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continue, says
defiant Bush™™

ASSOCIATED Press
Washington, December 19

NEITHER WIDESPREAD criti-
cism nor dipping poll ratings
could make US President George
W. Bush admit that he trans-
gressed civil liberties by allow-
ing the National Security
Agency to eavesdrop — without
warrants — on telephone conver-
sations and monitor emails with-
in the US after the September 11,
2001, attacks. If anything, he in-
sisted on Monday that he would
keep up the surveillance "for so
long as the nation faces the con-
tinuing threat of an enemy that
wants to kill American citizens.”

"Do I have the legal authority
to do this? And the answer is, ab-
solutely,” Bush said at a year-end
news conference.

Bush rebuffed any suggestion
that his authorisation of the pro-
gramme amounted to unchecked
power, noting congressional
leaders have been briefed more
than a dozen times. "To say
'‘unchecked power' basically is
ascribing some kind of dictato-
rial position to the President,
which I strongly reject,” Bush
said.

“As President of the United
States and commander in chief 1
have the constitutional responsi-
bility and the constitutional au-
thority to protect our country,”
he said. .

Bush also called on Congress
to renew the anti-terror Patriot
Act before it expires at the end of
the year. "In a war on terror we
cannot afford to be without this
law for a single moment,” he
said.

The legislation has cleared the
House but Senate Democrats
have blocked final passage and
its prospects are uncertain in
the final days of the congres-
sional session.

The president stood at a podi-
um in the East Room of the
White House, hours after a
prime-time nationwide speech
from the Oval Office in which he
renewed his resolive to prosecute
the war in Iraq to a successful
conclusion.

The existence of the pro-
gramme was disclosed last week,
triggering an outpouring of crit-
icism in Congress, but an un-
flinching defence from Bush and
his senior officials.

Bush said an investigation
was under way by the Justice De-
partment into who committed
the "shameful act" of revealing
the covert program to the press.

"It was a shame to disclose
this important programme in a
time of war. The fact that we're
discussing this programme is
discussing the enemy,” he said.
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/Q © Hard times for
= George Bush+' °

othing seems to be going right for United States

President George W. Bush these days. His second

term agenda is in tatters; several key supporters

are under investigation for suspected involve-
ment in criminal offences; and his job approval ratings are at
an all-time low. The downslide began with the adminis-
tration’s insensitive and inexcusably tardy response to the
devastation caused by Hurricane Katrina. Many U.S. citi-
zens were disgusted by their government’s failure to provide
assistance to the poor — and mostly black — victims of the
disaster until days after the hurricane struck. They were
further incensed when they learnt that the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency had been so grossly inefficient
because it was headed by a person who was not at all
qualified for the job. The public and the media had tended to
overlook the cronyism that was the hallmark of Bush presi-
dency. After Katrina they were no longer willing to do so.
This new mood became evident when Mr. Bush nominated
his legal counsel, Harriet Miers, to fill a vacancy in the
Supreme Court. The Miers nomination fell through for
various reasons. However, Mr. Bush had proved by his
choice that he values personal loyalty over professional
competence. Other negative features of this presidency,
notably its far Right ideology-driven approach and its lack of
accountability, have come into focus in the course of the
enquiry into the ‘Plamegate’. Mr. Bush had promised to take
action against all White House officials who had a role in
disclosing the identity of an undercover operative of the
Central Intelligence Agency. While Vice President Dick
Cheney’s chief of staff, I. Lewis Libby, resigned on being
indicted for offences related to this scandal, the adminis-
tration does not appear to be sincerely cooperating with the
special prosecutor conducting the enquiry. The scandal has
also underscored the truth that the President and his close
associates manipulated intelligence to justify the invasion of
Iraq.

While Mr. Bush has been able to wriggle out of tough spots
in the past, it might not be easy this time round. His chief
political strategist Karl Rove, who is also caught up in the
Plamegate enquiry, appears to be too distracted to provide
advice now. Key allies in the U.S. Congress are in trouble.
The Republican heavyweight in the House of Representa-
tives, Tom DeLay, is being prosecuted for violating cam-
paign finance laws. The party’s leader in the Senate, Bill
Frist, faces allegations of insider-trading in shares. These
developments fly in the face of the Republican claim that the
party is run by men of integrity and competence. The results
of recent gubernatorial elections reflect the negative politi-
cal fall-out. The ease with which the Democrats won the
Governorships of Virginia and New Jersey suggests this
party now has the momentum. Mr. Bush appears to be in
danger of turning into a lame duck for a good part of his
remaining three years at the White House.
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US may not
okay H1-B

K

4

visa hike""

Compromise Bill Could
Actually Cut Their Numbers

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: In a step that
could affect the movement of
skilled workers to the US, the
House of Representatives
has taken a significantly dif-
ferent view on increasing H1-
B visas from the US Senate,
which means a compromise
bill could actually decrease
the numbers of these visas.
About a fortnight after the
US Senate passed a bill vot-
ing for an increase of 30,000
H-1B visas over the present
cap of 65,000, the House on
Friday endorsed its version
of the same bill, but re-
mained silent on the issue of
increasing H1-B visas. This
means that both Houses will
now have to sit down to work
out some kind of middle
ground—because it will have
to be a single bill that can go
up for presidential assent.
According to reports, the
House of Representatives,
which passed its version of
the bill by 217 to 215 votes, in
stead introduced a proposal
increasing the fee for the in-
tra-company L-1 visa by
$1,500. L-1 is a non-immigrant
visa which allows firms oper-
ating both in the US and over-
seas to transfer certain class-
es of employees from its for-
eign operations to the US op-
erations for up to seven years.
This visa has been misused

DESTINATION USA

» US Senate had passed a Bill
for an increase of 30,000
H-1B visas to the present
cap of 65,000

o S House voted its version of
the same Bill, but remained
silent on the issue of
increasing H1-B visas

« Both Houses now have to work
out some kind of middie ground

and there has been a general
expectation that the Congress
would shut off some of the
glaring lacunae in this visa.

That’s not surprising. But
it is equally significant that
the House bill did not have
its own provisions on the H1-
B visa—thereby leaving
open the possibility that it
might actually go along with
the Senate’s version on this.

The Hi1-B is hot property
for both countries like India,
Russia and the US’ IT and
tech industries, which have
paid large sums of money in
lobbying for increased num-
bers of tech visas.
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Bush admimstratifﬁ\l

g\f‘;rS’jury indictment of I. Lewis Libby, chief of

staff to the United States Vice-President Dick Che-
L ney, has dealt a serious blow to the Bush adminis-

tration. Although Mr. Libby resigned on being
indicted for the offences of obstructing justice, making false
statements, and committing perjury, this response hardly
counts as an exercise in damage control. The Special Prose-
cutor, Patrick Fitzgerald, intends to continue investigations
to determine whether President George Bush’s chief politi-
cal advisor, Karl Rove, should be charged for the same
offences. The case pertains to the disclosure by White House
officials of the identity of Valerie Plame Wilson, an under-
cover operative for the Central Intelligence Agency. It is an
offence under U.S. law to reveal the identity of a secret agent
to those not cleared for receiving such classified informa-
tion. Mr. Fitzgerald has not been able to pinpoint whether it
was Mr. Libby, Mr. Rove, or someone else who first informed ‘
the press that Ms. Wilson worked for the C.1.A. However,
Mr. Libby was alleged to have transgressed the law when he
attempted to derail the enquiry and lied to the investigators
and the grand jury. Supporters of the administration might
argue that the prosecutor should not have pressed for an
indictment on these ‘peripheral’ charges when the investi-
gation into the main issue remained inconclusive. They do
not have a leg to stand on. After all, many of them approved
when President Bill Clinton was impeached for committing
perjury even though his dalliance with Monica Lewinsky
was hota crime.

The political implications of ‘Plamegate’ are far more
significant than the legal. Ms. Wilson’s identity was dis-
closed at a time when the Bush administration was building
its case for the invasion of Iraq. Her husband and former
diplomat, Joseph Wilson, had been sent to Niger by the C1.A
to enquire into allegations that the regime of Saddam Hus-
sein had obtained uranium from the African country. Mr.
Wilson, who concluded that the allegation was untrue, was
appalled when the administration persisted in talking of a
Niger-Iraq uranium connection. Ms. Wilson’s identity was
revealed to the press a few days after her husband set the
record straight in an article in The New York Times. While
no one has been able to confirm a causal connection between
the two events, many observers are not prepared to rule out
vindictiveness as a possible motive, It is not just a question
of whether the administration resorted to underhand politi-
cal methods. The more significant point is that such meth-
ods were used to undermine a well-grounded critique of the
administration’s arguments for the war against Iraq. Plame-
gate was an episode in a campaign of deceit to help sell the
war to the American people. The Libby indictment might
lead to a closer scrutiny of the record. With opinion polls
showing that a majority of U.S. citizens no longer trust his
administration, President Bush appears to be in quite a bit of
trouble.
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Roberts gets top -~
U.S. judicial post

Rare victory for embattled Bush

Julian B @ )
ulian Borger W \ 0(\

WASHINGTON: John Roberts was
confirmed as America’s Chief
Justice with a clear Senate ma-
jority marking a rare victory for
George Bush in a blizzard of set-
backs, failures and
embarrassments.

The Senate voted 78-22 for
Mr. Roberts, with 22 Democrats
crossing the aisle, as the Presi-
dent watched with his nominee
on a White House television.
Though many liberals suspect
the new Chief Justice will turn
out to be aradical rightwinger on
social issues, they could point to
little hard evidence in hisrecord,
and the federal appeals judge
was able to parry questions
about abortion and other emo-
tive subjects in front of the
Senate.

Contentious straits

Welcoming the vote, Arlen
Specter, Republican Chairman
of the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee, said: “To come away with 78
votes, considering where the
Senate was, in such contentious
straits, earlier this year, I think
is really remarkable.”

After being sworn in on
Thursday, Mr. Roberts will take
his seat on Monday as the 17th
Chief Justice, replacing William
Rehnquist, who died earlier this
month after 19 years in the top
judicial job.

Like Rehnquist, he is viewed
as a strict but pragmatic
conservative.

John Roberts takes oath as
the U.S. Chief Justice in
Washington on Thursday .
~ PHOTO: REUTERS

Mr. Bush’s choice to fill the
second court vacancy could be
more controversial. The outgo-
ing judge, Sandra Day O’Connor,
is a moderate, and her replace-
ment by an ideological conserva-
tive would tilt the court’s
balance sharply to the right. The
Democrats have vowed to unite
against a hardliner, and Mr.
Bush has to make his choice
when his popularity rating is
languishing at around 40 per
cent after the fiasco of the feder-
al response to Hurricane Katri-
na and a constant flow of bad
news from Iraq. — ©Guardian
Newspapers Limited 2005
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The political uproar over President Bush's secret domestic spying program escalated yesterday as the president denied overste
constitutional bounds while congressional critics from both parties stepped up their attack and vowed a full investigation.

Bush mounted a vigorous defense of his order authorizing warrantless eavesdropping on overseas telephone calls and e-mail ¢
sitizens with suspected ties to terrorists. He contended that his "obligation to protect you" against attack justified a circumventio
traditional process in a fast-moving, high- tech battle with a shadowy enemy.

"This is a different era, a different war,” the president said at a year-end news conference in the East Room. "People are chang
numbers and phone calls, and they're moving quick. And we've got to be able to detect and prevent. | keep saying that, but this
requires quick action."

But Democrats and some key Republicans on Capitol Hill were unconvinced, and they questioned whether Bush has violated a
intended to prevent the government from spying on its citizens without court approval.

Voicing "grave doubts” over the legality of the National Security Agency program, Senate Judiciary Chairman Arlen Specter (R-
will conduct hearings next month on the issue. To rebut suggestions of congressional acquiescence, Sen. John D. Rockefeller
released a handwritten letter he secretly sent Vice President Cheney in July 2003 objecting to the program.

The dispute further fueled the debate over the USA Patriot Act, the measure bolstering the powers of law enforcement agencie:
passed shortly after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. The Senate yesterday again failed to muster the votes to end Democrat-led efl
legislation renewing the law, which expires Dec. 31. Bush angrily branded the filibuster "inexcusable" three times at his news c«
but refused to accept a temporary extension.

"I want senators from New York or Los Angeles or Las Vegas to go home and explain why these cities are safer," Bush said. "I
“excusable to say, on the one hand, 'connect the dots' and not give us a chance to do so."

The meeting with reporters was the latest effort in a presidential communications barrage intended to calm public nerves about
Iraq and woo back disaffected supporters; it came the morning after a prime-time Oval Office address and followed four other s
congressional briefings and a surprise trip to Iraq by Cheney. Bush once again counseled patience, saying that "21/ 2 years sex
eternity, but in the march of history it's not all that long."

In the wide-ranging news conference, Bush demanded that the Senate confirm Samuel! A. Alito Jr. to the Supreme Court by Jai
as Democrats vowed to question the nominee on his view of the NSA program. Bush acknowledged that the bungled intelligenc
has made it harder to pressure Iran to drop any nuclear weapons aspirations. Looking ahead to 2006, he listed as a priority reb
hurricane-ravaged Gulf Coast, and he expressed regret that some question whether he cares enough about black victims.

But the 56-minute session became dominated by the four-year-old NSA surveillance program, which was revealed last week by
York Times. While generally relaxed and sometimes joking, Bush grew testy when asked if he is presiding over the expansion ¢
"unchecked power" by the executive branch. "To say 'unchecked power basically is ascribing some kind of dictatorial position t
president, which | strongly reject,” he responded sharply, waving his finger.

Asked what limits he sees on a president's power in a time of war, Bush said a few key congressional leaders were briefed on t
spying program and his administration reviews its own actions periodically. "l just described limits on this particular program,” h

http://pgasb.pgarchiver.com/washingtonpost/access/943827231.html?dids=943827231:9438... 1/9/2006
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“That's what's important for the American people to understand. | am doing what you expect me to do, and at the same time sa
the civil liberties of the country.”

Bush's remarks left many critics unassuaged and many questions unanswered. The president offered no details about how mai
are under surveillance, what standard must be met to intercept communications or what terrorist plots have been disrupted as ¢
the program.

Nor did he explain why the current system is not quick enough to meet the needs of the fight against terrorism. Under the Forei
Intelligence Surveillance Act, the NSA in urgent situations can already eavesdrop on international telephone calls for 72 hours \
warrant, as long as it goes to a secret intelligence court by the end of that period for retroactive permission. Since the law was |
1978 after intelligence scandals, the court has rejected just five of 18,748 requests for wiretaps and search warrants, according
government.

