Rich natlons didn't do

United Nations: A year o
disasters around the worl
sparked an unprecedented
outpouring of aid, but richer
nations still are not giving
enough money and material
to tackle lingering humani-
tarian crises, the UN human-
itarian chief said.

Jan Egeland said, for ex-
ample, that as many people
die in Congo every eight
months as in last year’s Indi-
an Ocean tsunami.

He also criticised political
leaders for failing to take ac-
tion to end the wars that cre-
ate humanitarian crises or
invest in disaster prevention
to mitigate the impact of
earthquakes, hurricanes and
floods.

The work of UN and other
relief workers in conflict-
wracked eastern Congo, in
the Darfur region of western
Sudan, and in northern
Uganda has become “an
alibi for lack of political and
security action,” the
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TWO FACES OF TRAGEDY: A New Orieans man on
entering his house after Katrina; a girl after the
Kashmir quake
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UN official said.

“We are a plaster on a
wound which is not healed,”
he lamented, “because
there’s no political action to
put an end to the wars, and
there’s too little also invested
in preventing natural disas-
ters.”

In a wideranging inter-
view on Friday, Egeland
looked back on the response
to the tsunami, devastating
hurricanes and monsoons,
drought and near famine in
Africa, and the recent South
Asian earthquake.

“This has been really a
year of disasters, a year of
suffering, but it’s also been a
year of compassion and soli-
darity like probably no other
year,” he said. “The tsunami
was world record in concrete
solid compassion. We’ve nev-
er been as generous—ever—
as a world. We feared it would
take away from other emer-
gencies and we can now safe-
ly say it did not.” a»
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"Hunger kills 6 million

-5

7%
Rome: Hunger and malnutrition are
killing nearly six million children a
year, and more people are malnour-
ished in sub-Saharan Africa this
decade than in the 1990s, accordingto a
UN report released on Tuesday.

Many of the children—the figure
roughly equals the whole pre-school
population of a large country such as
Japan—die from diseases that are
treatable, including diarrhea, pneumo-
nia, malaria and measles, said the re-
port by the Rome-based UN Food and
Agriculture Organisation.

In Sub-Saharan Africa, the number
of malnourished people grew to 203.5
million people in 2000-2002 from 170.4
million 10 years earlier, the report
states, noting that hunger and malnu-
trition are among the main causes of
poverty, illiteracy, disease and deaths
in developing countries.

The UN food agency warned that the
goal of reducing the number of the
world’s hungry by half by the year
2015, set by the World Food Summit in
1996 and reinforced by the Millennium
Development Goals in 2000, remains
distant, but still attainable.

“If each of the developing regions
continues to reduce hunger at the cur-
rent pace, only South America and the
Caribbean will reach the Millennium
Development Goal target,” Jacques
Diouf, the agency’s director-general,
wrote in the report, the agency’s annu-
al update on world hunger.

The food agency said the Asia-Pacif-
ic region also has a good chance of
reaching the targets “if it can acceler-
ate progress slightly over the next few
years.” FAO estimated last year that
about 850 million people worldwide
were undernourished during the 2000-
2002 period. However, this year’s report
does not provide an update on the num-
ber of hungry people.

New estimates will be released next
year, the report said. “Most, if not all
of the ... targets can be reached, but
only if efforts are redoubled and refo-
cused,” Diouf said. “To bring the num-

children a year: UN

Diseases such as AIDS, malaria and
tuberculosis, which kill more than six
million people a year, hit the hungry
and poor the hardest, according
to the finding of the report

ber of hungry people down, priority
must be given to rural areas and to
agriculture as the mainstay of rural
livelihoods.”

The report states that providing chil-
dren with adequate food is crucial for
breaking the cycle of hunger and
poverty, and ways to combat hunger in-
clude economic growth, investing in
agriculture, political stability peace,
better education for children and im-
proving the situation of women. Wars
also disrupt agricultural production
and access to food.

Having proper infrastructure in ru-
ral regions—for instance good roads—
also is key to fighting the scourge of
hunger, the FAQ said.

Diseases such as AIDS, malaria and
tuberculosis, which kill more than six
million people a year, hit the hungry
and poor the hardest, according to the
report’s findings. Millions of families
are pushed deeper into poverty and
hunger by the illness and death of
breadwinners, the cost of health care,
paying for funerals and support of
orphans. Reuters
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IAEA REFERRAL I West willing to revive nuclear talks to disﬁlss Russian proposal

EU, US defer UN action on Iran

" LOUIS CHARBONNEAU
& MARK HEINRICH
VIENNA,NOVEMBER 22

UROPEAN
Union powers are
willing to revive
nuclear talks with
Iran to discuss a Russian pro-
posal aimed at defusinganim-
passe over what the West be-
lieves is an Iranian atomic
bomb programme, diplomats
said on Tuesday. following
Monday’s announcement that

halting work at Isfahan.

“We will probably come
back to this issue after the
IAEA board meeting,” the
diplomat said, referring to
Thursday’s meeting of the In-
ternational Atomic Energy
Agency’s board of governors.

No official comment was
available from Tehran. But
EU officials said Iran would
probably react positively.

On Monday, EU and US
officials said they would not
push the IAEAs 35-nation

EU and US envoyswouldnot  board to refer Iran this week
pushimmediatelytoreferIran  to the UN Security Council for
to the UN Security Council. possible sanctions, as the
Under Russian President Western powers had previ-
Vladimir Putin’s proposal, ouslythreatened to do. The of-
Iran would be allowed to con-  ficials cited a desire to allow
tinue converting __, Iran more time
uranium ore but Dlplomats say ,the to think about
would shipitto  ElUsis prepared the - Russian
Russia for en- plan.
richment, a sys- to resume Last week,
tem which, in dialogue with  US. President
theory, would ey George W
prevent  Iran Tehran even if it Bush said he
from producing does not reinstate backed Putin’s
weapons-grade a suspenswn of initiative to end
uranium. . the standoff in
“We are con- uranium the EU3's drive
sidering a meet- processing at to  persuade
ing in December Isfah Iran to abandon
in Vienna. The Siahan the most sensi-
Iranians would A——— tive parts of the
have to say they want to meet  nuclear fuel cycle.

and talk about the Russian
proposal,” a diplomat from
the so-called EU3—France,
Britain and Germany—said
on condition of anonymity.
He said the EU3 were pre-
pared to make a major conces-
sion in the interest of resuming
dialogue with - Iran—they
would be willing to meet even if
Tehran did not reinstate a sus-
pension of uranium processing
activities atits Isfahan plant.
The trio had made this a
condition of restarting talks,
but Tehran has so far ruled out

The proposal would allow
Iran to continue converting
uranium ore'into gas at Isfa-
han if the most critical stage of
nuclear fuel production —
uranium enrichment—was
transferred to Russia as part of
a joint venture. In exchange,
Iran would get economic and
political benefits. Iran has not
formally rejected the Russian
idea but has stressed repeat-
edly that it aims to enrich ura-
nium domestically, calling this
a sovereign right it would
neverrenounce. —Reuters

Iraq s Talabani goes to Iran for

w- 2, history-making visit

iran’s President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad (right) and Iraql President Jalal Talabani at a
press briefing in Tehran. Reuters

ALIREZA RONAGHI

TEHRAN, NOVEMBER 22

JALAL TALABANI, the first Iraqi
president to visit Iran for nearly four
decades, received assurances on Monday
that Tehran supported its neighbour’s
transition to democracy.

Shi’ite Muslim Iran has repeatedly been
accused of meddling in post-war Iraq, with
Western and Iraqi officials charging Iran
with allowing weapons and insurgents to
cross its borders.

But Iran’s President Mahmoud Ah- |

madinejad said such accusations were un-
founded and voiced by those who did not
want better ties between Baghdad and
Tehran, who fought each other to a stand-
stillin a 1980-1988 war.

“Such accusations will definitely not af-
fect the expansion of relations between
Iran and Iraq,” he told reporters after a
meeting with Talabani. “A popular, inde-
pendent and developed Iraq will be the
best friend of the Iranian nation.”

Talabani, who will meet Iran’s foreign min-
ister and top security official on Tuesday, said
his visit was aimed at strengthening political
and commercial ties. “We are sure that we
will enjoy the Iranian government’s coopera-
tion in our struggle against terrorism,” said
Talabani, accompanied by National Security
Adviser Mowaffaq al-Rubaie.

Although Iranian and Iraqi officials were
likely to hold cordial discussions on intelli-
gence and security cooperation and efforts
to stop insurgents and weapons from cross-
ing their border, discussions will touch on
sensitive security subjects, an adviser to
Rubaie said on Monday. “This issue will be
raised in talks. Dr Rubaie has been very
candid in previous talks on the supply of
weapons to militias,” said the adviser who
asked not to be named.

Iran’s influence in former war-foe Iraq is
one of the most volatile issues fuelling sec-
tarian tensions between Sunni Arabs once
dominant under Saddam Hussein and
long-oppressed Shi'ites empowered after
January elections. —Reuters
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US, UN on collision course

Showdown To Decide If General Assembly Or Secretary-General Rules

AW By Warren Hoge L\
v Y * Y
United Nations: A growing dispute
over the future division of authority
at the United Nations (UN) has
prompted showdown talk among
diplomats and a warning from
American ambassador to the UN
John R Bolton that the United

States may look elsewhere to settle

international problems.

What is at issue is how manage-
ment reform proposals—which
would broaden the power of the sec-
retary general’s office—are being
pressed assertively by Bolton and
aggravating tensions between the
191-member General Assembly and
the office of the secretary-general.
“It looks like it could be a real train
wreck,” said Edward Luck, a for-
mer president of the United Nations
Association of the United States.
“It’s a basic clash over who’s in
charge: is it the General Assembly
or is it the secretary-general?”

“This is serious stuff,” said UN
Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s
chief of staff Mark Malloch Brown.
“I think in many ways it is setting

FACE-OFF

the outcome of whether the United
Nations matters or not in 10 years’
time.” Bolton has identified the sub-
ject as the priority of US policy at
the UN.

Distrust has deepened because
many nations believe the secretary-
general’s office has been tacking too
close to the US in its effort to repair
relations with Washington that
were damaged over the war in Iraq
and the sca ndal-ridden oil-for-food
programme. “One gets the impres-
sion that other countries are suspi-

cious that the secretary-general
and his aides are really puppets be-
ing manipulated by Washington,”
Luck said.

Annan scheduled an emergency
meeting for Monday with the coali-
tion of developing nations known as
the Group of 77, which now has 132
members and is protesting recom-
mended changes that it believes
would usurp the power of the Gen-
eral Assembly. “They want us to be
like an advisory board that is sitting
looking into the air and giving ad-
vice and then the secretary-general
is going to decide whatever he is go-
ing to do,” said Maged Abdelaziz,
Egyptian ambassador to the UN.

Bolton has raised the stakes in the
debate with off-premises statements
saying that if thwarted, the US
would snub the UN and pursue its
interests in other international fo-
rums. In a speech last Monday at
Wingate University in North Caroli-
na, Bolton 'said, “Being practical,
Americans say that either we need
to fix the institution or we’ll turn to
some other mechanism to solve in-
ternational problems.” vt News service

22 Nov 2005



Talk of showdown

at the U.N.
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The U.S. Ambassador’s reform proposals a

aggravating tensions.

Warren Hoge

GROWING dispute over the future

division of authority at the United
Nations has prompted showdown talk
among diplomats and a warning from
John R. Bolton, the American Ambassa-
dor, that the United States may look
elsewhere to settle international prob-
lems.

What is at issue is how management
reform proposals that would broaden
the power of the Secretary-General’s of-
fice are being pressed assertively by Mr.
Bolton and aggravating tensions be-
tween the 191-member General Assemb-
ly, with its entrenched bureaucracy, and
the office of the secretary-general.

The clash is being seen in crisis terms
in the 38th-floor offices of Secretary-
General Kofi Annan. “This is serious
stuff,” said Mark Malloch Brown, An-
nan’s chief of staff. “I think in many ways
it is setting the outcome of whether the
United Nations matters or not in 10
years’ time.”

Distrust has deepened in the current
debate over reform because many na-
tions believe that the secretary-general’s
office has been tacking too close to the
United States in its effort to repair rela-
tions with Washington that were dam-
aged over the war in Iraq and the
scandal-ridden oil-for-food programme.

Mr. Annan, returning to headquarters
after a10-day trip to the Middle East and
Pakistan, has scheduled an emergency
meeting for Monday with the coalition
of developing nations known as the
Group of 77, which now has 132 mem-
bers and is protesting a series of recom-
mended changes that it believes are
usurping the power of the General As-
sembly.

“They want us to be like an advisory
board that is sitting looking into the air
and giving advice and then the secretary-
general is going to decide whatever he is
going to do,” said Maged Abdelaziz, the
Egyptian Ambassador.

He said member states questioned the
motives of Mr. Bolton, who has a well-
known history of disdain toward the
United Nations. “When Bolton came, he
presented 400 proposals,” Mr. Abdelaziz
said. “Let him present 1,700 proposals;
we’re capable of discussing them.”

Among the proposed changes would
be the creation of ethics and oversight
offices answerable to the secretary-gen-
eral and an insistence that the biennial
budget to be approved next month antic-
ipates the costs of new offices proposed
as part of the reform package, like a Hu-

THE HirCL

man Rights Council and a Peacebuilding
Commission.

Stafford Neil, Ambassador of Jamaica
and chairman of the Group of 77, com-
plained in a letter to Jan Eliasson, presi-
dent of the General Assembly, that the
reform proposals were not being consid-
ered “in accordance with existing rules
and procedures.”

George J. Mitchell, the former Senate
majority leader and co-chairman of the
Task Force on the United Nations,
which was created by Congress, said he
had encountered objections to Ameri-
can sponsorship of the reforms and had
tried to combat them.

Mr. Malloch Brown said politics was
trumping serious consideration of need-
ed management changes. “The secreta-
ry-general really wants to be a real
reformer; it’s in our interest to make this
place run better,” he said. “But it’s im-
possible to have that discussion at the
moment because instead of talking
about what is appropriate reform, every-
one is talking about what is the agenda
behind the reform.”

Mr. Bolton has raised the stakes in the
debate with off-premises statements
saying that if thwarted, the United
States would snub the United Nations
and pursue its interests in other interna-
tional forums. In a Jesse Helms Lecture
Series speech last Monday at Wingate
University in Wingate, N.C., Bolton said,
“Being practical, Americans say that ei-
ther we need to fix the institution or
we’ll turn to some other mechanism to
solve international problems.”

An article from The Sunday Telegraph
in Britain in circulation among diplo-
mats reports that Mr. Bolton told guests
at a private dinner in New York: “In the
bubble on First Avenue, Volcker is just
ignored. I talk about it, but it’s a solitary
conversation.” The reference was to the
investigation led by Paul A. Volcker that
highlighted corruption and mismanage-
ment in the oil-for-food programme.

The newspaper also said that when
asked by its reporter what he enjoyed
most at the United Nations, Mr. Bolton
replied, “It’s a target-rich environment.”

William H. Luers, the current presi-
dent of the U.N. Association of the Unit-
ed States, offered a dark assessment of
the current clash. “I think that thereisa
morning-after effect that’s resulted in
polarization between the U.S. on the one
hand and the Group of 77 on the other,”
he said. “This is a time for diplomacy,
and we don’t have the diplomatic capac-
ity to do it.” —New York Times News
Service
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‘US asks UN
to help v

preserve ' .

Volcker data

S. Rajagopalan
Washington, November 17

v

AS A question mark hangs over the
future of the thousands of docu-
ments collected by the Paul Volcker
committee on the Iraq oil-for-food
scam, the United States has urged
the United Nations to intervene and
preserve the entire data for follow-
up action by different countries.

Uncertainties about preservation
of the documents and access to
them have come to the fore because-
no decisions have yet been taken on
dealing with the two issues after the
expiry of the committee’s extended
tenure on December 31.

Several countries, including In-
dia, are beginning to knock on the
doors of the Volcker panel for docu-
ments dealing with individuals and
entities who have been named as
beneficiaries in the scam.

Indian representative Virendra
Dayal, slated to arrive in New York
on Thursday, will be meeting Volck-
er in a bid to get details about trans-
actions allegedly involving Indian
individuals and companies.

Amid mounting concerns about
the preservation of data beyond De-
cember 31, a statement from the
Volcker panel said arrangements
would be made with the UN “for the
appropriate and orderly availabili-
ty and disposition of committee
materials”. But there was no defin-
itive pronouncement from the UN
itself. UN’s deputy spokeswoman
Marie Okabe said the UN’s legal de-
partment, the Volcker committee
and Iraqi authorities were continu-
ing discussions on the future of
documentation.

The committee’s original deci-
sion was to revert the documents to
their original sources. The bulk of
it had come from the Iraqi govern-
ment. Documents had also been se-
cured from entities and sources in
other countries.
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Ready to help Delhi with Volcker details: UN

LALIT K JHA

UNITED NATIONS, November 8 The UN has said it's willing to cooperate with
national authorities, including the Indian government, if they wanted to
undertake further investigations into the Volcker Committee report.

Farhan Haq, spokesman, office of UN Secretary General, told The Indian
Express that if necessary, the UN and the Volcker panel were willing to “take
action” against any corporations or individuals under their jurisdiction.

A spokesman of the Permanent Mission of India to the UN, said the
Ambassador, Nirupam Sen, is in constant touch with offices of Secretary
General and Volcker Committee on the issue. Sen has sought an appointment
with Paul Volcker, who is chairman of the Independent Inquiry Committee into
the Qil for Food Program:.

However, Haq said that the UN and Volcker Committee were unlikely to share
any information to any “private association” or a “political party” about the
findings of the independent inquiry into the Oil for Food programme.

URL: http://www.indianexpress.com/full_story.php?content id=81657
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New York: Welcoming the Congress’
decision to send him a legal notice
over naming external affairs minis-
ter Natwar Singh as a beneficiary of
Iraq’s oil-for-food programme, Paul
Volcker, the head of the inquiry com-
mittee looking into the UN’s tainted
programme, on Friday said what was
said in his report was based on infor-
mation found in Iraqi records.

“They (Congress) are welcome
to send a legal notice. The UN has
certain privileges and immunities.
‘We also have the analysis, but in some
cases we certainly listed the informa-
tion indicated from Iraqi records,”
said the author of the report, adding,
“We didn’t say what is right or wrong.
We only said what was there in
the Iragi records, whether there
was denial or acceptance.. if
there was something in between or
no answers.”

The Congress on Thursday decided
to issue a comprehensive legal notice
to the UN and the Volcker committee
demanding full disclosure of the ma-
terial on the basis of which the probe
panel had reached the “unverified
conclusion” that the party was a ben-
eficiary in the scam.

Dismissing Natwar’s claim that he
was not asked for his comments on the
report, Volcker claimed that all those
mentioned in it had been notified and
given a chance to clarify on the con-
tents about them. “I came to know yes-
terday that Natwar Singh is the for-
eign minister,” he said at a function on
UN reforms. Claiming that everyone
named in the report was given a

says

it's Al On Record: Volcker

chance to clarify, he said, “We have in-
dicated carefully that everybody was
notified that they are going to be listed
and we also indicated what their re-
sponse was, if any, If the response was
that of denial we listed it and if the re-
sponse was yes—as in a few cases—we
listed it. Many got no response, many
were in between—like if we did it we
didn’t realise we were doing it. It was
a rather common response.” The re-
port has mentioned Natwar as a “non
contractual” beneficiary in the scam.
The document alleges that $1.8 billion
in bribes and surcharges were paid to
the Saddam regime.

Volcker, who sdid 2,500 companies
and individuals had been listed in
the report, has consistently denied
that there is a culture of corruption
in the UN, saying he found only limit-
ed corruption. He has also declined
to blame secretary-general Kofi An-
nan, arguing that it was a “systemic
problem”. Agencies

ngress can sue

Volcker
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Cong core

group meets to
devise strategy

New Delhi: Hectic consulta-
tions continued at the highest
level in the government on
Friday in a bid to find a way
out of the raging political row
triggered by the UN probe re-
port on Iraqi oil payoffs amidst
speculation that an informal
probe may be launched to get
to the truth of the matter.
With the BJP gunning for
Natwar Singh and demanding
a criminal case against him, a
core group.of the Congress
comprising Sonia Gandhi, PM
Manmohan Singh, Natwar and

defence minister Pranab
Mukherjee met at the PM’s res-
idence on Friday.

Against the background of
the PM’s offer to get to the root
of the matter and establish the
truth, the group reportedly dis-
cussed the nature of the probe
that could be instituted.
Sources said the legal implica-
tions of a probe and its modal-
ities were considered.

Meanwhile, Natwar on Fri-
day received support from the
CPI, which said there was no
reason for him to resign. agences

<D

~D
<



[ran allows inspection of N-sites

ASSOCIATED Press
Vienna, November 2

IRAN HAS granted UN nuclear inspectors
new access to a high-security military site
as part of its efforts to avoid referral to the
Security Council, diplomats said on
Wednesday. :

Experts of the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) had been allowed to re-
visit Parchin to try to establish whether
Tehran had a secret nuclear weapons pro-
gramme, the diplomats said. Parchin has
been linked by the US and other nations to
alleged experiments linked to nuclear arms.

The IAEA had for months been trying to
follow up on a visit in January for further
checks on buildings and areas within the
sprawling military complex and look for
traces of radioactivity.

That visit, which was closely controlled
by authorities, revealed no such traces.

But one of the diplomats, requested
anonymity because he was not authorised
to talk to the media about the investigation,
said that over the past few days IAEA in-
spectors had “gained access to buildings”
previously out of bounds to them.

The diplomat, who is close to the agency,
said environmental swipes had been taken
from objects in the buildings and would be
analysed at JAEA laboratories.

If those swipes reveal minute amounts of
radioactivity, they would strengthen suspi-
cions of nuclear-related work at Parchin.

Because Parchin is run by the'country’s
armed forces, such a discovery would weak-
en Iran’s arguments that its nuclear pro-
grams are strictly non-military. That, in
turn, would strengthen demands that
Tehran be referred to the UN Security
Council for breaching the Nuclear Non-pro-
liferation Treaty as early as November 24,
when. the IAEA’s 35-nation beard of gover-
nors has scheduled its next meeting. The
swipe results are expected before then.

In leaks to media last year, US intelligence
officials said a specially secured site on the
Parchin complex, about 20 miles southeast

/,/ BN

'
HOS S t

Now, Australian
PM sounds
terror alert

AGENCIES
Canberra, November 2

AUSTRALIAN AUTHORITIES have received specific
intelligence that terrorists are planning an attack on
the country, Prime Minister John Howard said on Wed-
nesday, calling on lawmakers to increase the powers of
Australia’s intelligence agencies.

Howard refused to give details of the threat, saying

he did not want to jeop-
ardise counter-terror .
operations, but he Al-Qaida man fled
introduced a minor jajl, confirms us
amendment to counter-
terrorism laws in the SECURITY HAS been tight-
House of Repre- ened at the US military
sentatives on Wednes- prison in Afghanistan fol-
day. “The reason for this lowing the escape of a
amendment is that the suspected al-Qaida leader,
a US official said on

government has recei-
ved specific intelligence Wednesday, as Indonesian
terror officials accused

and police information
Washington of failing to

this week which gives
cause for serious con- inform them of the break-
out. Omar al-Farougq, born

cern about a potential
terrorist threat,” How- in Kuwait to Iraqi parents,
was considered one of

ard said at a nationally
Osama bin Laden’s top

televised news confer- ,
ence in Canberra. “We lieutendnts in Southeast
Asia until Indonesian au-

have seen material; it is
a cause of concern; we thorities captured him.
AR Kabul

have been given advice
that if this amendment
is enacted as soon as
possible, the capacity of the authorities to respond will
be strengthened,” he added. There has never been a
major terror attack here but the country’s citizens and
diplomatic outposts have been hit repeatediy.

AP of Tehran, was probably used in research on
A woman passes by a painting of the Ayatollah Khomeini to mark the 26th anniversary of the seizure of the N-arms, specifically in making high-explo-
US Embassy by students, in Tehran on Wednesday. fran will allow the UN to inspect its nuclear facilities. sive components for use in weapons.
(
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"U.N. calls for

food aid 1%

¥

to Africa o

GENEVA: The UN. food
agency has launched arare
appeal to oil-rich nations
to fill a $157-million gap in
food supplies that is
threatening nearly 10 mil-
lion persons in southern
Africa countries.

“No funds have yet been
pledged by the oil-rich
states to our current re-
gional appeal, even though
oil prices have been reac-
hing record highs for most
of this year,” said World
Food Programme regional
director for southern Afri-
ca Mike Sackett.

Mr. Sackett said the
WEFP had started lobbying
for more funding from
Gulf states through a new
office in Dubai. “They have
given assistance in the past
to southern Africa, we
would very much like to
see them become major
donors,” he added.

Some 9.7 million per-
sons in Lesotho, Malawi,
Mozambique, Swaziland,
Zambia and Zimbabwe are
in urgent need of food aid
to tide them over until the
next harvests in April
2006, the WFP said.

Unless the funding
shortfall is covered, many
people will not receive
help in time, Mr. Sackett
said. The region, once re-
garded as the breadbasket
of the continent, is endur-
ing its fourth consecutive
year of food shortages and
failed crops, partly due to
drought.

Top donors so far in-

clude the U.S. ($115 mil- |

lion), European Union
countries ($64 million),
the neighbouring Malawi
($13 million) and Japan
($11.8 million). — AFP
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U.N. Adopts Modest

Goals on Reforms and
Poverty
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UNITED NATIONS, “

Sept. 13 - The General Assembly
unanimously approved a scaled-down
statement of goals on Tuesday that
Secretary General Kofi Annan said would
still give world leaders gathering
Wednesday a basis for recommendations to
reform the organization and combat

poverty.

Loud cheers from the delegates, however,
could not disguise widespread
disappointment at the weakening of the 35-
page document.

When Mr. Annan first proposed the
statement, it represented an ambitious
blueprint for trying to balance the concerns
of great powers over security, human rights
and management efficiency with the
developing world's needs for increased
assistance and measures to cut poverty. In
the end, virtually every section underwent
severe cutbacks.

"Obviously, we didn't get everything we

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/09/1 4/international/14nations.html?hp&ex=1126756800&e... 9/14/2005



U.N. Adopts Modest Goals on Reforms and Poverty - New York Times

wanted," Mr. Annan said. "With 191
member states, it's not easy to get an
agreement. But we can build on it." He
noted that it represented progress in setting
up a human rights council to replace the
discredited Human Rights Commission and
a new peace-building commission. He also
singled out language on how to fight
terrorism and establish means for
international intervention when countries
failed to protect their citizens from
genocide.

He complained pointedly, however, about
the elimination in the final version of
language covering nuclear nonproliferation
and disarmament, labeling the exclusion a
"disgrace" at a time when the world feared a
spread of unconventional weapons.

John R. Bolton, the American ambassador,
said the United States was satisfied with the
outcome, which he said matched the limited
hopes he had had for the document.

"It would be wrong to claim more than is
realistic and accurate about what these
reforms are," he said. "They represent steps
forward, but this is not the alpha and
omega, and we never thought it would be."

The General Assembly vote ended three
weeks of tense talks at which regional
rivalries and national ambitions succeeded
in scuttling attempts by a majority of
nations to act in the broader United Nations
interest. The continuing debate exposed in
high profile the kind of indecisiveness that
the document was supposed to address.

"There were governments that were not
willing to make the concessions necessary,"
Mr. Annan said. "There were spoilers also

Page 2 of 4
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USto go slow on nuke deal

S. Rajagopalan
Washington, October 27

THE INDO-US N-deal appears to
have hit rough turf on Capitol Hill
for the time being with senior law-
makers pulling up the administra-
tion for presuming that a congres-
sional nod is “virtually guaran-
teed”. And non-proliferation ex-
perts, on their part, want India to be
subjected to new conditions.

Indicating that they were in no
hurry to reach a decision, the law-
makers have asked secretary of
state Condoleezza Rice for a sub-
stantive discussion on the larger im-
plications of the legal changes need-
ed to give effect to the deal.

Henry Hyde, chairman of the
House International Relations Com-
mittee, said on Wednesday it would
be “grossly irresponsible for this
committee and for Congress, as a
whole, to act with unnecessary haste
regarding a subject which can bear
no false steps”.

%\\0

# Senior US lawmakers pulled up
the administration for presuming
that a congressional nod is ‘virtu-
ally guaranteed’

# Non-proliferation experts, too,
want India to be subjected to
new conditions

# The lawmakers asked Condoleezza
Rice for a discussion on the larger
implications of the legal changes
needed to give effect to the deal

Hyde’s comments came following
under-secretary of state Nicholas
Burns’s recent statements, exuding

confidence that Congress would ap-
prove the deal by the time President
Bush visited India in early-2006. “I
don’t understand how these state-
ments could be made with Congress
having yet to be fully consulted”,
Hyde said.

He also faulted the administra-
tion for not taking the Congress into
confidence on the nitty-gritty of the
deal and the necessary legal cha-
nges. As he put it, the situation is
“both strange and unusual in that
the Indian authorities know more
about this important proposal than

- we in Congress”.

At a hearing, chaired by Hyde,
four of five non-proliferation spe-
cialists urged Congress to go slow on
the “risky” deal and mooted India’s
acceptance of new obligations for its
clearance. One condition they.are
pushing for is that India should give
up production of fissile material for
nuclear weapons. It was a mixed
message coming out of the lawmak-
ers, themselves.

Civilian N-tech tops agenda

PRESS Trust of India
Moscow, October 27

AHEAD OF his summit meeting
with Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin on Thursday said the
relations between Russia and In-
dia were “unprecedentedly high”
and both countries have a contin-
uous political dialogue.

