U.S. versus Iran s/

in Iraq
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Iran’s influence over the SCIRI, a key
constituent of the Iraqi Government, is
setting up a confrontation with the

United States.

Atul Aneja

FTER FIRST courting Shia groups

following their invasion of Iraq, the
Americans have effected a major policy
turnaround. Fearing that the Shia re-
surgence was helping to consolidate Ira-
nian influence to unacceptable levels in
Iraq, the Bush administration has been
reaching out to rival Sunni groups in a
big way. This shift became evident to-
wards the third week of November,
when the United States backed the Cairo
conference on reconciliation in Iraq.
Held under the aegis of the Arab League,
the invitees included hardline Sunni re-
ligious groups as well as former Ba’ath-
ists having links with the Iragi
resistance movement.

The U.S. during the run-up to the De-
cember 15 elections, exhorted the Sun-
nis to participate in strength, in an
apparent effort to limit Iranian influen-
ce in mainstream Iraqi politics.

Among the Shia groups, Iran is said to
exercise maximum influence over the
Supreme Council for Islamic Revolution
in Iraq (SCIRI). The SCIRI’s leaders, in-
cluding present head Abdul-Aziz al-Ha-
kim, spent several years in exile in Iran,
when Saddam Hussein was the Presi-
dent of Iraq. There is enough material to
suggest the Iranians have funded,
armed, and trained the Badr corps, the
SCIRI’s armed wing.

The SCIRI became the centrepiece of
the new Iraqi Government after the Ja-
nuary 2005 elections. It has dominated
the Interior Ministry, including the in-
telligence services, and its fighters form
the core of the new Iragi army. The
group has been accused of spearheading
street battles with Sunni resistance
groups, who have, in turn also targeted
the new Iraqi army regularly, raising the
spectre of a civil war.

The SCIRI, a key constituent of the
Shia United Iraqi Alliance (UIA), is now
attempting to position Adel Abdul-Meh-
di as Irag’s new Prime Minister, and
thereby enhance its political profile. It
has also sounded least interested in forg-
ing a political compromise to form a na-
tional unity government involving the
Sunnis.

Rebuffing proposals for a compromise
with the Sunnis as well as the secular

Iragiyah grouping of the former Prime
Minister, Iyad Allawi, the SCIRI, in-
stead, has demonstrated its keenness to
establish a political tie-up with ethnic
Kurds, who appear to have done well in
the parliamentary poll. At a press con-
ference with Kurdish leader Massoud
Barzani in the northern Iraqi city of Ar-
bil on December 27, Mr. Hakim signalled
he was disinclined to include the Nation-
al Dialogue Council, led by Sunni leader
Salih Mutlak, or Mr. Allawi’s party in a
possible grand national coalition.

Alarmed by the rise of Iranian influen-
ce, the U.S. has been making a deliberate
effort to demonise the SCIRI. On No-
vember 13, the U.S. military command
said in Baghdad that it had discovered a
torture chamber, in the basement of the
building where Sunni prisoners were be-
ing abused.

It alleged that the Interior Ministry,
headed by Bayan Jabr Solagh of the SCI-
R1, ran the cell. Four days later, the U.S.
Embassy issued a statement, which said
that, “There must not be militia or sec-
tarian control or direction of Iraqi Secu-
rity Forces, facilities, or ministries.”

Some analysts, however, have pointed
out that the U.S. had long known about
SCIRI hideouts where abuses have been
alleged, but has gone public about them
only after it decided to confront the pro-
Iran group openly. For instance, the
Christian Science Monitor has reported
that the U.S. authorities had been made
aware of the Interior Ministry’s deten-
tion centres, where torture was suspect-
ed, even prior to June 2005.

Targeting the SCIRI after the elec-
tions, the U.S. Ambassador to Iraq, Zal-
may Khalilzad, told a press conference
on December 19 that, “You can’t have
someone who is regarded as sectarian as
Minister of the Interior.”

The U.S. discomfort with pro-Iranian
Shia groups has risen substantially after
what it considered was “bad news,” be-
gan to flow in torrents in recent weeks.
Contrary to its expectations that the
Sunnis and Mr. Allawi’s group would do
well, it is the Shia alliance that seems to
have emerged as the dominant political
force in Iraq following the December 15
elections. The effort to malign the polls
as partially rigged has also boomer-
anged.
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Sunni protesters allege election
fraud, stage rally in Baghdad _ -

Shia groups working to form an alliance with Kurds

Atul Aneja

DUBAI: Alleging fraud in the re-
cent parliamentary election,
thousands of Sunnis have rallied
in Baghdad amid sectarian ten-
sions that appear to have dee-
pened following the December
15 poll.

Al least 5,000 protesters took
to the streets in the Iraqi capital
on Tuesday, holding aloft ban-
ners, as preliminary results
showed that Shia United Iragi
Alliance was likely to dominate
the new Parliament. “No democ-
racy without real elections”,
“rigged polls”, “down with the
electoral commission” some of
the banners read. The demon-
stration had been called by the
Maram alliance, an Arabic acro-
nym for the Conference Reject-
ing Rigged Elections, and
included Sunni and secular
factions.

Re-election sought

The rally, in which the Sunni
National Accord Front, the secu-
lar National Dialogue Council
and National Iraqiya list of for-
mer Iraqi Prime Minister, Iyad
Allawi were the main constitu-
ents, was preceded by a key
meeting that was held in the Jor-
danian capital, Amman.

According to the Arabic daily
Al-Sharq al-Awsat, the partici-
pants, which included Mr. Alla-
wi, Sunni leaders Adnan Dulaimi
and Salih Mutlak decided to urge
Arab League Secretary General
Amr Moussa to call for a re-run
of the elections, especially in the
northern cities, Basra and Bagh-
dad where widespread fraud has
been alleged.

The Arab League comprises
22 countries most of which have
a dominant Sunni population.
The League plans to host anoth-
er conference on Iraq, in Febru-
ary or March, and has appointed
the former Sudanese Foreign
Minister, Mustafa Osman Ismail
to do the groundwork.

Also on Tuesday, Sunni Arabs
. and Turkomans called upon the

United Nations, the Arab League -

and the U.S. administration to
probe election results, especially
in northern Iraq, where the Kur-
dish population, in most places,
is dominant..
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TRUMPETING THEIR CAUSE: An Iraqi plays the trumpet as another plays a drum during
a protest against the results of the recent national elections in western
Baghdad on Tuesday. - PHOTO: AFP

Meanwhile, Shia groups are
working behind the scenes to
strike a deal that would allow the
formation of the Shia-Kurdish
alliance, in the hope that the
combination would help them
control the new Parliament by a
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two-thiras majority. dna icauct

Abdel Aziz al-Hakim, on Tues-
day met Massoud Barzani, the
leader of the Kurdistan regional
government, to discuss the for-
mation of a coalition govern-
ment. Mr. Hakim, who heads the
Supreme Council of Islamic
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KARBALA: The remains of
women and children,
believed to be victims of
Saddam Hussein’s ousted
regime, have been found ina
mass grave dug up by
workers who were laying
down pipes in Iraq’s
southern city of Karbala, a
local official said on
Tuesday.

“The skulls of children
and women with long hair
were found in the grave,”
Abdel Rahman Meshawi, a

Mass grave found in Karbala

Some 20 bodies have so
far been recovered and
taken to the local hospital
for DNA testing, he said.
The people appear to have
been victims of Mr.
Hussein’s bloody
suppression of a Shia
uprising in 1991.

The mass grave was
uncovered by chance on
Monday some 500 metres
away from Imam Hussein’s
mausoleum, in the centre of
the Shia town, some 100 km

spokesman for Karbala south of Baghdad.
province told AFP. — AFP
nenk
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pected to address the Kurdish
regional Parliament in Arbil on
Wednesday.

The Shias have already reject-
ed accusations of voting fraud
and the use of street pressure to
alter the results Hundreds of

LIS I

(emonstrators assembied I the
Shia city of Karbala on Monday,
in support of election results and
reinforce demands for a new
term for Prime Minister Ibra-
him

Al-Jaafari. The final results of
the election are expected next
week. In a bid to achieve a politi-
cal breakthrough, the office of
the Iraqi President Jalal Talaba-
ni has announced that he would
hold consultations with the
heads of all major parties so that
agovernment of “national unity”
could emerge.

After a brief pre-poll lull, a
U.S. soldier and 19 Iragis were
killed in surging violence. The
dead included SCIRI member
Sultan al-Thabhawi, who suc-
cumbed to his injuries following
an attack by gunmen on Mon-
day.
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Dutch court has ruled that
the killing of thousands of
Kurds by  Saddam
"Hussein’s regime was an
act of genocide as the tri-
bunal sentenced a trader
to 15 years in jail for sell-
.ing the chemicals used in
the gas attacks. Dozens of
Kurds packed the court
and danced outside after
the verdict.

The trial was the first to
deal with war crimes
stemming from action
against Kurds in Iraq and
Iran. But it is unclear

whether the landmark.

ruling could lead to other
prosecutions in the West
for complicity in genccide
in the Halabja killings.
Some 5,000 Kurdish vil-
lagers died in March 1988
by the gas attack launched
at the end of the bitter
Iran-Iraq war.

Britain Has incorporated
the International Criminal
Court Act into domestic
legislation which is not
retrospective, and there-
fore limited to.events after
-May 2001. But the Dutch
legislation has retrospec-
tive effect. The USA,
which cited Saddam’s

LONDON, Dec. 24, The family of Norman Kember,
the British hostage being held in Iraq, will mark

‘Christmas without him by placing an advert in Ira

newspapers and radio programmes calling for his
Telease. There has been no news of the 74-year-old
peace campaigner from Pinner, horth-west London,
since the deadline his captors set for his execution
expired two weeks ago. Others said that & “cautious
optimism” had emerged that Mr Kember might be freed
as a result of repeated appeals from across the Muslim

world. The Independent

weapons of mass destruc-
tion as a pressing reason

for invading Iraq in 2003,

turned a blind eye to
Saddam’s use of poison
das against the Kurds.

In November 1988, the
British foreign secretary,
Sir Geoffrey Howe, said
there was “compelling but

- not conclusive” evidence

that Iraq had used chemi-
cal weapons against the
Kurds. -

At the time, he said it
was better to continue

relations” with Saddam

rather than “isolate Iraq
and make its unacceptable
behaviour more likely”.’
Mr Peter Carter QC,
_the Bars

" narles

jurisdictions were - restr-
icted in that they could try
only their nationals. “But
this means British merce-
‘who  support
regimes that commit war
crimes can expect prose-
cution,” he added.

The ruling on genocide
said the Dutch court
“thinks and considers
legally and convincingly
proven that the Kurdish
population meets require-
ment under Genocide
Conventions. T '
“he court said that thiese

~ aftacks were committed

with the intent to destroy
the Kurdish population of
Iraq”. The Dutch trader,

was found guilty of com-
plicity in war crimes
The-independent:
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. election that
« XTesolves littley i~

elieve it or not, President George W. Bush claims

the United States-led occupation forces are on

their way to victory in Irag. By way of proof, he

points to the significant turnout in the December
15 parliamentary election. The claim rings hollow not only
because violence has flared up again after a brief lull around
Election Day. The good turnout, contrasting with low voter
participation in the two elections held earlier this year, is
largely attributable to a change in strategy by those waging
the national resistance against foreign occupation. The
Sunni groups spearheading the insurgency have reason to
believe they erred by enforcing boycotts of the January
election for a constituent assembly and the October refer-
endum on the Constitution. They have come to recognise
that they can use ballots as well as bullets to achieve their
objective. The Sunnis hope that with a sizable presence in
parliament, they will be able to mobilise other communities
behind their call for an end to the occupation. This change
of course is likely to meet with a positive response. Candi-
dates across Iraq (other than in the Kurd-dominated pock-
ets) made the ouster of foreign troops the central feature of
their campaigns. Public opinion polls show that an over-
whelming majority of Iraqis support this demand. Mr. Bush
must be dangerously out of touch with reality if he can
characterise this democratic upsurge against the U.S.-led
occupation as an augury of victory.

While the final outcome of the election will not be known
for several weeks, the composition of the next parliament is
likely to be very different from that of the existing one. The
United Iragi Alliance, a conglomerate of Shia parties, ap-
pears set to emerge as the largest bloc. However, the Alli-
ance is unlikely to win as many seats as it did in the January
election. Given the Sunni boycott and a system of voting by
nation-wide lists, the Shias carved out a parliamentary
presence much larger than their share of the national pop-
ulation. There are likely to be at least four distinct blocs in
the incoming parliament but at this stage it is difficult to
predict what kind of equations they will establish with one
another. The situation is complicated by the Constitutional
requirement that the government to be formed after the
election must have the support of at least two-thirds of the
275 legislators. The coalition formed between the Shia
Alliance and a group of Kurd parties after the January
election was effective in drafting a Constitution weighted in
favour of these two communities. It is unlikely to hold in the
new political situation where the Shia masses are clam-
ouring for the ouster of foreign troops. The Sunni groups
will try to take advantage of this situation as they strive to
recast the Constitutional scheme. These political differ-
ences are likely to give an edge to the animosities that exist
within various sects and ethnic groups. They might well
push Iraq closer to civil war.



~ Bush acknowledges , -

o diffic

%)HAR KRISHNASWAMI
WASHINGTON, DEC 19

US PRESIDENT George
Bush has warned that despite
the political progress in Iraq
more violence lies ahead in the
country but urged the divided
American people not to give in
to “defeatism.”

“Defeatism may have its
partisan uses, but it is not justi-
fied by the facts. For every
scene of destruction in Irag,
there are more scenes of re-
building and hope. For every
life lost, there are countless
more lives reclaimed.... My fel-
low citizens: not only can we

win the war in Irag—we are
' winning the war in Iraq,” Bush
' said last night.

The address capped an ex-
traordinary media campaign in
recent weeks by the White
House to recover the political
ground lost since US forcesin-
vaded Iraq 33 months ago.

