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.S. to make progressive

troop reductions in Ira

oy
Move follows progress in the training of Iraqi force

BAGHDAD: U.S. Defence Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld said on a visit
to Baghdad on Friday that the
United States would withdraw
7,500 troops from Iraq early
next year as six Sudanese, in-
cluding a diplomat, were report-
ed kidnapped in the strife-torn
country.

“Six Sudanese, including the
second secretary at the Suda-
nese embassy in Baghdad, were
kidnapped today in Baghdad
shortly after Friday prayers,” Al-
Jazeera television said.

“One of the hostages then
made contact with the embassy,
which informed the Foreign
Ministry” in Khartoum, said the
Qater-based satellite channel.

Sudanese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Jamal Mohammad
Ibrahim told Al-Jazeera that he
did not know who had kid-
napped the six and appealed for
their immediate release.

Blair hints at pullout

Mr. Rumsfeld’s announce-
ment, which means the number
of U.S. troops will drop back un-
der the level of 138,000 for the
first time since April 2004, came
a day after British Prime Minis-
ter Tony Blair raised the pro-
spects of starting a British troop
pullout next year.

The Prime Minister refused to
be drawn on a timetable, but Fri-
day’s edition of British tabloid
The Sun said the process would
begin in May.

London’s The Times claimed
1,000 troops had already been
pulled back from frontline du-
ties as the first stage of with-
drawal.

Both Mr. Rumsfeld and Mr.
Blair were making surprise visits
to their troops ahead of Christ-
mas.

Mr. Rumsfeld, who arrived in
the country from Afghanistan on
Thursday, held talks with Iraqi
President Jalal Talabani and
Prime Minister Ibrahim Jaafari
on Friday after a brief morning
side trip to neighbouring Jordan
to inspect a training facility for
Iragqi security forces.

The Secretary had earlier an-
nounced that the U.S. reduction
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JOINING FORCES: United States Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld meets
troops at the Al Faw Palace in Baghdad on Thursday. - PHOTO: AP

followed “the recognition of pro-
gress in the training of Iraqi
forces”.

The United States has main-
tained that it would reduce its
military presence in Iraq in line
with the build-up of Irag’s newly
formed security forces.

Washington has announced
the withdrawal of reinforce-
ments sent to Iraq to ensure that
the October 15 referendum on
the constitution and the Decem-
ber 15 general elections went off
smoothly.

“The effect of these adjust-
ments will reduce forces in Irag
by the spring 2006 below the
current level of 160,000 during
the elections period and below
the 138,000 baseline that existed
prior to the most recent elec-
tions,” Mr. Rumsfeld said.

The Defence Secretary also al-
luded to further reductions dur-
ing the course of the year.

“We anticipate future coali-
tion force-level discussions at

[

some point in 2006, after the
new Iragi Government is in
place and is prepared to discuss
the future,” he added.

A new government is expect-
ed to be installed early next year
in the wake of the general elec-
tions whose final resuits are not
yet known.

No deadline set

Speaking at a joint news con-
ference, Mr. Jaafari refused tobe
drawn into setting a deadline for
the withdrawal of foreign forces
from his country, saying this
could not be “an emotional deci-
sion”, but one based on when
national forces could “protect
the country from terrorist vio-
lations™.

In the latest insurgent strike,
gunmen attacked an army
checkpoint in Odhaim, 100 km
north of Baghdad, with rocket-
propelled grenades and auto-
matic weapons, killing eight sol-
diers and wounding 17, police

THE HINEU

said. The early morning attack
was the bloodiest since the De-
cember 15 general elections.

Meanwhile, the likely difficul-
ty of forming a new coalition
government was highlighted
when several thousand Sunni
Arab demonstrators took to the
streets of several Iraqi cities on
Friday alleging widescale electo-
ral fraud by the ruling Shia-
based religious parties.

Early election results suggest-
ed these Shiite parties could win
a majority in Parliament.

Several parties, including the
main Sunni-Arab coalition, have
threatened to boycott the new
Parliament if the electoral com-
mission fails to throw out some
of the tainted election results.

And a court in the Nether-
lands sentenced former chem-
icals trader Frans van Anraat to
15 years in jail for aiding war
crimes by selling chemicals to
the regime of deposed leader
Saddam Hussein. — AFP
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/’ “real threat”, US President

! George W Bush has insisted

J that the Gulf nation was a
part of the “axis of evil.”

“I called it (Iran) part of
the axis of evil for areason,”
Bush said in an interview to a
news channel. “It’s a real
threat.”

Bush first clubbed Iran
along with North Korea and
Saddam Hussein’s Iraq as an
“axis of evil” in his state of the
union address to Congress in
2002. Washington  has
slammed Tehran for the com-
ments of Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad that .
Israclhad norighttoexist. |

The Bush administration
is also stepping up the heat
on Tehran accusing it of us-
ing a civilian nuclear pro-
gramme to hide the urge to
produce nuclear weapons.

“We continue to work the
diplomatic front,” Bush
replied when asked how he
will deal with Iran. “I'm con-
cerned about theocracy that
has got little transparency, a
country whose president has
declared the destruction of
Israel as part of their foreign
policy, and a country that
will not listen to the de-
mands of the free world to
get rid of its ambitions to
have a nuclear weapon,”
Bush said yesterday.
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BEIJING, Nov. 20 -- When President Bush was

flying toward Asia a week ago, his national
security adviser, Stephen J. Hadley, predicted to
reporters in the back of the plane that the four-
nation trip would yield no "headline ﬁ =y Mwosoll

breakthroughs.” He turned out to be right. Offlce

As Bush wrapped up his stay in Beijing on
Sunday and prepared to head home Monday after
a brief stop in Mongolia, the trip has produced
no real breakthroughs of any sort. On a wide variety of issues, from trade to security to human rights,
Bush won no concrete agreements from any of his summit partners.

White House officials said that did not mean the trip was unsuccessful, because they never expected to
bring home any major agreements in the first place. Such trips, they said, reflect a more mature
diplomacy aimed at building relationships and achieving steady progress that will produce gains at some
later date. Yet at the same time, it means that a politically weakened Bush returns home without
anything high-profile to brag about when he could use some good news.

"l know that it's not like a deliverable or big breakthrough, but when breakthroughs are made yoﬁ\'ll be
able to point back" at the trip as paving the way, White House counselor Dan Bartlett said. "Some of
these things aren't things that happen with the snap of a finger. What these summits do provide is an
opportunity to move forward."

Bush wanted Japan to drop its two-year ban on U.S. beef imports, but although Japan seems likely to do
so soon, it did not declare its readiness while the president was in town. Bush wanted to propel free trade
during an economic summit in South Korea, but the general statement drafted by Pacific Rim leaders
drops no tariffs and merely sets the stage for further talks.

In another setback, South Korea's cabinet on Monday backed a proposal to withdraw one-third of the
country's 3,200 troops from Iragq.

In China, Bush's meetings with President Hu Jintao and Premier Wen Jiabao produced little progress
toward resolving long-standing differences. Hu pledged "to gradually achieve balanced trade between
China and the United States" and to "unswervingly press ahead" with plans to allow the Chinese
currency to float more freely. But he offered no plan for how he would achieve either goal.

Hu also vowed "to step up" efforts to combat Chinese piracy of American movies and software. Wen
insisted at length that Beijing was already waging a vigorous campaign to enforce intellectual property
rights. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said there was "very important movement" that indicated the
Chinese were "taking the issue . . . seriously."

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/11/20/AR2005112000827 p... 1/31/2006



Bush's Asia Trip Meets Low Expectations Page 2 of 3

ut neither Rice nor other U.S. officials could point to any specific evidence of that. The Bush
administration recently gave Beijing a list of 25 factories manufacturing pirated DVDs in China, and
there has been no word on whether the Chinese have shut down any of them.

On human rights, Bush's team handed Hu's aides a list of political prisoners when the two met in New
York two months ago and had expressed hope that at least some of them would be released by the time
the president arrived here, as has been customary in the past. Instead, in the weeks before the visit,
Chinese authorities sentenced an underground Christian pastor to three years in prison for illegally
printing Bibles and closed down the firm of a prominent human rights lawyer.

Chinese police detained a group of 30 people who tried to see Bush to complain about the lack of
political freedoms here, according to a member of the group who called the Associated Press after police
stopped them outside the church where the president worshiped Sunday morning.

Rice said U.S. officials complained "quite vociferously" about the crackdown and acknowledged that
the Chinese had not acted on the U.S. list. "We've certainly not seen the progress that we would expect,
and I think we'll have to keep working on it," she said.

Still, Bush did not directly raise the list with Hu, according to U.S. and Chinese officials, and his words
on human rights were muted. "Honestly, human rights issues made up a tiny, tiny, tiny part of the
meeting between the leaders of the two countries," said Kong Quan, a Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman.

The government did keep a promise to allow news coverage of Bush bicycling with Chinese Olympic
athletes. But state television refrained from reporting even the mild comments Bush made encouraging
China "to continue making the historic transition to greater freedom" during a session with Hu, much
less his appearance at a church urging greater religious freedom.

Instead, the national evening news led with extended footage of a welcome ceremony during which
Bush walked past a Chinese military guard and an account of his meetings with Hu and Wen that
focused on Bush's desire for good relations with China and his support for maintaining the status quo in
the Taiwan Strait. The only time viewers heard Bush's voice was during a segment on his visit with the
Olympic athletes as he joked with them to "take it easy" on him.

Bush's words received far less coverage on state television than during his last trip here in February
2002, when the government allowed live broadcasts of a speech to university students and a 37-minute
news conference with then-President Jiang Zemin. This time, reporters were not even allowed to ask
questions during Bush's appearance with Hu. Bush later met with reporters alone to take questions.

The meeting was Bush's fifth with Hu and the first in Beijing since the Chinese leader was named to
head the ruling Communist Party in late 2002. Aides said the relationship was developing. The meeting
was "more comfortable" with "less set-piece reading of points," according to an administration official.

The Bush team is investing in Hu as the best option within the Chinese establishment even though he
has presided over a crackdown on the media, religion, academia and other elements of civil society.
"He's no Thomas Jefferson," the official acknowledged, "but there are a lot of people in the political
world who are more reactionary."”

Bush was particularly struck by Hu's description in New York of the challenges entailed in managing a
nation of 1.3 billion, including mass unemployment, rising social unrest and a widening income gap,

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/11/20/AR2005112000827 p... 1/31/2006
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officials said. Hu's vision of "peaceful development" raising the prosperity of his people impressed
Bush, they added.

The conversation will continue early next year when Hu comes to Washington for a trip making up for
one canceled in September because of Hurricane Katrina. And for Bush, aides insisted, that was the real
achievement of this trip.

"China is a big, growing, strong country," the president said. "And it's very important for me to maintain
a good working relationship with the leadership here."

Correspondent Anthony Faiola in Tokyo contributed to this report.

© 2005 The Washington Post Company
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US embéfssy
in Malaysia
zﬂ\n/closed VY
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KUALA LUMPUR, Dec.
30. — The US Embassy in
Malaysia was closed today
because of an unspecified
security threat, but there
were no reports of threats
to private American inter-
ests, the mission said.

A consular notice said
the sprawling mission in
Malaysia’s main city, Kuala
Lumpur, “was closed until
further notice in response
to a security threat” against
the embassy.

_“At  this time the
embassy has no informa-

jtion of specific, credible
1\51\1reats against private ’

merican  interests in
Malaysia,” it added. US
Embassy spokeswoman
Ms Kathryn Taylor said j
the threat was specifically
linked to the embassy and
“not to American interests
in Malaysia in general.”

“Hopefully, we’ll be able
to reopen on Tuesday, but
that would depend on the
security posture that is
taken at that time,” Ms
Taylor said

Mr Abdul Aziz Bulat,
the chief of Kuala Lum-
pur’s police criminal inves-
tigations, said information
about the threat definitely
did not come from the
Malaysian police. 7
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Bush defines ter

Americans should
insist on a debate

our democracy, not
comfort to our

adversaries.”
David E. Sanger

RESIDENT GEORGE W. Bush issued a

stark warning to Democrats on Tuesday
about how to conduct the debate on Iraq as
mid-term elections approach, declaring that
Americans know the difference between
“honest critics” and those “who claim that
we acted in Iraq because of oil, or because of
Israel, or because we misled the American
people.”

In a speech to the Veterans of Foreign
Wars in Washington, Mr. Bush appeared to
be trying to pre-empt a renewal of argu-
ments about whether to begin a withdrawal
immediately, as Rep. John Murtha argued in
November, or whether to keep a large pres-
ence in Iraq through the year.

Democrats themselves have been deeply
divided on that issue, even while criticising
Mr. Bush’s conduct of the war.

In some of his most combative language
yet directed as critics, Mr. Bush said Amer-
icans should insist on a debate “that brings
credit to our democracy, not comfort to our
adversaries.” That follows a theme that Vice
President Dick Cheney set last week, when
he said critics of the administration’s con-
duct of the war risked undercutting the ef-
fort to defeat the insurgency.

At a meeting at the White House on
Thursday with former Secretaries of State
and Defense, Mr. Bush was warned several
times that if he neglected to build support at
home, he could face the problems that the
Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon administra-
tions faced with Vietnam.

Mr. Bush’s response was to insist that he
had a strategy to win the war in Iraq —
something administration officials say they
do not believe their predecessors had in
Vietnam — and he repeated that in his
speech on Tuesday.

“We have a responsibility to our men and
women in uniform, who deserve to know
that once our politicians vote to send them
into harm’s way, our support will be with
them in good days and in bad days,” Mr.
Bush said. “And we will settle for nothing
less than complete victory.”

By referring to a vote, Mr. Bush was ap-
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TALKING TOUGH: U.S. President George W. Bush told Veterans of Foreign Wars: "We will see more tough fighting
and we will see more sacrifice in 2006 because the enemies of freedom continue to sow violence and destruction.
We'll also see more progress toward victory.” - PHOTO: REUTERS

parently alluding to the Congressional reso-
lution authorising the use of force against
Saddam Hussein, if necessary. Part of the
White House strategy in recent months has
been to note how many of the administra-
tion’s critics voted for that resolution, and
turned against the war only after it became
difficult.

Mr. Bush was speaking in the same hotel
ballroom where last month he described the
effort to reconstruct Iraq, admitting to ma-
jor mistakes in the early part of that process.
But in that speech, he faced a sceptical audi-
ence: the Council on Foreign Relations,
whose members greeted him with tepid ap-
plause.

Tuesday, in front of 425 members of the

THE HINCU

VFW, Mr. Bush received standing ovations.
The group, which recently passed a resolu-
tion supporting the Iraq action, interrupted
Mr. Bush repeatedly as he predicted that
progress would be made in fighting the in-
surgency and in stabilising the newly elected
government.

At the same time, he acknowledged the
charges of human rights violations by the
Iragi police, who he said have been “accused
of committing abuses against Iraqi civil-
ians.”

“That’s unacceptable,” he said. The U.S.
was adjusting how it trains the Iraqi officers,
including the establishment of an ethics and
leadership institute in Baghdad to establish
a curriculum for the nine police academies.

Mr. Bush made no reference to the revela-
tions over the past year to Americans’ abus-
es of detainees, in Iraq and elsewhere.

He also acknowledged the slow progress
in restoring basic services, but argued that
the problems paled in comparison to the
progress he sees in Iraq.

But it was Mr. Bush’s warning to Demo-
crats that led him into new territory.

“There is a difference between responsib-
le and irresponsible debate, and it’s even
more important to conduct this debate re-
sponsibly when American troops are risking
their lives overseas,” he said.

But he never specifically named his crit-
ics. —New York Times News Service



U.S. policies in the Eurasian region

M.K. Bhadrakumar

HERE IS a preponderance of storms

around the Black Sea. Its ancient

beaches are littered with shipwrecks

from the classical world. Some Amer-
ican geologists insist the great Biblical flood oc-
curred there.

The storms in the geopolitics of the region
may not be apocalyptic, but could cause turbu-
lence in Eurasia. Two events highlight this. First,
U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice visited
Bucharest on December 6 for signing “a historic
military access agreement,” reportedly estab-
lishing four American military bases near the
Black Sea. Ms. Rice promptly hailed Romania as
“one of our strongest friends, a friend with
whom we share common values .. not just
friends ... [as] our forces are brothers and sisters
in arms in Iraq, Afghanistan, in the Balkans.”

The Americans are wading into the Black Sea
for the first time. It is a defining moment for
Russia’s tryst with the Black Sea — a region
embedded in the Russian consciousness, its lit-
erature, folklore, customs, and culture.

Secondly, a new regional grouping with the
ambitious title Community of Democratic
Choice (CDC) took form at a conclave in Kievon
December 2. It comprised nine countries from
the Balkan, Baltic, and Black Sea regions. The

residents of Ukraine, Georgia, Lithuania, Lat-
via, Estonia, Romania, Moldova, Slovenia, and
Macedonia attended the conclave, apart from
government delegations from Azerbaijan, the
Czech Republic, Hungary, and Poland, and ob-
servers from the United States. The CDC’s
stated objectives are promotion of democratic
values, regional stability, and economic
prosperity.

But Georgia’s State Minister Giorgi Bara-
midze claimed the CDC would confront Russia,
or at least counterbalance Russian influence in
Eurasia. The CDC member-countries are to
meet again in March 2006 in Bucharest, and in
Vilnius and Thilisi later in the year.

Curiously, these developments bypassed two
major regional powers — Turkey and Germany.
Considering that Turkey, a major NATO power,
is stretched along the Black Sea’s southern
shores, besides “controlling” the Bosphorous,
there was no real need of American military
bases. Also, as the region’s oldest democracy,
Turkey ought to have been mentoring the CDC.

I
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American strategic thinkers seek the projection
of U.S. power into Eurasia on a permanent
footing. The central issue involved is Russia’s
unquestioned emergence as the 21st century’s

energy superpower.

This calls attention to the phenomenal trans-
formation of Russo-Turkish relations. Never be-
fore in their tumultuous history have the two
countries found themselves at ease with each
other as today. Their growing importance for
each other is underlined by the fact that Russian
President Vladimir Putin visited Turkey twice in
the past 11 months. Russia and Turkey have
become friendly competitors and stakeholders.

The ‘German question’ is even more glaring.
For, minus Germany, what is Central Europe
and the Balkans worth? But Germany does not
fit into the CDC’s anti-Russia bias. Germany
supports a rapprochement between Russia and
the Central and Eastern European states. It
would prefer a unified and constructive Europe-
an Unjon agenda for Russia so that Russia’s
future relations with the West would be predict-
able. The noted scholar, Alexander Rahr, Direc-
tor of the Russia/CIS Koerber Centre at the
German Council of Foreign Relations, wrote re-
cently: “The Christian Democrats will do more
to dismantle Central and Eastern European
fears of a ‘German-Russian axis’... [But] the Rus-
sia policy of a new government will be guided by
practical considerations. The German economy
will not want to give up the chance to conquer
one of the biggest growth markets of the 21st
century, and will not wait until Russia has adopt-
ed Western values before becoming active on the
Russian market.”

American strategic thinkers have been argu-
ing for the projection of U.S. power into Eurasia
on a permanent, long-term footing. A report,
“Regional Security in the South Caucasus: The
role of NATO,” by a task force of prominent
American specialists, under the auspices of the
Central Asia-Caucasus Institute of the Johns
Hopkins University, last year stressed: “The
Western world has long regarded the Black Sea
as a boundary separating Europe from Asia ...
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Today’s strategic imperatives havel consigned
that perception to history ... The Cautasus forms
the hub of an evolving geo-strategic and geo-
economic system that stretches from NATO Eu-
rope to Central Asia and Afghanistan. It provides
unique transit corridors for Caspian energy sup-
plies and Central Asian commodities to the Eu-
ro-Atlantic community, as well as direct access
for allied forces to bases and operational theat-
res in the Greater Middle East and Central Asia.
Thus the Black Sea and Caspian basins ... com-
prise a functional aggregate, now linked directly
to the enlarged Euro-Atlantic Alliance ..This
region has already begun functioning as a rear
area or staging ground in terms of projecting
Western power and values along with security
into Central Asia and the Greater Middle East.
This function is likely to increase in significance
as part of U.S. and NATO strategic initiatives.”
The CDC provides a fig leaf without which
American power projection would look a brazen
attempt to establish hegemony. What emerges is
that though Georgia, Ukraine, and Kyrgyzstan
brought discredit to the dogma of “colour revo-
lutions,” Washington, after some quick rethink,
is going ahead with a schematic programme of
regime changes in the former Soviet republics. A
confrontation may arise in Belarus during the
presidential elections in July. To the disbelief of
those who believed history ended with the Cold
War, ideology is returning with a vengeance.
But Washington will be pragmatic. The litmus
test of the “colour revolution” will be how U.S.
business interests are affected by political in-
stability. As a Xinhua commentary noted on the
elections in Kazakhstan last week, “The U.S. has
invested 10 billion dollars in Kazakhstan’s
booming energy sector. Besides, the 4-billion
dollar Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan pipeline, a major
American-backed energy initiative, needs
pumping Kazakh oil reserves. So the U.S. rheto-

ric became more moderate.” The same prag-
matism characterised the U.S. approach toward
parliamentary elections in Azerbaijan recently.
Wherever possible, the ideology of democra-
cy, freedom, human rights and so on that “colour
revolutions” tirelessly invoke will be pitted
against a perceived spiritual and economic dev-
astation and bankruptcy, and a total absence of
the institutions, traditions, and political culture
of liberal capitalism and democracy that alleged-

) 1 1/ _—Ty prevails in the Eurasian heartlands, including

Russia.

Of course, the U.S. strategic community un-
derstands that there are no signs of an economic
crisis and the consequent political upheaval that
could change the power constellation in Moscow
as had happened in Ukraine and Georgia. But a
Helsinki Declaration-like mechanism will be
useful for internationalising Eurasia’s “frozen
conflicts” such as Chechnya or Transdniester or
Ossetia. Besides, the dream of Western integra-
tion must be fostered in Eurasia despite the
uncertainties about the European Union’s fur-
ther expansion.

Americans’ reasoning

Senior American officials have laboured to
rationalise the geopolitical and security context
of these far-reaching U.S. foreign policy moves
to get embedded in the vast region enjoining
four major powers — Russia, China, India, and
Iran. They say the countries of Central Asia and
the Caucasus constitute the front line vis-a-vis
extremism, drug trafficking, and terrorism. And,
countering authoritarianism, unresolved ethnic
and nationalist conflicts, human rights viola-
tions and economic stagnation, which fuel do-
mestic unrest, extremism of various kinds and
international terrorism, is the key to protecting
U.S. interests.

Secondly, the region’s tremendous oil and gas
reserves alone add to its importance to the U.S.
(To quote from a Congressional testimony in
September focussing on U.S. foreign policy to-
wards Eurasia, “The proven oil reserves of just
two states in the Caspian Sea basin, Kazakhstan
and Azerbaijan, are only slightly less than those
of the United States.”)

Thirdly, extremism threatens to destabilise
several areas within Eurasia. In particular,
therefore, the U.S. must monitor the role of
political and radical Islam and the conditions
that permit Islamic extremism to flourish.
Fourthly, the U.S. cannot ignore the countries of
the post-Soviet space struggling to escape the
debilitating legacy of communism, as a failing or
failed state anywhere in the world can pose dan-
gers to the security of the U.S.

Fifthly, the U.S. and its NATO allies have dem-
onstrated their capacity to successfully inter-
vene with military, diplomatic, humanitarian,
and technical assistance in somewhat compara-
ble circumstances in the Balkans (accompanying
the collapse of the former Yugoslavia), to protect
human rights, establish peace and lay the foun-
dation for sustainable democracies and open
market economies. But there are simply no
matching assets available for stabilising Eurasia.
Finally, U.S. officials acknowledge that the U.S.’
most important foreign policy and security in-
terest in Eurasia is its complex relationship with
Russia itself.

The central issue here is Russia’s unques-
tioned emergence as the 21st century’s energy
superpower. Does the U.S. indeed have vested
interests in Russia’s renaissance, as it claims, or
does realpolitik demand the annihilation of Rus-
sia’s status as an independent centre so as to
incorporate it into the periphery of the Western
community? The alacrity with which the bar of
eligibility of NATO membership is being low-
ered for accommodating countries in Russia’s
neighbourhood appears to signify a structured
expression of U.S. strategy.

The establishment of U.S. militarybases in the
Black Sea effectively makes the Caucasus a di-
rect neighbour to the institutionalised West. As
the task force report of Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity summed up, “with the U.S.-led anti-ter-
rorism coalitions projecting power into Central
Asia, Afghanistan and Iraq, the South Caucasus
has de facto been drawn into the perimeter of
Euro-Atlantic strategic security interests ..
Thus, while remaining a permanent neighbour
of Russia, the South Caucasus has in effect be-
come a Euro-Atlantic borderland. This Amer-
ican-spearheaded development is so recent that
its full implications have not yet sunk in.”
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)ther two contentious weeks,
the United States neared agree-
ment with an ar-ray of other
countries late on Friday to joinin
global talks about possible new
steps to combat climate change,
the chief US negotiator said.
“We're getting very close. I'm
quite confident we will have a
successful outcome,” Harlan
Watson told as the UN climate
conference entered its final
hours.

Any agreement would proba-
bly be only a small step forward,
however, by a Bush administra-
tion that for days resisted Canadi-
an and other efforts to draw it
into multilateral talks on manda-
tory reductions in greenhouse-
gas emissions in the period after
2012, —AP '
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" US seeks th
help'on Iran “iraq

i Washington: Two days of discussions between the United States and
China indicated the pair have common ground on contentious issues
but they sometimes will use differing policies to reach mutual goals.
US officials emerged from the sessions seemingly convinced that the
Chinese government has made a policy decision to exercise its emerg—
ing economic and political power as a “responsible stakeholder” in ;
world affairs. The phrase was used in a September speech by Robert
Zoellick, the US state department’s No 2 official, that laid out US { ¥ *
j strate gles in its future relationships with China. Zoellick headed the .
US side in the talks that ended Thursday His counterpart for China {
was Dai Bingguo, China’s executive vice foreign minister. g
“During this week’s dialogue we discussed how China could work f =
with the United States and others on challenges such as Iraq,
Afghanistan, Iran and North Korea,” Zoellick said in a statement
about the talks. “Without always pursuing the same policies, we can
still pursue the same policy goals with complementary approaches.
We discussed our overiapping interests in fighting terrorism, pre-
venting the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, building

energy security and reducing the risks of pandemic dlse_ase.”
1‘

x

US officials said Dai replied to every statement in Zoellick’s Sep-
tember speech, apparently eager to show China’s decision tobe a
major player in world affairs in concert with the US and others. ar |
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Dec. 5. — Secretary of State Ms
Condoleezza Rice turned the
tables on European critics of
tough US tactics in the war on ter-
ror today, maintaining that intelli-
gence gathered by the CIA has
saved European lives.

Assurances by Ms Condoleezza
Rice, the US secretary of state,
that the USA did not send
detainees abroad for torture were
dismissed last night by a cross-
party group of MPs as “beyond
behef” The MPs said it was “like-

* that suspects had been tor-
tured. The cross-party group
which was launched yesterday to
investigate the ‘extraordinary ren-
ditions’ of prisoners by the CIA,
claimed that Ms Rice had con-
firmed that Britain had been told
about the nature of the secret
CIA flights to UK airports.

Mr Andrew Tyrie, the Tory
chairman of the all-party group,
said: “There has been so much
smoke on this issue, it’s very
unlikely that there is not a fire
somewhere. I think it’s likely they
have been tortured.”

Downing Street was challenged
over photographs produced at the
weekend of CIA planes landing
and taking off at UK airports.
Downing Street denied British
airports had been used for torture
flights, “so far as we aware of”.
But that statement failed to satis-
fy the cross-party group of MPs
including former Labour minister
Mr Chris Mullin, and Mr Menzies
Campbell, deputy leader of the
Liberal Democrats.

