The price of democracy
The overthrow of Suharto blew the lid off the

pressure cooker of Indonesian radicalism.
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John Aglionby

IEWED THROUGH a

headlines, Indonesia can e
pear to be an unstable nation
ripped asunder by radical Islamists.
Four big terrorist attacks by lecally
recruited militants in three years ~ the
2002 Bali nightclub bombing, the 2003
bomb at the Jakarta Marriott hotel, the
2004 bomb at the Australian embassy in
Jakarta, and Saturday’s Bali bombing —
suggest not only incompetent security
forces but something profoundly wrong
with society.

A further problem is the authorities’
refusal to rein in orthodox Islamist
groups that have bullied more than two
dozen churches into closure over the
past two years and repeatedly attacked
the Ahmadiyah sect’s premises on the
grounds of alleged deviancy, as well as a
decision by the National Ulemas Council
to ban pluralism and liberal teachings.

The most populous Muslim nation
undoubtedly has its problems. Outposts
of radicalism have taken root in much of
the sprawling archipelago over the past
seven years and militants continue to
stoke communal conflict in the eastern
islands of Sulawesi and the Moluccas.
Jemaah Islamiyah, the terror network
linked to Al-Qaeda that wants to turn
most of South-East Asia into a caliphate,
has put down deep roots in the country
and some leading members, such as Aza-
hari Husin — the Malaysian being
blamed for orchestrating the last three
of the four attacks — have been forming
their own organisations with even more
radical agendas. Azahari’s outfit is called
Thoifah Mugatilah (combat unit) and it
is thought to want to escalate the strug-
gle. Like the organisers of the London
attacks, he uses fresh recruits unknown
to the authorities who are willing to
make martyrs of themselves.

Afraid of being seen as Western pawns
by the country’s Muslim majority, the
last four Presidents have declined to
crack down as hard as they could have on
these radical groups, thereby allowing
them to expand. The Government and
its people are now paying the price, hav-
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ing to quell extensive periods of unrest
and prevent terrorist attacks with secu-
rity and intelligence forces that, until
very recently, were far from first-rate.

Having said all this, the radicalism
must be placed in context. Despite its
impact, the movement’s numbers are ti-
ny and not growing fast. And despite the
perceived global assault on Islam —
whether in Iraq, Palestine or elsewhere
— the vast majority of Indonesia’s 190
million Muslims remain moderate. Is-
lam arrived in Indonesia through trade
rather than conquest, so not only does it
lack some of the characteristics preva-
lent elsewhere but it is also diluted by
cultural traditions that predate its arriv-
al. This is becoming manifest in domes-

tic politics: Islamist parties are faring

well but only because they espouse
clean, well-run government and shy
away from demanding an Islamic state.

And history cannot be ignored. Rad-
ical Islam was born during the colonial
era but was violently repressed during
the 32-year dictatorship of General Su-
harto, supported by the West. When his
regime collapsed in 1998, it was as if the
lid had been blown off a pressure cooker.
Radicalism thrived on the oxygen it had
been starved of.

Flourishing democracy

The other major development since
1998 is that Indonesia has transformed
itself into a flourishing democracy. In-
donesians directly elected their Presi-
dent for the first time this year and a
return to authoritarianism seems un-
likely. A new respect for law and order
means Indonesia is not willing to copy
Malaysia and Singapore — or the United
States — by detaining alleged militants
and terrorists indefinitely without
charge. While the great majority of the
nation condemns them, there seems to
be an acceptance that giving everyone a
voice is part of the price of becoming a
democracy. Indonesia has shown the
world how a predominantly Islamic
country can embrace democracy. Alas, it
is also showing the world that the transi-
tion can be costly. — ©Guardian
Newspapers Limited 2005
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President siispects
suicide bombings

INDONESIAN
COPS RELEASE
CHILLING VIDEO

Francis Elliott
and Raymond Whitaker

BALI, Oct. 2. — It is the
simultaneous bombing of
two resorts - and the return
to a previous target - that
point to Al-Qaida and its fol-
lowers being behind last
night’s bloodshed in Bali.
Less than three months
ago, but for a couple of
mishaps for the terrorists,
London would have been hit
by two sets of four explosions
two weeks apart. When the
British consulate and HSBC
bank were hit in Istanbul in
November 2003, authoritics
were caught off-guard, even
though two synagogues had
been bombed five days
before. It took the bombers
nearly three years to return
to Bali, but Indonesian offi-
cials have been warning for
months that the shadowy
Jemaah Islamiah militant
network, seen as the regional
arm of Al-Qaida, was plan-
ning more attacks in the
world’s  most  populous
Muslim nation. Since the
previous Bali atrocity there
had been two bloody bomb-
ings in the capital, Jakarta.
Last night’s bombings arc
a far more typical jihadi
operation than the assault on
London: of the 24 significant
terrorist attacks since 11
September 2001, all but two
have taken place in a Muslim
country. Like those behind
the bombing of the Egyptian
resort of Sharm el-Sheikh in
Jate July, yesterday’s terror-
ists waited for Westerners to
fly to them. Tourists seem
impervious to the threat in
destinations such as
Morocco, Dubai, and Egypt,
even though there have been
six terrorist attacks on
Western visitors to Muslim
countries in the past 12
months alone. .
Although attacks on the
West are regularly thwarted,
intelligence chiefs privately
concede there'is little they
can do to forestall attacks in
many Muslim countries.
Indonesia is thought to
have been the venue for a
“conference” of Osama bin
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An Indonesian mourner places a paper wreath at the bomb blast scene in
Jimbaran, on Bali on Saturday— AFP