Receiving external affairs min-
ister K. Natwar Singh at his resi-
dence outside Moscow, Putin said
Prime Minister Manmohan Sin-
gh’s forthcoming visit to Russia
would be the biggest event of the

year in bilateral relations.

Putin welcomed India’s partici-
pation in the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO). India is
one of the four observer nations at
the SCO.

He expressed the hope that Nat-
war Singh’s talks in Moscow
would prepare the ground for the
Indo-Russia summit later this
year.

Conveying the greetings from
President APJ Abdul Kalam and
the Prime Minister, Natwar told
Putin that he had a very wide-ran-
ge of talks with Russian deputy
foreign minister Alexander Zhu-

kov on development of economic
ties and bilateral trade.

“We have unanimity on all is-
sues which we discussed with.
Zhukov”, Singh said.

One of the major issues to be
discussed would be amendment of
Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG)
guidelines to enable India get
civilian nuclear technology.

During Prime Minister Singh’s
Russia visit in May, Putin had as-
sured Moscow’s willingness to co-

-operate with India in building

more nuclear power units at Ku-
dankulam if the NSG guidelines
were amended.
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Wilma barrels across Florida, Cuba

I dead in US m Ol prices drop in Europe m Storm cuts off Havana coastal

A jaded Key West
stays put at home

[ 4
ASSOCIATED Press
Naples (Florida), October 24

HURRICANE WILMA crashed
ashore early Monday as a strong
Category 3 storm, battering
southern Florida with tornados,
125 mph winds that shook even
the sturdiest buildings and
pounding waves that flooded
parts of this area and Key West.
At least one death and a few in-
juries were blamed on the storm
and up to 2.5 million homes and
businesses lost power. In Cuba,
the ocean spread up to four
blocks inland in Havana, inun-
dating streets and buildings with
water up to three feet deep. Six
people were injured after five tor-
nadoes touched down in Cuba’s
Pinar del Rio province. The capi-
tal’s coastal highway was flooded.

By 11 a.m., the storm’s top sus-
tained winds had dropped to 105
mph, making it a Category 2
storm. But forecasters said
winds could be a category
stronger in high-rise buildings
like those that line Florida’s
coasts. It was moving northeast
at about 25 mph. By later in the
day, Florida’s eighth hurricane
in 15 months was expected speed
away from the state into the
ocean.

A man in the Fort Lauderdale
suburb of Coral Springs died
when a tree fell on him, Broward
County spokesman Carl Fowler
said. He had no other details.

Trees were down all over the
place, fences were demolished,
many roofs also fared poorly and
signs, trees and power lines lit-
tered the sireets.

Governor Jeb Bush said 4,000
utility workers were ready to re-
pair the power outages once the
winds died down. Electricity was
lost in the Keys, Miami, Fort
Lauderdale and even into central
Florida. Nearly 33,100 Floridians
hunkered down in dozens of
shelters across the state’s south-
ern half.

County officials said more
than 90 per cent of year-round
Keys residents failed to heed
evacuation warnings and were
riding Wilma out at home. Now
with 35 per cent of the city being
flooded and experiencing sus-
tained winds of 60mph - with
gusts of 76 mph - fleeing was im-
possible.

“As the storm passes, our
number one priority is saving
lives and restoring security,”
Bush said in Tallahassee. “The
Florida National Guard is on the
move, more than 3,000 soldiers
and airmen are mobilized and
another 3,000 are on alert.”

President George W Bush
signed a disaster declaration for
hurricane-damaged areas and
promised swift action to help the
victims. "We have prepositioned
food, medicine, communications
equipment, urban search- and-
rescue teams," he said. "We will
work closely with local and state
authorities to respond to this
hurricane."

Forecasters said the low-lying
Florida Keys could experience a
storm surge of 9 feet, with an 18-
foot surge possible along parts of
the state’s southwest corner.
Rainfall of 4 to 6 inches was ex-
pected, with up to 10 inches in
some areas.

The Kennedy Space Center in
Cape Canaveral was shut down
and employees were told to stay
home on Monday. NASA said it

Florlda
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Chatley
Landfall: Aug 13, Cayp Costa
fatalities: 35
Name: Frances
Landfall: Sept 5, Sewall’s Point
Fataliies: 40
Name: fvan
Landfall: Sept 16, Gulf Shores, Ala
Fatalities: 29
Name: Jeanne
Landfall: Sept. 26, Hutchinson
istand
Fatalities: - 19
>2ﬂﬁ5
Denms
l.andiaﬂ: .Iuly 10, hetween
Navarre Beach and
+  Pensacola Beach
Fatalities: 12
Name: Katrina
Landfall: - Aug. 25, between
' Hallandale Beach and
-North Miami Beach
Fatalities: 14
Name: Rita
Eye passed south of Keys Sept. 20
Fatalities: . No deaths reported in
Florida.
Name: Wilma
Landfall: Oct, 24, Cape Romano

had also closed the payload bay
doors of the shuttles Discovery,
Endeavour and Atlantis and
placed the New Horizons space-
craft, which will blast off in a
mission to Pluto next year, in a
protective canister.

Havana
Rescuers in inflatable rafts and
amphibious vehicles pulled

nearly 250 people from flooded
homes in Havana on Monday af-
ter huge waves churned by Hur-
ricane Wilma flooded the capi-
tal’s coastal highway and adja-
cent neighbourhoods of old,
crumbling buildings.

The government shut off elec-
tricity throughout the capital and
across the island’s west — a stan-
dard safety precaution — as high
winds howled across the island.
President Fidel Castro appeared
on television to calm Cubans.

The Malecon road along the
seafront was submerged, and
storm waters were reported to
have reached nearby neighbour-
hoods. Cuban authorities said
water had reached as far as half
a mile into southern coastal
communities.

Wilma is reported to have
caused eight deaths in Mexico,
with 13 having died in Jamaica
and Haiti. Four bodies were
found off the Mexican island of
Cozumel.

In Europe, crude oil slipped
below $60 as traders expected
Wilma to avoid already battered
Gulf of Mexico oil production
installations.

REUTERS
An American flag ripped by gusty winds accompanying Hurricane Wilma in Key West on Monday. (Below left)
A huge wave lashes Havana’s Malecon seafront and (right) a Key West resident stands atop his flooded truck.

Broward, Palm Beach, Collier,

ASSOCIATED Press
Key West, October 24

“WE'RE NOT New Orleans,”
says Elaine Chinnis haughtily, as
she walks her dogs along Key
West’s Duval Street, refusing to
evacuate just a few hours before
Wilma was expected to wash
ashore. Despite the memory of
Hurricane Katrina, at least 90
per cent of residents along the
Florida Keys refused to evacuate
as Hurricane Wilma swirled to-
ward the state.

The people here are not only
hurricane weary - they’ve dealt
with four this year alone — they
believe they’re also hurricane
savvy. They insist they’re not be-
ing cavalier, just not afraid of a
hurricane that wasn’t expected
to make a direct hit on Key West.

“It seems like we know more
than the weather people. They
seem to over-exaggerate every-
thing,” Chinnis said.

Residents complain of a cry-
wolf effect. People here have
been ordered out before, and re-
turned to find minimal damage -
which is probably why so few left
this time. Officials hate the atti-
tude. A storm surge of up to 17
feet - enough to cause devastat-
ing flooding - was possible, ac-
cording to forecasters. And hos-
pitals were closed, meaning
emergency situations could be
even more dire.

“I cannot emphasise enough
to the folks that live in the Flori-
da Keys: A hurricane is coming,”
an exasperated Goverhor Jeb
Bush said on Sunday before it be-
came too late to flee. “Perhaps
people are saying, ‘I'm going to
hunker down.’ They shouldn’t do
that. They should evacuate.”

Officials say they’re the ones
who will be criticised if the
storm comes ashore bigger than
expected, or takes a last-minute
turn and goes where it wasn't ex-
pected, as Hurricane Charley did
last year in southwest Florida.

City commissioner Dan Kol-
hage said he was worried but
Wilma just didn’t seem to be
strong enough to scare people
out. “A lot of it has to do with the
size, the category,” Kolhage said.
“The break point seems to be
Category 3.” Late Sunday, that’s
exactly what Wilma became.

Okeechobee, Polk and Glades counties

closed.

factfile

duty.

M Some 3,100 National Guard soldiers on

m State emergency officials said 200 tractor-

| Wilma made landfall as a Category 3 storm at 6:30
a.m. near Cape Romano on the southwest Gulf
Coast

W More than 22,600 people in shelters across Florida

M Florida Keys airports and hospitals closed; bridges
locked down.

trailers of ice and 225 of water ready to be
deployed. Truckloads of tarps and ready-
to-eat meals were being assembled.

W Search and rescue teams on standby for
deployment from Tampa Bay, Orlando,
Jacksonville and Daytona Beach. Two

Federal Emergency Management Agency

B Schools in Monroe, Broward, Miami-Dade,

incident support teams on duty.

Crackdown
on looters
i Cancun

AFP

Navy officers guard a hotel in
Cancun on Monday.

CANCUN’S SUGAR-WHITE-
beaches revealed resorts in ru-
ins, lashed by Wilma and ripped
threadbare by people desperate
after a two-day beating by the
hurricane.

On Monday, police sought to
clamp down on looters by shoot-
ing in the air to scare them away
and quickly evacuated more
than 30 tourists from a down-
town area overrun by peoplé
raiding stores. Military officials
and police stood guard outside
many businesses -and set up
checkpoints to seize looted
goods. Dozens were arrested.

Still, some people, hungry and
unabile to find anything open, be-
gan taking things they needed.
One group pushed carts against
the boarded up windows of a
grocery store in an attempt to
break in.

"The window was broken, so
we just went in and got what we
wanted,” he said. "It's chaos,”
said fire official Gregorio Ver-
gara. "They are taking things all
over the city"”

AR Cancun

M Port of Key West

closed. Naval Air
Station Key West
closed; families in
government housing
ordered to evacuate.

W Walt Disney World

theme parks closed;
Everglades National
Park closed.

M Tolls suspended on

Florida's Turnpike in
both directions from
Miami to Wildwood.



Enough talking, \Ieaders now

N4

want UN to act

N

PooHAttack The RICh Vows Not Enough To Flght Terror

United Nations: Leaders from devel-
oping nations took the rostrum one af-
ter another on the second day of the
annual UN General Assembly debate
to criticise rich countries for not do-
ing enough to ease the plight of the
world’s poorest people.

Speakers from Africa, Asia and
Latin America said they were encour-
aged by a document adopted at a
three-day summit renewing commit-
ments to alleviate poverty, but would
withhold final judgment until rich na-
tions make good on their vows.

“We hope that the commitments we
have undertaken will not remain
mere empty words,” said Zambia’s
President Levy Mwanawasa. While
the focus of the summit that ended on
Friday was largely efforts to overhaul
the UN management and human
rights machinery, the original thrust
of the event was to take stock of
progress made towards achieving a se-
ries of goals set in 2000 to cut poverty

. Zambian President Levy Mwanawasa

by half, ensure universal primary edu-
cation and stem the AIDS pandemic,
all by 2015. Leaders of poor nations
made clear that they were not im-
pressed with the progress made so far.

A week ago, a UN report said that
about 40% of the world’s people still
struggle to survive on less than $2 a
day.

Meanwhile, having agreed to con-
demn terrorism, leaders at the UN
General Assembly urged quick action
to adopt a comprehensive global
treaty that would put words into ac-
tion. Delegates stressed the need for a
broader convention that would serve
as a framework for governments to
work together to curtail international
terrorism. “The fight against terror-
ism must be continued in the most de-
cisive manner,” Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergey Lavrov told the General
Assembly.

The declaration on terro put world
leaders on record for the first time con-
demning “terrprism in all its forms
and manifestations, ...”, but it failed to
include a definition of terrorism that
rules out attacks on civilians, as UN
chief Kofi Annan had wanted. ap
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Iran

assertsﬂNﬂ-rl,/C
in fiery UN speech

' Ahmadinejad Blasts US For Hypocrisy, >
Downplays Remarks By Manmohan

United Nations: Declar-
ing that it has an “inalien-
able” right to use nuclear
energy for peaceful purpos-
es, Iran firmly rejected the
demand from the United
States and European Union
to stop enriching uranium
and offered to engage pub-
lic and private sectors of
other nations in its pro-
gramme, Addressing the
UN General Assembly on
Saturday, Iranian Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad asserted that .its nu-
clear programme was for

peaceful purposes, was le-

gal and did not violate the
terms of the Nuclear Non-
proliferation Treaty (NPT).

The Iranian leader asked
the assembly to set up a
committee to compile a re-
port and draw up practical
strategies for complete nu-
clear disarmament. He
sharply attacked the US,
describing it as an aggres-
sor and accusing it of vio-

lating nuclear treaties by
continuing to refine its nu-
clear weapons, using de-
pleted uranium weapons in
Iraqg, practising nuclear
apartheid and trying to
bully others.

At a press conference af-
ter his address to the 191-
member assembly, he was
asked to comment on
Prime Minister Manmo-

han Singh’s remark in New
York on Friday that anoth-
er nuclear power in the
neighbourhood was not de-
sirable and that Iran
should fulfil its interna-
tional obligations. Ah-
madijnejad said Iran has
repeatedly made it clear its
programme is for peaceful
purposes and it is working
under the guidelines of the
International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA).

Addressing the assembly
hours earlier, US secretary
of state Condoleezza Rice
blasted Iran, describing it
as a “leading sponsor of
terrorism” and asked it to
“abandon forever” its
plans for nuclear weapons
capability,

In his much-awaited
address, Ahmadijnejad
also demanded that the
UN appoint a committee to
investigate who gave nu-
clear weapons technology
to Israel. agoncies
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A glass at least half full .

A\

I deliberately set the bar high, since in international negotiations you never get everything
you ask. I also presented the reforms as a package since advances were more likely to be
achieved together than piecemeal. That is precisely what happened.

Kofi A. Annan

he “outcome document” adopted

on September 16, at the end of the

United Nations world summit, has

been described as “disappointing”
or “watered down.” This is true in part — and
I said as much in my own speech to the
summit on September 14. But taken as a
whole, the document is still a remarkable
expression of world unity on a wide range of
issues.

And that came as welcome news, after
weeks of tense negotiations. As late as the
morning of September 13, when world lead-
ers were already arriving in New York, there
were still 140 disagreements involving 27
unresolved issues. A final burst of take-it-or-
leave-it diplomacy allowed the document to
be finalised, but so late in the day that re-
porters and commentators had no time to
analyse the full text before passing judg-
ment.

It is no criticism of them to say that many
of their judgments are now being revised, or
at least nuanced. Indeed, I would not wish to
criticise them, since most were very kind to
me. They blamed the alleged failure on na-
tion states — who, supposedly, failed to em-
brace the bold reform proposals I had made.
It is only fair that I set the record straight.

Setting the bar high

In March, when I proposed an agenda for
the summit, I deliberately set the bar high,
since in international negotiations you nev-
er get everything you ask. I also presented
the reforms as a package — meaning not that
I expected them to be adopted without
change but that advances were more likely
to be achieved together than piecemeal,
since states were more likely to overcome
their reservations on some issues if they saw
serious attention given to others which for
them were a higher priority.

In the end, that is precisely what hap-
pened.

The outcome document contains strong,
unambiguous commitments, from both do-
nor and developing countries, on precise
steps needed to reach, by 2015, the devel-
opment goals agreed on at the Millennium
Summit five years ago — an achievement
sealed, as it were, by President Bush’s per-
sonal endorsement of the goals in his speech
on September 14.

It contains decisions to strengthen the
U.N’s capacity for peace-keeping, peace-
making, and peace-building, including a de-
tailed blueprint for a new peace-building
commission, to ensure a more coherent and
sustained international effort to build last-
ing peace in war-torn countries. It includes

Kofi Annan ... critiquing the “outcome

decisions to strengthen the office, and dou-
ble the budget, of the U.N. High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights; to create a
worldwide early warning system for natural
disasters; to mobilise new resources for the
fight against HIV/AIDS, TB, and malaria;
and to improve the UN.’s Central Emergen-
cy Revolving Fund, so that disaster relief
arrives more promptly and reliably in
future.

It lacks the clear definition of terrorism
that I had urged. But it contains, for the first
time in U.N. history, an unqualified condem-
nation, by all member states, of terrorism
“in all its forms and manifestations, commit-
ted by whomever, wherever and for whatev-

document.” - PHOTO: AFP

er purposes,” as well as a strong push to
complete a comprehensive convention on
terrorism within 12 months, and agreement
to forge a global counterterrorist strategy
that will weaken terrorists while strength-
ening our international community.

Human rights focus

Perhaps most precious to me is the clear
acceptance by all U.N. members that there is
a collective responsibility to protect civilian
populations against genocide, war crimes,
ethnic cleansing, and crimes against human-
ity — with a commitment to do so through
the Security Council wherever local author-
ities are manifestly failing. I first advocated

W\/”

this in 1998, as the inescapable lesson of our
failures in Bosnia and Rwanda. I am glad to
see it generally accepted at last — and hope it
will be acted on when put to the test. My
proposal for a new UN. Human Rights
Council is also accepted, though without the
details that I hoped would make this body a
clear improvement on the existing Commis-
sion. These are left for the UN. General
Assembly to finalise during the coming year.
Nations that believe strongly in human
rights must work hard to ensure that the
new body marks a real change.

Member states have accepted most of the
detailed proposals I made for management
reform. In the near future, we should have
more independent and rigorous oversight
and auditing of our work; a cull of obsolete
tasks and a one-time buy-out of staff, so that
we can focus our energies on today’s pri-
orities and employ the right people to deal
with them; and a thorough overhaul of the
rules governing our use of budgetary and
human resources. But they held back from a
clear commitment to give the Secretary-
General the strong executive authority that I
and my successors will need to carry out the
ever-broadening range of operations that
the U.N. is tasked with.

I had also suggested a reform of the U.N.
Security Council, making it more broadly
representative of today’s realities. Here too
there is agreement on the principle, but the
devil is in the detail. The document commits
nations to continue striving for a decision,
and calls for a review of progress at the end
of 2005.

Biggest failure

By far the biggest gap in the document is
its failure to address the proliferation of
nuclear weapons — surely the most alarming
threat we face in the immediate future, given
the danger of such weapons being acquired
by terrorists. Some states wanted to give
absolute priority to non-proliferation, while
others insisted that efforts to strengthen the
Non-Proliferation Treaty must include fur-
ther steps towards disarmament. Thus the -
failure of the NPT review conference in May
2005 was repeated.

Surely this issue is too serious to be held
hostage to such an Alphonse-and-Gaston
act. [ appeal to leaders on both sides to show
greater statesmanship, and make an urgent
effort to find common ground. Qtherwise,
this summit may come to be remembered
only for its failure to halt the unravelling of
the non-proliferation regime — and its other
real successes would then indeed be over-
whelmed.

(Kofi A. Annan is Secretary-General of the
United Nations.)
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Devitupa Mitra in New Delbi

Sept. 14. — For India, the UN out-
come document is significant, not
just for what it contains, but for what
it does not include. Especially since
the 35-page document is silent on
two issues of vital importance to
India — Security Council reforms
and non-proliferation.

After three weeks of wrangling,
the 35-page document to be adopted
by 191 countries at the 60th high-
level plenary meeting of the UN
General Assembly has been finally

| decided, but critics point out that it

is rather a “watered-down” agenda
for reforms of the world body.

It has been a disappointing end to
months of hectic diplomacy for the
group of four — India, Japan,
Germany and Brazil — effectively

_demonstrating the bulidozing power

of the USA, whose interests have
shaped the outcome document.
While there is acknowledgement that
the UNSC should be expanded, there
is no answer to the question: “How?”

Indian diplomats feel that there is
a small hope that the forthcoming
meeting of the African Union lead-

ers on the sidelines of the UN

-General Assembly would lead to

support of a compromise AU-G4
framework resolution.

The hectic lobbying is in tatters as
the mo/mentum‘which had been

o\%

m document is silent on
Security Council reforms and
non-proliferation -— two issues
of vital importance to India

%

I

building up over the last few months
has come to naught.

Jawaharlal Nehru University's
Professor CSR Murthy feels that
India’s ambition for-a permanent
seat at the UNSC has been dealt a
serious blow. “[ think that the world
has got tired of the issue. 1 don't

‘VU/& paper bypasses Indian wishes

think security council reforms would
be possible in the next two years,”
Prof. Murthy said.

He termed the outcome document
as "gni]ateralism institutionalised™.

The “gains” for India are in two
aspects — disarmament and non-pro-
liferation and definition of terrorism.
The outcome document also does not
attempt to define terrorism, but
makes a blanket condemnation of it.
This is a compromise between the
American and the Arab countries. as

"I . the latter wanted to exclude “national
‘liberation movements” from the defi-

nition for terrorism, thereby giving a

‘nod to the Palestinian struggle against

Israel. India had been concerned that
such a definition could have excluded
Kashmir, therefore, the outcome doc-
ument’s position on terrorism has
come as a relief. :
Meanwhile, the non-proliferatio

and disarmament category draws a
big blank, with the UN secretan
general, Mr Kofi Annan, terming it a
“big disgrace™. But as India is not
part of the NPT regime, “in that
sense, it is certaiply what India
wants,” said senior fellow of Wa-
shington-based Council for Foreign
relations, Dr Radha Kumar.
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6-4 vows new b|d
for U.N. Council "

Group to rope in Africa «\,\‘7’

UNITED NATIONS: Japan, India,
Brazil and Germany vowed on
Thursday to make a new at-
tempt for permanent member-
ship on the United Nations
Security Council, and Japan’s
Prime Minister Junichiro Koi-
zumi appealed for support from
world leaders.

Foreign Ministers and top of-
ficials of the G-4 agreed to pur-
sue their efforts at a meeting on
the sidelines of the U.N. world
summit in New York.

Opposition to move

Their first bid ran into oppo-
sition from the United States
and China and failed to get cru-
cial support from Africa for the
necessary two-thirds of mem-
ber countries’ votes in the Gen-
eral Assembly to change the
world body’s charter.

“We should re-examine our
strategy .. by looking back at
what was good and what was
wrong,” Japanese Foreign Min-
ister Nobutaka Machimura was
quoted as saying by a Japanese
official.

Emerging from the meeting,
Indian Foreign Minister Nat-
war Singh said: “The G-4 exists.
The G-4 will continue to work

for United Nations reform.” He
said their proposal could be re-
introduced at the 60th session
of the General Assembly with
some changes.

The G-4 had submitted aplan
to boost the Council’s member-
ship from its current 15 to 25,
with six new permanent seats
and four new non-permanent
seats.

The Japanese official saic
there would be a “thorough” re-
view of the plan to make it more
appealing.

He added that it could be 2
G-4 plan or a joint submission
of the group with African na-
tions. The official predicted a
move by the end of the year.

German Foreign Minister
Joschka Fischer, who did not
take part in the G-4 meeting due
to talks with Iranians, said the
document “leaves the door
open” for further progress.

In a speech to the UN. world
summit, the Japanese Prime
Minister pleaded the case for
change on the Security Council.

Germany has made a similar
case as Europe’s biggest econo-

my. India and Brazil are emerg-
ing powerhouses in Asia and
Latin America. — AFP



Poverty, reform on agenda

Japan to make a pitch for seat on U.N. Security Council

REACHING OUT: U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan and his
at a hospital in Niger, where starving children are treated,

UNITED NATIONS: World leaders
prepared on Thursday for a sec-
ond day of meetings to discuss
strategies to combat poverty,
terrorism and disease, after Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan con-
ceded that newly adopted
reforms fell far short of hopes.
Kings, Presidents, Prime Min-
isters and leaders from 170
countries gathered under tight
security for the world’s largest
summit that coincides with the
organisation’s 60th anniversary.
Japanese Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi, one of
Thursday speakers, is expected
to make a pitch for the increas-
ingly remote goal of gaining a

seat for his country at the U.N.
Security Council.

Japan was one of the losing
nations in World War IT but now
has the world’s second largest
economy, and believes it de-
serves a permanent place on the
Council with the other leading
powers.

Japan, Brazil, Germany and
India had submitted a plan to
boost the Council membership
to 25, with six new permanent
seats and four non-permanent
seats.

But the plan died this week,
having faced opposition from
permanent Council members
China and the United States and

wife Nane (next to him) with mothers and children

recently. - PHOTO: AFP

having failed to garner enough
support from African nations.

Frank assessment

Mr. Annan opened the three-
day summit with a frank assess-
ment of a diluted document on
U.N. reform that the General As-
sembly adopted after months of
wrangling on Tuesday.

“We have not yet achieved the
sweeping and fundamental re-
form that I and many others be-
lieve is required,” Mr. Annan
said. The text boosted the U.N.
commitment to eradicating pov-
erty and genocide and promot-
ing human rights, but was vague
on details.

It failed to establish an agreed
definition of terrorism and left
out a chapter on disarmament
altogether.

Mr. Annan pleaded for renew-
ed confidence in the world body
and its capacity to mobilise col-
lective action, making a thinly
veiled contrast with the unilat-
eral approach often adopted by
the United States.

President George W. Bush de-
livered a conciliatory speech on
Wednesday, in which he said he
was ready to scrap all trade bar-
riers as well as politically crucial
agricultural subsidies as long as
the rest of the world did so ‘
well. — AFP //ts i



WORLD LEADERS GATHER IN NEW YORK FOR BIGGEST gMMIT

«UN chief urges un

Associated Press

UNHQ, Sept. 14.— A UN
summit marking the 60th
anniversary of the UN
opened today with an
appeal from Secretary-
General Mr Kofi Annan to
world leaders to restore
confidence in the world
body and act together to
meet the challenges of the
21st Century.

Addressing over 150
Presidents, Prime Minis-
ters and monarchs, Mr
Annan said the document
they will be adopting at
the end of the summit on
Friday was “a good start”
but not “the sweeping and
fundamental reform” he
proposed and he called for
urgent action on' the
tough, unresolved issues.

“Because one thing has
emerged clearly from this
process on: which we
embarked two years -ago:
whatever our differences,
in our interdependent
world, we stand or. fall
together,” Mr Annan said.

“Whether our chall¢nge
is peacemaking, nation-
building, democratisation
or responding to natural
or man-made disasters, we
have seen that even the
strongest amongst us ¢an-
not succeed alone,” he
said in an apparent refer-
ence to the US difficulties
in coping with the after-
math of Hurricane Kat’ina
on the Gulf coast.

Speaking in a packed
General Assembly cham-
ber, Mr Annan said he was

Associated Press

UNHQ, Sept. 14. — Before
skeptical and silent world
leaders,. Mr George W
Bush today urged compas-
sion for the needy and
pressed the global commu-
nity to “put the terrorists on
notice” by cracking down
on any activities that could
incite deadly attacks.

The US President, add-
ressing more than 160
Presidents, Prime Ministers
and kings gathered for

Pleading for democracy!

leaders sitting  silemly ‘
throughout his remarks.
He also pressed for

Security Council approval
of a resolution calling
upon all nations to take
steps to end the incitement
of terrorist acts and asked
nations to agree to prose-
cute and extradite anyone
seeking radioactive materi-
als or nuclear devices. #
“We must send a clear
message to the rulers of
outlaw regimes that spon-
sor terror and pursue
weapons of mass murder:

prepared to work with
world leaders to imple-
ment the measures in the
package and on reforming
the culture and practices
in the UN Secretariat that
he heads. “We must
restore confidence in the
organization’s integrity,
impartiality, and ability to
deliver,” he said.

Resolutions passed

The UN Security Council
unanimously passed two
resolutions on the first day
of the summit — one to

‘We must restore
confidence in the
organisation’s

integrity, impartiality,
and ability to deliver’
— Mr Kofi Annan

prevent the incitement of
terrorism and the other to
prevent conflict, especially
in Africa.

Leaders of the 15 nations
sat around the council’s
horseshoe-shaped table for
the vote at the extremely

Queen Sofia of Spain (left), Mrs Laura Bush and Mrs Nane Annan, Mr Kofi Annan’s wife, attend the opening of

rare high-level session. The
Presidents of Russia, Chi-
na, Iran, Iraq and Pakistan
are also attending along
with the Prime Ministers of
Britain, France and Israel.
On the sidelines of the
summit, a Russian-spon-
sored treaty making it a
crime to possess radioac-
tive material or weapons
with theintention of com-
mitting a terrorist act
opened for signatures.
Russian President Mr
Viadimir Putin was the
first to sign, followed soon
after by his US counter-

A—Q

ottt

the 2005 World Summit at
the 60th session of the United Nations General Assembly in New York on Wednesday, — AFP

part.

Swedish Prime Minister
Mr Goran Persson, who is
the summit co-chair
opened the high-level
meeting with an appeal for
collective action to pre-
vent conflict and genocide
and to protect human
rights.

He warned that millions
of lives will be lost if signif-
icant steps aren’t taken
now to fight global poverty
“and we will pass ona
more unfair and more
unsafe world to the next
generation”.

e Jevs of TIN Garerohoa Y~ vill wit-hoc e dndviey w

Assembly meetings, was
seeking to sell his blue-
prints for spreading democ-
racy in Iraq and elsewhere,
overhauling the UN and
expanding trade.

“The terrorists must
know that wherever they
go they cannot escape jus-
tice,” ‘Mr Bush said, the

‘tion of agricultural tariffs

threaten the peace and sta-
bility of the world.” he said.
“Confronting our enemies
1s essential, and so civilised
nations will continue to
take the fight to the terror-
ists.” He urged the elimina-

that he said distort trade
and stunt development.

