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P ritke Minister Manmohan Singh’s frank interac-

tion with his Myanmar counterpart on the need to
release the pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu
Kyi and move towards “national reconciliation”
may be the first categorical statement by an Indian Head of
Government on this major issue. Of course, behind the
scenes, in personal, bilateral discussions, leaders of several
countries have tried to persuade the military leadership
ruling Myanmar to not only free Ms. Suu Kyi, but also begin
the long journey towards restoration of democracy. All that
has been in vain. The military leadership has hardly pro-
gressed in its so-called national dialogue for reconciliation.
The attempts to get a national convention to draft a new
constitution for the country by bringing the numerous
tribes and groups together appear to have made no headway,
and the general impression is that the junta is not very keen
on completing the exercise early and putting a democratic
framework in place. The military’s primary objective seems
tobe to ensure for itself a statutory role in the socio-political
system and a permanent place in government. Earlier, the
military rulers wanted to adopt the Indonesian model in
which the Armed Forces have a significant presence in
Parliament and consequently in governance. Established by
President Suharto, it survived for three decades. When he
was dethroned, the system collapsed; that the incumbent
President is a former Army General is a different matter.
After his meeting with Mr. Soe Win in Kuala Lumpur on
the sidelines of the East Asian summit, Mr. Manmohan
Singh came out loud and clear: “We favoured national recon-
ciliation and also the movement towards democracy, re-
spect for fundamental human rights and allowing political
activities to flourish.” Though the Association of South East
Asian Nations (ASEAN) has not been 5o vocal in enunciating
its stand, its Foreign Ministers are reported to have decided
to send a team to Yangon to assess the situation and discuss
the emerging crisis with the military rulers. There is no
guarantee that the military junta will respond to such
friendly counsel from neighbours. Myanmar has already
given up its chair of the ASEAN standing committee to avoid
further embarrassment to the regional grouping. Till now,
there has been no commitment by the military leadership to
work for national reconciliation or to restore democracy.
The least the military rulers can do now is to release Ms. Suu
Kyi, involve her and the National League for Democracy in
drafting the new constitution and set a time frame for
holding democratic elections. Given her commitment to
peace, democracy and non-violence, they can be rest assured
that she will cooperate fully with them in any genuine effort
to put Myanmar back on the road to democracy and devel-
opment. The earlier the generals make these moves the
better, for Myanmar’s people have suffered for too long at
theirhands.
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Sham in Myanmar
\NA convention b draft the Constitution vl

he national constitutional convention, that began in
Myanmar last week, carries within it the seeds of a dis-
graceful failure. The effort is a sham and comes after two cri-

" tical developments: the six-month extension of Suu Kyi’s de-

tention; and after the Security ‘Council agreed to hold-a -
closed-door briefing on the country. It is unlikely that there
will be any takers for the assurance reeled off by the junta in
the inaugural address. General Thein Sein’s faith in demo-
cracy is almost comforting. But going by ground realities, the
effort seems to be geared to further entrench the military. It
has been in power since 1993 and the saccharine pledge on
democracy comes 15 years after Suu Kyi’s National League
for Democracy won the election, but was not allowed to rule.
No wonder the NLD is now boycotting the convention as is
the party representing the Shan people. § b,

The convention hardly reflects popular aspirations as its
composition is anything but democratic. What the junta now
touts as the “road map” to democracy ought to include peo- ™
ple’s participation, notably those who have been democra-
tically elected. 1t must above all be conducted in a democratic
environment. It has been convened when Suu Kyi and her
associates are in prison, a fact that makes a mockery of all the
pompous talk of a transition to democracy. It will be difficult
to accept the contention that the junta wants democracy to be
Myanmar’s new way of life. A draft Constitution is unlikely.
A convention on the subject may be-the junta’s.way of
hoodwinking the people. It is just as well that Suu Kyi remains
unmoved.
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Kuala Lumpur, Bec& 11
(Reuters): Southeast Asia’s re-
gional grouping wants to send
anenvoy to visit Myanmar Op-
position leader Aung San Suny
Kyi, Malaysia said today,
marking an extraordinary
step by its own gentle stan-
dards of diplomacy.

The Association of South
East Asian Nations (Asean)
usually avoids invelvement in
member states’ affairs but is
running out of patience with
military-ruled Myanmar, say-
ing it feels embarrassed at the
junta’s lack of progress to-
wards democracy.

“You see Myanmar hag al-
ways asked us to speak on
their behalf. I think we have
done that for 3 long time,” for-
eign minister Syed Hamid
Albar said.