Laden’s licutenants at which
a plot to bomb Singapore
was hatched in January 2002.
One man linked to that plot,
Abu Bakar Baaysir, was con-
victed for his role in the first
Bali bombing. Indonesia
promised a crackdown on
radical Islamic groups with
terrorist links, but two
months ago the 67-year-old
cleric had his 30-month sen-
tence cut. Another plotter
was [reed.

Muslim image tarnished,
says Shaukat Aziz

Terrorist acts by Muslim
extremists will not win sup-
port for their cause but will
only tarnish the religion’s
image, Pakistan’s  Prime
Minister said today, a day
atter suspected Islamic sui-
cide bombers killed at least 26
people on Indonesia’s resort
island of Bali.

“All they achieve is to equip
our detractors with grist to
malign Islam and the
Muslims,” Prime Minister Mr
Shaukat Aziz said in a speech
at an Islamic university in
Malaysia's biggest city, Kuala
Lumpur. Mr Aziz, reading
from a prepared text, did not

directly refer to yesterdav’s
Bali bombings that killed at
least 26 people and injured
more than 100.

The Southeast Asian group
Jemaah Islamiyah, which has
strong Al-Qaida links, is
accused of carrying out the
attack.

Mr Aziz claimed the actions
of Muslim extremists had
resulted in the vast majority of
Muslims being associated
with them and demonised.

Mabhathir siams blasts
The deadly bombings on
Indonesia’s Bali island will set
back efforts by Muslims to
correct misperceptions that
thev  support terrorism,
Malaysia’s former Prime
Minister Mr Mahathir Moha-
mad said today. “People will
perceive the Muslims as being
very bad people, but that is
not Islam at all,” said Mr
Mahathir, one of the most
respected figures in the
Islamic world. “We are
against such attacks. There is
no reason at all for doing that.
They are not helping the
cause.” No one has so far
claimed responsibility for the
blasts. — The Independent
(with updates from AP)
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TAGAYTAY (PHILIPPINES): 'South-
east Asian nations vowed on Fri-
day to curb bird flu in the next
three years as the United Na-
tions warned the virus could
mutate and kill up to 150 million
persons.

The 10-member Association
of South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) also pledged $2 million
for a regional fund to curb ani-
mal diseases, including avian in-
fluenza. Bird flu has killed 66
persons in four Asian countries
since late 2003 and millions of
birds have been destroyed, caus-
ing estimated losses of $10 bil-
lion to $15 billion for the poultry
industry.

“The ministers agreed that
the HPAI [highly pathogenic
avian influenzal outbreak re-
quires an all-out coordinated re-
gional effort,” said the ASEAN
Agriculture Ministers in a state-
ment at the end of their meeting
in this resort city south of Manil-
a.

Emergency measures

The task force, recommend-
ing eight measures, proposed
that Thailand lead surveillance
and diagnosis, and Malaysia take
charge of containment, emer-
gency measures and disease-free
zones.

The World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO), the UN. health
agency, said that if the bird flu
virus spreads among humans,
the quality of the global re-
sponse would determine wheth-
er it ends up killing 5 million

Bird flu could kill
150 millidi: WHO

ASEAN endorses plan to fight disease

S0 (e
influenza pandemics

The United Natlons has warned
that a fiu outbreak could kill up to
150 million people if the H5N1 bird
flu virus mutates into a form which

can be transmitted by humans

rigin: Human + avian virus
i H5N1 avian flu
virus infects 18
people, killing 6
In Hong Kong
>’2005: H5N1 has
R Spreadto 10
\, countries claiming
over 60 fives
© GRAPHIC NEWS

persons or as many as 150 mil-
lion. Experts say a lack of funds
is hampering the fight against it
in countries such as Indonesia,
where a fifth victim died on
Monday. ASEAN, China, Japan
and South Korea said they would
work closely with the world ani-
mal health body OIE, the Food
and Agriculture Organisation
(FAQ) and the WHO.

The three agencies plan to
hold a bird flu conference in De-
cember. — Reuters
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