” said Choudhary.

The bigger accusation from Chappell came on the el-
bow injury that Ganguly reportedly suffered during
the three-day game in Mutare.

Chappell charged that Ganguly faked the injury and
tried to avoid going in for tests.

Supporting manager’s comments was Indian team
physio John Gloster who claimed that Ganguly was
suffering from an elbow injury during the Triangular

Saying that Ganguly was feeling the strain even dur-
ing the one-day games, Gloster informed that elbow lat-

“He did not get hit, but there was pain on the elbow
for some time. Sourav even felt the strain during the
-one-day games. When he came off at Mutare I checked
him and he felt the pain. - .

Finally after some time, I checked again and foun
him to be fine,” said Gloster.

On his part manager Choudhary informed that there
was no MRI scan facility in either Mutare or Bulawayo

“There was no MRI facility in Mutare and Bulawayo
as well. In Bulawayo we tried to go for the tests and I
spoke to the physio about it but he said there was no
need to go for the test and that if needed they would go
for it later;” said Gloster.

Time for tough questions
Chappell, Ganguly To Appear Before Review Panel Today

Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: The Board of Control for
Cricket In India’s (BCCI) Review
Committee will have its hands full on
Tuesday, when it deals with the one of
the most sensitive issues affecting the
national team — the nervous ways of
the captain Sourav Ganguly and his
attempts to “divide and rule” and
coach Greg Chappell’s disgust on his
approach. -

There would be no stand-off as
such as the two would appear sepa-
rately before the Review Committee
of the BCCI comprising President
Ranbir Singh Mahendra, Jagmohan
Dalmiya and former cricketers Sunil
Gavaskar, S Venkataraghavan and
Ravi Shastri.

Ganguly, who lost his grandfather
on Monday, is expected to arrive in
time for the meeting.

The contents of Chappell’s e-mail
to BCCI in which he has levelled var-
ious charges will come in for scrutiny.

In the details of the e-mail available
to the media, Chappell has said that
Ganguly was struggling as a player
and that it was affecting his ability to
lead the team effectively and that the
pressure of captaincy was affecting
his ability to play to his potential.

“I told him that his state of mind
was fragile and it showed in the way
that he made decisions on and off the
field in relation to the team, especial-
ly team selection,” Chappell had said.

Although the six allegations,. in-
cluding the charge that Ganguly was
physically and mentally unfit to lead
the team, have been doing the rounds
for the last three days, the context in
which these charges were made by
Chappell make it more damaging.

Chappell has written in detail
about the “modus operandi” of the
skipper and how it was ruining the
other players. He also did not not
spare his predecessor John Wright
accusing him of allowing all this to go
on “to the detriment of the team”.
While stating categorically that at no

stage did he ask Ganguly to step down
from captaincy or threatened to re-
sign as Indian team coach, Chappell
said the time had come for Ganguly to
step down and let someone else lead
the team towards the World Cup.

“This team has been made to be
fearful and distrusting by the rumour
mongering and deceit that is Sourav’s
modus operandi of divide and rule.
Certain players have been treated
with favour, all of them bowlers,
while others have been shunted up
and down the order or left out of the
team to suit Sourav’s whims,” the
coach has written in the letter.

“John Wright obviously allowed
this to go on to the detriment of the
team. I am not prepared to sit back
and allow this to continue or we will
get the same results we have been see-
ing for some time now,” Chappell
wrote.

“It is time that all players were
treated with fairness and equity and
that good behaviours and attitudes
are rewarded at the selection table
rather than punished,” he said.

Prior to the e-mail being leaked,
Ganguly had hinted to the media of
suggestions being made to him that
he consider stepping down, before the
second Test against Zimbabwe at the
Harare Sports Club.

ON THE AGENDA

#§* indian team’s performance
since the Sri Lanka tour
Disciplinary issues in the
team
Performance of the support
staff
Try and resolve the
Ganguly-Chappell spat -

An amicable solution to the problems between Sourav Ganguly (left) and
Greg Chappell will be uppermost in the minds of the Review Committee
members when they meet in Mumbai on Tuesday
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In a few hours, five wise men will review the tracas in Mumbai
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he can

HILE ACCEPTING

that change is the

best way to move

forward and in an

Indian context, the

sooner it is done the better for all,
the manner in which the whole
coach-captain drama has unfolded
leaves a terrible taste in the mouth
and an uneasy feeling in the mind.
For too long have we dithered
over whether we should carry on
with Sourav Ganguly as captain or
not. We have played musical chairs
between him and Rahul Dravid
and when the opportunity offered
itself, we went back to Ganguly

. without questioning whether the

man has anything new to offer to
Indian cricket.

When Greg Chappell, an out-
standing player but an unproven
coach, joined the Indian team, ex-
pectations were raised to the skies.
Did anyone seriously think about
what we were getting into? When
you appoint a man of Chappell’s
stature it is obvious that he would
want complete control of the team.
The man’s stakes are high and he
wouldn’t want to fail.

He raised those stakes even
higher by allowing himself to be
splashed all over the papers and
the television channels. Indian
cricket, it appeared, had discov-
ered a messiah.

As Chappell went into the nitty-
gritty of his job he must have dis-
covered many uncomfortable
facts. Facts that we all know but
somehow close our eyes to. De-

THL HIDUSTAN TIMES

Ravi Shastri

MEMBERS OF THE Ju

S Venkatraghavan

% W
Pradeep Magazm

spite John Wright’s best efforts,
this team, once it started losing,
was no longer a fighting, disci-
plined lot. Ageing stars, the in-
jury to Sachin Tendulkar, Gangu-
ly’s lack of form and his own in-
security and the star-status which
some of the players expect to be
accorded, do not augur well for
any team.

Chappell must have seen that
the signs are ominous and he need-
ed to act, for he has a reputation as
a player to protect and has to make
a name for himself as a coach, as
his past record is not very good.

He was coach of the South Aus-
tralia side for five years. His side
finished fourth among six teams
four times and last once. This was
a side that had won the champi-
onship before he had joined them
as coach. This is not a track record
that would inspire much confi-
dence.

But coaching a national side isa
different ball game and by all ac-
counts, he appears to beaman in a
hurry. He has created a lot of un-
ease and even insecurity in the
team and has made clear that he
won’t tolerate star-tantrums. His
training methods are harsh and
most players would be finding it
hard to cope with his style of func-
tioning.

Jagmohan Dalmlya

Ranhir $ Mahendra

has to show

W‘" "3, vy ﬂ “)‘/\\

order

The problem one finds here is
that instead of inspiring the team
and taking them into confidence,
he seems to be treating them like
school kids and has created a situ-
ation of him versus the others.

His e-mail, and the leak hasn’t
helped, shows him to be either a
completely honest man or some-
one who cannot tolerate dissent
and wants to rule with an iron
hand. He has been almost abusive
towards the Indian captain at
times and the mail, which he has
signed off as Greg Chappell, MBE
(Member of the British Empire),
smacks of a man with a dictatorial
streak.

All this may appear fine at the
moment to those who find every-
thing wrong with Indian cricket,
but spare a thought for the players.
Even those who would like to be
part of his vision for Indian crick-
et may find his methods that have
created deep divisions in the team,
untenable. Dravid, the heir appar-
ent, will now be hoping that he
should not get the captaincy im-
mediately, as he would have to sort
out a messy situation.

That is where the danger lies.
After having created chaos and
panic in the team, Mr Chappell
may believe he can create an order
out of it. But is he capable of doing
that? If the review committee be-
lieves so after listening to both
sides of the story, then there is
only one way ahead.

Otherwise, we may well be head-
ing for more chaos.
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4 Harbhajan, manager
< back Sourav '«

JALANDHAR, Sept. 25 — Sourav
Ganguly today found s\!pport in off-spin-
ner Harbhajap Singh who credited him for
the sucoess of the team and accused coach
Mr Greg Chappell of creating “fear and
insecurity” among players.

The first player to speak on the contro-
versy which has engulfed Indian cricket,
Harbhajan slammed the “double-stan-
dards” of Mr Chappell while hoping that
the entire issue is resolved at the e

never any controversy surrounds a
team, the performance of the team is
adversely affected. It will be good for the
team if the controversy is immediately
resolved so that every player can concen-
trate-on his game,” the off-spinner said.