Acknowledging that the
work in Iraq has been espe-
cially difficult or “more difficuit
thanwe expected”, he took on
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his critics by pointing out that
any hasty pullout might mean
severe consequences. “Itjs also

- important for every American

to understand the conse-
quences of pulling out of Iraq
before our work is done. We
would abandon our Iragi
friends— and signal to the
world that America cannot be
trusted to keep itsword.”

“To retreat before victory
would be an act of recklessness
and dishonour and Iwill not al-
lowit,” he emphasised adding
that scaling down in Iraq is re-
lated to the progress made on
the ground and on different
fronts. “I will make decisions

'NDIAN EXPESS

on troop levels based on the
progress we see on the ground
and the advice of our military
leaders — not based on artifi-
cial timetables set by politicians
in Washington. Our forces in
Iraq are on the road to victory
—and that is the road that will

take them home,” he said.
“Some look at the chal-
lenges in Iraq and conclude
that the war is lost,” he re-
marked.“I don’t believe that.
Our military commanders do
not believe that. Qur troops in
the field who bear the burden
and make the sacrifice do not
believe that America has lost.
—Reuters



Early Iraq results
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REUTERS
Baghdad, December 19

IRAQ'S RULING Shi'ite Is-
lamists, at odds with Washing-
ton over human rights and ties
to Iran, may hold on to a slim
parliamentary majority despite
a big turnout by minority Sun-
nis, partial election results
showed on Monday. At any rate it
will be by far the biggest party.

Leaders of the United Iraqi Al-
liance, whose performance in
government has been criticised
by US officials and Sunni Arab
rebels who accuse them of back-
ing sectarian militias, said they
would start informal talks on
Tuesday with Sunnis, Kurds and
other groups to try to form a na-
tional unity coalition.

In Baghdad, biggest of Iraq's
18 provinces and accounting for
59 of 230 parliamentary seats,
the Alliance won 58 per cent in
Thursday's election with 89 per
cent of the vote counted, the
Electoral Commission said.

Though comparative data
from January's vote, boycotted
by Sunnis, were not available,
the result showed its resilience
in the capital, where Sunnis and
secular groups are strong.

Results from nine other
provinces where the bulk of the
vote had been counted showed
the Alliance dominant again in
the southern Shi'ite heartlands -
in poor Maysan, for instance, it
outscored by more than 20 times
the second-placed Iraqi National
List led by secular former Prime
Minister Iyad Allawi.

In a nation polarised on sec-
tarian and ethnic lines, voters
had been expected to rally to par-
ties posing as strong champions
of their interests; calls from cler-
ic Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani to
avoid splitting the Shi'ite vote
may have helped the Alliance re-
sist defections and the effect of
disillusionment with continued
insecurity and poverty.

"It seems we have between 120
and 140 seats in total,” senior Al-
liance official Abbas al-Bayati
told Reuters. "We don't think that
the official results will be very
different.”

Saad Qandeel, a senior mem-
ber of SCIRI, said the results
would reinforce the Alliance's
determination to nominate a
prime minister from its own
ranks even if it goes into a
broader coalition: "We ... Will an-
nounce names soon," he said.

Manager of Iraq’s Electoral Commission, Adel al-Lami, announces the

preliminary results in Baghdad on Monday.

EPA
Ingrid Hala, mother of German
archaeologist Susanne Osthoff,
who was released in Baghdad
on Sunday, celebrates.

US releases
Dr Germ; rebels
kill American

About 24 top former officials
in Saddam Hussein's govern-
ment — including two women
detainees known as "Dr
Germ" and "Mrs Anthrax" -
have been released from jail.
Rihab Taha, a biological
weapons expert, was known
as "Dr Germ" for her role in
making bio-weapons in the
1980s. Huda Salih Mahdi
Ammash, "Mrs Anthrax," a
former top Baath party offi-
cial, was a biotech researcher.

But the Sunni Arab captors of
American contractor Ronald
Schulz broadcast a videotape
on the internet on Monday
showing his execution. The
tape showed a blindfolded
and handcuffed man on his
knees being shot by a
machine gun from behind.

THE HDUSTAN TIMES
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Iraqn Shiite Leader Shot Dead
Sunnis talk’

..of formin

a\\ YV

a coalition

Baghdad: Iraqi authorities
on Saturday eased tight se-
curity measures imposed for
the election, lifting a ban on
traffic and opening border
crossings except along the
frontier with Syria, while
the main Sunni Arab al-
liance said it was open to
forming a coalition if neces-
sary. But in four attacks on
Saturday, gunmen Kkilled a
former Iraqi air force officer,
a member of a prominent
Shiite party and two police-
men, authorities said.

Police said Sheik Kerim
Al Asadi, a member of the
Supreme Council for Islamic
Revolution in Iraq, was shot
and Kkilled outside his home
on Palestine Street in east-
ern Baghdad.

Although no official fig-
ures have been released,
Irag’s 15 million registered
voters cast ballots on Thurs-
day. The high turnout—par-
ticularly among Sunni
Arabs who boycotted the last
parliamentary election in
January—have boosted
hopes that increasing politi-
cal participation could un-
dermine the insurgency and
allow the United States to be-
gin withdrawing its troops
next year.

“Itis a great thing that the
elections was violence-free,
contrary to many elections
in the world,” Adnan Al Du-
laimi, a former Islamic stud-
ies professor who heads the
main Sunni Arab bloc, said
in a news conference.

Most Americans
‘oppose early
troops pullout

Washington: A solid majority of
Americans oppose immediately
pulling US troops out of Iraq, citing
as a main reason the desire to
finigh the job of stabilising the
country, an AP-Ipsos poll found.
Some 57% of those surveyed said
the US military should stay unti!
Iraq is stabilised, while 36%
favour an immediate troop
withdrawal. ae

His Iragi Accordance
Front is expected to signifi-
cantly increase the Sunni
Arab share of seats in the
275-member parliament
from the current 17.

Al Dulaimi, who thanked
insurgents for not carrying
out attacks on elections day,
said he would be open to
forming a coalition with the
governing Shiite United
Iraqi Alliance.

“For the sake of Iraq,
there is nothing impossible.
We have to forget the past
and we extend our hands to
everybody,” he said.

US officials view Al Dulai-
mi as a possible intermedi-
ary who could persuade
some Sunni-led insurgent
groups to join the political
process after boycotting pre-
vious votes. ap
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AGENCIES
WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 17

PRESIDENT Bush ac-
knowledged on Friday that
the elections in Iraq were “not
going to stop violence” there,
and that “we’re behind” on
the training of capable Iraqi
police forces.

In a lengthy interview
with Jim Lehrer on the PBS
programme “The NewsHour
With Jim Lehrer,” he called
the elections “a very impor-
tant step, because part of our
strategy is to encourage a po-
litical process that will mar-
ginalise those who want to
use violence to achieve
ends.” He also said there
would be a reduction in the
American force in Iraq by
about 30,000 troops. The
American force was bol-

d by about that much,
expanding to more than
160,000 troops for a few
months, to provide security
during the election cam-
paign.

“The elec-
tions won't say, |
OK, the security '
situation has,
you know,
changed dra--
matically, - be-
cause there are
still people out
there that are
going to try to
affect the political outcome,
the political debate, with vio-
lence,” he said.“However, as
General Casey, the American
commander in Iraq said,
we’re behind when it comes
to training the police forces,
and one of the real challenges

is to make sure that the pohce
force does not become a
haven for militia” controlled
by political parties.

“If we have a policy of
zero violence, if won't be
gy met,” Bush said in
E the  interview.
Asked if defining
victory in terms
that allowed vio-
lence to continue
was an unusual
definition of win-
ning wars, he an-
swered, “Yes.”

Meanwhile, a
group of US senators, de-
manding increased protec-
tion of civil liberties, defied
Bush on Friday by blocking
renewal of the USA Patriot
Act, a centrepiece of his war
on terrorism.

A showdown bid to end

Irag vote (Yvon 'tend violence: ﬁmja

of renewal legislation fell
eight votes short of the
needed 60 in the 100-mem-
ber Senate. The vote was 52-
47, with a handful of Republi-
cans joining most Democrats
in a procedural roadblock.

The Patriot Act was
passed after the September
11, 2001, attacks to expand
the authority of the federal
government on fronts like in-
formation sharing, obtaining
private records and conduct-
ing secret searches and also
wiretaps in its effort to track
down suspected terrorists.

Approved by the House of
Representatives this week,
the renewal legislation would
make permanent 14 provi-
sions set to expire on Decem-
ber 31, and extend three oth-
ers for fou; years.




Bush defends Iraq invasion,

Repeats The Right To Preem

Washington: Just a few
hours before Iragis began
voting in the historic parlia-
mentary elections, US Presi-
dent George W Bush on de-
fended his decision to in-
vade that country and re-
served the right to preemp-
tive war in the future.

“In an age of terrorism
and weapons of mass de-
struction, if we wait for
threats to fully materialise,
we will have waited too
long,” he said in a speech
aimed at shoring up flagging
US support for the conflict.

The president took re-
sponsibility for launching
the March 2003 invasion
based on intelligence that
“turned out to be wrong”
about Saddam Hussein’s al-
leged weapons of mass de-
struction, none of which
were found.

“As president, I'm respon-
sible for the decision to go
into Irag—and I'm also re-
sponsible for fixing what
went wrong by reforming
our intelligence capabilities.
And we’re doing just that,”
he said.

The US president, who
embraced preemptive war
as US strategy after the Sep-
tember 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks, did not name any po-
tential targets, but said the
Traq vote would put pressure
on the governments of Iran
and Syria. ‘w living

—

—

through a watershed mo-
ment in the story of free-
dom,” he said. Iraq “will be
a model for the Middle East.
Freedom in Iraq will inspire
reformers from Damascus
to Teheran.”

Bush’s job approval rat-
ings have sunk sharply
since his November 2004 re-
election because of high gas
prices, worries about the
economy and growing con-
cerns about Iraq as the US
death toll has risen beyond
2,140 soldiers.

In a new Wall Street Jour-

‘In an age of
terrorism and
weapons of
mass
destruction, if

we wait for
threats to
materialise, we
will have wait
too long’

nal/NBC News poll released
Wednesday, 60% of respon-
dents said they favoured a
gradual reduction of US
troops from Iraqg, up four
percentage points from last
month. In what some politi-
cal analysts have perceived
to be a move by Bush to talk
more frankly on the US diffi-
culties in Irag, Bush also ad-
mitted to “tactical mis-
takes” in an interview with
Fox News.

“No question we made

some, I would call them, tac-

tical mistakes,” he told Fox.

The president said in his
speech that Sunni Arabs,
who have fuelled the bloody
insurgency, were increas-
ingly abandoning violence
to take part in their Irag’s
politics and would turn out
in large numbers on Thurs-
day after boycotting Janu-
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ary elections. l W

Non-Iragi extrémists and
Saddam loyalists “lack pop-
ular support, and over time,
they can be marginalized
and defeated by the security
forces of a free Iraq”, said
Bush. He also warned that
violence would continue
even after the vote, and laid
out how +tfo measure
progress towards the day
when the US can bring home
its roughly 160,000 troops.

Bush said victory will
have been achieved when ex-
tremists and Saddam loyal-
ists are no longer a threat to
Iraq’s democracy, when
Iraqi security forces are self-
sufficient and when Iraq is
not a “safe haven” for ter-
rorists. “These objectives,
not timetables set by politi-
cians in Washington, will
drive our force levels in
Iraq,” said the president.
“We cannot—and will not—
leave Iraq until victory is
achieved.” .

. Bush acknowledged that
the war had sharply divided
the US and that intelligence
about Saddam Hussein’s al-
leged weapons programs
had turned out to be false.

But he sharply rebuked
“irresponsible” charges that
he had deliberately misled
the country. .

“These charges are pure
politics. They hurt the
morale of our troops,” he de-
clared, saying that even
countries which opposed the
war agreed that Saddam pos-
sessed weapons of mass de-
struction. But US media
have quoted French and Ger-
man intelligence officials in
recent weeks as saying that
they repeatedly, but unsuc-
cessfully, warned Washing-
ton that crucial parts of its
case for war were flawed or
outright false.

German intelligence offi-
cials warned their US coun-
terparts that accounts from
an Iraqi defector code-
named Curveball, a critical
US source for charges that
Iraq possessed mobile germ
weapons labs, could not be
confirmed and, in many cas-
es, were deeply suspect, The
Los Angeles Times reported
in November. a»
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‘THE PRICE OF DEMOCRACY IN IRAQ

DEAD: 30,000 Iraqis DEAD: 2,300 America

Today Iraqgis Head For The Polls,
Amid The Continuing Mayhem
And Violence. The American-Led
War Brought With It A Heavy
Toll. Will It Also Bring The
Constructive Nation-Building
US President George W Bush
Has Promised?

Baghdad: As campaigning ground to a
halt in Iraq before Thursday’s landmark
election, a roadside bomb killed four US
soldiers and gunmen assassinated a candi-
date for parliament. The killing continues
even as 15 million voters prepare to cast
their ballots. The death toll now stands at
2,300 and counting for the US and its allies.
For the Iraqis, the number is as high as
30,000. That’s the count according to US
President Bush, who made the admission
late on Tuesday. But, rights groups and oth-
er organisations have said that as many as
100,000 Iragis may have perished in Wash-
ington’s effort at “nation building”.

The US and allies have spent $250 billion
in Iraq. The figure is likely to go higher.
The Pentagon is in the early stages of draft-
ing a wartime request for up to $100 billion
more for Iraq and Afghanistan, top US law-
makers say. If approved it would push costs
for both wars beyond $450 billion.

Meanwhile, the US ambassador to Irag
has said the total number of abused pris-
oners found so far in jails run by the Shiite-
led Iraqi interior ministry came to about
120. The statement by ambassador Zalmay
Khalilzad reinforced Sunni Arab claims of
mistreatment by security forces—a major
issue among Sunnis in the election.

