~" Blasts rip through.,.
 Britain's key oil depot

By Rashmee Roshan Lall/TNN

London: A jittery Britain was jolted
awake early on Sunday morning by a se-
ries of large explosions at one af
Britain’s key oil depots, which created a
towering inferno north of London,
hurled multiple balls of fire into the sky
and produced a wide delta of thick black
smoke in an expanding disaster zone ex-
pected to stretch across huge swathes of
the south-east of the country.

The explosions at the depot in Hemel
Hempstead, a key supplier of aviation
fuel to Heathrow, Gatwick, Stansted and
Luton airports, just after at 6 am GMT,
were heard as far away as in the Nether-
lands and Belgium. Nearby buildings
caved in, cars on the road and trees in
the vicinity were burnt to a cinder and
the force of the blasts was felt some 200
km away from the scene. Some 400 fire-
fighters continued to battle the shooting
flames at the time of going to press.

The cause of the blasts is yet to be es-
tablished. Police insisted, to a country
jittery over terrorist attacks and with
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Flames erupt from buildings behind the
burning Buncefield oil terminal in Hemel
Hempstead in Britain on Sunday

anguished memories of the 7/7 multiple
Tube explosions, that they were treating
the catastrophe as “an accident”.

But, in a significant development, po-
lice admitted security would be up-
scaled to the very highest levels at fuel
storage depots and oil terminals across
the country, even as security experts re-
called that Al-Qaida and other terrorist
groups had previously threatened to tar-

-

get fuel depots.

In the first high-ranking government
response to the incident, Britain’s de-
fence secretary John Reid assured that
the country’s “armed forces, as ever, are
on stand-by, This is a big one but we have
received no request for (army) help so
far”. The disaster is thought to be the
biggest of its kind in Europe, with a po-
tential environmental blowback that
could last months.

At a hurried news conference, Frank
Whiteley, police chief in Hertfordshire,
the south-eastern England county where
the depot is located, admitted police did
not have any answers to questions about
what triggered the explosions which lo-
cal residents described as “sounding like
a 2000-1b bomb”. Whiteley said “We are
treating this major incident as an acci-
dent. However, clearly we will keep an
open mind, as with all investigations,
until we can confirm that for certain.”

The powerful blasts, at Britain’s hub
depot, its fifth largest oil terminal, which
stores 60 million gallons of fuel, caused at
least 39 casualties, two of them serious.
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MIé6 accuzse\c}of‘ﬁ)rturing terror suspects

Hasan Suroor \(\0 (\/0\‘
LONDON: British intelligence ser-
vices have been accused of being
involved in the alleged torture of
a group of suspects of Pakistani
origin detained in Greece in the
wake of the July 7 London
bombings.

A senior British diplomat is
reported to have been recalled
home after a Greek newspaper
disclosed his identity along with
the names of several Greek in-
telligence men alleged to have
been involved in the kidnapping
and torture of 28 Pakistan-born
immigrants.

The newspaper Proto Thema

named the diplomat as an MI6
officer and head of its station in
Athens,

But the British Government
has banned the domestic media
from disclosing his identity on
grounds that it could endanger
his safety.

According to British media re-
ports two of his other colleagues
have also been recalled.

“There is growing concern in
Whitehall that more British
agents will be named as the con-
troversy deepens in Greece over
why M16 officers were allegedly
abducting and abusing sus-
pects,” The Times said.

The alleged suspects have

The allegations have
embarrassed the
British Government
which has
consistently denied
that its officers have
ever been involved in
abusing detenus

claimed that they were “hood-
ed”, beaten up and threatened
with reprisals against their fam-
ilies in Pakistan if they did not
cooperate. They have also told

Greek authorities that those in-
volved in questioning and abus-
ing them were British.

The allegations have embar-
rassed the British Government
which has consistently denied
that its officers have ever been
involved in abuse of terror sus-
pects either at home or in coun-
ter-terror operations abroad.
Recently, Foreign Secretary
Jack Straw dismissed such re-
ports as “complete nonsense”.

The Foreign Office has de-
clined to comment on the case
saying it does not discuss intelli-
gence matters but human rights
groups called for an investiga-
tion into the allegations.
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CBrltaln s nuclear
\L
dilemma

T he British Defence Secretary John Reid’s, recent

\

assertion before the House of Commons Select

Committee on Defence that his country will retain

the nuclear deterrent as long as there was the
threat of a potential enemy possessing such weapons rein-
forces the inherent arbitrariness in the global nuclear bar-
gain, a recipe for the proliferation of Weapons of Mass
Destruction (WMD). His remarks appear against the back-
drop of the sharply polarised debate over the replacement of
the Trident D5 submarine-launched ballistic missiles due by
2020. The Ministry of Defence has rejected requests for
details of the proposal under the right to information law on
grounds of national security and public interest. The Tri-
dent is said to possess 300 times firepower than the atomic
bomb dropped by the United States on Hiroshima that
instantly killed thousands and inflicted radiation-related
disease and suffering on subsequent generations. The cur-
rent debate should be viewed in the context of the renewal
last year of Britain’s 1958 nuclear agreement for mutual
defence with the U.S. — widely seen as a framework for
clandestine trade in WMDs. It is no surprise therefore that
the proposal for the induction of the new generation of
weapons should have been called into question in terms of
Britain’s disarmament obligations under the Nuclear non-
Proliferation Treaty to reduce its arsenals.

Members of Parliament in the ruling Labour Party led by
Paul Flynn have demanded that a final decision on updating
the missile system, expected before the 2010 general elec-
tions, be made on the basis of a vote in the House of
Commons. The move away from Labour’s call — despite the
cold-war — for unilateral disarmament in the 1983 manifes-
to to the commitment to an independent nuclear deterrent
in Tony Blair’s 2005 manifesto is indeed striking and anti-
nuclear campaigners have questioned the rationale behind
the investment of billions of dollars at the expense of more
pressing social commitments. Nuclear deterrence — the
doctrine that purportedly deters aggression from the enemy
in view of the capacity to inflict total and irreversible de-
struction in retaliation — advocated by the nuclear weapons
states has in fact been the root cause of what is known as
vertical and horizontal proliferation. Not only are today’s
increased stockpiles of weapons and delivery systems tech-
nologically more sophisticated; but there are more countries
that either have the bomb or nurture nuclear ambitions. The
failure of deterrence is also tellingly revealed by the devel-
opment of the so-called usable nukes by the U.S. and its
withdrawal, along with Britain, of the guarantee not to use
WMDs against non-nuclear weapons states. The justifica-
tion for Trident’s replacement in terms of national security
has merely underscored this hypocrisy once again.
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Stinging defeat for Blair N

Anti-Terror Laws Proposed legislation outvoted 322 to 291

Mike Peacock A ! I { &

LONDON, November 9 Britain’s Tony Blair suffered his first major
parliamentary defeat as prime minister on Wednesday, over plans to let police
hold terrorist suspects for up to 90 days without charge.

The House of Commons voted by 322 to 291 against the proposal as about 40 .
members of Blair's Labour party refused to support him, raising new questions
about his authority.

Blair had dramatically recalled his two top ministers—finance minister Gordon
Brown and Foreign Secretary Jack Straw—from abroad in a bid to avoid
defeat, but to no avail. He had earlier put his personal authority on the line,
telling parliamentarians it was their “duty” to support the measure.

An election in May slashed Blair's parliamentary majority to 66, about 100 less
than he has been used to, meaning fewer than 40 Labour members can defeat
him by voting with an opposition combine.

Many also say Blair's decision not to fight another election has weakened his
authority. The decision to recall Brown will reinforce the view that he is
increasingly reliant on his likely successor to get things done.

Police called for the new powers—increasing the detention limit from the
present 14 days—after the July 7 London attacks. Critics say the new powers
would be a huge infringement of civil liberties and would alienate Britain's
Muslim community.

Opposition Conservative leader Michael Howard told partiament the measures
risked acting as a recruitment sergeant for militants.

“We all want to fight terrorism effectively but you don’t have to look very far
beyond our shores to see what happens if you alienate minority communities,”
he said, referring to the nearly two weeks of rioting in France. —Reuters

New Australia anti terror laws questioned after arrests

CANBERRA: Australia was to push ahead with tough new anti-terrorism laws
on Wednesday despite Muslim and civil liberties leaders questioning their
necessity. Opponents of the new legislation say that Tuesday’s arrests of 17
men in the country’s largest-ever counter-terrorism swoop proved its existing
laws were sufficient to handle possible militant threats. Prime Minister John
Howard's fight to strengthen anti-terrorism laws has mirrored that of British
Prime Minister Tony Blair. The new measures, proposed after the London
bombings, allow police to detain suspects for seven days without charge and

http://www.indianexpress.com/print.php?content _id=81689 12/21/2005
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use electronic devices to track them. The laws would also make support for

insurgents in countries such as Iraq an offence punishable by a seven-year jail
sentence. REUTERS

URL: http://www.indianexpress.com/full_story php?content_id=81689
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Blunkett quits Cabinet

Charge of breaking the code of conduct

Hasan Suroor

LONDON: British Prime Minister
Tony Blair on Wednesday lost
one of his most loyal Cabinet
Ministers when David Blunkett,
the Secretary of State for Work
and Pensions, was forced to re-
sign over allegations of breaking
the ministerial code of conduct.

This is the second time that
Mr. Blunkett has had to leave the
Cabinet because of controver-
sies relating to his private life.
He was forced to quit as Home
Secretary last December follow-
ing accusations that he helped
fast-track the visa application of
his former mistress Kimberly
Quinn’s nanny.

Pension reforms

Mr. Blair brought him back to
the Cabinet in the summer to
push through controversial pen-
sion reforms despite reserva-
tions among party MPs and
Cabinet colleagues.

The roots of Mr. Blunkett’s
current difficulties lie in the pe-
riod when he was out of office

OUT AGAIN: U.K. Minister
Jor Work and Pensions
David Blunkett in London
on Wednesday. - PHQTO: AP

and took a string of private as-
signments without informing
the independent watchdog on
ministerial conduct.

Even former ministers are ex-
pected to take its advice while
taking up work in the private

whov
CANN

sector, especially if ¥t might be
perceived as a conflict of inter-
est. The most damaging allega-
tion was that Mr. Blunkett

| bought shares in a bio-technol-

ogy firm which he joined as a
director after leaving the Cabi-
net, and which lobbies for Gov-
ernment work.

Company stake sold

The firm is run by a contro-
versial Asian businessman who
introduced him to awoman with
aview to bringing them together
when Mr. Blunkett was said to
be “lonely” and “depressed” af-
ter breaking off with Ms. Quinn.

After the rowbroke, Mr. Blun-

kett admitted that it was a “mis-

take” not to have taken the
advice of the committee which
oversees ministerial conduct.
He also announced that he was
selling his shares in the company
but as pressure continued, he
decided to resign on Wednesday.

Mr. Blair “reluctantly” ac-
cepted Mr. Blunkett’s resigna-
tion but insisted that he had

done nothing wrong. /
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RAFAH | In a ﬁrst crossing in Palestlnlan@omol

Rice brokers deal

SUE PLEMING
JERUSALEM, NOVEMBER 15

S SECRE-

TARY of State

Condoleezza

Rice brokered
a deal on Gaza border cross-
ings in marathon talks with
Israel and the Palestinians on
Tuesday, scoring a rare
breakthrough in Middle East
diplomacy.

Rice, who put her own repu-
tation at stake by investing so
personally in the negotiations,
had postponed her departure
to Asia for an APEC meeting,
staying in Jerusalem an extra
day until she secured an
agreement on opening the
Gaza-Egyptborder.

Aecess to Gaza is key to

strengthening the impover- - §

ished strip’s economy and giv-
ing a boost to chances for
peacemaking.

Bleary-eyed after an almost
sleepless night of hard-nosed
bargaining, Rice—on her
fourth visit to the region this
year—praised the deal as a
“good step forward”. It hands
the Palestinians control of a
border for the first time.

“This agreement is in-
tended to give the Palestinian
people the freedom to move,
to trade, to live ordinary lives,”
she told a news conference in
Jerusalem before flying out.

Rice said the Rafah cross-
ing between Gaza and Egypt,
the strip’s gateway to the out-
side world, should open on

November 25 with the pres--

ence of European Union se-
curity monitors.

Palestinians would also be
able to start travelling in bus
and truck convoys between

Gaza and the occupied West
Bank within months, and con-
struction of a Gaza seaport
would begin.

Israel had conditioned the
opening of Rafah on its abil-
ity to monitor goods and peo-
ple passing through, saying it
feared arms smuggling across
the border to Palestinian mili-
tants. Pajestinians had insisted
that Israclis not be at Rafah.

An Israeli Defence Min-
istry source said a compro-
mise was reached whereby Is-
raeli and Palestinian security
officers will man a’conirol
room a few kilometres from
Rafah monitoring remote-
control cameras at the border
crossing.

In a sign of tensions, Presi-

on Gaza border .

An Israeli border police
officer stands guard at a
controversial Israell barrier
that was used to access the
former checkpoint in the
West Bank city of
Bethiehem. On Tuesday,
Israell authorities on
Tuesday closed the former
Bethiehem checkpoint and
opened a new clvilian
crossing nearby.

dent Mahmoud Abbas, in a
speech after the Gaza deal
was unveiled, accused Israel of
trying to avoid peace talks and
incite Palestinian civil war by
insisting that militants be dis-
armed before any negotia-
tions on statehood.

During her visit, Rice re-
newed US pressure on Abbas
to act against armed groups.
She also pressed Prime Min-

“ister Ariel Sharon, who has

vowed that Israel will keep
large West Bank settlement
blocs forever, to frgeze settle-
ment ei!paﬂSlon

Both-sides had p prev10usly

“agreed to EU observers at

Rafahy.and differgnces cen-
tred on Israeli monitoring of
the crossing. —Reuters
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Riot bares UK

(’{,/ .

race underbelly

London, Oct. 24 (Reuters): A
man stabbed to death during
weekend rioting in Britain's
second city, Birmingham, had
been set upon by up to 11 men,
police said today.

Isiah Young-Sam, 23, was
attacked in the Lozells area of
the city on Saturday as he
walked home with his
younger brother Zephaniah
and two friends from an after-
noon at the cinema.

Detective superintendent
Dave Mirfield of West Mid-
lands police said Isiah was
brutally assaulted. “The
group was approached by
three cars,” Mirfield told a
news conference. “Those cars
contained, we believe, be-
tween 10and 11 men.

“These men got out of the
cars, armed with knives, and
attacked Isiah and his
friends.”

The murder victim, who
worked for Birmingham City
Council, died from a single
stab wound to the chest and
his friend was stabbed in the
back during the attack.

Isiah, a trainee analyst de-
scribed by his mother as well-
mannered and old-fashioned,
was pronounced dead after
being taken to hospital.

Early today, a teenager was

shot dead in Birmingham
close to the scene of weekend
rioting, but police said it was
unclear whether the killing
was related to the distur-
bances. The 18-year old youth
suffered fatal gunshot wounds
shortly after midnight in the
Newtown area, about a mile
from where the worst of the
weekend violence had oc-
curred.

Police said there had been
“sporadic incidents of disor-
der” overnight, but they had
been on a much smaller scale
than on Saturday night when
up to 50 youths rampaged
through the area and several
men were stabbed, including
Young-Sam.

A burnt-out car in the Perry Barr area of Birmingham. (AFP)

The Saturday night vio-
lence broke out after a public
meeting to address communi-
ty concerns over an alleged
sex attack on a teenage girl.
Police said they were aware of
rape allegations, but that no
victim had come forward,
making any investigation dif-
ficult.

Glyn Evans, director of in-
fotech at the city council, led
tributes to Isiah. “This is very
sad news indeed for everyone
who worked with Isaiah. He
was a very pleasant and hard-
working young man,” he said.

“He was very popular with
his colleagues and had a
bright future in front of him.
He will be greatly missed.” -
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TRA gives up-
weapons 17
I_{_afaiSuroor M\)’\«

LONDON: The 30-year-long armed
struggle in Northern Ireland was
formally declared over on Mon-
day when the Irish Republican
Army (IRA) announced that it
had destroyed all its weapons
and would, henceforth, pursue
solely political means to achieve
its aim of a united Ireland.

The claim was confirmed by
General John de Chastelain,
head of the independent inter-
national body which supervised
the decommissioning, and by
two priests who witnessed the
historic act.

A report, confirming the de-
commissioning, was sent to the
British and Irish governments
on Monday morning,

Later, at a press conference,
Gen de Chastelain said his com-
mission had “observed” and
“verified” a series of acts of de-
commissioning and was “satis-
fied” that all of IRA’s arms had
been put beyond use. They rep-
resented the “totality” of IRA’s
arsenal, he said.
~ “The arms decommissioning
is consistent with the estimates
[of IRA’s arsenal],” he said but
declined to give details.

Gen de Chastelain called it a
“milestone” and said he hoped
that other paramilitary groups
in the province would follow
suit.

The move came two months
after the IRA’s historic state-
ment promising to put its arms
“beyond use” in a “verifiable”
way, and declaring that its vol-
unteers had been ordered to
pursue “exclusively peaceful
means” to achieve their goal.

Gerry Adams, president of
IRA’s political wing, Sinn Fein,
said the development would
“dramatically change” the politi-
cal landscape of Northern Ire-
land.

Scepticism

There had been scepticism
whether the IRA would actually
follow its promise through but
the speed with which it moved to
implement it took its critics by
surprise though hardline Union-
ists insisted that they had ex-
pected the  process of
decommissioning to be more
transparent.

The moderate Ulster Unionist
Party leader Reg Empey extend-
ed a cautious welcome saying
there had been many false
dawns and only time would tell if
IRA was sincere in implement-
ing its promise. Peter Hain, sec-
retary of state for Northern
Ireland, hoped the decommis-
sioning would lead to a complete
cessation of all “paramilitary ac-
tivity and violence”.
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UK study finds presence
of radicals 1n universities

VIJAY Dutt
London, September 16

A STUDY by two professors of Brunie
University has named 24 universities
in the UK “where extremist and/or
terror groups have been detected”.
These include Oxford, Cambridge, the

London School of Economics, Birm- -

ingham, Brunie, Durham, Leeds,
Leicester, Manchester, Nottingham
and Luton universities.

The report said that a thread link-
ing many British terrorists “about
whom we know something” was that
they had spent time at one of these
universities. “This is a serious threat.
We have discovered a number of uni-
versities where subversive activities
are taking place, often without the
knowledge of the university authori-
ties.

The report says Islamist groups
Hizib ut-Tahrir and al-Muhajiroun
(which was thought to have disband-
ed) were active in several universities
despite being subject to a “no-plat-
form policy” by the National Union of
Students. The BNP was found to be ac-
tive at Cambridge University, animal
rights extremists at Oxford, and Is-
lamic extremist groups at the LSE and
Manchester University.

Britain was “under attack” but uni-
versities had failed to prevent infiltra-
tion by terror suspects, warned the au-
thors of the report. They also warned
that some universities “may have be-
come, or may still be, safe havens for
terrorist ideas and recruits.”

This report has caused great alarm
but the reality is that even in the mid-
90s, groups like Hizb ut-Tahrir were
active on campuses. Speeches and
pamphlets attacking the degenerate
western society and asking students to
adopt the Islamic way of life were of-
ten and open. In one speech, the orator
called for “pimps and drug-dealers
(whites) should be thrown into the
Black Sea.” Most universities banned
these groups from their campuses
soon after that.

The latest report has prompted UK
education secretary Ruth Kelly to ask
universities to clamp down on student
extremists. She said it was the duty of
vice-chancellors to inform the police
when they suspect students or staff of
engaging in “unacceptable behaviour”.

Kelly told the annual conference of
Universities UK: “Following the Lon-
don bomb attacks in July, we are hav-
ing to re-examine certain policies. One
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7/7 London attack

BLAIR DEFENDS CRACKDOWN

British Prime Minister Tony Blair on
Friday justified the crackdown on
terror suspects in the UK, arguing that
most nations in Europe has made
tougher anti-terror legislation since-
militancy hit the continent. He denied
that the stringent new laws would in
anyway destroy traditional British civil
liberties. The proposed laws will give
the police the power to detain people
without charging them for upto three
months, up from two weeks.

is how to respond to those using the
freedoms of our society to promote
terrorism and violence.” The confer-
ence was held at the UUK’s headquar-
ters in Tavistock Square where 18 peo-
ple were killed when a bomb exploded
on bus number 30 on July 7.

But university authorities expressed
concern over being asked to “police”
their students although they accepted
that the terrorist threat could not be ig-
nored. A few months ago it was report-
ed (in HT) that MI5 and MI6 had confi-
dentially asked universities to monitor
unusual behaviour and activities of
foreign students and inform them.

A dossier prepared by Whitehall of-
ficials warned Tony Blair about a net-
work of “extremist recruits” circulat-
ing on campuses whose aim was re-
cruit students and people with techni-
cal and professional qualifications.
The warning has been confirmed by
various instances. Omar Sheikh who
was behind the attack on Indian Par-
liament and is presently under deten-
tion in Pakistan for involvement in the
murder of American journalist
Daniel Pearl was for some time a stu-
dent at the LSE.
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VIR Sanghvi
New Delhi, September 7

UNLIKE MANY world leaders who let the
stress show on their faces, British Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair seemed bright and cheery on
Wednesday at the start of his trip to India.
Blair had flown in from China the night before
but insisted that “I have no problems with jet
lag.” A vacation in Barbados had left him
tanned and energetic.

This interview was conducted at the British
High Commission in Delhi. The Prime Minis-
ter had not set an agenda or asked for questions
in advance and said he was willing to talk
about anything his interviewer chose.

Inevitably though, after the first few token
questions about Europe and his visit to India,
he ended up spending most of his time talking
about terrorism, Iraq, the perception of
Britain among Muslims and how best to fight
fundamentalism.

And yes, he repeated his usual response to
the usual rumours about him stepping down
midway through his current term to make
room for Gordon Brown: “You are elected for a
term and you serve it.”

How do you view the India-EU relationship? .
We've got to take the relationship with India
and the European Union to a new stage and
that’s the purpose of this Joint Action Plan to-
day. That’s only a start but it signifies a complete
change of gear for India and the EU. The trade
between India and Europe is enormous. And as
the Indian economy grows, there are going to be
more and more opportunities for business. For
some time, people haven’t taken this relation-
ship very seriously. But actually, it really mat-
ters. It’s very important for Europe and India.

Are you pessimistic about Europe after the fail-
ure to ratify the Constitution?

No. Whatever happens to our Constitution,
Europe remains the largest commercial mar-
ket in the world. It is 25 different countries co-
operating together. And increasingly, it is de-
veloping its own defence and foreign policy.
Whatever happens during the next 12 months
— and I think it is possible for Europe to regain
momentum again — Europe is here to stay.

And for India, which people are now coming
to terms with as a major power, it is important
to have a good relationship with Europe and
vice-versa.

Relations between India and the UK have im-
proved in recent years. Was this something you
set out to do?

Yes. On my very first visit to India, 1 was
struck by the fact that there was a lot of the
past in our relationship - for perfectly under-
standable reasons.

Britain today is a modern country. It is dy-
namic. It’s open. It’s got a very huge mix of
races, religions and it is a country wanting to
be taken on its merits. Whatever history we
have together, the 21st Century relationship be-
tween India and Britain is a partnership of
equals.

India is, frankly, going to be one of the major
powers of the world in the years to come and it
is important for us to have a modern, sensible
relationship.

There is a tremendous affection for India in
Britain. Obviously, we've got a big Indian pop-
ulation in the UK which is hugely respected
and contributes an enormous amount to our
country. I set out very clearly to have a modern
relationship with India. And that’s what we’ve
got today.

Are you concerned about the effect of the Lon-
don bombings on community relations in the UK?

You've got to be concerned because of the po-
tential impact within the Muslim community.
If people start saying that these measures are
directed not against terrorists, but against
Muslims...

But I think people realise that these meas-
ures are necessary to defeat terrorism and that
the way to keep our multi-racial, multi-cultur-
al society together is by coming together —
whatever your race or colour — to stamp out
extremism or fanaticism.

It is possible to get a somewhat exaggerated
picture of this. There will be people who will
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‘Terrorism can’

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and his British counterpart Tony Blair during a press conference in New Delhi on Wednesday.

make inflammatory comments but those who
shout the loudest don’t necessarily represent
the mood. And the response of the Muslim
community in the UK has been — overwhelm-
ingly — to condemn terrorism.

I don’t think they see the measures we are
proposing as a big threat. They understand it’s
necessary, for example, to deport people who are
inciting others to create terrorism in the UK.

In retrospect, do you think that in an effort to
promote multi-culturism, you were too soft on
extreme elements within the UK?

I was trying to introduce tough measures but
until the terrorist acts occurred, people were
questioning whether the government was scare-
mongering or using the threat of terrorism to
introduce unnecessary legislation. I think peo-
ple now understand that the threat is real.

We are an open and dynamic country. We
welcome people who come to our country to
make a contribution to it. The Britain of 2005 is
a very different country from 20 or 30 years ago.
On the other hand, when we are generous and
tolerant towards people who are coming in,
that shouldn’t be abused. If people are coming
in to foment hatred and incite terrorism, then,
frankly, they’ve got to go back out again.

Do you think that some of these people should
have been deported earlier?

We, of course, have been trying to deport
them but there have been problems to do with
human rights issues. I hope now that we are
able to get a grip on this.

Inevitably, this takes us to Iraq. Regardless of
whether the original reasons for the invasion

were valid or not, did you realise that the Muslim
world would react with such hostility toward the
West as a whole?

I'm very clear about this. There’s a danger -

when people say, about those committing these
acts of terrorism, that they abhor their meth-
ods but understand their sense of grievance.

But if you look at what’s happening in Iraq
or Afghanistan today;, it is the ordinary people
— who are Muslims — who are trying to get
their democracy. And these terrorists — Al
Qaeda and others — are trying to stop them. It
is not merely that their methods are wrong.
They have no grievance. They are actually vis-
iting a grievance on people who want democra-
cy.

You can agree or disagree with the original
decision to get rid of Saddam but, what is clear
is that, for the past two years, there has been a
UN-led process for the country to become a
democracy and the only obstacle in its way is
terrorism of the same ideology as in London,
in Egypt, in Indonesia and as you've seen in In-
dia — in Kashmir. .

My view on this is very clear. Terrorists will
use the issue of Irag, of Palestine, of
Afghanistan, of Kashmir — they will use any
issue to justify what they do. But actually, the
fundamental point about their ideology is a ha-
tred for anyone different from them.

You don’t dispute, surely, that anti-West feeling
is at an all-time high in the Muslim world after
the Iraq invasion?

In politics, you've got to challenge an idea
rather than simply accept it. And I challenge the
idea that when in Afghanistan, instead of the
Taliban, you have a democratically-elected Pres-

t be justi
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ident; in Iraq, instead of Saddam, you have a
democratically-elected government; that some-
how this is a suppression of innocent people.

Yes, but given that there is an upsurge in anti-
West feeling, do you think that perhaps the West
did not do enough to address Muslim sentiment?

It’s partly to do with the fact that there has
been a huge inflammation of this whole idea
that somehow the action that we’ve taken is
motivated by spite against Muslim nations or
Muslim people.

If you look at what happened, this began
with 9/11 in America though actually this has
been going on in its other parts of the world
long before that. You, in India, have got a very
clear experience of this.

When people are engaged in this type of ter-
rorism, driven by this extremist ideology, they
always find a reason for it. And that reason gets
a certain purchase on people’s minds and you
find it just being said as a matter of course:
“Well, look at the terrible things that have been
done to people here and there...”

But when you analyse the situation, even in
respect of the Palestinian issue — where I do
entirely understand the strong feelings — you
have got a democratically-elected President of
the Palestinian Authority and he’s the person
who represents the Palestinians. You have got
to be very careful of ending up in a situation
where the legitimate voice of people in a coun-
try is not the voice of those who have been
elected by the people but the voice of those who
shout the loudest and use the most strident
rhetoric.

Does it worry you that so many of those involved

ed: Blair

in the London bombings have heen to Pakistan,
or are of Pakistani origin or have been trained in
Pakistani madrasas? And have you spoken to
General Musharraf about it?

Yes, of course. It’s important to support Pak-
istan in trying to root out this extremism.

When people say to me it’s all down to for-
eign policy, I point out that the roots of this go
very, very deep. And the roots are found in the
teaching of hatred at a very, very early age.

. It is not something that suddenly happened
on September 11 in New York or even before
that. It is something that’s grown over a signif-
icant period of time. And you can only handle
it by tackling the culture and ideology of ex-
tremism that breeds it.

And that’s why it is important to work with
Pakistan on this. And I welcome the measures
that President Musharraf has taken. It is impor-
tant that these measures are taken. We recognise
that whatever disputes and differences there are,
they are not going to be resolved by terrorism. In
fact, every single dispute I can think of in the
world is made worse by terrorism, whether it’s
Chechnya, Palestine, Afghanistan or Kashmir.
The only way we’ll get a resolution of any dis-
pute is by people sitting down together and talk-
ing, not through random violence that slaugh-
ters totally innocent people.