Asked about Mr Chappell’s charge that
Ganguly was not physically or mentally fit
to be in the team, Harbhajan said: “It may
be the coach’s own observation but as far
as I am concerned, Ganguly has proved to
be an excellent captain, which is evident
from his match-winning record.” Harbha-
jan also rubbished the allegation that Gan-
guly was interested only in captaincy and
creating differences among team mem-
bers. “I have played for almost five years
under the ¢aptaincy of Ganguly and never
felt like that. In fact, he takes a personal
interest in Wosting the morale of each and
every playé¥: Ganguly has rebuilt this team

atevér it has achieved so far, credit
goes to the captain.” Harbhajan said there
was “fear and insecurity” among the play-
s they were apprehensive about airing

thei % even in the dressing room.
“C ach’s conduct) can trigger fear
among Players regarding seeking any sug-

gestlon from the coach on conquering his
weaknesses, who may take it as a com-
plaint against him to the Board.” He also

said Mr ’s apparent patch-up with
Ganguly on oﬁ hand and shooting off a
letter to the. oomplammg about the

AR

BCCI gags players -
MUMBAI, Sept. 25. — Alarmed at the airing of
views in the media today by off spinner Harb-
hajan Singh and his take on the Sourav
Ganguly-Greg Chappell spat, the BCCI has
asked all the players contracted to it as well as
those who were on the recent tour to Zimb-
abwe, besides the Indian team’s support staff,
to keep mum on the issue. The board cautioned
them that any behaviour to the contrary would
amount to breach of contract. Concemed over
Harbhajan's outburst, the Punjab Cricket Asso-
ciation has asked the bowler to miet its
secretary at the earfiest. — PTI

Leak annoys Chappell, page 11

skipper on the other exposed his “double-
standards”. “Not only me but no other
player was aware of Mr Chappell com-
plaining against Sourav. We were all
shocked to know about the issue.

“As far as I am concerned, I will reveal
the truth if the Board asks for it. I have a
lot to reveal about the Zimbabwe tour but
I will do so only at the appropriate time
and at an appropriate level.” Harbhajan
said that he had come to know from his
friends that Mr Chappell had accused him
of under performing deliberately under
Rahul Dravid during Sri Lanka tour.

“Mr Chappell’s remarks were an
attempt to create a rift between me and
Dravid for whom I have great regards. His
remarks affectad my performance on the
Zimbabwe tour,” Harbhajan said. On sug-
gestions in a section of the press that he
had some dlfferences with Anil Kumble,
he said: “Kumble is a very good friend.”

According to a report from New Delhi,
Mr Amitabh Chowdhary, the teain fﬂanag-
er for the Zimbabwe tour, has said Sourav
did not skip practice sessionsas alleged by
Mr Chappell. “No (he did not miss training
sessions). Whenever I saw, the t was
always together and all players icipated
in training and practice (sgssfons),” he told
a TV channel.
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. Coach ¢

ry for crown /

The big fight between Sourav Ganguly and Greg Chappell has

L“h\\;‘d L

o Man U coach Alex Ferguson kicksata
boot lying in the dressing room after a
defeat. It flies into David Beckham’s
face, opening a gash above the eye-
brows. The megastar swears and
stomps out, and slams the coach in the
media. Despite his later attempts at a
patch-up, Beckham has to leave the club
within months.

o Sunil Gavaskar writes that a few
Indian cricketers used to openly swear
at coach John Wright. But nothing ever
happened to them.

s it time the coach became boss in
I cricket, too? The Greg Chappell-

Sourav Ganguly standoff has
shown how urgent the question has be-
come, but its roots lie in issues deeper
than an ego clash.

It was big money that prodded
football towards professionalism in the
early 20th century, which in turn
brought in the professional coach
as chief executive. With cricket
beginning to attract big cash over
the past 15 years or so, the path
football has taken could find its ]
way in.

“Indian cricket is big busi- !
ness” and so needs a profession-
al CEO is how Mahendra United
football coach Derek Pereira
puts it.

That the commercialisation of
cricket has kicked off in the sub-
continent, rather than in the more
corporate-oriented cultures of
England or Australia, may delay
the process a while. But with “pro-
fessionalism” marching into most
aspects of the game —- endorse-
ments and sponsorships, televi-
sionrights, advanced fitness train-
ing — the role of the coach cannot
be left untouched.

More so because he has
already been brought .~
under theflipside of the
deal: the axe of ac-
countability. No won-
der Chappell is ask-
ing for the other half
— absolute power
over the team —
something his pre-
decessor apparent-
ly craved but never
mustered the
nervetodemand. |
Spinning great rt\
and India ex-
coach  Bishen
Singh Bedi has
no doubt that “a
coach should
have full powers,
including the
power to choose a
captain.... one person
should have both re-
sponsibility and author-
ity. It also takes pressure
away from the captain and
players.”

It also seems to bring in for-
ward-looking innovations. Mod-
ern fithess regimes, psychological
profiling and counselling, computer
analysis — they are all brainchilds
of coaches, not captains.

E

&g

Many of these were brought in by
an Englishman who took charge of the
South African team in the 1990s: Bob
Woolmer. Derision at the “laptop
coach” soon changed to open admira-
tion as his team started consistently
beating more talented sides.

The success clearly was a result of
being “well-drilled”, that is, it came
through a combination of fitness and
strategy, based largely on computer
analysis. Woolmer made the concept of
a professional cricket coach fashion-
able, and many nations made a begin-
ning by starting to hire foreign -—most-
1y Australian — coaches.

It worked for the minnows like
Kenya and Bangladesh where a foreign
coach with a big enough reputation au-
tomatically took total control. As
Sandeep Patil, former Indian Test play-
er and Kenya coach, says: “My experi-
ence was very satisfactory largely be-

@ \\u“opened up a bigger question about the coach’s powers,

cause they gave me an absolute free
hand.”

But, as the Chappell-Ganguly row
has shown, for the bigger powers,
boasting star players and captains,
there can be no such smooth transition
of power.

Most of all, however, the battle may
not really be between the coach and the
captain but between the coach and
cricket administrators in whose hands
power is concentrated — power to select
the selectors who select the team and
the captain. And though they have all
the power, rarely are they held respon-
sible for the team’s performance.

So should the coach pick the squad
and the captain, and decide the final
X1, strategy and fitness regime?

“The coach should have final au-
thority,” says Chandrakant Pandit, for-
mer India wicket-keeper and Mumbai
Ranji coach.

The traditional argument against
this, of course, is one that hingeson a
difference between cricket and foot-
ball. Chuni Goswami, who has played
both, explains: “The football captain
has no time; he is running all over the
field himself. But the coach can shout
instructions from the sidelines. A
cricket captain has alot more time; and
he is in the middle while the coach is in
the dressing room. The skipper is the
best man for on-the-spot decisions.”

The scope of this logic, though, is
limited mainly to field-setting and
bowling changes — and even this is
partly dictated by strategy worked out
in the dressing room. Besides, didn't
Woolmer discuss just this sort of thing
with captain Hansie Cronje with the
help of an earphone?

In the Indian context, the coach has
one obvious advantage: unlike the se-
lection committee, picked on a zonal
basis with a mandate to back players

/

from their own regions, he can be im- *

partial and pick whoever is best for the
team. After ali, it’s his neck on the
block - the selectors have fixed tenures.

All this is a bit “extreme” for An-
shuman Gaekwad, himself once an
India coach. The former opener is
against absolute powers for anyone
and favours “co-ordination between
players, captain, selectors, coach and
the board”.

Yet, history shows that from the

“Don to Imran Khan, cricket teams

haven’t always done badly under
strong leaders who cared little for
“democracy”. All of them captains, of
course, and all “leading from the
front”, commanding respect with
their performance - something
~ beyond a coach’s powers. And
Ganguly’s recent failure to
do that, many would say, is
the root of the problem.

So why not pick a play-
er in form as captain and
forget the whole issue of
the coach’s powers?

The captain, be-
cause he must look
after his own per-
formance, may some-

times face a conflict
of interest while de-
ciding batting or-
ders and bowling
changes. And histo-
ry abounds in ex-
amples of skippers
who forgot to bat
and bowl as their
brows creased
with the worries of
team strategy and
selection.

A batsman cap-
tain who is having
nightmares facing fast
bowlers is hardly in a po-
sition to inspire teammates —

a principle exploited to the hilt by
the Glenn McGraths and Curtly Am-
broses — and may need to be replaced.