Mr George W Bush

—_— -




“ UN at 60:

" lq '
EVELYN LEOPOLD

UNITED NATIONS, SEPT 14

THE United Nations marks its
60th anniversary beset by corrup-
tion scandals and sharp divisions
among its members on how to
tackle international crises.

World leaders gathered on
Wednesday to explore ways to revi-
talise the United Nations, but their
blueprint falls short of Secretary-
General Kofi Annan’s vision of
freedom from want, persecution
and war. In March, Annan, in an 85-
page paper entitled In Larger Free-
dom, addressed challenges for the
21st century that required collective
action: alleviating extreme poverty,
reversing the AIDS pandemic,
global security, terrorism and hu-
man rights.

But after bitter negotiations over
the last few weeks, nearly every bold
iitiative suffered cutbacks in the fi-
nal 38-page document approved by
the General Assembly on Tuesday
for endorsement at the summit.

“Obviously, we didn’t get every-
thing we wanted and with 191 mem-
ber states it’s not easy to get an
agreement,” Annan said. “All of us
would have wanted more, but we

can work with what we have been
given, and I think it is an important
step forward.”

Still, the somewhat emasculated
document saved the summit from
failure. UN officials highlighted ini-
tiatives, including the establishment
of a new human rights body, a
peacebuilding commission and, per-
haps most significantly, an obliga-
tion to intervene when civilians face
genocide and war crimes.

But negotiators failed to agree on
how to tackle nuclear proliferation
or on a definition of terrorism
sought by Western nations, and they
fell short of commitments to greater
aid and tearing down trade barriers

In,need of reinvigoration

. Major powers back laws

against incitement to terrorism

D UNITED NATIONS: Leaders of the
major powers gathered in a rare meet-
ing of the 15-nation Security Council to
issue a resolution on laws prohibiting
the incitement of terrorist acts. US Presi-
dent George W. Bush, Chinese President
Hu Jintao, Russian President Viadimir
Putin, British Prime Minister Tony Blair,
Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro
Koizumi and French Prime Minister Do-
minigue de Villepin are among those
due to participate

New York-based Human Rights Watch
said the resolutionwould give govern-
ments a pretext to suppress peaceful
expression. The proposed resolution of-
fers no definition of what constitutes
“incitement to commit” terrorist acts
and urges governments not only to out-
law such actions but also to “prevent
such conduct”. —Reuters

that developing nations wanted.
The US has objected to provi-
sions on disarmament and wanted
more emphasis on the dangers of
weapons passing to rogue states and
terrorists. v*“The big item missing is
nonproliferation and disarma-
ment,” Annan said. “This is a dis-
grace.” —Reuters




klags — | benlaaz ghlk, bkl Slo (b nlcp zsla
la ‘Ul o Ll bR Slle)  1EId 804 $IA kbl BRIGIAL
B Psait kB BlitisRie biesl E&@E%Eg
SBB bSGIEbS ‘bEIOL Eoke Ltk 9DS BulkBlle (Blslil]
160 belisile dallb) ballelete 1BUDE VBT WS BI0 bldlk Skl
Gl zle REIQ e lde skBEmie  beible  BOdb]
SQLLbl blodleldle Blbblbill Sl SleiIb) leble Bl piltb
RAD lpile [ bwalel b ok |l b Gusplele Bid [hllolle
1R0% [QRel Bllell Bl  dlkiBic (iglRlellls bek)) BIOE | T
iRl QiR p2UREL Bl Bk slgle zere) | e gl — [b2Gls 103 eZhle  Bldb BEbIG g6 |deblllt MEIIR) diels 5bIQIcleiib]
Blojkl) RUALIER Sbb BN (i o) b ok, | EEbb Lyl Bl b L) L Gl OEIS B4 el 10 albldBic 2Ia Sllkle Zlle kalk
QUSRI I o [Blalbl) KOBlole Rl 2B Slbldlln U | bl liele bR il Bldi) 2h 1b fblle [klle b0 1EUg] Lkl Led LLEIG (DRI HllE) Kb
‘Ypiele B0l AEIOBL Blbelh  seibie bblhlic 1O bl bhak) | Blok ok kidb] OIS bl (bl ki B bl kb 12285 Bllole 10 s 22 R0
BBl el lolelale LOIloAle  bble QekIe b5 Rdllle 20 | Helblle GG 1ZMS [Blellll ElOle B@dllls  Quis Wbl BilRdllle 52 Uod kbl Bl
BBl Qeb Nkb| Bloklbble B BNIE e Lt SldBic | 5N kit SRS Qs kel kitelbl kb Sh Idlble W) KU iElediele $9¢5) Bldhkie &lic bk
bl QB ZObIAR lol@ki)  BlObE bl QOB 1% WS Gk | ek $ID Ol ‘IR HeRIOL [ Blilble 16 gh bl) BId Rlser EDIAMIIN Fhe) D Bladb
| loltelia (bl l3B% QB Gk A0 50/ e 20000 Bl | lisk) $2) losbin bltDled 5 ILRISL BBl dibliek ol llle beI¢b) Gl Eiiadly 1B Hislible 204
Bl Bl leiplle RROelb]  RhO |loE] fbE)IGR B0t BAUG | ‘blek Guile skllzle Qb MRl RSB 164 Eleli 1) $I0b) ki SRl (1 22 bla b
Rl fallle BlxBln Bled2 ‘W) ble b Zie-blBdllle B | e |l 0% gle Bl BB Bllle LBl Lo i) Sl0lble k) 1908 [1e b lelBle “BIEDA) BIS Bloo DY |
klells Qolekan Re kiRl blls BleBOle MRl bk | EOSIS )) ik khib] Aokl bBRe-fis S | ﬁ%%m@%ﬁ%%g .
1500l @04k ok BB kiRl Lglibli] |L5allod $ow] 252k | kel kO 120 kI 6D ke bOb Hdblial blls BUIGL) GBS (Blakihle [adlod ik Sldlble |
B2 feduie Blbligy [leld bidi@dllle  tek] Heb| i) lemdle i)|ble|Ric Hiolls (Bt 1oj6] BBIe® BiZakile BdIbllelz ok 2D il delsllsfe BBz lelie Sl Qs QRL
Blllslle Bk bualld  leblie |0k bell@ala) KOPaNE) | Otle 2Bl Bllx it Bhok) 2h (2520 kbl Iy EADQ) (il bldb fela Slisg L2
|lenb] bitetsle Slie ko Bldle ez BBl BiRke bilrlle ol licl | 16y Sdrsliek 1aleVBlRA BI0 Bloo [BRIRE Elllin k) B)fule-Fud 15 SLAE) Dlls lelisddlB lolkdle
DIkE bleble £24) 10 1I% QUZ 26 kikis (Bl eojjedln | Uk s b 50 ik 1Bk Rliskile 248 Bilel0) ks bl T Bldb | bIediele MEIII |l
ﬁggw/&?ﬁgg Seb albkiBle  CBlbhlbblr | MBI 1214 Ok 0 BliBe Bllk, lidn &l lb & S Lol $lb EIIQ 50 bRl
b ledudhle bl BOSD| BRIL  biia OBk GllEll solkb | BRIEE kIS Bl B0 |nb blolBll] SbkolR)  lellablle lalbllRle 2IBIE HikE B) EBdllle D) | €
aals slalle Bk biltsle 1232 koAl BHILEW 1lsls) palleible | Blld bbIzlidise Sllule Bz Bl tllo-abla Blle & BRIl | Z3le] ogltedlsle [Blerslisia Jolodfells BAO | b
@l [Bb(: BIalEIE Sllekd) bl Qrleple DIBE Lleh 120 bletle IZBle lclele  ulollle | Sl WIsSb] Sh)iblielioics BAUbBA Bdb | b
QO kb lelh ik KIGaIS Gl SRILEL  Ble  BEUGAMILIA | BB Sk $lek Liyllish] Bludl) Eh ) B0 Blee D QAR bl lalis 100 &Eﬁﬁwywﬁa !
“bhodb Inb QAR bl ok  BRb] Bkasdk) 8¢ ‘BlEE “fos2le Lo Blakels Blihele debslint kOB QP (o) kdle  die bdrdbliek 2AILls BRGNS 8 ‘PitE Qe

\

bR L|lals) [ sle%|ledlsle jekollle Db
122le] leaible Bhelle” i to|@bllle Badh] Sle ked|Rle

oA N



FA A

<I<l\'>1 TSM

26 Y
it Bz @ emfee

Y0 GTHFA:  TI-WICARA
“f=rr B S TS (e
F TS A AR (o [RIE
ey wtferet (o0 I3 SiTafzet
s enface orea 2=, endt
Feferd Ty GFIT TANE I
=l 5w o7 swrl AW
oIt T Swifie W
GO A

niF Fhafed i (e @3
THRY (W) 98 NS
(T) 32 (2T wiesgod aat
W 39 T | et sifqaoie
N w TR 4 e
SE4ra S SNTES! FAIRT8 e
oqEcRl AN -8 IdE
g% farw o wfe Aree
Afrmw SrmiE e wedlarRel
(O 5T, (315918 T AR
T (O i (A fer-8-93 31309
e i’ oilRred Afe
e W AR AEs
2fre firafem fFe 93 3z0d
TR RS- F9(F NgA (R
(19 TR
WAIE 4T3 ered [UmeNER
ey (TTA P wiwe-
AR o ANRsENEN fAtw
oafaeR e w9

‘ﬁ\maiwﬁm%asw
ANFS FACS AW | i 1
Fwren, oo omiefl Sw

4@%@

waﬁﬁrwmmm:
Tir ot WHaw o foiw
foeT w3 Toq| s, A
% TAAT A B W WA
NI A, G (TS T (7R
afieIe B Sw ATHCE
R fie, ST IYRS MiFA-
%, $478 3 (@H-ECrE Afeq
ST | BIReE T AR
WA ARTL TF S 2R
T AR HRITOF ST QIOTE
2R | G-GICPIA #ff A 5EI A
a3 ~fafEfere ww WA
farr voetEe 90T 9 T
faloret sifsaer I (i
I AR AN TR ATTF S
gfiafes  omed, TR,
A e, ABYE wiEw
SR offawe @3 TP
S *FIY S 2P Ty i,
TTe 92 WelE TAwR @R
Gegeiaiceal
TANTE (S (v A0E Srad
FAI! WA (A (IS T I6AAl
TS A T WCNAFIF AR
TS JGOTY TG @
SR Wea A | TS wee
AR A I W
farafe| @2 grs f&-8-93 2R
I YITHIAIR T forrare, %W
R 9F 3T TS dfS eI
AFATST Y AA RS
ST ARFHT Y A 513
CETE I ST NI Al |




‘dn s1 oW1} 8}
1111 SuIom snuuod 03 pasiwoad
uojjog Uuyo[ Jopessequiy Uedl
-I9UWY pue jUsWaIZe JUWIOS Yoeal
0} 8310338 O013eWOldIp SIY PaJgnopal
JIUIUINS 9y} JO $S300NS 3Y3 U0 831
-so1d ST paye)s sey oym ‘Ueuuy
‘a3endue] UMOP-paIsiem oy}
U0 UsA3 pastea 3utaq agom suoijosf
-go pies sjewordip pue [esodoad o1
-J1oads Aue Inoyiim sanjIfetsuss o}
padnpag usaq Apealfe sey 3uiping
9ovad puR [IOUNOCO SIY3LI UBW
-ny ‘wsLI0119}) uo a8endue] o],
AJesasatuue (yi0g9 st uo Apoq
PlioM 9} 8InjonJajsal o} psuois
-TAUD PeYy Ueuuy [JOY [eJoUsn)-A1e]
31098 1eUM JO UOTIS.IaA UMOP-PITBIS
UonuI e aq prnom swrooinoe reuty oy
pres syewordip — jruuns Aep-aa.ay}
S} JO pesye JUSIU B} YSnoauy
aNUTIU0J 03 pajoadxe — sUOISSNISIP
pray ‘ueg wednaiN s,erpuf Surpnp
-ul ‘sIopessequue z¢ Jo dnoasd aioo
U3} SV "SSaY300) )1 3Uls{eul Jo asuad
X9 AU} Je uaAs juswnoop pasod
-0ad 33 WoJJ SIYS1I uewny pue wst
-101.39} Se |yons sansst uo syted [ers

-Iaaoxiuoo Surddoap ‘asdefioo wody
Aepsaupep U0 a1ay SutuuiSsq Huw
-umg N} au3 aaes 0} a3eyoed w0y
-1 B JO jjeap pesiaald B yim pord
-de13 si10j1e13089U  ‘OIYMUBIIA
KJIqeIUNOodIe
pue 10onpuod [edIyis JO piepuels
188U31Y a8y} 03 pray ade [puuosiad
N[] 7ey} pue $32In0Sal WoJj }1jo

-uaq 15918013 9} 9AT909.1 S91BIS 13(
-WBWI JBY) 2INSUS 0} ATeSSa0aU ST
UWLI0J3J aATIRIISTUTWIPpE pue 193pnq
‘Juswadeuey pres i ‘uones
-IUB3I0 8]RIUNOIDE PUR DATIIBI
‘BU0aIS ® JO 1803 8} SPIBMO] S91B)S
J9QUIBUI J9UJO pue N(] 9y} Ylim
MIOM 9M SB ‘SanTaoLId se patjijuapt
SBY S{1 9y SonssSI A9Y i SMO]

uoysurysem ‘ILd A0
-88 pue soead daJasaad 0} $140J
-Jo UOWWIO) J31S10q [[IM ‘PIES

T ‘WISTA0IIS) U0 UOTIUIAUOD
guoays aes v . 8188n1s wop
-99.1],, JO 9WEBU 9y} Ul WSLI0LI)
Jo suLx0y 9wos 10j sistsorode

Jo juswuni.ae o] pajodalol AJuray
11 "JUsWDILlS B Ul PIES JUL
-1reda(q 91el§ 9yl |, ‘WSTI0IIS],
[eUOT}1BUIIIU] JsuTede Uojusa

-0 sAtsuayarduio) e ydope
0} A[qUI9sSSY [BI8UIY) 3y} sedan
pue ‘suole}ssjIueul pue SuLIoy

S3T T8 Ul WSLIOLI9) SUWap

-u09 A[3U0a3s §(] 8Y.1,,, ST
-101.19) JeuoTieualul jsurese
Areaqy oArsuayaadwiod,, B
1dope 01 A[quIBssY [BIoUSD N[
9] padan os[e g 9y} ‘pauwiap
-lI00 3q PINOYS WISTI0LII)}

4O S0} {18 LVHL ONILIHSSV

A1eaa} 10413}-13ue 10} €34

,J/ %\/ »

-0} 1Y N1 943 Wwaojax pue ua
-Y38usals 0] 110139 ay3 pesy diay 0}
paxedaad s1 sojels paitu(] syL,,
‘pres juaun).reds(] 91e1S 9U) WI0)
-1 AUe 0] }JIewyouaq 9y} surewt
-31 SSAULATIOBJJ ‘UOTIRASPISUOD B
SI [10UNOD 33 Jo doueleq orydeasd
-093,, [[BI0A0 81} J[ITYM " UOoTIRISN]
-01d-uou pue WSTI0119}-183UN0D U0
PA0OBI pUR ‘N1 94} 01 SUOTINGIIIuod
feroueury Kyoedeo Axejiul ‘uory
-emndod ‘azts oTwouodd ‘SIYLI ueut
T pue A0BIOOWSP 0} JUSURT 0D
SE [JoNs S.I0)0eJ U0 paseq ‘paiyirendb
oM Apwaadns ag 1snul SI8qUIatl
Terjusjod,, Sutdes ‘suriojal HSN
JO UOISIA SJT UM INO dwed Aep
-san ], uo jusunlreda(] s1e1s 9y,
“WSLIOLIS]-I93UNod pue UOT eI ]
-01d-UOUu U0 PIoddI orl} ‘UoTIem
-dod ‘az1s J1UI0U0a aPN[OUT 9SaY],
Touno) Ajanoss Nf pspuedxa
ue ur jeas e 103 Surardse ssrunod
J0J BLISIIIO JO }9S B PA[IsAUn sey
S0 8y} ‘erput 10} SHIOH HNISIVY

€1 1aquwa1das ‘uolbuiysem
b X eipupjo3smal ssaud

wadq &Q.\. wAD E\w ui NQQ% JUIWL9UNOUUD wQ@Eﬁ@&m@ VIS

10[S DSN(] 10} ©

%

LIDILID S

S




/.

SERR AR BTG

 GLOBILCA\WLTO ACTION
AGNNSTMVERTY

s

DE 1130 LOOPT

United Nations reform document
addresses seven key issues

' United States unhappy as negotlators reach compromise

A
&\CX

CALLING ATTENTION: Belgian protesters join the fight against poverty as they march, accompanied by a drumming
band from Burundi, around the city of Brussels, ahead of the United Nations World Summit

in New York. - PHOTO: AP

Warren Hoge

UNITED NATIONS: Faced with the
imminent arrival of more than
170 Presidents and Prime Minis-
ters, negotiators agreed on Mon-
day to resolve differences
blocking acceptance of the cen-
trepiece document for this
week’s summit meeting on com-
bating poverty and reforming
the United Nations.

The breakthrough, ending
three weeks of tense day and
night talks, occurred late on
Monday when ambassadors
adopted compromise language
across a range of issues.

The changes undercut the am-
bitions and scope of the 45-page

document but brought an end to
an impasse that had threatened
the United Nations with fresh
embarrassment just a week after
findings of mismanagement and
corruption in the oil-for-food
programme were reported by
Paul A. Volcker, the former Fed-
eral Reserve chairman who
headed the investigation.

Final version

The final version was expect-
ed to emerge on Tuesday, the eve
of the three-day gathering of
world leaders.

“What we can say now is that
we will have a document that
will reflect what is politically
possible right now among 191

i \{s‘ i i,

members,” said Gunter Pleuger,
the German ambassador.

The U.S. delegation also tried
to put a good face on the out-
come, though it expressed dis-
appointment in not obtaining
pledges for thorough manage-
ment reform.

Noting that the proposais fell
far short of “the kind of cultural
revolution that we need in Unit-
ed Nations management and
governance,” John R. Bolton,
the U.S. ambassador, said, “Re-
form is not a one-night stand.
Reform is forever. That’s why
we’re going to continue to work
onit.”

The draft document addresses
seven main issues: a new human

rights council to replace the dis-

credited Human Rights Com-
mission; steps to promote
development and reduce pover-
ty; a new peace-building com-
mission; a management
overhaul; nuclear non-prolifer-
ation; terrorism and a measure

to allow international interven-
tion when countries fail to pro-
tect their populations from
genocide.

In many cases, the solution
was to substitute broad state-
ments of principle for specific
goals, leaving the details to the
upcoming year-long General As-
sembly session. —New York
Times News Service
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Can the U.N. summit on poverty deliver?

The coming U.N. summit risks delivering worse prospects for action on global poverty
than before the G8, wiping out the commitments made at Gleneagles.

Sarah Hiddleston

N SEPTEMBER 14, more than

170 of the world’s leaders will

meet at the United Nations in

New York to address a far-reac-
hing agenda, the outcome of which will have
a significant impact on the lives of millions
of the world’s poor. Alongside discussions
on peace, security, human rights, and U.N.
reform, the summit will assess progress and
recommend action on a series of eight
promises made in 2000 to halve poverty,
tackle sickness, and combat environmental
degradation by 2015,

These commitments, known as the Mil-
lennium Development Goals (MDGs), re-
flected international consensus that
poverty in an increasingly prosperous world
economy was unacceptable. These provided
measurable targets, albeit imperfect, to
track progress. For the first time, rich coun-
tries and international financial institutions
such as the World Bank and the IMF were to
be held accountable not just for their proc-
esses but in terms of outcomes.

Reports from international aid agencies
and the Human Development report just
released by the UNDP indicate that progress
is “stlow,” if not “dismal.” Life expectancy
has overall increased by two years, 130 mil-
lion have been removed from abject pover-
ty, and 30 million extra children put in
school. However, the first target to achieve
equal access to primary education for girls
and boys has been missed in over 70 coun-
tries. As an indicator for the achievements
of other goals, the prospects are not
promising.

Worsening poverty

Many of the MDGs will not be metin U.N.
member-states by 2015. None of them will
be met in Africa. Poverty has stagnated or
worsened in every region outside Asia. In
Africa, there are over 100 million more peo-
pleliving in poverty than there were in 1990.
Even within success stories, such as India, a
decline in income poverty has not been
matched by human development. The fig-
ures were poor for child mortality and mal-
nutrition as well as gender parity. The
number of people suffering from hunger has
increased since 1997; over 150 million chil-
dren in developing nations are underweight.

The target to eradicate extreme hunger is
projected to be missed in Africa, and South
and West Asia. On current trends, Africa,
and South and East Asia will fail to achieve
universal primary education by 2015. By the
target date, 75 million children in over 80
countries are projected to remain out of
school. On current trends, the child mortal-
ity target will be missed in every region
except East Asia and Latin America. In Afri-
ca, life expectancy has fallen by 15 years
since 1990, largely due to HIV and AIDS.

According to the UNDP report, if these
goals are to be realised the U.N. cannot go
about “business as usual.” “This year marks
a crossroads” if we are to see the next 10
years as “the decade of development.”

With the MDGs already behind target,
recent drafts of the outcome document cur-
rently do not acknowledge change in direc-
tion necessary to get the world back on
track. According to the international charity
ActionAid, pre-summit negotiations have
diluted some clear, time-bound commit-
ments on increasing aid, improving the
quality of aid, cancelling unsustainable
debt, tackling HIV and AIDS, and expanding
access to health and education. Examples
include: the removal of timetables to reach
the target for rich countries to give 0.7 per
cent of their GDP in aid by 2015; the loss of a
plan for debt reduction for countries out-

WHEN WILL HIS LOT IMPROVE? A child stands beside a road divider in a Kolkata street on Saturday. On current

trends, South and East Asia, and Africa will fail to achieve universal primary education by 2015, one of the
Millennium Development Goals. ~ PHOTO: AFP '

side the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries
initiative (HIPC), based on an appraisal of
their MDG financing requirements; the loss
of full funding for universal access to AIDS
treatment by 2010 set out in the G8 commu-
niqué and Africa Action Plan in Gleneagles;
the loss of provisions for free basic education
and full funding of the education Fast Track
Initiative made at the G8.

These damaging revisions have come
about chiefly through the aggressive lobby-
ing of the U.S. administration backed in
some areas by some other rich nations such
as Australia and Japan. More worryingly, the
U.S. has sought to overturn the international
agreements on poverty reductions made in
2002 at Monterrey and delete the 35 refer-
ences to the MDGs altogether. Though com-
promise wording has now been accepted,
there remain 250 changes in the document
that need to be negotiated. The U.S. has
adopted a similar approach to other muitilat-
eral processes and agreements, by seeking to
strip out references on climate change and
the Kyoto Protocol, the International Crimi-
nal Court, and the U.N. Convention Against
Corruption.

With northern countries undercutting
development goals, it is increasingly impor-
tant that champions from developing coun-
tries emerge advocating their retention
within the document. In particular, the
emerging world economies such as India
could make or break the case for inclusion of
already stated international commitments.
And, largely, it is within their interest to
ensure inclusion.

The HIV/AIDS commitments, for exam-
ple, which were agreed at the G8 and in-
cluded getting “as close as possible to
universal access to care and treatment for all
who need it by 2010,” currently lack a cham-
pion outside the U.K. Should it choose to
back the treatment target, India would be
presented with an opportunity to fulfil its
domestic need for effective prevention (the
provision of treatment supports prevention
by reducing the amount of HIV in the body,
making it harder to pass the virus on) and
also lead provision of treatment on an in-
ternational scale. A world that intends to
deliver universal treatment needs a pro-
ducer. India is one of the few countries with
the scientific and manufacturing capacity to

produce affordable cheap generic drugs for
distribution to a world market. A win-win
situation presents itself to Indian negotia-
tors: a world that commits itself to universal
treatment will be healthier, more produc-
tive, and more equitable. It will also be one
in which Indian economic and political in-
terests are well served by the necessary scale
up of generic production.

The U.N. summit risks delivering worse
prospects for action on global poverty than
before the G8, wiping out the commitments
made at Gleneagles and shattering the hopes
of the millions of people who have cam-
paigned across the world as part of the Glob-
al Call to Action against Poverty (GCAP).
Without consolidating the gains already
made on aid and debt cancellation, further
commitments to end donor and World Bank
and IMF conditionalities, significant pro-
gress on trade justice and ending conflict,
stocktaking on reasons for lack of progress,
and an action plan to resuscitate the MDGs,
the current generation of politicians will
risk taking a step backward in the face of
opportunity, turning their backs on the
poorest.

S
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Continental drift
L% % A “Third World' USA & India \ >

he d}:}}\n' ic feature of the UNDP report 2005 is not the

data — fairly predictable overafl — on the quality of life
in Asia, but on the stinging indicement of social inequalities in
the US. In a sense, it has been a double whammy for the Bush
administration in course of a week. The report compounds
the fiasco in New Orleans. Unwittingly or otherwise, it
contirms tiie unabashedly racist policy that has enabled the
US President to convert a natural galamity to a national
disgrace. The social divide is not an emotional rhetoric after\k
all; the report makes it clear that the great American Dream
is an ongoing nightmare with parts of the country as poor as
the Third World. The data is equally chilting on separate
ndicos of welfare. The infant mortality rate has risen over the
past five years, with the casualties higher among black
children. The percentage is now the same as in Malaysia. A
week before history’s largest gathering of world leaders,
George W. stands in sackcloth and ashes. The administration
has even been accused of an “overdeveloped military strategy
and an underdeveloped strategy for human security”.

The guns have been targeted on customary lines in the con-
text of Asia’s Millennium Development Goals. And in terms
of diagnosis, the report scans well-trodden greund — corrup-
tion, lack of basic infrastructure and misutilisation of assets.
For India, the data is sufficiently alarming as it neutralises the
country’s success story in globalisation. The economic boom
doesn’t get reflected in human development, which has regis-
tered a disastrous stump. At 47 per cent, child mortality is the
highest in India. £ven Bangladesh fares better. Stll more
disgraceful must be the fact that India ranks 127th among 177
countries. Such indices of welfare as longevity, literacy and
gender equality are matters of basic governance. They are not
components of & common minimum prografnme, subject to
{aolitwal sensitivities. All in all, the scenario is beyond hope.
reyond despair. As much is clear from the report’s grim
foreboding that the country will bave to wait for another
century to catch up with the developed world.-
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“Annan takes the fall

‘ \'V.O\s oh e gu\m,‘ -

And the UN wajits for'the great leap forward
his is a critical morment in history. It must be a terribie
misfortune for the United Nations that its Secretary-
General is on the mat on the eve of its 60th anpiversary
celebrauons. Kofi Annan stands as a defeated man just when
he was expected to push through a slew of reforms, Widely
regarded as one of the most “fundamentally decent” men to
have headed the UN, he has come under a cloud in Paul
Volcker’s final report on the oil-for-food programme in Irag.
The decent trait in his personality came through eloquently
enough within hours after the report was read out to him. “I
~ wish we were never given that programme,” he told the BBC,
repenting a blot in an otherwise distinguished record as a
career diplomat. He has not been directly blamed for helping
his son Kojo, the chief beneficiary of the payola pie.
Nonetheless, Volcker as former chairman of the US Federal
Reserve has come up with a damning report on the
tunctioning of the UN, accusing the world body of a “litany of
inefficiencies”. The tenor of the report confirms the cynical
belief that the UN has few friends in Capitol Hill. Inevitably
perhaps, the report gives the USA, the UN’s biggest pay-
master, opportunity to clamour for drastic changes. John
Bolton, George Bush's hatchetman with not a particularly
sterling CV, has beert prompt and predictable in his response.
“There were bribes, there were kickbacks. We need to reform
the UN in a manner that will prevent another oil-for-food
scandal”. The fact remains that America is yet to approve of
the structural changes that bave already been recommended.
It is guite evident that the reforms will be carried out on the
terms of the principal paymaster. Going by the misgivings
expressed, it seems unlikely that Annan will preside over the
UN’s great leap torward this week. New York will witness
another gathering of the glitterati, with such passing shows as
the Manmohan-Masharraf one-on-one being thrown in for

good measure.

Annan has not emerged unscathed and he has been honest
enough 1o admit that he wasn’t “diligent in investigating” his
son's involvement with Cotecna, the Swiss firm which
received a lucrative contract under the $64 billion schieme. He
has ruled out his resignation, saying he doesn’t intend to “fall
on his sword” oaly days before the gathering of world leaders.
This isn’t the propitious moment for the Secretary-General to
quit; a rudderless United Nations on its 60th anniversary will
neither benefit the world body nor the comity of nations.
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/l{ ndings painful: Annan

Secretary-General accepts responsibility for oil scam \J\[

Yy
Ewen MacAskill N

LONDON: Kofi Annan, U.N.\Secre-
tary-General, has described the
findings of the investigatioh into
the Iraq oil-for-food scandal as
“painful” and “embarrassing”
and underlined an urgent need
for reform of the world
organisation.

Mr. Annan accepted personal
responsibility but made it clear
he was not going to resign. He
was formally presented with the
820-page report of Paul Volcker,
head of the inquiry, during a
meeting of the Security Council.

Mr. Volcker told the Council:
“Our assignment has been to
look for mis- or maladministra-
tion in the oil-for-food pro-
gramme and for evidence of
corruption within the U.N. orga-
nisation and by contractors. Un-
happily we found both.”

The U.S. administration,
which is hostile to Mr. Annan
and the U.N.in general, joined in
the criticism. John Bolton, U.S.
Ambassador to the U.N. and a
long-time critic of the organisa-
tion, said: “This report unambig-
uously rejects the notion that
business as usual at the U.N. is
acceptable.”

