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IRA’s decision to dump arms is a turning -

WO recent developments
Tmay have hastened the deci-

sion of the Irish Republican
Army (IRA) to formally declare an
endtoitsstrategy of violence against
Britain for the cause of a united Ire-
land. The first was the récent mur-
der of Robert McCartney on Janu-
ary 30. His killing — by elements
within the IRA —curiously held up
a mirror to the inherent violence
within the organisation. The cam-
paign that the dead man’s five spir-
ited sisters waged in their quest for
justice internationalised the issue
and put intense pressure on the IRA
toclean up its act even as it continues
with its project of freeing Ireland
from British rule.

The violence perpetrated by ji-
hadi elementsin the London under-
ground earlier this month — and
the universal outrage it caused —
may possibly have been the second
immediate reason for prompting
this welcome change in the organisa-

point, not just for Irg}and but the world

g v\/\/\ﬂ\"
tion’s strategy and thinking, But,ina

sense, the shift had already taken
place. The Good Friday Peace Ac-
cords of 1998 had already privileged
the political process over random
actsof terror and Gerry Adams, the
leader of the Sinn Fein— the politi-
calarm of the IRA —had indicated
time and again that he wished to dis-
tance kimself from elements within
the IRA that had turned lumpen,
and to achieve an end to hostilities
inorder to secure the stalled North-
ernIreland peace process.

IRA's decision to dump arms
represents a turning point, not
just for Ireland but a world in
which enduring and incipient in-
surgencies continue to fuel terror-
ist violence. The IRA, by opting
for the sanity of dialogue and the
stability of the democratic pro-
cess, demonstrates that there
could be a different way of achiev-
ing political ends that have defied
a solution for decades.
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Time for dry-cleaning

CITY is usually judged by its

people. Solely by that yardstick,

Mumbai is indeed India’s Maxi-

mum City But beyond the
swirligig and the Mumbaikar’s leg-
endary love of life lies the business of
staring at a reality that isn’t always pret-
ty. For a city is also a geographical enti-
ty — and as the people of Mumbai found
out this week, a piece of actual physical
land not insulated from the ravages of
bad weather. The record level of rains
that turned India’s most dynamic city
into a marooned tract of submerged
and semi-submerged land would have
knocked the wind out of any city any-
where else in the world.

But there were things that made
Mumbai’s limp back from the debacle
harder and more painful. On top of
the list was — and continues to be —
the woefully outdated drainage system.
Constructed by the British around a cen-
tury ago, it cannot possibly furnish the
requirements of a 21st century city with
11.9 million people. The fact that a catas-
trophe has made people including the
prime minister sit up and take note of
this speaks volumes for the chalta hai
mentajity that plagues India in general
an umbai in particular. One must

-

LONG BEFORE Islamic terrorism came
to Britain, there was the Irish Republi-
can Army. If Thursday’s words are put
into action, it might be the happy demise
of Republican terror. But the IRA's state-
ment that it is no longer going to contin-
ue its armed campaign may not automat-
ically lead to the beginning of a beautiful
friendship between Catholic Republicans
and Protestant Unionists. For one, prom-
ises of laying down arms have been bro-
ken before. For another, Unionists have,
rightly or wrongly, taken any statement
from the likes of Gerry Adams with a
barrel of salt. Yet, the declaration of de-
commissioning is the most sincere move
yet towards a settlement.

The irony of one ideology of terror
pushing another ideology of terror to
the point of giving up its violent ways
cannot be missed. After 9/11, the IRA —
along with its fellow political wing, the
Sinn Fein — has been getting less and
less response from its traditional sup-
porters in the United States. With the in-

Disarming charm (.
- Ny

also take a close 100k at the reaction time
and emergency measures of the author-
ities. The figures of 200 dead in the rains
include people who died trapped in cars,
crushed by falling walls, in landslides
and who were electrocuted. This is not
the picture of a megapolis being racked
by torrential rain, but a city under siege
and more in tune with a city being at-
tacked by murderous tripods.

It is easier to pass judgment over
Mumbai’s shortcomings than to make
the necessary changes that could give it
a better chance of keeping its head aloft
the next time such a natural disaster
strikes. But at stake here is not some pet-
ty pie-fight between the authorities and
the people but the stature and compe-
tence of India’s commercial capital.
Rumours of dam breaks and tsunamis
bandied about by some elements added
to the chaos and stories of bodies being
dug up from land piles or being cremat-
ed only after ‘payment’ is made do not
speak well of a city that revels in living.
With the floods subsided and Mumbai
picking itself up from the sludge, it is
time for the difficult part: to learn les-
sons from the debacle and unlearn those
set notions and practices that convert a
tragedy into a catastrophe.
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ternecine murder of Robert McCarthy,
this support has all but dried up in
America. The marginalisation of the
Ulster Unionist Party has added to the
IRA finding little moral and political
impetus to continue its war. )

A theoretical state of ceasefire has ex-

isted from 1997. But rejectionists from
both sides have made genuine peace-
seekers nervous in the past. It is one
thing to sell peace to the other side,
quite another to sell it to one’s own ‘sol-
diers’. And even convincing the Union-
ists that the IRA has signed its own
‘vanishing warrant’ will take effort and
time. But too much scepticism is not go-
ing to help anyone. The IRA must not
only give up arms, but must be seen to
do so. It’s up to the Unionists to believe
the two reports of the independent
decommissioning monitoring commis-
sion scheduled in October and January.
And it’s up to the IRA to make the find-
ings of the reports match what it has
said on Thursday. : /h
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error explodes
on train to«.

Delhi, 10 killed

HT Correspondents ']/ (\K’{

Lucknow/Jaunpur, July 28

A POWERFUL blast ripped through a general coach of the Delhi-
bound Shramjeevi Express near Singramau railway station, killing 10
persons on the spot and injuring over 50 on Thursday:.

It was 5.20 pm, when the train from Patna was approaching Sultanpur
in Uttar Pradesh. The bomb, kept in a bag near the toilet, exploded so
powerfully that the victims were blown into pieces. The dead included a
little girl. The second coach from the engine was delinked, while an-
other coach was partially damaged.

Investigating officers are not yet clear whether a time device was used
to trigger the explosion. Experts from Agra have been rushed to the site.
Railway minister Lalu
Prasad Yadav, on his
way from Patna, said in- el . Powvrml homb
vestigations were on to ¢ S
ascertain the nature of
the blast. He did not rule
out the possibility of a
gas cylinder explosion.

The intensity of the o O
blast, however; indi- Allahabad = 0=
cates that it was a ter- Varana5| Bihar
rorist act. Minister of Madhya Pradesh
state for railways
Narain Bhai Rathwa
endorsed this view,
saying the involvement
of terrorists could not
be ruled out.

The police have cor-
doned off the entire
area. “Many people
were seated on the en-
trance of the coach.
The actual toll is prob-
ably at least 20,” said
Ram Balak, who saw
the blast. Another eye-
witness, said the explo- Lalu Prasad Yadav prepares to board a train
sion was so huge that tg the blast site.
several passengers
were hurled into the air.

Northern Railway rushed an accident relief train to the spot. It
reached the site around 7.15 pm, almost two hours after the blast. Till the,
villagers helped the injured reach hospitals in private vehicles.

PTI quoted DGP Yashpal Singh as saying that 80 persons have been in-
jured, 20 of them seriously. Those injured seriously were admitted to a
Jaunpur hospital while the others were treated at public health centres
at Badlapur. Some were also taken to BHU Hospital.

The Government railway Police and the UP cops shepherded the un-
hurt passengers from their coaches and sent them in batches to Sul-
tanpur, from where they continued their journey.

Chief minister Mulayam Singh Yadav announced ex-gratia of Rs 1
lakh to the relatives of the dead, Rs 50,000 to the seriously injured and
Rs 25,000 for those with minor injuries.

near Singramau
station in UP

T THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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~New name for ‘waron N/
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terror’ .

The Bush adm]nistration is
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now talking of a

“global struggle against violent extremism.”

Eric Schmitt and Thom Shanker

HE BUSH administration is retool-
ing its slogan for the fight against
/Al-Qaeda and other terrorist groups,
pushing the idea that the long-term
struggle is as much an ideological battle
as a military mission, senior adminis-
tration and military officials said on
Monday.

In recent speeches and news confer-
ences, Defence Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld and the nation’s senior mil-
itary officer have spoken of “a global
struggle against violent extremism”
rather than “the global war on terror,”
which had been the catchphrase of
choice.

Administration officials say that
phrase may have outlived its usefuiness,
because it focussed attention solely, and
incorrectly, on the military campaign.

Gen. Richard B. Myers, chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told the Nation-
al Press Club on Monday that he had
“objected to the use of the term ‘war on
terrorism’ before, because if you call it a
war, then you think of people in uniform
as being the solution.” He said the threat
instead should be defined as violent ex-
tremism, with the recognition that “ter-
ror is the method they use.”

Although the military was heavily en-
gaged in the mission now, he said, future
efforts require “all instruments of our
national power, all instruments of the
international communities’ national
power.” The solution was “more diplo-
matic, more economic, more political
than it is military,” he concluded.

Administration and Pentagon officials
say the revamped campaign has grown
out of meetings of President George W.
Bush’s senior national security advisers
that began in January, and it reflects the
evolution in Mr. Bush’s own thinking
nearly four years after the September 11
attacks.

Mr. Rumsfeld spoke in the new terms
on Friday when he addressed an audi-
ence in Annapolis, Maryland, for the re-
tirement ceremony of Adm. Vern Clark
as chief of naval operations. Mr. Rums-
feld described America’s efforts as it
“wages the global struggle against the
enemies of freedom, the enemies of
civilization.”

Changed language
The shifting language is one of the

most public changes in the administra-
tion’s strategy to battle Al-Qaeda and its

27 L

affiliates, and it tracks closely with Mr.
Bush’s recent speeches emphasising
freedom, democracy and the worldwide
clash of ideas.

“It is more than just a military war on
terror,” Steven J. Hadley, National Secu-
rity Adviser, said in a telephone inter-
view. “It’s broader than that. It’s a global
struggle against extremism. We need to
dispute both the gloomy vision and offer
a positive alternative.”

The language shifts also come at a
time when Mr. Bush, with a new ap-
pointment for one of his most trusted
aides, Karen Hughes, is trying to bolster
the State Department’s efforts at public
diplomacy.

Lawrence Di Rita, Mr. Rumsfeld’s
spokesman, said the shift in language “is
not a shift in thinking, but a contin-
uation of the immediate post-9/11 ap-
proach.” “The President then said we
were going to use all the means of na-
tional power and influence to defeat this
enemy,” Mr. Di Rita said. “We must con-
tinue to be more expansive than what
the public is understandably focused on
now: the military actions in Afghanistan
and Iraq.”

Reassuring the troops

By stressing to the public that the ef-
fort is not only military, the adminis-
tration may also be trying to reassure
those in uniform who have begun com-
plaining that only members of the armed
forces are beingasked to sacrifice for the
effort.

New opinion polls show that the
American public is increasingly pessi-
mistic about the mission in Iraq, with
many doubting its link to the counter-
terrorism mission.

Thus, a new emphasis on reminding
the public of the broader, long-term
threat to the United States may allow the
administration to put into broader per-
spective the daily mayhem in Iraq and
the American casualties.

Undersecretary of Defence for Policy
Douglas J. Feith, said in an interview
that if the nation’s efforts were limited
to “protecting the homeland and attack-
ing and disrupting terrorist networks,
you’re on a treadmill that is likely to get
faster and faster with time.”

The key to “ultimately winning the
war,” he said, “is addressing the ideolog-
ical part of the war that deals with how
the terrorists recruit and indoctrinate
new terrorists.” —New York Times
News Service
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HE MOST disquieting aspect of
counter-terrorism measures is
that of identifying the terrorist.
Unlike the conventional warrior,
the terrorist resorts to guerrilla tactics
that includes Mao’s principle of ‘becom-
ing the fish in the sea of people’. In such
a situation, how does one ensure that the
wrong man is not apprehended? In Kup-
wara on Sunday, such an error cost the
lives of three innocent boys and painful-
ly resuscitated the memories of Indian
security forces atrocities in the Valley. It
has been standard practice in the past to
underplay such an ‘appalling mistake’
as a sort of collateral damage in the war
against terrorism in India. But what is
required is not some K.PS. Gill-friendly
homily about eggs being broken to make
an omelette, but complete transparency.
A tragic mistake has been made. Now
the right questions should be asked and
the answers should be presented before
the people so that justice is done — and
seen to be done. We know what effect ‘en--
counters’ such as the Chattisinghpura
massacre has had on the people of Kash-
mir. To go down that path would be a
fatal mistake. ‘
Getting the wrong man was also in

WG, Ared Red Sea

A DAZED Egypt is struggling to come
to terms with the terror that visited
Sharm-al-Sheikh last week. Three ex-
plosions devastated a hotel, a car park
and a market, killing scores of people.
Following close on the heels of the Lon-
don bombings, these attacks would seem
to point the finger at Islamic militants,
and, more specifically, al-Qaeda. The co-
ordinated way and the scale in which
the attacks were carried out on multiple
targets, the indiscriminate nature of the
killings and the near simultaneity of the
bombings, hint at al-Qaeda involvement.

Even if no direct link can be traced be-
tween what happened in London and at
Sharm-al-Sheikh, the bombers obvious-
ly chose to strike at targets that sup-
ported Western or US policiés. Britain’s
participation in the war in Iraq and its
military campaign against Iraqi insur-
gency made London a prime target. Sim-
ilarly, the Egyptian resort may have
qualified for such murderous attention
because it has often hosted Israeli and
Palestinian peacemakers, herded to the
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evidence in faraway London, where the
present sense of paranoia has taken on
amore ‘racial’ line. Identifying a suicide
bomber among an innocent citizenry
is difficult enough. Added to this is the
multi-cultural, multi-racial nature of
modern Britain. If a mark on the fore-
head — or along beard and a skull cap —
could immediately identify a terrorist,
life would have been easy. The way every
young White man with a buzz cut and
tattoos is not a neo-Nazi racist, every
‘Pakistani looking’ Briton isn’t a fiday-
een. The problem, of course, lies in the
fact that the danger facing London is
likely to come from criminally-minded
British South Asian Muslims. To sepa-
rate the wheat from the chaff, British
authorities must educate the people and
the police force — especially when the
latter makes statements of not being
able to ensure that the ‘terrible mistake’
in which a Brazilian tourist was shot
dead after being suspected of being a
bomber will not be repeated.

If anyone is left holding the winning
card after such ‘encounters’, it is the
vicious terrorist, whether his hand is
being strengthened by trigger-happy
authorities in India or Britain.

negotiating table by Washington. That
hitting tourist resorts like Sharme-al-
Sheikh could potentially cripple Egypt’s
vital tourism industry only augments
the value of its target.

It is significant that Muslim countries
that identify themselves with the war on
terror are now increasingly targeted, as
the recent bombings in Turkey appear to
indicate. Add to this the fact that the lat-
est surveys show that a large percentage
of Muslims in Britain have blamed the
‘decadence’ in Western society that needs
‘to be wiped out’ and it maps a disturbing
trend among sympathisers — one which
glorifies devastating, multiple bomb at-
tacks as the only way to punish Western
governments for their foreign policies.
Al-Qaeda-inspired groups like the Jaish-
e-Muhammad and the Lashkar-e-Tayye-
ba feed on violent interpretation of Islam
for their terrorism. The fact that counter-
terrorism officials admit that the LeT has
already established a recruitment and
fund-raising foothold in Europe in the
last few years bears this out.

Lo as] AT

LT




- «Twin Terror
What’s common to the shootings\_~

q/gy/ in the UK and IW

ERE 1 an uncanny congruence among events in the
UK, India and Iraq, where overreaction by security
forces fuels terrorism they are supposed to combat.
London police gunned down a Brazilian youth
trying to enter an Underground station, under shoot-to-kill
orders that came from the top. Many are drawing the
conclusion that to look vaguely South Asian in London is to
invite suspicion that one is a suicide bomber. This can only
strain London’s much-vaunted multiculturalism and
enhance the alienation felt by a British Muslim underclass,
which will enable Al-Qaida to recruit a new crop of
Euro-jehadis. In Iraq, the Americans inflict a great deal of
what they like to call collateral damage in their anti-
insurgent campaign, including the levelling of the city of
Fallujah. They reap the whirlwind in the form of renewed
insurgent recruitment, so that Iraq is turning into what one
analyst has called the Harvard of jehad. And, in India, the
army guns down four teenage youths, including an eight-
year-old, in Kupwara in north Kashmir. This is exactly
what terrorists want, as it reinforces the us-against-them
mentality that they wish to propagate. €3_p AP ve
The terrorists are, in effect, challenging the liberal state to
prove its credentials, and the liberal state is unabie to rise to
the challenge. Not to put too fine a point on it, the war against
terror is failing. It needs better human rights strategies,
precisely what it claims it is fighting to preserve. In London,
shoot-to-kill tactics were adopted reportedly on advice from
Israeli experts, but it is doubtful whether British democracy
can sustain for long draconian Israeli methods of fighting
terror. Kashmir is about to turn the corner on its past, and the
army must revise its rules of engagement to prevent
shocking incidents like the shooting of four innocent youths.
One must also recognise, however, that security forces on
hairirigger alert to stave off possible suicide bombers donot
have an easy task. Better human rights sensitisation is partof
the answer, but will not in itself do the trick in the absence of :
long-term political strategies to combat the insurgent power
that terrorists often command. The answer to the globalisa-
tion of terrorism is the globalisation of democracy, not just
within countries but also in international institutions where
the vital interests of many countries are negotiated.



State terrorism by
another name Q@

ondon or Kashmir, there is something uncmhsed

about a policing system that, in the name of nation,

queen, democracy or whatever, permits its person-

nel to kill suspects — a system that shoots first,
checks later, and gets away with it basically. The plain-
clothes policemen who shot dead Jean Charles de Menezes,
an innocent and upstanding Brazilian workingman, in a
London Tube station on suspicion that he was connected
with the London bomb attacks went by nothing more than
that he lived in a neighbourhood under surveillance, was
dressed unusually for summer, and did not stop when chal-
lenged. Thousands of kilometres away, soldiers in the vicin-
ity of a Kashmir village shot dead three children suspecting
they were ‘militants’ — on the basis of nothing more than
that they did not respond soon enough to a call for identifica-
tion at a checkpoint. Motive apart, the substance of both acts
was indistinguishable from cold-blooded murder, especially
as there was no question of pleading any right to self-defence
in the circumstances.

Both security forces — London’s Metropolitan Police and
the Indian Army — have expressed the minimum quantities
of ‘regret’ judged to be necessary to assuage outraged public
opinion. And both seem determined not to be held account-
able for the ‘tragedy’. In both cases, authorities have sought
to rationalise the horrifyingly irreversible actions of their
men by calling attention to the prevailing situation in which
they were taking ‘fast time’ decisions, and, therefore, could
not be expected to follow normal procedure. The London
police commissioner has gone so far as to say that such is the
contingency after the string of bombings in the city that the
‘shoot to kill’ policy currently in force will continue, and
more innocent lives could be at risk. If things go badly for the
security forces in the official enquiries, admissions may
follow that, in a pressure cooker situation created by terror-
ist acts, their personnel may have ‘over-reacted’. It is more
than likely that a case will be made out for providing a
substantial measure of protection to these privileged, patri-
otic killers. A system that rationalises horrible human rights
offences by claiming that the only way to protect citizens’
lives from terrorism is to take out suspects can be character-
ised as not worth having. Much like the scourge it seeks to
fight, no one knows who, or where, it will strike next. There
is even a name for it — state terrorism. It is shocking that
Ken Livingstone, Mayor of London and champion of human
rights the world over, has jumped to the defence of his city’s
police force by declaiming that the Tube killing really has to
be blamed on the London bombers. In India, the gunning
down of three children near the village of Bangargud in
deeply alienated Kashmir calls attention to the urgent need
to strengthen the law, including the Human Rights Act 1993,
to make security forces accountable for offences against
common humanity.
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" The two faces of terror: 7/7 and 22/7

i

Hasan Suroor

ONDON DOES not have a Statue of Lib-

erty. And it is just as well because after

the recent events it would have been

either mocking us or have simply col-
lapsed with embarrassment and shame.

In the past three weeks, the city has seen its
traditional notions of freedom and liberty at-
tacked from what are supposed to be two oppo-
site sides of the spectrum. Mindless violence
wreaked by religious fanatics, on the one hand,
and state terror in the name of fighting terror, on
the other.

The first happened on July 7, when 56 people
died after terrorists set off a series of explosions
on London’s tube network — followed by anoth-
er unsuccessful attempt two weeks later.

A demonstration of state terror took place on
July 22, when police shot dead an innocent
young Brazilian in full view of a terrified public
in a south London tube station on suspicion that
he was carrying explosives. The man’s only fault
was that when reportedly “challenged” by three
undercover armed agents he did not “obey the
instructions,” as London’s suave Metropolitan
Chief Ian Blair put it. Instead he started to run,
and as he tried to board a waiting train police
detectives pumped at least five bullets into his
head from point blank range.

Jean Charles de Menezes — the 27-year-old
upstanding electrician who had come from an
impoverished town in Brazil seeking a better life
iny Britain — paid, with his life, the price of what
Avas not a totally unexpected or abnormal reac-

/tion of a man suddenly confronted with armed
men. As a family member of the victim said: “It’s
normal for someone to run when they are being
chased.” Especially as the surveillance police

\ were in plainclothes and it is not clear whether
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It is important that the police retain their
ability to draw the line between
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fighting terror and wreaking terror. 4. \¢

they identified themselves.

Significantly, no eyewitness has come forward
to say that the police declared their identity and
warned the man to stop or else they would shoot
him, whereas scores have given accounts of how
they watched three police officers kill a man they
had pinned down without any apparent
provocation.

Police have sought to justify their action on
three grounds: (1) the house from where Menez-
es emerged had been under surveillance in con-
nection with the previous day’s attempted
bombings; (2) they thought he was going to meet
his other “accomplices”; and (3) he was wearing
a “bulky” coat that aroused their suspicion that
he might be hiding explosives, and their suspi-
cion was reinforced when he started to run.

Can any professional police officer — especial-
ly such as the ones involved in this incident who
are apparently specially trained to tackle terror
suspects — put his hand on his heart and say that
any one of the three grounds, alone or collective-
ly, constitute sufficient grounds to shoot-to-kill
someone? If the house had been under surveil-
lance for so long, it is safe to assume that police
would have collected enough information about
those living there. Or does anyone visiting a
place that is under surveillance or emerging
from it automatically become a suspect?

From the victim’s body search, police must
have immediately discovered that they had
made a mistake but for the next 24 hours the
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fiction was kept alive that he had been a suspect.
At a press conference nearly five hours after the
incident, Sir Ian insisted that the man was “di-
rectly linked” to investigations into Thursday’s
abortive bombings. Of course, he can turn
around and say that he never claimed that the
dead man had been involved in the attempted
attacks. But an average person, hearing him,
would have surely concluded that a man “direct-
ly linked” to investigations must have had some-
thing to do with what was being investigated.

So, for one full day the impression was allowed
to remain that the victim was not innocent. Nor
was any attempt made to deny that he was of
“Asian appearance”— a description freely aired
by TV channels on the basis of just one eye-
witness account. Again police would say that
they did not release any description themselves.
But given the fact that what was being reported
was causing concern among the Asian communi-
ty, was it not important for the police to clarify
things at a time when Asian Muslims in partic-
ular believe that they are being “targeted”?

As word spread that an “Asian guy” had been
killed it fuelled both anger and fear in the com-
munity — anger that one of their “boys” had been
so brutally killed, and fear of a possible backlash
as until then police were insisting on calling him
a “terror suspect.” Yet one more Asian “terror
suspect” after 7/7 was an invitation for groups
such as the far-right British National Party to get
into the act, and yet the police chose to keep

um about the identity of the man they had
killed after describing him as a potential “terror-
ist.”

Clearly, the incident has dealt a blow to the
image of a police force that likes to believe that it
is the most professional thing in the world, more
restrained than its counterparts even in many
Western countries, not to mention the blighted
third world. The last time such a thing happened
was in 1999 when police shot dead a man on
suspicion that a table leg he was carrying was a
“weapon.” But it is an indication of how much
the public mood has changed since then that the
reaction this time has been surprisingly muted.

No doubt, there has been widespread condem-
nation of the police’s covert shoot-to-kill policy
and there have been calls for a public inquiry but,
behind the expressions of shock and disbelief,
there has also been a barely concealed sense that
we are living in abnormal times and such “un-
fortunate” things will happen while tackling ter-
rorism. Even the normally outspoken civil rights
campaigners and Muslim leaders have sought to
hedge their criticism saying that they “under-
stand” that there are “pressures” on the police
after the July 7 attacks.

This question is worth considering: would the
reaction have been different or stronger had the
innocent victim been a British or American citi-
zen? What would have been the socio-political
consequences in the U.K. if he had turned out to
be not a Brazilian but a Hussain or a Khan? I am
posing these questions because the tone of the
response across communities changed signif-
icantly after it emerged that the victim was not
“one of us.”

Disturbing similarity

The current climate in Britain, particularly in
London, has echoes of what we witnessed in
India at the height of terrorist violence in Punjab
and Kashmir when it had become fashionable to
dismiss civil libertarian arguments as “political
correctness.” We saw it happen in America after
9/11 and now we are seeing it in Britain.

In the past few days, I have heard people with
impeccable liberal credentials say to me: “This is
inevitable when you’re fighting terrorism.” Or
“In the interest of the many, we may have to
sacrifice a few innocents.” Or “What do you ex-
pect police to do if they suspect that they are
dealing with a terrorist.”

You cannot get someone more liberal than the
Mayor of London Ken Livingstone. At the risk of
being branded a “fifth columnist” by right-wing
tabloid editors, he has publicly defended the
right of controversial Muslim scholars to speak,
and is on record saying that the British and
American policies in Iraq have contributed to
terrorism. But this is what he had to say on the
killing of Jean Charles de Menezes: “All London-
ers will wish to offer their condolences to this
man’s family and friends. The police acted to do
what they believed necessary to protect the lives
of the public. This tragedy has added another
victim to the toll of deaths for which the terror-
ists bear responsibility.”

In some circles there is even a view that the
incident, tragic though it was, would send out a
“strong” message to potential terrorists that the
police meant business. They believe that it is the
“soft” image of the British police that has often
been exploited by extremists and what hap-
pened on July 22 would be a “deterrent” to
others.

State terror is nothing new but what is new is
that it is gaining legitimacy on the streets be-
cause of the rise in extremist violence. It is often
forgotten that terrorists, by definition, are
meant to kill — however genuine their cause
—whereas police are meant to protect, and it is
important that the police force, especially in the
more “civilised” and “freedom-loving” coun-
tries, retain their ability to draw the line be-
tween fighting terror and wreaking terror.
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Pakastanis suspect
i Egypt attack too
e A AN

WHENEVER THERE is an attack, look at Pakistan. Now, the Egyptian
police are searching for six Pakistani men in connection with the ter-
rorist attacks at the Red Sea resort of Sharm el-Sheik. The prime sus-
pects in the London blasts, too, are Pakistanis.

Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf, however, said the al-Qaida
network in his country had been shattered and could not have orches-
trated global terrorist attacks.

The Egyptian police, nevertheless, have circulated photographs of
the six suspects, who were apparently among a group of nine Pakista-
nis who arrived in Sharm
el-Sheik from Cairo on
July 5. The images sug-
gested that the men were
aged between 20 and 30.

The police were not say-
ing the Pakistanis were
definitely involved, and in-
vestigators were also pur-
suing other threads. But
any involvement of Pak-
istanis would imply an in-
ternational, possibly al-
Qaida, hand behind them.

British authorities have
been seeking several Pak- Wi o
istanis in connection with AFP
the London bombings, and A tourist lays flowers near the attack site.
Washington has raised the
possibility that both the London and Sharm attacks were planned by al-
Qaida. Pakistani involvement would also represent a change in militant
violence in Egypt, which in the past was seen as largely home-grown.

Pakistanis — whether tourists or workers — are rare in Sharm or
other Sinai resorts. But many.illegal Pakistani migrants used Egypt
as a route to Europe to find jobs, said Khalid Ahmed of the Pakistani
Embassy in Cairo.

On Monday, Musharraf said al-Qaida’s network in Pakistan could
not have been responsible for the attacks in London or Sharm el-Sheik.
“We have shattered and eliminated their command system there. We
attack them when we see them in the mountains,” he said in Lahore.

“Is it possible in this situation that an al-Qaida man sitting here, no
matter who he is, may control things in London, Sharm el-Sheik, Is-
tanbul or Africa? This is absolutely wrong,” he said.

He claimed to have overrun al-Qaida sanctuaries in Pakistan’s trib-
al regions, with security forces having captured 700 of its fighters.
However, he admitted, small groups might still be hiding in the tribal
regions bordering Afghanistan. Military experts believe Osama bin
Laden could be hiding in the area.
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Britain:

A family
in grief

London, July 24

RELATIVES OF 27-year-old Jean
Charles de Menezes, a Brazilian
electrician who was shot dead by
the police at Stockwell Under-
ground station on Friday, were
shocked and mystified how the
police could have mistaken him
for a suicide bomber.

“Their explanation is that
they had to kill someone to show
the population that they are
making the country safe,” said
cousin Alex Alves Pereira, who
reportedly had to identify the
body Menezes. “I ask all the peo-
ple to ask the Metropolitan Po-
lice and (Prime Minister) Tony
Blair,’What kind of job are they
doing?” a tearful Pereira told
BBC television.

Police at the time said they
opened fire because their suspect
had refused to obey instructions.
Pereira said his cousin did “not
have a past that would make him
run” from the police and was sim-
ply on his way to work from his
home in Tulse Hill, south Lon-
don. Another cousin, Aleide de
Menezes, said Menezes spoke
English very well and would have
understood police instructions,
CBN radio in Brazil reported.
Menezes, who came from the city
of Gonzaga in Brazil’s southeast-
ern state of Minais Gerais, had
been living legally in Britain for
three years, according to his fam-
ily. He wanted to save up enough
to return to his hometown and be-
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come a cattle rancher.

A group of Brazilians staged a
vigil in the pouring rain in Lon-
don to protest Menezes’ killing
while Brazilian foreign minister
Celso Amorim, in London on oth-
er business, met officials at the
foreign office. “We were shocked
and perplexed by what happe-
ned,” said Amorim, adding Brazil
had asked for a full explanation.

The Metropolitan Police have
arrested a third man late on Sat-
urday from the neighbourhood
where Menezes had lived. The
police are still looking for four

ountri

men in connection with Thurs-
day’s failed bombings. They have
no proof of a link between the at-
tacks on July 7 and 21, although
there was a clear common pat-
tern. British media, citing secu-
rity sources, said police were in-
vestigating the possibility that
two of the July 7 bombers had at-
tended a white water rafting trip
at the same center in Wales as
some of the suspected July 21 at-
tackers. The Observer said two
properties that the police raided
on Friday were linked to people

with family connections in So-
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AP
Maria Otone de Menezes, mother of the victim, is comforted by her sister as her husband Matuzinho looks on.

malia and Ethiopia. The police
were trying to establish how the
first group of bombers, three of
them Britons of Pakistani origin
from northern Britain, might be
linked to a second cell with
African connections.

The police also carried out
several controlled explosions to
dispose of a suspect package
found in northwest London on
Sunday, which they said may
have been linked to devices used
in the botched July 21 attacks.
They refused to elaborate.

Agencies

ravage

Egypt: A
sea resort
deserted

Reuters
Sharm el-Sheikh, July 24

HUNDREDS OF foreign tourists
packed their bags and flew home
from the Red Sea resort of
Sharm el-Sheikh on Sunday af-
ter bombs killed scores of people
in the worst attack in Egypt
since 1981. Busloads of tourists
streamed off buses at the Sharm
al-Sheikh airport for flights back
to European capitals.

A spokeswoman for the Egypt-
ian tourism ministry said it was
too early to tell how hard the at-
tacks would affect tourism, a
main foreign income earner for
the Egyptian economy. But she
did expect some cancellations.
Most of the departing tourists
were on regularly scheduled
flights, although some tourists
left early. But the arrival termi-
nal was deserted for most of the
morning except for a handful of
tourists from Austria, who said
their flight was nearly empty.

Hundreds of Israelis, however,
continued to cross the border into
the Sinai despite warnings to
avoid the Egyptian peninsula af-
ter the multiple bombings.
Alarmist predictions of danger
from the authorities a day after a
wave of attacks appeared to do
nothing to dim the ardour of Is-
raelis bent on enjoying the beach-
es and coral seas of the Sinai.
About 700 Israelis had crossed
into Egypt by Sunday afternoon,
hours after news of the explo-
sions and terrifying footage filled
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A man collects precious stones from debris at a shop in Sharm el-Sheikh.

television screens. The tourism
ministry said 7,000 Israelis are
vacationing on the peninsula at
present. Travel agents reported
few cancellations for holidays in
the Red Sea resort although at
least one Israeli was among those
wounded in the bombings.

More than 70 people have been
detained in Sharm el-Sheik and
elsewhere on the Sinai Peninsu-
la for questioning but none have
been accused of involvement in
Egypt’s deadliest-ever terror at-
tack, said security officials, who
declined to be identified because

of the sensitivity of the inquiry.
Local investigators are also ex-
amining the possibility that for-
eigners carried out the latest at-
tacks that levelled the reception
area of the luxury Ghazala Gar-
den Hotel in Sharm el-Sheik’s
popular Naama Bay district and
ripped apart a coffee house
crowded with Egyptians in the
nearby Old Market. Those blasts,
plus a third smaller bomb con-
cealed in a bag that exploded
along a Naama Bay boardwalk,
have sent shock waves through

this country’s tourism industry.
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Sharm-el-Sheikh (Eg-
ypt): Egyptian police
scoured for clues on Sun-
day and struggled to
identify dozens of the 88
people killed in three
bomb blasts that rocked
this Red Sea resort, send-
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ing foreign tourists /
scrambling to catch” ®
flights home.