Has the London experience made you more sym-
pathetic to what India has gone through? It start-
ed lang before 9/ for us.

It is important that people realise that in any
dispute, whatever the rights and wrongs on
both sides, things become worse because of ter-
rorism. What terrorism does is to make people
hate each other so much that they can’t talk
through their differences.

In Iragq, for instance, the purpose of the ter-
rorism is to make Shias and Sunnis hate each
other and make it impossible for the country to
come together on the basis of a national identi-
ty. In my view, there’s far too much opinion all
around the world that — I'm going to have to
choose my words carefully — yields too much to
the language of the extremists; gives too much
to the argument that there is, somehow, a justi-
fiable grievance, albeit pursued in an unjustifi-
able way. There isn’f a justifiable grievance that
can, in any shape or form, permit the killing of
innocent women and children in this way.

Prime Minister, you come across as very passion-
ate on this subject. But you also come across as
somebody who is increasingly annoyed by people
who say things like: “Well, you invaded Irag, what
did you expect?”

If we are going to defeat this, we are not go-
ing to defeat it by compromising with it. We are
only going to defeat it by taking it head-on. It’s
not just the actions of these peaple. It is their
whole ideology of fanaticism.

Do you reject entirely the suggestion that lrag
made it easier for terrorists to find new recruits?

No, no. People keep claiming that I've said that
“Iraq has nothing to do with it”. What I've always
said is “they will use Iraq to recruit people and so
on”, And before that, they used Afghanistan or
Palestine or Kashmir or Bosnia. There will al-
ways be something that is given as the reason for
doing it. But I think that the roots go far, far deep-
er than that.

So it does annoy you when people biame the Lon-
don bombings on the action you took in Iraq?

(Laughs) It’s not my job description to get
annoyed. :

Well, in that case, I'll ask you the final question.
Are you going to serve out your full term?

(Laughs) 1 refer the honourable member to
all the answers I've given on this subject many
times before. My view is: ‘You are elected for a
term — you serve it’. So there it is.

P'll take that a ‘yes’, then.

Yes. I've answered this question a thousand
times. But I’'m not suggesting that I may get an-
noyed by the repetition of this question yet
again. (Smiles)

Well, you can’t. That’s not part of your job de-
scription

Exactly And it is your job description *
asking that question. (Laughs) o
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Blalr 1solated over Iraq e d

Hasan Suroor )\\t\\

LONDON: British Prime Minister Tony Blair’s
isolation over Iraq has deepened as the
broad political consensus in Westminster
on the issue appears to be breaking down
with the Tories who had strongly backed
him untili now signalling their
disillusionment.

Kenneth Clarke, the former Tory Chan-
cellor, launched his party leadership cam-
paign this week with a withering attack on
Mr. Blair’s support for the U.S.-led invasion
and said there was “huge disquiet” in Tory
ranks over the course of events in Iraq.

This is the first time a senior Tory figure
has publicly acknowledged that the party’s
official support for the invasion was being
questioned as Iraq seemed to be descending
deeper into chaos. Mr. Clarke accused Mr.
Blair of making a “catastrophic error” in
joining the invasion and giving “bogus” rea-
sons to justify it. He said the threat to Bri-
tain from terrorism had increased because
of the war, and if Mr. Blair still thought that
there was no link between British interven-
tion in Iraq and the July 7 terror attacks in

London, he “must be the only person left
who thinks that”.

Mr. Clarke, who was always against the
war, said his views reflected the new anti-
war mood among the Tories.

Major party issue

“T accept that a majority of my colleagues
differed from me at the time, but I know that
a huge disquiet now exists in the Conserva-
tive ranks about the course events are taking
and the failures of American policy once the
statues of Saddam had been toppled,” Mr.
Clarke wrote in The Daily Telegraph follow-
ing it up with a scathing anti-war speech to
announce his decision to contest the Tory
leadership election.

Iraq looked like becoming a major issue in
the Toryleadership election as Malcolm Rif-
kind, a former Tory Foreign Secretary and a
contender to replace the outgoing leader
Michael Howard, also attacked the decision
to go to war. With the Liberal Democrats
already opposed to the war and the Labour
Party itself deeply divided, Mr. Blair’s isola-
tion seemed complete.




?RESIDENT SLASHED DISASTER BUDGET TO FUND WARS

Bush to blame for

DR

hurncane horror
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WASHINGTON, Sept 3. — Vital
measures to protect New Orleans
from “catastrophic” hurricane
damage were scrapped by the Bush
administration to pay for its wars on
terror and in Iraq, despite ofticial
warnings of impending disaster.

Funding for flood prevention was
slashed by 80 per cent, work on
strengthening levees to protect the
city was stopped for the first time in
37 years, and planning for housing
stranded citizens and evacuating
refugees from the Superdome were
crippled. Yet the administration had
been warned repeatedly of the dan-
gers by its own officials.

In early 2001, at the start of Mr
Bush’s presidency, his government’s
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (Fema) warned that a hurri-
cane hitting New Orleans would be
the deadliest of the three most like-
ly catastrophes facing America; the
others were a massive San Francisco
earthquake and, prophetically,
terrorist attack on New York.

Fema’s then director, Mr Joe
Allbaugh, said the warning caused
him “great concern”. But the
President emasculated the agency.
subsuming it into the Department of
Homeland Security set up after the
9/11 attacks, which concentrated
on the terrorist threat.

This was only one of a serics of
warnings that predicted what hap-
pened last week, including the
storm surges brought by the hurri-
cane, the breaching of the levees,
the floods covering the city, and the

¥

stoxic 2umbo”
chemicals.

Last year an emergency exercise
run by the federal, Louisiana and
New Orleans governments, featur-
ing a fictional Hurricane Pam,
almost exactly foretold the disaster
now unfolding. But officials said
plans to prepare for an actual cata-
strophe were abandoned because of
cuts. Three years ago, another study
concluded that a hurricane less
intense than the one that has now
hit New Orleans would flood most
of the cily; in 1998 a less severe one
still, Georges, produced a 17ft wall
of water.

“No one can say they did not sce it
coming,” reported the The Times-
Ficayunc from New Orleans this
week. The newspaper published a
five-part series predicting the disas-
ter five years ago. Officials and

of sewage, oil and

experts last week wearily iecalied
their attempts to make the govern-
ment fake action. “It’s frusivating to
have planned, begged and pleaded
that this could happen,” said Mr
Walter Maestri, emergency nian-
agenient director of the now sub-
merged Jefferson Parish. “They
would say, ‘\eah veah, yeah.” Well
it's here now.”

Troops to the rescue

Mr Bush today assured that he was
ordering additional active duty forces
to the hurricane-battered Guif Coasi
region, adds AP. “The cnormity <

the task requires more resources.”
Mr George W Bush said. He added
that 4,000 active duty troops were
already in the area and 7,000 more
would arrive in the next 72 hours.
The Independent

A Katrina victim sleeps beside her child inside the Astrodome in

Houston, Texas, on Saturday. AFP
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7/7 bomb

er speaks

from the grave

AMIT ROY

London, Sept. 2: There has
been nothing like this before
— a message from beyond the
grave from a British suicide
bomber to the British people
blaming Tony Blair’s war on
Iraq for the London bombings
of July 7.

And all this delivered in a
distinctive Yorkshire accent
from a Leeds-born lad who
was considered a model mem-
ber of society at the school
where Mohammad Sadique
Khan had so patiently helped
children with learning dis-
abilities. The British people
will now agonise over what
caused one of their own home-
grown boys to journey to the
dark side.

Last night, nearly two
months after the attacks on
London’s transport system, in
which 52 people were killed
and 700 wounded, some very
seriously, Khan was seen justi-
fying the slaughter in a video
shown on the Arabic TV chan-
nel, al Jazeera.

The 30-year-old school as-
sistant, who blew himself up
at Edgware Road Station,
killing six people and injuring
120, addressed the British peo-
ple: “We are at war and I am a
soldier. Now you too will taste

Mohammad Sadique Khan
in the al Jazeera
video. (Reuters)

the reality of this situation.”

Accompanying the video
was a commentary by Ayman
al-Zawahiri, Osama bin
Laden’s right-hand man, who
rubbed chilli into a gaping
British wound by lauding
“martyr” Khan as “one of the
knights of the blessed raids on
London”.

This will be taken as con-
firmation that the London
bombings were an al Qaida op-
eration rather than a home-
grown affair. It is not known
where the video was shot or in-
deed why it has taken so long
for it to be aired. Khan wore an
anorak (a heavy jacket) and an
Arab headscarf.

The text of Khan's mes-
sage will now be scrutinised

Lo

by experts for clues.

Some of the reaction to the
video, from politicians espe-
cially, was predictable. For-
eign secretary Jack Straw de-
clared: “We are waiting for a
police assessment of the
video, which of course I have
seen, but I also say this: there
is no excuse, no justification
for terrorism of any kind.”

Most heartfelt were the
comments from those who lost
loved ones. The battle could
yet become Muslim versus
Muslim. Gous Ali’s Indian
girlfriend, Neetu Jain, 37, was
killed in the explosion on the
No 30 bus in Tavistock Square.
She was born in Delhi, had
grown up in Britain and was a
computer analyst.

All, 33, said: “Muslims
around the world will be dis-
tancing themselves from any-
thing these fundamentalists
have to say; they do not repre-
sent Islam. I was born and
brought up here and I would
never in a million years align
myself tothese views,”

The video does raise un-
comfortable questions for
Tony Blair, who is due in Delhi
shortly for talks on India's re-
lationship with the European
community. So far, he has not
commented on last night's
video.



/‘P/RE-OCCUPIED WITH RIGHTS OF TERRORISTS’

UK chides UN over

terrorists’

LONDON, Aug. 25. — Accusing the UN
of being tgo pre-occupied with the rights

of terrorists, Britain has said the world

body should be more coricerned about
victims of terrorism rather than the peo-
ple who commit such acts.

Dismissing criticism by UN Special
Rapporteur on Torture, Manfred Nowak,
of new powers which will make it easier
to get rid of undesirables from Britain,
Home Secretary Mr Charles Clarke said:
“The human rights of those people who
were blown up on the Tube in London on
July 7, are, to be quite frank, more impor-
tant than the human rights of the people

who committed those acts.” Fifty-six peo-
- ple, including four suicide bombers, were

illed and over 700 injured in the serial
bombings in London on 7 July.

Mr Clarke charged the world body with
being too pre-occupied with the rights of
terrorists and said it should be more con-
cerned about the victims of the menace.

Meanwhile, officials in the Home
Office are studying a number of names,

rnght“s

including of foreign imams whom they
hope to expel on the ground that these
men first entered Britain on false identity
documents.

"Even if Mr Clarke orders the deporta-
tion of an individual, the person has a
right to appeal which is likely to result in
the removal being delayed by up to two
years. At least one of these clerics is

_understood to have come from Pakistan

and British diplomats have been in con-
tact with officials in Islamabad over the
expected expulsions. :

. Mr Clarke said yesterday that the list of
“undesirables” included high-profile
Islamic militants. “We have -got the
names that are widely in the public
domain at the moment.”

The names are believed to include
Muhammad al-Massari, the Saudi-born
dissident whose London-based radio sta-
tion backs suicide attacks on British sol-
diers in Iraq, and Dr al-Massari, who has
lived in Britain since 1994 :and shows
footage on his website of a suicide bomb-
ing of a checkpoint in which three Black
Watch soldiers were killed.
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conduct
code for

uﬁnugrants

By Rashmee Roshan Lall/TNN

London: Britain has announced a tough new
“code of unacceptable behaviour”, which will gov-
ern entry into the country for non-UK citizens, in
a hardening stance on immigration and border
controls post-7/7.

Home secretary Charles Clarke published the
grounds on which foreigners considered to be pro-
moting terrorism can be deported or excluded
from the UK. For- g
eigners, whose be-
haviour directly or
indirectly threatens
public order, nation-
al security, or the
rule of law, could
henceforth be arbi-
trarily frog-marched
out of Britain.

South Asia ob-
servers said that
even though the new
code would chiefly
affect Islamist radi-
cals, right-wingers of
every religious hue,
including American
televangelists and saffron preachers could theo-
retically be barred from entering the UK.

Civil liberties campaigners said the new code of
conduct for foreign nationals appeared to reveal
the extent to which the UK is “losing all its val-
ues”’.

The new list of unacceptable behaviour will ap-
ply to extremists using any means including writ-
ing, preaching, running a website or using a posi-
tion of responsibility such as a teacher, commu-
nity or youth leader.

Foreigners could be deported if they were sus-
pected of fomenting terrorism or seeking to pro-
voke others to terrorist acts; justifying or glorify-
ing terrorism; fomenting other serious criminal
activity or seeking to provoke others to serious
criminal acts; fostering hatred which may lead to
“intra-community violence” in the UK; advocat-
ing violence in support of particular beliefs; ex-
pressing “extreme views that are in conflict with
the UK’s culture of tolerance”.

But in a statement issued by the United Nations
from Geneva, Manfred Nowak, UN special rappor-
teur on torture, criticised Britain’s plans to deport
terrorism suspects to countries that may have
committed human rights abuses in the past.

Nowak said it meant nothing for the UK to say
it would deport radicals to countries with whom it
signs an agreement the returnee will not be tor-
tured. He said such assurances were “not an ap-
propriate tool to eradicate this risk”. On a note of
scathing criticism, he said the UK’s plan reflected
a tendency across Europe to circumvent interna-
tional obligations.
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UK plans more deportations
AT

VUJAY Dutt .
London, August 23 X(\ .
THE BRITISH government is
readying for a new wave of ex-
pulsions of “preachers of hate”
from the counrty. Ten radicals,
including Jordanian Abu Qatada
— said to be the deputy of
Osama bin Laden in Europe —
are already in custody awaiting
deportation. Operations are now
on to round up other fanatic cler-
ics who are not citizens of UK.

The security services and the
immigration department have
already handed over a list of for-
eign-born radicals they would
prefer out of the country and
home secretary Charles Clarke
said he would soon issue rules
on deportation or barring of ex-
tremists from the UK.

Echoing Prime Minister Tony
Blair, Clarke said: “The rules of
the game have changed, both
here and abroad. So this week I
will be publishing, and then act-
ing upon, new ways of dealing
with preachers of intolerance
and hatred and extremists who
try to exploit the openness of our
society to oppress others.”

The Muslim Council of
Britain (MCB) has brought pres-
sure on Clarke to water down the
proposals. The MCB is already
complaining that the BBC gave
the council a bad name because
of its biased reporting.

The BBC had in its Panorama
programme shown that the
council was not properly vetting
new members before admitting
them. Some of these members

;\i"\/, N,

AP

The makeshift memorial for Menzes at the entrance to Stockwell tube
station. Two representatives of Brazil are in UK to probe his shooting.

had links with extremist groups
in Pakistan. According to the
channel, the founder members of
the group were also sympathetic
to radical elements in Pakistan.

Government sources have told
the Hindustan Times that under
the present climate, Clark would
stick to his guns.

The new deportation laws
were imperative to win back the
confidence of the general public.
Especially after investigations
found that a quarter of all terror
suspects arrested in Britain
since the 9/11 attacks on New
York and Washington were asy-

lum seekers. In fact, it is alleged
that at least two of the suspects
in the failed July 21 attacks ob-
tained asylum in the UK using
bogus passports, hames and na-
tionalities.

They and their associates
have raked in tens of thousands
of pounds in state welfare hand-
outs including free housing and
healthcare worth up to £1500 a
year per person,

This revelation has put pres-
sure on the government to re-
view its asylum policy.

Britain is the top destination
for asylum seekers and the ac-

Asylum claims down

New figures out on Tuesday
show that the number of people
applying for asylum in the UK
has decreased

21 per cent drop in applications
for the April to June period this
year compared to last year

11 per cent decrease during the
same period compared to the
first three months of the year

Tony McNuity, the immigration
minister, said he was happy with
the figures but more needs to be
done

Migrationwatch UK, a lobby
group welcomed the drop in
applications but said the govern-
ment should “get a grip” on the
removal of failed applicants from
the country

ceptance rate for seekers is 18
per cent. Last year 26,291 appli-
cations were made for asylum.
The problem has been com-
pounded by the fact that most of
the applicants who are refused
asylum just melt away into the
multi-cultural society that is
Britain and become untraceable.

Intelligence sources fears that
among these “melters” — asy-
lum seekers who disappear —
and the illegal immigrants who
number around 55,000, there
could be several “sleepers”, or
prospective terrorists, who can-
not be monitored.
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Brltam bars

LONDON, Aug. 12. — The British gov-
ernment today said it had barred radical
Muslim cleric, Omar Bakri, from return-
ing to the country, saying the presence of
the Islamic preacher who has spent the
last 20 years in Britain was no longer
“conducive to the public good”.

The move came as Britain’s top legal
official today defended plans to deport
another radical cleric and nine other for-
eigners suspected of posing a threat to
national security.

Jordan said today that it would ask
Britain to extradite one of those de-

i tained, cleric Omar Mahmoud Othman

Abu Omar, also known as Abu Qatada,
who Spanish officials have previously

. described as Osama bin Laden’s spiritual

ambassa&or in Europe%g\& (45) left

Britain last weekend after doming under
increasing pressure from the British gov-
ernment for his hard-line rhetoric after
last month’s transit bombings. Bakri, who
has dual Syrian and Lebanese citizenship,
had insisted that he planned to return to
north London, where his wife and chil-
dren live.

The home office said home secretary
Mr Charles Clarke had written to Bakri
to inform him he would not be allowed
back into Britain.

The cleric has 14 days to write to Mr
Clarke to appeal.

“The home secretary has issued an
order revoking Omar Bakri Moham-
med’s indefinite leave to remain and to
exclude him from UK on the grounds that
his presence is not conducive to the pub-
lic good,” a home office statement said.

Bakri’s entry

Bakri has been accused of
fomenting religious hatred. -

—
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Associated Press
LONDON, Aug. 11. — British authorities
today detained 10 foreigners suspected o
posing a threat to national sceurity. including
a radical Muslim cleric described by ofticials
as Osama bin Laden’s “spiritual ambassador
in Europe.” A government official, speaking
on condition of anonymity because of the sen-
sitivity of the issue, confirmed that the
Palestinian cleric Sheik Omar Mahmood Abu
Omar, also known as Abu Qatada. was taken
into custody. The cleric’s lawyer, Mr Gareth
Peirce, could not be reached today.

Home secretary Mr Charles Clarke issued
a “notice of intention to deport” to the 10 for-
eigners, the Home office said.

The detentions came a day after Britain
signed an extradition agreement with Jordan,
where Abu Qatada was sentenced in abscntia
to life imprisonment for involvement in a
series of explosion and terror plots, and after
Prime Minister Mr Tony Blair announced
measures to deport radical Islamic extremists
following the July terrorist attacks.

Human rights activists have protested
against measures that would allow Britain to
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¢ .10 clerics

A police van arrives at Bow Street Maglstrates Court in London on Thursday where 10 people are appearing
before the courts to face charges in connection with the 21 July attempted bombings. — AFP

deport suspects to countries where they
could face torture. As a signatory to the
European Convention on Human Rights,
Britain is not allowed o deport people
countries where they may face torture or
deuth.

A spokeswoman for the Home office said
that the 10 detained today would not be
deported until agreements had been signed
with all their countries’ governments.

Abu Qatada is among a group of 10 for-
¢ign terror suspects released in March after
Britain's highest court ruled that the contro-
versial anti-terrorism legislation passed in
the wake of the 11 Sept. attacks was unlawful.

He was swiftly re-arrested under new anti-
terror measures that allow suspects to be
electronically tagged, kept under curfew,
denied the use of telephones or the Internet
and barred from meeting outsiders — with-
out being charged or tried.

Meanwhile, several people appeared in
court today charged in connection with the
failed July 21 bomb attacks.

They include the wife and sister-in-law of
Hamdi Issac, who is suspected of trying to
blow up a subway train on 21 July.



A new mood of nationalism in Britain

The refrain on the Left and the Right is the /\Q@
same: restore “Britishness” to Britain. The V
debate is starting to sound more like an anti-

Hasan Suroor

INCE LAST month’s terrorist outrage in

London, Britain is riding on a wave of

aggressive nationalism, verging on jin-

goism in some quarters. Seldom have
voices straddling the conventional ideological
divide sung so closely from the same hymn sheet
as in the current debate on religion, identity and
culture provoked by the recent attacks. From
New Statesman and The Guardian on the liberal
Left to Spectator and The Telegraph on the
Right, the refrain is the same: restore “British-
ness” to Britain.

There is, of course, a vital difference. While
the Left wants this done within the broader
framework of pluralism, the Right wants im-
migrant communities to immerse their distinct
identities completely into the “mainstream.”
The mood, however, is so heavily nationalistic
and the tone so strikingly similar that it is not
always easy to tell the difference.

Consider this: “By bending over backwards to
accommodate the cultures and religions of mi-
grant communities, we have been in danger of
undermining the very ideals that attracted im-
migrants here to begin with.”

And then read this: “We should teach British
history. We should think again about jilbab, with
the signals of apartness that it sends out and we
should scrap faith schools. We should forbid the
imams from preaching sermon in anything but
English; because if you want to build a society
where everyone feels included, and where every-
one shares in the national story, we cannot con-
tinue with the multicultural apartheid.”

Both have a slightly xenophobic feel associ-
ated with fringe groups. But, in the post-7/7 and
21/7 climate these have become mainstream
views. The author of the first is Tristram Hunt, a
prominent historian with impeccable liberal
credentials, and the second comes from Boris
Johnson, editor of Spectatorand a “liberal” Tory
MP. Mr. Johnson’s comments were entirely pre-

CARTOONSCAPE

immigrant tirade.

dictable. One expects Tories — however “wet” —
to say something of this sort but what is dis-
turbing is Mr. Hunt’s angst over what multicul-
turalism has allegedly done to Britain.

Writing in New Statesman, Mr. Hunt chided
the Left for its queasiness over accepting the
idea of patriotism and said that with “Islamo-
fascism” on the rampage “it is increasingly un-
sustainable to maintain this refusal [on the Left]
to engage with the virtues of nationhood.”

His argument is that if the Left does not “en-
gage” with the issue, it would be hijacked by the
Right or what he calls the “Great Britain camp”
with its own “story of Britishness” and notions
of patriotism. But is it also not an admission that
the Right is winning the argument and since we
cannot beat them, let us join them? The issue we
should be addressing is: how did it come to such a
pass that the Right is seen to be winning the
argument in the first place?

Even in this age of ideological vacuum and
promiscuity, there is still need, one believes, to
distinguish between supremacist notions such
as those implied in the shrill calls for restoring
“Britishness” to Britain, and ideas that recognise
and respect differences. Historically, the inte-
grationist approach in which all other identities
are expected to disappear into a national main-
stream, represented by a majority culture, has
not been successful. We saw this in parts of
Eastern Europe where well-meaning attempts
to build societies around a common ideology
transcending religious and cultural differences
did not work.

\W
W\

The American “model” is often cited as an
example of successful cultural assimilation
where everyone is American first and anything
else later. But Britain is not America. The mod-
ern America started life as a land of immigrants
where everyone came from somewhere and then

‘united behind certain common values. Rather

than any given American values defining the
immigrants, it was the early settlers whose val-
ues defined America. America today represents
the shared values of its pioneer settlers. These
values were not imposed on them.

Still, the grand American “melting pot” has
not been sitting quietly. It has boiled over many
times and ethnic strife remains very much a part
of American life, especially in the deep South.

The British experience of peacetime immigra-
tion is more recent and, for all the scary stories,
it has been pretty good. In Britain, there has
been nothing on the scale of America’s race riots
in the last century; and indeed more Indians and
Pakistanis have killed each other in communal
violence in their own countries than what they
may have suffered in Britain as a result of racial
attacks.

Much is made of British “tolerance,” por-
trayed as a uniquely “British value” (“British-
ness,” if you like), as a factor in maintaining
racial harmony but what is not acknowledged is
the contribution of immigrants, especially the
first generation who took all the racial abuse and
provocation on the chin and moved on. It is the
second and third generation, born and brought
up in Britain, who reacted when told to “go

ALMOST
READY !

home.” For them, Britain was home and they
resented being treated as outsiders.

Immigrants are routinely accused of not “in-
tegrating” with their adopted country, but this is
true only to the extent that all immigrants, in-
cluding British immigrants in other countries,
tend to stick together in a new place. And Britons
should know (America is dotted with places
named after British towns by early immigrants)
as this letter in The Daily Telegraph underlines:
“Those who bemoan the lack of assimilation
shown by ethnic minorities into the British way
of life should pay a visit to certain areas of south-
ern Spain, northern France and parts of Italy.
They will find that our own economic migrants
perform in much the same way that is criticised
here. The Brits form their own enclaves, orga-
nise bridge clubs and watch Coronation Street
and Eastenders on Satellite television.”

“White flight” and “ghettos”

Yet, when immigrants in Britain form their
own enclaves, organise their own community
centres and watch Saas bhi kabhi bahu thi on
television they are accused of promoting “ghet-
toisation” and “segregation.” The fact is that
segregation started with “white flight” from ar-
eas where immigrants from Asia and Africa came
and settled. As white families fled in horror and
value of property crashed, more immigrants
moved in setting up their own shops, schools and
places of worship. This is how the “ghettos” were
formed.

Attempts at integration by immigrants fur-
ther suffered when the second and third gener-
ation young people faced racial discrimination,
first at school and in the playground, and then in
jobs. People like Meera Syal, Hanif Kureishi, and
Sanjeev Bhaskar, portrayed as icons of a multi-
cultural Britain, had to struggle hard to find
acceptance in a predominantly white culture.

People born and educated in Britain and
“blessed” with a Yorkshire accent (for Asian im-
migrants are forever slated for not being able to
speak English, let alone in a local “British” ac-
cent) are still called “Pakis” or Asians rather
than simply British as their white fellow citizens
with a Yorkshire accent are. Why?

A reader in The Times asked: “..why is the
term ‘Asian’ so often used to describe people
with brown skin? Most of those around us in this
country with dark skins are not from Asia. They
are born and educated here. They are English (or
Scottish, Welsh etc). Their families may orig-
inate in India, Africa, or the Middle East...but we
are all British and we should be trying to see
ourselves as one society full of many variations.”

Applying such labels to people who are British
— except for the colour of their skin which they
cannot help — does more to emphasise separate-
ness and undermine integration than the in-
ability of a 70-year-old farmer from Jalandhar or
a grandmother from Mirpur to speak English.
Likewise, racial profiling, which makes even the
most pucca British brown sahib a potential sus-
pect in the campaign against terrorism, is hardly
like to promote integration.

In aletter to Financial Times, a self-confessed
“brown Englishman” Malcolm Subhan said: “As
a good ‘brown Englishman’ I took my assimila-
tion into Western society for granted — until it
suddenly occurred to me, a few months ago, that
to the white-skinned ‘natives’ I am a dark-
skinned foreigner, an outsider.. What should I
do to let people know that I am one of them.
Hand out cards setting out my credentials?”

1t is all very well to keep banging about what
immigrants should do to integrate, but as Max
Hastings, a former newspaper editor, says, it is
equally important to ask: “Do we try nearly hard
enough to make welcome those newcomers who,
in the fullest sense, want to belong?”

But interventions such as these are becoming
rare in a debate that is starting to sound more
like an anti-immigrant tirade and —~ Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair’s disclaimers notwithstanding
— suspiciously directed at a particular ethnic
group.
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New laws to combat religious hatemongers

JAMES Sturcke and SIMON Jeffery
London, August 5

BRITISH PRIME Minister Tony
Blair has-announced new measures
to deport religious extremists who
incite hatred. The Prime Minister
said the government was launching
a short one-month consultation on
new grounds for excluding and de-
porting people from the UK. They
would include fostering hatred, ad-
yocating violence to further a per-
son’s beliefs or justifying or vali-
lating such violence. Two Islamist
yrganisations will also be added to
he list of banned outfits.

“Let no one be in any doubt that
the rules of the game are chang-
ing,” Blair said. He added that the
British public had responded with
“unity, dignity and tolerance” to
the terror attacks on London.

Much of the insistence on strong
action to weed out extremism was,
Blair said, coming most vigorously
from Muslims who were “deeply
concerned lest the activities of the
fanatical fringe should contami-

nate the good reputation of the
mainstream Musiim community in
our country”. He added that the
government was prepared to
amend the Human Rights Act in re-
spect of interpretation of the Eu-
ropean convention on human
rights if legal obstacles arise.
“Once the new grounds take ef-
fect, there will be a list drawn up of
specific extremist websites, book-
shops, centres, networks and partic-

~ular organisations of concern,”

Blair said. “Active engagement with
any of these will be a trigger for the
home secretary to consider the de-
portation of any foreign national.”

The government will also consult
on legislating specifically for an ap-
peal process, which does not stall
the deportation procedure. He said
the government was seeking assur-
ances from around 10 countries, in-
cluding Lebanon and Algeria, that
deported people would not be mis-
treated when returned home.

After a short consultation peri-
od, parliament could be recalled
next month to discuss the new leg-
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London blasts probe

islation. Existing powers to strip
people of their British nationality
if they act against the interests of
this country could be extended to
apply to naturalised citizens in-
volved in extremism. He said the
government would also consult on
setting a maximum time limit for
all future extradition cases involv-
ing terrorism. Blair said that min-
isters were already examining a
new court procedure that would al-
low a pre-trial process.

