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ANOTHER TARGET
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hock is an inestimably valtiable w\e)apl)ﬁ for
S murderers. A country grown tragically

used to terrorism can be made to sit up in
new terror when scientists are attacked, injured
and killed within their haven when they are
peacefully dispersing after a session during an in-
ternational seminar. A fast, targeted operation
with grenades and guns that causes terror and
death is an act of terrorism, whether any direct
link with known terrorist groups is found or not.
It must be asked, in the want of specific answers,
what exactly was achieved by the violence in the
Indian Institute of Science campus in Bangalore.
The delegates at the conference on operations re-
search applications in infrastructure develop-
ment comprised scientists from India and abroad,
and the senior professor who died had received
many awards for his work throughout his life. It
is, perhaps, the apparent breakdown of normal
logic that is ultimately the most terrifying. It is an
indication that the unreason, which masquerades
as reason in killers’ minds, is almost impenetra-
ble, and therefore, unpredictable.

Yet it must also be asked if the attack on the
1ISc was entirely unpredictable. Not a week has
passed since the arrest of four men, three in Ben-
gal, which had led to the revelation of a plan to at-
tack vital sectors, such as information technology
companies and economic installations, in Hyder-
abad and Bangalore. But arrests from March on-
wards had repeatedly brought intelligence agen-
cies across plans to target IT and knowledge in-
dustry hubs. Improved counter-terrorist strate-
gies may have made attacks in conventional
places less smooth. Things would have turned out
differently if there had been a new awareness of
possibilities among intelligence agencies. Al-
though the IISc is an institution of learning, it is
difficult to believe that nothing at all could have
been done for security during an international
seminar at a core institution in a city known to be
a target. That would have protected the scientists
from all attacks, terrorist or not. The timing of the
attack was excellent; attention was focussed on se-
curity arrangements for Abu Salem, who had ar-
rived in town that day. The professed targets now
have a double value: there must be, for organized
destroyers, a special satisfaction in hurting cen-
tres of knowledge and excellence. Intelligence
agencies have a most difficult job in a country as
vast and varied as India. But they cannot afford to
be disconcerted. The price is too high.
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ack on science conference
% inBangalore ¢.¢*

LTHOUGH no one has claimed responsibility yet,
certain elements in the dastardly shooting of an
IIT professor at an international conference in
Bangalore make it probable that he fell to a terror
attack: the weapons used (AK-47, hand grenades), the indis-
criminate nature of the firing in which six others were
injured, the victim himself (an elderly math professor who
lives in Delhi, not Bangalore). Security agencies have picked
up indications that terrorist groups like Jaish-e-Mohammed
and Lashkar-e-Toiba now want to open a new frontier: they
would like to attack India’s IT companies and related infra-
structure, such as Software Park in Bangalore and Hi Tech
city in Hyderabad. Taken together, this suggests that the
country is waking up to a new reality — its success in IT and
concomitant economic boom has excited malice in certain
quarters, who would like to attack symbols of that success.
Within the frame of this inchoate rage against modernity, an
international conference of scientists is also a target.

The blowing up of Mumbai’s stock exchange came soon
after violent Hindu-Muslim riots in that city, while the
Akshardham temple attack followed the Gujarat pogroms.
Both can plausibly be connected to local issues. Not so the
pre-Diwali blasts in Delhi markets, or the current attack on
the IISc campus. If they are related to groups originally
operating in Kashmir, they may reflect the fact that the
insurgency is losing traction in its home state and looking
for targets elsewhere. Even in that case, however, it would be
misleading to look at them as mere extensions of the
separatist campaign in Kashmir. One could argue, equally
plausibly, that Kashmir has become a microcosm of the
revolt against modernity that is also evident in someone
wishing to target an international conference of scientists.
Kashmir presents two separate sets of issues. It has specific
political grievances that are now beginning to be addressed,
which has cut the ground from underneath the insurgency.
While the government should do whatever it can to mitigate
oppressive circumstances in Kashmir, it also needs to be
clear that the jehadi campaign there is not for the expansion
of liberal democracy. India’s security paradigm will have to
be revised to deal with this new threat. Not just politicians
and bureaucrats but professional and scientific workers are
also now a target; and not just Delhi and Mumbai but also
Bangalore, Hyderabad, Chennai, Pune, Kolkata and other
emergent high-tech hubs will need to factor in terror as part
of their security arrangements.

%\Ell'get of Terror
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errorists aim to h1t a nation where it hurts the

most. In India’s case, its high-tech institutions and

skilled manpower could be the new targets. The

attack on the Indian Institute of Science in Banga-
lore, in which one scientist, a retired IIT-Delhi professor
was brutally killed and five others were injured, signals wha.
could be a new phase. By choosing a premier research
institute in a south Indian city, the perpetrators of the
outrage wanted to be seen as lengthening their arm and
widening their choice of targets. This is the first time Banga-
lore, an important base for several Information Technology
companies that have become the new face of India, has been
marked out for an actual terrorist hit. The police investiga-
tion into the incident is at a preliminary stage, but the needle
of suspicion points to Lashkar-e-Taiba. To ask why such an
outfit would indulge in firing at random or ‘hit and run,’
rather than fidayeen attacks, is to fail to understand the
mind of Lashkar-type organisations. Terrorism may do pre-
cision-targeting or it may not. Shock-and-awe serves to
demonstrate the softness of civil society, the vulnerability of
a whole system. IISc was a soft target, if ever there was one.
Praveen Swami’s exclusive report published on page one
sets out a disturbing context in which two dozen intelligence
warnings over the past four years should have better pre-
pared the Bangalore authorities for Wednesday’s heart-
rending tragedy. Evidence emerged in recent months that
Bangalore remained a key target for the Lashkar. Specifical-
ly, the last warning, issued some days ago and based on an
intercept of communication between two Lashkar oper-
atives in New Delhi, spoke of possible strikes against high-
profile IT facilities and individuals.

But can anything be done to prevent trained gunmen
fielded by a resilient fanatical outfit from spraying bullets or
lobbing hand grenades on unsuspecting scientists coming
out of an international conference? Provided intelligence
inputs can be acted on quickly, in a coordinated way, and the
system can be made to assign a high enough political priority
to vigilance and pre-emptive action against terrorism, the
answer could be ‘yes.” That terrorists placed Bangalore in the
crosshairs surfaced as early as 2001, Information gained
from a Lashkar operative sentenced to death for his role in
the December 2000 attack on the Red Fort unravelled plans
to attack the farmhouse of Wipro chairman Azim Premji.
Terrorist groups were known to be planning to extort money
from the hugely successful IT firms in Bangalore and other
southern cities. The Lashkar apparently came to the conclu-
sion that an attack on Bangalore — India’s No. 1 ‘new econo-
my metro — could not fail to catch the attention of the
international community aside from having a devastating
economic impact domestically. Professor M.C. Puri, an un-
assuming retired teacher, didn’t need to be in Bangalore. His
love of knowledge and attachment to his students brought
him into terrorism’s firing range. The best tribute to his
memory will be swift apprehension of the killers and in-
telligent steps to minimise, if not totally rule out, the chanc-
es of such tragedies happening in future.

‘ /

30 pFr 7Ms THE HINDU



—"PROF GUNNED DOWN ON lISc CAMPUS

Terror strikes

&Y

Statesman Nsws Samce

BANGALORE, Dec. 28
-— Suspected terrorists
today barged into the
campus of the Indian
Institute of Sciences this
evening and fired indis-
criminately at a group of
delegates who had just
left a seminar. The attack-
ers, who are learnt to
have come in a white
Ambassador around 7.30
n.m, escaped under the
cover of darkness.

Emeritus Professor MN
Puri from IIT, Delhi, died
of buliet injuries. Four
other professors — Dr
Pankaj Gupta, Dr
‘Sangecta, Dr  Vijay
Chandru and Dr Vijay
Pateldppa — were seri-
ously injured. The injured
have been admitted to a
city hospital. Puri’s family
came to know about the
incident through a stu-
dent, who had accompa-
nied the professor to the
seminar.

After the attack, a tight
security

the 100-year-old 1ISc cor-
doned off. An AK-47 rifle,
three magazines of an
automatic weapon and a
hand grenade were seized
from the site of violence,
police said. A sources said
the possibility of a terror-
ist attack could not be
ruled out given the nature

~ i 1
2 ©of et

..Bangalore

An investigator inspects a car damaged after gunmen fired on the
iSc campus on Wednesday. — AFP

of the automatic weapon
used and the discovery of
a grenade. Bangalore and
other IT hubs are on the
hit list of terror groups,
including the Pakistan-
based Lashkar-e-Taiyyaba.

When asked if this was
a terrorist strike, Ban-
galore Police Commissi-
oner Mr Ajay Kumar
Singh said: “We cannot
say anything at this stage.
We have no information
about how they (the gun-

bu\nketa was:s . J;nﬂn) ‘gained entry and
thrown over-ihe cify™ith

*wio they were.’

The Karnataka chlct
minister, Mr N Dharam
Singh, called a high-level
meeting of police and
other officials here tom-
orrow to review security
measures in Bangalore.
The chief minister spoke
to Union home minister
Mr Shivra; Patil and

MSTATESMAH

apprised him of the inci-
dent, an official source
said. Mr Singh, the source
added, had directed the
Bangalore Police to con-
duct a thorough investiga-
tion into the incident.

In New Delhi Union
home secretary Mr Vinod
Kumar Duggal said: “As
of now it’s not a terrorist
attack.” The Prime Min-
ister, Dr Manmohan Sin-
gh, expressed shock at the
firing. The attack at the
[ISc, Bangalore today

.came twardays after Delbi

Police said the Bangla-
desh-based terror group,
Harkat-ul-Jehad, was
planning to target soft-
ware parks in Hyderabad
and Bangalore. A senior
police officer said tonight
that the T1Sc had not been
a “specific target” of
terrorists.
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Top Al-Badr.,. .-
man shot dead

in Srinagar ", ,

He was responsible for brutal executions
of civilians in the Harwan mountains

Praveen Swami

NEW DELHL: A six-hour fire-fight
in the Bemina neighbourhood
of Srinagar ended on Sunday
evening with the killing of Mo-
hammad Wasim, central Kash-
mir commander of the
Pakistan-based terrorist group,
Al-Badr. Wanted for a series of
murders, including the brutal
execution of four civilians this
May, Wasim was among the
longest-serving Pakistani na-
tionals in terrorist groups in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Wasim’s killing is a signifi-
cant blow to the Al-Badr, which
after the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen
and the Lashkar-e-Taiba, is the
third most powerful group in
the State.

Many aliases

Operating under the aliases
‘Sain’, ‘Shaheen Bhai’ and ‘Ja-
toi, Wasim is believed to have
joined the jihad as an Al-Badr
foot soldier over six years ago,
when he was in his late teens.
His long experience made him
an ‘asset’ for the organisation.

Sources told The Hindu that
Wasim had been operating un-
der cover in Srinagar for some
months and had obtained
forged identification papers.
Using his newly acquired cover,
of a Srinagar businessman
named Fayyaz Ahmad Rather,
Wasim was attempting to set up
infrastructure for Al-Badr’s op-
erations outside Jammu and
Kashmir, especially in New
Delhi. While the enterprise
does not appear to have reached
an advanced stage, the fact that
it was initiated suggests that Al-
Badr, like other major terrorist
groups, is seeking to expand its

[

e One of the longest-
serving Pakistanis in
terrorist groups

o He was attempting to
expand the group's
operations

reach and capabilities.

Prior to this task, Wasim had
focussed his energies on intimi-
dating rural communities in the
Harwan mountain range, which
lies east of Srinagar and is a key
infiltration and escape route for
jihadist groups active in central
Kashmir. Although the Al-Badr
executed several low-grade at-
tacks on security force convoys
moving in and out of Srinagar,
its focus was on keeping the
Harwan ranges secure for ter-
rorist organisations by target-
ing figures in the Gujjar pastoral
community, who were hostile to
Islamists.

On May 17, for example, Wa-
sim’s group murdered four ci-
vilians in the Dard Khour
forests, some 35 km from Srina-
gar. Ghulam Qadir Gujjar, a lo-
cal  National Conference
activist, was assassinated along
with associates Mohammad Ra-
fiq, Mukhtar Ahmad and Mo-
hammad Aslam. The brutality
of the killings — ‘the victims had
their throats slit after a pro-
longed knife-point torture —
terrorised residents of Har-
wan’s isolated hamlets, most of
which are at considerable dis-
tances from the nearest police
or military facilities.

Photograph on Page 12
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Beirut, Dec. 12 (Reuters): A
car bomb Kkilled Lebanese
newspaper magnate and anti-
Syrian lawmaker Gebran
Tueni in Beirut today, a day
after he returned from Paris
where he had based himself in
recent months out of fear of
assassination.

Several Lebanese politi-
cians immediately blamed
Syria, which denied any role
and said the killing was timed
to smear it.

Police said Tueni, publish-
er of An-Nahar daily, was am-
ong four people Killed in the
explosion that destroyed his
armoured sports utility vehi-
cle as it was driving in the
Mekalis area of mainly Chris-
tian east Beirut. Some 32 peo-
ple were wounded.

The bodies of Tueni, 48, his
driver and a bodyguard were
found in his car, charred be-
yond recognition. Assault ri-

rla baron kl]led

Gebran Tueni

fles and military bags lay be-
side them inside the vehicle.
A previously unknown
group calling itself “Strug-
glers for the Unity and Free-
dom of the Levant” claimed
responsibility for the killing

AV 01\/‘ Y-
ina stateme t saying the sa-
me fate awaited other oppon-
ents of “Arabism” in Lebanon.

There was no way to verify
the authenticity of the claim.
Some observers suggested the
wording could be designed to
cast suspicion on Damascus.

Security sources said a
parked car packed with up to
100 kg of dynamite was deto-
nated by remote control as
Tueni’s car passed by. Tueni’s
car was hurled from the road
and landed in a different street
dozens of metres away.

“I heard a deafening explo-
sion and when I looked up I
saw a car flying in the air,” one
passerby said.

Tueni was Killed just hours
before the UN Security Coun-
cil was due to receive a report
by chief UN investigator
Detlev Mehlis, who has been
trying to identify those behind
the February 14 assassination

of former Lebanese Prime
Minister Rafik al-Hariri.

An interim report by
Mehlis said the evidence poi-
nted towards the involvement
of Syrian officials and their
Lebanese allies in Hariri's
killing. Syria denies this.

“This gives a new reason
for our insistence on knowing
the truth about who assassina-
ted... Hariri and all martyrs...
and to bring the criminals to
an international tribunal,”
Hariri’s son Saad, an MP, said.

Greek Orthodox churches
in Beirut rang their bells and
supporters gathered outside
An-Nahar offices, near the site
of mass protests that followed
Hariri’s murder.

Hariri’s death transform-
ed Lebanon's political landsc-
ape, sparking a global outcry
and Lebanese protests that for-
ced Syria to pull its troops out
of Lebanon after 29 years.
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g Taliban killing calls for W‘@\\\
fresh approach to terror

WO-YEAR-OLD Akshay’s vocabulary now includes the word
Taliban; his father Maniappan, a driver with the Border
Roads Organisation, is the latest victim of the terror group
operating in Afghanistan and Pakistan. The macabre and
abominable killing raises fundamental questions about
tackling terror in a world which is under threat from ideologies
of hatred and violence. Much has been said about the diabolic
politics of the Taliban. Yet, this ragtag army of Islamists, '
energised by misplaced conceptions of faith and morality,
continues to be a threat to Afghanistan’s democratically
elected government and agencies involved in rebuilding its
economy. Pakistan, an ally of the US in the war on terror,
views the Taliban as a useful tool to exercise power in Kabul.
Maniappan was a soft target in this immoral but inescapable
game of international diplomacy. The BRO is building a road
in north-west Afghanistan that will open a new trade route
and severely curtail the leverage Pakistan has over business
in the region owing to its control over Kabul’s access to ports.
India will have to devise new strategies to ensure that its
involvement in Afghanistan is not held hostage to the designs
of Islamabad or the Taliban. :
New Delhi should realise that excessive dependence on
the Kabul bureaucracy to deliver in situations like the i
kidnapping and murder of Maniappan is misplaced. Informal
channels of negotiation have to be opened even with !
kidnappers to ensure that Indian citizens do not become soft :
targets. New Delhi should refrain from using its friendly '
relations with the Karzai regime to score diplomatic brownie
points with Islamabad. It suits our economic interests to :
gain the trust of Pakistan regarding our ties with i
Afghanistan. This will also help us to use Islamabad’s good
offices to rein in the Taliban and other such outfits, which
will continue to exploit the absence of the state in large
parts of Afghanistan. Simultaneously, New Delhi should
take the initiative to bring all foreign agencies involved in
aid and reconstruction in Afghanistan on a single platform,
so that crimes against them are fought together. Such
internationalism will help to build pressure not only on
terror outfits, but even governments that covertly back them.
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54 die in Iraq mosque
( \Lfr», SlliCide Strike N

Baghdad, Nov. 18 (Reuters):
Two suicide bombers killed at
least 54 people when they blew
themselves up inside two
crowded Shia mosques in the
northeastern Iragi town of
Khanagin today, police said.

A member of the local
council said the death toll

could exceed 100 after
bombers attacked the
mosques during Friday

prayers, destroying the build-
ings. Another blast was re-
ported near a bank in the
town, police said

Ibrahim Ahmed Bajalan, a
member of the Diyala provin-
cial council, said the destruc-
tion was so bad that many bod-
ies were trapped in the rubble
and couldn’t be easily extract-
ed. “I think there are more
than 100 people dead,” he said.
Police and Kurdish political
officials put the death toll at
54, with 62 wounded, but said
the toll could rise.

The attacks in Khanagqin, a
mixed Shia and Kurdish town
northeast of Baghdad near the
border with Iran, seemed cer-
tain to fuel sectarian tensions
ahead of a December 15 elec-
tion that Washington hopes
will pave the way for peace and
democracy two and a half
years after the US-led inva-
sion.

The Shia- and Kurdish-led
government and its US back-
ers are fighting a mainly

Tii-
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Sunni insurgency that has fre-
quently targeted civilians in
crowded places.

Police said the bombers en-
tered the small mosques in
Khanaqin with explosive belts
strapped to their waists and
detonated themselves when
the buildings were at their
busiest.

Zarqawi defence

Al Qaida in Iraq’s leader Abu
Mussab al-Zarqawi said in an
Internet audiotape today that
the group did not intend to tar-
get Muslim wedding parties in
deadly bomb attacks in Jordan
last week.

In the tape, Zarqawi de-
fended the suicide blasts on
three hotels saying al Qaida
had inside information that
they were home to US and Is-
raeli intelligence agencies.

A woman cries as she ‘
receives treatment after the
blasts in Baghdad. (Reuters)
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UN chief for
abuse probe

Geneva, Nov. 18 (Reuters): UN
human rights chief Louise
Arbour today called for an in-
ternational probe into Iraqi
jails after accusations of seri-
ous abuse of detainees at a se-
cret interior ministry deten-
tion centre.

The Iraqi government has
already promised to investi-
gate the discovery in a min-
istry bunker this week of 173
malnourished and, in some
cases, badly beaten men and
teenagers, some of whom
showed signs of having been
tortured.

But a government probe
might not be enough given
the high international con-
cern, the UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights
said. A probe should cover all
Iraqi detention centres be-
cause of the rising number of
people being picked up in
mass security and military
operations, Arbour added.
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Pak has broken
~the back of"

Islamabad: 'S 1stan
President Mushantaf has
said Islamic terrorists in
Pakistan are on the run
and will never be able to
take over the country.

In an interview to a TV
channel, Musharraf said
the success of Pakistan’s
anti-terrorist campaign
had eliminated terrorist
threat to the country and
extremists would never be
able to take over a “moder-
ate” Pakistan. “One can-
not guarantee. 100% the
safety of US hotels in Pak-
istan. But I say for sure
that in the last year and a
haif there hasn’t been a
terrorist attack in Pak-
istan because of the suc-
cess of our anti-terrorist
campaign. We have bro-
ken most of the gangs and
terrorist organisations.
They are on the run in the
cities, they are almost
neutralised,” he claimed.

Speaking of the recent
attack on Amman, he said,
such .an incident would
not happen in Pakistan.
“Radicals, or the religious
parties, have gone down in
their support substantial-

THe o000 o OF

ly. There is no doubt in my
mind whatsoever that this
country is a moderate
country and moderate
forces have reasserted
themselves and religious
forces have gone down,”

terr%rlsts Gen

he said, adding that ex-

tremists were a “small
force” and the country
was “united to fight
against them”.