More than 70 people
have been detained in
Sharm el-Sheikh and
elsewhere on the Sinai
Peninsula for question-
ing over early Saturday’s
bombings. But none have
been accused of involve-
ment in Egypt’s dead-
liest-ever terror attack,
said security officials.

A policeman with
his sniffer dog
checks the debris
In front of the
bombed Ghazala

- -~ Gardens hotel

The roundups ap-
peared similar to police
operations after last Oc-
tober’s attacks at the
Sinai resorts of Taba and
Ras Shitan, when 3,000
people were detained and
many complained of tor-
ture, according to local
people and human rights

groups. Some 200 of
those are believed to still
be in custody, including
two Egyptian suspects
whose trial is set tp re-
sume on Sunday.

Egypt’s interior mirnis-
ter has said investigators
are looking into whether
there were links between

THE Tiiwes OF INDUA

or attackers

the Taba and Sharm
blasts, which beth took
place despite the massive
presence of Egyptian se-
curity forces in Sinai, a
strategically important
area bordering Israel
and the Gaza Strip.
Local investigators are
also examining the possi-
bility that foreigners car-
ried out the early Satur-
day blasts that levelled
the reception area of the
luxury Ghazala Garden
Hotel in Sharm el
Sheikh’s popular Naama
Bay district and ripped
apart a coffee house
crowded with Egyptian
in the nearby Old
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‘AT TACK COMES AT PEAK OF TOURIST SEASON W JORDAN STEPS UP SECURITY AT RESORTS

Holiday turns to horror

ey

SHARM EL-SHEIKH, July 23. ——
“They are mad. What’s the point
of all this,” cried a young British
barmaid after a succession of
massive bomb blasts transformed
Egypt’s Red Sea resort of Sharm
el-Sheikh from a holiday-mak-
ers’ paradise into an inferno of
blood and destruction.

“They won’t go to heaven. No
religion can accept such a
thing,” said Carol, who works in
a bar on the glitzy Naama Bay
strip near a luxury hotel that
was bombed early today.

The explosions shattered the
night in Egypt’s most popular
resort where thousands of
{ourists from Europe, Russia and
Gulf Arab couniries, as well
Egyptians marking a national
holiday, were vacationing,

As the sun rose to reveal scencs
of destruction across the popular
strip of hotels, restaurants and
clubs known as Peace Road, an
Italian tourist was desperately
trying to find his missing son.

“My wife and I were strolling
near the shops, not far from the
hotel, and our 17-year-old son
stayed behind, in his room,” said
Giuseppe Pasquale. When the
explosions went off, we rushed
back to the Ghazala but he was
not in his room. I don’t know
what to do. They wouldn'’t let me
in to the hospital,” the distressed
father said.

The attacks occurred at the
height of the tourist season and
proved to be even deadlier than
the 1997 attack in the Nile town
of Luxor that killed 62 people.

Condemning the  attacks,
President Mr Hosni Mubarak
vowed his country’s sccurity
forces will hunt down those res-
ponsible. “This cowardly, crimi-
nal act is aimed at undermining
Egypt’s security and stability and
harming its people and its
guests,” he said during a live
nationally televised broadcast.
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Egyptian securitymen stand guard in front of a destroyed hotel in Sharm el-Sheikh on Saturday. AFP

Nervous neighbours co

Associated Press

CAIRQ, July 23. — Fgypt’s neighbours joined
the USA and other nations today in condemn-
ing the deadly car bombings at the Egyptian
Red Sea resort of Sharm el-Sheikh, offering
assistance and moral support in the fight
against terrorism.

Jordan stepped up security at its own vaca~
tion sites after the attacks, which occurred
before dawn today at the resort, teeming with
thousands of sun-seeking Europeans,
Japanese and other nationalities.

Other nations, mindful of the recent terror
attacks against public transport facilities in
London, expressed their commitment to the

LN H

President Mubarak speaks to officials
after the explosions on Saturday. AFP

battle against ferrorism. “Our thoughts and
prayers arc with the familics and innocent
victims from many nations who suffered in

ndemn blasts

this senscless attack,” US Secretary of State
Ms Condoleezza Rice said in a statement
rcleased by the US embassy in Jerusalem. “At
this difficult time of testing, the USA stands
with our friend and ally Egypt,” said Ms Rice.
“Togcether we will confront and defeat this
scourge that knows no boundary and respects
no creed.”

In Baghdad, Iraq’s new government, no
stranger to bombings and bloodshed,
cxpressed its “deep sympathy and condo-
lenees” 1o President Hosni Mubarak, the
Fevptian people. “We wish the Egyptian
armed forces success in fighting the cancer of
terrorism, which threatens the peace of the
world, and the mistaken ideas behind it.”

—
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Hasan Suroor

LONDON: On another dramatic
day in London, police shot dead
a suspected suicide bomber on
Friday as he tried to board a
train in Stockwell Underground
station, near Oval in south Lon-
don — the scene of one of the
four explosions which rocked
the city less than 24 hours
before.

The man, believed to be
among the four suspects wanted
in connection with Thursday’s
incidents, was not identified im-
mediately, but eyewitnesses de-
scribed him as of Asian
appearance and wearing a “bul-
ky” coat, normally worn in win-
ter.

Police confirmed that the
shooting, which was watched by
scores of terrified commuters,
was “directly linked” to investi-
gations into Thursday’s blasts. It
happened around 10 a.m. even as
London was starting to return to
a semblance of normality after
the previous day’s explosions.

People said they saw a man
chased by policemen in plain-
clothes who shot him at point
blank range as he tripped while
trying to get on to a train that
had just pulled in.

“I saw an Asian guy run onto
the train hotly pursued by three
plain-clothes officers. One of
them was carrying a black hand-
gun — they pushed him to the
I floor, bundled on top of him and

unloaded five shots into him,”
one eyewitness told the BBC.

! Concern for safety

Amid fears over what critics

i called a “covert shoot-to-kill ap-
| proach,” police said that they
acted out of concern for the safe-
ty of passengers as they feared
that there was an “imminent”
danger to the lives of the people.
Metropolitan Chief Ian Blair
said the man was “challenged
but refused to obey police in-
structions.” He did not give any
more details of the incident but
reports, attributed to security

sources, said that when chal-
lenged by the police the man
jumped over the ticket barrier,
ran down the escalator and tried
to board a waiting train. It was
then that he stumbled, and was
shot up to five times and pro-
nounced dead on the spot. Some
eyewitnesses said he was shot
“eight to nine times.”

Special undercover officers
had been at his heels since
morning after identifying him as
one of the suspects from CCTV
images of Thursday’s events.
They “challenged” him as he
headed towards the Stockwell
tube station and then chased
him down to the platform — and
into the train. “People just froze
in their seats cowering for a few
seconds and then leapt up,” one
passenger said.

Police said they feared that
the man might be carrying ex-
plosives under the coat and was
a potential suicide bomber. Civil
rights activists demanded de-
tails of the incident and wanted
to knowwhy the police shot dead
aman without issuing a warning,.

The station was evacuated
and sealed off amid scenes of
panic. Large parts of London
were closed as police searched
properties suspected to be link-
ed to those behind Thursday’s
incidents. The area around a
mosque was also cordoned off,
but police declined to give de-
tails.

CCTV images of the four men
wanted for Thursday’s explo-
sions were released on Friday
evening and police sought “ur-
gent” public help in identifying
them.

Sir Ian said it was a “very, very
fast moving investigation” and
appealed for calm. He empha-
sised that the anti-terror oper-
ation was targeted against
“criminals” and not against any
community. He said rumours
were “sweeping” London and
people should not pay heed to
them. His remarks followed
fears of a “backlash” against
Muslims.

‘Suicide bomber’ shot dead in London

Police chased suspect through Stockwell tube station, killed him as he tried to board a train

uf

L . : + () AP A
ON THE RUN: Closed circuit television images released by London’s Metropolitan Police on July 22 show the four
suspects wanted in connection with the bomb attacks on July 21. Police have asked the public to help identify the

suspects. — PHOTO: REUTERS /



“Afroze sentenced
to 7 years’ RI™

Charged With Having Terror Links To
o Engineer Blasts Worldwide

Mumbai: Suspected Al Qaida oper-
ative Mohammad Afroze was on
Friday sentenced to seven years’
rigorous imprisonment on the

charge of developing terrorist links
to engineer explosions worldwide,
including Parliament House.
Afroze was found guilty under
sections 120-B (conspiracy) and 126
(committing depradation on terri-
tories of power at peace with the

government of India) of the IPC.
On this count, he was given five
years’ RI. He was also found guilty
under sections 467 (forgery of valu-
able security) and 471 (using as gen-
uine forged documents) of the IPC,
for which he was sentenced to seven
years’ RI. Both the sentences will
run concurrently.

Mohammed Afroze is taken to jail from
the sessions court after the verdict was
announced on Friday

Designated judge A P Bhangale,
however, acquitted him from the
charge of conspiring to wage war
against the nation (section 121-A of
the IPC). Afroze’s lawyer Mubin
Solkar said his client would appeal
against the verdict in the HC.

Afroze’s brother Mohammad Fa-
rooq Abdul Razaq was acquitted as
the police could not produce evi-
dence against him. He had been
charged with helping
Afroze go abroad to join the
Al Qaida and undertake pi-
lot training on forged docu-
ments to accomplish their
mission of bombing impor-
tant places. The court also
asked the government to
seek the extradition of
Afroze’s London-based un-
cle Mubarak Musalman,
who is shown as abscond-
ing in the case.

According to special pub-
lic prosecutor Ujjwal
Nikam, Afroze had partici-
pated in the conspiracy
hatched by Mubarak to
blow up important places
abroad. He sought maxi-
mum punishment of life
imprisonment for Afroze in
the backdrop of the recent London
bombings, saying it will send a
strong message to society.

But Solkar argued that Afroze
had been falsely implicated and
urged that he be acquitted. Solkar
urged the court to consider the fact
that Afroze was a reformed man
and had a family to look after. agencies
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Cops shoot
dead Londo
bomb suspect

LE o W%
ASSOCIATED Press(‘ %

k4 v
London, July 22 ) M

POLICE SHOT dead a man at a k
south London underground sta-
tion on Friday as they hunted for
bombers who struck city’s trans-
port network a day earlier.

The attacks on Thursday
lunchtime caused chaos but killed
no one, in an apparently failed bid
to repeat suicide bombings that
killed 52 people two weeks earlier.

“We can confirm that just after
10 am armed officers entered
Stockwell Tube station. A man
was challenged by officers and
subsequently shot. London Ambu-
lance Service attended the scene.
He was pronounced dead at the
scene,” police said.

Witnesses spoke of panic as the
man of Asian appearance and car-
rying a rucksack vaulted over bar-
riers as he was chased by eight or
nine armed officers, before being
tackled and shot.

Media reports said he was a sus- ;
pected suicide bomber — possibly :
one of the four being hunted after § 4
Thursday’s attacks. Services on | gndon police on
the Victoria and Northern lines, Figay released
which run through Stockwell sta- QCTV shots of four
tion, were disrupted. men wanted in

“I saw them (police) offload five connection with
shots into the person on the floor,” Thursday’s terror
witness Mark Whitby told BBC tel- jncidents.
evision. “I saw them kill a man.”

The Abu Hafs al Masri Brigade, an al Qaida-linked
group which claimed responsibility for the July 7
bombings, posted a statement on an Islamist web site
on Friday claiming it carried out Thursday’s attacks.

As forensics experts searched the three under-
ground trains and a double-decker bus hit by small,
near-simultaneous explosions on Thursday, police
were called to a series of security alerts across the
south of the city. Also, police said they were investigat-
ing an apparent attempt to set fire to the home of a man
identified as one of the July 7 suicidebombers.

More reports on Page 13
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Copy-cat theory: Qaida

Shehzad Tanweer

Cousin says
bomber
wanted to be
holy warrior

DANIEL MCGRORY AND
ZAHID HUSSAIN

Islamabad, July 21: On his
last visit to relatives in Pak-
istan this year one of the Lon-
don bombers, Shehzad Tan-
weer, boasted of wanting to
die in a revenge attack against
the way Muslims are treated.

While his family in Leeds
had no idea about his suicide
mission, Tanweer confessed to
his cousin his ambition to be-
come a “holy warrior”.

At his father’s home vil-
lage 48 km from Faisalabad,
Mohammad Saleem described
today how Tanweer, 22, hero-
worshipped Osama bin Laden.

Saleem supported his
cousin’s bombing of a train at
Aldgate station which killed
seven people, saying: “What-

ever he has done, if he has -

done it, then he has done
right.” He recalled how Tan-
weer argued with family and
friends in this backwater
about the need for violent re-
taliation over US abuse of
Muslim prisoners in Guan-
tanamo Bay.

Tanweer was ho stranger
to the village of Chak No 477,
where his grandfather and
several cousins live. During
his last trip, the college
dropout was visited regularly
by another of the bombers,
Mohammad. Sadique Khan.
The pair are said to have met a
known al Qaida activist who
hassineebeen jailed for bomb-
ing a church. They are also al-
leged to have met a British-
born militant.

Saleem said that Tanweer
had spent only a short time at
the village before going with
Khan to a madarsa. “Whenev-
er he would listen about suf-
ferings of Muslims he would
become very emotional and

- sentimental,” Saleem said.
“He was a good Muslim ... he
also wished to take part in
jihad and lay down his life.”

“He knew that excesses are
being done to Muslims. Inci-
dents like desecration of the
Koran have always been in his
mind,” Saleem said, referring

to US soldiers at Guantanamo -

allegedly throwing a copy of
the Quran in a toilet.
THE TIMES, LONDON

Alarming ease in
recruiting bombers

London, July 21 (Reuters):
Four attempted bombings on
London’s transport system
today look like an intended
carbon-copy of attacks that
killed 56 people two weeks ago
and may be masterminded by
the same group, security ana-
lysts said.

They put forward two
main scenarios behind the lat-
est blasts, which were much
smaller than the previous
ones, and did not cause any fa-
talities.

The first, more benign ex-
planation, was that the attacks
were carried out by “imitative
amateurs” intent on mounting
a copycat strike by targeting
three underground trains and
a bus in a cross-formation
across the city.

The second, more worry-
ing, was that the same group
behind the suspected al Qaida-
linked attacks on July 7 had
struck again, albeit with far
less devastating effect. Police
refused to be drawn on which
was more likely.

“Whether or not this is di-
rectly connected, in the sense
of carried out by the same
group of people, however
loosely knit that is, I think
that’s going to take just a little

bit longer before we can quali-
fy that,” police chief Ian Blair
said. But he added: “Clearly,
the intention must have been
tokill.”

Whoever was behind
today’s attacks, they managed
to manufacture four explosive
devices and smuggle them on
to the London transport net-
work despite the highest levels
of security and public watch-
fulness in London for years.

If the same group was re-
sponsible for two waves of co-
ordinated attacks two weeks
apart, it would show an alarm-
ing ease in mobilising fresh
bombers — perhaps even
would-be suicide bombers —
to follow the example of the
four bombers who blew them-
selves up on July 7.

“The more we know about
the bomb attack two weeks
ago, the more skilful it looks,
well planned — the people be-
hind it know what they’re
doing,” said Michael Clarke,
security expert at King’s Col-
lege London.

Former US intelligence of-
ficial Robert Ayers, a security
analyst at respected London
think tank, the Chatham
House institute, said he
thought it more likely the

same group was behind both
attacks than that a second, in-
dependent group had now
emerged.

“What I've been saying all
along is that you had four guys
that died (in the July 7 bomb-
ings), but the infrastructure
that trained them, equipped
them, funded them, pointed
them at the right target — the
infrastructure’s still in place.”

If the same group was in-
volved, the obvious question is
why the first wave of attacks
was so professional and dead-
ly and the second apparently
so amateur.

Ayers noted that police had
recovered unused explosives
from various sites including a
hire car abandoned by the
July 7 bombers at Luton, near
London. “One speculation I've
had all along is that they left
those explosives in the car for
another group to pick up and
carry out a second attack, but
when they got there the car
had already been taken over
by the police, so they’ve had to
cobble something together
fairly quickly,” he said.

Both Clarke and Ayers said
witness accounts of today’s in-
cidents suggested the bombs
had malfunctioned.
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CITY THROWN INTO WORST NIGHTMAR

Sense of

deja vu

returns
to London

SIMON FREEMAN

London, July 21: Commuters
had retwrned to their silent
daily grind.

’Flewm in: memorlal gar-..
dens werebeginning to wilt.
A light drizzle was falling
from a grey summer sky.

Two weeks after its worst
attack in 50 years, London
was getting back to normal.

But today, the capital was
today thrown into its worst
nightmare with a series of
copycat Tube and bus bomb
attacks coming exactly a fort-
night after the atrocity that
claimed 56 lives.

At just before 1 pm
(British Summer Time or
BST), the Underground was
placed on “amber” alert and
the Hammersmith & City,
Victoria and Northern lines
were evacuated. Roads were
closed around three stations.
Mobile phone networks went
into meltdown.

Scotland Yard was quick

to inform a terrified public
that the latest series of inci-
dents — on Tubes at the Oval,
Warren Street and Shep-
herd’s Bush and a bus in
Hackney Road, East London
— was not being treated as a
major terrorist attack. With-
in two hours it became clear
that the four co-ordinated at-
tacks were not on the same
scale as July 7. The sense of
relief was palpable as servic-
es on the Tubes began to re-
turiito normpls

waBut the striking s1m1lan
ty between today’s incidents
« “again in a“North, South,
East and West formation
spread across the capital in
an echo of the “burning
cross” — caused immediate
and widespread panic. Lon-
doners had stoically re-
turned to public transport
days after the July 7 attacks;
after a few days of trepida-
tion, most had returned to
their daily rituals of eyes-
down silence.

The latest incidents —
which have so far claimed no
casualties — can only exacer-
bate the lingering fear. The
emergency response was
swift and well-rehearsed.
The political response almost
as rapid.

Tony Blair cancelled a
visit to east London and a
planned photocall with John

Howard, the Australian
Prime Minister. Ken Living-
stone, the London mayor,
also called off a visit to the
Family Assistance Centre set
up to help victims of the ear-
lier blasts.

Home secretary Charles
Clarke was among ministers
who had been due to attend a
meeting of senior police and
military officials at Downing
Street to discuss ways of pre-

ventingarepeat of the terror.
Itwas y’ a@ i
an emergegcy Cobra: meetmg,

got underway
" THe'trigittal attacks were,*
according to senior police

sources, “inevitable”. Follow-

up attacks, we had been
warned, were “likely”. By 2
pm today, senior police offi-.
cials were saying that Lon-
don had had a “lucky es-
cape”. But fears were raised
that, dummy or not, London
may not be as willing to re-
turn to normal knowing that
its public transport network
has again been compro-
mised.

At Warren Street, Roger
Holloway, 49, planning man-
ager for a construction com-
pany said: “ I just hope it’s
not as serious as last time.
The whole thing makes you
cautious as you move
around.”

THE TIMES, LONDON

Residents wait near Shepherd’s Bush station
in London. (AFP)

Washington, July 21
(Reuters): American officials
said they did not believe the
US was in imminent danger of
an attack similar to today’s
second wave of bombings on
London’s transport system
but were closely monitoring
the London events.

Just hours after four small
explosions hit London’s bus
and underground train net-
work, President George W.
Bush said the US would not be
frightened by acts of terror-
ism.

“They have the desire to
use their terrorist techniques
to frighten us,” Bush saidin a
speech on trade in which he
did not directly mention the
bombings. “They understand
when they Kkill in cold blood it
ends up on our TV screens.
And they're trying to shake
our will.”

“They don’'t understand
our country though. They
don’t understand that when it
comes to the defence of uni-
versal freedoms, this country
won’'t be frightened,” he
added.

Homeland security offi-

AT [JS: We won’t
be frightened

- T

cials said the department was
closely monitoring the events
in London and noted that the
US mass transit system was al-
ready at a heightened state of
alert — a move taken two
weeks ago after the first wave
of bombings in central Lon-
don.

“We have no specific infor-
mation indicating this type of
attack is imminent in the US,”
said spokeswoman Katy Mont-
gomery. Defence department
spokesman Bryan Whitman
said that security had been in-
creased at the Pentagon in a
precautionary response to the
situation in London, but that
there was no evidence of a di-
rect threat to US defence head-
quarters.

“We have a major metro fa-
cility that runs through ti
Pentagon,” Whitman said r
ferring to a busy undergrour
subway stop beneath t}
sprawling military headqua
ters in Virginia near Washin
ton. The increased state :
alert on buses, subways ar
trains means more police a
on watch and patrolling st
tions and platforms.

L

“There was mass panic’

London, July 21: Outside
Warren Street station, people
who were evacuated from the
Tube spoke of what they had
experienced.

Sofiane Mohellavi, 35, from
Walthamstow, said he had
smelt smoke in his carriage on
the Victoria Line northbound
train. “I was sitting in the car-
riage reading a book and I
smelt something burning, like
wiring or tyres, and it just got
more intense.

“Suddenly people pan-
icked and started screaming
and were walking on each
other’s backs trying to get the
hell out of there. I couldn’t
move, I didn’t know what to do,
whether to run or not.

“People ran and left their
shoes and belongings when
they smelt the burning," Mr
Mohellavi said. Victoria Line
passenger Ivan McCracken
claimed a traveller’s rucksack
had exploded on the Tube out-
side the station.

He told Sky News: “I was in
a middle carriage and the
train was not far short of War-
ren Street station when sud-
denly the door between my
carriage and the next one
burst open and dozens of peo-
ple started rushing through.
Some were falling, there was
mass panic.

“It was difficult to get the
story from any of them what
had happened but when I got
to ground level there was an
Italian young man comforting
an Italian girl who told me he
had seen what had happened.

“He said that a man was

carrying a rucksack and the
rucksack suddenly exploded.
It was a minor explosion but
enough to blow open the ruck-
sack.

“The man then made an ex-
clamation as if something had
gone wrong. At that point
everyone rushed from the car-
riage.” McCracken said he
smelled smoke but did not see
any injured passengers.

Oval station

A witness at Oval under-
ground station told Sky News
he heard a sound “like cham-
pagne popping” then passen-
gers erupting in panic.

“As far as I know from what
alady at the top of the estala-
tor was saying, someone came
into the carriage, dumped the
bag and ran out. Some people
tried to stop him but he ran

out.” He said: “I was in the car-
riage next to the one where the
bag was. All of a sudden there
was a popping, it sounded like
champagne popping. I didn’t
think anything of it at the
time but then I heard a lot of
shouting from the next door
carriage.

“People started saying:
‘Smoke, smoke’. One of the
train guys came through and
said: ‘Get off the train, we're
evacuating, everyone out’.

‘As we were walking past
the carriage we could see the
bag sitting on the chair. It was
a big, black rucksack, like the
backpack-type ones that you
get. When they got upstairs,
people were really distressed,
one lady was crying.”

A woman said she saw a
man holding arucksack stand-
ing next to a woman with a

A woman walks past police officers near
Shepherd’s Bush station. (Reuters)

baby. She said the man
dropped the bag and ran out of
the carriage. Other passen-
gers tried to chase him but as
far as she knew, he had not
been caught.

Shepherd’s Bush

At the Shepherd’s Bush sta-
tion of the Hammersmith and
City line, Rebecca Hamilton,
34, from Chiswick, was work-
ing in Bush Studios, a rehears-
al studio in the arches directly
underneath the station when
she was told to evacuate.

She said: “We work under-
neath the station in the arches
and police came in and kind of
told us to get out basically, just
to drop everything and get out.
We have left all our cars and
everything in there.”

She continued: “We didn’t
hear any noise but we didn’t
hear trains for about a good
half-an-hour before and they
just told us to get out and we
ran out. When we first came
out of the arches we just min-
gled around but now they are
telling us to get back (to the
moving police cordon).”

Hackney bus

A witness in Hackney said the
driver of the number 26 bus
had reported smelling cordite.
Passengers and people in
surrounding houses and
shops were evacuated. A work-
er in the area told Sky News
that Hackney Road had been
cordoned off, but that the area
was quite quiet and he could

not see any major damage.
THE DAILY TELEGRAPH

METROPOLETAN
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Armed police on guard at Downing Street. (Reuters)
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The Independen

LONDON, July 21. — Terrified pas-
sengers were evacuated from three
trains on the London Underground
and a double-decker bus in the
British capital this afternoon after a
series of small explosions. Warren
Street, Shepherd’s Bush and Oval
Stations were all evacuated after the
blasts. A small explosion then hit a
No 26 bus at Hackney at 1.30 p.m. —
when at least one of the upstairs win-
dows on the bus was blown out.

Sir Ian Blair, the Metropolitan
police commissioner, comparing to-
day’s incidents with the 7 July attacks,
said: “These are smaller devices, some
of them have not gone off properly.
We may have recovered forensic
material. It may be important to our
investigation.” He said that the situa-
tions were under control and nothing
indicated any form of chemical attack.
He added: “Now is the time to get
London moving again.’

He said later that he did not want
to say too much, adding: “At the end
of this process we want to have some
trials.” He did say, however, that the
forensic material available might
represent a significant breakthrough.
And he asked Londoners who had
photos and images from the scenes
to send them to the police to help
with the investigation. “The inten-
tion of the terrorists has not been
fulfilled,” he said. The Victoria,
Hammersmith & City and Northern
lines remain closed — but other lines
carried on as they had been in the
wake of the 7 July bombings. Surface
trains were running normaily.

Mr Tony Blair said: “We know why
these things are done — to scare peo-
ple and to make them anxious.
Fortunately there appear to be no
casualties and I think we have just got
to react calmly.”

Police launched an operation at

hese incidents certainly have
I all the hallmarks of a copycat
incident. The chances of there
being attacks on one bus and three
Tubes at the same time would be
very small if it wasn’t linked in some
way to the attacks of 7/7.
Am I surprised? No I am not.
There is evidence that terrorism is
a copycat phenomenon. There’s
some evidence that in the weeks fol-
lowing a terrorist incident there is a
greater likelihood that there will be
further terrorist incidents in that
area. Just after 9/11 a young boy
crashed a small plane into a building
in Florida. That was some kind of
copycat incident — a plane being
flown into a building — although

University Collug,e Hospital, which is
near Warren Street Station. Sky
News reported that staff had been
asked to look out for a 6ft 2in male,
possibly of Asian appearance, wear-
ing a blue top with wires coming
from the back of it. The hospital is
near Warren Street Station. Police
later said that operation had been
“stood down” — but large numbers
of armed officers soon returned. Two
people were arrested this afternoon
— one in Downing Street and one in
Great Scotland Yard in Whitchall —
since the incidents this afternoon.
However, police sources said it was
unclear at this stage whether the two
had any links to the explosions.

Eye-witnesses gave accounts of
what had happened on the Tube. Ms
Sosiane Mohellavi (35) was travelling
from Oxford Circus to Walthamstow
when she was evacuated from the
train at Warren Street. “I was in the
carriage and we smelt smoke — it was
like something was burning. Everyone
panicked and people were screaming.
We had to pull the alarm. I am still
shaking. We pulied into Warren Street
and were evacuated. It was horrible.”

Victoria Line passenger Mr Ivan
McCracken said a traveller’s rucksack
had cxploded cn the Tube outside
Warren Street Station. He told Sky
News: “I was in a nuddle carriage and
the train was near Warren Street when
suddenly the door between my car-
riage and the next one burst open and
people started rushing through. Some
were falling, there was mass panic.”

The government’s civil contingen-
cies committee — known as Cobra —
met this afternoon in response to the
latest incidents, Downing Street con-
firmed. It is two weeks to the day since
the London bombings, when three
suicide bombers detonated bombs on
Tube trains in the capital and a fourth
blew himself up on a bus.

More reports on page 3

)

COPYCAT ATTACK

»SAY TERROR RERUN IN LONDON; 4 BLASTS ON TRAINS, BUS

A flreflghter dressed in a hazardous material protectwe suit gets ready to inspect the double-decker bus on Hackney Road WhICh was targeted in London on Thursday AF P

DEAD RINGER FOR 7/7

Dr Paul Marsden, psychologist at London School of Economics and an expert on
copycat phenomena, examines the linkages between today’s attacks & 7/7

Copycat events tend to peak
around 10 days to 2 weeks after the
first . incident. We don’t know why
that’s just what the statistics show us.

The people who commit copycat
attacks statistically tend to share
characteristics with the first attack-
ers. They are likely to be people
who in some way feel that they are
in a similar position to the earlier

many of the other details were vw’ékcrs either psychologically or

different.

socially or by being part of a similar

group. I would not want anyone to
assume that this means it must be
people from Leeds or who are
Muslims. But the psychological the-
ory of differential identification says
that copycats see these people as
role models. '

The way that they media report
these events is crucial as it is impor-
tant not to personify the people who
commit these attacks. If the person
who commits a terrorist attack is

seen as a real person then people
who share similar characteristics to
the attackers ~ such as age, gender,
or circumstances — can be triggered
to commit copycat attacks.

One of the key theories about
social learning explains that we
learn from other people rather than
on our own. Part of that phenome-
non is role modelli ut there is
also a phen non of “disinhibi-
tlion” whijeff can occurs when suici-

dal or murderous thoughts — inhibit-
ed by conscience, uncertainty or
fear — are exposed to what is per-
ceived as the positive consequences
of suicide or murder. When this
happens, the mental conflict
between urges and inhibitions may
be resolved, resulting in a suicidal
and possibly murderous mind being
made up. Thought is free to become
deadly action.

These are likely to be people who

want to commit an act but would not
normally do so for fear of the nega-
tive consequences. They would be
people in intra-psychic conflict - put
simply, shall T or shan’t 1? They
would have weighed the risks and
rewards of acting and decided not to
act until they were triggered to do
so by observing the first attacks. All
the evidence suggested that it was
statistically more likely that some-
thing similar would occur.

The urge to copycat seems to be
hardwired into us. Emotions are
contagious — we copy smiling, yawn-
ing and even vomiting from those
around us. It also works at a behav-
iour level — murder, suicide and now
terror attacks seem to spread by the
power of suggestion.

— The Independent



/Blood on Srinagar street

Car laden with explosives hits Army jeep outside a school

:

IT'S HIZBUL: The remains of the Army vehicle after the militant attack,
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Striking distance

A school bus passed the
site minutes before blast
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Major among 5 killed

Narrow escape for schoolchildren, NSG probe team rushes

RASHID Ahmad
Srinagar, July 20

FOUR ARMYMEN, including a major, were
among five persons killed when militants ex-
ploded a car-bomb near a missionary school
in Srinagar on Wednesday. Three jawans and
13 civilians were wounded in the blast.

The Hizbul Mujahideen has claimed re-
sponsibility for the explosion.

The blast occurred in the neighborhood of
official residences of over a dozen ministers
and senior bureaucrats at a common thor-
oughfare at Sonwar at 9.15 a.m. Though the
area is a high-security zone, the road is open
to civilian traffic. “This is a high-security
zone but it is a high-traffic area as well,” said
IGP (Kashmir range) Javaid Makhdoomi.

Defence spokesman Lt Col VK. Batra said

’ﬂl‘)‘;

L ALS

the explosive-laden car was driven by a sui-
cide bomber who rammed it into a passing
army vehicle. He confirmed the death of
three soldiers. Sources, however, said four sol-
diers were killed and three injured. “The in-
jured troopers are undergoing treatment in
the army’s base hospital,” said Batra.

Sources said over a dozen civilians were hit
by flying splinters. One of them, Naseer Ah-
mad Bhat, died on the spot. He was an ac-
countant at the Sher-e-Kashmir Agriculture
University.

A three-storey building housing the LIC’s
zonal office was extensively damaged.

The Hizbul Mujahideen denied that a sui-
cide bomber was driving the car. A caller,
identifying himself as a spokesperson of the
outfit, said the blast was triggered by a re-
mote-control device. He claimed that seven

soldiers were killed.

“We are investigating whether the car was
driven by a suicide bomber,” said Makhdoo-
mi. He said there was no trace of the body of
the “suicide bomber”. “There is possibility
that the bomber might have jumped out of the
car at the last moment,” he said.

The blast caused panic in the city, as a mis-
sionary school is located nearby. Though no
student was injured, frenzied parents con-
verged on the school to know about the safety
of their wards. This is the second car blast in
Srinagar in the past four weeks. On June 24,
Hizbul Mujahideen activists had blown up a
bus carrying troops at Nishat, killing nine
Jawans and injuring 20 others.

The Centre has rushed bomb experts of t
National Security Guards and a tea
forensic scientists to J&K.
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Unabated suicide attacks by
resistance fighters kill 24 "

Four car bombers target Iraqi and U.S. security patrols

BAGHDAD; Four suicide car bom-
bers struck security patrols and
election workers on Sunday, of-
ficials said, killing 24 persons in
the latest surge of suicide at-
tacks.

The first suicide attack killed
two policemen and one civilian
in the eastern New Baghdad

\ neighbourhood, police 1st Lt.

| Mohammed Jasim said. The at-
tack occurred as police inspect-
ed the bodies of two Iraqis killed
by militants that had been left in
the road as a trap, the U.S. mil-

‘ itary said in a statement.

|  The attack also wounded sev-

" en policemen, some seriously,

and one other civilian.

About an hour later, a second
suicide car bomber exploded
near a police convoy near the
Bay’a bus station in southern
Baghdad, killing three police
commandos and four civilians,
police Capt. Talib Thamir said.
Three civilians were also injured
in that blast.

Blast in poll panel office

A third suicide car bomber
missed a U.S. convoy but struck
two minibuses, killing six civil-
ians in the troubled Mahmoudi-
ya town about 30 km south of
Baghdad, said police Capt Rash-
id al-Samarie. Nine others were
also wounded.

In eastern Baghdad, another
car bomber triggered an explo-
sion outside the offices of Irag’s
Electoral Commission, killing
five .employees of the commis-
sion and one policeman, accord-
ing to police and officials.