Blair was asked if it was wise to
run the risk of alienating Muslims
by “cracking down” with new legis-
lation and falling into the trap al-
Qaida had set. “This is the balance
that we have to strike,” he replied. “I
think people are well able to see be-
tween tough measures to drive out
extremists and measures aimed at
the Muslim community as a whole.”

Of course there will be those
who try and exploit it ... but I think
the Muslim community is far more
sensible than that and they know
perfectly well that these people are
a menace to their own community,
never mind to the rest of us.”

. Blair dismissed the latest al-Qai-
da video blaming him for the “de-
struction” in central London and
warning of more attacks.

He was also asked whether the
new measures were a classic case of
shutting the stable doors after the
horse had bolted. Blajr said his gov-
ernment had passed the Terrorism
Act of 2000, the Anti Terrorism
Crime and Security Act of 2001, and
the Prevention and Terrorism Act
2005, which had been “fiercely opp-
osed in both Houses of Parliament”.

“I think to be frank what has
changed since the attacks on July
7, is that people now understand
that when we warned of the terror-
ist threat, it was not scaremonger-
ing,” he said. .
The Guardian

Onthe -
terror trail

Two women charged

British police charged two sisters,
Yeshshiembet Girma, 29, and Mu-
luemebet Girma, 21 of south Lon-
don, under the anti-terror laws on
Thursday. They were charged with
failing to disclose information
that could have helped police se-
cure the arrest, prosecution or
conviction of a person involved in
the July 21 attacks. AP, London

Stolen passports

Interpol has sought data from Pak-
istan on some 41,000 passport
books stolen even before they were
issued. Some 4.30 lakh passports
and documents have been stolen

or lost over the world according to
the global policing body estimates
but in Pakistan alone the missing
rate is unusually high. Interpol of-
ficials have identified a clear link
between terrorist activities and
use of stolen or forged passports
and sought data from the Pakistan
interior ministry. PTL, Islamabad

Britons keep away

Nearly one in three adult Britons
has been put off visiting London
since the July bombings, suggests
an opinion poll for CNN and Time
magazine. The figure of 31 per
cent of Britons is virtually on par
with the 32 per cent of French
adults who felt likewise, and well
above the 20 per cent of Germans
wary of coming to the British cap-
ital. The findings also revealed
that 33 per cent of those living in
greater London said security fears
had put them off public transport.
Seventy-one per cent of Britons
said they would be prepared to ac-
cept delays and longer journey
times or higher costs if it meant
tighter security on trains and bus-
es. AFP, London

The Iraq link

Tony Blair doesn’t think so, but
one month on, the vast majority of
Britons see the conflict in Iraq as a
major factor behind the London
bombings. According to polls,
more than eight in 10 Britons
think that Iraq has helped in radi-
calising young Muslims in
Britain, some of them to the ex-
tent of being ready to become sui-
cide bombers. AFP, London
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London: British authori-
ties are mulling how to
tighten border controls af-
ter a suspect in London’s
July 21 botched bombings
took a Eurostar train to
leave the country and trav-
el to Italy, officials said on

Sunday.
Hamdi Issac, also
known as Osman Hussain,

was arrested in Rome on
Friday after fleeing Lon-
don aboard a Eurostar
train to Paris on July 26,
five days after the attack
on the British capital’s
transport system.

He is wanted in connec-
tion with the abortive
bomb attack on a London
Underground station at
Shepherd’s Bush in west
London, one of four unsuc-
cessful aftacks on Lon-
don’s transport network. A
home office spokesman
confirmed that checks at
the Eurostar terminal at
Waterloo were increased
following the initial July 7
suicide bombings, which
left 56 people dead, includ-
ing the four attackers.

The bolstered checks
were lifted on July 17, but
reintroduced after the July
21 attacks, which appeared
to be a copycat of the first
bombings—except that the
bombs failed to go off.

“There are currently
passport checks at Water-
loo. All these decisions are
taken in close consulfation
with the police, and the sit-
uation is kept under re-
view, in liaison with the
Special branch,” said the
spokesman. He declined to
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Court-appointed defence
lawyer Antonietta
Sonnessa leaves a Rome
prison where London
bomb suspect Osman
Hussain is being held

speculate on the specifics
of how Issac may have got
through the Waterloo
checks. “It’s the subject of
a police investigation and I
cannot comment,” he said.

House of Commons
leader Geoff Hoon echoed
the home office comments,
implying that extra pass-
port checks could be intro-
duced. Hoon told the BBC
that British ministers will
be looking into claims that
passport checks at Water-
loo are inadequate.

“I'm aware that the
home office will be looking
at that. Certainly in recent
times there has been en-
hanced security for those
leaving the country as well
as for those coming into
the United Kingdom,” he
said. Agencies



Marksmen swamp London

/' Pollce fear third
terror cell may

launch attack

VIAY Dutt
London, August 1

THOUSANDS OF marksmen were deployed on
London’s streets and rooftops on Monday after
warnings that another team of suicide bombers
was plotting a third attack on the capital. The
police had until Sunday rounded up 19 suspects,
including seven in Brighton, but intelligence re-
ports warned of fresh attacks by a new group,
believed to be made up of British Muslims.

This group also had plans to attack last week
- according to security sources — and that is
why 6,000 police, half of them armed, were pres-
ent at Underground stations throughout the
week. Security was especially tight on Thurs-
day when the police feared another copycat at-
tack. The members of this third terror cell are
thought to be of Pakistani origin but born in
Britain. They have links with the Leeds-based
terror cell that staged the July 7 attacks in
which 52 people died. Three of the suicide
bombers involved in that attack were also of
Pakistani origin. All three had visited their
country of origin sometime last year.

According to intelligence received, the
bombers are intent on attacking London tube
trains and buses once more to demonstrate how
the network can call on more recruits whenev-
er necessary. According to information passed
on by US security, this third group of would-be~
bombers met at Finsbury Park mosque, which
some of the July 7 bombers were also known to
have visited regularly. Richard Reid, the shoe-
bomber was also a regular there.

The hunt for people who provided money,
shelter and logistical support to the bombers
has intensified. Officers said there were still
many people “out there” who were directly in-
volved in planning and plotting the attacks.

Scotland Yard has dismissed the claim made
by the suspected July 21 bomber, Hussain Os-
man, that the devices were meant only to scare
passengers. Osman alleged during his interro-
gation in Rome that the July 21 devices were not
meant to kill anybody. The Yard said the devices
were studded with razor sharp nails and only
faijled to explode because of a clumsy mistake
by the bombmaker. Sir Ian Blair, the Met Police
commissioner said the bombs were designed to
kill and that London had a lucky escape.

The arrest of Osman and his brothers in
Rome has alarmed the Italian government. It
said the calls made by Osman on the mobile he
was carrying showed that an international net-
work was helping him. The Italian interior min-
ister confirmed the presence of autonomous Is-
lamic cells in that country, “which could repre-
sent a concrete threat”. Italy, according to secu-
rity sources, could be the next target for Islam-
ic terrorists.
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MUSHARBAF CHARGE pakistan President General
Pervez Musharraf has accused the UK of providing a
save havep.td Islamic militants in a bid to project

itself as a champion of human rights.

AFP

STUDENT EXODUS The ruling Pakistani Muslim League-
Q and other religious groups have opposed Musharraf’s
decision to expel foreign students photo above) studying in
madrasas in Pakistan.

Mosques urged to cothibat fanatics

HT Correspondent Q M(\

London, August 1

MOSQUES IN Britain have been
urged by the Ahmadiyya Muslim As-
sociation to combat violent fanatics
through a “grass roots revolution” at
its annual convention where mem-
bers were asked to focus on peace.
The meeting was among a series
held across the country by Muslim
organisations to debate terrorism.
Rafiq Hayat, the association’s na-
tional president, called on members
to honour the “true meaning of Is-
lam — peace, tolerance, respect and
service to humanity”. He said: “It’s
time for all Muslims to say enough is
enough. We wish to practise Islam as
exemplified by our founder Prophet
Mohammad (peace be upon him).
The word Islam means peace but we
have to live by it in order to grow.
“We call for a grass roots revolu-
tion in mosques across the UK where
ordinary people wish to make a fu-

ture, for the sak?\’ themselves and
their children and for the sake of hu-
manity, turn away from the harbin-
gers of hate and root out fanaticism.”
A group spokesman urged anyone
who may be able to help police trace
terrorist cells to follow “common
sense” and tell what they know.

Elsewhere, thousands of families
are attending the Living Islam festi-
val in Lincolnshire. The annual
event is organised by the Islamic So-
ciety of Britain, an organisation
which says it wants to strengthen the
contribution of British Muslims to
society. Organiser Jeffrey Beere said
this year’s event had taken on a cru-
cial additional meaning.

“Islam is the faith of 1.6 million
Britons. Its teachings fly in the face
of the messages of hate that were be-
hind the attacks on our capital. This
is an opportunity in a million, a
chance to live the universal values of
compassion and care and to provide
our youth with a positive, whole-

some self-image,” he said. Speakers
include some of the most influential
voices advocating a progressive ap-
plication of Islam in the Western
world.

Followers of the Salafi sect of Is-
lam, a conservative or “pure” read-
ing of the faith, are also organising
lectures to speak against the attacks.
Some western analysts have associ-
ated Salafist thinking with al-Qaida
because some militant groups in
West Asia describe themselves by
the same name. But British followers
of the sect say the association is
completely - wrong because they
themselves have been targeted by
militants for speaking out. Scholars
linked to Birmingham-based Salafi
Publications will explain why they
say Islam condemns suicide
bombers as “perpetrators of evil”.

A debate was held on Friday in
Bradford and will be followed by oth-
ers at mosques in Birmingham and
London throughout August.
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‘Bombing suspects held in London, Rome

Unionists meet IRA

Liverpool Street station
closed after bomb scare

ASSOCIATED Press
London, July 29

RAIDS IN London and Rome
rounded up the last of the four
suspected attackers from the
failed July 21 bombings in
Britain, officials and media re-
ports said. Two of the suspects
were picked up in west London
following raids by heavily armed
police. London police did not
confirm their identities.

Italian police in Rome arrested
Osman Hussain, a naturalised
British citizen from Somalia, as
part of an ongoing investigation
in the bombings, said interior
minister Giuseppe Pisanu.

Another man being sought in
connection with the July 7 at-
tacks in London is in custody in
Zambia, a Zambian official said
on Thursday. Haroon Rashid
Aswat, 31, was arrested in the
border town of Livingstone, hav-
ing crossed into Zambia from
Zimbabwe, according to the offi-
cial, who spoke on condition of
anonymity. Scotland Yard police
headquarters declined to com-
ment on the arrest.

The police also arrested two
women at the Liverpool Street
train station in central London
and evacuated the area. The

30 JuL 2008

women were pinned to the ground
in a raid. One woman is believed
to have been in a line for the
Stansted Express, which goes to
one of London’s airports. The po-
lice were searching a number of
suspect packages in the station.
The police raided two resi-
dences on Friday in west London
and arrested two men at one ad-
dress and one at another, a Met-
ropolitan Police spokesman said
on customary condition of
anonymity. The police operation
was carried out in at least two lo-
cations in Notting Hill about a
quarter-mile apart. Media re-
ports said one of those arrested
was believed to be Muktar Said
Ibrahim, 27, who allegedly tried
to blow himself up on a double-
decker bus in east.London. The
second suspect arrested in Lon-
don is believed to have been re-
sponsible for the attempted
bombing near Oval Tube station.
One of the Tube stations closed
after the July 7 attacks reopened
on Friday Several bouquets of
flowers lay at the entrance to the
Edgware Road station in a tribute
to the seven people Killed there.
But passenger numbers were vis-
ibly down — a sign of nervous-
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e Notting Hill area of London on Friday.

call with scepticism

VIJAY Dutt
London, July 29

THE IRA declared the end of the
war with the British on Thurs-
day, after almost four decades
and 3,637 funerals. It also prom-
ised a farewell to arms, stating
that it had ordered its units to
abandon their weapons. But
there was no apology to the vic-
tims and their families.

The timing of the self-liquida-
tion has not been lost. The IRA
declared its intention to end the
war in the midst of terror fears
in London and realising that
manhunts and bombings would
now be part of British life for a
number of years to come.

The IRA also declared that its
members “must not engage in
any other activities whatsoever,
except peaceful ones”. This has
been intercepted as a declaration
of stopping all kinds of criminal
activities including drugs and
bank heists. The Provisionals’
leadership said the organisation
would pursue a democratic strat-
egy of achieving a united Ireland
through “purely political and
democratic programmes through
exclusively peaceful means”.

Tony Blair hailed the declara-
tion as “a step of unparalleled
magnitude” but there still is a lot
of scepticism among the Union-
ists. Its leader Rev lan Paisley
said it would be months and years
before one could be sure that the
IRA has really laid down arms.

In Belfast on Thursday evening
there was no visible jubilation,
rather a wary and cautious opti-
mism that finally peace could re-
turn to the troubled province.
Most said it would take months
possibly longer before it could be-
come clear whether this was real-
ly an historic breakthrough. Hav-
ing suffered for decades, many are
as yet not ready to take IRA's
words seriously.

London and Dublin hope that
the decommissioning would be
completed by Christmas. The IRA
has agreed to bury arms in the
presence of Canadian General
John de Chastelain and a Protes-
tant and Catholic priest.

Sinn Fein chief Gerry Adams
held press meets to impress upon
Washington, London and Dublin,
that getting into government was

‘his next priority. There is specu-

lation that Adams would try to.”
become president of Ireland.

-
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ness among Londoners despite a
huge police’presence.
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~~21/7: British police
arrest 9 more suspects

A policeman stands outslde a fast-food restaurant, the scene of several arrests
on Thursday In south London. Reuters

GRAHAM BOWLEY
LONDON, JULY 28

British police arrested nine
men in raids in south Lon-
‘don’s Tooting on Thursday in
connection with the aborted
bomb attacks on the capital on
July 21. The arrests came a
day after the seizure in Birm-
inghain of Yassin Hassan
Omar (24), of Somalian ori-
gim, a suspect in last Thurs-
day’s attacks. Omar’s arrest
was the most important break-
through so-far in the investi-
gation into the London terror
bombing campaign.

Three other men were also
arrested on Wednesday in a
second house in Birmingham.
Other raids were made in
Finchley and Enfield in north
London, and at a house near
Stockwell tube station where
three women were arrested

underdnti-terrorism laws.
spite Omar’s arrest, po-
ice said that they still do not

know where the three other
bombers are or the identity of
two of them. However, on
Wednesday they issued a new
photograph of a suspect in the
July 21 abortive bombings.

The police are searching for
Muktar Said Ibrahim, a 27-
year-old originally from Er-

» itrea, whom they believe was
also a would-be bomber.

The nine men arrested in
Tooting on Thursday were
not believed to include any of
the three bombers who are
still at large. Early reports
suggested police raided a flat
above a Turkish kebab shop
and took away three men,
believed to be of Turkish ori-
gin. Six other men were ar-
rested from a nearby prop-
erty opposite Tooting
Broadway station.

Prime Minister Tony Blair
said in London on Wednesday
that he was “greatly heart-

, ened” by the operations.
+ Bowever, on Thursday, Lon-
don’s transportation system
was on precautionary high
alert, with the British trans-
port police making their

“largest deployment ever” on
the Lofidon Underground, a
spekesman said.

. Man held for anti-tank
issile in house

¥ LONDON: Police said on
| Thursday, they had arrested a .
man in Leicestershire the day
before, after finding an anti-
fank missile, among other
‘weapons, ina house; Officers
| stressed the arrast was not ter-
_torism related and that it was
 acriminal investigation, Army
_weapons experts were called
for inspections and the anti-
- tank missile was found 1o be
. designed for practice
nly, said a police
poKeswoman, She also'said a
_ 62-year-old man, who has not
| been named, was being ques-
tianed aboutthe find. - PTI

Sir Ian Blair, Metropolitan
police chief, warned the
British public that the failure
of the attacks on July 21
“should not be taken as some
indication of weakening” of
the bombers’ capabitity. “This
was not the B-team. These
were not amateurs,” he said.

As the investigation un-
folded, the body of a Brazilian
man fatally shot on Friday by
the police ina London subway
train was scheduled to be sent
home to his family.

Inatelevision interview, Sir
Iansaid there had been 250 in-
cidents since July 7 in which
police believed they were pur-
suing a suicide bomber. Seven
came close to ending like the
case of Jean Charles de
Menezes, the Brazilian shot
seven times in the head and
once in the shoulder in a sta-
tioninsouth London.

Wednesday'’s arrests came
on a day of intense police ac-
tivity that included the deten-
tion of a man at Luton Airport
before he boarded a plane
France. He was later released.

Two men removed from a
train in Lincolnshire, and held
under the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Act, were also released

. on Wednesday.

In a related development
on Wednesday, the police re-
leased a man who was ar-
rested last week after the at-
tacks of July 21 and said that
no further action would be
takenagainsthim. —NYT

For bombing
motives,
Africa says
look at home

_ C.BRYSONHULL
NAIROBI, JULY 28

THE anger that may
have caused two East
Africanimmigrantsto try
to bomb London was
more likely bred in
Britain where they grew
up, than Somalia and Ex-
itrea—nations they left
as children—locals and
diplomats in Africa said.

The national origins
of the suspected
bombers—Yasin Has-
san Omar (24) and
Muktar Said Ibrahim
(27)—sparked British
press speculation about
their links to militants in
the Hom of Africa.

But in East Africa,
where many bristle at
the notion of the region
as a terrorist play-
ground, local indigna-
tion is running high.

“Suicide bombings are
unheard of in Somali cul-
ture,” said Ahmed Nur
Mohamed, a Somali im-
migrant in Nairobi. “It
does not matter whether
aSomaliis in a bigcity or
in the bush... we are not
known to blow up our-
selves.”

A British High Com-
mission spokesman in
Nairobi also pointed out
that “Scotland Yard
have offered no evi-
dence of any recent con-
tact with this region” by
Omar and Ibrahim.

Kenya’s government
rejected a report saying
the two had travelled to
Britain on Kenyan pass-
ports, saying that the two
went on UN refugee pa-
persin the 1990s andbe-
came British citizens.

—Reuters
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Jason Bennatto, Cahal
Milmo & Kim Sengupta

LONDON, July 26.
Vital evidence in the hunt
for the four failed suicide
bombers was revealed yes-
terday after police named
two of the terrorists.

Details of an unusual
plastic container used to
hold the home-made
bombs in last Thursday’s
attacks on three Tube
trains and a bus in London
were released yesterday.
Only 100 stores in Britain
sell the Indian-made con-
:ainer, police said.

The hunt for the
ombers became even
nore urgent with the dis-
:losure that there is grow-
ng evidence of a fifth ter-
‘orist who dumped his
»omb and fled. One of the
wo men named as a

otential suicide bomber
/as Muktar Said Ibrahim
27), also known as
Muktar Mohammed Said,
who is accused of trying to
blow up a No. 26 bus in
Hackney Road, east
London, on Thursday.

Police raided a flat in
north London yesterday
where Ibrahim is thought
to have lived.

Police named the
bomber who tried to deto-
nate his device on the
Tube at Warren Street on
21 July as 24-year-old
Yasin Hassan Omar. The
two men are ihought to
have been in Britain for

several years, although

LONDON BOMBINGS

vital clue found

A police officer stands guard in front of a residential building in
New Southgate, north London, on Tuesday. — AFP

they are believed to be of a
Somalian background and
their terror cell has links
with east Africa.

The Home  Office
refused to  disclose
whether they were living in
Britain illegally.

The disclosure of a link
to east Africa could have a
big impact on the investi-
gation into the attacks
because it is likely to
widen the focus of
inquiries beyond Asian
communities.

The deputy assistant
commissioner Mr Peter
Clarke, the head of the
Metropolitan Police’s anti-
terrorist branch, said the
four suspects were all
attempting to be suicide
bombers.

Police have published
the ﬁrst dctaﬂs of ‘compo-

[ —

nents used to make the |
bombs. .

The explosives were
placed inside plastic food
storage containers that
were then put in dark
coloured rucksacks and
sports bags. Scotland Yard
appealed for any shop-
keeper who had sold five
or more of the containers
to any customer to contact
police.

Police have found a fifth
bomb, which contained
the same explosive as the
other four devices, which
were similar to the explo-
sive used in the 7 July sui-
cide attacks that claimed
56 lives. The investigation
by the police and MIS is
focusing on the addresses
and associates of the four
bombers captured on
video. — The Independent d
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nnocence is invariably the first and the worst
I victim of war. Britain is now engaged in a war
against a disembodied enemy. Despite the
clues that have been discovered after the July 7
blasts, the police in Britain are still working only
on the basis of suspicion. There is no clear idea of
how widespread the terrorist networks are and
hence no clear action plan for their elimination.
The police and the common people wait with fear
for the fire next time. But the common people now
“face a different kind of terror. This is the fear of
the police, armed now with orders to shoot on sus-
picion. One innocent man has already been killed
as the British police have lost their innocence.
The traditional British bobby has acquired
macabre features. The shoot-at-sight order is a re-
flection of the enormity of the menace that
threatens London. It is also characteristically
double-edged. There is no other way to make Lon-
don safe from attacks by terrorists except by giv-
ing the police unprecedented powers. Terror can
only be countered by terror. But the use of terror
by the police cannot be as indiscriminate as that
of the fanatics who are the targets. Terrorists cou-
nt their success by the number of innocent people
they kill. The police have to use violence against
terrorists so that those who are innocent can get
back their sense of security and carry on with
their normal lives. Reports suggest that the Lon-
don police are failing to provide this security and,
infact, are making the innocent more frightened.
The sense of insecurity and foreboding is relat-
ed, of course, to the cold-blooded killing of a Braz-
ilian in Stockwell station in south London by poli-
cemen. Mr lan Blair, the commissioner of the Me-
tropolitan police, admitted that the man — now
identified as Jean Charles de Menezes — was inn-
ocent. But Mr Blair could not provide any assura-
nce that someone else would not be shot in a simi-
lar manner. On the contrary, he emphasized that
such killings remained a possibility. Such are the
unusual circumstances prevailing in London that
people living there or visiting have to accept that
the guardians of law and order can at any given
moment turn into killers. A face of British civiliz-
ation is undergoing a cruel transformation, albeit
under the pressure of the most trying conditions.
Mr Blair has, however, displayed rare courage
by admitting that his men had killed an innocent
man by mistake. Not many police chiefs would be
s0 honest. In India, there have been many in-
stances which have provoked the suspicion that
somebody innocent had been killed and incrimi-
nating evidence planted on the corpse to cover up
the killing. Mr Blair has grasped the nettle. This
honesty will stand his force in good stead, unless
of course the admission is nothing more than in-
souciance in the face of the death of an innocent
and ordinary human being.
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OLICE IDENTIFY TWO SUSPECTS, RELEASE PHOTOS

4 Hunt on for bombers
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LONDON, July 25 — British police
today identified two suspects, who
allegedly staged the failed attempts
to blow up a London bus and a sub-
way train last week, by ‘name and
released two new photographs of
them.

Mr Peter Clarke of Scotland Yard
told a press conference that
Mukhtar Said Ibrahim was the
name of the man who tried to blow
up the bus and Yassin Hassan Omar
was the one who tried to bomb the
subway train.

The pair are among four suspects
the police have been looking for
since last Thursday’s near-simulta-
neous attacks on three subway
trains and a bus in London.

Mr Clarke, who is deputy assis-
tant commissioner and head of the
Metropolitan Police’s anti-terrorist
branch, said Ibrahim, 27, was
believed to have recently visited an
address in north London, which
police were searching today.

Ibrahim, a heavy-set, dark-
skinned man with a moustache and
beard, appeared smiling in the pho-
tograph released by the police.

British police today questioned
the third suspect in the failed
attacks as they raced against time to
trace the attackers in the biggest
ever manhunt in Scotland Yard’s
history.

The third suspect was arrested
late Saturday near Stockwell in
south London from where two
other suspects were arrested on
Friday, police said.

Metropolitan Police Commis-
sioner Sir Ian Blair said the investi-
gation was “racing against time”,
amid reports that last Thursday’s
attackers were planning to strike
again.

Senly officers  believe the
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bombers could be preparing to
strike while being harboured at safe
houses in the capital, the Press

Py

- Oval incident

21/07/05 €2/2 119

Pictures released by Scotland Yard on
Monday shows the two suspects in the
attempted bombing on 21 July. — AFP

Association reported. Sir Ian urged
his officers to “move on” with the
probe after a plainclothes detective
shot dead 27-year-old innocent
Brazilian Jean Charles de Menezes
at Stockwell tube station.

Foreign Secretary Mr Jack Straw
spoke to his Brazilian counterpart
Mr Celso Amorim to convey his
regrets over the killing,

Menezes’ family have said they
may sue the British police over the
killing.

British police had said it will have
to shoot suspects in the head to pre-
vent suicide blasts.

Criticising the fatal shooting of
Menezez, the British media said
that the police action has “badiy
shaken” the trust of ethnic commu-
nities in them.

2 THE ST ATESMARN
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Mission abandoned
y fifth terrorist

VIJAY Dutt and
Agencies
London, July 25

BRITISH POLICE on
Monday named two
men who allegedly
staged failed at-
tempts to blow up a
London bus and a
subway train last
week, releasing a
new photograph of
the suspected bus

boM TEXT
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ap near-simultaneous

attacks on three sub-
way trains and a bus
in London. There
were five bombers,
not four, a fact con-
firmed after the po-
lice found a*packet
containing a bomb in
a park very near
Shepherds Bush
tube station. The po-
lice don’t know why
the fifth terrorist

bomber.

It is feared that a
third cell of sleep-
ers, possibly of
North Africans,
might be waiting to
be activated and that
a truck or a car
bomb may already
have been made.
This is apart from
the likely attack by
the bombers on the
run.

Telephone “asso-
ciations” Dbetween
the first two gangs have also
been established. But it is un-
clear whether the two cells were
telephoning one another or if
they both were speaking to the
same people.

Peter Clarke of the Metropoli-
tan Police told a press confer-
ence that Mukhtar Said Ibrahim,
27, was the name of the man who
tried to blow up the bus and
Yassin Hassan Omar, 24, was the
one who tried to bomb a subway
train on July 21.

The two are among five sus-
pects the police have been look-
ing for since last Thursday’s

Yassin Hassan (top) and
Mukhtar Said-lIbrahim

abandoned his mis-
sion,

Ibrahim, a heavy-
set, dark-skinned
man with a mous-
tache and goatee
beard, appeared
smiling in the photo-
graph released by
the police. Police also
released a new pho-
tograph of a still
unidentified man
who allegedly tried
to blow up a train be-
tween Stockwell and
Oval stations in south London.
He appeared standing holding on
to a strap in an apparently emp-
ty Underground train wearing a
dark sweatshirt with “New
York” stamped on the front. The
same man was shown last week
running down the corridor of an
undeground station wearing the
same sweatshirt, which police
said was later discarded.

Scotland Yard and intelligence
agencies are now looking into the
possibility that the two sets of
bombers met on a trip to a white-
water rafting centre in North
Wales to finalise their plans.

ame
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THANK YOU! Tony Blair is shown a CT scan machine inside University College London Hospital on Monday

where he was visiting to thank the nursing staff for their efforts in response to the bomb blasts.
P

amid fears of third attack

Slain man’s family -
to sue British govt

ASSOCIATED Press
London, July 25

THE FAMILY of a Brazilian elec-
trician, who was mistaken for a
terrorist and slain by British po-
lice, on Monday threatened to
take legal action, but a senior of-
ficer insisted the new threat
posed by suicide bombers made
deadly force a necessary option.

Police shot Jean Charles de
Menezes, 27, in a subway car af-
ter mistaking him for a suspect
in the investigation into Thurs-
day’s botched bombing attempts
on three subway trains and a

‘bus. Officers later said he had no

connection to the probe and ex-
pressed deep regret for his
death.

“They have to pay for that in
many ways, because if they do
not, they are going to kill many
people,” his cousin Alex Pereira
told BBC. “They killed my
cousin; they could kill anyone.”

But Chris Fox, president of
the Association of Chief Police
Officers, said police had to have
the option of using lethal force
to stop suspected suicide
bombers.

“We have a series of tactics
which range from disruption to
the very, very final moment
when you have to shoot, and the
aim is to prevent the criminal or
suspect causing harm to other
people,” Fox told BBC.

Prime Minister Tony Blair
said that Britain was “desperate-
ly sorry” for the death o
Menezes. “We are all desperately
sorry for the death of an j
cent person, and

Major has no sympathy

EVEN
AFTER
the killing
of an
innocent
Brazilian,
most in
Britain
have not
criticised
the police
and
instead
blamed
terrorists for creating a situ-
ation where the police have
to resort to shoot to kill poli-
cy. Sir John Major, former
prime minister, has demand-
ed that the people who “spit
hate” at the British way o
life should be deported.
HTC, London

family,” Blair said. “But we also
have to understand that the po-
lice are doing their job in very
difficult circumstances and I
think it’s important we give
them every support.”