Air Force Gen. Michael V. Hayden, who was NSA director when the surveillance began and now serves as Bush's deputy direc
national intelligence, said the secret- court process was intended for long-term surveillance of agents of an enemy power, not tl
hunt for elusive terrorist cells.

"The whole key here is agility," he said at a White House briefing before Bush’'s news conference. According to Hayden, most v
surveillance conducted under Bush's authorization lasts just days or weeks, and requires only the approval of a shift supervisor
said getting retroactive court approval is inefficient because it "involves marshaling arguments" and "looping paperwork around

In asserting the legality of the program, Bush cited his power under Article II of the Constitution as well as the resolution authori
passed by Congress after the Sept. 11 attacks. The resolution never mentions such surveillance, but Attorney General Alberto
said it is implicit and cited last year's Supreme Court decision in Hamdi vs. Rumsfeld, which found that the force resolution effe:
authorized Bush to detain U.S. citizens indefinitely as enemy combatants. But the same ruling held that detainees are entitled t
their imprisonment in court.

"This is not a backdoor approach," Gonzales said at the White House. "We believe Congress has authorized this kind of surveil
acknowledged that the administration discussed introducing legislation explicitly permitting such domestic spying but decided a
because it "would be difficult, if not impossible" to pass.

Bush and Gonzales maintained that the program is not unchecked because select congressional leaders have been briefed on
a dozen times. But several of those who received classified briefings objected yesterday that it hardly constituted oversight. In f
lawmakers said they were sworn to secrecy, barred from disclosing the program even to their colleagues and staff, and therefoi
block the president's actions.

Rockefeller, ranking Democrat on the Senate intelligence committee, released his 2003 letter to Cheney to make the point that
"profound” concerns at the time but could not act on them. He said he kept a copy in a sealed envelope ever since to preserve
his views. Complaining about seeing Bush and his aides "repeatedly misrepresent the facts,” he demanded "a full investigation’
panel.

Senate Minority Leader Harry M. Reid (D-Nev.) and his predecessor, Thomas A. Daschle (D-S.D.), said yesterday that they hat
briefed on the program and were not asked for their advice or consent.

Reid added that "key details about the program apparently were not provided to me," and Daschle said he voiced concern at th
am surprised and disappointed that the White House would now suggest that none of us informed of the program objected," he
statement.

Specter was briefed for the first time by Gonzales on Sunday night and vowed to seek more information. "l have grave doubts &
wide scope of executive power claimed by Attorney General Gonzales," he said in an interview. Despite Gonzales's reassuranc
said, "I'm far from being satisfied."

Several senators pressed the matter further. Specter and Sen. Patrick J. Leahy (D-Vt.) sent letters to Alito promising to grill the
the issue at confirmation hearings next month. Sen. Russell Feingold (D-Wis.) raised the prospect of a special prosecutor inves
said Gonzales would have to recuse himself. Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) sent an inquiry to presidential scholars asking if the
John Dean, the White House counsel during Watergate, who she quoted as saying that Bush has admitted to an impeachable «

But Bush had a different investigation in mind. At his news conference, he said that although he had not issued an order, he pre
Justice Department has opened an inquiry into who leaked the information about the NSA program. "It was a shameful act for ¢
disclose this very important program in a time of war," he said. "The fact that we're discussing this program is helping the enem

Staff writer Jim VandeHei and researcher Julie Tate contributed to this report.

http://pqasb.pgarchiver.com/washingtonpost/access/943827231.html?dids=943827231:9438... 1/9/2006
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WASHINGTON, July 29. —
US Democrats have formally
nominated Senator John Kerry
as their presidential candidate
to try to unseat incumbent Mr*
George W Bush from the
White House in the November

" election.

PUREY

John Edwards,

The nommatxon came last

night at Democratic Party’s

convention -in Boston soon
after his running mate Senator
praised Mr

" Kerry as a decisive and battle-

- tested leader and urged voters

campaign by the Republicanss

Mr Kerry swept into the con--
vention city yesterday sur-
rounded by a dozen veterans
who had served with him in the
Vietnam War. He came aboard
a Swiftboat — the kind which»
he commanded during the
Vietnam War, ship in” Boston
Harbour: . :

- Mr Kerry’s weapon to counter
the plea of the Republicans not
to change the captain nfid-
stream during the continuing
war against terrorism is to cite
the support from veterans and

nemmated

to emb@&tehe policies of hope "his own distinguished record in
over what he called a low-road

the Vietnam War, where Mr
Bush did not:go.

The Democratic answer to
the Republican position that it

is unwise to change the captain

midstream is that the captain
(President Bush) has lost his
way and it is time for a more
experienced commandet to
take over.

- remains;, to be sc;cn
whether the. Repubhcan Con-
vention in New' York which will
come’ later will produce sigiilar
emotiont in favour of Pres1aent
Buish and Vice-President Mr
Dick Cheney o ? .



urricane Rita, comes ashore

WASHINGTON, Sept. 24. — A
massive relief and rescue oper-
ation began tonite after
Hurricane Rita smashed into the
US Gulf Coast, blasting commu-
nities along the Texas-Louisiana
border with raging winds,
sheets of rain and storm surges,
which left many inland areas
under teet of water.

Rita, one of the most dreaded
hurricanes of recent years,
came ashore at 2:30 a.m. today
as a Category 3 storm, with
maximum sustained winds of
120 mph and even stronger
gusts. Though downgraded
from the category 5, 175 mph
monster that crossed the Gulf of
Mexico last week, it was still a
huge and powerful storm, more
than 400 miles across. Hours
after the storm hit, massive
waves and wind were still lash-
ing Lake Charles, a city in west
Louisiana. Giant casino river
boats were ripped from their
moorings, tossing on the angry
waters. Multi-storey lake front
apartment buildings looked to
be flooded, overwhelmed by the
tidal surge.

As dawn broke, rescue teams
headed for the worst affected
areas, Lake Charles, the oil
industry centre of Port Arthur
in Texas and other vulnerable
coastal arcas. Many houses were
badly damaged, and trees and
power lines were blown down
across the area. Flooding
occurred as far inland as

Lafayette, Louisiana, 30 miles
from the Gulf.
The prospect of the widely

feared disaster disapyeared
when Rita shifted north and east
24 hours before it struc 7/veer'—

DEVASTATED!

ing away from the Houston arca
and its four million inhabitants
towards less populated parts,
also ensuring there would be no
repeat of the Galveston hurri-
cane of 1900, in which at least
6,000 people died. This time
buijdings were damaged in the
frdgile island city, but its 17 ft
scawall easily coped with the

9\” ) (\

Water from the Industrial Canal (foreground) rushes into the Ninth Ward district of
New Orleans through a levee breach caused by Rita on Friday. AFP

storm. Morcover, mindful of
Katrina, the local populace this
time had departed beforchand.
The biggest single loss of life
caused by Rita may prove to
have been the 24 elderly people
from a Houston nursing home
who died in a bus fire yesterday
as they were being evacuated to
Dallas. The Independent

THE STATESMAN

Bush oozes confidence

Expressing confidence that his
administration can effectively
tackle the aftermaths of hurri-
cane Rita, US President George
W Bush today said all out efforts
will be made to give respite to
the affected people by cutting
down red-tapism and involving

the private sector, adds a PTI
report.

“In the recovery effort, the
federal government has a vital
role and we’ll do our duty. We
will cut through the red tape in
Washington so we can speed the
work of rebuilding,” Mr Bush
said, in his weekly radio address
from Colorado Springs.

-

/
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BEAUMONT (TEXAS): Hurricane Ri-
ta slammed into Texas and Loui-
siana early on Saturday,
smashing windows, sparking
fires and knocking power out to
more than 1 million customers,
but largely sparing vulnerable
Houston and already reeling
New Orleans.

Rita made landfall at 0730
GMT as a Category 3 storm just
east of Sabine Pass, on the Tex-
as-Louisiana line, bringing top
winds of 193 kph and warnings of
up to 64 cm of rain, the National
Hurricane Center said.

Ry lota mnrring, & hed wieeln
ened to barely above hurricane
status, with its sustained winds
at 121 kph as it moved north near
Jasper.

No fatalities reported

Fears of severe flooding per-
sisted; parts of the east Texas
counties of Jasper and Tyler had
received 25 to 30 cm of rain, offi-
cials said.

There were no immediate re-
ports of fatalities, or any detailed
word on damage to the area’s
vast oil refinery industry, though
rescuers and search teams in
many areas had to wait for winds
to subside before venturing out.

About 3 million people had
fled a 800-km stretch of the Tex-
as-Louisiana coast ahead of the
storm, motivated in part by the
devastating toll that Hurricane
Katrina inflicted on New Or-
leans and other parts of the Gulf
Coast barely three weeks ago.

The storm spun off tornadoes
as it churned northwest, causing

aalh” e :

R

in Galveston, Texas, on Saturday. - PHOTO: AP

transformers to explode. In Jas-
per County, a house with seven
people inside floated in flood-
waters after it came off its foun-
dation, said an official.

But the flood-prone cities of
Houston and Galveston — large-
ly evacuated over the past four
days — escaped a direct hit.

In New Orleans, rain
drenched parts of the aban-
doned city early on Saturday,
straining the levee system dam-
aged by Katrina and causing
more flooding in already ruined
and abandoned poor neighbour-
hoods.

But the forecast of up to 8 cm

Rita sparks fires, floodingin
Texas but spares New Orleans .«

Hurricane weakens while fears of severe flooding persist; Louisiana too battered A\

g 53

throughout the day was less
than had been previously pre-
dicted.

In the days before the storm’s
arrival, hundreds of thousands
of residents of Texas and Loui-
siana fled their homes in a mass
exodus that produced gridlock
and heartbreak.

. . 0

BRUNT OF HURRICANE: A burnt-out car lies amid the charred rubble of a building in the aftermath of Hurricane Rita

Bill White, Houston Mayor,
expressed frustration: “It is just
totally unacceptable that there
was not adequate fuel supplies
stashed around the state,” he
said.

President George W. Bush
planned to visit his home state
of Texas on Saturday. — AP
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~NEARLY 2 MILLION NEED TO BE EVACUATED

HOUSTON, Sept. 23. — A slowly weak-
ening Hurricane Rita steamed towards
the Texas and Louisiana coast with 201

"kmph winds today taking direct aim at the
nation’s oil-refining industry. AS many as
24 people were killed when a bus carrying
elderly evacuees caught fire.

“We're going to get through this,”
Texas Gov. Mr Rick Perry said. “Say a
prayer for Texas.” In New Orleans, Rita’s
rains- breached a patched. levee, sending
water spilling into the hard-hit but large-
ly empty ninth ward just days after the
neighbourhood was pumped dry.

“Our worst fears came true,” said Maj.
Mr Barry Guidry of the Georgia National

| Guard. “We have three significant

breaches in the levee and the water is ris-
ing rapidly.” Rita weakened during the
day to a Catggory 3 hurricane, down from
a fearsome Category 5 with 282 kph

winds on Wednesday. It was expected to
come ashore early tomorrow along the -

upper Texas-Louisiina coast on a course
that could spare Houston and nearby
Galveston a direct hit. But it could plow
instead into the oil and chemical centres
of Beaumont and Port Arthur, about 120
kilometres east of Houston, :

Texas emergency management coordi- "
nator, Mr Jack Colley, predicted Rita-

would destroy nearly 5,700 homes in the

- state and cause $8.2 billion in damages.
President Mr George W Bush headed
for his home state as the storm closed in.
“We’re now facing another big storm,” he
said. “Our job is to prepare for and assist
state -and local people to save lives and

help these people get back on their feet.”

- Rita headed foré\
‘Texas, Louisiana

He added: “There will be no risk of me
getting in the way. What I will do is
observe.” Nearly 2 million people along

the Texas and Louisiuna coasts 'were
urged to get out of the way of Riru, scetting

off an unprecedented cxodus  that

brought traftic to a standstill across the |

Houston metropolitan area. Cars-over-
heated and ran out of gas in 10 and 12-
hour traffic jums. Some drivers gave up
and turned around to go home.

1
\

“It can’t get much worse, 100 yards !

(meters) an hour.” fumed Mr Willic
Bayer, (70). “It’s frustrating bumpet-to-

bumper.” By tdday morning. the high--

ways within Houston had cleared out but
traffic was still bumper-to-bumper from
the outskirts of the citv towards Austin
and Dallas. The state escorted’ tanker
trucks full of gus to cmpty stations in
small towns along the way. And National
Guard trucks delivered gasoline to dri
vers who ran out. The bus fire ook place
in a traffic jam on Interstate 45 near
Wilmer, southeast of Dallas. The vehicle
was rocked by explosions and engulfed in
flames that reduced it to a blackened,
burned-outshell. Eurly indications were
that the bus caught fir¢ because of

 mechanical problems, then pussengers’

oxygen tanks <farf¥yl exploding. Dallas

County Sheriff¥' Départmént spokesman

Mr Don Peritz said. Dozens of chemical
plants are sitwated along the Texas and
Louisiana Gulf Coast in the nation’s
biggest concentration of oil refineries,
and damage and disruptions caused by
Rita could cause already-rising -oil and
gasoline prices to go even higher.
Environmentalists warned of the possibil-
ity of a toxic spill.

ITHE STATESMAN
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Lessons from the bfac < tsunami

There is perhaps a silver lining in the clouds over New Orleans. Perhaps thie US, and especially Bush, will be persuaded
to join the rest of the world in the fight against poverty and to protect our planet's environment, says Joseph E Stiglitz.

THE world has
been horrified at
America’s re-
sponse to Hurri-
cane Katrina
and its after-
math jn New
Orleans. Four
years after the
terrorist attacks
of September
2001, and with
billions of dollars allegedly spent on

“preparedness” for another emergency,
America has shown the world that it
was not prepared — even for an event
that came with ample warning.

The difference between the Tsunami
in Asia last December and what is com-
ing to be called the Black Tsunami in
America — because it brought so much
devastation to the poor, mostly black,
people of Louisiana — is striking. The
Asian disaster showed the ability of
those affected to overcome long-stand-
ing rifts, as Aceh rebels put down their
arms in common cause with the rest of
Indonesia. By contrast, the disaster in
New Orleans — and elsewhere along
America’s Gulf Coast — exposed and
aggravated such rifts.

The Bush administration’s response
to the hurricane confirmed the suspi-
cion among blacks that, while they
might send their boys to fight America’s
wars, they had not only been left behind
in America’s prosperity, but that there
was neither understanding nor concern
when they needed it most. An evacua-
tion was ordered, but no means to do so
were provided for the poor. When help
came, it was, as one New York Times
columnist noted, like the Titanic: the
rich and powerful got out first.