The Chappell-Ganguly clash — it’s
only a manifestation of a bigger con-
flict — has posed before Indian cricket
aquestion that will not be settled today,
but will continue to demand an answer.

OUR BUREAU
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1 am disappointed over leak: Chappell

BCCI appeals to all cricketers under i D
contract to exercise restraint quf*\

MUMBAI: Indian cricket coach
Greg Chappell, whose e-mail to
president of the Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India Ranbir
Singh Mahendra criticising cap-
tain Sourav Ganguly has caused
a storm, on Sunday expressed
disappointment over the leak to
the media of the confidential
letter.

Mr. Chappell said he had sent
a private and confidential e-mail
to the BCCI president. “I would
have liked it to remain confiden-
tial though it did not remain so.”

The Aussie, along with team
physio John Gloster, physical
trainer Gregory King and bio-
mechanics expert Ian Frazer ar-
rived here on Sunday morning
from Zimbabwe, a day after the
Indian team’s arrival.

He said he would not like to
speak any more on the matter at
this stage. “It is a fairly normal
thing happening in cricket.
Things change and sometime in
future we can talk about it.” He
would attend the BCCI review
committee meeting here on Sep-
tember 27 and discuss all mat-
ters.

The coach had reportedly crit-
icised Mr. Ganguly in the e-mail,
saying the Indian captain was
“mentally and physically unfit”
to be in the team.

Sourav, Chappell invited

In an attempt to hear both
sides of the story and, at the
same time, avert a possible con-
frontation between Mr. Chap-
pell and Mr. Ganguly, the BCCI
has decided to call them “sep-

- arately” for the review commit-
tee meeting to be held in
Mumbeai.

“Yes, both Sourav and Chap-
pell have been invited to attend
the review commrittee meeting

However, there are lot of other
issues as well which would come
up for discussion at the meet-
ing,” BCCI joint secretary Gau-
tam Dasgupta said in Kolkata.

Former captains to
attend meet

Apart from Mr. Ganguly and
Mr. Chappell, Mr. Mahendra, his
predecessor, Jagmohan Dalmi-
ya, BCCI secretary S.K. Nair and
three former captains — Sunil
Gavaskar, Ravi Shastri and S.
Venkatraghavan — will be at-
tending the meeting in Mumbai.

Meanwhile, the Board has
asked the team members to keep
mum and cautioned that any be-
haviour to the contrary would
amount to breach of contract. A
media release issued by Mr. Nair
from Thirvananthapuram said
the board had “appealed to all
cricketers under its contract as
well as those who were selected
for the tour of Zimbabwe and the
support staff of the team to exer-
cise restraint.”

In a letter to all the players
who toured Zimbabwe and those
who are contracted as well as the
coach and other support staff,
Mr.Nair said: “Your kind atten-
tion is invited to the relevant
provision of the letter of selec-
tion that was issued to you prior
to the tour to Zimbabwe in Au-
gust 2005, or the contract en-
tered between you and the
board.”

“You are aware that the board
has constituted a committee to
review the performance of the
Indian team and the role of all
concerned.

The committee is scheduled
to meet on September 27, 2005
in Mumbai.” “Inview of this, you
are advised to apply restraint
and not make any comments to

in Mumbai and have been asked the media that affect the interest EMAIL AND AFTER: Indian cricket team’s coach Greg Chappell arrives at the Mumbai
to narrate-their side of the story. of Indian cricket.” International Airport on Sunday after the team’s Zimbabwe tour. - PHOTO: REUTERS
TSR




. Coach cry for crown

The big fight between Sourav Ganguly and Greg Chappell has

I\

o Man U coach Alex Ferguson kicks ata
boot lying in the dressing room after a
defeat. It flies into David Beckham’s
Jface, opening a gash above the eye-
brows. The megastar swears and
stomps out, and slams the coach in the
media. Despite his later attempts at a
patch-up, Beckham has to leave the club
within months.

e Sunil Gavaskar writes that a few
Indian cricketers used to openly swear
at coach John Wright. But nothing ever
happened to them.

cricket, too? The Greg Chappell-

Sourav Ganguly standoff has
shown how urgent the question has be-
come, but its roots lie in issues deeper
than an ego clash.,

It was big money that prodded
football towards professionalism in the
early 20th century, which in turn
brought in the professional coach
as chief executive. With cricket
beginning to attract big cash over
the past 15 years or so, the path
football has taken could find its
way in.

“Indian cricket is big busi-
ness” and so needs a profession-
al CEO is how Mahendra United
football coach Derek Pereira
putsit.

That the commercialisation of
cricket has kicked off in the sub-
continent, rather than in the more
corporate-oriented cultures of
England or Australia, may delay
the process a while. But with “pro-
fessionalism” marching into most
aspects of the game — endorse-
ments and sponsorships, televi-
sion rights, advanced fitness train-
ing — the role of the coach cannot
be left untouched.

More so because he has

I s it time the coach became boss in

- already been brought

under the flip side of the
deal: the axe of ac-
countability. No won-

der Chappell is ask-
ing for the other half
— absolute power

over the team —

something his pre-
decessor apparent-
ly craved but never
mustered the
nerve to demand. |

Spinning great
and India ex-
coach  Bishen
Singh Bedi has
no doubt that “a
coach should
have full powers,
including the
power to choose a
captain.... one person
should have both re-
sponsibility and author- &
ity. It also takes pressure
away from the captain and
players.”

It also seems to bring in for-
ward-looking innovations. Mod-
ern fitness regimes, psychological
profiling and counselling, computer
analysis — they are all brainchilds
of coaches, not captains.

L

Many of these were brought in by
an Englishman who took charge of the
South African team in the 1990s: Bob
Woolmer. Derision at the “laptop
coach” soon changed to open admira-
tion as his team started consistently
beating more talented sides.

The success clearly was a result of
being “well-drilled”, that is, it came
through a combination of fitness and
strategy, based largely on computer
analysis. Woolmer made the concept of
a professional cricket coach fashion-
able, and many nations made a begin-
ning by startingto hire foreign — most-
ly Australian — coaches.

It worked for the minnows like
Kenya and Bangladesh where a foreign
coach with a big enough reputation au-
tomatically took total control. As
Sandeep Patil, former Indian Test play-
er and Kenya coach, says: “My experi-
ence was very satisfactory largely be-

cause they gave me an absolute free
hand.”

But, as the Chappell-Ganguly row
has shown, for the bigger powers,
boasting star players and captains,
there can be no such smooth transition
of power.

Most of all, however, the battle may
not really be between the coach and the
captain but between the coach and
cricket administrators in whose hands
power is concentrated - power to select
the selectors who select the team and
the captain. And though they have all
the power, rarely are they held respon-
sible for the team’s performance.

So should the coach pick the squad
and the captain, and decide the final
X1, strategy and fitness regime?

“The coach should have final au-
thority,” says Chandrakant Pandit, for-
mer India wicket-keeper and Mumbai
Ranji coach.

%)Qc“bpened up a bigger question about the coach’s powers . -

IS
The traditional argumer\;ainst

this, of course, is one that hingeson a
difference between cricket and foot-
ball. Chuni Goswami, who has played
both, explains:; “The football captain
has no time; he is running all over the
field himself. But the coach can shout
instructions from the sidelines. A
cricket captain has alot more time; and
he is in the middle while the coach is in
the dressing room. The skipper is the
best man for on-the-spot decisions.”

The scope of this logic, though. is
limited mainly to field-setting and
bowling changes — and even this is
partly dictated by strategy worked out
in the dressing room. Besides, didn't
Woolmer discuss just this sort of thing
with captain Hansie Cronje with the
help of an earphone?

In the Indian context, the coach has
one obvious advantage: unlike the se-
lection committee, picked on a zonal
basis with a mandate to back players

from their own regions, he can be im- -
partial and pick whoever is best for the |

team. After all, it’s his neck on the
block - the selectors have fixed tenures.

All this is a bit “extreme” for An-
shuman Gaekwad, himself once an
India coach. The former opener is
against absolute powers for anyone
and favours “co-ordination between
players, captain, selectors, coach and
the board”.