Blair’s spokesman said for-
eign secretary Jack Straw spoke
to his Brazilian counterpart Cel-
so Amorim about the “context”
in which anti-terror police killed
Menezes. “As Jack Straw said
yesterday, we deeply regret what
happened,” he said.

The spokesman refused to
comment on the specifics of the
death but urged understanding
for the new challenges that po-
lice faced.
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London police defends

I
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July 24, — The head of the
Metropolitan Police today
defended his force’s
“shoot-to-kill” policy
when dealing with suspect-
ed suicide bombers,
adding that more people
could be shot dead.

The comments by Sir Ian
Blair, the police commis-
sioner, followed the shoot-
ing of Jean Charles de
Menezes (27), an innocent
Brazilian electrician, who
was killed by police on
Friday in Stockwell Tube
station, south London.

The death has provoked
strong criticism of the
police by the dead man’s
family who described the
Met as “stupid and incom-
petent”.

Sir 1an said: “Somebody
else could be shot. But
everything is done to make
it right. This is a terrifying
set of circumstances for
individuals to make deci-
sions.”

The country’s most
senior police chief defend-
ed the actions of his offi-
cers, saying: “What we
have got to recognise is
that people are taking
incredibly difficult fast
time decisions in life-
threatening situations.

“It wasn’t just a random
event and what’s most
important to recognise is
that it’s still happening out
there. There are still offi-
cers out there having to
make those calls as we
speak,” Sir Ian said.

Since the 9/11 terrorist
attack on the USA the
British police have adopt-
ed a “shoot to kill” policy

: shoot-to-klll policy -

»/XY Third suspect arrested %

LONDON, July 24. — Police have arrested a third man in
south London a8 part of their investigation into the altempted
bormbings of three subways cars and a bus on 21 July,

police spokeswoman said today.

The man was arrested late yesterday in the same area as
two-other men, and in the same neighbourhood where a
Brazilian electrician was mislakenly killed by police had

lived.

The-man was amested ‘on suspicion of the commission,
investigation or preparation of acts of terrorien?’, said the
police spokeswomnan. The suspect was taken 1o a central
London police station for further questioning.

Two men were arrested on Friday in the south London area
of Stockwell, one subway stop away from the Oval Tube
station, which was one of those targeted in the 21 July
bombing attempts. Also in Stockwell on Ftiday, police shot
and killed 27-year-oid Jean Charles de Menezes, mistaking

him for a terrorist.

The most recent suspect was arrested in nearby Tulse Hill,
where Menezes had shared a flat with cousins, the police
spokeswoman said, Police said they raided a home in Tulse
Hill yesterday, but it was not immediately clear if that was
when the third suspect was arrested. The police

spokeswoman refused further comment. —

when dealing with suspect-
ed suicide bombers.
Previously firearms offi-
cers were trained to shoot
someone who “posed a
threat to life” in the body,
usually twice, to disable
and overwhelm them. But
with the threat of suicide
attacks this was altered to
allow officers to shoot a
suspect, who was thought
to be carrying explosives,
in the head.The firearms
officers are told to shoot
the suspect several times
so they cannot activate a
bomb, and to avoid hitting
their body in case they
accidentally detonate
explosives with a bullet.
The shoot-to-kill proce-
dures for dealing with sui-
cidle bombers would
remain in place, insisted Sir
Ian. “They have to be that

4 TESHAN

— AP

because there is no point in
shooting at someone’s
chest because that is where
the bomb is likely to be,”
he told Sky News. “There is
no point in shooting any-
where else if they fall down
and detonate it. It is drawn
from experience from
other countries, including
Sri Lanka. The only way to
deal with this is to shoot to
the head.”

The policy had been
“reviewed and reviewed”
for many months and was a
national one, not just for
London, he said.

Mr Jack Straw, the
Foreign Secretary, also
defended the “shoot-to-kill”
policy. He said it was essen-
tial that police were able to
deal effectively with the
threat of a suicide attack.

~— The Independént



UK police shot

the wrong man

LONDON, July 23 — The
man, officers killed in a
dramatic subway shoot-
ing, apparently had noth-
ing to do with a series of
bomb attacks on London’s
transit system, police said
today, calling it a
“tragedy” and expressing
their regret.

Police had pursued the
man, whose identity has
not been released and
who was not believed to
‘be armed or carrying a
bomb, and shot him point-
blank yesterday at the
Stockwell station in south
London. Police later
claimed that he was
“directly linked” to the
attempted bombings of
the previous day.

But today, a spokesman
for Metropolitan Police
said: “The man was
unconnected to the inci-
dents of Thursday,” in
which bombs placed on
three subway cars and a
double-decker bus failed
to detonate properly, and
was ‘“probably uncon-
nected” to the 7 July sui-
cide bombings. “He’s not
believed to be connected
in any way to any of the
London bombings,” a
police source said on con-
dition of anonymity.

The disclosure came as
Scotland Yard released
photographs of the four
suspects, taken from
closed-circuit television
cameras at the three
Underground stations and
on a bus where the bomb-
ing attempts were made.

All the images showed
young men of Asian
appearance, and police
warned people not to
approach any of them,
who are now the targets of

- the most intense anti-ter-

Suspect arrested

LONDON, July 23. —
Police investigating this
week’s failed bombings
today said they had arrest-
ed a second man in a
south London neighbor-
hood close to the scene of
one of the attacks and
where officers shot another
suspect dead in a subway
train. Thousands of officers
conducted a manhunt
amid hopes the publication
of images of four suspect-
ed attackers would lead to
their capture. Earlier, the
Metropolitan Police said
the second arrest late last
night was “in connection
with our inquiries” into
Thursday’s attacks. The
first suspect, whose identi-
ty has also not been
released, was being ques-
tioned at a high-security
London police station. AP

rorism
Britain.

Though police refused
to discuss “operational
tactics,” but sources and
security experts said it
was clear from the inci-
dent that officers were
operating under revised

probe seen in

guidelines. The man’s
death is expected to renew
controversies about

killings by police firearms
officers of innocent peo-
ple. Muslim leaders said
last night they were con-
cerned that a “shoot-to-
kill” policy was now in
operation in London.

The leader of a human
rights group called for a
quick and thorough inves-
tigation into the shooting,
and a Muslim leader said
the news would make
London’s immigrants. and
Muslims more fearful.
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“COPS CHASE SOUTH ASIAN MAN TO DOOR OF TliAlN AND PUMP IN FIVE BULL!\E/s Is it shoot to

‘Terrorist’ shot on Tube Kill Mustims?

L %\ - ru ack Passenger Ms Briony
e Coetsee, 23, said: “We were on the
Tube when we suddenly heard some-
LONDON, July 22. — Police today one say ‘Get out, get out’ and then we
shot dead a suspected terrorist, appar- heard gunshots — someone was shoot-
ently of South Asian origin, after a ing. Somebody in plain clothes who I
chase to the doorway of a London thought was a civilian cop had his gun
Underground train. The Metropolitan out and started shooting and told us to
Police Commiissioner, Sir Ian Blair, getout.”
said the shooting at Stockwell Station Mr Chris Wells. a 28-year old com-
was linked directly to the “ongoing and ~ puny manager, said he had been travel-
expanding” operation in the wake ot ling on the Victoria Line towards : ;
yesterday's attacks across the capital.  Vauxhall when he left the train at )
He said: “This man was challenged and ~ Stockwell. He saw about 20 police oftfi- TI;h‘rssénan photogratpf(}et? EgO\t/Ia' Lusg gttat'gn g:e
refused to obey police instructions.” cers, some of them armed, rushing into “l:‘ fay s Su?pe%c e i y| tco “'::) br obe AFP
Sir Ian appealed for calm, saying that  the station before a man jumped over of the four involved in the latest bombings. —
police needed the understanding and the barriers with police giving chase. ~LONDON, July 22. — British Muslims
co-operation of all communities. He He said: “There were at least 20 of said they feared police were operating
added: “We know there are rumours them (officers) and they were carrying  under a “shoot to kill” policy after a man
sweeping London and I appeal to big black guns. “The next thing I saw  was gunned down at Stockwell Station.
everyone to listen to the facts.™. was this gy jump over the barriersand  The Muslim Council of Britain called on
Passengers evacuated from the south  the police officers were chasing after  police to explain why the South Asian
London station described seeing  him and everyone was just shouting  man, reported as a “suspected suicide
armed police chasing a suspect before ‘Get out, get out™. Mr Christopher bomber” by Sky News, was shot.
opening fire. There were unconfirmed  Scaglione, 35, a fashion designer, was Police have confirmed that officers
reports that police believed the man  also on a Victoria Line tube train short-  pursued and shot a man, but have offered
who had been shot was one of the ly before the incident. He said: “I was  no explanation for the shooting. A Mu-
attackers involved in yesterday’s inci- just on my way out when I heard at first ~ slim Councxl spokesman saxd Muslims
dents. a little bang, not like a bomb and more ~ were “jumpy and nervous” and feared
Passenger Mr Mark Whitby, speak- like a gun, and then people were shout-  reprisal attacks. “I1 have just had one
ing to BBC News 24, reported the man  ing. People then started to run and I phone call saying ‘What if I was carrying
had been shot five times at close range  heard two or three more bangs...” a rucksack?’,” said Mr Inayat Bun-
after he jumped on a train at Stockwell A large area around Stockwell Tube  glawala, referring to the rucksack bombs
Station. He had been sitting on the Station, an interchange for the used in the London attacks. “It’s vital the
train reading his paper as it was sta- Northern and Victoria lines in south  police explain why the man was shot,” Mr
tionary with its doors open in Stockwell ~London, was cordoned off and traffic  Bunglawala said. “We are getting phone
station when he heard people shouting ~ approaching the area ground to a halt. calls from quite a lot of Muslims who are

“Get down, get down!” He said that the A major police operation was report-  distressed about what may be a shoot-to-
Asian man had been seen running on ed at Harrow Road where bomb dis- kil policy.”

to the train pursued by three plain- posal officers were deployed. The fear of reprisals heightened after
clothes police officers. He said the man the attempted firebombing of the Buck-
had tripped and been pushed to the Al-Qaida group claims onus inghamshire home of one of the 7 July

floor. He said: “One of the police offi- A statement posted today on an Islamic ~ suicide bombers, Germaine Lindsay, on
cers was holding a black automatic pis- website in the name of an al-Qaida-  Friday. Massoud Shadjareh, chair of the
tol in his left hand, They held it down to  lally claimed responsibility for the lat- Islamic Human Rights Commission,
him and unloaded five shots into him. I  est blasts targeting London’s transport  asked the government to take responsi-
saw it. He’s dead, five shots, he’s dead.”  system. Abu Hafs al Masri Brigade also  bility for creating the “political environ-

People wait outside the police cordon a the ara close to Stell Undeground Stationin London  He reported the man did not seem to  claimed responsibility for the 7 July ment” for these attacks. — The

was closed to traffic after a bombing suspect was gunned down there on Friday. — AFP be carrying a weapon or wearing a  bombings, adds AP from Cairo. Independent & Agencies //,
-7
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Panic revisited two

ople caught up in a series of incidents
around London this afternoon give
thetr acounts of events

4 ‘I was in a middle carriage and the train was
not far short of Warren Street station when
suddenly the door between my carriage and the
next one burst open and dozens of people started
rushing through. Some were falling, there was
mass panic. It was difficult to get the story from
any of them but when I got to ground level there
was an Italian young man comforting an Italian
girl who told me he had seen what had happened.
He said that a man was carrying a rucksack and
the rucksack suddenly exploded. It was a minor
explosion but enough to blow open the rucksack.
The man then made an exclamation as if some-
thing had gone wrong. At that point everyone

rushed from the carriage.”
Victoria Line passenger lvan McCracken

“I was going into the station, and I heard a
noise. Then I heard noises, like shouting and
screaming, and suddenly I saw a guy coming out
and people chasing him. He came out from the
station, he was running and he was a little bit
confused, looking right and left. I couldn’t really
catch him because I was carrying two heavy
bags, and then he passed by me. There was an-
other guy who was chasing him. We saw a police-
man, so we waved, like, he was going that way, I
don’t know if they caught him”

Hugo Palit at Warren Street station

1 CA-s far as [ know from what a lady at the top
of the escalator was saying, someone came
into the carriage, dumped the bag and ran out.
Some people tried to stop him but he ran out. I
was in the carriage next to the one where the bag
was. All of a sudden there was a popping, it
sounded like champagne popping. I didn’t think
anything of it at the time but then I heard a lot of
shouting from the next door carriage. People
started saying, ‘Smoke, smoke’. One of the train
guys came through and said ‘Get off the train,
we’re evacuating, everyone out’. As we were
walking past the carriage we could see the bag
sitting on the chair. It was a big, black rucksack,
like the backpack-type ones that you get. When
they got upstairs, people were really distressed,
one lady was crying.” .
A witness at Oval station

11 e work underneath the station in the arch-
es and police came in and kind of told us
to get out basically, just to drop everything and get
out. We have left all our cars and everything in
there. We didn’t hear any noise but we didn’t hear
trains for about a good half-an-hour before and
they just told us to get out and we ran out. When
we first came out of the arches we just mingled
- around but now they are telling us to get back.”
Rebecca Hamilton near Shepherds Bush station
The Guardian
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A television grab shows an unidentified man being escorted from Whitehall near Downing Street by armed police officers on Thursday.

Situation under control, says Blair

JAMES Sturcke and Agencies
London, July 21

TONY BLAIR said this afternoon that
police had the situation in London un-
der control once more, after explosive
devices were reported on public trans-
port at lunchtime. The Prime Minister
said he hoped the capital would quickly
get back to normal and announced that
he was returning to his scheduled meet-
ings after consultation with the govern-
ment’s emergency committee, Cobra.
“These incidents obviously have been
serious,” Blair said during a briefing
held in Downing Street. “We know why
these things are done. They are done to
scare people and to make them worried.
In this incident there appear to have
been no casualties. We have to react
calmly and continue as much as possible
as normal.” Blair’s engagements for the

et ppt T

afternoon include a meeting with intel-
ligence and security officials to discuss
government responses to the terrorist
threat. The Prime Minister indicated
that the meeting would go ahead.

“T am meeting the Australian Prime
Minister now and will then go back to
the cycle of meetings. The police are
fairly clear about what has happened.
We will get the transport system back

running as soon as possible. I think
that police and security services have
got the situation under control and we
want to get the transport system back
to normal as soon as possible.”

Blair thanked Australian Prime Min-
ister John Howard, who is currently on
a visit to Britain and who stood beside
Blair during his briefing, for his coun-
try’s support. He earlier cancelled a vis-
it to a school in east London to meet cab-
inet colleagues and security services at
Cobra’s underground meeting room in
Whitehall. Blair’s meeting this after-
noon with senior officials from the po-
lice and intelligence services is one of
several planned to formulate the gov-
ernment’s response to the July 7 attacks.
It aims particularly to discuss what new
powers those services may need to deal
with the threat of terrorism.

The Guardian

days later

TIMELINE

12.25pm Police evacuate
Shepherd’s Bush station
following an attempt to
set off an explosion.

12.30pm Emergency
services called to Oval
station. 20 or 30 passen-
gers evacuated.

12.45pm London ambu-
lance service sends five
vehicles to Warren Street
station after reports of a
rucksack exploding.

1.15pm Pubs and offices
near Warren Street sta-
tion evacuated.

1.22pm London Under-
ground suspends services
on the Hammersmith and
City, Victoria and North-
ern lines.

1.30pm Driver of a hum-
ber 26 bus reports a bang
followed by a smell of
smoke from the upper
deck while driving along
Hackney Road..

2.24pm Metropolitan
Police confirm armed of-
ficers have been deployed
to University College hos-
pital where they are deal-
ing with an incident.

3.10pm London Under-
ground suspends Piccadil-
ly and Bakerloo lines.

3.20pm British Trans-
port Police confirm no
trace of chemical agents
found at Warren Street
station .

3.25pm London Fire
Brigade says officers de-
ployed at Warren Street
tube station as precaution.

4pm Armed police and
dog handlers arrive at
Shepherd’s Bush to begin
searches of sealed streets.
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Oval Station cordoned off after a series of bombs exploded in London’s transport system on Thursday. — AFP

‘ ..Then all hell broke loose’

The Independent

LONDON, July 21. — Mr Haider
Igbal was on his Jast delivery of the
day for his courier company when he
noticed the ashen-faced travellers
leaving the Hammersmith & City
line Tube station in Shepherd’s Bush
shortly before 12.30 p.m.

But only after he stopped his van
near the west London station did the
42-year-old Turk realisc he was wit-
ncssing the immediate aftermath of
an attempt to again inflict terror and

. disruption on the capital.

Later, his van marooned behind a

t police cordon, Mr Igbal said: “There

was a man in a blue suit who looked
very pale and shaken. He said he
thought he was very lucky because

: someone had left a bag in his car-

riage and all hell had broken loose.
“He said the man carrying the bag

had suddenly run out of the station

and people ran away from the train.

- He said he thought he had narrowly
. avoided being killed. He was holding

a sandwich he had crushed without
noticing.”
Police are investigating witness

© reports that a black or Asian man was

seen climbing down a wall beside the

22 JuL e

ATV grab f aman rrested in Downing
Street on Thursday. — AFP

platforms, trying to climb a fence to
enter gardens, then sprinting towards
the nearby BBC TV Centre. .

Meanwhile, passengers on a Tube
train in south London desperately
tried to catch a man who fled after his
rucksack exploded in a carriage, wit-
nesses said.

A woman who was on the train at
Oval station on the Northern Line
described secing a man dash off the
train at about 12.30 p.m., leaving the
bag behind. Others said a man waiting
at the station dumped the bag in a car-
riage and fled back up the escalator.

The passenger told Sky News:
“There was a little explosion. As soon

as the door opened the man ran away
and people were trying to run after
him. There were three men struggling
with him but he ran off and they
couldn’t catch him.” Another witness
said: “There was a popping, it sound-
ed like champagne popping. Then I
heard shouting from the next-door
carriage. People started saying,
‘Smoke, smoke’. One of the train guys
came through and said “We’re evacu-
ating, everyone out’.

“As we were walking past the car-
riage we could see the bag sitting on
the chair. It was a big, black ruck-
sack, like the backpack-type ones
that you get.

“Those in the ticket hall upstairs
said they saw a young man of Asian
appearance aged about 18 run
through the station, pursued by oth-
ers shortly before Ipm. Several
passers-by also gave chase with one
even attempting to rugby tackle the
man,” she added.

Hugo- Caillat (25), who lives near
by, said he was inside the station buy-
ing a ticket. “I heard people shouting
and then this young Asian came run-
ning past. He was looking around to
see if anyone was behind him. He
looked confused. He was shouting:
‘What’s wrong with these people?.”




UK Special %
Branch to \»*
track Muslims

re\
VIKRAM Dodd F N
London, July 20

SPECIAL INTELLIGENCE
units are being planned across
Britain to monitor Muslims so
the authorities can collect
“community by community”
knowledge of where extremism
is building up. The special
squads, to be known as Muslim
Contact Units and staffed by
Special Branch officers, will be
established in areas including
Yorkshire, northwest England
and parts of the Midlands. Af-
ter the London bombings police
admit their intelligence of
what goes on in Muslim com-
munities is “low”, and urgently
needs to be boosted. The police
and Home Office say that a
Muslim Contact Unit operating
in London has already helped
thwart extremist attempts to
recruit young British Muslims
to violent jihad, by working
with Islamic communities.

The establishment of the spe-
cial units is one of the first con-
crete counter-terrorist meas-
ures to emerge after the London
bombings. Tony Blair met mod-
erate British Muslim leaders
on Tuesday and agreed on a
taskforce to produce measures
to tackle extremism.

The Special Branch units
will have language skills and
seek detailed knowledge of the
Islamic communities in their
areas. They will fulfil two roles,
helping protect Muslim com-
munities from Islamophobic
abuse and attacks, while also
gathering intelligence on ex- -
tremist activity.

The Guardian
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lapses UK

LONDON, July 17. — Britain today
said there will be no inquiry into why
the bombers who carried out the
London blasts were not nabbed ear-
lier amidst reports that one of them
had been assessed by an intelligence
agency as not posing a threat, even
as a set of proposed anti-terror laws
were circulated among lawmakers
for speedy adoption.

Lord Chancellor Charles Falconer
said “now is not the time” for an
inquiry, but for a decision on what
legal steps were needed against ter-
ror, referring to the anti-terror Bill
on which discussions will begin
tomorrow.

The London bombings did not
mean that the intelligence and secu-
rity services had failed or that exist-
ing laws were wrong, Falconer said.

He also denied that Britain has
been *“ultra-liberal” on Muslim
refugees, saying ‘“what we have got
to do now is unify all the forces in
our society, in particular in the
Muslim community against those
people who are fundamentally at
odds with our values”.

His comments came after the
Sunday Times reported that British
intelligence agency MIS had
assessed one of the four bombers,
Md Sidique Khan, but decided he
was not a threat.

Also today, Defence Secretary Mr
John Reid said Britain could start
scaling back its troop presence in
Iraq over the next 12 months. In an
interview with the CNN, Mr Reid
said neither Britain nor the USA
had “imperialist ambitions” in Iraq.
— Agencies

= ~wte an nage )

THE STATESMAN



London, July 16 (Reuters)
British Prime Minister Tony
Blair called today for a hearts
and minds struggle against
the “evil ideology” of al Qaida
as the death toll from last
week’s London suicide bomb-
ings rose to 55.

Pakistani security servic-
es detained twomen overnight
in Lahore on suspicion of
links with one of the four
British Muslims who blew
themselves up on July 7 on
three London underground
trains and a bus.

Blair called for a battle of
ideas against what he called
the fanatical beliefs and per-
version of religion behind the
London attacks and others
around the world by the mili-
tant Islamist al Qaida net-
work.

He said the opponent was
an “evil ideology” and a strain
within Islam that was alto-
gether removed from the “es-
sential decency and truth” of
that religion. “It is not a clash
of civilisations — all civilised
people, Muslim or other, feel
revulsion at it. But it is a glob-
al struggle. It is a battle of
ideas and hearts and wminds,
both within Islam and outside
it,” Blair said.

He said claims by militant
Islamists to act in the cause of
the Palestinian, Afghan or
Iraqi people were belied by at-
tacks in those countries in
which innocent civilians were
killed.

“We should lay bare the al-
most devilish logic behind

Asadullah Farooq,
administrator of the
Manzoor-ul-Islam madarsa,
denies any link with
Shehzad Tanweer
in Lahore. (Reuters)

stich manipulation,” he said.
“Why, if it is the cause of Mus-
lims that concerns them, do
they kill so many with such
callous indifference?”

He said such an ideclogy
could only be beaten “by con-
fronting it, symptoms and
causes, head on”.

Pakistani security forces
detained twomen overnight in
Lahore on suspicion of links
with another of the bombers,
Shehzad Tanweer, bringing
the total number of arrests in
Pakistan to six.

“We are interrogating
whether these two people had
any links with Tanweer,” an
intelligence official said.

Officials of two security
agencies today questioned
teachers, students and other
staff of a madarsa in Lahore
which Tanweer was thought

| | | w® 6.7
attle cry against ‘evil ideolo

to have visited in 2004. The
school has connections with
Jaish-e-Mohammed.

Asadullah Farooq, admin-
istrator of the madarsa, later
denied any link with Tanweer.

“Neither any person with
this name (Tanweer) visited
us nor do we know him,” he
said. “We have stopped enter-
taining foreign students after
9/11,” he said referring to al
Qaida’s attacks on the US on
September 11, 2001.

Pakistani intelligence offi-
cials say Tanweer met Osama
Nazir, a member of the Jaish-
e-Mohammed, in Faisalabad
in 2003. Nazir was arrested
last December for the 2002
bombing of a church in Islam-
abad that killed two Ameri-
cans among others.

Four men were rounded up
from Osman Town neighbour-
hood in Faisalabad this week,
relatives and locals said. Nazir
had also been arrested in
Osman Town. Farhat Bibi, the
wife of one of the detained
man, Shehzad Ahmed, said
she had not heard from her
husband since the night of
July 12 when he was taken
away at gunpoint by some 20
men in black uniforms and a
handful in plain clothes.

“They asked my husband
his name and where he came
from and then took him away,”
the mother of two children
said.

Another man, Nazir
Ahmed, was rounded up from
an adjoining lane in the same
way, relatives said.

2
y

A CCTV footage shows bombing suspects (from left to right) Hasib Mir Hussain,
Jermaine Maurice Lindsay, Mchammed Sadique Khan and Shehzad Tanweer at Luton train
station in central England. (Reuters)
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amounts of a substance —
suspected to be explosive ma-
terial —was seized,

A spokesperson for the
Leeds University said he
was doing a doctorate in
an  environment-friendly
study involving “chemically-
inactive substances” with
implications for the food in-
dustry. The Egyptian govern-
ment was sponsoting his stud-
ies. Elnasher had also studied
at the North Carolina State
University in 2000.

Citing sources close to the
investigation, the BBC re-
ported that the explosive
found in Leeds was TATP (tri-
acetone triperoxide), made
from freely available ingredi-
ents,

It said the material is
thought to be similar to that
used by British “shoe
bomber” Richard Reid, who
tried to blow up a transat-
lantic flight in 2001 with ex-
plosives in his shoes.

London police Chief Ian

Blair said detectives are con-
fident they will find an Al
Qaedalink.

Warning that another at-
tack is ““a strong possibility”,
Prime Minister Tony Blair
said the hunt is now on for the
financiers and bomb-makers,

Police admit they are puz-
zZled about the last 81 minutes
in the life of one of the
bombers, Hasib Hussatn, cap-
tured on grainy CCTV im-
ages, Police are still baffled
about why he may have
changed his original target
and instead blew up a bus.

The Pakistani intelligence
sources, meanwhile, said
one of the attackers, Shehzad
Tanveer, met a man in 2003,
who was later arrested for
bombing a church in Islam-
abad.

Pakistani security agencies
are investigating possible links
between Pak-based militant
groups and Tanweer, who
blew himself up in a4rain near
Aldgate statio

[ER W

7/7: Egyptian
spochemist held,
‘explosives’ found

ny
Q\\y CHAEL HOLDEN
~""LONDON, JULY 15

- o Ks |
BRITAIN'S investigation into last wee |
suicide bombings widened today with the ar-
testof a US-trained Egyptian pxochemmt in
Cairo and Pakistan probmg links between
ttacker and the Al Qaeda.
anlglagdy Einashar, 33, a student gf I_x:ecjs
University, was wanted for questioning xr:1 \
the 7/7 bomb attacks that killed at least 5 k
]

le and injured 700 in London.
pe"([)'lk)\: Egyptigm interior rnini§try said he bad
been detained while on a holiday. |
Media reports said Elnasher had Left 2
Britain two weeks before the blastg. He tri:lV— |
elled by metro and bus, changing trains
twice. ‘
Accosding to British newspapers, El-
nasher had rented a house In Leeds, which

ided by police on Tuesday. Large !
wasraidedbypo # CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 ‘
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Egypt chemist from UK umversﬂy eld
gohce chief warns of | ¢
*_further bombings

Extremism
wake-up
call for
community

London, July 15 (Reuters):
Britain’s most senior police-
man called on the country’s
Muslim community today to
end its “denial” about extrem-
ists in its midst and to engage
actively in the fight against
terrorism.

Muslim leaders have ex-

pressed shock that four .

British-born Muslims were
the perpetrators of last week’s
attacks on London which left
at least 54 dead. But Metropoli-
tan Police Commissioner Ian
Blair said Muslims could do
more to help find those plot-
ting further atrocities.

“We have a moment now in
which we can engage with the
Muslim community and move
them from what could be de-
scribed as a bit of denial into
active engagement around
counter-terrorism,” Blair told
BBCTV.

“Who are the preachers of
hate? Who are the people who
are looking to groom
bombers?” Blair asked,
adding that a number of
British Muslims had been to
Iraq and training camps
abroad.

“The Muslim community
somewhere will know who
these people are. We’ve now
got to engage with them so
that they give us the lnforma
tion,” Blair added.

Moderate Muslim groups
already cooperate with police
on security issues but ac-
knowledge that many alienat-
ed young Muslims have drift-
ed away and become vulnera-
ble to indoctrination.

“There is a deep sense of
alienation in parts of the com-
munity, from poverty, from un-
employment, from poor educa-
tion,” said Daud Abdullah, as-
sistant secretary general of
the Muslim Council of Britain
(MCB), the country’s largest
Islamic organisation.

“I think we have to work
more with our youth. We have
to win their hearts and minds
and bring them back from the
fringes,” he said.

19 JUl 7865
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Two men at a mosque in Leeds, England,

55

after Friday prayers. (AFP)
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London, July 15: Operation
Thesis, the codename for the
investigation into the London
bombings, today netted an
Egyptian chemist who was
picked up in Cairo and protest-
ed his innocence.

Magdy El Nashar, 33, who
studied for a PhD at Leeds Uni-
versity, is thought to have
links to a flat in Leeds being
searched by anti-terrorist offi-
cers. He had apparently given
the keys to the flat to the
bombers.