I was in Thailand right after the
tsunami, and I saw that country’s im-
pressive response. The Thais flew con-
sular and embassy officials to the affect-
ed areas, aware of the sense of helpless-
ness among those stranded far from
home. America kept foreign officials
from coming to the aid of their nation-
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als in New Orleans — embarrassed, per-
haps, at what they would see.

Even the richest country in the world
has limited resources. If it gives tax cuts
to the rich, it will have less to spend on
repairing levees; if it deploys the Na-
tional Guard and reserves to fight a
hopeless war in Iraq, there will be fewer
resources at home to cope with a do-
mestic crisis.

Choices must be made, and choices
matter. Shortsighted politicians like Bush
often skimp on long-term investments in
favour of short-term advantage. He re-
cently signed a lavish infrastructure bill
that included, among other payoffs to po-
litical supporters, an infamous bridge to
nowhere in Alaska. Money that could
have been used to save thousands of lives
was spent to win votes.

Seldom do the “chickens come home
to roost” as quickly as they have in re-
cent years — an ill-conceived war, at-
tempted on the cheap, has not brought
peace to the Middle East. Now America
has had to pay the price for ignoring loud
warnings about the weakened levees of
New Orleans. Clearly, nothing could

SASIKUMAR

have spared New Orleans completely
from Katrina’s impact, but the devasta-
tion could certainly have been lessened.

ARKETS, for all their virtues, of-

ten do not work well in a crisis.
Indeed, the market mechanism is often
revolting to behold in emeérgencies. The
market did not respond to the need for
evacuation by sending in huge convoys
of buses to get people out; in some
places, it did respond by tripling hotel
prices in neighbouring areas, which,
while reflecting the marked change in
supply and demand, is reviled as price
gouging. Such behaviour is so odious
because it brings little allocative benefit
— no significant increase in supply in
the short run — and carries a huge dis-
tributive cost, as those with resources
take advantage of those without.

The Nobel Prize-winning economist
Amartya Sen has emphasised that most
famines are associated not with a short-
age of food, but the failure to get food to
the people who need it, largely because
they lack purchasing power. America,
the richest country in the world, clearly

had the resources to evacuate New Or-
leans. Bush simply forgot the poor —
the tens, perhaps hundreds of thou-
sands, who simply did not have the re-
sources to pay for their own evacuation.

When you're poor, you don’t have a
credit card, and most of the stranded
were especially strapped for funds be-
cause it was the end of the month. But
evenif they had had the money, itis not
obvious that markets would have re-
sponded quickly enough to provide the
needed supply; in times of crisis, they
often simply don’t. That'’s one of the
reasons why the military does not use a
price system to allocate resources.

Last January, after the tsunami, in re-
sponse to widespread calls for an early
warning system, 1 observed that the
world had been given an early warning
on global warming. The rest of the world
has begun to take heed, but Bush, hav-
ing ignored warnings about Al Qaeda’s
plans prior to September 11, 2001, and
having not only ignored the warnings
about New Orleans levees, but actually
gutted funding to shore them, has not
led America to do likewise.

Scientists increasingly believe that
global warming will be accompanied by
larger climatic disturbances. Recent ev-
idence is at least consistent with that
hypothesis. Perhaps Bush had hoped
that the consequences of global warm-
ing would be felt long after he left office
— and would be felt more by poor, low-
lying, tropical countries like Bangla-
desh than by a rich country astride the
temperate zones.

Yet there is perhaps a silver lining in
the clouds over New Orleans. Perhaps
America, and especially Bush, will be
persuaded to join the rest of the world
in the fight against poverty and to pro-
tect our planet’s environment. In facing
and planning for .disasters, whether
natural or man-made, we must do
more than hope and pray for the best.

(The author, a Nobel laureate in
economics, is professor of economics
at Columbia University)

(C): Project Syndicate, 2005
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O most people, the

I scenes of disaster and

devastation on the Gulf
coast of the US evoked the Old
Testament Flood but to litera-
ture buffs the aftermath tore
pages from Kafka and Orwell.
It is indeed an ironic paradox
that the nation most vocally
committed to free enterprise
conjured up a bizarre blend of
incompetence, ruthlessness
and lack of initiative remjnis-
cent of allegories of totalitari-
anism, showing once more that
opposites finally converge, at
least in failure.

The drama began at least
three days before Katrina
struck on the early morning
hours of August 29th. Yet
preparations had officially be-
gun more than a year ago. In
July 2004 the US department
of Homeland Security had
staged a drill to plan for a cata-
strophic tropical storm code-
named “Hurricane Pam”. The
latter was imagined to carry
“sustained winds of 120 miles
per hour, upto 20 inches of
rain... in Southeast Louisiana

and storm surges that topped

levees. More than one million
residents evacuated and Hur-
ricane Pam destroyed 500,000~
600,000 buildings. Emergency
officials from 50 parish, state,
federal and volunteer organi-
sations faced this scenario dur-
ing a five days exercise beld...at
the State Emergency Opera-
tions Centre in Baton Rouge”.

So it appeared as if the Fed-
eral Emergency Management
Agency had taken trouble to
prepare. Former FEMA offi-
cials have expressed dismay
and stupefaction after Katrina
at the nearly complete, un-
canny failure of the response
mechanisms. Yet the authori-
ties had predicted with
prophetic accuracy the scope
of the disaster, down to grisly
details about floating bodies
and coffins unearthed from
graveyards by the fury of the
water, and “a city drowning in
its own human and chemical
toxic sewage”.

Hampered by the apparent
lack of means in a
power” which has spent over
three hundred billion dollars in
foreign wars in the last four
years and by the Republican
government’s blind faith in the
uninhibited free market and in-
dividual self-help shibboleths,
the Federal and State agencies
did not even attempt to assist
New Orleans residents to get
out after ordering the evacua-
tion of the city, an order which
they knew many thousands of
people had no ability to obey.
They unwittingly provided a

“super- -

The prolonged inertia of the
relevant powers which was ear-
lier repeatedly demonstrated
in the case of the 9/11 attacks,
leads many to wonder if there
was not a deliberate

tion was conducted. The
“Scope of Contract” document
issued by FEMA states: “The
gravity of the situation calls for
an extraordinary level of ad-

- vance planning to im-

decision tolet the dis- prove  government
aster take its toll. On readiness”.  Under-
the morning of Kat- standably Rep. Wax-
rina, itwas announced man is wondering why
that New Orleans had all those preparations
been spared the worst came to nothing and
since the hurricane . why the Bush admin-
had turned east and C COME istration seems to have
hit Biloxi and South- D%%%RN been more concerned
ern Mississipi instead. ' indeed about reducing

Yet, between 15 and 21 hours
later, long after the hurricane
water surge had passed, two
huge breaches in the levees,
near 17th Str and Industrial
Canals in the city’s 9th ward,
poured the water of Lake
Pontchartrain into the mostly

the funding (by 80 percent) for
the maintenance contracts
awarded to the Army Corps of
Engineers for the New Orleans
levees. As a result, mainte-
nance work was still underway
on the Industrial Canal flood-
wallwhen Katrina struck. Pres-

liburton, Dick Cheney’s old
company which is among the
contractors being awarded
major repair and reconstruc-
tion work through its KBR
subsidiary. With the more than
$50 bn appropriated by Con-
gress for city rehabilitation,
Halliburton and its peers can
look forward to an endless
flow of business coming their
way, even while they are major
beneficiaries of US military-re-
lated activities..

What is strange about this
immediate and massive alloca-
tion of funds is that there is still
no clear decision about
whether to rebuild New Or-
leans in the same location. Ma-
jor newspapers have high-
lighted dozens of cases in
which it blocked rescue efforts
from many quarters. Thus on

<1 Katrina sinks ;;*
Bush’s celllty

sub-sea level metropolis, ex-
cept for the old quarters built
on higher land.

Those sudden breaches in
the levees, although abun-
dantly anticipated, have not
been explained. Asluck would
have it the pumps located near
the collapsed levees failed to
work, so that the flooding was
unimpeded. For three days,
from Tuesday to Friday the de-
cision-makers took no decision
except for barring the Red
Cross from going into the New
Orleans area, even though tens
of thousands of people were
marooned and hundreds dving
in what had rapidly become a
huge open-air cesspool.

Veteran Congressman He-
nry Waxman, member of the
House Committee on Govern-
ment Reform has written an
official letter to the head of

ident Bush stated on the Good
Morming America show of Sep-
tember 1 that “no one antici-
pated” the breakdown of the
levees. This contention flies in
the face of the evidence.

In New Orleans, some cyni-
cal observers have pointed out
that most houses located in the
city’s 9th and other wards will
have to be destroyed and that
the city could seize the land,
thus providing massive oppor-
tunities for real estate specula-
tion. Attention is again drawn
to the prominent role of Hal-

From Tuesday to
Friday the
decision-makers
took no decision

except for barring
tho DoA MCennn

September Sth The New York
Times carried a piece entitled
“FEMA prevents Coast Guard
from delivering diesel fuel”.
The lastword may be found on
FEMA’s own news bulletin:
“FEMA (told) first responders
nottorespond”. Even the only
seemingly sensible initiative
taken by Michael Brown,

_FEMAs head to distribute

$2,000 debit cards to all victims
was promptly abandoned after
he was summarily dismissed
from his supervisory role.
After letting the forsaken
residents of new Orleans, in-
cluding the police, turn to
looting in order to survive, the
government’s belated re-
sponse was to move in heavily
armed special forces with
shoot-at-sight orders. It seems

-clear that massive sabotage of
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/ Disaster chief quits as

t\\‘\

New Orleans: The head of the US dis-
aster agency resigned on Monday in the
face of unrelenting criticism over
Washington’s response to Hurricane
Katrina as the confirmed death toll
from the calamity passed 500. Michael
Brown quit as chief of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency while
President George W Bush was winding
up a two-day visit to New Orleans and
other devastated areas.

Brown had been was removed three
days earlier from direct control over re-
covery efforts on the Gulf Coast as
complaints mounted that he cante to
the emergency too late with too little.

In an apparent nod tg critics who
said the agepdy needed more expertise
at the t e White House announced
that David Paulison, a veteran fire-
fighter who runs the agency’s pre-
paredness division, would take over as
acting director. 54% of Americans dis-

RY

approve of Bush’s handling of the re-
sponse to Katrina, according to two
polls released on Monday—one by ABC
News/Washington Post and the other
by CNN/USA Today/Gallup.

Bush returned to Washington after
rejecting charges that his administra-
tion responded to the August 29 storm
too slowly because most of the victims
were black, or that the war in Iraq had
cut into available manpower and re-
sources.

“My attitude is this: The storm didn’t
discriminate and neither will the re-
covery effort. When those Coast Guard
choppers ... were pulling people off
roofs, they didn’t check the colour of a
person’s skin. They wanted to save
lives,” the president said. He said it
was “preposterous” to claim that the
Irag war had drained military re-
sources, leaving too few troops to help
with the hurricane. reuters

A;Wai R SEER TS IR

. Katrina toll passes 500

45 bodies found

New Orleans: The bodies of
more than 45 mostly elderly pa-
tients were found in a flooded-
out hospital in the biggest
known cluster of corpses to be
discovered so far in the city. The
exact circumstances under
which they died were unclear,
with at least one hospital official
saying on Monday that at least a
few of the patients were dead be-
fore the storm, and another say-
ing the rising temperature in
the hospital afterward likely
contributed to some of the
deaths. Hospital assistant ad-
ministrator David Goodson said
it was unclear exactly how the
patients died. ap
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Mushms feel

vulnerable

4 yrs after 9/11: Fear
factor strong in cities

ZIA Haq V&)}
New Delhi, September 10 ’
FOUR YEARS ago on this day, New
York’s twin towers fell to a terrorist
attack. The event sparked two wars
— in Afghanistan and Iraq —and a
global upheaval. ]

But has the chain of events after
9/11 affected the
lives of Muslims in
India, as elsewhere?

An HT survey of
883 Muslims in sev-
en cities shows the
answers don’t come
as an emphatic ‘yes’
or ‘no’. Whether
9/11 and America’s
War against Terror-
ism has impacted
the lives of Indian
Muslims depends on which Muslim
you speak to — the one on the street,
the frequent flier abroad, or the
Muslim father who needs to send
money to his son studying in the
US. For instance, the survey finds
that, overall, only 42 per cent of the
community sympathises with the
9/11 attackers. But, when you go
out of the metros, you get a differ-
ent picture; in Patna, it was 61 per
cent; in Lucknow 56 per cent; and,
in Hyderabad, 51 per cent. .

As for whether their lives chang-
ed since 9/11, only 43 per cent over-
all say it has. At the same time,
however, nearly two-thirds — 63 per
cent — say the attacks have made
their community more vulnerable
to hatred. At airports, in hotels and
everywhere, they are now looked at
with suspicion, some would say.

And, if you thought our cities
were more cosmopolitan, then fig-
ure this — the feeling of vulnera-
bility was much higher in the met-
ros (80 per cent in Delhi, 71 per cent
in Mumbai).

In both metros and the smaller
cities, however, no one thinks the
US is winning its war against ter-
rorism (88 per cent say no in Kol-
kata, 91 per cent in Patna). And half
of the community — whether in
Mumbai, or in Lucknow — do not
think Islam is being practised in
the true spirit. A lot of churning is
still ahead.

Survey details on Page 10

C FORE
SURVEY

Vv \\\ C‘l
Did September 11, 2001,
affect your life?

Yes 43% —
No57% ——

Have the attacks of 9/11
made the Muslim community
more vuinerable to haisg

Yes 63%
No 21%
Can't say 16%~

Is US winning its so-called
war against terrorism?

Yes 18%
No 75%
can't say 7%

What percentage (from 0 to
100) of the Indian Muslim
comimunity sympathises with
the 9/11 attackers?

42%

Do you think America’s war
against terrorism is actually a
war against Muslims2

Yes 55%
No35% —
Can't say 10%-

Is Islam today being
practised in spirit?

Yes 23%
No61% —
Can'tsay 16%
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New Orleans
faces forced

g\/ '

NEW ORLEANS, Sept. 7. — To the esti-
mated 10,000 residents still holed up in
this ruined city, the mayor had a blunt
new warning: “Get out now or risk being
taken out by force.”

As floodwaters began to slowly recede
with the first of the city’s pumps returning
to operation, mayor Mr C Ray Nagin
authorised law enforcement officers and
the US military late Tuesday to evacuate
all holdouts for their own safety.

He warned that the fetid water could
spread disease and that natural gas was
leaking all over town.

A senior police officer, Mr Marlon
Defillo, said forced removals had not yet
begun. “That’s an absolute last resort.”