Yet, history shows that from the

“Don to Imran Khan, cricket teams

haven’t always done badly under
strong leaders who cared little for
“democracy”. All of them captains, of
course, and all “leading from the
front”, commanding respect with
their performance - something
\.. beyond acoach’s powers. And
Ganguly’s recent failure to
do that, many would say, is
the root of the problem.
So why not pick a play-
\ er inform as captain and
forget the whole issue of
the coach’s powers?
The captain, be-
cause he must look
after his own per-

Ny

5

ciding batting or-
ders and bowling
changes. And histo-

amples of skippers
who forgot to bat
and bowl as their
brows creased
with the worries of
team strategy and
selection.

A batsman cap-
tain who is having

bowlers is hardly in a po-

a principle exploited to the hilt by
the Glenn McGraths and Curtly Am-
broses — and may need to be replaced.

The Chappell-Ganguly clash — it’s
only a manifestation of a bigger con-
flict — has posed before Indian cricket
aquestion that will not be settled today,
but will continue to demand an answer.

OUR BUREAU

formance, may some- '
\ times face a conflict
of interest while de- :

ry abounds in ex- .

nightmares facing fast :

sition to inspire teammates — |




~ Players insecure
under Chappell,
says Harbhajan'

i S
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Jalandhar: Embattled skipper Sourav
Ganguly on Sunday found support in
off-spinner Harbhajan Singh who cred-
ited him for the success of the team and
accused coach Greg Chappell of creat-
ing “fear and insecurity” among the
players. The first player to speak on the
controversy which has engulfed Indian
cricket, Harbhajan slammed the “dou-
ble standards’ of Chappell while hoping
that the entire issue .

is resolved at the
earliest. The BCCCI
has summoned both
Ganguly and Chap-
pell on Tuesday to
present their case
before the commit-
tee members. Sourav
and Chappell will de-
pose before the com-
mittee separately.

“Whenever any
controversy surrounds the team, the
performance of the team is adversely af-
fected. It will be good for the team if the
controversy is immediately resolved so
that every player can concentrate on his
game instead of getting mental ten-
sion,” the off-spinner said.

Asked about Chappell’s charge that
Ganguly was not physically or mentally
fit to be in the team, Harbhajan said “It
may be the coach’s own observation but
as far as I am concerned, Ganguly has
been proved as an excellent captain,
which is evident from his match win-
ning record.” Harbhajan also rubbished
the allegation that Ganguly was inter-
ested only in captaincy and creating dif-
ferences among team members. “I have
played for almost five years under the
captaincy of Ganguly and never felt like
that. In fact, he takes personal interest
to boost each and every player during
practice as well as during a match. Gan-

(IR JRIN

T

+ *Ganguly's Record Proves He Is ‘WK"\
An Excellent Captain’ *

guly has rebuilt this team and whatever
the team has achieved so far, credit goes
to the captain.”

Harbhajan said there was “fear and
insecurity” among the players as they
were apprehensive about airing their
personal views or suggestions even in
the dressing room. “The coach’s con-
duct can create fear among players over
asking any suggestion on his weakness
from the coach, who
may take it as a com-
plaint against him
to the board.” He
also said Chappell’s
apparent patch-up
with Ganguly on the
one hand and shoot-
ing off aletter to the
board complaining
about the skipper on
the other, reeked of
“double standards”.

“Not only me but no other player was
aware of Chappell complaining against
Sourav. We were all, shocked to know
about the issue after landing in India.
After the controversy over Cha-ppell’s
reported suggestion to Sourav to leave
captaincy, everything seemed normal as
Chappell himself had said the contro-
versy is over and now everyone should
concentrate on the game,” he said
adding “I do not know what prompted
Chappell to send an e-mail to the board
against the captain.”

Harbhajan said every player should
be asked about his opinion about the
captain and the behaviour of the coach
with each one of them. “As far as I am
concerned, as a senior member of the
team, [ will reveal the truth if the board
asks for the same. I have lot to reveal
about the Zimbabwe tour but I will do so
only at the appropriate time and at an
appropriate level.” agencies
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”"'ch(:KEl‘l Coach reiterates emphasis on fitness, sets focus on

‘Some players sti
to get themselvés

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAL SEPTEMBER 25

NDIAN cricket coach Greg Chappell,

in the eye of a controversy over his re-
marks on captain Sourav Ganguly, today
laid special emphasis on the team’s physi-
cal fitness, ahead of home series against
Sri Lanka and England.

“I think a few players still need to get
themselves fitter and be better prepared
for the role they have in the team and that
includes some of the bowlers. We will
keep putting the demands on them to get
those levels (of fitness) up and if we can
succeed I think we would be ok,” Chap-
pell said on his return here from Zim-
babwe this morning,

Elaborating further, the coach said In-
dia had players with some special skills and
it was a question of how to blend those to
perfection. “We have players who have a
special set of skills and that includes
Sachin. It’s all about blending these skills
and using them in the best way possible.
We haven’t got the mix right at the mo-
ment but we are getting there,” he said.

Chappell said he was hoping to squeeze
in a short camp ahead of the one-day se-
ries at home against Sri Lanka next
month. “I'would like to do something (be-
fore the series begins on October 25). If
we can get together for 2-3 days before
the first game begins, it will be good,”
Chappell said.

“We need to be together for a few days.
The short answer (to the possibility of
having a camp) is yes. But I don’t know
what the timing should be and other de-
tails,” he said. Chappell has already set his
eyes on the packed international commit-
ments for India, including the away Test
series in Pakistan and the home engage-
ments against England between January
agd Aprilnextyear.

“%We have a pretty good record at home
but we need towork pretty hard. England,
for example, are a different side from
what they were inrecent times. They are a
also avery good bowling side.

“You need a dynamic group
of players. You need young
guys pushing the older
guys along”

“History tells you that the best fast
bowlers generally win you a Test series.
They (England) will come here with a
good bowling attack. So we need to play
well,” the former Australian captain said.

The coach also said he would work with
the Indian players so that they could
counter the English bowling attack.

“Obviously between now and then (till
they arrive)) we will give due consideration
to their fast bowling attack and the sort of
situations that’s likely to develop and
hopefully we can counter those with the
players we have,” Chappell said.

Looking ahead, the Australian said In-
diawere lucky to have a fine mix of young
and the experienced players which was a
perfect composition for the one-dayers,
the focus being the World Cup in 2007.

“I think this is the best combination you
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can have. We have got some very experi-
enced players, especially in batting and
spin bowling. Hopefully, Sachin will be
back shortly to add to the experience.

“You need a dynamic group of players.
You need young guys pushing the older
guys along,” he said.

Talking about the fitness levels needed
from a player to fulfil his vision for Indian
cricket, Chappell said the fitness required
from a 30-year-old in international cricket
was the same as needed to be exhibited by
a20-year-old player.

But at the same time, Chappell said the
minimum standards of fitness needed to
be maintained by all as he had seen players
who neglected their fitness in their 20s
struggling when they reached the 30s.

“Idon’twant to see this happening with
some really good players that we have,”
Chappell retorted in an indirect way to
suggestions that he was overtaxing the
players. About spinners beyond Anil
Kumble and Harbhajan Singh, Chappell
said it was dangerous to sit on someone’s
laurels and the need of the hour was to
keep looking for players to fill in any posi-
tion created due to lack of form or injuries.

“Kumble is still a fine bowler. Harbha-
jan Singh, who has completed 200 Test
wickets, is relatively young for a spin
bowler. But you never know when form
orinjuries can strike. We need to be aware
of what else we have got around.”

Chappell also felt that the players per-
haps become a bit overanxious when they
played ODI finals in which their record is
quite poor (19 straight losses).

“We got to believe in ourselves in these
situations but I have no doubt if we keep
making finals we would win some. Win-
ning needs practice. There’s alack of col-
lective confidence in these situations.
They are probably worried what you guys
(media) are going to say,” he said.

“In both the finals in Sri Lanka and
Zimbabwe we got into positions from
where we should have won but we didn’t.
But if we keep getting into those positions
we will win some,” Chappell said.
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Edgy teammates

sulk in silence

PRADEEP Magazine
New Delhi, September 25

THAT SOURAV Ganguly has enough support
in the team and that not all are too happy with
Greg Chappell’s “brusque” ways and rigorous
training methods was clear on Sunday when
Harbhajan Singh broke his silence to give the
skipper-coach running battle a whole new spin.