Was this an innocent let or
was he part of the plot?

El Nashar was detained in
a suburb of Cairo following a
worldwide search involving
the FBI, Interpol and other
agencies.

Leeds University con-
firmed that he came to Leeds
to study for a PhD in the school
of biochemistry in October
2000, sponsored by the Nation-
al Research Centre in Cairo.
He was awarded his PhD on
May 6 this year.

“We understand he was
seeking a post-doctoral posi-
tion in the UK, and that his
visa was updated by the home
office early this year,” said a
spokesman for the university.
“He has not been seen on the
campus since the beginning of
J\lly. ”

A man who knew the scien-
tist told a paper in Yorkshire:
“He was extremely charming
and very intelligent, a very
typical Egyptian with perfect
manners. He was obviously
quite a brilliant chemist.”

Britain’s most senior po-
liceman, Sir Ian Blair, the Met-
ropolitan Police commission-
er, warned today that there

A crowd in front of Magdy El Nashar’s home in Cairo.

was a “very strong possibili-
ty” of further terrorist bomb-
ings. He described the
bombers themselves as “foot
soldiers” and said the fact they
were dead did not mean at-
tacks were less likely.

He believes detectives will
establish a “clear link” be-
tween the bombers and al
Qaida, who have in the past
launched attacks in waves.

Blair said he was very con-
cerned by the scale of explo-
sives found at another proper-
ty in Leeds. The tests on the ex-
plosives show the bombers
used ingredients commonly
available to members of the
public. Detectives are trying to
establish whether the four
bombers used acetone perox-
ide — also known as “Mother
of Satan” and TATP — an ex-
plosive which has been chosen
for al Qaida operations.

Peter Clarke, head of the

Metropolitan Police anti-ter-
rorist branch, said: “There are
anumber of things we need to
establish. Who actually com-
mitted the attacks? Who sup-
ported them? Who financed
them? Who trained them?”

Richard Reid, the British-
born shoe-bomber who had
planned to blow up a Paris-
Miami flight, had a spiritual
leader in Pakistan, it has been
alleged. And now, with the
four British bombers — three
British born but from Pak-
istani families and one of Ja-
maican origin — the trail is
leading to madarsas in Pak-
istan.

Shehzad Tanweer, 22, one
of the four, spent time at
Markaz-e-Dawa, a “notorious”
religious school in north Pak-
istan, the Daily Mirror report-
ed today. The madarsa was al-
legedly co-founded by Osama
bin Laden.

Magdy El Nashar
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London, July 13: The four yo-
ung men, one only 19 and an-
other 22, who arrived at King’s
Cross station at 8.30 am last
Thursday, seemed so happy to-
gether. They were laughing
and joking and carrying mili-
tary-style rucksacks.

“You would think they
were geing on a hiking holi-
day,”/€ommented a senior se-
curity source who saw them
oxr'closed-circuit television.

Without elaborate fare-
wells, the four friends went
their separate ways to blow
themselves up, kill 52 other
people and maim 700.

Britain is also pondering
the deeper question: “But they
were British, one even liked
cricket, what led them to be-
come suicide bombers?” .

It seems likely the trail will
lead to Pakistan.

Hasib Mir Hussain, 19,
Shehzad Tanweer, 22, and Mo-
hammed Sadique Khan, 30,
were British Pakistanis from
West Yorkshire.

The identity of the fourth
is known to police but has not
been announced. He is also

’“s{?ﬂi

Yo

thought to be B sh Pak-
istani from the same area.
Although their nationali-
ties were British, the four
lived in the parallel Pakistani
universe that exists in Britain.
Most who inhabit this world
are normal, law-abiding citi-
zens but a section of youth has
been radicalised by events out-
side Yorkshire — Britain even
— in Pakistan, Afghanistan,
West Asia and eastern Europe.
At least Shehzad is known
to have been to Pakistan. “He
said he went to Afghanistan
for a couple of months and for
four months he was in Pak-
istan, in Lahore. I know he
went with a group of people
from Beeston (in Leeds), all
young,” said a neighbour.
Shehzad is also as British
as they come — a cricket fanat-
ic who helped out at his fa-
ther’s fish and chip shop.
“I cannot believe it,” said
his uncle Bashir Ahmed.
Today, the police are look-
ing for the mastermind be-
hind the operation because
they do not think the four
acted on their own without a
wider support group. Fears
are being expressed whether

mg .‘..A\:.':\I-P,L"’

structed. :

No timing dev1ces were
found when the bombs explod-
ed, suggesting that the
men were suicide bombers
who detonated the explosives
manually.

On Wednesday last week,
the three from West Yorkshire
drove to Luton railway station
in a couple of hired cars.
There they met the fourth man
and the team caught an early
morning train the next day to
arrive at King’s Cross Tham-
eslink station, about 100 yards
from King’s Cross mainline
station, at 8.30 am. CCTV
caught them as they passed
along a subway passage.

Their hired cars had been
left at Luton railway station,
along with some bomb-mak-
ing equipment which police
have now destroyed in 10 con-
trolled explosions.

Over the next few weeks
and months, a story will
emerge linking these men to
Pakistan, home to many mili-
tant groups, Afghanistan and
the al Qaida network.

M See Page 3 Y,
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Evidence points to

suicide bombers

4 suspects
in London

AMITROY

London, July 12: Anti-ter-
rorist police in London said
today they believe they
have identified the four
men who carried out the
London bombings which
killed at least 52 people and
injured 700.

Sections of the media are
reporting that the men were
home-grown British Mus-
lims and perhaps the coun-
try’s first suicide bombers. If
the men do turn out to be
British Muslims, as now
seems more than likely, the

The young woman who
became an immediate
symbol of the London
attacks when she was

photographed in a surgical
burns mask outside
Edgware Road station was
identified as 24-year-old
Davinia Turrell. She has
made a “dramatic
improvement”, her sister
said on Tuesday. (AP)
B See Page 4

chances are they could be of
Pakistani origin.

There were three simulta-
neous explosions on the Lon-
don Underground on Thurs-
day last week at 8.50 am, fol-
lowed by a blast on a number
30bus at 9.47 am.

Police said at least one of
the bombers died at the scene
of an explosion. Property be-
longing to other suspects has
been found at the scenes of the
other explosions.

After a day of raids across
West Yorkshire, an area with a
large Pakistani population,
one man has been arrested
there and was brought to Lon-
don for questioning.

Deputy assistant commis-
sioner Peter Clarke, head
of Scotland Yard’s anti-terror-
ist branch, said: “The investi-
gation quite early led us to
have concerns about the move-
ment and activities of four
men, three of whom came
from the West Yorkshire area.
We are trying to establish
their movements in the run-
up to last week’s attack
and specifically to establish
whether they all died in the
explosions.” .

He said: “Today we execut-
ed six warrants under the
Terrorism Act at premises in
the West Yorkshire area. The-
se included the home addres-
ses of three of the four men.
We know that all four of
these arrived in London by
train on the morning of Thur-
sday, July 7.”

Clarke revealed that
closed-circuit TV footage
showed the four men at King’s
Cross Station shortly before
8.30 that morning. One of
them who had set out fr
West Yorkshire was repgffed
missing by his family tothe ca-
sualty bureau.

“We have been able to es-
tablish that he was joined on
his journey to London by
three other men,” Clarke
added.

Police have found personal

documents bearing the names
of three of the four men close |
to the sites of three of the ex-
plosions. Some of the property
of the man reported missing
was found on the bombed bus
in Tavistock Square.

The property of a second
man was found at the scene of
the Aldgate blast and of a
third’s — with his name — at
the sites of the Aldgate and
Edgware Road explosions.

“We have strong forensic |
evidence that it is very likely
that one of the men from West
Yorkshire died at the explo-

x
sion at Aldgate.” ;
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LEAKED DEFENCE MEMO OUTLINES TROOPS PUKLOUT PLAN

Brits mull Iraq exit

July 10. — Secret proposals
to pull most British troops
out of Iraq within nine
months have been drawn up
by Mr John Reid, the British
Defence Secretary.

Under the plan, the British
contingent could be reduced
from 8,500 to 3,000, with
some soldiers coming home
as soon as October, with
more returning next April.
US troop numbers could also
be more than halved over the
same period.

The suggested “military
drawdown” is set out in a
leaked memo from Mr Reid
to Mr Tony Blair. The
defence ministry confirmed
the document was genuine,
stressing that it was one of
several papers setting out
“various scenarios” affecting
the troop presence in Iraq.

Ministers have always
maintained that Allied sol-
diers won’t leave the country

14 L 2008

END OF A WAR... BEGINNING OF ANOTHER: The Queen and
members of the royal family gather at a prayer service to mark
the 60th anniversary of the end of World War Il
at Westminster Abbey n Sunday. — AFP

until Iraqi security forces are
considering capable of taking
over. But the paper discloses
that a detailed “exit strategy”
is being considered by the
defence ministry and propos-
es a possible timetable.
British troops patrol the
mainly Shi’ite south of the

country, which has been rel-
atively stable since an upris-
ing last August.

The paper, entitled ‘Op-
tions for future UK force
posture in Iraq’, says there is
a “clear UK military. aspira-
tion” to hand over to Iraqi
control the Al Muthanna and

e,

Y
\

Maysan provinces in%ctober
and the other two UK-con-
trolled provinces the follow-
ing April. “This should lead
to a reduction in the total
level of UK commitment in
Iraq to around 3,000 person-
nel, ie small scale,” it says.

The paper, marked “UK
eyes only”, says Washington
is also discussing plans to cut
its force of 176,000 to just
66,000 by early 2006. “There
is a strong US military desire
for significant force reduc-
tions to bring relief to overall
US commitment levels. Em-
erging US plans assume 14
out of 18 provinces could be
handed over to Iraqi control
by early 2006.”

But in an observation that
will embarrass Whitehall, Mr
Reid says the Americans are
divided over whether to cut
troop numbers so sharply.
The Pentagon wants a “rela-
tively bold reduction”, while
US commanders in Iraq fa-
vour a more cautious ap-
proach. — The Independent

—_—
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Madrid angle to London biast

Thousands evacuated from Birmingham city centre after bomb scare

Hasan Suroor

LONDON: The man, who allegedly
masterminded the Madrid train
bombings last year, was on Sun-
day reported to be emerging as
one of the suspects behind last
Thursday’s explosions on the
London Underground in which
at least 50 persons were killed
and hundreds injured.

He was identified as Mustafa
Setmariam Nasar, a 47-year-old
Syrian-born Spanish national,
with links to Britain. He was al-
leged to have organised Al-Qae-
da “sleeper” cells in the country
for launching a terrorist attack
to coincide with the general
elections in May.

Investigators mum

Officially, security agencies
were tight-lipped about their
line of inquiry and made clear
that they were not looking for
any specific individual, but the
British media quoted sources as
saying that Nasar was “one of
many suspects”.

The Sunday Times said that
Spanish security forces had
warned four months ago that
Nasar had “identified” Britain as
a likely target of a terrorist at-
tack. It claimed that “coded
commands” attributed to Nasar
and seized from a flat after the
Madrid bombings were thought
to have included threats to other
European countries, including
Britain.

“Spanish investigators said
Nasar, now believed to be in
Irag, had set up a “sleeper” cell
in Britain. But they believed he
was planning an attack to coinci-
de with the British general elec-
tion in May, rather than the G-8
summit last week...Nasar is at
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FEAR OVER THE CITY: Guests bide their time outside their hotel after they were evacuated following a security alert
in the city centre of Birmingham, England, on Saturday. - PHOTO; AP

the centre of a network of con-
nections uncovered by British
and Spanish police between Bri-
tain and Madrid bombings,” the
newspaper said.

Another suspect was said to
be Zeeshan Hyder Siddiqui, a 25-
year-old British national who
was arrested in Pakistan recent-

0%

Iy for his alleged Al-Qaeda links.

Amid feverish speculation as
to who might have been behind
Thursday’s carnage, the former
Metropolitan Chief John Ste-
vens ruled out the involvement
of foreign terrorists and insisted
that it was the work of British-
born extremists. He dismissed

s HINDD

as “wishful thinking” theories
suggesting that people from out-
side Britain were behind the
bombings. In his opinion, the at-
tack was “almost certainly” car-
ried out by British-born citizens
“brought up here and totally
aware of British life and values”.

Meanwhile, thousands of peo-

ple were evacuated from Bir-
mingham city centre on
Saturday night after suspicious-
looking package found on a bus
triggered a security alert.

The security level across the
country has been raised amid
warnings that terrorists could
strike again.



Police believe mastermind is in France

| Fear and fury
| stalk London

HT Correspondent
tondon, July 10

Extradition plea |

sent to Paris  \¥
©

THE HUNT for the mastermind behind the Lon-
don bombings shifted to France on Saturday af-
ter MI5 and Scotland Yard asked a “North
African” terror suspect from that country be
handed over to the British authorities. Sources
say the latest clues have led detectives to sus-
pect that a North African cell was behind the
murderous attacks.

VUAY Dutt -
London, July 10

ing every passerby the once-over.
There is less traffic on the roads
although the mayor lifted the
congestion charge for two days.
Schools are to open on Monday
but most parents want to person-
ally escort their children to
make sure school authorities

THREE DAYS have passed since
the London blasts. But the after-
shock still lingers.

A trainee solicitor has been
walking to her place of work and

A formal request for the extradition of the

“Islamic radical”, who is believed to have fled

across the channel after Thursday’s attacks, has
been filed with the concerned agency. The name

of the wanted man has not been divulged to the

media but he is believed to be high up on the list
of potential masterminds drawn up in the

hours after the blasts.

Other intelligence agencies across Europe

have also been asked for information on some
more individuals who are regarded as al-Qaida

masterminds. The

blast site in London.

belief that those
responsible for the
blasts are from the
Continent has in-
tensified. The Scot-
land Yard has
asked for help from
similar European
agencies and over
100 intelligence
men from them
were involved in a
closed door meet-
ing with Yard offi-
cials in London re-
cently.

Police sources
hinted that among
the many suspects
being sought for
questioning was a
Syrian-born
Spaniard, Mustafa
Setmarian Naser,
who was allegedly
involved in last

year’s Madrid train bombings. He was reported

e

back since the day of the attack.
It takes her over 40 minutes ei-
ther way but she does not mind,
she feels safer walking she says.
She got on to a bus for the first
time on Saturday, to visit a
friend. There were many other
passengers and she felt quite
confident. But when a bearded
man climbed into the bus carry-
ing a bag, she panicked.

The passenger next to her
turned to look at her as if to con-
firm her own suspicions. That is
the other effect of the terror at-
tack. Londoners who normally
try to avoid looking at even their
neighbours are now talking to
perfect strangers. This is a sign
of nervousness and the need for
reassurance. They will possibly
revert to their famously cold be-
haviour soon but presently they
have become warm and emotion-
al, like after the sudden death of
Princess Diana, a sense of shock
and grief having brought the
people together.

The number of people travel-
ling by buses and on the Under-
ground is rising steadily but
there is a very noticeable air of
uneasiness. Furtive looks are ex-
changed and many seem to mon-
itor all the passengers boarding
at every stop. No one seems to
enjoy burying their nose in the
paper anymore, as was the norm
on the London Underground.

Like the young solicitor, now

have taken the necessary pre-
cautions.

Fear still stalks London be-
cause there is no guarantee that
the attacks will not recur. All the
bombers are at large and, if they
are British, they may have stock-
piled bombs to use in a second
wave of attacks like it happened
in Madrid.

There is an eerie feeling as one
passes King’s Cross. Engineers
and rescue workers are still
wrestling with the heat and the
damaged tunnel to extricate bod-
ies trapped in two carriages. Wh-
en all the bodies are brought out,
the toll is expected to go up to 80.

The dead had not been named
until Saturday. Identification
has been a slow process because

- of the catastrophic nature of the

injuries. In some cases there
may be very little left of the body
to bury. The other problem is

-that the dead may include over-

seas tourists.

But pass through Brick Lane
and you will sense more fury
than fear. Most of the people in
this area are from Bangladesh. A
young woman remarked: “They
are blaming all Muslims.” Many
have a number of tales to tell
about police discrimination.
One young man asked a reporter
why al-Qaida was being blamed
thought there was no evidence
as yet to link it to the blasts. An-
other shouted that Britain wants

to have later travelled to Britain. Detectives also
want to question Zeeshan Hyder Siddiqui, 25, a
British national allegedly trained to make
bombs in al-Qaida. camps in Pakistan. He was
arrested in Pakistan last year.

In a related development, the Moroccan Mus-
lim cleric identified as a potential suspect in the
London attacks made an appearance on Al-
Jazeera TV, protesting his innocence. Mo-
hammed Al-Guerbouzi, who has been under in-
vestigation in connection with two previous at-

ar  even on streets people keep a
wary eye out and seem to be giv-

“us out. I bet Tony Blair did it so
people hate us more.”

DIY video for bombing buses Shrines attacked in backlash

FORMER MET Police chief Lord Stevens
believes the people who planted the London

People observe a minute's silence in memory of blast victims at a park near King’s Cross, London, on Saturday.

This would substantiate Lord Stevens taunts and also physical attacks”

NABANITA Sircar

tacks — the 2003 suicide bombing in Morocco
and the al-Qaida attack in Madrid last year —

declared: “I affirm that I am not in hiding or on

the run and the British police are not looking
for me because they know where I live and my
! address,” he said, with his face blacked out.

The British police believe that under a plan

drawn up by the suspected mastermind, a team
of. at least four men used commercial high ex-
plosives with sophisticated timing devices to
mount the attack. This conclusion is based on a
detailed examination of the timings of the ex-
plosions and early forensic analysis of the four
blast scenes.

-+ The search for the bombers has zeroed on a
young North African who was injured in the
blast and is believed to have come here recently
from continental Europe. Sources said there
was major interest in this man, who is thought
to be living in north London. Inquiry about him
could lead to the three other bombers. It is sus-
pected that all of them initially travelled to-
2ther before going their separate ways.

: " “Senior officials maintain that the explosion on
the bus was key to their hunt for the bombers.

bombs were almost certainly born or based
in the UK. He told a Sunday paper that sug-
gesting foreign attackers were to blame was
“wishful thinking”. Lord Stevens said it is
thought 3,000 British born or based indi-
viduals have been trained in al-Qaida
camps. The authorities believe that either
these British individuals or others they
had trained were most likely to have been
the attackers.

Not that anyone needs to go all the way to
Afghanistan to learn how to make a bomb, a
DIY video showing how to make a suicide
belt bomb for use on a crowded bus is circu-
lating among terrorist websites. The chill-
ing 26-minute tape gives a step-by-step guide
on how to pack the belt with shrapnel and
high explosive and then detonate it on board
for maximum loss of life. Not much is
known about the origin of the video but it
was possibly shot in the Palestinian territo-
ry. Some attribute the video to the Hizbollah.

The police fear that the device used to
blow up the double-decker bus may now be

the “weapon” for future attacw.

claim that there are a large number of
homegrown terrorists here. He stressed that
suggesting people of other nationalities
were responsible for the atrocities was “a
damaging illusion”. Meanwhile, it is under-
stood the UK’s threat assessment has been
returned to its highest level, after having
been lowered soon after the general election.
A leaked British official document also re-
vealed that the al-Qaida was secretly recruit-
ing affluent, middle-class Muslims in British
universities and colleges. A network of “ex-
tremist recruiters” is circulating on campus-
es targeting people with “technical and pro-
fessional qualifications”, particularly engi-
neering and IT degrees. A joint Home Office
and Foreign Office dossier - Young Muslims
and Extremism - prepared for the Prime
Minister last year, said Britain might be
harbouring thousands of al-Qaida sympa-
thisers. The confidential assessment, cover-
ing more than 100 pages of letters, papers
and other documents, forms the basis of the
government's counter-terrorism strategy,

codenamed Operation Contest.
HTC, London

AFP
Nizam Shah looks through broken -
windows at a mosque in Auckland,
New Zealand, after an attack
linked to the London bombings.

FOLLOWING THE London bla-
sts, there have been reports of
some backlash attacks. An arson
attack on a gurudwara is be-
lieved to have been triggered by

the bombings. Police are also in- -

vestigating a number of assaults
on Muslims and an attack on a
mosque. ’

A West Yorkshire police
spokesperson confirmed that
they are treating as “suspi-
cious”, a fire in a gurudwara at
Armley, Leeds. There is growing
fear among Sikhs in Britain that
they may become targets of
racist attacks. A spokesman for
the Sikh Commission on Racism
& Cohesion said: “Following
9/11, visible communities li
the Sikhs and Muslims be
immediate targets of
racism. Anyone that w,

The Hindu Forum of Britain
has also appealed that the com-
munity remain extra vigilant
and ensure security at temples.

Early on Sunday morning
fire broke out at the Wirral Is-
lamic Cultural Centre, Shah-
jalal Mosque, on Birkenhead,
Merseyside. The mosque build-
ing was empty at the time of the
attack. But one man who lives
in a flat above the mosque was
treated for smoke inhalation at
the scene.

Chief Superintendent Alan
Jones of Merseyside Police de-
scribed the attack as “senseless
and very dangerous”. He added:
“It is of great importance in the
current climate that Mersey-
side sees itself as one commu-
nity and we must be united
in our condemnation of those
that would target people
on their age, race,
gender.”




On the trail of terror
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B TUBE BLASTS WITHIN SECONDS OF FACH OTHER, SAY POLICE B 49 BODIES RECOVERED SO FAR

Mr Tony Blair meets a team of paramedics at the London Ambulance Services headquarters. PTI

ssaciated Press

LONDON, July 9.
Three bombs made of
high explosives erupted in
the London Underground
within seconds of onc
another, police said tocay,
saying closer cxamination
of technical data offered a
clearer picture of the
coordinated attacks that
killed at least 49.

The bombs went off
within seconds not
minutes - of onc anoth-
er, suggesting that they
may have becn detonated
by synchronized timers
rather than by suicide
bombers.

The explosions were so
destructive that authori-
ties haven’t been able to
identify a single body and
were depending on fin-
gerprints, dental records
and DNA analysis, detec-
tives said.

Sophisticated coordina-
tion is a hallmark of the
Al-Qaida, the ouffit sus-
pected by British officials
to have possibly been
behind the London blasts.

“A slightly different pic-
ture is emerging around
the timing of these bomb
incidents,” deputy assis-
tant commissioner Mr
Brian Paddick said at a
Metropolitan Police brief-

1 x

“The bodies are so mangled that
detectives have not been able

to identify a single one’
ing on Thursday’s bomb-
ings. “All three bombs on
the London Underground
system actually exploded
within seconds of cach
other, at &8.50 in the
morning.” The first bomb
exploded at the Aldgate
station in cast London.
Two more went off within
seconds, he said.

The bombs were com-
posed of “high explosive”

Forty-nine bodies have
been recovered from the
bombings, but were so
mangled that detectives
have not been able to iden-
tify a single body.

“It is a very harrowing
task,” a senior detective,
Mr Jim Dickie, said. “Most
of the victims have suffered
infensive trauma, and by
that T mean there are body
parts as well as torsos,” he

probably not home- added.
made material. A fourth More bodies remain
destroyed a bus near a trapped underground,
subway entrance. - police said. Recovery

Londoners observe a minute of silence to
remember the blast victims on Saturday. AFP
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crews were hampered by
heat, dust and other “dif-
ficult conditions”, deputy
commissioner Mr Andy

Trotter of British
Transport Police said.
Many of the Under-

ground tunnels are more
than 100 feet (30 metres)
beneath the surface.

Subway passengers ar-
ound the capital remained
wary on today, a day after
most of its lines reopened.
Ridership remained steady
but light. “Everyone’s look-
ing around a little Dbit
more,” said Mr William
Palmer, a student.

At King’s Cross station,
near the site of the dead-
liest of the three subway
bombings, Underground
service was  partially
restored.

Flowers and sympathy
cares piled up outside
honouring the dead — at
least 21 were killed on the
train bombed between
King’s Cross and Russell
Square stations.

“Madrid is with
London,” read one card.
Another said: “Everyone
has gone to the best place,
which is heaven.”

Sir Ian Blair, commis-
sioner of the Metropolitan
Police, said he expected the
toll to rise but doubted it
would reach triple digits.

Blair pushes
to uproot 17
the root cause

Agencies

LONDON, July 9. — British Prime Minister Mr Tony
Blair today said the underlying causes of terrorism must
be dealt with as security measures alone cannot protect
the country from atfacks.

The underlying causes of terrorism must be “pulled
up by their roots,” Mr Blair said adding “all the surveil-
lance in the world cannot stop people going on a bus to
blow up innocent people. “That is why ultimately,
although we have to take the measures necessary, the
underlying issues have to be dealt with too in terms of
trying to get rid of this dreadful perversion of the true
faith of Islam.” That meant people within the Muslim
community standing up and saying they abhorred vio-
lence which was “wholly inconsistent” with their faith,
Mr Blair added.

Bush salutes British resilience

President Bush signs the condolence book in the
British embassy in Washington. PT!

President Bush paid tribute to the British people today,
two days after deadly bombings struck London’s transit
system, and reiterated his pledge that the “cause of
freedom will prevail” against terrorists who are frying
to shake the will of the free world.

Hailing the British, survivors of the Nazi blitz, as
resilient, Mr Bush said they and Americans stood togeth-
er to defeat the “murderous ideologies” of the 20th cen-
tury and will do so again in the 21st.

Mr Bush went to the British Embassy after returning
from the G-8 summit yesterday to sign a book of con-
dolence. He noted that the bombings took place as G-8
leaders were discussing how to fight poverty and
HIV/AIDS, clean the environment and improve the lives
of the world’s people. “The contrast could not be more
vivid between the intentions and the hearts of those
who care deeply about human rights and human liber-
ty, and the evil intentions and acts of those who rejoice
in the death and suffering of the innocent,” he said.
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‘Half the bus was
in the air’

James Sturcke
inlondon

July 7. — Describing the
Russell Square blast, eye-
witness Mrs Belinda Sea-
brook said she saw an
explosion rip through the
bus as it approached the
square. “I was on the bus in
front and heard an incredi-
ble bang. I turned round
and half the double-decker
bus was in the air,” she said.

Mrs Seabrook said the
bus was travelling from
Euston to Russell Square
and was “packed” with
people turned away from
the Tube stops. '

An eyewitness in the Tavi-
stock Place area told Sky
News: “I was walking along.
There was a whole crowd of
people around the bus. The
next thing I knew I was on
the floor and shed loads of
glass were raining down.
Someone fell on me and
someone fell on him. For a
moment I thought I was
going to be trampled... I
picked myself up and every-
one was running. There was
glass everywhere... We ran
into a building and a securi-
ty guard was saying ‘get in,
get in’. Then the security
guard said ‘get out’ —
which was a bit scary.”
Asked about the possibility
of a terror attack, she said:
“I saw the bus ripped out at
the back... it couldn’t have
been anything else.”

Mr Franklin Burney, a
70-year-old  American

tourist, said: “It was the

‘Al-Qaida’
claims

o

A streen grab shows the ‘Al-
Qaida’ statement — claiming
responsibility for the attacks
~‘on an Islamist webstte —
on Thursday. — AFP

BERLIN, July 7. -~ An
outfit calling' itself the
“Secret Organisation ——
Al-Qaida in Europe” has
posted a claim of respon-
sibility for the blasts in
London, a German mag-
azine reported today.

Der Spiegel reported
that the group posted its
message on .a web. site
popular - with ' Islamic
militants, ‘which it did
not name. It said the
group claimed the explo-
sions were in retaliation
for Britain's. involve~
ment in Irag and Afgha-
nistan. “Rejoice, Islamic
nation. ‘Rejoice, Arab
world. Time has come
for vehgeance against
the  Zionist crusader
government of Britain in
response to the mas-
sacres Britain commit-
ted in Iraq and Afghan-
istan,” . the  statement
read. A photograph was
also - displayed. “The
heroic mujahideen . car-
ried out a blessed attack
in London, and now
Britain is burning with
fear and terror, from
north to south, east to
west,” it said.

The statement went
on to warn the govern-
ments of Denmark and
Italy that they would
face “the same punish-
ment” if they don’t with-
draw ‘troops from Iraq
and Afghanistan, - AP

loudest explosion I have
ever heard. I have been in
the military and I've never
heard anything like it
before. But the whole inci-
dent was screened by trees
in front of the hotel which
may be protected us from
any blast.”

Bystander Mr Raj Mat-
too, 35, was standing on a
corner . when the bus
exploded nearby. He said:
“The explosion seemed to
be at the back of the bus.
The roof flew off and went
up about 10 metres. It
then floated back down... |

shouted at the passengers -

to get off the bus. They
went into Tavistock Park
nearby. There were obvi-
ously people badly injured.
A parking attendant said
he thought a piece of
human flesh had landed
on his arm.”

The bomb near Russell
Square rocked the
Tavistock Hotel. Recep-
tionist Ms Sam Elliott
said: “People were run-
ning in, some obviously
injured. One man was
being carried by other pas-
sengers. We just did not
know what happened.”