Mr Mullin, the former Labour
foreign affairs minister said:

porers
Y

ances in
«gome of the assuf

statement defy belief in a country
where there has recently been a
public discussion on whether sub-
merging prisoners in water to the
point of drowning constitutes tor-
ture or not.”

Mr Tyrie said Ms Rice’s assur-
ance that the USA respected the
sovereignty of other countries was
a clear hint that British ministers
were told about the flights. “It
sounds by implication whatever
has been going on the British
authorities have been kept
informed of it,” he said.

Mr Tyrie said she had carefully
chosen her words to avoid ruling
out abuse of prisoners that
stopped short of torture. “She
said torture is defined by law and
by implication there may be levels
of duress that may be short of tor-
ture,” he said.

He also dismissed Ms Rice’s

§ 2PN ~F
acenrances abayut hie use of W0i-
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ture, saying: “What she actually

mr‘ C:T i

“said was the US doesn’t move

Rlcedefends anti-terror policy

people about for the purpose of
torture and the government seeks
assurances that transferred peo-
ple will not be tortured. We have
to ask ourselves how valuable
these assurances are for countries
like Egypt, Syria, and Libya. 1
think it’s likely they have been tor-
tured.”

He warned Ms Rice that
defending abuse of prisoners
would prove counter productive.
“We have got to be clear in our
minds why we are so worried
about it. It’s not just that people
may have been tortured. It’s the
effect that using torture to try to
combat terrorism is likely to leave
us less secure, not more. It is like-
ly to inflame Muslim opinion. We
have learned that lesson the hard
way in Northern Ireland; the
French learned that lesson in
msvua 1]

“I think they (the US) over-

-3 ‘A‘:A\‘N
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reacted to 11 September. They
made a profound mistake invad-
ing Irag. They made a number of
other mistakes. This looks as
though it could be another one
and it is our job to make sure they
don’t fall over the cliff.”

For the Liberal Democrats, Mr
Campbell MP, described Ms

"Rice’s statement as “ disingenu-

ous”. He said: “The volume of
evidence of transfers has become
overwhelming but what possible
purpose is served by rendition
other than to subject individuals
to harsher treatment than would
otherwise  be  the  case?
“Parliament and the public are
entitled to expect the British gov-
ernment to show equivalent can-
dour. But the question remains,
what did our government know
and when did it know it? How

" high up the political tree did such

knowledge go?” ‘

The Labour chairman of the
Commons foreign affairs commit-
tee, Mr Mike Gapes gave a pledge
that his committee would also
pursue ministers over “extraordi-
nary rendition” flights across the
UK airspace.

White House security breach

A man from Arkansas, Mr Shawn
A Cox. has scaled the fence sur-
rounding the White House while
President Mr George W Bush was
inside and was immediately cap-
tured by Secret Service officers.
Secret Service spokesman Mr |
Jonathan Cherry said Cox was |
being charged with unlawful entry |
and was expected to appear today |
in US District Court adds AP from |
Washington. |

— The Inuepenaent |



\‘A

WASHINGTON, Dec. 1.
— Noting that the USA is
“working closely” with
European allies, Russia,
India and China, to deter
“Iran’s nuclear . ambi-
tions”, a senior Bush
administration official has
slammed Teheran for
“defiantly pursuing” an
atomjc weapons  pro-
gramme and warned that
some nations might apply
curbs on trade if negotia-
tions over the issue fail.
“In coordination with
our allies and our friends
around the world, the
USA seeks to isolate Iran.
It seeks to promote a
diplomatic solution to
Iran’s nuclear ambitions...
to expose and oppose
Iran’s support of terror-
ism. And... to advance the

\t«,x USA threaten§

cause of democracy and
human rights within Iran,”
said under-secretary for
political  affairs  Mr
Nicholas Burns.

If diplomacy does not
succeed, he said, “there is
a  growing diplomatic
coalition to apply curbs,
and other countries have
trade and other weapons.”
He, however, said the
USA would not try to
organise trade and invest-
ment sanctions. “It’s up to
the Europeans to decide.
It’s not up to the United
States of America.”

During the course of
remarks at the Paul Nitze
School of  Advanced
International Studies of
the Johns  Hopkins
University, Mr Burns said
few in the international
community have doubts
on what the real objective
of the Iranain nuclear

programme was % devel-
oping nuclear weapons
capabilities.

“Why then would
Teheran deny the Inter-
national Atomic Energy
Agency (JAEA) access to
its facilities, defy IAEA
demands regarding its
programme and pursue
casting and machining
technology  specifically
related to nuclear weap-
ons manufacturing if its
intentions were limited to
civil nuclear energy pro-
duction,” Mr Burns asked.

The, State Department
official called on Iran to
return to the discussions
with the EU-3 and said
that Russia’s efforts thus
far have been met with a
cool response from Iran.

“The USA is working
closely with the Euro-
peans, Russia, India,
China and other countries

-
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with the hope of forming
one increasingly united
and purposeful coalition
to deter Iran’s efforts. This
circle of countries is
widening. Iran should lis-
ten to the call for it to
return to active and sus-

tained negotiations with

Europe,” Mr Burns said.

“If Iran does not do so, .
then it will face, at a time
of our choosing, a UN
Security Council debate to
support and reinforce the
work of the IAEA,” Mr
Burns said.

In Ankara, Iranian for-
eign minister Mr Manouc-
hehr Mottaki said the taiks
would resume within the
next two weeks. If diplo-
macy does not succeed,
Mr Burns said, a growing
number of countries prob-
ably would consider pun-
ishments such as limiting
trade and investments.
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Bush's Asia Trip Meets Low Expectations
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By Peter Baker and Philip P. Pan RS

Washington Post Staff Writers
Monday, November 21, 2005; Page A01 s Ve

BEIJING, Nov. 20 -- When President Bush was flying toward Asia a
week ago, his national security adviser, Stephen J. Hadley, predicted
to reporters in the back of the plane that the four-nation trip would
yield no "headline breakthroughs." He turned out to be right.

As Bush wrapped up his stay in Beijing on Sunday and prepared to
head home Monday after a brief stop in Mongolia, the trip has
produced no real breakthroughs of any sort. On a wide variety of
issues, from trade to security to human rights, Bush won no concrete
agreements from any of his summit partners.

enlarge photo 3

White House officials said that
did not mean the trip was
unsuccessful, because they
never expected to bring home
any major agreements in the
first place. Such trips, they said,
reflect a more mature diplomacy
aimed at building relationships
and achieving steady progress
that will produce gains at some
later date. Yet at the same time,
it means that a politically
weakened Bush returns home
without anything high-profile to
brag about when he could use
some good news.

President Bush rides with members of the
Chinese Olympic cycling team on the Laoshan
Olympic Mountain Bike Course in Beijing. Bush
as traveler, C1. (By Charles Dharapak -

Associated Press)

PHOTOS

Bush Tours Asia
President Bush and First
Lady Laura Bush are on
week-long trip to Asia. The
k trip will include stops in

Japan, South Korea,
China and Mongolia.

"I know that it's not like a
deliverable or big breakthrough,

11/21/2005
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Bush wanted Japan to drop its Technorati
two-year ban on U.S. beef imports, but although Japan seems likely
to do so soon, it did not declare its readiness while the president was
in town. Bush wanted to propel free trade during an economic
summit in South Korea, but the general statement drafted by Pacific
Rim leaders drops no tariffs and merely sets the stage for further
talks.

In another setback, South Korea's cabinet on Monday backed a
proposal to withdraw one-third of the country's 3,200 troops from
Iraq.

In China, Bush's meetings with President Hu Jintao and Premier

Wen Jiabao produced little progress toward resolving long-standing

differences. Hu pledged "to gradually achieve balanced trade

between China and the United States" and to "unswervingly press
bp ahead" with plans to allow the Chinese currency to float more freely.
But he offered no plan for how he would achieve either goal.

Hu also vowed "to step up" efforts to combat Chinese piracy of
beyond petroleurns  American movies and software. Wen insisted at length that Beijing
was already waging a vigorous campaign to enforce intellectual

RSS NEWS FEEDS property rights. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said there was
Top News "very important .movement" that indicated the Chinese were "taking
World the issue . . . seriously.”

What is RSS? | All RSS Feeds
But neither Rice nor other U.S. officials could point to any specific
E-MAIL NEWSLETTERS evidence of that. The Bush administration recently gave Beijing a list
View a Sample and Sign Up  of 25 factories manufacturing pirated DVDs in China, and there has

'g’fl’ay's Headlines & been no word on whether the Chinese have shut down any of them.
olumnists

Breaking News Alerts On human rights, Bush's team handed Hu's aides a list of political

Manage Your Newsletters prisoners when the two met in New York two months ago and had
expressed hope that at least some of them would be released by the
time the president arrived here, as has been customary in the past.
Instead, in the weeks before the visit, Chinese authorities sentenced
an underground Christian pastor to three years in prison for illegally
printing Bibles and closed down the firm of a prominent human

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/11/20/AR20051 12000827.... 11/21/2005
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rights lawyer.

Chinese police detained a group of 30 people who tried to see Bush
to complain about the lack of political freedoms here, according to a
member of the group who called the Associated Press after police
stopped them outside the church where the president worshiped
Sunday morning.

Rice said U.S. officials complained "quite vociferously" about the
crackdown and acknowledged that the Chinese had not acted on the
U.S. list. "We've certainly not seen the progress that we would
expect, and I think we'll have to keep working on it," she said.
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US FOREIGN POLICY
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merican presidents are jinxed
&y the term two trauma. One
hould understand why. Pre-
‘sident Johin Kennedy’s 1960 elec-
tion was a watershed. The market
got entrenched into electoral
politics as never before. For the
first time TV debates created a
decisive impact. The electorate

was categorised and quantified,.

its. opinions sampled through
market surveys, then computed
to determine what the candidates
should say to maximize voter-ap-
peal. Earlier great democratic
leaders believed in agendas. They
persuaded the public to follow
them. There were leaders like
Churchill, Roosevelt, de Gaulle

and Gandhi. Now market surveys.

determine what leaders should
say. They don’t lead the public.
They are led by the market. They
are controlled by the corporate
world.

Kennedy of course got no
second term. He was assassina-
ted. His murder remains an un-
solved mystery. After his death
his policies were reversed. Before
his murder he had signed a paper
recalling US troops from Viet-
nam. He contemplated a strike
against China’s nuclear sites.

Russian cooperation

He sought Khrushchev’s coo-
“peration for containing China.

He was finalising a strategic def-
ence alliance with India. After his
death President Johnson rescin-
ded the order for withdrawal
from Vietnam. Nixon’s presi-
dency broke the ice with China
for containing the Soviet Union.
That ruled out the proposed
strategic alliance with India.

Nixen understood politics. He
had clawed his way to the top. In
a Look magazine interview he
identified four contemporaries
who understood power politics.
Beside himself he named Nelson
Rockefeller, Barry Goldwater
and Texas Governor John Con-
nolly. He struck a cozy relation-
ship with corporate America and
created the US-China strategic
alliance. He thought he would
become his own man in his
second term. He wanted to
replace Secretary of State Henry
Kissinger by John Connolly.

Subsequently Connolly’s politi-
cal career was ruined by the Milk
Fund Scandal. Later, but too late,
Connolly was exonerated. Water-
gate destroyed Nixon! Corporate
America has long arms. Reagan
in his second term battled for his
life after narrowly escaping an
assassination attempt. The lran-
Contra scandal paralyzed his
administration.

Clinton made a breakthrough
in his attempt to solve the Middle
East crisis. He reached agree-
ment with Israeli Premier Yitz-

The author is a veteran journalist and
cartoonist

Bush's Term Two Trauma ¢%- v

By RAJINDER PURI

hak Rabin. Unidentified Israelis
assassinated Rabin. Clinton in his
second term was crippled by the
Monica Lewinsky scandal. His
legal defence costs for that case
were met partly by China’s Peo-
ples’ Liberation Army through its
American representative  Wang
Jun. Clinton escaped impeach-
ment because Republicans like
Democrats had also received

illegal election funds from China.
Clearly, term two traumas were

related o US foreign policy. The
Bush administration is also vul-
nerable on many counts. Not le-
ast being official lies to justify the
invasion of. Iraq. But the issuc
haunting the Bush team is the
Valerie Plame Wilson affair. She
is the wife of the US diplomat
who exposed the administration’s
lies about Iraq’s nuclear progra-
mme. To settle scores top US offi-
cials blew the cover of his wife, a
covert CIA operative. That expo-
sure was a serious offence.

It cost undercover Americans
their lives. Investigations have ze-
roed in on Bush's closest aide
Karl Rove and Vice President
Cheney’s closest aide Lewis
Libby. If they are indicted Bush
could become a lame duck presi-
dent. There is speculation that
Vice President Cheney himself
could be involved. Public criti-
cism of President Bush is moun-
ting. Colonel Lawrence Wilker-
son, chief of staff to former Sec-
retary of State Colin Powell, said:
“What 1 saw was a cabal between
the vice-president of the United
States, Richard Cheney, and the
secretary of defense, Donald
Rumsfeld, on critical issucs”. He
accused this cabal of serious mis-
takes with North Korea and Iran.

Spurious charges

Bush’s second term differs
from those of his predecessors in
one vital aspect. Earlier presi-
dents were weakened to prevent
any change in policy. Bush is be-
ing weakened while policy is
being changed. It is the architects
of the earlier policy who are be-
ing targeted. President Bush star-

ted his first term as expected. He
took a tough stand on Taiwan. He
rattled China by announcing pla-
ns for the Missile Defence Sys-
tem. Then 9/11 derailed policy.
Although US intelligence iden-
tified Osama bin Laden’s Al Qae-
da as the culprit, the neo-conser-
vative advisers surrounding Bush
immediately focused on Iraq.
The American assault on Af-
ghanistan toppled the Taliban
regime. But instead of concluding

that war and capturing Osama,
Bush started another war against
Iraq on the spurious charge that
it had weapons of mass destruc-
tion and was allied to Osama.
This was patently false.

Saddam was patroniscd by the
Russians. The Iraqis always op-
posed Islamic fundamentalism.
They were perceived as a threat
by Saudi Arabia. They had no

“sympathy for Al Qaeda. They

were opposed to Tran which had
received American arms in its
war against Iragq.  China, howe-
ver; has close links with the Tali-
buan, Al Qaeda and Pakistan’s ex-
tremists. The PLA had nursed
Pakistan’s army and ISI. In the
mid-nineties China financed Isla-
mic terrorism in Indonesia and
Malaysia through Pakistan and
[ran to keep the South-east Asian
governments on edge. China sou-
ght leverage for controlling the
strategic Malacca Straits. Rich-
ard L Russell, author of Strategic
Contest: Weapons Proliferation
and War in the Greater Middle
East, researched how China
through weapons of mass des-
truction brought Saudi Arabia,
Iran, and Pakistan into its fold.
All are pivotal states in the Isla-
mic world. These states view Chi-
na as a future counterbalance to
America.

Saudi General Khaled said:
“China’s rapid economic growth
must soon make it a formidable
military power, which we, in the
Middle East, must take into
account”, During the 1980s the
Saudis purchased CSS-2 interme-
diate range missiles from China
which came from an array of over

”He\\c

100 nuclear-capable IRBMs first
tested by China in 1969 and later
deployed in 1971. The security
cooperation between both nati-
ons still continues. ’

Iran forged military ties- with
China throughout its: war with
Iraq. Simultaneously” America
and Israel also backed Iran
against Iraq. In the early eighties,
Iran purchased substantial Chin-
ese conventional military hard-
ware. Later China sold HY-2
Silkworm cruise missiles to Iran.

President Reagan objected. In
1988 China promised America it
would stop the sale. But it lied. In
January 1996 Iran tested an ad-
vanced Chinese C-802 anti-ship
cruise missile. Once again under
US pressure China in 1997 rene-
wed its pledge to President Clin-
ton it would halt future sales of
cruise missiles to Iran. America
was touchingly patient while dea-
ling with China! One wonders if
Clinton ever brought up the lra-
nian missiles issue with his Chi-
nese financial benefactor Wang
Jun.

Nuclear proliferation

The Iranians.. and Chinese
continue to maintain high-level
contacts to strengthen their stra-
tegic relationship. One need not
reiterate China using Pakistan as
its most trusted proxy tor nuclear
proliferation. Dr Abdul Qadeer
Khan was also a conduit to Iran."
Two trends have surfaced in
Bush’s second term. First, there is
a perceptible rollback in foreign
policy. Secondly, Bush aides are
coming under legal assault,
Watergate style. In foreign policy
Israel has been compelled to
suspend arms sales to China. It
has also been forced to withdraw
from Gaza. At the same time,
there is slight hardening of Ame-
rica’s stance -against China and
North Korea. America is too
badly enmeshed in Iraq for quick
policy reversal. ’

India must safeguard against
America accommodating China
at the cost of India’s interests.
That could happen if India over-
looks security aspects for sake of
economic profit as did America
influenced by Kissinger. As long
as Iran and Pakistan are in Chi-
na’s net, India must remain cau-
tious. India cannot trust China
until it changes policy towards
Pakistan and Bangladesh. India
cannot trust Pakistan and Iran
while they remain client states of
China. So for the time being,
goodbye gas pipeline! India can-
not trust the Bush administration
until it liberates itseif from
China’s economic stranglehold.
Last week Donald Rumsteld was
in Beijing making appropriate
noises. Bush will visit Beijing' in
November. That visit must be
closely watched. Are America’s-
foreign policy changes genuine or
merely cosmetic?



.S. launches another offensive in Iraq

Forces raid three towns to take them back from militants; suicide blast in the Green Zone
WY/ (o

HAQLANIYAH (IRAQ): Some 2,500
US. troops along with Iraqi
forces launched their second
major offensive in western Iraq
in a week on Tuesday, sweeping
into three towns to take them
back from militants who drove
out Iraqi forces and killed Ma-
rines there last month.

The U.S. military announced
its first casualties of the offen-
sives, with four service members
killed by roadside bombs during
the fighting and a fifth else-
where.

The assaults in western Iraq
aim to put down Al-Qaeda in
Iraq and other Sunni-led mili-
tant groups that have waged a
campaign of violence aimed at
wrecking a crucial Oct. 15 na-
tional vote on a new Constitu-
tion.

Boycott threat

The United States has hoped
the new charter would bring to-
gether the fractious communi-
ties, but Sunnis sharply oppose
it. Sunni Arab moderates threat-
ened on Tuesday to boycott the
voting after the Shia-led Parlia-
ment passed new rules over the
weekend that make it effectively
impossible for Sunnis to defeat
the charter at the ballot box.

The new rules deepened
alienation over the political
process among Sunnis, who had
decided to participate in the ref-
erendum but to vote no — but
who now said the Shiites were
using their dominanee to stack
the deck against theﬁm boycott
would undermine thé referen-
dum’s legitimacy and strike a

- A

STRIKING TERROﬁ: U.S. soldiers guard suspects during an overnight raid in Tikrit on Monday. - PHOTO: AFP

blow to hopes that political pro-
gress would weaken Sunni sup-
port for the insurgency.

In Baghdad, a suicide attacker
set off a car bomb at the main
entrance to the heavily fortified

Green Zone, a district of Iraqi
government buildings and the
U.S. and British Embassies. The
powerful blast killed two police-
men.

The attack came on the first

Tht. l si ‘~ U

day of Ramzan. Al-Qaeda in Iraq
called on its followers to step up
attacks against U.S. and Iraqi
forces to mark the month and
make it a “month of victory for
Muslims and a month of defeat

for the hypocrites and polyth-
eists.”
Previous Ramzans, since the

invasion and occupation of t&t;.;

two years ago, saw §pike i
lence in Iraq — especially su1c1de

ih

attacks. In another statement,
Al-Qaeda in Iraq urged Sunnis to
boycott the referendum, saying
U.S. authorities would fix the
vote. “You know very well that
the Americans are going to su-
pervise collecting the voting
boxes and counting the votes,” it
said.

Baghdad battle

Violence involving militants
has killed at least 237 persons,
including 21 U.S. forces, across
Iraq in the past nine days.

In Tuesday’s worst clash in
the capital, Iraqi security forces
backed by U.S. helicopters
fought about 40 militants house-
to-house in south Baghdad.
More than three dozen militants
were killed, wounded or de-
tained, the U.S. military said.
Three Iraqi soldiers were in-
jured.

The U.S. military launched its
latest offensive in a cluster of
cities in the Euphrates River val-
ley about 220 km northwest of
Baghdad on Tuesday. Code-
named River Gate, it was the
largest U.S. offensive in the trou-
bled Anbar region of western
Iraq this year, the military said.
It also included hundreds of Ira-
qi troops, the largest Iraq con-
tingent of any of the offensives
this year.

Air strikes by U.S. warplanes
and dozens of helicopters set off
explosions that lit up Haqglani-
yah and Haditha before dawn on
Tuesday. Barrages of gunfire al-

‘so were seen.in the night sky.
- - Large sections of Haglaniyah’s

power were knocked out. — AP/



Lynndie gets

three years’ «
prison term

REUTERS
Baghdad, September 28

IRAQIS EXPRESSED fury on
Wednesday over the three-year
jail sentence for Lynndie Eng-
land, the US soldier notorious
for her photos holding a naked
inmate by a leash in Abu Ghraib
prison, saying it exposed Ameri-
can hypocrisy. They said the sen-
tence would have been more
harsh had she been convicted of
abusing Americans.

“America should be ashamed
of this sentence. This is the best
evidence that Americans have
double standards,” said Akram
Abdel Amir, a retired bus driver
in Baghdad. “There are Iraqis in
jail without any charge, just
based on suspicion. But when it
comes to Americans, the matter
is totally different.”

England, 22, was sentenced on
Tuesday by a US military court
after being convicted of abuse,
including being photographed
pointing to the genitals of a
naked Iraqi prisoner.

The former West Virginia
chicken factory worker, who had
faced a maximum sentence of
nine years, was also given a dis-
honourable discharge. She is the
last of a group of US soldiers to
be convicted of abuse at Abu
Ghraib, including her former
boyfriend and the father of her
child, Charles Graner, who is
serving 10 years.

“If the abuse was committed
against Americans I am sure the
sentence would be much harsh-
er. The sentence is nothing com-
pared to what she has done,” said
labourer Muntasser Abdel Mon-
eim, 30.

The prosecution asked for a
sentence of four to six years.
England was found guilty on six
counts on Monday.

The prisoner abuse scandal
provoked global outrage and
deepened Iraqi resentment of oc-
cupying US troops.

In pre-sentencing testimony,
England said she was sorry for

e

X\\

‘\

Lynndie England being led out of
the court after her sentencing.

her actions but remained an
American patriot.

Iragis remember her as the
American soldier who held an
inmate by a leash like the kind
used for dogs, a highly degrading
act because Iragis and other
Muslims regard the animals as
unclean. The images of a smiling
England abusing naked inniates
were especially humiliating in
Iraq, a male-dominated society.

“The whole thing is theatre.
The Americans want to pretend
they defend human rights and are
a civilised nation,” said Munir
Abdel Sahib, a university lectur-
er. “I believe that England would
not have committed these crimes
without orders from above.”

In court testimony, England
blamed her involvement on
Graner, the abuse ringleader, who
is now married to another
woman who also pleaded guilty to
abusing prisoners at Abu Ghraib.

“There is no justice in this
sentence because the pictures
were very shameful. She has to
get more years in jail and she
has to be imprisoned in Iraq,”
said Najaat al-Azawi, 55, a re-
tired engineer.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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Bush calls for graft-

United States President calls for greater coo

UNITED NATIONS: U.S. President
George W. Bush called on
Wednesday for the United Na-
tions to be “free of corruption,”
and urged the world body not to
place abusers of human rights on
commissions designed to pro-
tect those rights.

Three years after warning
that the world body must back
the U.S.-led war in Iraq or be
irrelevant, Mr. Bush used a
speech to assembled world lead-
ers to call for greater interna-
tional cooperation on Iraq, freer
trade, and other issues.

He underlined a global effort
to battle avian influenza and said
the U.S. was ready to scrap “all
tariffs and subsidies” and other
barriers to trade if other nations
agree.

Key to development

“This is key to overcoming
poverty in the world’s poorest
nations. It’s essential we pro-
mote prosperity and opportuni-
ty for all nations,” he said.

Mr. Bush thanked the assem-
bled world leaders for the out-
pouring of help in response to
Hurricane Katrina and said
sweeping U.N. reforms would
help the world body seize the
“exciting opportunity” that Sad-
dam Hussein’s departure pro-
vided.

“The United Nations must be
strong and efficient, free of cor-
ruption, and accountable to the
people it serves. The United Na-

free U.N.

L\v\ AN

eration amonq nations on Iraqg

FOCUS ON POVERTY: Goran Persson (centre), Prime Minister of Sweden, opens the 2005
World Summit at the 60th session of the United Nations with Secretary-General

Kofi Annan (left) and Hadj Omar Bongo Ondimba, President of Gabon in New York
on Wednesday. - PHOTO: AFP

tions muststand forintegrityand
live by the high standards it sets
for others,” he said.

Inaddition to managementre-
forms at the world body, Mr.
Bush renewed Washington’s
criticism of putting countries
with questionable human rights
records on its rights watchdog
commission.

His appeal for rock-solid eth-
icscameafteraninvestigationin-
to the U.N.-run oil-for-food
programme meant to ease the

painofsanctions for the people of
Iraq found rampant mismanage-
mentand corruption.

Mr. Bush also called for in-
creased international coopera-
tion against terrorism, as well as
the “outlaw regimes” that pro-
mote it and could give extremists
access to the devastating power
of unconventional weapons.

Without mentioning them by
name, he alluded to U.S. com-
plaints against countries such as
Iran, Syria and North Korea,

which Washington accuses of
sponsoring terrorism.

The Security Council was to
take up on Wednesday a British
proposal to outlaw incitement to
terrorist acts, but Mr. Bush said
more needed tobedone.

“We also need to sign the con-
ventional acts for nuclear terror-
ism so that all those who seek
radioactive materials or nuclear
devices are prosecuted and ex-
tradited wherever they are.”

AFP
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-US rules out
«.N-pact with
Paklstan, Israel

‘India A Special Case. Progress
Depends On Steps Taken By Delhi’

Washington: The United States
entered into a civil nuclear cooper-
ation agreement with India be
cause it was an “exceptional case”,
a senior state department ofﬁmal
said and ruled out negotiating any
such pact with Pakistan.

“We view India as an exception-
al case, and see civ-

he told the House International Re-
lations Committee here.

He said the US recognised that
India was a special case and see a
clear need to come to terms with it.

“India has informed us that it
has no intention of becoming a
party to the npt as a non- -nuclear
state at this time.

il nuclear coopera-
tion as a mecha-
nism to deepen
further India’s
commitment to in-
ternational non-
proliferation,” un-
der secretary of
state for arms con-
trol and security
Robert G Joseph
said.

“Some have
asked whether it
might be possible

‘Neither Israel nor
Pakistan has a civil
energy programme

Despite this, it is
important to seize
this opportunity to
assist India in be-
coming a more
constructive part-
ner in our global
nonproliferation
efforts,” he said.
The official also
said the US is in
talks with its allies
on the steps need-
ed to fully realise
civil nuclear coop-

to extend such co- that approximates eration with India,
operation to Israel that of India’ but success of
and Pakistan—the these efforts will
only other two (de depend on timely

facto weapon) states that did not
join the NPT,” he said, adding In-
dia, Israel and Pakistan are each
unique and require different ap-
proaches.

“Neither Pakistan nor Israel
has a civil nuclear enhergy pro-
gramme that approximates that of
India. The United States has no
plans to seek full civil nuclear co-
operation with Israel or Pakistan,”

implementation of commitments
made by New Delhi under the US-
India pact, a senior official has
said.

The US has begun consultations
with its partners and conducted a
number of introductory discus-
sions with Congress on the steps
necessary to fully realise civil nu-
clear cooperation with India,
Joseph said. e



- Nuke deal

awaits US .