Mr. Bolton added: “We need
to reform the U.N. in a manner
that will prevent another oil-for-
food scandal. The credibility of
the U.N. depends on it.”

# Report finds fauits in
programme

¢ Saddam altowed ta skim
off $10 billion

= Panel criticises Kojo
Annan on several counts

As well as criticising Mr. An-
nan, the inquiry blamed the per-
manent members of the Security
Council, for taking a lax ap-
proach to the programme.

The oil-for-food scheme was
set up in 1996 to allow Saddam
Hussein to sell oil in return for
food for an Iraqi population suf-
fering from the ravages of U.N.
sanctions. The report acknowl-
edges that about 90 per cent of
the 26 million population was
dependent on the food and med-
icines that the programme
provided.

But the investigators, in the
course of their inquiries, uncov-
ered instances of corruption and
mismanagement. Mr. Hussein
was allowed to skim off $10.2
billion, and various companies
as well as U.N. officials are al-
leged to have taken a share.

But the investigators said they
found no evidence that Mr. An-
nan had used his influence to
help a company, for which his
son Kojo was then working, to

o-\b

secure one of the 011 for-food
contracts.

An E-mail discovered in June
from one of the company’s exec-
utives suggested that the exec-
utive had spoken to the
Secretary-General in Paris in
1998. But the investigators dis-
missed the claim, saying this
amounted to no more than a
shouted hello across a hotel cor-
ridor, and that the executive had
subsequently exaggerated the
incident.

As for Kojo himself, the in-
vestigators criticised him on
several points.

Expectation

The report also described a
plot in which Mr. Hussein tried
to influence Mr. Annan’s prede-
cessor, Boutros Boutros-Ghali.
The investigators claim that
Baghdad paid millions of dollars
to a South Korean businessman
and Iragi-born American busi-
nessman with the apparent ex-
pectation that they would pass
money to Mr. Boutros-Ghali and
another U.N. aide.

Though the investigators crit-
icised Mr. Boutros-Ghali for al-
lowing the oil-for-food
programme to be established in
such a way that Mr. Hussein was
able to exploit it, there is no sug-
gestion he was involved in any
wrongdoing. — ©Guardian
Newspapers Limited 2005
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cross the vast African continent,

as nations confront critical issucs

of food security, conflicts, hunger

nd disease, heads of government

and heads of state as well as their foreign

ministers and ambassadors have been strug-

gling with another difficult question: what is
Africa’s role in the

UN and specifically in a Security Council
which could be revamped to provide
greater representation to Asia, Africa and
Latin America.

It actually boils down to who should rep-
resent Africa. “Potentially, it is a divisive
issue,” said a senior African diplomat who
has served extensively in different coun-
tries. “For the first time, we are seeing cer-
tain countries pushing their own national
interests.”

Africa’s role and the way that the African
Union, platform for all 53 African nations
— which are over a quarter of all UN mem-
bers — votes or supports members decides
who gets into the world’s most exclusive
power club: the P-5 or five permanent
members of the UN Security Council com-
prising the USA, Britain, France, China and
Russia.

They can make or unmake international
policy for good or otherwise and have, in
each of their armouries, an all powerful
brahmastra, a weapon that can negate or
over-rule the General Assembly and all the
committees of the UN and their drafts. It’s
a four letter word and it’s the veto.

The UN, now with nearly 200 member-
states, is perhaps the world’s most repre-
sentative body and talk shop. Its advocates
describe the UN system as one of the most
democratic in the world where every
national leader worth his salt has as much
time on the floor as anyone else.

Of course, there is the right to object and
the right of reply to be exercised by coun-
tries either in conflict or with a history of
sparring such as India and Pakistan or the
USA and the former Soviet Union or even
China and Japan.

But despite the outward trappings of
international democracy, the UN and its
running — and the international ramifica-
tions of policy in a basket of issues from the
environment and energy to armed conflict,
HIV/AIDS, health and hunger — depend on
the P-5.

1f one was to be cynical, five nations can
essentially tell the world to go to hell if they
were unconcerned about specific issues
which trouble life on earth. And over the
decades, there has been growing support
for the expansion of the Security Council to
reflect existing social and economic reali-
ties.

The process got a kick-start from UN
Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who said
members of the General Assembly should
try and arrive at a consensus on a more
democratised structure for the Permanent
Council by the time of the Millennium
Summit this month, when most heads of
state or government, would be in New York

-

to assess progress on goals by 2015 to
reduce acute poverty, improve maternal
and infant health apart from other cfforts.

This was a not-too-subtle reflection of his
exasperation with the current system. Over
the past year, the G-4 of India. Japan,
Germany and ‘Brazil, all four major interna-
tional economic powers, have actively pur-
sued a process of lobbying others, including
the P-5, to expand the council.

The going has not been casy at any point.
despite the fund of goodwill that India
enjoys in the countries of the South.

When it became clear that the P-5 were
not going to part initially with their veto
power, the G-4 caved in and agreed to fight
for more seats, including two for Africa but
without veto powers. It was seen as the
more practical way of getting “a foot into
the door™ as one veteran Indian diplomat,
who has worked extensively in Africa, put it.

That's when the turmoil began within the
AU: when Nigeria, the current president of
the African Union, agreed with the G-4 in
London last month that this was a pragmat-
ic way of approaching the issuc and the veto
question should be put aside for the time, it
summoned the other 52 AU members to
headquarters in Addis Ababa to put the
seal on what it thought was a done deal.

Not by a long shot: representatives of
nearly 43 countries and the heads of state of

10, including Zambia, one of the pioneers
of African unity and resistance to colonial
regimes as well as apartheid, arrived and
many slammed Nigeria for accepting the
non-veto status, for hectoring the AU “like
a headmaster” and presuming it knew what
members wanted.

In the background was the concern ulso
that Nigeria and South Africa, the two most
powerful countries of the continent, would
grab the seats and leave east. central and
northern Africa unrepresented,

“Even if it takes 50 years, we will stay out
if we do not get the veto,” one African
leader declaimed. Such sharp divisions
were unprecedented in the AU, known for
its collegial approach, and it is significant
that Libya, Egvpt and Algeria, friends of
the “coffee club™ of Pakistan and Italy. were
among those spearheading the attack on
the G-4/Nigeria proposals.

They were, in the terminology of Asian
and African diplomats, “the spoilers.” Once
the battle lines were drawn at Addis Ababa,
and the majority was clearly in no mood to
compromise with the G-4 and Nigerian for-
mulation, Nigeria’s President Olusegun
Obasanjo beat a retreat.

A new committee of 10 heads of state,
including Zambia, Namibia, Sierra Leone
and Kenya was set up to canvass support for
the dominant view not just in the AU but

~ UNSC AND AFRICA

= & SANJOY HAZARIKA reports from Zambia on the fight for Africa’s soul — and vote

also across the world. The time limit set for
its report was one month. But this is not a
teasible option. given the time constraints
on the committec and the heads of state,
some of whom have little time to travel
within their own countries. So a view
appears to be emerging. in classical South
formulation, that while an extraordinary
summit of the AU will be held this month
during the UN Millennium conference. the
coordinating comaiitice would- need more
time for its consultations, There are strong
reservations about a proposed “right to
recall” by some AU groups. Under this, a
second member of the SC from Africa (the
AU suggests this could be a post filled by
rotation within Africa) could be withdrawn
if a majority felt that its views were not
being articulated.

For Indian and Asian diplomats, the new
position of the AU was a setback but not
“the end of the road”. Indian officials say
the G-4 proposals remain on the table
although there are problems within the
Asian power structure. Thus, while China
does not oppose India’s entry, it is furiously
opposed to Japan, with whichr it has had a
running verbal and diplomatic spat for
months on the Japanese occupation record
during World War IT and other issues.

But the African view has essentially
ensured that for the time being there will be
no “democratisation” of the Security
Council. A Zambian diplomat says that
over the past months, the USA and China
have been working hard and quietly in
Africa to press their own views, which eftec-
tively seek to block change.

“China says 1t i1s happy to support our
position not to give up the veto,” he said.
Essentially, that meant that reaching a con-
sensus for the G-4 and the AU would be
that much more difficult. burying, at least
for now, the effort to win more seats at the
UNSC. Indeed, questions have arisen here
and elsewhere in Africa about the value of
a seat in the Security Council.

A senior editor in Zambia asked if
“Africa was ready for membership.” He
said it was imporrant to be careful “not to
be seen fighting other peopie’s battles,” a
reference to the China-Japan scrap and the
constant jousting between India and
Pakistan. But time seems to be running
short, if not out.

“The African feeling is, ‘Let us take a
position before the Millennium Summit’,
and it will be non-changeable,” said a senior
Zambian official. Former President
Kaunda, who now leads the campaign
against HIV/AIDS, asserts the need for UN
restructuring but says that the veto can
come later. “What is important is to go
stage by stage whereby representation is
given to all parts of the world.” “We must
not rush so much that even the first part is
not done,” says the statesman and friend of
India,

(The author is a Consulting Editor with
The Statésman.)
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 Poverty fuelling vnolenc

says UN

nder Gap

China, India Have Huge Urban- Rural DIVIé q

United Nations: Express
ing concern over increas-
ing poverty and schism be-
tween haves and have-nots
in the developing countries,
including India, the UN has
warned that violence and
terrorism would rise unless
steps are taken to reverse
economic and social in-
equalities, The growing vio-
lence associated with “na-
tional and international
acts of terrorism” is the re-
sult of stark economic and
social inequalities and com-
petition of over scarce
resources, a report released by the
UN said. _

Inequalities within and between
countries, it said, have “accompa-
nied” globalisation and have had
negative consequence.

To prevent global conflict and vio-
lence, it said, attention should be
paid to reducing inequalities in ac-
cess to resources and opportunities.
The report, ‘The Inequality Predica-

A Chinese man walks past a beggar on a Beijing street

ment”’ points out that 80% of the
world’s gross domestic product be-
long to one billion people in the de-
veloped world and remaining 20% is
shared by 5 billion people in the de-
veloping countries.

Since 1990s, the inequalities have
become a common feature in these
states, it added. In some cases, the re-
port said, it appears to be closely re-
lated to growing distance between

and urban areas.

“This type of inequality is
particularly stark in China
and, to alesser extent, in In-
dia and Thailand. In case of
China, half of the overall
increase in income inequal-
ity since 1985 is attributable
to difference in income dis-
tribution among the coun-
try’s regions,” it stressed.

The report says although
more women and girls were
being educated, formal em-
ployment figures for
women had stagnated or
even decreased in some
parts of the world. More troubling is
the sharp increase of women being
employed by the informal sector,
it added.

The gains made in gender equality,
education and other areas proved
that social mobilisation, particularly
civil society engagement, can help
rajse awareness to social problems
and spur action at national and re-
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G4 refuses to bow down

as Annan {lip-flops %

US Supports Overall Changes, Against Deadline For Reforms

United Nations: Japan and
its G4 allies—India, Brazil
and Germany—will keep
pushing to achieve UN
Security Council reform by
September, Tokyo’s UN
ambassador said on Thurs-
day, even as United Nations
Secretary-General Kofi
Annan again distanced
himself from his own appeal
that the debate be settled

by then.
Ambassador Kenzo
Oshima, whose country

wants a permanent seat on
the council, said that no
matter what Annan says,
talks will continue with
African and other nations
over its proposal to add four
permanent’ seats to the
15-nation council.

“There is no change
in our position,” Oshima
said. “We have not given
up anything.”

Diplomats have acknowl-
edged for more than a
decade that the council, es-
tablished in 1945, doesn’t re-
flect the world in the 21st
century, but have never been
able to reach a deal on
changing it.

Hopes were high that
this time would be different
after Annan told the
191-member General Assem-

THE GREAT UN DEBATE

hope for the sake of their leaders and

the peoples of the world they will be
able to put a solid document before
them (world leaders). The issue is not

‘k going to die. They will have to pursue
and | hope resolve it before we all go away for Christmas.
— UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan

here is no

change in
our position.
+ We have not
given up
anything.

—Japan's UN ambassador
Kenzo Oshima

N reforms

isnota
one night
stand. UN
reform is
forever.

—American ambassador to UN
~ John Bolton

bly in March that member
states should settle the issue
before a September summit
of world leaders.

But the debate has again
stalled because of national
and regional rivalries.

On Wednesday, Annan
backed away from the
September deadline for the
first time, saying he thought
that if a deal couldn’t be
reached before the summit,
it should be finished by the
end of the year.

1 RHG ons

THL

Annan repeated that on
Thursday. He ruled out the
possibility that  world
leaders would themselves
be able to resolve the issue
at the September summit,

saying they would be
too busy.
“Ideally; it should be done

by September. That was my

own inijtial recommenda-

tion,” Annan told Japan’s
NHK television.

“But if that were to slip, I
think the member states

should remain focused, de-
termined and engaged, and
try to do it by the end of the
year because it is urgent.”

The council currently
has 10 members elected
for two-year terms and
five permanent members
with veto power—the United
States, Russia, China,
Britain and France. Brazil,
Germany, India and Japan
have proposed a 25-member
council, adding six perma-
nent seats and four nonper-
manent seats.

The so-called Group
of Four are hoping to win
four of the permanent seats
onthe UNSC. The African
Union has proposed expand-
ing the council to 26
members—adding six
permanent seats with veto
power and five non-perma-
nent seats. A third variant
would add 10 non-perma-
nent seats.

US ambassador John Bol-
ton repeated the US stance
that there should be no set
deadline for council reform.
He cited efforts through the
1990s and into 2000 when na-
tions couldn’t meet dead-
lines on the issue. “UN re-
form is not a one night
stand,” Bolton said. “UN re-
form is forever.”” agencies

s> OF INCIA
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o gang up against G4 G4

K.P.NAYAR
New ¥ rk, Aug. 5: George W.

Bush’s handpicked new am-
bassador to the UN yesterday
roped in China to work togeth-
er with him in opposing Secu-
rity Council reform.

The agreement will poten-
tially deal a death blow to Ind-
ia’s efforts to win a permanent
seat on the Security Council.

The pact between John Bo-
1ton and China’s ambassador
to the world body, Wang Guan-
gya, came close on the heels of
an emergency African sum-
mit in Addis Ababa, which re-
fused to water down the conti-
nent’s demand for two perma-
nent seats with veto power ina
reformed Security Council.

India, which sent a delega-
tion to Addis Ababa headed by
South Block’s secretary deal-
ing with Africa, had hoped to
persuade the summit to com-
promise on that demand and
jointly table a General Assem-
bly resolution with the Group
of Four (G4) states seeking Se-
curity Council reform.

Other G4 countries — Ger-
many, Japan and Brazil — had
also joined forces with India in
this effort at the African Uni-

Vi

on (AU) summit even as Nige-
ria’s president Olusegun Oba-
sanjo, the AU president, warn-
ed the continent’s leaders. “We
need to negotiate with other
groups, unless our objective is
to prevent any decision. If that
happens, let us be under no il-
lusion: Africa stands to lose
more than any other region.”
But Obasanjo’s warning
fell on deaf ears at the summit,
and speaking for the majority
in the AU, Sudan’s foreign
minister, Mustafa Osman Is-
mail, said: “We are not ready
to accept a distorted resolu-
tion which will divide the Se-

‘eurity Council into three cate-

gories: one permanent group
with veto power, another per-
manent group without veto
power and (a) third group with
rotating representation. This
is totally unacceptable.”
Meanwhile, Wang met Bol-
ton a day after the latter pre-
sented his credentials to UN
secretary-general Kofi Annan
and then told reporters: “We
agreed to work together to ma-
ke sure that our interests are
maintained.... At this stage,
our objective will be to oppose
the G4, to make sure they do
not have sufficient votes to

take the risk to divide the
house.”

The US has been without a
permanent representative to
the UN all through the second
Bush term because the Senate
refused to confirm Bolton, a
neo-conservative who has
been accused of everything
from undiplomatic behaviour
and doctoring US intelligence
to high-handedness and mis-
leading the Congress.

But the White House this
week bypassed the Senate and
used a rare constitutional pro-

vision which authorises the

president to temporarily nom-
inate an ambassador.

Delhi on Africa

India has said it will continue
to negotiate with the African
Union in spite of it rejecting
the G4 proposal. “It is a matter
of regret that the extraordi-
nary African Union summit
held in Addis Ababa was una-
ble to endorse an AU/GA... ag-
reement in London on July
25,” foreign ministry spokes-
man Navtej Sarna said in Del-
hi. Foreign minister K. Nat-
war Singh has spoken to G4
counterparts following yester-
day’s development.



AFRICA FIRM ON ITS STAND

-4 plans
recelve

ex

UNITED NATIONS, Aug
4. — The efforts by G-4
nations including India to
get  permanent UN
Security Council seats suf-
fered a jolt today with the
53-member African Union
virtually rejecting their
compromise formula and
the USA and China decid-
ing to work together to
defeat their framework
resolution on expansion of
the 15-member body.
Reports from Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia, where
the African leaders met at
an extraordinary summit,
said the meeting rejected
the G-4 suggestion that
they accepted (wo perma-
nent seats without veto
power. The African lead-
ers stuck to their demand
for veto power and

" announced setting up of a

10-member panel to con-
tinue talks on the Council
reforms.

Diplomats at the United
Nations said, the decision
shows virtual split in the
African Union and G-4
would now have to count
votes of individual African
nations before deciding
how to proceed on their

2 % S

)01t

resolution. -

The Group of Four (G-
4) comprising = India,
Japan, Germany and
Brazil, had proposed a 25--
member council, adding
six permanent seats with-
out veto and four non-per-
manent seats.

The G-4 had sent repre-
sentatives to Addis Ababa
in an effort to reach an
agreement with the AU to
win the two-thirds support
of UN member states
needed to change the
Security Council.

Rejecting the Group of
Four countries’ compro-
mise formula, African
leaders stuck to their
demand for a permanent
seat on the UN Security
Council today.

Ethiopian foreign min-
isier Mr Seyoum Mestin
said: “Africa has come
together with a consensus,
which is to push Africa’s
case. Africa’s case is to get
two permanent seats on
the United Nations
Security Council with veto
power.” The Group of
Four — Japan, Brazil,
Germany and India — had
proposed that Africa ca
get two permanent seats
on the council, withgut

veto power. fi
/

Mot



o-US spanner m G4 pla

Informal agreemen

S. Rajagopalan
Washington, August 4

THE UNITED States and China
have decided to join forces for a
mission extraordinary: To block
the plan of India and other G4
nations to expand the UN Secu-
rity Council.

The informal agreement came
about at a meeting China’s UN
envoy Wang Guangya had with
his newly-installed American
counterpart, John Bolton, on
Tuesday — the first full day of
Bolton at the new post.

Although Washington and
Beijing have been vehemently
opposed to the G4 move right
from the start, this is the first
time they will be coordinating
their efforts in a bid to halt G4 in
its tracks.

Wang was quoted as saying
that he and Bolton reached the
agreement after they both con-
curred that the resolution moved
by India, Japan, Germany and
Brazil will divide the UN’s mem-
ber states.

“We agreed to work together
to make sure that our interests
are being maintained — which
means that we have to work in
parallel ways to see that the uni-
ty of the UN members, the unity
of every regional group, will not
be spoiled because of this ma-
noeuvre,” Wang said.

As he put it, the “ultimate
goal” of both China and the US is
an expansion of the Security
Council that will not divide its
191-member states. “But at this
stage, I think our objective will
be to oppose the G4, to make sure
they do not have enough votes to
take the risk to divide the Coun-
cil,” he added.

There was no immediate com-
ment from Bolton, but his sec-
ond-in-command Anne W. Patter-
son told a UNSC meeting that the
world body’s immediate focus
should be on “more urgently
needed reforms” than on ex-
panding the UNSC.

M

\}\ﬁ( 'M\'

She called upon the G4 and the
rival Uniting for Consensus
(UFC) group to defer tabling
their competing resolutions and
stop pushing for votes. She took
the stand that the UNSC debate
has “indeed siphoned extensive
resources and attention away
from more critical UN reforms”.

n THE N

says expansion bid will divide member—nati*ons‘

The US-Chinese agreement
came about virtually on the eve
of the crucial meeting of the 53-
member African Union in Addis
Ababa to hammer out a common
position with G4 on the UNSC
expansion.

Over the last ‘couple of
mo;;ths India, Japan, Germany

ans

\

REUTERS
US ambassador to the United Nations John Bolton speaks to journalists as he leaves after meeting United
Nations General Assembly president Jean Ping in New York recently.

and Brazil have been campaign-
ing vigorously seeking UN re-
forms which would pave the way
for the SC expansion. The agree-
ment last week with the 53-mem-
ber African Union gave the
Group a much-needed boost
needed to bring about the Secu;
rity Council expansion. /



~ G-4, AU agree on
{UNSC expansion,.

5

Press Tmszof India

LONDON, July 26. —Ina
significant breakthrough,
the Group of Four and the
African Union have ag-
reed to present a joint res-
olution to the United Nat-
ions on expansion of the
Security Council after the
African nations dropped
their demand for veto
rights for new permanent
members.

After hectic parleys with
the foreign ministers of
the G-4 nations compris-
ing India, Germany, Japan
and Brazil, representatives
of the African Union
agreed to drop their
demand for a veto right
for a new permanent
member of the expanded
Security Council.

The G-4 reciprocated by
acceding to the AU pro-
posal to add five new non-
permanent members of
the Security Council, mak-

n&;
i ?“

ing it a 26-member body.
The G-4 wanted to add
only four non-permanent
members to the UN body.

The extra seat will be
floated among developing
countries of Africa, Asia
and Latin America and
the Caribbean states.

“The above changes
shall be incorporated into
a joint AU-G4 resolution
on the understanding that
continued support by th
AU and the G4 co-spon-
sors as well as supporters
is ensured, with a view to
adopting the resolution, if
possible by the end of the
month.” an Indian official
spokesman said.

“We all want the UN
reforms to go forward. We
have also agreed not to
press for veto. There is an
agreement that the Afri-
can Union would meet at
an extraordinary mecting
to discuss the way for-
ward,” said African Union
Group chairman and for-

eign minister of Nigeria,
Mr Adeniji Oluyemi.

External Affairs minis-
ter Mr Natwar Singh, for-
eign ministers of Japan,
Germany and Brazil — Mr
Nobutaka Machimura, Mr
Joschka Fischer and Mr
Celso Luiz Nunes Amo-
rim, respectively, repre-
sented the G-4.

A spokesman of the
African Union said every-
one had accepted the
objective that the United
Nations system must be
changed to make it more
functional, more represen-
tative, more reflective of
the reality and more
democratic. “We cannot
amend the UN charter
unless we have 128 mem-
bers — two-thirds of 191
member UN  General
Assembly — supporting
our resolution. In the
game of numbers, the G-4
has 32 countries support-
ing it. African Union has
53 countries. Altogether

0

the two groups have 85
countries — still a shorts:
fall of 43,” he said. .
“We are going back to °
our capitals. The whole
objective accepted b
everybody is that the UN
system — Security Council
and other systems must be
changed to make it more.
functional, more represen- -
tative, more reflective of
the reality and more
democratic. To accomplish
that we are all going back
to our countries to work
out a strategy to ensure
that we have 128 countries
supporting our resolution. -
We are committed to
working together with all
countries in the world so
long as we have a group
which is prepared to work..
with us,” the spokesman .
said and added: “We shall
work with them. G4 has
shown a clear indication
that they are ready to work
with us. We are not 7lud-

ing any group.” /



/l’alks on for G- 4-AU resolution

Statosman‘ News Service v}&

.NEW DELHI, July 25. —The

foreign ministers of India,
Brazil and South Africa yes-
terday met two of their
African Union counterparts to
evolve a common G4-AU res-
olution for expansion of
United Nations Security
Council in London.

The IBSA foreign ministers,
Mr Natwar Singh, Mr Celso
Amorim of Brazil and Ms ND
Zuma of South Africa dis-
cussed the subject of UN
reforms with the Nigerian for-
eign minister. Mr Adeniji
Oluyemi, and Botswana for-
eign minister, Mr Mompati
Merafhe.

There were also representa-
tives from other African coun-
tries at the meeting in
London.

Describing the discussions
as “detailed and positive”, the
official spokesperson of the
ministry of external affairs
said the participants agreed
that that in view of their com-
mon objective, it was impor-
tant for G4 and AU to reach a
mutual understanding.

Foreign minister Mr Natwar Singh with foreign ministers of Brazil, South Africa
and other AU countries in London. — PTI

Towards that goal, the sched-
uled meeting of G4 foreign
ministers and AU 18 foreign
ministers today in London
“would be important”.

The external affairs minister
also held a bilateral meeting
with Japanese foreign minis-
ter, Mr Nobutaka Machimura.

The G-4 resolution intro-
duced in the UN General Ass-
embly had called for expanding
the UNSC from 15 to 25 mem-
bers, with six more permanent
members and four new non-

permanent rotating seats. They
also called for the veto power
for new permanent members to
be frozen for 15 years.

The differences in the
African Union resolution
mainly relate to the veto
power, with the African Union
demanding that new perma-
nent members should be
immediately given veto power.

Also, they also asked for two
non-permanent  seats  for
Africa, rather than just one as
proposed by the G-4.



'G-4, AU

on UNMﬁ

UN HQ, July 23. — The G-
4 nations and the African
Union have failed to reach
a consensus on the issue of
UN Security Council’s
expansion at their ambas-
sadors’ meeting here and
have decided fo leave the
matter to their foreign
ministers, who will be
meeting in London soon.

The UN ambassadors of
India, Japan, Germany and
Brazil were commissioned
by their foreign ministers
to draw up a draft resolu-~
tion on the issue, that
would be acceptable to
both. But AU ambassadors
were unable to arrive at a
common position with the
G-4, a source said.

The G-4 presented the

ju, W8
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fail to agree
expansion

AUl with options but, hav-
ing considered many opt-
ions, the AU was unable to
agree on any one position.

All the options would
now be presented to the
forcign ministers of the G-
4 and the African Union,
who are scheduled to meet
in London on Monday.
External affairs minister
Mr Natwar Singh will hold
parleys with his counter-
parts Nobutaka Machi-
mura of Japan, Joschka
Fischer of Germany and
Celso Luiz Nunes Amorim
of Brazil. African diplo-
mats said that the joint G~
4-AU meeting could be
preceded by discussions
among African foreign

ministers. PTI /
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Pakistan, Italy-led group
fo table draft resolutlonw

Opposes expansion of Security Council’s permanent membershlp

B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD: The Italy and Pakis-
tan led group of countries, which
oppose expansion of the Securi-
ty Council’s permanent mem-
bership, plan to table in the U.N.
General Assembly a draft resolu-
tion on Monday.

According to Associated Press
of Pakistan (APP), official news
agency of Pakistan, the draft
calls for increase of the strength
of the 10-elected members to 20
with renewable two-year terms.

The 12-nation draft was sub-
mitted on Thursday to the 191-
member Assembly for process-
ing. The co-sponsors, all
members of the “Uniting for
Consensus” (UFC) group, are
Argentina, Canada, Colombia,
Costa Rica, Italy, Malta, Mexico,
Pakistan, South Korea, San Ma-
rino, Spain and Turkey.

On July 8, Italy, on behalf of
the group, circulated the draft to
other U.N. member states and
the General Assembly President,
Jean Ping. The draft proposes
expanding the Council’s non-

24
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# The 53-nation African
Union introduces another
r&soiution

» G-4, Afrlcan Urion may
hotd talks on Monday
« 15-year freeze on veto
power for new permanent
membgrs proposed

permanent members to 20 with
all non-permanent members on
the enlarged Council entitled for
immediate re-election.

The Security Council is cur-
rently composed of five perma-
nent members — the United
States, Britain, France, China
and Russia — and 10 elected
members with two-year terms,
half of which are rotated
annually.

As per the draft resolution
Asia and Africa would each get
three new non-permanent seats,
Latin America would gain two,
and the Eastern Europe and
Western Europe one each.

The draft contains amend-
ments to the U.N. Charter to re-
flect the enlargement of the
Council’s non-permanent mem-
bership, and calls upon U.N.
member states to ratify the
amendments by September
2007.

The measure is counter to a
framework draft resolution sub-
mitted to the General Assembly
on Wednesday by G-4. The G-4
proposal calls for an increase of
six new permanent members
and four non-permanent mem-
bers on the Security Council. It
also provides for a 15-year freeze
on the veto power for the new
permanent members.

Another draft introduced

Another draft was introduced
by the 53-nation African Union
(AU), which envisages an in-
crease of six permanent Council
members with the veto power
and five elected members, two of
them for Africa.

The G-4 and the AU held ne-
gotiations at the level of ambas-
sadors in New York a few days

ago but the talks remained dead-
locked. According to APP, For-
eign Ministers of the G-4 and the
AU are expected to meet in Lon-
don on Monday to further coor-
dinate their position on the :
Council expansion.

Pakistan’s suggestion

Last week, Pakistan’s U.N.
Ambassador Munir Akram
called for implementing U.N. re-
forms by consensus, not by vote.
“Instead of a devisive vote, let us
opt for a decisive dialogue,” he
told the Assembly.

Ambassador Akram main-
tained that a “small group of na-
tions” had used all kinds of
pressures to “selfishly” secure
permanent membership in an
enlarged Council. “We will not
choose to anoint six states with
special privileges and stamp our-
selves as second class members
in this organisation,” Mr. Akram
said, calling the G-4 plan “un-
equal” as it would give perma-
nent membership to 11 states,
consigning 180 others to com-
pete for 14 seats.”

THe .