Parking attendant Ade
Soji (35) of Dagenham,
Essex, said he had to run
for his life after the bus
exploded. “I was helping a
member of the public with
directions when the bus
stopped and the driver
asked me the name of the
street. I told him Tavistock
Square and he called me
over. Just as I was about to

Fear stalks Italy

John Phillips in Rome

July 7. — The incrcasingly
unpopular Italian military
deployment in Iraq by the
government of Mr Silvio
Berlusconi, the Prime
Minister, has left Italians
nervous since the Madrid
Al-Qaida attacks and the
London blasts could cost
the media mogul the next
year’s general election,
political sources said.

Italy has turned the page
on two decades of domes-
tic terrorism by the Left-
wing Red Brigades and
neo-Fascist gangs in the
1970s and 1980s. Although
surviving members of the
Red Brigades periodically
carry out assassinations,
they are a shadow of the
organisation that rocked
Italy in 1978.

Nervousness in Italy’s
security services about the
possible impact of Mr
Berlusconi’s subservience
to US policies was evident
at the 2001 G-8 summit in
Genoa where elaborate
anti-aircraft defences were
mounted but the only vio-
lence was between police
and  aniti-globalisation
demonstrators.

Since September 11,
Italian police have round-
ed up scores of north
Africans and Arabs sus-
pected to be Al-Qaida
sympathisers and there is
evidence that Naples,
Milan and other cities
have been used as transit
points for Osama bin-
Laden’s supporters.

The deaths of 17 Italian
soldiers in a suicide truck
bomb attack on their Iraqi
barracks at Nasariyah last
year and a series of
hostage crises culminating
in the death of Nicola
Calipari, an  Italian
Intelligence agent shot by
US troops after releasing
journalist Giuliana Sgrena
from captivity in Baghdad,
heightened public opposi-
tion to the deployment of
Italian forces in Iraq.

So did the disclosure by
Italian magistrates last
month that the CIA had
kidnapped an Islamic cler-
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‘All this teaches you,
appreciate your life’

Tim Moynihan at Aldgate East Station
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AUOTD LONDON
AREA CLOSED

July 7. — A man today told of passengers’ terror when
their underground train ground to a halt after an appar-
ent explosion in London.

Arash Kazerouni (22) said: “There was a loud bang
and the train ground to a halt. People started panicking,
screaming and crying as smoke came into the carriage. A
man told everyone to be calm and we were led to safety
along the track.”

Mr Kazerouni, from Edmonton. North London, who
works for Barnet Council, was heading from Liverpool
Street to Cannon Street for a job interview in [T support.
He said: “Everyone was terrified when it happened. When
they led us to safety. 1 went past the carringe where I think
the explosion was. It was the second one from the front.
The metal was all blown outwards and there were people
inside being helped by paramedics. “One e was being
tended outside... His clothes were tom oty and ie was pret-
ty badly burned. This whole thing teuches you, appreciate
your life, you don’t know whats round the corner.” Police
sealed off several streets around Aldgate and told people
to stand back as ambulances were bringing out casualties.

Sarah Reid (23), a student doing work experience. was
on the carriage next door to the one which was struck by
the explosion. Speaking after the ordeal, having been led
out down the track, near Liverpool Street station, she
told how she saw a carriage ripped apart with the roof
" blown off. “I think some people may have died,” she said.
The blast had pulled some people’s clothes off. She
added: “I was on the train and there was a fire outside
the carriage window and then there was a sudden jolt
which shook us forward. The explosion was behind me.
Some people took charge. We went out of the back of the
carriage.” She said the explosion huppencd at 8.50 a.m.
but she was not able to get off the carriage until 9.30 a.m.

Miss Reid said an announcement came on but cut off
after saying: “Hello”. “There was really hard banging
from the carriage next door to us.” she said. describing
events immediately after the blast. “That was where it

On the M1 motorway soon after the blasts. — AFP

go, I heard the bus
explode. In another sec-
ond I would have been
dead. I had to run for my
life. T looked back and saw
the roof flying over.”

It was then that he
noticed his colleague,
Pedro Da Silva, holding

of it was all off.” Witnesses
to the bus explosion told
BBC Radio 5 Live that the
bomb was probably on the
top deck of the bus.
“There were at least one
or two fatalities laid out on
the pavement. It was a
bomb on the top deck of

the head and he can’t get
up.” Mr Soji’s uniform was
covered in blood. He said:
“1 think this is blood from
the passengers. I can’t
believe what has happened.
Surely when you are work-
ing in central London you
should be safe.”

in stationary traffic. He
said: “There were police
everywhere, the roads were
all gridlocked, nobody
could move. I had to turn
my car off at one point.”
He turned off down a side
street and ahead of him
saw a bus explode. “It was

his head and in pain. He
took him to the Tavistock
Hotel where he was being
treated on the floor of the
bar by a paramedic.

Mr Soji said: “I think a
piece of metal hit him on

Mr Tony Blair at Gleneagl

From protecting premiers
fo protecting people

LONDON, July 7. — Metropolitan Police officers in Scotland
for the G-8 summit are to be urgently redeployed to London
following today’s terror attacks on the capital, it was confirmed
today. The officer in charge of G-8 policing during this week's
gathering of world leaders at Gleneagles said many of the
1,500 Met officers north of the border would be sent back

south. Chief constable Mr Peter

who is also head of the Association of Chief Police Officers in
Scotland, said: “The support and professionalism of our
colleagues from England and Wales have been a major factor

in the successful policing of this

for us is to make sure we now meet their needs and re-deploy
officers as quickly as possible in order to deal with this crisis.”
He said it was likely that the 1,500 officers in Scotland from

the Met — which has a force of

going back to London. A special force of 12,000 officers has
been created from across Scotiand, England and Wales to

police the G-8 north of :he bord

would stilt have enough manpower to cope with trouble.
— Jude Sheerin/The Independent

ic, Abu Omar, in Milan
and flew him to Egypt
where he was reportedly
tortured.

Mr Berlusconi's govern-
ment denies that it had
authorised the CIA the
“extreme rendition” of
Abu Omar but public
opinion is sceptical about
the whole episode and the
Italian government’s role

PARTNERS IN WAR ON TERROR: Mr Silvio Berlusconi and

Taxi driver Mr Michael
Michael (48) from Cock-
fosters in north London,
was due to pick up a fare
from University College
Hospital at 9.30 a.m. He
was- opposite the hospital

les on Thursday. — AFP

Wilson, of Fife Constabulary,

summit. The absolute priority

30,000 officers — would be

er. Mr Wilson insisted he

in it. Concern that Italy
may be the next target
after London could make
Mr Berlusconi’s policies
more unpopular though
the wily Italian leader
doubtless will seek to play
up his official friendship
with Mr Tony Blair and the
deep-seated Italian sym-
pathy for Britain and all
things English.

in a bus... bam... the top of
the bus just ripped up. I
heard the sound, and 1
could see the bus from a
distance. The roof went up.
You could see a big impres-
sion in the roof and the rest

the bus,” said one man.
Another witness added:
“Suddenly there was this
thud. People on the bus
said there had been an
explosion behind us.”
— The Independent

Egyptian
envoy
killed

Assoqiated Press

CAIRO, July 7. — Al-
Qaida in Iraq said in a web
posting today that it has
killed Egypt’s top envoy in
Iraq, posting a video of the
blindfolded diplomat who
is seen to be identifying
himself.

“We announce in the
name of the Al-Qaida in
Iraq that the verdict of
God against the ambas-
sador of the infidels, the
ambassador of Egypt, has
been carried out. Thank
God,” a written statement
in the web posting said.

The video does not show
the envoy, Mr Thab al-
Sherif, being killed.

Al-Qaida in Iraq, head-
ed by Jordanian militant
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi,
said yesterday that it had
sentenced Al-Sherif to
death as an “apostate” for
his country’s support of the
USA and the new Iraqi
government. The group
had previously beheaded
several foreign hostages,
including three Americans.

Mr Al-Sherif, who was
sent to Baghdad in early
June, was abducted from a
Baghdad street last Satur-
day. The video shows a man
who appears to be the
diplomat, blindfolded and
wearing a polo shirt. He
identifes himelf as Mr Al-
Sherif, says he is the head
of the interests section in
Iraq and gives his address.
He then says he previously
worked in Israel, where Mr
Al-Sherif was part of the
Egyptian embassy.

The claim’s authenticity
could not be immediately
confirmed. Egyptian offi-
cials could not be immedi-
ately reached.

The statement said Al-
Qaida had hoped to kid-
nap more ambassadors.
“The reason we delayed
the announcement of cap-
turing him was to be able
to capture as many ambas-
sadors as we can,” it said.

Khin Nyunt

faces trial

YANGON, July 7. — The
Prime Minister ousted by
Myanmar iast year and '
accused of corruption, Khin Nyunt, has been
moved from house arrest to Yangon's
notorious Insein prison and will face trial soon,
sources in the prison department said on
Thursday. The exact date of trial and the
charges are not known as yet. The military
leaders here last October ousted Khin Nyunt,
also a former military intelligence chief, in a
move seen as cementing the power of hard-
liners who are less willing to reach an
accommodation with pro-democracy leader
Aung San Suu Kyi. — AP

Karadzic son detained

PALE (Bosnia-Herzegovina), July 7. — The
son of wanted war crimes suspect Radovan
Karadzic was detained today, NATO said.
Aleksandar Sasa Karadzic was taken into
custody from his home in Pale, a one-time
stronghold of his fugitive father about 16 km
east of Sarajevo. A statement said Karadzic's
son has been transferred to “a safe location”
and his detention occurred without incident.
Aleksandar Karadzic is suspected of
rendering support to an indicted war criminal
and may have some information vital for
locating the indicted war criminals or
identifying their supporters. A UN war crimes
tribunal has indicted former Bosnian Serb -
leader Radovan Karadzic and his military
commander, Ratko Miadic, for genocide and’
war crimes, including a 1995 massacre. These
two are the tribunal’s most wanted fugitives.
Karadzic is presumed to be in hiding in the
Serb-held part of Bosnia, while Mladic is
believed to be in Serbia. — AP

Gun & bear it

ROME, July 7. — Italian Parliament has given
initial approval to a contested Bill which was
passed in the ltalian Senate yesterday. It now
goes to the lower House for its final approval.
The measure would represent an exception to
a current law ruling that self-defence must be
proportionate to the threat. — AP

NYT reporter jailed

WASHINGTON, July 7. — A US judge has
sent New York Times reporter Judith Miller to
jail after shie refused to disclose the name of
her confidential source 1o a grand jury probing
the leak of a CIA operative’s name. The grand
jury’s investigation seeks to determine
whether senior Bush administration officials
broke the law by knowingly leaking the name
of a covert CIA operative, Valerie Plame, to
the media in 2003 as retaliation for an opinion
piece written by her diplomat husband. — PTI

Chocolate shocks

SYDNEY, July 7. — Master Foods, the
company that makes the Mars and Snickers
bars in Australia, ordered the withdrawal of
both brands last week after receiving a letter
claiming that seven contaminated bars had

RLD

happened,” she added.

She said there was a fire which she had seen initially
outside the window of her carriage. Describing being
led away from the scene, she said: “A carriage was split
in two, all jagged, and without a roof. just open. I saw
bodies, I think.”

-— The Independent

been piaced on shelves
in Sydney. The company’s
president, Andy Weston-
«Webb, said “no proper
“‘connection” had been
£ made between the
chocolates and the
reported illnesses, which included stomach
aches, diarrthoea and headaches. -— AP

Rice skips S-E Asian meet

WASHINGTON, July 7 — US Secretary of
State Ms Condoleeza Rice will not attend a
key Southeast Asian meeting this month,
officials said amid warnings that the move
could be viewed as a slight by the region’s
leaders. Rice had told Association of
Southeast Asian Nations foreign ministers that
she could not make it to the Asean ministerial
meeting in the Laotian capital Vientiane in late
July due to a clash of schedules, regional
diplomats said. reforms in military-ruled
Myanmar. — AFP

‘N Korea wants to talk’

SEOUL, July 7. — Nuclear disarmament
negotiations with North Korea could resume if
other countries in the talks stopped provoking
the communist nation,Unification minister
Chung Dong-Young was quoted as saying by
South Korea’s Yonhap news agency. South
Korean President Roh Moo-hyun said
“although it is taking a long time and entails
many difficulties, we have not once given up.”
hope that it will be resolved,” But he stressed
neither country would risk a rupture of the
talks. “Under no circumstance will North Korea
choose nuclear weapons, and under no
circumstance will the USA choose military
force,” Roh said. — AP

Gyanendra’s birthday

KATHMANDVU, July 7. — Birthday celebrations
of Nepal monarch King Gyanendra brought to
light the divisions between the government,
the Opposition parties and the Maoist
insurgents. Although celebrations were on in
full swing, Communist guerrillas continued
their offensive against security forces. The
vehicle of a team of armed policemen hit a
mine at Parbatipur village in Nepalgun;j in
midwestern Nepal today. Four securitymen
were injured. — SNS

POWER SHOW: Chinese coast guard ships
participate in a sea rescue practice on Thursday
off the port of Shanghai. China and Hong Kong
held joint emergency response exercises on
Thursday. Taiwan too conducted military
exercises on the day. — AFP



across Europe

RS N
# Markets collapse

Hindian call centres to
L.ondoners’ aid

# Tales of terror on a
traumatic Thursday

See pages 2,3,4 &5 LC

v

*No recurring expenditure.

crehing

e ——— L]
Onineiron  *CORENI
removal aystem, uninterrupted supply. B
*Romoves Iron & *Protects Washing :,
Tusbidfy instantly.  machine & cooler. ;
*Can be Instailed »Capagcity:

afterthe overhead  Available-100 Litres

{ank or after axistl
waler pump. g perhour & above.

Zeollleoogndln) Pvt. Lid.
An ISO 1 Company

34477, N.S.C. Bose , Kol-47 {
Ph. : 2471 3844/2481 1220 {
:033-24710943

KOLKATA . NEW DELHI - SILIGURI - BHUBANESWAR
Friday 8 July 2005

LONDON, July 7. — A series of explosiony ripped

here has been a

series of
terrorist attacks in
London. ltis
important that those
engaged in
terrorism realise our
determination to
defend our values
and our British way
of life is greater
than their
determination to
cause death and
destruction in a
desire to impose
extremism on the
world. It is
particularly barbaric
that this has |
happened on a day
when (G-8) leaders
are meeting to help
defeat poverty... the

summit will
continue. We are

resolved to defeat
terrorism. We know
that these people
act in the name of
Islam but we also
know that the vast
majority of Muslims
are decent, law-
abiding people who
abhor terrorism as
much as we do.
They are trying to
use the slaughter of
innocent people to
cow us but they will
not succeed.

Tony Blair

Rejoice, Islamic
nation. Rejoice,
Arab world. The time
has come for
vengeance against
the Zionist crusader
government of
Britain in response
to the massacres
Britain committed in
Iraq & Afghanistan.
Secret Organisation
of Al-Qaida in
Europe

ar on Terror will

continue... till
the ideology of hate
is overcome. They
have evil in their
hearts.

- George W Bush
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through the British capital’s two most famous 3

today — the London Underground and a red-coloured
double-decker bus — in a series of terrorist strikes during
morning rush hour that left at least 37 dead, over 700
injured and London crippled. The last time Londoners
were subject to a coordinated bomb blitz of this nature
- though not of the same magnitude - from an enemy
was during Hitler’s blitzkrieg during World War I1.
Hours after the blasts there was still no official death
toll but survivors reported seeing piles of bodies.
Police specified no claims of responsibility for the
attacks, that took place just a day after an overjoyed city
had celebrated its successful bid to hold the 2012
Olympics and in the midst of the Group of Eight lead-
ers’ summit British Prime Minister Mr Tony Blair is
hosting in Scotland. But an Arabic-language website
said a group calling itself Secret Organisation of Al-
Qaida in Europe had posted a claim on an Islamic web-
site. It said the explosions were in retaliation for
Britain’s involvement in Iraq and Afghanistan and
warned two other “crusader” European countries —
Italy and Denmark — that had troops in Iraq of similar
strikcs. “Heroic mujahideen carried out a sacred attack
in London, and here is Britain burning in fear, terror,
and fright,” the statement, that could not be authenti-
cated, added. British foreign secretary Mr Jack Straw
said: “The attack has all the hallmarks of an Al-Qaida
operation.”

The whole of Europe was in a state of alert and the
explosions sent stocks plummeting across the continent.
Transportation systems in major American cities also
were ordered to be vigilant.

Bloodied victims fleeing from debris-strewn blast sites
were the enduring images of London on Thursday.
Streets echoed with sirens and the entire bus and under-
ground transport network was shut down. A visibly
shaken Mr Blair declared London had suffered “a series
of terrorist attacks” clearly timed to coincide with the G-
8 summit. Mr Blair was flanked by G-8 leaders as he
read a statement before heading to the capital. (Late
tonight, he rejoined G-8 leaders in Scotland.)

“Those responsible have no respect for human life,”
he said. “It is not an attack on one nation but on all
nations and on civilised people everywhere.”

Explosions hit the London Underground on a train
between Aldgate East and Liverpool Street, another
between Russell Square and King’s Cross, and a third at
Edgware Road Station. A double-decker bus packed
with commuters exploded near Russell Square — its
mangled wreckage, the roof ripped off, could be seen
near the British Museum.

Seven people died in the first blast in a tunnel 100
yards from Liverpool Street Station, 21 died in the blast
at King's Cross/Russell Square and five died at Edgware
Road Station in an explosion involving three trains.
There were at least two deaths in the bus blast at Upper
Woburn Square, the BBC reported. It is not yet clear
where the two other confirmed fatalities occurred. No
warnings were given as the train blasts went off within 18
minutes of each other starting at 8.51 a.m. The explo-
sion that ripped apart the double-decker bus was report-
ed at 9.47 a.m.

A police spokesperson told a news conference that
they didn’t know “if (the blasts) were carried out by sui-
cide bombers or packages left in the Underground or on
the bus”. There is no indication that these were anything
other than conventional explosives, he added, and said
no arrests had been made. “We are concerned that this
is a coordinated attack. We are aware that one of the
sites does contain indications of explosives,”
Mectropolitan Police Commissioner Sir Ian Blair said.
He told residents “not to call the emergency services
unless it is a life-threatening matter” indicating the scale
of the rescue and relief operations underway.

The explosions were initially blamed on a power fault
but it soon became clear that it was a coordinated ter-
rorist attack on London. The G-8 gathering had
prompted fears of a terrorist spectacular. The scale of
the explosions and the disruption it has caused in
London’s transport network is bound to provoke com-
parisons with Al-Qaida attacks on the Madrid railway
network. Home Sccretary Mr Charles Clarke said:
“Policc arc in operational command and dealing with
the situation in accordance with well-cstablished proce-
dures. Health services are in support to deal with the
terrible injuries that there have been. Underground ser-
vices have been suspended and we advise people not to
make unnecessary journeys in London at this stage.”

Describing the bus explosion, eyewitness Mrs Belinda
Seabrook said: “I was on the bus in front and heard an
incredible bang, I turned round and half the double-
decker bus was in the air.” Mrs Seabrook said the bus
was travelling from Euston to Russell Square and had
been “packed” with people turned away from Tube
(Underground) stops. Survivors of the Tube blasts
described scenes of total chaos. Mr Simon Corvett, 26,
from Oxford, was on the eastbound train leaving
Edgware Road station when the explosion occurred. He
said: “All of a sudden there was this massive bang. It was
absolutely deafening and all the windows shattered.” He
added: “The train came to a grinding halt, everyone fell
off their seats. There were just loads of people scream-
ing and the carriages filled with smoke. You couldn’t
really breathe and you couldn’t see what was happen-
ing.” Mr Corvett joined other passengers to force open
the train doors with a fire extinguisher. He said the car-
riage on the other track was destroyed.

London mayor Mr Ken Livingstone, in Singapore for
London’s successful Olympic bid, termed the blasts
“mass murder carried out by terrorists bent on indis-
criminate slaughter”. “This was not a terrorist attack
against the mighty or the powerful, it was not aimed at
presidents or prime ministers, it was aimed at ordinary
working-class Londoners.”

Mr Simon Tonkyn, who had been travelling from Padd-
ington Station to Aldgate, summed up Thursday’s trauma:
“There was an enormous bang, a lot of smoke... I smashed
through the carriage door to get out. Now I’m just numb.”

FACE OF TERROR: A wounded woman with a makeshift gas mask across her face being led to safety. — PTI
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By Rashmee Roshan Lal\TNN

London: Britain signalled a move
towards an Australian-style zero-
tolerance policy towards immi-
grant workers, both legal and ille-
gal, with a new law that could fine
employers 2,000 pounds every time
they hire an illegal alien; finger-
print all visa applicants in three
years time; fine over-stayers and
create a points system to govern
entry for skilled, non-European
English-speakers from countries
like India.

The Immigration, Asylum and
Nationality Bill unveiled on
Wednesday in British parliament
is said to be partly geared towards
preventing illegal immigration
travesties such as the headline-
making news of 2000 when 11 Indi-
an stonemasons were found work-
ing on a temple in west London for
as little as 30p an hour, which is
less than one-tenth of the mini-
mum wage.

Immigration campaigners said
the sting in the tail of policy
changes was its determination to
prevent appeals from refused visa
applicants applying to work and
study here.

The British government insists
that the introduction of an Aus-
tralian-style points system for
skilled future migrants would help
workers from outside the Euro-

g

pean Union to make a case for
seamless entry.

Under the scheme, Britain’s
work permit system will give way
to a points method by which a non-
EU migrant will bump up his
points tally the more skills he or
she has. On Wednesday afternoon,
Prime Minister Tony Blair said the
new immigration bill would make
for the “right balance for today’s
world allowing us to have the mi-
grants we need but also the robust
rules that prevent abuse of the sys-
tem.”

British home secretary Charles
Clarke said that “The route to set-
tlement is through skilled labour.
the more skilled you are, the more
likely you are to be able to stay.”

The changes to immigration pol-
icy also envisage the creation of an
e-border that dovetails with that of
the USA. It will mean information-
sharing on potential immigrants
by the border authorities of West-
ern countries.
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BLAIR GOVT PLANS CONTROVERSIAL LEGISLATION

Bid to bg

Nigel Morris in London

June 9. — Satanists, witches and cult
members in Britain will be protected
by a controversial new law banning
incitement to religious hatred.

The legislation, which has twice
been abandoned by the British gov-
ernment in the face of stiff opposition
from Opposition parties, writers and
comedians who argue it threatens
free speech, is designed to protect
Muslims from extreme prejudice.

But as it launched a fresh attempt
to drive the law on to the statute
book, the government said the pro-
posed law would carry a wide-rang-
ing definition of religion. Officials
confirmed it could include satanists,
pagans and religious sects.

The Racial and Religious Hatred
Bill will also cover people defined by
their lack of faith, such as atheists and
humanists. Only one or two prosecu-
tions a year are expected under the
law, which will carry a maximum jail
sentence of seven years, but ministers
argue it will send out a powerful mes-
sage that whipping up racial hatred
would not be tolerated.

Mr Paul Goggins, the home minis-

r rel

Actor Rowan Atkinson has led a coalition of
performers, academics and politicians who
oppose the law, arguing it will inhibit
discussion of religion and could
criminalise satire.

ter, insisted that riots might not have
broken out in northern towns such
as Oldham and Bradford in 2001
had such legislation been in place.
He said the new criminal offence
would be very tightly drawn and
would not outlaw comedians’ jokes,
criticism of religion or provocative
commentary on religion. “People
will say offensive things, people will
put on offensive plays and there may
be literature that causes offence. But
the test is: ‘Does this incite hatred in
another person?”” Mr Goggins

ous hatred

added: “This will be a line in the
sand which indicates to people a line
beyond which they cannot go.
People of all backgrounds and faiths
have a right to live free from hatred,
racism and extremism.”

The proposed measure covers com-
ments made in speeches and other
public appearances, media interviews
and articles. It puts Muslims on the
same footing as Jews and Sikhs, who
are covered by race hate legislation.

The government had to give up its
first attempt to bring in laws against
religious hatred in 2002 because of
fierce opposition in the Lords. A
second effort was abandoned this
week when time ran out before the
general election.

The legislation has been backed by
the Muslim Council of Britain and
police chiefs. However, Salman
Rushdie has complained that the
measure would “sacrifice freedom of
speech in order to placate Muslim
voters”, while Rowan Atkinson, the
comedian, has denounced the legisla-
tion for being far too widely-drawn.

Actor and writer Stephen Fry said
the Bill was “rather shaming” and
“an embarrassment to the statute
book”. — The Independent
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Britain to shelve vote
on EU constitution

JEREMY LOVELL k@
LONDON, JuNEs | N
RITAIN will suspend
legislation on Monday
to set up a referendum
on the new European
Union constitution, already over-
whelmingly rejected by voters in
France and the Netherlands.

The move is a step short of pub-
licly declaring the constitution dead,
an act for which no EU government
wants to take the lead for fear of be-
ingblamed for its demise.

Foreign Secretary Jack Straw
will tell parliament at 1430 GMT
that legislation to enable a referen-
dum will be frozen for now because
of the uncertainty about the consti-
tution’s future.

“It doesn’t make sense to pro-
ceed at this point,” Prime Minister
‘Tony Blair’s spokesman told re-
porters. “That does not mean we
are withdrawing the option.”

London does not want to call
the charter dead unilaterally before
it takes the presidency of the blocin
July. It insists any decisions should
wait for the EU summit on June 16
marking the end of Luxembourg’s
presidency but officials say Blair
sees no prospect now of winning
support from Britons for the char-
ter. “There is an issue to be dis-
cussed at the European Council,”
Blair’s spokesman said. “Europe as
awhole needs to think of the issues
behind these votes.”

Political analysts say Netherlands

An antl-EU constltution banner outside Downing Street In London on
Monday. Reuters

and France have sounded the death
knell for a charter that advocates ar-
gue is vital to streamline the 25-nation
bloc’s cumbersome bureaucracy but

which opponents saywould handtoo

much power to Brussels.
‘When Blair announced his ref-

. erendum plan late last year, it was

clear the intention was to hold it in
the first few months of 2006.

French President Jacques
Chirac and German Chancellor
Gerhard Schroeder called for ratifi-
cation to proceed after they held an
emergency meeting in Berlin on
Saturday. And Poland called on
Britain on Monday to keep alive the
ratification process by not shelving
referendum plans.

Deputy Foreign Minister Jan

Truszezynski said that even though
the constitution was “politically
dead”, the process of its ratifica-
tion must continue.

“If the British hit the proverbial
nail into the coffin of the constitution
bysaying they are backing out of a ref-
erendum, then there is a question
about what would happen with ratifi-
cation in other countries,” he told pri-
vate radio TOK FM. Britain’s voice
is especially important, he said,
since it will take over the EUs rotat-
ing presidency in July.

Ten EU countries, accounting
for about half the bloc’s population,
have approved the constitution but
the rejections by French and Dutch
voters have raised doubts about
whether it remains viable. —Reuters
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Britain puts off vote
on EU constituti

F\ s \\,I\7

BRITAIN ANNOUNCED on Monday
that it was shelving plans for a ref-
erendum on the EU constitution un-
til its fate became clearer, driving
another stake into the heart of the
beleaguered treaty.

The move comes despite pleas by
London's EU partners, notably
France and Germany, to hold off, ar-
guing it would bury the bloc's grand
integration project after French and
Dutch referendums last week which
rejected the treaty. An official said
the move was to allow Britain time
to reflect on the fallout from those
twin rejections. "There is a need for
a debate and obviously a need for
certain European leaders to get to-

tondon, june 6

gether and talk about how we're go-
ing to take this forward,” he said.

Blair's official spokesman told re-
porters earlier that Blair was "not
running away” from a referendum
but it "does not make sense” to press
ahead regardless of the "no" votes.

"If there is a constitution to vote on
there will be a referendum in this
country,” he said. With analysts and
some EU countries already saying
the treaty is virtually dead in the wa-
ter, putting plans for a referendum in
Britain on the ice is seen as tanta-
mount to signing its death certificate.

Polls here show a majority
against the treaty, which is aimed at
streamlining and harmonising how
the EU is structured and run.

AFP

Q7 vy e

.
T



Blair unveils
agenda for
Pel‘i|ous . yki
third term

London, May 17

e\

Y

PRIME MINISTER Tony Blair
unveiled a packed agenda on
Tuesday for what should be his
most challenging parliamentary
session yet after British voters,
many angry over the Iraq war,
slashed his majority this month.

The programme for Blair’s
third term — featuring con-
tentious policies ranging from
identity cards to new immigra-
tion controls — could mark his
last chance to secure a lasting
legacy before stepping down. But
his fate lies in the hands of
Labour party rebels.

Defeat on key bills could fatally
undermine the power of a leader
who already risks becoming a
lame duck after he said he would
not stand at the next election.

“My government will build on
its programme of reform and ac-
celerate modernisation of the
public services to promote op-
portunity and fairness,” Queen
Elizabeth said in a ceremony in
parliament’s opulent House of
Lords, raising the curtain on a
historic third straight term for
the centre-left Labour party.

Eager to show he has not run
out of ideas, Blair’s agenda con-
tains 45 bills and five draft bills
for a long, 18-month session.
Blair has said he wants to serve |
a full term of four to five years
but many analysts say he could
be gone by the end of 2006. His
ability to pass legislation with
his majority cut to 67 from a
huge 161 will define his final
years in office.