Associated Press

Mayor Mr Nagin: ‘Get out now or risk being taken
out by force! — AFP

o

o L
evacuation

Storm approaches Florida

PALM BEACH, Sept. 7. — Fiorida’s Atlantic
coast braced for the arrival of a tropical storm
today, two weeks afier Hurricane Katrina first
hit the state.

Tropical Storm Ophelia threatened to dump
heavy rains, prompting tropical storm
warnings along a 160-kilometre stretch from
Sebastian Inlet to Flagler Beach. Up to 13
centimetres were expected over the next few
days from central Florida to southeastern
Georgia, with some isolated areas possibly
getting 20 centimetres.

The rain was expected to hit areas affected
by last year's Hurricanes Frances and
Jeanne. Much of the region has recovered but
some homes remain covered in biue tarps as
owners await new roofs. — AP

Mr Nagin’s directive — which super-
seded an earlier, milder order to evacuate
made before Hurricane Katrina crashed
ashore on 29 August — came after res-
cuers scouring New Orleans found hun-
dreds of people ignoring warnings to get
out. They included Mr Dennis Rizzuto
(38), who said he had plenty of watetr,
food to last a month and a generatﬁr/
powering his home. He and his family
were offered a boat ride to safety, but he
declined. “They are going to have to drag
me,” Mr Rizzuto said.

That was a sentiment Mr Capt. Scott
Powell, an official of the South Carolina
Department of Natural Resources, kept
hearing as he tried to evacuate people by
air boat. “A lot of people don’t want to
leave. They’ve got dogs and they just want
to stay with their homes. They say they’re
going to stay until the water goes down.”

Workers struggled, meanwhile, to find
and count the corpses decaying in the 90-
degree (32 Celsius) heat. Even when

. cadaver dogs pick up a scent, workers fre-

quently cannot get at the bodies without
heavy equipment. The mayor has estimat-
ed New Orleans’ death toll could reach
10,000.
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America’s shame: the aftermath of Katrina

Arvind Sivaramakrishnan

14

MERICA’S DIRTY secret.” That is
what a British TV news reporter,
speaking live from Louisiana, called
the underclass of America’s poor. A
tale of systematic neglect, administrative incom-
petence, market-driven environmental destruc-
tion, and desperate poverty is unfolding in
Louisiana. It is exposing squalor that would
shame a third-world country, as well as racial
and political divisions reminiscent of apartheid
South Africa.

The facts themselves are grim enough. As if
the rain brought by Hurricane Katrina did not do
enough, the dykes and levees built to keep the
sea out of the city of New Orleans collapsed for
lengths of hundreds of metres. The resultant
flooding caused what may well amount to thou-
sands of deaths, untold billions of dollars worth
of damage, and rendered the city uninhabitable
for what is now estimated to be another two
years,

Minimal aid, in the form of basic food and
water, is finally reaching those who have sur-
vived. It is simply not known how many are still
stranded in the upper floors of their homes and
apartment blocks, nor how many have perished.
Some experts have said the forensic task of iden-
tifying the dead will be far harder than that
which followed the terrorist attacks of Septem-
ber 11, 2001, as the bodies in Louisiana are de-
composing very quickly in temperatures of 35
degrees Celsius. State officials say there is no
system for collecting and storing the bodies.

What is most shocking about this disaster is
that it has occurred in the world’s richest and
most powerful country. Yet the questions, no
less than they are in poor countries, are political,

CARTOONSCAPE

A tale of systematic neglect, administrative
incompetence, market-driven environmental

destruction, and desperate poverty is

unfolding in Louisiana.

and this time the survivors are asking them.

To start with, the hurricane warnings pre-
dicted an even stronger storm than Katrina
turned out to be. Although the effects of such a
storm and of a breach in the levees were model-
led by officials a year or two ago, the federal
government said there was no money to imple-
ment a practice response to such an emergency.
Further, in 2004 the federal government in
Washington stopped funding for maintenance
and fortification work on the levees, which were
therefore neglected for the first time in nearly 40
years. Environment protection is an easy target
for the budget cuts central to neoliberal econom-
ics and politics.

In addition, wetlands around New Orleans —
which provide vital protection against flooding
and tidal surges — have been drained and built
upon, and the federal government has tied all
environmental funding to the promotion of in-
ter-State commerce. (A similar problem has oc-
curred in southern England, where in some
areas planning regulations were abolished for
ideological reasons, despite municipal engi-
neers’ warnings; building contractors made huge
profits on the deregulated floodplains, and the
new residents were inevitably the victims of
severe winter flooding. Now the owners of the
houses cannot get insurance for their properties
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and cannotfind buyers when they seek tosell.)

Secondly, officials at all levels were very slow
to see the scale of the disaster, and President
George W. Bush and his immediate circle are
being openly accused of neglect or even indiffer-
ence. It took the President two days to curtail his
holiday and make a flight over New Orleans in
his official jet, and when he did make a ground
visit he kept well away from the worst-hit areas.
In his public statements, he has shown none of
the spontaneity he showed when he — again
after some days — appeared at the ruins of the
World Trade Center in New York in September
2001. He has struggled to express any shred of
emotion about the Louisiana disaster. Not for
President Bush the ordinary compassion shown
by Senator Edward Kennedy, who in 1971
tramped knee-deep in mud through the refugee
camps on the Indian side of the India-Bangla-
desh border. Further, having said in purported
justification of the invasion of Iraq that “the
American way of life is not negotiable,” he has
been shown on TV pleading with those in Loui-
siana who could drive not to use too much petrol.

As to other senior federal officials, Vice-Presi-
dent Dick Cheney is still on holiday in Wyoming,
and as the disaster took place Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice was publicly seen in Manhat-
tan shopping for shoes at $7,000 a pair.

OF i
KASHMIR: /Z

FINDING THE WAY
IN THE TUNNEL

<2l
I
,/

Meanwhile worldwide television was show-
ing, for example, dead bodies of victims in wheel-
chairs abandoned in sports stadia and
convention centres, pushed against walls and
left. Other TV news reports showed outbreaks of
violence, with gangs looting every shop they
could, and at one point relief helicopters turned
back because they were being shot at. Even the
initial relief effort, slow as it was, was hampered
by the fact that some 10,000 of the Louisiana
State Guard are in Iraq, pursuing a war which
very large numbers of Americans are now ques-
tioning very deeply.

The U.S. political system is also showing the
characteristic reactions of rich countries when
faced with refugees. Politicians in the State of
Texas, to which about 100,000 refugees have fled
from Louisiana, are saying they cannot take any
more and that they need federal government
help from Washington DC. They openly cite the
fact that Texas, one of the most extreme Repub-
lican States, has no public services worth the
name. Texas is most of the size of Europe, is
soaking rich with oil money, and has a pop-
ulation of 22 million. It is not known if the Texan
exchequer has offered any aid, but Venezuelan
President Hugo Chavez, a socialist, has offered
$1 million as aid via the Red Cross, and Cuban
President Fidel Castro, a communist, has offered
1100 doctors and 26 tonnes of medicines.

Dealing with refugees

Bit by bit too, the potential long-term costs of
the disaster are starting to emerge. The economy
of Louisiana itself has suffered incalculable
damage. The neighbouring State of Mississippi,
which has some of the worst poverty in the
United States, is faced with the collapse of the
tourist business on which it depends. Other
southern States are faced with the costs of hous-
ing hundreds of thousands of refugees for two
years or more; the refugees are just that, with
nothing left but the clothes they stand in. Main-
taining the levees of New Orleans would have
cost a few tens of millions of dollars, loose
change for a country that has already spent $170
billion on its war in Iraq and is subsidising pri-
vate agribusiness corporations to the tune of
$180 billion.

Among the ‘most significant of the political
issues is the very status of the victims them-
selves. The overwhelming bulk of them are poor
and black. For centuries they have had next to no
voice in the politics of the U.S., and it has even
been said that, since the start of the Reagan
presidency in 1980, significant Supreme Court
rulings and federal tax cuts (such as the impend-
ing abolition of death duties on estates) have
been intended to harm them and to favour the
rich, who are overwhelmingly white.

Even African-Americans’ access to the most
formal elements of the political system has been
severely restricted. Byzantine voter-registration
procedures, many of which in the southern
States were designed to make it as hard as pos-
sible for black voters to register, mean that Afri-
can-Americans are hugely underrepresented on
the States’ electoral rolls. They are people
whom, it seems, America does not want to think
about. They are the single poorest group in the
U.S., large proportions of them are not on the
voting lists, and even if they are and even if they
vote, they certainly do not vote Republican. In-
deed itis not even clear if President Bush and his
Republican cohorts regard them as Americans at
all.

The flood waters of Louisiana may now be a
gigantic open sewer, riddled with disease and
with sharks, alligators, and snakes swimming
through city streets, but the political secrets now
being washed up may be even dirtier.

(Dr. Sivaramakrishnan is lecturer in politics at
Taunton’s College, Southampton, U.K.)
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New Orleans slides deeper into chaos

Governor warns of shoot-to-kill policy; v

Senator fears 10,000 deaths

Gary Younge

MOBILE (ALABAMA): United States Presi-
dent George W. Bush arrived on Fri-
day night in the ravaged Gulf coast
region amid mounting criticism of his
handling of the crisis and a prediction
by one Senator that the death toll in
Louisiana alone could top 10,000
people.

As thousands of people sat on the
streets of New Orleans, having spent
their fourth day waiting to be rescued,
the city fell deeper into chaos, with
gangs roaming the city and corpses
rotting in the sun.

Kathleen Blanco, the Governor of
Louisiana, threatened looters with a
shoot-to-kill policy.

“These troops are battle-tested.
They have Ml16s and are locked and
loaded,” she said. “These troops know
how to shoot and kill and I expect they
will.”

Fire in apartment

Plumes of thick black smoke rose
after an explosion rocked an industrial
area hit hard by Katrina and an apart-
ment complex in the city centre was
also in flames. The explosion was later
said to have taken place in a chemical
storage facility.

Stunned residents stumbled around
bodies that lay rotting and untouched.

Others trudged along flooded and
debris-strewn streets toward the Su-
perdome football stadium where they
hoped to be taken to safety.

Calling for the immediate deploy-
ment of combat troops in New Or-
leans, David Vitter, a Louisiana
Republican Senator said: “My guess is
that it [the death toll] will start at
10,000.” He said this estimate was not
based on any official death toll or body
count.

Even before he set off, Mr Bush was
forced to admit that the relief effort
had been inadequate: “The results are
not acceptgble,” he said.

LatepHe said: “I am not looking for-
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ward to this trip. It’s as if the entire
Gulf coast were obliterated by the
worst kind of weapon you can
imagine.”

Aid convoys arrive

An emergency military convoy of
aid supplies arrived in New Orleans on
Friday to help in the relief of tens of
thousands of refugees made desperate
in the aftermath of the hurricane.

Live television broadcasts showed a
queue of military vehicles loaded with
crates making their way through the
flooded streets. Troops withrifles rode
in the convoy.

In another sign of aid finally getting
through, commercial aircraft carrying
supplies were arriving at an increased
rate of four per hour at New Orleans
international airport, the department
of transport said. The planes were
evacuating displaced residents.

New Orleans has descended into an-
archy since it was devastated by Katri-
na on Monday.

Standing alongside the Governors
of Alabama and Mississippi at his first
stop in Mobile, Alabama, Mr Bush
said: “We have a responsibility to
clean up this mess. What is not work-
ing right, we're going to make it right.”
He then went on to Biloxi, Mississippi,
where he spoke to victims before
heading to New Orleans.

On Friday, the U.S. Congress broke
away from its holiday to implement a
$10.5-billion aid package, while the
Pentagon promised 1,400 National
Guardsmen a day to stop looting in the
city. But these moves did little to quell
the mounting anger of the hurricane’s
victims and local officials, particularly
in New Orleans.

At the increasingly unsanitary con-
vention centre, the crowds swelled to
about 25,000 as people sought food,
water and attention, while dead bodies
lay in wheelchairs or wrapped in
sheets both inside and outside the
centre. — ©Guardian Newspapers
Limited 2005 \ i

fﬂi:

Hurricane impact on U.S. oil industry

Nine U.S. refineries in Louisiana and Mississippi, shut down by Hurricane
Katrina, may not resume processing oil for several weeks, possibly
months. A further five are operating on reduced capacity. At least 20 rigs

or platforms are reported adrm listing, sunk or missing

Louisiana Offshore
Oil Port: Biggest U.S.
oil import terminal -
stopped unloading
tankers on August 28.
LOOP handles 1 million
barrels of crude oil a
day, or 11% of U.S.
imports

West Hackbery ® A 9
LOUISIANA ‘ﬂ ;/"- , ,

A Baton L\@Q N ®

4 |‘é®, .lgg‘ Biloxi
00 .~

v

rigs / platiorms
& Storm-atfected
ngs / platforms

Refmenes Shut down

@ Chevron Pascagoula
© ConocoPhilips Beli Chasse DN 27
© Exxon/PDVSA Bell Chalmetie — 190 o
O Murphy Meraux

© Valero St Charles
O Motiva Convent
© Marathon Garyvile

[ 1.9 million
barrels
per day

© Motiva Noro R o7
Operating at reduced rates o
© ExxonMobil Beon Fouge - I <54

O Total Port Arthur I 2os
(® Premcor Memphis T 50 .

B Valero Kotz Springs 85 .
® Placid Port Allen 49 Cpemnaseesii o
Sources: Energy Information Adifiistration, International Petroleurn Encyclopedia © GRAPHIC NEWS
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Crisis in New Orleans

es clamour for food, water and atte

R

Desperate refug

A
\@

NEW ORLEANS: Despair, privation
and violent lawlessness has
grown so extreme in New Or-
leans that the flooded city’s May-
or issued a “desperate SOS” and
other local officials, describing
the security situation as horrific,
lambasted the Federal Govern-
ment as responding too slowly to
the disaster.

Thousands of Hurricane Ka-
trina refugees from the flooded
city boarded buses for Houston,
but others quickly took their
places at the filthy, teeming Su-
perdome, which has been serv-
ing as the primary shelter.

Unsanitary centre

At the increasingly unsanitary
convention centre, crowds
swelled to about 25,000 and des-
perate refugees clamoured for
food, water and attention while
around them dead bodies,
slumped in wheelchairs or wrap-
ped in sheets, lay in their midst.

“Some people there have not
eaten or drunk water for three or
four days, which is inexcusable,”
acknowledged Joseph W. Mat-
thews, the director of the city’s
Office of Emergency Prepared-
ness.

“We need additional troops,
food, water,” Mr. Matthews
begged, “and we need personnel,
law enforcement. This has turn-
ed into a situation where the city
is being run by thugs.”