G4 Africa to put heads
.-together on UNSC \

Forelgn ministers’ meet on July 25 after ambassadors talk

DHARAM SHOURIE
NEW YORK, JULY 18

THE G4 nations, including
India, have met representa-
tives of the African Union
and agreed to establish a joint
mechanism to arrive at a
common position on the
vexed UN Security Council
expansion issue.

At a luncheon meet at In-
dia’s UN mission on Sunday,
External Affairs Minister K.
Natwar Singh along with his
counterparts from Brazil,
Germany and Japan held
talks with an 18-member AU
delegation, led by Nigerian
Foreign  Minister Olu
Adeniji.

Describing the first sub-
stantive G4-AU talks as “use-

ful, constructive and cordial”,
Singh said, “We are finding a
way for our differences
not only to narrow, but to dis-
appear.”

A joint statement issued at
the end of the meeting
said that the two sides had
vowed to explore ways to ar-
rive at a common position,
overcoming differences over
their respective draft resolu-
tions on Security Council ex-
pansion.

After the talks, Indian Am-
bassador Nirupam Sen re-
jected the suggestion that any
compromise between the G4
and the African Union could
lead to a split in AU votes,
and said all regions of Africa
were represented at the
meeting.

At the centre of previous
contentions between the two
groups has been the question
of veto power for the pro-
posed new members.

But during the discussions,
diplomats and participants
said the differences between
the two sides were not so
wide as to defy solution.

They said the establish-
ment of a mechanism to iron
out problems at the first
meeting showed the serious-
ness with which the leaders
viewed their discussions.

The foreign ministers of
both sides will meet again in
Geneva on July 25 to review
talks that their UN ambas-
sadors in New York are due
to begin to thrash out any re-
maining differences. —PT]




G4, Africa agree

Press Trust of inda/ \% \'a,

NEW YORK. July 18 -— India and
other G4 countrics and the African
Union have agreed to establish a joint
mechanism o iron out differences on
expansion of the UN Sccurity Council.

The first-cver substantive meeting of
Forcign Ministers of G4 countries and
an 18%member African Union (AU)
dzlggamm led by the Nigerian forcign
minister, Mr Olu Adeniji, here yester-
day. discussed in depth ways 1o narrow
Jdown differences over the two groups’
respective draft resotution for the Se-
curity Council expansion,

The external affairs minister, Mr K
Natwar Singh. along with his counter-
parts from Brazil, Germany and Japan

ARG
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held talks with the AU dclegatlon at
India’s UN mission.

The torugn ministers of both sides
will meet again in Geneva on 25 July to
review in-depth discussions that their
UN ambassadors in New York will be-
gin soon to thrash out remaining dif-
ferences.

Describing the talks as “useful, con-
structive and cordial, Mr Singh said:

“We are tinding a way for our differen- |
ces not only to narrow. but to disap- 1
pear’. ‘,
|
|
{

e

A joint statement issued at the end
of the. luncheon meeting said the two |
sides discussed a way forward and
prospects for a common action wnth
regard reform of the UN Security
Council. The two sides agreed to estab- l
lish a joint mechanism
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"US deals blow

to India’s

.m/
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UNSC hopes

S. Rajagopalan
Washington, July 13

ulN -

THE US has dealt a major blow to the
resolution moved by India, Japan, Ger-
many and Brazil to expand the UN Se-
curity Council by categorically reject-
ing the “divisive” measure and urging
other nations to oppose it as well. In oth-
er words, New Delhi’s hopes of gettinga
seat in the UN Security Council has re-
ceived a jolt.

Participating in the General Assem-

-bly debate on the G-4 resolution on

Tuesday, the US went a step further,
warning that even if the assembly were
to pass the measure, the US Senate
could refuse to ratify it subsequently.
“Let me be as clear as possible: the US
does not think any proposal to expand
the Security Council should be voted
upon at this stage,” Shirin Tahir-Kheli,
adviser to secretary of state Condoleez-
za Rice, said.

The American rejection comes less
than a week before Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh visits Washington at
the invitation of President George W.
Bush. US support for India’s UNSC bid
has been regarded as a top priority item
on Singh’s agenda.

Stating that the US would support
UNSC’s enlargement “only in the right
way and at the right time”, Tahir-Kheli
told the member-nations: “We urge you to
oppose this resolution and, should it
come to a vote, to vote against it.”

But the G-4 sought to make it clear
that the resolution would be put to vote.
That could be as early as next week, said
Germany’s UN envoy Guenter Pleuger.

War of words

» US rejects G-4 res-
olution to expand
UNSC, terming it
“divisive”

# Urges other
nations to oppose
resolution.

® Warns that even if
the General
Assembly passes
the measure,
US Senate might
not ratify it later

# Says US would
support UNSC's
enlargement in
the right way, at
the right time

# Indian envoy says
resolution is his-
toric and would be
put to vote at
appropriate time.

# German envoy
says this could be
as early as next
week
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Pakistan, China flay G4

United Nations: Brazil form mtroduced a reso-
lution on enlarging the Unite§ Nations Security
Council (UNSC) on Monday in what could lead to a
radical change in the prestigious 15-member body.

The draft resolution from Germany, Japan, India
and Brazil—the G4—led to immediate debate, with
China and Pakistan opposing
the proposal and reiterat- i
ing the call for a broad
consensus on the issue as
opposed to a vote in the
UN General Assembly.
The resolution faces con-
siderable opposition, put-
ting in question its
chance of getting the two-
thirds majority vote (128
of 191) needed.

Of the council’s cur-
rent members, five are
permanent—US, France,
Britain, Russia and China. Ten other nonpermanent
seats rotate for two-year terms. The G4 nations want
10 new seats, four permanent seats for themselves,
two for African nations, and another four nonper-
manent seats. The US says no more than five new
members should be added. China objects to Japan,
Russia has no clear position and Britain and France
support the G-4.

Pakistan’s UN ambassador, Munir Akram, ac-
cused the G-4 of hijacking the process for its own
power. It accused the G4 of adopting “unethical” and

bid to expand UNSC

(\\» |

“selfish” means to garne support for permanent
membership. “We should adopt guidelines, within
the UN reforms process, to prevent use of such
means to twist the democratic will of free peoples
and nations,” Akram said in a highly caustic ad-
dress to the General Assembly.

China said it rejects a “forcible vote” on any for-
mula. “Forcing through
an immature formula by

The US says only mean? of a vote is bound
to split member states

5 new members and regional groups and
are needed in thus weaken the authori-
ty and role of the UN. To

the SOOW’W do so would also defeat to-
Council, while tally the original purpose

of the Security Council
reform,” China’s UN am-
bassador Wang Guangya
told the general assembly.

Opposition also came
from Algeria, Argentina, Colombia and San Marino.
Jordan supported the G4 resolution but demanded
that Arabs get one seat.

Speaking on behalf of the 53-member African
Union (AU), Mauritian UN ambassador Jagdish
Koonjul said the AU would put down its own resolu-
tion which calls for 11 additional seats.

Pakistan circulated a draft prepared by the Italy-
led United for Consensus (UFC) group which calls
for expansion in only the non-permanent category.
China squarely supports the UFC group. agencies

the G4 calls for
10 new members

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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UN debate gets underway
XY &7 on UNSC reform ¥

EVELYN LEOPOLD
UNITED NATIONS, JULY 12

BRAZIL formally introduced a
resolution on Security Council en-
largement on Monday in what could
lead to a radical change in the presti-
gious 15-member body responsible
for peace and security.

The draft resolution from Ger-
many, Japan, India and Brazil, aspi-
rants to permanent council seats,
once had the most traction of any
proposal. But it now faces consider-
able opposition, putting in question
its chance of achieving the required
two-thirds or 128 votes in the 191-
member UN General Assembly
needed for adoption.

Aware of opposition, Brazil's UN
ambassador, Ronaldo Moto Sar-
denberg, told the General Assem-
bly the four would negotiate with
the African Union, which has a
“stand so similar to ours”.

“No UN reform is complete with-
out reform of Security Council,”
Sardenberg said. He termed as “be-
guiling”, arguments that a vote on
expansion was premature after 12
years of debate. And he said those

who wanted consensus or a unani-
mous vote in the Assembly were
aiming “to block the procéss”.

Germany, Brazil, Japan and India
want to add 10 new seats to the 15-
member council, four of them per-
manent seats for themselves, two for
African nations, and another four
non-permanent seats.

The US says no more than five
more members should be added, but
it has not put forward its own draft
resolution. China objects to Japan,
Russia has no clear position and
Britain and France support the G-4.

Complicating the issue is a rival
proposal, expected to be turned
into a resolution soon, by the
African Union, whose 53 votes are
needed to reach the two-thirds
vote required. The AU wants 11
additional seats, six permanent
and five non-permanent, one
more then the G-4.

And a third proposal, not yetin a
resolution, would ask for 10 new non-
permanent members, with various
terms in office. Medium-sized states
such as Pakistan, Canada, South Ko-
rea, Argentina, Mexico and others
support this position. —Reuters
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Storm over G4 sdraft

on UNSC expansio

i

Pakistan, China lead opposztzon o\

S. Rajagopalan
Washington, July 12

AMID ONGOING efforts by In-
dia and the other G4 nations to
strike a compromise with the 53-
member African Union, the UN
General Assembly has kicked
off a debate on the foursome’s
draft resolution to expand the
Security Council.

The debate that got under way
on Monday was marked by the ex-
pected rejection of the draft by
China and Pakistan, with the lat-
ter going on to term the G4 ini-
tiative as a bid to grab power.

But several other countries —
including France, Poland, Swe-
den, Finland, Iceland, Latvia,
Lithuania, Tuvalu and Bhutan —
strongly supported the G4 draft to
raise the UNSC’s permanent
seats from five to 11 and non-per-
manent ones from 10 to 14.

A date is still to be set for the
vote, though indications are that
it may take place “around July
20”. The picture is expected to be-
come clegr after the foreign min-
isters of Ahe group — India, Japan,
y and Brazil - hold a cru-
cial Atock-taking meet in New
on July 17.

T3 JuL 20

The implacable hostility of
China and Pakistan to the G4 bid
came to the fore even as Brazil’s
UN envoy, Ronaldo Mota Sarden-
berg, introduced the draft on be-
half of the group.

Advancing the group’s view, he
rejected the contention of coun-
tries such as China and Pakistan
that the UNSC’s expansion
should be attempted only through
a consensus.

A vote by the 191-member Gen-
eral Assembly was the only pre-
scription for a democratic expan-
sion of the council, he said.

Taking potshots at the naysay-
ers, including China and Pak-
istan, Sardenberg commented:
‘As for the argument that working
to bring this issue to a conclusion
after 12 years of discussion is
somehow still premature, we can
only consider it beguiling”.

China stuck to its position that
it would reject “forcible vote” on
any formula on which significant
differences still existed. “Forcing
through an immature formula by
means of a vote is bound to split
member-states and regional
groups and thus weaken the au-
thority and role of UN”, its am-
bassador, Wang Guangya, said.

Pakistan’s ambassador Munir
Akram went a step further accus-
ing the G4 of a bid to grab power
and privileges.

“The seekers of special privi-
leges and power masquerade as
the champions of the weak and
disadvantaged”, he said.

“We won't choose to anoint six
states with special privileges and
stamp ourselves as second-class
members in this organisation”,
he added.

Pakistan has indicated plans to
table its draft along with Italy,
Mexico and Argentina, who are
leading a group called ‘Uniting
for Consensus’. Their proposal is
to add 10 non-permanent mem-
bers to the UNSC without dis-
turbing the present core struc-
ture of five permanent members
with veto power.

The African Union is planning
its own draft, depending upon
the way its discussions with the
G4 go. The two groups have a
common position on the number
of new permanent members, but
the African group wants veto
powers for them. In addition, it
favours five additional seats, two
of them for Africa, in the non-
permanent category.

THE HID: 2 AN e




13 JuL ? ¢

 Reaifeet e
203, Rl

s Ptk @ enfAsa

3% gAE: MFrER e
Ao SRR e 2R oo
3R I 4F (1} &-81

FoUAST TRATe oM -
FE TSR ¢ BoF Asid
Rraifast statg) @2 42 (IR
fraifas) (@ wpiE, o smwiE
wire-E far-s (ifia i o3l
e wifrew ofTws @ @3
T, O SIS ATa 62 51
TR TS|

oRe, AW, i e
Fifercem #0308 1A G
e AW cmwar%ﬁn@f
ANt ATl 2w
Farerat “{faemr Jw A e
@ A/ 2¢ 397 IA
TACE| 3 ATTS S o AT W0
off 2@ cethi-wweRe R
735, A 85 wrgd W)

-8 N8 T el
e Raew Brare @ 555
WO YR e (g
fefers | e fefars a1
coioigl Zre ANE 20 FEAlR,
OIRCS AR WA Bikg
T4 T3S 3TCE AT | ABIA A
e (N AT oafEa 13-
GO T wEH|

Aacers RS oiw w3ce
q-aces Oy Rifiet =i
for-=iifdeiTR Gogdn R
PR (UF| I oRS-Red
/ﬁmwwmmm
e 14e @R AR
/mmﬁmmmﬁmr@m

.,-\
-

FACS b1¥, O @2 e w3
ot Rl ofqew wige
Fifeq a2 Farers 7| s
Tewel R fReo u%/
o Tt 3 e Resoe
faotn ifiq wisifis Faaam”
TENS WG 92 I S
AGoJLE PoLTISE e RS
FCAR| O 9% TZCE FoUASP
RigvR oy TEnmm [
ifds 79| sy SITS SR
G T WHE P, (A6
AR, o it S
IR TS S 237 2T
T FACEe Sivitge @ &E
bR 7o eqm ws@e) sia
TG, FETS #@R @9 O FH

o -8 ey (s St

oM WS GIICe BigCR!
SARINTHT AT I, “FRere
AR IR Y @S Fhaw
R @R [ B

47 #R2 RS wme wiha
FR (N JECEEE SfEFew
T, f&-8-49 IBIG M AW
G131 {51 T wifrns, ¥ 9w
Agefid AW @FNe TG TUT
W?ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ-m?@t@ﬁﬂﬂ%
(&, goIa weet g %6
o sy A g
a¥me MR FarE, AR oioe
TP A | WA, AR
Stst or AR S 999
T A S T R
TeHErR  Eftet  gdwe
RISl T Aeote g A
4TS RS SRS HITE -8 1

re.
/

g 4

-l



. Ieak
s1y3 uaddey jou [ [[IDUNO)
£umdag  sy;  Jo] uorsuedxe
Teyy 3doooe 03 aaey isnf jysdru
am ‘suonnjosal djeredss omy
11135 21 2391} Aep 3173 JO pud oY)
Je I Ing "ouy ‘SUOIIN[OSAI Om]
9} uo payoeal st astwoxdwoo
€ JT YUI| 3s93eam a13 S1 eOLYY,,

‘pres
[eYJ0 9y} ‘Opis Iayj0 dY} uo
110ddns 9507 pjnom am jnq uory
-NJOS3I .IN0 10 930A PINOM S3LI}
-unod> wedlyly a10]y -Surdnoss
118y} I0J aIoWr 3U0 UO }s[sul
Aew ueaqquIe) 9Y) 10 EOLIOWY
uije] ‘sutiom jo ued e dn uado
PINOM JBY} USY) INq 1E9S [eUol
-Ippe ue Sunged eoLyy spunw
¥-D o3 jo Aue yJuryy j,uop [,
“Toyealq
-[e9p ® 8q pIno> jess jusurl

-Iad-uou e1)x3 ue aaey o} ueid
118y} 3Nq 0334 3Y] UO IUA}SISUT
1oy} dop Aewr suedLyy oy

HUIf1S9yRIM I,

'6Z UBY) 19381 97
031 dn [PUNOY £31IM29G 913 JO IZIS
pasodoid oy} aye} pjnom oM
‘@OLIJY 10j 1¥as jusueurlad-uou
BIIXd QU0 Saa[oaul ose yesod
-o1d ')’V 9y, ‘11oddns 1apim uim
03 ISPJO UT sXwad GT 10§ duelaqe
ul puewap jeyl p[oy o3 pesife
mg spys o19a Jydnos £preu
-18110 pey SaLIUNod $-0) ayJ,
"039A JO JYSLI 813 9ABY 35NW
£ayy sisIsuUl Ing ‘edLyY  wogy
om} Suipnpul ‘SIBqUWIdW JuSU
-euLIad MOU XIS JO UOLIPPR 93
sjuem os[e ‘'R 9y} ‘AUBULIDD
pue [izeig ‘uede} ‘erpuy oy
‘freg reroyyo 1otu

-9S B X8} pasiuoulley € aonp
-0d 03 sn £q spewr aq mou [m
JI0ye AI9A9 ‘SSLIUNOD UBILYY
Y3} Y suorjerjogau ano uy,,

1X9] pasTuouLIe |

“UOTIN[0Sal 31 SuI[qe) 3aq
OsTe [[IM ‘siaquiawl jusueuriod
MU Jo uonppe sy} oy pasoddo
‘s3L1JUN0? Jo dnoad qny) 9exjo),
94} ‘YSnous Appnur Jou a1om s19]
-BMm 93 JI S8 pUy "A[qUIdsSy [e1d
-Ud5 ay) uI uonnjosal ajeaedss
© se pa[qe) Suraq jo ssavoid a1
ur ose a1e spesodoxd )y sy,
Hoom
3se] BAQUT Ul JIWWNS $31 3¢ (1Y)
UoTu() UBdLYY ay) Aq pesiopua
stesodoid oy3 pue yelp s,5-0 oy3
usdmlaq IDULIAPIP oy} a8pLiq
0] }93s [[IM suoneN psjun
aYl o1 slopessequy -9 3y}

‘Sunjeawr yeyy 03 dun-uni oy uy
‘payorad st 8ut
-pueisispun ue (13 o nd aq [[im
9J0A 93 ‘JOU J1 Ing “3[MPaYyds U0
Pa3201d [114 ‘pooy a3 [[e uy ‘But
-10A ‘SSLIJUNOD URILIFY 39U} 1M

payoeal st asmuordurod e Jy
"JOU I0 210A ® YJ1m peaye ssaxd
0] I9(I9YM JO JUSWISSISSE [eUlf &
107 LT AInp uo 310X maN ul ueder
pue Auewian ‘fizexrg wioy syred
-13)unos siy J90us [jum yfuig rem

-JeN I9)STUIA STV [RILIOIXT
LT A uo 193w [eong)

'PoppE oY B3y uo
spuadep winy i sty L, “Ajzofew

mvﬂﬁ-gﬁ & YIIM UoTInjosal sy}

ssed 03 paxinbai serIunod Jo 19q
-Wwnu 9y} — ,8gT Jo aandy o1feur,,
ayr uo gJupusdep Jurpyhie
-A9 [}IM ‘Aepung uo npuiy oy
PI01 [e19J0 I0TUdS € “papua-uado
iou Ing d13se[s ST 3UT[Peap siyJ,
«0Z &ng
punole, A[qUIasSy [eIoUd5) 3y}
Ul 9304 0} UOINJOSAI JJeIp J1a]}
ind o) pesiSe oaey ‘puoysem
9} I9A0 UOpPUOT ur Fuleswr
‘SI8ISTUI UBTaI0 $-D 9y} ‘1o
-Uno) LInosg suoleN poyun
oy} puedxs o) [esodoid ireyy
10y Joddns [euopeursjuUl B
30 0018 Juniey 1017V AH1IQ MAN

uefereperep yireyppig

$9143unod gzj Jo ainbyy |

J1bew ayj Jauteb djay pinoa eaLyy

.02 A[np punoue, 304 N san

e rmarime

OAC §-0) =

¥

-



Ju »

India’s UNSC hopes
fade as G4 considers
! - backing downg,. 4
By Chidanand Rajghatta/TNN ﬂ)/

Washington: The Group of Four countries, including In-
dia, is likely to defer seeking a vote on their resolution call-
ing for an expan-

sion of the UN Se- UNDER PRESSURE?

curity Council. o~ VR i
Lukewarm sup-

port among mem-

ber nations faced
with disapproval
from two of the
P5 countries
(United  States
and Russia) ap-
pear to be the
main reason why the G4 is considering backing down.

India is inclined to agree to the postponement given that
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh is due in Washington on
July 17-20, diplomatic sources indicated. The Bush admin-
istration has made it known that it will not only not back
the G4 resolution but will also be unhappy if the group
pushes for a vote. It is now clear that behind all the public
posturing and ambiguous words, the US, China and Russia
among the P5 countries are opposed to a rush to vote and
prefer a consensus approach. Britain and France wholly
back the G4. The G4 proposal stands little chance of suc-
ceeding without backing from the full-bench P5.

Besides, the G4 resolution, which will come up for delib-
eration before the UN General Assembly on Monday, has
found support of only 23 other members, well short of the
100 the group was hoping to drum up before the debate.

The resolution needs 128 votes (two-thirds majority) need-
ed for it to pass. But many countries have been reluctant to
commit themselves ahead of the debate, even as Japan and
Germany, the two countries most anxious to press for a vote,
are pulling out all stops. There are few backers for the reso-
lution from Asia and the 53-member African Union queered
the pitch at their meeting in Libya last week by saying they
will introduce a slightly different resolution. The derailing
of the G4 push vindicates critics within the Indian estab-
lishment who have been warning that New Delhi is out of
touch with reality if it believes it can railroad its way to.an
UNSC permanent seat without support from the P5.
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G4 hopes for C

link-up with
African Uni jﬁ

VUAY Dutt }K \(\ %

tondon, July 9

The G4 has achleved a crucial diplomatic break-
through at a meeting with Ghana foreign minister
Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo. Late on Friday
evening, the meting, attended by the foreign minis-
ters of India, Brazil, Japan and Germany, was held
at the Braziliah embassy in London.

In the meeting, the G4 reportedly achieved a
breakthrough with the African Union, whose more
than 50 votes are crucial for securing a permanent
seat in the Security Council.

For the first time, the group’s foreign ministers
held talks with Akufo-Addo, who is a member of
the core group of the follow-up mechanism on the
UN reforms established by the African Union. The
summit will also discuss prospects of common ac-
tion in the immediate future with regard to the ex-
pansion and reform of the Security Council.

After the meeting, foreign minister K. Natwar
Singh told HT that the outcome of the meeting was
“yery good”. According to him, the urgency and
importance of working together to achieve a com-
mon goal was also stressed.

Brazilian foreign minister Celsc Amorin said
that the draft framework of the resolution on
UNSC reforms is aimed at making the body com-
patible with the current global scenario and recog-
nise the geo-political importance of nations. “Our
permanent representatives will meet on July 17 in
New York for further discussions”. India’s foreign
secretary Shyam Saran pointed out that the next 10
days would be crucial.

In the resolution, G4 have recalled the Brussels
Declaration, which expressed their intention to in-
troduce the text of the framework resolution leading
to its adoption by the General Assembly, after the
African Union and Caricom meetings this month.

The ministers also reiterated, in the backdrop of
decisions at the recent Summit of the African Union
in Syrte and the Caricom Summit in St Lucia, their
readiness to continue dialogue with the African
Union as co-sponsors of the draft resolution.

A statement issued after the meeting said, “The
participating ministers remain committed to UN
reform, in particular Security Council reform, in-
cluding enlargement by non-permanent and per-

- manent members, and will work together towards a
j ! ? R L successful cutcome”.
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/o G-4 submits}@
draft reso(lgti '

NEW DELHI, July 7. - The campaign to obtain a per-
manent seat in the United Nations Security Council
reached a decisive stage today, with India, Japan, Brazil
and Germany submitting their draft framework resolu-
tion to the General Assembly secretariat. The debate on
the resolution may be held next week.

The G-4 foreign ministers were supposed to meet in
London tomorrow, on the sidelines of the G8 Summit.
However, following the London blasts, it is not.known if
the meeting is still on schedule. As per the resolution,
the election of new permanent members should be held
within twelve weeks of adoption of the resolution. South
Block officials said that they hope to complete the pro-
cedure for adoption of the draft this month. After the
submission of the resolution to the secretariat, it will be
translated into all the official UN languages and then
distributed to the 191 members. Officials hope to start
the distribution by tomorrow, so that the debate could
be started from Monday. The six more permanent mem-
bers will include two members each from Africa and
Asia and one each from Europe and Latin America.
Interestingly, none of the co-sponsors are from Africa,
which is a disappointment for the G-4 nations. Further,
African Union also announced that they would submit
their own resolution to the General Assembly. However,
officials said that they would keep negotiating with the
African countries to bring them over to their side/ There
are two chief differences — in the number of on-per-
manent members and veto power.
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G-4 to submit resolution today

NEW DELHI, June 6. — The

‘Group of Four’ countries,
India, Brazil, China and Japan
will submit the draft framework
resolution for expanding both
the permanent and non-perma-
nent seats of the United Nations
Security Council to the General
Assembly secretariat tomorrow.
. This was decided at a closed-
door meeting in New York
between the permanent repre-
sentatives of the G-4 and co-
sponsors of the resolution.

Agencies report that India’s
permanent representative to
the UN, Mr Nirupam Sen, said
a debate on the resolution will
be held in the General
Assembly on 11 July.

The move to submit the reso-
lution comes after the African
Union’s decision to demand
two more permanent and non-
permanent seats.

Earlier in June, the G-4 for-
eign ministers had declared

their resolve to introduce the.

resolution after the AU summit
(4-5 July) and the Caribbean

"y

commumty summit (3-6 July)

Yesterday, India had terme
African Union’s demand for
two permanent seats in an
expanded Security Council as
“encouraging”.

The foreign secretary, Mr
Shyam Saran, had said that the
African countries played a
“critical role” in the G-4’s strat-
egy for expanding the UN
Security Council with six per-
manent seats. The G-4 coun-
tries are India, Brazil, Japan
and Germany who are actively
campaigning to join the elite
club as permanent members.

African countries account for
53 votes, which is a big chunk of
the 128 votes need for a two-
thirds majority required to pass
the resolution in the 191-mem-
ber UN General Assembly.

On Monday night, the heads
of governments gathered at the
AU summit meeting at Sirte,
Libya endorsed their foreign
ministers’ recommendation for
two permanent seats and five
non-permanent seats for Africa.
This declaration and resolution

‘will be submitted to the UN.

THE STATESMAN

PM leaves for G-8

NEW DELHI, July 6. — Dr Man-
mohan Singh hopes that the G-8
summit wilf be an opportunity to
consider practical measures on
climate change based on ‘“true
partnership” between developed and
developing countries. Before leaving
Dethi today, Dr Singh said: “It is our
expectation that the Gleneagles
summit will provide an opportunity to
consider additional practical
measures focusing on clean and
affordable technologies to address
climate change issues, based on a
true partnership between developed
and developing countries for ensu-
ring the larger common good.” He
left at 11.30 a.m. by a special flight.
After an overnight stay in London, he
will be arriving at the summit venue,
Gleneagles Hotel, tomorrow. — SNS

“From initial reports, it is
encouraging that the AU has
endorsed the principle of expan-
sion in permanent and non-per-
manent members,” he said.

This is in line with the G-4’s
draft resolution that calls for six
more permanent members,
including two from Africa.



Russia not for -4 move

“Reform debate must not lead to a spht in the Unlted Nations”

Vladimir Radyuhin ‘\)“)\(

MOSCOW: Russia has indicated its
opposition to the Group of Four
decision to move a framework
resolution in the United Nations
on the Security Council reform.

A joint communique issued at
the end of Chinese President Hu
Jintao’s visit to Russia, the two
countries said they were against
rushing any U.N. reform plan be-
fore it wins ‘very broad
consensus.

“The sides believe that reform
of the U.N. Security Council af-
fects the vital interests of all par-
ties and corresponding decisions
must be based on a maximum
broad consensus,” said the com-
munique released by the Krem-

- lin on Sunday.

“To avoid a split Russia and

. China come out against impos-

. ing any time frames for taking

" uncoordinated decisions on the

issue.”
The criticism appears to be di-

' rected at the G-4 initiative since
" it is the only time-bound plan for

U.N. reform today.

President Vladimir Putin on
Sunday reiterated Russia’s con-
cerns that a U.N. reform should
not weaken the main interna-
| tional organisation he has been
projecting as an important bal-
ance to American unilateralism.

“Russia will agree to any rea-
sonable plan [for UN. reform]
that will receive the support of a
maximum broad number of
States,” Mr. Putin said at a joint
press conference with French
President Jacques Chirac and
German Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder after their trilateral
meeting in the Russian enclave
of Kaliningrad.

“The main thing for us is that

>

MULLING REFORMS: Russian President Vladimir Putin (right) talks to his French
counterpart Jacques Chirac (second left) and German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder
in Svetogorsk, Russia, on Sunday. ~ PHOTO: AFP

the reform debate does not lead
to a split in the organisation,
does not provoke conflict and
lack of mutual understanding,
and does not turn the U.N. Secu-

rity Council into a discussion
club that is unable to resolve any
key issues of the present day.”
An anonymous Russian diplo-
mat explained that Moscow is

opposed to the G-4 plan to table
a framework resolution on the
Security Council reform in the
U.N. General Assembly later this
month.
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Africans join
the race for

J/UNSC seat

United Nations: h
African Union summit on
Monday and Tuesday could
make or break plans to en-
large the 15-seat UN Securi-
ty Council, which still re-
flects the balance of power
at the end of World War II.

Foreign ministers of the
African Union, meeting in
Sirte, Libya, have drawn up
a plan that is similar to the
UN resolution proposed by
Germany, Brazil, Japan and
India. And they are far
apart on who should get the
seats. Should there be no
compromise, analysts be-
lieve a reform of the coun-
cil will be delayed for years
to come, to the detriment of
seats for Africa.