Claiming that Pakistan
was winning its battle
against extremists, espe-
cially in its Afghan border,
he said, “We are operating

against them in the moun-™

tains and are succeeding
there too. I think since the
assassination attempt on
me, we certainly are win-
ning. We have them on the
run and we have broken
their organlsatlonal abili-

ty within Pakistan.” agencies
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TNN AND AGENCIES

Mumbai/New Delhi: Under-
world don Abu Salem has “ad-
mitted his role” in carrying out
the 1993 serial bomb blasts in
Mumbai, a senior CBI official
said in Mumbai on Sunday
even as the gangster’s lawyer
in Delhi rubbished all such al-
leged confessions by Salem.

“Salem has accepted that his
role was that of supplier of
arms and ammunition,” the of-
ficial said. Salem was ‘fairly co-
operative’, DIG (STF) CBI O P
Chatwal said but refused to di-
vulge anything further. “Our
focus (of questioning) is on the
1993 blasts,” he said.

Chatwal also refused to say
whether Salem had revealed
his links with any politician or
Bollywood personalities.

A media report has claimed
that Salem had named some
prominent personalities dur-
ing the interrogation, but Chat-
wal said he would not comment
on that. On the whereabouts of
Dawood Ibrahim, Chatwal said
no question was put to Salem
in that regard. “Anyway every-
body knows where Dawood is,
where is the need to ask
Salem?” Chatwal added.

Apart from the eight cases,
for which the government has
obtained the Portugese govern-
ment’s consent for extraditing
the gangster, there is another
passport forgery matter for
which Salem’s extradition was
sought, Chatwal said.

Salem had obtained the
forged passport in the name of
Danish Beg, while his girl-
friend Monica Bedi had used
the name Fujia Usman for her
fake passport, Chatwal in-
formed.

Meanwhile Salem’s lawyer
told a news channel in Delhi:
“We have already filed an ap-
plication that Abu Salem does

‘7 not want to make any confes-
ion...So there is no question
it.”

Salem ‘confesses’ role
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93 blasts

UP IN ARMS: Bajrang Dal activists demanding death sentence for Abu Salem in Bhopal

What can they try Salem for?

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: He is behind bars, and
the Mumbai police is confident
about keeping him there for a long
time. The CBI has chosen to play it
safe by focusing on a set of cases, in-
cluding the serial blasts and the
murders of Pradip Jain and Ajit De-
wani, where they think they have a
good chance of nailing him. The
Mumbai police, however, have no
such reservations. Throwing the
net wide, they are diggingup dirt on
30 incidents involving Abu Salem,
ranging from kidnapping and ex-
tortion to assault and murder.

A buoyant senior Mumbai police
official said, “We are certain of get-
ting his conviction in all the cases
pending against him for trial in
Mumbai.” To show that they mean
business, the police has begun
drawing up a list of witnesses to be
called in to testify (see page 2).
Clearly, the Mumbai  police  has
started the groundwork to seek
Salem’s custody. The CBI, though,
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may not share the cops’ enthusiasm.

As per the extradition terms,
Salem may not even be brought to
trial for the sensational Gulshan
Kumar murder. Ironically, it was
the killing of the music baron that
confirmed his reputation as a dead-
ly extortionist who would stop at
nothing. But as it stands, it was not
among the cases put up in the ex-
tradition proposal to the Union
home ministry.

CBI sources revealed that Salem
was handed over on November 10
on the basis of eight cases pre-

 _sented before the Lisbon court,

three of which are the CBI’s. The
serial bomb blast case is one
of these. The other two cases filed
by the CBI are passport offences,
one in Hyderabad and the other in
Lucknow. Plus, there are three ex-
tortion cases registered with
the Delhi police and the Ajit De-
wani and Pradeep Jain murders in
Mumbai.

> Don's retum puts Priya in a spot, P 3
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Iraqi team behind Amman

blasts, says Al-Qaed

d..~"
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120 persons, mainly Iraqis and Jordanians, arr sted in manhunt

Atul Aneja

DUBAL: Four Iraqis including a

woman carried out the deadly
bombings of three luxury hotels
in Amman, the Al-Qaeda in Iraq
has said.

Inastatement posted over the
Internet, it claimed that “The
group charged with planning,
preparing and implementing
was made up of three men: com-
manders Abu Khabib, Abu Muaz
and Abu Omaira. Their fourth
was the venerable sister Om
Omaira.” The Al-QaedainIraqis

led by Jordanian born militant &,

Abu Musab Al-Zarqawi.

Jordanian investigators say .

they have found the remains of
three bombers and were piecing
the bodies together to carry out
identification of the assailants
and for collecting DNA samples.
Police have so far arrested at
least 120 persons, mainly Iraqgis

and Jordanians, as part of a na- *

tionwide manhunt.

Shocked by the scale of the
attacks, Jordanians held mourn-
ing prayers on Friday for the vic-
tims of the attacks.

Earlier candlelit vigils were

held at the three hotels — the
Grand Hyatt, Radisson and Days

Inn, where the bombers had

struck on Wednesday night.

Jordanian authorities were
still in the process of identifying
the dead.

0il experts

Irag’s Oil Ministry has said
three of its experts had died in
the explosions and a fourth had
been injured.

In figures released on Friday,
officials said the dead included
38 Jordanians, many of Palesti-
nian descent, four Iragis, an Is-

paeli-Arab, four Palestinians,

three Chinese, a Qatari and one
Lebanese.

On Thursday night, the US.
embassy in Amman said that two

YEARNING FOR PEACE: Thousands of demonstrators take part in an anti-terrorism
rally, after prayers, in the wake of Wednesday blasts in Amman
on Friday. - PHOTO: AP

Americans had been killed and
four wounded in the attacks.

It was not clear whether that
figure included the filmmaker
Mustapha Akkad and his daugh-

IPL f“x. «,jﬂ}

ter Rima. Al-Jazeera television
has reported that a convoy car-
rying the bodies of four officials
from the Palestinian Authority
killed in the explosions has ar-

12 NGY

rived in Ramallah.

U.N. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan, who had postponed his
visit following the blasts, has ar-
rived in the Jordanian capital.
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Wedding joy

‘Body parts were scgﬂe[ed all over the haliroom,

S
4

AGENCE France-Presse, |’ RS -
Amman, November 10 % L (\ .

MINUTES BEFORE a suicide bomber blew
himself up in the grand ballroom of the lux-
ury Radisson SAS in Amman, a joyous wed-
ding reception was in full swing.

The bride and groom were making their
grand entrance surrounded by women ulu-
lating the traditional shrill calls of celebra-
tions while the ele-
gant guests swayed .
to the sounds of Foreigners dead
tambourines.

The unsuspect-
ing group failed to

B Atleastone
American was

notice one man killed and two were
who managed to wounded

elude the parked g paghter of Syrian
police car outs;de film director

the hotel, making  \ostafa Akkad
his way into the was Killed ’

ballroom wearing
an explosives belt
under his clothes.

Within seconds  and two others
the festive wedding ~ wounded
turned into a mas- g Three Chinese
sacre. “Ilost my fa-  pationais were
ther and my father-  jjled
in-law on my wed-
ding night,” the
groom Ashraf Mohammad said. “The world
has to know that this has nothing to do with
Islam”, he said.

“I was in the lobby when it happened.
There was panic all around me, people were
running, screaming,” a young man said. “I
ran into the ballroom and there amidst the
debris the wedding cake stood miraculously
in one piece. I was stunned,” he added.

Jordanian MP Awdeh Qawass who toured
the Radisson after the attack described the
scene as “horrible”. “Body parts were scat-
tered all over the ballroom,” he said.

Police, ambulances and civil defence
teams rushed to the Radisson just as a sec-
ond blast rocked the nearby luxury Grand
Hyatt hotel. A short while later a third blast
shook the three-star Days Inn hotel, located
near the Israeli embassy, in the Rabiyeh
neighbourhood of west Amman.

& An Indonesian
musician was killed
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DOOMED BLISS Ashraf Mohamed al-Akhras and bride Nadia al-Alami arrive minutes before the blast at the hotel for their reception.
The bride and the groom both lost their father.

turns into tragedy

but the cake was still in one piece’

AFP
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Suicide-hombers
kill at least
33 in Baghdad

ASSOCIATED Press
Baghdad, November 10

TWO SUICIDE bombers deto-
nated themselves near a
restaurant frequented by
Baghdad police, killing at
least 33 people and seriously
injuring 19, police said.

The bombers struck at
about 9.45 am, when officers
usually stop by the restaurant
for breakfast. Police Maj. Ab-
del-Hussein Minsef said three
police officers and six civil-
ians were killed in the blast
and 24 others injured, among
them 20 civilians.

The blasts came just before
British Foreign Secretary
Straw was expected in the
country for a meeting with
Prime Minister Ibrahim al-
Jaafari, the prime minister’s
office said.

Samiya Mohammed, a
housewife who lives nearby,
said she rushed outside when
she heard the explosion.

“I went out to see the restau-
rant heavily damaged. There
was bodies, mostly civilians,
and blood everywhere inside
the place. This is a criminal
act that only targeted and hurt
innocent people having their
breakfast,” she said.

There were no Americans
in the area, she said. “I do not
understand why most of the
time it is the Iraqgis who are
killed,” she added.

A car bomber in Saddam
Hussein’'s  hometown  of
Tikrit, 80 miles north of
Baghdad, detonated his vehi-

REUTERS
A man outside a hospital in Iraq
mourns for a family member
who was killed in the blast.

cle in the middle of a group of
men outside an Iragi army re-
cruiting center, killing five,
police Capt. Adnan Ali said.

US troops in western Iraq
killed two al-Qaida in Iraq
leaders during an operation
against a town on the Syrian
border, a military statement
said Thursday.

US and Iragi forces have
been carrying out a large oper-
ation in the town of Husaybah, -
on the Syrian border about 2
miles west of Baghdad.
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DEATH AND DESTRUCTION: Bodies lie strewn outside

(REPORT ON PAGE 18)

% Thursday. Fifty-seven people, including foreigners,
|

| Special Correspondent

NEW DELMI: The former President,
‘ K.R. Narayanan, was cremated
' here on Thursday evening with
i full state honours in the pres-

ence of his family and a galaxy of
| leaders, including his successor
| AP.J. Abdul Kalam, Vice-Presi-
| dent Bhairon Singh Shekhawat
and Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh.

As the sun set, the mortal re-
i mains of Mr. Narayanan were
‘ consigned to the flames amid the
| chanting of an all-religion
prayer and a 21-gun salute. The

last rites were performed by his

Narayanan cremated with tull

3.30 p.m. in the presence of Mr.
nephew P.V. Bama,cﬁﬁangirqn jng{ffganmfs family, Governors
n’s S.M

the presence of Mr. Narayanan’s
daughters, Chitra and Amrita, at
Ekta Sthal. This is adjacent to
Shantivan, the memorial of his
mentor Jawaharlal Nehruon the
banks of the Yamuna.

Draped in the national trico-
lour, the body was brought to
Ekta Sthal on a flower-bedecked
gun carriage from Kapurthala
House, where it had been kept
since morning to facilitate the
public to pay homage.

The body was brought out of
the building as the clock struck

S.M. Krishna (Maharashtra) and
Gopalkrishna Gandhi (West
Bengal), the three Service chiefs
and many people who had come
to offer their last respects. As the
body was placed on the gun car-
riage and taken out, people lin-
ing the route to the cremation
ground caught a final glimpse of
the leader.

In Kapurthala House, as the
body lay in state, the quiet digni-
ty associated with Mr. Naraya-
nan was the order of the day as
common people joined the

11 Nav 2005

the Days Inn hotel in Amman, capital of Jordan, after a terror attack early on
have been killed in the attacks on three hotels in the city. - PHOTO: REUTERS

country’s top leadership and the

diplomatic community. .iQ. pay
homage and offer condolences

to his family. His wife Usha Na-

rayanan — herself in failing

health - visited Kapurthala

House briefly. Her daughters re-

mained there throughout.

Soon after the body was
brought to Kapurthala House
from the Army Research and Re-
ferral Hospital, where Mr. Na-
rayanan died on Wednesday, the
President, the Vice-President
and the Prime Minister paid
homage. The other dignitaries
included Lok Sabha Speaker

state honours

Somnath Chatterjee, the former
Prime Ministers, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, LK. Gujral and V.P.
Singh, and Congress president
Sonia Gandhi.

Kerala Chief Minister Oom-
men Chandy and Revenue Min-
ister KM. Mani remained
throughout and joined the fu-
neral procession. The Kottayam
district panchayat president,
Thomas Kunnapally, and the
Uzhavoor gram panchayat vice-
president, Abraham Mathew,
from Mr. Narayanan’s village,
placed wreaths sent by Mr. Na-

rayanan’s siblings. /
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Combating terrorism with technology

(

CAUGHT IN THE TECHNO-WEB

Technological innovations are now being
deployed to help governments and agen-
cies track the movements and intent of

terrorists
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he mind of a errorlst

In the fight against terror, we need increased psychological profiling

prised many of the officers who in-
stinctively thought of the bombers as
brave. “But this is the only crime where
the perpetrator does not confront his
victim,” Mitra pointed out. “The vic-

ADITYA Sinha
New Delhi

OST TERRORISTS, through
their acts, seek to “wage war

MRranhir lai
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SHREEVATSA Nevatia ' =~ = =
New Delhi

INCE SEPTEMBER 11, U.S. researchers
have been working around the clock to
identify vulnerabilities in the U.S. military
and intelligence systems and develop de-
fences against them. With increased gov-
ernment funding, technological advances unimag-
inable only a few years ago are now a reality for
those on the front lines. Listed herein are some of
the technological breakthroughs that have been
made:

Fingerprint identification

Available at all 136 Border Patrol stations around
the United States, IAFIS and IDENT are two bio-
metric ID systems that offer complete, comple-
mentary coverage to identify, accurately and ir-
refutably, anyone apprehended by a Border Patrol
agent. They record identities based upon unique
physical characteristics like photographs and fin-
gerprints. But where IDENT (short for Automated
Biometric Identification system) only scans a sub-
ject’s two index fingerprints, IAFIS (an abbrevia-
tion of Integrated Automated Fingerprint Identifi-
cation System) scans and records all ten, thereby
proving to be a more reliable identifier.
www.cbp.gov

IEES/C3 makes transportation safer

New York’s Metropolitan Transportation Authori-
ty has recently beefed up its security system by
adding 1,000 surveillance cameras and 3,000 sen-
sors. This new security system is called IESS/C3
(Integrated Electronic Security System, Com-
mand, Communication and Control) and is expect-
ed to provide enhanced monitoring, surveillance,
access control, intrusion detection and response
capabilities. C3 centres are to be part of an inte-
grated incident response and recovery manage-
ment system, across the MTA's network

Rhex, the robotic superhero

Researchers at the Defense Advanced Research
Projects Agency (DARPA), the Pentagon’s “techno-
logical engine”, have been studying insects and
Rhex, the DARPA robot with legs, is one result of
this groundbreaking research. This prototype has
the ability to run over rough terrain, and even
swim. Researchers’ next goal is to furnish Rhex
with gecko-like feet, enabling it to climb walls and
ceilings. Eventually, Rhex will have a camera and
biochemical sensors to detect substances in the at-
mosphere. By developing a robot like Rhex, that
can venture into areas unsafe for humans and
alert its human counterparts to the presence of
dangerous biological agents, researchers hope to
circumvent both military and civilian casualties.
www.iwar.org.uk

Biomimetric and other technologies

Experts at the Ohio research and development lab,
Battelle Memorial Institute, identified biomimet-
rics as one of the top 10 innovations to be used in
the war on terrorism by 2014. Biomimetrics de-
scribes a class of biological and chemical sensors
that mimic nature in their ability to detect weapons
of mass destruction. Companies may develop sen-
sors that incorporate the bomb-sniffing abilities of
dogs. Other innovations identified include:
Proactive intelligence technology - By using com-
puter-based data fusion, modelling and simulation
technologies, agencies will be able to better antici-
pate terror attacks and head them off. Advanced
language translation software will also help track
terrorist communication.

Non-invasive imaging - So-called terahertz radia-
tion, or T-rays, will allow anti-terror agencies to
examine the contents of shipping containers with-
out opening them or disturbing their contents.
Space, air, land and sea monitoring - Geospatial in-
telligence technology will improve to include the
earth’s seas, which will help improve security by
monitoring vessels.

USRS X SNSRI SO PRSP

Tackling forensm problems

Ashok Das
Hyderabad

ITHIN HOURS of the Lon-
don Underground explo-
sions on the 7th of July this
year, the Metropolitan Police
had begun the painstaking process of
gathering forensic evidence at the

ARYA PRAHARAJ
ATTACKING THE COMMON MAN:
Social chaos engineered by outcasts

against the State”. But the per-
sons who planned and executed
the 29/10 blasts were not looking to target
the armed forces or our political class;
they were distinctly looking to hit the av-
erage Indian.

“The bombers were probably loners
and non-confrontational types who
thought they’d be wiping the smile off
the face of the average Indian shopper,”
says psychologist Rajat Mitra, who has
interviewed and profiled bombers in Ti-
har jail. “Who they select is very impor-
tant to figure out what kind of resent-
ments they harbour.”

Though psychological profiling is de
rigueur for criminal investigators in
America, in India there are no re-
sources put into this effort, and health
professionals like Mitra come upon this
work just by chance. Mitra and his NGO
Swanchetan, for instance, were profil-
ing sex offenders for the police when
they came across Kashmiri bombers in
Tihar jail.

What he told police officials during a
recent lecture is that bombers could be
characterised as “cowardly”. This sur-

tims are random.”

The bombing is probably the most ex-
citing event in a terrorist’s otherwise
humdrum lives, and many hang around
at the scene of the crime to take in the
scenes of chaos and terror. “That’s why
in the West, police take pictures of
crowds at the scene and look for clues in
the faces,” says Mitra.

He felt that most bombers would not
be physically prominent, as their task
entailed their blending into a crowd.
“But they would be people of above av-
erage mtelhgence to plan out and exe-
cute such an act,” he says.

The other surprising thing is that
though bombers don’t tell their families.
what they’re up to, when they’ve done
the bombing, they are usually heroes to
their families, mohallas, and organisa-
tions. “This is an incentive for them,”
says Mitra. “No one they know con-
demns their actions.”

Mitra adds, however, that pohce in-
vestigations would benefit if more re-
sources and health professionals were
devoted to terrorist profiling in India.
“We are way, way behind,” 1.~ laments.

scenes in a bid to determine who was
behind the blasts. The evidence found
helped not only in identifying the vic-
tims through their DNA code, but also
to determine the kind of materials
used by the bombers to carry out this
vicious attack. A week after the 29/10
attacks, the Delhi police have not been
able to make any major break-
throughs. Their lack of forensic ex-
pertise is perhaps the cause for their
snail-like progress.

A top scientist, who works at the
Andhra Pradesh forensic lab (and does
not want to be named because of govt.
regulations), lists some of the causes
that ail our police forces and offers
some solutions to the forensic problem:

W Every policeman, during the initial
training period is imparted training in
forensic skills. But that knowledge is
not updated subsequently. As a result
the police are not tuned to the emerg-
ing threat perceptions and new ways of
investigatirfg such situations. Hence
top priority should be given to train-
ing.

Thai police forensic officers examine the site where a homb exploded at the com-
pound of the Manager Publishing group on Thursday night in Bangkok, Thailand.

® [t cannot be expected that each and
every policeman or woman would be
an expert in forensic techniques. For
this one needs the right attitude and
the skills need fine tuning over long
periods of trial and error. Therefore
there is need for constituting special
teams for forensic investigations.

M Few states have full fledged bomb
disposal squads. Even if such squads
are there its doubtful if they have the
equipment. We need more resources,

more vehicles, the latest in computer
technology and sophisticated eaves-
dropping devices.

B Contractors executing irrigation
projects, companies that specialise in
the drilling of wells and coalmines
across the nation use explosives to
break rocks, etc. It is seen that explo-
sives are diverted from these sources
by extremists and terrorists. A close
monitoring of the users can reduce the
possibilities of future terror attacks.



The Lashkar-e-Taiba, in theory and practice
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YING IN his hospital bed in Srinagar’s

Government Medical College, recover-

ing from bullet injuries which ripped

apart his upper body, Manzoor Ahmad
Chilloo evokes pity. Fear, to those who know his
story, would seem a more appropriate senti-
ment. Last year, the student of medicine had
been a central figure in a Lashkar-e-Taiba oper-
ation to attack the Mumbai Stock Exchange us-
ing a car-bomb. Had the operation succeeded,
the death toll might well have made the carnage
caused by last week’s bombings in Delhi appear
trivial.