“We cannot be keeping on
promising people.... We must
be able to come back to our-
selves and say, ves, I have met
Suu Kyi, yes, I have met with
some of the leaders, and they
are really undertaking their
own political reconciliation.”
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and that the current state of
the Myanmarese regime ref-
lects the disorder in his
vicious and increasingly
paranoid mind.

_Observers in Yangon have
noted that the regime’s deci-
sion to relocate its adminis-
trative offices to a remote .
region of central Myanmar is
a sign the military govern-
ment has become even more
introspective and — as the
cautiously optimistic among
them add — unsustainable.

The move was not decided
by exhaustive Cabinet-level
debate and  informed
research. There was no
attempt to sound out public
opinion on the matter or
reach a consensus among
government officials and civil
servants. This rash and inad-
visable course proceeded
from the cracked mind of
one man: Than Shwe.

In consultation with his
astrologers, Myanmar’s gen-
eral initiated the move
because of predictions that
Yangon could see bloodshed
and even the fall of the
regime by next month.
Though construction of gov-
ernment offices and other
infrastructure projects was
not yet complete, ministry
officials had to pack their
things into a convoy of trucks
and beat a path out of the
capital. The subsequent con-
fusion and anger among the
country’s civil  servants
should have been anticipat-
ed.

Increasingly, the rumour
“Than Shwe is mad” is
spreading among cowed
down residents and senior
government officials. His
unaccountable  behaviour
has created so much chaos
and desperation among offi-
cials that some even have
health problems.

Home affairs minister
Maung Oo recently suffered
a heart attack and was flown
to Singapore for treatment.
Others m government and
the military believe that
Myanmar is careening
towards disaster, and there is
little anyone can do about it.

Than Shwe’s renowned
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can make no move against
Than Shwe without the
blessing of all the regime’s
senior leaders.

Myanmar seems to have
few alternatives now, and
Yangon’s fabled road map to
democracy seems all but
dead — if it ever lived at all.
The regime expects to
resume its  National
Convention to draw up a
constitution in the coming
months.

If completed, a national
referendum and elections
would follow. Observers in
the capital, however, say that
Than Shwe recently held
meetings with senior advisers
to determine whether he had
any .chance of winning an
election. Advised that such a
chance would be slim, his
reported response  was:
“Forget about elections.”

If these reports are true,
the likelihood of the Nation-
al Convention accomplishing
its intended purpose is slight.

Myanmar has languished
under Than Shwe's degener-
ate and ruthless dictatorship
for more than a decade. The
country’s committed and
courageous Opposition can-
pot —through passive resis-
tance or complete inaction
— allow him to extend his
rule. Global political issues
aside, it is their very future
that is at stake.
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BORDER SECURITY FOR(
TAGOREVILLA, ALAM BAZA

Tender Notice: WW/Proc/77

Sealed tenders are invited by the
Security Force HQ (Water Wing), Tagoi
700 035 for periodical / statutory repair:
Vessef Bikram.

SPECIFICATION OF MV BIKRAM
Length. ’
Width

Draught

Welght-

Made of S
Make & Model of Engine

Py

Manufacturer
- Fuel Capacity
Fresh Water Capacity
Spesd
2. The tender forms, covering terms
defects to be rectified, can be collectec
Nov., 2005 onward and up to 15th Dec.
during office hours i.e. Monday to Fric
-] and 17-00 hrs. against cash payment ¢
favour of IG BSF South Bengal SBi
8554 for Rs.'200 only which is non-refu
submitted up to 11-00 hrs. on 20th Dec
at 12-00 hrs. on 20th Dec., 2005.
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MILITARY ENGINEE

MES, Commander Works Engineers, Bengdubi, Po
Pin Code: 734424, invites application by 26th
MES/PWD/CPWD and Railway Contractors of the aps
the following works:

Name of work Estimated | Period of
Cost comple-
(Rs. in lakh) tion

REPAIRS TO CERTAIN 2350 06 (six)
ROADS OF SOUTH ’ Months
ZONE AREA AT BINNA-
GURI
NOTE:

1. The cost of tender forms/documents (in blank) for ti
(Rupees five hundred only). Applicants (contractors!
Draft/Banker's Cheque of Rupees five hundrad from