Secretary-General Kofi
Annan wants a decision by
the time a UN world sum-
mit takes place in Septem-
ber, arguing that the make-
up of the council, weighted
towards industrial nations,
needs a wider representa-
tion. Currently, the council
has 15 members, five veto-
wielding states—the US,
France, Britain, Russia and
China—and 10 non-perma-
nent seats, including two
for sub-Saharan Africa,
which rotate for two-year
terms. After a decade of de-
bate, Brazil, Japan, Ger-
many and India, known as
the G-4 , have circulated a
resolution calling for six
additional permanent
council seats, including two
for Africa, and four more
non-permanent seats,where
Africa would get two.

Among the five council
powers, Britain and France
support the G4 proposal
while the US, Russia and
China have argued against
it. Reuters
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xpanding the UN
ESecunty Council has
¢en a prime item on

the international agenda for
years. With the vast increase
in UN membership, the
demand for enlargement of
its most important appara-
tus for maintenance of
peace, the Security Council,

P——

Crunch time for UNSC ex

has greatly strengthened.
The five permanent mem-
bers do not represent
today’s political and military

2 8 JUN 200¢

realities and know they can-
not stave off change forever,
much as some of them may
desire the contrary.

— —

’:SMAN

Yet how to set about
change remains problemati-
cal. The key to the process,
like many other matters of
high international import,
lies in the hands of the USA.
Indeed, it was the USA that
started this latest phase of
attempted expansion in the
mid-1990s when it called for
enlargement of the council
to include Japan and
Germany as permanent
members, with provision for
a few more non-permanent
members.

At that stage America was
embroiled in  endless
recrimination with the UN
for its persistent failure to
pay its dues, and the US
Congress was critical of the
UN’s supposedly profligate
ways.

It must have seemed like
a good idea to make perma-
nent members of the world’s
second- and third-largest
economies whose dues
would sharply increase and
relieve the pressure on the
USA. But it was no simple

matter to attain that goal.

Many other claimants came
forward, including India,
and their competing claims
could not easily be recon-
ciled.

At the UN are found the
world’s most skilled diplo-
mats, an experienced and
ingenious group of repre-
sentatives. They subjected
the expansion proposal to
close scrutiny and came up
with endless variations
designed both to reflect
what seemed fair and just in
the circumstances, and to
serve their own particular
national interests.

Some were opposed tooth

and nall to expansmn, fear-
ing they would be left out,
like Italy. Others started a
campaign to keep some
likely candidates out of the
reckoning, like Pakistan
against India.

Africa had its demand, its
prime candidates being
either South Africa or
Nigeria, unresolved even
now. Latin America was not
to be denied. Asia threw up

T

major  countries
emerged in the vanguar of
those pushing for expan-
sion.

India is there along with
Brazil, Japan and Germany.
They have developed a

wide angle
SALMAN HRIDAR

st

pansion

/

threatens.
Among the veto-bearing
members, the USA has

taken a position of deliber-
ate ambiguity it favours
expansion but by a small
margin, and backs only
Japan and one more for

permanent membership,
this latter from the develop-
ing world.

There could be an open-
ing for India in this, but

AUN Secunty Council meeting in progress in New York — AFP

rivals to India, like
Indonesia. It became an
active and intense engage-
ment, with the multiplicity
of demands making deci-
sion very complicated.
When its original proposal
seemed unattainable, the
USA seemed to lose interest
and the pressure to reach a
conclusion appeared to sub-
side. But it has now revived
and seems today to be much
closer to a decision.
Through a process of
elimination that reflects
their commitment and stay-
ing power, and their own
aspirations, a group of four

shared view of how expan-
sion should be done, envis-
aging a Security Council of
25 against the present 15,
including six new perma-
nent members. A resolution
to this effect is to be intro-
duced in the General
Assembly by the four, and
the search for co-sponsors
and positive support is now
proceeding.

This might succeed but
the General Assembly is not
the final arbiter. When it
comes to amendment of the
UN Charter, the Security
Council has the important
say, and there the veto

there are others in the field.
The other permanent mem-
bers have largely held their
fire. They do not openly
oppose expansion but are
not pushing for it — for obvi-
ous reasons.

Only China has been
explicit in its reservations,
possibly because of its cur-
rent problems with Japan.
Regarding India, China has
never given more than
vague, generalised support.
The others, France, the UK
and Russia, seem willing for
the present to let the USA
make the running. Thus

there are many cross cur-

rents in these difficult
waters.

Investing new members
with veto powers is another
divisive issue. India has
always said it will not agree
to be a second- tier perma-

nent member without veto
rights. This is a fair and
legitimate demand’ but it
may be difficult to achieve.
Indeed, dropping this
demand may prove to be the
price for entry.

The value of the veto can-
not be denied — we only
have to see how China dan-
gles it on the expansion
issue to realise its worth.
But even so, it may become
necessary to consider drop-
ping this demand if it stands
in the way of entry. It is
more important at this junc-
ture to get in and be there
when major world issues are
discussed and be part of the
core group of major nations
at the centre of the UN
security process, leaving
open the possibility of
returning to the matter of
the veto at a suitable time.

The moment of decision
is getting closer and the G-4
initiative could be an impor-
tant step. Today, India’s
claim cannot be ignored or
easily set aside. Even a
decade ago, its chances
seemed more remote and
more vulnerable to the
stratagems of its rivals.
Many uncertainties remain
in the shifting sands of the
UN, and the direction of US
policy is unpredictable.
Many adjustments may
become necessary before
the matter is concluded, but
the four-nation initiative
shows that India is now to
be regarded as a prime can-
didate for inclusion.

(The author is former
Foreign Secretary, Govern-
ment of India.)
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New “warmth” in relationship

WASHINGTON: President George
W. Bush and Chancellor Ger-
hard Schroeder on Monday
highlighted a new warmth in
U.S.-German relations as Mr.
Bush promised the United
States would not block a Ger-
man bid for a permanent seat
on the U.N. Security Council.

Reforms to the United Na-
tions dominated what Mr. Bush
called “frank” talks at the
White House between the two
leaders, who had been divided
over German opposition to the
U.S. war in Iraq.

“We oppose no country’s bid
for the Security Council,” Mr.
Bush said to the obvious delight
of the German leader who faces
a tough re-election test in Sep-
tember.

Germany has been part of a
campaign with Brazil, India and
Japan to get permanent seats
on the Council though it has
withdrawn demands for a veto
on resolutions that the five cur-
rent permanent members get.

The United States has so far
only endorsed Japan to join
Britain, China, France, Russia
and the United States as a per-
manent member.

“I was very pleased indeed to
hear that there was no opposi-
tion, vis-a-vis Germany as such,
from the President” Mr.
Schroeder said through an in-
terpreter.

“We are very much in agree-
mieit inat this reform is duly
and urgently needed. And it has
always been clear that it is first
the reform and then the candi-
dacies to potential seats” that
must be decided, Mr. Schroeder
said.

“If you ask me about whether
I see differences, I'd possibly
say there are differences in the
timing; we were pushing to
have things happening very

quickly,” the Chancellor added.

Mr. Schroeder said he had
pleaded Germany’s case for a
permanent seat to Mr. Bush by
highlighting its contribution to
stabilisation efforts in Afghan-

istan and the Balkans and to re~"

construction efforts in Iraq.
“Since we’re doing all these
things internationally, we
would very much hope that at
some point in time we could al-
so have a right to representa-
tion on the Security Council if
there were the space,” he said.

The White House meeting
added momentum to the Wash-
ington-Berlin thaw after their
dispute over Iraq.

Mr. Bush and Mr. Schroeder
last met in Germany in Febru-
ary. They will meet again at the
Group of Eight industrial pow-
ers’ summit in Scotland next
week.

Mr. Schroeder needs good
news as Germany will hold a
general election in September
and Mr. Schroeder’s Social
Democratic Party (SPD) trails
the conservative Christian
Democrats in opinion polls.

“As we say in Texas, ‘This
won’t be his first rodeo’,” com-
mented Mr. Bush when asked
about the Chancellor’s election

hopes.

The U.S. administration is al-
so closely watching efforts by
convince Iran against develop-
ing nuclear weapons — efforts
that will attract even more at-
tention after the election of har-
dliner Mahmood Ahmadinejad
as Iran’s President.

Mr. Bush said the United
States would maintain its sup-
port for the European trio
though the message to Iran re-
mained blunt. — AFP
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US wants G-4 to hold off
vote on UNSC expansmn“‘*

Washington: The “immedi-
ate goal” of the US is to post-
pone the G-4 resolution,
which seeks to enlarge the
UN Security Council and
give permanent seats to In-
dia, Japan, Germany and
Brazil and two African na-
tions, a senior American of-
ficial has said.

“Our immediate goal is to
get the G-4 to hold off in call-
ing for a vote on their resolu-
tion because it is so divisive
that a vote, regardless of the
outcome, could do serious,
long-term damage to the UN
as an institution,” said Philo
L Dibble, acting assistant
secretary in the State De-
partment’s Bureau of Inter-
national Organisation Af
fairs, testifying before the

House Appropriations Sub-
committee.

He said the G-4 move is
strongly opposed by a num-
ber of countries, adding the
US is now engaged in a dia-
logue with the G-4 and with
the other permanent mem-
bers of the Security Council.
“I plan to meet personally,
within the next two weeks,

with my counterparts from

both groups,” Dibble said,
adding a resolution that en-
joys a broader base of sup-
port would stand a better
chance of General Assembly
adoption. “We also want our
friends to understand that
while Security Council re-
form is an important issue,
we cannot let discussion on
expansion to divert our at-

tention from, and delay ac-
tion on, other important, mo-
re urgently-needed UN re-
forms.” UN reform, Dibble
said, is a very high priority
for the US but “we should
not, however, change the UN
for the sake of change
alone”. While the US is open
to considering expansion
proposals, “the primary pur-
pose of Security Council re-
form should be to make the
council more effective”.

The US reform agenda for
the UN, he said, has six pri-
orities: economic developme-
nt, effective human rights
mechanism, creation of pe-
ace-building commission,
budget and management re-
forrms, democracy fund and
counter terrorvism. e
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/ﬂefornﬁng and strengthening the United Nations

Kofi A. Annan

HIS SUNDAY marks the 60th anni-

versary of the signing of the United

Nations Charter in 1945. Debate about

“reform” of the U.N. has been raging
almost from that moment on. This is because
idealism and aspiration for the U.N. have always
outstripped its actual performance. Too often,
we have failed to live up to the world’s
expectations.

In the United States, the debate now centres
on two documents from the U.S. Congress: a
report by a bipartisan task force led by former
Republican House Speaker Newt Gingrich and
former Democrat Senator George Mitchell; and
the “United Nations Reform Act,” put forward
by Representative Henry Hyde and adopted by
the House of Representatives on June 17, which
ties a long list of reforms to the possible with-
holding of U.S. dues to the United Nations. There
is considerable overlap between these two pre-
scriptions, as there is between both and some of
the reforms that I myself have proposed — or,
where they are within my power, am already
implementing. That is not surprising. The desire
for change is widespread, not only in the U.S. but
among many other U.N. member states, and also
many U.N. staff.

All of us want to make the U.N.’s management
more transparent and accountable, and its over-
sight mechanisms stronger and more independ-
ent. All of us would like the General Assembly to
streamline its agenda and committee structure,
so that time and resources are devoted to the
burning issues of the day rather than to imple-
menting resolutions passed years ago in a differ-
ent political context. All of us are eager to make

CARTOONSCAPE

There are more shared global problems and
threats today than 60 years ago, when the U.N.
Charter was signed. We can make progress only
by addressing all these threats and problems at
once. Development and security are connected
and linked to human rights and the rule of law.
The stakes are high, and a reformed and

strengthened U.N. is a high priority.

the U.N.’s human rights machinery more cred-
ible and more authoritative, notably by replacing
the present Commission on Human Rights with
a Human Rights Council, whose members would
set an example by applying the standards they
are charged to uphold.

All of us would like to see a Peace-building
Commission created within the U.N,, to coor-
dinate and sustain the work of helping countries
make the transition from war to peace — so that
we do not repeat the dangerous relapse into
anarchy that we witnessed in Afghanistan before
2001 and more recently in Haiti, as well as sever-
al African countries. And all of us want to impose
stricter standards of conduct on U.N. peacekeep-
ing missions, especially to put an end to sexual
abuse and exploitation. Those are some exam-
ples, among many. I believe this convergence of
expectations offers us — perhaps for the first
time in 60 years — a chance to bridge the gap

A AL

between aspiration and performance.

Where there are differences — not so mudch
between the U.N. and the U.S,, but between the
Hyde Act and the other proposals on offer —
these relate essentially to two points: the meth-
od to be used to make reform happen, and the
global context that makes U.N. reform so impor-
tant. For Mr. Hyde and his colleagues, reform
can only be brought about by threatening a dra-
conian and unilateral cut in the U.S. contribu-
tion to the U.N. budget. I believe that approach is
profoundly mistaken and would, if adopted by
the U.S. government as a whole, prove disas-
trously counterproductive. It would break the
reformist coalition between the U.S. and other
member states whose collective pressure could
otherwise make these reforms happen.

The United Nations is an association of sover-
eign states, which agreed, when they ratified the
Charter, to share the expenses of the organisa-

/

DOES THAT ALLOW ROOM

FOR ANY MORE

TIGHTENING ?
/

tion “as apportioned by the General Assembly.”
The scale of assessment, which determines the
share borne by each member state, is renegotiat-
ed every six years; and every year the General
Assembly passes a resolution — invariably sup-
ported by the U.S. — enjoining all members to
pay their contributions promptly, in full and
without conditions. The way to make changes or
reforms, therefore, is to negotiate agreement
with other member states.

As the Gingrich-Mitchell task force put it, “to
be successful, American diplomacy must build a
strong coalition including key member states
from various regions and groups .. many of
whom share America’s strong desire to reform
the United Nations into an organization that
works.” Such a coalition will not be built by one
nation threatening to cut its own contribution
unilaterally. Other states will not accept such a
“big stick” approach. Fortunately, the Hyde
withholding proposal is not backed by the Ad-
ministration, or indeed by the task force.

Even more important, however, is the global
context. The U.N. does not exist in a vacuum, or
for its own sake. It is a forum in which all the
world’s peoples can come together to find com-
mon solutions to their common problems — and,
when they so choose, also an instrument with
which to pursue those solutions.

There are surely more shared global problems
and threats today, or anyway not fewer, than
when the U.N. was founded. Among the most
worrying are the proliferation of terrorist
groups and weapons of mass destruction, and
the danger that the latter will fall into the hands
of the former. Those are very serious threats to
people in rich and poor countries alike. The
failure of last month’s review conference on the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty to address
them seems breathtakingly irresponsible. I hope
the world’s political leaders will now take up the
issue, with much greater urgency. To deal with
such issues, we need, among other things, a
stronger and more representative Security
Council.

But the threats that seem most immediate to
many people in poor countries are those of pov-
erty, disease, environmental degradation, bad
government, civil conflict, and in some cases —
Darfur inevitably springs to mind — the use of
rape, pillage, and mass murder to drive whole
populations from their homes.

We can only make progress if we address all
these threats at once. No nation can reasonably
expect cooperation on the things that matter to
it most, unless it is prepared in return to help
others with their priorities. And, as the UN.’s
own high-level reform panel pointed out, the
different kinds of threats are closely intercon-
nected. Neglect and misgovernment in Afghan-
istan allowed terrorists to find a haven. Chaos in
Haiti caused attempted mass migration to Flor-
ida. And poor health systems in poor countries
may make it easier for a disease like avian fiu to
spread spontaneously, or even to be spread de-
liberately, from one continent to another.

So development and security are connected —
and both in turn are linked to human rights and
the rule of law. The main purpose of my In
Larger Freedom report was to suggest things
that can and should be done, by all nations work-
ing together, to achieve progress on all these
fronts and to make the U.N. a more effective
instrument for doing so. Decisions can be taken
this September, when political leaders from all
over the world meet at U.N. headquarters for the
2005 world summit. Over 170 have already said
they will come.

The stakes could hardly be higher. The oppor-
tunity to forge a common response to common
threats may not soon recur. It is in that context,
and for that reason, that a reformed and streng-
thened U.N. is so badly needed.

(The author is Secretary-General of the Unit-
ed Nations,)
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G4 steers clear of QS%t

Brussels, June 22 (PTI): The
Group of Four countries —
India, Germany, Japan and
Brazil — tonight decided to
stick together on UN Security
Council expansion and intro-
duce their resolution in the
General Assembly.

At an emergency meeting,
G4 foreign ministers, includ-
ing K. Natwar Singh, iterated

—_—
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their view that the Security
Council must be reformed
to reflect today’s global reali-
ties and not the world 60 years
ago.

The meeting took place
close on the heels of a state-
ment by the US that it favoured
expansion of the council by
two members — Japan and an-
other from the developing

world with indications that it

could be India. The statement
was seen as an attempt by
America to split the G4.

In order to help the council
keep pace with contemporary
global realities, it must be ex-
panded in both permanent
and non-permanent cate-
gories with representation
from both developed and de-
veloping countries, the foreign
ministers said.

In line with the recommen-
dations of UN chief Kofi
Annan, who has urged the
members to take a decision on
reforms before September, the
foreign ministers expressed
their resolve to introduce the
text of the framework resolu-
tion.

In their revised compro-
mise draft resolution in the
face of opposition from sever-
al member countries, the G4
proposed increasing the
strength of the council perma-

nent se:t(sk%i dropping veto

power for 15 years if they are
accepted as members of the
council. ;

German foreign minister
Joschka Fischer said: “We
have a good draft declaration
on the table.”

The G4 resolution needs
the approval of two-thirds of
the 191 UN members. That will
have to be followed by another
resolution to change the UN
charter, which requires a two-
thirds vote and approval by
the Big Five — the US, Britain,
France, China and Russia.
Each of the five has the power
to veto the resolution.

The foreign ministers of
the G4 met in Brussels on the
sidelines of an international
conference on Iraq.

At the request of African
nations, the General Assem-
bly vote will take place after
the African Union summit in
Libya, which ends on July 5.

-




-China vows to  oppose e G-4 draft

¢l

BEIJING, June 22. — Making it
clear to even the meanest Beijing-
infatuated Indian that it’s stance on
the proposals mooted by India and
three other aspirants (the G-4) for
an expanded Security Council was
unshakeable, China has said for the
first time that it would vote against
any “highly contentious” expansion
. formula which could split the United
Nations membership if such a pro-
posal was put to vote in the General
Assembly.

“China is opposed to artificially
setting a time-limit for the reform of
the Security Council,” Xinhua quot-
ed the Chinese Ambassador to the
UN, Mr Wang Guangya, as telling a
closed-door General Assembly
debate in New York yesterday.

“If a formula on which there exjst

Press Trust of India
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If a form a on which there
exist major
differences is
forcibly put to a
vote, China will
resolutely vote
against it

- — Mr Wang
Guangya Chinese Ambassador
to the United Nations

major differences is forcibly put to a
vote, China will resolutely vote
against it,” Mr Wang said, apparent-
ly referring to the move by India,
Brazil, Germany and Japan, collec-
tively known as the G-4.

The 191-nation Assembly yester-
day started a two-day closed-door
debate on UN reforms. Adoption of
a resolution in the Assembly
requires a two-thirds majority.

China, one of the five existing per-

manent members of the Security
Council, can’t exercise veto power in
the Assembly. Mr Wang said that the
enlargement of the UNSC is only one
part of UN reforms as recent debates
surrounding the Council’s enlargeme-
nt has already affected and impaired
discussions on other major items.

“The preparation for the Septem-
ber (UN) Summit, especially the dis-
cussion on how to concentrate effo-
rts to address the question of devel-
opment, has been greatly hijacked,”
he said and added: “Forcible voting
on an immature formula is bound to
lead to divisions among member
states and weaken the authority and
role of the UN. To the absolute maj-
ority of member states, it will be a
huge loss of an irremediable natu-
re,” he warned. Reforms should inc-
lude both the increase of member-
ship and the improvement of work-
ing methods, he said.
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G-4 readies for
show of strength

o

NEW DELHI, June 18. — With both India and Japan
standing firmly by G-4, foreign ministers of the four
countries would be meeting in Brussels on 22 June fo
project an united front, and formulate their strategy.

The official spokesperson of the ministry of external
affairs said the minister, Mr K Natwar Singh, will be
“cutting short his visit to Italy” to join the other three
foreign ministers in the Belgian capital.

The decision of the G-4 countries to meet has come a
day after the US announced that it would be willing to
support “two or so” countries, including Japan for a
permanent seat in the Security Council.

On 16 June, the under secretary of state for political
affairs, Mr Nicholas Burns, said the USA would be pre-
senting a set of criteria for future permanent or non-
permanent members in the General Assembly, early

f next week.

“Let me give you some examples of that. Certainly, the
size of a country’s economy is important; the size of its
population; its military capacity, its potential to con-
tribute militarily to United Nations peacekeeping mis-
sions; its contributions to peacckeeping; its commitment
to democracy and human rights; its financial contribu-
tions to the United Nations system; its record and com-
mitment on counter-terrorism; its record and commit-
ment on nonproliferation; and we have to look, of
course, at the geographic balance, overall, of how the
Security Council is constituted,” he told reporters in
Washington.

India qualifies on all counts. The US has already indi-
cated emphatically that it will not support Germany,
while it is not very enthusiastic about Brazil or an
African candidate.

However, Indian officials contend that it will contin-
ue to stand united with the other G-4 members, Brazil,
Germany and Japan. '

/
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Advani must
uit Lok Sabha’

ecial Correspondent

MEDABAD: A section of sadhus
7ing allegiance to the Vishwa
ndu Parishad has demanded
IP president L.K. Advani’s re-
smation from the Lok Sabha.

A meeting held on Saturday
1der Avichaldasji Maharaj also
t up a “Forum of voters in
andhinagar” to continue the

sht for Mr. Advani’s resigna-

on for “betraying the people of
is constituency.” Mr. Advani
ras elected from the Gandhina-
ar parliamentary constituency
n Gujarat. A resolution adopted
it the meeting said that Mr. Ad-
sani had sought votes in the
aame of Ram temple but “be-
trayed” the people by describing
Mohammed Ali Jinnah, “archi-
tect” of Partition, as a “secular
person.”

G-4 Ministers t

VARVVA
O ¢

meet in Brussels <

To discuss strategy for the expansion of the Security Council

Diplomatic Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Foreign Ministers of
the G-4 grouping, which compris-
es India, Brazil, Germany and Ja-
pan, will meet on June 22 in
Brussels to discuss their future
strategy on how to push ahead
with plans to expand the United
Nations’ Security Council.

The External Affairs Ministry
spokesman said on Saturday that
External Affairs Minister Natwar
Singh, who is currently on a Eu-
ropean tour, would cut short his
visit to Italy to be present for the

G-4 meeting.

Mr. Singh is also expected to
attend a meeting convened in
Brussels to review the state of
international assistance to war-
torn Iraqg.

Previously, India’s Special En-
voy for West Asia Chinmay Gha-
rekhan was to have represented
India at this conference.

The meeting of the G-4 For-
eign Ministers comes just after
the United States, for the first
time, has expressed its opposi-
tion to the draft resolution circu-
lated by the G-4 in New York

setting forth its own criteria
about the required qualitiesina
potential new member.

U.S. Secretary of State Con-
doleezza Rice is also scheduled
to be in Brussels on June 22 and
could have discussions with G-4
Foreign Ministers.

Washington, while express-
ing its opposition to the G-4
move, has stressed that a large
expansion of the Council as pro-
posed by the grouping could
possibly hurt the effectiveness
of the body.
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UN chief

——

in fresh~

trouble

JULIAN Borger
Washington, fune 15

THE FUTURE of
UN  secretary
general Kofi An-
nan was once
more in question
on Tuesday after
a commission of
inquiry revealed
it was “urgently
reviewing” a
newly disclosed
document that o

cast fresh light Kofi Annan

on Annan’s role

in the oil-for-food corruption scandal. The
document is a memo from Michael Wilson,
the vice-president of Cotecna Inspection
SA, which employed Annan’s son Kojo.

In the memo to his colleagues Wilson
mentions contacts with Annan “and his en-
tourage” in Paris in 1998, and claims that
Cotecna “could count on their support” for
its bid on the $10m contract to help imple-
ment the oil-for-food humanitarian pro-
gramme. The Associated Press reported on
Tuesday night that a second memo from
Wilson had come to light expressing his
confidence Cotecna would get the bid be-
cause of “effective but quiet lobbying” in
New York diplomatic circles. Wilson is a
childhood friend of Kojo Annan’s and re-
portedly refers to Kofi Annan as “uncle”.
His memo was dated December 4, 1998. A
week later the company won the contract.

Annan has repeatedly denied having any
prior knowledge that his son’s company was
applying for a contract under the pre-war
scheme by which Iraq was allowed to sell oil
to buy food, medicines and other basic sup-
plies. The system has since been found to
have been riddied with corruption and has
been under scrutiny by the Volcker commit-
tee and the US Congress. On Tuesday the sec-
retary.-general’s spokesman, Fred Eckhard,
repeated that denial, saying the views attrib-
uted to the UN “secretariat” in the memo
“could not have come from the secretary gen-
eral because he had no knowledge that Cotec-
na was a contender for that contract”.

An investigation into the oil-for-food
scandal, headed by Paul Volcker, a former
US federal reserve chairman, issued an in-
terim report in March which accepted An-
nan’s assertion that he had no role in or
knowledge of the award of the contract to
Cotecna. That finding was considered cru-
cial to Annan’s survival in the secretary
general’s post. But Volcker’s independent
inquiry committee said on Tuesday it
would “conduct additional investigation re-
garding this new information”.

The new document surfaced as Cotecna
conducted a search of its files on the oil-for-
food contract. “One of these documents
may result in speculation about the pro-
curement of its oil-for-food authentication
contract,” the firm said in a statement.
“Cotecna once again confirms that it acted
at all times appropriately and ethically in
its bidding for, winning and performing
that contract.”

Eckhard told the Guardian that UN offi-
cials had examined the records from the 1998
trip to Paris for a Franco-African summit,
but found no evidence of a meeting with Wil-
son. “The secretary general has no recollec-
tion of that nor has the trip coordinator. Nor
has areview of the tripfiles, which containa
final record of every meeting he has, shown
any mention of this guy,” Eckhard said.

The committee issued a statement on
Tuesday saying it was “reviewing newly
disclosed information concerning possible
links” between Annan and representatives
of Cotecna while the secretary general’s
son was a consultant for the company.

Annan was earlier found to have had
meetings with two Cotecna executives be-
fore the award of the 1998 contract, which

he initially omitted to inform the investiga-
tors about. Chief investigator Robert Par-
ton believed Annan’s account had changed
after being confronted with new facts.
Guardian News Service
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/o Changing membership rules

THE NEW draft resolution of the G-4
countries campaigning for permanent
membership of the United Nation Secu-
rity Council (UNSC) could be just the
catalyst needed for long overdue re-
forms in the world body. Provided it can
win support from the majority of mem-
bers of the General Assembly, and over-
come reservations of the US and China.
In the revised draft circulated, India,
Japan, Brazil and Germany propose to
change the UN charter to allow six more
countries to become permanent UNSC
members (including two unnamed
African countries), and to have ten
more rotating seats.

Currently ten non-permanent mem-
bers rotate through the Council, each
elected to a two-year term, with seats al-
lotted regionally: three to Africa, two

.each to Asia, Latin AmeTica and Western’

Europe; and one o Eastern Europe. The
G draft skirts the controversial ques-
tion of veto power for new permanent
members by suggesting a review confer-
ence after 15 years to addreds the isste.
The fact that France has agreed to co-
sponsor the resolution — which has the
blessings of Britain and Russia — bright-
ens the chances for India and Japan, even

w

7
"y .

\
lf they have to go it alone to cn"c\nvent
Washington’s unease over Germany’s in-
clusion as a permanent member. Wash-
ington always considered it a realistic
proposal to have Japan (the largest aid
and reconstruction donor) and India (an
important ally in the war on terror, as
well as potential contributor of troops)
sit alongside the Permanent Five, so long
as the ‘'V’ word wasn’t mentioned.

It’s deplorable that the UNSC still re-
flects the global power structure of
1945, though its membership was ex-
panded from 11 to 15 in 1965. The five
World War II Victors have held on to
their privileged status and behave like
presidents for life, each able to veto any
Council decision. This makes the Coun-
cil both undemocratic and often inef-
fective. Despite most countries agreeing
on the need for reforms, no single pro-
posal has ever had majority support. As
a result, what is necessary -— a compre-
hensive re-evaluation of the UNSC’s
membership — has not been politically
feasible, and what has been politically
feasible — adding already over-repre-
sented developed countries — is not
necessary. The new G-4 resolution may
hopefully break this spell.

/



G-4 sacrifice may

e

end veto rights ¢

NILOVA Roy Chaudhury
New Delhi, June 10

THE NEW draft framework resolu-
tion tabled by Brazil, Germany, India
and Japan (G-4), seeking to forego
veto powers by 15 years if accommo-
dated permanently on the UN Secu-
rity Council, could be the beginning
of the end of the veto itself.
According to top diplomatic
sources, persuading the G-4 to tone
down their demand for

<

W

the extension of the right of veto to
new permanent members has been
decided upon in the framework of
the review.” It retains the provision
that “the new permanent members
should have the same responsibili-
ties and obligations as the current
permanent members.”

Many of the UN’s 191 members
want the veto done away with, as it
is discriminatory and slows down
the decision-making process.
According to offi-

veto rights is “a mas-
terstroke by the United
States.”

Hampered in many

VETOMETER

Hampered by veto

cial sources, under
Section 27 of the UN
Charter, there cannot
be two categories of

ways by veto powers of
the other four perma-
nent members of the
UNSC, the US wants to
do away with the en-
tire veto provision,

powers of the other four
permanent members, the
US wants to do away with
the entire provision.