At least four others were

wf‘

HAPLESS VICTIM: An Iragi woman rushes with her son wounded in an explosion, to a
hospital in the town of Al-Mussayib, south of Baghdad on Sunday. - PHOTO: AFP

wounded and several cars and
homes were damaged in the
blast.

After a lull in attacks after a
security sweep last month
through the capital, attacks have
increased in recent days, includ-
ing a suicide bombing on Sat-
urday that killed 71 persons in
Musayyib, about 70 km south of
Baghdad.

On Friday, at least seven sui-

cide attacks were carried out in
the country, killing at least 30
and wounding over 110 people.

Toll goes up to 90

The Iraqi Government report-
ed on Sunday that the death toll
from the suicide bombing in
front of a Shia mosque in Musay-
yib stands at “more than 90.”
“The enemies of freedom and
humanity in Iraq have commit-

ted a new ugly crime that shows
their bankruptcy as they target
our innocent civilians in the
Mussayib district killing more
than 90 people,” the Govern-
ment said in a statement.

“The Government condemns
this brutal attack and promises
the Iraqi people it will continue
to tighten the grip on the terror-
ist organisation by improving
our armed forces.” — AP
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" Terror trail gl

Bomber was
probed, let off

London, July 17 (Reuters):
British secret services last
year vetted one of the bombers
behind the London attacks
and judged he was not athreat,
a report said today, as police
searched for a support net-
work of planners, bomb-mak-
ers and financiers.

The Sunday Times, citing a
senior government source,
said intelligence agency MI5
had assessed the eldest of the
bombers, Mohammad Sidique
Khan, but concluded he posed
no threat and failed to put him
under surveillance.

The government refused to
be drawn. “We never comment
on the activities of security
services,” one official said.

Investigations into the
July 7 bomb attacks which
tore through London’s trans-
port system, killing 55 people,
have fanned out across the
world. Police have said they
expect to find clear links to al
Qaida.

Three of the bombers were
young British Muslims of
Pakistani origin, while the
fourth was a Jamaican-born
Briton. Two of them were
teenagers, one was 22 and the
oldest 30.

The Sunday Independent
newspaper said police had es-
tablished a link between an-
other bomber, Khan, and al
Qaida. It said a man who is be-
lieved to have attended an al
QRaida “summit” in Pakistan
last year and who pleaded
guilty to terrorism charges in
the US following his arrest
shortly afterwards, had identi-
fied Khan from photographs.

The Sunday Times said
Khan was the subject of a rou-
tine assessment by MI5 offi-
cers last year after his name
cropped up during an investi-
gation into an alleged plot to
explode a huge bomb outside a
London target, believed to be a
Soho nightclub.

Senior government minis-

ter Lord Falconer defended
Britain’s intelligence services.

“We have got to keep our
eyes all the time on what the
best steps are to fight terror-
ism. The police, the security
services, the intelligence serv-
ices have been doing that effec-
tively,” he told BBC Television.

Speaking in parliament
days after the bombings,
Prime Minister Tony Blair
chose his words carefully, say-
ing he knew of no intelligence
“specific enough” to prevent
the attacks.

Scotland Yard released the

Demonstrators in Russell
Square, London. (Reuters)

first CCTV image of the four
bombers together, which poli-
ce hope will trigger new infor-
mation from the public. The
photograph, on the front pages
of all Sunday newspapers,
showed them walking into a
train station north of London
with backpacks thought to co-
ntain the bombs they detonat-
ed less than 90 minutes later.

In Egypt, police were hold-
ing for questioning a British-
trained biochemist, Magdy El-
nashar, but the government
said he was not amember of al
Qaida and the media had dra-
wn hasty conclusions about
him. The 33-year-old Egyptian
was a researcher at Leeds Uni-
versity in England, and police
were searching his rented
house in the city.

The family of London bomb victim Susan Levy leaves a crematorium in north west London on Sunday. Her widower

|

Harry Levy (third from left) is flanked by their sons Daniel (left) and James (second from right). (Reuters)

Phone call list draws blank

Islamabad, July 17
(Reuters): British authorities
have given Pakistan a list of
telephone calls made from the
house of one of bombers in
the attacks on London, but
checks have drawn blanks so
far, Pakistani intelligence offi-
cials said today.

Three of the four bombers
were young British Muslims
of Pakistani descent and have
been identified as Shehzad
Tanweer, Mohammad Sidique
Khan and Hasib Hussain. The
fourth was a Jamaican-born
Briton.

An intelligence official
said checks based on the tele-
phone numbers dialled from
Tanweer’s home in Britain
had yielded no results so far.

“We have quizzed three
people whose numbers were

found in the list, but we have
concluded that they have noth-
ing to do with Tanweer,” he
said. He said these people were
family friends, including two
businessmen.

Investigators had earlier
confirmed that Tanweer, 22,
had visited the cities of Faisal-
abad and Lahore during two
trips to Pakistan over the past
two years and that the authori-
ties were now sure Khan and
Hussain had also visited Pak-
istan in 2004.

Another intelligence offi-
cial said five more people had
been detained near Faisalabad
last night, raising the number
held in the central province of
Punjab to more than a dozen.

Two suspects picked up in
the city of Gujranwala were
believed to belong to the bann-

ed al Qaida-linked Kashmiri
militant group Jaish-e-Moha-
mmad, a security source said.

One intelligence official
said most of the detentions st-
emmed from information gle-
aned from a jailed Jaish-e-Mo-
hammad member, Osama Na-
zir, arrested in December for
the 2002 bombing of a church
in Islamabad that Kkilled two
Americans among others.

Some intelligence officials
say Tanweer met Nazir twice
in Faisalabad in 2003.

Four men were detained in
Faisalabad this week from the
same neighbourhood where
Nazir was arrested.

President Pervez Mushar-
raf ordered police to take
tougher measures after the
London blasts, which killed 55
people, prompting speculation

THE TELEGRATH

that a serious crackdown on
militant groups might be im-
minent. The security agencies
are probing Tanweer’ links
with militant groups and
madarsas in Pakistan.

Yesterday, security agents
questioned teachers, students
and other staff of Manzoor-ul-
Islam, a madarsa in Lahore
which Tanweer was thought
to have visited in 2004.

The madarsa is connected
to Jaish-e-Mohammad, an un-
predictable group that has
splintered into small cells, but
a school official denied any
link with Tanweer.

The intelligence officials
say Tanweer made a second
visit to Pakistan and stayed in
Lahore from December 2004
until February, visiting sever-
al mosques and madarsas.

are stays on Islamabad

17 militants
killed
in Pak
clash

Miranshah (Pakistan), July
17 (Reuters): At least 17 sus-
pected foreign militants, along
with women and children,
were killed in a clash with
Pakistani security forces
today near the Afghan border,
the Pakistan military said.
Troops surrounded the
suspects before dawn in two
houses near Miranshah, the
main town of the North
Wagziristan tribal region.
Military spokesman
Major-General Shaukat Sul-
tan said the militants opened
fire after refusing an appeal
from tribal elders to surren-
der; and soldiers returned fire,
A miljtary statement said
the militants used women as
shields as they tried to fleg
while some women took part

in the fighting.
“The militants and women
fired back and lobbed

grenades that resulted in sha-
hadat (martyrdom) of one solé
dier,” the statement said.

It was not immediately
clear how many women or
children were involved.

Several of the militants
were believed to be from cen-
tral Asia.

Four Kazakhstan pass-
ports were recovered.

The military statement
said arms and ammunition,
including detonators, explo-
sive material, switches, circuit
diagrams and other material,
were found in the hideouts.

Residents of Miranshah,
300 km southwest of Islam-
abad, said troops had cor-
doned off the area after the
clash. “I have seen some limbs
and blood scattered on the
earth,” a Reuters reporter at
the scene said.

Two days earlier, US forces
based in Afghanistan killed 24
suspected al Qaida militants
and their Taliban allies on the
Pakistan side of the borgér in
Noth Wasivier -
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Female bomber kills

Ankara: A bomb
blast, likely caused by
a female suicide
bomber, devastated a
minibus on Saturday
as it headed toward a
popular beach in an
Aegean Sea resort
town, killing four peo-
ple, including at least
two foreign tourists, a
police official said.

The blast in Ku-
sadasi, 72 kilometres
southeast of the port
city of Izmir, tore off
the bus’ roof and
sides, and 14 people,
including six Britons,
were injured. News
photos showed body
parts scattered next to
the bus, which was de-
stroyed just a few me-
ters (yards) from the
coast.

A police official in
Kusadasi said preliminary
evidence pointed to a female
suicide bomber whose body
was torn apart in the blast.
The official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, said
the woplan was a Turkish
citizen.

T4 o
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Injured persons are helped as they sit next to the wreckage of a

minibus following an explosion in Kusadasi on Saturday

The Anatolia news agency
said there were reports that
the bomb exploded in the
woman’s lap.

There was no immediate
claim of responsibility for

but Kurdish

the attack:
rebels haye}r;cently carried
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out bomb attacks in Aegean
resort towns.

Ali Baris, the governor of
Kusadasi, said the blast oc-
curred as the minibus trav-
elled through the town
square, but could not con-
firm whether it was caused

12 0w
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C

by a suicide bomber.

Baris said the ex-
plosion killed at least
four people, including
two women, and in-
jured 14, including
several who were in
critical condition. A
doctor at Kusadasi
state hospital said
three foreign tourists
were among the dead
and five foreign
tourists were critical-
ly injured in the ex-
plosion. The police of-
ficial said two of the
dead were foreigners.
The reason for the dis-
crepancy was not im-
mediately clear.

The five injured
tourists were trans-
ferred to Izmir for
treatment, the doctor
said.

The Anatolia news
agency, reporting from
Izmir, identified the five in-
jured as British tourists, in-
cluding a 16-year-old boy.

The British foreign office
said five Britons were seri-
ously injured and one sus-
tained minor injuries. ar
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Blair for “battle" to win Musllm hearts

July 7 attacgs ,not a revenge " for the r1t1sh U.S. invasion of Iraq

Hasan Suroor (‘ U‘I\ﬂ

LONDON: Prime Minister Tony Blair
on Saturday called for a “battle” to
win the “hearts and minds” of
Muslims in the campaign against
terrorism as Britain’s top Muslims
in a joint statement condemned
last week’s London bombings as
“utterly criminal and absolutely
un-Islamic.”

Denouncing terrorism as an
“evil ideology,” Mr. Blair said it had
to be pulled up “by the roots,” and
dismissed suggestions that the Ju-
ly 7 attacks were a “revenge” for
the British-U.S. invasion of Iraq.

“If it is Iraq that motivates them,
' why is the same ideology killing
Iraqis by terror in defiance of an
elected Iraqi government? Why, if
it is the cause of Muslims that con-
cerns them, do they kill so many
with such callous indifference?” he
said speaking at Labour Party’s na-
tional policy forum.

Mr. Blair’s remarks came as his
Government proposed tougher an-
ti-terror laws after police warned
of more attacks.

He said the battle against terror-
ism meant “confronting” the fa-
natics “head on”.

“It is a battle of ideas and hearts
and minds both within Islam and
outside it. .. A battle not just
about terrorist methods, but their
views....It cannot be beaten, in my
view, except by confronting it,
symptoms and causes, head on,” he
said adding: “We must pull this up
by the roots. Within Britain we

11 JuL

must join up with our Muslim com-
munity to take on the extremists.
Worldwide, we should confront it
everywhere it exists.”

The Government proposed a
new offence of “indirect incite-
ment” to commit terrorist acts. Re-
marks interpreted as “glorifying” a
terrorist act would be an offence.
Home Office Minister Hazel Blears
said the law would cover private as
well as public statements.

It is also proposed to outlaw
“acts preparatory to terrorism.”
Such acts would include providing
or receiving training in the use of
hazardous substances, and other
methods or techniques likely to
lead to a terrorist act.

The proposals have been sent to
Opposition parties in order to re-
ach a cross-party consensus on
methods to tackle terrorism.

No link

AFP reports from Cairo:

Egypt said one of its citizens ar-
rested on suspicion of involvement
in the July 7 London bombings has
“no link” to Al-Qaeda, but British
investigators are expected to press
their inquiry in Cairo, newspapers
here said on Saturday.

In a statement published by the
daily Al-Gumhuriya, Interior Min-
ister Habib al-Adly said media re-
ports about Magdy Elnashar (33)
“are unfounded and are only hasty
deductions.” He has “no links with
the Al-Qaeda network,” Mr. Adly
said of the suspect, who was arrest-
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MAKING COMMON CAUSE: A peace rally in Dewsbury,
ed late Thursday in a Cairo suburb. northern England, on Saturday. - PHOTO: REUTERS



akistani officials quiz

madraswah brass, no arrests

ISLAMABAD, July 16. — Pakistani author-
ities have questioned several students,
teachers and administrators at one of the
two religious schools believed to have been
visited by a suspect in the London bomb-
ings, intelligence and school officials said
today. Police and interior ministry officials,
however, vehemenily denied reports that
arrests had been made in the case.

The intelligence agents, who spoke on
condition of anenymity, said the agents
had been dispatched to the Jamia
Manzoorul Islam seminary in central
Lahore, one of the two madrasahs alleged-
ly visited by suspected bomber Shahzad
Tanweer on a visit to Pakistan.

Mr Asad Farooq, a spokesman for the
school, conceded that intelligence agents
had been paid a visit today, but denied
Tanweer had ever been at the school.

“Our hands are clean. We are not in-
volved in any such activities. We are sim-
ply running an education facility. Anyone
can visit us and see what goes on here. We
have no link with Shahzad Tanweer or any
other foreign students,” Mr Farooq said.

Mr Amir Zulfikar, operations chief La-
hore police, denied a report by a news
agency that two persons had been arrested
in Lahore. “We have made no arrests in
Lahore today or last night,” he said.

Brig. Javed Igbal Cheema, the head of
crisis management at the Interior ministry,
also reiterated that no arrests had been
made in Pakistan in connection with the
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Suspects’ families devastated

LONDON, July 16. — The families of two
suspected London suicide bombers said
that they were devastated by the attacks
and urged Britons to help police combat
terror networks. The family of bombing
suspect, Mohammed Sidigue Khan (30),
released a statement today expressing
their “heartfelt sympathies” for the vicfims
of last week’s blasts. They feel Khan
must have been “brainwashed.” Yes-
terday, the family of Hasib Hussain (18)
expressed shock at the attacks and said
they had no idea he was involved. AP

London bombings. It is not clear, however,
if the officials had been to the other school,
Markaz Taiba in Muridke, allegedly linked
to Tanweer. Intelligence officials said
Tanweer had spent four or five days at the
school during a visit in the past year.

Md. Azam, in charge of the school,
denied Tanweer had been there. “This is a
pack of lies. “They want to malign Islam.”

Two top security officials today said
that three of the London suicide bombers
had visited Pakistan last year.
Mohammad Sidique Khan and Shehzad
Tanweer came together in November
2004 arriving at Karachi airport and
returned to Britain in early February.

Hasib Hussain ‘came separately on an
undisclosed occasion last year, also to

Karachi, and went back to Britain after-
wards. '

THE ST ATESMAN
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Ayodhya plot springs from Delhi

H.__E DEADLY PATH

5

In June first week,
Lashkar commander
Qari’s men drive from /
Poonch to Panipat in a /
Tata Sumo with weapons / [I
/i
!/" !

The Ayodhya suicide

squad, hiding in Delhi,
travels to Panipat and takes
the arms and TNT. Hands it all
to contacts for transport to
Akbarpur and
returns o Delhi

o,

,{;

* Arms movement
w Fidayeen movemenr\

On July 5,

militants reach
Faizabad in hired
car at 7 am and
Ayodhya taxi stand
at 8. They hire a cab
and visit the banks
of the Sarayu before
reaching attack site

7

AYODHYA

Dethi squad, led by
Yunus, leaves for
Akbarpur on June 24

eKasif

sYunus

 eArshad Al

eAmin
alias Zubair

eUnidentified

Accomplice

eMehmood
alias Javed (hiding)

Graphic: Raj and Sanjay

s Five militants visit
Ayodhya on July 3 for a
recce and return to

Akbarpur. Sixth militant, 4
Javed, has left

By July 4 the
mission, code-named
“M3”, is worked out

#Yunus and Arshad go to Lucknow on July 2, meet
contacts, buy two bags and return to Akbarpur

S

OUR BUREAU

July 15: Tracing calls made
on the Ayodhya attackers’
mobile phone, police today
arrested five persons in
Jammu’s Mendhar region
and pinned the blame on
the Pakistan-based Lash-
kar-e-Toiba.

A joint operation by the
Uttar Pradesh police’s special
task force (STF) and Jammu
and Kashmir police netted
the suspects, accused of pro-
viding weapons to the five
fidayeen who were gunned
down on July 5 before they
could reach the makeshift
Ram temple.

The police then claimed to
have pieced together the puz-
zle of how the suicide attack-
ers, who they say were Pak-
istanis, got their AK-47 rifles,
grenades and TNT and what
they did in the days leading up
to the strike.

The mastermind, the po-
lice said, is a Lashkar division-
al commander, Qari Saifullah.
He recruited eight persons in
Mendhar, Poonch, and paid
them Rs 1 lakh to ferry the
arms to the Ayodhya suicide
squad, which had been hiding
in Delhi for nearly a year.

At the heart of the opera-
tion was a Tata Sumo that
had a cavity specially built in
it to conceal the weapons that
were transported to Panipat,
where the Ayodhya attackers
received them. The Sumo was
found and seized after the
arrests.

“The cavity was so cleverly
designed that it fooled the po-

The room in outer Delhi’s
Deoli village where
some militants stayed.
Picture by Rajesh Kumar

lice’s metal detectors at the
checkpoints on the way,”
Jammu inspector-general of
police Shishu Paul Vaid said.

The weapons were trans-
ported directly to contacts in
Akbarpur, Uttar Pradesh, whi-
le the suicide attackers arri-
ved a few days later. Here, they
planned the operation after a
recce in Ayodhya.

The police said the five Ay-
odhya attackers and an accom-
plice had been staying in Delhi
since August-Sgptember. Th-
eir leader Yunus and Mehmo-
od alias Javed had rented
rooms in a house at Vasant Ku-
nj’s Kishangarh area in south-
west Delhi, while Arshad Ali,
Amin alias Zubair, Kasif and
another militant lived in Deoli
village near Khan Bazar on
the outskirts of south Delhi.

“They introduced them-
selves as cloth merchants,
bangle sellers and the like,”

vz

Cellphone trail leads
erf to Poonch arrests

said Uttar Pradesh director-
general of police, Yashpal
Singh. “Two of those staying
at Deoli used to sell vegetables.
Javed posed as a student and
enrolled for a spoken English
course.”

‘They used the Kishangarh
landlord’s mobile phone to
keep in touch with their con-
tacts till they acquired one for
themselves at Akbarpur on
May 2. They produced a fake
driving licence to get the
SIM card.

This mobile was found at
the Ram Janmabhoomi com-
plex after the attack and pro-
vided the police with vital
leads on the militants’ net-
work, STF inspector-general
A K. Guptasaid.

“The calls were traced to a
man called Asif Igbal alias Fa-
rooq Ahmed. Soon he was
picked up with Mohammed
Naseem and the entire story
came out,” Jammu and Kash-
mir police chief Gopal Shar-
ma said. Three more arrests
followed.

But there are still grey
areas in the investigations,
Gupta admitted.

For instance, the police are
yet to find out who the mili-
tants’ helpers were in Ak-
barpur, which they used as a
second base and where they
had planned the attack.

“Neither do we know who
brought the weapons from Pa-
nipat to Akbarpur or what ro-
ute was followed,” Gupta said.

Twelve people were picked
up from two villages in
Akbarpur.

M See Page 6
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it was Dawood's dream to get
photographed with celebrities

Mandakini introduced her
husband to the high life, and
big money

Abu Salem was Dawood’s
Bollywood agent, then went solo

Blame it all on
Mrs Dawood

Ibrahim

BOLLYWOOD AND the under-
world. In the popular imagination,
both are inextricably linked. But it
wasn’t always that way. If the mafia
is a disease, its symptoms first
manifested thmselves in 1981. That
was when the Pathan brothers,
Amirzada and Alamzeb, kidnapped
Mushir Riyaz, producer of Shakti.
The Rs 11 lakh ransom was enough
to give Bollywood its first big jolt.

That was just two years before a
relatively little-known crook named
Dawood Ibrahim fled for the Gulf.
Little did he imagine that not only
would he overtake his rivals, the
Pathan brothers, but that in time, it
would be top actors and actresses
who would flock to meet him.

“For small-time Mumbai goons,
meeting celebrities was a feather
in the cap. A group picture with
them was a dream come true,” re
calls veteran photographer Gopal
Shetty, who shot some of Dawood’s
early pictures.

It was in the late 1980s that lots
of actors travelled to Sharjah to
watch cricket and shop. Many
would bump into Dawood in
Dubai. One of those who did was
Mandakini, who shot to fame in
Raj Kapoor’s Ram Teri Ganga
Maili. She soon became Mrs Da-
wood. Similarly, actress Heena
Qausar married a drug kingpin
and became Mrs Igbal Mirchi.

Dawood was overwhelmed by
the high life he was suddenly cata-
pulted into. He was joined in
Dubai by brothers Noora, Igbal
and Mastakeen. Others who shift-
ed to the desert capital included
Chhota Shakeel, Sunil Sawant and
Sharad Shetty. Gangsters soon re-
alized that the film industry, with

W
o\

an estimated Rs 600 crore
turnover, was a goldmine (though
only 10 films succeeded annually).
Smaller producers also looked to
financing from D-company and the
pila trade (gold'smuggling).

But by 1996, Dawood shifted
base to Karachi. Celebrities who
wished to meet him would slip into
Pakistan via Dubai.

Dawood deployed aide Abu
Salem on the Bollywood front.
Salem’s good rapport within the
industy proveu a thssmg wineri
he 'plit from Dawood in 2000; he
knév Bollywood so well that it
wah’'t long before he had
wa'habe starlet Monica Bedi eat-
ingout of his hands. g

Mmd when extortion didn’t work
wift Gulshan Kumar, he ordered a
hit Shakeel took out producer
MiKesh Duggal. Salem’s hitmen
guhed down Dinesh Kumar and
Aj Waghani. His men opened fire
onvlanisha Koirala’s car. It was too
mth for Bollywood, and paying
priection money became rampant.

ut the underworld wasn’t sat-
ised. Joint ventures became com-
mh; gangsters grabbed the over-
ses distribution networks. They
st'ted compelling actors to do

re¢s. They’d meet crew at over-

se8 shoots. And Salem even
stzed a show before he was ar-
reed in Lisbon, Portugal.

Jthers who fished in Bollywood’s
ptd included rival Chhota Rajan,
al breakaway gangsters Bunty
pidey and Ejaz Lakdawala. But
t film industry became cautious
ar the financing of Chori Chori
Cépke Chupke came under the po-
1# scanner. Except, it seems, for
Sman Khan. —dJD
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BIOLOGICAL TERRORISM-II

and viruses poses a new
threat to national security -
that is not apparent. The relative
ease with which they can be ma-
nufactured and dispersed makes
biological agents an ideal wea-
pon for terrorists. It is for this
reason that al Qaeda operatives
have tried to acquire them and it
is probably a matter of time be-
fore they develop and use these
weapons of mass terror. As’
developing, stockpiling and us-
ing bio-weapons is relatively
inexpensive ‘compared with the
cost of defending against them,
the offence-defence balance
strongly favours the terrarist.
The security and public health
challenges presented by a single
terrorist carrying a vial -with a
biological agent, whether smal-
Inox. Ebola or something even

Bio-terrorism using microbes

f
more lethal engineered 1n a

laboratory, are enormous. It is a
sad commentary on the manage-
ment of human affairs by natio-
nal governments and their pro-
clivity to procrastinate regarding
international cooperation in the
face of grave trans-national

threats that various nations are

seeking to counter virtually
single-handedly.

Anthrax maii

The recent anthrax mailings in
the US focused public attention
on the current problems in
national security planning. It was
realised that expectations of fu-
ture threats are vastly different
from what actually occurs. Like
the 11 September hijacker atta-
cks, the anthrax attacks, too, had
not been foreseen. Several scho-
lars have said that rather than
planning for a narrow range of
least-likely, high-consequence
contingencies or focusing only
on additional mail-borne -an-
thrax attacks, the .international
cemmunity must plan for a
variety of future incidents —
including incidents that cause
mass casualties and mass disrup-
tion. In fact, planning for a varie-
ty of more likely middle to low-
casualty incidents, ‘while simul-
taneously being prepared for
low-probability, ~ high-conse-
quence incidents is perhaps the
most significant challenge facing
planners.

The cornerstone of prepared-
ness against future bio-terrorist
incidents, regardless of their na-
ture or scope, must be a national
public health system capable of
detecting, assessing, and respon-
ding to a broad range of contin-
gencies. An effective, viable and
responsive intelligence system is
necessary to provide timely
warning of an impending attack
and to identity the likely sources
of that attack so that a police
and, if necessary, military effort
can be mounted to eliminate the
threat. As in other maladies,
prevention is better than cure.

The more casualties bio-terro-
rists seek to inflict, the more
difficult it will be for them to
assemble the necessary combi-
nation of ‘these components,
Thus, the level of risk declines as
the level of desired casualties
increases because the attack
scenario becomes less likely. It is
certainly not easy to launch ma-

The Indian Response Has Been Inadequate

By GURMEET KANWAL

jor bio-terrorist attacks that re-
sult in large-scale casualties but
it must be accepted that this can
be done with extensive prepara-
tions. ‘Terrorist organisations
have time on their side and,
while the intelligence agencies
and the police must succeed
every time in their surveillance
and counter-terrorism efforts,
the terrorists need to succeed
only once.

Recent .advances in the life
sciences have brought to the fore
fresh concerns about the nega-
tive spin-offs of the ongoing bio-
technology revolution. The new-
found ability of modern science
to mutate DNAs combined with
sophisticated in-vitro fertilisa-
tion techniques could enable

threat of bio-terrorism unless

_credible intelligence is available.

Technical difficulties make the
threat of a catastrophic bio-
terrorism attack relatively less
likely. Only the release of a very
contagious or high-quality agent
by an efficient dissemination
route could result in thousands
of casualties. In reality, the num-
ber of pathways open to terror-
ists that would result in catastro-
phic numbers of casualties are
few, and those that do exist are
technically difficult. However,
the low probability of a catas-
trophic bio-terrorist attack must
not lead to complacence since
there is ample cause for concern
as-the rapid development of bio-
technology, and the diffusion of

rogue elements to develop im-
proved biological weapons. Indi-
cations of a possible BW attack
include a disease that is unusual
or does not occur naturally in a
given geographical area; multi-
ple disedses in the same patients,
indicating that mixed agents
have been used in the attack;
data suggesting a massive point-
source outbreak; apparent aero-
sol route of infeétion; high mor-
bidity. and mortality rates rela-
tive to the number of personnel
at risk; illness limited to fairly
localised *or circumscribed geo-
graphical areas; low attack rates
in personnel who work in areas
with filtered air supplies or
closed ventilation systems.

A major weakness in correctly
assessing the threat of bio-terro-
rism is the possibility of anony-
mous attack. Such an attack by a
third party could even trigger a
war between two nations and,
therefore, needs to be consci-
‘ously guarded against by institu-
ting confidence building mea-
sures (CBMs). Biological threat
assessments must take into ac-
count not only capabilities that
are challenging to monitor but
also intentions that are even
more difficult to discern.

Senior members

Information on intentions can
be gleaned only from apprehen-
ded senior members of terrorist
networks as they are the ones
who may have knowledge of
functional details. It is difficult
to obtain international and do-
mesticsupport for a coordinated
approach to countering the

expertise in this field may lower
the technical bar over time.
The strategic discourse in
India has a poor track record of
scenario buildirig as a tool in
threat assessment. This has been
a national failing that needs
urgent redressal. Unless the pro-
cess of scenario building is
undertaken as a matter of course
in conjunction with sophisticated
mathematical modelling techni-
ques, threat assessment will con-
tinue to remain based on worst
case analyses. For example, it
needs to be recognised that the
bio-terrorist threat is not a one-
dimensional threat. The Natio-
nal Security Council Secretariat,
now under a new National Secu-
rity Advisor, must make a con-
certed effort to take on board
and groom young analysts train-
ed in scenario building and ana-
lytical modelling techniques.
Because of India’s strategic
culture or, perhaps, due to the
lack of it, the government’s res-
ponse to the threat of bio-terro-
rism has been grossly inadequa-
te. As India’s decision makers
are mired in the Panipat Syndro-
me, it is not surprising that there
is virtually no recognition of the
potential dangers of bio-terro-
rism despite the menace of Pa-
kistan-supported Islamist funda-
mental terrorism in Jammu and
Kashmir and elsewhere in the
country. The Services, correctly,
do not foresee a large-scale mili-
tary threat of the use of biologi-
cal weapons in conventional
conflict and are, therefore, not
engaged in defending against it.
The nuclear threat and, to some

extent, the ch
given greater
Services.

A
\-

S

ical threat are
redence by the

There is widespread interna-

tional acceptance, in fact, that
biological weapons lack military
utility. The US unilaterally re-
nounced the use of biological
weapons in 1969. However, this
realisation did not prevent seve-

* ral nations from developing and
stockpiling biological weapons
as they can be used to soften up’
hardened defences before an as-
sault is launched. If employed in
the rear.areas of the adversary,
they can disrupt lines of com-
munication and paralyse com-
mand centres. Hence, their use
cannot be entirely ruled out,
particularly as part of an asym-
metric strategy by a weaker na-
tion against a stronger adver-

" sary.

In India the threat of bio-ter-
rorism, Oftirafered to as “a
poor man’s atomic bomb”, is
perceived to be primarily direc-
ted against the civilian popula-
tion both because the armed
forces are relatively better pro-
tected and because the aim of
the terrorists would invariably be
to gain maximum publicity and
create a fear psychosis.

Internal security

India’s foremost internal secu-
rity threat. is from jihadi funda-
mentalism that is mostly spon-
sored from across India’s wes-
tern border by the ISI agency of
Pakistan. Individual Islamist ter-
rorist groups based in Pakistan
have often threatened to disrupt
peace in India and have succee-
ded in doing so on several occa-
sions. Bio-terrorism is but a
short step to upping the ante by
an order of magnitude to dra-
matically highlight the “cause”
and gain international attention.

‘Threats against civilian targets
are the domain of the Ministry
of Home Affairs. How . seriously -
it takes the threat of bio-terro-
rism is a matter of conjecture but.
its annual reports make no.
mention of it. The threat of bio-
terrorism requires comprehen-
sive planning and focussing on
preparedness and response ca-
pacity — integrating the role of
the central government with that
of state governments, as well as
integration of state and national
assets. The government must gd-
dress the challenge of informing
the public and educating the
people about the reality of bio-
terrorism. The support of ‘the
people is necessary for early
warning, prevention and . crisis
management. However, such a
campaign must be launched with
discretion to avoid causing
panic. <

The Indian Parliament and
government must give the threat
of bio-terrorism appropriate
attention. The government must
draw up and correctly optimise
modalities for dealing with the
threat of bio-terrorism, both
from a budgeting and structural
standpoint. Both preventive and
pre-emptive strategies are need-
ed to neutralise perceived threa-
ts. These must be formulated,
debated nationally and resolute-

ly implemented, ,
( Concluded)/ y:
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Family men, all three

AMIT ROY

London, July 13: An anguished British estab-
lishment is trying to “understand” why the
four bombers of 7/7 did what they did.

Prime Minister Tony Blair today told a
hushed House of Commons of his “shock”
when he learnt that the hombers were from
Britain.

From all accounts, the young men did not
fit the “terrorist stereotype”.

Take, for example, Hasib Hussam. The 19-
year-old lived with his parents in a three-
storey red-bricked terrace house in Colenso
Mount in the Leeds suburb of Holbeck.

On Wednesday, he told his parents he was
going to London for the day with friends. At
10.20 pm on Thursday, his parents reported
him missing to the police casualty bureau,
providing one of the vital clues which led de-
tectives to Leeds. What his parents did not
know was that at 9.47 am that morning, he

-

had blown himself up on the number 30 bus
at Tavistock Square, causing 13 deaths. His
driving licence and cash cards were found in
the mangled wreckage.

Hasib attended Matthew Murray High

School in Leeds and apparently became very -

religious two years ago.

The story of Shehzad Tanweer, 22, is not
sodifferent. He grew up in the Beeston area of
Leeds with his younger brother and two sis-
ters in the family’s semi-detached house.

Shehzad went to Wortley High School be-
fore moving on to Leeds Metropolitan Univer-
sity where he studied sports science. He loved
cricket. He and his friend Mohammed Anwat,
19, played together just over a week ago.

“It’s not in his nature to do something like
this, he’s the type of guy who would condemn
things like that,” Anwar said.

The third bomber, Mohammed Sadique
Khan, 30, leaves behind wife Hasina and their
baby girl, eight months old.
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Blair battles backlash

AMIT ROY

London, July 13: Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair has ordered
police to prevent a backlash
against British Muslims, now
that the London bombers have
been identified as young men
of Pakistani origin.

Muslims are not the only
targets. There has been an at-
tempt to firebomb a gurdwara.

The Prime Minister said in
his appeal: “I would ask for the
same measured and calm re-
sponse from the country that
has characterised it since last
Thursday. This is a small
group of extremists. Not one
that can be ignored, because of
the danger they pose. But nei-
ther should it define Muslims
in Britain who are overwhelm-
ingly law-abiding decent mem-
bers of our society.”

He has been joined in the
appeal by the Opposition Con-
servative Party.

According to police fig-

ures, there have been nearly
100 “faith or race hate” inci-
dents since the London bomb-
ings. On Sunday, Kamal Raza
Butt, a visiting Pakistani, died
in Nottingham after an appar-
ently unprovoked assault.