But despite the continuing violence,
more than 1,000 Sunni clerics issued a reli-
gious decree instructing followers to vote,
boosting American hopes that the election
will encourage more members of the disaf-
fected minority to abandon the insurgency.

R ’
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A US soldier marks an Iraqi suspect

The Bush administration hopes the elec-
tion will draw a large turnout among Sun-
nis and produce a government that can win
the trust of the minority community that
is the backbone of the insurgency. That
would allow the US to begin bringing
troops home next year.

Three leading Iraqi politicians agreed on

THE -
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Tuesday that a speedy withdrawal by for-
eign troops would cause chaos and unwar-
ranted expense for Iraq. Former Prime
Minister Ayad Allawi (a secular Shiite),
Kurdish leader Massoud Barzani and Sun-
ni Arab politician Tariq al-Hashimi repre-
sent important constituencies in the
Thursday vote, when Iraqis will choose a
275-member parliament.

Gunmen killed Sunni Arab candidate
Mezher al-Dulaimi as he was filling his car
at a gas station in Ramadi, an insurgent
stronghold west of Baghdad. However, the
Islamic Army in Iraq, a prominent insur-
gent group, said on Tuesday it would not at-
tack polling stations. On Monday, five Is-
lamic militant groups, including Al Qaida
in Iraq, also promised not to try to disrupt
the voting, even though it branded the elec-
tion a “satanic project”.

Iraqis living outside the country began
voting on Tuesday in the US and 14 other
countries. A strong turnout was seen in
Syria, Jordan and Iran. agencies

ns & Allies COST OF WAR: $250 Bn

Iraqi border
guards deny
claim about
forged ballots

Baghdad: The head of
Irag’s border guards de-
nied police reports on
Wednesday that a truck
stuffed with thousands of
forged ballot papers had
been seized crossing into
Iraq from Iran before
Thursday’s elections.

“This is all a lie,” said
Lt Gen Ahmed al-Khafaji,
the chief of the US-
trained force which has
responsibility for all
Iragi borders. “I heard
this yesterday and 1
checked all the border
crossings right away. The
borders are all closed
anyway,” he said. Iraq’s
frontiers are closed for
the elections. “I contacted
all the border crossing
points and there was no
report of any such inci-
dent,” he said.

Iraqi police earlier said
that a tanker packed with
ballots had been stopped
at Badra, east of Bagh-
dad. They said the driver
had told them three other
tankers had also crossed
from Iran at other points
with forged ballots, in
what would be an attempt
to influence the polls.

The reports had raised
concerns that Shi’ite Iran
was attempting to influ-
ence Thursday’s land-
mark election. reuters
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TEHERAN (Iran), Dec. 13. —

Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad has iterated his
doubt about the Holocaust and
called on Muslim nations to take
a - proactive stand on the
Palestinian issue. _

The president’s comments,
published today on Iranian state
television’s website, were the sec-
ond time in a week that he has
expressed doubt about the Nazi
destruction of European Jewry
during the World War IL
Président Ahmadinejad pro-
voked an international outcry in
October when he called Israel a
“disgraceful blot” that should be

 “wiped off the map”. “If the
killing of Jews in Europe is true,”
the website quoted the President
as saying, “And the Zionists are
being supported because of this
excuse, why should the
Palestinian nation pay the
price?” The television did not
broadcast the comments, and the
-website offered no reason.

_In Israel, foreign ministry
spokesman Mr Mark Regev said:
“The real problem with the
repeated statements of the
Iranian president is that they cor-

rectly represent the mind-set of .

the Iranian leadership, and they
accur articulate the policies
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of that extremist regime.”

The President made the
remarks yesterday at an Islamic
conference in Teheran that was
attended by Khaled Mashaal, the
political leader of the Palestinian
militant group Hamas. Later in
the day, he discussed the
Palestinian issue with Mashaal,
the website reported.

“The Islamic world should give
up its policy of passivity and deal
with ‘the Palestinian issue more
actively,” the Iranian leader said,
according to the website. He did
not elaborate.

He said the West could not
play a neutral role in the
Palestinian-Israeli issue. “The
West’s policy has always been in
favor of the Zionist regime and
to_the detriment of the Islamic
world. It can’t be a judge or
mediator  now,”  President
Ahmadinejad said.

The President provoked an
angry reaction from Europe, the
USA and even Russia, an ally, on
Thursday when he told reporters
in Saudi Arabia that Israel
should be moved to Europe if the
West wanted to make up for the
Holocaust. The comment also
infuriated the Saudis as it was
made on the sidelines of a meet-
ing of the Organisation of the
Islamic Conference that was ded-
icated to showing the moderate
face of Islam. \ {



More torture victims
found at Iraq ministry”
Vdetenthgz centre o\

1:

ELLEN KNICKMEYER
BAGHDAD, DECEMBER 12

AN IRAQI government
search of a detention cen-
tre in Baghdad operated by
Interior Ministry special
commandos found 13 pris-
oners who had suffered
abuse serious enough to re-
quire medical treatment,
US and Iragi officials said
Sunday night.

An Iraqi official said at
least 12 of the 13 prisoners
had been subjected to “se-
vere torture”, including
courses of electric shock
and episodes that left them
with broken bones.

Government spokesman,
Laith Kubba, said on Sun-
day that any findings at the
prisonwould be “subject to
an investigation”, but de-
clined to comment on the
allegations.

The site, which was
searched on Thursday, is
the second Interior Min-
istry detention centre
where cases of prisoner
abuse have been confirmed
by US and Iraqi officials.

US troops found the first
site last month in an Inte-
rior Ministry building in
central Baghdad. Several

NEC 207

priseners at that site ap-
peared to have suffered
beatings, and many were
emaciated, US and Iraqi
officials and witnesses said.

US Ambassador Zal-
may Khalilzad issued a
sharp public rebuke of the
Iragi government after the
secret prison was discov-
ered last month, demand-
ing in a statement that all
detainees nationwide be
treated in accord with hu-
man rights.

Prime Minister Ibrahim
al-Jaafari, under heavy
pressure from Khalilzad
and Gen. George Casey,
the top US commander in
Iraq, ordered a nationwide
investigation of detention
centres after that discov-
ery. The prison investi-
gated on Thursday was the
first centre examined as
part of the government-or-
deredinquiry.

Investigators said they
found 625 prisoners at the
centre but declined to give
details about them. Most of
the detainees found at the
secret prison last month
were Sunni Arabs who had

‘been picked up by the

Shi’ite-dominated Interior
Ministry forces.—LATWP
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Tehran, December 11

IRAN ON Sunday offered the
United States a share in build-
ing a new nuclear power plant
in an apparent effort to curb
U.S. opposition to its atomic
programme.

"America can take part in
international bidding for the
construction of Iran's nuclear
power plant if they observe
the basic standards and quali-
ty," Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Hamid Reza Asefi said at
a news conference.

Asefi was apparently talk-
ing about a 360-megawatt
light water nuclear power
plant in southwestern Iran,
which the head of the coun-
try's top atomic organisation
announced plans to build on
Saturday.

Iran also wants to produce
2,000 megawatts of electricity
by building nuclear power
plants with foreign help in
southern Iran.

Relations between both
countries have been severed
since Iran's 1979 Islamic revo-
lution. Washington also im-
poses unilateral sanctions on
Iran, preventing U.S. compa-
nies from doing business in
Iran.
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The United States has also
ratcheted up pressure against
Tehran, accusing it of pursu-
ing a nuclear weapons pro-
gram and supporting anti-Is-
raeli militants.

Iran, which denies it wants
to build atomic bombs, has
been involved in stalled talks
with European negotiators
over its contentious nuclear
program aimed at making
Tehran permanently freeze
uranium enrichment.

Enrichment is a process
that can produce material for
use in warheads or fuel for nu-
clear plants to generate elec-
tricity.
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Now Ahmadinejad

says Holocaust

AN
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« was a myth .-

Iram

President Wants The Jewish

State To Be Shifted To Europe

By Benedict Brogan

night after its president

stepped up his campaign
against Israel. He claimed the
Holocaust never took place just
weeks after calling for Israel to be
“wiped off the map”.

President Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad also called for the Jewish state
to be moved out of the Middle East
and re-established in Europe.

He added his voice to those who
claim the mass murder of Jews un-
der the Nazis was either exaggerat-
ed or never took place. His inflam-
matory comments will heighten
tensions between Israel and Iran
and increase fears about the Islam-
ic republic’s efforts to develop nu-
clear weapons. “Some European
countries insist on say-
ing that Hitler killed
millions of innocent
Jews in furnaces and
they insist on it to the
extent that if anyone
proves something con-
trary to that they con-
demn that person and
throw them in jail,”
President Ahmadine-
jad told an Islamic con-
ference in the Muslim
holy city of Mecca in
Saudi Arabia.

“Although we don’t

Iran was left isolated Thursday

i

;J

ments attributed to President Ah-
madinejad are wholly unaccept-
able, and I condemn them unre-
servedly. They have no place in
civilised political debate.”

Israeli officials condemned his
remarks as “outrageous and even
racist”. Israeli foreign ministry
spokesman Mark Regev said:
“Only recently the UN General As-
sembly condemned Holocaust de-
nial and here the Iranian leader is
showing himself to be fundamen-
tally contradicting the norms of
international behaviour and de-
cency.

“I hope that anyone who had il-
lusions about the true nature of
the Iranian regime has received
these recent remarks as a wake up
call.” ’

Raanan Gissin, a spokesman for
Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Ariel Sharon,
said President Ah-
madinejad was voic-
ing “the consensus
that exists in many
circles in the Arab
world that the Jew-
ish people do not
have the right to es-
tablish a Jewish,
democratic state in
their ancestral
homeland”. “Just to
remind Mr Ah-
madinejad, we've

accept this claim, if we REWRITING been here long be-
suppose it is true, our HISTORY: President fore his ancestors
question for the Euro- Ahmadinejad were here,” the
peans is: Is the killing spokesman for the Is-

of Innocent Jewish people by
Hitler the reason for their support
to the occupiers of Jerusalem?”

He added: “If the Europeans are
honest they should give some of
their provinces in Europe like in
Germany, Austria or other coun-
tries to the Zionists and the Zion-
ists can establish their state in Eu-
rope. You offer part of Europe and
we will support it.”

Foreign Secretary Jack Straw
led condemnation from the Euro-
pean Union, saying: “The com-

| Ladd et ORE:

H

raeli leader added. “Therefore, we
have a birthright to be here in the
land of our forefathers and to live
here.”

German and French govern-
ments also condemned the Iranian
president’s comments.

White House spokesman Scott
McClellan said: “It just further un-
derscores our concerns about the
regime in Iran and it’s all the more
reason why it’s so important that
the regime not have the ability to
develop nuclear weapons.” paiy mai
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Second N-plant

planned by Iran

-~
FEd

TEHERAN, Dec. 5. —
Iran plans to construct a

second nuclear power
plant, despite internation-
al concern over its nuclear
programme, state televi-
sion reported today.

The broadcast said
President Mr Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad and Cabinet
ministers decided Sunday
night to build the reactor
in Khuzistan province,
southwestern Iran.

Previously Iran has said
it would build a second
power plant atBushehr,
where its first nuclear
reactor is due to begin
generating electricity in
2006. Khuzistan province
was the site of a French-
built power plantthat
began in the mid-1970s
and was stopped after
1979 Islamicrevolution.

The Iranian parliament
has asked for the construc-
tion of 20nuclear power
plants. Russia, which built
the Bushehr reactor,
hasoffered to build more
nuclear plants in Iran. Iran
is under intense pressure

i )

to curb its nuclear pro-
gram, whichthe United
States claims is part of an
effort to produce
weapons.

Iran says its program is
limited to generating elec-
tricity. While Iran has
frozen its enrichment pro-
gram, it restarteduranium
conversion, a step toward
enrichment, in August.
The International Atomic
Energy  Agency  has
warned Iran that its
nuclearprogram could be
referred to the UN
Security Council, which
hasthe power to impose
sanctions on the country.

On  Saturday, Iran
approved a bill that would
block internationalinspec-
tions of its atomic facilities
if it were referred to
theSecurity Council.

The step strengthens the
government’s hand in
resisting  international
pressure to permanently
abandon uranium enrich-
ment, a process that can
produce fuel for either
nuclear reactors or atomic
bombs and could lead to
further tense relations.
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| Chaos takes over |

BAGHDAD, Dec. 5. —
The court has adjourned

the trial of* Saddam
Hussein until Wednesday
as he proclaimed today in
court that “I am not afraid
of execution” during an
unruly trial.

The trial was marred by
chaotic scenes today as the
defence team walked out
of the tribunal and the
ousted Iragi dictator stood
up to shout a tirade of
abuse at the court. The
outburst was one of sever-
al by Saddam or his co-
defendants at the trial that
also saw a brief walkout by
his defence lawyers.

At one point, Saddam
appeared to threaten the
judge, saying: “When the
revolution of the heroic
Iraq arrives, you will be
held accountable.” Chief
‘Judge Rizgar Mohammed
Amin replied: “This is an
insult to the court. We are
searching for the truth.”
The dramatic scenes, which
prompted a recess of the
tribunal to solve the prob-
lems, were a further set-
back for the court whose
#ime before today has been
limited to just two brief ses-
sions after two earlier
adjournments.

The walkout was in
protest against the court’s
refusal to let Saddam’s
foreign lawyers, former

NO-CAGED LION? Former Iragi President Saddam Hussein and
his half brother Barzan Ibrahim al-Tikriti (back) berate the court
during their trial in Baghdad on Monday. — AFP

US attorney general Mr
Ramsey Clark and former
Qatari justice minister Mr
Naji Nuaimi, address the
court.

“Make a written requ-
est,” said presiding judge
Mohammed Rizkar Amin.
T just want two minutes,”
Mr Clark said in English,

but Mr Amin refused.