Much commentary on the bombings has char-
acterised them as a renewal of the Lashkar-e-
Taijba’s pan-India war — a break with an overall
de-escalation seen during the recent deepening
of the India-Pakistan détente process. Such a
representation is misplaced. Despite the grow-
ing vigour of the India-Pakistan dialogue, the
Islamist jihadhas continued apace. Fewin India,
however, understand the full scale and intensity
of the Lashkar’s operations — or the hatred that
drives them.

Chilloo’s story gives some insight into the
workings of the Lashkar’s pan-India operations.
A long-time Lashkar operative, Chilloo was de-
tained by the Jammu and Kashmir Police in
2002 on suspicion of ferrying funds to the terror
group but was released without charge. He sub-
sequently moved to Pune to pursue studies in
medicine. Much of his time, however, was spent
on building up a pool of contacts for the Lashkar,
drawing on young Pune residents who had been
active in the proscribed Students Islamic Move-
ment of India.

In early 2004, Chilloo was contacted by the
Srinagar-area Lashkar commander Shahid Ah-
mad, a Pakistani national who operated using
the code-name ‘“Zulv’. First sent to Jammu and
Kashmir to coordinate a joint assassination
squad set up by the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen and
Lashkar, Ahmad’s operation successes led to his
being made responsible for operations outside of
the State. He turned now to Chilloo, who already
had a cell in place.

Praveen Swami  _. -7 (v~
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Last week’s bombings in New Delhi necessitate
a clear understanding of what the terrorist group
wants — and what it will do to achieve its ends.

A carefully-crafted Intelligence Bureau oper-
ation — which also led to the controversial elim-
ination of a woman Lashkar operative, Ishrat
Jehan Raza, in an encounter in Ahmedabad —
eventually led to the detection and exposure of
the ‘Zulu’ cell. Chilloo himself, however, re-
mained at large until he was injured in the
course of the attempted assassination of a Srina-
gar-based politician earlier this year. If the
chance firefight had not led to his capture, Chill-
0o might well have been involved in the net-
works that carried out the Delhi bombings.

Similar networks have been active over the
last two decades. All of them trace their ancestry
to three key operatives — Abdul Karim ‘Tunda,’
Jalees Ansari, and Azam Ghauri. All Indian na-
tionals, the three were recruited by the Lashkar
after the demolition of the Babri Masjid. Many
others soon joined them, often individuals with
SIMI connections. Among them was Amir Hash-
im, a New Delhi resident who carried out a series
of bombings in Delhi, Rohtak, and Jalandhar in
1996 and 1997. Growing numbers of Pakistani
nationals, such as Mohammad Salim Junaid,
Amir Khan, and Abdul Sattar, also participated
directly in the Lashkar’s pan-India operations
from 1998.

In 2003, both the Lashkar and the Jaish-e-
Mohammad attempted to set up cells to draw on
the anger of Gujarat Muslims after the state-
organised communal pogrom that tore apart
their lives the previous year. Neither organisa-
tion had great success — most Indian Muslims
seem to believe democratic institutions can ad-
dress their grievances — but if the Lashkar did
execute the Delhi serial bombings, it more likely
than not drew on the services of local supporters
recruited from regional Islamist groups.

What does the Lashkar want?
Tempting as it might be to see the Lashkar’s

U ooy

operations as driven by revenge — against com-
munal violence or the conviction of operatives
involved in earlier terrorist strikes — its ob-
jectives are more elemental.

Just last month, the Lashkar served public
notice of its intentions. In its September 23
issue, the Lashkar-affiliated magazine Ghazwa
editorially called for a renewal of Pakistani state
support for the jihad in Jammu and Kashmir.
India, it claimed, was working to divide Pakista-
ni society by “cunningly using the slogan of
friendship,” while at once supporting forces hos-
tile to it in Baluchistan and Afghanistan. Ghazwa
demanded that President Musharraf admit that
the détente process had given Pakistan nothing
and work instead “to fortify the jihad.”

Of arguments that continued support for jihad
imposed unacceptable costs upon Pakistan,
Ghazwa was dismissive. “Now is the right time
for Pakistan to support the jihad in Kashmir,” it
said, “because America has entangled herself in
the wars of Iraq and Afghanistan and in addition
is suffering from severe afflictions like Katrina
and Rita.” “Pakistan should remember,” the
magazine asserted, “that even a so-called super-
power like the United States has been badly
worn at the hands of the mujahideen. Remember
what happened to the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics and then think about India: how can it
resist the jihad?”

Understanding the Lashkar position requires
an engagement with its core position: that the
Jjihadin Jammu and Kashmir is not a battle over
territory, but a part of an irreducible conflict
between Islam and unbelief. Committed to the
eventual creation of a caliphate that would rule
over all the world’s Muslims, the Lashkar asserts
that a jihad-without-end must continue “until
Islam, as a way of life, dominates the whole
world and until Allal’s law is enforced every-
where in the world.” As the noted scholar of
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Islam Yoginder Sikand perceptively pointed out,
the Lashkar’s vision of Islam is one that leads it
to represent the Quran itself as a manifesto for
Jjihad.

Indian rule in Jammu and Kashmir is, in this
construction, necessarily evil and oppressive,
because “the Hindus have no compassion in
their religion.” “In fact,” Hafiz Mohammed
Saeed who heads Markaz Dawa wal’Irshad, a
seminary which runs a massive network of char-
itable and educational institutions in Pakistan,
had declared some years ago, “the Hindu is a
mean enemy and the proper way to deal with
him is the one adopted by our forefathers, who
crushed them by force.” India is, in turn, part of
just a global system of oppression that must be
overthrown by force. As the Lashkar spokesper-
son Nazir Ahmad bluntly stated: “through the
jihad that the mujahideen have launched in
Kashmir, Islam will become dominant all over
the world.”

Not surprisingly, some Lashkar-affiliated
leaders have operated in Iraq and the United
Kingdom; cells have also been detected in the
United States. Despite considerable global pres-
sure on Pakistan to dismantle the Lashkar, its
infrastructure is largely intact. After British in-
vestigators found that terrorists involved in the
recent bombings of the London Underground
had visited Lashkar facilities, little doubt was
left that its activities posed a global threat. Yet
the Lashkar’s fundraising activities, as well as
the recruitment of personnel and the military
training of cadre, continue apace under the Mar-
kaz Dawa banner. All of this begs the obvious
question: why?

Facing the future

Analysts offer several possible answers to the
question. One explanation might be that the tail
wags the dog: that Pakistan’s President simply
does not have enough support within his mil-
itary to act against those it gave birth to during
the Afghan jihad and is tied to by links of ideol-
ogy and faith. Another plausible theory, advocat-
ed amongst others by the scholar and academic
Husain Haggani, is that continued jihadistactiv-
ity suits General Musharraf, allowing him to
represent himself to the world as the last line of
defence against an Islamist coup.

Either way, the Delhi bombings have once
again made clear a stark fact: as long as terrorist
groups possess the capabilities to carry out vio-
lent acts, they will sooner or later use what is
available. Given past experience, it is unlikely
that the tragedy in Delhi will force General
Musharraf to change course. In key senses,
Ghazwa is right: the U.S. is too preoccupied with
events in Iraq and Afghanistan, and too depend-
ent on Pakistani support for its counter-terror-
ism campaign, to make Jammu and
Kashmir-related developments a central policy
concern. ’

Without dispute, the Lashkar is well-posi-
tioned to capitalise on the situation. Set up with
the support of Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelli-
gence and Osama bin-Laden aide Abdullah
Azam, the Lashkar has emerged as an organisa-
tion of global reach, largely untouched by the
U.S.” war against terrorism. Part of a sprawling
political empire, the Lashkar is the armed wing
of the Markaz Dawa. Although the Markaz de-
nies it has any connection with the Lashkar, the
claim has been debunked by a large mass of
media investigation and scholarly work.

It is not, of course, as if the Lashkar is the sole
suspect in the Delhi serial bombings: others have
demonstrated both the intent and capability
needed to strike across India in the past. Bilal
Beig’s Jammu and Kashmir Islamic Front,
which bombed Delhi’s Lajpat Nagar market in
1996, has been showing signs of revival in recent
months. Both the Jaish-e-Mohammad and the
Hizb-ul-Mujahideen have carried out oper-
ations outside of Jammu and Kashmir in the
past. Yet given the strength of its infrastructure
and its deep links with Pakistan’s military estab-
lishment, it is without doubt the principal ter-
rorist threat to India today. Abdul Karim Tunda,
the Lashkar founding father in India, has been
spotted more than once at the Jamaat ud-Dawa
campus at Muridke, near Lahore. If Pakistan is
serious about ending the Lashkar’s war against
India, it could start by handing him over for ty
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Lashkar, the emergmg

face of glbbal terror

By Aarti Tikoo Singh/TNN

Jammu: Lashkar-e-Taiba,
which is the primary suspect
in the devastating serial
bomb blasts in New Delhi,
has close links with the glob-
al terrorist outfit Al-Qaeda,
besides Palestinian terrorist
outfit Hamas.

Though banned, it has not
only managed to execute its
violent activities but also
succeeded in working in tan-
dem with Al-Qaeda and
Hamas, according highly-
placed sources in the Intelli-
gence Bureau

base in Ja mu and Kashmir
in early 1990s and has suc-
ceeded in establishing its
modules in all Indian states
which have substantial pop-
ulation of Muslims.

These modules comprise
well educated computer lit-
erate and sharp Sunni Mus-
lim boys between 20 to 30
years, as per reliable sources
in Intelligence Bureau (IB).
Only Sunnis are recruited
because the group propa-
gates Sunni Wahabism, the
pan-Islamic doctrine. The In-
dian Muslim members of
Lashkar are never promoted

activities in India.
According to sources, the
commander who looks after
operations outside J&K is
code named Muzaamil Bhai.
He sits in Pakistan. It was
Muzaamil Bhai who had ap-
pointed Abu Andan alias Bi-
lal Bhai of Pakistan to carry
out operations in Delhi and
others parts of India. Bilal
Bhai was however Kkilled by
Delhi Police at Nizamuddin
in 2002. He was succeeded by
Shahid Bhai, who took over
as the operational chief for
terrorist activities outside
J&K. Zahid Chowdhary took

Curious onlookers at the blast site in Sarojini Nagar which was cordoned off by secunty

“We have strong inputs
that the cadres, ammunition
and funds are shared by Al-
Qaeda with LeT,” a top intel-
ligence officer told TOL

According to a senior state
police officer, Lashkar is a
sister or an ally of Al-Qaeda
because ideologically and
nature wise they are alike.
Both seek rule of Nizam-e-
Mustafa in the world.
Lashkar, according to the in-
telligence sources was born
out of the forces that fought
in Afghanistan against Rus-
sians in 1980s. The success in
Afghanistan had also given
confidence to Pakistan that
had the expertise to create
terrorists and it was in 1983
alone that Markaz-e-Dawa-
ul-Irshad set up its terrorist
wing Lashkar-e-Taiba to es-
tablish pan-Islamic rule in
the world. “Since then
Lashkar has closely worked
and sought assistance from
Al-Qaeda,” an intelligence
officer said,

Lashkar-e-Taiba set up its

personnel on Sunday

as top commanders in the or-
ganisation. The first and the
second rung leadership level
is always held by Pakistan
nationals.

Lashkar is headed by
Hafiz Mohammad Sayeed
based at Lahore, Pakistan.
After having been banned,
the LeT has been reorgan-
ised into two supposedly ex-
clusive bodies one devoted to
preaching of Islam under
Hafiz Muhammad Saeed and
the other to carry on its vio-
lent campaign under the
leadership of Kashmiri
scholar Maulana Abdul
Wahid Kashmiri. It has also
taken up its new name as Al-
Mansurian in Jammu and
Kashmir. It has further di-
vided the leadership into two
wings for carrying out vio-
lent activities with an agen-
da to enforce Nizam-e-

" Mustafa, the Muslim rule in

India. One head looks after
operations in Jammu and
Kashmir and the other com-

- mander deals with terrorist

over when Shahid was killed
by J&K Police in July 2004.

Lashkar commanders set
up modules. Several SIMI
scholars were recruited by
the terrorist outfit and a
powerful base was set up in
Pune. A big module was how-
ever dismantled when J&K
Police caught 22 Lashkar
members in Kashmir. Out of
these 22 men, several were
scholars, some sportsmen,
well educated and from well
to do families of Kashmir.

The group is divided into
water-tight compartments
with one
module exclusively for blasts
and explosions, another for
killing informers and politi-
cal activists and third one for
suicidal Kkillings, generally
known as fidayeen. The only
fidayeen who was caught
alive is Abu Kital (Pak-
istani), presently ‘in Kot
Bhalwal Jammu.

At the moment there are at
least 500 Lashkar terrorists
operating in J&K. %
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One body, one pyre, two famlhes

AFTER THE EDY, THE TRAUMA

OUR CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Oct. 31: A day
after a bitter battle over a tiny
body, two families have agreed
to cremate it together.

Charred beyond recogni-
tion in the blast that devastat-
ed Sarojini Nagar market on
Saturday, the body will also be
put under the DNA scanner to
identify it.

Apurba Sarma, the lone
person to escape unscathed
among a group of nine from
Assam, was convinced the
body was of his sister’s daugh-
ter Maitreyee.

But a rude shock came his
way when Balbir Singh, an
IAF official from Jhajjar in
Haryana, claimed it was the
body of his niece — brother
Dilbagh Singh’s daughter. Bal-
bir had also laid claim to an-
other body — that of three-
year-old Utkarsh Gupta.

Delhi police today decided
to allow a joint cremation after
blood samples are drawn from
the two bodies for the DNA
tests, which will be done 72
hours after the deaths.

Deputy commissioner Rav-
inder Yadav informed the cla-
imants about the decision at
his office when they met him
this evening.

As Apurba waits to light
his niece’s pyre, his six-year-
old daughter Mriganki and
sister Pranati — Maitreyee’s
mother — are battling for the-
ir lives. Maitreyee’s father Ku-
mud Bhattacharyya, a bank of-
ficer based in Goalpara, in
Assam, perished in the blast.

The Delhi government has
announced a compensation of
Rs 2 lakh to the families of the
victims, Rs 1 lakh for deceased
minors, Rs 50,000 for the seri-
ously injured and Rs 5,000 for
those with minor injuries.

A woman cries as she waits for the body of a relative outside a hospital morgue in

The government also de-
cided to reward the driver and
conductor of a bus who dis-
played exemplary alertness by
throwing out a bomb in Govin-
dpuri on Saturday, adds PTI.

New Delhi on Monday. (Reuters)

Driver Kuldeep will be reg-
ularised while conductor
Budh Prakash has earned an
out-of-turn promotion.

The Delhi cabinet, at a
meeting chaired by chief min-

ister Sheila Dikshit, also de-
cided to given them Rs 2 lakh
each. Police said at least eight
to 10 people would have died
had the bomb exploded inside
the bus.

ASTAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, Oct. 31: With no
news about 13-year-old Sayan
Mukherjee, who was caught
in the Sarojini Nagar bomb
blast on Saturday, his grand-
parents in Kalighat were fast
losing hope of seeing him
again.

“Our relatives have look-
ed for him in every hospital
in Delhi, but have drawn a
blank. Although time is run-
ning out, we are still hope-
ful,” was all a close relative
could say on Monday.

Sayan, along with father
Satyabrata, a banker, and
mother Supriya, was shoppi-
ng in Sarojini Nagar’s Babu
Market when the bomb went
off.

The mutilated bodies of
Supriya and Satyabrata were
later traced by their relatives
in a mortuary but Sayan was
nowhere to be found. “They
loved to visit Delhi and this
year was no different. I have
no words to express my gri-
ef,” a close relative said.

“According to informati-
on available with us, the
bodies of Supriya and Saty-
abrata will be cremated in
Delhi,” said N.R. Babu, dep-
uty commissioner of police
(south).

Today, the Mukherjees
spent most of the time be-
hind closed doors and occa-
sionally checked with the po-
lice station for any news of

(Top) Little Sayan, who is
missing; parents Satyabrata
and Supriya, who have died

Sayan’s possible survival.
The Class VII student of a ci-
ty-based English medium sc-
hool and the darling of Kali
Lane, where the Mukherjees
live, was to return on Mon-
day with lots of crackers.

“We don’t have any infor-
mation on the boy’s fate. No
one from Delhi police has got
in touch,” a Kalighat police
station officer said.
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TERRORTIMELINE

The chronology of events in the Red Fort alfack case

Dec. 22, 2000: @ Dec. 4:

Six Lashkar-e-Toiba ; » -8 Charges framed-against

militants sneak into the 11. Ashfaq and two

Red Fort and open fire, | : - others charged with

killing two jawans an ) - waging war against

a civilian. o : the state.

eDec.26: N & Sept. 26, 2003:

Prime suspect Delhi High Court orders

l‘\\/lor;ammad Arif aflias day-to-day trial.
shfag-and his wife .

Rehmana Yousut Spoisl ourt reserves

Farooqui arrested after verdict h .

Dethi encounter, : Nazir Ahmed Qasid

8 Oct. 24: LIFE TERM

@ Accused Abu \ pt :
ourt convicts Ashfaq and
Shyamal and Abu six others of waging war i

v

ngggn‘g‘fs%no elhi against the nation, murder
and Srinagar and criminal conspiracy.

nd orinagar. Four acquitted.
@ Feb. 20, 2001: s Oct. 29:
Delhi poiice file Minutes after serial blasts
chargesheet against rock Dethi, court defers
Ashfag-and 21 others. pronouncement of
& Sept. 112 sentence

Special court begins

{rial against11. # Oct. 31:

Special court awards

| @ May 10, 2002: g death penaity to Ashfaq,
Mohammad Arif Accusyed Abu Bilal, a Rehmana Yousuf  jite imgrisontr!r/went to Na?zir L ;
Ml district commander of Faroogui andFarcogandseven- o0 apmad Qasid
DEATH Lashkar, killed in the year rigorous imprison- aracq Ahmed das

SEVEN
YEAR-TERM

SENTENCE capital.

ment to the remaining four. LIFE TE?/




Delhi points finger at

Pak-based groups

PM goads

Pervez to
= action .

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDE

New Delhi, Oct. 31: India
today held Pakistan-based
terrorist groups responsi-

i ble for Saturday’s serial

blasts in Delhi, but gave
General Pervez Musharraf
the benefit of the doubt.

“India expects Pakistan
to act against terrorism di-
rected at India,” Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh told
Musharraf when the Pak-
istan President called him
this evening to convey his
condolences for those who
lost their lives in the bomb
attacks.

Singh demanded immedi-
ate action from Musharraf
against those who were re-
sponsiBTeTor the terrorist act.

Earlier in the day, Mushar-
raf had offered to help in the
investigation. “We would like
to join the investigation with
India.... Pakistan would act on
the results of the probe.”

“Pakistan fully condoles
with the government of India
as well as with the families of
the victims of the dastardly
terrorist attack,” he said.

The Prime Minister’s re-
marks to Musharraf indicated
that India was looking for ac-
tion against terrorists.

“We continue to be dis-
turbed and dismayed at indi-
cations of the external link-
ages of terrorist groups with
the October 29 bombing,”
Singh told Musharraf during
the 10-minute conversation.

It means India believes the
group that carried out the at-
tacks in Delhi, killing 59 peo-
ple, had connections beyond
the border.

Islamabad asked Delhi to
provide evidence of involve-
ment of a Pakistan-based
group.

The Prime Minister said

ti‘, |

~ ~
%
“violence against civilians
can never be justified” and ter-
rorists would never be able to
weaken India’s resolve or its
commitment to the country’s
unity and territorial integrity.

The Indian response sug-
gests two messages — one,
the obvious warning that
acts of terrorism like the
blasts could hinder the nor-
malisation process and two,
Delhi is not willing yet to hold
Musharraf responsible for
these attacks.

Rather, it is ready to give
the Pakistan President room
to show his resolve to end ter-
rorist activities directed

against India.

- -

Singh to Musharraf:
Action, not words

The blasts have occurred
as the two countries take bold
steps to open up the Line of
Control to allow Kashmiris
from the two sides to work to-
gether to rebuild lives after the
earthquake.

Reports from Pakistan said
Musharraf expressed happi-
ness over the agreement
reached to open five relief cen-
tres along the LoC for quake
victims.

“I am all for going beyond
it. If any Kashmiri wants to
come this side or go to the
other side, they are welcome to
take part in the reconstruc-
tion process,” he said.

Musharraf suggested de-
militarisation of Kashmir.