Plans to introduce compulso-
ry identity cards, aimed at stop-
ping abuse of free public servic-
es and fighting terrorism, could
face a rough ride from Labour
left-wingers. Controversial poli-
cies on education and anti-ter-
rorism only scraped through in
the last parliament.

This time round, a hard core
of 30-40 rebels, many of whom
blame Blair and Iraq for
Labour’s looser grip on parlia-
ment, are spoiling for a fight and
want to force a swift handover to
finance minister Gordon Brown.

The government hopes a slim
majority will tame rebels.

Reuters
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air’s heir apparen

As long as the British economy doesn’t go into recession, the prospects
of Finance Minister Gordon Brown as Tony Blair’s heir apparent look
good. But it may not do to leave things too long.

William Keegan

ORDON BROWN, the British Chancel-

lor of the Exchequer (Finance Minis-
ter), has often joked that “there are two
kinds of chancellor: those who fail, and those
who get out in time.”

He will have had in mind not only his
Labour predecessors, such as James Call-
aghan in 1964-67, and Denis Healey (1974-
79), both of whom faced serious currency
crises that tarnished their period in office.
There was also the more recent example of
Nigel Lawson, Chancellor under Margaret
Thatcher from 1983 to 1989, who was for a
while feted as having performed “an eco-
nomic miracle” but whose “boom” turned to
“bust” and who saw his reputation badly
scarred.

Mr. Brown has been Chancellor of the
Exchequer since May 1997, and is already in
the record books as the longest-serving Brit-
ish Finance Minister since Nicholas Vansit-
tart (1812-23). He too has been widely feted
for presiding over happy years of reasonable
economic growth, high employment and low
inflation.

Enviable record

His record and reputation made an essen-
tial contribution to the Labour Party’s elec-
tion victory last week. Indeed, so important
was Mr. Brown considered to be that he had
to be brought back to the centre of the cam-
paign after Tony Blair had sidelined him and
tried to go it alone. The early part of the
Labour campaign was disastrous, but picked
up as sgon as Mr. Brown was invited back to
support the Prime Minister.

What both the campaign and the election
itself showed only too clearly was that Mr.
Blair had been badly tarnished by joining
George W. Bush in the invasion of Iraq, and
there were many voters for whom the elec-
tion became a referendum on Mr. Blair
himself.

When calling the Chancellor back, Mr.
Blair assured him that, contrary to his origi-
nal intention, he would not move Mr. Brown
from the Treasury to the Foreign Office after
a victorious election. Mr, Brown would not
have been prepared to move, because, as the
country knows to its cost, Mr. Blair has been
his own foreign secretary, with disastrous
consequences. Moreover the Blair camp had
widely advertised the plan as a demotion and
an intended insult to Mr. Brown.

So here we are, with Mr. Blair re-elected
with a much-reduced majority, and very di-
minished authority. Indeed, the scene in the
corridors of power is quite remarkable, with
most people believing Mr. Blair’s prime min-
isterial days are numbered, and the courtiers
already behaving as though the man with the
real power is Mr. Brown.

Some commentators are saying that Mr.
Brown, who has been agitating for years to
“take over” the premiership, might not wish

12 MAY 2088

THE BIG TWO: Britain’s Prime Minister Tony Blair and Chancellor of the Exchequer Gordon Brown on the last day
of campaigning for the election Labour won by a much-reduced margin. - PHOTO: AFP

to do so before a referendum on the Europe-
an Treaty, expected next year. But if Mr.
Brown really wants to wait so long, one must
begin to wonder whether, as a number of
sceptics believe, he is ever going to get that
much-coveted job.

He ought already to have learned how
reputations can change. After all, he was the
leading contender to succeed the Labour
leader John Smith in the early 1990s, but at
the time of Smith’s untimely death, Mr. Blair
had pulled ahead in the popularity stakes.
There are undoubtedly those who ask
whether Mr. Brown, for all his ambition,
really has the killer instinct.

Now, after such a successful period for the
economy, the big question is whether, if Mr.
Blair is not forced out sooner rather than
later, something might go wrong on the eco-
nomic front and Mr. Brown’s reputation
might suffer. For there can be little doubt

YTTE‘ .3 Y.

that Mr. Brown would be elected leader by
the Labour Party if the vacancy arose soon.

As one who has covered the U K. econom-
ic scene for many years, I wonder how long
the good news can continue.

History suggests that it cannot go on like
this, and certainly there has been a sharp
slowdown in the growth of consumer spend-
ing as people’s incomes have been hit by
higher taxes and interest rates, and the im-
pact of the end of the house-price boom on
their sense of well-being.

Moreover the news seems to get gloomier
and gloomier from the eurozone, which is by
far the U.K.’s biggest export market.

Economic scene

Nevertheless, the news from the Bank of
England has been far from discouraging
from Mr. Brown’s point of view. At his quar-
terly press conference on the bank’s infla-

tion report, Governor Mervyn King painted
a remarkably sanguine view of the outlook
for the economy over the next year or so. As
usual, Mr. King emphasised that the outlook

was full of uncertainties, and he certainly .,

did not expect the growth of consumer
spending to recover to the hectic pace of
recent years.

But he saw a recovery, and seemed less
concerned about the so-called “black holes”
in the government finances than many out-
side commentators. In the past, recessions
in the UK. have usually been caused by
panic measures aimed at curbing an acceler-
ation in inflation. The Bank does not seem to
be worried, although it is careful to point to
the usual caveats.

So Mr. Brown’s luck may stay with him.
But, personally, in his shoes I should like to
move on as soon as possible. — ©Guardian
Newspapers Limited 2005
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London, May 9 (Reuters):
British Prime Minister Tony
Blair today rejected calls tore-
sign as he reshuffled the min-
isterial pack after last week’s
election sharply weakened his
Labour government.

Blair won an unprecedent-
ed straight third term for the
centre-left Labour party last
week, but voters whose trust
in him was damaged by Iraq
more than halved his majority.

Britain’s political debate
{oday was dominated by one
question: when will he quit?

“The whole story of the
government is going to be
‘when is he going,’ ” said
Labour parliamentarian Clare
Short, a frequent thorn in
Blair's side who resigned from
the Cabinet over Iraq.

“There’s a real danger the
government locks divided,
doesn’t renew itself, we lose
seats in local government elec-
tions and so on, and get weak-
er and weaker,” she told BBC
radio.

Blair announced last year

Cherie Blair at Downing
Street on Monday. (Reuters)

he would serve a full third
term of four to five years but
then would not stand again —

amove that risks turning him
into a lame duck, analysts say.
His parliamentary majority
fell at Thursday’s vote to 67
from 161.

Forecasts for his departure
range from months to two
years. Finance minister Gor-
don Brown is Labour’s heir ap-
parent.

As Blair prepared to an-
nounce appointments of jun-
ior ministers to complete a
reshuffle of his government,
newspapers were full of specu-

lation. The Sun tabloid even

published a cut-out “fun resig-
nation sweepstake”. A poll in
the right-leaning Daily Tele-
graph indicated 46 per cent of
voters wanted Blair out by this
time next year.

Some critics want Blair to
go by September, when Labour
holds its annual conference.
Labour parliamentarian John
Austin said he would stand for
the leadership at the confer-
ence with the aim of paving
the way for a more serious
contender.

Others say Blair should
quit around the 2006 Septem-
ber conference, allowing him

. shuffles cabmet

to bow out gracefully after
Britain completes its presi-
dency of the Group of Eight
rich nations and the European
Union this year.

But Blair shows no sign of
wanting to give up: “I have not
just gone through four weeks
of Hell to bugger off in a few
months’ time,” he was quoted
by media as telling confidants.

Many political pundits see
Britain’s referendum on the
EU constitution, planned for
2006, as the moment of truth.
~ Presuming France approv-
es the treaty on May 29 and Br-
itain’s vote goes ahead, Blair
will face a battle to convince
sceptical Britons to back the
project. Defeat could force him
out. But Blair loyalists expr-
essed dismay that a man who
has seen off four leaders of the
main oppesition Conservative
party since 1997 should be
hounded out of office.

Blair could face a rough
ride when he addresses new
and old Labour members of
parliament on Wednesday be-
fore presenting his new leg-
islative slate to parliament on
May 17.
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Iraq war
serious d

on Labour Party

inflicts
amage

Anti-invasion Liberal Democrats

receive an electoral boost

'BRTE

LONDON: The /ng\war inflicted
serious damage on the Labour
Party in Britain’s general elec-
tion as Muslim voters ousted a
loyal ally of Prime Minister Tony
Blair in London and boosted the
anti-war Liberal Democrats.

Labour lost its dominant ma-
jority whittled down in part by
public disaffection over Iraq, de-
spite Mr. Blair’s efforts to side-
line the issue.

The worst thrashing over the
March 2003 invasion was suf-
fered by Oona King, Labour in-
cumbent in the heavily Muslim
district of Bethnal Green and
Bow, who was defeated by the
anti-war lawmaker George Gal-
loway.

Mr. Galloway, thrown out of
the Labour Party two years ago
over his virulent opposition to
the war, ran on a Respect coali-
tion ticket and beat Ms. King by
a mere 823 votes, overturning
her 10,000-vote majority from
the 2001 polls.

Cheering supporters

“Mr. Blair, this is for Iraq. All
the people you killed, all the lies
youw've told, have come back to
haunt you,” he told cheering
supporters following the an-
nouncement.

N g

Mr. Galloway, who previously
represented a Scottish constitu-
ency, specifically targeted Ms.
King because her working-class
seat contains an estimated 40
per cent of Muslim voters, main-
ly of Bangladeshi origin.

Disfavour

Ms. King, who is half-Jewish
and half-black, won her seat in
1997 at only 30 years of age and a
strong re-election mandate in
2001, but courted disfavour with
locals by supporting the inva-
sion.

Mr. Blair has acknowledged
that Britons remained divided
over the conflict, but on Friday
said he felt they wanted to
“move on” and look toward the
future.

The vote results indicate oth-
erwise, said the Liberal Demo-
crats, pointing to the “significant
impact” the party had on battles
across the country, even in those
in which its candidates were
placed second or third.

“I attribute some of that (the
party’s improved showing) to
the anti-war platform, but our
other policies have also played a
significant role,” deputy party
president Fiyaz Mughal told
AFP. - AFP
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“‘Lame (Tuck’ PM

R \_‘ 1 .
Historic win, but reduced Labour majonty

he Labour Party has managed to\win a historic third term,

making Tony Blair the longest setying prime minister the
party has produced. Considering thehistoric nature of the
victory, euphoria should be automatic but is conspicuous in
its absence. Even Blair’s first speech, as the mandate became
clear, was subdued, emphasising that while the people had
rejected the Conservatives, Labour must move forward
learning lessons from the past. He cannot be surprised by the
message that he himself should move on. Labour’s majority
is slashed from 165 seats to just around 60. Both
Conservatives and particularly the Liberal Democrats have
made major gains in marginal Labour seats. The anti-Iraq
war vote and distrust of Blair have played a critical role in
Labour’s loss of support. Ethnic minority voters, traditional
Labour supporters, have deserted, because of tighter
immigration laws. Britain’s 1.3 million Muslims, staunch
Labour voters, have left because of Iraq and the new laws on
terrorism, the brunt of which they face in their daily lives. A
significant winner is George Galloway, who stood as a rebel
Labour candidate from the Bangladeshi-dominated
constituency of Bethnal Green and won on a purely anti-Iraqg
war plank. A disturbing trend is the gains made by the right-
wing British Nationalist Party, improving its vote share by
five per cent, particularly in white working class areas where
voters feel marginalised by the economic boom.

Labour’s success can be attributed to the buoyant econo-
my since they first took office in 1997. High economic
growth, low interest rates, inflation at a record low of 1.9 per
cent and unemployment down to four per cent are all indica-
tors which have made Britons feel they have never had it so
good, and therefore want more of it. Also, as is normal in
British elections, domestic and local issues like health,
education and law and order have dominated in some cons-
tituencies. Blair deserves credit for his unprecedented third
term, but his position in the party is greatly weakened.
Analysts are already describing him as a “lame duck” prime
minister. A post-mortem will show that the swing against
Labour has been due to Blair and his unflinching support of
the USA. He will find it more difficult to keep his flock
together, and at the first opportunity demands to step down
are bound to be heard. Gordon Brown, Chancellor of the
Exchequer, the new rising star of the party, is ready and
waiting in the wings. Although Blair has made it clear that he
is not standing for a third term simply to leave it mid-way. he,
may not have a choice. The UK is not the USA! i

07 My WB ”ESTATESMAN



Brown is the colour
for dissidents . -

Colin Brown in London

May 6. — Mr Tony Blair
today faced the first call by
Labour dissidents to make
way for Mr Gordon Browr.

Mr Blair would seek to
use his election victory to
iraw a line under the rows
wer Iraq, but the left wing
of the party is now threat-
ening to become a serious
thorn in his side. In an
interview with The Inde-
pendent Ms Alice Mahon,
wvho stood down at the
:lection as Labour MP for
Halifax, became the first
Labour member to call for
Mr Blair to go.

Her assault would fulfil
the Prime Minister’s worst
fears, and it explains what
led Mr Blair in the last
week of the campaign to
call for a big majority to
overcome his own left
wing in parliament. Now
that he hasn’t got it, trou-
ble is brewing.

The left are furious over
suspicions that New La-
jour apparatchicks were
sehind the publication of a
ist of prominent left wing
:andidates, regarded as the
‘awkward squad” shortly
before polling day. The list
included Mr Frank Dob-
son, the former Health Sec-
retary, Ms Ronnie Camp-
bell in Blyth Valley, Mr
Jeremy Corbyn in Islington
North, Ms Ann Cryer in
Keighley, her son Mr John
Zryer, Mr Paul Flynn in
Newport West, Ms Gienda
Jackson, in Hampstead and
Highgate, Ms Lynne Jones
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FROM KING MAKER TO KING TO BE? Mr Gordon Brown arrives at
Downing Street on Friday. — AFP

in Birmingham Selly Oak,
Mr Bob Marshall-Andrews
in Medwary and Mr John
McDonnell, chairman of
the Campaign Group, in
Hayes and Harlington.

Ms Mahon confirmed
the claims by Mr Brian
Sedgemore, a fellow for-
mer Labour who defected
to the Lib Dems, that a
group of dissident left win-
gers are ready to launch a
campaign to oust Mr Blair

and replace him with Mr
Brown. Ms Mahon said: “I
think there are quite-a
number of Labour mem-
bers who stood down at the
election, and others who
are still in Parliament who
are ready to call for Mr
Blair to go.

“I think it is important he
goes early. He has been
saved by Brown during this
election. There is no doubt
about that. It was horrible

P ’E ST;‘\TES)::"{"

canvassing and Yknding

everyone was against Blair.
There really is a lot of dis-
like of the Prime Minister
out in Labour areas.”

Ms Mahon, who has
been a member of the
Labour Party for nearly 50
years, said she would quit
the party if Mr Blair att-
empted to fulfil his inten-
tions of going on for a full
term. She claimed that
many other Labour suppor-
ters in the country would
desert the party before the
next election, if he stayed.

A member of the Nato
Parliamentary group, Ms
Mahon added: “I've just
come back from America
and I have been talking to
the neo-cons there. They
are quite serious about
bombing Iran. “My worry
is that if we are with Mr
Tony Blair, we get Mr
George W Bush and an
attack on Iran.”

Another left wing La-
bour candidate said last
night: “Mr Blair is living in
cloud cuckoo land if he
thinks he can serve a full
term. We won’t allow him
to last more than a couple
of years at best. And we
would like him to go more
quickly than that if we can
get him out. I would not
rule out a challenge to the
leadership, if he tries to
hang on.”

The warning was the
clearest indication that the
rebels were determined to
wreck his attempts to
deliver an ‘unremittingly
New Labour’ agenda.

— The Independent
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~ Blair’s Back‘

LvK( British poll results hold

- 4(. lessons for India too__
ot )5

The good news for the British Labour Party Is that it
is back in power for an unprecedented third time} The bad
news is that in both number of seats and sharelof votes
Labour has come down significantly. Labour is likely to
return with a majority of a little over 60 seats, which is
more than 100 seats down from last time. A major reason
for the reduced victory margin is the Iraq invasion, which
alienated many Labour supporters. One of the last
polls conducted by BBC found 23% of people surveyed
cited opposition to the war as a reason for being reluctant
to vote Labour. Around 21% said they did not trust Tony
Blair and 21% cited insufficient control of immigration.
Interestingly, the anti-war Liberal Democrats increased
their share of votes to around 23% from 18%. Blair
admitted the importance of Iraq on Friday when he said
that the war had been a divisive issue. But it was not only
Iraq that brought down Blair’s share, the Conservatives
did well on issues like taxes and immigration control.
For Indians resident in Britain, the poll results won’t
change things much. While Britons of Indian origin have
made their mark both economically and culinarily on
contemporary Britain, they are yet to engage significantly
in politics. When they do and if they keep expanding
their business interests, who knows, they might yet
colonise Britain, but not now.

What do these results mean for Britain watchers in
New Delhi? By Blair’s own reluctant admission, he
recognised Iraq as something of a misadventure. Blair’s
unstinted support to the Bush administration’s Iraq
policy has made Britain closer than ever to its trans-
Atlantic cousin. While it is good to be on the right side
of the world’s sole superpower, there can be a case of it
being too much of a good thing. Proximity to Washington
should not compromise any country’s national interest.
Britain, which today runs a risk of being hyphenated
with America in international perception, would do
well to bear this in mind. Post-election Whitehall could
be more responsive to overtures from Europe rather
than concentrate on holding hands with Washington.
It could be a learning experience for India, too, as
it seeks to enter a strategic partnership with the US.
While it should continue to nurture its growing
relationship with Washington, it should not appear
overly servile in that partnership. It should retain
some flexibility in areas such as seeking a permanent
seat in the UN Security Council or managmg its strategic
interests in Asia.
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~ Voters teach Labour\\l
T i
- the Iraq lesson o

s expected, fear of the Conservative Party trumped

anger against the Iraq war in the British general
L election to give the Labour Party an unpreceden-

ted third term in office. The party won mainly on
the back of its reasonable economic performance in the
eight years it has held power — and on the inability of the
Tories to offer credible alternative policies. If anything, the
emphasis on providing a tough immigration and asylum
regime made the right-wing Opposition look like a one-
programme party that did not deserve to be in power. But
“historic” as this victory is for Tony Blair, voters decided to
teach New Labour alesson for the Prime Minister’s decision
to take Britain into the war, and for his eagerness to be
counted as the main ally of the Bush administration in its
Iraq project. This much is apparent in Labour’s reduced
majority. In the elections of 1997 and 2001, it won crushing
victories; in the last election, with 413 seats in a 659-member
House, it had a lead of 167 in the House of Commons. That
lead has been halved.

Anger over the Irag war was evident across the country,

; among young voters, and among minorities. It was dramat-

" ically expressed in the victory of the anti-war campaigner
George Galloway — who was expelled from the party in 2003
— in a Labour stronghold. Having supported the war, the
Conservatives, led by Michael Howard, can take no real
credit for this sharp reduction in Labour’s majority. They
gained as traditional Labour supporters switched allegiance
to the Liberal Democrats in protest. The Liberal Democrats,
who came out in firm opposition to the war, might not have
made the deep incursions into the Labour vote they were
hoping to make. Still, their 60+ tally of seats is their best
performance since the 1920s.

The election outcome makes the British Parliament a
more genuinely three-party affair than it has been in a long
time. It is the first glimmer of hope for the Conservatives
since 1997. By announcing that he will step down as the Tory
leader, Mr. Howard has pre-empted calls for his ouster. For
Labour, the result will prompt a major focus on domestic
policies such as education, health, and law and order but the
main rethink has to be on Iraq. Mr. Blair has promised to
respond “sensibly and wisely” to the result but if Labour
wishes to put Iraq behind it, a leader deeply entangled with
the unjust, illegal, and damaging project, virtually on Amer-
ican command, must be persuaded or pressured to step
down. This, in fact, will become inevitable if the view gains
ground within the party that the third term was won “de-
spite Tony.” As the dust settles on this general election, the
intriguing question is whether Mr. Blair is willing to make
way for his deputy and Chancellor of the Exchequer, Gordon
Brown, one of the most visible and trusted faces of the party.
And if so, how soon?

07 MaY 0 nE'MNn.



/‘Tony Blair wins histgfig third terin

Acknowledges that Iraq was a “very divisive issue" causjng losses to Labour Party

Lt 3,
N WL ~
Hasan Suroor > "~

LONDON: British Prime Minister
Tony Blair was back.in Downing
Street on Friday after leading
the Labour Pafty to an unprece-
dented thif(f successive term in
office biit the achievement was
overshadowed by an embarrass-
ingly reduced majority mainly as
arasult of the backlash over Iraq,
and the Conservatives’ cam-
paign against immigration.

A visibly chastened Mr. Blair
acknowledged that Iraq had
been a “very divisive” issue as
Labour lost more than half of its
sitting MPs pushing its majority
to well below the party’s worst
expectations — its share of the
national vote plummeting to a
historic low.

Despite his own impressive
victory, Mr Blair’s personal au-
thority was seen to have been
damaged because of the setback
to the party prompting specula-
tion that the pressure on him to
step down might increase in the
coming months.

Conservatives gain

The Conservatives pulled off
an unexpectedly good perform-
ance picking up more than 30
seats on the back of a xenophob-
ic campaign that seemed to have
played well with voters not only
in the predominantly white
countryside but also with large
sections of the urban electorate
including Asian immigrants.

The party leader Michael Ho-
ward said he was “proud” of the
campaign. “We have taken a
stand on the things that reallydo
matter to the people of this

_ country,” he said.

He indicated that he would
step down soon to make way for
ayounger leader.

The Liberal Democrats signif-
icantly improved their share of
the national vote but were not
able to gain too many extra seats.
They benefited mostly from the
“protest” vote against Labour.

Liberal Democrat leader
Charles Kennedy said the voters
had ushered in an era of “three-
party politics” in Britain with his

THE Moy

party emerging as a “truly na-
tional party” poised to play a “big
role” in Parliament.

Iraq, an issue

By mid-day on Friday, with
most of the results declared, La-
bour’s new majority stood at
over 60 — down from 161 in the
last Parliament.

The casualties included at
least four ministers, Oona King,
Stephen Twigg, Christopher
Leslie and Melanie Johnson. Ms,
King lost to George Galloway of
the anti-war Respect Party in a
high-profile East London con-
stituency.

A former Labour MP, Mr. Gal-
loway was expelled from the par-
ty after he appealed to the
British troops in Irag not to
fight.

Foreign Secretary Jack Straw
had anxious moments in his pre-
dominantly Muslim constituen-
cy of Blackburn before scraping
through with a reduced margin.

Even the anti-war Labour
candidates such as the former
foreign secretary, Robin Cook,
who resigned from the Govern-
ment over Iraq, had a hard time.
Mr. Cook said he was told by his
constituents that they would not
vote for him because of the La-
bour Party’s support to the war.
“If it was like that for me, it
might have been at least as
strong for others,” he said.

Mr. Blair, who turned 52 on
Friday, is the first Labour Prime
Minister to have won three con-
secutive terms.

Reacting to the results, he ad-
mitted that'the party did not en-
joy the same level of trust as

before. “We have to respond to’

that sensibly, wisely and respon-
sibly,” he said. But he insisted

that the people still wanted a La-

bour Government.

In a House of 646, at the time
of writing, Labour had got 355
seats, the Conservatives 197,
Liberal Democrats 62, and oth-
ers13.

More reports on Page 14
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NOT A PERFECT 10: Britain’s Prime Minister Tony Blair addresses the media
outside 10 Downing Street, London, after his Labour Party won the
- general elections on Friday. - PHOTO: REUTER:



Blair set to win third term
despite voter anger over Iraq -

Results today; Labour Party’s majority expected to fall 81gn1ﬁcantly oVl

Hasan Suroor

LONDON: Despite widespread an-
ger over Iraq and perceived loss
of trust in him, British Prime
Minister Tony Blair looked set
to win a record third term in
office as Britain went to the polls
on Thursday in a bitterty-con-
tested general election.

Voting, which was to go on
until 10 p.m. (well past midnight
in India), was slow initially but
was expected to pick up later in
the day as people stop at the poll-
ing booth on their way back from
work.

Results would be known early
on Friday.

As the voting began, with Mr
Blair among the first of the three
main national leaders to cast his
vote, opinion polls unanimously
pointed to an unbeatable Labour
lead over its rivals. The only de-
bate was about the size of a La-
bour majority with its current
160-plus strength predicted to
plummet to well below 100.

Meltdown for Tories

The Conservatives, who have
been out of power for eight years
now, were reported to be in a
“meltdown” with even some se-
nior figures in danger of losing
their seats. There was already
speculation about the future of
the Conservative leader Michael
Howard who was elected only
two years ago to make the party
clectable after two humiliating
defeats.

The Liberal Democrats were
expected to improve their tally
because of their consistent op-
position to the Iraq war. The
party was likely to wrest a num-
ber of seats from Labour Party,
especially in constituencies with
a large Muslim electorate, upset
over Iraq.

“We are a party that is on the
up,” its leader Charles Kennedy
said.

The attention was focussed on
the turnout and Labour was par-
ticularly keen to get as many vot-
ers out to the polling booth as
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LAST-MINUTE CANVASSING: Voters being approached for support as they enter a polling station in Brick Lane
in east London on Thursday. - PHOTO: REUTERS

possible. A low turnout was ex-
pected to hit Labour the most on
the assumption that most of
those staying away would be dis-
affected Labour supporters. Mr
Blair again warned “wavering”
voters that if they stayed home
or voted for the Liberal Demo-
crats to “punish” him over Iraq
they could end up letting Con-
servatives in through the
backdoor.

THE MINDU

Blasts at British consulate in New York

NEW YORK: Two small grenades
exploded in a concrete flower
pot outside a multi-storey
building housing the British
Consulate in midtown Man-
hattan early on Thursday,
shattering glass panel on the

front door but causing no in-
juries, hours after Britain went
to polis.

The “toy grenades” filled
with black gunpowder exploded
at around 3.35 am in one of the
flower pots kept outside the

building as barriers, blowing
up a one-foot chunk from the
cement pot.

Police sealed off the areaand
were examining the tapes from
surveillance cameras for clues.
—PTI




Forget Iraq, focus
on economy: Blair

' Sedgefield (England), May 4
(Reuters): On the eve of an
election likely to give him an
historic third term, Tony Blair
appealed to Britons today to
swallow misgivings over Irag
and return him to power as a
reward for their healthy econ-
omy.

“Of course there has been
disagreement about Iraq,” the
Prime Minister said as the US-
led war to topple Saddam Hus-
sein again dominated a news
conference, his last of the
campaign.

“(But) who do people trust
with the economy, with the in-
vestment in our public servic-
es, with the interests of the
country? I think we can make
a pretty good case of it.” Blair,
well ahead in polls, was like
his rivals engaged in frenetic
last-minute campaign stops
round England and Scotland.

He was then to spend the
night in his constituency of
Sedgefield, in northeast Eng-
land, where he will vote after
polls open at 0600 GMT tomor-
rOw.

Blair hopes Britain’s ro-
bust economy, which has out-
performed its European
neighbours during the global
downturn of recent years, will
be his trump card. Interest
rates and unemployment re-
main low, while growth has
been constant. But voters, in-
cluding many in his own Cen-
tre-Left Labour Party, remain
deeply uncomfortable with
Blair’s backing of President
George W. Bush inIraq.

Michael Howard, leader of

the main Conservative Oppo-

sition, accuses Blair of lying
over the legality of the war
and over intelligence on Sad-
dam's weapons of mass de-
struction.

In Sedgefield, an area of
old mining towns and pictur-
esque villages where Blair
won a huge majority of almost
18,000 in 2001, the father of a
soldier killed in Iraq is stand-
ing against him as an inde-
pendent and seeking to garner

05 MaY 2085

a protest vote.

As he knocked on doors, an
upbeat Reg Keys said voters
were upset over Iraq and re-
sponsive to his anti-Blair mes-
sage.“What we are seeing here
are cracks in the foundation of
the Labour empire,” he said.
“People want something dif-
ferent.”

Despite a week of attacks
on his integrity, polls put Blair
on course for victory, albeit
with a likely reduction in his
massive 161-seat parliamen-
tary majority.

The latest survey today
gave Labour a commanding
14-point lead on 41 per cent
versus the Conservatives on
217. Other recent polls have put
Blair between 3 and 10 points
ahead.

If Blair is celebrating
when the results come in on,
Friday — which is also his
52nd birthday — he would be
the first Labour leader to win
three successive elections.

Blair, who has said he will
step down at the end of a third
term, insisted economic sta-
bility and investment in
health and education would be
his domestic priorities.

Africa and the environ-
ment were his foreign policy
priorities, he added. “I remain
passionate  about these
things.” Blair’s first task on re-
election would be to shape a
new cabinet. He has already
made clear his powerful fi-
nance minister and likely suc-
cessor, Gordon Brown, will re-
main in his post.