From the dock, Saddam

interrupted,: “How is it (the
court) legitimate when it
was set up under the occu-
pation?” Members of the
defence team - then said
they would leave the court
and Mr Amin said “As you
like. Then we will have to

P

WITH BATED BREATH...

A vlind Iragi follows the trial on radio. At a cafe

in central Baghdad on Monday. — AFP

summon other lawyers”.
Saddam refused to have
lawyers appointed by the
court and stood up to
shout at the top of his
voice, “Long live Iraqg.
Long live the Arab
nation. Long live Iraq.”
The trial was then sus-
pended to allow defence
lawyers who quit the
courtroom to confer on
their next move. Saddam
and seven of his deputies
are on trial for the mas-
sacre of 148 people from
the Shi’ite village of Dujail
in 1982, for which all the
accused could face the
death penalty. The first

witness to appear in per-
son at the trial of Saddam
Hussein gave harrowing
testimony against the for-
mer Iraqi leader today
after a walkout by defence
lawyers briefly threatened
to derail the process.

Mr Ahmed Mohammed
Hassem al-Dujaili showed
no fear over worries for
witnesses’ security as he
testified over the massacre
of 148 people from the
Shi’ite village of Dujail in
1982, for which Saddam
and seven ex-henchmen
are on trial. ‘

He was the first witnes
to appear in person at the

court, which has previously
held just two brief sessions
after earlier adjournments
and until now only heard
videotape testimony from
an official just before he
died. The proceedings had
earlier been marked by
extraordinary scenes when
the defence team briefly
walked out of the tribunal
and the ousted Iraqi dicta-
tor shouted a tirade of
impassioned abuse at the
court.

The  dispute  over
whether Saddam’s foreign
lawyers could address the
court prompted a recess of
the tribunal for 90-mjnutes.
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Israel asks U.N. to expel Iran

JERUSALEM: Hitting back at ran, Is-
rael on Thursday asked the|United
Nations to remove it fram the
membership of the world body
amid an international outcry over
Iranian President Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad’s remarks that the Zion-
ist nation be “wiped off the map.”

“It’s the first time since the cre-
ation of the U.N. in 1945 that one of
its members has openly called for
the destruction of another,” Israeli
Vice-Premier Shimon Peres told Is-
rael Radio calling for the United
Nations to throw out Iran.

Dubbing a nuclear Iran as “a
nightmare”, Mr. Peres said “it is
impossible to ignore this and close
your ears.”

“Iran’s intentions are dangerous
because this country wants to de-
velop a nuclear weapon and long-
. | range missiles,” he was quoted as
| saying.

Israel’s Ambassador to the Unit-
ed Nations Danny Gillerman, put
up the demand to debar Iran from
the U.N. membership at the in-
structions of Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon after Mr. Ahmadinejad’s
declaration that Israel should be
“wiped off the map”.

Mr. Sharon and Foreign Minister
Silvan Shalom were urged by Mr.
Peres to respond to the Iranian of-

\4 &‘j\/C\ .

fensive, it said. “It is unacceptable
that the leader of a state member of
the U.N. advocates genocide. This
call goes against the UN.’s treaty
and constitutes a crime against hu-
manity,” Mr. Peres wrote in a letter
sent to them. “The words of the
Iranian president are especially se-

771»»\

o\

vere m hght of Iran’s attempts to
develop nuclear arms and obtain
long-range missiles. “Israel must
unequivocally demand of the UN.
and the security Council that Iran
be removed from the organisation,”
Mr. Peres wrote to Mr. Sharon and
Mr. Shalom. — PT1

Teheran faces

Ewen MacAskill
and Chris McGreal

LONDON: Iran’s President,
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, on
Wednesday called for Israel to
be “wiped off the face of the
earth”. It is the most
uncompromising statement
about Israel by a senior Iranian
in the last five years and he was
immediately condemned by the
U.S., Britain, France, Germany
and Israel.

The White House spokesman
Scott McClellan said such
remarks confirmed why the U.S.
was fearful of Iran acquiring a
nuclear bomb. This was echoed
by the British Foreign Office,
whose spokesman described the

flak

speech as “deeply disturbing”.
Headded: “He isonlygoingto
heighten concern yet further
about Iran’s nuclear ambitions.”
Mr. Ahmadinejad, speaking to
3,000 studentsataTeheran
conference called The World
Without Zionism, condemned
Muslim countries that recognise
Israel. He said a new wave of
Palestinian attacks could finish
off Israel. His remarks came as a
Palestinian suicide bomber, after
arelative lullinviolence, killed
five people in Haderain Israel.
The U.S.and Britain are
pressing for Iran tobe referred to
the U.N. Security Council over
its alleged nuclear weapons
ambitions. — ©Guardian
Newspapers Limited 2005
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“The marginalisation

»‘g‘;{iﬁf Iraq’s Sunnis o

hile Irag’s new Constitution has b;)é?lkap-
proved in a referendum, this development is
not likely to bring about a slackening of the
insurgency. The Sunnis have every reason to
regard the outcome of the vote as further evidence of their
marginalisation. This community, which spearheads the
resistance against foreign occupation, had tried to muster
the two-thirds majority in three provinces it needed to block
the adoption of the Constitution. The ‘no’ vote did cross the
66 per cent mark in the provinces of Salaheddin and Anbar
but fell significantly short in Nineveh. The expectation that
Shias in Baghdad and other central areas of the country
would cast negative votes was also not borne out. Under the
constitutional scheme, the Sunnis are likely to be deprived
of their fair share of national resources since the Shias of the
South and the Kurds who dominate the North will control
Irag’s petroleum reserves. The Constitution grants exten-
sive autonomy to the provinces and also permits two or
more to merge. There are strong indications that the Kurd-
and Shia-dominated provinces could coalesce into powerful
regional entities virtually independent of the central gov-
ernment. These regional entities might not pay much heed
to the constitutional provision that the country’s oil wealth,
which is concentrated in territories under their control,
should be distributed among all provinces in proportion to
their population. The sectarian divide is likely to widen
since the Sunnis have cause to believe that Baghdad’s Shias
have let them down.

In the days leading up to the referendum, the Shia and
Kurd parties that controlled the constitution-drafting exer-
cise offered a compromise of sorts which was incorporated
in the Constitution after endorsement by one of the Sunni
parties. Under this provision, the parliament to be formed
after elections (scheduled for December) is to set up a
special committee to review the Constitution. There are
indications that the Sunnis will participate in the coming
elections in larger numbers than they did last time. If they
do so, the next parliament will be more representative of the
country’s population-mix than the current one. However,
the Sunnis constitute less than a quarter of the Iragi pop-
ulation. Some Sunni parties are of the view that they should
form an alliance with the secular-minded among the Shias,
religious minorities, and others who are dissatisfied with the
constitutional scheme. But even if all of these disparate
elements come together, they might not get the two-thirds
parliamentary majority necessary to see the amendments
through. For their part, the Shia and Kurd parties do not
appear to be ready to make any meaningful concessions.
While the occupying forces led by the United States assert
that the adoption of the Constitution represents yet another
milestone in Irad’s return to democracv in realitv the coun-
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Will Syria benefit from

Iraq’s lessons?@ -,

\O

Do those who make charges against Syrla ver
the Hariri killing want to find the assassins
or change the Damascus regime?

Marianna Belenkaya

LONG diplomatic campaign to es-
tablish the degree of Syria’s involve-
ment in the murder of Lebanese Prime
Minister Rafiq Hariri on February 14,
2005, and to decide on the punishment
for the culprits, has begun. The situation
is reminiscent of the United Nations Se-
curity Council’s treatment of Iraq three
years ago. The solution of the Syrian
problem will show if the international
community has learned its lessons from
the Iraq collision.

The charges brought against Syria
were based on a report by the interna-
tional independent investigation com-
mission headed by Detlev Mehlis. Its
conclusion is that the crime could not
have been perpetrated without the ap-
proval of high-ranking officials of Syrian
security-related structures and their
collusion with Lebanese colleagues. The
investigators also said that the inquiry
had to be continued.

Members of the U.N. Security Council
agree, but this does not stop many of
them from passing judgment on Syria.

Immediately following the publica-
tion of the report, British Foreign Secre-
tary Jack Straw said that the Security
Council might consider imposing inter-
national sanctions against Syria. United
States Ambassador to the U.N. John Bol-
ton said Washington did not rule out
sanctions either.

It takes the agreement of all perma-
nent members of the Security Council to
approve international sanctions, but
Russia and China are not ready to vote
on the issue. Other council members
may wait until the end of the investiga-
tion provided Syria fully cooperates with
the Mehlis commission. Syria is ready to
comply, but only if the investigation
does not turn into a political circus
where Syrians will be proclaimed guilty
regardless of their testimony.

According to RIA Novostr's sources,
Mr. Mehlis said in Syria a month before
the publication of the report that he had
no proof of Syria’s guilt and was satisfied
with his contacts with Damascus. Yet
the report expresses disappointment
over the scale of Syrian authorities’
cooperation with the commission. This
reminds me of the long debates in the
Security Council over the validity of
Iraq’s claim that it was no longer pro-
ducing weapons of mass destruction. As
we know now, Iraq was right and the
world was proved wrong on that count.

The issue of sanctions against Syria is
still on the agenda, but the example of
Iraq highlighted the ineffectiveness of
the sanction mechanism. The sanctions
imposed against various countries in the
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past were invariably rooted in the in-
tention not only to force regimes into
cooperation on certain issues but also to
destroy them from within. Libya is the
only successful example of sanctions,
while in all other cases the sanctions
regime either collapsed or failed to serve
its purpose.

On the other hand, I am not sure that
sanctions forced Libyan leader Muam-
mar Gaddafi to terminate his weapons of
mass destruction programmes. Mr. Gad-
dafi’s decision was preceded by extended
secret talks between Tripoli, Washing-
ton, and London. For years the U.S. kept
secret its plan of replacing the Gaddafi
regime, unlike the plans regarding Bagh-
dad and Pyongyang and the recent in-
tentions regarding Damascus and
Teheran.

Therefore, Libya's example (like the
recent events around North Korea’s nu-
clear programmes) is another proof that
a reasonable dialogue with due account
of pragmatic interests is much more ef-
fective than sanctions and accusations,
even when they are justified.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lav-
rov told journalists in mid-October,
“Sanctions are ineffective as an instru-
ment of attaining foreign policy goals.”
Russia prefers other methods, he said,
such as reaching a compromise. The is-
sue under discussion was not Syria but
the essence of the statement applies to it
equally.

It is also uncertain how effective an
international tribunal would be at pros-
ecuting members of Syrian and Leba-
nese security-related services if
Damascus and Beirut extradite them,

The international community is fac-
ing a challenging task, which can create a
precedent of a reasonable solution of
such problems. To begin with, we need
to understand the goals of those who
have initiated charges against Syria. Do
they want to find the assassins or change
the Syrian regime? The answer to this
question would clarify the situation.

Russian experts believe that the pres-
sure Europe and America are putting on
Syria is convenient for Syrian President
Bashar Assad, helping him carry out re-
forms. This may be a smart diplomatic
game, and it may be that nobody is in-
terested in changing the Damascus re-
gime. In fact, the West does not have the
means and resources for this, consid-
ering the situation in Iraq and the rest of
the region. But, even though it lacks re-
sources, I doubt that the U.S. will have
the wisdom to act prudently.

What is doubtless is that destabilisa-
tion in Syria will be far more destructive
for the entire region than the Iraqi crisis.
— RIA Novosti



First day in court

AN
e\ No witness for the prosecution L'qf}\x

None among the dramatis personae, least of all the Penta
gon colonisers overseeing the trial of Saddam Hussein,
had anticipated that the proceedings would come to a halt on
the very first day. It has been adjourned till 29 November as
witnesses to the damning charge that 143 people were killed
on his orders in Dujail were much too frightened to go to
court. This is an unexpected setback for the USAs puppet
rulers who after several postponements had timed the trial to
coincide with the constitutional referendum. If the conduct of
the opening day’s session is any indication, it is the prosecu-
tion rather than the accused that seems more unnerved,
almost terrified. That the US army has taken over security in
the court suggests fears of an imminent insurgent onslaught.
At the centre of world attention on Wednesday was of course
Saddam. The former Iraqi President came through as a far
from shattered man. Indeed, the striking feature of the trial’s
opening was his imperious presence as he snubbed the Bench
with cutting queries: “Who are you? What is your identity?”

Even the composition of the Bench has been kept under
wraps, with television allowed to show only one of the judges.
As the Iraqi foreign minister, a Kurd, admitted, it was difficult
to find judges willing to risk their lives. This is said to be one
major reason for the delay. Even as it gets under way, the wit-
ness protection programme is still not in place. Saddam’s trial
must meet the highest international standards even if he is tri-
ed by an Iraqi court. This calls for transparency, with the de-
fendant given a fair hearing with proper legal support. Misgi-
vings over the status of the court, formed when the country
was formally under US occupation, are not wholly
unfounded. Which makes it doubtful whether the Iraqi judges
will be sufficiently independent or whether they will be
remote-controlled by the White House. Saddam is yet-to be
apprised of all the charges; the court has thus far focussed on
the Dujail killings. It will be Iraq’s tragedy if a rough-and-
ready justice were to lead to his execution. Ergo, it would
have begn in the fitness of things for the charges to be
referre/jto the International Court of Justice.



'Sadd gam trial lawyer killed

Murder will have?e%atwe lmphcatlons, say advocates

Atul Aneja -»W \0
MANAMA: A defence lawyer in-
volved in the trial of former Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein has
been killed.

The body of Sadoun Nasouaf
al-Janabi was found dumped be-
hind a mosque on Thursday
night soon after he was abducted
from his office. He was shot in
the head and chest.

Mr. Al-Janabi was the defence
attorney for Awad Hamed al-
Bandar, who was one of Mr. Hus-
sein’s co-defendants at the trial
which began on Wednesday.