W See Page 6
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“Terror deserves death’

No other pum;l{ment for perpetrators of violence: Lahoti

N
HT Correspondent X
New Delhi, October 31

AN
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ADDING ONE more dimension to the on-
going debate on capital punishment, out-
going chief justice of India R.C. Lahoti
said on Monday that the mastermind of
the recent blasts in the capital deserved
no less than the death penalty.

Coming out in support of retaining the
death penalty in the statute books on his
last day in office, Lahoti wondered, “What
other punishment is required for this das-
tardly act? What other punishment is
called for?”

Lahoti took this opportunity to remind
those supporting abolition of the death
penalty to think of the rights of the vic-
tims, too. We only think of the rights of
the accused and forget the rights of the
victims, he said.

Deriding the argument that the death
penalty did not have a place in civilised
society since life once taken cannot be
given back, he said, “Ask the man who
masterminded the blast... Can he give
back the life of those killed in the blasts?”
He, however, added that more humane op-
tions of execution should be explored.

Lahoti also denied that, under a system
that recognises the death penalty, the dice
was heavily loaded against the poor. “We
only see the facts of the case and the
modus operandi”, he said.

Interestingly, chief justice-designate
Y.K. Sabharwal, who will take over the au-
gust office from Lahoti on Diwali (he will
be sworn in by the President at Rashrap-
ati Bhavan at 10 am), has stated that he is
“personally” against the death penalty.

“However, it’s up to Parliament to take
a final decision on this”, he had said soon
after he was named the next chief justice.
Law minister H.R. Bhardwaj has also ad-
vocated. the death penalty for such cases
as the Parliament attack episode. “Any-
way, even now, the death penalty is award-
ed by the courts only in the rarest of rare
cases”, Bhardwaj said.

President Kalam had sparked a debate
on the issue after he returned all clemen-
cy petitions pending with him, instead
calling upon the government to seriously
consider adopting a reformative system
of justice, which believes in reforming
criminals, rather than have a system that
believes in retributive justice.
Regretting the “lack” of political will to
wipe out terrorism in the country, Lahoti

{
FOR THE VICTIMS

appeared to suggest enactment of a new
law to tackle the menace. “What law
should be enacted is again a matter of
very scientific study Whenever new prob-
lems arise, we find out new solutions.

“Terrorism is the gift of the previous
century and that, too, on such a large
scale. When we’re facing new challenges,
we have to find out new solutions”, he told
reporters in a chat on his last day in of-
fice.

Lahoti said it was due to a lack of po-
litical will to check the evil that the coun-
try has been witnessing increasing das-
tardly acts of terror. “There’s no political
will to fight terrorism”, he said while re-
ferring to the post-9/11 situation in the
US, where no further incidents of terror-
ism had taken place. Likewise, he said,

_____

there had been no further incidents after
the London bombings.

“In our country, dastardly acts of ter-
rorism take place every day. Has anyone
gone into the question? The reason is
there should be a desire to take action, to
act, study it scientifically to take remedi-
al steps. Unfortunately, in our country, no
such action has been taken to study the
problem scientifically”, he said. “Once we
identify the causes, we can take remedial
measures”, he added.

Speaking to reporters, Lahoti gave the
example of Punjab, from where terrorism
has been wiped out. “The Punjab example
can be applied to the whole country”, he
said. “Have some symptomatic treatment,
immediately control the situation, but
then go into the root of the causes, identi-
fy the causes and take measures directed
towards remedying the problem”, he said.

Brushing aside the allegation that Pota
had been misused by the judiciary, he said
it was misused by those implementing the
law. “Pota has been misused by the execu-
tive. By executive, I don’t mean the gov-
ernment, but the actual persons who im-
plement the law”, he said. He said terror-
ism required special type of investiga-
tions, more scientific methodology, but it
had not been done so far in the country.

“The same police officer or inspector,
ordinary police personnel have been deal-
ing with terrorism cases. But I don't
think he been given any specialised train-
ing to deal with terrorism cases,” the CJI
said.

Justice Lahoti also suggested that the
terrorists shotld be kept in confinement
and in a separate jail to keep them away
from other undertrials. “We are creating
more terrorists by keeping them with
other inmates in jail,” he felt.

The CJI also favoured departing from
age-old British model of policing in the
country and supported the view of divid-
ing it into various wings. There should be
separate wings for law and order, securi-
ty, investigation and prosecution, he said.

Justice Lahoti took strong objection to
recent outbursts of some politicians
against the Supreme Court judgments
saying they should not make insinuations
against the institution.

Maintaining that the judges are not
“sensitve” of being criticised, he said
some of the statements made in the re-
cent times by the persons in authority
made him “uncomfortable”.
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Serial blasts kill more tha

Two bombs go off at market places packed with D1wa11 shoppers red p'

Staff Reporter

NEW DELH!: Over 50 people were
killed and several injured in
three near simultaneous power-
ful explosions here on Saturday
evening, While two bombs went
off at busy market places the
third blast was in a Delhi Trans-
port Corporation bus, Following
the explosions, suspected to
have been caused by Improvised
Explosive Devices, a red alert
was sounded in the capital. No
terrorist outfit has so far claimed
responsibility.

The first blast took place
around 5-25 p.m. in Central Del-

DELHI SERIAL BLASTS

hi at Chheh Tuti Chowk in Pa-
harganj, packed with Diwali
shoppers. The bomb is suspect-
ed to have been planted in a mo-
torcycle or a rickshaw parked
outside a jewellery shop. Panic
spread as smoke swirled from
the blast site and people started
fleeing the place.
~Ryewitnesses said the impact
of the blast was taken by the jew-
ellery outlet and adjoining
shops. There were pools of blood
on the road at the blast site with
body parts strewn around. Bags,
shoes and chappals lay scat-
tered. Local traders with the
help of the police rushed the in-
jured to hospital. According to
police sources, at least 12 people
were killed and over 65 injured
in the Paharganj blast. Four bod-
ies, including that of a child, had
been burnt beyond recognition.
Within a few minutes of the

[

WHEN TERROR STRUCK: A blast victim bemg rushed to hospital in"New Delhi on Saturt?ay — PHOTO: SHlv KUMAR USHPAKAR
: Shlvraj Patil visited the m)ured

first blast, a second one. rocked
the busy Sarojini Nagar market
in South Delhi. This was followed
by another explosion inside a
Delhi Transport Corporation
(DTC) bus near Kalkaji Depot at
Govindpuri in South Delhi.

Another explosive device was
defused outside the State Bank of
Bikaner branch in Chandni
Chowk.

According to police sources,
the bomb at Sarojini Nagar is

1’1;"
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suspected to have béen planted

inside a Maruti van parked near

the shops. Within seconds of the
blast around 5-45 p.m., half a
dozen cloth shops caught fire.
Subsequently, a gas cylinder also
exploded inside a juice shop.
People ran for cover fearing
more explosions. Such was the
impact of the blast that some
shops just crumbled. Police did
not rule out the possibility of
some people being buried under
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-the debris. Preliminary reports

indicated that over 39 people
were killed and scores injured.
Fire tenders and police teams
rushed to the spot.

At Govindpuri, the explosion
took place in a DTC bus
(DL-1PB-2719), injuring six per-
sons including the driver and the
conductor. Eyewitnesses said
passengers inside the bus sound-
ed an alert after they spotted an
unclaimed bag lying under one of

90 in Delhi

L’\/\Aﬂ\‘\ U~
ert sounded in Capital

the seats. As the driverb t
the bus to a halt at the round-
about near Anandmai Marg near
the Kalkaji bus depot, someone
reportedly picked up the bag,
triggering off the explosion. All
the injured were rushed to the
AIIMS.

Soon after the blasts, the
Union Ministry convened an
emergency meeting to review se-
curityin the capital in the run-up
to Diwali. Union Home Minister

in hospital and enquired about
their condition,

Police Chief K.K. Paul ruled
out the possibility of RDX having
been used in the blasts.Uncon-
firmed reports said two persons
from Kashmir had been
detained.

More reports on Pages 3 and 10
R AT
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‘There was a deafening sound

Chaos at blast sites:bodies of four charred beyond recognition

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHi: It should have been
just another day of shopping for
ten-year-old Jeevan. But barely
_ three hours after he was caught
in the Paharganj blast, fear was
still writ large on the face of this
young Gole Market resident.
Having gone with his elder
brother Jai Prakash to do Diwali
shopping at Nehru Bazar in Pa-
harganj, Jeevan had just stepped

down fronya rickshaw when the,

blast went off."Standing outsidé
the emergency ward of Ram Ma-
nohar Lohia Hospital shortly af-
terward, he was just one of the
many who had a torrid tale to
narrate on Saturday evening,
“We were just a stone’s throw
away from where the blast oc-
curred. It was around 5-30 p.m.
and we had just got down from a
rickshaw at the roundabout in
Nehru Bazar. Suddenly there
was a deafening sound and there
was a dirt cloud all around. We

‘could not see anything, but
started running in the opposite

direction out of panic. There was
a lot of chaos with children cry-
ing and people pushing each oth-
er to get ahead,” recalled Jai
Prakash who had come to Ram
Manohar Lohia Hospital for first
aid.

Over 30 blast victims had
been admitted to the hospital by
8 p.m. Four of them, iricluding
two ~women, were declared
brought dead. Doctors said their

“bodie#were charréd beyond rec-

ognition. According to S.K.Shar-
ma, in charge of Emergency at
RML Hospital, most of those ad-
mitted had suffered burns, splin-
ter wounds or injuries caused
due to stampede.

Four of those admitted were
said to be in a critical condition,
including Rabindra Nath, an As-
sistant Commandant with the
Orissa police who suffered
around 80 per cent burns, 60-
year-old Raghunath Sikka and

= Two women among those dead

@ Four still in critical condition

» Most of those admitted to hospital had severe burns

o Alf nurses, para-medical teams put into service

44-year-old Anil Gupta.

“All our nurses and para-med-
ical teams have been put into
service. The life support systems
are in place, and the disaster
ward has been opened to take
care of the rush. As of now things
are being done in an organised
way and there is no delay in giv-
ing first aid,” said Dr. Sharma.

Apart from relatives of those
admitted here, the hospital also
witnessed a rush of those who
had been unable to trace their
near and dear ones. “My parents
had gone for shopping to Pahar-
ganj. We have not heard from
them yet and so we decided to

come and check at the hospital.
But there is no news of them
here,” said a concerned Rachna
Jain, a resident of Gole Market
who had come to the hospital
with her aunt.

It was a similar tale for three
Israeli tourists who had come
looking for their friends. “We are
staying at Paharganj and two of
our friends went out. Since we
were unable to contact them af-
ter the blasts, we thought of
coming and checking if anyone
had been admitted to the hospi-
tal. But we have been unable to
get any information as of now,”
said one of them.

BLACK SATURDAY: The shattered windscreen of the DTC

bus where the bomb was detected by the conductor and
the driver at Govindpuri in South Delhi on Saturday.

PHOTO: V. SUDERSHAN.

Many victims lay
writhing in pain

“Body parts were scatt:red all over”

Devesh K. Pandey

NEW DELHI: “Body parts were
scattered all over. Two minors
were lying in a pool of blood
with their faces completely dis-
figured while several others lay
writhing in pain screaming for
help,” said an eyewitness, in-
dicating the magnitude of the
human tragedy caused by the

“powerfil explosion at Chheh
Tuti Chowk.in the Paharganj .
“area of €entral Delhi on Black

Saturday.

It all happened around 5-30
p.m. when the area was packed
with Diwali shoppers. Like
many other local residents, Ajit
Singh was sitting in his house
when he heard the blast. His
three-storey building shook un-
der the impact of the explosion.
“I rushed out and saw people
running towards the fruit mar-
ket. I followed suit,” said Singh,
shocked by what he had seen.
“Two small children were lying

wconscious. A portion of the
had of one of them lay rippe'd
ajart. A woman, probably their
nother, also lay nearby. I along
with local shopkeepers and
three policemen lifted the in-
jured and packed them off in
private vehicles to nearby hqs-
pitals,” he said, adding that six
people were killed on the spot,
one of whom was a
“golgappa-wala”. =

g?‘ﬁeptisntensity of the blast
coild be gauged from the fact
thit M.L.  Jewellers’ shop, in
frent of which the bomb explod-
ed was completely destroyed
ard those sitting inside, includ-
in§ the shopowner, sustained
selous injuries.

Adjacent to the shop, a med-
jcal store was also badly dam-
aged. Hoardings of many shops
in the area were torn apart and
windowpanes of shops and resi-
dential buildings were shat-
tered within a  50-metre
dipmeter.



Red Fort Attack Ruling

Pak ultra,
six others
“oconvicted

AN
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New Delhi: Nearly five years after terrorists stormed
the historic Red Fort here killing two jawans and a civil-
ian, a Delhi court on Monday convicted Pakistan-based
Lashkar-e-Toiba terrorist Mohammad Arif alias Ashfaq
and six others while acquitting four accused.

Ashfaq and his key Indian conspirators Nazir Ahmed
Qasid and his son Farooq Ahmad Qasid have been found
guilty of waging war against the state which can attract
a death sentence. The
guantum of punish-
ment will be pro-
nounced on October 29.

Delivering the verdict
in a packed courtroom,
additional sessions
judge O P Saini also
held Ashfaq guilty of
murder, criminal con-
spiracy, cheating, for-
gery and illegal posse-
sion of arms and am-
munition.

The Pakistani nation-
al was also convicted for
illegally entering and

A Rajputana Rifles guard
stands outside Red Fort

5 get lifer for riots

A fast-track court in Godhra
on Monday sentenced five
persons to fife imprisonment
for the murder of a youth
from the minority community
during the post-Godhra
communal riots in Gujarat in
2002. Fast track court judge
R D Thaker delivered the or-
der in the case pertaining to
the killing of one Sameer De-
lolia by a rioting mob which
had attacked him and a
woman at Halol town on

staying in India under
the Foreigners Act.
Nazir and Faroog have
also been convicted for
criminal conspiracy.
The lone woman ac-
cused in the attack on
December 22, 2000, and
Ashfaq’s Indian wife Ra-
hamana Yousuf Fa-
rooqui was found guilty
under section 216 IPC
(harbouring an offend-
er) and 218 IPC (irying
to save a person from

March 1, 2002. punishment) for provid-

ing shelter to the LeT
terrorist.

However, the court acquitted her of the charges of
waging war against the country and the conspiracy to at-
tack 17th century Mughal monument. The court also-
convicted Babar Mohsin Baghwala, Saddaqat Ali and
Matloob Alam for their complicity in the attack.

Those acquitted for want of evidence are Rajeev Ku-
mar Malhotra, Devender Singh, Moolchand Sharma and
Shahanshah Alam. Sadaqat had provided shelter to Ash-
faq at Gafoor Nagar in South Delhi’s Okhla where they
jointly ran an internet cafe for a month before the attack.
They were also in touch with the other accused in Jam-
mu and Kashmir and Pakistan. It was at Baghwala’s
house in Srinagar that the Ashfaq, Nazir Qasid and Fa-
rooq Qasid plotted the attack.

Matloob Alam, a ration shop owner was pronounced
guilty for helping Ashfaq in procuring a fake ration card
using forged documents, which he used for establishing
his Indian citizenship. agencies
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TWO-MEMBER TERRORIST TEAM FIRST TARGETS CPM LEADER, REPELLED

ducat

)

Militant guns down J&K e

Statesman News Service

SRINAGAR, Oct. 18. — At a
time when the state, Army and
para-military forces are engaged
in taking earthquake relief sup-
plies to the people, terrorists
today breached the tight security
around Tulsi Bagh in the heart
of Srinagar city and killed the
minister of state for education,
Dr Ghulam Nabi Lone, in his
residence. A guest of the minis-
ter and a CRPF trouper in
Srinagar too lost their lives in
the attack mounted around 9
a.m today. A militant and a secu-
rity guard were killed as well and
three others were injured in the
crossfire.

This is the third time in the
past 15 years of insurgency that
terrorists have killed a minister
in Jammu and Kashmir,
National Conference minister
Mustaqg Lone and Ghulam
Hassan Bhat having been mur-
dered in 2002 and 2000, respec-
tively.

Today’s attack came despite
the  Pakistan-based  United
Jehad Council, an amalgam of
14 militant groups, having
announced suspension of its
activities in the quake-ravaged
areas of the valley.

Lone, a 62-year-old doctor,
joined chief minister Mufti
Muhammad Syed’s PDP in 2002,
before winning an election at
Sangrama in Baramulila, close to
his home town, Sopore.

Two militants on a suicide mis-
sion took part in the attack.
After sneaking into the high-
security Tulsi Bagh where MPs
and political leaders live, one of
the militants headed for Lone’s
residence and sought an audi-
ence with the minister. When
CRPF guards stopped him for
frisking, he whipped out an AK-
47 rifle and shot one of them.
The militant then made a quick
dash to the minister’s drawing

room where Lone was with visi-
tors and started firing. Lone and
his guest, Ghulam Mohiuddin
Shah, were seriously injured.
While the minister died on his

THE STATESMAN

way to the hospital, Shah passed
away later. The militant got
away.

The rebellious duo first tried
its luck at the residence of CPI-
M legislator Mohammad Yusuf
Tarigami. When the MLA’s secu-
rity personnel challenged them.
the resultant gunbattle killed a
militant and a security man. The
other militant made his way to
Lone’s house next door. Md
Tarigami, who escaped unhurt,
put the blame on inadequate

Relatives mourn the death of J&K education minister Ghulam Nabi Lone at his residence in Sopore, near Srinagar.
(Below) The body of the slain minister at his Sopore house. On Tuesday. — AFP

constable and a minister 'resid-
ing in the same locality,” the leg-
islator said. The Centre wrote to
the J&K government in June
this year to beef-up the security
for Md Tarigami, a source said.
The chief minister, Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed, described
the killing of Lone as a “very
unfortunate” incident and a
“personal loss”. The killing is all
the more reprehensible because
the milifants have struck at a

timgxhen the entire state, espe-

security measures. “I'm unhurt _efally the valley, is mourning the

but unfortunately we lost a br

heavy loss of life and property in

ion minister

the devastating earthquake, he
said. The killers, he said, had
also violated the sanctity of the
holy month of Ramzan. The
state declared a holiday for the
day after Lone’s death. The for-
mer J&K chief minister, Mr
Farooq Abdullah, described the
attack as unfortunate.

Two militant groups — al
Mansoorian and the Islamic
Front — separately claimed
responsibility for the attack that
came a day after CPI-M leader
Ghulam Nabi Ganai had been
shot dead by militants in Matan.



Al-Qaida terror plots revealed

MI5 was warned

about attack ..

N
on Heathrow -~

VIJAY Dutt - QY
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London, October 9

K

THE LONG-STANDING mystery as to whi
British Prime Minister Tony Blair had or-
dered Scimitar armoured vehicles and 450
heavily armed troops to Heathrow in 2003
while fighter jets were put on standby, has fi-
nally been resolved. The move had brought
derision and condemnation, with many ac-
cusing the Prime Minister of creating panic
to justify his decision to go to war in Iraq.

It has now been revealed that the seem-
ingly over-the-top security measures were
taken in response to a specific threat uncov-
ered by British intelligence agencies.

The al-Qaida operations chief, Khalid
Sheikh Mohammad, — who was one of the
masterminds of the 9/11 New York attacks
— had planned an operation to hijack a pas-
senger jet from Eastern Europe and fly it
into a packed terminal at Heathrow. There-
fore the fighter jets — with orders to shoot
down any hijacked liners approaching the
airport — and the armed anti-terrorist units
positioned along the path of planes arriving
from Eastern Europe. In fact, the treat was
perceived to be so serious that the govern-
ment had even toyed with the idea of closing
down the entire airport.

When the then home secretary David
Blunkett was grilled on the “panic-induc-
ing” security measures at Heathrow, he had
said that he could not divulge the cause be-
cause of “security reasons”.

In February 2003, MI5 had received de-
tailed intelligence about al-Qaida’s planned
two-prong attack on Britain to punish it for
sending troops to Iraq. The second part of
the plan — inspired by Osama bin Laden
himself — involved a mortar attack on a de-
parting airplane.

The details of the plan were recently di-
vulged by the White House when it released
a list of 10 al-Qaida plots that were foiled by
the US and its allies, including the UK. The
White House gave details of the foiled at-
tacks after US President George W. Bush
mentioned them in a speech on Wednesday.
Reporters had asked him for the details but
he refused to entertain them. Later, the
White House called four top reporters and
released the list to them.

Details reveal that an al-Qaida cell was
spotted carrying out reconnaissance at an
airport in East Europe.