Cong nod

5. 'é‘}faopalan VQ)QZ{«\;\, M

Washington, September 7 M

THE BUSH administration
begins its campaign to se-
cure Congressional nod for
the US-India nuclear
agreement on Thursday,
when two high-ranking of-
ficials are slated to testify
in the first hearing on the
subject on Capitol Hill.

Undersecretary of state
for political affairs Nic-
holas Burns and undersec-
retary for arms control
Robert Joseph are expect-
ed to make a strong pitch
for the deal, concluded du-
ring Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh’s visit here
in July. A full meeting of
the House International
Relations Committee, cha-
ired by Henry J. Hyde, will
deliberate on the issue as
part of alarger discussion
on what it calls the “The
US and India: An Emerg-
ing Entente”. Although
lawmakers are heavily
preoccupied with the rav-
ages of Hurricane Katri-
na, media contacts indi-
cated that the committee’s
meeting tomorrow will be
held as scheduled.
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~ Bush puts pressure on
Palestinians after pullout

Crawford (Texas): President
George W Bush put pressure
on the Palestinians on Satur-
day to respond to the Israeli
pullout from Gaza and por-
tions of the West Bank by
cracking down on terrorism.

“Now that Israel has with-
drawn, the way forward is
clear. The Palestinians must
show the world that they will
fight terrorism and governina
peaceful way,” Bush said.

“We demand an end to ter-
rorism and violence in every
form because we know that
progress depends on ending
terror,” Bush added in his
weekly radio address.

He stopped short of specifi-
cally calling on Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas to
dismantle Hamas and other
groups, and Palestinian offi-
cials in Washington said the
White House understood Ab-
bas and his security forces
would need more time to pre-
pare for any push to disarm
the militants.

The top Palestinian official
in Washington, Hasan Abdel
Rahman, said the Palestinian
Authority “needs time and I
think it’s wise to allow Presi-
dent Abbas to achieve that ob-
jective on his own terms”.

Edward Abington, an advis-
er to the Palestinian Authority
in the United States and a for-
mer US consul in Jerusalem,
said it was US.security coordi-
nator Lt Gen William Ward’s
“udgment that PA (Palestinian
Authority) capabilities are lim-
ited and it’s going to take time
to rebuild it”.

“It’s not realistic that the PA
can go in to disarm the groups
at this time. It’s not something
they (US officials) expect to
happen any time soon,” Abing-
ton said.

American officials said they
were counting on Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon’s re-
moval of 25 settlements to
kick-start the “road map”
peace process for establishing
a viable Palestinian state in
the West Bank and Gaza.

Bush said this week he
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A Palestinian militant from the Popular Front for the Liberation of

Palestine jumps over a burning model of a Jewish settlement
during a rally in the West Bank city of Jenin on Saturday

wanted the Israelis and the
Palestinians to return to the
“road map”’, but that “in order
for this process to go forward”,
steps must be taken to increase
confidence on both sides.

He said the next step after Is-
rael’s withdrawal would be es-
tablishing a working Palestin-
ian government in Gaza and
consolidating Palestinian se-
curity forces. The United
States would help the Pales-
tinians in Gaza to prepare for
self-government and “to defeat
the terrorists who attack Israel

and oppose the establishment
of a peaceful Palestinian
state”, he said. Bush praised
Sharon for taking the “painful
step” of withdrawing settlers,
and said the United States re-
mains “fully committed to de-
fending the security and well-
being of our friend and ally Is-
rael”. Palestinians want Israel
to hand over all of the West
Bank and Arab East Jerusalem
for their capital. But Sharon
has vowed to keep all of
Jerusalem and large West
Bank settlements. reuters




Bush raises option of using
force to dissuade Iran N-plan

Reuters \37
Jerusalem, August 13 \‘L

US PRESIDENT George W. Bush
said on Israeli television that he
could consider using force as a
last resort to press Iran to give
up its nuclear programme.

“All options are on the table,”
Bush, speaking at his ranch in
Crawford, Texas, said in the in-
terview broadcast on Saturday
Asked if that included the use of
force, Bush replied: “As I say, all
options are on the table. The use
of force is the last option for any
President and you know, we’ve
used force in the recent past to
secure our country.”

Iran angered the European
Union and the US by resuming
uranium conversion at the Isfa-
han plant last Monday after re-
jecting an EU offer of political
and economic incentives in re-
turn for giving up ‘its nuclear
programme. Teheran says it
aims only to produce electricity
and denies Western accusations
it is seeking a nuclear bomb.

Bush made it clear that he still
hoped for a diplomatic solution,
noting that EU powers Britain,
Germany and France had taken
the lead in dealing with Iran.
Washington last week expressed
a willingness to give negotia-
tions on Iran’s suspected nuclear
weapons program more time be-
fore getting tougher with the
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country.

“In all these instances we
want diplomacy to work and so
we're working feverishly on the
diplomatic route and we’'ll see if
we’re successful or not,” Bush
told state-owned Israel Channel
One television. Bush has also

previously said that the US has
not ruled out the possibility of
military strikes. But US officials
have played down media specu-
lation earlier this year that they

vere planning military action
against Iran.

French foreign minister
Philippe Douste-Blazy had said
on Friday that negotiations were
still possible with Iran on the nu-
clear issue but only on condition
the Iranians suspend their nu-
clear activities. The governing
board of the International Atom-
ic Energy Agency (IAEA) had
unanimously called on Iran on
Thursday to halt sensitive atom-
ic work.

Douste-Blazy said the next
step would be taken on Septem-
ber 3 when IAEA chief Mo-
hamed ElBaradei reports on
Iran’s activities.

If Iran continues to defy glob-
al demands to put its nuclear
work on ice, another IAEA meet-
ing will likely be held soon. At
this meet, both the European
powers and Washington will
push for a referral of Teheran’s
activities to the UN Security
Council for possible sanctions.

Washington was always in
favour of taking Iran to the Unit-
ed Nations but the Britain,
France and Germany convinced
the US to give them some time to
negotiate with Teheran and try
to solve the issue.



“No Iraq troop cut: Bush .

- \S

Pullout will send terrible signal to enemy, says U.S. Presiden g

Anne E. Kornblut

CRAWFORD (TEXAS): Faced with
mounting casualties and signs of
diminished support for the war,
U.S. President George Bush said
on Thursday while the U.S. was
making progress in Iraq, it was
too soon to say when the num-
ber of American troops could be
scaled back.

Speaking in unusually per-
sonal terms, forced on him in
part by the defiant presence out-
side his ranch here of the mother
of an American soldier killed last
year in Baghdad, Mr. Bush said
he had considered and rejected
calls by some anti-war protes-
ters for an immediate withdraw-
al.

Security issue

He also signalled that, despite
planning by senior Pentagon of-
ficials for a potential troop re-
duction as early as next spring,
he was not certain Iraqis could
handle their own security well
enough for the US. to begin
leaving anytime soon.

Mr. Bush dismissed talk
among some Pentadon officials

W
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troop deaths climb

The death toll among U.S.
National Guard and Reserves
has climbed as their role in Iraq
becomes more prominent.

Monthly deaths in Iraq
25 deaths

2003 2004 2005
NOTE: Death toll as of Aug. 10

SOURCE: Associated Press research; AP
Defense Department

of a phased troop reduction as
“speculation based upon pro-
gress that some are seeing in
Iraq as to whether or not the
Iragis will be able to take the
fight to the enemy.”

He said no decisions had been

made abowt either drawing
down American forces or adding
more to safeguard the Iraqi elec-
tions, another step under con-
sideration.

The political timetable ahead
of the elections, scheduled for
December, faced fresh strains on
Thursday as one of Iraq’s leading
Shia politicians backed demands
for a semi-independent region
in the south, a call that could
hinder the completion of the
country’s new constitution.

Delicate question

Mr. Bush said, “Pulling the
troops out now would send a ter-
rible signal to the enemy.”

For Mr. Bush, questions about
an exit strategy have become es-
pecially delicate as anti-war pro-
testers have expanded at the
edge of his ranch, rallying
around Cindy Sheehan, the Cali-
fornia woman whose son Casey
was killed in Iraq in 2004. The
Pentagon and the Bush adminis-
tration have struggled to cali-
brate their message on future
troop reductions in Irag. —New
York Times News Service



Beating around Bush

¢ corge W Bush is
quite likely the
worst President in
the 200-year history
of the USA.

This has enormous implica-
tions for the international
community, since his country
is not a small republic like the
Maldives or Andorra, but a
global behemoth. His power
as the most powerful man on
earth derives not from a par-
ticular Intelligence or set of
talents, but by virtue of his
position as the leader of the
dominant military and cco-
nomic nation on our planet.

Many of us in the USA do
not like the way in which Mr
Bush runs the American
nation and attempts to run
the world. Our numbers are
growing: In each of the nine
national polls taken this
month, less than half the
respondents are of the opin-
ion that he is handling the
presidency well.

More significant still, since
* he retains a reputation for
personal charm which but-
tresses his standing in the
polls, the latest poll reported
that only onc-third of
Americans think the nation,
under Mr Bush, is headed in
the right direction. Two polls
carlier in the month found
that well under 40 per cent of
Americans approve of the
direction in which he is lead-
ing the country.

Americans are very fond of
lists, so let me do the
American “thing”. Here is a
list of the top reasons why Mr
Bush can be considered the
most disastrous President in
US history. This is a double
list: the first five items con-
cern foreign policy, while the
second five address domestic
policy (in the next part of the
article.). ,

B Mr Bush began a war on
false pretenses. He lied to his
people when he committed
them to the war on Iraq, and
on the basis of those lies he
has undermined world securi-
ty and committed his nation
to the destruction of much of
Irag. Tens of thousands of
Iraqis have died — and over
1,700 Americans — for no
reason greater than that being
a war-time President would
improve his political stature.
(Well, it is possible that his
personal oil interests, and
those of his friends, factored
in, Maybe also an idiosyncrat-
ic personal grudge — on the
order of, “I'm going to show
up my father and get that

In the first of a two-part article, Huck Gutman cites five foreign
policy reasons why George W Bush can be considered the most

damn Saddam Hussein and
show I'm tougher than both
Saddam-and my Dad” — that
raises his oedipal complex to
international dimensions.)
That he lied about Iraq’s
“threat” to the USA is no
unsubstantiated allegation.

The  recently  revealed
“Downing Street Memo” is
the report of Britain’s’

Intelligence chief made to
Prime Minister Blair about
his trip to the USA eight
months before the war in Iraq
began, long before it was pub-
licly considered. '

The memo makes clear
that deception and the fitting
of facts to serve a military
agenda was a high priority for
the Bush administration. (“C”
in the following is Sir Richard
Dearlove, head of Britain's
foreign Intelligence service —
Ml 6 — who had ‘just
returned from meetings in
Washington.) “C reported on
his  recent talks in
Washington. There was a per-
ceptible shift in attitude.
Military action was now seen
as inevitable. Mr Bush wanted
to remove Saddam Hussein,
through military action, justi-
fied by the conjunction of ter-
rorism and WMD (weapons
of mass destruction). But the
Intelligence and facts were
being fixed around the poli-
¢y.” (Emphasis added.)

Let us be blunt. Basing a
war on “fixed” evidence is a
high crime, a betrayal of the
trust of the nation’s citizens.

In the USA, it is ground
enough for impeaching the
President and removing him
from office.

But since Mr Bush’s own
Republican Party controls
both Houses of Congress,
such impeachment is, though
warranted, unlikely.

®WMr Bush has undermined
global security by legitimising
a doctfine of “pre-emptive
war”. What nation cannot use

Mr Bush’s rationale — “to -

counter a sufficient threat to
our national security...to
forestall or prevent such hos-
tilc acts by our adversaries,
the USA will, if necessary, act
pre-emptively” -—— in its own
interest to attack a neighbour-
ing state™?

The threshold which pre-
vents nations from legitimate-
ly making war on other
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disastrous President in US history

nations has been dramatically
lowered by the Bush adminis-
tration,

Worse, as I have argued
previously on this page, the
US President’s “National
Security Strategy” justifying
pre-¢mptive war provided
CCoNOmic Teasons as exam-
ples of a causus belli: a disre-
spect for private property,
policics which do not “sup-
port busincss activity,” and a
refusal to commit to “tax poli-
cies — particularly lower mar-
ginal tax rates — that improve
incentivés for work and
investment.”

If one parses that last state-
ment, it says that if another
nation that taxes the wealthy
to provide services for the
poor, the USA may consider
it has a sufficient cause for
pre-emptive war.

B Mr Bush has waged a
destructive war in and against
Iraq. There is no question
that Saddam Hussein was a
dictator and that his regime
was repressive. But by ignor-
ing the international commu-
nity and the UN, by starting a
war to show he was tougher

WO

than his father, Mr Bush has
visited destruction and death
on the people and the econo-
my of an independent nation.

Reliable reports put the
civilian death count in Iraq at
somewhere between 22,500
(actually reported and verifi-
able) to 98,000 (the number
provided by the British med-
ical journal Lancet nine
months ago based on its
sophisticated statistical sam-
pling).

Electric service is unreli-
able in 78 per cent of house-
holds in Iraq, a figure which

Jincreases to 92 per-cent in

Baghdad. Potable water is
often non-existent.
unemployment is over 30 per
cent.

But US companies are
growing profitable by suppos-
edly providing services —
repairing
pumping oil — that benefjt
them far more than the citi-
zens of [raq.

M Mr Bush embarked on a
war with no plan to win the
peace. President Bush creat-
cd a dramatic made-for-tele-
vision scenario on the deck of

Male .

infrastructure, -

.an aircraft carrier on 1 May,

2003 when, dressed in a
pilot’s jacket, arms outspread,
when he declared victory in
Iraq? He insisted, “Major
combat' operations in Iraq
have ended. In the battle of
Iraqg, the United States and
our allies have prevailed.”
Since that date, 1,365
Americans have died in com-
bat, alihost 10 times the num-
ber who died before Mr Bush
declared “victory”, -and
between 15,000 and 35,000
have been wounded. (It is
telling, and chilling, that there
seem to be no cumulative fig-
ures on the number of Iragi
civilians who have been
wounded = during  the
_American occupation.
.. Aren’t the deaths of
fathers and aunts
and children
and co-

workers worth tallying?

We know that the US
administration seeks to con-
trol the news: but how can the
scope of this tragedy go unre-
ported?)

Mr Bush seems to have no
sense of history: it is as if the
French occupation of Al-
geria, the American occupa-
tion of Vietnam, the Russian
occupation .of Afghanistan,
taught him and Vice-
President Dick Cheney and
Defence Secretary Donald .
Rumsfeld nothing at all.

Perhaps, they have been
too busy looking at political
poll numbers, and figuring
out how to get new contracts
for American corporations,
to read any books about what
happens when major powers
decide to wage a war in and
against developing nations?

My Bush is committed to
unilateralism. There will be
no American ratification of
the Kyoto Protocol, which
seekg to curb climate changfl:.
Mr Bush rejected the anti-bal-
listic miséi_le\ﬂéaty“\ii'th
Russid, thé International
Criminal Court, ilateral

(_\-_..

negotiations with = North
Korea. He invaded Iraq with
only the support of what he
called the “coalition of the
willing”, a code name for
Gredt Britain and a number
of American client-states. '

-He has unilaterally rejected
the Geneva Conventions |
regarding the treatment of
prisoners of war and civilians. \
The USA has held over 500
people of 35 different nation-
alities at"Guantanamo Bay in
Cuba, “many” according to\
Amnesty International, “with-
out access to any court, legal
counsel or family visits.”

The US military subjected
inmates, at the infamous Abu
Gharib prison to humiliation ‘
amounting to torture. Am-
nesty International reports
that the “total number of
detainees - held outside the
USA by .the USA during the
‘war on terror’™ is 70,000 - and
it is unknown for how many of
them their Geneva Conven-
tions rights are secured.

To summarise: Instead of
making the world a safer
place, Mr Bush has made war,
wrought destruction, dnd
undermined - multilateral
efforts to build and sustain a
more livable world. .~

. or has be been kinder to--
the American people, or
secured their well-being, as
their elected leader is sup-
posed to do. .

To be concluded
(Huck  Gutman =~ was
Fulbright Visiting Professor at .
the University of Calcutta. He
teaches at the University of
Vermont, USA). :

pu—



US AND MIDDLE EAST

Short-Term Success Followed By Strateglc Dlsaster\s W

@ mericans are good at defeat-
A})ng‘their rivals. They have
etter control over former

British and French colonfes than
Britain and France, and a stron-
ger grip on the southern borders
of Russia than Moscow. Nobody
likes them there, but they come
in handy as a counter-balance to
the former rulers. In this con-
text, Washington is responsible
for the entire situation in the re-
gion. However, although the US
often scores short-term taetical
successes, these are usually fol-
lowed by a strategic disaster.

The problem is that the US
pursues global interests but its
military and economic resources
are not unlimited. Just over « do-
cade ago, the Soviet Union dro-
pped its bid to establish global
supremacy out of exhaustion.
Unlike the Soviet Union, weal-
thy America does not have ene-
mies who can challenge it milita-
rily. But the occupation of
Afghanistan and Iraq has put the
United States on the horns ot a
dilemma: It must cither intro-
duce a draft in the near futare,
or else convince its allies to send
many more troops to the area.
But would they go for it?

Interests of allies

It is not easy to keep allies
sympathetic while blatantly igno-
ring their interests at the same
time. It is even more difficult to
do so when putting them under
constant pressure. France, Ger-
many and Russia have opposed
the second war in the Persian

- Gulf. US policy towards. the
Kurds has led to a considerable
cooling in US-Turkish relations.
The US has subjected Israel to
unprecedented pressure over its
military and technical ties with
China, and insisted on a settle-
ment with Palestine that has
turned into a ten-year war for
Isragl on its own territory. Now
the Israelis feel that the United
States is stifling them in its em-
brace.

American efforts to export
Western-style democracy to the
Middle East and South West

The author is president for the
Institute for Israel and the Middle
East in Russia

By YEVGENY SATANOVSKY

L\

Asia. regions that follow their
own faws. have heen as success-
ful as the Sovier arempt 1o ex-
port socialism there in the past.

Now it is common knowledge

that socialism acquires fascist
features in that part of the world.
whercus democraey  inevitably
brings radical Mushms to power.
Failure to understand this means
that Washington is cither delibe-
rately rocking the Middle Eas-
tern boat. or that it has already

achieved the adequacy of the
Soviet Politburo.

The US administration also
pursues @ contradictory policy
on nuclear and other weapons of
mass destruction. Here we are
not talking about Israel, a stable
Westerns-stvle democraey that
docs not spread any nuclear
technologics —- i only because
of bad rclations with its neigh-
bours. Pakistan and Iran are a
different matter. Unstable Pakis-
tan is a nuclear power. Its gov-
ernment is heing torn apart by
constant pressure from the fun-
damentalists who once produced
the Atghan Tulibs, and
Pushtu feaders.

No Pak sanctions
But even when Pakistani sci-
entists were caught red-handed

-spreading nuclear technologies

to their Muslim neighbours, no
sanctions cnsued against Pakis-

tan. Instcad. Washington con-
ceatrated - attention on Iran,
whose raond headway towards

Hy “uwzs”

from.

nuclear-power status has been
facilitated by the US pressure.
The war on international
terrorism, proclaimed to be the
core of US foreign policy by
President George W Bush after
the 11 Scptember attacks, is
more in the vein of settling
scores with America’s old foes,
Iran and Iraq. While waging a
battle against terrorism, the Uni-
ted States occupies bridgeheads
on vital energy routes, as well as

on the approaches to China, the
only countiy that may challenge
America in the years to come.

This policy is not conducive to
solidarity with America. Other
nations are trying to unite in
blocs and alliances in order to
stop US expansion. These nati-
ons are US partners, but they are
concerned that in reaching out
the United States totally ignores
both their national interests and
those of the ruling elite.

The decision of the Shanghal
Cooperation Organisation to de-
mand the withdrawal of US troo-
ps from Central Asia is the di-
rect result of the revolutions in
Georgia and Kyrgyztan and Isla-
mic unrest in Uzbekistan. It does
not matter much whether the
United States stands behind
these events or just shows its
support for the “revolutienary
masses”

Destabilisation under demo-
cratic slogans in the Caucasus
and Central Asia is no less dan-
gerous than it is in northern

Africa, the westﬁﬂledltcrrd-

nean and the Arabian Peninsu-
lar. Events in Iraq have made it
clear that the Americans can
quickly do away with any totali-
tarian regime in the region, but
are not able to make life sate for
the people in the wake of its
collapse.

The rout of the Taliban did not
bring life in Afghanistan back to
normal. Instead it has turned
into the centre of the world's
drug production. Iraq’s occu-
pation has liberated its citizens

. from the dictatorship of Saddam.

Hussein, but all they have rece-
ived is the right to destroy each
other. Iraq has turned into an
arena of civil war and a breeding

ground for Muslim terrorists.

Syria and Egypt

There is little doubt that de-
mocratisation in Syria or Egypt
will produce the same effect.
The withdrawal of Syrian troops
from Lebanon has put it on the
brink of another civil war. The
ethnic and religious nunorites
of the Middle East have sutfered

_a tragic fate, as the first victims

of the ruling regimes™ collapse.
Christian communities  are
perishing in Palestine and Iraq.
Those in Lebanon are also
doomed. This is primarily a
consequence of American poli-
tical experiments.

Americans have never. been
liked in the Middle East. But in
the past they evoked fear and
envy, and some tried to emulate
them or develop long-term rela-
tions. But today the Americans
are hated. No one is afraid of
them anymore. They are being
used but kept at a distance. The
American way of life, education,.’
state system and economy are no
longer considered an example to
follow. Ther¢ are reasons to
laugh at the United States and to
mistrust it, to repent the destruc-
tion it creates at every step, 10 be
terrified by its blunders. But for
all that, we should still wish the
United States success and help it
—— even contrary to its own wish-
es. The whole world will pay
dearly for a US defeat in the
Middle East. Last week’s bombs
in London bedr this out once
again.
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Washington: US defence secretary Donald Rumsfeld has
warned it may be years before the insurgency in Iraq is defeat-
ed. Speaking on US television on Sunday, Rumsfeld said that ul-
timately Iraq’s own forces, rather than coalition troops, would
beat the insurgents. It was a sign that the US will hand over to
Iraq the tough task of rounding up the rebels.

The US defence secretary told Fox news that more American
forces would not end the insurgency. “We are not going to win
the insurgency. The Iraqi people are going to win against the

insurgency. That insurgency could go on for any number of |

years. Insurgencies tend to go on five, six, eight, 10, 12 years. We
are going to create an environment that the Iraqi people and
the Iraqi security forces can win against that insurgency,” he
said.

He also said: “More US forces would require more
force protection, more support troops, more targets,

‘We will create an
environment for the

Iraqi security forces to
win against the

insurgency’

-4JS defer refary Donald
Rumsfeld

a heavier footprint, a more intrusive occupation force that
would further alienate Iraqi people from the coalition forces.”

President George W Bush is scheduled to make a prime-time
TV address to the American people on Tuesday. It is expected
to be a firefighting effort as recent opinion polls in the US show
a considerable drop in support for the US-led invasion of Iraq.

More than 1,000 people—mostly Iragis—have been killed
since the new government was installed in April. Rumsfeld
warned that the violence could escalate ahead of new elections
for a permanent government, due in December.

Rumsfeld also confirmed a London Sunday Times report
that US officials had met with insurgents in a bid to stem the
carnage in Iraq. His confirmation came even as at least 25
people were killed in bombings targeting Iraqi forces. But
Rumsfeld tried making light of the report, saying such
meetings “go on all the time... I would not make a big deal out
of it.” Several insurgent leaders denied having contact with
the Americans. Agencies

28 Juno0ps AR TIMEL CF

Iraq mnsurgency could -

« last 12 years: Rumsield
. Is A Battle lraqls Will Have To Flmsh “@W

Iraqi women pass in front of a military vehicle stationed to secure an area
where a roadside bomb exploded in Baghdad on Monday. One Iraqi was
killed and his wife wounded in the blast
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Washington: Acknowledging that the US
mission in Irag was “difficult” with
“more tough fighting” expected in near
future in the wake of bifter insurgency,
president George W Bush nevertheless
said today that democracy was moving
‘forward in the war-ravaged country.

“Our mission in Iraq is difficult, and we
can expect more tough fighting in the
weeks and months aheads. Yet I am confi-
dent in the outcome. The Iraqi people are
growing in optimism and hope. They un-
derstand that the violence is only a part of
the reality in Iraq,” Bush said in his week-
ly radio address.

“Each day, Iragis are exercising new
freedoms that they were denied for
decades. Schools, hospitals, roads and
post offices are being built to serve the
needs of all Iraqis. Increasing numbers of
Iragis are overcoming their fears and
working actively to defeat the insurgents.
And every Iraqi who chooses the side of
freedom has chosen the winning side.”

Affirming the two-track US strategy for
victory in Iraq, Bush said the military
track was “to defeat the terrorists and
continue helping Iraqis to take greater re-
sponsibility for defending their freedom.”

“The images we see on television are a
grim reminder that the enemies of free-
dom in Iraq are ruthless killers with no
regard for human life,” he said.

The terrorists “are trying to undermine
the new (Iragi) government and intimi-
date Iragis from joining the growing Iraqi
security forces. Yet democracy is moving
forward and, more and more Iraqgis are de-
fying the terrorists by joining the demo-
cratic process,” Bush said. The political
track of the strategy, Bush said, was to
continue helping Iraqis build the institu-
tions of a stable democracy. “The Iraqi
people have taken landmark steps by vot-
ing in free elections and forming a repre-
sentative government,” he said.

Referring to his talks with Iragi prime
minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari at the White
House yesteeday, Bush said Jaafari “has
assured me that his government is com-
mitted to meeting its deadline to draft a
new constitution for a fre Iraq. rn
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By George, Iraq
gets new neighbour

Washington: It was either a slip of
the tongue — or US president George
W Bush has ambitions for the Pales-
tinians beyond anyone’s expecta-
tions. “My dream 1is that there be a
Palestinian state living side-by-side
in peace with Irag,” Bush said at a
news conference yesterday with
Tragi Prime Minister Ibrahim al-Jaa-
fari. Bush made the comment as he
described his hopes for a peaceful,
democratic Middle East. Bush pre-
sumably meant Israel instead of
Iraq. He has repeatedly called for a
Palestinian state alongside Israel.

Female marines
ambushed in Baghdad

Baghdad: A suicide car bomber and gun-
men ambushed a convoy carrying female
US marines in Fallujah, killing two
marines and leaving another four Ameri-
can troops presumed dead, the military
said. At least one woman was killed and
11 of 13 wounded were female.

The terror group al-Qaida in Iraq on
Friday claimed it carried out the bomb-
ing, one of the single deadliest attacks
against the Marines — and against
women — in this country.

The high number of female casualties
spoke to the lack of any real front lines in
Iraq, where US troops are battling a rag-
ing insurgency and American women sol-
diers have taken part in more close-quar-
ters combat than in any previous military
conflict. The women were part of a team
of Marines who were assigned to various
checkpoints around Fallujah. Female
marines are used to search Muslim
WOmMeEN. agencies
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WASHINGTON, Juhe 21.
— President Bush will
make a landmark visit to
Vietnam next year, nearly

30 years after a bitter war .

with Hanoi that resulted in
a regime change.

This was declared after
the US President, who is
pushing for democratic
reforms around the globe,
met  Vietnam  Prime
Minister Mr Phan Van
Khai and signed an agree-
ment on issues related to
business and religious
freedom in Vietnam.

Mr Bush praised the
communist nation’s eco-
nomic progress, steps
towards religious freedom
and continued efforts to
find the remains of US
troops who died in the
Vietnam War. The two
leaders discussed Viet-
nam’s desire to join the
WTO, business issues and
human rights and signed
an agreement that Bush
said would help people
worship freely in Vietnam.
He met with Bush in the
Oval Office as several
hundred protesters demo-
nstrated outside. — AP
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US Iaulg:hes double
assault on Iraqi rebels

Karabila, Iraq: Helicopter
gunships and fighter jets
streaked across the desert
sky in the hunt for foreign
fighters near Syria’s border
on Saturday and Sunday as
part of two US-Iraqi offen-
sives that have killed 50 in-
surgents so far in protracted
battles. Dozens of buildings
have been destroyed in
Karabilah, according to an
AP reporter at the scene.
There have been airstrikes
and shelling since the
launching on Friday of Op-
eration Spear, officials said.