W MAJORITY REPORT

Many of the UN’s 191 mem-

permanent member-
ship of the UNSC, one
set with and one set
without veto powers.
“Either all or none
could have the veto,”
an official source
said.

The US, diplomatic

diplomatic  sources bers want the veto done

said. away with, as it is discrimi-
US Secretary of natory and stows down the

State Condoleezza Rice decision-making process.

sources said, has felt

spoke to the foreign
ministers of all the G-4, including
Natwar Singh, recently, and urged
them to tone down their insistence
on veto powers as a precondition to
being admitted as permanent mem-
bers of the UNSC. In return, official
sources indicated, Washington
would approve the G-4’s candida-
ture for permanent seats on the
UNSC.

The reworked draft, circulated by
the G-4 on June 8, adds the provi-
sion, “that the new permanent
members shall not exercise the
right of veto until the question of

1r HpL 2 TAY

hampered in its at-
tempts to “force democracy” on the
world, especially in West Asia, by
the UN. As the world’s sole super-
power, that nevertheless requires
the UN to provide legitimacy (like
UNSCR 1546) to many of its inter-
national acts, it wants the entire
veto provision removed, the
sources said.

The sources said US President
George W. Bush’s nomination of
John Bolton, a fierce UN critic, as
his envoy to the UN indicated the
“low priority” he accorded to the in-
ternational body.
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“DRAFT RESOLUTION MOOQOTS 15-YEAR WAIT

G-4 tones down

UN

Press Trust of India

UNHQ, June 9. — Faced
with opposition from sev-
eral United Nations mem-
bers, India and other G-4
countries have dropped
their demand for veto
power in an expanded
Security Council for 15
years if they are accepted
as permanent members of
the world body.

In a new compromise
draft circulated yesterday,
India, Japan, Brazil and
Germany, campaigning
vigorously to become per-
manent members of the
Security Council, pro-
posed increasing the
strength of the Council
from 15 to 25 members
» With six new permanent

seats, thus hoping to join
the elite group. Two seats
may go to African nations.

The draft, which
emerged after weeks of
discussions, keeps the
principle of veto for the
new permanent members
intact but they would not
exercise it until the ques-
tion of its extension has
been decided by a review
conference 15 years after
the amendments to the
Charter giving effect to the
recommendations in the
resolution come into force.

In effect, the new per-
manent members would
not have veto right for at
least first 15 years after
taking their place.

r,
v

Lh

B Lot v
veto pitch

1oy,

Pakistan says move will deraif\

/

reforms, China dubs it immature

UNHQ/BEWJING June 9. — Both Pakistan and China reacted
strongly to the draft circulated yesterday by the G-4 nations.
While islamabad said a vote on the new proposal by the group
would “derail” the reform process and raise tensions across
the world, Beijing termed the recent move as “immature” and
called for “democratic consuliations” to bridge differences.
Criticising the G-4 proposals, Pakistan's Ambassador to the
UN, Mr Munir Akram, said a vote on it should be avoided as it
would “derail the reforms process, divide the membership and
raise tensions in different parts of the world.” “Hopefully better
sense will prevait and a hasty move (to put the resolution to

vote) will-be avoided,” he added.

Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Mr Liu Jianchao said: “We
believe that the member states should continue democratic
consultations to find a solution that accommodates the interests
of all parties ... rather than having revisions or modifications on a
highly divisive proposal.” “The action by a few countries to force
through an immature proposal has derailed Security Council
reforms and gravely undermined any potential progress of UN
reform,” Mr Liu added. “China expresses worries about this and
firmly opposes ihe piactice by those countries,” he said. — PT!

Replying to guestions,
Indian Ambassador to UN
Mr Nirupam Sen said the
amended draft has not
been dituted so far as veto
is concernad as it keeps
the principle intact.

During the 15 vyears, the
member states would have
the time to judge the con-
tribution made by new
permanent members and
then decide whether that
right shouid be extended
to them. In a significant
development, France
meanwhile has agreed to
co-sponsor the resolution.

The G-4 has proposed a
15-ycar frceze on veto

powers for new permanent
members of the Security
Council to make their plan
more acceptable. The revi-
sion was made to a draft
resolution presented on 16
May which .calls for an
enlargement  of  the
Security  Council by
including six permanent
members and four addi-
tional non-permanent
seats. The freeze on veto
power was proposed after
China expressed its oppo-
sition to the original draft
resolution by the G-4
countries.
Another report on
page 4



‘Veto sacrifice
for elite seat

f \

OUR BUREAU

June 9: India and the three
other countries in the Group
of Four seeking permanent
membership of the UN Securi-
ty Council have chosen to fight
another day for veto right to
overcome resistance to the
main objective of acquiringa
seat at the world’s high table.
In a new draft circulated
at the UN yesterday, the G4
— Germany, Japan and

Brazil are the other members.

— sa1d Z(in pe}x;g;anent hem
bers ne -have veto right
for at leas?%e first 15 yégl:s
after joining the Security
Council.

Nirupam Sen, India’s
ambassador to the UN, said
the amended draft does not
compromise on the right to
veto.

In the 15 years, during

which the G4 draft agrees to

hold its claim in abeyance, the
UN would have the time to
judge the contribution made
by the new permanent mem-
bers and decide if they should
get the right.

The US has strongly op-
posed veto power for the new
permanent members, as has

! China, which, together with
" Russia, the UK and France,
form the group of five perma-

) v/

nentmembers w1th veto right.

Whether or not it was be-
cause of the proposed defer-
ment of veto by the G4, secre-
tary of state Condoleezza Rice
displayed some easing of the
stand earlier taken by the US
that it would support only
Japan’s candidature.

At a news conference with
German foreign minister
Joschka Fischer in Washing-
ton, Rice iterated support
for Japan, but added: “Obvi-

‘ously, we are going to look
‘at how ta think about UN

Security Couhédl. expansion

* within the contexfof... broad-

erreforms.”

The revised draft proposes
to expand council member-
ship from 15 (five permanent
and 10 non-permanent) to 25
(six new permanent and four
new non-permanent). Other
than the G4, two African nati-
ons are proposed to be induct-
ed as permanent members.

None of this can go
through without the support
of the five current permanent
members, because of which
the G4 is not pressing for veto
right now. In July, when Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh at-
tends the UN General Assem-
bly, the amendment to the UN
charter to take in new mem-
bers should go through.

7 S THE T rGRA A
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US backs only

’”1 ' Japan for ‘
I UNSC seat (
Revised G-4 Draft Proposes

15-Year Freeze On Veto

By Chidanand Rajghatta/TNN
& Agencies

Washington: The United
States has expressed support
for only Japan’s membership
to the United Nations Securi-
ty Council but has not decid-
ed to which other nation to
back for a seat, secretary of
state Condoleezza Rice has

change to this extremely im-
portant institution.”

Meanwhile, the Group of
Four nations— including In-
dia— bidding for seats in an
expanded UNSC has agreed
to drop the veto demand to
give their proposal a realistic
chance to succeed.

A revised version of a
draft proposed by the G-4

said. At a press con-
ference with Ger-
man FM Joschka
Fischer here, Rice
reiterated US sup-
port to Japan, but
left the door open
for others in the
context of UN re-
forms.

“The only coun-
try that we have
said unequivocally
that we support is
Japan, having to do with
Japan’s special role in the
UN and support for the UN.
But obviously, we are going
to look at how to think about
UN Security Council expan-
sion within the context of
broader reforms,” rice said.

While agreeing for the
need of UNSC reform, Rice,
however, said that “We are
not against any proposal.
What we are for is to look at
the various ideas..,to have a
sober and reflective discus-
sion of that so that we might
drive toward the broadest
possible consensus on how to
move forward on what would
be a very fundamental

?“?14.7 wa‘ CoumM w;
that we
soivacsh
e o lapa,
b Sl wath
‘iw’{‘f?.} :
I

suggests a 15-year freeze on
veto for new permanent se-
curity council members. The
move comes after increasing-
ly vocal opposition from
China to the original propos-
al seeking parity with the P-
5. The US was also reluctant
to back the proposal fearing
a further logjam in the
UN if more countries got
veto.

“The new permanent
members shall not exercise
the right of veto” until after™
the General Assembly meets
to review the council 15
years after the proposed ex-
pansion comes into force, the
new draft said.



‘sIaquia Juatrewitad sAy
S11 £q paynel aq 03 aaey pnom
uotsuedxa 3y} uay) qrouno) A
-1Ino3g 3y 1sed 31 apenijl J1 ‘Pa03
-9A 9q P[00 J} AIdYM ‘fIOUN0)D
AILINO2S 91J3 01 0F P{nom INSSIAY]

-BUW SPITY}-0M) © 198 0} 2ARY U}
p[nosm 2JepIpued yoey "paulewr
-d1 $3[oe}sqo 1o se dals sy
e 9 A[UO pmom I ‘A|[qUIassy e
-I9UAL) 33 YSnoay3 Aem syt apel
$-0) 93 JO UOIN[OSIT Jlomaweryy
a1 JT USA9 JBY} Possay)s A3y,
‘passassod saununco  Suidojea
-3p e} suodeam A[uo 9y} aIdm
<Slaqumu, pres SO YL
UewI S3[IeISqO

, *Ljtrofeur spaIy}-omy
aleq ® UM [[OUNOY) U} PaISJUs
pey Suiflleg ueas Je1) BIPU] £q
PIO} U99q sey ‘AjquIasSy [BI1aUd9)
2y} ur uoyNjosal $-o a1f3 asoddo
01 PapIoSp PeY YIlysm ‘BUIY)
-a[qissod 10U sem  STISUISUOD,,
£q uoistredxa jey} p[o} usaq osfe
pey spudLy 3ssUIy) s eIpU] ples
S[EIOYJO Y} ‘-5 a1} Aq pIemio]
nd suopsagfns uirojal 9y} 03
qn[o #3109, a1} paqqnp dnoid
ayy woy uonisoddo guoxns
sem I3} jel) Ino Junurod
"UOTIBUTIULIDSIP-UOU
jo oidpuud oy3 dn 3w

uay} pue Ajquiassy a3 ut Lo

-AI8 JnOYIM INSSI AY) UO S[GIXaY
94 0} BIPU] 10] PIsU B Sem 1Y}
pIES S[BIdYJO °lf) ‘SIoquuaul [e
-UOI}IPPE 10J 20T 0394 313 UQ
"paAaIyoe 3q Pnod
[IPumo) AJamoag sy jo uoisued
-X3 yorym YsnoIyy spIysa ayy

,uoiinjosal ¢-o bunjoeq Ajquassy

aq j0U P[nod  SNSUISUOD,, ey
Kepo) pres s[eYJo URIpu] Joru
-as ‘yuawido[oAap pajelal e U
¥-D oy Aqpare
-N2ID UJaq pey ey} Uonnjosal
)JelIp o] Jo SUISssauy Sos,, 10§
Pasli Sem 31917 1B1{] 3[] 3Y ‘IdAd

WNINVYAYYEans
'S :0LOHd ~ ‘ADpsaupap) uo nyjaq MaN ul ybuls JDMIDN
JOISIUIA SAIDLY [DULSIXH Ynm (U3]) JaUMO(] JopuDXaly

423S1UA ubra.ao ubl L3Ny 140ddNS INIGNILXI

9o

-moY ,-dn 31 9A1S,, jou pue sa0u
ULoJax oyl yym pesye Ysme
0} sem BIPUJ 03 9dlape ST jeyy
suostadsmoau pjo3 Jaumoq “IW

JAdunaagiuoq,

‘so1I089)e:
jusueunrdd-uou pue jusueuriad
Y [ioq Ut JIOUNO)) Iy Jo uols
-uedxs U I10] SAOW Jup{BWL S
11} $-9 943 IspIduroo AueuLian
pue [1ze1q ‘uedep ‘elpuj ‘[louno))
a1y} uo Jeas juoueuLrad e 10§ Tz
-e1y pue wedep yum Suofe ‘erpuj
payoeq BIfRIISNY T8y} PAULIJEaT
pUe WY YIm SULI0JAI [IOUN0)
£31In23g JO anssI A1) posiel pey
YSuwis IV pres Ioumo( I

"AqUIasSY [eIaUa0) ayy
4q peaoxdde 103 Aresseoau A3tiof
-eul SpIT3-om3 paiinbaz oy 108
pmom 8uidnous $-o) aij) 4q pIem
-10} Ind UOIIN[0SAI JJRIP B JBY)
OOURYD AI9Ad, Sem 2I2Y) pres
Iaumo(] "IN ‘YSUIS JemieN 1998t
-UTJ SITeJFV [BUIIXY Y14 SY[E]
19)J€ 90UISJUAD SMAU € FUISSOIp
-py "papuedxa aq pfnom [dDEROD
LLIN09S  SuoOneN pajup Ay
LOURYD SJ(BUOSEII,, B SBM 3131}
1B} AePSIUPI M UO PIES I9UMOJ
I3pueXaly  ISiSTuipy uSiedoq
UE[[ensNY JULNSIA (H1IQ MIN

/\w - G«\w

yenreg jrury

Y jelauas jo adueyd pooy),,

SULIOJa. [IDUNO)) ) AJLINDIG
" 10J 9d09S $99S IIUMO(]




“JuauBULIdd-UOU 9q
pInoMm SIsquiowi mau Q]
oy} Ing ‘sasquiawi g7 03 G 1
WOodJ JIoUNnod dYj 2sBaIoul
osfg pinom resodoad sns
~Uasuo)) 10j Buniu) Y,
‘BOLIV 10 POYIBULIED OM]
JOYJO Y} Yim ‘sjeas judu
~purrad 2sOy} JO Inoj Joj
BulAqqor uaaq dary anoj
Jo dnoany oy, 'sjeos juou
~puaod mou XIS Buipnoul
‘sroquowr G7 O G1 WoJf

5\ s S1Bas NSN(] JUSUEBUL

[rounood ayj puedxs pinom
Yorym uonnjosad Peap B
pajenoaL aary uede( pue
vIpu] ‘AuBuiion ‘fizeaq
*90URI] pPUP UulejiIg
‘pumy) ‘essny ‘V$0 AUl —

sIaquiowl judueulIad Al

pug SwId) J8aK-0M} JOF PI
-3109[2 Q1 ‘saoquuawu 61 sey
Apudaand [ounod Ayl
0104 B Aq ofqissoduur s, jeyi
JUing ‘snsuasuod Aq Ajqeroy
~aad “ruuns oyj 30Jq

ueld ® uo oproop 0} siaq
~wow A[qUISSSY  [BI2USD
PaBan usuLY I “YOTBAL UL
"SONSST SNOUIUOD UTBUWAT
[ounco  popuedxs ue
jo dmyszoquiowi pue 9Z1s
2y ‘ojeqop pue UoISSNOSIp
JO s1eak O Joe Ing SO
-Teal [BqOIB S, ABPO} JO3[Fo1
13119 03 ‘833 [I JEAN PO
-1sod 2y} SI09[jaa uol}
-rodwiod asoym “[rouno))
Kpanoag ay3 Butpuedxa 1oy

poddns opim st a9y

"KINJu0 381 Z Sy} JO s98u9]
~[BYD Y3 SSaIppe uBd I 0§
Apoq priom  pro-avak-09
3y jo suniojox Burdooms
idope 01 YIox MON 0O}
sIapes] oyl paqeo sey o
‘uguuy Joy JN [BISUS9D
~AIejoa00g Ag  pIfJeo
pwns soquiadag v e s19
~pes[ praom Aq padope aq
0} JUWINDOP Teulj Y} ojul
pajeaodioour a2q pnoys

pres 1 Yyotym ‘uonnjosal
B JO w0} oyl ur Aepioy
~sak [esodoad sy pojuasoad
SNSUJSUO0)) JOJ BJunu[)
“Apoq nyramod jsow
SN[ 2Y) O} S]Eds jIouUBW
~1ad mau ppe 01 uedef{ pup
vIpu] ‘Aupurion ‘qizeaq Aq
ug[d v 03 pasoddo Appuowr
~3UOA ST YOIYM ‘SNSLASUO))
J0j Juntuy Jesy suljjed
dnoas oyi Aq uppd oy
JO awiny 1841 S} IO} S[IBIep

1ad-uou asealour 0) ysng

sopraoad pesodoad ayyj,
-aanjeuasardax
pur oHEBIOOWdP daoW 1
Jul[ed ‘sa1pls JaquIoml N
161 243 0} sjeas ususuLIad
-uou otowr Joj [Bsodoad
JIOU} JUOS SIDCUIDL JUSUBUL
-10d MU Burppe Inoynm
jouno)  ALmosg N W
puedxo 03 ueid v Jo sadliod
-dng gz AeIW ‘OHNN

THE STATESMAN

29 MAY 2003



Securlty Councﬂ reform: a bridge too far?

Siddharth Varadarajan

N CIRCULATING both the draft of a
framework resolution on Security Council
reform and an ambitious timetable for the
United Nations General Assembly to vote
on it, India, Japan, Germany, and Brazil have
taken their quest for permanent membership of
the world body’s highest organ to a point of no
return. So long as the discussion on reform re-
mained confined to the theoretical front, the
countries concerned could afford to be expan-
sive in their ambitions. Not any more. The G-4’s
ship has set sail and cannot now be recalled. On
the choppy seas ahead lie two, and only two,
outcomes. The four Governments must either
meet success — collectively or singly — or face
the bitterness, loss of international prestige and
ignominy on the home front that defeat will
inevitably bring with it.
The draft framework resolution commits the
G-4, as the four aspirants call themselves, to
seeking six new permanent seats on the Security

Council. The Council’s size is to be increased
from 15 to 25. The new permanent members are
to be chosen on the basis of two each from Asia
and Africa, one from Latin America/Caribbean,
and one from among ‘West European and Other’
states. In addition, the draft calls for increasing
the number of non-permanent members by four,
up from the present 10, on the basis of one each
from Africa, Asia, Latin America/Caribbean, and
East Europe. The inclusion of an additional seat
for East Europe was proposed by Germany,
which felt this was the only way to win the
backing of the 20-odd states in that region.

The reform envisaged differs in two respects
from ‘Model A’ and ‘Model B’ put forward re-
cently by U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan in
his report, In Larger Freedom. Both models had
envisaged an increase in membership of the Se-
curity Council to 24, one less than the G-4 draft’s
25. More significantly, the G-4 resolution calls
for the right to block resolutions. Under the
sub-head Veto’, it states: “the new permanent

CARTOONSCAPE

Indla Japan, Germany, and Brazil will have a
tough time pushing their draft resolution on
U.N. Security Council reform through.

~

>
members should have the same responsibilities
and obligations as the current permanent
members.”

According to well-placed Japanese sources,
the veto issue led to “heated discussions” among
the G-4 nations, primarily India and Japan, with
the former insisting there be no discrimination
between permanent members and the latter
counselling flexibility. The Japanese side man-
aged to get the Indians to use the words “should
have” instead of “shall have” in the paragraph on
veto power, though one leading Japanese in-
ternational law expert admitted to me that
‘should’ and ‘shall’ have an identical legal mean-
ing quite distinct from the non-mandatory im-
plications of a word like “may.”

However, it is evident that the G-4 is prepared
to be flexible on the veto front. The ‘Talking
Points’ distributed by Germany to UN. mem-
bers along with the draft resolution say the ques-
tion of veto “should not be a hindrance to
Security Council reform.” And in an attempt to
convince the U.S. that the Security Council ex-
pansion will not reduce the body’s capacity to
take decisions that Washington might want, the
G-4 draft also proposes to reduce the percentage
of affirmative votes required to pass a resolution
from the present 9 out of 15 (60 per cent) to 14
out of 25 (56 per cent). Incidentally, had this
voting percentage been in place in February
2003, the U.S. would have managed the required
eight affirmative votes to win backing for its
intended invasion of Iragq.

Clever voting method

With Tuesday’s ‘compromise’ meeting in New
York between the G-4 and the ‘Uniting for Con-
sensus’ group led by Italy, Pakistan, Mexico, and
South Korea ending in a deadlock, it does seem
as if the General Assembly will be asked to vote
on the resolution sometime in June.

The draft envisages a two-stage election pro-

cedure. First, the framework resolution must be
passed by two-thirds of the U.N. General As-
sembly — that is, 127 countries. Within a yet-to-
be-specified number of days following the adop-
tion of the resolution, “interested states” must
“submit their candidatures to the President of
the UNGA.”

In mid-July, all 191 countries will choose six
states by secret ballot to become permanent
members of the Security Council in conformity
with the geographical pattern already indicated.
The G-4 draft also stipulates that “if the number
of states having obtained the required majority
falls short of the number of seats allocated for
permanent membership, new rounds of ballot-
ing will be conducted for the remaining seats,
provided all ballots shall be restricted to candi-
dates [already registered}, until six states obtain
the required majority to occupy the six seats.”

The procedure envisaged is ingenious on two
counts. Multiple rounds mean the G-4 nations
do not compete against one another; and by
restricting candidates to those registered within
a fixed time-frame, the G-4 protects itself
against a regional dark horse emerging in the
event of, say, one or more of the group’s nations
failing to win a two-thirds majority despite sev-
eral rounds of balloting.

It is only after this procedure is completed
that a comprehensive Charter-amending resolu-
tion, incorporating the changes already voted
on, will be submitted for another vote in accord-
ance with Article 108 of the U.N. Charter. This
requires that the changes be adopted by a two-
thirds majority and subsequently ratified by
two-thirds of UN. members, including all the
existing permanent members of the Security
Council. The Charter Articles proposed to be
amended are 27 (2) and (3) and 109 (1) (on voting
procedures), though the G-4 draft, curiously,
forgets to mention Article 23, where the names
of the five permanent members are listed.

No, HE'S NoT Won ~+—
ANY ELECTION. X

HE's FILLED HER
NoMINAT IoN.

By staggering the reforms process in this man
ner, the G-4 hopes to present the five permanen
members (the P-5) with a fait accomplithat they
must either accept or reject in toto. If China
wants to veto Japanese permanent membership,
for example, it will have to reject the entire
package and run the risk of alienating not just
Japan but the other five newly elected perma-
nent members as well.

Similarly, the U.S., which favours only the
inclusion of Japan, will not be able to cherry-
pick; it will have to accept all six as permanent
members. Japanese officials take heart from
what happened in 1963, when membership of
the Security Council was expanded from 11 to 15.
Only China (whose seat was held by Taiwan)
among the P-5 voted in favour of the UNGA
resolution calling for expansion. France and the
Soviet Union voted against (the Soviet position
was that there should be no change in the Char-
ter until the Chinese seat went to the Peoples’
Republic), while Britain and the U.S. abstained.
However, all five eventually went on to ratify the
Charter amendment.

The hunt for 127

But while ratification by the P-5 is the final
hurdle, the G-4 will not find the earlier stages
smooth sailing. Even on procedural grounds,
there are likely to be objections with some argu-
ing that the framework resolution be ratified by
the P-5 first. The Italians are already asking how
they can choose countries to fill seats that do not
legally exist.

Assuming the UNGA President allows the
G-4’s procedure, winning the required 127 votes
is going to be a tall order indeed. Even if one
includes all 53 African countries as supporters —
in March, the African Union adopted the ‘Ezul-
wini Consensus’ demanding that an enlarged
Security Council include two veto-wielding per-
manent members from Africa — the number of
countries with a strong preference for the G-4
resolution does not exceed 60. Germany wields
influence among the East Europeans, but so does
Washington.

Latin American and Caribbean states do not
find the G-4 proposal attractive and there is
strong opposition in parts of West Europe as
well. Japan’s influence in Asia is negative, and in
many world capitals the joke is that a Japanese
berth on the UNSC will only increase Washing-
ton’s vote from two (U.S. and U.X)) to three.

Between now and mid-June, Japan, Germany,
India, and Brazil will push their case worldwide.
And since the vote on the framework resolution
will be an open one, the G-4 will get to see which
of its friends (or recipients of largesse) kept their
promises and which did not. However, there is
very little time left and the Indian campaign, in
particular, is far from getting into high gear.
External Affairs Minister Natwar Singh’s inex-
plicable eleventh hour cancellation of an impor-
tant meeting with West African countries in
Senegal earlier this month is a case in point.

What is also perplexing is the G-4’s insistence
on the veto rather than a demand for its aboli-
tion. Since both outcomes are equally unaccept-
able to the P-5, it would be better for the G-4 to
incorporate, at least initially, a demand that has
widespread international support — so that the
proposed expansion contributes to the demo-
cratisation of the world body. Strengthening the
role of the General Assembly should also be part
of the reform plan. Even now, it is not a toothless
body. Last year, for example, the UNGA over-
rode the U.S. veto in the Security Council by
referring Israel’s illegal wall in the Occupied
Territories to the International Court of Justice
for an advisory opinion.

For Japan and Germany, the urgency of the
current campaign is understandable. Both coun-
tries have an ageing population and economies
whose relative strength in the world — though
impressive — is nevertheless on the decline. If
Tokyo and Berlin miss the bus, they can forget
about permanent membership of the UNSC for
all time to come. For India and Brazil, however,
the future is not so bleak. Failure now will bring
a certain loss of face, but there will come a time
when the world comes knocking on their doors.
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Japan prepared to be realistic and flexible: envoy

~ VL
Amit Baruah h v L

NEW DELHL: India, Japan, Germa-
ny and Brazil, which have come
together in the ‘G-4’ to campaign
for entering the United Nations’
Security Council as permanent
members, should consolidate
their solidarity, the Japanese
Ambassador to India, Yasukuni
Enoki, said on Tuesday.

The ‘G-4’ was preparing a .

draft resolution to be moved in
the General Assembly for ex-
+ panding the Security Council, he
said ahead of the arrival of the
Japanese Prime Minister, Jun-
ichiro Koizumi, on Thursday.

Responding to China’s sup-
port for India to enter the Coun-
cil and not for Japan, the
Ambassador said all ‘G-4’ mem-
bers had difficult. neighbours.
Asked whether Japan wanted
membership with veto power, he
replied: “At present, yes.” It was
prepared to be realistic and flex-
ible on the issue.

Japan expected China and In-
dia to be the “superpowers” of
Asia. Mr. Enoki felt that India
should shoulder greater respon-
sibility for the maintenance of
stability in Asia.

Global partnership
Japan was ready to “provide

strategic orientation” to the ex-
isting “global partnership” be-
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‘Indla mu 1houlder
greater responsibility
for Asia stability’

tween Tokyo and New Delhi.
Development of bilateral rela-
tions was not only for mutual
benefit but also conducive to sta-
bility in Asia and the rest of the
world.

Action plan

An eight-point “action plan”
to improve bilateral relations
was likely to form part of the
joint statement to be issued dur-
ing Mr. Koizumi’s visit, Mr. Eno-
ki said. As part of enhancing
dialogue and exchange, the two
sides were likely to agree to a
“strategic dialogue” between the
National Security Adviser, M.K.
Narayanan, and the Diplomatic
Adviser to the Japanese Prime

‘Minister, Yoriko Kawaguchi.

Energy dialogue

India and Japan, he said, were
likely to agree on renewing their
energy dialogue at the level of
Petroleum Minister and Minis-
ter for Trade and Industry. To-
kyo could help India set up a
strategic oil reserve and also as-
sist in efficient use of oil. The
increase in consumption by In-
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dia and China was driving up oil
costs for Japan as well.

The Ambassador said Japan
would “clearly articulate” its
support for India’s participation
in the East Asian economic sum-
mit scheduled for December in
Malaysia.

Nuclear non-proliferation

According to him, the post-
May 1998 chapter in India-Ja-
pan relations was closed in 2000
following the visit of the then
Prime Minister, Yoshiro Mori,
to India in 2000. Stressing that
Japan and India shared the ulti-
mate goal of eliminating nuclear
weapons, Mr. Enoki, however,
said their approach was differ-
ent. Non-proliferation was one
“common area” for cooperation.

Pointing out that Japan’s
trade and investment with Chi-
na was 30 times more than that
of Japan and India, Mr. Enoki
was quick to emphasise that
there was no “negative legacy”
in Tokyo-New Delhi relations.
(The current trade between In-
dia and Japan was between $4
billion and $5 billion).

The envoy was hopeful of a
“second Japanese investment
boom” in India. This would be
possible if Japanese companies
brought foreign direct invest-
ment to India for manufacturing
purposes.



'G-4, UFC to
meet Annan

United Nations, May22 % *

IN AN effort to bring about a
compromise on the issue of
expansion of the United Na-
tions Security Council, Secre-
tary General Kofi Annan has
called a joint meeting on Mon-
day of G-4 countries, includ-
ing India, and another group
led by Pakistan and Italy.

Annan, diplomats say, ap-
parently decided to call the
joint meeting of the Group of
Four (G-4), comprising India,
Brazil, Germany and Japan,
which are seeking permanent
membership of the Council,
and the Uniting for Consen-
sus (UFC), led by Pakistan
and Italy, after UFC sought his
intervention to bring about a
compromise.

But it was unclear whether
UFC would be flexible on its
demand that there should be
no expansion in the perma-
nent membership of the Secu-
rity Council.

Major concessions by one of
the groups would be needed
for Annan'’s efforts to succeed
as fundamental differences
exist between them.

The G-4 is seeking expan-
sion in both the permanent
and non-permanent category
of members of the United
Nation Security Council
while the UFC wants the
number of members to be in-
creased in the non-perma-
nent category only.

Envoys of the UFC met
Secretary General Annan on
Friday and diplomats said
that they complained that
the G-4 countries were using
his name to promote their
viewpoint.

They envoys were appar-
ently referring to Annan’s re-
marks that consensus is
preferable but leck of it
should not be used to block
the expansion of the 15-mem-
ber Security Council

The G-4 also ailvocates
similar position but the UFC

wants expanswn to take
place only on the basis of
consensus.