Three days after the hurricane
hit, bringing widespread de-
struction to the Gulf Coast and
ruinous floods to low-lying New
Orleans, the White House said
President George Bush would
tour the region later on Friday.
Citing the magnitude of the di-
saster, Federal officials defend-
ed their response so far and
pledged that more help was com-
ing. The Army Corps of Engi-
neers continued work to close a
levee breach that allowed water
from Lake Pontchartrain to pour
into New Orleans.

The effects of the disaster
spilled out over the country. In
Houston, the city began to grap-
ple with the logistics of taking
tens of thousands refugees into
the Astrodome, and San Antonic
and Dallas each braced for the
arrival of 25,000 more. Baton
Rouge overnight replaced New
Orleans as the most populous

Joseph B. Treaster and
Deborah Sontag

c1}y in Louisiana and was burst-
ing at the seams.

The devastation in the Gulf
Coast also continued to roil oil
markets, sending gasoline prices
soaring in many areas of the
country. In North Carolina, Gov-
ernor Michael F. Easley called
on citizens to conserve fuel
while two big pipelines that sup-
ply most of the state’s gasoline
are brought back on line. “Citi-
zens should not panic,” he said.
“But it is critical that we contin-
ue to conserve our fuel while
Washington is developing a na-
tional strategy for this problem.”

Throughout the stricken re-
gion, scores of frantic people,
without telephone service, asked
for help contacting friends or
relatives whose fates they did
not know. Some ended up find-
ing them dead. Others had emo-
tional reunions. Newspapers
offered toll-free numbers or
Web message boards for the
searches.

Meanwhile the situation in
New Orleans continued to dete-
riorate. Angry crowds pressed
for help, while some rushed
chaotically at helicopters trying
to bring in food. Though Mayor
C. Ray Nagin speculated that
thousands of people might have
died, officials still had no clear
idea of the scope of the toll.

“We're just a bunch of rats,”
said a refugee who stood waiting
in a throng of 10,000 outside the
Superdome, waiting in the blaz-
ing sun for buses to take them
away from the city. “That’s how
they’ve been treating us.”

Chaos and gunfire hampered
efforts to evacuate the Super-
dome, and, the New Orleans po-
lice superintendent said, armed
thugs had taken control of the
secondary makeshift shelter at
the convention centre. The
thugs repelled eight squads of 11
officers each that he sent to se-
cure the place, said the superin-
tendent, P. Edwin Compass III,
adding that rapes and assaults
were occurring unimpeded in
the neighbouring streets as
criminals “preyed upon” tour-
ists.

Tenuous city

Mr. Compass said the Federal
Government had taken too long
to send in the thousands of
troops — as well as the supplies,
fuel, vehicles, water and food —
needed to stabilise his now “ve-

intensifies

Ikx(;n amid dead bodies

Engmeers warned of looming disaster in “Big Easy”

Most of the water covering New Orleans resulted from
breaches in three of the city's canals. Engineers had
repeatedly warned that the city's decades-old levees
required maintenance and upgrades after sinking into

- marshy land below, but the U.S. government failed to
find money to strengthen the defences
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Katrina
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New Orleans: Much of city Is
six feet below sea lavel, 80%
of city submerged. Fiood water
contaminated with sewage,

oil, and chemicals
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] Superdome: Shelter for nearly
25,000 people. 50,000-100,000
refugees remain in city. Convoys can
evacuate only 15,000 a day

Ol industry: 95% of output in Guif
out of service - quarter of America's oil
supply comes from region
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evees and flood walls: Should be 16-17 feet above sea level to protect against
| Category 3 storms - Katrina was a more powerful Category 4 when it hit land.
ubsidence has resulted in height being reduced by as much as two feet
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ry, very tenuous” city.

Col. Terry Ebbert, director of
homeland security for New Or-
leans, concurred, and was par-
ticularly pungent in  his
criticism. Asserting that the
whole recovery operation had
been “carried on the backs of the
little guys for four goddamn
days,” he said that “the rest of
the goddamn nation can’t get us
any resources for security”.

“We are like little birds with
our mouths open, and you don’t
have to be very smart to know
where to drop the worm,” he
said. “It’s criminal within the
confines of the United States
that within one hour of the hur-
ricane they weren’t force-feed-
ing us. It's like FEMA has never
been to a hurricane.” FEMA is

the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency.

Federal officials took pains to
defend their efforts, maintaining
that supplies were pouring into
the area even before the hurri-
cane struck, that thousands of
National Guard members had al-
ready arrived to help secure the
city and that thousands more
would join them in coming days.

Gov. Kathleen Babineaux
Blanco of Louisiana said some
300 National Guard members
from Arkansas were flying into
New Orleans with the express
task of reclaiming the city.
“They have M-16s and they are
locked and loaded,” she said.

Squatter camp
On the receiving end in Hous-

ton, though, the Astrodome
looked at times like a squatter
camp in a war-torn country.

The refugees from Louisiana,
many dirty and hungry, wan-
dered about aimlessly, checking
bulletin boards for information
about their relatives, queuing up
for supplies and payphones,
mobbing Red Cross volunteers
to obtain free T-shirts.

Many found, much to their
dismay, some conditions similar
to those that they left behind at
the Superdome, like clogged toi-
lets and foul restrooms.

The Senate has convened a
special session to pass an emer-
gency supplemental spending
bill providing $10.5 billion for
relief efforts. —New York
Times News Service
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ABANDON THE

07 J
New Orleans Mayor Says Thousands Dead Looters R lpage Cities. Man Kills

Sister Over Bag Of Ice. Bush Says it Wit! Take Years To Repair The Damage

New Orleans: With thousands feared
drowned in what could be America’s
deadliest natural disaster in a century,
New Orleans’ leaders all but surren-
dered the streets to floodwaters and
began turning out the lights on the ru-
ined city—perhaps for months.
Looting spiralled so out of control
on Wednesday night that Mayor Ray
Nagin ordered virtually the entire po-
lice force to abandon search-and-res-
cue efforts and focus on the brazen
packs of thieves who have turned in-
creasingly hostile.
Looters used
garbage cans and in-
flatable matiresses to
float away with food,
biue jeans, tennis
shoes, TV sets - even
guns. Outside one
pharmacy, thieves
commandeered a
forklift and used it to
push up the storm
shutters and break
through the glass.
The driver of a nurs-
ing-home bus sur-
rendered the vehicle
to thugs after being
threatened. Nagin

also called for an all-out evacuation of

the city’s remaining residents. Asked
how many people died, he said:
“Minimum, hundreds. Most likely,
thousands.”

With most of the city under water,
US army engineers struggied to plug
New Orleans’ breached levees with gi-
ant sandbags and concrete barriers,
and authorities drew up plans to clear
out the tens of thousands of remain-
ing people and practically abandon
the below-sea-level city.

Nagin said there will be a “total
evacuation of the city. We have to. The
city will not be functional for two or
three months.” And he said people
would not be allowed back into their
homes for at least a month or two.

If the mayor’s death-toll estimate
holds true, it would make Katrina the
worst natural disaster in the US since
at least the 1906 San Francisco earth-
quake and fire, which were blamed for
anywhere from 500 to 6,000 deaths. Ka-
trina would also be the nation’s dead-

REMAINS OF THE DAY, A woman carries whatever is left of her belongings from her home in Waveland, Mississippi (top)

Shelia Dixon, of Gentilly, LA, weeps as she holds her 18-month baby, Emily

liest hurricane since 1900, when a
storm in Galveston, Texas, killed be-
tween 6,000 and 12,000 people.

In Mississippi, bodies are starting
to pile up at the morgue in hard-hit
Harrison County. Forty corpses have
brought to the morgue already, and of-
ficials expect the death toll in the
county to climb well above 100.

Tempers were beginning to flare.
Police said a man fatally shot his sis-
ter in the head over a bag of ice in Hat-
tiesburg, Mississippi.

President George W Bush flew over

— 1

New Orleans and parts of Mississip-
pi’s hurricane-blasted coastline in Air
Force One. Turning to his aides, he
said: “It’s totally wiped out. ... It’s dev-

astating, it’s got to be doubly devastat-

ing on the ground.”

“We’re dealing with one of the
worst national disasters in our na-
tion’s history,” Bush said later in a tel-
evised address from the White House,
which most victims could not see be-

cause power remains out to 1 million
Gulf Coast residents.

“This recovery will take a long time.
This recovery will take years,” he
said, pledging the full support of the
US government in rescuing and giv-
ing assistance to the tens of thou-
sands people made homeless by the
storm. On some of the few roads that
were still open, people waved at pass-
ing cars with empty water jugs, beg-
ging for relief. Hundreds of people ap-
peared to have spent the night on a
crippled hlghway Agencies
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Death toll heavy as hurricane

slams U.S. Gulf Coast - -
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Thousands of houses flooded; a million persons in three States left without power

RENDERED IMPASSABLE: Rescue workers take residents to a ramp on intersite highway 10 in New Orleans on
Monday. - PHOTO: AP

Joseph B. Treaster and
Kate Zernike

NEW ORLEANS: Hurricane Katrina
pounded the Gulf Coast with
devastating force at daybreak on
Monday, sparing New Orleans
the catastrophic hit that had
been feared but inundating parts
of the city and heaping damage
on neighbouring Mississippi,
where it killed dozens, ripped
away roofs and left coastal roads
impassable.

Packing 145-mph winds as it
made landfall, Katrina left more
than a million persons in three
states without power and sub-
merged highways even hundreds
of miles from the centre of the
storm.

Officials reported at least 55
deaths, with 50 alone in Harri-
son County, Mississippi, which
includes Gulfport and Biloxi.
Emergency workers feared that
they would find more dead
among persons trapped in their

homes and in collapsed build-
ings.

Jim Pollard, a spokesman for
the Harrison County emergency
operations centre, said anumber
of persons were found dead in an
apartment complex in Biloxi.
Seven others were found in the
Industrial Seaway.

While Katrina proved to be
less fearsome than had been pre-
dicted, it was still potent enough
to rank as one of the most puni-
shing hurricanes ever to hit the
U.S. Insurance experts said dam-
age could exceed $9 billion,
which would make it one of the
costliest storms on record.

In New Orleans, most of the
levees held but one was damaged
and flood waters rose to rooftops
in one neighbourhood. Katrina’s
howling winds stripped 15-ft
sections off the roof of the Su-
perdome, where as many as
10,000 evacuees were sheltered.

Some of the worst damage re-
ports came from east of the his-

toric city of New Cleans with an
estimated 40,00Qgmes report-
ed flooded in St. Yrpnard Parish.
In Gulfport, Majssippi, the
storm left three ¢ we hospitals
without workir emergency
rooms, beachfnt  homes
wrecked and mak stretches of
Mississippi’s castal highway
flooded and un

“It came on ]
ton of bricks,”
nor, Haley Bar

«state’s gover-
r, told a mid-

day news confrence “It’'s a
terrible storm.”
Top priority

In Alabama, Ruisiana, and
Mississippi, the bvernors de-

clared search andrescue their
top priority, but {id that high
waters and stronjwinds were
keeping them fra that task,
particularly in the drdest hit ar-
eas. [
The Governors sit out police
and National Guardfter reports
of looting, and offials in some

parts of Louisiana said they
would impose a curfew.

Katrina was downgraded from
Category 5 — the worst possible
storm — to Category 4 as it hit
land in eastern Louisiana just af-
ter 6 am., and in New Orleans,
officials said the storm’s slight
shift to the east had spared them
somewhat. The city is below sea
level, and there had been pre-
dictions that the historic French
Quarter would be under 18 or 20
ft of water.

Still, no one was finding much
comfort here, with 100 mph
winds and water surges of 15
feet. Officials said early in the
day that more than 20 buildings
had been toppled. “1 can’t say
that we’ve escaped the worst,”
said Gov. Kathleen Babineaux
Blanco. “I think there is still
damage that can be inflicted on
the city. We don’t even know
what the worst is.”

Beyond the property damage
caused by flooding and the high

Katrina slams U.S.

The U.S. Nationa!l Hurricane Center
projects Katrina, which has killed
at least 55 people, will head
through Tennessee, Kentucky and
Ohio on Tuesday and Wednesday,
then western New York state and
Ontario. Maximum sustained winds
willl reach 60 mph

Probability that centre of tropical cycione
Katrina will pass within 75 miles

[ ]10-19% B 20-49%
s0-99% [ 100
Source: NOAA © GRAPHIC NEWS

winds, Katrina also dealt a blow
to the oil industry and the lucra-
tive casinos that have been the
economic engine for the region.

The storm pounded New Or-
leans for eight hours straight.
Flooding overwhelmed the lev-
ees built to protect the city from
the Mississippi River and Lake
Pontchartrain, sending muddy
water swirling into the narrow
and meandering streets down-
town. Wide stretches of low-
lands beyond the city were
transformed into lakes.

Windows had blown off con-
dominiums, hotels, office build-
ings, and Charity Hospital,
sending chards of glass into the
winds. Fires broke out despite
torrential rain, some sparked, by
residents who lit candles after
the electricity went out.

Nuclear plants safe

Two nuclear plants near the
path of Katrina appear to have
weathered the storm without
major damage, and a third shut
down on Saturday, in anticipa-
tion of the hurricane, according
to Entergy Nuclear, which owns
all three. The extent of damage
to the plant that shut down, Wa-
terford, 32 kms west of New Or-
leans, was still unknown late
Monday afternoon because the
wind was blowing too hard to go
out and look, said Diane Park, a
spokeswoman. —New York
Times News Service
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FORMER FBI OFFICIAL WAS WATER

A\

GATE SCAM SOURCE

Deep Throat revealed

Andrew Buncombe
in Washington

June 1. — Having finally
revealed himself as “Deep
Throat”, former FBI agent
Mr Mark Felt today faced
both praise and condemna-
tion for having leaked to
reporters details of Pre-
sident Richard Nixon’s cor-
rupt and illegal activities.
Yesterday it emerged
that Mr Mark Felt, a for-
mer senior FBI official
and a man long touted as
the likely source has final-
ly confirmed those suspi-
cions. “I'm the guy they
used to call Deep Throat,”
he says in the forthcoming
edition of Vanity Fair.
Deep Throat was the
name given to this anony-
mous government source
by Bob Woodward, a
Washington Post reporter,
who in partnership with
colleague Carl Bernstein
helped bring about the
downfall of Republican
President Richard Nixon.

{ Their reporting — much of
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STEPPING OUT OF THE SHADOWS:; Former FBI official Mr Mark

Felt at his home in Santa Rosa, California, — AFP

it based on tips provided by
Deep Throat in late night
meetings at an under-
ground car-park — rev-
ealed Nixon’s involvement
in the Watergate affair and
other dirty tricks against
the Democratic Party. Nix-
on was subsequently forced
to resign in August 1974,
Mr Felt’s family said they
believed he was an
“American hero”. Many
agreed but others accused

.