THe HILILS T T

Police officers, accompanied by a sniffer dog, patrol Grand Central Station in New York early on Sunday morning.

NY subway bombing was set for Sunday

New York, October 9

DETAILS EMERGED about an alleged
plot to attack the city’s subways with
bombs hidden in bags and possibly baby
strollers as local and federal officials
jostled over the credibility of the threat.

A department of homeland security
memo obtained by AP said the attack
was reportedly scheduled to take place
on or around Sunday, with terrorists
using timed or remote-controlled ex-
plosives hidden in briefcases, suitcas-
es or in or under strollers. The memo
said that the department had received
information indicating the attack
might be carried out by “a team of ter-
rorist operatives, some of whom may
travel or who may be in the New York
City area.”

The memo, issued on Wednesday to
state and local officials, said that home-
land security and FBI agents doubted
the credibility of the information, but

IMES

it provided four pages of advice about
averting a possible attack.

In Iraq, authorities detained a third
suspect in the plot and investigated
whether a fourth had travelled to New
York as part of the scheme, according
to a law enforcement official familiar
with the case.

The official said the man’s trip to
New York was described by an infor-
mant who had spent time in Afgh-
anistan and proved reliable in past in-
vestigations. But the official, who
spoke on condition of anonymity be-
cause of the ongoing investigation,
added that authorities had not con-
firmed whether the fourth man even
exists.

Those arrested had received explo-
sives training in Afghanistan, the law
enforcement official said on Friday.
They had planned to travel through
Syria to New York, and then meet with
operatives to carry out the bombings.

A federal official said one of the sus-
pects arrested in Iraq apparently told
interrogators that more than a dozen
people were involved in the plot, and
that they were of various nationali-
ties, including Afghans, Syrians and
Iraqis.

In Baghdad, spokespeople for the US
military and the US Embassy declined
to comment on the arrests. Depart-
ment of homeland security spokesman
Brian Doyle also said the government
has no information that the fourth per-
son possibly connected to the plot “is
either here or even exists.”

Pentagon spokesman Bryan Whit-
man said the military obtained intelli-
gence information “during the normal
course of our operations.” The intelli-
gence led to a military raid in Iraq this
week that was conducted by Iraqi se-
curity forces, backed by US troops,
Whitman said, but added that there
was no direct link between the raid

and the New York subway threat.

Homeland security officials in
Washington downplayed the threat
and said it was of “doubtful credibili-
ty.” But mayor Michael Bloomberg and
police commissioner Ray Kelly vigor-
ously defended their decision to dis-
cuss the threat publicly on Thursday.

“If I'm going to make a mistake you
can rest assured it is on the side of be-
ing cautious,” Bloomberg said at a
news conference.

In New York, thousands of extra po-
lice officers flooded the city’s subway
system, pulling commuters out of
rush-hour crowds and rifling through
their bags or briefcases.

An estimated 4.5 million passengers
ride the New York subway on an aver-
age weekday. The system has more than
468 subway stations. In July, the city be-
gan random subway searches in the
wake of the train bombings in London.

The New York Times
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HTC & Agencies AR
Bali/London, October2  ’

A DAY after the Bali bombing, police
on Sunday traced the chain of events
that led to deaths of at least 25 people
and left more than 100 injured. Atleast
six people conspired to carry out the
latest Bali blasts including the three
suspected suicide bombers, Bali police
chief Made Mangku Pastika said
on Sunday.

A British link has been revealed
who is said to be the top bomb-maker
for Jemaah Islamiya (JI), the Indone-
sian affiliate of al-Qaida.

The bombs used by the suicide
bombers were allegedly made by Aza-
hari bin Huisn, 48, called the Demoli-
tion Man, who had completed a doc-
torate degree at Reading University
here in 1990. The search for him has
been intensified and the Scotland Yard
and Interpol are said to be on the alert
for him. The International Crisis
Group, a security think tank, said
Azahari and another fugitive Noordin
M Top, could be tempted to attack an-
other western target in Indonesia. A
senior counter-terrorism official was
quoted in the Sunday Times, saying
that hunting Azahari was top priority
and he hoped the US and Australia do
not become his next target. Azharai,
born in Malaysia studied in Australia
before coming to Britain.

“What is clear is they number more
than three, at least there are three
more people,” Pastika told a press con-
ference. “I am certain that there are
others involved in this bombing.
There are those who planned it, there
were those making the arrangements,
those preparing the bombs and those
are the ones we must search for.”

Pastika said investigators believed
the attacks were carried out by suicide
bombers because of the way the sus-
pects’ bodies had been torn apart,
with fragments of their jackets cling-
ing to their dismembered body parts.

Also there were traces of TNT on
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Bali policemen piece together terror attack

the corpses, all evidence that the ex-
plosives had been strapped to their
bodies, he said. “From these two
pieces of information, there is strong
evidence that these are suicide bomb-
ings,” he said.

The Bali police chief said the sus-
pects’ heads had been found and re-
mained fairly intact, and sketches
would soon be drawn up to aid in the
identification process.Pastika said he
estimated that each of the devices det-
onated last night, killing at least 26
people, weighed no more than 10 kilo-
grams, and that they also contained
chemicals other than TNT.

Police showed a chilling video of

AFP
This combo photograph, displayed at a press conference in Bali, shows the three
alleged suicide bombers.

one of the Bali suicide bombers walk-
ing into a restaurant packed with hol-
idaymakers before exploding in a ball
of fire. The video, shot by a man
whose identity is being kept secret for
his protection, showed the bomber en-
ter the Raja restaurant in Bali;s Kuta
entertainment district and walk slow-
ly between the busy tables. He ap-
peared in the background of the shot,
behind dozens of customers including
western and Asian tourists.

The bomber reached the back of the
room and entered the kitchen, which
was screened off from the dining
room by a chest-high partition, and
was engulfed by a blinding flash.




Jakarta: Saturday’s bombings
on the Indonesian resort island
of Bali show that the Al Qaida-
linked militant group Jemaah
Islamiyah (JI) is still active, de-
spite the Indonesian govern-
ment having arrested dozens of
its members, terrorism experts
in the region said on Sunday.

No one has claimed responsi-
bility for Saturday’s blasts, but
Australian terror expert Clive
Williams said it bore all the hall-
marks of JI.

JI has staged more than 50
bombings or attempted bomb-
ings since April 1999. These in-
clude bombings on Christmas
Eve 2000 (19 dead), the Bali sui-
cide blasts of October 2002 (202
dead), a suicide attack on Jakar-
ta’s Marriott hotel in August
2003 (12 dead) and a suicide blast
outside the Australian embassy
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in Jakarta in Sep-
tember 2004 (12
dead). JI is also sus-
pected of involve-
ment in bombings in
the Philippines and
bomb plots in Thai-
land and Singapore,

Dozens of alleged
JI members have
been rounded up. In-
donesian courts
have convicted and
sentenced some 40
to 50 people for the

A woman identifies

volvement in a con-
spiracy that led to
the first Bali bomb-
ings. The cleric
praises bin Laden,
but denies terror
links and was
cleared of more seri-
ous charges.

But some of JI's
most dangerous mili-
tants are still on the
run, like Malaysians
Azahari Husin and
Noordin Mohammad

H I,
Bali, Marriott and aaﬂr:.ats';::r::ﬂg Top, and Indonesians
Australian embassy blast in Bali Dulmatin and Umar

blasts, with five re-

ceiving death sentences. For-
mer operations chief Hambali
is in US custody after being ar-
rested in Thailand in 2003. Abu
Bakar Bashir, JI's alleged spiri-
tual leader, is in prison for in-

Patek. Williams, di-
rector of the Strategic and De-
fense Studies Center, said the ar-
rests had failed to cripple JL
“Clearly, they are still able to
mount small-scale operations,”
Will-iams said. He said the most

likely masterminds of Satur-
day’s blasts were Azahari and
Top, or Zulkarnaen, who report-
edly took over as JI's operations
chief after Hambali's arrest.

Singapore-based terror ex-
pert Rohan Gunaratna said, “JI
is the only group with the inten-
tion and capability to mount an
attack on Bali on such a coordi-
nated level.

There should be no doubt that
they did it.” Gunaratna, author
of Inside Al Qaida: Global Net-
work of Terror, said the group
chose Bali to send a message
that it was active despite the ar-
rests. “They chose Bali in order
to embarrass and humiliate In-
donesia,” Gunaratna said. “Es-
pecially in light of reports that
said JI has been dismantled,

they're now proving that Ji is-

still capable.”
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A PhD

and a terrorist

Jakarta: Every time a ma-
jor bomb explodes in South-
east Asia investigators whis-
per the name of Dr Azahari
Husin, the master bomb-
maker from Malaysia who is
considered Asia’s most
wanted man. Dubbed ‘The
Demolition Man’ by newspa-
pers in Malaysia, Azahari is

“ believed to be a key leader in
the Jemaah Islamiyah (JI)
and the group’s top explo-
sives expert.

Azahari, who is in his late
40s, studied in Australia for
four years in the 1970s before
obtaining an engineering de-
gree at home and a doctorate
at Reading University, UK,
security experts say. He lec-

tured at Malaysia’s Universi-

ty of Technology before
dropping out of sight during
a crackdown on Islamic mil-
itants in 2001.

Married with two chil
dren, he is described as a fa-
natic who is ready to die for
the cause of JI, security
sources say. Azahari left his
wife saying he had the
greater cause of God to
serve, say security sources
who speculate that his move
to radical Islam could have
been prompted by his wife
developing throat cancer in
the early 1990s.

Azahari and another
Malaysian, Noordin Mo-
hammad Top, are suspected
of making the bombs used
in the 2002 Bali bombings
and the 2003 attack on the
Marriott hotel. They are re-
portedly hiding in Indonesia
today. While some reports of
the previously shadowy Aza-

Pan-Islamic
Objectives

emaah Islamiyah (or Is-

lamic Community)
dreams of creating a pan-
Islamic state in Southeast
Asia: Its ultimate goal isto
unite Indonesia, Brunei,
Malaysia, . Singapore and
the southern Philippines
into a fundamentalist Is-
lamic state. It has its roots
in Darul Islam; a group
which fought for an Islam-
ic state in Indonesia in the
1950s and 1960s and sur-
vived a military defeat in
the18608. arp - -

hari say he trained in bomb-
making in Afghanistan, he
is believed to have honed his
skills in Mindanao in the
Muslim separatist southern
Philippines in 1999.

Security officials say he is
the author of the JI bomb
manual, which was used in
the Bali and Marriott bomb-
ings. Apart from providing
technical expertise, he was
allegedly a key figure in
planning the attacks.

Azahari was widely
named as a possible succes-
sor to JI operations chief
Hambali, an Indonesianwho
was arrested in Thaland
last year and is in the cus-
tody of the US.

But Malaysian securty of-
ficials, uncomfortable with
the role played by
Malaysians in JI, insis. that™™
the JI leadership will aways
be Indonesian.

They note that the two
Malaysians were recruited
by Hambali and allegd JI
leader Indonesian cleric Abu ==
Bakar Bashir when th: lat-
ter lived in exile in Mahysia
during the rule of former In-
donesian dictator Sularto.
Azahari and Noordin nar-
rowly escaped a police lrag-
net last year in the Inione-
sian city of Bandung onJava
island, and Indonesian rews-
papers have criticised tle po-
lice for their failure tocap- P
ture them. agencies //
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IT WAS indeed the al-Qaida who masterminded the
London blasts on July 7. And the bombers had staged a
practice run towards the end of June.

Separate videos with the two revelations have sur-
faced. Al-Qaida deputy chief Ayman al-Zawahri ap-
peared on film claiming that his terror network was
“honoured” to have launched the”blessed” London at-
tacks, while police studied tens of thousands of hours
of CCTV footage to deduce that the bombers had gone
on a trial run, The Evening Standard reported.

Al-Zawahri’s statement was the al-Qaida’s first ex-
plicit claim of responsibility. The tape was broadcast
by the Arabian-language al-Jazeera channel on Mon-
day. In an earlier video broadcast on September 2 on
the same channel, al-Zawahri had described the attack
as a “slap in the face” to the policies of UK Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair, but he had not directly said that the al-
Qaida had carried it out.

In the latest tape aired on Qatar-based al-Jazeera and
monitored in Cairo, he said: “The blessed London at-
tack was one which al-Qaida was honoured to launch
against the British crusader’s arrogance and against
the American crusader’s aggression on the Islamic na-
tion for 100 vears. In their final testament, the heroic
brothers in the London attacks ... provided great les-
sons to the Islamic nation and Muslims in Pakistan to
oppose the infidels....This blessed attack revealed the
real hypocritical face of the West.”

The latest tape, a video suicide message from Mo-
hammad Sigique Khan also broadcast by the al-
Jazeera on September 2 and the trial run theory have
caused a “shift in thinking” by Metropolitan Police in-
vestigators who now believe there was a more of an in-
ternational dimension to the attacks than was previ-
ously thought.

The BBC endorses the trial run theory. Police trawl-
ing through CCTV footage “saw that three of the
bombers had carried out a dummy run” on the stations
that were later bombed, BBC said.

Police analysed around 80,000 CCTV tapes as part of
the “huge job” which resulted in the belief that a prac-

tice run took place. /
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1. A-Qaida deputy chief Ayman
al-Zawahri has said his terror
network carried out the July 7
London bombings in a statement
broadcast on Monday, marking
the group's first direct claim of
responsibility for the attacks.

2. A handout image taken from
CCTV footage shows London
bombing suspects (from left)
Mohammed Sidique Khan
(obscured), Shahzad Tanweer
and Germaine Lindsay at the

o King’s Cross Underground

e . : King's C erground_
% The attack is one of the attacks iy ram o JUne 28.
that al-qalda e had the honour 3 Tanweer, Lindsay and Khan at the
of carrying out’’ Luton station
—Ayman al-Zawahiri 4 Entering the Luton station.
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|4, FOUR YEARS; 6

\ I n terms of tragedy, it is impossible — as well

as prejudicial and insensitive — to compare

terrorist strikes, to say which is greater or
greatest. But there are certain aspects of 9/11 that
threaten to make it unforgettable for a long time,
and four years since September 11, 2001 seem
nothing in retrospect. The spectacle, the scale, the
daring, the coolly reckless planning, the sinister
patience, and the display of nightmarish horror
and pain have inflicted one of the more hideous
scars on the world’s memory. This is just one as-
pect of 9/11. Its outcome is the other aspect, al-
though inextricable from the first. It is debatable
whether the United States of America’s ‘war ag-
ainst terror’ and the worldwide ‘coalition against
terror’ have begun to achieve what they had in-
tended. It has been asked — and the answer to the
question is both self-evident and too late to bother
about — why the American state should suddenly
wake up to terrorism after 9/11. However that may
be, it is now time to assess how effective the world-
wide efforts to shut down channels of material
support to terrorist groups have been.

The US’s attack on Afghanistan in the wake of
9/11 was seen as more reasonable than its attack
on Iraq. The bloody fields of Iraq yet show no
signs of drying. Guantanamo Bay and Abu
Ghraib have not improved the quality of the US’s
credentials for those who regard its actions with
distrust. It is in an exacerbation of distrust that
9/11 is also remembered. Surveys show that ordi-
nary Muslims all over the world, including India,
feel more vulnerable, more likely to be blamed
whenever violence occurs. On'the positive side, it
has led to introspection within the community, a
rethinking of the place of extremism in religious
thought, a restatement of the abhorrence of vio-
lence in the faith, even worries about the lack of
non-religious education in madrassahs. But the
obvious political motivation behind the US’s
‘ choice of actions has not increased trust — the at-
. tackonlraqon, as it turned out, no grounds at all,
l its support for Israel, or its selective use of the
term ‘terrorist’ and its selective valuation of the
victims of terrorism. Big terror now seems to
have been split into small single-mission units. A
lot is needed to defeat this. But the unity against
terror that could be achieved, to some extent, by
crossing cultural divides through mutual under-
standing has remained elusive so far. e
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Terror tape
threatens
attacks in
US, Australia

ASSOCIATED Press
New York, September 11

A TAPE delivered to US television net-
work ABC News in Pakistan this
weekend features a masked man mak-

ing ferrorist threats against Los An-
; geles and Melbourne in Australia.

/ABC News reported that the man is

" Jfelieved to be Adam Yahiye Gadahn,

an American from California pur-
ported to be an al-Qaida member and
wanted by the FBI.

The CIA said on Sunday it was
aware of the report but had no imme-
diate comment about the tape’s au-
thenticity.

Counter terrorism officials believe
Gadahn may also be the person fea-
tured on a 75-minute video given to
ABC News in Pakistan last year.

The terror tape was aired on ABC’s
Good Morning America on Sunday, the
fourth anniversary of the September
11 attacks. The man on the tape, wear-
ing a black turban with most of his
face covered, calls the attacks of four
years ago “blessed events” before
making a

PR vl sty threat against
the US

ATTACK “Yesterday,

London and

Madrid. To-
morrow, Los Angeles and Melbourne,
Allah willing. And this time, don’t
count on us demonstrating restraint
and compassion,” the man says dur-
ing the 11-minute tape.

He goes on to call US President
George W. Bush and British Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair “liars” and issues a
warning. “We love peace, but when the
enemy violates that peace or prevents
us from achieving it, then we love noth-
ing better than the heat of battle, the

‘echo of explosions, and slitting the
-, throats of the infidels,” he says.

Investigators have said Gadahn,
who grew up on a farm in California,
converted to Islam as a teen, moved to
Pakistan, attended al-Qaida training
camps and served as a translator for
the terrorist organisation.

A phone listing for Gadahn’s father,
Philip Gadhan, could not be found on
Sunday. Last year Philip Gadahn said
that he was baffled by the allegation
his son was an al-Qaida operative, say-
ing he has spoken to his son only oc-
casionally in recent years, but still
can’t imagine that he would be in-
volved with a terrorist network.

Pakistan’s interior minister Aftab
Khan Sherpao said that authorities in
his country “naturally inquire when
such a tape appears, to know who de-
livered it or how.

Asked whether Gadahn could be hid-
ing in Pakistan, Sherpao said, “I have
no information.”
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man takes a picture of Ground Zero in New York.

or, 4 years later
Bush compares
Katrina to 9/11

\

AGENCIES
Washington, September 11

US PRESIDENT George W. Bush
vowed that Americans will over-
come the ordeal presented by
Hurricane Katrina as a weekend
of September 11, 2001, remem-
brances was overshadowed by
scenes of destruction in New Or-
leans and along the Gulf Coast.

Bush has failed to recapture
the spirit of national unity he
championed in the weeks and
months after the September 11 at-
tacks, and widespread dissatisfac-
tion with the federal govern-
ment’s slow response to the storm
has helped send his rating to an
all-time low. :

While Democrats had rallied to
help Bush after the 9/11 attacks,
this time they have questioned
the siow federal response to the
hurricane, demanded an inde-
pendent investigation and criti-
cised his handling of the crisis.
Many Republicans have joined in
the criticism.

“Today, America is confronting
another disaster that has caused
destruction and loss of life. This
time the devastation resulted not
from the malice of evil men, but
from the fury of water and
wind,” Bush said. “America will
overcome this ordeal, and we will
be stronger for it.”

“Like that day four Septembers
ago, we once again find ourselves
asking, ‘How could this have hap-
pened?” said Rep. Bennie Thomp-
son, a Mississippi Democrat.
“The answer is painful, but it
must be acknowledged: we simply
were unprepared.”

In New York, brothers and sis-
ters of 9/11 victims recited their
names and messages of remem-

—

US plans for preventive nuke strikes

S. Rajagopalan
Washington, September 11

THE PENTAGON has come up
with a revised planning docu-
‘ment that envisages the use of
nukes to pre-empt attacks

against the US or its allies by

terrorists with access to
weapons of mass destruction.

Still in circulation among
defence services and field com-
manders, the draft came into
the public domain on Sunday
— a day when the US observed
the fourth anniversary of the
9/11 terror attacks. The draft,

however, is dated March 15.

The 69-page document, titled
“Doctrine of Joint Nuclear Op-
erations”, revises the 1995
guidelines on the subject that
made no mention of using
nukes pre-emptively or specifi-
cally against threats from
WMDs. Put together by the
Pentagon’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff office, it is still to be ap-
proved by defence secretary
Donald Rumsfeld.

Details of the plan, first re-
ported by the Washington Post
and available on websites like
www.globalsecurityorg, list

VHAY Dutt
London, September 11

THE HIZB-UT-TAHRIR, an al-
legedly militant group which is
banned in Germany and most
countries in West Asia — and
will soon be banned by Tony
Blair as well — has members in
some of Britain’s most impor-
tant institutions, including the
National Health Service and
blue-chip companies such as
IBM and Reuters, according to
an exclusive investigation by the
Independent on Sunday.