Nottinghamshire police
have not so far linked the inci-
dent to the London blasts and
are treating it as an isolated
case, though it is being investi-
gated as a racially-aggravated
attack. Six youths have been
arrested.

A senior police officer, who
is working to ease community
tension in the wake of the
atrocity, said “palpable fear”
had been created by the faith
hate attacks.

Rob Beckley, a spokesman
for the Association of Chief
Police Officers, said there had
been a number of incidents
where Muslims or people of
Asian appearance had been
targeted for abuse or assault.

“Since last Thursday there

THE TELEGRAPH

have been things like criminal
damage, some minor assaults,
abuse in the streets and email
abuse,” he said.

“The fear and the impact of
all these individual incidents
isvery high.”

Scotland Yard has vowed to
deal “robustly” with the inci-
dents, which have prompted
concern in the Muslim com-
munity.

Five people were arrested
on suspicion of attempting to
petrol bomb a Sikh temple in
Belvedere, southeast London.

In Norwich, two women,
aged 26 and 23, have been re-
leased on bail after the [slamic
Centre in Rose Lane was van-
dalised.

Home secretary Charles
Clarke said he regretted the at-
tack in Norwich.

Zaher Birawi, chairman of
Leeds Grand Mosque, ex-
pressed anger and sadness
that the bombers appeared to
have come from the city.




BIOLOGICAL TERRO
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n the prevailing)ér of strategic
Iuncertainty, ironically, even as

the threat of major wars has
receded since the end of the Cold
War, new threats have emerged
that make Armageddon more,
not less, likely. Rapidly growing
international terrorism and wea-
pons of mass destruction make a
potent cocktail. Only a deep sur-
vival instinct has stayed the finger
on the nuclear trigger and allow-
ed mankind to escape large-scale
death and devastation over the
last half-century since Hiroshima
and Nagasaki. However, the
finger on the triggering mecha-
nisms of biological and chemical
weapons is unlikely to,be that of a
rational state. In all. probability
such weapons will be used by
irrational non-state actors: This
reality makes their threat more
difficult to discern accurately and
more complex to counter.

The nature of the threat and its
likely ramifications . must be
understood. Between biological
and chemical weapons, bio-wea-
pons are more potent as small
quantities can cause large casual-
ties. Their effects are more per-

sistent and likely to spread quick- .

ly over large areas. Unfortunate-
ly, due to complacency and iner-
tia and the natural predilection of
elected governments to adopt an
ostrich-like approach to invisible
threats, the international com-
munity is ill-prepared to deal with
the threat and combat it should it
materialise.

Paper treaty :

While the Biological Weapons
Convention prohibits the deve-
lopment, production and stock-
piling of biological and toxin wea-
pons and has been signed and
ratified by 151 countries, it is re-
ally only a paper treaty that lacks
the wherewithal to detect the
development of biological wea-
pons, adopt pro-active measures
to destroy stockpiles and combat
the diseases that may occur if
they are used deliberately or
inadvertently, The development
of bio-weapons is easy to conceal
— unlike nuclear weapons, there
are no tell-tale domes sticking
out into desert skies.

However, the proposed “Orga-
nisation for the Prohibition of
Biological Weapons” has remai-
ned a non-starter despite several
years of painstaking diplomatic
efforts. Clearly, the international
community has still not got its act
together to fight this threat in a
concerted manner. Organisms
and toxins found in nature that
can be used to incapacitate, kill,
or otherwise impede an adversary
are called biological weapons.
These weapons are characterised
by low visibility and high potency.
Accessibility to them is not diffi-
cult and these can be delivered
relatively easily. Biological wea-
pons are not new in concept and
history is replete with examples
of their use. Biological agents are
known to have been used to
deliberately poison food and
water with infectious material.
The use of micro-organisms or
toxins and the use of biologically
inoculated fabrics have been re-
corded. Arrows were poisoned by
dipping them in blood mixed with
manure; decaying carcasses were
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thrown into wells to contaminate

them; corpses of plague victims

were thrown inta cities to induce
plague by the Tarter force during
the siege of Kaffa in the 14th cen-
tury and by the Russians who had
surrounded Swedish forces at
Reval in Estonia in 1710. The
British gave smallpox-infected
blankets to Native Americans.
During World War I, the Ger-

-mans developed anthrax, glan-

ders, cholera, and a wheat fungus
for use as biological weapons.
They allegedly spread plague in
St Petersburg, infected mules
with glanders in Mesopotamia,
and attempted to do the same
with horses of the French Caval-

Fever, Ebola Haemorrhagic Fe-
ver, Melioidosis, Mycotoxins,
Plague, Q Fever, Ricin, Rift Val-
ley Fever, Saxitoxin, Smallpox,
Staphylococcal Enterotoxin B,
Trichothecene Mycotoxins, Tula-
remia and Venezuelan Equine
Encephalitis. The nature of ill-
nesses caused by the major agen-
ts, the symptoms, the locations
where the agents commonly
oceur, aspects pertaining to the
treatment of each disease and the
handling of infected patients, are
described in detail in medical
literature and are easily
accessible on the web.

The bio-terrorism threat covers
a wide spectrum. It ranges from

ry. Research continued and du-
ring World War II the Japanese
are known to have carried out
bio-weapons experiments on Chi-
nese prisoners and exposed more
than 3,000 victims to plague,
anthrax, syphilis and other
agents. The Americans, British,
Germans and Soviets also con-

_ducted research in bio-warfare.

Since the mid-1980s, terrorist
organisations have become the
primary users of bio-weapons
and several incidents of their use
have been recorded. In this age
of international terrorism, the
world must analyse the nature of
the threat posed by biological
agents and the probability of a
bio-terrorist attack.

Biological pathogens may be
released intentionally or acciden-
tally into the atmosphere. There
are some that occur naturally and
some that are intentionally deve-
loped as tools of warfare to cause
disease or death. Human beings
can be exposed to these agents
through ‘inhalation, skin (cuta-
neous) exposure, or ingestion of
contaminated food or water. The
'physiéa} symntoms that follow
exposure are oftert delayed and
can sometimes be cenfused with
other naturally oceurring ilines-
ses. Some hiologglcal.warfare
agents persist in thes €nvironment
and are capable of causing prob-
lems over a prol.)nged period
after their release.

Bio-weapon agent's -

A large number .f bio-weapon
agents have been identified and
listed. Bio-warfare agents com-
prise bacterial agen tS, viral agents
and toxins. The m 0st dangerous
ones include Anthr 4%, Botulinum
Toxins, Brucellos’is, Cholera,

Clostridium Perfri ngens Toxins, °

Congo-Crimean Hemorrhagic

hoaxes and use of relatively low
casualty agents by non-state ac-
tors or small terrorist groups to
the employment of classical bio-
logical warfare agents that can
produce mass casualties. In rare
cases it may include state-spon-
sored terrorism. All bio-terrorism
scenarios present serious challen-
ges to the international commu-
nity for treatment of affected
patients and for prophylaxis of
exposed persons. Another major

-hazard is environmental contami-

nation that could present conti-
nuing threats.

The recent history of bio-ter-
rorism is instructive. Among the
recorded incidents of bio-terro-
rism, there have been a large
number of cases that involved
contamination of food and water.
The deliberate contamination of
restaurant salad bars in Oregon
by followers of Bhagwan Shree
Rajneesh in September-October
1984, led to 751 persons being
infected with Salmonella typhi-
murium. During Operation
Desert Shield and Desert Storm
in 1990-91, the coalition forces
led by the United States faced a
threat from chemical and biolo-
gical agents. Following Gulf War
I, it had been reported that Iraq
had disclosed that it had bombs,
Scud missiles, 122-mm rockets,

-and - artillery shells armed with

botulinum toxin, anthrax, and
aflatoxin. They also had spray
tanks fitted to aircraft that could
distribute 2,000 litres of agents
over a target.

In 1992, a Virginia man spray-
ed his roommates with a subs-
tance that he claimed was
anthrax and 20 people had to be
administered chemoprophylaxis.
The Japanese sect, the Aum
Shinrikyo, attempted to release
aerosolised anthrax from the tops

~Easy Production And Delivery Of Toxins Poses New Threat

of buildings in Tokyo in 1994.
One year later, two members of a
Minnesota militia group, which
had produced Ricin for use .
against local government offici-
als, were convicted for its posse-
ssion. In 1996, a man in Ohio had -
obtained bubonic plague cultures
through the mail and was prose-
cuted.

Over 20 confirmed or suspec-
ted cases of ‘anthrax-related (10
inhalation, 13 cutaneous). bio-
terrorism acts occurred in.-the
United States between the 11
September 2001 terrorist attacks
and November 2001. These cases
infected mostly postal workers.in
New Jersey and Washington DC
and media companies in New
York and Florida. Letters conta-
minated with anthrax were hand-
led or opened by these workers. .
At least five persons died and
many more fell sick. At present,
17 countries are suspected of
having offensive BW programme.

There is a real threat that bio-
logical agents may be used on
civilian populations as these are
readily available, easy to wea-
ponise and relatively easy to use.
Biological warfare agents are dif-
ficult to detect or protect against.
They are invisible, odourless, and
tasteless, and their dispersal can
be effected silently. Also, the
small quantities required to kill
thousands of people in densely
populated metropolitan areas
make the concealment, transpor-
tation, and dissemination of bio-
logical agents easy. However, the
technology is still got freely avai-
lable and trained scientists are
required to develop, produce and
weaponise these WMD.

Explosive device

BW agents can be spread by
aerosol sprays, base ejection
artillery shells, missile warheads
and bombs whose casing opens
up to disperse the agent. These
can also be spread by food or
water contamination. As bio-
agents are likely to be destroyed
or inactivated by a blast, the use
of an explosive device to deliver
and disseminate such agents is
generally ineffective. Another
potential threat that poses prob-
lems is the possible contamina-
tion of municjpal water supplies.
However, this requires an unrea-
listically large amount of the
agent since drinking water has to
pass through a treatment plant
that uses chemicals to purify the
supply. Post-filtration contami-
nation is even more difficult to
achieve if it is to be widespread.

Acrosolised dispersal of biolo-
gical agents is the mode most
likely to be used by terrorists. -
Airborne pathogens can only be
effective biological weapons if
they are dispersed ih an aerosol
cloud as fine microscopic parti-
cles that are about five microns in
size. Only an appreciable dose
that can be inhaled and retained
in the lungs can cause infection
with an aerosolised agent. Ad-
vanced weapon systems (e.g. war-
heads, missiles) are not required
for the aerosolised delivery of
biological agents. Low-techno-
logy aerosolisation methods in-
clude agricultural crop-dusters;
acrosol generators on small
boats, trucks, or cars; and, back-
pack sprayers. Even purse-size
perfume atomisers can suffice for
limited targets.



~Bomber was proud to be British, says uncle
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Europe will
mourn in
silence

Poo— ' LONDON, July 13. — Britain and
o : = Lo much of continental Europe is
o v expected to fall silent at noon
tomorrow in memory of the victims
of the London bombings a week
ago. Millions are expected to
respond to the call by the mayor of
London, Mr Ken Livingstone, to
make a “defiant” gesture against
terrorism in the two-minute silence.
Residents of the 25 EU states are
expected to show their solidarity by
doing likewise. In London, buses
and taxis will interrupt their
journeys and much of the
population is expected to pause in
their daily routine. In the evening,
thousands are expected to gather
at Trafalgar Square, scene last
week of celebrations of London’s
Olympic bid victory, to pay their
. respects and thank those involved
in the rescue operation and
medical treatment. There will be
readings and poems from
Londoners and those in the
transport and emergency services.
Survivors of the blasts, as well as
Metropolitan Police officers
investigating the attacks, will join in
the silence. The capital's moment
of reflection is being co-ordinated
by the Greater London Authority in
conjunction with the TUC and
various religious groups. Mr Tony
Blair is expected to mark the The 30-year-old got onto the Circle Line train and
silence at Downing Street and Ms headed west, travelling four stops until he reached
Tessa Jowel] thaSasatagat—- —Gaware Roaa stanom AT §-58 a.m-—the agreed time
State for Culture, will be at the for the attack — just as the train was pulling out of the

:2AHfa Akbar in London
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.July 13. — He had becen to uni-
versity, had a bright future
ahead of him and he was “proud
to’'be British.” Yet Shahzad
Miyweer decided to blow himself

" up along with 21 London com-
muters at Kings Cross last week,
at the age of 22.

His motives remained a mys-
tery to the shocked relatives and
local community today in the P
Beeston area of Leeds, where he —
lived in some affluence in one of
the most well-respected families
in the district.

" _His uncle, Mr Bashir Ahmad.
said he was decply puzzled as to
why British-born Shahzad, who
was proud of the country to
which his Pakistani parents emi-
grated, could have become a sui-
cide bomber. “There is no expla-
nation I can come to. He was
proud to be British. He had
evérything to live for. His par-
‘ents were loving and supportive.
They had no financial worrics.
He was intelligent. He went to
university. His plan was to go
into sports,” said Mr Ahmad
(65), who owns a kebab shop on
Tempest Street, just minutes
away from the Tanweer family’s
chip shop.
Shahzad’s mother, Parvcen
~ Tanweer, has been left devastat-
ed by the news that her eldest
_§on chose to end his life with
“¢uch violence, Mr Ahmad
added. “The family is shattered.
This is a terrible thing. It wasn’t
him. It must have been forces

i e My

LONDON, July 13. — The four young suicide bombers
rendezvoused at Luton train station on Thursday morn-
ing, loaded down with rucksacks packed with explosives.

The British men of Pakistani origin boarded the 7.4%8
a.m. Thames Link train and arrived at Kings Cross in
north London at 8.:20 a.m. The station survcillance cam-
eras would later show the four friends strolling down the
concourse towards the Underground chatting away.
“They looked as if they were off on a walking holiduay.”
described a senior security source yesterday.

But the four men were not discussing the weather or
holidays; they were on the cusp of carrying out the first
suicide attack in Britain that would bring terror to
London. As planned, the four split at Kings Cross tube
station, each going their separate ways with their
weighty rucksacks. ,

The four friends, three of whom were aged 30, 22, 19,
had travelled down from Leeds. West Yorkshire, that
morning having picked up the mobile bombs, probably
from a house in the Burley district of Leeds. The gang is
thought to have driven down in two or three hired cars.

A man walks in front of the Mosque of Madrisah on Stratford Road, Beetson, in Leeds, on Wetnesday. Leeds residents were
in a state of shock after learning that three of the four suspected bombers were from their own neighbourhood. — AFP

Lahore, at the end of last year
The boy who grew up to blow No. 30

with the intention of staying there
LONDON, July 13.— Hewasthe  did and, onoe there, he boarded the  or nine months and learning to
tallest boy in r¥s class. Hasib No. 30 bus and detonated the last fec‘te g ’hihK‘)”“ tl)y he(‘j“’_‘- Het
Hussain aged 10, in his final year at  of the four bombs that shook the staye :1“ E}‘]" uncie arl]l dlS no
Ingram Read primary school in capital. Today, the multicultural believed to }?VL trave eh Vel?’
Holbeck, Leeds, was already community of Holbeck was coming far. After three months, he
showing signs of being a promising  to terms with the fact that Hussain, returnad to England to resume
athlete and had ambitions tobea  known as a quiet boy always over- life in Leeds, choosing to work
professional cricketer. But he was shadowed by his gregarious older part tirse at his father’s chip shop.
always an unassuming child. Within ~ brother Imran, was a suicide bom- - Mr Ahmad denied that his
seven years; however, Hussain was  ber. The teenager and his three nephew had travelled to Af-
to become one of Britain's first friends, Shahzad Tanweer, Md Sad- ghanistan or had taken part in
home-grown suicide bombers atthe  ique Khan, and an unidentified man, - training camps while he was in
age of 18. One week ago, he told have been revealed as the:bombers

The parents of one of the bombers
contacted the Scotland Yard helpline later
that night to report that their son had been
travelling to London with three friends
and had not been heard of since...

Pakistan.

s 'ill(l ]lim_” N . P o |' { tr | tl R I . h b. Seve ) l’ dicd s
‘Mrs Tanweer, who is in a sate- his mother he was going with feSpOﬂSib’e for last ”IUTSdays NCIg’lbOUI‘S'dGS_’}ﬂde Ianw' cer fam Y Suppo Ce“_ €in e. Oyal station, he detonated the bomb. Seven pecopie Gicd d'l
it S (e“ds k) he I i L don.HG atmciﬁes. "_'The 'ndependent as 'a “ OOd Muslim”: WhO ]lVCd i ! It it | " I tminster. the blast and more than 100 were WOUndtvd, at least 10

1.hQUS€ alOI’lg with the rest of the f!’l . rt |g| it to Lon g > i ‘ I IoBiB[CCu U.a Ha Sin wiest mins e- cerionsly.

with His parents, his younger

minute dedication would be At the same time, the 22-year-old, who had travelled

family, has been “crying uncon-
trollably” since she was given the

news about her son’s actions,

according to a family source.

“Iraq1 children fall victim Blair move to stop terror recruits
to suicide bombe

y wﬁvmm,h
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“She cannot believe what she
has been told. She cannot speak

. 48 hours after being told the

Larqawi aide

news by the police,” he said.
Shahgad o tievelled  to
Pakis®™" ;’M’ar: ¢ School, near

An&r‘gw Grice in London

brother and two sisters in their. ., !
.. screened on various channels. —

semi-dtached white pebbledasi
house.— The Independent

r

July 13. — Mr Tony Blair has #nnounced
a campaign-to stop British M :
lured into terrorism in
vent a repeat of the Lon

——

slims being
atmpt to pre-
bombings.

taken on and defeated by the community
itself.”

He announced that the government
would immediately start talks with other
parties about new anti-terrorism moves
including a crackdown on Muslim clerics

on the opposite direction on the Circle Line, was
between Liverpool Street and Aldgate when he set oif
the high explosive bomb, killing at least seven people.

e nign exprosive bomb, Killing at least se¢ ) be the muost

The third synchronised explosion was t outh on the

deadly. The suicide bomber travelled ¢ :conds out of
Piccadilly line and had travelled several s Square when
Kings Cross station on his way to Russcll caught in the
he detonated his device. This explosion — - caused the
narrow confines of a deep lying tunnel - | Among the
greatest injuries with more than 21 killed sh the police
dead is thought to be the terrorist, althou pody parts to
have yet to identify him among the mass of ’

¢ . v Beard/ The Independent
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A woman mourns the death of her child in a blast
in Baghdad on Wednesday. — AFP

BAGHDAD, July 13. — A
suicide car bomber killed
-27 and wounded 67 peo-
~ple, mostly children, when
he blew himself up beside
.a US patrol in east
Baghdad. The chiidren
were crowding around an
American  vehicle to
receive sweets from sol-
‘diecrs when they werc
caught by the blast.

Women screamed in
anger and rage and dis-
traught relatives filled the
street of Al-Jedidah, a
poor Shi’ite neighbour-
hood of Baghdad, as they
gathered up the dead and
injured. A child’s bicycle
lay on its side spattered
with  biood. All that
remained of the bombar’s
car was a blackened
engine block.

The explosion was so
powerful that it set a near-
by house on fire and dam-
aged two others. The chil-
dren gathered around the
US Humvee stood little
chance. The bomb also
killed one and wounded
three American soldiers.

“Most of them are chil-
dren,” said a policeman
speaking of the dead and
injured taken to the near-
by Kindi hospital. “The
Americans were handing
out sweets at the time of
the attack.” Abu Musab
al-Zarqawi, the leader of
the Al-Qaida in Iraq. has
made clear in Internet
statements — though their
authenticity cannot be ver-
ificd — that he sees Shi’ite
as apostates who deserve
to be Killed just as much as

1

captured

BAGHDAD, July 13. — A key
aide to Abu Musab al-
Zarqawi, the leading Al-Qaida
operative in Irag, has been
captured by US forces in Iraq
in what the top American
general described as a “pretty
good success.” But Joint
Chiefs of Staff Chairman
Gen. Richard Myers
acknowledged yesterday that
coalition troops faced “a very
dangerous insurgency” that is
far from being on its death
bed. “Just yesterday on the
battlefield, we picked up
Zargawi's main leader in
Baghdad. They call him the
Emir of Baghdad, Abu Abd
al-Aziz, and that's going to
hurt that operation of
Zargawi's pretty significantly”
Gen. Myers said— AP

American soldiers. The

attacks on Shi’ite civilians

and the tit-for-tat killings
of Sunni Iragis has
brought the country close
to sectarian warfare.

The US military is likely
to be blamed by Iraqis for
attracting children close to
their vehicles by giving
away sweets. Last Sep-
tember 35 Iraqi children
were killed by bombs which
exploded as US troops
WEIC gIiving out sweets at a
ceremony to celebrate the
opening of a sewage plant
in west Baghdad. —
Patrick Cockburn/ The
Independent
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The Prime Minister has called a
Downing Street summit next Tuesday at
which ministers, Opposition parties and
Muslim community leaders will discuss
how moderates can win the hearts and
minds of Muslims — particularly young
people.

Mr Blair told the House of Commons
that the aim was to combat the “pervert-
¢d and poisonous misinterpretation” of
Islam behind last week’s attacks and to
“pull up this evil ideology by its roots”.
He said: “In the end, this can only be.

accused of whipping up anti-western feel-
ing. Existing rules may be tightened to
make it easier to exclude and deport from

" Britain people who incite hatred — with-

out fresh legislation if that proves possible.

The government may bring forward
from next year to this autumn a Bill to
create new offences of “glorifying or con-
doning” terrorism, also aimed at radical
preachers, and committing acts prepara-
tory to terrorism. The timing will depend
on whether the police and security ser-
vices say the changes are needed urgent-
ly. — The Independent

be recovered from the scene.

The youngest of the group, the 19-year-o!
to have planned to head north, but the N
was closed so he headed up onto the strect
Cross and caught a No. 30 double-decke
nearly an hour later, at 9.47 a.m. that he fin:
bomb in Tavistock Square. ripping the roof

killing at least 13 people.

The police first became aware of any of t
when the parents of the teenager contacted
Yard emergency helpline at about 10 p.
night to report that their son had been
London with three friends and had not b

since. — The Independent
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Terror links
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Of course there is an Irag-terror link —+~and it

long predates 9/11./ K

Salim Lone V@

HE GLENEAGLES summit’s grand

stage might well have shown up Ge-
orge W. Bush’s hypocrisy in proclaiming
an “ideology of compassion” over Afri-
can poverty and global warming. In-
stead, the London bombings allowed the
U.S. President and Tony Blair to strut as
anti-terror champions again, when in
fact their policies continue to produce
thousands of new terrorists.

One hardly expected British and U.S.
officials to admit the Irag-terror link.
Mr. Blair and U.S. Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice denied this linkage by
recalling that the 1998 U.S. embassy
bombings in east Africa and the 9/11
attacks took place before the 2003 Iraq
war. But not one interviewer or reporter
pointed out that both those attacks were
preceded by another war against Iraq,
following its 1990 invasion of Kuwait.
Indeed it was that war and the accompa-
nying United Nations sanctions, plus the
stationing of U.S. troops in Saudi Arabia,
that ushered in our age of global terror
with the attempt to blow up the World
Trade Center in 1993.

Mr. Bush and Mr. Blair were also back
in full throttle over the terrorists’ bar-
barity in contrast to the West’s superior
culture and values. Terrorists were mo-
tivated by hatred for the Western way of
life, they insisted.

You would think the pair of them had
never hurt a soul. There appeared to be
no memory of the half a million Iragi
children killed by sanctions ruthlessly
maintained by the U.S. and the UK. In-
deed, this slaughter was defended as
necessary to advance U.S. interests by
the former U.S. Secretary of State, Ma-
deleine Albright. It was “worth it,” she
told CBS in 1996.

While repeatedly reporting com-
ments asserting the other side’s inhu-
manity in recent days, Western TV
networks have not even hinted at the
images they possess of more recent of
crimes against humanity committed in
Fallujah, Najaf, Qaim, the mountain vil-
lages of Afghanistan, Jenin. Yes, the ter-
rorists are barbaric — but who is more
so?

Mr. Bush, Mr. Blair and all the coun-
tries threatened with terror neverthe-
less have the world’s support in taking
all lawful steps necessary to protect
their citizens. Muslims in particular
want to see an end to terrorist carnage:
after all, the principal victims of terror
and the U.S.-British aggressions dis-
guised as a response to it are Muslim
countries. For every Westerner killed by
Muslim terrorists since the end of the
Cold War, at least a hundred Muslims
have died in wars and occupations per-
petrated by the West.

Action against terrorism is impera-

tive, but wﬂg \mly succeed if accompa-
nied by steps to address intense Muslim
grievances, including curbing wars of ag-
gression and occupation, which are
among the central causes of the expo-
nential growth in terror. But no one
dares to put these items on the interna-
tional agenda because of U.S. power —
and the support given to the U.S. by
Britain. Without that British support,
the U.S. would be comprehensively iso-
lated and forced to reconsider its
policies.

The greatest blow Mr. Bush and Mr.
Blair could strike against terror would
be to terminate the occupation of Iraq
within a fixed time. This would pro-
foundly affect the outcome of the com-
ing elections, and forge peace through
power-sharing with Iraqi insurgents.
But there is little pressure for Mr. Bush
to do so since two senior Democratic
senators, John Kerry and Joseph Biden,
urged him to send more U.S. troops a
fortnight ago. These Democratic leaders
seem to have bought into the strategic
goals for which the Bush administration
launched the war: control of oil in an
oil-thirsty world, with its economic rival
China the thirstiest of all; the establish-
ment of military bases in support of the
American project to redraw the political
landscape of the region; and weakening
Iraq so it could never again pose a threat
to Israel.

Outlawed practices

Since 9/11 there has been a profound
transformation of the U.S. from the
world’s most powerful advocate of hu-
man rights, democratisation and the
rule of law, to a country that is pursuing
outlawed practices — such as the indis-
criminate use of force in densely pop-
ulated areas — as well as using torture
and working closely with brutal regimes,
mostly Muslim, known to practise it.

Most Americans, whose media pro-
vide them with extremely limited in-
formation about the brutality of U.S.
actions in the Muslim world, continue to
believe that theirs is good country trying
to fix the world and rid it of U.S.-hating
terrorists. It is hardly surprising that
there is little public pressure to termi-
nate the Iragi occupation. And the major
Western states are incapable of exerting
serious pressure on the U.S., even when
it is destabilising their world.

Is it possible that the British public
and legislators will put pressure on Mr.
Blair to break with Mr. Bush on Iraqas a
result of the current atrocity, as Spain
did? Or will they rally around Mr. Blair?
The British media will help determine
the answer. — ©Guardian Newspa-
pers Limited 2005

(Salim Lone is a former spokesman
for the U.N. mission in Iraq.)
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< Suicide bomber strikes |

' Baghdad, 25 killed .+

July 10. — A man with explosives
strapped to his chest killed 25 and
wounded 47 people at a Baghdad army
recruitment centre in a fresh crescendo of
violence in Iraq where at least 50 people
died in attacks today.

The suicide bomber in Baghdad joined
a crowd of several hundred young men
milling around in front of the army
recruitment centre at Al-Muthana
municipal airport where they hand in
applications for jobs. It has been attacked
seven times before.

Just before 9 a.m. the bomber detonat-
ed his explosives with devastating results.
Many of the dead and injured were poot
Shi’ite men, desperate for jobs, wearing
long white robes most common in south-
ern Iraq. Often in the past guards at Al-
Muthana have tried to get job applicants
to disperse ar at least not form a target
but the recruits simply move across the
road where they are still vulnerable.

There were at least five suicide bomb
attacks in other parts of Iraq. Two
bombers on Syrian border killed seven
customs officials. A man driving a vehicle
packed with explosives rammed it into a
convoy carrying Brigadier Saleh Mishaal,
the police chief of the northern city of
Mosul. Brig Mishaal was unharmed but
four policemen died.

Another bomber killed three civilians
when he attacked a US patrol near
Fallujah. It was not known if there were
any US military casualties. In Kirkuk,
another suicide bomber killed four civil-
ians and wounded 10 near a local author-
ity building.

11 R 1

o M?A

An Iragi boy stares at the blood-stained floor of
the emergency room of a hospital
in Kirkuk on Sunday. — AFP

The explosions show that whoever con-
trols the suicide bombing campaign has the
volunteers and the infrastructure to attack
anywhere in or near Sunni Arab districts of
Iraq. Bombers are given a primary target
and, if they cannot reach it, other targets
which might be easier to attack according
to an Iraqi official. He said: “Whatever
happens they are told not to come back
alive.” — The Independent
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ondon blas ts W work
of ‘UK-born terrorists’

20,000 Evac\g ated

Lall/TNN G\ /‘

London: The bombs
that hit the British capi-
tal on Bloody Thursday
were “almost certainly”
the work of British-born
terrorists, the country’s
most senior policeman
has said.

John Stevens, who for-
merly headed London’s
30,000-strong Metropoli-
tan Police, said an esti-
mated 3,000 British-born
or UK-based individuals
have been through in-
tensive terror training
at al-Qaida camps.

Meanwhile, a govern-
ment dossier on counter-
terrorism, commis-
sioned by Prime Minis-
ter Tony Blair after last
year’s Madrid bombings, was chillingly revealed to
have found that British-based terrorists are made up
of different ethnic groups, ranging “from foreign na-
tionals now naturalised and resident in the UK, ar-
riving mainly from north Africa and the Middle
East, to second and third generation British citizens
whose forebears mainly originate from Pakistan or

The dossier, revealed by a Sunday newspaper,
draws on information from MI5. It concludes: “Intel-
ligence indicates that the number of British Mus-
lims actively engaged in terrorist activity, whether

4

London: In a mortd

art. a novel, ‘Incendiary’. about suiciie

bombers holding London to seige, wias

helves acros

pulled from buo

at home or abroad or supporting such activity, is ex-
tremely small and estimated at less than per cent”
But commentators said that still totalled roughly
16,000 potential terrorists and bin Laden supporters
out of a British Muslim population of nearly 1.6 mil-
lion. Stevens, who has previously been criticised for
saying while he was Met Commissioner that an at-
tack on London was not a case of ‘if’ but ‘when’,
made his comments amid fears of a second attack
on Britain.

On Saturday night, more than 20,000 people were
evacuated from the centre of Birmingham, Britain’s
third city, after police received what was described
as “intelligence of a terrorist threat”. West Mid-
lands police said early on Sunday morning that they
had carried out controlled explosion on a bus. But

Tervor’ book shelved

ase of life imitating

in Birmingnham After Terror Threat

Hotel guests try to keep warm after being evacuated due to a security alert in
Birmingham city centre on Saturday night. The police evacuated thousands of
people in the biggest security alert since four bombs exploded in London

police added that the item destroyed may not have
posed a threat after all.

Birmingham’s nightmarish weekend is thought to
underline the extent to which British police fear a
second attack is imminent. The British authorities
are understood to be worried about the difficulty of
penetrating closed groups of radical Britons, who
behave like ordinary citizens but are charged up
with the desire to bring the jihad home to the UK.

Stevens said late on Saturday that the authorities
believed that either British individuals who had
been through al-Qaida training camps, or others
they had trained were most likely to have
been the attackers. And in a despairing nod
to the overwhelming view here that
Britain’s soft immigrant underbelly shel-
ters and succours jihadis, he said it was
“dangerous wishful thinking, a damaging
illusion” to hold foreign nationals respon-
sible for Bloody Thursday.

Stevens’ remarks came as The Sunday
Times, London, revealed the dammning
dossier ordered by Blair. The dossier, which
established that al-Qaida was secretly re-
cruiting affiuent, middle-class Muslims in
British universities and colleges to carry
out terrorist attacks in the UK, said conservative
Muslim second and third-generation immigrants
were not the only potential terrorists.

“In addition . . . a significant number come from
liberal, non-religious Muslim backgrounds or (are)
only converted to Islam in adulthood. These con-
verts include white British nationals and those of
West Indian extraction,” the dossier said.

The paper said that the leaked government report
declared tht a network of “extremist recruiters” was
circulating on British campuses. The network tar-
geted people with “technical and professional quali-
fications”, particularly engineering and IT degrees.

With the toll rising to 80, according to some re-
ports, at least another 15 injured people remain in a
critical condition.
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Al Qaeda strikes since 1998

u.s., Sep 11, 2001:
Suicide planeattacks on New
York’s World Trade Centre and
pentagon in Washington

kill aimost 3,000 people

UK, 1d 7, 2005:
Four explosions hit
London Underground

rail and bus system killing
at least 33 people and
injuring around 350

Turkey, Nov 2003: ) e = = "
Two car bombs - W S ; : ;
outside Istanbul syn- ; e ) e }
agogues Kill 29.
Explosions hit 4 : .
London-based HSBC L f : n .
bank and British con- 4 '
sulate in Istanbul,
killing 32 and injuring
over 400

Kenya, Tanzania, Aug 1998:
U.S. embassies ;
in Nairobi and Dar es
o salaam bombed, killing #
R more than 250 people,
explosions in Tiba synagogue including 12 Americans,
packed trainsat - on Djerba island kills 20 and injuring 5,000 2
three Madrid
stations

Morocco, May 2003:
Suicide bombers kill
45 people in Casablanca

Atghanistan:

Al-Qaeda continues

to operate despite overthrow of
Taliban. Osama bin Laden
believed in hiding in border region

trag:

Numerous attacks attributed

to Abu Musab al-Zargawi,
al-Qaeda leader inlrag

“-pakistan, May 2002:-
Suicide car bombe kills
14 outsitle Karachi's ‘
heraton Hotel

SaudiArabia, Jun 1996
Bomb at U.S. military base
near Dhahran kills 19 soldiers.
May 2003
Suicide bombers attack expa-
triate housing compounds in
Riyadh - 35 people, including
nine Americans, killed.
Nov 2003,
Bomb attack on housing com-
plex in Riyadh kills 17, injures
more than 100 H
10 people ang wounds 150 at
Yemen, Dct 2000:  Marriott Hotel in
Suicide bombing of USS Cole KIus ~ Jaharia
17 U.S. sailors.