Mr Felt, now aged 91, of
nothing less than treachery.
A raft of Nixon-era officials
— among them several who
served prison time for their
own behaviour — claimed
Mr Felt had breached pro-
fessional ethics.

Gordon Liddy, a Nixon
operative who engineered
the 1972 break-in at the
Democratic National Cam-
paign headquarters in the
Washington’s  Watergate

Ty

Ract
l".‘fv

building and served four
and a half years in jail for
doing so, said: “If he pos-
sessed evidence of wrong-
doing, he was honour-
bound to take that to a
grand jury.. (but) not to
selectively leak it to a single
news source.” Chuck
Colson, the head of White
House communications in
1972 and another official
who served prison time,
claimed that Mr Felt could
have helped America
avoid a wrenching political
crisis had he gone through
ditferent channels.

But Mr Felt received as

much praise as he did crit-
icism. In its editorial The
Washington Past, which
found itself effectively
scooped by Vanity Fair

magazine on a story it |

“owned”, said: “Had Mr
Felt remained quiet, Nix-
on might have succeeded
in one of the most serious
abuses of power ever
attempted by an American
President.”

— The Independent



"US averts historic clash

| Washington, May 24
| (Reuters): Fourteen Senate
i moderates struck adeal across
i party lines yesterday toaverta
| historic confrontation and
| pave the way for confirmation
| of several of President George
W.Bush’s stalled judicial nom-
inees.

The deal, which pointedly
urges the White House to con-
sult the Senate in picking judi-
cial candidates, was reached
with less than a day to spare
before a showdown vote on a
possible rule change so contro-
versial it has been dubbed the
“nuclear option”.

Republican leaders had
threatened to strip the minori-
ty Democrats of their power to
block Bush’s candidates for
the federal courts.

Had Republicans prevailed
— and it was unclear whether
they had the votes — Democ-
rats vowed to retaliate by rais-

LN

Sy N7
& Senate reaches deal
Bush judicial nominees

ing other obstacles that could
have tied the Republican-led,
100-member chamber into
knots.

“Armageddon has been
avoided. Thank God,” said
Senator Charles Schumer, a
New York Democrat.

Signed by seven Democ-
rats and seven Republicans,
the “memorandum of under-
standing” declares that proce-
dural roadblocks known as fil-
ibusters against judicial nomi-
nees will only be used in the fu-
ture “under extraordinary cir-
cumstances”.

“BEach signatory must use
his or her own discretion and
judgement in determining
whether the circumstances
exist,” the 14 senators agreed.

_If'l

The issue has assumed
major political significance
because at least one retire-
ment is expected from the
Supreme Court in the near fu-
ture.

Special-interest  groups
from across the spectrum had
joined the battle, as the federal
courts 'decide many cultural
and social issues, such as abor-
tion rights and gay rights.

The group of moderate
senators committed to clear-
ing the way for confirmation
votes on three long-stalled
nominees to the federal ap-
peals courts — Priscilla Owen,
Janice Rogers Brown and
William Pryor. Their backers
have long maintained that
they have majority support,

but Democrats called them too
conservative,

The group explicitly did
not commit to allow votes on
two other nominees, William
Myers and Henry Saad, so
they may have to be scuttled.

With some conservative
and liberal groups opposed to
compromise, Senator Lindsey
Graham, a South Carolina Re-
publican and one of the nego-
tiators, said, “People at home
are going to be upset at me for
awhile.”

In their agreement, the 14
lawmakers urged the White
House to consult members of
both parties before submitting
judicial nominees for consid-
eration. “Such a return to the
early practices of our govern-
ment may well serve to reduce
the rancour that unfortunate-
ly accompanies the ‘advise
and consent’ process in the
Senate,” they wrote.
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Pentagon to close down
180 military bases -

Rumsfeld plan to save $49 billion over 20 years

FLYING INTO HISTORY: A U.S. airman performs a pre-flight inspection
on a C-130H cargo plane at the Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls,
New York, on Friday. This air base is to be shut under a

Pentagon plan. ~ PHOTO: AP

Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON: The Pentagon is proposing
to shut down some 180 military installa-
tions including 33 major bases, a move
that is expected to bring about a major
battle between the Defence Department
and Congress.

Defence Secretary Donald Rumsfeld is
keeping many other installations includ-
ing 29 major bases open but with fewer
troops. A fewbases will see a gainin troop
strength.

According to Mr. Rumsfeld his plan
will save about $ 49 billions over a 20-
year period and is making the point that
this re-structuring will make the military
mobile and better suited to tackle the war
on terrorism. :

But overall the Defence Secretary’s
plan would result in a net loss of about

MLY 2005

29,000 military and civilian jobs at the
domestic installations. The latest bases
closure will have to be approved by a
Federal base closing commission and
then signed on to by Congress and Presi-
dent.

This is a well-drawn-out process,
which will last into the fall, it is said. The
political battles on base closures will be
tough as members of Congress are keep-
ing and eye on their constituents and
communities which will be
disadvantaged.

One of the proposed closures of the
Defence Secretary is the Ellsworth Air
Force Base in South Dakota, the home to
the B-1B bombers and where the half the
fleet is based. That has brought about an
immediate response from freshman Sen-
ator John Thune who has called the Pen-
tagon thinking “flat wrong”.

,’EHNDU




Major blowto

\;\)

Bush over Bolton

U.N. nomination .

N
US. can do better than him, ' <.
says Republican Senator Vi

Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON: In a major blow to U.S. President George W
Bush, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee has sent
the nomination of John Bolton as Ambassador to the U.N.
to the full Senate floor for a vote but without the customary
recommendation.

The committee voted 10 to 8 with all Republicans voting
in favour and all Democrats opposing.

The White House nominee would have been rejected but
for the key vote of Ohio Republican George Voinovich who
said while he opposed Mr. Bolton he did not want to stand
in the way of a full Senate vote. A 9 to 9 vote would have
killed the nomination.

“It doesn’t appear that Mr. Bolton has the confidence of
the majority of this committee,” said ranking Democrat
Joseph Biden. Mr. Bush should take note of the devel-
opment, he said.

A second blow to the White House came later when
Senator Barbara Boxer put on hold the nomination which
means that the Senate cannot take this up for avote.

Filibuster

Also the Democratic leadership has not made it known if
there will be a filibuster should the full Senate take up the
nomination. Republicans are confident that a vote could be
scheduled before the Memorial Day recess.

What surprised many Democrats is the manner in which
Mr. Voinovich opposed the nomination and his stinging
remarks. “I have come to the determination that the Unit-
ed States can do better than John Bolton,” he said and
added that he was not going to be “arrogant” to impose his
judgment on the full Senate by blocking the nomination

“Quite frankly, much of what I was going to say was going
to be redundant — and not as elegant — as what we just
heard,” said Mr. Biden of Mr. Voinovich’s observations.

HE MY 2005 e ey,



‘Bolton faces key s v

Senate panel voteq?

Republican on committee non-committal

RARAY)
Bob Deans ‘}("0 )

WASHINGTON: The White House
and Senate Republicans were
confident on Wednesday that
President George Bush’s contro-
versial nominee John Bolton
would win approval on Thursday
from a key committee to be the
next U.S. ambassador to the
United Nations.

Democrats meanwhile were
trying to determine whether
they could delay the vote by the
sharply divided Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

Approval by the panel, where
Republicans have a 10-8 major-
ity, would send Mr. Bolton’s
nomination to the full Senate.
That would set the stage for his
almost certain confirmation,
since Republicans control the
Senate by a 55-44 margin.

Thursday’s vote is a test of Mr.
Bush’s political clout on Capitol
Hill and follows an extraordin-
ary battle over Mr. Bolton, who
was nominated two months ago.

Committee aides from both
parties have examined 29 wit-
nesses in testimony that has fil-
led 1,000 pages of transcripts.
They've also reviewed some 830
documents from the State De-
partment, the US. Agency for

Fa

John Bolton

International Development anc
the Central Intelligence Agency.

Exhaustive check

“It has been more exhaustiv
than any single nomination I car
remember in 29 years on the
committee,” said committe
Chairman Sen. Richard Lugar.

At least one of the panel’s I
Republicanswasstillonthefenc
— atleast publicly — on Wednes
day and all eight Democrats pla
to oppose Mr. Bolton. A sing
Republican defection could har
the committee on a tie. —~Ner
York Times News Service
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Bolton committee
P . . , ‘&
widens inquiry ., - »

Julian Borger

WASHINGTON: The U.S. Senate
committee assessing John Bol-
ton’s nomination as the next
U.S. ambassador to the U.N. has
widened its inquiry to interview
several more potentially hostile
witnesses, in a fresh blow to the
White House. :

Only months after winning re-
election, George Bush’s author-
ity is being challenged on several
fronts.

Bush prestige at risk
President has risked his pres-
tige with his adamant support
for Mr. Bolton, even after some
Republicans on the foreign rela-
tions committee voiced doubts
about his temperament.
According to an official on the
committee, most of the two doz-
en officials and former officials
the Senators plan to interview in
the next 10 days are thought to
have clashed with him, or to

29 AP7 2005

S
have witnessed some of the heat-
ed rows for which he earned a
reputation in his former job at
the State Department. “Most of
them are witnesses to some of
the controversies we've been
talking about,” the official said.

Mr. Bush is taking a similar
risk in demonstrating Oval Of-
fice backing for an embattled
congressional leader, Tom De-
Lay, accompanying him to a
public event on board Air Force
One at a time Mr. DeLay, afellow
Texas Conservative, is facing
multiple charges of ethics
violations.

Meanwhile, the pension re-
form programme he has made
the priority of his second term is
languishing amid lukewarm sup-
port from many Republicans,
and its merits are being debated
by a deeply divided Senate panel.
Mr. Bush has refused to back
down on any of these tests of
strength. — ©Guardian News-
papers Limited 2005




. poAaIes
gutaq st sonysnl Buiresy
snopuswag) B, pey a8y
pres aejus)) apel], PIIOM
aYj our peyseds eyl
TT Y31 SOUIIy ued
-IIsWy U0 parp Joyjowa
asouym  ‘yoradq TWERIN
Jo uar otodong T orurwa
-0(] AUWI0OINO By} UM
uorjoeJsnes  passardxs
SwWta 11 Pqusidag jo
sIdqUIBW ATwe] ‘asnoy
-anod 9yl apIsIng

‘SUAINT s,jofrd
ou pey oy y3noyl uans
LPL 3Uta0g ® AJJ 03 UIRAl
0] poajuem dY asSnedaq
100Y9S 1Y3T[J BI0S3UUTA
e e uorordsns 3uimeap
JI9}Je BSIA ST SUTAR)SISA0
10y T00g Isngny Ul pa
-1Sa1Ie Sem TNORSSNOJA
T CT1/6 30 ATIng ATeo
-Jroads,, sem 9y paae[ap
DOUSIS 9y JUSUIAR]S Oy}
a1 3UTY30U Jey} 1Inoo 9y}
01 9H 'IT/6 JO sjuaae
IT0ads 9yl woJl  Jes
WY 90UB)SIP 0} paLIy ay

[8 spedfd pasnide [[/6 :UONIIAUO0I )

\

Se 90Uaep Areuad yjeop
arqissod e je  pojuly
moessnop ng  101d
oyl 3ursodxa proAe 0}
1002 1SN3NY UI IS8T ST
J9}Je sjusde [eIapaj 0}
BUI] UsY) ‘SFUIPTING S[)
jusurtuoad ojur saueld
Ay 0} jo1d o) Inoqe
Jurmouy poagparmouoe
9y ‘Thoessnojy AQ 1Inod
ur poudls pue SsI0Imno
-9s0ad Aq perrduioo s1oe}
Jo juswelels, e Ul
‘syoe}
e T1/6 94U} papnpur
AorIIdSUO) [BISAO 9Y],
‘suodeam  Se  SISULLIIR
[BDIDWWOY JUIsn sugd
-TI9WY 113 03 301d peoq
B Ul SI9pesl epied-le
pue sIexoelty 61 93 YIlm
gurardsuco 01 papiwa
-pe  INOEBSSNO . 'Suedl
-I8WY 9Y] WOAJ AQUSTUI]
Aue 100dxa },U0pP [,, "90UI]
-uas 193y31] e peasturoad
uss(q jou pey oy adpnl
91 P[o} INOBSSNOW
1x0ddns ssaf sey

Kireuad yieap ayj aIaym
‘odoany ur sjsajoad aitu
-81 PINOD 1U32SP UBIIOT
-OJN JO U2Z1310 ouad p[o
-1B9A-9¢ 9yl AQ 9[33NnJ3s
mau  SIYL A{IT 10U
s.Jey) pue ‘aspn{e 01 uols
-1089p 9] 9ABa] 0] 9913 0]
aAey pnom 93pnflay) pue
SOPIS [V "SSO[ SUTYI9WOS

inoessnow seuedez

10 uostad Ui 9J1[ ‘Yyiesp uo
Aes [eur] syl aaey Ajure}
-190 jsourfe [[m Aanl vy
‘pres
0oLI) 9Y) Jeym JO SaLIeut
-uns  payisseoun  jsul
wty aa18 o3 ued e uani
-I9A0 0} paul[Iep Jai[les
14n02 Y31y a8y} ysnoye
‘s1au0sTId 380U} 01 SS3I0
-0 10j 1ano) awauadng
a3 0] 03 0) patedaad sem
8 pies Tnoessno Apoj
-SNO §[) Ul SI9PRI[ BPIED
-Te doj saqy} woJj 3ousp
-1A9 Sunedniw Aj[erjus)
-od urejqo 0} 3unys3iy an
-UTIu09 0] JYSLI STY 9ATEM
jou pIp seeid 431N STy
1B} }aN0d Ul TNOESSNON
0} 1no poajutod ANy
-2.08D pwoqullg "SIY3LL
SIy  jo  Sulpuejsisp
-Un J94e9[0 B WIY aAed
ptes sy ey} ¥sam st}
ewefullg UM  uonles
-I3AU0D B 0] [BSI9AIL STY
pemnqrIie INOBSSNON
‘9[13eq 18391 e aonpoad
pPInom Jey} Jead spewt