Assembly President Jean
Ping had called a meeting of
the two groups earlier — also
at the request of the UFC
which is nicknamed the ‘Cof-
fee Club’.

But the UFC now feels that
the announcement of a
timetable by the G-4 to move
three resolutions leading to
amendment of the Charter to
increase permanent members
to the United Nations Securi-
ty Council by six and non-per-
manent by four has preempt-
ed the effort by Ping to bring
about a compromise.

At Friday’s meeting with
Annan, the 12 UFC envoys
stressed that a “broadest pos-
sible agreement” on all as-
pects of the UN reform pack-
age is essential to avoid seri-
ous divisions among member
states.

After the meeting, Pak-
istan’s ambassador to the
United  Nations, Munir
Akram, told Pakistani jour-
nalists that Annan agreed. .
that all possible efforts should -
be made to bring about an un-
derstanding between the two
groups.

The G-4 framework resolu-
tion, which was circulated
last week, calls for the en-
largement of the Security
Council from the current 15 to
25 members, including six
permanent members instead
of the four at present.

“Our approach is to bring
about an understanding
among all member states be-
fore going for a resolution,”
AKram said.

“The G-4 has put forward
the resolution and they want
any talks on the basis of
that.”

“Ours is a bottoms up ap-
proach while the Group of
Four have a top down ap-
proach”, he remarked.

PTI
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he process of expanding the United Na-

I tions security council has finally generat-

ed momentum. The latest evidence of this
is the new draft resolution moved by India, Ger-
many, Japan and Brazil: the so-called G4 coun-
tries. Although it is unlikely that the draft resolu-
tion will invite widespread support, the possibili-
ty of alarger UN security council is greater today
than at any time since 1945. The draft resolution,
which was circulated to nearly 70 countries, seeks
to expand the security council from its present
strength of 15 to 25 members. This would include
six new permanent members and four temporary
members. The resolution explicitly states that the
new permanent entrants would have the same
“responsibilities and obligations” as the present
permanent members. In other words, the new en-
trants would also have veto powers if the resolu-
tion were translated into reality.

All the G-4 countries are claimants of perma-
nent membership, while the two other vacant
slots would be filled, according to the resolution,
by representatives from Africa. According to the
strategy developed by the G-4, after a month of
lobbying, a framework resolution would be moved
in the UN general assembly in June this year. For
the resolution to be passed, it would require the
support of two-thirds of the membership of the
UN. If this happens, an amendment to the UN
charter also needs to be made subsequently. The
draft resolution, however, has already invited crit-
icism. The United States of America, easily the
country with the greatest weight and influence in
the UN system, has described the G4 draft asa
“matter of concern” and clearly indicated that it
will not support security-council expansion with
veto powers. Even China has suggested that the
draft resolution “will fuel conflict and undermine
the security council. The bulk of the membership
of the UN general assembly has, for long, believed
that the veto power has been misused by the five
permanent members for their vested interests, es-
pecially during the Cold War era. Under the cir-
cumstances, it is unlikely that the majority will
support more states with veto powers.

There is, however, clearly a silver lining. Sup-
port for reforming the UN, especially for the ex-
pansion of the security council, is all pervasive.
All the permanent mempers of the security coun-
cil and a large section of the member states want
the UN security council to reflect contemporary
international realities. Thus, there could be con-
siderable support for a resolution which will seek
expansion without extending veto powers. The
G-4 members probably realize this ground reality,
but may be using the “veto issue” as a bargaining
chip to finally settle for permanent membership
without the right to block action.

20 MAY 2005 ThE TELEGRAPY
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veto a draft shot

UNHQ, May 17. — India and three
other countries demanding perma-
nent seats in the United Nations
Security Council today circulated a

draft resolution, calling for an
expansion of the Council from 15 to
25 members, with six new entrants
having veto powers and four alter-
nating members.

The draft resolution unveiled by
India, Brazil, Germany and Japan —
kmown as G-4 — said the new
entrants should have the “same res-
ponsibilities and obligations” as the
current permanent members, includ-
ing the veto power, sources said.

The text, circulated to diplomats
from over 70 countries at a meeting
here, however, made it clear that the
differences over the veto power
should not be a stumbling block in
the way of the Council’s expansion.

The Council should be expanded
to reflect contemporary world rea-
lities better, the draft said, a day
after The New York Times reported
that the USA had signalled it would
not support the quest for G-4
nations unless they gave up their
_demand for the veto power.

When asked, State Department
spokesman Mr Richard Boucher
said: “I think we know that this mat-
ter will raise a lot of different views
among different nations. We look
forward to that discussion. It is a
matter of concern.”

The G-4 nations today decided to
move a framework resolution in the
General Assembly in June, before
which they expect to muster the
required number in their favour —
two-thirds of the 191 UN members.

Diplomats said there was no dilu-
tion of their original stand that new
permanent members should have
veto powers.

Of the six new permanent mem-
bers, the draft proposes two each
from the African and Asian groups
and one each from the Latin
American and Caribbean states and
Western Europe and other states.

The draft proposes an addition of
four members to the non-permanent
category — one ecach from the
Asian, African, East European,
Latin American and the Caribbean
states.

A senior diplomat belonging to
the Uniting for Consensus group,
led by Pakistan and Italy, expressed
unhappiness.

18 MAY 2005
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Chinese dragon

breaihes fire

e BEIJING, May 17.

f — In a setback to
India’s quest for a
permanent seat,
~ China today
criticised the G-4 countries for
circulating the draft resolution. “So far
we have found that there is a great gap
between the core aspects of this draft
and the positions of various countries,
including China,” the foreign ministry
spokesman, Mr Kong Quan, said. “So
long as various parties have differences
over the concrete reform plan, bringing
about a draft hastily will only fuel conflict
and undermine the reform programme

. of the UN," he said.

China expressed astonishment over
reports that appeared in Indian media
alleging that Chinese troops had
intruded into Indian territory last week. 1
feel astonished by your question
because of some mixed information. |
don't think that the People’s Liberation
Army will enter the Indian temitory,” Mr
Kong told reporters. “As for the specifics
you mentioned, | have to confirm it he

.said. — The China Daily/ANN & PTI
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New world powers must co};hnue their
efforts to reform the Security Couricil

UDGING by what its officials have been saying on back-

ground as well as in public forums, the United States :

doesn’'t want India to become a permanent member of

the United Nations Security Council. It “unambigu-
ously” supports Japan’s demand for a permanent seat, as sec-
retary of state Condoleezza Rice made clear in March in
Tokyo. When it comes to India’s case, the US position is to link
the issue with broad UN reform, which is a smart way of say-
ing “Wait your turn, boys”. And as far as giving the veto pow-
er to any new permanent member, the Americans have ruled
out the possibility, a stance that the other four current mem-
bers of the council happily support. It is clever policy for the
Americans to try to create a rift among the four nations —
Japan, Germany, Brazil and India — that are carrying out a
global campaign to change the patently unfair and outdated !
global power structure reflected in the composition of the i
present Security Council. But the four, especially Japan, must
not cave in. They are now attempting to garner support of the
two-thirds of UN membership required for amending the UN
charter and Japan, to its credit, is leading the charge. It has
summoned more than 100 of its ambassadors from around the
world next week to Tokyo, where they will be asked to lobby
their host governments for support at the next meeting of the
General Assembly.

The group of four must not only stand firm on permanent
membership with veto powers, it should now expand by invit-
ing at least one nation from Africa, perhaps South Africa, to
join it. American worries about the council becoming paral-
ysed with 10 veto-empowered nations are overblown. With the
presence of the other four existing veto-wielding members,
the US has been able to do exactly what it has wanted in
pursuit of its global interests; the addition of five more will
make little difference. A united stand for veto-wielding coun-
cil membership by a group of important new powers on the
global stage might seem fruitless in the face of US opposition,
but it serves notice of an emerging reality in the world. It also
is good preparation for a reassessment of relative voice and
influence in global organisations, not only in the Security
Council but also in the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund.
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says not
after post

NEW DELHI: On her
return to New Delhi
from Amarkantak on
Sunday, senior BIP
leader Uma Bharati
said she had never de-
manded any post in the
party and welcomed
the appointment of her
detractor, Shivraj
Singh Chauhan, as
Madhya Pradesh

party chief.

Will let you know on
UPA, says Maya
NEW DELHEI: Under
the CBI scanner in a dis
proportionate assets
case, BSP chief
Mayawati on Sunday
slammed the UPA, say-
ing her party would de-
cide on supporting the
government “at the ap-
propriate time.”

Pandes -~

US to India & rest: give uﬁVeto demand or forget it

B SECURITY CoUMCIL ) Washington may block new members fears dilution of US power; it’s not an alrcraft W1th ﬁrst class economy seats: Japan

JOELBRINKLEY . .
WASHINGTON, MAY 15 & v

HE United States

has warned four na-

tions campaigning

jointly for permanent

seats on the UN Security Coun-

cil that Washington will not

support their cause unless they

agree not to ask for the veto

power that the five current per-

manent council members hold,

senior diplomats and adminis-
tration officials said.

The four nations—Brazil,

India, Germany and Japan—
are unhappy about that posi-
tion. “The Security Council is
not like an aircraft, with first-
class, business and economy
seats,” said Ryozo Kato,
Japan’s Ambassador to the
United States.

The four are plunging ahead
with an ambitious worldwide
lobbying campaign. Japan has
summoned more than 100 am-
bassadors and chiefs of mission
from its embassies around the
world to a rally of sorts next
week in Tokyo, where Foreign

mester Nobutaka Machimura
will press them to lobby their
host governments for support.
Wolfgang Ischinger, the
German Ambassador to Wash-
ington, said, “I’'m sure we are
doing the same thing, making
sure every one of us knows how
we can move this forward.”
Ronaldo Sardenberg, the
Brazilian Ambassador to the
United Nations, said, “Our
whole diplomatic establish-
ment is mobilised for this.”
Speaking to reporters on his
flight home from Moscow last

Karat as leader, CPM

shifts gears: day-to-day
matters not his lookout

M Divide in Left over attendance at UPA one-yr
0’2]2 h]nf‘ mPPﬁno ffRAMmMNnrrnyar $a fn‘fa ﬁ“a] pﬂ]]

week, Prime Mlmster Manmo-
han Singh said it was “very im-
portant for the United States,
given its importance in world
affairs, to be supportive of In-
dia’s aspirations.”

Brazil’s Sardenberg said his
country would propose that the
four nations be granted veto
power that they could not use
for 15 years. In 2020, he said,
the United Nations could hold a
conference to decide whether
to lift the ban on the use of veto

power.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

India, Japan, Germany, Brazil lead the charge for permanent seats here

Pranab roughed up
by Cong’s own over
Kolkata poll deal

han Bhavan, the state PCC
office, to announce the
party’s list of candidates for
FOR afewtense minutes  the June 19 polls.

BRAS Rut as the Defence Min-

JAYANTH JACOB
-KOLKATA, MAY 15
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U.S. resists expanding

U.N. veto power &% .

_
Bush administration officials are opposed to

i C«;‘\ﬁ/

giving new members veto power, saying it might

paralyse the Security Council.

Joel Brinkley

HE UNITED States has warned four

nations campaigning jointly for per-
manent seats on the U. N. Security
Council that Washington will not sup-
port their cause unless they agree not to
ask for the veto power that the five cur-
rent permanent council members hold,
senior diplomats and administration of-
ficials said.

The four nations — Brazil, India, Ger-
many and Japan — are unhappy about
that position. “The Security Council is
not like an aircraft, with first-class, busi-
ness and economy seats,” said Ryozo Ka-
to, Japan’s Ambassador to the United
States.

The four are plunging ahead with an
ambitious worldwide lobbying cam-
paign. Ronaldo Sardenberg, the Brazi-
lian Ambassador to the United Nations,
said his country would propose that the
four nations be granted veto power that
they could not use for 15 years. In 2020,
he said, the United Nations could hold a
conference to decide whether to lift the
ban on the use of veto power. The four
need the support of 128 nations, two-
thirds of the United Nations’ 191 mem-
bers, to amend the U.N. charter. The
issue is scheduled to come up for a vote
during the September meeting of the
General Assembly, which will attract
more than 100 world leaders.

Besides the four countries pooling
their efforts, three African nations —
Egypt, Nigeria and South Africa — are
conducting vigorous individual cam-
paigns for some of the six new perma-
nent seats proposed in March by
Secretary-General Kofi Annan. The pur-
pose of the change is to have the council
reflect the current balance of global
power better than is the case with the
original five permanent members — Bri-
tain, China, France, Russia and the Unit-
ed States — and 10 members elected to
two-year terms.

The proposal Mr. Annan offered the
General Assembly would expand the 15-
member council to 24 members, with
the six new permanent members not
having vetoes, and three new two-year
spots for rotating members.

One reason these leaders may be cam-
paigning on the other side of the world is
that, in this effort, no nation can count
onits neighbours. Argentina and Mexico
oppose Brazil. Japan is facing serious
opposition from North and South Korea,
as well as from China, where tens of

16 MAY 2005
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thousands of protesters took part in an-
gry anti-Japan demonstrations last
month.

Italy opposes Germany, while Pakis-
tan is trying to block India.

The United States’ view on the group’s
effort remains uncertain, leading some
diplomats to worry that Washington
may actually oppose expanding the Se-
curity Council because it would dilute
American power.

Fuelling that view, Shirin Tahir-Khe-
li, a special adviser to Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice on U.N. reform, told
the General Assembly last month that
the United States “would like to move
forward on the basis of broad consen-
sus.” But predicating anything at the
United Nations on such a consensus can
be read as a formula for inaction.

The one clear statement to come from
Washington is the warning about veto
power. Administration officials said they
were opposed to giving new members
veto power, out of concern that it might
paralyse the Security Council.

On the broader question of U.S. sup-
port, Rice has sent conflicting signals.
On one hand, during a visit to Tokyo in
March she said “the United States un-
ambiguously supports a permanent seat
for Japan on the United Nations Securi-
ty Council.” But when asked about seats
for India and Brazil during visits there,
she offered statements nearly identical
to each other in their evasiveness.

“We will look at the issue of Security
Council reform, but it should not get
separated out from broad U.N. reform,
because we want this institution to be as
strong as possible, and you are not going
to get as strong as possible an institution
unless you restrengthen all parts of it,”
she said in Brasilia last month.

The Bush administration’s ability to
block the four nations is indirect. If 128
Assembly members vote to allow them
to join the Security Council, council
members must accept that decision. But
then they must submit the revised char-
ter to their governments for ratification.
The Bush administration could simply
withhold the treaty from the Senate,
meaning it would not take effect.

Most of the diplomats say they think
none of the five permanent Security
Council members would be willing to
defy the view of two-thirds of the world.
Still, leaders of the four nations say they
remain only cautiously optimistic of
their ultimate success. —New York
Times News Service

THE MINDU



BEIJING BLOCKS G-4 GOAL

Coffee, tea...
but no UNSC

UNHQ, May 10. — A behind-the-scene meeting pulling
in envoys of India, Japan, Germany and Brazil — known
as G-4 collectively — with the Coffee Club (led by
Pakistan and Italy) to narrow down differences over
expanding the UN Security Council not only failed to
make any headway, it also saw the Coffee Club nations
flaunting China’s support for their effort to block the G-
4 gaining permanent seats, even without a vetp. While
the two sides decided to continue the dialogue after the
hour-long meeting yesterday, the major highlight was .
the claim by the Uniting for Consensus group — nick-

named the Coffee Club — that they now had the sup- |
port of ‘China. |

While the G-4 nations are seeking permanent seats on :
the Security Council, the Uniting for Consensus group is
opposed to an expansion of the permanent membership. .
Diplomats remained pessimistic about the outcome of .
the continuing dialogue. Especially, after Coffee Club
members quoted South Korean Ambassador Mr Kim
Sam-hoon, a member of the Club’s core group along
with Pakistan and Italy, as having said that though the
group might have only 12 or 13 members, it now has half
of the population, economy and territory on its side.
Though he did not name China, the reference was very
clear, a.diplomat said.

Asked whether Mr Kim’s tone was threatening, a
diplomat, speaking on condition of anonymity, said:
“Well, he was making a strong point.”

Questioned what the agenda would be next time they
met, a diplomat shot back, “Was there any agenda this
time?” India, Japan, Germany and Brazil want the
expansion in both permanent and non-permanent mem-
berships of the Council but Uniting for Consensus advo-
cates an expansion only in the non-permanent category.

India has all along been demanding a permanent
membership of the UN Security Council with the veto
power, but Mr Kofi Annan said during his visit to New
Delhi that the grant of it was highly unlikely. New Delhi
has been strongly advocating the need for UN reforms
so that it reflects contemporary realities, making the
world body more relevant and effective.
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‘India is often mentioned (on Sé/éurity Council

membership) but a decision wi

Kofi Annan is the seventh UN
Secretary General and the first Black
African to be appointed to the post.
First elected to the post in 1997 and

now serving his second
term, Annan has presided
over a tumultuous period
in the history of the UN,
when in the aftermath of
the US actions in
Afghanistan and Iraq, the

relevance, jurisdiction, ind

UN has been called into question.

Annan has

Ol\éw E
KOFI ANNAN
UN Secretary General

steered the UN with

steadfast calmness, calling for wide-
ranging reform and pushing towards
newer initiatives in combating

poverty, discrimination
and HIV/AIDs. During his
visit to India recently,
Annan tells SHEKHAR
GUPTA, Editor-in-Chief of
The Indian Express, on
NDTV 24X 7’s Walk The

eedeven  Talk that next year, when he leaves his
the much-vaunted moral power of the  post, he hopes to hand over a stronger

and more dynamic UN to his successor

M Do you support India’s bid for per-
manent membership to the Security
Council?

I think we’ve had a very fruitful and
wonderful relationship with the Indian
government and the Indian people and
I would perhaps even consider India
one of our model member states, both
in terms of the intellectual contribution
to peace-keeping operations and all
the activities of the UN and of course,
we are discussing the reform of the Se-
curity Council. Almost everyone
agrees that the Council needs to be re-
formed, that the structure reflects the
realities of 1945 and the world has
changed. There are lots of discussions
and negotiations going on amongst the
members states and of course India is
one of the countries which is often
mentioned, but the decision will have
to be taken by the members.

B But in the new realities of this world,
India has a place which cannot be de-
nied toit. .

India is an important country and

playsan important role in thisregionand

around the world. And I'm sure as mem-
ber states discuss the future of the organ-

isation and how to restructure the Secu- -
rity Council, these factors will be taken

(into consideration)

B What is the ideal reform? Tknow that
many views will come in, many con- ,
straints will come in, but if you were do-
ingit by executive order, what would you.
do? ,
Well, we have a rather broad agenda.
We are focusing a lot on economic devel-
opment and the need to fight poverty, so
we are coming up with suggestions and
proposalson how to implement the Mil-
lennium Development goals by the tar-

panded to make it more representative
and more democratic and if we were to
do that, itwould gain greater legitimacy.

B And the concept of veto, you think, it
still remains relevant? .
Well...

W Particularly when all five are to- .
gether now.

Yeah...Many would want to remove
the veto, but it's extremely difficult, those
who have that privilege are not going to
give it up.I think most people would pre-
fer to remove the veto rather than create
new ones. So I don’t see any possibility of
creating new vetoes. Nor any possibility
of removing the vetoes which...

B What would you prefer? Tell me what
you would write in your memoirs two
years hence on the question of the veto.
Would you prefer that it was removed or
you think it’s important, it gives stabil-
ity, a centre of gravity to the UN?

I think it’s more than a question of
preference, in the sense that one of the
reasons why some of these governments,

- the US and others, joined the organisa-

tion and we haven’t gone the way of the
League of Nations, was the assurance
that they will get a veto. And so at this
stage it’s not going to be realistic to re-
move the veto. What people have dis-
cussed is how doyou constrain the use of
the veto? Would it be possible, for exam-
ple, to suggest that for any issue tobe ve-
toed, two or three of the permanent
members must vote for it, you know? Or
for them to agree that on certain issues,
none of them would use a veto. Those
are the kinds of discussions that are...

" # You know, today it doesn’t look like

such a big deal, the business of the veto.

Musharraf is a dynamic leader. He is

getdate of 2015 and encouraging the de-
veloping world, the developed world to
increase their development assistance,
debt relief, deeper and more meaningful
debt relief and also when we conclude
the Doha Round, make sure that the de-
veloping countries get a fair stake in the
world trading system.

B And on the Security Council?

On the Security Council.. let me back
up and say that we are not only looking
at the Security Council, we are also look-
ing at how we strengthen the General
Assembly and Economic and Social
Council and the Security Council. On
the Security Council there are two pro-
posals — each would raise the numbers
from 15 to24. One option, let’s call it op-
tion A, would create six new permanent
members without a veto and the other
option would create semi-permanent
members who will sit for four years, but...

M And rotate?

And rotate. But they canbe renewed
without a gap. They can be re-elected
without a gap, so that would be rotation.
The permanent ones, of course, without
veto will be permanent and continue
their work on the Council. Of course,
there are some countries who believe if
you rotate, many more countries get a
chance tosit on the Council,

B Then that defeats the purpose.
Others argue that what you wantis to
get countries that contribute a lot to the
UN and to the international community
joining the Council on a permanent basis
to be able to make a contribution to the
Council. But apart from that, I person-
ally believe that the Council has to be ex-

a leader who wants to make
a change in his soclety.
He’s a leader who seems
determined to try and
improve the India-Pakistan
relationship

wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww

But if the world changes again, ifyou
have rivalries again, US, China, for ex-
ample, China, Japan in a reformed Se-
curity Council, somebody and India.

- The world has evolved and the rela-
tionship that has developed amongst
nations and I've been very happy to
come to India at this time, at a time
when you are making progress on all
fronts, in fact I'm saying peace isbreak-
ing out around India. Inyour relations
with Pakistan, I think the talkswere
very, very productive and of course the
recent meetings with the prime minister
of China, augurs well for peace in this
region and stability in the region.

H You talk about big powers. Have you
seen the definition of big power change
in your tenure? Or in your times of
watching international relations.

The world has changed. There are
other big players on the scene now.
When you look back as to who were the
big players in 1945 and compare it with
today’s world, there are additional coun-
tries that cannot be ignored.

B Even in the last 10-15 years, you
know, from just the megatonnage of
your nuclear stockpiles to per capita in-
come, trade surpluses, foreign ex-
change reserves, the whole equation
has changed.

In fact, you are looking at countries
like India and China and to some extent,
Brazil, which have a real, have taken on
real importance in global trade and their
political role in the world. People talk a
lot about oil prices, demand for natural
resources and they all turn to your re-
gion. That’s because of the demand
from China and to some extent, India,

and everybody is looking to secure na-
tional resource space and energy.

B IfI can drag you in what is actually an
Indian internal debate alittle bit, but it’s
anice debate, We've always aspired to
this global power status in India, we
think we deserve it, we've earned it.

I think a whole ensemble, a whole
collection of attributes makes India what
it is and allows it to play the role it has
played in thisworld.

M And do those attributes include In-
dia’s nuclear weapon status?
I think most people would say yes.

N What would you say? Whatwould the
Secretary-General say?

‘You wouldn’t expect the Secretary-
General to encourage nuclear prolifera-
tion, would you?

B OnIndian soil? You are coming to
India now after four years. Would jou
be disappointed by a sort of prickly re-
lationship that India has with the UN
and also with you, in a way? We had dif-
ficultyears.

No, it’s also part of the nature of the
work. 've always managed to work very
cffectively with all my, all the member
states, including India. There are times
when you go through patches, but on
the whole, my relationship with India
has been good and I'm very happy tobe
able to come back here and have very
constructive discussions on a whole
range of issues.

# You deal with heads of state all the
time, you've dealt with them for many,
many years now, Where would you -
place General Musharraf? Give me the
Secretary-General’s three-line analysis
on this very interesting leader.

No, he’a dynamic leader. He’s a -

leader who wants to make a change in
his society. He’s a leader who seems
determined to try and improve the In-
dia-Pakistan relationship. From my
discussions with him over the years, 1
am convinced he is sincere and I was
very happy to see him and Prime Min-
ister Singh tackle the issues the way
they did and in a frank, open friendly
manner. Musharraf is sincere in his
search for peace.

M But s he the kind of leader who
sometimes surprises a seasoned diplo-
mat like you, because he seems to say
what's on his mind. Sometimes he bats
ahead of his time, I won’t say league, but
he seems to talk ahead of what the audi-
ence is prepared for very many times.

No, he’s very frank, he says what he
wants, he’s also very confident.

® Has he ever complained to you that
the UN did not deliver from Pakistan’s
point of view on the Kashmir issue.
We’ve had that discussion with him
and other leaders about India, about
UN not implementing its own resolu-
tions and that these resolutions are tobe

implemented, you cannot be selective,”

but then he moveson.

B Well, he has moved on, because you -
know, he’s not talking about those reso-
lutions now

Exactly.

A In fact, the line coming out of Pak-
jstanis that those are ossified in time or
frozen in time and Iet’s get a move on.

I have often said even if you have
resolutions, the two countries con-
cerned have to talk, the two countries
concerned have to agree on how to
move forward. These resolutions are
not self-enforcing, you need coopera-
tion and partnership to make it happen.
And this is precisely what is happening
today — without this development,
without the contact between the Indian
leaders and without the new awareness
amongst the people, I have the sense
that the peoples of both countries are
ready for change. They are ready for
thaw in the relationship.
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The past three years have beena
painful period. It started with the war in Iraq, the divisions
in Iraq and then the attack on the UN staff in Iraq.
Wonderful friends and colleagues, some of them had

worked with me for 25 years, were blown away and of
‘course, | sent them there to help deal with the aftermath

of the war, based on the Security Council resolutions

B So 50 years of resolutions being
frozen, do you think it was a failure on
the part of the UN system or doyou
think the Indian view that things had
happened over time to change the basic
situation had merit?

Iwouldn’t say that it was a failure on
the side of the UN. I think any attempt
to solve a conflict is worthwhile and one
should make every effort where possible
to resolve conflicts peacefully. But of
course, it takes two to tango. The protag-
onists have to be ready and prepared to
take certain steps. Until they are ready,
you cannot enforce it from the outside.
And I think now the time seems to be
right and both countries and the peoples
of both countries..

@ There’s a saying in the subcontinent
which we and the Pakistanis share.
Miya biwi raazi to kya karega Kazi —it
means if the husband and wife settle it,
what does the kazi have to dowith it?

Exactly, exactly. This is it. So we al-
ways prefer that it can be done by the
parties directly or in some situations, re-
gional organisations get in and the closer
you can solve to the point of conflict, the
better it is. If the regions can, if the re-
gional organisation can do it we don’t
complain. We do not play monopoly
over all conflicts.

W So you now celebrate the fact that In-
dia and Pakistan are moving ahead bi-
laterally?

Oh, absolutely. I thiak it’s wondertul,
it’s exciting and it has our full support.

B The UNis not there in a competitive
situation.

No. In fact, we would want to do our-
selves out of business. And if you resolve
these conflicts yourselves and others
were to do the same, it would be a much
better world and we will have time to
progress on other issues. :

M You met Mr Advani on this visit.
Yes, Iwent to see him.

M Did you take up with him the ques-
tion of his old prickliness? The govern-
ment that used to say, oh we won’t even
give a visa to the Secretary-General af-
ter what he’s said. Did you pull hislega
little biton this?

No, Ididn’t. We had very friendly and

. constructive discussion on a whole range

of issues.

| Ifyou look at your own job as CEO of
the UN, first of all what do you do for
brand UN? The brand is today under
attack from unilateralism, America, bi-
lateralism, as in the India-Pakistan sit-
nation, and multilateralism, WTO,
ASEAN, even World Economic Forum.
1 think we’ve gone through a lot and
the world has evolved. Yes, you have
those who stress unilateralism, unilateral
approach in their ways, others who are
very keen on multilateralism, the whole
Furopean area, the European conti-
nent, the European Union experiment.

M So many new acronyms have sprung
up in the last 10 years

Exactly and you have the ASEAN
and others. And so at any one stage gov-
ermnments or the government will in
some cases move bifaterally to protect its
interests or to improve relations with

The US is a powerful country, it is a

superpower. | think
relationships go through
peaks and troughs and
there are times when we
have excellent relations,
we’ve had excellent
relations over a long
period and then of course
some issue like lraq
comes up and the
divisions that emerge
create a situation where
the Americans feel the
UN and the international
community have not
supported, but | think
those divisions are
beginning to heal

Il have to be taken’

others. There are times when they will
work with other countries in the region

~ to attain their objectives, or with a

broader United Nations. But what is im-
portant is for governments to realise that
in certain situations, the collective interest
isthe national interest and to accept that
by working collectively with others, you
are not giving up your sovereignty.

W You don’t see this as a threat to the
UN, you just see this as a part of change?

As a part of change in the sense that
you cannot force governments which ap-
proach to take. On certain issues, they will
take unilateral or bilateral, which is fine,
but what is important is on those issues in
an interdependent world, where many
problems we’re dealing with cannot be re-
solved by any one country, regardless of
how powerful, they have to accept the
need towork with others,

B The US versus the UN, is this an un-
even equation?

The US is a powerful country, itisasu-
perpower. But it also realises there are
many issues that it cannot act alone. I
think relationships go through peaks and
troughs and there are times whenwe have
excellent relations, we've had excellent re-
lations over a long period and then of
course some issue like Iraq comes up and
the divisions that emerge create a situa-
tion where the Americans feel the UN
and the international community have
‘not supported, but I think those divisions
are beginning to heal. '

M Secretary-General, it’s been a tough
two 