Eyewitnesses claimed that
gunmen stormed into the build-
ing housing Mr. Al-Janabi’s of-
fice, two hours after the daytime
fast was broken.

He was allegedly dragged
from his office by men wearing
suits and ties, who said they
were Interior Ministry
employees.

The Government, however,
denied any involvement in the
killing.

“Those suggestions [of gov-
ernment involvement) are ridic-
ulous and baseless.

“The Government does not
condone attacks against minor-
ities and former figures in Sad-
dam’s Ba’ath Party,” national

security adviser Mowaffaq al-
Rubaie was quoted as saying.
Analysts point out that there
have been instances when
armed pro-government groups
have acted as vigilantes, target-
ing minorities.

The Iraqi lawyers” union said
the killing would have negative
implications on justice.

“This will hinder lawyers
from defending those held for
political reasons,” Diaa al-Saadi,

an official from the union, said.
Unlike the panel of judges,
where four out of five names
were kept secret, the identities
of the defence lawyer had been
revealed.

Mr. Hussein’s top lawyer,
Khalil Dulaimj, has said many in
the team had been threatened.

The Government has now of-

fered protection to any of the |

defence attorneys on request.

Ewen MacAskill

LONDON: Rory Carroll, the
Guardian journalist
kidnapped in Baghdad on
Wednesday, was freed on
Thursday night. Mr. Carroll
phoned the Guardian to
confirm that he had been
released from an underground
cell.

The end of the hostage
drama came when one of his
captors received a mobile
phone call and unbolted Mr.
Carroll, telling him he was free
to go. “He put me in the boot
of his car and drove me alone
and dropped me in the middle

Guardian journalist freed

of Baghdad,” Mr. Carroll said.

On Thursday night, he was
under the protection of the
Iragi Government.

Mr. Carroll (33), who has
been in Iraq for nine months,
had been in Sadr City,
interviewing a victim of ’
Saddam Hussein. He was
snatched by gunmen as he
was leaving the home of the
interviewee. He said he had
been handcuffed and held in a
darkened room for 36 hours.
He did not know who was
responsible but suspected it
had been an opportunistic,
criminal gang, — ©Guardian
Newspapers Limited 2005
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Iran likely to escapé/UN referral

over nuclear

LOUIS CHARBONNEAU )

BERLIN, OCTOBER 20 ‘?(Xu\

THE International Atorm@
Energy Agency will most likely
not refer Iran to the UN Secu-
rity Council when the UN
agency’s board meets next
month despite fears that
Tehran is seeking nuclear
weapons, diplomats said.

Last month, when the 35-
nation governing board of
the UN’s nuclear watchdog
declared Iran to have vio-
lated the nuclear Non-Prolif-
eration Treaty, -European
and US officials had said that
the JAEA would refer Iran
to the Security Council if
Tehran continued to process
uranium at a plant at Isfa-
han, which was mothballed
until August under an agree-
ment last year with France,
Britain and Germany.

Tehran has so far refused to
reinstate the suspension of
sensitive nuclearwork, but the
EU’s three biggest powers

DVIENNA: Iran, aftera recent
dedision to.co-operate with the
International Atomic Energy
Agency, has given it key docus
ments about activities that
could be used to make a huclear
weapon and has allowed them
to question.a senior official sis-
pected of involvement inthe
programme, diplomats saidon
Thursday. A US official also de-
seribed iran’s decision to co-op-
erate after niearly two years of
foot-dragging as “important
concessions.” AP

have decided not to pressfora
Council referral at this time.

“The approach is not to re-
fer Iran to the Security Council
at the moment,” an official
from one of the so-called EU3
countries said. “The idea is not
to provoke Iran.”

One of the reasons, diplo-
mats say, for the decision to
back off from a Security Coun-
cil referral next month is that

plans, ay diplomats

"Tehran has improved coopera-
tion with agency inspectors
since the IAEA passed its reso-
lution. After a recent trip to
Tehran, IAEA safeguards in-
spector Olli Heinonen re-
ported “his visit was positive
and access was easier”, a West-
emdiplomatsaid.

“At the moment we have the
feeling that the report we will
get (from the IAEA on Iran)
in November will not be nega-
tive,” the diplomat said,
adding that the intense inter-
national pressure onh Iran
might be beginning to yield
positive results.

Another EU diplomat said
Tehran appeared to be work-
ing hard to avoid a Council re-
ferral and warned that being
too confrontational with Iran
could be counterproductive.
“Ifit’s significant cooperation,
then I would imagine people
would want to think very care-
fully about whether to do any-
thing that would upset that co-
operation,” he said. —Reutfm/

INDIAN EXPRESS
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Saddam trlal’

credibility .
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under question

Key witness to

|

testify on Sunday

A key prose-
cution wit-

- ness in
Saddam
Hussein’s
trial will tes-
tify atan
unexpected session on
Sunday because the former
intelligence official is seri-
ously ill with cancer, offi-
cials said Thursday. Wadah
Ismael Al-Sheik was a sen-
ior Iraqi intelligence officer
at the time of the Dujail
massacre in 1982 that
Saddam and his co-defen-
dants are charged with.

AP, Baghdad

Saddam nephew
held in Tikrit

Iraqi security forces have
arrested Yasser Sabawi, a
nephew of Saddam
Hussein, in the deposed
dictator’s hometown Tikrit
on suspicion of financing
insurgents, national securi-
ty adviser Mowaffaq al-
Rubaie said. “He was seen
distributing money to
incite violence,” Rubaie
said. Sabawi was suspect-
ed of funnelling money to
Sunni Arab insurgents.
Reuters, Baghdad

Guardian scribe
abducted

The
Guardian's
Iraq corre-
q spondent,
Rory
Carroll,
went miss-
ingon '
Wednesday after bemg
kidnapped by gunmen in
Baghdad. Carroll, 33, was
accompanied by two driv-
ers and a translator when
he was confronted by gun-
men. He and one of the
drivers were bundled into
cars. The driver was
released later.

The Guardian

THE Hingy

\
REUTERS -”)\\\ o

Baghdad, October 20 b

SADDAM HUSSEIN’S trial lasted only a
few hours before being adjourned, but it
was long enough for international ob-
servers to get a taste -—— and overall they
were left unconvinced about the credi-
bility of Iraq’s tribunal.

While praising the efforts of the chief
judge, a Kurd with a wry smile and a
pleasant manner, legal experts said they
were uneasy about how parts of the
process unfolded and uncertain whether
it would ultimately be seen to be fair.

Several said the most positive aspect
of the trial for crimes against humanity
was that it was quickly adjourned. “We
have our fair trial reservations,” said Mi-
randa Sissons, a senior associate with
the International Centre for Transition-
al Justice, which offers help to countries
dealing with past abuses.

The three or so hours that Saddam
and seven others spent in court were
mostly taken up with the defendants
identifying themselves, giving Saddam a
chance to showboat about still being
President.

One of the biggest concerns observers
raised was that the chief prosecutor, in
his opening statement, was permitted to
ramble for 15 minutes, making a sweep
of allegations unrelated to the case at
hand. Richard Dicker, director of Hu-
man Rights Watch’s international jus-
tice programme, said, “There was this
sense of an ‘anything goes’ process, and
I wasn't at all encouraged by that.”

But they did praise the judge, Rizgar
Mohammed Amin, to show fairness and
respect to the defendants, and for being
patient. Harangued by Saddam, the grey-
haired Amin, had only smiled.

In an effort to show it can handle high-
profile cases such as Saddam being tried
for crimes against humanity — and
genocide and war crimes in the future —
the tribunal and its American advisers
have created a hybrid judicial structure.

They have taken elements of interna-
tional courts, like that in The Hague, and
built them on top of Iraq’s criminal codes,
creating a potentially strong structure
but with rough edges. Dicker would have
preferred more international elements.
‘A fully internationalised structure
would have maximised the chances for a
fair and efficient trial,,” he said. “The
new statutes go some way further than
Iraqilaw in granting rights to the accused
... but they are still deeply flawed.”

For many Iraqis, however, even if
Wednesday’s proceedings didn’t look
like most Iraqi trials, there was huge re-
lief at seeing their former tormentor in
court, and in the end that may go the fur-
thest to ensuring the success of the tri-
bunal.

“Despite shortcomings, it was a mo-

mentous day for Iraqis,” said Dicker. ¥ -
/
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Iraq referendum on Constitution

appea

BAGHDAD: Iraq’s new Constitu-
tion seemed likely to be adopted
following Saturday’s historic
vote, even though election offi-
cials on Monday warned it was
too early to give definite results.

On the militancy front, about
70 rebels were killed in U.S. air
strikes Sunday in the Ramadi re-
gion of western Iraq, where five
U.S. soldiers died in a roadside
bombing the previous day, the
U.S. military said.

Over 60 per cent of the 15.5
million electorate were estimat-
ed to have cast their ballots in
the largely peaceful referendum
on a constitution for the new
Iraq.

Iraq’s majority Shia commu-
nity and minority Kurds over-
whelmingly support the
document. The minority Sunnis,
believed to form the backbone of
the country’s raging militancy,
oppose it.

Commission unhappy

Abdul-Hussein Hindawi, a se-
nior member of Iraq’s Inde-
pendent Election Commission,
was unhappy with early reports
of a “Yes” victory.

“We are trying to remain cold-
blooded about this. Our credibil-
ity depends on it,” he said. “Our
work must be respectable, trans-
parent and credible.”

In London, U.S. Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice told re-
porters on Sunday that the Con-
stitution had “probably passed”,
but later adopted a position of
wait and see.

Mr. Hindawi told AFP that he
was “astonished” by Ms. Rice’s

rs headed for a

no-

Seventy klll(gd in alr strl e;\on ‘militant safe house”

pproval

in Ramadi, says U.S. .

A NATION REMEMBERS: People walk between rows of boots representing the 1,975
American soldiers killed in Irag, at a travelling campaign sponsored by
the American Friends Service Committee, a group opposed to the

war, in Brooklyn on Sunday.

statement. “As far as I know,
she’s not amember of the electo-
ral commission,” he said.

Officials might have an indica-
tion of the direction of the vote
late on Monday, he said.

But a source close to the elec-
toral commission said it seemed
“very difficult” for the “No” vote

THE HINCU

- PHOTO: AP

to win. The Constitution will be
defeated if two-thirds of voters
in three of Iraq’s 18 provinces
vote against it.

Sunni opposition
There is a majority Sunni pop-

ulations in three provinces — Al-
Anbar, Salaheddin and Nineveh

k)
-
w.J e

—and all three locations report-
ed a strong voter turnout. In the
Ramadi incident, about 70 mil-
itants were killed in U.S. air
strikes in the region where five
U.S. and two Iraqi soldiers were
killed in a weekend roadside
bombing, the U.S. military said
on Monday. Fifty rebels were

lraq troops - poll

A majority of aduits in the U.S.
believe thelir government should
begin to withdraw soidiers from

Iraq. More than 1,970 American

soldlers have died and some
14,800 troops have been injured
since the invasion in March 2003

roe: HartMclnturft / The Wall
Journal / NBC News © GRAPHIC NEWS

killed on Sunday in raids by hel-
icopters and fighter jets on a sus-
pected safe house in the Abu
Faraj region north of Ramadi.
Another 20 were killed just
east of the town when a fighter
jet fired a precision-guided
bomb as rebels were in the proc-
ess of planting a roadside bomb,
it said.

Meanwhile, a police captain
and a Christian woman were
killed in targeted attacks in
Baghdad.

Armed men forced their way
into an apartment where the
Christian woman lived in Bagh-
dad and killed her, the source
said, adding there was no known
motive for the attack. — AFP
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T preserve my rights as President of Iraq
I do not rgspond to this so-called court’

TRIAL

JAMES Sturcke
Baghdad, October 19, 2005

QY]
AN

SADDAM HUSSEIN took a defiant
stance on Wednesday as he ap-
peared in a court on charges of
crimes against humanity, arguing
with the judge and repeatedly re-
fusing to confirm his name.

The former dictator (68), who
ruled Iraq for 24 years, pieaded not
guilty .to charges in the first of
several cases. He refused to recog-
nise the court, which adjourned
the trial to November 28.

With neatly combed hair and a
tidy greying beard, Saddam was
ushered into one of three chest-
high pens in the courtroom in the
former national command head-
quarters of his feared Baath party.

Asked by judge Rizgar Mo-
hammed Amin, a Kurd, to identify
himself, Saddam replied: “I hear
from your accent that you are
Iragi. You know me well.”

Saddam stood up to tell the five-
judge panel: “I preserve my con-
stitutional rights as the President
of Iraq. I don’t recognise the body
that has authorised you and I don’t
recognise this aggression ... Idon’t
respond to this so-called court,
with all due respect.”

Saddam was the last of the de-
fendants to enter the courtroom,
escorted by two Iragi guards in
bulletproof vests who guided him

Oyl QIR0 mGIUrng the room,

Saddam glanced at journalists
watching through bulletproof
glass from an adjoining room. He
motioned for his escorts to slow
down a little. After sitting, he
greeted his co- defendants saying,
“Peace be upon you,” sitting next
to Awad Hamed al-Bandar, former
head of Iraq’s revolutionary court.

The other defendants include
Saddam’s former intelligence
chief Barazan Ibrahim, the for-
mer vice president Taha Yassin
Ramadan, and other lower-level
Baathist civil servants. Most were
wearing traditional Arab robes
and they complained that they had
not been allowed to have head-
dresses, causing a slight delay
while court officials brought out
red headdresses for them.

If convicted, they could face the
death penalty. The Guardian

Full coverage on Page 13

T.HE ‘DUCT;’\)‘ Tuv.

SADDAM & \ST 91 THE EXCHANGE

We want your identity, your

name, then we'li fisten to what
you have

First of all, who are you
and what are you?

Who are you? What is your
identity?