Attacking Chappell in an interview, Bhajji
said the coach was creating “insecurity” and
“fear” in the team and that this was affecting
his own as well as everyone else’s performance.
In another blow to Chappell’s credibility, tour
manager Amitabh Chowdhary has dismissed
two of the coach’s allegations against Sourav
Ganguly — that the skipper had missed prac-
tice sessions and faked injury.

The bad news for Chappell, not to speak of
the future of Indian cricket, is that Harbha-
jan’s isn’t the only one unhappy with him. At
least five more cricketers — Zaheer Khan, Yu-
vraj Singh, Virender Sehwag, Ashish Nehra
and Lakshmipathy Balaji — feel the same
way. V.V.S. Laxman stands a little apart. He
too is unhappy with Chappell but is unsure of
whether he should take a stand against him.

Interestingly, the youngsters in the side —
Md Kaif, Irfan Pathan and Gautam Gambhir
— don’t mind Chappell’s methods and con-
cede they are benefiting from them. But if it
comes to a captain vs coach face-off -— a like-
ly scenario if Sourav tries to prove Chappell
a liar at Tuesday’s review committee meeting
— it’s hard to picture these players taking a
public stand. Whichever way they go, in the
long run, it could jeopardise their careers.

Anil Kumble, the old boy of the team, may
keep his silence as he feels he has no stakes in
one-day cricket. But he too is reportedly un-
happy about the gloom in the dressing room.

_That leaves Rahul Dravid, the man whose
‘integrity and commitment to the team have
never been in doubt. His is an impossible situ-
ation. If he publicly sides with Chappell, it
could be seen as a “selfish stand” as he is the
one who would gain most from Sourav’s ouster.

He may or may not feel Chappell is right, but
for him to take over a fractured team would be
a sure recipe for disaster. It’s unlikely, there-
fore, that he would want to taking sides.

Chappell has been so liberal with his
scathing observations about a few players in
his e-mails to his friends in the media that
some of these have got back to the players
concerned. In them, he has called a couple of

. players “cancers” and this has made things
infinitely worse.
Full coverage in HT Sport
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Stumped by
e-mail leak

HT Correspondent
Mumbai, September 25

TEAM INDIA cricket coach Greg
Chappell apparently reposed too
much faith in the Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI). He e-
mailed BCCI president Ranbir Singh
Mahendra in the belief that his cor-
respondence would remain private
and confidential.

Little did the coach know of the
way things function in the BCCL
Even before he had landed in Mum-
bai from the eventful tour of Zimbab-
we, the media had dissected every
word of his e-mail, the text of which
had been publicised.

On his arrival in the wee hours of
Sunday, Chappell was a picture in
contrast to the one during his depar-
ture on August 22, when he had been
irked by delay in holding a press
briefing. He had also been irritated
by the.late arrival of team skipper
Sourav Ganguly.

On Sunday, Chappell would say
nothing more than confirming that
he had sent an e-mail to Mahendra. “1
did send a private and confidential
mail to the BCCI president,” he told
inquisitive journalists.

“T would have preferred it to re-
main confidential. The matter will be
discussed and dealt with. At this
stage, 1 can’t say much about that,”
Chappell said.

Chappell is yet to come taterms
with the way things function in the
BCCI. In bodies like Cricket Australia
or the England and Wales Cricket
Board, for instance, confidential mat-
ter and mails written to the Board are
never disclosed.

Expectedly, he was a trifle disap-
pointed that his e-mail had become
public knowledge. “I think you got a
bit excited about the mail. It is a fair-
1y normal thing happening in cricket.
Things change over time. It'll be dealt
with and sometime in the future, we
will talk about it,” he said.

An occasion to speak out his mind
and make things clear to the Board
comes on Tuesday when the review
committee will meet here to look
back at the Sri Lankan and Zimbab-
we series. Also on Tuesday, Sourav
will tell his side of the story.

| did <end a confidential mail
lo the BCCT president. but
would have preferred it to
remain confidential




[ HAVE AN ANSWER TO

Sourav has a lot of
things to say, but
he will say
everything only
before the Board.
I'll explain every
detail of what
happened from
day one if given

a chance.
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Sourav to tell his side of the story on Tues

HT Correspondents
Kolkata/Mumbai, September 24

HIS DIEHARD fans welcomed him
back home from the eventful trip of
Zimbabwe by burning effigies of Greg
Chappell, but Sourav Ganguly needs
more than that.

The India captain has to be ready
with some solid arguments to estab-
lish what the coach has to say against
him is wrong when he meets BCCI of-
ficials and a panel of experts in Mum-
bai on Tuesday.

“Sourav has a lot of things to say,
but he will say everything only before
the Board. I will explain every detail of
what happened from day one to the
last day of the series if given a chance.
1 don’t know why he (Chappell) has
said all these,” Ganguly said at his res-
idence on Saturday.

Board president Ranbir Singh Ma-
hendra and Jagmohan Dalmiya will
attend the meeting in Mumbai with
Srinivas Venkatraghavan, Sunil
Gavaskar and Ravi Shastri, who were
also in the panel that interviewed
Chappell before his appointment. The
Aussie will also be there.

Initially, this meeting was called to
review the performance of the team in

Taskmaster has

Team India in jitters

CONTRARY TO the perception that Greg
Chappell has the team behind him in his cru-
sade against Sourav Ganguly, many players
are insecure and feel the coach is behaving .
like a “schoolmaster” and his “draconian” ways are proving disruptive.
Even as a TV channel was detailing his reported e-mail to the Board, HT
caught up with some players who refused to be named but had a different
story to tell. “We are not against his disciplining the team. The problem is:
he isn’t telling us what’s wrong with us,” one of them said. The coach had
made the team so insecure that everyone was afraid to say anything to him.
“He tells the world he has a problem with our attitude but he doesn’t tell us
what’s wrong with us,” another player added. One senior player went to the
extent of saying, “I have played for India for the last six years but never felt
so threatened without being told what my fault is.” Chappell could be in a
hurry to make Team India an unbeatable combine for the 2007 World Cup,
but if what some players say is true, the team could end up being in a real
big mess. Whether or not Ganguly stays captain is a relatively minor issue.

Pradeep Magazine, New Delhi

Sri Lanka and Zimbabwe apart from
assessing the role of the members of
the support staff excluding Chappell.
But now;, it’s not difficult to guess what
will top the agenda.

And though there are whispers that
Dalmiya may help Ganguly emerge
triumphant in this battle that could
well determine for how long he leads
India, the former is not meeting the In-

dia captain before Tuesday. “I am leav-
ing station on personal work and don’t
have plans to speak to him before the
meeting,” Dalmiya said.

Preparing to face a potentially
tough situation for the umpteenth
time in his career, Ganguly said: “I
have got an answer to whatever is be-
ing said which I cannot say in a press
conference. That will only add fuel to
the fire. It’s a sensitive issue and I
don’t want to stir it up. After being
around for 10 years and being part of a
successful team, 1 can’t do that.”

Asked whether India’s first Test se-
ries win outside the sub-continent was
overshadowed by the tiff between him
and Chappell, Ganguly said: “It’s very
difficult to speak for me. Talking about
the differences of opinions, I don’t
think the entire team should be
dragged into this.”

So was it a personal battle? “Yes. It is
about me (whatever Chappell has said),
so why get all the other boys into this.”

But after having made public that
Chappell didn’t want him in the X1, the
skipper felt that these discussions
shouldn’t come out in the open. “I do
agree that dressing room conversa-
tions should not come out.”

See also pages 7 & 10

- PTH

Talking about
the differences of
opinions, I don't
think the entire
team should be
dragged into this.
Why get all the
other boys

into this?
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Calcutta, Sept. 24: Greg
Chappell, it seems, wants
absolute powers. Perhaps,
like an Alex Ferguson.

According to The Tele-
graph’s sources, the much
talked about coach’s e-mail to
the Board of Control for Cr-
icket in India didn’t just con-
demn Sourav Ganguly, it em-
phasised his intention of wo-
rking very differently from
predecessor John Wright.

It’s not clear whether Cha-
ppell actually said Wright had
been soft, but placing on rec-
ord that he’s going to be differ-
ent is a statement in itself.

Apparently, Chappell infor-
med his employers that Sou-
rav won’'t have complete say
over the XI and it won’t be his
prerogative to decide the bat-
ting order — as was done in
the five years of the Wright
era.

The ‘I-won’t-be-like-Wri-
ght’ stand confirms what most
have feared: It's a fight, essen-
tially, to occupy the one Big
Boss chair in the Team India
dressing room.