Oct 2002: < ‘
Suicide bomb attack on French oil D O CRA
_tanker leaves ship badly damaged )
' I l‘ [ » I , ( j l The striking similarities between the rush-hour
bombings of commuter transit systems in London

" The London bombings are a success story in the Jehadi lexicon

London suly 7, 2005
VIKRAM Sood fury. Since Sep 11 2001, there of the war in Iragq, it is possi- As London, Madrid and the innumer-

X
have been attacks in 2002 at Perhaps no ble that the US leadership able bomb blasts in India as well as the
HE LATEST blasts an Islamabad church will find the political cost of daily tally in Baghdad has shown, the

paralysing London, remark- (March), Karachi (May), US th continuation of this war be- modern weapon of the terrorist is a
ably similar to the ones in Consulate, Karachi (June), ) er coming increasingly unbear- truck, a car or a human being laden with
Madrid last year, are anoth-  the notorious Bali bombing able. The world cannot afford bombs. Precision bombs will eliminate
er reminder to the world (October); Casablanca, Istan- countl'y to see US lose yet cannot also  leading terrorists but not terrorism.
that the war against inter- bul, Riyadh were some of the afford to see US fight this war  Daisy cutters and cluster bombs will only
national terror is far from targets in 2003 and Madrid, has faced in the manner it is doing. Un-  add to what is described with consider-
: over, that the terroristshave ~ Tashkent, Djakarta and Sinai fortunately, at present there able insensitivity —collateral damage — . .
the reach, access, ability and the will. in Egypt followed in 2004. . is little likelihood that the US.  killing of innocent civilians. For the 1 sm1a0m M adn d March 11, 2004
This was probably not the first attempt Throughout this period, ter- unendlng will change its policies of es- world has yet to find a way of Kkilling a Blast on Circle Line . - M
that was made in London and there have rorist attacks in India contin- . tablishing a New American man or a woman who is willing to die, be- train traveling from % i A e
been several terror warnings, butsuccess ued but that attracted very and Varled Century and the war in Iraq  cause that does not kill the mindset. The Aldgate station to i
came because the attacks were obviously little international attention. will not only continue but world is not fighting an American war Liverpool Street
better rehearsed and meticulously * may even extend in some against terror aimed at American targets .
planned. Just as the September 11 attacks This terrorism is not sim- terronsm form to Iran. only. Global reach should really mean 2 555 o
and the Madrid attacks, the explosions  ply about opposing democra- . global reach, and not just anti-US. E).(ploslon on .
were at morning peak hours and intended ~ cy or freedoms or-a way of as we in The problem is, there will . Piccadilly Line train
to inflict maximum damage and to attract  life. It is about US policies in surely come a time, (there Perhaps no other country has faced tr'avezlmg between
maximum attention with the G-8 Summit the region. It is, as writers I d" are increasing references in  unending and varied terrorism as we in King’s Cross and
in Gleneagles. like John Gray (Al Qaeda and ndia USA to Vietnam) when the India have over the last 57 years. Indians Russell Square
: What It Means To Be MOQ- e s onmumonmenencs US chooses to withdraw into  have weathered the storms but not over- BT mam
It may be early days but it appears that ern) have said, as much ] fortress America and glower come them yet. The experience of the In- Blast on Circle Line
the terrorists used timer devices and not aboutan Islamicrage arising angrily at those outside leav-  dian counter-terrorist is possibly the train leaving 1 v am. . .
suicide bombers. The loss in human lives ~ from the rapid globalisation ing them to fend for them- widest in the world. Yet this will not pre- Edgware Road i Four bombs explode in train stopped
and injuries would be immense; the Joss ~and modernisation and of selves. The price the rest of vent more attacks. The fear today is that station for i at Atocha station; almost simultane-
to property and business would run into ~ years of exploitation by ex- the world, especially those since the terrorist infrastructures exist Paddington i ously, three bombs explode in sec-
millions of pounds over time; and the ternal powers helped their seen as partners of the US, in the neighbourhood and cells exist in ; i ond train outside the station
damage to race relations difficult tomeas-  own rulers perceived to be will have to pay will be enor- India, the kind of terrorist action in Ay- 4 547 2, 2 vo4i as
ure. A success story in the jehadi lexicon. lackeys of foreign powers. mous. US withdrawal now odhya can be repeated. So far we have Blast tears roof off  § = °° b3 ‘i“’ff“ lode i .
Ayman al-Zawahiri’'s warn- from Iraq would be seen by been lucky - each time the security double-decker bus ! ;WO c(l) n|1 s explode in train at El
" On the morning of July 7, there wasap-  ing last November, that the terrorists as the first sig-  forces were equal to the task; but as they near Tavistock : Pozo del Tio Raimundo station
parently an unhurried but professional ~America must be forced to nificant victory in their cam- say in this game, the State has to be lucky Square; nearby cars | 3183 som,
energy in action on the streets in London submit to what is right paign of driving US out of all the time, the terrorist has to be lucky also damaged i Bomb explodes in train at Santa
and as in New York in 2001, the TV didnot  through violence, applies to the Islamic world especially only once. It takes little imagination to Note: All times are local ¢ Fugenia station
show any scenes of panic, dead bodies or = US and its friends. on the Palestine issue. work out what could have happened in Source: BBC KRT
any gruesome scene; there were no wail- ’ The next steps would be to  India had these six men got through the

ing crowds to be seen on the box - the sort USA’s selective response of TR ey the Saudi soil by get-  various security cordons in Ayodhya.
of thing that is oxygen to terrorists. tilting at windmills and sheltering other ting rid of the present regime and similar And how many places of worship and for
Everything was about self-censorship and friends is not the best response to terror action in other parts of the Islamic world how long will the State have to protect
there were no allegations of intelligence thatis bound to grow. The frightening as- to get rid of the pro-American ruling them.

failure and no political blame game. Here  pect of this rather pointless and very bru- elite. And having convinced themselves

in India it is invariably the other way tal war in Iraq (Islam’s second holiest thatitwas jehad that won them victory in The range and timing of the attacks
round. Some of us even described the Ay- place) and, earlier in Afghanistan, is that Afghanistan against the Soviets, thepres- over the last few years indicates that ter-
odhya terrorists as militants, which is it hascreated hatred and terforists where —ent jehadis will claim victory against the rorists went global quite some time ago.
giving respectability in a way to them, there were none. The entire exercise is other, remaining Super power. The funding is global, the weapons’ ac-
just as the word fidayeen gives to suicide seen increasingly as more an opportunity This would be the New World Order; quisition isglobal, the foot soldiers are re-

Terror isn’t new...

bombers for projection of power and not as war on Colour Green. Now that India has signed  deployable at will and the targets are glob-

terror. a Defence Pact with the US, it is going to al. Unless the counter-terrorist goes glob-

Islamic terror continues to unfold itself . be in much sharper focus on the jehadi al we will never, ever, succeed. And a ter-

in sporadic bursts in different places from As US casualties mount, costs increase  radar for India increasingly falls in the rorist is a terrorist is a terrorist; not my

New York to Bali to Akshardham to Ayod- (nearing the cost of the Cold War) and category of ‘my enemy’s friend is my en-  terrorist and your terrorist or my terror-
hya and has not unfolded itself in its full there is more strident domestic criticism  emy’. ist first and then yours.




) E[AUNC
ie] FRMI

Y AT 7T

Q ATEA WF IR AT
W ¢ TR CISTE AEFRWCS
R (Refld a9 SIS WE
TR U TR A T B
wFAEeE  (TCAYPITST
w0 @ (B frs wgE o)
TemizeT AN % ETS R G
@R T T TR @,
SHENCTR T, (SRR T AT
Firg ids g% fag St FEwl
TEANTE (A TS (TR,
ﬁ‘iﬂem@mqﬁﬁra@—\
2 72 T (N sy At
Fiewad (SRATET 267 SERATSA
Lis Arpicanedl

o\ s, (e
WPANGS €TA TR (MY (T
e Frera Frafee, e, 2R
¢ FkAE el T A
qrAT SFel (TR TR A

FECAA WHHE HTE MUNF (Fe
75 *gaz W@ faem T @
@Wmm@ﬁ
Rsitwd wheml AR (@ g
faq wiTst eqfAGE ST 9%
FwE HOG @ GES TE
teTis Ta, o ¥@ o agfs
@et zre) e 7= e, e
S| SIS (T4 51 FIETR
A e WA T TR
(Em WA FA T A T4
wrwe, ool ¢ FpdiEe T
T-CATS ol WA A, T {Fg
o e FALR| @5 TS e
mmlm%awew@ﬂm
T [EIRWTa FTeiE b ...

FEET TR oA 9 T
SETer FE WRe &S
273 B4

'9 JuL 2003

W,VWW
»/ 558 “rag aferan
ficafee) ©iz farwacm o4
i T (STAE & Al
SiETS TERieTAl @ IR
AR TR ETF
ZaTA QPRITY FR AT S
s et ol ey it
snena o ad HHE e
R TRAHSIEA i

w1 @7 - Femrafd YR
TG SHANTAE TG G
7T SR AR TS T
wpEE TEAGTE | SELY S
forrn ve= Fvafee GRSt

o wE: Twcaas @M %
G e faseT
FISHTTR wFSL | @FGHTS
qell Boira (wedl| AlPLTATS

[ D)
5k
13 iR e farsT e ?mmmmogm

;ﬁwmmw«mmﬂai‘
 cot S SR R

w75 oF 7@ el @
;A (SITwa FANTE ged |z’

w5t fon: offemel-emimaa

| B b Greral| adfER
| wreER SOIINITS @
%wﬂmm,mﬁﬁm

;ﬂmam—“{ﬂﬁﬂ

| fzenal v TR O AW I
| A AT Y3 A
| ehol sEerRe Are IF TS
ity e Tl RO
| 2Zow Fhrme)

ﬁmmwmm

G wArER 49 stmaet
| ety B qrETes, “yleE

OB 27O AR, Ot F3

| w fo-v (aoTeR ok WY
| wraferem B @mm g @
giﬂwm@m'ﬁmn
L @ (rrd @ TR W R
g:{ﬁ%ﬁma@mﬂim
{ et P (4R S W@y

et 7 e, Ok TR

Rl offem o= 2w

| e i AR 3 TS
%mﬁﬂ\gﬁ-ﬁcﬂami
| TG (AT | R @ o

e o

iﬁmmmﬁ@sﬁ%m
| amef® Rrprae Zouies whwd
| TSR GEEWHA GHAT | @2
{ St TETS PAfEIE AT

.@ﬁmi@m

|

1]
am A, I

AT T Al T W
P @ WeE, ¢ F

| e S e Wit GRR

| ZAe-qrEa O | NeH A 382

| whpae) e s il
| st aferate rate, 6w
¢ gfer, sifeaiT @ ArETATES

| W ars 7 e ) @
 wfer of AW T ANAGTI|

| e fof 2fege =1 T T
| I AANTTER T, aTH WY
| aiza ¢ eumerte @7 At

| SOTIBITAR @R (BT ST
 enTEeTE | ACACR, FACHCA

| afiets 7w genl (G

: @Bt el for) ST @ ATF
| Sex TrATE FAG DA B
| AT CPITHITRR O O
 agiffire ) Rewfra o

@R FAPNAL GBI

| zraR) RepReR o RefEs
| TR WiER A eI
| w FW A RIS TR A
| T A 7o) OIRig!, @ AT
{ wfoapm AKerg R

: s otz T Meffere Wi
| T ROGTRRRRS AT (AT
mﬂﬁiﬁmﬁm& @)

rEtTes Fvasita e

;e 3 (R Tarbea AR

3&9@:«%\%&@&32‘%&(
| qE (T U IR AR
! i e e e,
| ARE TR — wwAe (I
{ TR =W Y

—

3> fereg, sons
NIRRT GRS

| wes FETSR AE|

28 form™a 555

pzace
v «fefd, 2005
P TR SFICIR

THAS |

@ 6 2003

- mmma—«mm
T ferei® 08 70

1 < =i FRwE CarEe,

Bfa QAR AN
FIAG (AP =SR2 FC

w5, frfaics g e Frml

(& (IETHNATE TOTHd
g b6 TR

Y ICFEE, 1009
AU T (6P
SeIE carEel
eNCaTEET | S-S
IR e I
2P|
YT @ FAGIEE)

AN*DABAZAR PATRIKA




RIS SEwe SigwiEa Ao W\'s
5 AT 22| wEs e | © fafow
GG | 3052 A A o TN 2299
Y ¢ TLARE @ AN T2 W92 G Tl
Topiced oA fapfere fafow euema 5 e
FoeICe &+ (oISl Tae ABreIsa M Sowew whm
e sremm | ewew Fie Kol Teorrsa W opa|
@ RECS &lT GFE FACH GF (P Foraia-aRiiE e
5% et @ (iwetl I fewine <o 221, ©IRits
B IR (PR AT TR 5105 Sl SN TS
AP FCVZ A TICS(R| O GG 3707 Pl (Fime
s el 9131 @Fine @15 T SRR e
CEINE TSR IS RigR 2iwel I3 | e wifew a1 7%
B RrwiaceE Prerae e 1) 700 23reR A, E
i feal eRim AepE A i Aiom S
SR T, AA0E TR SrEd i e Fw
fRaTeREER P9 waib Ffacs 5|
| oF e A A e S E e A5, T-AE,
PR @ To~ifa visioal IBigrery, iRits
FH AZ| G 92 AEPRMA (@ PAfer &%, SiRe T
‘WWWIW&?WWW@
fﬂrﬁifﬂz{“ﬁw@a GTgry 4ha ¢ o sifeE agelH
. AR [eta @ wifen siEgcery, oinl J6e
T gfaces) oAk o efsfewr sarr sl
Saeq 22 Al swafEEiEg afe % z3te
PRI Aifzn i TR S FEe @fn
SRFAMNEEIE @A € oG2Sy S 22ANR| St
Siferam S 23 e f[fen sicé B e
itz (@ NfFEE S TEEE wfeanes oy
NS fr@)1 T A geEs sfige sface
oy -t vt Rera i Roaces o
| T3ANE, IIE O ©fFS I e TN @ma o
FEPRM S et | FEmRead sfeaiea 7o af
R oI5 agefm wd-awiafes wfaerer ez
gfeqw fufmm T, s@ 93 meifewme e
wReiE! #IfSrs #ia) Sraw, FeR s a9y T
- warer afsam Juq1 @vtiz @ e
1o s @ fafersts Sram waicaa fFom Mfeq
eifferan e @ wifaw 223 Bfite #i, o &l e 2]
PR FYEA e SR AfE o % ¥q
s wdl diws fore A1) 2o =Peom Rest e
SHie GRIBLS SIZIE MCES|
QN e e RO @9g WS BOCAITeE
SRR wieam afn ok 230 e ans, sw@
TIel @ it @ wifeyi ey wifeaw 237 B,
227 & “ifew efa it B frcs Tiem
TR fAled 71 @ 19w T (@ @9 IfAITerTE
Tl WEI T, IR N FAF GorEe 9 Aeml wid
ﬁmwumwm-mwwéﬁwﬁww
fowrs ey qwifre 2o *Fie Y8 | AB@al Aare
I AN @ ARFO 7I0F N FEAES @ 9F
SRCHL-TAE WEFE oW @ AsifFema onfes
MR wftsae Tghe T @ AT (G
(O TR 713 WIE siefeq (@ o SNesia et Trig @
AR 7z, ol AR | o srege 5 e st
Age NAlETa 2H1EE a1 23 a1 (917 Tl
FEPA QN T G0 A e 1 i e =,
T4 ARSTR S[1Y SloreE ¢ T& giae Afke afEm

T TR AR sidetadiE g et
SRR %@mﬁﬂi?{cﬁﬁ%ﬂw/ﬁﬁl

ﬁ‘%WGWWQWﬂgl\\ &\ {
&

o ANADABAZAR PA

klies ﬁ‘%‘fﬂ?{\/@f%

PRIKA



"‘T

o

=

—
—

— L

" EGYPT ENVOY  Police looking for killers of Thab el;éh'erif

Iraq urges defiance in face

of Eqypt envo

ALASTAIR MACDONALD
BAGHDAD, JULY 8

RAQ urged fellow

Arab and Muslim

states on Friday to send

ambassadors to Bagh-
dad in defiance of attacks by
Al Qaeda insurgents, who
killed Egypt’s kidnapped en-
voy and have threatened other
diplomats.

“The criminals wanted by
this act to terrorise Arab and
Islamic countries and deter
them from upgrading their
diplomatic missions in Irag,”
Iraq’s Foreign Ministry said.

“Arab and Islamic countries
are asked to prove their seri-
ousness in combating terror-

ism and send their ambas-

sadors to Baghdad so they
send the right message to the
terrorists.”

Iraq’s President promised
top security for diplomats and
Interior Minister Bayan Ja-
bor, who has chided envoys
for travelling without protec-
tion, said Iraqi armed escorts
were always available.

Police were hunting the
killers of Egyptian envoy Ihab
el-Sherif, a day aftgr Cairo con-
firmed his death at the hands
of Al Qaeda kidnappers. He
had been snatched off a Bagh-
dadstreet on Saturday.

“Our investigations are con-
tinuing,” a senior Interior
Ministry official said. The Is-
lamist militants posted a video
showing Sherif speaking but
not hiskilling.

The Iraqi government has
decribed the abduction and
killing of Sherif, as well as at
least two other attacks on se-
nior diplomats in the capital
this week, as part of attempts
by insurgents to isolate the
new, US-backed government.

A US Military chopper flies over the Egyptian embassy in
Baghdad on Friday. Reuters

Pakistan’s ambassador left
the country after his motor-
cade was shot up on Tuesday.
The same day, the envoy from
the Gulf Arab state of Bahrain
was shot in the hand as he
drove towork.

Iraq had said last week that
Egypt was planning to be-
come the first Arab state to
have a full-ranking ambas-
sador in Baghdad since the

fall of Saddam Hussein in
2003—something Cairo
never confirmed. Opposition
figures in Egypt said plans to
upgrade Sherif’s job had led
to his death.

Iraqi President Jalal Tala-

- bani dismissed suggestions tha

tthe attacks on the diplomats
in Baghdad would further dis-
courage the dispatch of emis-
saries from Arab capitals:

y killing

“It will have no effect,” he
said late on Thursday during a
visit to the Shi’ite religious es-
tablishment in Najaf.

“Two countries, Syria and
Jordan, have asked to reopen
their embassies in Iraq. For
our part, we will take strict se-
curity precautions to protect
embassies and diplomatic res-
idences.”

Iraq’s Defence Minister
signed a military cooperation
agreement with Tehran on
Thursday, a move that is un-
likely to have helped dispel
widespread Arab disquiet
about the government’s sec-
tarian ties to Shi’ite, non-Arab
Iran.

Washington, at daggers
drawn with Tehran, has not
commented.

- Iraq’s Al Qaeda group, led
by Jordanian Abu Musab al-
Zargawi, announced Sherif’s
death in aweb statement: “We
Al Qaeda in Iraq announce
that the judgment of God has
been implemented against the
ambassador of the infidels ...
Oh enemy of God, Ihab el-
Sherif, this is your punishment
in thislife.”

The Egyptian Presidency
said Sherif “lost his life at the
hands of terrorism which
trades in Islam”.

An Egyptian diplomatic
source said Egypt had confir-
mation of the killing “through
multiple contacts” but had not
received decisive evidence
and did not know where
Sherif’s body might be.

Iraq’s interior minister
made veiled accusations that
Sherif had been in contact
with Iraqi insurgents, which
had cost him his life. Sherif’s
ministry said his job was to
meet people from all sections
ofIraqgisociety.  —Reuters.
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/fondon s lesson

(7 V us, Bntam ust re-assess strategy

ile the blasts in London claimed fewer lives than the
attacks on the World Trade Tower, they are as
audacious if not more so. The New York attacks came
when the world was largely unprepared and to that extent
naive. Now, four years later, post 9/11, Bali and Madrid,
the world and Europe live generally in a heightened state
of security. The blasts' occurred at a time the United
Kingdom was hosting a G-8 meeting, and by any
reasonable calculation security would have been stepped
up. Yet terrorists were able to strike, and target the
London tube and double-decker bus, both icons of the
British capital. Underscoring just how vulnerable urban
concentrations are to determined fanatlcs is the first

consequence of the blast.

Two of the areas targeted, Edgware) m/Land Aldgate,
have large concentrations of Muslims. Lebanese and
Middle-easterners dominate Edgware Road, while
Londoners of Bangladeshi and Pakistani descent can be
found in large numbers in the area from Aldgate to
Whitechapel. King’s Cross and Euston, the other targets,
are major transport hubs and see a mish-mash of cultures
especially at rush hour. Thus, in each of these places, it
would have relatively easy for Islamic terrorists to blend
with the crowds. This is likely to be the second conse-
quence of the blasts, to further damage the already fragile
multi-cultural fabric of the city. London is a city that
thrives on its cultural diversity; to have to view its citizens
with suspicion will scar her soul worse than even Hitler’s
blitzkrieg might have. A divided world 1s a notion; a
divided city is a numbing reality. ]k

While the British political esta hment appeared to
close ranks in the wake of Thursday’s blasts, commentators
in mainline London dailies have already laid the blame on
Prime Minister Tony Blair and his American-inspired
policy on Iraq. Indeed, one respected commentator has
gone so far as to draw a parallel between the “collateral
damage” of civilian deaths in Iraq as a consequence of
Anglo-American aggression and the “barbaric terrorism”
unleashed in London.

The voice of public opinion, never as unabashedly
jingoistic in Britain as it was in parts of America, is likely
to get more critical in coming days and may well force Blair
to re-evaluate the political expediency of supporting
President George Bush in Iraq. The Spaniards backed off
from an unjust engagement, and Britain may well have to
do the same. Blair is a politician, and while he will need to
make the right noises to suggest that the British lion is as
fierce as before, he will also have to consider that his
majority in Parliament has been hugely reduced and that
his ‘support within the Labour party is no longer
unconditional. The rules of engagement have been re-
written; the United States and Britain will have to re-assess
their positions. /
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“Timer blasts; not suicide groups

r—

DON Van Natta Jr

London, July 8

\{\'\
and ELAINE Sciolino : \Q/

INVESTIGATORS SAID the
three bombs used in the London
tube were apparently detonated
by timers, not suicide bombers,
and that a fourth device may
have been intended for a target
other thanthe double-decker bus
that it destroyed.

American intelligence offi-
cials said they had begun a de-
tailed review of data gathered in
recent weeks to search for possi-
ble clues. “Everybody’s going
back and looking over their re-
porting to see if we overlooked
anything or failed to share it,” a
senior intelligence official said.

Counter-terrorism officers in
London said they were still try-
ing to determine the type of ex-
plosives that were used. One offi-
cer speculated that the No 30 bus
was demolished accidentally by
a suicide bomber. But another
theory gaining momentum was
that the bomb exploded prema-
turely as a bomber was carrying
it to an intended target, several
American and British counter-
terrorism officers said.

They said the three subway
bombs appeared to have been
detonated by timers, not cell-
phones or other remote triggers.
The bombs on the trains were be-
lieved to be package bombs and
may have been left by the attack-
ers who fled before they went off.

Officers refused to confirm or
deny reports that two unexplod-
ed package bombs were recov-
ered from trains. A senior Amer-
ican intelligence official said the
British had conducted “at least
one controlled explosion” of a
suspicious package found after
the attacks, but he said he could
not confirm that the package
was another bomb.

Officers have said they wor-
ried that the prime target was the
142-year-old Underground, the

~world’s busiest subway system,
which ferries three million peo-
ple each day “The explosions
were designed to elicit panic
among the people,” said Gen
Hamidou Laanigri, Morocco’s
chief of security. “That is always
the logic of terrorism: to get the
maximum attention and impact.”
Senior police officers immedi-

Forensic experts search for clues among the debris left by one of the explosions.

ately drew parallels between the
London bombings and the ones
that struck commuter frains in
Madrid 16 months ago, which
were carried out by a Qaida-in-
spired cell.

The bombings in Madrid and
London were separated by 16
months, and those in Madrid
were set off by cellphones. But
the attacks bear eerie similari-
ties and grim lessons for count-
er-terrorism officers.

““Madrid carried terror to the
heart of Europe, but we never be-

T

lieved we would be a lonely,
unique case,” said Jorge Dez-
callar, who was the head of
Spain’s foreign intelligence serv-
ice at the time of the Madrid at-
tacks. “We just had the bad luck of
being chosen as the first target.
London, like Madrid, proves how
vulnerable we are.”

Like Madrid, the attacks on
London were aimed not at sym-
bols of power like Big Ben or
Westminster Abbey but at the
mundane: ordinary workers
making their way to work at the

busiest time of the day In
Madrid, 191 people were killed
by the 10 bombs that ripped
through four commuter trains
during the morning rush hour.
The effect in both cities was to
paralyse the ordinary workings
of the city British authorities
announced that every inch of
every subway train in London
would be examined to insure
that no more explosives had been
planted, just as the Spanish au-
thorities examined every train. -
Another similarity is that pol-

JARETE T

itics may have played a role in
the timing. Thursday was the
first day of the Group of 8 talks,
led by Tony Blair at Gleneagles.
The bombings in Madrid came
three days ahead of a close na-
tional election.

Both Spain and Britain sent
troops to aid the American-led
war in Irag and the military at-
tack in Afghanistan, although it
is not known whether support for
American foreign policies played
arole in the London attack.

The New York Times

: Expert

Difficult to verify -
claim on website

AGENCE-France Presse
London, July 8

THE ORGANISATION of al-Qai-
da Jihad in Europe, the group
claiming responsibility for Lon-
don’s serial blasts, could be part
of a complex movement made up

of hard-to-infiltrate cells, ex-

perts said on Friday.

Nothing is known of the
group, and its claim is impossi-
ble to verify.

But observers said that in any
case, even though it used the
name al-Qaida, there was no
proof that the group in fact be-
longed in any way to the network
led by Osama bin Laden that is
blamed for the September 11,
2001 attacks in the US.

Bin Laden’s group was certain-
ly present in European countries,
they said — but stressed that it
had never been a hierarchical,
coherent structure against which
it would be easier to fight.

“The main line is that al-Qaida
is not really an organisation, but
an ideology. So it does not re-
quire OBL (Osama bin Laden) or
any of his lieutenants to be in-
volved in the activities of any au-
tonomous groups,” said Alex
Standish, the chief editor of
Jane’s Intelligence Review.

“There are AQ sympathisers
in practically every country on
Earth. We have to assume that
they are in mainland Europe, in
Germany, in France, in Turkey,
in Morocco,” he said.

“It would be naive to assume
that there are no sleeper cells.”

Such cells “are impossible to
penetrate for the intelligence
services” because they count no
more than 10 people, all of whom
know each other and often share
relatives. “Sometimes not even
their families know what they
are doing,” Standish said.

The group believed to have
carried out the Madrid train
bombings in March last year was
based on that model, which law
enforcement officers fear most.

Surveillance on the Big Ben.

While extremists who cross
borders to train in camps in
Afghanistan or Iraq leave traces,
even if travelling under false
names, those who plot attacks
from their apartments in target
countries such as Britain leave
fewer clues as to their where-
abouts and their intent.

“The traditional view was that
there were two al-Qaida cells op-
erating in the UK: one was pre-
dominantly from North Africa,
the other from the Middle East,”
said Standish. -

“Now the prospect with that
bombing is that, if it is a third
group which is completely un-
known to the intelligence servic-
es, that would be the real danger,
because it’s not possible to track
these individuals whose exis-
tence was unknown,” he said.

Another expert, Simon Sole, of
a London-based terrorism fore-
casting company, Exclusive
Analysis, wrote in Lloyd’s List
newsletter that there was “a high
likelihood that the perpetrators
of the bomb attacks were select-
ed, indoctrinated and trained in
their own UK communities.”
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China, Japan offer help to fight terror

P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE: China, Japan, Ma-
laysia and Australia led the
way in the wider East Asian
region by offering Britain vari-
ous forms of assistance to fight
global terrorism in the after-
math of Thursday’s deadly
blasts across the London
transport network.

Countries across East Asia,
including Singapore, host to
the ongoing meeting of the In-
ternational Olympic Commit-
tee (I0C) which was attended
by several world leaders, have
stepped up security alerts and
arrangements,

The London blasts, which
coincided with the inaugura-
tion of an international sum-
mit in Scotland, occurred the
day after the I0C awarded
London the right to host the

tims. Expressing shock over
the attacks, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman Liu Jian-
chao said on Thursday night
that the global fight against
terrorism “remains an arduous
task”.

Emphasising that “the in-
ternational community still
has a long way to go” in this
campaign, Mr. Liu said: “China
will continue to enhance coop-
eration with the international
community in this field”.

Reaffirming China’s opposi-
tion to terrorism in any form,
he said “anyone who launches
terrorist attacks and causes ca-
sualties of civilians should be
resolutely condemned, regard-
less of his or her purpose”.

Voicing “strong indignation
at these [London] terrorist at-
tacks”, Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Junichiro Koizumi said he

2019, Olympics Friday’s 10C _was “determined to offer [Bri-

session began on a note of re-
membrance for the blast vic-

o

tain] a - .
e T ide
over th.:]“;ssistance” to W
ny as
e crisis.

With Japan, a key ally of the
United States, strengthening
security arrangements at civil-
ian and military-related facil-
ities, including the transport
network, the Chief Cabinet
Secretary Hiroyuki Hosoda
told jdurnalists in Tokyo on
Friday| that “we cannot rule
out a possibility that there are
terrorists and  criminals
around us”.

Australian Prime Minister
John Howard expressed soli-
darity with “our British friends
and alljes”. V.S. Sambandan

reports from Colombo:

The Sri Lankan President,
Chandrika Kumaratunga, on
Friday expressed her “shock
and dismay” over Thursday’s
terror attacks in London and
expressed the conflict-ridden
island-nation’s solidarity with
the victims of the urban bomb-
ing in the British capital.

"1 a message to British pre-
mier, Tony Blair, Ms. Kumara-

tunga said: “People of Sri
Lanka have suffered immense-
ly as a result of terrorist at-
tacks and we know only too
well the devastation that can
be caused by terrorists as well
as the suffering and agony of
the victims and their families.”
Unreservedly  condemning
such acts, the Sri Lankan Pres-

ident said, “we share your view | -
that democratic values and the

way of life of the civilised
world cannot be undermined
by terrorism.”

The foreign office in Colom-
bo said there were no Sri Lank-
an victims reported yet in the
bomb attacks that shattered
normality in Central London
on Thursday. The Sri Lankan
mission in London has opened
hotlines in the British capital
to provide or seek information
on Sri Lankans. The numbers
are: 00442072621841 and
00442072620875
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Rethink needed on fighting terror, .-

A war on world poverty may well do more for the West’s security than a war on terror.

Robin Cook

HAVE rarely seen the House of Com-
mons so full and so silent as when it met
on Thursday to hear of the London bomb-
ings. A forum that often is raucous and row-
dy was solemn and grave. A chamber that
normally is a bear pit of partisan emotions
was united in shock and sorrow. Even Ian
Paisley made a humane plea to the press not
to repeat the offence that occurred in North-
ern Ireland when journalists demanded
comment from relatives before they were
informed that their loved ones were dead.

The immediate response to such human
tragedy must be empathy with the pain of
those injured and the grief of those be-
reaved. We recoil more deeply from loss of
life in such an atrocity because we know the
unexpected disappearance of partners, chil-
dren, and parents must be even harder to
bear than a natural death. It is sudden, and
therefore there is no farewell or preparation
for the blow. Across London there are rela-
tives whose pain may be more acute because
they never had the chance to offer or hear
last words of affection. It is arbitrary and
therefore an event that changes whole lives,
which turn on the accident of momentary
decisions.

But perhaps the loss is hardest to bear
because it is so difficult to answer the ques-
tion why it should have happened. This
weekend we will salute the heroism of the
generation that defended Britain in the last
war. In advance of the commemoration
there have been many stories told of the
courage of those who risked their lives and
sometimes lost their lives to defeat fascism.
They provide moving, humbling examples of
what the human spirit is capable, but at least
the relatives of the men and women who
died then knew what they were fighting for.
What purpose is there to Thursday’s sense-
less murders? Sometime over the next few
days we may be offered a website entry or a
video message attempting to justify the im-
possible, but there is no language that can
supply a rational basis for such arbitrary
slaughter. The explanation, when it is of-
fered, is likely to rely not on reason but on
the declaration of an obsessive fundamen-
talist identity that leaves no room for pity for
victims who do not share that identity.

On Thursday, the Prime Minister de-
scribed the bombings as an attack on our
values as a society. In the next few days we
should remember that among those values
are tolerance and mutual respect for those
from different cultural and ethnic back-
grounds. Only the day before, London was
celebrating its coup in winning the Olympic
Games, partly through demonstrating to the
world the success of our multicultural cre-
dentials. Nothing would pleaWﬁer those

oo ™

W
}(\q -

REMEMBERING THE VICTIMS: A mourner prays after laying flowers at Kings Cross station, London. —PHOTO: AFP

who planted Thursday’s bombs than for the
atrocity to breed suspicion and hostility to
minorities in our own community. Defeat-
ing the terrorists also means defeating their
poisonous belief that peoples of different
faiths and ethnic origins cannot coexist.

In the absence of anyone else owning up
to the crimes, we will be subjected to a spate
of articles analysing the threat of militant
Islam. Ironically, they will fall in the same
week that we recall the tenth anniversary of
the massacre at Srebrenica, when the pow-
erful nations of Europe failed to protect
8,000 Muslims from being annihilated in the
worst terrorist act in Europe of the past
generation.

Osama bin Laden is no more a true repre-
sentative of Islam than General Mladic, who
commanded the Serbian forces, could be
held up as an example of Christianity. After
all, it is written in the Quran that we were
made into different peoples not that we
might despise each other, but that we might
understand each other.