You know me. You are an
Iragi and you know who I am. And
you know | don't get tired

These are formalities; we
need to hear it

I won't answer to this
court, and I reserve my
constitutional rights as the
President of lraqg

A

Saddam Hussein listens to the judge during his trial at a Baghdad court on Wednesday.
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Iraqis indifferent to trlaI

of Saddam Hussein - .

W

)

Sunnis see the prosecution by “kangaroo court” as a Shia stratagem

Rory Carroll

BAGHDAD: The stage is set, the actors
are ready, but the audience is dis-
tracted. Former Iraqi President Sad-
dam Hussein’s trial starts on
Wednesday, trailing words such as
momentous and historic, a cour-
troom drama with gallows in the
wings.

The former President is expected
to play his part, defiant and confident
even if denied a tie lest he make a
noose. The prosecution and defence
have studied transcripts from Nu-
remberg and The Hague and re-
hearsed their lines. Five judges will
determine the final act.

Iraqg, however, does not quite fit
the bill of a nation thirsting for jus-
tice.

Fading stature

The man whose persona invaded
his citizens’ thoughts more effective-
ly than his troops invaded neighbour-
ing countries, has shrunk.

The ragged fugitive dragged from a
spider hole near Tikrit in December
2003 was physically diminished —
Mr. Hussein lost weight on the run —
and the subsequent incarceration
and near-invisibility whittled his
relevance.

“People here don’t think it willbe a
fair trial. But they will do nothing
because they don’t care about him,”
said Fawzi Mohammad (48), a ce-
ment plant manager in Fallujah, a
city of ruins and a symbol of resist-
ance to the Americans. “Saddam now
is the past for us. He is like an old
currency, worthless.”

Abbas Ali Hassan, secretary of Fal-
lujah’s city council, bristled at the
name. “Forget him. We want to de-
velop. We don’t want to remain on
the shore. We want to go deeper into
the sea” It is not that the pain is
forgotten. How can survivors from
Halabja, the Kurdish town gassed in
1988, forget losing 5,000 friends and
relatives? How can Shias forget those
executed in the 1991 uprising while
mass graves are being excavated in
the desert? Wednesday’s trial, the
first of 12, concerns the killing of 143
Shias from the villae of Dujail, re-

Pictures: Associated Press, aljazeera.net

Saddam’s
day in court

profound concerns about the

former Iragi President Saddam

Hussein and whether it meets
international standards. Saddam

and seven others are charged
with crimes against humanlty

ARABIA
320km

Human rights groups have raised

independence of the court trying

Sources: Human Rights Watch, Amnesty Intemational, wire agencies

© GRAPHIC NEWS

venge for a failed assassination at-
terapt when he visited in 1982.

If the televised proceedings in-
flame Arab Sunni passions it will not
be out of concern for Mr. Hussein but
what his presence in the dock repre-

sents: victory for Shias and Kurds.
Government officials admit that Shia
militias are operating death squads
against Sunnis. Many Sunnis suspect
that Mr. Hussein is facing a kangaroo
court which is another front in the

campaign against their sect. Sunnis
in Dujail have no love for the former
President, yet they have started kill-
ing and terrorising the village’s Shias
in revenge for the trial.— ©Guar-
dian Newspapers Limited 2005
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The problem

weak federation

with a

The adoption of a weak Iraqi federal constitution
is likely to unleash an ethnic and sectarian crisis

across the region. \0\\\m

David Hirst

N THE great settlement that followed

the First World War and the collapse
of the Ottoman Empire, one of the Mid-
dle East’s largest ethnic groups, the
Kurds, were the main losers. They had
been promised their own state, but,
thanks to Kemal Ataturk’s nationalist
rebellion and abandonment of the pro-
ject by the Western powers, they ended
up as repressed minorities in the four
countries — Iran, Iraq, Turkey, and Syria
— among which their vast domains were
divided.

The Kurds are set to become the
greatest beneficiary of whatever new or-
der emerges from the current Western
intervention in the region’s affairs. This
has not reached the scale of the earlier
intervention, being mainly confined to
Iraq, but, in its expanding — and un-
planned — ramifications, it could well
become comparable to the earlier one.
After all, its chief architects, the Bush
administration’s pro-Israeli, neo-con-
servative hawks, with their grandiose
ideas of “creative chaos” and “regime
change,” always saw Iraq as the spring-
board of an enterprise that had to be
regionwide to succeed. In this respect, if
no other, they are in unison with the
inhabitants of the Middle East them-
selves, for whom it is virtually axiomatic
that what happens in Iraq profoundly
affects everyone else.

At all stages in the Iraqi drama, Arab
pundits and politicians have dwelt ap-
prehensively on these wider implica-
tions. And they are doing so now with
the new Iraqi constitution, which looks
like it will be approved after Saturday’s
referendum. This is the latest and pos-
sibly the most fateful stage, enshrining
as it does, under the general heading of
“federation,” a whole new concept of
statehood and identity.

In this constitution, Iraqi Kurds do
not get the state that 98 per cent of them
want, according to a recent referendum,
but they do get gains — vast legislative
powers, control of their own militia and
authority over discoveries of 0il — which
in effect consecrate the quasi-independ-
ence they have enjoyed since Western
“humanitarian” intervention on their
behalf in the 1991 Gulf war and which
Kurds regard as a way station towards
the real thing. The Iraqi republic is to be
“independent, sovereign, federal, demo-
cratic and parliamentary”; but one thing,
explicitly, it is no longer, is “Arab.”

The adoption of a federal formula is
seen by the Arab world not as a remedy
for Iraq’s inherent divisiveness, but, in
conditions of rising inter-communal
tensions and violence, as a stimulus to it.
Prince Saud al-Faisal, the veteran Saudi
Foreign Minister and voice of the Sunni
Arab establishment, told Americans that
itis “part of a dynamic pushing the Iraqi
people away from each other. If you al-
low for this — for a civil war to happen
between Shias and Sunnis — Iraq is fin-
ished forever. It will be dismembered.”
What makes it more alarming is that,
unlike the Kurds, Iraqi Shias, however
ambivalently they feel about it, enjoy the
strong support of a powerful neighbour.
Now, under its new President, in some-

A !
thing of a neo-Khomeinist revivalist
mode, Iran is clearly accumulating all
the Shia-based geopolitical assets it can,
from Iraq to south Lebanon, in prep-
aration for a showdown with the U.S.
Arabs have long warned of the “Leba-
nonisation” of Iraq, automatically mind-
ful of the fact that virtually every
Western-created state in the eastern
Arab world contains the latent ethnic or
sectarian tensions that produced that
archetype of Arab civil war. But whereas,
in concert with the U.S,, the Arabs finally
managed to put out the Lebanese fire
before it spread, their prospects of
achieving the same amid the violence in
Iraq are slight indeed. The inter-Arab
state system — and its chief institution,
the Arab League — has long been incapa-
ble of concerted action against what, like
Iraq, are perceived as threats to the Arab
“nation.” Now the system itselfis threat-
ened by the growth of non-state activ-
ities, the cross-border traffic in extreme
Islamist ideology — alaig with the jiha-
dists and suicide bombers who act on it
~— or ethnic and sectarian solidarities of
the kind that threaten to tear Iraq apart.

Syria in the frontline

Syria, once the nub of the Sykes-Picot
carve-up, is again in the frontline, alone
among Arab states to be exposed to the
Iragi contagion in both its Kurdish and
Shia dimensions. Thanks to the sudden,
self-inflicted weakness of Iraqi Ba’athist
rule, it was Iraqi Kurds who, in 1991,
achieved the first great, contemporary
breakthrough in the Kurdish struggle for
self-determination. Syrian Kurds now
sense similar weakness in their own,
deeply troubled Ba’athist regime. If it
collapses amid generalised chaos, many
will push for secession and amalgama-
tion with their brethren in north Iraq.

On the Shia front, if sectarian identity
is to become the organising principle of
Arab polities, Syria is the most vulner-
able to the convulsions that it will un-
leash. A small minority, the Alawites, has
in effect run the country for more than
40 years. It is a predominantly Sunni
society, which, historically, represents
an even greater anomaly than the Sunni
minority rule, also in Ba’athist guise,
that the majority Shias and Kurds dis-
pensed with in Iraq. A Sunni majority
restoration will become unstoppable if,
with the eventual break-up of Iraq, its
disempowered Sunnis turn to Syria, of
which, but for Sykes-Picot, a great many
would long have been citizens anyway.

In the next most vulnerable region,
the Gulf, historically persecuted Shia
minorities (or majority in Bahrain), in-
spired by the triumph of their co-reli-
gionists in Iraq, will press their claims
for equality with new vigour. But nerv-
ous Sunni regimes will be loath to cede
too much, not least in Saudi Arabia
where, like their terrorist alter ego in
Iraq, the Al-Qaeda boss Abdul Musab
al-Zarqawi, the more hidebound of the
Wahhabi religious hierarchy still regard
Shia Muslims as no better than heretics.
— ©Guardian Newspapers Limited
2005

(David Hirst reported from the Mid-
dle East for the London-based Guardi-
an newspaper from 1963 to 2001.)



Iraqi leaders
¥

JOHN F Burns ; £
Baghdad, October 18 \r\ @ 0\
ON WEDNESDAY, 22 months after
he was dragged from his hiding
place in an underground bunker,
Saddam Hussein will appear in an
Iraqi court to answer for the bru-
talities he inflicted on his fellow
Iraqis. But what should be a mo-
ment of triumph for his victims is
instead stirring concern about the
fairness and competence of the
court itself.

The special Iragi tribunal estab-
lished to conduct the trial has cho-
sen a case that many Iragis believe
to be too narrow to answer the
widespread yearning for Mr. Hus-
sein to be held to account for the
most savage of his crimes. And the
political pressure to hasten the tri-
al has forced the tribunal to accel-

rush 1;70

A
erate some of the work needldobw\

prepare for other cases involving
tens of thousands of victims, near-
ly 300 mass graves and about 40
tons of documents gathered from
the government agencies that over-
saw his repression.

While many Iraqis are eager for
the moment when they see Mr
Hussein in the dock, Western hu-
man rights groups and legal ex-
perts have warned that the former
dictator is unlikely to get a fair tri-
al, and that the probable outcome,
a death sentence, will be what the
tribunal’s harshest critics have de-
scribed as “victor’s justice.”

Saddam, along with seven other
defendants, will begin the account-
ing for his past in a case centring
on the execution of more than 140
men and teenage boys in Duyjail, a
mostly Shiite market town 35 miles

Saddam’s Judgment Day

i during occupatio

Setting alight

W

\

north of Baghdad. The victims
were seized by the secret police af-
ter an assassination attempt ag-
ainst Saddam there in 1982.

The concern that the tribunal
will not first take up the most
heinous of Saddam’s crimes runs
strongest among the Shiites and
Kurds. Human rights groups esti-
mate that at least 300,000 Iragis,
mostly Shiites and Kurds, were
killed by Saddam’s ruthless ma-
chinery of repression.

Iraqi officials say they chose to
begin with the Dujail case because
it would be relatively straightfor-
ward to prosecute.

Iraqi leaders have forced the ap-
pointment and later dismissal of a
succession of tribunal officials in
the past 15 months, including three
men who served as the tribunal’s
administrative director.

me

open trial with low-key case

Perhaps the most serious inter-
ference has involved the pressure
that Iraqi politicians have placed
on the tribunal to fast-forward Sad-
dam’s first trial and to impose a
quick death sentence.

The most egregious example
came last month, when the Iraqi
President, Jalal Talabani, a Kurd,
and one of three men in Irag's
presidential council who would
have to ratify a death sentence
against Saddam, told the state-run
Iragiya television network that tri-
bunal officials had told him that
Saddam had admitted to ordering
the massacres of Kurds during an
Iraqi military offensive in the clos-
ing stages of the 1980’s Iran-Iraq
war, known to Iraqis as the Anfal
campaign. “Saddam should be exe-
cuted 20 times,” Talabani said.

The New York Times
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~Iraq’s new charter,

Now Baghd

needs a credible economlc

o<"and security plan % -3

LTQ)UGH it might not
A immediately end the blo-
ody insurgency, the popu-
lar approval of a new charter puts
the Iraqi nation on a sound footing
to become a full-fledged constitu-
tional republic. While the final
tally is awaited, initial trends point
to a strong “yes” vote on the draft
Iraqi constitution in Saturday’s ref-
erendum. Given the circumstances
under which the referendum was
held and the larger democracy
deficit in the Middle East, the po-
litical significance of the outcome
should not be downplayed. The
elections slated for mid-December
will end the transitional phase in
the Iragi political evolution after
the ouster of Saddam Hussein.
When a regular government
takes charge in Baghdad in the new
year, a historic moment would have
arrived, not just for Iraq but for the
entire region. Saturday’s high
turnout was in itself a shot in the
arm for the Iraqi political process.
Even more important was the fact
that the Sunnis, who had boycotted
the elections in January, chose to
participate in large numbers this
time. Expectedly, a majority of the
Sunnis have voted “no”. But the
fact that some of them voted “yes”

!P‘l"‘i“'\
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is tribute to the politics of compro-
mise —central to any democratic
process — in the form of amend-
ments to the constitution pushed
through just days before the refer-
endum. That the Sunni minority
which dominated Iragi political
structure all these decades has be-
gun to move away from rejection-
ist politics is a good augury.
However, the constitution alone
will not put an end to countless
Iraqi troubles. Many issues that
have been finessed in the Consti-
tution — the relationship between
Islam and the'state, the question of
federalism and the problem of di-
viding oil revenues — will con-
tinue to haunt it. The emergence
of democratic structures does not
necessarily mean the sources of
Iraqi insurgency have been effec-
tively tackled. While US military
presence might be necessary for
the survival of the Iraqi state, it
would be unwise for Washington
to ignore the potential resentment

- that could gather against it. To en-

sure that the fragile republic sur-
vives, both the US and the interna-
tional community need to come up
with a credible plan to provide
solid security and economic assis-
tance to Baghdad.