“The goal is not to seize
territory,” said Marine Col
Stephen Davis, a command-
er. “This is about going in
and finding the insurgents.
This is not a walk-through-
the-river exercise.” About 50
insurgents have been killed
since the operation began,
Marine Capt. Jeffrey Pool
said.

Another campaign of sim-
ilar size, Operation Dagger,
was launched on Saturday
against insurgents operat-
ing in Anbar — this time tar-
geting the marshy shores of
a remote lake just north of
Baghdad. The region has
been flush with insurgents
in recent weeks.

Operation Dagger aims to
uncover insurgent training
camps and weapons caches
in the southern part of the
Lake Tharthar area in cen-
tral Iraq. In Karabilah,
- Marines and Iraqi forces
. backed by main battle tanks

EMEMBER 9/11: In his
weekly address, Bush
reminded Americans about
the threat of terrorism

fought their way into the
town from the south encoun-
tering enemy fire almost im-
mediately, Davis said.
During Friday’s assaulit,
troops captured about 100
foreign fighters and discov-
ered at least one car bomb
factory, said Col Bob Chase,
chief of operations for the
Second Marine Division.
Iraqi troops did not partici-
pate in the earlier anti-in-

!H‘E in.,ﬁ

surgent offensives but
Chase said this time they
not only fought alongside
Americans, but used their
language skills and knowl-
edge of the area to spot for-
eign fighters.

Meanwhile, reports from
Washington say that Presi-
dent George W Bush,
wounded by slumping ap-
proval ratings and growing
worries about Iraq, began a
public relations offensive
Saturday to defend the war
amid mounting calls to
bring US troops home.

On Friday, Bush will wel-
come Iraqi Prime Minister
Ibrahim Jaafari for his first
visit to the White House to
trumpet progress since
Iraq’s January 30 elections
despite an increasingly
deadly insurgency. The cen-
terpiece of the campaign
will be a speech on June 28,
exactly one year after the
US-led coalition officially
handed over sovereignty toa
hand-picked Iraqi provision-
al government.

Bush began his PR pitch
Saturday during his weekly
national radio
address,telling the US public
the country went to war be-
cause the United States was

attacked on September 11,
2001.”We went to war be-
cause we were attacked, and
we are at war today because
here are still people out
there who want to harm our
country and hurt our citi-
zens,” Bush said.

< CF INDIA
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U.S. slaps sanctions on [srael

Conal Urquhart @ N K
’Y\

TEL AVIV: The United States has
imposed sanctions on Israel af-
ter a dispute over Israel’s sale of
drones — unmanned aerial vehi-
cles — to China, according to
news reports.

The U.S. has suspended co-
operation on several develop-
ment projects and frozen deliv-
ery of night-vision equipment.

An official at the U.S. embassy
in Tel Aviv said he was aware of
the reports but would not com-
ment on them. He said the in-
formation about the sanctions
had come from the Israeli Gov-
ernment and not the U.S.

The sanctions lﬁlve been in
place for at least three months
and were approved by Donald
Rumsfeld, the Defence Secreta-
ry, and Condoleezza Rice, the
Secretary of State, seven months
ago, according to the reports.

Washington angry

Although the U.S. is primarily
angered by the behaviour of civil
servants whose tenure stretches
back to the Labour Government
of Ehud Barak in 2000, the crisis
threatens Israel’s relations with
the U.S.

Areportin the Israeli newspa-
per Haaretz concluded: “Fol-
lowing the crisis, one can sense

1 4 JUN s

the repu]sm toward Israel
among lower |~ and middle-
ranking officialy in Washington.

“More and more of them are
saying that it is not worth doing
business with Israel.”

The U.S. believes that Israeli
officials lied to them about the
export of Harpy Killer drones to
China.

The officials claimed that Is-
rael was merely refurbishing old
drones which had been exported
with American consent. The U.S.
argued that the drones had been
upgraded using new technology
which it had shared with Israel.

The U.S. fears that China is
becoming increasingly well-

THE HINDU

armed and may seek to settle
longstanding territorial and po-
litical disputes by the threat and
use of force.

China’s threat

China has repeatedly threat-
ened Taiwan with attack if it de-
clares independence, and South
Korea and Japan are concerned
about China translating its size
into military power.

The U.S. is also keen that .ae
E.U. maintain its arms embargo
on China, which was put in place
after the crushing of pro-democ-
racy protesters in Tiananmen
Square in 1989. — ©Guardian
Newspapers Limited 2005




US panel mum
on UN reforms

e

A BIPARTISAN panel, set up
by US Congress, has avoided
taking a position on the criti-
cal issue of UN Security
Council expansion -even
while voicing its broad sup-
port for a raft of other re-
forms mooted by Secretary
General Kofi Annan.

The panel's report is
sharply critical of the UN for
what it calls poor manage-
ment and lack of accounta-
bility, but wants the United
States to back Annan's re-
form proposals.

The 174-page report, an ad-
vance copy of which has been
made available to the New
York Times, makes it clear
that the panel wants the Bush
administration to deal with
the crucial UNSC expansion
issue in the manner it deems
fit.

HT Correspondent
Washington, June 13

The State Department is

still formulating its views,
but is understood to have
shared its thinking with
some key players, notably In-
dia. The issue is expected to
come up in greater detail dur-
ing National Security Advis-
er M.K.Narayanan's visit
here later this week and US
undersecretary of  state
Nicholas Burns' visit to New
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Delhi next week.

The bipartisan panel's rec-
ommendations for the UN in-
cluding putting in place cor-
porate style oversight bodies
and personnel standards to
tone up the world body's per-
formance.

Its co-chairs former
Speaker Newt Gingrich and
former Senate majority
leader George Mitchell - have
stressed that the proposed
UN changes "must be real
and must be undertaken
promptly".

One of Annan's proposals
to be readily endorsed was
the replacement of the Hu-
man Rights Commission by a
smaller, more powerful Hu-
man Rights Council. The con-
gressional panel felt the
council's membership should
be "ideally composed from
democracies".
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_Guantanamo Bay
must be closed,
says Senator

S. Rajagopalan @

Washington, June 6 \rg—) 2/\ kﬁ
THE CONTROVERSY over the US’s alleged mi\streat-
ment of prisoners at Guantanamo Bay has prompted
the Senate Judiciary Committee to toy with the idea of
holding hearings this month on the issue even as a lead-
ing democrat mooted closure of the camp.

Senator Arlen Specter, the judiciary panel chairman
and a moderate republican, is said to be in the prelimi-
nary stages of drafting legislation to set up procedures
for detentions and clarify the rights of detainees. Offi-
cials from the justice department and the Pentagon are
likely to be called as witnesses.

Specter’s move comes close on the heels of Amnesty
International denouncing the Guantanamo Bay camp as

/“a gulag of our time”, drawing a parallel with the con-
centration camps of the erstwhile Soviet Union — a
charge dismissed by President Bush and top officials as
“absurd” and “reprehensible”.

The denial notwithstanding, the London-based hu-
man rights organisation stepped up its offensive on Sun-
day. William Schulz, its executive director in Washing-
ton, claimed on Fox News that the US had a network of
secret prisons around the world where detainees “in
some cases, at least, are being mistreated, abused, tor-
tured and even killed”.

Amnesty’s demand to close down the Guantanamo
Bay camp received a measure of support from Senator
Joe Biden, the ranking semocrat on the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee. “I think we should end up shutting
itdown, moving those prisoners. Those that we have rea-
son to keep, keep. And those we don’t, let go,” he said.

Biden also mooted an independent commission to in-

vestigate the allegations about Guantanamo Bay, where
about 540 men are in detention for more than three
years.
Myers doesn’t agree: America's top military officer
General Richard Myers said on Monday that closing the
Guantanamo detention centre would be very difficult as
most of the inmates were too dangerous to let loose. My-
ers said that the closure was a complex issue because
the prisoners were still important figures in the war and
letting them lose could prove fatal for the US forces in
their war against terror.




UANTANAMO FEEDING PROPAGANDA’

Call%to close
prison catnp

 David Usborne in New York

June 5. — Senior Democrats are
calling for the closure of the
USA’s controversial detention
centre in Guantanamo Bay, Cu-
ba, saying that it has become a
“propaganda and recruitment
tool” for terrorists in the wake of
allegations of prisoner abuse.

A leading Democrat Sena-
tor,Mr Joseph Biden, today sug-
gested the time had come to
consider a gradual closure of the
facility, arguing that its worsen-
ing reputation around the world
is helping to recruit people bent
on hurting the USA. “This has
become the greatest propaganda
tool that exists for recruiting of
terrorists around the world. And
it is unnecessary to be in that
position,” he told ABC TV.

For a start, the Senator argued,
there should at least be an inde-
pendent commission established
to address the value of keeping
Guantanamo. “The end result is,
I think we should end up shutting
it down, moving those prisoners,”
he added. “Those that we have
reason to keep, keep. And those
we don'’t, let go.”

The White House spent the
weekend trying to downplay a
Pentagon report confirming in-
stances of abuse of the Koran at
the camp in Guantanamo, chas-
tising the media and placing the
blame on a few rogue guards act-
ing in disregard of US policy.

The latest furore comes just
two weeks after the Bush admin-
istration assailed Newsweek mag-
azine for suggesting that guards
had flushed a copy of the Koran

re JUN 2803

‘Secret prisons’

WASHINGTON, June 5. — The US
government is running an “archipe-
lago” of prisons around the world,
many of them secret camps into
which people “literally disappeared”, a
top Amnesty International official said
today. Amnesty executive director Mr
William Schulz criticised the Bush for
holding alleged opponents in
“indefinite incommunicado detention”
without access fo lawyers in an
interview with Fox News today.

The right’s group representative was
pressed to substantiate Amnesty's
claim that the prison camp at the US
naval base at Guantanamo Bay
represents the “gulag of our times”.
The gulag reference was not “an
exact or a literal analogy”, Mr Schulz
said. “But there are some
similarities. The USA is maintaining
an archipelago of prisons around
the world, many of them secret
prisons into which people are being
literally disappeared..” — AFP

down the lavatory. The magazine
withdrew the claim, saying it was
unsure of its sources, but not be-
fore it had triggered deadly anti-
American rioting in Afghanistan
and other Muslim countries.

But on Friday the Pentagon
concluded that there had indeed
been some scattered cases where
the Koran had been desecrated in
the facility, though none flushed
in a lavatory. In one case, urine
from a guard had splashed on the
Koran. Also recorded were cases
where the books had been kicked
or stamped on by guards and
interrogators or made wet when
guards threw water balloons into
cells. — The Independent
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~POLICE SOUND TERROR ALERT IN INDONESIA

USA shuts down
Jakarta embassy

JAKARTA, May 26. — The USA today
closed its embassy here and all of its
diplomatic facilities in Indonesia because
of an unspecified security threat, as
American officials repeated earlier warn-
ings about possible terrorist attacks in the
world’s most populous Muslim country.

The US action came a week after -

Australia urged its citizens to avoid trav-
elling to Indonesia because of a warning
by police in Jakarta about possible sui-
cide bombings, particularly at embassies,
international schools, office buildings and
shopgmg malls,
onesian police repeated the warn-

ing today, saying two terror suspects —
Malaysians Azahari bin Husin and
Noordin Mohamed Top — may be plan-
ning fresh attacks in Indonesia. It was not
clear, however, if this was the cause of
alarm for US officials, and an Indonesian
police spokesman said authorities knew
of no specific threat against Americans.

In an e-mailed statement, US officials
reaffirmed that the threat of terrorism in
Indonesia “remains high”, but did not say
what led to the closures until further notice
of the American embassy in Jakarta, and
consulates in Surabaya, Medan and the
island of Bali. Other American govern-
ment offices would also be shuttered.

“Attacks could occur at any time and
could be directed against any location,
including those frequented by foreigners
and identifiably American and other
Western facilities or businesses in
Indonesia,” the statement said.

Aceh peﬁde talks

HELSINKI, May 26. — Peace talks between
the Indonesian govemment and Aceh rebels
resumed in Finland today amid reports of new
violence in the tsunami-ravaged province. The
fourth round of talks, convened by former
Finnish President, Mr Martti Ahtisaari, began
with the parties deciding an agenda for the six
days of closed-door meetings at an isolated
mansion outside Helsinki. Subjects include a
possible amnesty for the rebels, ways of
integrating them into the local society and
economic issues. — AP

Since the 9/11 attacks, the USA has
closed its embassy for brief periods
because of potential security threats. It also
evacuated non essential staff and family
members for six months after the 2002 Bali
nightclub bombings that killed 202 people.
The Bali attack was blamed on the Al-
Qaida-linked terror group Jemaah
Istamiyah, which also is believed responsi-
ble for the 5 Aug 2003 bombing of the JW
Marriott hotel in Jakarta that killed 12, and
last year’s attack at the Australian embassy
in Jakarta that left 10 dead.

Dozens of militants have been convict-
ed in the Bali and Marriott attacks but
many top terror suspects — including
Azahari and Noordin — remain free and
are believed to be somewhere in
Indonesia. Police today repeated that they
might be planning more attacks. “We are
unclear about the location of their target
exactly but our intelligence analysis have
identified communication from the perpe-
trators about an attack,” police chief Gen.
Dai Bachtiar said, without elaborating.
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US logks

Ramadi,May25 V" ¥
AROUND 1,000 US and Iraqi
troops occupied the western
town of Haditha on Wednesday,
searching homes and seizing
suspects in an anti-insurgent
sweep, the US military and resi-
dents said.

The town, on the Euphrates
river about 200 km northwest of
Baghdad, has been in the focus of
militant activity in recent
months and the scene of fre-
quent attacks on US troops.

US forces believe fighters such
as Abu Musab al-Zargawi —
America’s most-wanted man in
Iraq with a $25 million bounty on
his head — are operating in the
area, which is on a major supply
route between Syria and the
rebel stronghold of Ramadi.

Insurgent attacks have soared
nationwide over the past month,
since the formation of a Shia-led
government, with more than 600
Iragis and dozens of US troops
killed. The US military said
Wednesday’s operation, dubbed
New Market, was “focused on dis-
rupting insurgent activity” and
followed another operation earli-
er this month called Matador.

“Insurgent presence and ac-
tivity has recently increased in
the area,” the US military said in
a statement, adding that the op-

for reb

v

AP

eration involved  Marines,
sailors and Iraqi troops. “Over
the course of the three months of
the Marines’ presence, numer-
ous roadside bombs have been
discovered in the vicinity of Ha-
ditha and numerous indirect fire
attacks have been launched
against Coalition forces.”
Haditha residents said US
troops began their operation at
around 5 am, moving door-to-door
through the largely deserted stre-
ets as helicopters hovered over-
head. “They came to my house,
there were about 15 of them, and

els in Haditha

o
A US Marine writes an identification number on the forehead of an Iragi
man detained during a search in Haditha on Wednesday.

they searched everything, look-
ing for weapons and asking if 1
knew any insurgents,” said Ma-
her Dali, dean of the college of
arts at the province’s Anbar Uni-
versity. “After they’'d finished
searching, they left, that was it.”
A doctor at Haditha’s hospital,
Waleed al-Hadithi, said he had
received two dead and one
wounded person since the opera-
tion began. Residents said the
troops seized several suspected
insurgents. There was no word
on arrests from the military.
Reuters

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES



- U.S. professes diplomacy,

allies wait

George W. Bush’s nomination of John R. Bolton
as Ambassador to the United Nations sends all

the wrong signals.
r \}
Charles M. Sennott "

i

HEN CONDOLEEZZA Rice made

her first trip abroad as Secretary
of State in February, she announced:
“Now is the time for diplomacy.”

More than a few cynics in Europe
wondered if that statement wasn’t a
backhanded confirmation of a widely
held perception abroad that the first
Bush administration viewed interna-
tional diplomacy as irrelevant, especial-
ly during the run-up to the war in Iraq.

Now, almost six months into the sec-
ond Bush administration, many former
and current diplomats in Europe and in
the United States say they believe Wash-
ington has come to understand the need
to “reach out and listen,” as one State
Department official put it, to other allies.

But even among those diplomats who
hold out hope that the new adminis-
tration will embrace international diplo-
macy as the only way to build a
functioning democracy in Iraq, the sen-
timent is widespread that George W.
Bush’s nomination of John R. Bolton as
Ambassador to the United Nations
sends all the wrong signals.

Last week, a Republican member of
the Senate Foreign Relations commit-
tee, George V. Voinovich of Ohio, de-
scribed Mr. Bolton as “the poster child of
what someone in the diplomatic corps
should not be” because of allegations of
bullying and shaping intelligence to fit
his hard-line conservative policies when
he served as an Undersecretary of State.

With a full vote in the Senate expected
as soon as this week, diplomats in Eu-
rope are looking at the confirmation
process as a key indicator of whether the
warmer tones of diplomacy that seem to
be coming out of the Bush administra-
tion amount more to lip service thanto a
true change in how the United States
projects its power in the world.

Many diplomats in Europe say the
vote on the blunt 56-year-old Bolton,
who has openly expressed his disdain for
the United Nations, is a defining mo-
ment in the Bush administration’s at-
tempt to mend badly frayed
trans-Atlantic relationships.

Sir Harold Walker, a retired 37-year
veteran in the British Foreign Service
who has held numerous ambassadorial
postings, including envoy to Iraq in
1990-199], said, “Bush’s loudly declared
policy, that diplomacy is irrelevant and
that an exertion of raw military power
can achieve things, has permeated the
U.S. administration in a way that it never
has before. Bolton embodies this belief,
and his nomination would suggest that
the Bush administration is going to con-
tinue in this direction.”

“His confirmation,” Sir Harold added,
“would tell all of us who observe these
things that the fundamentals of the Bush
foreign policy have not changed, even
though Condi’s speeches to us have sug-
gested a more polite, emollient ap-
proach.”

A senior diplomat in Western Europe,

™ - -

-~ o i
F g g

{3+

who spoke on condition of anonymity,
said, “If Bolton is indeed confirmed,
then all of the change we have been hop-
ing for and to some extent observing
from Washington — a sense that the
Bush administration is looking to engage
in traditional diplomacy — would sud-
denly ring hollow.”

In a telephone interview from Wash-
ington, a senior Bush administration of-
ficial said of Mr. Bolton: “The notion that
he represents a backtrack to something
harder-edged is wrong.”

While the official said he understood
many diplomats around the world have
viewed Mr. Bolton as a “strong charac-
ter,” they should not forget that he “knit-
ted together” a complex alliance and a
successful approach in his recent initia-
tive aimed at controlling nuclear prolif-
eration. “Europe needs to recognise
that,” the official said.

European diplomats are not the only
ones to oppose Mr. Bolton.

Fifty-nine former U.S. diplomats sent
a letter in March to the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee chairman, Richard
G. Lugar of Indiana, stating that Mr. Bol-
ton “is the wrong man for this position.”
The letter sharply criticised Mr. Bolton
for his “insistence that the UN is valua-
ble only when it directly serves the Unit-
ed States.”

Among the most prominent signato-
ries was Arthur A, Hartman, Ambassa-
dor to France and the Soviet Union
under Presidents Jimmy Carter and Ro-
nald Reagan and assistant secretary of
state for European affairs under Presi-
dent Richard M. Nixon.

Mr. Hartman painted a bleak picture
of diplomacy under Mr. Bush, saying,
“We have expressed unilaterally our
power in the past, of course. But never
have we not only neglected the allies, but
almost spit in their face. That is a strong
point of view and it has to be balanced
with the reality that Europe has also
failed to do its share for too long.”

“This administration totally put aside
anybody else’s point of view. This is Bol-
ton’s style,” Hartman said in a telephone
interview.

Some U.S. diplomats say privately
that the Bolton nomination reflects a
bullying approach from Washington in
which U.S. diplomats on the ground in
foreign capitals are undervalued at best.

One U.S. diplomat in Europe who has
also held postings in the Middle East
said a great deal of frustration has ac-
crued in the U.S. diplomatic corps under
Mr. Bush.

Speaking on the condition of anonym-
ity, the diplomat said little attention is
paid in Washington to carefully re-
searched diplomatic cables, and often it
feels as though they have not been read
atall.

“There are times when we feel more
like a travel agency than a diplomatic
corps,” the diplomat said of the elab-
orate preparation for visits by State De-
partment and White House officials.

—New York Times News Service
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/" Female US™

soldier gets
L ‘\\B_ mo nth U
jail term+*®

Fort Hood: An US Army re-
servist who appeared in sever-
al of the infamous abuse pho-
tos taken by guards at Irag’s
Abu Ghraib prison was sen-
tenced to six months in prison
for her role in the scandal that
rocked the US military’s im-
age at home and abroad. The
sentence for Spc. Sabrina Har-
man came a day after she was
convicted on six of the seven
counts she faced for mistreat-
ing detainees at the Baghdad
lockup in late 2003.

She faced a maximum of
five years in prison, though
prosecutors asked the jury to
give her three years. The jury
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“Desecration” triggers anti-American
demonstrations in three countires

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister calls for ac jon agalnst gullty’ soldiers

\J"

KABUL: Protests against the alleged
desecration of the Koran at Guanta-
namo Bay spread across the Muslim
world on Friday, with three Afghans
dying in fresh violence and hardlin-
ers rallying in Pakistan and Indone-
sia.

The worst anti-U.S. demonstra-
tions since the fall of the Taliban in
2001 entered a fourth day in Afghan-
istan, spreading to new cities across
the conservative nation where
American troops maintain a heavy
presence.

The latest deaths occurred when
around 1,000 persons took to the
streets near Faizabad, capital of the
northeastern province of Badaksh-
an, bringing the number of persons
killed since Tuesday to 10, officials
said. In neighbouring Pakistan, akey
ally in what the U.S. calls a war on
terrorism, hundreds of hardline
Muslims burned U.S. flags and effi-
gies of President George W. Bush to
vent their anger over the allegations,
witnesses said.

Demonstrators in several cities
chanted “Death to America” while
speakers at rallies called by an alli-
ance of religious parties demanded
the U.S. government punish those
involved in the incident.

During a rally in southern Kara-
chi, a senior MMA member Mairajul
Huda told protesters that people
“should rise against the anti-Mus-
lim policies of the United States.”

Speaking in Sydney, Pakistani
Foreign Minister Khurshid Kasuri
called for severe punishment for any

DENOUNCING U.S.: Activists of the six-party Islamic alliance, Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA),
raise slogans during a demonstration in Karachi on Friday.. — PHOTO: AFP

U.S. soldiers proved to have been
involved in the incident.

In Jakatta, capital of the world’s
most populous Muslim nation In-
donesia, hundreds of Indonesian
Muslims staged a rally at a mosque.
Students in the Indonesian city of
Makassar on Sulawesi island took to
the streets and searched hotels and
the airport for any Americans, De-
tikcom news portal reported. No
Americans were found. — AFP

14 MAY 2005 THE vy,

Rice condemns “disrespect”

WASHINGTON: U.S. Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice termed
disrespect to the holy book as
“abhorrent” and said appropriate
action would be taken against the
offenders. “Before I begin my
actual testimony, I want to speak

directly to Muslims in America and
throughout the world. Disrespect
for the Holy Koran is not now, nor
has it ever been, nor will it ever be,
tolerated by the U.S.,” she said
before the Senate Committee. —
PTI




Bolton nommated

M\S

but nqgndorsement

GLENN KESSLER v
WASHINGTON, MAY 13

win approval from the GOP-
controfled Senate, where they
said few if any Republicans

tremendous pressure on Re-
publican lawmakers to support
Bolton. Several GOP lawmak-

BITTERLY di- wouldjoin Voinovichinoppo-  erson the committee expressed
vided Senate For-  sition. The embattled nomi-  deep misgivings, though they
eign  Relations neemightalsopickupasmany said they would vote for him,
Committee voted as three Democratic votes, while the committee chairman,

along party lines on Friday to  they added. Bolton “is the Richard Lugar, gave only a
send the nomination of John  poster child of what someone  lukewarm support.

Boltontobecome UN Ambas-  in the diplomatic corps should Democrats alleged Bolton
sadortothe full Senate without  not be,” Voinovich said in a  sought to oust intelligence ana-
any endorsement. lysts, stretched intelli-

Republicans agreed
to the rare procedural
move after a key GOP Sena-

tor, George Voinovich, Ohio,:

made it clear he would force-
fully oppose promoting the 56-
year-old Undersecretary of
State to the prestigious post
because of allegations of arro-
gance and bullying, but would
not object to bringing the
nomination tothe floor.
Administration  officials
and GOP lawmakets said they
were confident Bolton would

From Washington Post

blistering speech that sur-
prised even Democrats with its
ferocity. “I have come to the
determination that the US can
do better than John Bolton,”
he said, adding that Bolton’s
behavior at the State Depart-
ment would get him fired in

the private sector.
Bolton’s failure to win un-
conditional " approval

amounted to a rebuke of the
White House, which has put

gence views, was abusive
to subordinates and gave
misleading testimony to the
committee. In the past three
weeks, the committee staff has
interviewed nearly 30 people
and examined hundreds of doc-
uments to address allegations
stretching back two decades.
Sending a nomination with-
out a recommendation has be-
come common for judicial posts,
but it has happened only twice

* for diplomatic positions, most

—LATWP

recentlyin 1993.
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Thilisi (Georgia) May 10
(Reuters): To chants of
“Bushi, Bushi,” President
George W. Bush hailed Geor-
gia’s new democracy asa “bea-
con of liberty” today and in a
swipe at Moscow said the sov-
ereignty of the ex-Soviet re-
public must be respected.

Tens of thousands of peo-
ple jammed into Thilisi’s Free-
dom Square — aonce called
Lenin Square —to cheer Bush
at the rallying point for a 2003
“Rose  Revolution”  that
brought pro-western Presi-
dent Mikhail Saakashvili to
power.

" Bush threw his weight be-
hind Georgia's efforts to gain
the return of two pro-Moscow
rebel regions, South Ossetia
and Abkhazia, which
Saakashvili says is vital for

g1 M0

ush s

IR}
.

his country to recover from
years of economic decline.

But, during a 19-hour visit,
Bush significantly avoided
open backing for Saakashvili
in his demand for the speedy
closure of two Russian bases
on Georgian soil.

Aware that Georgia’s fledg-
ling democracy feels intimi-
dated by neighbouring
Moscow, Bush said Washing-
ton encouraged Georgia’s clos-
er cooperation with Nato. And
he got some of his loudest
cheers when he said: “The sov-
ereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of Georgia must be re-
spected... by all nations”.

The US-educated
Saakashvili asked for Wash-
ington’s help in joining the list
of other ex-Soviet states to
join Nato.

alutes Georgia

Stung Putin

Moscow, May 10 (Reuters): President Vladimir Putin, stung
by suggestions Russia should atone for Soviet rule of the
Baltic states, today called a border claim by EU-member
Latvia “total nonsense”.

A day after Russia celebrated victory over Nazi Germany
with a lavish ceremony, sensitivities surrounding Moscow’s
annexation of the Baltic states in World War II burst to the
fore at a news conference following a summit with the EU,

Russia has yet to sign a border delineation agreement with
Baltic neighbours Latvia and Estonia, a move that has been
repeatedly delayed by poor relations and has complicated a
wider rapprochement between Russia and the enlarged EU.

“We are ready to sign the agreements on borders that you
asked about with Estonia and Latvia,” Putin said, after sign-
ing an agreement on political and economic relations with the
EU. “We hope they will not be accompanied by idiotic — in
terms of their content — demands of a territorial nature,” he
said. “We are ready to wait while our colleagues who came up
with this sort of fantasy hecome mature for real work.”
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WASHINGTON: Four top U.S. Army
officers, including a former com-
mander of American forces in
Irag, have been cleared of any
wrongdoing in the prisoner
abuse scandal at Baghdad’s Abu
Ghraib prison, Defence officials
said late on Friday.