Osama bin Laden was, though, a product
of a monumental miscalculation by Western
security agencies. Throughout the 1980s he
was armed by the CIA and funded by the
Saudis to wage jihad against the Russian
occupation of Afghanistan. Al-Qaeda, litera-
lly “the database,” was originally the com-
puter file of the thousands of mujahideen
who were recruited and trained with help

2 e SNy

from the CIA to defeat the Russians. In-
explicably, and with disastrous consequenc-
es, it never appears to have occurred to
Washington that once Russia was out of the
way, Osama bin Laden’s organisation would
turn its attention to the West.

The danger now is that the West’s current
response to the terrorist threat compounds
that original error. So long as the struggle
against terrorism is conceived as a war that
can be won by military means, it is doomed
to fail.

The more the West emphasises confron-
tation, the more it silences moderate voices
in the Muslim world who want to speak up
for cooperation.

Success will only come from isolating the
terrorists and denying them support, funds
and recruits, which means focussing more
on our common ground with the Muslim
world than on what divides us.

The G8 summit is not the best-designed
forum in which to launch such a dialogue
with Muslim countries, as none of them is
included in the core membership.

We are not going to address the sense of
marginalisation among Muslim countries if
we do not make more of an effort to be
inclusive of them in the architecture of glob-
al governance.

But the G8 does have the opportunity in
its communiqué on Friday to give a forceful
response to the latest terrorist attack. That

Cd s

should include a statement of joint resolve
to hunt down those who bear responsibility
for Thursday’s attacks. But it must seize the °
opportunity to address the wider issues at
the root of terrorism.

Eliminating poverty

In particular, it would be perverse if the .
focus of the G8 on making poverty history
was now obscured by the bombings. The
breeding grounds of terrorism are to be °
found in the poverty of back streets, where
fundamentalism offers a false, easy sense of
pride and identity to young men who feel
denied of any hope or any economic oppor-
tunity for themselves. A war on world pover-
ty may well do more for the security of the .
West than a war on terror.

And in the privacy of their extensive
suites, Thursday’s atrocities should prompt .
heart-searching among some of those pre-
sent. President George W. Bush is given to
justifying the invasion of Iraq on the -
grounds that by fighting terrorism abroad, it .
protects the West from having to fight ter-
rorists at home. Whatever else can be said in
defence of the war in Iraq, it cannot be
claimed that it has protected us from terror-
ismon our soil. — ©Guardian Newspapers
Limited 2005

(Robin Cook, MP, is a former U.K. For-
eign Secretary.)
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“Serial blasts throw

London into chao

po- e

S

The mood in the city was sombre and subdued,

but there was little sign of outright pamc(

LONDON: Buses had to be used as
ambulances. An emergency
medical station was set up at a
hotel. Rescue workers, police
and ordinary people streamed
into the streets to help.

Nearly simultaneous blasts on
three subway trains and a dou-
ble-decker bus brought chaos to
the streets of London on
Thursday.

Ambulances sped from the
wreckage of the bus torn apart
by a blast near central London’s
Russell Square.

Mangled remains

Its mangled upper deck was
open to the sky and debris lit-
tered the street. The facade of a
nearby building was blackened
and scarred by shrapnel.

“I could see the bus with the
roof ripped off and one side
peeled down,” said Jenny Gim-
pel, who was on her way to work
when she saw the blasted bus. “It
looked absolutely horrific.”

Just a day before, London had
been basking in the glory of win-
ning the 2012 Olympic Games,
with wild celebrations on Trafal-
gar Square. On Thursday, an ee-
rie guiet had taken hold in some
parts of the city.

“Yesterday we were quite glad
that we got the Olympic bid,”
said Arvind Mavji, a transport
worker at Euston Station, near
the site of the Russell Square bus
blast. “Today we are wondering
if it was worth it.”

Buses were pressed into ser-

nb AR s Ta TS

vice as ambulances as dozens of
casualties were taken to hospi-
tals. At the scene of several
blasts, specialist emergency
workers in orange biochemical
suits searched for evidence of bi-
ological, chemical or nuclear
agents.

At the London Hospital, a
medic pumped the chest of a
man who lay on a stretcher,
clothes ripped and body black-
ened.

“There was an explosion and
the flash of flames down the side
of the train,” said Derek Price
(55), who was on a subway train
near Liverpool Street station. “It
was all very quick — a loud bang
happened in a matter of sec-
onds.”

Emergency workers set up a .

medical command post in a Hil-
ton hotel near Edgware Road
subway station, where an explo-
sion ripped through a crowded
train.

Deep underground, a Swedish
woman riding the subway to-
ward the station said she heard
the blast behind her train.

“The car quickly filled with
smoke and a lot of people used
their umbrellas to try to break
the windows so that we could get
air. A mother with her two small
children sat next to me and cried
desperately.”

When passengers were evac-
uated, there were body parts
scattered around them, she said.

American Sean Barron (20),
said he helped treat the wound-
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ed at Edgware Road station.

“One gentleman told me that
the floor of the train he was on
was blown out, it was just gone. I
believe another gentleman was
ejected from the train”.

Gary Lewis (32), was evacuat-
ed from a subway train at King’s
Cross station and described a
scene of panic as medics tended
to casualties brought to a ticket
hall.

“People were covered in black
soot and smoke. People were
running  everywhere  and
screaming. It was chaos,” he
said.

“The one haunting image was
someone whose face was totally
black and pouring with blood.”

Subways shut down

As police shut down subways
and buses across the city, central
London streets became all but
empty of traffic. Some commu-
ters tried to make their way to
work or home on foot.

Groups gathered around cor-
ner shops with televisions,
watching in silence pictures of a
mangled red bus.

The mood was sombre and
subdued, but there was little
outright panic. People tried to
call loved ones on cell phones,
and many loaned their phones so
strangers could make calls.

Many tourists in central Lon-
don were caught up in the blasts.

“I think these were terrorists.
They were successful,” said Na-
dia Ivanova from Bulgaria. — AP




ne

< .
London under szeé/ev

The threat is global and it demands
~ aglobal response(y.uw"\: Z’f g

HE cdntrast could not
~ have been sharper. The ju-
bilation that had greeted
ndon’s successful bid for the
012 Olympic Games was re-
placed — in just a few short
hours — by mass panic and ter-
ror as a series of calibrated blasts
tore through London’s lifeline, its
transport system. The two con-
flicting images of a City Ener-

gised and a City Under Siege de-

.mand a moment of pause.
‘Together they appear to convey a
contemporary truism — that the
promise and delights of ordinary
life will prove elusive unless they
are immured against the threat of
incandescent terror.

London, as one of the world’s
most powerful capitals and a
hub for international finance,
was long under threat. As city af-
ter city came under terror at-
tacks — Moscow, Madrid, Istan-
bul, Jakarta, New Delhi —
London held its breath. On Thu-
rsday morning, the inevitable
happened. The timing of the at-
tack was too pat to be a coinci--
dence. This was nothing more
than a direct message to the G8
nations assembled at Gleneagles
that the phantom still walks
amidst them. Tony Blair ac-
knowledged this and was direct
in his recognition of the chal-
lenge before him when he told
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his audience there that “our de-
termination to defend our values
is greater than theirs to impose
extremism... whatever they do, it
is our determination that they
will never succeed.” But how
this can be done is the issue that
has been agitating minds ever
since that earlier fateful morn-
ing of September 11, 2001.

The problem of defeating ter-
ror lies in its very fluidity. Terror-
ists can cross national borders,

. work in tandem, lie in wait for

the right moment to strike,
meticulously perpetrate their
damage, and then melt into the
scenery. These forces mean busi-
ness, they cannot be allowed to
get away each time. Their asym-
metric skill to perpetrate discrete
acts of terror demands a new
alertness and a new intelligence
from the international commu-
nity. But, first, they need to be
isolated from civilised society.
Groups like the Al-Qaeda portray
themselves as defenders of Islam.

But in actual fact they represent

varvthing that ic santrarv t -
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lamic law and teaching. This
recognition that terrorism —and
its conscious targeting of ordi-
nary people — represents an ab-
solute evil, that is contrary to
everything that civilised society
values, should be the basisfor the
world’s response
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BHARAT BHUSHAN

Gleneagles (Scotland), July
7: The co-ordinated terrorist
attacks on several locations
on London’s transport net-
work virtually blew the G8
summit away. Perhaps that
was the real target of the ter-
rorists.

The excitement of the
morning about the outcome of
the deliberations on debt relief
to Africa and action on climate
change unexpectedly gave
way by the forenoon to shock
and horror at the tragedy un-
folding in London.

As the enormity of the ter-
rorist attack sank in, the G8
leaders gathered before came-
ras in a show of solidarity wi-
th Britain. While Prime Minis-
ter Tony Blair announced his
decision to leave the summit
midway, others vowed to con-
tinue their deliberations and
said they were united in their
resolve to defeat terrorism.

“We condemn utterly these
barbaric attacks,” they said in
ajoint statement read fittingly
on their behalf by Blair before
departing for London. “This is
not an attack on one nation but

on all nations and on all
civilised people everywhere,”
they declared.

“We shall prevail. They sh-
all not,” Blair said. He claimed
that the bombings in London
would not weaken the resolve
of the world leaders to protect
their deeply held beliefs.

US President George W.
Bush condemned the attacks, *
saying the blasts showed that-
the war on terror must contin-
ue. “We will find them and we
will bring them to justice,” he-
vowed.

Prime Minister Manmo-

It is particularly barbaric that this has happened .. USon

on a day we were discussing poverty: Blair"

alert, but
no sign
of panic

Washington, July 7 (Reute-
rs): The US government raised
the terrorism alert level for
buses, subways and trains
today in the wake of deadly
bombings in London but said
it expected no similar attack
in America.

Federal officials said they
were promptly in contact with
local authorities and commu-
ters were urged to be alert aft-
er the series of explosions roc-
ked London, killing several
people.

British Prime Minister To-
ny Blair said it was an appar-
ent terrorist attack coinciding
with a meeting of G8 leaders
in Scotland.

US President George W.
Bush was in Scotland for the
G8 session (in AFP picture)
and said he directed homeland

han Singh said such incidents
show that “global terrorism
does not recognise internati- goes on
— George W. Bush

onal boundaries”. He, there-
fore, underlined the need for
international cooperation to
counter terrorism.

What has happened in Lon-
don, Singh said, “underscores
our contention that terrorism
is a global scourge that needs
to be tackled with concerted
efforts”. He recalled how only
a couple of days ago India, too,
had experienced a major ter-

Tony Blair waits for other G8 leaders as reports of the London blasts reach Gleneagles on Thursday. (Reuters)

summit. “It is particularly

summit continue even though

were going to reach,” he said.

He said all the leaders “shared

security officials to be extra
vigilant as Americans headed
to work. Vice-president Dick
Cheney was at his ranch in
Wyoming.

“The war on terror goes
on,” Bush said.

But initial reaction in US
cities had been muted.

After first issuing a state-
ment that US officials had no

rorist attack. him informed as he prepared face, a determined Blair came
The day had begun fairly to make his televised statem- on television to declare that barbaric this has happenedon he would be away in London. Since Blair left for London, our complete resolution to de-  indication of a similar attack
well for Blair as he and Bush  ent from the Gleneagles Hotel.  the terrorists would not suc-  a day when people are meeting ~ “It is the will of all the leaders his bilateral meeting with feat this terrorism”. in the country, homeland secu-
As the news of death and ceed in destroying “our values to try to help the problems of of the G8, however, that the Singhwas cancelled. Blair said: “Just asit’srea- rity secretary Michael Cher-
toff hours later announced a

discussed the prospects of a
pact on climate change. But so-
on after his meeting with Bu-
sh, Blair received the first in-
dications of what had happen-
ed in London. His aides kept

chaos poured in, the British
Prime Minister was forced to
take a decision to leave the G8
summit for London. With
utter shock reflecting on his

and our way of life”.

Blair said it was reasonab-
ly clear that the series of bla-
sts were terrorist attacks de-
signed to coincide with the G8

poverty in Africa and the long-
term problems of climate
change and the environment.”

However, Blair insisted th-
at the deliberations of the G8

meeting should continue in
my absence, that we should
continue to discuss the issues
that we are discussing and
reach the conclusions that we

The British Prime Minist-
er said each of the countries
around the table at the G8 su-
mmit “have some experience
of the effects of terrorism”.

sonably clear this is a series of
terrorist attacks, it’s also rea-
sonably clear that it is desig-
ned and meant to coincide
with the G8.”

hike in the terror alert level to
high, or orange, for the rail-
way and subway systems. The
alert level was also raised for
intra-city bus lines.

While US stocks slid on

BHARAT BHUSHAN sombre but not panicky. at the high-security press they would be able to get into  of the developments in with notebooks and tape word of the attacks, opera-
The protesters against centre constructed specially  London at night as the entire London. recorders of varying techno-  tions in the capital proceeded
Gleneagles, July 7: Thedark  the G8 summit, who had pro-  for the G8 summit. Suddenly, transport network had been A gutted bus here, re- logical sophistication hung largely without interruption
shadow of terrorism brutal-  mpted even the import of po- those interested in African shut down for the day. “Sure-  ports of another blast there on his every word, others with no extraordinary meas-
ly overshadowed the agenda  licemen from London to Gla-  debt and climate changehad 1y, by the evening they will and constantly scrolling of started capturing for posteri- ures taken before the alert le-
set by the G8 leaders for sgow and Gleneagles, were turned their attention tothe  restore some transport lin- breaking news kept them ty the excitement of the vel was raised for transporta-
their annual summit at stunned into silence. Only breaking news from London.  ks,”a French journalist won-  glued to the TV screens. Only moment. tion systems. The alert did not

. Scotland’s luxury golfing police sirens and security Some journaliststriedto  dered tonoonein particular.  yesterday, the mood was eu- Just as journalists react-  affect airports.
resort here. helicopters hovering over the rushto London. There was a As the events unfolded, phoric in Britain — after all ed, so did markets across Eu- Treasury in a tizz
World leaders, whohad  golf resortsignalled a ~eramble for flights. Those the horror grew Initially, the traditional rivals Francehad  rope. The FTSE (Financial sury In a tzzy
gathered to discuss how to heightened state of security. turning back to go to Glas- speculation was of power been pipped at the post for Times Stock Exchange) 100-  The US treasury department
provide debt relief to Africa The protesters themsel- gow airport did not know surges having caused a cou- hosting the 2012 Olympic share index plummeted by sounded an all-clear after ask-
oses and involve the emerging ves were preparing formore ~ whenor how they would ple of explosions. Thencell-  Games. Today’s events were 3.2 per cent. Stock marketin-  ing those in the treasury buil-
economies of the world with  confrontations today. Howev- reach London — the air phones started ringing and a terrible downer. dices in Germany, Holland ding to move away from win-
problems of climate change, er, their leaders gave a call space apparently had been the television reported that a The rumour that British and Spain fell by more than dows due to the presence of a
n suddenly found themselves for desisting from any vio- closed for a brief while. But double-decker bus had been Prime Minister Tony Blair three per cent. At 11.40 am, suspicious vehicle today.

thrown off gear by a series lent acts. their editors were telling blasted. was to come before TV cam- after the news of the explo- A spokesman said a bomb-
of co-ordinated bomb blasts “The real news develop- them they were at the wrong Policemen and comman-  eras at noon was soon con- sion spread, in Paris the sniffing dog had smelled so-
in the British capital. ment is taking place in Lon- place at the wrong time. dos, dressed inblack, joined  firmed as a fact. CAC-40 was down 3.06 per mething amiss in the vehicle
There was palpable tensi-  don. What are we doing Others wondered as the journalists in front of the The moment Blair ap- cent at 4,149.04 points after outside the building, located

on in the air. The mood was here?” wondered a journalist events unfolded whether television to see live pictures  peared, while journalists falling as low as 4,123.05. next door to the White House.

GLENEAGLES VIGIL SPREADS ACR

Police personnel

resort, (AFP)

0SS THE GLOBE: FROM WASHINGTON TO MOSCOW

keep vigil on the
area around the A mounted
Gleneagles Hotel An officer of the policeman
during the Washington DC checks papers
G8 summit Metro Special of a pedestrian
on Thursday. Response Team near Red Square
Leaders of patrols the in central
member countries subway on Moscow on
Britain, Russia, érehcun“ rsday. grleusﬁfl(lﬁ
France, the US, ity in resi .
Japan, Italy, Washington was Vladimir Putin
Germany and heightened has said the
Canada and guests following attacks showed
India, China, . the attacks in the vyorld spould
Brazil, Mexico London. }lxute ag'funst
and South Africa (AFP) international
are gathered at terrorism.
the Scottish golf (Reuters)
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This is not an attack
on one nation, but on
all nations and on
civilised people
everywhere

— G8 statement read by Blair

We condemn utterly
these barbaric
attacks. We are
united in our resolve
to confront and
defeat terrorism

— US President George Bush

| have
instructed
homeland
security to
know
about the
facts of what took
place in London and

be extra vigilant
- Russian president Putin

We must
unite all
civilised

countries in
Y the struggle
against international
terrorism
— Gerhard Schroeder

These inci-
dents show
that global
terrorism
does not
recognise
boundaries and we all
need to work
together to counter it
— PM Manmohan Singh

The inter-
national
community
must do
everything
possible
and use all available
means to fight

terrorism together
— lrish PM Bertie Ahern

A video grab from ITN shows the wreckage of the double-decker bus after the explosion at Tavistack Square blew it to bits on Thursday.

London, July 7

THREE BLASTS rocked the London
Underground during Thursday
morning’s rush hour and the roof of
a bus blew off in another explosion.
Here is what eyewitnesses had to say
about the blasts:
11 Iwas on the bus in front and
heard an incredible bang, I
turned round and half the double-
decker bus was in the air ... It was a
massive explosion and half the bus
was flying through the air, I think it
was the number 205. There must be a
lot of people dead as all the buses
were packed, they had been turning
people away from the tube stops. We
were about 20 metres away, that was
all.”
Belinda Seabrook, who was travelling from
Euston to Russell Square in London

4 (The explosion seemed to be at

the back of the bus. The roof
flew off and went up about 10 metres.
It then floated back down. I shouted
at the passengers to get off the bus.
They went into Tdvistock Park near-
by. There were obviously people badly
injured. Aman thought a piece of hu-
man flesh had landed on his arm.”

Raj Mattoo, 35, who was standing on a
street corner near Tavistock Square,

¢¢ Twas walking along. There was
a whole crowd of people

around the bus. The next thing I
knew, I was on the floor. There were
shedloads of glass raining down on
us. Someone fell on me and some-
one fell on him. For a moment I
thought I was going to be trampled.
I picked myself up and everyone
was running. There was glass
everywhere. We ran into a building
and a security guard was saying
‘get in, get in’. Then the security
guard said ‘get out’ which was a bit
scary.”

Eyewitness in Tavistock Place area

14 Ihave been in the military and
I've never heard anything like

it before. But the whole incident was

screened by trees in front of the ho-

tel which maybe protected us from

any blast.”

Chris Gladysz, hotel worker, Tavistock hotel

¢¢ T got off the train, walked off
about five paces. There was a
huge, I mean huge, explosion which
-appeared to come from the back
end of the train or the tunnel.
Everybody just froze — what the
hell’s going on? Then everybody
walked out of the station quite
calmly ... There was no pushing. I
went upstairs and got out. It was

then you think how iucky you are.”
Michael Searle, had just got off a Circle
Line train from Victoria to Liverpool Street

i Everything was normal. Sud-
denly there was a massive
bang, the train jolted. There was im-
mediately smoke everywhere and it
was hot and everybody panicked.
Everywhere, people started scream-
ing and crying.”
BBC worker, Jacqui Head, who wasona
Piccadilly Line train at King’s Cross

_6¢ T was first on the scene at the ex-
plosion at Aldgate, all of which
has now been evacuated. I was
pulling people out of the bus. There
are definitely some dead. We are ad-
vising people to get off the streets.
You are better off in a basement to-
day — anywhere off the street.”
Unnamed police officer, Houndsditch Road

¢¢ Twas on the train and there was
a sudden jolt forward ... There

was a really hard banging from the
carriage next door to us after the ex-
plosion — that’s where it happened.
There was a fire beside me. I saw
flames outside on the window of my
carriage ... I saw bodies. I think
some people may have died.”

Sarah Reid, at Aldgate

Agencies

REUTERS

Eyewitnesses in the grip of terror

. REUTERS
Passengers wrapped in emergency blankets at the site
of the bus blast in Tavistok.

Stay-at-home warning for UK Muslims

London, July 7

FEARS THAT Muslims may be
become the victims of reprisals
following Thursday’s series of
bombings in central London
have prompted a warning for
them to stay indoors.

Massoud Shadjareh, chair-
man of the Islamic Human
Rights Commission, appealed
for calm and condemned the
bombings.

He said: “The Islamic Human
Rights Commission utterly con-
demns this attack, but now we
appeal that there should be no
further victims as a result of
reprisals.”

There was no immediate con-

firmation of who was responsi-
ble for the attacks, but a claim
was made on the al-Qal’ah
(Fortress) internet site, by a
group calling itself the Secret
Organisation Group of al-Qaida
of Jihad Organisation in Eu-
rope.

bers of the Muslim community
suffered a backlash following
the September 11 2001 terror at-
tacks in the US and the Madrid
train bombing in March 2004.

cerned about a backlash” and
called on British Muslims. to
“remain vigilant and calm and
stay indoors”.

ncxusurm

Shadjareh said some mem-
“In

Dr

He said he was “very con-

He said: “IHRC is advising

Muslims not to travel or go out
unless necessary, and is particu-
larly concerned that women
should not go out alone in this
climate.

tacked, IHRC urges victims not
to retaliate and to report the
matter to the police and appro-
priate authorities.”

chairman of the Birmingham
central Mosque, questioned the
advice and said it was “a bit
over the top”.

Speaking on behalf of the

lences.

the event of being at-

Mohammed Naseem,

munity.

G8 pledged to protect rail networks in June

o

AP

Evacuation from Edgware Road.

London, July 7

LESS THAN three weeks ago, G8 min-
isters had agreed on international co-
operation to protect underground and
train networks against terrorist at-
tack. A meeting of home affairs and
justice ministers from the eight in-
dustrialised nations discussed the is-
sue at a Sheffield summit last month.

Britain, the US, Russia, Japan,
Canada, Germany, Italy and France
said they would unite to research ways

. to prevent explosions and other terror

strikes on transport systems. British
home secretary, Charles Clarke, said at
the time: “We particularly agreed to
work together about underground sys-
tems from our different countries to
see what can be learned from the dif-
ferent issues that arise.”

Russian interior minister Rashid
Gumarovich Nurgaliyev said the
joint work would encompass both
railway and underground networks.
No details of the proposed research
were announced, and it is unlikely to
have even begun in such a short time.

The ministers also agreed to carry
out wide-ranging research on how
new generations become involved in
terrorism. They refused to say
whether they would look specifically
at whether the US’s detention of “en-
emy combatants” at Guantanamo Bay
has played a role in turning other
Muslims to extremism.

Asked whether delegates believed
the terrorist threat was increasing or
was holding stable, Clarke said at the
summit: “It is our opinion that the
threat from terrorism is changing and

we need to understand that change
properly. I don’t think there is a single
number which can say (it is) growing
or going down. It’s a question of a
changing threat and understanding
that threat will be a very important
part of how we work together.”

On the new programme examining
how people turn to terrorism, he said:
“The research will go through all pos-
sible sources of recruitment for ter-
rorism and analyse from the bottom up
how this happens and why it happens.
We are not including or excluding any
particular issues. There is a wide ra-
nge of contributory factors which we
think need to be taken into account.”

Asked whether it would look at Gua-
ntanamo Bay, Clarke said: “It’s desi-
gned to look at issues in the round.”

’ GNS

city’s sizeable Muslim commu-
nity, he said: “We are shocked
and condemn without reserva-
tion this horrendous atrocity.
“Our hearts and minds go out
to the innocent victims of this
crime and we offer our condo-

“We have to ask everybody to
be calm and offer the govern-
ment our support to apprehend
the culprits,” he said.

But he expressed concern
about the potential use of exist-
ing anti-terrorism legislation
that has been criticised in re-
cent years by the Muslim com-

The government should be
open about the evidence it has

against potential suspects and
not help foster a “climate of
suspicion” about the Muslim
community, he said.

“There are dangers that if we
work on the basis of suspicions,
the harmony between commu-
nities will be the first victim of
these attacks,” he added.

The Muslim News, based in
Harrow, Middlesex, unreserved-
ly condemned the bombings in
London.

Its editor, Ahmed Versi, said:
“We unequivocally condemn
‘these terrorist attacks. We ex-
press our deep condolences to
the families, relatives and
friends of the victims.”

Guardian News Service

. Terror Timeline

18 44 Emergency services
called to Liverpool Street Sta-
tion after reports of an explo-
sion between Liverpool Street
and Aldgate. Initially reported
as a power surge

()8.5() Police called to Aldgate
station in east London

()Y.22 King’s Cross, Liverpool
Street and Aldgate stations
cleared

09.31 Underground stations
across the capital closed

1)9.3 Another incident at
Edgware Road station in
northwest London reported .

()9.;’)3 The First Great Western
train company announces its
services into Paddington sta-
tion would terminate at Read-
ing in Berkshire because of the
crisis

10.00 The National Grid,
which supplies power to the
Underground, said there had
been no problems with its
system

10. 153 union officials said there
was a definite blast at Edg-
ware Road and the possibility
of two other explosions at
King’s Cross and Aldgate

}0.14 A bus is ripped apart in
an explosion in central
London.

1().19 Mainline services halted
short of London. The Silverlink
company, which normally op-
erates into Euston station,
terminates trains at Watford
Junction in Hertfordshire

10).32 maintine London to
Scotland train company GNER
said it did not expect its East
Coast Main Line services to
run as far as London at any
time on Thursday

11.02 Home Secretary Charles
Clarke confirmed that there
had been “terrible injuries” in
the explosions across London

i iZ:“ Mobile networks report
delays after a surge in the
volume of calls

'y
H.JO Police Commissioner Sir
lan Blair said: “We are not
aware of any warning at the
moment. We have concluded
that this is a co-ordinated
attack.”

1200 Tony Blair says: “It is
reasonably clear that there
have been a series of terrorist
attacks in London.”

12.05 Stansted Express rail
service is suspended, although
flights to operate normally at
Stansted airport in Essex

12.16 Emergency services
called to Leicester Square
underground station

1221 More than 100 casualties
and one of the dead were tak-
en to the Royal London Hospi-
tal in Whitechapel

12.4?;) Superintendent Jon Mor-
gan of the Metropolitan Police
said there had been a number
of fatalities as well as serious
casualties at Edgware Road
station. All the dead and in-
jured have been moved from
the scene

13.01 Ar-Qaida terrorists
claimed responsibility for the
London biasts on an Islamic
website and said: “Britain is
now burning with fear, terror
and panic in its northern,
southern, eastern, and west-
ern guarters.”

13.()3 Metropolitan Police
deputy assistant commission-
er Brian Paddick said initial re-
ports were that 150 people had
been seriously injured in the
blasts
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e Strong faculty base Strong Linkages with the industry & 100% placement assistance e Rich Library, excellent classrooms,
conferencing and cafeteria facilities e State-of-the-art Computer Lab with 24X7 wireless internet (512 kbps)  Meadows, one of the
finest residential campuses in the region for both boys & giris.

Wisit us at Education World Wide fndia on 8th, Oth 2 16th Juty, Pragati Maidan, N. Delhi at Hall No. 7, Stall No. 100

A Degree from o UGC recognized

NIIEM School of Business{NSB) founded by promoters of
NIILM Contre for Management Studies (CMS)

Which is now counted among India’s Top ranking Business Schools in A+ Category
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VHP calls weekl

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, July §

ENRAGED OVER the attempted
strike on the makeshift Ram temple
at Ayodhya on Tuesday, the VHP has
given a call for weeklong agitations
across the country.

Announcing this in Surat on Tues-
day VHP leaders Ashok Singhal and
Praveen Togadia said their cadres
would organise bandhs in Uttar
Pradesh and Orissa on Wednesday
while the MP and Rajasthan units wo-
uld observe bandhs the day after.

The VHP and Bajrang Dal have ca-
1led for Maharashtra bandh on July 7.
“We have called for a bandh on July 7
to protest the attack on Ramjanmab-
hoomi in Ayodhya,” VHP zonal secre-
tary Prof. Venkatesh Abdev said in
Mumbai. “What happened at Ayod-
hya is unpardonable as the terrorists
tried to strike at the centre of Hindu
religious sentiment,” VHP’s Orissa
state secretary Gouri Prasad Rath
said in Bhubaneswar.

Describing the attack on the site as
an assault on the Hindu faith as well
as the entire nation, the VHP dema-
nded resignations of the Union and
Uttar Pradesh home ministers, hold-
ing them responsible for intelligence
and security failure.

Condemning the incident, VHP se-

o)
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ong

PTI

Bajrang Dal activists burn the Pakistani flag in Bhopal on Tuesday to protest

against the terrorist attack in Ayodhya.

nior leader Acharya Giriraj Kishore
charged Pakistan with helping the at-
tackers and said the neighbour had
the motive of creating instability in
India.

“This is an insult to the Hin-
dus...Their peaceful nature must not
be mistaken for weakness. I fear that
if such attacks continue, the Hindu

.community’s patience will soon wear

out,” he warned.

e

While calling for a countrywide pr-
otest against the temple attack, Kish-
ore said the VHP would have no coor-
dination with the BJP, which is also
organising similar protests on Wed-
nesday.

“The BJP protest is Advaniji’s pro-
gramme. We have nothing to do with
it. All politicians hold such protests
to further their own personal inter-
ests,” Kishore told reporters here.
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Devesh K. Pandey \‘9 \

NEW DELHI: An alleged Babbar
Khalsa International (BKI) mil-
itant who had purportedly
agreed to serve as a “human
bomb” for monetary consider-
ations to help out his family has
been arrested by the Crime
Branch of the Delhi police.

The arrest was made at Majnu
Ka Tila in North Delhi by the
Inter-State Cell of the Crime
Branch on Monday. The police
claim to have seized a pistol and
15 live cartridges from him.

A team led by Inspector Pan-
kaj Sood received a tip-off on
Monday evening that BKI mil-
itant Satnam Singh, who was al-
legedly part of the module
headed by Jagtar Singh Hawara,
the BKI chief of operations in
India now under arrest, had tak-
en refuge at Gurdwara Majnu Ka
Tila. Subsequently a raid was
conducted and he was arrested.

According to the police, Haw-
ara had disclosed during his in-
terrogation that Satnam and

2 @ JUN 200
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e "Part of Babbar Khalsa
. chief Hawara's module”

o Had offered to
“sacrifice” his fife for
family's sake

o Was targeting bigwigs
on BKI “hit list”

some other BKI militants had
agreed to serve as human bombs.
Last year, while Hawara was
lodged inside the high-security
Burail Jail in Chandigarh, Sukh-
dev Singh and Amrik Singh of
the Panjpyara group used to
meet him regularly. During their
visits, Hawara purportedly mo-
tivated them to work for BKI. At
his instance, Sukhdev roped in
Satnam who was pursuing reli-
gious studies with him.

Sukhdev, who allegedly had
already agreed to serve as a hu-
man bomb, prepared Satnam for

the same to eliminate those on
the BKI “hit list” as they had
shown “disrespect” to their reli-
gion. Sukhdev also purportedly
promised to pay Rs. 10 lakhs to
Satnam’s family after his “sacri-
fice” for the “noble cause”.
During his interrogation by
the police after his arrest, Sat-
nam allegedly disclosed that at
Hawara’s instance he made at
least two attempts to eliminate
senior Congress leader Bhajan
Lal, one at Ambala and the other
at Hisar during the Haryana As-
sembly elections this year. He

® ° * \/
uman bomb” lands in Delhi police net_
W\ © Gan~ ot

was also a part of the group that |

was allegedly asked to eliminate
Ashutosh Maharaj of Divya Jyoti
Jagriti Sansthan and Paniyare-
wala Baba.

The police said Satnam,
whose is handicapped in one leg
due to polio, studied till Class
XI1I after which he joined a com-
puter course and left it halfway.
He then joined Gurdwara Mehta
Chowk at Amritsar in 1996 for
religious studies and then start-
ed preaching. “His motive was to
instigate students into militancy
on religious grounds,” said the
Joint Commissioner of Delhi
Police, Ranjit Narain. At the in-
stance of the gurdwara head, Ba-
ba Thakur Singh, he shifted base
to Anandpur Sahib Dera at Ro-
par in Punjab. During his stint as
a preacher, he went to Hong
Kong in abid to migrate to Cana-
da but did not succeed. Later he
visited Canada and England with
Baba Thakur Singh on the pre-
text of performing “Shabad Kir-
tan”. Satnam has been remanded
to police custody till July 2.
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«ish, Canadian leaders pay homage
to victims of the Kanishka crash

; N |
Emotions run high at the 90-minute memoriﬁ ((?eremony

CORK (IRELAND): In the biggest ev-
er memorial service for the vic-
tims of the bombing of Air
India’s Kanishka flight that
~killed 329 persons, some 200
relatives of the dead joined by
-Canadian Prime Minister Paul
Martin and Irish President Mary
McAleese paid their homage to
. mark the 20th anniversary of the
_tragedy on Thursday.
* The 90-minute ceremony,
where emotions ran high, took
_place at the memorial site at
" Ahakista, the place closest to the
1985 disaster, in western Cork.

“Dreadful event”

~ Describing the bombing as a
" “dreadful” and “wicked” event,

" Ms. McAleese said: “This is not '

how things are supposed to be.
No one on that plane on that
fateful day had this destination
in mind.” “The tragic cruel end
to the lives of so many men,
women and children who left
Toronto for Bombay full: of
thoughts- of tomorrow and the
next day was to mark the start of
a journey of sorrow for the be-
reaved,” she said. Canadian
Prime Minister Paul Martin and
Irish President Mary McAleese
joined victims’ families at an
emotional ceremony on Thurs-
day in the southwest of Ireland
to mark the 20th anniversary of
the Air India Flight 182 bomb-
ing,

All 329 persons on board the
plane were killed when it blew
up over the Atlantic Ocean on
June 23, 1985, in the worst-ever
mid-air terrorist attack.