Jurpdsooad 1anos 3Juofg
-INoY AfesU 9y} jng "wiy
Jo; Ajeusd yieep a9y}
¥93s pinom saoinosesoad
1BY) Q0USIRJUOD  SMIU
B plo} S81ezuor) oyI8q|V
[elsuas) Asuaony ‘sesid
S, INOBSSNON perdao
OB BUWBYULIY JOYV
"SIAT] 000°E Ajreau ur
-yB] ‘PIS1] BIUBA[ASUUB] B
pue S19M0] I9JU)) aped],
PLIOM S HIOA MaON ojul
paysedd 81130 Syl 100
Jaquialdag ur uodejusd
oy} ojul paysead ssuerd
peyoefly Janoj Jo auo
aloUum WIOJ] SO[IUWl MaJ
B WOo013IN00 ¢ Ul paieod
-de a9y se j[Ind panwpe
TNOBSSNOA ‘SISAME] ST
Jo uonwalqo o1y} I8AQ
J1Ba[o Jou sem
9lep 193Jel ay], OSnoH
UM |yj Ooqul JIsuipate
ue A} 01 wWIy pojonays
-ur  Af[euosiaad  usper]
uIq euesQ jeys o1ygnd ur
s 1Sa13 9y} JI0J paJdeld
-9p OS[E  INOEBSSNOW

Ajjeusd yieap
a1qrssod B A1IBD SHUNOD
Inog  suBdLIBWY U0

J0ARY eaam 01 saayoe[
-4 11 Isquioldsg ay) pue
SIspedl Epled-le UIm
Jurdsuoo  Jo Sunoo
XIS U0 }[IN3 STY pajjiwpe
Ajirejunjoa  juepuaisp
9} Se SasLIdans [eJoAds
Juowe sem jey] ‘uon
-nooxo 105 peard pinom sy
J81 P[0) PEY Y ‘Yaam ISe]
snpe Aeuad yieap ayy
isurede Your A18a8 U3ty
M I, ‘ewiayuLig a1loa]
93pnl JoLusIp SN PIo}
TNOBSSNOA ABPLI UO po
-109dxa se A}1n3 papeard
9y ysnoyyy Kjreusd
IBap 91} 9AI8IBI PINOYS
TNOBSSNOA SBLIBORY,
J9U10UM JI3A0 3[11eq mau
® 30B] stonoassoad [eas
-paJ ‘puey ur ased [T J8q
-w9ydeg B WO UOTIOTA
-uod S 1841y HH.L HLIM

62 114dy "DIUIEIA
SSAUAJ PIIBIIOSSY

o~

-~

Y 3uE|d pUDDas By} 1AL D1 UO IBIUBT) BPEI] PLIOM BUL

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

°L

24 PR 205



| U.3. Senate passes

$81-billion wa
spending bill

Kop

N

[ /l/.
Funds also for domestic security

WASHINGTON: The U.S. Senate
passed an $81.3 billion spending
bill to keep U.S. combat oper-
ations in Iraq and Afghanistan
running and to provide addition-
al help to last December’s tsuna-
mi victims.

By a vote of 99-0, the Senate
passed on Thursday the emer-
gency spending bill that also
funds some new domestic secu-
rity measures, including the hir-
ing of additional border agents.

The Senate Appropriations
Committee Chairman, Thad Co-
chran, a Republican, said the bill
-would “continue to support the
additional funding that’s needed
for this fiscal year for our troops
‘in the field, for those who are

-deployed in Iraq and Afghanis-
tan and elsewhere in the world.”
The fiscal year ends at the end of
September.

Last month, the House of Rep-
resentatives passed its own mea-
sure to speed delivery of funds
the President, George W. Bush,
'sought for the wars in Iraq and

Afghanistan.
The two chambers will try to
work out their differences

quickly and send the legislation
to Mr. Bush for signing.

New Baghdad embassy

One major area of disagree-
ment is over the administra-
tion’s plans to build a new
embassy in Baghdad. The House
deleted money for the construc-
tion project, largely due to con-
cerns about record U.S. budget
deficits. The Senate has included

2J APR 2003

Approved supplemental
appropriations for Irag and
Afghanistan

$120 biflion Thursday’s
100 approval:
$81*
80 -
60
40

20
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02 03 04 05

* Qverall Senate version would cost
$81.3 billion

NOTE: Includes money to protect U.S.
cities, military bases and for rebuilding lraq
and Afghanistan; fiscal years begin Oct. 1

SOURCE: Congressional AP

Research Service

$592 millions for the project,
which would be the largest U.S.
embassy in the world. There are
also differences over immigra-
tion reform, including new hur-
dles for foreigners seeking
asylum and prohibitions on driv-
er’s licences for illegal aliens
which were embraced by the
House.

Related to December’s Indian
Ocean tsunami, the Senate pro-
vided about $907 millions in ad-
ditional funding, slightly below
Mr. Bush’s request.

The money would be used to
reimburse the U.S. military for
some of its emergency relief ef-
forts and to provide about $656
millions for a tsunami recovery
and reconstruction fund, as well
as money for improving a U.S.
early warning system for detect-
ing tsunamis. — Reuters
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UNITED STATES PREéIDENT George W. Bush
begins his second term by promising to follow a
multilateral approach to international affairs.
Then he nominates a strident unilateralist, John
Bolton, for the post of U.S. Ambassador to the
United Nations. This is a new standard in Orwel-
lian double-speak even for an administration that
often insists black is white. As Under Secretary of
State for Arms Control and International Security
Affairs during Mr. Bush’s first term, Mr. Bolton
spearheaded efforts to wreck weapons control

. initiatives such as the anti-ballistic missile treaty.
' If Mr. Bolton does become envoy to the U.N., he

will have a platform from which he can endlessly
proclaim his disdain for international institu-
tions. After all, this is the person who once de-
clared “there is no such thing as the United
Nations.” What is even more disturbing is that
this particular nomination appears emblematic
of a further shift towards unilateralism in U.S.
foreign policy. While Colin Powell as Secretary of
State made at least a pretence of following an
inclusive approach, his successor, Condoleezza
Rice, is likely to give fuller rein to the adminis-
tration’s hawkish impulses. The hope that one of
the 10 Republicans on the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee will join the eight Democrats in
rejecting Mr. Bolton's nomination seems rathet
futile since the White House will do its utmost to
avert a defeat.

Most member states agree that the United Na-
tions system needs reform. The U.N. Secretary-
General, Kofi Annan, had set up a High Level Pan-
el on Threats, Challenges and Change, which
studied ways to revamp the institutional mecha-
nisms, especially the Security Council, for ensur-
ing global peace. While the report submitted by
this panel might not be taken as the template for
change, its recommendations are likely to provide
substance for a vigorous debate. Given its recent

&0 A GRATUITOUS SNUB _ .
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record, the U.S. is likely to oppose the panel’s view
that preventive wars against non-proximate
threats are illegal. However, the panel’s report
outlined a doctrine to justify external intervention
in the internal affairs of countries where the gov-
ernments are unable or unwilling to prevent seri-
ous violations of international humanitarian law.
It also did not invalidate the practice followed by
some countries of forming short term alliances to
achieve common political objectives. Washington
is likely to make a determined effort to string to-
gether recommendations of this sort into an argu-
ment that would justify armed interventions by
“coalitions of the willing” in future. As a true be-
liever in the manifest destiny of the U.S., Mr. Bol-
ton can be expected to throw himself
wholeheartedly into these efforts if he does be-
come his country’s representative to the U.N.

A Senate confirmation of Mr. Bolton's nomi-
nation will deal a body blow to the hopes of coun-
tries currently striving for an expansion of the
permanent membership of the Security Council.
On one occasion, he expressed the opinion that
there should be only one permanent membet be-
cause “that is the real reflection of the distribution
of power in the world.” While the Bush adminis-
tration has not taken a clear position on Security
Council reforms, the Bolton nomination signals
that it is unlikely to be accommodating. More im-
mediately, this move also suggests that the 1.S.
will actively pursue efforts to have sanctions im-
posed on North Korea, Iran, and Syria since Mr.
Bolton was its pointman in recent diplomatic
campaigns against these countries. However,
there is little likelihood that the U.S. will be suc-
cessful in these efforts so long as the other perma-
nent members refuse to go along. Given these
circumstances, the Bolton nomination can only
be described as a gratuitous snub to the rest of the
international community.
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Washington: The US

istration’s effort to build a
missile defence system has
suffered another embarrass-
ing setback with an intercep-
tor missile failing to launch
during a test, Xinhua reports.

This was the second failure
in less than two months. Pen-
tagon officials said the cause
of the failure of Monday’s
test was under investigation,
but early indications showed
a malfunction of ground sup-
port equipment, instead of
problems with the missile.

In the test, a mock bailistic
missiie was fired from Kodi-
ak Island, Alaska. But the in-
terceptor missile meant to
shoot down the target missile
did not take off from Kwa-
jalein Island in the Pacific
Ocean, the Pentagon said.

This was the second test
failure since December 15,
when the first flight test of the
system in two years was abort-
ed because the interceptor
missile failed to Iaunch. It will
certainly give new fuel to crit-
ics who say the missile defence
system is too expensive and its
reliability not proven. ans

|



US see\}é_defencq/x/ Se

Washington, Feb. 7
(Reuters): President George W.
Bush today called for a 5 per
cent boost in US defence
spending to $419.3 billion next
year, making the Pentagon one
of the budget’s few winners
though facing a slowdown in
growth after post-September
11, 2001, surges.

The request to speed mod-
ernisation of the Cold War
military, sent to the US Con-
gress in a $2.5 trillion fiscal
2006 federal budget, would
boost Pentagon spending by
4.8 per cent and is sure to cre-
ate heated debate among law-
makers.

The Pentagon budget also
does not inciude funding for
US military operations in Iraq
and Afghanistan. Those tens
of billions of dollars would
come later from separate “sup-
plemental” requests to law-
makers. “We've got a healthy
increase (request) for the
year,” a senior defence official

(¢

said. “Since 2001, we’re up 41
per cent in the defence budg-
et.” But the request for the
slightly more than $18 billion
in new Pentagon spending is
smaller than the 7 per cent
boost Bush asked for in fiscal
2005.

More than half of the pro-
posed increase would be swal-
lowed by basic spending on
“operations and mainte-
nance” to keep warplanes,

Iraq violence

Baghdad, Feb. 7: Suicide
bombers Killed at least 27 peo-
ple in attacks in two Iraqi
cities today in the worst blood-
shed since the country’s his-
toric election eight days ago.
Al Qaida’s wing in Irag-
claimed responsibility for
both blasts and vowed to carry
out further attacks on “apos-
tates and their masters”.

ships and other equipment in
the world’s premier military
ready for combat. That “opera-
tions and maintenance” figure
would rise by $10.8 billion to
$147.8 billion in 2006. The cost
of military personnel would
also rise $4.9 billion to $108.9
billion, most of that for a 3.1
per cent pay raise for the
troops.

Defence secretary Donald
Rumsfeld said the fight
against terrorism sparked by
the 2001 attacks on the US re-
quires heavy spending to cre-
ate a high-tech force. The six-
year US defence plan begin-
ning next year also includes
anticipated increases to $443.1
billion in fiscal 2007, $462.4 bil-
lion in 2008, $482 billion in
2009, $492.1 billion in 2010 and
$502.3 billion in 2011.

The military budget for the
year beginning next October 1
calls for higher spending for
expansion of elite forces to
fight the US war on terrorism.
e
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evamp

of nuk& arsenal

WILLIAM J. BROAD JS
NEW YORK, FEBRUARY 7

WORRIED that the na-
tion’s ageing nuclear arsenal is
increasingly fragile, US scien-
tists have begun designing a
new generation of nuclear
arms meant to be sturdier and
more reliable , federal officials
and private experts say.

Officials say the pro-
gramme could help shrink the
arsenal and the high mainte-
nance cost. Critics say it could
possibly ignite an arms race.

So far, the
quiet effort in-
volves only $9
million for warhead designers
at the nation’s three nuclear
weapon laboratories, Los
Alamos, Livermore and San-
dia. Federal bomb experts at
these heavily guarded facilities
are now scrutinising secret
arms data gathered over a half
century for clues about how to
achieve new reliability goals.

The relatively small initial
programme, involving fewer
than 100 people, is expected to
grow and produce finished de-
signsin the next five to 10years.
Most important, officials say,

}
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e effort marks a fundamental
shift in design philosophy.

For decades, the bomb
makers sought to use the high-
est technologies and most in-
novative methods. The result-
ing warheads were lightweight,
very powerful and in some
cases so small that a dozen
could fit atop a slender missile.
Other nations, behind the
atomic curve, settled for less,

Now, US designers are
studying how to reverse course
and make arms that are more
robust, in some ways emulating
their rivals in

DA MMNGER] an effort to

avoid the un-
certainties and deteriorations of
nuclear old age. Federal experts
worry that critical parts of the
arsenal, ifever needed, may fail.

In late November, Con-
gress approved a small, largely
unnoticed budget item that
started the new design effort,
known as the ‘Reliable Re-
placement Warhead Pro-
gramme’. Federal officials say
the designs could eventually
help recast the nuclear arsenal
with warheads that are more
rugged and have much longer
lifetimes.
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GEORGE VmH appears determined to carry
the adventurism that characterised his first four
years in office into the second term. In his State
of the Union Address, he followed up on the
theme that formed the core of his speech at his
second inaugural — of spreading liberty to be-
nighted corners of the world. This statement of
intent must be read along with the United States
President’s skewed understanding of the idea of
freedom. The repeated invocation of the term
‘liberty’ is grotesque when juxtaposed against
the reality of the U.S. invading and occupying
sovereign nations — and devastating the lives
and livelihood of their people — with little com-
punction. With Iran and Syria apparently
marked out as the next targets of Washington’s
drive to promote democracy, there is understan-
dable apprehension that these two countries
could be attacked in the next few years. Howev-
er, concern on this score might turn out to be
overblown since the U.S. military forces are so
overstretched by the ongoing operations in Iraq
that they are not likely to be available for action
:anywhere else. In a recent interview, Vice-Presi-
.dent Dick Cheney aired the thought that Israel
might be tempted to take out Iran’s nuclear fa-
‘cilities. While this statement could be interpret-
ed as signalling prior approval, even Mr. Cheney
was apparently aware of the disaster that would
follow if America’s most faithful ally were to act
in the belief that the task has been outsourced to
it. For the moment at least, the U.S. might have
no choice but to let the European Union go
ahead with its effort to persuade Iran to abandon
plans to acquire nuclear weapons.

The Bush administration might also need to
give up its penchant for adventurism overseas,
for the simple reason it is likely to be caught up
in an intense domestic battle over plans to re-
vamp the system of Social Security. While Mr.