Only Brigadier General Janis
Karpinski, who commanded a
military police unit found re-
sponsible for sexually humiliat-
ing prisoners, forcing them into
stress positions and intimidat-
ing them with guard dogs, was
relieved of her command and is
being recommended for a ca-
reer-ending reprimand, the offi-
cials said.

However, Lieutenant-Gener-
al Ricardo Sanchez, who as com-
mander of the U.S. forces in Iraq
from June 2003 to July 2004
had briefly issued a set of tough
interrogation guidelines that
some say had encouraged the
abuse, was fully exonerated, ac-
cording to the officials, who
spoke on condition of anonym-
ity.

The U.S. probe, completed by
Army Inspector General Lieu-
tenant-General Stanley Green,
comes on the heels of a slew of
independent and internal Penta-
gon investigations undertaken
since April 2004, when informa-
tion about the pervasive abuse at
Abu Ghraib leaked into the
media.

The U.S. President, George W.
Bush, expressed shock at the re-
ports, calling the abuses “abhor-
rent,” but insisted the treatment
of inmates at the notorious
Baghdad prison “does not repre-
sent the America that I know.”

In the intervening months,
seven rank-and-file soldiers who
had been assigned to guard duty
at Abu Ghraib were charged with
physically and sexually abusing
the detenus. Five of them have
already been found guilty or
pleaded guilty, while two courts-
martial are still pending.

Escape punishment

But top U.S. commanders in
Iraq have largely escaped puni-
shment despite allegations some
of them might have tacitly en-
couraged soldiers to rough up
prisoners in order to “soften”
them before interrogation.

The Green report sought to
address these concerns, but
found fault only with Ms, Kar-
pinski, who is accused of failing
to provide ptroper oversight of
her troops, the officials said.

Though not released to the
public, the document is seen as
the military’s final word in the
year-long saga that has tar-
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in Abu Ghraib abuse -

Report contradicts findings by former U.gfﬁ
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HIGHLIGHTING TORTURE: A demonstrator, depicting an image from the Abu Ghraib
prison torture scandal, and other activists stage a protest demanding justice in
Washington, DC, last week. - PHOTO: AFP

nished the reputation of the U.S.
armed forces and fuelled mul-
tiple calls for the resignation of
the Defence Secretary, Donald
Rumsfeld. “The Army is current-
ly in the process of briefing
members of Congress on the
comprehensive results of an In-
spector General legal review of
senior member involvement in-
to Abu Ghraib,” Army spokes-
woman Major Elizabeth
Robbins told AFP.

“We are currently not ad-
dressing questions on the find-

ings until we have addressed the
questions of Congress.”

According to the sources, the
officials cleared include Lt.-Gen.
Sanchez’s former deputy, Major
General Walter Wojdakowski,
who stood accused of failing to
staff the prison with trained
guards, Major General Barbara
Fast, the former chief intelli-
gence officer at Abu Ghraib, and
Colonel Marc Warren, the com-
mand’s top legal officer.

All continue to hold top jobs
in the U.S. military. Lt.-Gen.

Sanchez, for example, is now
commander of the Army Fifth
Corps based in Germany, while
Maj. Gen. Fast has been given
command of an Army intelli-
gence centre located at Fort
Huachuca, Arizona.

However, the findings appear
to contradict last year’s report
by an independent panel led by
the former Defence Secretary,
James Schlesinger, who argued
that commanders should be held
accountable “for their action or
inaction.” — AFP
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'AMERICAN POWER

globe like a Colossus. To-

day’s international system,
says Robert Kagan, “is built not
around a balance of power but
around American hegemony”.
American military power is now
far stronger then that of any
other nation. The USA today ac-
counts for 40 to 50 per cent of
global defence spending. In
every sphere of warfare US now
has clear preponderance over
other powers. No other power
has the capacity to move large
forces around the globe and sup-
port its troops with precision
firepower and unsurpassed am-
ount of information and in-
telligence.

Military resources as a result
of the $400 billion military
budget are formidable. The de-
fence research establishment of
the US receives more' money
than the entire defence budget
of its largest European ally. No
other power has B2 bombers,
the satellite constellations, the
aircraft carriers or the long ran-
ge unmanned aircraft like that of
the US Navy and Air Force.

Sources of strength

But no power can sustain itself
by military strength alone; it
must possess other sources of
strength. Another pillar of Ame-
rican strength is its economy. It
is indeed the world’s largest and
most vibrant. In 2000 the US
economy was equal in size to
that of the next four national
economies (Japan, France, Ger-
many, Great Britain) combined.
However, the economic gap is
smaller than the military gap
when the US economy is com-
pared to that of the European
Union. Nevertheless, the Ameri-
can dominance remains re-
markable.

There are other sources of
strength. The US today is the
third most populous country.
Unlike other developed coun-
tries it has a birth rate which is
near the replacement rate. It has
a stable political system and in
the realm of knowledge and
ideas, it has, as Joseph Nye of
Harvard University calls it, “a
clear lead over others”. Ameri-
can universities dominate in the
field of higher education and
American culture, both high-
brow or low-brow, music, food,
work styles and manners.

The values of democracy, per-
sonal freedom, upward mobility
and openness that find expres-
sion in American education and
culture contribute to American
power. It has been aptly said that
American soft power looms lar-
ger than its economy and mili-
tary assets and radiates with an
intensity last seen in the days of
the Roman empire. Globalisa-
tion wears a “made in USA’
model.

There are some scholars and
thinkers who feel that this Ame-

The US today bestrides the

The author is a former Director,
National Police Academy

How Long Will It Last? e

By SANKAR SEN

rican predominance will be eph-
emeral and this unipolar mom-
ent will be brief. In international
relations, if one nation becomes
too strong, others will join hands
to balance its power. There is
also an opposite school holding
the view that the present Ameri-
can pre-eminence will last well

into the 21st century, only if the

US is able to display strategic
restraint and uses its power
wisely.

Predicting the rise and fall of
nations is a hazardous guess.

When Britain lost its American
colonies in the 18th century,
Horace Walpole visualised Bri-
tain’s reduction to a little island
as insignificant as Denmark or
Sardinia. He failed to foresee the
coming industrial revolution that
would give Britain another
century with greater power.
Similarly, there were others who
after the Vietnam war prophe-
sied that American power will
gradually contract and its hege-
mony will not last. But they did
not foresee the third industrial
revolution, which would give US
new power and strength and a
“second century”. Today the US
has assumed leadership of the
global information revolution.

Hegemonists and globalists

Now the question is how
America as a global superpower
is going to use its vast resources.
Geopolitical considerations that
guided American policy for
more than 100 years are no lon-
ger in existence. There are ana-
lysts who feel that soon America,
which has over-extended itself,
will retreat from further engage-
ments and withdraw military
forces from Europe and Asia.
This viewpoint is erroneous
because of the profound changes
that have taken place in global
politics. In this age of globalisa-
tion American foreign policy no
longer revolves around geogra-
phy. Today al Qaeda offers great
threats to American security
whether they operate from Af-
ghanistan, Philippines or Wes-
tern Europe. So in the coming

years America has to remain en-
gaged abroad, but the question is
regarding the manner and way of
expanding an international or-
der that suits American inter-
ests. On this there are two sch-
ools of thought among the Ame-
rican foreign policy-makers.
There are hegemonists who are
of the view that American power
‘and influence is threatened by a
combination of terrorism, rogue
states, weapons of mass des-
truction as well as ambitions of
other powers. They feel that to

safeguard American safety as
well as that of its allies there
should be confident exercise of
American power with few cons-
traints on its freedom of action.

Hegemonists see American
primacy as the key to achieving
its foreign policy goals. The
other viewpoint is represented
by globalists who feel that,
instead of dictating, America
should work in cooperation with
other countries and interna-
tional institutions. Unilateral
American action will be counter-
productive.

This is because economic
globalisation has been accom-
panied in recent days by military
globalisation. Previously, dis-
tance neutralised military advan-
tages and provided a buffer.
Modern technology has now
changed the situation. With
widespread diffusion of tech-
nology, many states have acquir-
ed the capability of producing
biological, chemical and nuclear
weapons of mass destruction.
Not only states but terrorist
organisations are likely to be in
possession of sophisticated and
lethal weapons, which they can
use with deadly effect against the
most powerful states.

To deal with catastrophic ter-
rorism there is need for both the
shield and the sword. The shield
of preventive measures has to be
strengthened, but defence mea-
sures at home alone will not
help. Effective counter terrorism
measures by Washington will be
successful only if it obtains the
support of other countries. The
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Bush Administration’s National
Security Strategy correctly
points out that America today is
threatened less by “conquering
states than by the failed and
failing ones”. It is these states
which offer opportunities to ter-
rorists to exploit grievances and
places to operate. The rebuild-
ing of these states will require
joint working with America’s
major allies. American military
success in Afghanistan and pre-
cision bombing destroyed only a
fraction of al Qaeda’s cells. It
retains cells in 60 other coun-
tries. Mere bombing cannot
wipe them out from different
parts of the world. The best res-
ponse to transnational terrorism
networks is the network of coop-
erating government agencies.

Spreading disenchantment

American hegemonic power is
of course generating animosity.
The imperial power always looks
like a bully. The claim of a
superpower to act in the interest
of others is always taken with a
grain of salt. It always creates
fears and anxieties among other
powers. The First World War
had its genesis in Germany’s rise
to power and the fear it caused
in Great Britain. Similarly in this
century China’s growth will
create fear in the US and may
generate conflict.

Indeed anti-American senti-
ment is sweeping the world after
the Iraq war. It has, of course,
been aggravated by the aggres-
sive style of the present Ameri-
can President. Under George
Bush, anti-Americanism is
widely thought to have reached
nhew heights. ,

In the coming years the USA
will lose more of its ability to
lead others if it decides to act
unilaterally. If other states step
aside and question the USASs
policies and objectives and seek
to de-legitimise them, the prob-
lems of the USA will increase
manifold. American success will

-lie in melding power and co-

operation and -generating a
belief in other countries that
their interests will be served by
working with instead of oppo-
sing the United States. It is aptly
said that use of power without
cooperation becomes dictatorial
and breeds resistance and re-
sentment. But cooperation with-
out power produces posturing
and no concrete progress.

There is also another disquiet-
ing development. It seems
American soft power is waning
and it is losing its allure as a
model society. Much of the rest
of the world is no longer looking
up to the USA as a beacon.
Rising religiosity, rank hostility
to the UN, Bush’s doctrine of
preventive war, Guantanamo
Bay etc are creating disquiet in
the minds of many and turning
them off America. This diminu-
tion of America’s soft power will
also create disenchantment and
may gradually affect American
pre-eminence.



BUSH IN EUROPE

four day visit to Belgium,

Germany and Slovakia at
the end of February attracted a
lot of media and scholarly atten-
tion worldwide. His visit assum-
ed significance for a variety of
reasons: it was his first visit ab-
road after assuming office for
the second time in January this
year; it supposedly emphasised
the strategic importance his
administration attached to Eu-
rope; it also reflected his desire
to bury the bitter differences
with Europe that had marked his
first term. “Diplomacy” was the
new mantra.

Herein lay the key questions:
why did Bush decide to re-en-
gage Europe at this point of
time? Have the issues that divi-
ded them disappeared or are
simply being ignored? Is Bush
seeking a compromise in his
foreign policy agenda? Does it
mark a fundamental shift in US
fareign policy and security
strategy? Or is it merely a
tactical shift?

Transatlantic rift

It might be recalled that Presi-
dent Bush had similarly began
his first term by visiting Europe.
This trip, however, marked the
beginning of the now-clichéd
“transatlantic rift”. The issues
that divided US and Europe
then were the US approach to
the Kyoto Protocol, the Inter-
_ national Criminal Court, the
Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty and
the Middle East peace process.
It was, however, the US war in
Iraq and related US diplomacy
that brought the underlying rift
to the fore and strained diplo-
matic relations beyond repair.
The US Defence Secretary,
Donald Rumsfeld, was perceived
to be dividing Europe by talking
about “old” and “new” Europe.
Also, National Security Adviser
Condoleezza Rice’s statement
about “forgiving Russia, ig-
noring Germany and punishing
France” further dealt a body
blow to the transatlantic rela-
tions. In his first term, Bush was

President George W Bush’s

The author is an assistant professor of
diplomacy at the Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi

Diplomacy Has Become The New Mantra

By MANISH DABHADE ) W/

also seen to be actively and over-
tly opposing the emergence of a
strong and united Europe. He
was then increasingly seen, by
European elites and commoners
alike, as a unilateralist, arrogant,
insensitive, abrasive and uncom-
promising leader lacking both
diplomatic style and substance.

It was in this context that Bush
decided to reengage Europe at
the beginning of his second
term. The issues that had crea-
ted the “rift” in the first place,
were still the bone of contention
between the US and Europe. In
fact, differences on new issues of
Iran and the proposed lifting of
EU arms sales embargo on
China seemed to further divide
them. But, Bush in his second
term went ahead with his task of
repairing the earlier damage to
the transatlantic relations.

Value of Europe

One of his first foreign policy
initiatives after assuming office
was to dispatch his new Secre-
tary of State Condoleezza Rice
to Europe in the first week of
February to prepare a
favourable climate for his own
visit later in the month. It was
Rice’s much awaited speech on
transatlantic relations in Paris
that sowed the seeds for a strong
US re-engagement with Europe.
She expressed earnest US desire
to repair the rift, engage the
European allies in a “dialogue”
as equals and give diplomacy a

"ESTA T&”AN

chance.

Bush began his visit to Europe
by making a hugely symbolic
gesture: making Brussels his first
stop in Europe. Brussels is the
headquarters of the European
Union as well as Nato, the insti-
tutions most valued by Europe.
Here, Bush’s support for a

“united and strong Europe” —
the idea of Europe — created
the desired positive atmosphe-
rics the US was hoping for.
Bush’s speeches and press decla-
rations repeatedly recalled the
bonds that bound the US and
the Europe: a shared history,
shared values and a shared
agenda.

Bush recalled the same senti-
ments in his bilateral talks with
the French President Jacques
Chirac and the German Chance-
llor Gerhard Schroeder, his most
bitter critics of the Irag war.
Acknowledging the differences
he had with Europe on a range
of issues, Bush repeatedly ex-
pressed his desire to “listen” to
and “engage” Europe, and give
diplomacy a chance. It was this
change in the diplomatic style in
Bush’s second term that some-
what softened European criti-
cism of President Bush and his
foreign policy during his Euro-
pean tour. It ‘made European
leaders more comfortable in en-
gaging Bush in a “dialogue” they
wanted to have with the US.

So, why did Bush in his second
term decide to give diplomacy a

Lo

Y

chance vis-a-vis \Europe? The
answer can be found in a num-
ber of reasons. The primary rea-
son is Bush’s new, more ambi-
tious, foreign policy agenda of
promoting democracy abroad,
especially in the Greater Middle
East. The Bush administration
has realised that if this neo-Wil-
sonian ideal has to be accom-
plished, it needs to have allies
that would support, not obstruct,
its strategy toward this goal. The
US is also firmly wedded to the
pre-emptive/preventive use of its
military power to topple the
totalitarian regimes seeking to
acquire weapons of mass des-
truction, its post-9/11 quest to
achieve “absolute security”. And
it is here that the European sup-
port, tangible or intangible,
would provide the much needed
legitimacy to the US use of its
military power.

Tactical shift

In his second term, Bush has
also learned a few lessons from
its war in Iraq and its aftermath.
Though the US has an over-
whelming dominance in the mili-
tary sphere that would ensure
victory over the so-called totali-
tarian states, it realised that it
needs European allies to sup-
port nation building and demo-
cratic institution building in such
states. The European support
would, thus, provide the much
needed politico-diplomatic cov-
er to pursue its ambitious fore-
ign policy agenda.

Thus, “diplomacy” has be-
come the new mantra for Bush.
This does not mean that the US
is seeking a compromise on its
strategic goals. Nor does it mean
that the US has softened it stand
on the pre-emptive use of mili-
tary power.

Bush still adheres to a “maxi-
malist” vision of US foreign pol-
icy and security strategy initiated
during his first term and espe-
cially after 9/11. The renewed
engagement of Europe is only a
tactical shift toward securing its
strategic goals. However, it re-
mains to be seen whether such z
change in US approach woulc
make Europe jump onto the U
bandwagon in pursuit of its am
bitious foreign policy agenda.



Europe arms
“for China
.irks Rice

BEIJING, March 20. —
US Secretary of State Ms
Condoleezza Rice sug-
gested today that Euro-
pean governments are
irresponsible if they sell
sophisticated weaponry to
China that might one day
be used against US forces
in the Pacific.

“It is the USA, not
Europe, that is defending
the Pacific,” Ms said. She
was speaking in Seoul, the
penultimate stop on her
week-long tour of Asia.

South Korea, Japan and
the United States are all
Pacific powers and all con-
tribute resources to keep
the Asia-Pacific region sta-
ble, Ms Rice said.

The European Union
may soon lift an arms em-
bargo on China that was
imposed after the deadly
1989 crackdown on pro-de-
mocracy protesters in Tia-
nanmen Square. Lifting the
embargo would allow sale
of technology and weapons
that China badly wants to
modernise its creaky mili-
tary. China has recently
gone on a military spending
spree that Ms Rice said
concerns the USA.

“The European Union
should do nothing to con-
tribute”, to the possibility
that Chinese forces might
turn European technology

THE STATESMAN

Ms Rice has said China might
use sophisticated weapons from
Europe against US forces
in the Pacific. — AFP

on Americans, the US
Secretary said after meet-
ings with the South Ko-
rean President and foreign
minister.

Religious freedom push

Ms Rice attended a Palm
Sunday Church service in
Beijing, underscoring Wa-
shington’s desire to see the
Chinese authorities imp-
rove their record on reli-
gious freedom, adds AFP.
She attended mass at the
official Protestant Church
in the parish of Gang-
washi, in the centre of the
Chinese capital, following
talks with Chinese Presi-
dent Mr Hu Jintao and the
Prime Minister, Mr Wen
Jinbao.
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DOUGLAS JEHL
WASHINGTON, MARCH 11

THE Pentagon is seek-
ing to enlist help from the
US State Department and
other agencies in a plan to
cut by more than half the
population at its detention
facility in Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, in part by transferring
hundreds of suspected ter-
rorists to prisons in Saudi
Arabia, Afghanistan and
Yemen, according to senior

treatment. A Feb. 5 memo-
randum from Defense Sec-
retary Donald H. Rumsfeld
callsfor broader interagency
support for the plan, starting
with efforts towork out a sig-
nificant transfer of prisoners
to Afghanistan, the officials

a Pentagon effort to cut a
population at Guantanamo
that stands at about 540 pris-

said. The proposal is part of

"US to reduce
. prisoners at
Guantanamo

oners by releasing some de-
tainees outright and by
transferring others for con-
tinued detention elsewhere.

The proposal comes as
the Bush administration re-
views the future of the naval
base at Guantanamo as a
detention center, after court
decisions and shifts in public
opinion have raised legal
and political questions about
the use of the facility.

The White House first
embraced using Guan-

administration officials. tanamo as a holding place
The transfers would be  for terrorism suspects taken
similar to the renditions, or  in Afghanistan, in part be-
transfersof captives toother ~ cause the base was seen as
countries, car- ) beyond the ju-
ried out by the Inmates YA risdiction of
CIA, but they ; USlaw. Butre-
are subject to be I:ﬁ()\/ Ed_ to cent court rul-
stricter  ap- prisons m ings have held
roval within 3 . that prisoners
fhe govern- Saudi Arabla» therep may
ment, and face Afgh anistan LRSS EE
potential op- i detentions in
position from and Yemen federal court.
the CIA aswell For the last six
as the State and Justice De-  months, the Pentagon has
partments, the officialssaid.  halted the flow of terrorism
Administration officials  suspects into the prison, ac-
say those agencies have re-  cording to Defense Depart-
sisted some previous han-  ment officials.
dovers, out of concern that Officials said that the
transferring the prisonersto  court rulings had contributed
foreign governments could  to their determination to re-
harm American security or  duce the population at
subject the prisoners tomis-  Guantanamo, in part by per-

suading other countries to
bear some of the burden of
detaining terrorism suspects.
Under the administration’s
approach, the State Depart-
mentis responsible for nego-
tiating agreements in which
receiving countries agree “to
detain, investigate and/or
prosecute” the prisoners and
to treat them humanely.

—NYT

———————————
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John R. Bolton at the US State
Department on Monday.
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America
names
hardliner

UN envoy

S. Rajagoglk?l hBHO’ \‘AD

Washington,

PRESIDENT GEORGE W. Bush
has nominated John Bolton, a
scathing critic of the United Na-
tions, as the next US ambassador
to the world body. The decision
sparked a controversy with De-
mocrats immediately attacking
the choice. A Republican Sena-
tor also disapproved of the move.

Secretary of state Condoleez-
za Rice, however, defended the
nomination of the 56-year-old
conservative. She called Bolton a
tough-minded diplomat with a
proven track record of effective
multi-lateralism. She main-
tained that Bolton is “personally
committed to the future success
of the United Nations”.

But Bolton’s past could haunt
him when the Senate vets his
nomination. He had once com-
mented that “there’s no such
thing as the United Nations”. If
the UN building in New York lost
10 of its 38 stories, it “wouldn't
make a bit of difference,” he had
remarked.

Bolton, currently undersecre-
tary of state for arms control,
has also been known for his un-
compromising approach vis-a-
vis Iran and North Korea and a
lack of enthusiasm for some in-
ternational treaties. On Monday,
Bolton acknowledged his sharp
criticism of the UN in the past.
But he said his emphasis was al-
ways on the criticality of Ameri-
can leadership for a UN that was
effective and remained true to its
original charter.

“Close cooperation and the
time-honoured tradition of
frank communication is central
to achieving our mutually-held
objectives. The United Nations
affords us the opportunity to
move our policies forward to-
gether with unit of purpose,” he
said.

Senate Democratic,Jeader Har-
ry Reid, attacking the nomina-
tion. said, “This is a disappoint-
ing choice and one that sends
wrong signals.” Republican Sena-
tor Chuck Hagel was also oblique-
ly critical of Bolton's appoint-
ment. “We need alliances, we
need friends...To go up there and
kick the UN around doesn’t get
the job done,” he commented.
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BUSH IN EUROPE

THE UNITED STATES and the European Union
sought to put their differences over issues per-
taining to West Asia behind them during Presi-
dent George W. Bush’s recent trans-Atlantic visit.
However, the EU's moves to lift the embargo on
arms sales to China have emerged as a fresh
cause for friction. This ban was imposed after the
Tiananmen Square incidents of 1989. In Wash-
ington’s view, the lifting of the ban is not justified
as the People’s Republic has not undertaken suf-
ficient democratic reforms since then. The U.S.
also argues that the supply of advanced equip-
ment to China would alter the balance of forces
in the Taiwan Straits area. The fear that some of
this weaponry might be transferred to ‘rogue
non-state’ elements has also been expressed.
These arguments appear intended to obscure the
real reason for the U.S. opposition to the EU’s
plans. As set out in its strategic doctrine, the su-
perpower is determined to ensure that no coun-
try develops the military capacity to compete
with it on anywhere near equal terms.

The nature of the relationship between the EU
and China might also change if the arms em-
bargo is ended. Many of the major producers of
defence equipment in Europe have standing con-
tracts with the American military. These con-
tracts could be jeopardised if plans to supply
arms to China are pursued. For this reason, EU
leaders say they will work out jointly with the
Americans the conditions under which weapons
can be sold to China. The Europeans appear to
have their task cut out as they try to implement

policies against the wishes of a supexpower that
can exert influence in multiple ways. This reality
appears to explain the European reaction to the
U.S. demand that they contribute to the training
and equipping of the newly raised Iraqi security
forces.

The Europeans did finally agree to participate
in this training programme run by the North At-
lantic Treaty Organisation. However, their contri-
butions are likely to be negligible. For instance
France, which shed its inhibitions at the last min-
ute, is to post a mid-level officer in the Brussels
headquarters of the NATO department that runs
the programme. Responses of this nature clearly
show that the European countries do not agree
with Washington's assessment that the january
election marked a turning point even though they
did not openly dispute this claim. They appear to
consider the Iraqi situation a fait accompli as well
as a mess that Washington should be left to clean
up on its own. In an effort to push these differ-
ences to the background, France and Germany
preferred to highlight issues on which they and
the U.S. have compatible positions. Given the
stakes France has in Lebanon, its endorsement of
the U.S. call for a withdrawal of Syrian forces
came as no surprise. For all that, the European
gestures of friendliness may have induced the
Bush administration to modify its Iran policy
slightly. In signalling that incentives can be pro-
vided if Iran gives up its nuclear weapon pro-
gramme, Washington appears to have followed
the advice of the Europeans — for now.
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~ Bush for complete
~Syria withdrawal"'

Westfield (New Jersey),
March 4 (Reuters): President
George W. Bush today de-
manded Syria’s complete
withdrawal from Lebanon.

“When we say withdraw
we mean complete withdrawal
— no half-hearted measures,”
Bush said at an event in New
Jersey promoting his Social
Security plan.

His comments followed re-
ports that Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad was expected
to announce today a partial
pullout of troops from
Lebanon, with some leaving
completely and the rest rede-
ploying close to the border.

“Syrian troops, Syrian in-
telligence services must get
out of Lebanon now,” Bush
said. He said he was pleased a
similar message was delivered
to Assad by Saudi Crown
Prince Abdullah, aleader with
close Syrian ties.

“We want democracy in
Lebanon to succeed. And we

know it cannot succeed so long
as she is occupied by a foreign
power,” Bush added.

Earlier, Britain urged
Syria to withdraw its troops
from Lebanon today and said
international peacekeeping
troops could be sent to ease the
way.

Pressure has mounted on
Syria to leave Lebanon since
former Lebanese Prime Min-
ister Rafik Hariri was assassi-
nated in a car bomb attack in
Beirut last month.

“It’s got to (leave Lebanon).
Every one of its neighbours is
saying: ‘You've got to leave’,”
British foreign minister Jack
Straw told BBC radio.

“If they pull their forces
out... then they can come back
into the fold of the interna-
tional community. If they
don’t, they will be treated as a
pariah not just by the West but
by most of their Arab neigh-
bours.” Syrian troops have
helped Damascus secure influ-

ence over its small neighbour
for decades and some ob-
servers are worried that a
swift pullout could destabilise
the area.

Straw raised the possibili-
ty of more international
peacekeepers being sent to
Lebanon. A 2,000-member
peacekeeping force has been
in southern Lebanon since
1978. “It is possible that as part
of the phased withdrawal
from Lebanon by Syria — it
has to be swift but phased —
there could be some more
peacekeeping troops,” Straw
said.
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Bush plays perfec

Judy Keen

A FRONT-PAGE headline in De Morgen, a Belgian
newspaper, captured the essence of President
Bush’s visit to Europe: “Charm offensive.”

Inside the Flemish-language newspaper, anoth-
er headline anticipated Bush’s dinner with French
President Jacques Chirac, the most relentless crit-
ic of the war with Iraq. “The mission: a night kiss
for Chirac before bedtime,” it said.

Bush is visiting Belgium, Germany and Slova-
kia this week, making nice with allies who were
angered by the war with Irag. Although the speech
he delivered in Brussels on Monday included some
tough words, it was apparent on the first day of his
trip that he wants to ingratiate himself.

He joked in the speech that he worried about
how he’d be received. “More than 200 years ago,”
he said, “Benjamin Franklin arrived on this conti-
nent to great acclaim.” Citing John Adams’ de-
scription of Franklin's popularity, he said, “There
was scarcely a peasant or a citizen ... who did not
consider him as a friend to humankind.”

“I have been hoping for a similar reception,”
Bush told his audience, “but secretary (of state
Condoleezza) Rice told me I should be a realist.”
The crowd laughed knowingly. Belgium’s coat of
arms, featuring twin lions, was affixed to the
lectern Bush used instead of his usual presidential
seal. After his remarks, Bush spent a few minutes
shaking hands with the diplomats and academics
in the audience — something he rarely does after
formal speeches.