A satirical comment is scrawled over a toilet paper roll
at a cartoon gallery in London. (AFP)



Final push fo

London, May 4 D8N
BRITAIN’S POLITICIANS were
embarking on one final cam-
paign push, the day before an
election which appears increas-
ingly likely to hand Prime Minis-
ter Tony Blair a third straight
term in office.

Blair was expected to make his
government’s handling of the
buoyant British economy during
its eight years in power the cen-
trepiece of his final push ahead
of the start of polling on Thurs-
day morning. “Now the people
are in the driving seat,” he said
on GMTV breakfast television,
in the first of a full slate of inter-
views and Labour Party rallies
aimed at wooing legions of un-
committed voters.

Meanwhile, the leaders of the
opposition Conservatives and
Liberal Democrats were making
their own last campaign calls,
urging voters to punish Blair
over the unpopular Iraq war and
other issues.

Despite a frantic, and some-
times bitter, campaign, both pun-
dits and opinion polls have re-
mained constant throughout:
Blair’s Labour Party is likely to
be re-elected, albeit most likely
with a smaller majority.

No new opinion polls were
published in Wednesday’s British
papers, but the tone of the cover-
age suggested clearly that the
election outcome was beginning
to look a foregone conclusion.

The Daily Mail published a
three-page guide to parliamen-
tary seats in which so-called “tac-
tical voting” could remove
Labour lawmakers, thus helping
“give Mr Blair a bloody nose”.
This appeared the best feasible
outcome, the Blair-detesting
newspaper admitted in an edito-
rial column.

“If we're being honest, our
support for a Conservative victo-
ry — which we concede is un-
likely — is superseded by an
even greater imperatite: to di-

r British politicians

e

REUTERS

Tony Blair and Gordon Brown walk through Elstree Aerodrome on the last day of election campaigning.

Immigration worries

minish the power of the over-
weeningly arrogant Mr Blair
and restore a healthy democracy
to this country,” it said.

Meanwhile, Blair, in an inter-
view with The Sun avoided poli-
tics altogether and talked instead
about his happy marriage.

Blair is likely to succeed in
large part because the Conserva-
tives, who are on their third new
leader since Labour took power
in 1997, remain a shadow of the
once-mighty political machine
headed by former premier Mar-
garet Thatcher.

Reports on Wednesday began
to ponder whether current Con-
servative leader Michael Howard
would be deposed if he failed to
significantly increase the party’s
share of House of Commons
seats, with some party bigwigs
setting a notional target of at
least 200 of the 646 seats at stake.

AFP
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liford, May 4

IN THIS closely fought district
on the eastern outskirts of Lon-
don, the opposition Conserva-
tives — led by the son of a Ro-
manian immigrant — are hitting
hard on their promise to crack
down on immigration. The mes-
sage is resonating with many
voters, even some immigrants.
Others are disturbed by the anti-
immigrant rhetoric.

“Sometimes I think the-author-
ities are too soft,” said Dalbir
Deol Singh, a Sikh voter in the II-
ford North constituendy now held
by the governing Labour Party
Although he’s voting Labour, he
says his children will vote for the
Conservatives “because they feel

too many immigrants means
trouble for all of us.”

Immigration has emerged as a
major issue with both Labour
and the Tories pledging a
tougher stand. The issue is
touchy in a nation whose busi-
ness prowess can be attributed to
the energy and know-how of im-
migrants. Asylum applications
rose to record levels in 2002,
which Blair responded to by tight-
ening admission procedure.

Conservative leader Michael
Howard, has proposed putting ca-
ps on immigration levels and re-
quiring HIV tests for newcomers.
He has denied any racist motives
and says he favours admitting
more “genuine’ refugees.

AP



Ahead of polls, Blair majority melting away

AMITROY

London, May 3: Withonly a
day to go before Thursday’s
general election in Britain,
Tony Blair’s massive majority
of 161 in the last parliament
seems to be melting away
faster than an ice cream in the
Calcutta sun.

One of the Labour MPs
who might lose his seat is 33-
year-old Sikh, Parmjit Dhan-
da, who won the mainly white
constituency of Gloucester in
2001 with a thin majority of
3,380.

Although opinion polls
suggest Blair will still win
with a majority of around 70,
the real battle is taking place
in about 70 or so marginal
seats where tactical voting to
oust the sitting Labour MP
makes the final tally excep-
tionally hard to predict.

All in all, things do not
seem to be going Blair’s way,
although a Labour defeat still
seems the most unlikely of the
various permutations and
combinations. Complicating
matters is a report that a third
of the electorate could change
its mind and that two-third of
first time voters may not both-
er to turn out on May 5.

Most ominously for the
Prime Minister, Irag has
forced itself back into the
agenda with the family of An-
thony Wakefield, 24, of the 1st
Battalion The Coldstream
Guards, bitterly blaming Blair
for his death. He was killed by
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Prime Minister Tony Blair (left) answers a

a roadside bomb on Sunday,
the 87th British soldier to have
died in Iraq.

Normally, the British
armed forces are very digni-
fied about accepting death in
action but, with Iraq, family
after family has held Blair per-
sonally responsible for the
loss of loved ones. Relatives of
ten British soldiers who died
in Iraq launched a bid today to
take Prime Minister Tony
Blair to court for “lying” over
the reasons he gave for taking
the country to war.

They delivered a letter to
Blair’s Downing Street office
demanding the Prime Minis-
ter order a full, independent

Py
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in Gloucester. (AFP)

public inquiry within 14 days
or warning they would begin
legal action. Today, Blair and
his Chancellor of the Exche-
quer, Gordon Brown, were
barnstorming marginals, in-
cluding Gloucester, where the
Prime Minister was ha-
rangued by an Indian mechan-
ic, Mohammed Jaffer.

“Tony, can we trust you
after Iraq?” asked Jaffer, who
added he had previously al-
ways voted Labour.

“I think you have done a
fantastic job of running this
country, but foreign policy you
need to look at really close up.
We have lost hundreds of lives,
thousands of lives. We got the

question posed by Mohammed Jaffer (right)

impression you were just fol-
lowing President Bush.”
Jaffer’s comments spell
bad news for Dhanda for the
former warned that Glouces-
ter’s Muslim community was
deeply divided over whether
to support Labour. Jaffer him-
self was “50-50” over the issue.
In response to Jaffer, Blair
made his usual reply: “In the
end, you have gottotry todo as
Prime Minister what you
think is right for the country
and some of those decisions
are very, very difficult. I think
what you have ggt to ask your-
i is when you
look at the elgction, what is
going to deteymine the future

of this country, and I believe it
is the economy, the health
service and schools and law
and order and the things that
affect people.

“Sometimes as a Prime
Minister you will take deci-
sions that people profoundly
disagree with, but all you can
do— and it is your duty to do
this as Prime Minister —is to
try to make the best decision
that you think is in the inter-
ests of the country and leave
the rest to the judgment of the
British people.”

The timing of the latest
British death in Iraq could not
be worse for Blair, for the
newspapers and television are
carrying heartrending inter-
views with his partner and
photographs of their children.

Guardsman Wakefield’s
partner, Ann Toward, said:
“It’s Tony Blair’s fault. He sent
all those troops out. If he had-
n’t sent them out [Anthony]
would still be here. He should-
n’'t have done it.”

The guardsman’s children
—_sons Scott, seven, and Corey,
two — and his stepdaughter
Stacy, 11, were distraught at
their father’s death, she said.

“Corey didn’t understand
but Scott and Stacy were dev-
astated, cried and cried,” their
mother added. “They are still
talking about him, watching
him on the television.”

London, May 3 (Reuters):
Once Britons wanting to vent
their political spleen either
had to write to the Times or
take their soapbox to Speak-
ers Corner in London’s Hyde
Park for a rant.

Now they can blog.

The campaign for the May
5 election has witnessed an
explosion of web logs —
“blogs” — from candidates to
journalists and political
snipers tearing chunks out of
the bombast pouring out of
party media machines.

«I think this is probably

Britons blog
to vent their
anger

the most interesting phenom-
enon of this election,” said
Stephen Coleman of the Ox-
ford Internet Institute.

“The key thing about
blogs is that they are grass
roots and somewhat subter-
ranean,” he said. “The party
websites are extremely tech-

nocratic and centralised. The
blogs are more what people
were hoping would come out
of the Internet.” .

All the parties come in for
criticism, from Prime Minis-
ter Tony Blair's Labour and
the Conservatives — “Tories”
as they are often called — to
the Liberal Democrats.

“It’s a pity that the Tories
and Lib Dems are adopting
the approach of calling the
Prime Minister a liar ... The
words ‘pot calling the kettle
black’ spring to mind,” said
one message.




1984 anti-Sikh riots an

issue in U.K. elections .

Sikhs want U.K. politicians to put pressure on New Delhi |

Hasan Suroor

LONDON: The 1984 anti-Sikh riots
in India have emerged as a sig-
nificant issue in Britain’s gener-
al election campaign. Sikh

! voters are seeking a commit-

ment from candidates that, if
elected, they will help the vic-
tims get justice from the Indian
Government.

There is widespread anger
among the country’s 7,00,000-
strong Sikhs that more than 20
years after the “massacre”, the
perpetrators have still not been
punished.

“We are asking every candi-
date who comes to us to give an
assurance that they would raise
our concerns in Parliament and
lobby with the Government to
take it up with the Indian Gov-

i‘v\v R \‘/

Hy - 1a

| ernment,” sail Ajit Singh, who

was a sarparch in Jallandhar
when the riot; took place. Now
he helps to run a gurdwara in
Leicester, which has a sizeable
Sikh electoratz.

Families of many British
Sikhs sufferel in the riots,
which followed the assassina-
tion of the then Prime Minister,
Indira Gandhi.

They are bitter that succes-
sive governments have failed to
get them justice.

They want British politicians
to put pressure on New Delhi to
allow independent internation-
al human rights groups to in-
vestigate the killings.

In Leicester, Asian candi-
dates Keith Vaz (Labour) and
Paramjit Singh Gill (Liberal
Democrat) said they shared the

-
o

concernJ of their Sikh constitu-
ents.

Mr. Gill said he supported
the demand for an investigation
by human rights organisations
and wondered why New Delhi
should oppose it.

In Southall, a predominantly
Sikh area in west London, vot-
ers said they felt “let down” as
even a Sikh Prime Minister had
not done anything.

“When Manmohan Singh be-

came Prime Minister, we hoped '

that he would do something but
he has also disappointed us,”
said a bus driver.

The Sikh Federation (UK.,
Britain's only Sikh political par-
ty, has urged voters to use the
election to raise their concerns
about the protection of minor-
ities in India.



~ Blair goes public
= with war advice

April 28. — The British

attorney-general’s ques-
tioning of the legality of the
Iraq war was finally made
public last night after his
secret advice to the Prime
Minister was leaked.

The publication of Lord
Goldsmith’s report could
prove to be the smoking
gun that opponents of the
war have been waiting for
to show that Mr Tony Blair
misled parliament and the
country over the war.

Last night, Mr Blair was
facing renewed allegations
that he lied about the
legality of the war.

. The document warned
that  British troops
involved in any invasion of
Iraq might face prosecu-
tion in the international
courts and said that the
“safest legal course”
would be to secure a new
Security Council resolu-
tion authorising war.

It also said that Lord
Goldsmith believed that
Britain and the USA would
need “factual grounds” and
“hard and compelling evi-
dence” of Iraqi breaches of
UN resolutions before tak-
ing military action.

The key six arguments
used by Lord Goldsmith to
question the legality of the
war were leaked at the
weekend, but the full
report strips away the last

vestiges of defence by Mr .~

Blair for his claim, repea
ed this week, that the war
was legal.
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Rating goes up

LONDON, April 28. — A week
ahead of general elections in
Britain, the ruling Labour party
seems headed for a comfor-
table victory with the rating of
its leader, Mr Tony Blair,
shooting up despite personal
attacks by Tories, who allege
he “lied” about the legal case
for war on Iraq, according to a
new poll. — PTI

The weekend revelations
thrust Mr Blair’s integrity
to the heart of the election
campaign. But the publica-
tion of the report could act
like a knife through the
heart. of Labour’s cam-
paign, which has been
struggling since the week-
end to get back onto the
agenda of the economy.

The revelation also put
pressure on Lord Gold-
smith. He denied he was
leaned on by Downing
Street. However, he now
has to explain why he had
changed his mind from
questioning the legality of
the war on 7 March 2003,
to his two-page report to
the Cabinet 10 days later
saying the war was legal.

Lord Goldsmith chal-
lenged the Prime Minister’s
assertion that the war was
justified because Saddam
Hussein had flouted UN
resolution 1441 on WMD.

“In these circumstances,
I remain of the opinion
that the safest legal course
would be to secure a fur-
ther resolution to autho-
rise the use of force.” —
The Independent

A British soldier chats with an Iraqi boy during a patrol in 2 Basra
afreat on Thursday. — AFP
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/ An eye- opemng
‘° British election N

rime Minister Tony Blair and the British Labour
Party are blessed in having an opposition party
whose basic programme and election campaign
have had the effect of sending voters scurrying back
to them. When Mr. Blair announced the May 5 parlia-
mentary elections, most opinion polls showed Labour with a
narrow lead over the Conservatives. The ruling party’s rat-
ings had slumped essentially because traditional Labour
voters, disillusioned with Blairite policies, were turning to
others, such as the Liberal Democrats. But for a leader who
has evoked anger, hatred, and ridicule even within his own
party for slavishly pitching his tent alongside the Bush
administration’s for the invasion of Irag, Prime Minister
Blair has made a swift comeback in the past three weeks. The
polls now predict that Labour will sweep back to power,
which will mean an unprecedented hat trick for the party.
For this, Mr. Blair can thank the single-minded Tory focus
on the issue of immigration and asylum. Michael Howard’s
shrill refrain calling for a ceiling on the number of im-
migrants and refugees allowed into Britain every year has
found some resonance with voters. Alarmed that the Tory
campaign might make inroads into a receptive electorate
and not wanting to split the anti-Conservatives vote, once
rebellious Labour supporters seem to have rallied behind
the party again, despite their disagreement with Mr. Blair’s
foreign policy. Having supported the invasion of Iraq, the
Tories evidently picked immigration as the one issue on
which Labour would not be able to match its rhetoric. But
Mr. Blair, an ardent promoter of multicultural, “cool Britan-
nia”, is trying to do exactly that. He has accused Mr. Howard
of exploiting an emotive issue and playing up people’s fears,
but in the same breath, acknowledged concerns over im-
migration. The Labour Party has come out with its own set of
dubious measures: a points system, such as the one in
Australia, for economic migrants; and a tagging system to
keep track of asylum seekers while their applications are
processed.

The debate, with its clearly racist overtones, is an eye-
opener. At least relatively speaking, Britain has enjoyed in
recent times the image of a cosmopolitan and tolerant na-
tion. It has its share of xenophobes, but even in the intoler-
ant post-9/11 climate, it has been more welcoming of
outsiders than any other country in Europe. Has this
changed? This is the first election in which immigration is
reported to be the pre-eminent issue before voters. Leaders
of British industry have pointed out that fears about im-
migration are exaggerated and misplaced, and that far from
being a drain on the country’s resources, immigrants pro-
vide a steady supply of skilled workers. There are many
altruistic reasons for allowing people to move freely across
borders but there can be no more effective argument against
tightening the immigration regime than that it can cripple
the host country’s industry.
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Blair warns

against division
on immigration

Asylum not a political weapon

E:fa_nfuroor (\,{0 . V\

LONDON: With the debate on im-
migration and asylum contin-
uing to dominate the British
general election campaign, the
Prime Minister, Tony Blair, on
Friday warned that it should not
be used as a “political weapon”
to divide the country.
In his first major intervention
on a subject that has been driv-
' ing opinion polls ever since the
| campaign began three weeks
ago, Mr. Blair was, however,
keen-to show that he was not out
of touch with the public mood
saying that he “understood” the
concerns over the issue.

Measures listed

He denied that his Govern-
ment had been “pussyfooting”
around the problem, as alleged
by the Conservatives, and listed
the measures it had already tak-
en and those it proposed to take
to deal with it, if returned to
power next month.

Mr. Blair said it was not racist
to talk about immigration or asy-
lum but what was dangerous was
to “play politics” with it. He
warned the Conservatives, who
have made immigration the
main plank of their campaign,
not to play on the “anxieties”
and “worries” on the issue, “We
should not use these issues as a
political weapon,” he said adding

Z

e |ssueidominates poll
campalgn

¢ System must not be
abused

» Howard “pandering fo
racism”

that at the same time it was im-
portant to make sure that the
system was not abused by illegal
immigrants and failed asylum-
seekers. '
Mr. Blair’s intervention came
two days after he was grilled on
the BBC when he said he had no
idea about the number of illegal
immigrants in the country. He
said the Conservatives them-
selves had admitted, when they
were in power, that it was not
possible to “speculate” on the
number of people who contin-
ued to live in Britain illegally.
Ignoring the criticism from

“the Left that he was trying to

“compete” with the Conserva-
tives on a racially-sensitive is-
sue, Mr. Blair promised tougher
action to tighten up the system.

The Conservative Party lead-
er, Michael Howard, was ac-
cused of pandering to racism
after he suggested in a TV pro-
gramme that there could be race
riots if immigration went out of
control.

e
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Radicals hl_] ack
UK poll méet

AN
AMITROY(\\L

London, April 19: A group of 3

15 men, two of them masked,
burst into the Central London
Mosque in Regent’s Park just
as the Muslim Council of
Britain (MCB) was unveiling
its election manifesto.

The council, which claims
to be the voice of Britain’s 1.6
million Muslims, has drawn
up alist of 10 questions, cover-
ing immigration, education,
religious discrimination and
Iraq, which it wants voters to
ask of their parliamentary
candidates before making
their choice.

From the Labour Party’s
point of view, the bad news is
that the Muslim leadership is
not asking the faithful to vote
for Tony Blair. However, the
good news from Blair’s point
of view is that no fatwa is
being issued urging Muslims
— and many of them are in
key constituencies such as for-
eign secretary Jack Straw’s
Blackburn seat — not to sup-
port Labour.

But Muslim politics is a
dangerous business, even in
Britain. For the radical fringe,
even the act of votingis haram
or not lawful according to
Islam. In marked contrast, the
council wants Muslims to
vote: “We encourage all Mus-
lims to take an active part in
all the issues of the election
campaign.”

At Regent’s Park mosque,
the biggest in the country,
there was a large media
turnout, which was hijacked
by the intruders. There were

chaotic scenes as the council’s
, secretary general Igbal
Sacranie suspended the press
conference.

Sacranie’s line was: “We
know there is a lot of disillu-
sionment out there about the
manner in which anti-terror
measures have been applied
against our community in re-
cent years. The questions are
there to help guide British
Muslims towards a more in-
formed decision concerning
the main issues facing them
today.”

One of the protesters, who
said he belonged to the Sav-
iour Sect, claimed voting in
the general election was “an
act of apostasy” and an-
nounced: “We are here to con-
demn you and your organisa-
tion.” One of the masked men
screamed: “Kaffirs. MCB are
dirty kaffirs.”

Another man yelled: “The
MCB are a mouthpiece of the
British government of Tony
Blair and George Bush. They
don’t represent Isiam. They
don’t represent British Mus-
lims.”

The Saviour Sect handed
out a leaflet reading: “Vote
today... become Kaafir tomor-
row! Voting for any political
party which has a policy of
legislating alaw is Kufr Akbar
(a major apostasy) and will
take you outside the fold of
Islam. It will also nullify all”
your good deeds and guaran-
tee your seat in helifire for
ever.”

After enjoying their 15
minutes of fame, surrounded
by photographers and camera-
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men, the men left. Ten police-
men outside made no attempt
to stop them.

The break-in was a major
distraction for the council
today issued a major docu-
ment which sets out how it
thinks a future government
should conduct its relation-
ship with British Muslims.

Much of what the council
had to say on issues such as
curbing terrorism, education,
tackling unemployment
among Muslims — half the
Muslim population of Britain
is British-born and under 24 —
seemed eminently sensible.

However, the council could
not resist a little dig at India
for failing to hold a plebiscite
in Kashmir, something which
even President Musharraf
hasn’t raised.

“International law is en-
forced very selectively allow-
ing some countries (example
Israel, Russia, India) to flout
UN resolutions with impuni-
ty,” it said.

Perhaps the most impor-
tant demand from the council
is that in order to achieve a
more equal and just society,
Asians should be promoted
not on the basis of their eth-
nicity, as has so far been the
case, but their religion.

“For many Muslims,” the
council said, “religion — and
not ethnicity — forms the pri-

mary basis of their primary
identity.” This isa crucial shift
in the battle for equality and
runs the risk of importing the
Hindu-Muslim divide from the
subcontinent into British pub-
lic life.




Blair sets 5 May date
for British election

LONDON, April 5. —
The British Prime Minis-
ter today called a national
election on 5 May, trigger-
ing a four-week campaign
that will test a volatile
. electorate’s judgment of
the Iraq war.

Despite lingering anger
over the US-led invasion,
Mr Tony Blair’s governing
Labour Party is widely
expected to win a third
term in office, bolstered by
a strong economy. “We are
proud of what we have
achieved in the last eight
years,” Mr Blair said, after
asking Queen Elizabeth IT’s
permission to dissolve par-
liament. “It’s a big choice
and there’s a lot at stake.”

Standing on the steps of
his Downing Street office,
the - Prime Minister said:
“The British people are
the boss and they are the
ones who will make it.”

Several opinion polls
published today showed
Labour giving ground
slightly to the main Oppo-
sition Conservative Party,
although still with leads of

The poll will be a personal test
for Mr Blair. — AFP

between 2 and S percentage
points. Given the margin of
error, the parties were vir-
tually neck and neck.
Analysts, however, said the
Conservatives would need
a lead of several points to
win the election, due to an
uneven spread of con-
stituencies across Britain’s
electoral map.

Third time lucky?

The poll will be an im-
portant personal test for

Mr Blair. A charismatic
and dynamic leader, he
helped catapult Labour to
power in 1997 and win a
second landslide election
victory in 2001.

But the war, and the
government’s use of intel-
ligence on Iraqi weapons
of mass destruction, which
turned out to be wrong,
have severely dented his

credibility,
The Prime Minister’s
popularity has been further

eroded by his close re-
lationship with President
George W Bush and the
perception that he slavishly
follows Washington’s for-
eign policy without exert-
ing any real influence.

The alliance has caused
tension within the Labour
Party and one of its parlia-
mentary candidates, Mr
Stephen Wilkinson, today
announced that he would
now stand for the Liberal
Democrats, the only major
party to oppose the war.
“Who could have thought
that a Labour government
would become a lapdog to
Mr Bush’s right-wing Re-
publican administration,”
Mr Wilkinson said.
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House panel
criticises
US troops

LONDON, April 5. —
Excessive use of force by
US troops in Iraq has an-
tagonised Iraqi civilians
and made ‘the process of
rebuilding the . country
more difficult, a UK parli-
amentary committee said in
a report published today.

The House of Commons
Foreign Affairs Committee
said the slow pace of recon-
struction had fuelled the
insurgency, and suggested
Iraq had replaced Afghan-
istan as a training ground
for international terrorists.

In Iraq, meanwhile, two
militant outfits posted sep-
arate Internet videos
claiming to have killed an
Iragi soldier and an
alleged informant, and
insurgents launched a
string of attacks across the
country that left four US
soldiers dead.
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C\')I.ords reject
nti-terror bill
\’J\'\&)By Hasan Suroor\\ 0( \é
LONDON, MARCH 8. The British
Government’s controversial an-
ti-terror legislation has been

thrown out by the House of
Lords on grounds that it infring-

"es civil liberties by giving

sweeping powers to the Home
Secretary to take action against
terror suspects bypassing legal
processes.

The defeat, the biggest suf-
fered by the Government in this
term, is seen as a personal hu-
miliation for the Prime Minis-
ter, Tony Blair, as some of his
most loyal peers, including his
one-time mentor, the former
Lord Chancellor Derry Irvine,
voted against it.

Although the bill was widely
expected to have a rough pas-
sage in the Lords, the scale of
the defeat, with at least 20 La-
bour peers joining the Opposi-
tion, took the Government by
surprise. In a blow to its claim
that the measures proposed in
the bill had the support of secu-
rity services, a former metropol-
itan police chief, Lord Condon,
too voted against it.

No support

A flabbergasted Lord Falcon-
er, the Minister who piloted the
bill, admitted that he had found
“no support in relation to my
arguments” but there was no
immediate indication whether
the Government would accept
the changes suggested by the
Lords.

The bill empowers the Home
Secretary to issue “control or-
ders” against terror suspects
placing severe restrictions on
their movements, including 24-
hour surveillance, denial of ac-
cess to telephone and Internet
— and in extreme cases —
house arrest. The measures are
intended to deal with cases
where there is not sufficient evi-

_dence to put the suspects on
i trial but who are still seen by the

Government to pose a threat.

The House of Lords insisted
that “control orders’ in all cases
should be issued by judges and
not by politicians as proposed
in the bill. Under the Govern-
ment proposals, the judiciary
will be involved only in cases of
house arrest but in all other sit-
uations, the Home Secretary
will be the sole arbiter.

As the bill returned to the
Commons for a debate on the
Lords’ amendments, the Home
Office insisted that it “strikes
the right balance between pro-
tecting the security of the na-
tion and safeguarding

individual liberty”. %
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UK. pr0poses tough immi

By Hasan Suroor \,)f\Owuh skills the‘gk Brltam really

LONDON, FEB. 7. The British Gov-
ernment on Monday an-
nounced new tough
immigration controls to check
what it called the “abuse” of
the system as the issue climbed
on top of the domestic agenda
ahead of a general election, ex-
pected in May.

Under the new proposals,
the Government will use an
Australian-style “points” sys-
tem to determine the suitabil-
ity of those who want to come
and work in Britain.

The main criterion would be
whether their education and
skills match the demands of
the job market, and only those

needs would be given work
permits.

There will also be changes to
rules relating to permanent
residency and the number of
dependants an immigrant can
bring into Britain.

The present system, under
which anyone who has lived
here for four years can auto-
matically claim right to stay in-
definitely, is to be reviewed to
make it more difficult to get
British residency.

Curbs on dependants

The number of dependants
who can accompany an immi-
grant would be restricted to
immediate family members to

check” What is described as
“chain migration” where im-
migrants tend to bring in their
extended family portraying
them as dependants.

The proposals, which are
part of a five-year programme
that the Labour Party intends
to implement if it is returned to
POWEI, were seen as a “panic
reaction” to the Tories’ bid to
make immigration and asylum
a major issue in their election
campaign.

Tories have proposed annual
quotas for immigrants and asy-
lum-seekers accusing the Gov-
ernment of running a “chaotic”
system.

Civil

rights campaigners

ion controls

called it a “bidding war” be-
tween the two parties, but the
British Prime Minister, Tony
Blair, insisted that the Govern-
ment was responding to public
“worry” on the issue.

“The public are worriec
about this, they are worriec
rightly, because there are abus-
es of the immigration and asy-
lum system,” he told the BBC

The Home Secretary, Charles
Clarke, said: “Migration fo1
work, migration to study is a
good thing...What is wrong is
when that system isn’t properly
policed, and people are coming
here who are a burden on the
society, and it is that which we
intend to drive out.”
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Lo\QDO » JAN. 17. The British Gov-
ernmgnt has come under renew-
ed pressure to review its tough
anti-terror laws following a
House of Lords ruling that indef-
inite detention of suspected for-
eigners without trial is unlawful
and discriminatory.

The ruling, widely hailed by
human rights groups, has
prompted two Government-ap-
pointed barristers to resign say-
ing that they do not want to be
part of a discriminatory regime.

They have called for changes
to the controversial Anti-Terror-
ism, Crime and Security Act 2001
1 under which while British citi-
zens, suspected of terrorism, are
entitled to a proper legal trial,
foreigners are not.

Currently, 12 foreigners are
languishing in  high-security
prisons and, as a result of the
House of Lords ruling, they will
be able to apply for bail.

By Hasan Suroor

Lord’s verdict

According to legal experts,
their  detention could be
quashed altogether by the review
tribunal in the light of the Lords’
verdict.

+n
U.K. under pressure
< on terror laws

“But the move that%

ernment is likely to fear most
would be an application to the
European Court of Human
Rights at Strasbourg.

"It is likely that the court
would reach the same conclu-
sion as the law lords. In that
event, Britain would have to re-
lease the men or put them on
trial,” said Joshua Rozenberg, le-
gal editor of The Daily Telegraph.

Rick Scannell, a “special ad-
vocate” appointed by the Gov-
ernment to deal with the cases of
foreign suspects, resigned on
Monday becoming the second
barrister to quit in protest at the
Government’s reluctance to act
on the law lords’ ruling.

Special advocates

“I thought I could not in good
conscience act in a system which
continued to test the lawfulness
of the detention of these men in
a context in which the House of
Lords had declared the very pro-
visions upon which the deten-
tions were based to be
incompatible with the detainees’
human rights,” he said amid
speculation that more “special
advocates” planned to resign if
the Government did not move
fast to respond to the ruling.
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