In contrast to other Islamic

groups that the British govern-
ment is contemplating banning,
members of Hizb-ut-Tahrir are
mainly middle-class profession-
als. A significant proportion is
university-educated and work in
finance, information technology,
health and education fields. Quite
a few articulate members of the
organisation, including a chador-
clad young woman and a doctor
who claimed to have treated 7/7
victims, recently appeared on tel-
evision to castigate the govern-
ment for trying to ban the organi-
sation. Apparently, Hizb members
do not intend to take the proposed

ban lying down.

Recently, the Independent on
Sunday disclosed The Guardian
had employed Dilpazier Aslam, a
Hizb member, as a trainee jour-
nalist and articles he wrote after
the London bombings did not
mention his connection with the
group. He lost his job after refus-
ing to give up his membership.

According to the paper’s in-
vestigations at least two mem-
bers of Hizb — which seeks to
form a global Islamic state regu-
lated by the sharia — work for
computer giant IBM, and
Reuters has at least one member

l TERRORRISM

out the scenarios under which
commanders can request pres-
idential approval for pre-emp-
tive use of nuclear weapons.
The strategy is not confined to
dealing with terrorists. It is
also aimed at rogue states with
such potential and gunning for
US targets.

The document says there are
about 30 nations with WMD
programmes along with “non-

state actors (terrorists) either
independently or as sponsored
by an adversarial state”.

The plan also envisions the
use of nukes for “attacks on
adversary installations in-
cluding WMD, deep, hardened
bunkers containing chemical
or biological weapons”.

A point emphasised by the
document is that adversarial
groups and states must be
conditioned to believe the US
has “both the ability and the
will to pre-empt or retaliate
promptly with responses that
are credible and effective”.

among its employees. When in-
formed of this a Reuters
spokesperson said: “We are not
aware of any of our employees
being members of Hizb ul-
Tahrir. If it becomes illegal, then
certainly we would review the
matter on the ‘Do their private
actions impact our public repu-
tation?’ principle.”

An IBM spokesperson said
they were assessing the impact of
any new legislation. It would not
disclose personnel information
“for reasons of data protection”.

Sajjad Khan, a prominent
member of Hizb who runs class-

s

Hizb members in IBM, Reuters:

Report

es on the group’s ideology and
has delivered speeches at the
group’s congresses, said: “Most
of our members are graduates
who work and pay taxes. Very
few of them are unemployed or
rely on state benefits.” A finance
and IT specialist, he said he had
worked for a number of large
companies, including Tesco.
Although the Hizb insists it has
never supported violence in Brit-
ain or West Asia, security sources
accuse it of being one of those
groups that radicalise Muslims to
such a point as to make them at-
tractive to terrorist recruiters.

brance before a weeping crowd
gathered at the site where the
World Trade Center once stood.
The roll of the lost began with
Gordon M. Aamoth Jr., an invest-
ment bank employee. Relatives in
the crowd bowed their heads and
sobbed as speakers uttered brief,
personal messages to the broth-
ers and sisters they had lost.
“You're still our hero, please

keep watching over us,” Eliza-

beth Ahearn said to her brother,
fire lieutenant Brian Ahearn.
“Donald, there’s not a day that

goes by that we don’t think about:

you,” a sobbing Suzanne Gavagan
Mascitis said of her brother, Don-
ald Richard Gavagan Jr, a 35-year-
old bond trading firm employee.

As the names were read, weep-
ing mourners filed down a ramp
to a reflecting memorial pool at
the floor of the 16-acre site,
which remains virtually empty
four years after the attack that
killed 2,749 and tore a hole in the
New York skyline. Families
dropped red, orange and yellow
roses in the still water, some in-
scribed dedications on the wood-
en edge of the pool.

In New Orleans, firefighters
from New York helping with the
relief effort gathered around a
makeshift memorial for their fall-
en comrades. At the service, a bell
from a neighbouring church, its
steeple wiped out by Katrina, was
given to them.

The trade centre site fell silent
at 8.46 am, the time at which a hi-
jacked jetliner crashed into the
north tower, at 9:03 am, when a
second plane had struck the
south tower, and at 9:59 am, when
the south tower fell and at 10:29
am, the precise time when the
second tower collapsed.

7/7 mohile
link with Pak

HT Correspondent
London, September 11

A STOLEN mobile phone has
been found in Pakistan after the
secret agencies there were asked
to trace it by MI5, which suspect-
ed that one of the four suicide
bombers made numerous calls to
it from London, three days be-
fore the bomb attacks on July 7.
Pakistani officials have said
that they suspect the phone was
used by the suicide bombers to
keep in touch with their terror-
ist colleagues. It was discarded
after the London bombings.
Shehzad Tanweer -— one of
the London bombers who visited
Pakistan six months before the
attacks along with the suspected
leader of the bomber cell, Mo-
hammad Sidique Khan, — is said
to have called up the Pakistan
mobile several times; his last cail
to the cell was made on July 4.
The sim card of the stolen
phone originally came from a
mobile in Sukkur, Sindh.. It was
originally owned by a tailor but
fell into the hands of criminals.
It has not been used since July 7.
Whitehall sources refused to
comment on the MI5 request for
“operational reasons” but admit-
ted that mobile phone calls, in-
cluding some made abroad, were
now central to the investigations
to find the mastermind of 7/7.
Once the probe is complete, it is
likely to establish beyond doubt
the links of the bombers with a

group in Pakistan.
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London: Britain has confirmed it
is on the verge of signing its very
first extradition treaty with Pak-
istan, just hours after President
General Pervez Musharraf admit-
ted, for the first time, that there
was a link between a Lahore
madrassa and the 7/7 suicide
bomber Shehzad Tanweer.

Late on Friday, Musharraf con-
firmed for the first time that Tan-
weer had attended the madrassa,
which is considered a hotbed of

ilitant indoctrination.

Meanwhile, the British Home
Office said the UK was “in the final
stages” of negotiating an extradi-
tion treaty that could see suspected
terrorists linked to 7/7 flown to
London for questioning.

Musharraf’s admission comes
after months of an acerbic official
Pakistani response to British accu-
sations that 7/7's three British
Pakistani suicide bombers had
been radicalised in Pakistan.

The three British Pakistani
bombers Mohammed Siddique
Khan, Hasib Hussain and Tanweer
are said to have traveled to Pak-
istan in the months before Lon-
don’s multiple bomb attacks. Secu-
rity agencies say that there, they
made contact with several men

R AR S ¢ 9 .um%»«

linked to Kashmiri militancy, in-
cluding Osama Nazir of the
banned Jaish-e-Mohammed and
Zeeshan Siddique, who is thought
to have fought the Indian Army in
J&K.

Musharraf said on Friday that
his government was “investigating
and would move against any or-
ganisation that helped him (Tan-
weer) in any way.”

In the weeks since the London
bombings, British prime minister
Tony Blair has been pressing Pak-
istan to crack down hard on radi-
cal madrassas and preachers of
hate. British police and intelli-
gence agencies have said that a for-
mal extradition treaty with Pak-
istan would ease the process of in-
vestigating links between British
Pakistani radicals and their coun-
terparts in Pakistan.
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‘Russia’s Beslan

&\ -

ASSOCIATED Press

N
Beslan, September 3 \\ L

THOUSANDS OF bleary-eyed
and anguished residents of
the small town of Beslan on
Saturday marked the anniver-
sary of one of Russia’s dead-
liest terrorist attacks with
white doves rising into the air
and bells tolling. Mourners
again bid a wrenching
farewell to hundreds who per-
ished on September 3, 2004, af-
ter enduring nearly three days
of thirst, hunger and terror at
Beslan’s School No. 1.

A day after an extraordi-
nary meeting with victims’
relatives, President Vladimir
Putin ordered a fresh investi-
gation, acknowledging criti-
cism of the authorities’ han-
dling of the school seizure by
heavily armed militants, the
botched rescue and the subse-
quent inquiry.

On the edge of town, several
thousand people poured into
the cemetery of red granite
graves. The sea of grieving peo-
ple listened for nearly 30 min-
utes as the list of the dead was
read aloud to the sound of a
ticking clock. Some wept quiet-

T -
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relives the pain

AFP

Relatives at the grave of a Beslan victim on Saturday.

ly; most bowed their heads.

Then, a wave of sobbing
swelled from the crowd as a
white sheet was pulled off an
8-meter statue depicting four
women holding up a tree of
angels. White doves released
into the air circled over the
crowd several times.

Family members and friends
gathered around graves, laying
crackers and chocolates on the

stones and pouring water onto
the dirt as offerings for the
dead. Some whispered
farewells to the graves.

“After this, what else can I be-
lieve in? What else can I see?
What can I expect? Idon’t know
what else. I've lost faith,” said
Sveta Beroyeva, whose 10-year-
old twin grandsons, Soslan and
Aslan, were killed. The cere-
monies “will help some. For

many, nothing will ever help.”

Earlier, Putin opened the
weekly meeting of his Securi-
ty Council with a moment of
silence. He then said investi-
gators would be sent to Beslan
to verify information he had
been given at a Friday meeting
with members of a mothers’
committee who have demand-
ed that negligent or corrupt of-
ficials be prosecuted.

Susanna Dudiyeva, the
head of the Beslan Mothers’
Committee, told reporters af-
ter Friday’s meeting that the
group still held Putin person-

ally responsible for the
tragedy and that Putin told
them he feels guilty.

Around Beslan on Saturday,
cauldron fires could be seen
burning in courtyards between
apartment buildings as fami-
lies cooked lamb and beef and
traditional Ossetian flatbread
for mourning meals. At 1.05 pm
the time of the first explosion,
at least 4,000 people had
squeezed into the courtyard
outside the Beslan school gym-
nasium. As a bell tolled, chil-

dren released hundreds of

white balloons into the air to
symbolise the souls of the dead.



Zawahrl 77 bomber

YARA BAYOUMY
DUBAI, SEPTEMBER 2

THE suspected ring-
leader of the July 7 London
suicide bombers warned of
more strikes in a pre-death
videotaped statement that
included praise for the
bombings from Al Qaeda’s
second-in-command Ay-
man al-Zawabhri.

“Until we feel secure, you
will be our targets; until you
stop the bombing, gassing,
imprisonment and torture of
my people, we will not stop
this fight. We are at war and I
am a soldier,” said Moham-
mad Sidique Khan on a
videotape aired by Al Jazeera
television on Thursday.

Al Jazeera presented Al
Qaeda deputy Zawahri and
Khan in separate segments
of videotaped statements,
which the network de-
scribed as a claim of respon-
sibility from Al Qaeda for
the blasts on London’s
transport system which

Zawahri on the tape

killed 56 people, including
the four bombers.

It was not clear how long
before Khan’s death the
tape had been made, or
where. The single videotape
appeared to be a compila-
tion of different pieces of
footage. Zawahri and Khan
did not appear together on
the tape. Neither statement
explicitly said Qsama bin
Laden’s network was be-
hind the bombings. .

“The blessed London
raid was a slap in the face of
the arrogant, crusader
British rulers,” Zawahri
said. “This glorious raid,

(‘U\/\,xﬁ\f\ %

warnj o attacks

like the others before it in
New York, Washington
and Madrid, has moved
our battle right to the en-
emy’s doorstep,” he added,
referring to the September
11, 2001, attacks in the
United States and last
year’s bombing on Madrid
trains which were blamed
on Al Qaeda.

Khan appeared wearing
a turban, seemingly relaxed
and speaking directly to
camera in the heavy accent
common to people from
Yorkshire in northern Eng-
land, where he had lived.
« Khan called bin Laden,
Zawahri, and Al Qaeda in
Iraq leader Musab al-Zar-
gawi “today’s heroes” and
hailed the “martyrs” who

‘had given their lives in de-

fence of Islam.

“Ourwords are dead until
we give them life with our
blood,” he said. “I and thou-
sands like me are forsaking
everything for what we be-
lieve.”

—Reuters .
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\

NO double gtandards

ime and again, when governments promise
“strong” action against terrorism, they come up
with knee-jerk responses that inevitably under-
mine civil liberties. The British Government
seems to be no exception, despite the plausible assurances
by Prime Minister Tony Blair that his new anti-terrorism
measures are directed at “extremism, and extremism only.”
If anything, the Blair Government has shown a readiness to
compromise on human rights and the much cherished Brit-
ish tradition of freedom of expression and liberal values for
the very first of the measures that will be implemented —
deportation of foreigners for “unacceptable behaviour” that
includes “fomenting, justifying or glorifying terrorist vio-
lence [and] other serious criminal activity.” A signatory to
the European Convention on Human Rights, Britain cannot
return people to countries where they might face death
penalty, torture, or other mistreatment. The British Gov-
ernment’s assurances that the safety of those it sends back
will be guaranteed by “memoranda of understanding” with
the countries concerned have not satisfied many. In the age
of advanced communication, does it help that hate-mongers
will not be able to preach in Britain? They could as easily
propagate their message of violence from anywhere else in
the world.

Aside from the concerns about the impact of the new
measures on human rights and civil liberties in Britain,
elsewhere in the world there is the nagging worry of British
and American double standards when it comes to defining
terrorism, especially in respect of non-Western countries.
The United Kingdom Terrorism Act, 2000, describes terror-
ism as acts that involve “serious violence” against a person
or “serious damage” to property, endanger a person’s life,
create a “serious risk” to public safety or health, or interfere
with or disrupt an electronic system and are used to influen-
ce the government or intimidate the public and to advance a
political, religious or ideclogical cause. The legislation cov-
ers terrorism within and outside the U.K. It makes an of-
fence of inviting financial and other support for a proscribed
organisation and of addressing a meeting in support of such
an organisation. Under this Act, the British Government
should have long ago acted against Anton Balasingham,
political adviser to the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam and
a British citizen normally resident in Britain. The LTTE is
banned in the UK., but Mr. Balasingham routinely address-
es meetings in its support. The British Government did not
invoke this law even when the LTTE carried out the outra-
geous July 2001 attack on Sri Lanka’s international airport;
instead, it advocated that Sri Lanka should begin peace talks
with the Tigers. Now that the Blair Government has pro-
posed fresh measures that will make an offence of condon-
ing or glorifying terrorism in Britain and abroad, by
foreigners as well as British citizens, it is time for an honest
debate on a more focussed but also universal definition of
terrorism and the types of related conduct that would be
unacceptable. This alone will safeguard human rights, and
ensure that the real terrorists do not slip through the cracks
anywhere in the world.

-

rd

WW



" sauedy ‘syjoee L Amy oy}
210J9q [[om O')Je I8pUl JWOD p[nom
urejlg jey) Susls alom aI9Yyj pres
SH JemOJ, oI oy} ojur 3af aouery
JIV Ue YSeao 0} sfediped ueriad[y Aq
ydwie)ye pe6T & uryiof Jo)Fe 11/6 8.10J8q

seusfy *LIOPUOT] SB Yons AJ10 feany
-TOTIN B Ul pom Ae) Uey) uredep
sthousdouioy Afpdae ur syoeye 3un
-joid pue Supenur sury JI9yYysnoy
© 9ARY P[NOM epreY [V Aes sptodxy
"RISY Ul 9seq ATejr[rut §f) 1sadxer
) sysoy pue beay ur sdooay 0p9 suon
-e3s yey} Affe S @sop e ‘uedep paus
-yeaxy} Ajpejyesdsl sey eprep v
"ePOSO

eM yeaoare Suryoe(ly sistIo1Ia} jo

JeSuep sy} JO pauTem I ‘sAeak g Ul
s}oadsns WSLIOIIS) (0g UBRY} SI0W JO
1salTe 9} U9asIaA0 SeY axamnsnag
‘uestuRyary
pue uesiyed O} €ISV [eIIUI)

DNAOIIH ATIelaqods jouiqed  JOryo
pres ‘st (uruaem) 31odax STy} 93810
-U02 MOY Jead 3, usl 3, ‘Suruiow Aep
114 uo xeq[op ayy jsurede dip 03 uak
8} pasheo osfe SuruIem J0119} aYJ,

"0AYO, Se yons axjusd reroueu
- uersy a8.xe] e yoene 03 Surredsad
Sem BPIED [V 1By} paurem [eLoyjo
Youady e.lajfe AJLmMods pauaiysn) sey
1 jey} Aeprig uo pres ueder :0440],

uedef ut suaysn Aundas ‘sdip usp

[e1oyyo Yyouas4 doj sheg ‘uoisay uj aouapyuo) sumoE_ hoza__m 0] JUBM\ SISLIOLI]

sqny [ejoueuy uejjensny ‘uejsy

y3noay) sasnone) o) wo.yy 3Sur
-({3391)§ 9DUI[OIA dI0W JO , J33uwep
SNOLISS,, B OSTE SBM 2191} pres ajex)
-sIdemt 9y} ‘Wwoay 3urwod eIy}
IX3aU 9Y) MES 9Y II9YM DPINSV
"9)1S oM S, [ U0 MITA

108418 AoUpAg B UC JBISOd Y " i3]

uéE£®Eom
Aes
‘Buiylawos

mmm:o>h_
W o W

~1 /\ A [

-Joqur oy} Jo dirosuen) e 03 Suipaod
-0€ ‘pres aJondnrg ., ‘UoI3ad BISY 1sed
-UINoS oY} 9SI[IqeIsap 03 uoijesiued
-10 eprepd [y aU3 Jo aatsap 10 Ljoeded
9y} Sunooe[dou JeyMaUIOs aIe aM,,
Aes spradxe 10119} ‘ep
-TeP [V 0} SUOIoauuod Suoxls
aaey o3 sxeadde ‘siselq ay3 pe
-yenedaad yorym ‘(Ir) yeAruwrey
S[ Yeewd( 9y -Suelen
-sny pojjesae) Apurewr syoe)
-Je ay3 y3nouy ‘sisefq IS1I0119)
paJajns sey erssuopuy ‘ersy
u] ‘yIomjsu suspe]T urq Aq
pajadae] ussq I0q sARY Yorym
‘edoang Jo0 S 9y} weyy yoepe
ue J0J paoredasd ssa] a1om SoLx)}
-Unod UBISY [elaAds pres o
.'S198.xe] reryuslod osre are
‘eredisny pue oxodedurg se
yons ‘uor8ad SIY} Ul Sa1IUNod

}oepe | %

JOYIO 'SIOISSAUL JO 30ULPYUOD 3y} U0
joeduwy oruiouoos juellodull ue saey
Afreotueyoswi pnom wedep a1l 18y
-Tewl [eIOUBUL] B U0 }oepe Auy,, ‘pres
JJLIBYS 97, poueusoIu uewl 8y, "ples
a13nsnag ,‘peyadae) ussq saey pmod
‘uedep ATerosdss ‘uordad sIYj ul S8LY
-uno3d et} ULy} sh syeU Jey) Uoryewt
-JIOJUI JO SUSWISIO [RIOADS dARY OM,,
"epred 1v 10 juertodur Afreorjoq
-WAS 9q pmom AsupAs Jo saodedurs
‘0A}0], U0 Yoelle Ue pres Go)ednsea
-ut Ist10aa9} dojy seouerq ‘essindnag
s[nor1-uesp ‘rodedsmou seuIr],
fetoueurd surejtag o3 suryesds Kep
-SINYJ, UG MS1AISUT UR Ul pres a3pnf
WSLIOLIS}-[IUre oUaLf J0TUSS B ‘U013
-al 9y} Ul IDUIPLJUOD JIOISSAUT SUTWH
-I9pum 0} S3IIUID [eroueul) ueifensny
Jo ueIsy uo yoepe ue supuueld sq
PINOo2 ePTED [V dnoas J0118], :HOPUO]T

—M—ﬁzz 3auagi|eu]

epled Iv

s

TH:

27 oanG e



727 UG e

mﬁﬂ,wwﬂﬁ:ﬁécﬁmﬁammmﬁf
BIFAICS T wiE FIw (Gifes, Sersm a Frela
TS WOy @Fgsd TS NG 776 03 92
R SRR BT At wiwl fre o1 e
A [{eg sEmer [few G oiew I T
fIs1ee1fe wi-a2 gfnar 42 WHEE $A FRiE
*ITF2 TIGHTS CCRA (ST |