Bush sent mollifying signals all day. At the Roy-
al Palace, he told King Albert I, “Great to be here
again. Thank you.” He kept his arm around Bel-
gian Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt as they head-
ed into their meeting, which was supposed to last
30 minutes but went on twice that long. Bush asked
Verhofstadt’s advice on how to handle issues that
came up in Nato and European Union meetings.

Later, at a photo session with Verhofstadt, Bush
called his host, who broke an arm in a bicycling
mishap in 2002, a “great biker.” Bush added, “I
need a little training.”

Bush’s speech included several indirect refer-
ences to France. Bush quoted French author Al-
bert Camus saying, “Freedom is ... a long-distance
race.” The John Adams quote included a reference
to French author and philosopher Voltaire. And
Adams’ description of Franklin’s popularity re-
ferred to his stay in — of course — France.

Bush went all-out to court Chirac, hosting him
at a small working dinner at the residence of the
US ambassador that also lasted longer than sched-
uled. Bush told reporters the fact that Chirac was
his guest at his first dinner “on European soil”
since his re-election “ought to say something.”

Bush plied his counterpart with French-flavoured
gourmet fare, including lobster risotto with truffle
sauce and beef filet with bordelaise sauce. Chardon-
nay and cabernet wines were poured, but the menu
released by the White House didn’t specify whether
they originated in France or were the product of
somewhere else, such as California.

guest in Europe

M\m 5(0/\\” )

REUTERS
A man participates in an anti-Bush demonstration
during the President’s visit to Berlin on Wednesday.

Bush'’s itinerary the rest of the week has anoth-
er sign that he wants to be the perfect guest. Bush
rarely finds time on overseas trips to join his wife
visiting cultural sites, but on Wednesday in Mainz,
Germany, he stopped at the Gutenberg Museum,
which honours hometown boy Johannes Guten-
berg, inventor of the printing press.

‘Move out of Lebanon’

President Bush said on Wednesday that Syria
should withdraw not only its military but also its
secret services from Lebanon. He added Washing-
ton would wait to see how Syria responded before
possibly seeking United Nations sanctions. “We
will see how they (the Syrians) respond before
there are any further discussions about going back
to the UN,” Bush told a news conference after talks
with German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder.

Lebanon made light of Bush's message, while
the Syrian Opposition appealed to the world com-
munity to take concrete action to force Syria out.

As an UN-appointed team launched an inquiry
into the assassination of Lebanon’s ex-Prime Min-
ister Rafiq Hariri, Syrian foreign minister Mah-
moud Hammoud rubbished the transatlantic call
for an immediate Syrian withdrawal as “nothing
new.” British foreign secretary Jack Straw said
there was a “high level of suspicion” that Syria
was involved (in the killing) and urged an inde-
pendent investigation.

USA Today
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By Elisabeth Bumiller

Brussels: A simmering dispute
with Europe came to the forefront
on Tuesday when President George
W Bush said there was “deep con-
cern” in the United States that lift-
ing the European Union's arms em-
bargo against China would change
the balance of relations between
China and Taiwan.

The issue has been one of the few
disagreements to spill into the open
during Bush's trip to repair rela-
tions across the Atlantic. He and
European leaders have worked in-
tently to ease hard feelings over the
Iraq invasion, and they have played
down the conflict that has risen in
the last few months over the arms
embargo. Even as he expressed his
concerns on Tuesday, Bush insisted
that he was willing to listen to Eu-
ropean views on the issue.

In his most explicit public argu-
ment, the president said lifting the
ban would allow the transfer of
critical military technology to the
Chinese that would “change the

balance of relations between China
and Taiwan, and that's of concern”.

The administration also fears
that such technology, especially
advanced radar and communica-
tions systems, might be passed on
to other countries.

For Europe, the end of the em-
bargo, which was imposed in 1989
after China's crackdown on pro-

democracy protesters in Tianan-
men Square, would open a prof-
itable new avenue for arms sales.
But leaders also say allowing the
sales, which they propose to do by
June, would be an important way
to forge ties with China.

President Jacques Chirac of
France said Tuesday that Europe
remained steadfast in its desire to

1y spooks wary of the dragon

Washington: China will have de-
ployed several nuclear-armed mis-
¥ siles, both land and sea-based, aimed
at the US by 2015 and confrontations
between the two nations over the Tai-
wan issue by this time are possible,
B National Intelligence.Council has said.
{, US-China confrontations over Tai-

wan or other broader competing se-

curlty 1nterests are “possmle” by 2015, the NIC, which represents 15
spy agencies of the US, including the CIA, said. In the event of a con-
frontation, the report, said it was not sure how a US-Japan alliance
would shape up as Tokyo may pursue initiatives internally and over-
seas that are designed to safeguard its interests. agencies
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end the ban. He said that “we
intend to lift the last obstacles
in our relations” with China.
But he also said the ban
should be lifted “under condi-
tions that Europe and the
United States define together”.
Officials on both sides said
that underneath the diplomat-
ic words was a deep philo-
sophical divide, and that the
Americans were taking a hard
§ line against European willing-
ness to engage the Chinese in
negotiations and promises.

4 German Chancellor
Gerhard Schroeder and
President Bush inspect a
guard of honour at Mainz
Castle on Wednesday

The European Union is almost
certain to lift the 15-year-long em-
bargo by June, but it has tried to
quell American fears by saying it
will limit the transfer of advanced
technology to the Chinese by de-
veloping a tough new “code of con-
duct” for arms exports.

Bush said he was interested in
looking at that code of conduct.
and went so far as to say on his sec-
ond day of a four-day trip to Bel-
gium, Germany and Slovakia that
he was on a “listening tour”. But
he expressed skepticism about the
ability of the Europeans to come
up with a proposal for curbing the
transfer of technology to the Chi-
nese that would satisfy the US.

US officials are most concerned
that lifting the embargo would al-
low the Europeans to sell such ad-
vanced technology to the Chinese
that they will be able tomove to a
“next generation” warfare capaci-
ty and develop the kind of sophis-
ticated military systems that the
US has used in Afghanist d
Iraq. NYT News Service




Bush power

snub to

Vijay Dutt Y
London, February 19

ON THE eve of what is be-
ing described as a fence-me-
nding visit to Europe, Pres-
ident George W. Bush blunt-
ly rejected European lead-
ers moves to boost EU mili-
tary might.

During an exclusive in-
terview with the Telegraph,
the President alternating
between being brusque and
soft said, there was no need
for the Franco-German goal
of forming an alternative
superpower.

He pointedly rejected a
call by German Chancellor
Gerhard Schroeder for Nato
to be over-hauled. It was
widely believed that the
Chancellor was attempting
to give the EU’s fledgling
foreign and military bodies
more muscle.

“l disagree,” said Mr
Bush. “ I think Nato is vit-
al”. It is one that has worked
in the past and will work in
the future just so long as
there is that strong commit-
ment to Nato.”

The daily said there was
no hiding Mr Bush’s view
that the EU should not try
to counter-balance the pow-
er of America. “ Some have
said we must have a unified
Europe to balance America.
Why, when in fact we share
values and goals? As opp-
osed to counter-balancing
each other, why don’t we
view this as a moment when

i\
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George W. Bush

fashion to achieve those
goals”, said Mr Bush.

But he agreed that the
time for unilateralism was
over. America needed Eu-
rope and it could not
“spread freedom” alone.

He played. down differ-
ences with Europe over
Iran. Asked why The US
was not joining the diplo-
matic initiative of Britain,
Germany and France to-
wards Iran, he said, “ We
have made it clear that we
agree with the objective to
get rid of the weapons.” But
he added a note of threat to
the ruling clerics and asked
them to give up their nu-
clear programme.

On the war of terror, Mr
Bush said, “ We must con-
front the ideology of hate.”

On Russia, he said there
was still some distrust be-
tween the two countries and
that is why it was important
to have a personal relation-

we can move in a concerted  ship (with Mr Putin).
v
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Probe Hariri killing or face

sanctions

Reuters \/"S@ WL@

Washington, February 19

THE UNITED States has
warned Syria that it must
help investigate the assassi-
nation of former Lebanese
Prime Minister Rafik al-
Hariri or face the possibili-
ty of further sanctions.

Washington this week re-
called its ambassador from
Damascus because of its
displeasure over Hariri’s
killing as well as its long-
standing accusations that
Syria allowed people in the
country to help the Iraqi in-
surgency and to support at-
tacks on Israel.

Washington has previou-
sly told Syria to withdraw
its 14,000 troops from neigh-
bouring Lebanon, crack do-
wn on anti-Israel militants
it believes operate in the co-
untry and stop what it says
is support for the Iraqi ins-
urgency across its border.

The call for Syria to join

. US

a9

an investigation of the bom-
bing that killed Hariri in
Beirut on Monday was a
new US condition that Syr-
ia must meet if it is to avoid
further punitive measures.
Secretary of State Condo-
leezza Rice said the US wan-
ted to force Syria to change
its policies, which would
help remove the threat of
sanctions. “We are not try-
ing to isolate Syria, what we
are trying to do is to get Syr-
ia to .engage in more re-
sponsible behavior and that
responsible behavior in-
cludes agreeing to ... partic-
ipate in an investigation of
what happened to Prime
Minister Hariri,” Rice told
reporters after meeting the
Dutch foreign minister.
Explaining her comme-
nts, State Department spok-
esman Richard Boucher to-
1d reporters: “The goal is to
send a strong signal to Syr-
ia. We have done that in a
variety of ways, we may ha-

tells

.E'l)tsz )

ve to do more things like th-
at at some point, we’ll see.”

“I'm not predicting any-
thing in particular, but I'm
not ruling anything out in
terms of the various tools
that we have available to se-
nd a strong diplomatic mes-
sage to Syria,” he added.
“We’ll see if Syria gets the
message and takes action.”

Washington has not bla-
med Syria for the assassina-
tion on Monday that killed
14 other people but Leba-
nese opposition leaders ha-
ve pointed the finger at Da-
mascus, which has been the
main power-broker in the
country for decades.

Syria has condemned the
killing of Hariri, who oppo-
sed Syrian interference in
Lebanon. The UN Security
Council has asked Secreta-
ry-General Kofi Annan to
look into the killing, a mea-
sure the US hopes will lead
to further action by the
world body.



" US PRESIDENT TERMS IRAN, SYRIA AS DESTABILISING FORCES

"WASHINGTON, Feb. 18.
— President George W
Bush has criticised Syria
and Iran as destabilising fo-
rces in West Asia but sto-
pped short of threatening
new US action against eit-

her. Expressing sympathy -

with Israeli concern about a
nuclear-armed Iran, the
President said that Ame-
rica would protect its ally.

Addressing a press con-
ference yesterday, Mr Bush
said Syria was “out of step”
with progress being made in
West Asia. He cited the
15,000 troops that Syria has
in Lebanon and accused it
of harbouring terrorist gro-
ups and assisting Iraqi in-
surgents. He did not assert
involvement by Syria, as
many suspect, in the assas-
sination of former Leba-
nese Prime Minister, Rafik
Hariri.

ranian President Md Khatami welcomes Syrian Prime Minister

Md Naji Otri before their meeting in Teheran. —
“I'm going to withhold

judgment until we find out
what the facts are,” Mr
Bush said at a news confer-
ence and endorsed an
international investigation
into Hariri’s assassination.
The president repeatedly
chose the language of nego-
tiation over intimidation.
He said that “some of the
behaviour in the Middle

THE STATESMAN
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East is unacceptable” refer-
ring to Iran’s alleged pur-
suit of nuclear weapons and
support by Iran and Syria of
terrorist organisations.

But he emphasised diplo-
matic solutions. “There’s a
lot of progress that can be
made,” he said. Mr Bush
dodged several questions
about potential new penal-
ties against Syria.

Bush p}gsh for d)plomacy

Iran doesn’t
have nukes:
Putin

MOSCOW Feb. 18 — Ru-
ssian President Mr Vla-
dimir Putin today said that
he is convinced that Iran
does not have nuclear wea-
pons and that hc plans to
visit that country. He also
said Russia would continue
its nuclear cooperation with
Teheran. Moscow has help-
ed Iran build a nuclear reac-
tor, a project that has been
heavily criticised by the
USA, which fears it could
be used to help Teheran de-
velop nukes. He was speak-
ing at a meeting with Iran’s
National Security Council
chief Mr Hasan Rohani.
He “hoped that Iran will
adhere to all international
agreements in relation to
Russia and the internat-
ional community”. — AP

/
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“US hails Indo-Pak bus dea

By Chidanand Rajghatta/TNN

Washington: The US has welcomed the
bus agreement between India and Pak-
istan, describing it as a significant
breakthrough, amid some stray and dis-
cordant war rhetoric from Islamabad.

A Pakistani cabinet minister has star-
tled sub-continent watchers by suggest-
ing that war with India is the only op-
tion to resolve the Baglihar water issue.
Education minister Javed Ashraf Qazi
was reported to have made the remark
in the Pakistani legislature on the eve of
external affairs minister Natwar
Singh’s visit to Islamabad.

“What is the option?” Qazi, who is also
the former chief of ISI, was reported to
have asked opposition parties in the Sen-
ate earlier this week. Without waiting
for their reply, he is then reported to
have said “war is the only option.”

A state dep ent ofﬁc
remark was “disturbing” but took a
charitable view of the episode saying he
must have been playing to the galleries.
Qazi will be visiting Washington next
month when the administration can bet-
ter ascertain his views on the matter.
Under Qazi’s watch, Pakistan has also
rejected US education aid to reform
madrassas, even as Islamabad has des-
perately sought more arms.

Qazi’s inexplicable remark was not the
only discordant note during Singh’s Pak-
istan visit, despite the gloss of the bus
agreement. Analysts here noted that
Singh and his counterpart Khurshid Ka-
suri issued separate individual state-
ments— apart from a brief joint statement
on the bus agreement— that were striking
for their differing tone and emphasis.

» Peace hopes back on tracks: Natwar, Page 14
> For more, log on to www.timesofindia.com



US points finger at Syria for Beirut bombing

s
\" stéven R Weisman

Washington: The Bush administra-
tion, condemning the assassination
of former prime minister Rafik
Hariri in Lebanon, suggested on
Monday that Syria was to blame and
moved to get a new condemnation of
Syria’s domination of Lebanon at
the UN Security Council.

American and European officials
also said the administration was
studying the possibility of tougher
sanctions on Syria, effectively
tightening penalties imposed in
May, when Washington said the
Syrian government had failed to act
against militant groups in Israel
and against a supply line from Syr-
ia to the insurgents in Irag.

“We condemn this brutal attack
in the strongest possible terms,”
said Scott McClellan, the White
House spokesman, adding that the
killing was “a terrible reminder
that the Lebanese people must be
able to pursue their aspirations and
determine their own political future
free from violence and intimidation
and free from Syrian occupation”.

American officials said the killing
was an ominous development on two
counts: first, because it raised con-
cern that Lebanon could plunge
back into the civil war that it suf-
fered throughout the 1980s, and sec-
ond, because it underscored growing
American impatience with the role
played by Syria in the Middle East.

McClellan and other administra-
tion spokesmen said they had no
concrete evidence of Syria’s in-
volvement in the killing of Hariri, a
prominent opposition leader and
critic of Syria’s role in Lebanon,
who died along with at least 11 oth-
ers when a car bomb blew up next
to his motorcade in Beirut.

And in fact the Syrian foreign
minister, Farouk al-Sharaa, speak-
ing at a news conference in Damas-
cus, also condemned the attack.

But the target of the American
criticism was unmistakable, as s.:v-
eral officials condemned Syria’s
role in Lebanon as part of their
comments on the attack.

“We're going to turn up the heat
on Syria, that’s for sure,” said a sen-
ior State Department official. “It’s
been a pretty steady progression of
pressure up to now, but I think it’s
going to spike in the wake of this
event. Even though there’s no evi-
dence to link it to Syria, Syria has,

A man puis a poster of slain Lebanese ex-PM Rafik Hann in his carin Belrut on Tuesday

WATERFRONT -

Rafik Hariri, the former prime mlnlster was killed when a car bomb
exploded as his motorcade approached the St. George Hotel. Hariri had

been at the Parliament earlier in the day.

Site of
bombing

St: George Phoenicia
Hotel Hotel

detail
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Beirut 1}@

The New York Tlmes satellite |mage from Space Imaging Middie East

by negligence or design, allowed calledfor ameeting on Tuesday todis-
Lebanon to become destabilised.”
At the UN, the Securlty Councﬂ doubt that the Councﬂ would vote to

condemn Syria by name. In
aresolution passed last year
to condemn Syria’s role in
Lebanon, Syria was not
specifically mentioned;
there was only areference to
foreign forces in Lebanon.
Syria has effectively
controlled Lebanon since
it moved troops into the
country in 1976, at the out-
set of the civil war. In 1981
Syria forced the Beirut
government to -sign a
treaty declaring that Syria
would play the dominant
role in its foreign policy.
In the view of American

@é hite s2use Te Turn Up Heat, UN Security Council To Discuss Attack Today

trying to rebuke Iran, signalling
that American tolerance of such be-
havior was diminishing. On the
other hand, there are few sanctions
available that the US has not al-
ready imposed on Syria.

Western diplomats have some-
times suggested that Syria is “low-
hanging fruit” in the campaign
against terrorists: a nation that
could be punished by further isola-
tion and sanctions because its econ-
omy is in poor shape. Iran, by con-
trast, is awash in oil revenues, and
the difficulties of mounting an in-
ternational campaign against it are
becoming increasingly obvious as
Europeans call for engagement

Lebanon mourns

Beirut: Lebanon was in mourning the
day after five-time prime minister and bil-
lionaire tycoon Rafiq Hariri was assassi-
nated here in a huge bomb blast that
stoked fears of fresh sectarian strife 15
years after the end of the civil war,

Lebanon’s anti-Syrian opposition quick-
1y blamed the governments in Beirut and
Damascus of responsibility for the assas-
sination of Hariri, who was Kkilled along
with at least nine other people when the
explosion ripped through his motorcade.
About 100 people were also wounded in the
blast that left a trail of carnage and devas-
tation in a busy seafront area in scenes
reminiscent of the 1975-1990 war.

The attack plunged Lebanon into grief
and raised worries about the stability of
the country, which is treading a delicate
path between its Sunni, Shiite and Christ-
ian communities. Relatives of Hariri said
his family would hold a private funeral
ceremony on Wednesday. agencies

with Iran rather

than confronta-
tion.
Some in - the

Bush administra-
tion have argued
for the last two
years that Syria’s
role has not al-
ways been de-
structive. In par-
ticular, some at the
State Department
and the Central In-
telligence Agency
have credited Syr-
-ia with cracking
down on some
anti-Western mili-
tant groups and
also with trying at
least partly to stop
the flow of arms
and financing to
insurgents in Iraq.
That more be-
nign view of Syria

analysts, Syria has in turn
done the bidding of Iran,
using Syrian territory to
support Hezbollah, a ma-
jor presence in Lebanon,
and other Islamic groups
that have attacked Israel.
The US has focused
mounting attention on
Iran in recent weeks, both
because of its suspected
nuclear arms program and
because of its support -of
groups trying to disrupt a
peaceful resolution of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

A Western dipiomat said the US,
cuss the bombing, but there wassome  in condemning Syria’s possible role
in the Beirut attack, may also be

1 e
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has lost favour,
however, administration officials
say. Last May President Bush barred
virtually all American exports to
Syria, except for food and medicine,
and barred flights between Syria
and the US, except for emergencies.
The treasury department also
moved to freeze assets of Syrians
with ties to terrorists, lethal
weapons or the Lebanon occupation.
Administration officials have
raised the pressure on Syria since
President Bush’s inaugural ad-™
dress and the Congressional testi-
mony of Secretary of State Con-
doleezza Rice during her confirma-
tion hearings, when she called Syr-

ia one of several “outposts .
tyranny” in the world. Nyt News e
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/Reconnectm ;across the Atlantic
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H, SHE was sugar
and spice and all
things nice, but wait
until the outer coat-
ing wears off. What will we find un-
derneath, the same American
arrogance, the same inability to con-
sider or even listen to views opposed
to their own,” asked Irene, a doctoral
student at the French Institute of Po-
litical Science (Science-Po) where
U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice extended an olive branch to the
French, saying the time had come to
open a “new chapter” in transatlan-
tic relations damaged in the wake of
the war on Iraq.

In somewhat more measured,
ponderous language, Francois Heis-
bourg, who heads the Paris-based
Foundation for Strategic Research
described Dr. Rice’s speech as “a ve-
ry real change in atmospherics.” But
that, he said, did not mean the
Americans and the Europeans had a
common project. “There is no point
in trading insults. It’s better to bury
the hatchet. But that does not signify
our differences have gone away.”

His view was echoed by Guillaume
Parmentier, head of the French Cen-
tre on the United States: “The speech
and its tone was very good. But it was
not strong on perspective and did
not go beyond the usual messianic
calls for spreading freedom around
the world.”

The European media dubbed the
simultaneous diplomatic initiative
undertaken by Dr. Rice and U.S. De-
fence Secretary Donald Rumsfeld,
now in the French Riviera town of
Nice for an informal meeting of NA-
TO Defence Ministers, as “operation
charm.” Dr. Rice trotted out all the
required conciliatory phrases, news-
papers commented, but did this
new, softened tone indicate a genu-
ine change in substance and policy
or was it just a tactical response
prompted by the difficulties encoun-
tered in Iraqg?

Dr. Rice’s trip was precisely timed
and aimed at giving the message that
Europe continued to remain a major
plank in President George W. Bush’s
foreign policy. Iraqi elections and the
fig leaf of “democracy” in that bat-
tered country made it easier for the
French to receive her with open
arms. The French establishment is
ecstatic at this new turnaround in
relations. Dr. Rice had wished to
“punish” the French for their opposi-
tion to the war, and French industry
has suffered economically despite

!
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By Vaiju Naravane

Does Condoleezza Rice’s new, softened tone
towards the French indicate a genuine change
in the substance of U.S. policy or is it just
a tactical response prompted by the
difficulties encountered in Iraq?

stout official denials. The most tell-
ing approval of Dr. Rice’s visit came
from Ernst Antoine Selliere, the chief
of the French industrialists’ associ-
ation, who said it was time to forget
the past and get on with the essen-
tials — trade and commerce.

Dr. Rice’s and Mr. Rumsfeld’s Eu-
ropean visits also prepared the
ground for President Bush’s trip to
Europe later this month. While there
is continued opposition to sending
troops to Iraq on the part of NATO
member-states that opposed the
war, in the face of Washington’s soft-
er approach, Germany, France and
the UAE have offered to train Iraqi
personnel outside Iraq. Their earlier
refusal to allow their officers to be
deployed in Iraq effectively scuttled
a NATO training programme for Ira-
qi officers agreed upon last year.

Dr. Rice’s tough comments on
Iran barely hours after she left Paris
and Mr. Rumsfeld’s renewed de-
mands for more troops, money and
equipment however made it clear
that this is a need-based turnaround,
not a policy change at all.

Dr. Rice chastised the Europeans
{represented by France, Britain and
Germany) who are conducting nego-
tiations with Teheran, aimed at con-
vincing Iran to accept stricter JAEA
controls and eschew its uranium en-
richment programme, for not bran-
dishing the United Nations Security
Council referral. Although U.S. offi-
cials say they support the EU initia-
tive, Washington has resolutely
stayed out of the negotiations. And
Europeans fear that even if they were
to persuade the Iranians to give up
their enrichment programme, Wash-
ington’s real intentions, which are of
a belligerent nature, would torpedo
their success.

“This is not a process that is going
to be solved by the Europeans
alone,” IAEA director Mohamed El-
Baradei said. “The United States
needs to be engaged. If Washington
continues to say they are going to
fail, it will become a self-fulfilling
prophecy.”

Differences over Iraq and Iran, en-
vironmental and trade issues aside,
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analysts feel the transatlantic rela-
tionship has been so badly damaged
that any attempts to paper over the
cracks at this late stage are bound to
fail. The Europeans (not just those
who opposed the Iraq war but mem-
bers of the Coalition of the Willing as
well) are beginning to realise that
Washington’s policy of pre-emptive
war is in reality one of preventive
war — without a requirement of
warning of an imminent attack. Most
Europeans do not share this view
and the Coalition of the Willing has
since been eroded by the dangers
present in the Iraq situation and the
fact that no weapons of mass de-
struction (WMD) were found. At a
deeper level, the U.S. and Europe do
not see eye to eye on issues of sover-
eignty, legitimacy and intervention.
They therefore see a unilateral attack
by the U.S. against a sovereign state,
howsoever repressive in its domestic
policies, as illegitimate.

Since the end of the Cold War, the
conditions governing the Euro-U.S.
alliance (military interdependence,
unity in crisis and agreed use of
force) have undergone such funda-
mental changes that it is absurd to
talk of “mending” the transatlantic
relationship. Europe and America
have increasingly divergent foreign
policy priorities. The European view
is more regionalist and globalist,
while Washington’s perspective is
hegemonist. The immediate conse-
quence of this is that foreign policy is
less pivotal in the transatlantic
relationship.

The old Euro-Atlantic order has to
be transformed taking into account
new convergent interests while mar-
ginalising divergences. For, all things
considered, the core of the relation-
ship, dominated by a commitment
to democracy and capitalistic free
enterprise, remains intact. The econ-
omies of Europe and America are
now so intertwined that political dif-
ferences will perforce have to be dis-
solved in the higher interest of
commerce. Outside NAFTA (the
North American Free Trade Agree-
ment) a third of all U.S. exports are
to Europe, while the EU accounts for
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over 60 per cent of all direct foreign
investment into the U.S.

There is immense frustration
within Europe at its inability to de-
velop a strong defence arm and a
cohesive foreign policy. Until Europe
develops such a capability, it will not
be in a position to meet the U.S. as
an equal partner. Europeans will
have to demonstrate greater willing-
ness to carry the burdens of peace-
keeping, not just in Europe but
beyond its boundaries. This means
Europe will have to extend its strate-
gic vision beyond its own geographic
confines. In return, Washington
must demonstrate an increased wil-
lingness to give Europe a greater, if
not equal, voice and show its com-
mitment to international treaties —
something the Bush administration
has systematically and deliberately
ignored.

The Iraq war marked a turning
point in transatlantic relations. But
differences over the war only has-
tened a process that had begun with
the collapse of the Soviet Empire.
The real source of transatlantic con-
flict is America’s role as a global he-
gemon and the accompanying
power imbalance between America
and Europe. U.S. foreign policy pun-
dits feel that America’s hegemony is
unlikely to be either curtailed or
threatened. Their arguments are fa-
miliar: America’s power — techno-
logically, militarily, economically
and financially — dwarfs everyone
else. America continues to instru-
mentalise NATO to its own big pow-
er ends. But it is likely that the
disenchantment that has crept into
European voices in the wake of the
Iraq war (particularly the noises
emerging from supporters such as
Britain, Poland, the Czech Republic
and Italy) could lead Europe towards
greater efforts at counterbalancing
American hegemony.

President Jacques Chirac’s renew-
ed calls for an independent defence
capability within Europe that fell on
deaf or indifferent ears a year ago are
receiving greater attention now. Mr.
Bush’s policies and personal style,
the way he puts forth his views, his
religious fervour, and his simplistic
worldview have aggravated the exist-
ing fissures between Europe and the
U.S. The U.S. misadventure in Iraq,
now largely seen as a failure, and
preparations for a distasteful and un-
welcome strike against Iran or Syria,
have begun to turn the tide against
blind adherence to its dictates.



“~"Europe not

fir

By Vailju Naravane

PARIS, FEB. 9. After a charm of-
fensive in Paris on Tuesday that
managed to soothe ruffled
French feathers and laid a ten-
tative new base for a renewed
trans-Atlantic dialogue between
Paris and Washington, the U.S.
Secretary of State, Condoleezza
Rice, was back to pugilistic form
today accusing the Europeans
of not being firm enough with
Iran over the nuclear issue.