CONTROLLING Mr. BUSH Q
W

Bush did touch upon the various items On his
domestic agenda in his State of the Union ad-
dress, he clearly perceives Social Security ‘re-
form” as a priority. Many American politicians
and economists seem to believe that flaws in the
system must be corrected so as to ensure that
future generations are not deprived of post-re—/
tirement benefits. Right-wing ideologues close to
Mr. Bush take the view that the crisis in the sys-
tem warrants a radical overhaul. One of their ma-
jor proposals is that working people below the
age of 55 should be given the option of depos-
iting a part of their Social Security contributions
in personal investment accounts. The funds so
deposited could be invested not only in Govern-
ment bonds, which are preferred instruments
under the existing system, but also in the shares
of private companies. Critics argue that this
route is fraught with risk since the intended ben-
eficiaries will be left at the mercy of the share
market and its vagaries.

Mr. Bush has displayed unbelievable chutzpah
in defending policies that have gone horribly
wrong. He appears further emboldened to follow
this approach since he could get away with it in
the presidential election campaign. At present,
the Democratic Party is significantly weaker than
it was before the November 2 election; its num-
bers are down in both the Senate and the House
of Representatives. However, Democrats, stung
by the triumphalism of their adversaries as much
as by their own reverses, seem to be more alert to
the dangers of the President’s ideology-driven
approach. Republican moderates also fear the
public will turn against them should the Bush
administration unthinkingly tinker with a key
component of the welfare state. Democrats will
look for help from sober elements of the Repub-
lican Party as they try to rein in a President on the
rampage.
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Inaugural ceremonies reveal Bush's disconnec

OON after President Bush scared Americans into vot-

ing for him, he appears to have chased away the gho-
sts of Iraq, Osama bin Laden or the “axis of evil” from the
inaugural speech for his second term, not having occasion
to mention them even once. Instead there were expensive
fancy dress parties. It would be too much to expect the
current American administration to demonstrate
solidarity with suffering Iraqis or Asian tsunami victims,
but an all-time high of $40 million was expended on the
presidential inauguration at a time when US budgets
have gone bust, the country is at war and American sol-
diers are dying in Irag. Americans were supposed to be
pragmatists, but the extragavant pomp of the inaugural
ceremony suggests, perhaps, a disturbing propensity on
the part of the Bush administration to conjure up its own
reality and give the go-by to the real world. Or it may
indicate America’s growing class divide — one reality for
the rich, partying in Washington hotels, and another for
the poor, whose lot it is to contend with growing social
security cuts or fight and die in distant lands.

This, rather than the rhetorical invocations of “liberty”
in Bush’s speech, may be the defining characteristic of
Bush’s second term. US governments have backed liberty
abroad about as seriously as Indian governments have
been pro-poor, and Bush’s first term rolled back liberty
even within the USA. Bush did not mention what imphi-
cations the renewed American commitment to liberty will
have for its relations with China, Saudi Arabia or Paki-
stan. But one couldn’t possibly lose any money by betting |
there will be none. Saudi Arabia is where the oil comes !
from, too much money is invested in China, and Pakistan, !
perhaps, will serve as a springboard for military adven- |
tures in Iran. Americans traditionally close ranks when a |
president is voted in, but it is a sign of the times that |
Bush’s inauguration was accompanied by widespread ]
protest marches, while his approval ratings dipped to 49 |
per cent during what should have been his honeymoon |
period. This is reminiscent of the Nixon era: Nixon beat |
McGovern decisively in 1972, against the backdrop of the |
Vietnam war and a deeply divided’America. But Nixon’s |
fortunes plunged soon thereafter/America, and the world,

- will 01}tlive Bush and his n¢o-génservative crew.
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9/ v Bush is hatching some scary ideas 7\l

Seymour Hersh, the Pulitzer prize winning journalist wh
exposed the My Lai massacres and America
torture in Abu Ghraib, comes up with another troubling
expose with implications for Delhi. According to him, the
Pentagon has commandos in Iran to locate underground
nuclear installations, and President Bush has cut a
Faustian deal with General Musharraf whereby AQ Khan
and fellow scientists will be awarded immunity from
questions on their nuclear proliferation activities, in
exchange for Islamabad offering all help, including
intelligence on neutralising Iran’s nuclear weapons
programme.

Hersh’s report is corroborated by independent reports,
pointing to American and British commandos in exercises
in Karachi, because it resembles Iranian cities. Bush has
promised a big agenda for his second term, and the use of
the military option against Iran is on the table. His report
also satisfactorily explains why Musharraf is getting so
much out of Bush while giving, apparently so little
satisfaction in return.

Islamabad has received billions of dollars in addition to
the status of a non-NATO military ally, which in effect
means that F-16s could be in the pipeline, while it does
nothing about Osama bin Laden, Ayman al-Zawahiri, AQ
Khan, or democracy. The real answer to the nagging
puzzle could well be some such covert arrangement
whereby the neo-conservative obsession with Iran is
satisfied, as well as the Pakistani military keeping nuclear
secrets.

It would appear that Washington has not learnt any of
the lessons from the Iraq fiasco, as defence secretary
Donald Rumsfeld and President Bush still appear of the
view that a limited strike on Iran, which takes down its
military and nuclear infrastructure, will weaken the
unpopular clerical regime, showing people that it is
vulnerable. This fantasy persists to this day. First, the
Iranian nuclear programme, if any, is likely to be located in
dispersed underground sites, and the quality of American
intelligence has so far been very poor.

It is very unlikely that they will manage to find any of
Iran’s nuclear programme. Second, massive US air strikes
targeting Iran’s programme are the one thing that will
make Iranians, who are intensely nationalist, rally to the
mullahs’ side. Iran could walk out of the Non-Proliferation
Treaty, and as long as it has scientists and oil money it can
rebuild its nuclear programme. With its people aroused it
will also rebuild its military. US strikes would thus end up
strengthening the Iranian regime, while the consequences
of Shia outrage would be felt in Lebanon, Iraq, Pakistan
and elsewhere.

The Iraqi resistance is mainly Sunni, imagine its
power if majority Shias join forces with it. Musharraf
would be a marked man, as far as Pakistani Shias are
concerned. Delhi needs to brace itself for the shock, and
have some contingency plans in hand, because Bush will
not change!.
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“Protests to

greet Bush
inauguration

Associated Press
Santa Cruz, January 19

WHILE US President George W.
Bush’s supporters celebrate his
inauguration on Thursday, thou-
sands of protesters around the US
aim to hit the streets with demon-
strations and rallies against the
returning administration. “The-
re are some in this country who
are just not in the mood to let the
President have his day in the
sun,” said James Hudnut-Beum-
ler, dean of Vanderbilt Universi-
ty’s Divinity School and an expert
in protest movements.

Although Bush was met with
protesters when he was sworn in
2001, inaugural protests are rare
historically, Hudnut-Beumler sa-
id. “Presidents are usually given
an opportunity in their inaugur-
ation address to try to claim the
affections and interests of the
whole nation, including people
who didn’t vote for him.” But in
San Francisco, Los Angeles and
Seattle, organisers expect thou-
sands of demonstrators to gather
on Thursday for speeches and
rallies. In dozens of smaller co-
mmunities rallies, marches and
demonstrations are also planned.
Former Democratic presidential
nominee George McGovern is the
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featured speaker at a demonstra-
tion planned for Santa Cruz.

For some demonstrators, the
reasons to protest are simple.
“We're objecting to Bush being
reinstalled as President of the
US. He's illegitimate,” said Carol
Brouillet of Palo Alto, California,
who plans to spend on Thursday
in San Francisco displaying huge
panels of photographs of sol-
diers killed in Iraq. Brouillet,
who believes Bush used the 9/11
terror attacks as a pretext for an
illegal war, has shown the photos
at various demonstrations.

Others said they were seeking
comfort in numbers. “We don’t
feel that Bush’s supposed man-
date represents us, Maybe this is
just therapy for us for feeling
helpless and hapless,” said vet-
erinarian Paul Makidon of
Michigan. In addition to street
protests, some anti-Bush groups
are calling for a daylong eco-
nomic boycott, pressing critics
to stay home from work and not
spend any money. “We’ve tried
marching in the streets to stop
the war, we tried writing letters,
we tried initiatives on the Web,
but Bush doesn’t listen. It seems
to us the only thing Bush and the
Republicans will listen to is
money,” said another protester.

Security alert near White House

AN UNIDENTIFIED man who sparked a security alert by park-
ing his van near the White House and making threats about ig-
niting a “substance” has surrendered without incident to the po-
lice, officials said. The white, grey-haired man surrendered on
Wednesday after provoking a tense standoff with secret service
agents and police as Washington gears up security for President
George W, Bush’s inauguration on Thursday. A policeman at the
scene had earlier said the man had informed police he had a
“substance that he could ignite” inside the van.

AFP, Washington

. ,
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lelectidn, President George W
Bush consistently charged his

/Democratic challenger, Senator
J

\

ohn Kerry, with being a liberal
and out of tune with the majority
conservatism of the American
people. The election verdict re-
vealed that Bush as a conserva-
tive prevailed over a liberal Ke-
rry by a thin margin. It also hel-
ped Bush to consolidate his rule
by polling a majority of popular
votes, which eluded him in 2000.
It is an irony of history that in
2000 Bush could win, because
the US constitution was framed
as a liberal constitution with the
‘aim of limiting state power. This
is evident from the invention of
the electoral college for electing
the President and by equal
representation of all the states.
This arrangement may be good
for working out the details of a
negative federation but in spirit
it is anti-democratic. The conti-
nuation of a dual role of a head
of state and the head of govern-
ment in a single individual is also
a continuance of a medieval
practice of consolidation and not
of dispersal of power.

| Black and white

The anti-liberal tirade by Bush
is a logical continuation of his
oft-repeated quote of John Fos-
ter Dulles at the height of Cold
War that if one is not with him,
then one is against him. The
world for Dulles at least, in rhe-
toric, is black and white and with
no shades of grey. In such a
situation, respect for the views of
others or of dissenters is a taboo.
It is at odds with the entire libe-
ral tradition of the US, which is
exemplified by the Jeffersonian
phrase of life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness. It is also a
negation of a liberal Jefferson’s
hope that even if entire Europe
becomes authoritarian, the Re-
publican frame would be alive in
the US.

This conservative consolida-
tion of a Republican President
can best be understood in the
conduct of a bipartisan foreign
policy in the US after the shock
of 11 September. The US, which
has never suffered the costs of a
war or of massive devastation
because of its strategic geogra-
phic location and one reinforced
by the promulgation of the Mon-

The author teaches in the Department
of Political Science, University of
Delhi.

By SUBRATA MUKHERJEE

roe Doctrine in 1818 as “Ame-
rica for the Americans’ has been
able to insulate itself within a
framework of an isolationist
policy. It was helped by the fact
that, in the absence of a feudal
past, US politics always remai-
ned the politics of minor contra-

dictions with economic well-
being as being more important
than divisive political issues. It is
because of this that there has ne-
ver been a meaningful develop-
ment of a social democratic for-
mation, one which has created a
very different political culture in
Western Europe by marginali-
sing forces of extremes, both on
the Right and on the Left. The
continued existence of organisa-
tions like Ku Klux Khan and the
religious predominance in the
US politics has taken care of the
void created by the absence of a
social democratic intervention
and organised trade unions.

Sidney Verba and his asso-
ciates have found out that in the
US non-political institutions like
the family, school, institutional
affiliation of adult job and reli-
gious organisations add signifi-
cantly to the acquisition of poli-
tically relevant resources. Religi-
ous and church activities teach
ordinary people civic skills and
communication abilities and, in
inculcating these important poli-
tical attributes, religion plays a
crucial role.

Church and state

Verba categorically asserts
that despite the formal separa-
tion of the Church and the state,
religious organisations in the US
in general and the role of the
church in US politics in parti-

‘
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cular is very profound and long.
The clergy discusses political
matters from the pulpit and the
church provides the institutional
infrastructure for political mobi-
lisation. It is also important that
church officials take partisan
stands on important public

issues like abortion and gay or
lesbian rights

With a higher rate of church
attendance than Europe, religi-
on plays a distinctive role in
American politics. This was ta-
ken note of by Alexis de Tocqu-
veille in the early 19th century.
In the absence of organised tra-
de unions and think-tanks like
the British Fabian Society, the
church plays a vital role in guid-
ing and motivating citizen acti-
vity in politics. The role of Re-
verend Martin Luther King Jr, in
the civil rights movement is an
indication of the role of the
southern black church is well
known. Similarly, the white
fundamentalist Protestant Chur-
ch, which supports conservative
causes, played a decisive role in
Bush’s victory blunting the edges
of a more liberal and less reli-
gious though a Catholic John
Kerry. It is this efficient coordi-
nation of conservative church
networks with the help of the
modern media and commu-
nication techniques that allowed
Bush to win in a territorially and
often racially divided American
political set-up.

The sub-cultural isolation and
hostility helped consolidate the
power base of a President who is
busy protecting American inte-
rests in an adversarial anti-Ame-
rican culture abroad. Bush
emerged as a saviour of this

USH’S VICTORY

insulated parochial culture. This
feeling was 8o overwhelming
that the fact of going to war in
Iraq to find weapons of mass
destruction was forgotten and
the President was forgiven for
telling a lie. The mind of an ave-
rage American is convinced
about the uniqueness of the
American enterprise, its invinci-
bility and unchallenged leader-
ship and that tilted the scales in
Bush’s favour. This gulf in the
perception of an average Ameri-
can and that of the world at
large, including Western Euro-
pe, is so wide that had the entire
world voted, then Bush would
have lost by 2 to 1.

Popular vote

An analysis of the Bush victory
reveals he was elected with the
majority support by way of
popular vote. The last time a
President in the US was elected
with majority support by way of
popular vote was in 1988 when
George Bush Senior was elected
President. However, it is also a
fact that, despite this majority
support, Bush as a sitting Presi-
dent has won with the smallest
margin of victory, namely three
per cent in terms of the percen-
tage of the popular vote. Till
now, it was Woodrow Wilson as
a sitting President who had the
smallest margin, that of 3.2 per
cent. This conservative triumph
of Bush may be much more
short-lived than it appears now.
The close contest itself is astoun-
ding, as after 11 September,
Bush had a record support of 90
per cent putting him on par with
John F Kennedy’s popularity
after the Cuban missile crisis.
However, this overwhelming su-
pport plummeted to a mere 51
per cent, with the Democratic
challenger just three per cent
behind in the final election
result.

The rise of Bush is a new versi-
on of Reagan’s new right which
ran out of steam with the collap-
se of communism and also led to
the denial of George Bush his
second term, despite winning the
Gulf war then along with other .
coalition forces. Howevert, 11
September and the unexpected
turn of events since then gave a
Jease of life to a military solution .
and aided by race and religion
helped Bush achieve his victory.
The larger question, in the con-
text of US politics, is whether
this eclipse of liberalism is tran-
sient or permanent.