However, despite being se-
verely indicted, Sourav isn’t
searching for a place to hide.

Rather, the captain is waiti-
ng to place his views before the
board and his body language
during an interaction (at his
residence) this morning sug-
gested he won’t pull punches.

With his reputation in tat-
ters, thanks to the e-mail,
Sourav doesn’t have much else
to lose. Moreover, after five-
and-a-half years as captain, he
can’t be that desperate to hold
on.

It’s to be seen whether the
board finds enough space in
the dressing room for both our
most successful Test captain
and the most high-profile
coach.

Even if it does, will the
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trust ever return? That'’s the
tormenting million rupee
question.

For somebody accused of
causing a schism, the first
point Sourav made on return-
ing home from Zimbabwe,
early today, was to “keep the
team out of any controversy”.

Back aftér leading India to
its ﬁr}s;ggt series win outside

the s@bcontinent in over 19
7

Mode quizzed 1,724 cricket enthusiasts in eight cities, including the four metros, to
read the public pulse after the coach-captain controversy. Here's the pitch report:

WHOM DO YOU SUPPORT?

years, Sourav stated he would
respond to Chappell’s e-mail
—sent to board president Ran-
bir Singh Mahendra — but
wouldn’t go public with what
he had to say.

Not now;, at least.

“Sure, I've got many things
to speak about, from the first
day of the Zimbabwe tour, but
it won’t be proper to react
through the media....

That camy,

only add fuel to fire... I'm wait-
ing for the board to invite me
for Tuesday’s review meeting
(in Mumbai),” Sourav said.
[Late tonight, board secre-
tary S.K. Nair confirmed he
would be called Chappell was

keep theAeam out of any con-

troversy. It’s between the
coach and me. Having been
part of successful teams for a
decade, I don’t wish to say
anything that may affect the
players.”

It’s bizarre that Chappell
condemned Sourav after
working with him on just one
full tour.

“I'm not commenting on
the fairness bit.... One side of

o Boss cap

the story has come out, but I
won’t make mine public before
talking to the board,” Sourav
maintained.

The e-mail was sent after
the first Test (Bulawayo) wh-
ich is why Chappell didn’t nail
Sourav for lack of form. He
scored a hundred there.

Frankly, the coach’s accu-
sations don’t exactly add up.

M See Sport




MATCH
ACCOUNT

SEPTEMBER 15
Sourav Ganguly
scores a century
in the first Test
against
Zimbabwe and
announces that
he had been
asked to sit out
of the series

SEPTEMBER 19

The comment
causes a flutter
in the cricketing
fraternity. Later,
coach and cap-
tain shake hands
and apparently
make up.
Chappell says he
only wanted to
‘motivate’
Ganguly

SEPTEMBER 20
The duo goes all
out to show that
everything is
fine. They pose
for photographs
over a game of
pool

SEPTEMBER 22
All talk of vifts in
the dressing
room stops as
Team India
registers its first
series victory
outside the
subcontinent in
19 years

SEPTEMBER 23
The celebrations
are shortlived.
An e-mail by
Chappell to the
BCCI president
surfaces. In the
mail, Chappell
says Ganguly is
physically and
mentally unfit to
lead the team.
Ganguly says he
will make things
clear before the
BCCl

SOURAV

Ry

)

STUMPEI

Coach’s bouncer hits captain with cricket caught in boa

| CHAPPELLVS .“

o'

Email attack

Sourav is S0
1interested in

retaining his
captaincy that he
has always been
creating rifts
among members of
the team

He does not

have either the

physical or
mental fitness to

continue as captain

His leadership

commands

almost no faith
or respect from

team members

Sourav
complains
mostly of

imaginary injuries

His attitude is

notin the least

ideal for India
to strive for the
2007 World Cup or
for a better
cricketing future

He does not
follow the
fitness regime

prescribed to him

Ganguly is physically and mentally unfit to lead

the team

CHAPPELL in a mail to BCCI

| Whatever I have to say, | will tell the hoard. I hope
| the board officials will call me

GANGULY

No bridging this great divide

PRADEEP Magazine
New Delhi, September 23

THE SOURAV Ganguly-Greg Chappell
fight is threatening to suck in the India
team. That Chappell had meant each
word of it when he said, “It’s either Ior
Sourav...” has been clear ever since
the contents of an e-mail, which he
had sent to BCCI president Ranbir Ma-
hendra, were leaked to the press.

In the e-mail, Chappell has made a vi-
cious attack on Sourav going to the ex-
tent of saying Sourav is in no physical
or mental condition to carry on as cap-
tain. He has made Sourav appear a ma-
nipulator who works overtime to keep
his captaincy, who will do whatever it
takes — even divide the team.

According to the coach, the captain’s
leadership commands almost no faith

or respect from team members and the
injuries he complains of are mostly
imaginary. Finally, he says Sourav’s at-
titude will be not in the least ideal as
India strive for the 2007 World Cup and
a better cricketing future.

It’s clear that Chappell is sticking to
his stand that he will not tolerate
Sourav in the team.

There will be a debate on whether
Chappell should have written all this,
and worse still, what kind of a Board
we have that can’t keep such an impor-
tant mail confidential.

It’s easier to see this in the light of
reports that the team is a divided lot
and the blame should go to the out-of-
form skipper.

Sourav, who first went to the media
by revealing that he had been told to
step down ahead of the first Test, has

kept quiet since but has given indica-
tions that he is not the only one un-
happy with Chappell. According to re-
ports, he feels Chappell has created so
much insecurity in the team that most
players are worried about their places
and that is affecting their form.

If reports from Zimbabwe are to be
believed, even Rahul Dravid, who
would benefit most from Ganguly’s
sacking, doesn’t want to lead in a
messy situation like this. Dravid is the
sort of man who likes his peace and,
despite his differences with Sourav, re-
spects the man immensely Dravid
feels, “He (Sourav) has done a lot for
the team, something that I couldn’t
have done when we were in the re-
building process.”

The leak has created a situation that
leaves little scope for rapprochement.

Even if the Board thinks Sourav’s time
has come, it can’t be seen as sacking
India’ most successful captain under
pressure from the coach.

For Chappell, who must be ruing the
day he decided to take up this assign-
ment, it’s now impossible to backtrack.
He has his vision for the team and
wants it to do well in the World Cup.
But one isn’t sure whether this was the
best way for him to get rid of the cap-
tain. We are all waiting for Sourav’s
side of the story. Once that is told, there
will be more dirt thrown around.

- INHT SPORT

= For Greg some things are non-negotiable
= ‘Sourav should've waited to resolve issue’
= No end in sight for BCCI powerplay

m What board can do to get pro-active




Dalai to

MANJEET SEHGAL
WARRIOR

Shimla, March 1: The Dalai
Lama will not only skip the
inauguration of the three-day
match between Pakistan and
the Indian board XI in Dhar-
amsala on Thursday but will
also not watch it from the VIP
gallery.

“The programme of His
Holiness has been cancelled
due to the controversy trigger-
ed by the Pakistan Cricket

Board. The Himachal Pradesh .

Cricket Association had
reduced his programme to
lighting of the lamp and to
watch the match,” Sonam N.
Dangpo, a spokesperson of the
Central Tibetan Administra-

tion (CTA), said.

Earlier, on the request of
the state cricket body, the
Dalai Lama had agreed to in-
augurate the match.

But matters came to the
fore following media reports
that the Pakistan board had
reservations over the Tibetan
leader inaugurating the tour
opener against the Board Pres-
ident’s XI as the country en-
joys good ties with China.

Board director Abbas Zaidi
was quoted as saying in a Pak-
istani newspaper that the
team “will not take part in any
social activity, even those in-
volving the lama” during its
stay in India.

The development has wor-
ried the state and central gov-
ernments. No function in Dha-
ramsala — the Dalai Lama’s
capital-in-exile — is complete
without his presence. Thurs-
day will be the first instance
when he will not be present at
a programme of national and
international importance.

According to CTA sources,
foreign secretary Shyam
Saran met the Dalai Lama yes-
terday. Thubten Samphel, an-
other spokesperson, however,
refused to confirm the meet-
ing. “T am not aware about the

visit of the Indian foreign sec-

retary,” Samphel said.