In an interview to be broad-
cast by the ultra conservative TV
channel Fox News, Dr. Rice said
the Furopeans had failed to im-
press upon Iran the real threat
of U.N. sanctions.

“The international communi-
ty has got to be certain to speak
with one very tough voice to the
Iranians that it is not going to be
acceptable for Iran to build a
nuclear weapon under cover of
civilian nuclear power. The Ira-
nians need to hear that if they
are unwilling to live with ver-
ification measures... then the
Security Council referral looms.
I don’t know that anyone has
Said that as clearly as they
should to the Iranians.”

Major issue

The negotiations over Iran’s
suspecied nuclear ambitions
have been a major issue
throughout Dr. Rice’s eight-na-
tion tour of Europe, her first trip
as chief U.S. diplomat since tak-
ing over from Colin Powell last
month. )

The Europeans have ex-
pressed frustration that the U.S.
has kept a relatively low profile
in the talks with the Islamic re-
public while making what are
seen as veiled threats about the
possibility of military action.

In Paris on Tuesday, howev-
er, there was a clear deployment
of operation charm with the
French and Americans trying
hard to mend broken fences.

with Iran,
o charges Rice

Dr. Rice’s speech at a venerable
political science institute drew
lavish praise from the French
President, Jacques Chirac, who
stressed the importance of
Franco-American cooperation
and urged maintenance of a
“constructive dialogue.”

She promised to work in part-
nership with the Europeans on
a variety of issues, from West
Asia peace to terror, but did not
once refer to the March 2003 in-
vasion of Iraq or mention Sad-
dam Hussein.

The Foreign Minister, Michel
Barnier, took to heart Dr. Rice’s
call for the opening of a “new
chapter” in Franco-American
relations, saying: “Today the
time has come to open a new
phase, to start a new chapter, to
start in a new way within this
very old relationship and to
start in this new way to write
this new chapter.”

Cautious approval

The French press gave cau-
tious approval to this somewhat
overdone gesture of goodwill
“Can we trust Rice” asked the
daily France Soir. The Left lean-
ing Liberation applauded an ex-
cellent “performance” but
asked if Dr. Rice could “walk the
walk.” The Republigue du Cen-
tre, a major regional daily said
the task of re-forging a con-
structive and positive relation-
ship still lay ahead.

The conservative daily Le Fi-
garo was among the most posi-
tive saying the time had come to
bury the hatchet and conclude a

crisis whose “prolongation
would bring even greater
difficulties.”

Opinion polls published here
just prior to Dr. Rice's visit
showed that the French ani-
mosity and suspicion of the
Bush administration remains as
high as ever. Over 70 per cent of
those questioned disapproved
of Mr. Bush and his policies.
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-6 U .S. to send peace
\v a momtars to West Asia

By Atul Aneja qs\

MANAMA, FEB. 7. The U.S. Secre-
tary of State, Condoleezza Rice,
ended her visit to Israel and the
West Bank today, after stating
that a “security coordinator”
was being appointed for the re-
gion and pledging a $40-million
aid package for the Palestinian
Authority.

Dr. Rice, accompanied by the
Palestinian Authority President,
Mahmoud Abbas, said at a news
conference in Ramallah that the
US. would also send peace
monitors, signalling Washing-
ton’s intent to get actively in-
volved in the Israel-Palestinian
conflict. Earlier, Dr. Rice had
told CNN, “If there can be a pe-
riod of calm in which there is no
fighting, the most important
elements will be to have some
monitoring of that situation”. A
ClIA-led group was in the past
involved in a monitoring mis-
sion, but withdrew in 2003 after
three Americans were killed in
Gaza.

Dr. Rice reiterated that the
U.S. was committed to Palesti-
nian independence.

“Don’t undermine him”

Mr. Abbas, on his part, said
Palestinians were abiding by
their commitments under the
internationally-backed “road-
map for peace,” and “we hope
the Israeli side will do the
same.”

Asked whether the unofficial
ceasefire undertaken by mili-
tants would last, he said: “I be-
lieve everyone is committed to

.A’&‘

The U.S. Secretary of State, Condoleezza Rice, and the Palestinian leader,
Mahmoud Abbas, in Ramallah on Monday. — AFP

this ceasefire and they showed
this in the past few days.”

During talks with the Israeli-

Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon,
Dr. Rice said Israelis must do
their bit to support Mr. Abbas.
She said Israeli leaders must
convey to the Palestinians that
non-violence produces results.
“Don’t undermine him,” she
warned, while referring to the

T Il

PA President.

Besides, Dr. Rice stressed that
the Israelis must not take any
steps to change the situation in
East Jerusalem — the area occu-
pied by Israel from Jordan in
1967, and which the Palesti-
nians see as their future capital.
Mr. Sharon, in his response,
stressed that Israel would give
Mr. Abbas a chance, but his

country’s response in the future
would depend on how effective-
ly the Palestinian leader worked
to ensure Israeli security. Mr.
Sharon said he would not be
satisfied with a ceasefire alone.
The Palestinians, he empha-
sised, must take action to dis-
mantle militant groups and the
infrastructure that generates
violence.
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' NEW DELHI, FEB. 4. The Unitkd
States would “comply” with ahy
request from a new Iraqi Gov-
ernment to pull out its forces
from Iraq, the U.S. Ambassador
to India, David Mulford,
pledged today at a joint press
conference with the Iraqi
Charge d’Affaires to India,
Muayad S. Hussein.

The press conference itself
was a novel one, with Mr. Mul-
ford travelling to the 21, Prith-
viraj Road residence of Mr.

| Hussein

! Thelast press conference was

| that of the former Iragi Ambas-

’ sador to India, Saleh Al-Muk-

! htar, who had lambasted U.S.

! designs on Iraq.

Today, the American and Ira-
qi flags flew together in the Iraqi

i Ambassador’s residence as Mr.

| Hussein and Mr. Mulford stood

together to extol the virtues of
the just-concluded elections for
| a constituent assembly in Iraq.

J According to Mr. Mulford,

\

|

American troops would remain
in Iraq for some more time till
their job was done.

! -
By Amit Baruah G| )

40 referred to the recent

statement made by the U.S.
President, George W. Bush, that
Washington had no plans of its
own to pull out of Iraqg.

Troops needed: Hussein

On his part, Mr. Hussein
committed a new Iraqi govern-
ment to retaining American
troops. He argued that in the
“present security scenario”
American forces were required
for “some more time.”

“I am confident that even the
opponents in Iraq are not de-
manding immediate withdraw-
al of the foreign forces. They
want a time-table for the pull-
out of these forces, which can-
not be decided at this time,” he
told presspersons.

In defence of his position,
Mr. Hussein claimed that for-
eign troops in Iraq were present
for security and not for political
reasons.

The presence of these forces,
he maintained, was necessary
to “avert civil war” in Iraq. No
government in Iraq would be
able to deal with this situation
on its own.

WMJ

“Y,S. will pull out if new
Iraqi regime wants it”

Asked if the new Government
would take on the task of trying
the former President, Saddam
Hussein, the Iraqi official said
that he was from the past. “We
don’t even want to be reminded
of his name,” he said.

About Indian assistance to
Irag, Mr. Mulford said that such
cooperation would be an issue
for the new government in
Baghdad and the Government
of India. Mr. Husseinfelt that
Iraq would like to learn from the
experience of Indian democra-
cy.

“In [the] new Iraqi scenario,
there are lots of opportunities
for the Indian business commu-
nity who can re-establish their
old position. India had been ve-
ry actively involved in con-
structing [the] Iragi economy
during last several decades.

“Indians have long experi-
ence in working in that region
and Iraq can benefit from their
expertise in various fields: con-
struction, engineering, oil ex-
ploration and information
technology ... today economy
drives politics ... " he added.
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WASHINGTON, Feb. 3. — Laying
out his second-term agenda, US Pres-
ident Mr George W. Bush, in his an-
nual State of the Union address, ple-
dged to confront governments that
promote terror and pursue weapons

of mass destruction. He also hailed |

the success of elections in Iraq as pr-
oof of democracy’s march.

Mr Bush promised to persist with
endeavours for ushering in peace in
West Asia, including an offer of $350
million in aid to Palestinians.

For the first time since 9/11, Mr
Bush spent most of his speech on do-
mestic affairs, largely on his plan to
change the 70-year-old national pen-
sion system known as Social Security,
which is very popular with Ameri-
cans. He challenged a hesitant Con-
gress to take political risks to “s-
trengthen and save” Social Security,
saying it was headed for bankruptcy
without changes and pledged to work
with it to find the most effective com-
bination of reforms. He ruled out the
raising of Social Security taxes. Dem-
ocrats, however, criticised Mr Bush’s
proposal to divert Social Security rev-
enues into private investment ac-
counts saylng it was dangerous.

Ruling out “an artificial timetabie”
for leaving Iraq, Mr Bush said USA
and its allies will withdraw only when
Iraqi nationals are ready to defend
their country.

/L/

Mr George W Bush is; applauded by
Vice-President Mr Dick Cheney and Speaker
Mr Dennis Hastert on Thursday. — AFP

“We will not set an artificial time-
table for leaving Iraq as that would
embolden terrorists and make them
believe they can wait us out,” he said.

Observing that the goal of having
two democratic state:s, Israe] and Pal-
estine, living side by side in peace, “is
within reach,” he said USA will help
them achieve it. He nudged key allies,
Saudi Arabia and Egypt, towards gre-
ater freedom for their people.

L]
iraq erupts again
BAGHDAD, Feb. 3. —- insurgents struck
back after a post-election lull, waylaying

a minibus carrying new Iraqi army rec-
ruits, firing on Iragis heading for work at
a US base and gunning down an Iraqi
soldier in the capital, officials said to-
day. Two US Marines were killed in acti-
on. At least 20 people, including the
Marines, died in the fresh wave of viole-
nce starting yesterday night. — AP

/
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us jets flying over
Irantospot o+
potential targets

Guardian NevC‘sﬁ\é%I\'ice \&GK \,\7

Washington, January 29

THE US is increasing pressure on Iran
by sending military planes into its air-
space to test the country’s defences and
spot potential targets, according to an
intelligence source in Washington.

The overflights have been reported
in the Iranian Press and head of Iran’s
air force Brigadier-General Karim
Qavami declared recently he had orde-
red his anti-aircraft batteries to shoot
down any intruders, but there have
been no reports of any Iranian mis-
siles being launched.

“The idea is to get the Iranians to
turn on their radar, to get an assess-
ment of their air defences”, an intelli-
gence source in Washington said. He
said the flights were part of the Penta-
gon’s contingency planning for a possi-
ble attack on sites linked to Iran’s sus-
pected nuclear weapons programme.

“It makes sense to get a look at their
air defences, and also makes the mul-
lahs nervous during the EU negotia-
tions (over suspension of Iranian ura-
nium enrichment)”, said John Pike,
head of GlobalSecurityorg, an inde-
pendent military research group.

The flights come after reports of
American special forces’ incursions
into Iran. However, former US intelli-
gence officials have said they believe
the incursions are being carried out by
Iranian rebels drawn from the anti-
Tehran rebel group, the Mujahedin-e-
Khalg, under US supervision.
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Problems ahead in Iraq,
\&S admits U.S. envoy

BAGHDAD, JAN. 24. The US Am-
bassador to Iraq acknowledged
serious problems ahead of next
weekend’s election but offered
assurances that “great efforts”
were being made so every Iraqi
can vote.

A U.S. soldier was killed on
Saturday on a security patrol in
Mosul, the military said on Sun-
day. Large explosions and heavy
gunfire also were heard in east-
ern Mosul late on Sunday.

The U.S. and Iraqi officials
fear more such attacks in the
run-up to the January 30 elec-
tion and have announced mas-
sive security measures to
protect voters. Iraqis will
choose a 275-seat National As-
sembly and provincial councils
in the 18 provinces in the first
nationwide balloting since the
fall of Saddam Hussein in 2003.

“The Iraqis will be — will be
just fine,” the U.S. Secretary of

State no Lee Condoleezza
Rice, told reporters on Sunday
at the White House. “They're
starting a process and this is an
important step, a first step for
them in this democratic proc-
ess.”

In a series of interviews Sun-
day on American television talk
shows, the U.S. Ambassador,
John Negroponte, acknowl-
edged an increase in rebel in-
timidation of Iraqi officials and
security forces and said serious
security probillems remained in
the Sunni Triangle north and
west of Baghd"ad

Zarqawi aide held

Iraqi forces have captured
one of the Al-Qaeda allies Abu
Musab al-Zarqawi’s top bomb-
makers in Iraq, said the Prime
Minister’s spokesman today.

Sami Mohammed al-Jafi,
known as Abu Omar al-Kurdi, is

accused of being behind some
32 car bombings since the U.S.-
led invasion of Iraq, he said.

Kurdi was arrested on Janu-
ary 15 but his capture was an-
nounced now, just a week
before Iraq’s landmark elec-
tions.

Suicide car bomb

A suicide driver detonated a
car bomb at a guard post out-
side the Iraqi Prime Minister’s
party headquarters in Baghdad
on Monday, injuring at least 10
persons. The Al-Qaeda affiliate
in Iraq claimed responsibility a
day after its leader declared all-
out war on democracy.

Mortar rounds slammed into
an Iraqi National Guard camp
near Baghdad International Air-
port on Monday, as the rumble
of distant explosions reverber-
ated through the capital. — AP,
AFP, Reuters
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.+ Cheney Hdmits to Iraq S
W\Bmlstakes yet harps on Iran

Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JAN. 21. The US
Vice-President Dick Cheney, has
acknowledged that he had mis-
calculated on how quickly the
Iragis would be able to recover
from the regime of Saddam Hus-
sein and run their own country.

“I think the hundreds of thou-
sands of people who were slaugh-
tered at the time including
anybody who had the gumption
to stand up and challenge him
made the situation tougher than I
would have thought. I would
chalk that one up as a miscalcula-
tion where 1 thought things

would have recovered more
quickly,” he told a talk show. His
admission was aired just a few
hours ahead of the inauguration
of the President, George W Bush.

Top of threat list

Mr. Cheney said Iran was on
top of the threat list in West Asia
and it was sponsoring terrorism
against Armericans.

He said it was involved in
building a “fairly robust” nuclear
programme. He warned that Is-
rael “might well decide to act
first” if the U.S. and its allies
failed to resolve the standoff
diplomatically.

“Given the fact that Iran has a
stated policy that their objective
is the destruction of Israel, the Is-
raelis might well decide to act
first and let the rest of the world
worry about cleaning up the dip-
lomatic mess afterwards,” he
said.

“We don’t want a war in the
Middle East (West Asia), if we can
avoid it.” In his inaugural ad-
dress, Mr. Bush did not mention
Iran but said the U.S. would fight
for those seeking freedom from
“rulers of outlaw regimes.” There
is fear in some quarters that Mr.
Bush in his second term will use
military force against Iran.
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Iran

Cheney Vt;

LA
worried
Israel might
‘act first’

Washington, Jan. 21
(Reuters): Vice-president Dick
Cheney said yesterday that
Iran was at the top of the ad-
ministration’s list of world
trouble spots and expressed
concern that Israel “might
well decide to act first” to elim-
inate any nuclear threat from
Tehran.

“You look around the
world at potential trouble
spots, Iran is right at the top of
the list,” Cheney said in an in-
terview aired on MSNBC on
the day that George W. Bush
was sworn in for a second four-
year term as President.

Cheney, one of the chief ar-
chitects of the Iraq war, said
the administration would con-
tinue to try to use diplomacy to
address what he said were se-
rious concerns about Iran’s
nuclear weapons programme
and ties to terrorism.

The administration has
also accused Iran of interfer-
ing in the affairs of neigh-
bouringIrag.

If Iran resists demands to
rein in its nuclear pro-
gramme, Cheney said the next
step would be to take the mat-
ter to the UN Security Council
and seek international
sanctions “to force them tolive
up to the commitments and ob-
ligations.”

>
tops

Dick Cheney at an
inaugural ball. (AFP)

Cheney described Iran’s
nuclear programme as “fairly
robust.” Iran denies its nu-
clear facilities are to be used to
make weapons. Cheney, who
was a leading advocate for the
Iraq invasion,said one con-
cern was that Israel might act
against the Iranians “without
being asked.”

“If, in fact, the Israelis be-
came convinced the Iranians
had significant nuclear capa-
bility, given the fact that Iran
has a stated policy that their
objective is the destruction of
Israel, the Israelis might well
decide to act first, and let the
rest of the world worry about
cleaning up the diplomatic
mess afterwards,” Cheney
said.

Israel set a precedent for
such action in 1981 when it
sent warplanes to destroy
Irag’s French-built Osiraq re-
actor, seen as the key to Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein's nu-
clear ambitions.

trouble list:

Bush twirls
through 9
balls but is

home by 10

Washington, Jan, 21
(Reuters): President George
W. Bush capped the first
night of his second term yes-
terday with a whirlwind tour
of nine inaugural balls and
an early return home at 10.03
pm.

In a scene repeated

throughout the evening, the _

President arrived to ap-
plause, thanked revellers in
packed ballrooms and then
took a quick spin around the
stage with First Lady Laura
Bush, who wore a blue-and-
silver evening gown by de-
signer Oscar de 1a Renta.
Bush quipped that this
was perhaps the first time he
had danced with his wife in
the last four years. After a
brief spin, the couple headed

on to the next ball. Conve- !

niently, six of the nine balls
were held at the Washington
Convention Center.

Not known for keeping
late hours, Bush was back at
the White House just after 10
pm, close to his usual bed-
time and 82 minutes ahead of
schedule.

Vice-president Dick Ch-
eney kept up the early-night
theme in an appearance at
the “Texas-Wyoming” ball,
before the Bush party ar-
rived.

TvE TELEGRAPH 5 5 10v 2003

President George W. Bush dances with his wife Laura
at an inaugural ball in Washington. (Reuters)




The New York Times
Washington, January 21

9 /11 shapes
Bush IT's -
global goals

EIGHT WORDS near the
very beginning of Presi-
dent Bush’s inaugural ad-
dress well define the spe-
ech and perhaps his presid-
ency: “And then there
came a day of fire.”

Those nearly biblical
words, used to describe the
horrific events of 9/11, lay

policy mission as ambitious
as any offered by an Ameri-
can President since Woo-
drow Wilson implored his
countrymen to “make the
world safe for democracy”.

The tragic moment of
terrorism, etched in the
memory of most Ameri-
cans, shaped the Presi-
dent’s first term, his do-
mestic and global priorities
and his campaign for re-
election. It shaped Thurs-
day’s security-laden inau-
guration, conducted under
a no-fly zone crowded with
fences, cement barricades
and thousands of police.

And Bush made plain in
his 21-minute speech that it
will shape the remainder of
his time in office. “We have
seen our vulnerability,” Bu-
sh said, calling the spread of
freedom the “one force of
history” that can prevent
another such tragedy.

Bush did not elaborate
on how he would pursue
“the expansion of freedom”
around the globe. There
was no mention of Iraq,
where Bush took the nation
to war nearly two years ago.
Nor did he mention Iran or
North Korea, which along
with Iraq he once branded
“the axis of evil.”

Yet the global aims and
security priority of a man
who once campaigned for a
more “humble” American
foreign policy were on dis-

the foundation for a foreign

play for the entire world.

“From the day of our
founding, we have pro-
claimed that every man
and woman on this earth
has rights, and dignity, and
matchless value, because
they bear the image of the
maker of heaven and ea-
rth,” Bush declared.

“Advancing these ideals
is the mission that created
our nation. It is the honor-
able achievement of our fa-
thers. Now it is the urgent
requirement of our na-
tion’s security and the call-
ing of our time.”

Using the declarative lan-
guage that is his oratorical
style, Bush spoke of nothing
less than the “survival of
liberty,” “breaking the reign
of hatred” and achieving
“the ultimate goal of ending
tyranny in our world.”

Bush has long acknowl-
edged the profound effect
the terrorist attacks had
on his worldview.

“September the 11th
changed me, and it
changed my outlook about
how to protect you, about
how to do my duty to pro-
tect the American people,”
Bush said on the eve of his
re-election in November.
“Ever since that day, I wake
up every morning trying to
figure out how to better
protect our country.”

It was September 11 that
provided soaring public ap-
proval — and for many, le-
gitimacy — for a president
who had lost the popular
vote. It was the justification
for attacking Afghanistan,
enhancing police powers at
home and restructuring the
nation’s intelligence appa-
ratus, and it was among the
often-cited motives for in-
vading Iraq.

i
REUTERS

President Bush’s daughters Barbara (left) and Jenna at an
Inauguration Ball at the Washington Hilton on Thursday.

Clockwise from left: President George W. Bush takes the oath of office from Chief Justice William Rehnquist (right) with First Lady Laura Bush, and his
daughters Barbara and Jenna at his side at the US Capitol in Washington; Bush dances with the First Lady at the inaugural Freedom Ball at Union Station
in Washington DC; members of the Veterans for Peace hold coffins draped with American flags during a protest in Miami on Thursday.

Pageantry and
pomp sweep
in second term

GEORGE W. Bush doesn’t
like to drink, dance or party
late into the night.

But at least he danced,
sort of, as he and first lady
Laura Bush gamely made
their way through 10 Inau-
gural Balls, where 50,000
victorious Republicans
waited hours to see them
twirl for a few seconds on
Thursday night.

Over and over, beginning
shortly after 7, the Bushes
arrived at a ball, said a few
words, usually danced a bit,
waved, and were off to the
next one. Unlike some of his
predecessors, Bush keeps to
schedules. And the schedule
called for the first couple to
be back at the White House
by 11:25 p.m., just in time for
Nightline and almost two
hours after the President’s
usual bedtime.

“I'love my wife, Laura, and
I'm looking forward to danc-
ing with her — maybe for the
first time in four years,”
Bush joked at the Constitu-
tion Ball, where the orches-
tra played Laura, the theme
song from the 1944 movie.

Bush’s aversion to these
mob scenes is well known,
but there are some things a
President just has to do. In-
augural organisers added
two more balls than in 2001,
nine official and one unoffi-
cial. The latter honoured
Medal of Honour recipi-
ents. “I can’t tell you how
much confidence I have in
the members of our mili-
tary,” Bush said.

USA Today, Washington

REUTERS 3

Mock coffins
and jeers

FLAG-DRAPED COFFINS
and jeering anti-war pro-

testers competed with
pomp and circumstance on
Thursday at the inaugura-
tion of President George
W. Bush along the snow-
dustetl, barricaded streets
of central Washington.

As the President’s mo-
torcade made its way from
the Capitol to the White
House amid the tightest se-
curity in inaugural history,
thousands of protesters
along the parade route and
nearby downtown streets
booed, chanted slogans
and carried placards con-
demning Bush’s policies at
home and abroad. Some
turned their back as the
President drove slowly
past. Others yelled, “Geor-
ge Bush, you can’t hide. We
charge you with genocide”.
One group of protesters
carried hundreds of mock
coffins to remind Ameri-
cans of the mounting casu-
alties in Iraq.

Reuters, Washington

A reserved First Lady begins to omen up

The New York Times
Washington, January 21

SHE SITS on a red damask
settee in the White House
Map Room. Her gray pin-
striped pantsuit is soft and
perfectly put together, and
so is she.

But even a brief visit
with Laura Bush as she an-
ticipates the second inaugu-
ration of the man she mar-
ried on the promise that she
would never have to make a
political speech reveals
some of the complexity that

ripples just beneath her
surface calm.

The book on her night
table these days? The “really,
really wonderful” Essays of
E.B. White, that gentle liber-
al. Her favourite topic of
campaign conversation with
her mother-in-law last year?
“We loved to complain about
various media.” Institutions
or individuals? “All.”

In her own careful way,
she began revealing more of
herself on the campaign
trail last year — with results
that only seemed to help

both her and President Bu-
sh. She said she did not find
attacks on Sen. John Kerry’s
record in Vietnam particu-
larly unfair, dismissed ques-
tions about her husband’s
National Guard record as
“obviously political”, and let
it be known that Karl Rove’s
role as political guru was
“definitely overstated”.

In a 45-minute interview
with reporters in Washing-
ton the other day, she con-
tinued the trend, allowing
that she hates it when peo-
ple suggest that her hus-

band “doesn’t like to read
or, you know, whatever”. So
is she a more complicated,
interesting, opinionated
person than she is inclined
to let the world see? “That’s
true,” she said, then added,
“No, I'm only kidding.”
Carl Sferrazza Anthony,
the author of several books
on first ladies, predicted
that over the next four
years, Mrs Bush would be
inclined to open up even
more, as many of her prede-
cessors did. “Once the sec-
ond election has been won,

a more authentic vision of a
first lady tends to emerge,”
Anthony said. “She can also
walk a little easier, a little
less on eggshells, without
that constantly looming
fear that she’ll inadvertent-
ly say or do something that
the media will turn into a
controversy that adversely
affects the administration.”

Mrs Bush said she in-
tends to continue her ef-
forts to promote books and
reading; to focus on cardiac
health, especially  for
women.
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¢ore|gn policy challenges
 likely to worry Bush"”

By Jal Jaraporevala/TNN

Mumbai: Despite the confi-
dence ex-
pressed by the
White House,
the foreign
policy chal-
lenges which
the Bush ad-
ministration
will face in its second term
are likely to increase in scale
and complexity.

For instance, even after the
elections in Iraq on January
30, the US will have its hands
full in countering guestions
about the legitimacy of the
poll exercise, - tackling the
alienation in parts of the

Sunni Triangle and shaping
the details of ahew Iraqi poli-
ty. Washingfon’s so-called war

on terror will continue to be
undermined as a result of its
preoccupation with events in
Irag, the inability of the
Karzai administration in
Afghanistan to stamp its au-
thority over vast areas of the
countryside, the unwilling-
ness of the US to place pres-
sure on [srael to commence fi-
nal-status talks with the
Palestinians and the failure
of Bush to address the under-
lying political and socio-eco-
nomic causes of militancy.
Washington will find it dif-
ficult to step up the pressure
on North Korea on the nu-
clear issue since the latter
has politico-strategic reasons
to maintain a tough line on
the subject and because Py-
ongyang is widely believed to
have a few crude N-bombs in

the basement. It will also be
hard for the US to substan-
tially turn up the heaton Iran
despite Tehran’s move to tem-
porarily suspend its uranium
enrichment programme. Af
ter all, the West European
powers, which have played a
mediation role in this ongo-
ing crisis, have strong reser-
vations about the current US
stance and both the moderate
and conservative factions in
Tehran support the stand of
not making further unilater-
al concessions on the subject.
Besides, the ability of the
US to focus attention on its
main foreign policy objec-
tives could be weakened by
the underlying tensions in
such hot spots as Kosovo,
South Asia, Congo and th
Darfur region o’f\ Sudan. /e/
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@'{DISAVOWAL OF RESPONSI
\(&

WHILE THE FIRST American soldier to be con-
victed for torturing Iraqi prisoners was unable to
convince jurors that he had merely carried out
the orders of his superiors, it appears unlikely
that officers of higher rank will escape puni-
shment. Commanders of the military units that
controlled the Abu Ghraib prison, where the re-
cord of abuse first came to light, might soon have
to face disciplinary action. Investigators working
for the United States Department of Defence are
apparently of the opinion that these officers were
at fault for not enforcing discipline on the lower
ranks even if they did not instigate or condone
the abuse. However, it would be a travesty of
justice if punitive action is instituted against
these middle-level officers while their senior
commanders and civilian officials are absolved of
responsibility. Official documents unearthed in
the course of the investigations reveal that the
pattern of abuse extended well beyond Abu
Ghraib. Personnel of the various uniformed ser-
vices tortured and humiliated prisoners in al-
most all detention centres established by the U.S.
tn different parts of the world after it launched its
g’war against terrorism.” In many instances, the
goldiers who carried out interrogations claimed
gey had been ordered to use whatever means
they thought was necessary to gather intelli-
gence. The higher echelons of the military and
fivilian establishments did not intervene even af-
ter the International Committee of the Red Cross
and other agencies informed them that prisoners
were brutalised from the time the Guantanamo
Bay facility was set up in 2002.