Only 131 bodies were reco-

vered. A t@hem were un-

Y

9~ \

UNDYING MEMORIES: Canadian Prime Minister Paul Martin lays a wreath for the
victims of the 1985 Air India plane crash during a ceremony at Ahakista
in the west coast of Ireland on Thursday. - PHOTO: AP

der 17. To mark the anniversary,
about 200 relatives of victims
have been gathering during the
week in Cork, the Irish county
closest to the disaster.

Ms. McAleese described the
bombing as a “dreadful” and
“wicked event” that had
wreaked devastation off Ire-
Jand’s shores.

The commemoration united
“in sadness and in solidarity”
the people of Ireland, Canada

ya
s

and India. Mr. Martin said the
terrorist attack was one of the
greatest tragedies Canada had
ever suffered.

Haunting loss

“The loss haunts us to this
day,” he said in a statement. “I
join with all Canadians in ex-
pressing our sorrow and indig-
nation at this cruel and
premeditated act.”

Mr. Martin has recommended

to Canada’s Governor-General
that June 23 should be pro-
claimed an annual national day
of remembrance for the victims.

Among other notables at the
ceremony was Canadian Oppo-
sition leader Stephen Harper,
British Colombia Premier Gor-
don Campbell, Irish Transport
Minister Martin Cullen, Indian
Ambassador Saurabh Kumar
and representatives of Ire}and’s
emergency services. — P11, AFP
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Pakistan inké\’
anti-terror pact
with Australia’"

 Press Trust of India 5{7&"\7

CANBERRA, June 15. — In a bid to boost
their efforts in the fight against terror,
Pakistan and Australia today signed a counter-
terrorism accord which will allow the two
countries to share intelligence and hold JOlIlt
training exercises.

The MoU was signed in the presence of vis-
iting Pakistan President Gen. Pervez
Musharraf and Australian Prime Minister Mr
John Howard at Parliament House here.

Australian foreign minister Mr Alexander
Downer said the counter-terrorism treaty was
a “key outcome” of the visit of Gen.
Musharraf to Australia. The pact covers coop-
«>ration in law enforcement, intelligence, secu-
11ty and border controls.

A joint statement issued after the signing cer-
emony stated: “Pakistan has played a vital role
in efforts to dismantle global terrorist networks.
(We) agreed that international terrorism and
transnational organised crime are best combat-
ed within a framework of cooperation.” It said
the two countries were “key partners in the
international campaign on terror.” Australia
has signed similar agreements with 11 other
countries, including India.

Gen. Musharraf said that during his talks
with Howard, he briefed the Australian
Premier and other cabinet members on efforts
off his government to deal with militants. “On
the issue of security we did highlight the role
that we have played in countering terrorism, in
figthting against the Al-Qaida and the success-
es that we have met in neutralising and mar-
ginalising Al-Qaida from Pakistan.”

After holding talks with Gen. Musharraf, Mr
H oward said: “I've told the President how much
I personally, and the Astralian government
aclmires his courageous participation and that of
his country in the fight against terrorism.”

‘Osama, Omar alive and well’

Osama bin Laden and Taliban chief Mullah
M ohammad Omar are safe and healthy, a for-
mizr Taliban commander has said, a report adds
from Islamabad. Mullah Akhtar Usmani told
Pakistan’s Geo TV yesterday in an interview
talzen at an undisclosed site, that he cannot
reveal their whereabouts. “We hear his voice. 1
cara vouch that Mullah Omar is alive and com-
mznding the Taliban,” he said. As for Osama, he
said “by the grace of God he is in good health”.
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Explosion

outside

v/\\,-A

J&K school kills 15

Hurriyat’s Pakistan visit provoked attack

b

RASHID Ahmad and \A
RAJNISH Sharma
Pulwama/New Delhi, June 13

¥

AT LEAST 15 people, includ-
ing two schoolchildren and
three CRPF personnel, were
killed and over 100 wounded
in a blast outside a school at
Pulwama in Jammu & Kash-
mir on Monday.

Residents said the bomb
was dropped from the air, but
the police said militants trig-
gered the blast from a car
They believe the target might
have been a CRPF camp, 50
metres from the site.

Intelligence experts feel
the blast was in retaliation
to the recent visit of Hurriy-
at leaders to Pakistan, Intel-
ligence experts said the blast
could have been a “joint ef-
fort” of the LeT and the
Hizbul Mujahideen.

A home ministry official
said militants were dis-
turbed by the activities of
the Hurriyat, which they be-
lieve is in favour of findinga
peaceful solution to the
Kashmir issue. “Through
these incidents, such groups
want to make their presence
felt even though their activi-
ties have been crippled,” the
official said.

Hg ruled out the possibili-

14 Yy

ty of militants wanting to
target children. “The school
was chosen to get more
mileage, but kids were prob-
ably not the target as the
militants would not want

public to turn against
them,” he said.

After the blast, hundreds
of residents took to the
streets, accusing govern-
ment agencies of being in-
volved. The police opened
fire, injuring three.

Altaf Ahmad, who is un-
dergoing treatment, recalled
the blast: “I heard a fright-
ening sound, felt something
hot pierce through my leg
and fell.”

Around 30 shops, govern-
ment buildings and a dozen
vehicles were damaged. The
impact was felt across a ra-
dius of 2km. “I was attending
to customers when the blast
shook the entire town,” said
shopkeeper Abdul Salam Dar.

U v 1 R M

PTI
Residents rush a hastily-bandaged victim to

hospital.
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Babbar Khalsa

chief arrested

New Delhi: Dealing a major
blow to Babbar Khalsa, the
Delhi police on Wednesday
arrested Jagtar Singh
Hawara, chief of the Pak-
istan-based militant outfit’s
India operations and an ac-

i 111 Delhl 0\\&

%é‘%f% Held
1211 Blasts

in the blasts in Liberty and
Satyam cinema halls last
month in which one person
was killed one person over
50 others were injured. Two
persons, Balvinder Singh
and Jagannath, were arrest-

cused in assassi-
nation of former
Punjab chief min-
ister Beant Singh,
along with two
other militants in
connection with
the May 22 twin
blasts in cinema
halls here.

The police, who
recovered a huge
quantity of arms
and explosives, in-
cluding 10.35 kg of
RDX, four pistols,
207 cartridges, a
hand grenade,
timers and detonators, said
the arrested militants were
plotting to kill some politi-
cians and bureaucrats.

Hawara, who along with
two others had escaped from
Chandigarh’s Burail jail in
January last year and car-
ried a reward of Rs 5 lakh,
was nabbed on Wednesday
morning in a north-west
Delhi area. Jaspal Singh
alias Raja, and Vikas Sehgal,
accused in the cinema hall
blasts, were also arrested
along with Hawara, Delhi
police commissioner K K
Paul told reporters here.

The three had come from
Punjab to apparently collect
money from a hawala opera-
tor on their way to Nepal, he
said, adding “Hawara is a
very big catch, one of the
biggest in the recent history
of Delhi police.”

Hawara was allegedly in-
strumental in the assassina-
tion of Beant Singh outside
the Punjab secretariat in
Chandigarh in August, 1995
by a suicide bomber. He was
arrested in 1996 and was
lodged in Burail Jail.

Jaspal is the main accused

09 NS T

Jagtar Singh Hawara (left), chief of
Babbar Khalsa, along with his
associates Vikas Sehgal (centre)

and Jaspal Singh

ed last week in connection
with the blasts.

Asked whether Hawara
was directly linked to the
twin blasts, the commission-
er said “It is too early to say.
He was lying dormant for
some time but it seems he
was masterminding opera-
tions and channelising
funds. He had been instruct-
ed not to expose himself and
further details can be got
only after his interroga-™
tion.” Hawara had been ly-
ing low since his escape and
was motivating youths, espe-
cially those with criminal
background, to indulge in
extremist activities, Paul
said. The interrogation of
those arrested had revealed
that Babbar Khalsa was try-
ing to revive militancy in
Punjab, the police said.

After the arrest of Balvin-
der and Jagannath, investi-
gators got information that
Jaspal and Vikas were try-
ing to contact Hawara.
When this information was
developed, it emerged that
the three had met and were
coming to Delhi on Wednes-
day morning. ru
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“Move to get
Hizb on UN
terror list - .

g . i
RAJNISH Sharma ’ Y
New Delhi, May 27 a% ;\\ b

!

%

THE UNION home ministry has
initiated efforts to get Hizbul Mu-
jahideen, the biggest militant out-
fit operating in Kashmir Valley, on
the UN security sanctions list. In-
dia has already managed to secure
the inclusion of underworld don
Dawood Ibrahim, Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed and Lashkar-e-Tayyeba
on the list of militants and outfits
banned by the UN.

However, senior home ministry
officials argue that inclusion of
Hizbul in the list will be a severe
blow to militancy in the Valley
since the outfit has nearly “80 per
cent local component”. Unlike
Jaish and LeT - the other two ma-
jor militant outfits operating in the
Valley - Hizbul has primarily local
recruits as its cadre. In that re-
spect, Hizbul has been providing
crucial support, particularly for
hideouts and local intelligence, to
both LeT and Jaish.

Ministry sources said that, ini-
tially, the issue of banning Hizbul
would be taken up at the meetings
the Joint Working Group (JWG)
will hold with important European
countries and the US. India’s argu-
ment is that even Hizbul has links
with the Al-Qaida through Jaish
and LeT.

The ministry is hopeful that the
US, Canada and some European
countries will ban Hizbul. “The re-
sponse from these countries has
been extremely positive”, an offi-
cial said. A UN ban will force all
members to freeze the accounts of
Hizbul and its frontal organisa-
tions. Jaish and LeT are already
facing a financial crunch because
of the UN ban. Security forces in
the Valley have been facing stiff re-
sistance from Hizbul even as the
activities of Jaish and LeT have
been severely pruned due to a
sharp drop in infiltration.

THE HDUSTAN TIVES



L

AITAIIS SMON UBIpIENnD
‘pres oy "SULIIH STY JO UOTIBWLIL
-u09 e se dajs Siy) Jeprsuod 3,ued
am pue pedp s1 mebaez-e 1By
aIns juad Jad Q01 10U aae 9,
‘Peop sem
9y juesw Andap s,1imebiez jo
jusuniurodde ayj 38U} UTR1IO0 J0U
Sem 11 pres ‘Dea] ur uornjoasy
OTWETS] 93} J0] [Touno) auraadng
oyl  Kyred [eoprjod  jsegae]
sbeil jo aspes] oy} ‘wiyey
IV 212V [hpqy 0} eple uy
« HI9YS ano Jo Ajayes oyl
J0] pue urpsyelow ayj J0j Aead
01 swISNJy uodn [[ed am pue
WOPIALIEUI 10 £1030TA [T)UN pEY
-If 30 Aem Ino UT U0 0F TfIMm oM,
BurAes ‘swes o) Jo o10w pagin
Juswialels jsaye] oy, “beay ul 108

Amdoap £q paseydax

-1B3 8U0 JaquuNu s,§[) 8Y3 10J Aead
0} ST19MOT[0] PIYSE BARY S3}ISqom
jueiw ‘pasteurs Aanfur s, imeb
-IeZ JO s110dol 1811 ay3} 90UIg
‘P1o-1eak-z9 83 papeay
-9q Aeuostad oaey Aewr imeb
-1B7 1$933NS 190100 1Se[ Yjeop
s&o181g sours spiodoy  Tood
-I9ATT] WOJJ J93Ur3ua a3 4a[S1g
usy JUIpnoul SJISYIOM  UI9
-Jsom Jo Furddeupts| 9y} 1oy ayqrs
-uodsad 9q 01 1y3noyl s1 pue £00g
Isnany ut pepysdeq ur sislienb
-Peay NN 9yl jo Surquioq 8y}
0] payul] Usaq sey ‘ge ‘imebaeyz
‘Teyrdsoy ur Aejs prnoys
uened oYl WY}  SOUTAU0D
pue A1) 0} 8101y8A I181[) 0} WA}
PomoT0J 8y usaym suns suryoe
LM WILY POUS)LSIY) U 9],

"8utAes se pojonb sem ay . ‘oa1s
-U93J0 WIBD-Te 9y} WOJJ SUIATD
-9.1 U993 PEY oM SIaqUISIU ATTIUR]
pue So1ITeNSeD 3] WOJJ JUSI3]ITD
SeMm Jel]} Way) INoge 0Ol B ITm
PISSaIp [[om oJom SLI0ISS ST
pue A[1Aeay SUIpas[q Sem S,

"UOTIRAISSQO 19U
-ang 1o reytdsoy ur wry dasy o1
Pasu pnom a8y Wy} po} ay Jaye
UaWouay SIy Aq JJO USALIP Sem
‘sydeagojoyd woaj postudooal
9 OUm ‘Iaped] JUBIIW o)
Jeyl J91x0dax 1bedy ue pol oy
‘Tpewey Jo A310 UJaisom
94} JO yraou se[tw (0T ‘WIed
-[e Je3U JATSUIJJO S[) B UI paure)
-SNs spunom 10ysuns .10J yiuouw
STy} Joljies 1mebaey pojean
ay swiep J10jo0p 1heal Uy

3
e

‘sjuadansurt surp)
-Jeq aJe $3210] S[) 8daym Japaoq
UBLIAS 9] Jeau bea] uaaisom
ur A[qrssod ‘J0ys usaq pey 1meb

imebJez-je qesny nqy

imebae

- ¢

-IBZ 1B} — SJUaa)els Jueyiuwx
a3} Jo Aousnbayy a3 £q papunod
-W0D — SY99M JUBIAI Ul AjTunua
-WOd QUISI[[AIUT 3] Ul SINOW
NI SUTMOIS U8aq dARY 9J9YL,
‘beay ut eprep-1e Jo 991
JTUWO) ATRII[IW 93} JO JOpuew
-WO0) JI0TU3S ® ST PUB JI9STAPE AJR)
-I[TwI s, Imeb.aey, se poAlas sey oym
Ipnes e st Jopes| Andap o)) se
paureu uewt a3 pres ‘sdnoad jueit
-[TUI UI3)SeH 9IPPIIN U0 s1I1adX0 0}
uryeads ‘ssa1d pajeIoossy o,
‘Pres aqep  ‘paanfur st ay
Jey} ans aae am ing JouU 10 peap
ST 31 I8(19UM 8.1INS JOU 818 9,
ATSNOLISS MO 8INS 3,USEM
Ing ‘pepunom uasq pey juasins
-ur 8y} jey} UOTJBULIOJUI SeY 8y
sa9110daa Pro} Iqer ueheq JI31st

-UTuI J0TI93UL Thed] a[rymueajy
‘Pres 11 ‘oweu J8y3jo Aue
Aq duoAue J0 sJeH nqy pay[es-os
oy} 3unurodde jnoge pres usaq
Sey Jey} [[e Auap sm,, Aindop
e pourodde pey dnoig jue)
-ITW 873 patusp uwewsayods beay
ul Bpred-fe ue Jo auleu oyj ul
POuUSTS JUaIale)S puodas Ay,

" Suorjetsado jsepaey ay) jno ur
-A118D 10J umoUuy sem,, 9y Surkes
‘. s1otarem Aoy oyi jo Andep,,
Se TuJe)-[e SJeHq NQy poweu 1

‘dnoas s,imeb
-Ie7, ‘bea] ur epiep-je Jo aureu
9Y) Ul pPougis JUaWSlE}sS 1ISITJ
9} PIes ‘YIoys ANo Jo UIN}al oy}
Tun pesy ay) sxey 0} Aindap
jutodde 03 psprosp pue ‘imebaey
-Te qBSNIA gy ‘{1a8ys ano jo £mf

-Ul 81} J3)Je 19W SI8Pea| ayL,,
‘peap A1qrsod
ST J0 Deay apIsino a1ed [eoIpowl
Surata0al J9Yjle SI pue Sunysy
ur 1seyd Sy} 03 punom 31[Mq
e patayns 1mebaey jeyl sinow
- JUI3BI  MO[[O]  S}UdUWIdIE)S
yjoq ng -swrep sy 3urAusp
PuUodas B AQ podIpeIIucd uoos
SEM ‘POTJIIAA 9( JOU Pinod A11o13
-USYINE 980YM ‘JUSWIe]S Y],
'S91INP ST .J0A0 a3} 0} pajutodde
usaq pey Amndsp e pres ajisgem
JUBIITUI B UO JUaWS)E]S B SE ABp
-01 Ma213 ‘beay ur aspes Juadans
-ur ayj ‘imebaez-re qesny nqvy
JOo1eIa} HHAO NOLLVINDHdS

9z Ae ‘pepybeg
K1ay3r NOWIS

7, SWIR[) 9)ISYoM JUBHIIIA

57 MAY 2005

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES



=3 §

TQBOR REURNS TO MADRID

134 injured as car

’

bomb goes off

| Newspaper gets
warning call

E Cops get 45 mins
to clear the area

i Car bomb was
believed to have
been planted by
ETA guerrillas L

DANIEL TROTTA

Y
& EMMAPINEDO \/ .

MADRID, MAY 25

CAR bomb in-

jured at least 34

people . in the

Spanish capital on

Wednesday in an apparent re-

buff by Basque separatist

guerrillas ETA to government
peace overtures.

The bomb, in a stolen car,
blewup in an industrial zone
in northeastern Madrid 45
minutes after a Basque
newspaper received a warn-
ing in the name of ETA, offi-
cials said.

The warning gave police
time to seal off the area, but
dozens were hurt by flying
glass or the force of the blast.

Black smoke rose into the
air as fire engines and police
vehicles blocked the street in-
the San Blas district.

The blast wrecked about
five cars and smashed win-
dows in nearby buildings, in-
cluding an Opel car dealer-
ship, witnesses and news
reportssaid.

An emergency services

! spokeswoman told state ra-

A fireman looks out from a window of a building damaged
by the car bomb in Madrid on Wednesday. Reuters

dio that 34 people had been
treated so far, mostly for cuts
and hearing damage, but only
one person required hospital

treatment. Interior Minister

Jose Antonio Alonso said the
bomb was estimated to con-
tain between 18 and 20 kgs of
explosives, he said.

The blast appeared tobe a

defiant response by ETAto a.

vote by the Spanish Parlia-
ment fast week granting the
government permission to
open peace talks with the
group if it laid down its arms.

The bomb came two days
after French police detained
three suspected ETA mem-
bers and hours before two
leaders of Batasuna, banned
as the political wing of ETA,
were due to appear in a
Madrid court to answer
charges of belonging to ETA.

Spanish Prime Minister
Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero
condemned the bombing as

an “actof terror”. “The terror-
1st group ETASs only fate is to
give up its arms and disband,”
he told the Spanish Senate.

ETA has killed nearly 850
people since 1968 in a bomb-
ing and shooting campaign for
an independent Basque state
in northern Spain and south-
western France. Spain, the
United States and the Euro-
pean Union consider it a ter-
rorist organisation.

Madrid Mayor Alberto
Ruiz-Gallardon, a Ileading
member of the Opposition
Popular Party, sent a thinly
veiled message to Zapatero
who has pledged to grasp any
chance for peace in the Basque
country. “We must call on
gveryone to remove any blink-
ers which might make them
think that ETA is something
different towhat itis. ETAisa
terrorist group,” he said.

Alocal bar owner told state
radio that police told him to
close the shutters and take shel-
teratthe farend of the bar. “Ten
minutes later, there was a pretty
strong explosion... my car must
have been destroyed,” he said.

ETA has been weakened
in recent years by a sustained
police crackdown that has led
to hundreds of arrests in
France and Spain. It has con-
tinued to carry out bombings
from time to time, but no one
has been killed in an ETA at-
tack since May 30, 2003 when
abomb killed two police offi-
cers and seriously injured a
third in northern Spain. It Jast
struck in Madrid on February
9when 43 people were injured
when a car bomb exploded
near aconvention centre.

Spain’s former government

blamed ETA for the Madrid -

train bombings which killed 191
people onMarch 11 lastyear be-
fore radical Islamists claimed re-
sponsibility. ~—Reuters

26 MAY 2003
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Zarqawi
wounded:,
g \ Report

{’ ‘

London, May 15 (P’I‘I) Abu
Musab al-Zargawi, Irag’s most
wanted terrorist with a £13-
million bounty on his head,
was seriously wounded and
briefly treated at a hospital in
Iraq last week before he was
driven away by his men, a
British daily reported today.

- The doctor, who claimed to
* | have treated him, told an Iraqi
reporter in the western city of
Ramadi that Zarqawi, also de-
- | scribed as al Qaida leader
. | Osama bin Laden’s ‘emir’ in
Iraq, was bleeding heavily
when he was brought into hos-.
pital on Wednesday, The Sun-
day Times reported.

After treating his wounds,
the doctor tried to persuade
him to remain in hospital, but
the Jordanian-born terrorist’s
minders drove him away, it
said.

“He was bleeding heavily
and his escorts were well
dressed with a look about
them that was different from
the casualties and family
members we had been receiv-
ing from the al-Qaim offen-
sive,” the doctor, who recog-
nised Zargawi from his photo-
2raph on television, was quot-
xd as saying by the paper.
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INNOCENT VICTIMS: A girl injured in a grenade explosmn outside a school in Srinagar on Thursday.- PHOTO: AP

Grenade attack near school

Two killed, 25 chlldren injured as militants strike aqam |n Srinagar

ey v

i Special Correspondent

SRINAGAR: In yet another militant
attack in the heart of Srinagar, at
least two women were killed and
60 persons, including 25 chil-
dren, injured when a grenade ex-
ploded outside a school on
Thursday afternoon. The condi-
tion of seven persons, including
two children, is stated to be
critical.

On Wednesday, two persons
were killed and 34 injured when

13 MAY 2005

militants detonated a car bomb
in a busy commercial area.

On Thursday, home-bound
students of the Tyndale Biscoe
School, along with pedestrians,
bore the brunt of the blast as an
unidentified militant threw a

grenade at a security force vehi- -

cle on Lal Chowk around 2.40
p.m. It caused a crater on the
road and a number of vehicles
were damaged:

“We could not see who hurled
the grenade as the street was

™E iy

overcrowded,” said a pohceman.

The blast, which occurred at
2.40 p.m. hardly 50 yards from
office of The Hindu, brought
traffic to a halt. The boys’ school
adjoins the Mallinson Girls’
School, both run by Christian
missionaries.

Parents who came to the
school to pick up their children
cried for help. The injured chil-
dren, who were in-a state of
shock, took shelter on the school
premises. They were taken to

hospital in pohce vans.

People were in tears on seeing
blood-soaked uniforms. Blood-
stained school bags lay near the
school gates.

The two women, who died of
their injuries in the Sher-e-
Kashmir Institute of Medical
Sciences, have not been identi-
fied. Director Sheikh Jalal said
two children, who were in a crit-
ical condition, were operated on.
“We have received 17 injured

people.” L
///' /



U.S. names Bangladesh
outfit a terrorist group

Harakat's hand suspected in attempt

Haroon Habib

DHAKA; The United States has
named the Harakat ul-Jihad-I-
Islangt organisation of Bangla-
desh s a “terrorist group” hav-
inng ¥ilks with the Al-Qaeda.

the “selected terrorist groups”
in the U.S. State Department’s
“Country Reports on Terrorism
for 2004,” released recently.
“Bangladesh supports the global
war on terror but its ability to
combat terrorism is under-
mined by various factors and its
long practice of moderate Islam
is -intreasingly under threat
fromy ‘extremists,” says the re-

04 NAY 2008

A ; ¢
port released on April 24 It
mentioned Harakat’s suspected
involvement in an attempt on
the life of the former Prime
Minister, Sheikh Hasina, and in
explosions at cultural gather-

_ ‘ . ings in many parts of the
YHe grodp has been listed in-

country.

Aim of Islamic rule

The avowed mission of Hara-
kat is to establish Islamic rule in
Bangladesh. It has connections
to Pakistani militant groups
such as Harakat ul-Jihad-1-1sla-
mi and Harakat ul-Mujahidin,
which advocate similar objec-
tives in Pakistan and Jammu
and Kashmir, said the report

e,

on Hasina's life . 18

adding, “these groups all main-
tain contacts with the Al-Qaeda
network in Afghanistan.” The
report said' Bangladesh’s long
tradition of inclusive, moderate
Islam is increasingly under
threat from extremists.

The report said Bangladesh,
with U.S. technical assistance, is
strengthening police institu-
tions. The J.S. is assisting Ban-
gladesh in developing laws to
enhance banking supervision
and enforcement.

Appreciating the Dhaka’s ef-
forts, the report said it is com-
mitted to enforcing UN.
Security Council resolutions
and actions related to terrorism.
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Al Qaida talks of

targeting Vatican

Cairo/Baghdad, April 30

THE DEPUTY of al-Qaida’s
frontman in Irag, Abu Musab al
Zarqawi, has asked for orders to
attack the White House and the
Vatican, according to an audio-
tape posted on the internet on
Saturday. This is believed to be
the first time an al-Qaida leader
has specifically talked of attack-
ing the headquarters of the Ro-
man Catholic Church.

This follows a similar audio-
tape posted on Friday by Zar-
qawi himslef, threatening more
attacks against US forces in Irag
and urging followers to be wary
of any US attempts at dialogue.
Zarqgawi also took a swipe at Shia
Muslims - considered heretical
by the largely Sunni al-Qaida —
calling them “rotten.”

“After conducting a technical
analysis, we assess with high
confidence that the voice is that
of Abu Musab al-Zarqawi,” said
a US intelligence official who
spoke on condition of anonymi-
ty. The voice on the tape directly
addresses US President George
W. Bush. “You, Bush, we will not
rest until we avenge our dignity,”
the voice said. “We will not rest
while your army is here as long
as there is a pulse in our veins.”

Zarqawi refers to a newspaper
article he said was dated March
19. The tape urged his followers
to step up attacks on US soldiers.

“Move ahead with God’s bless-

ing,” the voice commands. “Be-
fore the fall of this night, I want
to see your swords dripping with
the blood of your enemy.”

The speaker warns followers
against any US overtures for dia-
logue, a reference to attempts by
Iraqi leader Ayad Allawi to per-
suade Iraqi insurgents to lay
down their arms.

“Be aware, these are the dev-
il's tricks,” he warns.

The speaker also blasted Iraqi
Sunni Muslim clerics for failing
to support the insurgency.
“Where are the Sunni scholars?
Why we do not hear their voic-
es?” he asks. :

AP/AFP



Naxalites and Ulfa
put on US terror Tist

b
H. Khogen Singh
New Delhi, April 28

THE UNITED Liberation Front of
Asom (Ulfa) has become the first mil-
itant outfit in the north-east to be
designated a terrorist organisation
by the United States.

In its Country Reports on Terror-
ism, 2004, released by the State De-
partment on Wednesday, the Ulfa has
been put on the Other Selected Ter-
rorist Organisations (OSTQ) list.
Groups on the OSTO list are those
that do not target the national secu-
rity of the US or its citizens.

The report also added the Com-
munist Party of India (Maoist),
formed by the merger of various
Maoist groups, to the OSTO list, and
expanded the description of Lashk-
er-e-Tayyeba (LeT) to include its op-

P L
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eration under various fronts and
names of convenience.

Describing the Ulfa as "north-east
India's most prominent insurgent
group,” the report says it conducts
hit and run operations on security
forces in Assam, selective assassina-
tions and explosions in public places.

In spite of important functionar-
ies having surrendered, incidents of
violence continue, though on a less-
er scale. The Ulfa reportedly pro-
cures and trades in arms with other
militant groups and gets aid from
unknown external sources, the re-
port adds.

Former Assam chief minister
Prafulla Mahanta is known to have
pushed for branding Ulfa as a terror-
ist outfit because of its links with Is-
lamic terror groups of Bangladesh.
There were also demands that the US

designate the NSCN and the Nation-
al Democratic Front of Bodoland as
terrorist groups.

The report cited India as an “im-
portant ally” in the global war on ter-
ror and underlined both countries’
continuing political commitment to
combating terrorism together. It not-
ed the important changes in India’s
counter-terrorism legislation, partic-
ularly the repeal of the Prevention of
Terrorism Act (Pota) and its replace-
ment by a revamped Unlawful Activi-
ties Prevention Act (ULPA). It
stressed that India suffered from
“hundreds of terrorist attacks” dur-
ing the year, particularly in Kashmir,
the northeast, and the “Naxalite belt”
and noted the Indian government’s
engagement with its neighbours in
supporting Bhutanese and Nepalese
counter-terrorism efforts.
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"~ global

given a buri

By Indrani Bagchn/TNN(\U

New Delhi: The US has killed
its annual report on global ter-
rorism. The US state depart-
ment’s “Global Patterns of
Terrorism” will now be re-
placed by a simpler “Country
Reports on Global Terrorism”.

The “Global Patterns...” re
port was generally regarded as
the last word on trends in glob-
al terrorism, listing and pro-
scribing terrorist groups from
around the world.

It was one US report that the
Indian government eagerly
awaited every year. It served
as a vindication of the

of

Condoleezza Rice

terror

secretary of state, Condoleez-
za Rice, shortly after she
took over.

In 2004, the US administra-
tion suffered a huge humilia-
tion of having to retract this
report after it became clear
that it had under-reported the
number of terrorist attacks,
which was a central plank for
US President George Bush’s
claim that the US was winning
the war on terrorism.

According to Larry John-
son, a former CIA official,
writing in a counter-terrorism
blog, if the number of signifi-
cant attacks in 2003 was 172, in
2004, they had jumped to 655,

In 2004, the Bush
administration suffered the
humiliation of having to
retract this report after it
became clear that it had
under-reported the number

terrorist attacks

degree and kind of terrorism
that India regularly faces,
particularly at the hands
of Pakistan-sponsored jihadi
groups.

The new report, said US offi-
cials at the embassy here,
would be submitted to the US
Senate on April 30, but signifi-
cantly, it will be devoid of any
data. “The statistical appendix
will not be there,” said a
spokesperson of the US em-
bassy.

However, he said, the report
would have several new ele-
ments like a list of “umbrella”
terrorist groups and one on
“global jihadi networks”. Ac-
cording to sources, the deci-
sion to kill the report was tak-
en by the new US

the highest since 1985. Of
these, 300 attacks happened in
Jammu and Kashmir alone,
particularly in a year when the
India-Pakistan peace process
was on. The figures, which he
said, came from the newly-cre-
ated National Counter-terror-
ism Centre, did not include the
attacks in Iraq.

The all-important statlstlcs
are expected to be released by
the National Counter-terror-
ism Centre, though no dates
for that have been set.

For India, it is a loss of sorts,
because for years, New Delhi
has lobbied with the US gov-
ernment to proscribe Pak-
istani groups like Lashkar-e-
Toiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed
in this report.

28 KPR 2005
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19/11 accused
to plead guil\;y

Washington: jcarias
Moussaoui,
the only }.
person in
the Us
charged in
connection
with the
September
11 terrorist
attacks, re-
portedly
plans to Z Moussaoui
plead guilty and accept death
penalty.

A media report said on
Tuesday that the French citi-
zen, who tried to plead guilty
in 2002 claiming to have an
intimate knowledge of the
plane hijackings but rescind-
ed his plea later raising
doubts about his mental
competence, could enter a
guilty plea as early as this
week if US district judge
Leonie M Brinkema finds
him mentally competent to
stand trial. In recent letters
to the government and
Brinkema, Moussaoui said
he was willing to accept the
possibility of a death sen-
tence, which, The Washing-
ton Post said, could resolve a
key point of contention—
that prosecutors are unlikely
to drop their insistence for
capital punishment.

If Brinkema accepts the
plea, she will probably set a
death penalty trial, at which
jurors will decide if Mous-
saoui should be executed.
Moussaoui was indicted in
December 2001, but his trial
has been delayed three
times. For most of the past
two years, the case has been
tied up in the appellate
courts in a dispute over
Moussaoui’s access to key Al
Qaida witnesses. If he ac-
cepts a guilty plea, sources
said, Birkema would proba-
bly set a date for the trial. rn

20 Apr 2008
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bus run

QUEST FOR PEACE HITS A CAULDRON: The blazing Tourist Reception Centre in Srinagar during Wadnesday's shootout between the CRPF and militants, — AFP

SRINAGAR/NEW DELHI, Aprif 6.
~ On the eve of the inaugural run of
the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad peace bus,
two militants today carried out a fiday-
een attack on the Tourist Reception
Centre where several passengers had
been accommodated. The TRC is
barely 50 metres from the Sher-e-
Kashmir stadium from where Dr
Manmohan Singh and Mrs Sonia
Gandhi will flag off the bus tomorrow.
Both the militants were killed in an

87 APR 2085

encounter with the CRPE. Three civil-
ians were injured. e
Late this evening, the Prime
Minister and his senior Cabinet col-
leagues reviewed the situation in the
Valley. Describing the attack as
“unfortunate”, Dr Singh said the bus -
named Kaarwan-e-Aaman (caravan of
peace) — would get going tomorrow.
“The peace process and the journey of
peace will go on. These are desperate
acts of desperate people,” he said.
Four militant outfits, that warned pas-
sengers against travelling by the bus,
have claimed responsibility. A caller

T™E ST ATESMAN

introducing himself as Sameer Abdu-

"Hlah, spokesman for Al-Nasireen, Al-

Arifeen, Save Kashmir Movement and
Farzandan-e-Millat outfits, telephoned
news agencies here and owned up.

This is the second setback for the
J&K government within a couple of
days. Earlier, militants had leaked the
confidential list of passengers booked
on the inaugural run.

At 3,50 p.m., two militants, dressed
as traffic policemen, entered the TRC
from the transport yard nearby. A CR-
PF man shot one of the militants while
his accomplice ran to the first floor

where he was killed in an encounter.