SUNNIS URGED NOT TO BE FRUSTRATED

aq charter

"cassured of . @’

passage ¥

BAGHDAD, Oct. -16. — Irag’s
Constitution. seemed "assured of passage
today, despite ‘strong - opposition from
Sunni Arabs, who voted in surprisingly
high numbers in an effort to stop it. The
US military announced that five American
soldiers were killed by a bomb blast on ref-
erendum day.

Irag’s foreign minister today urged
minority Sunnis not to be frustrated by a
constitutional referendum, saying they’ll
get another chance to make their voices
heard during December elections.

In London, US secretary of state Ms
Condoleezza Rice predicted the charter
was likely to pass, although she stressed she
did not know the outcome for certain.

Initial estimates of overall turnout yes-
terday were 61 per cent, election officials
said. The Constitution’s apparent victory
was muted, though, by the prospect that
the result might divide the country further.
US President Mr Bush congratulated
[ragis on the vote and said the new
Constitution was as a victory for opponents
of terrorism. “The vote today in Iraq is in
stark contrast to the attitude, the philoso-
phy and strategy of Al-Qaida, their terror-
ist friends and killers,” Mr Bush said.
Rejection appeared highly unlikely after
initial vote counts showed that a majority
supported the Constitution in two of the
four provinces that Sunni Arab opponents
were relying on to defeat it. Opponents
needed to get a two-thirds “no” vote in
three of those provinces. They may have
reached the threshold in Anbar and
Salahuddin, but Diyala and Ninevah
provinces appeared to have supported the
document by a wide margin.

THE STATESMAN

Bush lauds vote

WASHINGTON, Oct. 16. — President George
W Bush today said lragis’vote on a new
Constitution was as a victory for opponents of
terrorism. “The vote today in Iraq is in stark
contrast to the attitude,the philosophy and
strategy of Al-Qaida, their terrorist friends
andkillers,” Mr Bush said as he arrived at the
White House after a weekend at the Camp
David retreat. Mr Bush congratulated iraqgis for
successfully completing theballoting, saying
that by all indications the turnout and Sunni
participation was greater than in the last
election earlier this year, and that there was ,
less violence. — AP

The latter three have Sunni majorities
but also powerful Shi’ite and Kurdish com-
munities, which made them focal points for
the political battle.

In Diyala, 70 per cent supported the ref-
erendum, 20 per cent opposed it, said Mr
Adil Abdel-Latif, the head of the election
commission in Diyala. The result came
from a first count of the approximately
400,000 votes cast. At least one more count
was being conducted to confirm the votes,
which would then be sent to Baghdad,
where results from all provinces are being
collected for final confirmation. According
to a vote count from 275 of Ninevah’s 300
polling stations, about 326,000 people sup-
ported the constitution and 90,000
opposed it, said Mr Abdul-Ghani Ali
Yehya, spokesman for the election com-
mission in the province’s capital, Mosul.
Ballots from the remaining 25 stations
were still being brought to the central
counting centre, he said. A nationwide
majority “yes” vote is assured by the wide-
spread support of the Shi’ites, who make
up 60 per cent of Iraq’s estimated 27 mil-
lion people.
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“Iraq votes

Baghdad: In unexpected calm, mllllons o
Iragis voted on Saturday in a referendum on
a new constitution that is designed to re-
shape the country after Saddam Hussein
but which many fear may tear it further
¢ apart. Insurgents fought gunbattles with
Iraqi and US forces in Ramadi, west of
Baghdad, but throughout the capital and
. much of the rest of the country, voting ap-
| peared to go smoothly and securely, with
polls set to close at 5 pm.
More than 15.5 million Iragis were el-
igible to vote in the referendum, which
asked them to say "Yes" or "No" to a new
" draft constitution proposed by parliament,
a body dominated by Shi'ite Muslims and
ethnic Kurds. Most Sunni Arabs shunned
the ballot in January that elected the as-
sembly.

Many Sunnis were turning out this time,
however. Sunni insurgents threatened to at-
tack the vote, but while mortars landed near
a polling station in Baghdad, and several
roadside bombs went off around the city
and elsewhere, there was much less vio-
lence than the U.S. military said might be
possible. It was in marked contrast to the
elections in January, when guerrillas car-
ried out more than a hundred attacks on the
day, including suicide bombings, killing at
least 40 people.

(- 10 ©
he run-up to the referen Saw a deep-
ening of divisions among Iradqs ethnic and
sectarian groups, leading somé analysts to
fear the constitution will reinforce the split
between Sunni Arabs on one side and
Shi'ites and Kurds on the other.

An Iraqi boy shows an ink-stained finger
near a polling station in Baghdad

Most Sunni Arabs, the politically domi-
nant community under Saddam, oppose the
constitution, saying it provides too much
power and influence to the Shi'ites and
Kurds, giving them control over Iraq's rich
oil reserves in the north and south. Others

. argue the constitution could bring the na-

tion closer together, if more Sunni Arabs
can be brought on board. reuters

| in dealing with the spread of
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‘Bush wanted to
g0 beyond Iraq’

Washington: Two months
before the invasion of Iraq,
President George W Bush
told Prime Minister Tony
Blair of Britain that he
“wanted to go beyond Iraq”

illicit weapons and men-
tioned Saudi Arabia and
Pakistan on a list of coun-
tries posing particular prob-
lems, according to notes tak-
en by one of Blair’s advisers
cited in a new book.

Bush’s comment, in a pri-
vate telephone conversation
on January 30, 2003, could be
significant because it ap-
peared to add Saudi Arabia
and Pakistan to a list that
previously had included pub-
lic mentions only of Iraq,
Iran and North Korea, which
the president had called the
“axis of evil”. nvT News Service




“France, USA
warn UN
action for

wolrang

PARIS, Oct. 14, — France
and the USA urged Iran
today to restart talks over
its nuclear programme
and warned that the
option of referring
Teheran to the UN
Security Council for possi-
ble punishment remains
open. US secretary of state
Ms Condoleezza Rice
said: “we strongly encour-
age Iran” to seek a diplo-
matic  solution  with
France, Britain and
Germany, which led
European negotiations
with Iran until it effective-
ly broke off the talks in
August. “The Iranians
need to get involved in
negotiations and restore
the confidence of the
international community
that they are not trying to
build a nuclear weapon,”
Ms Rice said after meet-
ings with French President
Mr Jacques Chirac and his
foreign minister. The
French leader and Rice
agreed that for both
Europe and the United
States, the prospect of a
nuclear-armed Iran is
“unacceptable,” Mr
Chirac’s spokesman Mr
Jerome Bonnafont said.
Their meeting lasted 90
minutes. Mr Chirac said
talks with Iran should con-
tinue, in close cooperation
with Russia and the USA.
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Pinter to contni{ue
° > \\%
anti-war campaign

W

Hasan Suroor Y\O
LONDON: Ignoring concerns
about his health and making
light of the bruises he suffered
on his forehead in a fall earlier
this week, Nobel laureate Ha-
rold Pinter on Friday vowed to
continue his campaign against
the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq.

Speaking hours after being
awarded the Nobel Prize for
Literature, the British play-
wright, his head still bandaged,
called the invasion a “symbol of
the attitude of Western democ-
racies to the rest of the world”,
and warned that the world
would “go down the drain” if
policy-makers in Britain and
America were allowed to get
away with it.

Mr Pinter, who has been an
outspoken critic of the British
and U.S. foreign policies, espe-
cially in relation to Latin Amer-
ica, Afghanistan and Iraq,
announced that he would use
his acceptance speech at the
Nobel Prizé ceremony in Stock-
holm in December to speak out
on the issue.

In his 45-minute speech,
which he said would be the
“longest” he has ever made, Mr
Pinter proposed to deal with
the “state of the world” as he
saw it in the light of recent
events in Afghanistan and Iraq.

“Iintend to say whatever it is
1 think. I may well address the
state of the world,” he said.

Critics hailed the Nobel A-
cademy’s choice of Mr Pinter as

THE HIrNE
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Acceptance speech
to deal with the
“state of the
world” in the light
of Irag and
Afghanistan

tribute to the global anti-war
campaign of which he has been
so much a part in recent years.
He was in the forefront of the
million-strong anti-war
“march” held in London in Feb-
ruary 2003 and has written sev-
eral poems, articles and
delivered lectures denouncing
the invasion as a “bandit” act.

He has consistently attacked
what he has described as the
“free world’s” contempt for
freedoms of other peoples.

In a speech earlier this year
after winning a prestigious lit-
erary award, Mr Pinter called
the military attack on Iraq as
“an act of blatant terrorism,
demonstrating absolute con-
tempt for the concept of inter-
national law.

“We have brought torture,
cluster bombs, depleted urani-
um, innumerable acts of ran-
dom murder, misery and
degradation to the Iragi people
and call it ‘bringing freedom
and democracy to Middle East’.
What we have unleashed is a
ferocious and unremitting re-
sistance, mayhem and chaos,”
Mr Pinter said after winning the
Wilfred Owen award.
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~Iraq amends
charter, but sees
W Yono harmony

ED IBRAHIM
BAG?:DAD, OCTOBER 12

IRAQIleaders agreed toan
amended draft constitution on
Wednesday, but many Sunnis
refused the compromise, three
days before the text is putto a
natton-wide referendum.

As ruling Shi'ites and Kurds
formally announced conces-
sions that persuaded a promi-
nent Sunni political group to
back the draft, a suicide
bomber blew himself up
among a crowd of army re-

cruits at a base at Tal Afar,

killing at least 30 people.
It was the second Al Qaeda
- attack in as many days in a
town where US and Iraqi
forces said they had flushed
out insurgents in a major of-
fensive last month. At least 24

people died on Tuesday.

In Baghdad, rebel groups
and Islamist militants joined
Sunni politicians to condemn
the charter deal, partly bro-
kered by US ambassador Zal-
may Khalilzad, that promises
minor amendments to the con-
stitution now and abroader re-
view in the new year. Key is-
sues for the Sunni Arabswere a
clause  emphasising the
“unity” of Iraqg, another its
place in the Arab world and
the use of Arabic in broadly au-
tonomous Kurdistan.

The changes won the sup-
port of the Iragi Islamic Party,
one of several claiming to
speak for the Sunni Arabs,
who largely boycotted Janu-
ary'selection for the current in-
terim government.

“We agreed Iraqgis should
say ‘Yes’,” the party’s general
secretary Tareq al-Hashimi
told a news conference. Sunni
Vice-President Ghazi  al-

camps to teach Shi'it
tantsin !raq how ;arry

Yawar also urged people to
vote. “It was done in haste but
it’s the best we can do,” he said.

It is unclear how the split in

" the ranks of their leaders will

affect Sunni voters—about 20
per cent of the population.
One Islamist militant group
declared al-Hashimi an “apos-
tate”. Abdul Salam al-Kubaisi
of the powerful Muslim Cler-
ics Association said, “Anyone
supporting this constitution is
merely ruining his reputation.
Fewbelieve the charter’sop-
ponents can muster a blocking
two-thirds majority against it.
There have been complaints
about delays that have pre-
vented many from seeing the
text; in Mosul, where a big
Sunni “No” vote is possible,
the governor's spokesman
said: “Even the governorate
has not received a copy. That
seems a deliberate move to
stop people reading the consti-
tution.” —Reuters -




OME in India may raise

the question why Iran

should not go nuclear as

Pakistah has done. Would
its consequences be worse than in
the case of Pakistan? After all, Iran is
the only country which was attacked
by weapons of mass destruction
(poison gas) during the 1981-88 war
and the entire international com-
munity sat on itshands without con-
demning Saddam Hussein. Iran
also happens to be the only Shia
country (till a Shia Iraq emerges)
surrounded by Sunni countries on
bothssides. Shia-Sunni hostility goes

low the Pakistani example. Zul-
fikar Ali Bhutto called the bomb
the “Islamic bomb” and collected
mon¢y Tor the programme from
Ivanous Arab states. A.Q. Khan, in

his confessional statement, said

back to the martyrdom of Imam / thathe carried out only his Islamic

Hussein 12 centuries ago. Saudi
Arabia has already got long range
Chinese missiles acquired in the
mid-"80s and Iran had reason to
fear that Pakistani nuclear war-
heads could be mated with Saudi
missiles and pose a threat to it. In
the last few yeays, Pakistan itself
had acquired long range missiles
from North Korea and China.
There has been speculation that
A.Q.Khan’s proliferation included
a fourth country believed to be an
Arab one. Syria, Egypt, Saudi Ara-
bia and Kuwait have been consid-
ered among the possibilities.

Therefore Iran could make a
plausible case for nuclear weapons
on the basis of security. It does not
do so but protests strongly its fuel
cycle programme is solely intended
for peaceful purposes. The ques-
tion then arises, in that case why
did it not proceed on it openly, after
notifying the IAEA? Iran persisted
in its clandestine uranium enrich-
ment efforts for 16 long years be-
fore they were discovered due to
the disclosures of a defector.
Therefore the Iranian assertions
do not generate much credibility
elsewhere in the world. The recent
IAEA resolution of September 24
had only Venezuela voting against
it, 34 out of 35 governors of the
. IAEA board either voted for the
resolution or abstained.

What would be the conse-
quences of Iran going nuclear?
There are fears that Iran may fol-

obligation when proliferating to
Iran and Libya. The newly elected
Iranian President, Mohammad
Ahmedinejad, during his visit to
Turkey, talked of Iran making
available enrichment technology to
other Islamic countries.