* There is no evidence that either the U.S. Presi-
dent George W. Bush or any functionary of his
administration specifically authorised resort to
forture. However, the White House counsel, Al-
berto Gonzales, and the Justice Department sug-
ested in several legal briefs that the Geneva
glonventions as well as U.S. statutes that prohibit

-

e

prisoner abuse would not apply in a war against
terrorists. (The rationale was that Al Qaeda and
the Taliban did not subscribe to these norms.)
The term torture was also re-defined to exclude
everything but extreme forms of cruelty. Mr. Bush
apparently acted on this advice when he sent a
message to his commanders that “as a matter of
policy, the United States Armed Forces shall con-
tinue to treat detainees humanely and, to the ex-
tent appropriate and consistent with military
necessity, in a manner consistent with the princi-
ple of Geneva.” In other words, soldiers were told
to go by the spirit but not necessarily the letter of
the conventions and it was hinted that the pro-
hibitions could be overlooked if they were not
consistent with military necessity. Given the am-
biguity of this directive on the one hand and the
urgent need to collect information about elusive
enemies in Afghanistan and Iraq on the other,
even senior commanders could have believed
that the shackles had been loosened. In this sit-
uation, inexperienced regular soldiers and ill-
trained reservists would have few benchmarks to
follow.

Aghast at these revelations, public-spirited U.S.
citizens observed that the litany of cruel treat-
ment not only tarnished the image of their coun-
try but also impaired the operations in Iraq.
Those Iragis who passively support the insurgen-
cy and who the U.S. would like to win over were
likely to have turned even more hostile after they
heard about the savagery inflicted on their com-
patriots. While the Bush administration recently
repudiated the opinion tendered by its legal ad-
visors, it is not prepared to pin responsibility for
the abuses on any senior official. On the contrary,
as exemplified by the decision to nominate Mr.
Gonzales for the post of Attorney General, the
White House appears determined to brazen its
way through this trail of torture and other forms
of morally repugnant treatment of prisoners.
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S com!uctmg secret

missions in

Washmgton The United States has been
conducting secret recon-
naissance missions in
Iran to help identify po-
" tential nuclear, chemical
and missile targets, The
"+ New Yorker magazine re-

! \-g ported on Sunday.
The article, by award-
R winning reporter Sey-
Seymour Hersh mour Hersh, said the se-
cret missions had been go-
ing on at least since last summer with the
goal of identifying target information for

three dozen or more suspected sites.

Hersh quotes one government consult-
ant with close ties to the Pentagon as say-
ing, “The civilians in the Pentagon want to
go into Iran and destroy as much of the mil-
itary infrastructure as possible.”

One former high-level intelligence offi-
cial told The New Yorker, “This is a war
against terrorism, and Iraq is just one cam-
paign. The Bush administration is looking
at this as a huge war zone. Next, we're go-
ing to have the Iranian campaign.”

The White House said Iran was a con-
cern and a threat that needed to be taken se-
riously. But it disputed the report by Hersh,
who last year exposed the extent of prison-
er abuse at the Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq.

“We obviously have a concern about
Iran. The whole world has a concern about
Iran,” Dan Bartlett, a top aide to President
Bush, told CNN’s ‘Late Edition.’

Of The New Yorker report, he said, “I
think it’s riddled with inaccuracies, and I
don’t believe that some of the conclusions
he’s drawing are based on fact.”

Bartlett said the administration “will
continue to work through the diplomatic

Iran: Report

initiatives” to convince Iran -—which Bush
once called part of an “axis of evil” —not to
pursue nuclear weapons.

“No president, at any juncture in history,
has ever taken military options off the
table,” Bartlett added. “But what President
Bush has shown is that he believes we can
emphasise the diplomatic initiatives that
are underway right now.”

Bush has warned Iran in recent weeks
against meddling in Iraqi elections.

The former intelligence official told
Hersh that an American commando task
force in South Asia was working closely
with a group of Pakistani scientists who
had dealt with their Iranian counterparts.

The New Yorker reports that this task
force, aided by information from Pakistan,
had been penetrating into eastern Iran in a
hunt for underground nuclear-weapons in-
stallations.

In exchange for this cooperation, the of-
ficial told Hersh, Pakistani President Per-
vez Musharraf has received assurances
that his government would not have to turn
over Abdul Qadir Khan, the father of Pak-
istan’s atomic bomb, to face questioning
about his role in selling nuclear secrets to
Iran, Libya and North Korea.

Hersh reported that Bush had already
“signed a series of top-secret findings and
executive orders authorising secret com-
mando groups and other Special Forces
units to conduct covert operations against
suspected terrorist targets in as many as 10
nations in the Middle East and South Asia.”

Defining these as military rather than in-
telligence operations, Hersh reported, will
enable the Bush administration to evade le-
gal restrictions imposed on the CIA’s covert
activities overseas. reuters
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US, Indonesm%@
patch up on Byrd
Amendment ..

AMITI SEN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 16

THE US, which is yet to
bring its controversial ‘Byrd
Amendment’ in conformity
with World Trade Organisa-
tion (WTO) regulations, has
reached an agreement with
Indonesia on the issue. In-
donesia, together with 10
other countries including In-
dia, EU, Australia, Brazil,
Canada, Chile and Japan
had asked the US to repeal
the Act as it went against the
letter and spirit of the WTO
law,

The ‘continued dumping
and subsidy offset Act’, popu-
larly known as the Byrd
Amendment, enacted by the
US in 2000, directs the US
government to distribute the
collected anti-dumping and
anti-subsidy duties to the US
companies that brought the
cases.

This gives an unfair edge to
the US domestic companies
and makes competition for ex-
porting countries paying the

99 - %

anti-dumping duties stiffer.

Since the US was not tak-
ing any measures to change
the amendment to make it
WTO compliant despite the
WTO declaring the amend-
ment non-compliant in 2002,
the complaining countries had
warned that they would sus-
pend tariff concessions and re-
lated obligations extended to
the US.

Indonesia, however, seems
to have changed its mind after
bilateral discussions with the
US.

According to the under-
standing reached between
the two countries, Indonesia
will not at this stage request
authorisation from the
WTO’s dispute settlement
body (DSB) to suspend con-
cessions or other obligations
to the US.

If Indonesia at some future
date decides to request DSB
authorisation to suspend con-
cessions or other obligations, it
will provide the US advance
notice and will consult it mak-
ing such a request.

HDIAN EXFizss
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Abu Ghraib abu

Graner faces 15-yr term foﬁ mistreatment

Guardian News Service
Washington, January 15

THE ARMY reservist labe-
Iled the “primary torturer”
of Abu Ghraib was convicted
by a military jury yesterday
of abusing Iraqi prisoners af-
ter a trial the Pentagon hopes
will cleanse the reputation of
the US military.

After deliberating for less
than five hours, the jury of
four officers and six enlisted
men found Specialist Charles
Graner guilty on nine of ten
charges of maltreatment, as-
sault and dereliction of duty
— charges with a maximum
sentence of 15 years. .

For the Pentagon, the ver-
dict from the tribunal at
Fort Hood army base in
Texas could prove instru-
mental in its efforts to ease
America’s conscience and
soothe the wrath of the
Arab world about the abus-
es at the Iraqi prison.

The decision also sup-
ports the contention of the
Bush administration that
the photographs of naked
and cowering Iraqi detai-
nees that emerged from the
prison last spring were the
work of a small band of
rogue soldiers.

Graner was already lin-
ked indelibly in the public
mind with the most searing
images from Abu Ghraib:
the burly figure giving a
thumbs up sign over a pyra-
mid of naked Iraqi deta-
inees. He was also associated
with another image that
came to symbolise the abuse:
the photograph of his lover,
Private Lynndie England,
holding a dog leash around
the neck of a naked prisoner.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

le’

AP

Army Spc. Charles Graner Jr., is followed by reporters after
he was convicted at Fort Hood, Texas, on Friday.

“What we have here is
plain abuse, no doubt about
it. There isno justification,”
prosecutor Captain Chris
Graveline told the jury yes-
terday in the prosecution’s
final argument. “It is for
sport, it is for laughs. He
sends it back home by email
for laughs.” “Fortunately,
he does not have the final
word on the abuse at Abu
Ghraib. You do, and it will
speak volumes.”

Graner was described by
fellow soldiers and former
detainees as a brutal sadist
who whistled as he adminis-
tered beatings — to the
point that he broke chairs or

damaged his own hand —
and threw prisoners’ ra-
tions into the toilet.

The court was told Gr-
aner forced Iraqi prisoners
to masturbate and simulate
oral sex, and that he took
photographs of a woman
prisoner after forcing her to
show her breasts.

In the Alpha Tier One
cellblock where the abuse
captured in the damning
photographs took place in
November 2003, Graner was
described as a mesmerising
force. He conducted affairs
with at least two women - in-
cluding Pte England, with
whom he fathered a son.

1 gy 200
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pen skles pact with Neighbours thank

US soon, India Iogks New Delhi for swift
for some interim gam

B For now, Civil Aviation Minister hopes
Indian carriers get to fly to more US cities

PRANAB DHAL SAMANTA \
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14 ‘

AS India and US begin talks in
Washington on signing an open
skies agreement, Civil Aviation
Minister Praful Patel will hope to
seal some immediate gains by in-
creasing the number of US cities to
which Indian carriers can operate.

The open skies agreement,
which was proposed by the US
more than six months ago, is a more
far-reaching arrangement that re-
moves all restrictions on number of
cities, aircraft or airlines. US has

' signed such an agreement with 66
! countries and hopes to add India to

its list at the eagliest. o

While the Civil Aviation Min-
istry has indicated that it may take
another couple of months before
the agreement can be signed,
sources said that US Transporta-
tion Secretary Norman Y Mineta
is expected to visit India next
month and Washington hopes to
sign the agreement then.

For now, the Indian delegation
will seek to remove certain restric-
tions on the number of flights that
can be mounted by Indian carriers

95\

dia, which has been facing prob- |
lems in increasing services to
Chicago, had taken up the matter !

with the Ministry.

This apart, India will look to add |

more pomts of call to the existing -

Newark,
Chicago
Los
Sources

Patel may ink
deal next month

are two such
places where In-
dia hopes its car-
riers get access.
Also, the issue of a more liberal
code-sharing facility for Indian car-
riersis an item on Patel’s agenda.

interim in nature given the
prospects that the open skies
agreement holds for the future.
Some of the salient features of the

-agreement are:
B Flights to any point in each ,

other’s territory
M Enshrining privileges amo-
unting to seventh freedom rights
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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and = |
Angeles. |
said
Washington and !
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response to SOS

‘, ‘mIndian Navy help timely, says
Maldives; Colombo praises IAF

from London to Chicago. Air In-

ﬁ;
el
Sarvekshak

Kankesanturai)

Kirch

| Mysore Udaygiri Aditya

- 3 Avro aircraft

MY,
Bay of Bengal

Crd Sea
ﬁ% ....... %Pon Blair
{Trincomaiee)
SRi LANKA

«\ndmnan Nt

Andamah .
& Nicobar
. Jsiénds a?

Strditof ¥
‘Malagea

Khukn Nlrupak 3“

2 6 Helicopters

SHISHIR GUPTA

NEW DELHI. JANUARY 14
THE speed with which

New Delhi responded to its

neighbours’ call for help in

. the wake of the tsunami
But these measures are largely

strike has gone down very
well with Sri Lanka, Mal-
dives and even Indonesia
and officials here believe it
will cement ties further.
Maldives’ Minister for
Defence and National Se-
curity Ismail Shafeeu has

; sent South Block a “thank

you” note and Sri Lanka
h}ﬁfyed its apprecia-

|E Graphics/B.K. SHARMA

tion through diplomatic
channels.

Even before the Crisis
Management Group met in
New Delhi on December 26,
two Indian Navy ships,
Kirch and Sutlej, set out for
Colombo and Trincomalee
with relief supplies follow-
ing a request from the Sri
Lankan government.

It was the same with
Maldives. Western Naval
Command Chief Vice Ad-
miral Madanjit Singh sent
guided missile destroyer
Mysore, frigate Udaygiri

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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lum could be taken up later
there was an immediate
need to introduce a psycho-
logical test, aptitude asses-
ment and group discussions,
E:geﬂeais to see public
dfg and general presen-

Lo oe outiined 1n ts Annuaj
Report. Departments
would also have to spell out
fina) deliverables to con-
Sumers, citizens andd the
tommon man and devise

Open glgig
India looks for some interim

~ that would allow an airlire
of either country to carry
traffic to any point beyond
each other’s territory

M No restriction on
tourist and cargo charters

B Allowing airlines to
pick up traffic for interme-
diate points

The only roadblock
could be the US condition
for a separate clause on
aviation safety. India does
not provide for such an ex-
clusive provision as it fol-
lows the standard norms

Neighbours thank New

S*pésct

el ana framning,
suggested.

The Core Group has
hov_vever.wamed that valj-
danon.checks by a high leve]
committee would be neces.
sary to eliminate single-

3 was

point assessments,

mechanisms  tg evaluate
Successes, /7
— /
Y // .,.. —
) r‘r\nn‘escinﬂn” ~——— el

-

set by the International
Civil Aviation Organisa-
tion.

These issues will, how-
ever, be addressed during
the ongoing talks. Follow-
ing the discussions, both
sides would get busy
preparing the drafts for
the agreement with the ob-
jective of having them
signed when Mineta visits
India.

Another issue which
both sides would seek to
address is to get more US

/A
Sy W

Sgain |
airlines to operate directly
to India.

Most US airlines have
code-sharing arrange-
ments with European car-
riers and very few of them
operate regular flights to
India. In contrast, there
are 20 non-stop services to
China.

Flights to US register
85 per cent booking, indi-
cating a high demand. In
2003, passenger traffic be-
tween both countries
1.5 million. S

o

—— H‘k,47;7___v#__

Dethi for

swift response to tsunami SOS

and tanker Aditya to Mal-
dives with 50 tonnes of sup-
plies. ,

Inhisletter to New Delhi,
Shafeeu admits it was only
because of the timely arrival
of the Indian Navy ships that
relief was instantly provided
to the southern atoll, totally
cut-off from Male.

Air Chief S Tyagi or-
dered three Avros with relief
material to Male and they
did 80 sorties. Six heli-
copters (five Mi-8s and an
Mi-17) were placed under
the “command” of the In-
dian High Commissioner in
Colombo, Nirupama Rao,
for the relief effort in Sri
Lanka.

So far, the IAF has lifted
1,800 tonnes of material in
Sri Lanka, flown 14,000 pas-

sengers and done 320 sor-
ties. The six helicopters are
still available for the relief
work and Colombo has con-
veyed its appreciation to Air
Headquarters in New Detlhi.

Six ships were sent to the
aid of Trincomalee, Kanke-
santuraj, Galle and
Colombo. This included
hospital ship INS Nirdeshak,
still docked at Colombo with
a medical support team and
an operation theatre.

Two  ships, corvette
Khukri and medical ship
Nirupak, of the Eastern
Naval Command went to
Banda Aceh in Indonesia,
the worst-hit, and returned
only thisweek.

There was some concern
in New Delhi after a US
diplomat in Colombao men-

NDiay EXPRess

tioned that some 1,200
Marines would be landing in
Sri Lanka. This led to some

I
|
(
|

//}T
US soon, }

as !

diplomatic consultation with

New Delhi asking Washing-
ton to coordinate relief work
and avoid duplication.

South Block’s anxiety
dissipated once Washington
said that not more than 80
Marines would be landing
on Lankan soil. It also
agreed to coordinate the re-
lief effort.

Foreign Secretary Shyam
Saran has sent a letter of
thanks to the chiefs of the
armed forces. New Delhi
considers the Indian Ocean
its backyard and hopes to
have an area of influence
stretching from the Guif of
Aden to the Strait of
Malacca
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“Finally, US gives

up WMD hun

Vgl

But feels Ir:

Ay
L& N
Agencies v “S
Washington, January 12

THE US has finally given up the search
for weapons of mass destruction
(WMD) in Iraq, which was cited by the
first administration of President
George W. Bush as the main reason for
invading the country, a report said to-
day quoting American officials, even as
Iragi leaders acknowledged today that
parts of the country remain too dan-
gerous to conduct the elections.

“The hunt for biological, chemical
and nuclear weapons in Iraq has come
to an end nearly two years after Presi-
dent Bush ordered US troops to disarm
Saddam Hussein”, The Washington
Post said. “The top CIA weapons
hunter is home, and analysts are back
at Langley (Virginia)”, it added.

In interviews, officials who served
with the Iraq Survey Group (ISG) told
the Post that the violence in Irag, cou-
pled with a lack of new information,
led them to fold up the effort “shortly
before Christmas”. The move comes
four months after Charles A. Duelfer,
who led the weapons hunt in 2004, sub-
mitted an interim report to Congress
that contradicted nearly every asser-

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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\

still unsafe for polls

tion about Iraq made by top Bush Ad-
ministration officials, a senior intelli-
gence official said. The findings will
stand as the ISG’s final conclusions and
will be published this spring, the Post
said. President Bush, Vice-President
Dick Cheney and other top administra-
tion officials asserted before the US in-
vasion in March 2003 that Iraq was re-
constituting its nuclear weapons pro-
gramme, had chemical and biological
weapons and maintained links to al-
Qaida affiliates to whom it might give
such weapons to use against the US.

Meanwhile, against a backdrop of
ongoing insurgent attacks, foreign
minister Hoshyar Zebari told an Egypt-
ian newspaper the elections would go
ahead as planned on January 30 but
conceded there would be problems in
ensuring a nationwide vote.

“The elections won’t be perfect, nor
organised 100 per cent. There will be
problems, but we’ll hold them because
the niajority of the people want them”,
Zebari said. He told the government
newspaper, al-Ahram, that it would be
possible to hold voting in 14 of Iraq’s 18
provinces, but that, in the four trouble-
some provinces, efforts would be made

to ensure participation.
-
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By Julian Borger

WASHINGTON, JAN. 8. The Penta-
gon has ordered a comprehen-
sive review of its Iraq strategy in
the face of mounting casualties
and an increasing strain on the
U.S. army and its reserve ranks,
it was reported yesterday.

A retired four-star General,
Gary Luck, is due to arrive in
Iraq next week to conduct an
“open-ended” rethink of tac-
tics, troop levels and the train-
ing of Iraqi forces, reflecting
growing concern in Washington
over the resilience of the Iraqi
insurgency.

“He will have a very wide
canvas to draw on,” Lawrence
Di Rita, the Pentagon spokes-
man, told journalists. General
Luck is due to report to the De-
fence Secretary, Donald Rums-
' feld, within a month. “We've

always known the insurgents
were going to do everything
they can to disrupt the elec-
tions, and that is going to con-
tinue through the elections, and
even if the elections are suc-
cessful, it is going to go through
to the spring,” said Robert Kil-
lebrew, a retired army colonel
and counter-insurgency
specialist.

The U.S. President, George
W. Bush, said yesterday: ‘“What
you're beginning to see is an as-
sessment of how to make sure
our policy dovetails with the
elections in the post-election
period

“And that’s precisely why the
assessment team is going to
Iraq: to make sure that, at this
historic moment in the history
of Iraq, there is a focused, deter-
mined strategy to help the new
government to stand up the

Pentagon orders review ~
« " of lraq strategy “\\

forces necessary to defend
themselves.”

Three weeks before the Iraqi
elections, the commander of
U.S. ground forces, Lieutenant-
General Thomas Metz, conced-
ed that significant areas in four
of the country’s 18 provinces,
Baghdad, Anbar, Nineveh and
Salahadin — all Sunni areas —
were not secure enough to hold
a vote.

A senior U.S. officer in Bagh-
dad warned yesterday that the
violence could worsen
dramatically.

One of the key issues General
Luck will address is the training
of Iraqi forces. They represent
the key to the U.S. exit strategy,
but their numbers and perform-
ance so far have disappointed
some U.S. commanders.
©Guardian Newspapers Limit-
ed 2005
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Charles Graner

Prison abuse _
Idier goes
Sﬂ ) %\\

Yo

onfrial * =

US ARMY Spc. Charles Graner,
the accused ringleader of the
Iraq prisoner abuse scandal that
outraged the world, goes on trial
on Friday ready to offer a de-
fence that he was just following
orders. Graner and Pvt. Lynndie
England, with whom he fathered
a child and who is also facing a
court-martial, became the faces
of the Abu Ghraib prison scan-
dal after they appeared in photo-
graphs that showed degraded,
naked prisoners.

Graner, 36, a reservist who
had worked as a prison guard in
the United States, faces 17-1/2
years in prison on charges that
include conspiracy to mistreat
detainees, dereliction of duty,
maltreating detainees and as-
sault. Prosecutors say they plan
to introduce photographs, videos
of abuses and testimony from
about 10 people.

Reuters, Fort Hood i
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~ In Adeh,
aid has an

American
Q’Mace T A

lous Muslim nation.

avoid a backlash.

over half-a-million homeless.

Others have pledged more,
but Washington was the first
to deliver in a big, high-profile
way, quickly deploying navy
ships and military aircraft to
help. US helicopters have
flown hundreds of sorties tak-
ing desperately needed food
and medicine to isolated parts

of remote Aceh.

For people on Aceh’s hard-
hit west coast it's as if “all
there is is Chinooks (helicop-
ters) and the US coming in to
help. and there’s going to be
real and long-lasting gratitude
there,” the International Cri-
sis Group’s Sidney Jones, a
long-time Indonesian expert,
said today. “I am touched at
how generous they are, help-
ing us without any thoughts,”
said Sofyan Ahmad, a pedicab

driver said.

US moves have included a
trip to Aceh by secretary of
state Colin Powell and Presi-
dent George W. Bush’s brother
Jeb, and lifting of a ban on
spare part supplies for Indone-
sian air force C130s to improve
Indonesia’s ability to fly in aid.

Foreign ministry
spokesman Marty Natalegawa
said: “The very prompt and
substantial US response... has
not only further confirmed
what we knew all along in
terms of the robust and the
very close relationship be-
tween the two countries, but
has also further enhanced the

p

relationship.”

X i

Jakarta, Jan. 7 (Reuters):For
many of the homeless and
hungry in Indonesia’s tsuna-
mi-devastated Aceh province,
when aid comes it comes with
an American face, a plus for
sometimes rocky US relations
with the world’s most popu-

But some are wary of the
superpower’s ultimate inten-
tions toward a country they
fear mixes a war against ter-
ror with a crusade against
Islam, and analysts say Wash-
ington must tread carefully to

The US has promised $350
million in aid to the countries
affected by the December 26
tsunami, which hit Indonesia
the hardest, killing more than
100,000 people and leaving

KR . BLL
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/‘AID MAY CHANGE HOW
MUSLIMS VIEW us’
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Secretary of State Colin
Powell said today that out-
pouring of American aid
and humanitarian help in
the  tsunami-devastated
region may also help
Muslims see the USA in a
better light.

“What it does in the
Muslim world, the rest of
the world is giving an
opportunity to see
American generosity,
American values in action,”
Mr Powell said after meet-
ing with Hassan Wirayuda,
his Indonesian counterpart.
“It dries up those pools of
dissatisfaction that give rise
to terrorist activities,” Mr
Powell added.

The Powell entourage
was staying at the Jakarta
Marriott that was bombed
in the fall of 2003 and has
since been rebuilt.

Getting his first up-close
look at heavy damage from
last week’s undersea earth-
quake and tsunami, Mr
Powell visited Thailand’s
Phuket resort area, a popu-
lar tourist destination for
European and American
beach-goers.

Mr Powell and Florida
Governor Mr Jeb Bush saw
scores of photographs and
posters posted outside the
town hall seeking informa-
tion on missing tourists,

Mr Powell’s airplane flew
slow and low on its final
approach to the airport,
giving the secretary a close
view of flattened houses

QGM

‘Asia

Jeb

Natwar fo meet

Secretary

NEW DELHI, Jan. 4. — MrK
Natwar Singh, the external
affairs minister, wili meet the
US Secretary of State Mr
Colin Powell, on the sideiines
of the Special Asean Summit
in Jakarta. The two officiais
are likely to discuss relief
measures because of the
tsunami. Mr Powell had
spoken to Mr Singh on the
phone to express
condolences after he
received the news of the
death of Mr N Dixit. — SNS

and ruined beaches. He
toured an office whers
American forensic experts
are helping Thai officials
identify thousands of bod-
ies that washed ashore and
said afterward he will rec-
ommend expanding US
forensic assistance.

Thai officials told Mr
Powell what they most want
is US help for a warning
system in the Indian Occarn
and China Sea and M-
Powell pledged American
technical help.

“We'll do everything we
can to contribute,” he said.

Discussing US aid in gen-
eral, Mr Powell said, "The
USA has made a significant
financial contribution, but
we have done much more
than that.” With imerna-
tional government dona-
tions and pledges totalli “b
some $2 billion, Mr Powe!
said a main focus was on
spending the money wiscly.

THE STATESMAN
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“US mulls lifetime terror

suspect detentions
o

&Q
Reuters

Washington, January 2

THE BUSH administration is
preparing plans for possible
lifetime detention of suspect-
ed terrorists, including hun-
dreds whom the government
does not have enough evi-
dence to charge in courts,
The Washington Post report-
ed on Sunday.

Citing infelligence, defence
and diplomatic officials, the
newspaper said the Pentagon
and the CIA had asked the
White House to decide on a
more permanent approach

for those it would not set free -

or turn over to courts at
home or abroad.

As part of a solution, the
Defence Department, which
holds 500 prisoners at Guan-
tanamo Bay, plans to ask the
US Congress for $25 million
to build a 200-bed prison to
hold detainees who are un-
likely to ever go through a
military tribunal for lack of
evidence, defence officials
told the newspaper.

The new prison, dubbed
Camp 6, would allow inmates
more comfort and freedom
than they have now, and would
be designed for prisoners the
government believes have no
more intelligence to share,
The Post said. “It would be
modelled on a US prison and
would allow socialising am-
ong inmates,” the paper said.

“Since global war on terror
is a long-term effort, it makes
sense for us to be looking at so-
lutions for long-term prob-
lems,” Bryan Whitman, a Pen-
tagon spokesman, was quoted
as saying. The Post said the ou-
tcome of a review under way
would also affect those expect-
ed to be captured in the course
of future counterterrorism
operations. One proposal wo-
uld transfer large numbers of
Afghan, Saudi and Yemeni de-
tainees from the US military’s
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, de-
tention centre into new US-
built prisons in their home
countries, it said.

¢ H

Terror detainees at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba.

A BRITISH detamee at -

Guantanamo Bay has told

his lawyer he was tortured
using the strappado 5 &
~ technique common inLatin .
American dwtatnrshlps n

- which a prisoner is left sus-

pended from a bar with

handeuffs until they cut
deeply into his wrists,

The reason, the prisoner.
says, was thathe was caught.
reciting the Koran at a time
‘when talking was banned,
Hesays he hasalsobeenre

peatedly shaved against his

will. In oo such incident, 5

part that rea]li’ gets to yauv; ', isel
_ anything the men have told

Mushms ism't 1t‘>" o

abeut treatment at bnth»
kGuantanamo anv 1] ’e US,’, ;
- Bag “in drawn up a 30-page report

€ on the tortures which Begg
- and Belmar say they have
- endured, and sent it to
. ane Mm1ster Tony Blair.

Brmsh OF
Statford Smith whe
ited his client
Begg and Rlc 3103

. ing claim i

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

at the Cuban prison six

weeks ago, having tried for

the previous 14 months to
obtain the necessary secu-

ity clearance.

Butitis t:lear.the digturb-
only the tip-of
the iceberg, Under the rules

the US military has imposed

for défence lawyers who vis-
it Guantanamo,  Stafford

‘Smith has not been allowed

o keep hxs nntes of: meet-

, 'exammed and dedasmﬁed
‘bya g&vernment censor. He

086 in public

himuntil it too has been de-

classified, on pain of likely
imprisonmert in the US,

Stafford  Smith  has

GNS London
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