GE(S), Binnaguni along with their application for issue ¢
tor) shall bear the cost of Bank charges for procurem
‘Banker’s Cheque. The Demand Draft/Banker’s Cheque
cation for issue of tender form is accapted and tender ¢
contractor after scrutiny and selection. However, it sha,
Accepting Officer in case the tender form is not issue:
become automatically entitled for issue of tender
Draft/Banker’s Cheque along with the application and th
right to deny issue of tender to any applicant/contractor
of. Application for issue of tender without Demand Dra
of tender documents in blank shall be treated as non-b:
given. Any claim whatsoever on this account shall not t

2. Invitation for applications for issue of tender does nc
of tender to the applicant even to enfisted contractor of ¢
be decided by the Actepting Officer based on inter afia
and experiance of similar works executed Sy the applic:
shall consider applications received up to the date of

date of receipt of application for issue of tender. The &
may appeal to the next higher Engineer Authority v
appealfrepresentation shall be entertained in respect «
received after the due date of receipt of application/exte

3. The decision of the next higher Engineer Authority sh
shall not be entitled for any compensation whatsoever 1

For details see indian Trade Joumnal dated 01 Dec
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ASSOCIATE PRESS Q)
YANGON, NOVEMBER 27

MYANMAR'S pro-democ-
racy leader Aung San Suu Kyi
appeared to remain under
house arrest following today’s
expiration of a previous deten-
tion order, with police paying
her a brief visit and govern-
ment security around her
home tightened. Officials from
the country’s secretive military
regime could not be reached to
confirm the action, and a
spokesman for Suu Kyi’s Na-
tional League for Democracy

. partysaid he had no news of a

change in her status.
Spokesman U Lwin said he
had not received any news of
the order, nor had he heard
from Suu Kyi, who is under
virtual solitary cofinement at

REUTERS

“Suu Kyi's dg}rﬂm
extendectofﬂmally

her residence in the Myanmar
capital, allowed no outside vis-
itors and no telephone con-
tact.

U Lwi, who himself has
been under house arrest three
times in the past, noted that-
today was the day when a pre-
vious one-year detention or-
der would expire. “...Accord-
ing to the procedure, if there
is an extension, today would
be the day,” he said.
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“ Why is the Junta o
*¢afraid of Suu Kyl‘? ©

ne step forward, two steps back. That sumsﬂe

Myanmar ruling military junta’s approach to the

peace process, which is expected to restore de-

mocracy in the country at some point in the fu-
ture. The opposition National League for Democracy leader,
Aung San Suu Kyi, is an icon of democracy on the world
stage. She has been under house arrest for the better part of
the last 15 years. Her supporters have calculated that Ms.
Suu Kyi has indeed been detained for a period of 10 years
since 1989, when she was first arrested. The NLD swept the
last general election, which the junta held in 1990 and then
promptly annulled. There has been no real movement since
then towards a return to democracy. Senior General Than
Shwe and his military colleagues continue to rule Myanmar
with an iron hand. They have shown scant regard for in-
ternational public opinion, or even the “friendly counsel” of
Southeast Asian neighbours. The international community,
tired of imposing sanctions and pressing the generals to
have a serious dialogue with Ms. Suu Kyi, has again turned to
the Association of South East Asian Nations, of which Myan-
ar is a member, for turning the screws on the military
fjunta. But this has not worked, as is evidenced by Yangon’s
decision to give up the Chair of ASEAN’s standing commit-
tee rather than agree to initiate a dialogue to restore democ-
racy.

In the face of such intransigence, Ms. Suu Kyi, following in
the footsteps of Mahatma Gandhi and Nelson Mandela, has
led one of the great non-violent political struggles of our
time. A few of the generals, including Prime Minister Khin
Nyunt, who favoured a dialogue were removed from power
— and also “detained.” For over a decade now, the junta has
taken cover behind a seemingly interminable process of
drafting a new Constitution. A National Convention was
established to prepare a draft, but nothing has come out of it.
Initially, the Generals wanted to adopt the ‘Indonesian mod-
el’ to ensure a social and political role for the military.
However, with the collapse of General Suharto in 1998, that
model went out of the window. Rather than reconcile them-
selves to the inevitable and let the people elect a government
of their choice, the military rulers are hanging on to power.
It was high time the international community, led by
ASEAN, stepped up the pressure on Yangon to meet specific
targets. It appears there are inhibitions about pushing
Myanmar again into a path of isolation and closer to China.
Interventionism, which comes up against national sover-
eignty, deservedly has a bad name on the world stage. But
the junta’s continued detention of Ms. Suu Kyi, its refusal to
take any concrete step towards allowing people to choose
their rulers, and its gross human rights violations provide
more than sufficient reason to focus international attention
in an effective way on Myanmar. s