But the Prime Minister of :

the Tibetan government-in-
exile, Samdhong Rinpoche,
said Saran had called on the
spiritual leader. “The Dalai
Lama had no plans of visiting
Delhi in the near future; Shy-
am Saran took the trouble of
coming here. It is just a cour-
tesy call and there is no specif-
ic agenda,” Rinpoche said.

The sources, however, said
Saran was here on an official
visit to brief the Dalai Lama.
“The visit may be about the cr-
icket controversy besides rou-
tine affairs. It is the first ever
visit of Shyam Saran since he
took over as foreign secre-
tary,” a source said.




~"HC clears
““pitch for’),
cricket series

Pakistan cricket captain inzamam-ul-Haq with former

i b

skippers imran Khan and Wasim Akram (right) at the
opening of a sportswear shop in Lahore on Wednesday

By Swati Das/TNN

Chennai: The Madras high
court on Thursday passed an
interim order directing
Prasar Bharati to telecast the
Indo-Pak cricket series while
giving the Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI)
the liberty to engage any pro-
ducer, except Zee Telefilms
Ltd and ESPN Star Sports,

Aftrica series abroad last year
after the Zee-BCCI controver-
sy broke out, while Doordar-
shan telecast the matches in
India. Ten Sports did the pro-
duction on behalf of the
cricket board. After BCCI
counsel A Somayaji informed
the court that the cricket
board’s agreement with SET
Satellite did not exist any
more, Justice Sivasubraman-

for the live feed. ian said the BCCl was “free to
While - - substi-
delivering .~ Relieved PCB seeks rights for PTV, P 21 tute” SET

the order, Justice K P Siva-
subramanian opted for the
continuance of the supreme
court verdict given before the
India-Australia series in Oc-
tober when it gave the telecast
rights to Prasar Bharati for
the entire series. He said the
BCCI could approach any oth-
er satellite company other
than SET (Sony Entertain-
ment Television) Satellite for
telecasting the series abroad.
“I.am inclined to follow the
interim order passed by the
supreme court,” the judge
pronounced in the open
court. He also directed Prasar
Bharati and the BCCI fto
maintain proper accounts of
the receipts from the telecast
of the forthcoming series.
SET had telecast the India-
Australia and India-South

with any other satellite tele-
vision company for beaming
the series abroad.

The interim order was
passed on a writ petition filed
by Zee challenging the BCCI's
decision to cancel the tender
process for telecast rights
from October 1, 2004, to Sep-
tember 30, 2008. The judge ini-
tially said he would pass a
“short order containing only
conclusions” on Zee’s writ pe-
tition on Thursday itself and
elaborate on it later. However,
Somayaji drew his attention to
the SC’s order prohibiting HCs
from passing short orders.

Reacting to the order, BCCI
president Ranbir Singh Ma-
hendera said the decision on
the producer of the live tele-
vision feed for the series
would be decided by March 1,
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-~ Extradition treaty
Gibbs, Boje under scatiner

Feb. 23. — Even though Herschelle Gib-
bs and Nicky Boje had avoided taking pa-
rt in the South African tour with India,
they cannot feel too safe in their own
country. Tomorrow, the Cabinet will give
its approval to an extradition treaty with
South Africa. So far, India has signed
extradition treaties with 17 countries.

The most high profile case which inclu-
ded South African citizens was that of the
match-fixing case, where the former SA
cricket captain, Hansie Cronje, was report-
edly caught on tape taking money to fix a
match. Dethi Police had wanted to questi-
on Gibbs and Boje in the case as their na-
mes figured in the match-fixing tapes.
Since 1999, the investigating agency had
been sending letters rogatory to the South
African authorities, stating that the two
cricketers needed to be questioned. But
there had been no reply.

Later, when the South African tour to
India was in the planning stage, the SA
cricket authorities wanted a guarantee

guts .

that the two will not be arrested if they
were questioned on their arrival in India.
The deputy high commissioner of South
Africa had met the police commissioner,
but Delhi Police had refused to give a
guarantee, following which the two crick-
eters did not play in the tour last year.

South Africa frequently crops up in the
reports of NCB officials, as it is a supply |
source for drugs in Indja. The majority of
Mandrax tablets smuggled into India have
been manufactured in South Africa.

The Union Cabinet is also scheduled to
give its approval to agreements with Myan-
mar and Hungary for exemption of visa
requirements for holders of diplomatic and

official passports. N



“Settle telecast row, warns ICC

’g Kolkata: Adding fuel to the controversy
i over telecasting of the forthcoming Indo-
i Pakseries, the International Cricket Coun-
i cil chief Ehsan Mani on Tuesday said that
. without the live telecast the matches would
i not be allowed. “This is a worrying situa-
¢ tion for us and we are closely monitoring
i thesituation,” he told PT1 over phone from
¢ his London office on the issue.
Emphasising the importance of the
i telecast, he said as per ICC guidelines
i every host country has to make neces-
: sary arrangements with prescribed num-
i ber of cameras on the field to provide live
i feeds to the third umpire for making cru-
i cial decisions. “These live feeds are very
i crucial as, you know, now-a-days a num-
i Dber of decisions are referred to the third
! umpire,” Mani said.

: To a query as to what would be the ICC’s stand if the
i telecasting issue was not settled by the time Pakistani
! team lands here and live telecast of the series was not

z arranged, he said, “We cannot sanction the

'mEGHEA:{ z matches tobe held.” He said apart from the

@ - requirements of the third umpire there
were millions of cricket lovers not only in
India and Pakistan but across the world
who like to watch these two teams clash
and without telecast they will be deprived.

“It will be a disservice to the game of
cricket if this India-Pakistan series was
not telecast live across the world,” Mani
said. “Tam surprised that why every time
this matter is taken to court at the last
moment as earlier also it had happened,”
Mani said referring to a similar row dur-
ing the South Africa and Australia series
here in October and November.

He said that the ICC was in constant
touch with the BCCI in this regard and

would be closely monitoring the developments with re-
gard to the arrangements for the live telecast of the
matches. The Pakistan team is scheduled to land in In-
dia on February 28. Agencies
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4\10 ODI, NO TEST A1V AHMEDABAD

PCB plays  Up

/{4\”\7

securlty is

IANS and SNS

ISLAMABAD/KOLKATA, Feb.
11. — Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) chairman Mr Shaharyar
Khan has said the Pakistani team
won't play in  Ahmedabad
because of what he called a
“security risk”.

Speaking to Online news
agency, he said the PCB has
decided to “avoid” play-
ing either a one-dayer
or a Test match in
Ahmedabad.

The BCCI joint
secretary, Mr Gau-
tam Dasgupta, said
in Kolkata that they
knew nothing about
Mr Khan’s stateme-
nt. The secretary, Mr
SK Nair’s cell phone
was switched off.,

The schedule of
the upcoming Pukis-
tani tour of India
would be announced
in a couple of days. it
is due to play three
Tests and five ODIx

»;},.h Khan sand i
had visited® the tor-
eign office to discuss
details of the tour
and the security
measures taken by

eRAK

Cricket is followed
like a passion In
both countries.

We feel for the
people of
Ahmedabad and
hope india will
listen to our
stance.

— Shaharyar Khan

radical Hindu organisations
against the tour, saving the

Indian government had assured
security to the Pakistani players.
“Cricket is followed like a pas-
sion in both countries and that’s
why we want to avoid any mishap.
We feel for the pcople of
Ahmedabad and we hope India
will listen to our stance,” Mr
Khan said. Pakistan last toured
India in 1999 when Mr
S Khan wuas manager of
N <(\ the team. He said he
_ 2
Jm

had told senior for-
cign ministry offi-
cials about the back-
ground of the tour,
due to start on 25
February, and
brushed aside specu-
lation that rejection
of Ahmedabad
would lead to the
tour being cancelled.

“That limit will not
be reached. It's our
request to change a
venue. We still wait
for the BCCIs res-
ponse and wili never
want the language of
ultimatum (used) in
this matter,” he said.

Shiv Sena threat

the Indian govern-
ment.

The PCB had informed India
that Pakistan would not play in
Ahmedabad. It didn’t want to
take any “risk” in the upcoming
tour and wanted to conclude the
tour peacefully, he said.

The PCB. he added, was not
daunted by the “threats” made by

THE STATESMAN

. The Delhi unit of
Shiv Sena’s youth wing, Bhartiya
Vidyarthi Sena. has threatened
that it will not allow the Pakistani
cricket team to play at Feroze
Shah Kotla, which is the pro-
posed venue for the last ODIL
“We won’t ajlow the match,” said
the Sena’s Delhi chief.