TR QY SRR *ErEE 77, TCCAels AgA
TG AT T Sl T bR el SR
QRS (NS G (ATF G A ACFRTIR AR
i SRl ) e e S seta
29! SN IS AR WEw 9 N e
e @35 GRS BITee WFetd S{si Irete
e I W Irwl s frwcg, ‘e
' o Rl NG I T olCe T ©NBEINT |
| RS @111 fow omery 62 arefy {ioa @ o
T 2! INER FTI TN AR, T ¢ WHHAEIA
| “FEPRIoE et ey @ gl 22 2w )
‘ e MF AT @wgrg ES qfeuns
w\ﬁﬁmﬁa\mmaw@*ﬁamwﬁﬁ
(e @ Jibme %) @ o Teifd fareg
HeES @, Ol @ (@ N TG 7% 0o
A | TG G YN AT (@NE SIHA TS| &75)
= T eeifie R g e s s
FAGA-IICGT 27 ROl qre pure Tedel wifa
AR A, (G, DS GBI G2 $IF AH
lifoem, FEPRIEE Jro! awgsd I Fee!
(ERME Tl Zatg| SfbEace shafa i e
FEAIR TG AT 7T TORGE WAE WOF [T
gwifs | wig areiita @ @, G5 =48 71
% (oNEIR WA FACH, AG-PICST A A 7
AFE FARA, SIHA (BTT 92 (FIFF HF A
PRMIF Q@9 S @ ety

A‘b L

43 e 4o woa frn vl saem a3
farew fafen o1® (U q- AHRSIGW TS
(e ol aerw gk fosl) RGew @3
A wdfafes i ghiem aenea, wiE
PG NI S gl eferay R m 9w @R
RS 41 TN (5TW W WS | ©fF FAN,
“wfipd-+d afimre fEfofierel 98 w03 fure =i
IRWIE AW 1 FNSE WA (2% F@ @HfE)
G (NG A T (ATE I T, G2 ABEA
¥R, ReIES T SR &% 20s <)
T gNE 93 ASE FOE T GO
YIS (573 ACA 0=, S AT 94 5
Sesfo 63 orw wdtieT Oia ewesld FwRErs
A SR (AR @ R W R S
e g O e A9 (507 (@ 2@ QAR
G T TCT AT (@R | o], ©eoia
(ST ITEN A Arge PrEnsg Zerg o/ zre
AN G2 TAHF AR Prefaae |
BT QYANE T ZeTE JCEEH, OId
(TR TG 2eTR WE - U (AT AR
o wBRE eicae s wes s, Wi
T (e WS gl U @ @ o A, ©fd
ol JeeE Befere a1 5/ 5997 #iF (A3 M
T el wlfd AR QR 43 WHEE |
/RIS OITe (@FINe v 20 A [
wirefif wlaprels umfor Ragfe aerree
o1 @5 37| fT 30w, “9 Rl ot Jffe,
il T g A @ieiRen Swwifss o a
E (ST TR, TN T SITS F STHL (e |
fargl” wetd a/a-937 A@ FFivrel IREe
39| — g @z 5, 1 B =g




AQABA 1 Iragis, Egyptians, Jordanians and Syrian in cus{(ﬁy

Jordan arrests Arabs over
% Aqaba rocket attacks

REUTERS
AMMAN, AUGUST 21

| Attack may signal opening

ORDAN hasdetained q

scores of Arab suspects

as part of the investiga-

tion into a rocket at-
tack on US warships in the
Red Sea port of Agaba, secu-
rity officials said on Sunday.

Most of the suspects were
arrested in the Shalala quarter
of the Red Sea Port that over-
looks the port during house-to-
house searches following Fri-
day’s attack, the officials said.

Interior Minister Awni
Yarfas said security forces were
making headway in the probe
into the firing of three Katyusha
rockets that missed their targets
but hit Jordanian facilities in
the city, killing one soldier and
injuring another. “The authori-
ties have made advanced
progress in their work,” Yarfas
said, without giving any details,

The Bahrain-based US
Fifth Fleet said one missile
narrowly missed the USS Ash-
land, an amphibious ship de-

"signed to transport marines
and launch assault landing
craft and helicopters.

Security sources said several
Iraqis, a Syrian and scores of
Egyptians and Jordanians
were among those detained in
the poor Shalala area, known
as a hotbed of crime and a
hideout for smugglers and
cross border drug trading.

Police sources said anumber
of unused Katyushas were also
found in the warehouse in the
industrial area near the city cen-

22 AUG 2008

of new Zarqawi front

‘ SULEIMAN AL-KHALIDI
AMMAN, AUGUST 21

A ROCKET attack which narrowly
missed two US warships in Jordan maybe a
signal that Iraq’s Al Qaeda leader Abu
Musab al Zarqawi has opened a new front
against Washington’s closest Arab ally, se-
curity experts said on Sunday.

The two US warships were likely to be
carefully chosen targets, the experts said.
The vessels are among those that have been

regularly docking and unloading supplies in-
the Red Sea port of Aqaba since the US led

the invasion of Iraq in 2003.

Jordanian intelligence experts say the at-
tack using Katyusha rockets indicates Zar-
qawi may favour expanding military attacks
to pro-US ally Jordan to hurt Washington’s
war effort in Iraq.

“Zarqawi appreciates more than ever that
by hitting the US Military in Jordan he
would score not just a symbolic victory but
maybe disrupt a hitherto safe supply route
for the US Army into bases in the western
desert (of Iraq),” said one intelligence ex-
pert and official who requested anonymity.

Jordan denies providing logistical backing
to Washington’s military campaign though
the US Military has said in briefings that it

has used the country as a main supply route.

“This is the first time they actually pene-
trated in a well coordinated military opera-
tion. Zarqawi will have learned from this
how to conduct a military operation in Jor-
dan even if it missed its target...,” one security
official said. The incident has stoked fears in
a tightly policed country that has not seen
the kind of attacks on tourist resorts and
Westerners that have taken place elsewhere.

“The possibilities now exist of an increase
in terror attacks and wider targets. It’s un-
avoidable we have now become targetted
like Saudi Arabia and Egypt,” said Mah-
moud Kharabsheh, a prominent deputy and
aformer senior intelligence official.

The last major attempt by Zarqawi’s
group last year was a plot to wage a chemical
attack using suicide bombers against govern-
ment and US targets in the kingdom.

Audio tapes purportedly from Zarqawi
have vowed to punish Jordan’s rulers for
“aiding the treacherous enemy America”.

“It’s premature to tell now but if the at-
tackers trained in Iraq then this could be a
very dangerous turn. We have so far only
seen Jordanian militants heading to Iraq and
blowing themselves up in suicide bomb-
ings,” one former minister with ties to the in-
telligence community said. —Reuters

tre from where investigators say
the rockets were launched.
The autherities had earlier
said the warehouse was leased
a few days before the Friday
attack by Iraqis and Egyptians.
One Jordanian security offi-

cial said that while they have

not conclusively established*

who ultimately sponsored the
attacks several new leads
point to Osama bin Laden’s
Al Qaeda network. He did
not elaborate.

A security source said initial
probes.indicate the attackers
may have planned to hit other
targets including King Abdul-
lah’s beach palace resort and
a hotel complex used by
Ameriean soldiers.
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Rockets hit Red Sea port, miss US ships
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ONE JORDANIAN soldier was
killed and another severely
wounded on Friday in a rocket
attack, apparently targeting
American ships in the Jordan-
ian Red Sea port of Agaba, offi-
cials said. An Al-Qaida-linked
group has claimed responsibility
for rocket attacks.

The three Katyusha rockets
hit a warehouse and a hospital in
Aqgaba, killing a Jordanian sol-
dier, and struck the nearby Is-
raeli port city of Eilat. A second
Jordanian soldier was severely
wounded. No U.S. military per-
sonnel were injured.

“Zionists are our rightful tar-
get,” said a statement, signed by
Al-Qaida in Levant and Egypt,
the Martyr Abdallah Azzam
Brigades.

The statement, posted on an Is-
lamist website, promised an at-
tack in the Israeli city of Tel Aviv.

“We bombed them in Taba and
we attacked them today in Eilat
and we will shake them up in Tal
Al-Rabih (Tel Aviv in Arabic),
God willing,” the statement said,
according to a translation.

The authenticity of the claim
has not been confirmed.

The Martyr Abdallah Azzam
Brigades is one of several
groups that claimed responsibil-
ity for the October 2004 attacks
in the Sinai, Egypt tourist re-
sorts of Taba and Ras Shitan.
Those attacks killed 34 people.

Three Katyusha rockets were
fired from a warehouse in Agaba
close to the port, a Jordanian
government statement said.

The casualties occurred when

Qaida gro

Agencies
Amman, August 19

" one rocket flew over the bow of

the USS Ashland and struck a
warehouse used by the Jordan-
ian military, the officials said.

“At approximately 8:44 a.m. lo-
cal time, a suspected mortar
rocket flew over the USS Ash-
land’s bow and impacted in a
warehouse on the pier in the
vicinity of the Ashland and USS
Kearsarge. The warehouse sus-
tained an approximate 8-foot
hole in the roof of the building,”
according to a statement from
the US Central Command. No US
military personnel were injured.

A second missile landed near
amilitary hospital in Aqaba, and
the third landed in the neigh-
bouring Israeli Red Sea port city
of Eliat, the Jordanian govern-
ment said.

The third rocket partially ex-
ploded, Israeli military sources
said, damaging a road and a car.
It fell on a road just east of the
city’s airport. No injuries were
reported.

A Jordanian security source
said authorities were searching
for three men in the Katyusha
missile attack, which was
launched from an industrial
warehouse area near the en-
trance to the city.

“We're searching for a Syrian

and two Iraqis who are in Aqaba
and used Kuwaiti number
plates,” the source said. ‘
- Immediately after the attack,
the two US amphibious assault
ships, which had been on a jeint
training exercise with the Jor-
danian navy, weighed anchor
and headed for the safety of open
water. /

Israeli defence minis§ér Shaul
Mofaz said the two courtdries were

cooperating in the investigation.

The ships were in port so
sailors could train with regional
partners, the US Navy com-
mander Jeff Breslau said. “It’s
very unusual for the US ships to
be under attack in this part of
the region... It’s pretty safe to
conclude that they were proba-
bly trying to hit one or both of
the ships.”

Security forces sealed off the
area of the port near the ware-
house. Breslau said the US mili-
tary ships subsequently left the
port.

Marines from the 26th Expedi-
tionary Unit were on board the
ships “in support of the global
war on terrorism (and) Operation
Iraqi Freedom,” Breslau said.

The massive 844-feet, 40,500-
ton USS Kearsarge is staffed
with nearly 2,000 Marines and
more than 1,000 sailors, accord-
ing to its website.

The smaller 609-feet, 16,000-ton
USS Ashland carries more than
400 Marines and more than 400
sailors.

The Kearsarge, which carries
Harrier jump jets and about
2,000 personnel, serves as the
command ship of an Amphibi-
ous Ready Group and was in-
volved in the famed 1995 rescue
of US Air Force pilot Captain
Scott O’Grady after he was shot
down over Bosnia.

0il climbed back above $64 af-
ter the attack even though Jor-
dan is not a crude oil exporter.

“The knee jerk reaction to
this sort of headline is to think
of the Middle East as a powder
keg,” said Deborah White, sen-
ior energy analyst at SG Com-
modities in Paris.
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AP

US navy vessel USS Kearsage, an amphibious assault ship, leaves the Jordanian port of Agaba on Friday after
unknown attackers fired at least three missiles.

up claims responsibility @ Security forces seal off port

Sharm bombing
mastermind
detained

ASSOCIATED Press
Cairo, August 19

EGYPTIAN POLICE has de-
tained a suspected mastermind
behind last month’s deadly at-
tacks in the Red Sea resort of
Sharm el-Sheik, an interior
ministry official said on Friday.

Hassan el-Arishi was arrest-
ed on Thursday at a house in
the northern Sinai Peninsula,
the official said on condition of
anonymity.

Other suspects detained
since the three July 23 bomb-
ings that killed at least 64 peo-
ple have identified el-Arishi as
one of the masterminds who
also helped carry out the at-
tacks, the official said.

El-Arishi had been using
identity documents belonging
to a Nile Delta farmer, the offi-
cial added. The suspect’s fami-
ly is being questioned. -

No other details were provid-
ed. The detainee’s name has
not previously surfaced as a
suspect in the Sharm attacks,
which Egyptian investigators
believe may have been carried
out by home-grown Islamic

. militant cells based in the

Sinai, possibly with interna-
tional links.

The attacks included two
car bombs and a bomb in a
knapsack that ripped throu
a luxury hotel in Egypt.




Blast after blast after...

Bangla in half hour

500 bombs explode across

Rangpur

Mymensingh

Main cities hitby
blasts. Munshiganj

it By

63 of 64 | 500 crude
districts | bombs

Musharrat’s choice before Khala

PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Aug. 17: The seri-
al blasts in Bangladesh have
again raised questions about
the Khaleda Zia-led coalition
government’s ability — even
intention — to deal with rising
Islamic fundamentalism.

For India, though, the vital
concern is an unstable neigh-
bour with which it shares
more than 4,000 km of border
that was virtually sealed after
the blasts.

Officially, its response was
brief. A foreign ministry
spokesman said: “We have
seen reports relating to the
hundreds of explosions all
over Bangladesh which have

Sylhet
.« Habiganj
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and 11.30 am
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injured dozens of people,
some seriously. The scale and
coordination of these explo-
sions countrywide raises a
number of questions.”

It seems almost a certainty
that the blasts in 63 of the cou-
ntry’s 64 district headquarters
were not the handiwork of a
single outfit.

Zia’s Bangladesh National
Party came to power four
years ago with a promise to
improve deteriorating law
and order.

Today, its ability to do so
has been called into question
in a spectacular manner.

She will now be under gro-
wing pressure, within and out-
side the country, particularly

" Government offices,
courts, press clubs

from the Americans, to crack
down on fundamentalists, as
Pervez Musharraf has been
forced to.

Like Musharraf, Zia has
banked on this constituency to
ride to power, defeating the
moderate Awami League of
Sheikh Hasina.

Although Jamaat-ul-Mu-
jahideen’s leaflets have been
found at the blast spots and
suspicion will also fall on Ja-
grata Muslim Janata Bang-
ladesh — both banned outfits
— sources in Dhaka and Delhi
said neither had the ability to
carry out an operation of this
scale.

The low-yield explosives
also made it clear that the

sSuspect

Jamaat-ul-
Mujahideen

Flit} A podic sivian sheaws bwo voesploded bhombs Jierto:

Time | Target

blasts were not aimed at
killing people but to send a sig-
nal of the ability to do damage
on a massive scale.

“Those behind the blasts
wanted to tell the government
that if they wanted to they
could have created massive
damage,” a source said.

An Indian official accused
Zia and her supporters of en-
couraging a culture that has
had its “logical conclusion” in
today’s blasts.

Questions have often been
raised about alleged links
many in the Jamaat-e-Islami,
a part of the coalition, have
with fundamentalist groups.

Some BNP ministers have
also come under the scanner

for allegedly encouraging the
entry of illegal arms into the
country.

India had refused to partic-
ipate in the Saarc summit in
Dhaka early this year after an
Awami League leader was kil-
led. It also had the Americans
moving with the FBI coming
down to help investigations.

Bangladesh’s donors thr-
eatened to stop funds unless
Zia took steps to control funda-
mentalism.

Early this year, she did ban
some groups, but within mon-
ths the government decided to
go slow. The serial blasts could
yet make a Musharraf out of
Zia.

W See Pages 8 and 13

| Islamic rule

in war cry

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka, Aug. 17: A wave of
fear struck Bangladesh
this morning as over 500
crude bombs exploded al-
most simultaneously
across towns and cities,
killing two persons and
injuring about 140.

The bombs targeted gov-
ernment offices, courts, press
clubs and universities in Dh-
aka and 63 of the country’s 64
district headquarters, spar-
ing only Munshiganj.

Leaflets left at blast sites,
bearing the name of banned
Islamist outfit Jamaat-ul-Mu-
jahideen, asked the governme-
nt and Parliament to establish
Islamic rule in Bangladesh.

“It is time to implement Is-
lamic law... there is no future
with man-made law,” they
said. “We are warning Bush
and Blair to abanéon-eecupa-
tion of Muslim countries.
NGOs are warned to stop anti-
Islamic activities... else they
will be completely uprooted.”

The 11-11.30 am blasts, wh-
ich took place just hours after
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
left for China, almost paral-
ysed the nation.

Work stopped at governme-
nt and private offices with peo-
ple rushing back home. Cars
and rickshaws went off the ro-
ads in most cities. The blasts
killed a rickshaw-puller in the
western Chapainawabganj to-
wn and a child in Savar.

A man who has a shop near
Dhaka’s National Press Club
said a young man with a cap
on his head came and left a sm-
all paper bag. “It exploded mi-
nutes after he left,” he said. “I
did not suspect that there was
abomb inside the bag.”

Security was tightened at
key installations and addition-
al forces deployed across the
country by a government that
seemed surprised by the tim-
ing of the attack.

Home minister Lutfuzzam-
an Babar said the authorities
had been tipped off about pos-
sible bomb attacks on August
14, 15 and 16. “Nothing hap-
pened during that period,” he
told reporters. “We had no in-
formation about August 17.”

At every blast site, the po-
lice found pairs of batteries

used as detonator. The bombs,
they said, were locally made
but not powerful.

About 50 people, including
a few madarsa students, were
arrested from various parts of
the country.

In Dhaka, bombs went off
on the premises of the Judge
Court and the Supreme Court,
near the press club, the airport
and Sheraton Hotel, at Uttara
and Gulshan townships and
the Palasi area.

“We heard the blast from
the first floor of the Judge Co-
urt,” said lawyer Abdul Matin.
“Then there was another blast
from the other side.”

A bomb exploded from in-
side a vendor’s van at the Chit-
tagong press club.

“Bombs exploded in front

SET OF BELIEFS |

®Promulgate
Islarmiclam s

®Reject judicial system
and Constitution

#Disband administrative
and electoral system

#Boycott courts until
Islamic law takes hold

#*Proponents of
democracy are Islam’s
enemies

of the Chittagong press club,
Shah Amanat bridge, EPZ
area, Bahaddarhat bus termi-
nal, New Market, Darul Fazal
Market, near Port Bhaban,
Muradpur, Halishahar court
building, near CMM court, re-
gistry office at court building,
Kazir Dewri crossing, La-
lkhan Bazar, Agrabad and De-
wanhat crossing,” said local
journalist Osman Gani Ma-
nsur. “The city is in panic.”

The Opposition has called
a strike on Saturday in protest
against the blasts.

Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen, led
by the fugitive “Bangla Bhai”,
was banned in February with
the Jagrata Muslim Janata
Bangladesh amid a spate in po-
litical violence in the country.

Bengal and north-eastern
states have stepped up border
vigil.

Police recovered a dozen
bombs, said to be similar to
those used in Bangladesh,
from a house near Bongaon, 4
km from the border. .

p————
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“Britain bans two militant
outfits, ti ghtens gerror laws

HSRAO [y
LONDON, AUGUST 5

DESCRIBING the Al
Qaeda justification of the
London bombings as a “com-
plete obscenity”, British Prime
Minister Tony Blair unveiled
stringent measures to clamp

down on terrorism on Friday, -

even as he announced a ban
on two extremist organisa-
tions, the Hizb ut-Tahrir and
the successor organisation to
the Al-Muhajiroun.

Hizb ut-Tahrir spokesman
Imran Waheed said the group
would fight any ban through
the courts.

Speaking at Downing
Street, in an apparent refer-
ence to Thursday’s video mes-
sage from Al Qaeda number
two Ayman al-Zawahri, Blair

" said,“These are the self-same
people who support the killing
of wholly innocent people in
Iraq (and) Afghanistan.... That
is why, when they try to use
Iraq or Afghanistan or Pales-
tine as a means of saying ‘We

S VLR

British PM Tony Blalr in
London on Friday. Reuters *

have justification for what we
do,’it is a complete obscenity.”
Blair also said that consulta-
tions were under way toframe
guidelines for excluding or de-
porting persons involved with
terrorism. These would in-
clude fostering hatred, advo-
cating violence and justifying
or validating such violence.
“We will consult on a new
power to order the closure of a
place of worship which is used
as a centre for fomenting ex-
tremism,” Blair said, “and will
consult with Muslim leaders in
respect of those clerics who

N o
oo
DN

W

are ot British citizens, to
draw gp a list of those not suit-
able tq preach.”

New anti-terror legislation
is expected later this year,
which envisages making an of-
fence of condoning or glorify-
ing terrorism, applicable
worldwide, not just in the UK.

Anyone who has partici-

- pated in terrorism or has any-

thing to do with it anywhere
would automatically be re-
fused asylum.