Passengers at the TRC were shifted
to an undisclosed destination within
10 minutes of the attack.

Mr Saroop Singh, DIG, CRPF, said
the militants had set fire to the com-
plex during the shootout. Within min-
utes, a major part of the complex that
houses the departments of tourism,
protocol and many airline companies,
was gutted. Employees were rescued.
It took three hours to douse the blaze.

On her return from Dandi, Mrs
Sonia Gandhi confirmed that she
would visit Srinagar tomorrow.

“No religion allows violence,” was
Pakistan’s reaction. “WEk condemn the
attack,” foreign minisfer Mr Khurshid
Mehmood Kasuri said, adds PTI from
Islamabad. Mr Farooq Haider,. a
senior PoK official, said the bus would
run as per schedule. “Violence will not
delay the bus service. Pakistan con-
demns the attack in the strongest pos-

sible terms,” foreign office spokesm?z/ T

Mr Jalil Abbas Jilani said. “The b
service is a humanitarian gesture to
reunite the divided families. The trav-
ellers have committed no crime.”
More reperts on page 4
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. Srinagar: Despite foxﬁes imposing the |

Ultras strike despite

' By M Saleem Pandi au\d RLman Roy/TNN' |

most intense security network in a
year in Srinagar and large parts of the
Valley on Tuesday to ensure safe pas-
sage of people taking the bus to Muzaf-
farabad on Thursday, militants man-

' aged to strike at several places, injur-

ing at least seven civilians.
The seven were injured when an im-
provised explosive device (IED) explod-

! ed at Hanjiveera in Pattan, 24 km from

Srinagar, along the Srinagar-Muzaf-
farabad road in Baramulla district. Pat-

. tan is considered one of the most dan-
| gerous areas along the bus route. Three

of those critically injured have been
shifted to a Srinagar hospital.

In a pre-emptive mop up, the police
and other security agencies scoured

. their lists of potential trouble-makers

. and pro-Pakistan elements and arrested over 300 peo-
ple. Besides, dozens of checkposts have been erected in
Srinagar, from where PM Manmohan Singh and Con-
gress president Sonia Gandhi are scheduled to flag off
. the bus to Muzaffarabad on Thursday morning.

06 arr 2003

A civilian m]ured in a landmine
explosion is treated at a
Srinagar hospital on Tuesday

e extra security

\141 O LET “’G""“

Meanwhile, during a routine comb-

ing operation along the 125-km route |

from Srinagar to Kaman Bridge, the |
last Indian point on the Line of Con- :

trol, on Tuesday, a BSF patrol stum-

explosives placed on the highway near
Pattan. The explosives, enough to
blow up several cars and buses, were
safely defused later.

At Wadoora in Badgam district, away
from the bus route but still considered a
militant hub, soldiers, acting on a tip-off,
raided a house and fought a pitched bat-

Both militants were killed while no mil-
itary casualties were reported. Also, at
Zainipora town of Pulwama district,
two militants were killed in a similar op-
eration. Authorities refused to divuige

j bled upon tins packed with 130 kg of

8 tle with two militants holed up inside.

details and the names of the groups to .

which the militants in either battle be-

longed to. Although the police headquarters in Srinagar
confirmed that preventive arrests were underway; it re-
fused to give out any numbers. “No separatist leader has
been arrested so far, but several people have been placed
under surveillance,” said H K Lohia, DIG police.
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Iraq-USstrike on -
terror camp kllls S0

AP

A US commando takes cover during the operation

Associated Press
Baghdad, March 23

A RAID by US and Iraqi forces on a suspected rebel
trajining camp left 80 militants dead, the single
biggest one-day death toll for rebels in months and
the latest in a series of blows to the country's in-
surgency, Iraqi officials said on Wednesday.

Meanwhile, politicians helping shape a post-
election government expected within days, said ne-
gotiators are considering naming a Sunni Arab as
defence minister in a move aimed at bringing Sun-
ni Arabs into the political process - and perhaps de-
flate the insurgency they lead.

The US military announced late on Tuesday that
its air and ground forces backed Iraqi commandos
during a noontime raid on a suspected guerrilla
training camp near Lake Tharthar in central Iraq.
Seven commandos died, the US military said, but

it didn't give a death toll for rebels.

Iraqgi officials said on Wednesday that 80 rebels
died in the clash - the largest number of rebels
killed in a single battle since the US Marine-led No-
vember attack on the former insurgent stronghold
of Fallujah that left more than 1,000 dead. On Sun-
day, the US forces had killed 26 assailants after
they were ambushed south of Baghdad.

There was further violence on Wednesday as a
mortar shell landed on an elementary school in
western Baghdad, killing at least one child and in-
juring three others, according to a police official
who asked not to be named out of fear of retribu-
tion by attackers.

On the political front, Abbas Hassan Mousa al-
Bayati, a top member of the United Iraqi Alliance,
said negotiators from his Shia-dominated bloc and
a Kurdish coalition could tap a Sunni Arab to head
the ministry of defence, which oversees the Iraqi
army battling the insurgency. "The defence min-
istry will go to a Sunni Arab because we do not
want Arab Sunnis to feel that they are margin-
alised,” al-Bayati asserted.

Sunni Arabs, dominant under ousted dictator
Saddam Hussein, largely stayed away from the
January 30 ballot amid calls for them to boycott
and threats against voters by the Sunni-led rebel-
lion. Political leaders have in the past announced
plans on filling cabinet positions, only to reverse
themselves later.

Al-Bayati said his group and the Kurdish coali-
tion, which together won 215 seats in the new 275-
seat National Assembly, were expected to name a
President on Saturday, the next step toward form-
ing a new government. Kurdish leader Jalal Tala-
bani is expected to fill the post.

Fuad Masoum, a member of the Kurdish negoti-
ating team, said no definitive decisions on the
makeup of the 32-member cabinet had been made.
He declined to confirm that a Sunni Arab will be
named defence minister, but said that it was an op-
tion under consideration.

Handing the post to a Sunni Arab could help un- -
dermine support for the insurgency, while assuag-
ing Sunni fears that the Shias will dominate all as-
pects of the country's upcoming government. The
army chief of staff could be a Shia, al-Bayati said.

He added that his bloc was pressing for a Shia to
head the interior ministry, which oversees the po-
lice - Iraq's other main security force - and that a
Kurd could become foreign mipister.

-
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/ Delhi outrage over
“+» Kanishka verdict:~

NEW DELHI, March 17.
— India has expressed
outrage over the acquittal
of Ripudaman Singh Mal-
ik (58) and Ajaib Singh
Bagri (55) in the Kanishka
bombing case by a Canadi-
an court. A government
spokesman said today:
“We share the sense of
outrage among the rela-
tives and friends of those
who lost their lives in that
attack... after almost two
decades, the culprits have
not been brought to acco-
unt.” He added: “We can
only share the hopes of all
those affected by this
tragedy that one day, jus-
tice may yet be done.”

“Terrorism is recognised
today as an action for
which there can be no jus-
tification under any cir-
cumstances. It cannot have
a rationale or a context
and the vast majority of
nations and people reject it
outrightly,” he said.

The British Columbia
Supreme Court delivered
the judgment yesterday,
acquitting the two due to
lack of evidence in the
case, which India has des-
cribed as the “most hei-
nous terrorist attack in
civil aviation history”.

The verdict ended a
two-year trial in Canada’s
worst case of mass murder
and the deadliest terrorist
strikes before 9/11 which
killed 331 persons. Mr
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Justice 1an Josephson said
the prosecution’s key wit-
nesses were not credible.

“Words are incapable of
adequately conveying the
senseless horror of these
crimes,” said Mr Justice
Josephson, who heard the
case without a jury at the
defendants’ request. How-
ever, he dismissed the cre-
dibility of prosecution wit-
nesses, including a woman
who said Malik told her of a
plan to smuggle two bombs
on flights from Vancouver
that would be transferred
to two Air India jets.

The defendants were |
released immediately. Ma- |
lik smiled as he swept thr- |
ough a crowd, surrounded
by police to a waiting car. |

Kin shocked: page 3 |
f
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Court acqu;fps
Kanishka

]

dCCUSE

Agence France-Presse
Vancouver, March 16

A CANADIAN judge on Wednes-
day acquitted two Sikh men ac-
cused of murdering 329 people in
an Air India jet bombing off the
coast of Ireland in 1985.

In a stunning verdict which re-
duced some relatives of victims
in the court to tears, Justice Ian
Bruce Josephson threw out eight
counts of murder and conspiracy
against Ajaib Singh Bagri and
Ripudaman Singh Malik.

The judgements came after a
20-year investigation, and a 19-
month trial into the world’s worst
airborne terror strike prior to the
attacks of September 11, 2001.

“The Crown has not proven its
case against him beyond a rea-
sonable doubt,” said Josephson,
as he acquitted Malik, a promi-
nent member of western Cana-
da’s Sikh community.

As he delivered his judgement
against Bagri, Josephson said,
“The evidence has fallen remark-
ably short ... Ifind the Crown has
not proved his guilt beyond a rea-
sonable doubt.” Malik and Bagri,
orthodox Sikhs who immigrated
to Canada from Punjab, were ac-
cused of conspiring to plant suit-
case bombs on two aircraft.

Prosecutors claimed the Sikh
group built suitcase bombs on
Vancouver Island, bought air-
plane tickets, then planted the ex-
plosives on two flights from Van-
couver that connected with Air
India planes.

One bomb exploded in the hold
of Air India Flight 182 over the
Atlantic Ocean off the coast of Ir-
eland on June 23, 1985. All 329
people aboard the plane died.
Just 4 minutes earlier, the other
bomb had exploded at Japan’s
Narita airport, killing two bagga-

THE HIDUSTAN

Ajaib Singh gri (top) &
Ripudaman Singh Malik

ge handlers transferring suitcas-
es to Air India Flight 201. Both
Malik and Bagri were also acqu-
itted of involvement in that blast.

A third man, Inderjit Singh
Reyat was convicted in the Nari-
ta explosion and sentenced to 10
years, before he was charged
with the bomb on Flight 182. In
2003, just before the trial was to
begin, Reyat pleaded guilty to
manslaughter, and is serving a
five-year sentence.

Another immigrant to Canada,
Tarwinder Singh Parma, was the
alleged mastermind of the plot
and died in a 1992 police shootout
in India.
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“Terrorlsm disavows fu

By Vaiju Naravane

MADRID, MARCH 8. At the ap-
proach of the first anniversary
of the deadly train bombings
that killed nearly 200 and in-
jured almost 2000 persons on
March 11, 2004, there is palpa-
ble tension in the Spanish cap-
ital with police patrolling the
underground transport systems
and surveillance teams man-
ning major crossroads.

Over 70000 police, NATO
planes and anti-aircraft batter-
ies have been deployed over
and around Madrid to provide
security for an international
conference on terrorism that
opened this morning.

More than a dozen heads of
state and Government are ex-
pected to participate including
Juan Carlos of Spain, Mo-
hammed VI of Morocco, the
U.N. Secretary-General Kofi An-
nan, and the E.U. foreign policy
supremo Javier Solana. The
conference, organised by the
Madrid Club, a non-profit orga-
nisation set up by 52 former
heads of state and Government,
is also being attended by 200 ex-
perts from over 20 countries.

According to the Spanish In-
terior Ministry, the police pres-
ence includes units specialised

in nuclear, biological an
chemical attacks.

Inaugurating the conference,
Spain’s Prince Felipe said: “Ter-
rorism is a threat to life. It dis-
avows fundamental rights,
denies liberty and attacks the le-
gality of the state. It is thus the
enemy of democracy. Its eradi-
cation is a priority,” adding that
Spain and the world would nev-
er forget “the profound grief of
the hours” following the March
11 attacks.

Daily struggle

But away from the confer-
ence venue, survivors of the
Madrid carnage continue to
face a daily struggle. “A year
spent mutilated — it’s just end-
less,” said Juanita, a young stu-
dent who has undergone
multiple operations. For her,
life has become an unending
nightmare of surgery, physical
re-education,  administrative
battles — and a numbing feel-
ing of isolation.

Clara Escribano was injured
in the blasts at Santa  Eugenia
station. "I regained conscious-
ness for a couple of moments in
the destroyed railway carriage. I
shall never forget that moment.
Total silence, nothing but blood
and corpses. There is a pre-

ﬁ s\ CY‘
March 11, and then thete

s a
post-March 11, and foy me
nothing can change that,’\ said

the 46-year old paediatric nurse
who has been unable to return
to work since.

Though the March 11 bomb-
ings jolted the European Union
(E.U.) into action in the war
against terrorism, efforts to set
up greater pan-European coop-
eration have failed. A year after
the appointment of the Nether-
lands’ Gijs de Vries as the E.U.’s
anti-terrorism coordinator, the
fight remains firmly in the
hands of national governments.

The E.U. countries have tried
to harmonise regulations on
how long records of electronic
data transfer or tapped phone
calls should be preserved. But
the toughest challenge has the
highly sensitive area of intelli-
gence sharing. In general, intel-
ligence services are reluctant to
divulge information except
within the framework of a bilat-
eral agreement.

Internecine quarrels

But at national level, police
and security agencies appear to
‘be faring no better. Nearly a
year after March 11, a commit-
tee of enquiry into the Madrid
blasts is bogged down in inter-

pda ental rights”’

necine quarrels that have drawn
bitter contempt from survivors.
The split inside the panel is be-
tween the opposition right-
wing Popular Party (PP) in pow-
er at the time of the attacks, and
just about all the other Spanish
political parties. The PP’s deci-
sion to blame the Basque sep-
aratist organisation ETA for the
attacks cost it the election as
most Spaniards felt they had
been lied to.

In total, 74 suspects, most of
them Moroccans residing in
Spain, have been identified by
Spanish authorities for their
suspected roles in the attacks
and 22 have been placed in pre-
ventive detention. Last year, 144
suspected Islamist militants
were arrested in Spain. Several
Pakistani nationals are among
those arrested.

Spain’s Interior Minister, jose
Antonio Alonso, said on Mon-
day that Spain was “confronted
with a significant level of risk of
new attacks, more than in other
countries.

The responsibility for the at-
tacks clearly centres on a group
linked to the global Al-Qaeda
network,” he said. “The attacks
were carried out with money,
means and equipment gathered
in Spain.”
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Indonesia urges resp

for Bashir court decision

The Jakarta Post/ANN _

JAKARTA, March 4. —
Indonesia urged foreign
critics today to respect a
court decision sentencing
a radical Muslim cleric to
just 30 months in jail for
involvement in the 2002
Bali bombings and acquit-
ting him of more serious
terrorism charges.

The USA and its key al- )

ly Australia, who see Abu
Bakar Bashir as the head
of the Al-Qaida-linked re-
gional militant network
Jemaah Islamiyah, have
criticised the verdict and
sentence delivered yester-
day as too lenient.
“Indonesia is a democra-
¢y where we have to re-
spect the judicial process,”
ministry of foreign affairs’
spokesman Mr Marty Na-
talegawa said. “Our posi-
- tion has always been one of
tull respect of the judicial
* process. That also includes

Abu Bakar Bashir during his trial
in Jakarta on Thursday. — AFP
the matter of sentences.”
Mr Natalegawa said noi-
ther country had contacted

the Indonesian  govern-
ment to complain and that
time needed to be given to
the prosecution to decide
if it would appeal against
the court’s decision.

“This is purely a legal
process and we don’t ex-
pect any communication

‘that is intergovernment:l

in nature.” he said.

THE STA TESMAM

The court found the 66-
year- -old cleric gullty of an
“evil conspiracy” to commit
the Bali nightclub bomb-
ings that killed 202 people,
including 88 Australian
tourists. But it ruled him
not guilty of more serious
charges of ordering the
bombings. or involvement
in the 2003 blast at the JW
Marriott Hotel in Jakarta
that killed 12 people.

Mr Natalegawa said In-

- donesia, unlike many coun-

tries, had processcd its ter-
rorism suspects through the
courts. “I know of many far
more high profile cases
where the perpetrators are
still at large, or if they have
heen caught remain incar-
cerated without any proper
trial,” he said.

Some lawyers and securi-
ty experts have said the
case against Bashir was
hurt by weak evidence and
reluctant witnesses. They
suy one hurdie faced by the
prosecution was that some

05 MAR 2005

evidence remained in the
hands of the USA and its
allics. who are holding po-
tentially key witnosses, in-
cluding senior Indonesian
Jamaah Islamiyah member
Hambali, in seclusion.
Australia warning
New terrorist attacks are
possible in a backlash by
SUpPOTters of Bashir over
his jailing, Australia’s sc-
nior police officer said in
Sydney today, adds a repo-
rt. Australian Federal Po-
lice commissioner

Mr
Mick Keelty said intelli- .

gence agencies would be

updating terror threat as-
sessments taking into ac-
count a possible violent re-
sponsc from Bashir’s sup-

porters.
USA disappointed

The USA has expressed |
the !
prison term awdrdcd to Ba- !
shir, saying the “results are

dlsdppomtmcm' at

not commensurate  with
Bashir's culpability .

PTr
adds [rom Washington,
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Kill 17 in Iraq®

‘Suicide blasts

at mosques

W
NG

OMAR ANWAR AND
MARIAM KAROUNY
BAGHDAD, FEBRUARY 18

SUICIDE bombers killed
atleast 17 people in attacks on
two Shia mosques in Baghdad
on Friday as thousands of
Iraq’s majority Muslim sect
commemorated Ashura.

In the first attack, a man
wearing an explosives-packed
vest merged into a crowd near
amosque in the Doura district
of southwestern Baghdad and
blew himself up, survivors said.
The blast killed 14 people and
wounded atleast 40.

Seon afterwards, an explo-
sion shook a second Shia

. mosque in western Baghdad,

the US. Military and police
sources said.

- Police initially blamed that
blast on a mortar strike but
later said two suicide bombers
approached a crowd outside
the mosque. They were spot-
ted by police, who shot them,
but one still blew himself up,
killing three people and
wounding five. Iraq’s national
security adviser, Mowaffaq al-
Rubaie, told CNN he believed

Mourners carry the coffin of a Shia militiaman..Reuters

i

AbuMusab al-Zarqawi, a Jor-
danian militant who is al
Qaeda’sleader inIraq, wasbe-
hind the attacks.

The attacks came as thou-
sands of Shias marched
through the city for Ashuraina

~ show of strength a day after a

Shia alliance was confirmed as
the winner of last month’s his-
toric election, handing the
community power for the first
time. Dressed in black for
mourning and holding aloft
green banners bearing the
name of Imam Hussein, the
martyred grandson of the
prophet Mohammad, thou-
sands filled central Baghdad for
the Ashura march.

Abdul-Aziz  al-Hakim,

- leader of the Supreme Coun-

cil for the Islamic Revolution
in Iraq (SCIRI), the main
party in the Shia alliance that
won the Jan. 30 election, ad-
dressed the crowd with a mes-
sage of political conciliation.

“I call on all Iraqis to unite
and I assure everyone the Iraq
we want is a unified and secure
Iraq where every citizen, with-
out exception, enjoys justice
and equality,” Hakim said.

'NDIAN Ey, PRECT

1 9 FEB 2009



'\ - Sept 11 report cites several

vWarnlngs about hijackings

By Erlc Lichtblau

Washington: In the months
before the Sept. 11 attacks,
federal aviation officials re-
viewed dozens of intelli-
gence reports that warned
about Osama bin Laden and
Al Qaeda, some of which
specifically discussed airline
hijackings and suicide opera-
tions, according to a previ-
ously undisclosed report
from the 9/11 commission.

But aviation officials were
"lulied into a false sense of
security” and "intelligence
that indicated a real and
growing threat leading up to
9/11 did not stimulate signif-
icant increases in security
procedures,” the commission
report conciuded.

The report discloses that
the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration, despite being fo-
cused on risks of hijackings
overseas, warned airports in
the spring of 2001 that if "the
intent of the hijacker is not to
exchange hostages for prison-
ers, but to commit suicideina
spectacular explosion, a do-
mestic hijacking would prob-
ably be preferable.”

The report takes the FALA.
to task for failing to pursue
domestic security measures
that could conceivably have
altered the events of Sept. 11,

The report said that aviation officials were lulied
into a false sense of security

2001, like toughening airport
screening procedures for
weapons or expanding the
use of on-flight air marshals.
The report, completed last
August, said officials ap-
peared more concerned with
reducing airline congestion,
lessening delays, and easing
airlines' financial woes than
deterring a terrorist attack.
The Bush administration
has blocked the public release
of the full, classified version
of the report for more than
five months, officials said,
much to the frustration of for-
mer commission members
who say it provides a critical
understanding of the failures

THE TIMES OF INDIA 4

of the civil aviation system.
The administration provided
both the classified report and
a declassified, 120-page ver-
sion to the National Archives
two weeks ago and, even with
heavy redactions in some ar-
eas, the declassified version
provides the firmest evidence
to date about the warnings
that aviation officials received
concerning the threat of an at-
tack on airliners and the fail-
ure to take steps to deter it.
Among other things, the
report says that leaders of
the FA A. received 52 intelli-
gence reports from their se-
curity branch that men-
tioned Mr. bin Laden or Al

Qaeda from April to Sept. 10,
2001. That represented half
of all the intelligence sum-
maries in that time.

Five of the inteliigence re-
ports specifically mentioned
Al Qaeda's training or capa-
bility to conduct hijackings,
the report said. Two men-
tioned suicide operations, al-
though not connected to avia-
tion, the report said.

A spokeswoman for the
FAA., the agency that bears
the brunt of the commission’s
criticism, said Wednesday that
the agency was well aware of
the threat posed by terrorists
before Sept. 11 and took sub-
stantive steps to counter it, in-
cluding the expanded use of ex-
plosives detection units.

"We had a lot of informa-
tion about threats," said the
spokeswoman, Laura J.
Brown. "But we didn't have
specific information about
means or methods that would
have enabled us to tailor any
countermeasures.”

She added: "After 9/11, the
FA.A. and the entire aviation
community took bold steps to
improve aviation security,
such as fortifying cockpit
doors on 6,000 airplanes, and
those steps took hundreds of
millions of dollars to imple-
ment.” Nyt News Service




2  THE STATES!

Basque terrorists detonat
ed a car bomb outsid¢
Madrid’s convention cen-
tre and prospective Olym-
pic Games venue today,
hours before a joint visit
~ by the King of Spain and
. the President of Mexico.

. At least 43 people, inclu-
ding five policemen who
had been clearing the area,
were injured in the explo-
sion, although none seri-
ously. King Juan Carlos
and President Fox were
due to open an art fair at
the convention centre a
few hours after the bomb
exploded during the morn-
ing rush hour.

Members of the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee
assessing Madrid’s bid to
host the 2012 Olympic
Games had visited the
venue last week.

The bomb attack coin-
cided with a big police
operation  in northern
Spain against ETA, the
Basque separatist organi-
sation, which had given
warning of the explosion in
a Basque-language news-
paper. Fourteen suspects
were arrested in the Bas-
que country, Navarra, Va-
{encia and Cadiz. Mr Jose
Luis Rodriguez Zapatero,
the Spanish Prime Minis-
ter, condemned the attack

and told ETA that “bombs
lead only to prison”. ;

4 0 FEB 2008
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Associated Press ( (U" Y{(-C
Baghdad, February 7 \

MILITANTS STRUCK at Iragi po-
lice forces with a suicide bomb, a
car bomb and mortars in the
cities of Mosul and Bagouba on
Monday, killing at least 30 people
as they pressed their campaign to
undermine the nation’s fledgling
security forces.

The deadliest attack came in
Bagouba, where a car bomb ex-
ploded outside the gates of a
provincial police headquarters,
killing 15 people and wounding
17. Many of the victims were
there to seek jobs as policemen.

In Mosul, a suicide bomber
blew himself up inside the com-
pound of Jumhouri Teaching
Hospital, killing 12 policemen
guarding the site and injuring
four others. The bomb went off
outside the hospital building,
hospital director Tahseen Ali
Mahmoud al-Obeidi said. Wit-
nesses said the bomber called the
police officers over to him and
then blew up among the crowd.

“I heard an explosion. When 1
went to check, I saw bodies every-
where,” Al-Obeidi said. The
ground was soaked with blood.

L

AP

fragi soidiers check a car for
bombs in Baghdad on Monday.

Nurses collected body parts, put-
ting them in bags.

In a posting on a website, the
Al-Qaida in Traq group, led by Jor-
danian militant Abu Musab al-
Zargawi, said “a lion from the
Martyrs Brigade” wearing an ex-
plosives belt managed to get in-
side a police post at the Mosul

30 digirt_;ﬂ;se;‘izﬁ an blasts

hospital. The claim could not be
verified. There was no claim for
the Bagouba attack.

Also on Monday, militants
shelled a police station in Mosul
with more than a dozen mortar
rounds, killing three civilians.

The attacks were the latest sign

" that insurgents are stepping up

attacks against Irag’s security
forces, which the US hopes can as-
sume a greater role in fighting the
rebels once a newly elected gov-
ernment takes office.

The violence and kidnappings

raise new concerns about securi-
ty following a brief downturn in
violence after the first nation-
wide polls since the fall of Sad-
dam Hussein in April 2003.
UN officials suspended: Secre-
tary-General Kofi Annan sus-
pended the head of the UN oil-
for-food program in Iraq and a
senior official who dealt with
contracts, following an inde-
pendent investigation that accu-
sed them of misconduct. Benon
Sevan, in charge of the $64 bil-
lion humanitarian program, and
Joseph Stephanides, who heads
the UN Security Council Affairs
Division, were told they had
been suspended with pay.

06 FEB 2004
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'Al-Qaida grows

in Bangladesh

(PN O - COA 7 s

D/ B
Agencies
New York, January 24

GROUPS, INCLUDING so-
me with possible links wi-
th the al-Qaida, are gaining
in strength in areas of
Bangladesh bordering In-
dia, where the government
has little control, a US dai-
1y claimed on Monday.

“Bangladesh is becom-
ing increasingly important
to groups like the al-Qaida
because it has been off
everyone’s radar screen”,
an investigative article in
the New York Times said,
quoting an expert, Zachary
Abuza.

“The al-Qaida is going to
have to figure out where
they can regroup, where
they have the physical ca-
pability to assemble — and
Bangladesh is one of these
key places”, the report
quotes Abuza as saying.

Bangladesh has consis-
tently denied the presence
of militant camps on its
territory. The New York
Times report also stressed
that Islamist militants
have carried out most atta-
cks against other members
of religious minorities,
including Hindus, Chris-
tians, Buddhists — and
even moderate Muslims
considered out of step wi-
th the doctrines espoused
at madarssas.

The report says a man
who waged jehad in Afgha-
nistan and was now settled
in the border areas has fo-
rmed a group called Jagra-
ta Muslim Janata Banglad-
esh (Awakened WMuslim

EYE OF TERROR

m A man who waged je-
had in Afghanistan and
has now settied some-
where on the Indo-
Bangla border has
formed a group that
wants to Talibanise the
country

® Bangla Bhai, as he is
called, is ‘determined’
and ‘violent’ the NYT
report says

® Bangla Bhai wants men
to sport beards and
women burkhas

m His sworn enemy is a
group of Leftist
marauders

Masses of Bangladesh),
and wants to bring a Talib-
an-type regime in the cou-
ntry. The man, ‘Bangla
Bhai’, is “determined and
violent” and seems to have
enough — perhaps 10,000
~—lightly armed adherents
to make his rule stick.

He identified himself as
Azizur Rahman and, more
recently, as Siddqui Islam.

He is now going to bring
Talibanisation to his part
of the country, he says, and
wants men to wear beards
and women burkhas in a
place which, the article no-
tes, is religiously diverse.

His sworn enemy, the
article says, is a “some-
what derelict — but still
dangerous — group of
Leftist marauders”, who
are popularly known as the
Purbo Banglar Communi-
st Party.
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-~ Militants storm
passport office

o

SRINAGAR, JAN. 3 Piercing tight
security arrangements ahead of
the Republic Day, militants to-
ddy stormed a regional passport
office inside an indoor stadium
kge;re, triggering a gunbattle with
secunty forces which left three
jawans injured and two missing.

«Two heavily-armed militants

. aof sthe Al-Mansoorian outfit,

hurImg a grenade and firing in-
distiminately, barged into the
stadium around 4.15 p.m. CRPF
personnel on guard returned
the fire and the entire area was
cordoned off, official sources
said.

The indoor stadium is adja-
cent to the Bakshi Stadium, the
main venue of the Republic Day
function.

Three security personnel, in-
cluding a CRPF sub-inspector,
received bullet injuries. Two
CPRF jawans were found mis-
sing in the evening roll call.

The guns fell silent as dusk
descended and security forces
adopted a “wait-and-watch”

tactic to prevent the militants
from escaping under the cover
of darkness, the sources said.

The militants gained entry in-
to the passport office through
the compound of the vacant
youth hostel that was under
renovation.

A senior CRPF officer super-
vising the operation said an all-
out offensive would be
launched tomorrow.

Militants have stepped up at-
tacks on security installations,
Central government offices and
political workers as the admin-
istration is gearing for the twin
challenge of holding the Repub-
lic Day function and the civic
bodies’ elections in the State.

Last week, two militants of
the Al-Mansoorian outfit storm-
ed the Income Tax department
building at Barbarshah, killing
five security personnel before
both of them were shot dead. In
another incident, an Army Ma-
jor, two jawans and two mili-
tants were killed in a

+., In Srinagar

23-hour-long encounter at Ba-
lapora in Chadoora area of Bud-
gam district on Tuesday.

In an attempt to disrupt the
coming civic elections, mili-
tants of the Hizbul Mujahideen
today made a bid on the life of a
National Conference candidate,
Ghulam Mohammad Hakeem,
at a public rally. One person was
killed and 14 were injured.

Mr. Hakéem, a resident of
Kantibagh, was campaigning in
the Lal Bazar locality soon after
filing his nomination papers
when the militants lobbed a
grenade towards him, sources
said.

Mr. Hakeem escaped unhurt
but 15 persons, mostly his sup-
porters, were injured in the ex-
plosion. One of them later died
in hospital.

This is the first incident when
militants, opposed to the polis,
have targeted a candidate since
the civic elections, scheduled to
be held on February 1, were an-
nounced. — PTI



J&K militants storm I-T office

Four gunned
down in fierce
encounter

Agencies

Srinagar, January 7

TWO MILITANTS today storm-
ed the Income-Tax office buil-
ding in the heart of the city,
triggering a fierce gunbattle
with the security personnel
that left two securitymen and
both the extremists dead, while
five others, including three
senior officers. were injured.

The three-storey building
housing the IT Department in
the Barbarshah locality was
set on fire soon after the ter-
rorists stormed it around 3.45
pm hurling grenades and firing
indiscriminately. i

However, people — mostly
employees of the I-T Depart-
ment trapped inside the build-
ing — were rescued, CRPF spo-
kesman Neeraj Kumar said.
Kumar said the killing of the
fidayeen was confirmed by the
security personnel who en-
tered the building to carry out
searches.

He said the search in the bu-
ilding was suspended for the
night and would resume tomo-
rrow morning since there co-
uld be more arms and explo-
sives lying in the building.

The bodies of the militants
lying on the first floor of the
building have not been re-
moved by the search party be-
cause of apprehensions that
the militants might have explo-
sive tied to their bodies, Kumar
said. The body of a local polic-
eman. Ghulam Mohiuddin,
who was associated with the
security wing of the departme-
nt, was found inside a bunker
in the building, official sources
said. Mohiuddin was posted at
the entrance of the building.
His associate is also missing.

In the gunbattle, which last-
ed nearly two hours, CRPF
Commandant Rati Ram of the
37th Battalion, guarding the of-
fice, BSF Commandant M.S.
Rathore, Deputy Commandant
S. Rawat, constable Anil Godh-
ra and an I-T employee were in-
jured, the sources said.

Amid heavy gunfire and
leaping flames, the BSP and po-
lice rescued over 30 employees
of the IT office, including three
women and several CRPF per-
sonnel trapped inside the
building.

The injured officers were ad-
mitted to hospital where the
condition of Rawat, who func-
tions as staff officer of the DIG
of the BSF, was stated to be se-
rious, the sources said.

Income-Tax officials escape from their burning office building in Srinagar on Friday.

Close brush with death

Majid Jahangir
Srinagar, January 7

FOR THE 40-odd employ-
ees of the Income-Tax dep-
artment, rescued from the
two-storey buildings in the
heart of the city, it was a
close brush with death.

As the employees were
rescued by the security fo-
rces and journalists, they
all were in tears and some
female employees even fai-
nted soon after.

“It was a close shave
and, if the rescue operati-
on had got slightly delay-
ed, all of us would have pe-
rished in the crossfire”,
cried a female employee of
the department. |

Gulzareen, the first I.T
officer to be rescued from
a building that was under
the blaze at that time, said
around 15 employees of
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the department were ho-
led up in her room.

“We were shouting and.
finally, some journalists
and security personnel to-
ok notice of us. “Tt was dif-
ficult for us to jump from
the first floor since all the

AFP
CRPF men rush towards the I-T huilding in Srinagar on Friday.

windows were meshed and
despite our efforts the
mesh could not be torn in
the first 15 minutes.

“Then, luckily. we man-
aged to tear it and got do-
wn through a ladder”, said
Gulzareen.
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“All of us managed to
get down”, she added. All
the employees, despite get-
ting out of the building,
were seen anxiously wait-
ing for other colleagues,
stil} stranded in the other
rooms.

Additional commissio-
ner of income-tax Farhat
Qureshi, was hugged by
the staff as he was res-
cued. “The militants were
holed up in the ground fl-
oor, the second storey had
caught fire and we were
stranded in the first floor.

“It was a tight situation
where anything could ha-
ve happened, but thank
God, we're alive”, he said.

Some employees got mi-
nor bruises while they
were being rescued. Arou-
nd 50 patients were strand-
ed inside a private clinic of
a leading gynaecologist. -
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