More reports on page 14
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Shiv Sena vandals

attack P

W\ N
HT Correspondent
Chandigarh, February 10

U
THEY KNOW everything about how
to use cricket as a political tool, but
they can’t tell a practice pitch from
the real one.

A handful of Shiv Sena activists to-
day sneaked into the Punjab Cricket
Association (PCA) Stadium, Mohali,
looking to damage the wicket to be
used for the upcoming India-Pakistan
Test match. They, however, managed
to cause minor damage to a practice
pitch and never reached the one on
which the Test will be played.

“The vandals were overpowered by
the PCA security and other staff be-
fore they could damage the wicket and
were handed over to the police,” said
PCA chief executive officer Brig G.S.
Sandhu (retd). The police are ques-
tioning the accused.

According to eyewitnesses at the
stadium, a group of eight to ten people
armed with trowels, spades and pick-
axes climbed into the stadium through
gate No. 3 (adjacent to the main gate)
and made their way to the ground.
“They were, however, spotted by the
PCA officials and were overpowered
before they could inflict any damage to
the wicket,” said Brigadier Sandhu.

“Had the reaction of the staff been
slow, substantial damage could have

e
)

Test

Qb

pitch

YA

Cops guard the Mahali stadium.

been caused to the pitch as some of
the intruders were carrying trowels,”
said PCA treasurer G.S. Walia.

The Sena’s Delhi unit president, Jai
Bhagwan Goyal, gloated over the at-
tack. “We will not allow any match to
be played till Pakistan stops support-
ing cross-border terrorism in India,”
he said. Sena activists had dug up the
pitch at the Ferozeshah Kotla Stadium
in Delhi in 1999 ahead of the Pakistan
team’s last full tour of India.

A worried PCA president, LS.
Bindra, who reached the stadium
around 8 pm from Patiala, said he had
never expected such a “shameful” in-
cident in Punjab.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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Vénue could act as?/
Mriendsh ip-spoiler

ndia and Pakistan might have played a fine Friend-

ship Series in 2004, but padding up for Ahmedabad
is an altogether different cup of tea. Let us frankly
accept that Ahmedabad is not among India’s more
peaceable cities. The whole of Gujarat was plunged
into unprecedented, and arguably state-sponsored,
communal violence in 2002, the scars of which would
take years to heal, if at all. Cricket, particularly
Indo-Pak contests, cannot be divorced from this
reality. A mirror image of a Sharjah-type milieu,
which forced the Indian team not to play Pakistan
there for years, cannot be ruled out. Besides, there
have been earlier episodes of crowd misbehaviour in
Motera, with teams expressing their misgivings about
the place even before 2002. Assurances by chief minis-
ter Narendra Modi that order would be maintained for
the cricket match should not be taken at face value. He
belongs to the political stock
of Bal Thackeray who thought cou NTE
nothing of digging pitches and ———————
making provocative statements -_
against Pakistan when the team P
last toured India in 1999. Modi and
Thackeray can resort to fuelling mob sentiment, being
apt to view riot as sport and vice versa.

There were incidents of violence in Ahmedabad
and Bangalore when India and Pakistan played each
other in the last World Cup in South Africa. When
Ahmedabad could combust over a match being played
thousands of miles away, can it be trusted to remain
calm and composed when the two teams clash in its
backyard? The two teams should play in Gujarat only
if the political climate changes. Cricket can be used
as an effective instrument to promote people-to-
people ties. Gujarat should be avoided precisely to
safeguard this potential and the feel-good sentiment
generated by the last Friendship Series. Besides,
Motera is no great ground either. The pitch is known
not to last more than three days. Why should we be
so desperate to play there?

~
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J\Q >Paklstan refuses to fg\ 1
gofs *blay in Ahmedabad -, 14

B lls
Cricket diplomacy can
help to heal wounds

t’s official now: Pakistan’s refusal to play in
L Ahmedabad when they tour India later this
month has to do with political reasons. The Pakistan
Cricket Board’s (PCB) reluctance to play in the city
has to do with Ahmedabad’s history of communal
trouble. True, Ahmedabad witnessed some of the
worst rioting in the state in 2002. Since then the city
has hosted international matches involving the West
Indies and New Zealand. The PCB’s reluctance is
understandable since the hate campaign launched by
state chief minister Narendra Modi and the sangh
parivar prior to the riots and during the elections
did single out Pakistan and Muslims. Cricketing ties
between India and Pakistan have always reflected
the political and diplomatic discourses in the
subcontinent. Cricket has been a
Tl M Es casualty whenever the two countries
went to war or even when they
amassed troops along the border. In
V g E W recent years, the game has been
promoted as a means of improving
ties between the two countries. That is why the
Indo-Pak series in Pakistan last year was called the
Friendship Series. And, it did live up to the name.

Yes, the wounds of Gujarat 2002 are still raw. And,
that is precisely why Pakistani cricketers should play
in Ahmedabad. Their presence can help to demolish
the sangh parivar propaganda of the Pakistani as the
Evil Other. Irfan Pathan bowling to Inzamam ul-Haq
will not only make for great cricket but also dispel the
contrived logic of religion being the basis of national
identity and loyalty. Cricket could be the great healer
that the state’s fractured body-politic is waiting for. It
is easy, and lazy, to assume that an Indo-Pak cricket
match would fuel tensions. Such imagined fears, if
allowed to continue, can only widen the communal
divide. Reconciliation is a theme that is constantly
repeated in the subcontinent’s tortuous history. An
Indo-Pak game could initiate that process in Gujarat.

—~

\

THE Tikes OF py, O 8 FEB 2009



OURBUREAU

Feb. 6: Politics has again
invaded the India-Pakistan
cricket pitch.

Pakistan today made it
clear that “political reasons”,
not security concerns, were
behind its reluctance to play
in Ahmedabad, one of the
worst-hit places in Gujarat
during the riots of 2002.

In India, too, the political
leadership will now decide the
future course of action.

As the first step, the Man-
mohan Singh government is
expected to request Pakistan
to reconsider the reservations

“The external affairs min-
istry will take up the matter
with Pakistan’s foreign min-
istry and ask it to reconsider
the decision,” a source said in
Delhi. “The government said
it is committed to providing
full security and did not envis-
age any problem with the
match being played in Ahmed-
abad,” he added.

Chennai, Pakistan’s favou-
rite venue after its victorious

Iagb;};baﬂ In

about playing in Ahmedabad. .

S 1e \

team was treated to a ra
standing ovation in 1999, is on
the drawing board as an alter-
native venue.

The BCCI will meet on Feb-
ruary 16 to finalise the sched-
ule for Pakistan’s tour of India
— the first in six years. The
tour, slated to begin on Febru-
ary 25, involves three Tests
and five one-dayers.

The Centre prefers stick-
ing to the original plan be-
cause it feels that a Pakistan
match in Gujarat will go along
way in sending the signal that
the country has put the riots
behind it.

Such compulsions are pla-
ying on Pakistan’s mind, too.
“We do not want to do any-
thing that will affect the good-
will generated by India’s tour
of Pakistan last year. However,
if we play in Gujarat, it will be
construed by hardliners in
our country as a gesture that
condones the riots. We are
helpless,” a Pakistani diplo-
matic source said.

Pakistan Cricket Board
chairman Shaharyar Khan
today indicated as much. “Yes,

THE TF1 EgRrapy

“Politics on pitch, Pak

Delhi %ourt

ty and our reservations are
based on political reasons,” he
told PTI in Karachi.

“Since our objections are
politically based, we thought it
better to completely ignore the
centre (in Ahmedabad), inste-
ad of agreeing to play a short-
er version of the game there,”
the former diplomat said.

“India had security con-
cerns and not political con-
cerns about Peshawar and
Karachi (in 2004). Therefore, it
was mutually agreed that lim-
ited over internationals could
be played at these centres.”

Jagmohan Dalmiya, the
BCCY’s immediate past presi-
dent, told The Telegraph that
the board would be guided by
what New Delhi says.

He pointed out that when
security concerns had cropp-
ed up in the run-up to India’s
tour of Pakistan last year, the
board had taken the same
stand and referred the matter
to the Centre. “The govern-
ment has to decide,” Dalmiya
added.

B See Page 5 and Sport
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