“We already have powers
to strip citizenship from
those individuals who act in
a way that is contrary to the

- interests of this country. We

will now consult on extend-
ing these powers.... Let no
one be in any doubt that the
rules of the games are chang-
ing,” Blair said.
Commending the British
public for responding with
tolerance to the London ter-
ror attacks, the Prime Minis-
ter added that that tolerance
was in danger of being
stretched. —PT7




reprieve

s
HT Correspondent
New Delhi, August 4

THE SUPREME Court on Thursday
upheld the death penalty on a mili-
tant who attacked Parliament four
years ago, but reduced the sentence
on an accomplice. Mohd Afzal, a
Jaish-e-Mohammed militant, faces.
death while his cousin Shaukat
Hussain Guru’s sentence was redu-
ced to 10 years’ imprisonment.

The Supreme Court also endor-
sed the acquittal of Afzal’s wife Af-
san Guru and Delhi lecturer S.A.R.
Geelani. The cou-
rt agreed that Gee-
lani’s role was su-
spect but said
there was no dire-
ct evidence to con-
vict him.

The four had
earlier appeared
in a trial court
and then in Delhi
High Court before
the matter went to
the apex court.
The Delhi police
wanted the acqui-
ttals overturned,
but the court not
only upheld these
but also relaxed
one of the death |
sentences. i

Only Afzal was
awarded the death sentence each
time. Supreme Court judges PV.
Reddi and P.P. Naolekar said there
was not even a shred of doubt about
his role in the attack. “The collecti-
ve conscience of the society will be
satisfied only if the death penalty is
awarded to Afzal,” the Bench said.

Shaukat got a fresh lease of life,
having been awarded death on both
earlier occasions. The Supreme
Court said he apparently had
known of the conspiracy but had
not been involved in the actual at-
tack. It gave him a jail term for not
disclosing what he knew to the au-
thorities. Shaukat was also fined Rs
25,000; in case of default, he will
have to spend an extra year in jail.

and Afsan

and Afsan

\\A’\m

w DEC 2001 Trial court awards
death to Afzal, Shaukat and
Geelani, 5 years jail to Afsan

® OCT 2003 Delhi High Court ¢
upholds death penalty to Afzal %
and Shaukat, acquits Geelani

™ AUG 2005 Supreme Court #
upholds death penalty to Afzal, %
reduces Shaukat’s sentence to &
10 years’ imprisonment,
upholds acquittal of Geelani

PARLIAMENTY ATTACK

Death for main

é(used

for three others
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Afsan, initially sentenced to five
years in jail, had been acquitted by
the Delhi High Court. The apex
court endorsed her acquittal, but
had a lot to say about Geelani, a lec-
turer in Zakir Hussain College.

Geelani had been awarded death
in the first trial before being acqui-
tted by the High Court. The Supre-
me Court said a spectre of suspi-
cion hung over him because of his
behaviour at the time of the attack
and the “false statements” he gave
to the police. “But suspicion alone is
not sufficient to convict a person,”
Reddi said.

The reprieve
was lost on Geela-
ni, who termed as
“unnecessary” the
court’s remark
that his conduct
after the incident
was suspect. “I
have not gone
through the judg-
ment, yet I think
that these were
unnecessary
remarks. The High
Court had said I
was not even rem-
otely connected
% with the conspira-
¢ cy” hesaid.

“Naturally, I am
happy to be a free
man, but I don’t
think acquittal of an innocent man
is a cause for celebration. I think it
is a time for reflection on why I was
sentenced to death in the first
place,” he said.

Shaukat’s advocate Shanti
Bhushan said the 10-year sentence
was surprising, given that the of-
fence was not disclosing the conspir-
acy to attack Parliament. The advo-
cate was upset that the court had not
summoned him to hear his argu-
ments on this charge.

Afzal’s advocate Sushil Kumar
said, “My client should have been
treated on a par with Shaukat, but
the Supreme Court awarded death
to him while relaxing the sentence
on Shaukat.”

Mohammed Afzal Death upheld

Shalll(at Gllrll Relaxed to 10-year RI

Afsan Guru Acquittal upheld
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Cairo/London, August 4

AL-QAIDA DEPUTY leader Ay-
man al-Zawahri threatened more
attacks in London on a videotape
aired on the pan-Arab satellite
channel Al-Jazeera on Thursday.
He said that British Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair would be the
reason for them. Al-Zawahri also
threatened the US with tens of
thousands of military dead if it
does not withdraw its troops
from Iraq immediately. The tape
was delivered exactly one month
after the July 7 bombings in Lon-
don that killed 56 people, includ-
ing four suicide attackers.

“Blair has brought to you de-
struction in central London, and
he will bring more of that, God
willing,” al-Zawahri said in the
tape, referring to the July 7 and
July 21 attacks on London’s
tubes and buses.

In London, Blair’s Downing
Street office declined to com-
ment on the broadcast.

Al-Zawahri, an Egyptian doc-
tor who merged his militant fac-
tion with that of al-Qaida leader
Osama bin Laden in Afghanistan
in the late 1990s, spoke with a
Kalashnikov rifle propped up be-
hind his right shoulder against a
plain background. He has been in
hiding since the US invaded
Afghanistan in late 2001.

The warning came with Lon-
don already in a panic after two
attacks on successive Thurs-
days. On the fourth Thursday af-
ter July 7, the Metropolitan Po-
lice were out in full force to reas-
sure jittery commuters. Over
6,000 officers, many armed, pa-
trolled stations and key sites, as
the Piccadilly Line finally re-
opened a month after a train on
it was bombed.

“We are using all the resources
we can possibly muster to reas-
sure Londoners and to prevent
another attack,” said Detective
Chief Constable Andy Trotter.
The police were doubly busy this
Thursday as the /ﬁrrst person

/

REUTERS

A TV grab from Al-Jazeera shows Ayman al-Zawahri warning the West to expect more attacks.

charged in connection with the at-
tacks was due in court.

An Algerian, 23-year-old Is-
mael Abdurahman of Newport
Street, Kensington, south-east
London, was produced before the
Bow Street Magistrates’ Court
charged under the Terrorism
Act in relation to the failed at-
tacks in London on 21 July. Ar-
rested on 28 July, he is accused of
withholding information that
may have helped catch a person
involved in terrorism. The alle-
gation is understood to relate to
the Shepherd’s Bush bombing,
with suspect Osman Hussain
currently being held in Italy. A

further 14 people are being held
in connection with the attacks.
Sources told HT that a high-
visibility police presence in the
capital on Thursday was aimed at
making the public feel safe, while
undercover officers mingled with
passengers on the Underground
and on buses trying to spot
would-be bombers. Although the
police had received no intelli-
gence about another attack, all
leave had been cancelled and de-
tectives drafted into uniform.
“This is the biggest threat
London has faced in peacetime
and we have to throw all our re-
sources into it,” said Detective

Chief Constable Andy Trotter.
“It’s extremely costly, there is no
doubt about it. The budget is un-
der enormous pressure and op-
erationally there is pressure.
But, we will continue as long as
it is necessary.”

But the good news was that all
stations on the tube network were
finally open, with the Piccadilly
Line reopening and the Circle
Line beginning a limited service.

“It’s a very poignant moment
today,” said Detective Chief Con-
stable Trotter. “Today is part of
getting London back to normali-
ty although it will be a different
normality from before.”

a deputy threatens more attacks

I.onilén hombs were
homemade: NYPD

HTC & Agencies
New York/Rome, August 4

THE LONDON suicide bombers
cooked up their explosives using
mundane items like hydrogen
peroxide. They stored them in a
fancy commercial refrigerator
that was out of place in their
grimy apartment. And cell
phones were probably used to set
the bombs off. Those details
from the bombing emerged on
Wednesday at a briefing given by
the New York Police Department
to city business leaders — part of
a programme designed to en-
courage more vigilance by pri-
vate security at American busi-
ness centres.

“Initially it was thought that
perhaps the materials were high-

end military explosives that

were smuggled, but it turns out
not to be the case. It’s more like
these terrorists went to a hard-
ware store or some beauty sup-
ply store,” police commissioner
Raymond Kelly said.

Investigators believe the
bombers used a peroxide-based
explosive called HMDT, or hexa-
methylene triperoxide diamine.
HMDT can be made using ordi-
nary ingredients like hydrogen
peroxide (hair bleach), citric
acid (a common food preserva-
tive) and heat tablets (sometimes
used by the military for cook-
ing). HMDT degrades at room
temperature, so the bombers pre-
served it in a way that offered an
early warning sign, said Michael
Sheehan, deputy commissioner
of counter terrorism at the US’s
largest police department.

“In the flophouse where this
was built in Leeds, they had com-
mercial grade refrigerators to

keep the materials cool,” Shee-
han said, describing the setup as
“an indicator of a problem.”

Even the bombs used in the
botched July 21 attacks were
homemade. Hussain Osman, one
of the suspect bombers, has
claimed that the device in his
rucksack was nothing more than
a flour bomb.

Osman told his government-
appointed Italian lawyer that he
had no intention of killing any-
one. He is supposed to have stat-
ed that he had never kKilled any-
one and had never even dreamt
of carrying out a suicide bomb-
ing attack.“Ilovelife”, he said. “I
made a mistake and if I could
turn the clock back I would not
do it again.”

Osman was arrested by the
Italian police and is being held
in Rome. Britain has requested
that Osman be handed over to
them. His lawyer Antonietta
Sonnessa said that she would
fight attempts to extradite her
client to Britain. She claimed
that he intended to make a
“demonstrative gesture” only.
“What he said is that there were
harmless materials, that is, flour.
And then there was (the detona-
tor) to make it explode — but
only to create a bang.”

But Scotland Yard dismissed
the claim and said the bombs
would have caused carnage but
for one mistake in their configu-
ration. The British Embassy is
confident that Osman will be ex-
tradited by December
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“ Egypt giv

clean chit on

Cairo: The Egyptian prime minister has
given a clean chit to Osama bin Laden
and his network at least with regard to
the July 23 terrorist attacks in Sharm el
Sheikh, saying he has seen no
evidence of possible al-Qaida involve-
ment in these blasts. Instead, he said, the
Bedouin outcasts might be responsible
for the violence in the resort town.

“1t doesn’t look this way," Ahmed Nazif
told CNN.

He said although Egypt has been sub-
ject to ‘a lot’ of terrorist attacks, none
have been related to al-Qaida in the past.
The suicide bombings July 23 killed 84
people, including at least two bombers,
and wounded more than 200 others.

“That kind of method of operation has
not been typical to Egypt before. To do
this, you have to have some cooperatlon of
locals, such as the tribesmen in Sinai, and
that's the main assumption we're work-
ing on right now,” Nazif said from
Alexandria.

Egyptian security has already linked a
series of bomb blasts in the Red Sea re-
sort of Taba that killed 34 people last Oc-
tober to the Bedouins, he said, and it is
suspected that they were involved in the
action in Sharm el Sheikh as well.

Nazif described most of the Bedouins
in Sinai as ‘really peaceful people’, but
said some tribal outcasts — typically in
their teens and early 20s — “are the
ones that seem to be carrying out these
violent acts.”

Nazif said he had no indication that
the terrorists are pursuing a larger agen-
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OTHER NAME OF TERROR:
: Osama bin Laden

da, but acknowledged that Egyptian offi-
cials simply do not know. “The difficult
thing about this is that you really don’t
have a dialogue with these people.”
Asked whether Egypt is less safe as are-
sult of the US-ed invasion of Iraq that top-
pled Saddam Hussein, Nazif said: “That’s
a difficult question. We can see that acts of
violence are definitely mcreasmg
Whether that is directly related to the in-
vasion or not is anybody’s guess.” agencies

\

blasts

Qaida funded
Jakarta Aussie
mission attack’

Canberra; Terrorist mastermind
Osama bin Laden bankrolled
the bombing of the Australian
embassy in Jakarta, Indonesia in
retaliation for Australia
sending troops to Iraq, an alleged
terrorist has told police, media
reports say.

A truck bomb killed 10 people
when it blew up at the fortified
gates of the embassy on September
9 during Australia’s election cam-
paign last year. None of the victims
was Australians,

A newspaper and Australia’s na-
tional broadcaster reported on Mon-
day that a transcript of Indonesian
police interviews with the alleged
plot leader Rois after he was arrest-
ed in November.

Rois told police that according to
Malaysian bomb maker Azahari
bin Husin, bin Laden had used a
courier to send Australian $10,000
($7,558) to pay for the bombing, The
Australian reported.

Rois, a 30-year-old trader from
West Java, said the embassy was
targeted because of Australian in-
volvement in the Iraq war. ap




Police arrest two brothers of suspect in Italy

France cracks down
on radical imams

FRENCH AUTHORITIES have
started cracking down on
radical imams, who are
accused of inciting young
Muslims to violence. Tough-
talking interior minister,
Nicolas Sarkozy, has
launched a series of meas-
ures he says will show “zero
tolerance” for Muslim clerics
who preach violence and
recruit young men for jihad,
or holy war. in just a week,
two imams out of about a
dozen threatened with either
expulsion or losing their
French nationality were sent
back to Algeria.

AFP, Islamabad

Foreigners in Pak
madrasas to leave

Hundreds of foreign students
in Pakistan’s Islamic semi-
naries are preparing to go
home in line with an expul-
sion order from President
Pervez Musharraf. Most of
these students plan to finish
their studies in seminaries in
their own countries.

AFP, Islamabad

Zambia suspect

Zambia has decided to hand
over the Briton of Indian ori-
gin who is in their custody.
Haroon Aswat is allegedly
the mastermind behind the
July 7 London bombings but
police refused comment.

AP, London

1 nabbed in UK

Police have arrested seven
more people from Sussex in
southern England

AP, London

-

Rome, July 31

ITALIAN POLICE on Sunday ar-
rested another brother of a Lon-
don bombings suspect detained
in Rome, who reportedly told the
police that the failed attacks on
July 21 were fuelled by the Iraq
war and hatred of Westerners.
Hamdi Issac, 27, an Ethiopian-
born naturalised Briton also
known as Osman Hussain, re-
mained in police custody in the
Italian capital for a third day, and
has vowed to fight his extradi-
tion to Britain.

He is suspected of planting
one of the four bombs that failed
to go off on London’s transport
system on July 21, in a virtual
carbon copy of the attacks that
claimed 56 lives, among them
four bombers, on July 7.

In northern Italy, anti-terror-
ist police were interrogating Os-
man’s brother Fati, who was ar-
rested on Sunday in the town of
Brescia on suspicion of having
hidden or destroyed documents
considered important by investi-
gators. Another brother, Remzi,
was arrested in Rome on Friday.
He was accused of having shel-
tered Osman and of holding fake
documents in his shop in the cap-
ital. The police tracked down
both brothers after Osman called
them by on his mobile as he was
fleeing Britain on July 26.

Using his phone records, Ital-
ian investigators have uncovered
a network of people originally
from Ethiopia and Eritrea who
are thought to have helped Osman
cover his tracks, interior minister
Giuseppe Pisanu said. “We are
watching very closely the evolv-
ing situation in the Horn of
Africa, where in areas that are
outside of state control, Al-Qae-
da has set up bases and is trying,
by various means, to send its fol-
lowers to Europe and the rest of
the world,” Pisanu said.

During his interrogation, Os-
man was reported in the Italian
media to have denied any link to
Osama bin Laden’s al-Qaida net-
work, or to the four July 7 suicide
bombers, three of whom were
Britons of Pakistani origin. He
defended the London bombings
as retaliation for the bloodshed
caused by the Iraq war, according
to the daily La Repubblica.

AFP

AFP

Nicaraguan-born Bianca Jagger, ex-wife of Rolling Stones lead singer Mick Jagger, joins Alessandro Periera after a requiem mass for his cousin —
Brazilian national Jean Charles de Menezes who was shot dead by the police — at Westminster Cathedral in London.

Third terror cell primed for attack

VUJAY Dutt
London, July 31

FEAR INTENSIFIED among
commuters with reports that a
third Islamist terror cell was
planning multiple suicide bomb
attacks in tube trains and other
soft targets in central London.
Another report revealed that
over 300 potential fanatics were
identified during the hunt for
the London bombers. The police
strength has been accordingly
increased to monitor those iden-
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tified as potential bombers.

A Whitehall source said: “We
have to remember that the Lon-
don suicide bombers were British
Muslims, not foreign terrorists
sent to the UK by al-Qaida. These
atrocities were planned not in
some Afghan cave but on the stre-
ets of Leeds”. He stressed greater
focus on home-grown terrorists
and their local support groups. It
was of the utmost urgency to find
out about their support network
from the arrested suspects, he ad-
mitted and revealed they were be-

ing questioned at the high-securi-
ty Paddington police station to
find out about the “brain, money
and ideology that made the at-
tacks happen”.

Scores of intelligence opera-
tives, police detectives and foren-
sic scientists are working round
the clock to locate and identify
the mastermind and agwell as
the source for the fun
by the attackers for

networks, said sources.

The anti-terrorist unit officers
are sure that the attackers and
the potential attackers “are sur-
rounded by sympathisers,
bankers and bomb-makers”. The
radicalisation of inmates in
prisons is also being looked into.
Richard Reid, the shoe-bombers
who tried to blow up an Ameri-
can passenger jetliner, was con-
verted while serving time in a
prison. There are 6,000 Muslim
inmates and 130 imams in the
138 prisons in Britain.

Bag of fake
passports
found at
Heathrow

London, July 31

BRITISH ANTI-TERRORIST po-
lice were on Sunday examining
an abandoned bag which could be
a “potential terrorist goldmine”,
containing forged documents
such as 19 fake passports includ-
ing for Pakistani, Indian and
Nepali nationals and bogus iden-
tity cards. The bag found in the
Heathrow airport was stuffed
with visas, forged Home Office
documents, bank cards and work
permits, and is being thoroughly
examined by top anti-terrorist
cops after being handed over by
British tabloid News of the World.

Its discovery came as sources
revealed that the July 7 and 21
bombers may only be a small part
of a pyramid structure of al-Qai-
da cells operating in UK . The fear
is the holdall is a “terror kit”
meant to assist future bombers
get in and out of the country.

The bag — with a Qatar Air-
ways luggage tag — was spotted
on the grass verge of a busy air-
port route by a passing taxi driv-
er who found 19 passports inside
— for Pakistani, Indian, British,
Nepalese and South African na-
tionals. Some of the documents
and letters in the bag were linked
to north London, Leeds and Dews-
bury — all at the centre of anti-
terrorist investigations since the
July 7 attacks, the tabloid said.

According to the report, sever-
al of the passports contained fake
visas in different shades of ink
from genuine documents. Pho-
tographs of the same two men ap-
pear on different valid passports
in different names. The first man,
a burly Asian, is on two Indian
passports in different names. The
second man is on a Pakistani
passport and a Portuguese pass-
port in different names.

PTI
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India ma

ry in Pakistan once again under
the spotlight after the London and
Egypt bombings, Gen Pervez Mus-
harraf is facing international
heat again to tackle the menace. If
he needs help in detecting the ter-
ror camps, here it is in full detail.
The lowdown on the 55 jehadi
training camps is based on impec-
cable intelligence from the Re-
search and Analysis Wing (RAW),
Intelligence Bureau (IB) and Mili-
tary Intelligence (MI), with sup-
porting evidence in the form of
photographs, radio intercepts, in-
terrogation reports and the like.
What’s significant is tthat he
list of the camps, accessed by TOI,
show they are spread all over Pak-
istan and not limited to Pakistan-
occupied-Kashmir (PoK) alone,
the fictionally “independent” area

Shehzad Tanweer, who brings up
the rear in this security camera
snap of the suspected London

bombers, is believed to have been

trained in one of the camps

for which Islamabad desisted from
taking responsibility before Janu-
ary 6, 2004.

While 29 such camps are located
in PoK, 15 or more are in the
North West Frontier Province.
Another seven are in Punjab,

ps 55 Pak terror camps
/\y/fsy - pang%} \\% -

three in the Northern Areas of
Gilgit-Baltistan, and one in Sindh.
“Some of these camps are
makeshift and can quickly be
translocated to other parts to es-
cape international scrutiny. Many
of these camps had gone into hi-
bernation after the US operations
in Afghanistan. But they have now
been revived,” said an official.

These training camps send out
jehadis to not only Kashmir and
other parts of India, but to terror
targets worldwide. For instance,
one of the London suicide
bombers, Shehzad Tanweer, is be-
lieved to have undergone training
at one such camp in Muridike,
near Lahore.

The well-established camps in
PoK include those in Kotli,
Khuiretta, Rawlakot, Bagh, Halan-
shumali, Garhi Dupatta, Nikial,
Sensa, Aliabad and Deolian.
> Anti-terror pledge broken: India, P 9
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