Therefore there are two kinds of
concerns among the international
community arising out of Iran’s ac-
quisition of nuclear weapons. The
first is that Iran may become an Is-
lamic proliferator. Second is that

W t}g%

the US military presence in the Gulf
area to keep the Shia populations
under control, A resource poor, nu-
clear Pakistan could only challenge
the American and Western powers
through jibadi terrorism. It would
be a different story in the case of a
nuclear Iran which is resource rich,
especially in terms of hydrocarbons.
Therefore the US and Middle East
rulers have real concerns about the
authority and influence which the
Ayatollahs from Tehran could exer-
cise over the entire Gulf area.
Whether this is a real or imaginary
fear, it is hard to tell. During Sad-
dam Hussein’swar on Iran, eventhe
Shias of Iran fought loyally on Sad-
dam Hussein’s side and the Shiasin
the Gulf states did not stage any up-

Traman nnclearvioan -

Tranian nuclear weapoiis, pesiaes stoking
Saudi Arabian proliferation and an Israeli
strategic countervailing response, may bring
Tehran mto COIlﬂlCt w1th Islamabad

nuclear weapon acquisition by Shia
Iranwill unleash a Sunni Arab back-
lash, particularly from Saudi Ara-

fising — not even when Saddam
Hussein brutally suppressed the
Shias in Southern Iraq.

P . L
If Iran went nuclear...

It’s the last thing India
needs in an already nasty
neighbourhood

have mortal fear of Iranian nuclear
capability. Perhaps, as highlighted
by recent Pakistani attempts towoo
Israel, the Israelis may feel justified
in entertaining greater fears about
Iran than of Pakistan.

There would also be fears that a
nuclear Iran, with its expanded in-
fluence over Shia Gulf states, might
exercise increased control over the
Gulf oil even as the role of the Gulf
oil in the energy security of major
nations becomes more crucial. A
nuclear Iranwould be considered as
being more capable of influencing
the Islamic Central Asian republics.
Inasense, Iran is the centre of grav-
ity of avaster oil resource base than
Saudi Arabia hasso far been.

Iranian nuclear weapons, besides
stoking Saudi Arabian proliferation
reaction and an Israeli strategic
countervailing response, may bring
Tehran into conflict with Islam-
abad. The anti-Shia sectarianism in
Pakistan is notorious, with Shias be-
ing mowed down frequently at
prayer meetings in mosques. On
Afghanistan, there is Iran-Pakistan
rivalry. Pakistan would lose much
ofits unhtv for the IS and the Wt

ifa nuclear armed Iran were to
dominate the Gulf.

This analysis will be valid only if
Iran were to become nuclear. After
16yearsof Pakistani assistance, Iran
is reported to have produced ura-
niumwith 1.52 per cent enrichment.
A.Q. Khan, in his confessional
statement, revealed that Zia-ul-
Hagq, while permitting him to deal

bia. A nuclear Iran, if it ever man- The Americans and westerners  with Iran, instructed him to be cau-
ages to become one, will have a  have not overlooked the fact that tious. The IAEA report would ap-
/tota]ly destabilising effect over West ~ Pakistan was able to Talibanise  peartoindicate that Iranhasspenta
Asia. Already the USworriesabout  Afghanistan, provide sanctuaryfor ot of time and effort for very lim-
the effect of a second Shia state  the Al-Qaida and carryonacam-  ited results. If the US and JAEA
emerging in Iraq and the impactof  paign of terror in Kashmir only ~were to insist on getting the evi-
Iran on that state. Eastern Saudi ~ when it acquired a nuclear shield.  dence of A.Q. Khan, the level of ex-
Arabia, where the oil fields are lo- At least in American and western  pertise Iran has been able to build
cated, and many of the Gulf States  memories, Iran’s image as a state  inregard to enrichment can be easily
have a majority Shia population, al- sponsoring terrorism goes back to  determined. The US appears to be
though they all have Sunni rulers.  1979. Memories of Hizbullah and  less concerned about Iran’s present
The Sunni rulers of Saudi Arabia  hostage takingin Lebanonstrongly  nuclear capability than about sub-
and the Gulfstateshave keptatight  influence the Western perceptions. ~ duing it politically. Otherwise it is
control over resentful Shia popula-  Israelis are confident that while the  difficult to explain their casual ap-
tions. They have depended upon  Pakistani bomb could be amenable proach to getting A.Q. Khan’s

the Gulf Cooperation Counciland  to US influence and control, they testimony before the IAEA.
- i pd
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Court hears first tESfIﬂlOﬂqu\“
as Saddam trial resumes .- .

Case adjourned till December 5; Ramsey Clark joins defence team

Atul Aneja

DUBAL: The trial of former Iraqgi
President Saddam Hussein and
seven to-defendants resumed in
Baghdad on Monday amid con-
cerns about the gsecurity and
fairness of the proceedings.

At least four defence attor-
neys failed to show up, though it
was not clear which of the de-
fendants they represent.

Mr. Hussein and his aides
have been accused of ordering a
massacre of Shias in the town of
Dujail in 1982. They could be ex-
ecuted if found guilty. All the
eight accused have pleaded not
guilty to the charges.

Defiant stance

Wearing a black suit and
white shirt, the former Presi-
dent was the last to be called. All
the eight defendants were seated
behind specially prepared enclo-
sures. As during his earlier ap-
pearances, Mr. Hussein
expressed defiance.

He brought to the judge’s at-
tention that he had to climb four
floors to the courtroom because
the elevator was not working. He
ob]ected to the presence of “for-
eign guards” who escorted him
up the stairs.

Engaging the judge in a num-
ber of heated exchanges, he said
that his guards had taken away
his pen, resulting in his inability
to sign the necessary court pa-
pers.

“I will alert them to the prob-
lem,” Judge Rizgar Mohammed
Amin said in response.

Mr. Hussein shot back: “I
don’t want you to alert them! I
want you to order them. They
are in our country. You are an
Iraqi, you are sovereign and they
are foreigners, invaders, and oc-
cupiers.”
|  The court also heard its first

witness testimony, from a for-
mer Iraqi intelligence officer,
who has subsequently died, on a
pre-recorded video.

Wadah Ismael al-Sheik had
investigated the 1982 assassina-
tion attempt on Mr. Hussein’s
life,- which led to the alleged
massacre in Dujail. In his testi-
mony, which was taped before
he died of cancer, Sheikh alleged

IN THE DOCK: Former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein at his trial in Baghdad on
Monday. Former head of Mr. Hussein’s Revolutionary Court Awad Hamed aI-Bandar
(left) and former Vice-President Taha Yassin Ramadan
are also seen. ~ PHOTO: REUTERS

that around 400 persons were
arrested after the ambush.
Families were rounded up and
taken to Abu Ghraib prison in
Baghdad, a day after the attack,
and a year later shifted to anoth-
er detention centre, he said. He
also accused former Iraqi Vice-
President Taha Yassin Ramadan
of ordering the destruction of
orchards where the assailants

had apparently hidden at the

time of attack. The trial has been

adjourned till December 5.
Meanwhile, the defence team

‘was strengthened with the in-

clusion of former U.S. Attorney-
General Ramsey Clark, who flew
in from the Jordantan~ capital
Amman. Regarded as a strong
critic of the trial, he said, “A fair
trial in this case is absolutely im-

perative for historical truth.”

Hours before the trial re-
sumed, Mr. Hussein’s support-
ers and detractors took to the
streets.

In the former President’s
hometown of Tikrit, a large
number of people came out in
support of Mr. Hussein. But in
Dujail, a crowd of around 200
persons called for his execution.
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“How India

averted IAEA

vote on Iran

NILOVA Roy Chaudhu
New Delhi, Novernber 25

THE GOVERNMENT
feels the consensus
reached in Vienna not to
push for a vote on Iran's
nuclear issue has opened
a “window of opportuni-
ty” and provided a vital diplomatic space for the EU 3
and Iran to re-engage in negotiations. Official sources
said Iran was “amenable” to suggestions that if its right
to enrich fuel was conceded, it could “offshore” or “out-
source” some of the actual enrichment process.

This is part of the deal the EU-3 (Britain, France
and Germany), with active support from the US, Rus-
sia and China, will begin to negotiate with Iran in ear-
Iy December, the sources said on Friday.

“Extremely relieved and very happy” that a vote on
Iran’s nuclear issue had been averted at the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency, India credited its in-
tense diplomatic efforts as a crucial factor in prevent-
ing a “divisive” vote in Vienna on Thursday. Not only
has it given the government breathing space vis-a-vis
the Left parties, not referring Iran to the UNSC will
stabilise the global energy scenario.

Sources said India’s “tremendous diplomatic ef-
forts” and a series of meetings had helped stave off
the vote and averted a potentially “tense” situation in
the neighbourhood. Indian officials met representa-
tives from the US, Russia, the EU-3, Iran, China and
South Africa to ensure that no vote was resorted to.

A UNSC referral could have led Iran to waik out of
the NPT, expel IAEA inspectors and begin uranium
enrichment, adding to proliferation dangers in India’s
immediate vicinity
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Iran likely to start nuclear
ennchme”ﬁk sayﬁlplomats

LOUIS CHARBONNEAUq %

& MARK HEINRICH Wlsdom prevailed at |AEA says Rafsan' i
VIENNA,NOVEMBER 25 D TEHRAN: Former Iranian president Akbar g
) ) ) Hashemi Rafsanjani told worshippers at Fri-
IRANispushingaheadwith | day prayers here that the UN nuciear watch-

plans to enrich uranium at its
underground plant in Natanz
in defiance of international
pressure to give up sensitive
nuclear technology, diplomats
and intelligence sources said
on the sidelines of this week’s
meeting of the International

dog's latest statement on Iran's disputed
atomic programme was a step in the right di-
rection but still had elements of "harass-

ment". "This time a kind of wisdom, precau-
tion, and an avoidance of adventurism
prevailed overthe |AEA meeting,” Rafsanjani
said. He, however, made no reference t0 the
Russian proposal. "We will niever accept be-

Atomic Energy Agency.
Afour-page conﬁdential mn-
telligence report cited a “se-
nior Iranian foreign ministry
source” as saying that on Octo-
ber 24 the secretary of Iran’s
Supreme National Security
Council, Ali Larijani, called an
emergency meeting of current
and former members of Iran’s
nuclear negotiating team.
“One of the cardinal issues
raised at the meeting was the
timing for activating the cen-
trifuge site at Natanz. Former
and current negotiating teams
weighed the various options
for the timing of the Natanz

us," he said.

ing bullied and it is not worth you bullying

REUTERS

operation,” the report said.
Such plans could jeopardise
a Russian attempt to head off
a confrontation over Iran,
through a proposal under
which Tehran would maintaina
civilian nuclear programme
but transfer enrichment to
Russia under a joint venture.
But a senior diplomat said
that the demand that Iran give
up enrichment “is on very
shaky legal grounds. As far as
we can tell, the Iranians are not
willing to give up enrichment,”
he said. “It’s a legal activity as

__long as it’s been declared and
we can’tjust go in there and tell
Iran not to do that. We don’t
hold many cards.”

The IAEA board agreed on
Thursday it was better to ex-
plore Russia’s compromise
plan than to vote on referring
Tehran to the UN Security
Council. However, western na-
tions on the IAEA board
would be likely to push for an
immediate referral to the
Council if Iran moved openly
toward enriching uranium.

—Reuters
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“Iran nuke issue blows
over as US shifts stand

Left Embarrassed With China’s Support For US

g \\OurPolitical Bureau ("
UV B\ NEW DELHI 25 NOVEMBER AN

PM boss Prakash Karat has rea-
C sons to feel relieved. With his pet

hate target, the US, opting not to
lobby for an immedi-
ate referral of Iran’s
suspicious nuclear
activities to the UN
Security  Council,
Mr Karat can now
suspend the Left's
confrontation with
the Manmohan
Singh government
on the issue.

India, which has
been opposing the
issue being referred
to the Security
Council, has been
maintaining  that
Tehran will have to
meet the non-prolif-
eration obligations. |’y
Mr Karat and his |
friends in the Left,
who frowned at the .
Indian government during the Pokhran
tests, have been organising meetings in
various parts of the country in support
of Tehran’s nuclear sovereignty.

The decision at Vienna to give time for
new Russian diplomacy must have
come as a relief for the Left as they had
warned of “dangerous consequences” if
India voted against Iran. A vote on the
issue would have required Mr Karat to
vote the talk.

This would have landed Mr Karat
and his friends in trouble as their sup-
port for Iran’s nuclear ambitions has

Left-SP circles, Mr Karat has also been
under attack for communalising for-
eign policy. It be recalled that he had at-
tended a Lucknow conference, which

not been finding support outside the

tried to introduce a community angle
into the Iran issue.

More embarrassing for Mr Karat and
his friends is the success of the US in en-
listing China’s support for its proposal
for hauling Iran before the Security

Council. The US has warned that
referral would happen soon if Tehran
did not meet its non-proliferation
obligations.

Talks on a Russian proposal to allow
Iran to conduct uranium enrichment
—in Russia and not in Iran in order to
keep Tehran from obtaining nuclear
technology crucial in making nuclear
weapons — will now take centre-stage.

EU-Iran talks collapsed in August
when Iran broke a suspension of urani-

“um conversion, the first step in making

enriched uranium that is fuel for nu-
clear power reactors but can also be
the explosive core of atom bombs.

EU has warned Iran against making
any “unilateral moves” to increasg/its
atomic activities. //
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UPA relief
follows IAEA

-move on Iran

NEW DELHI, Nov. 24. —
Reeling under attacks by
its Left allies on the Iran
nuclear issue, the
Congress-led UPA gov-
ernment today heaved a
sigh of relief after a crucial
meeting of the IAEAs
board- pf governors in
Vienna?ecided not to go
for a vdte while agreeing
to alled more time for
talks and diplomacy with
Teheran over a Russian
compromise proposal.

The Russian proposal
would allow Iran to con-
duct nuclear enrichment
in Russia, instead of doing
it at home.

Iran has so far not react-
ed positively to the pro-

— perceived to be a
sort of a middle ground
between the tough stands
taken by Teheran and
Washington — but discus-
sions are expected to start
in the  first week of
December on this.

From the UPA’s point of
view, it was a repneve for
the Manmohan Singh
government, given the
Left’s opposition to the
US-led position against
Teheran. In the event of a

vote on the issue leading -

to a referral of Iran to the
United Nations Security
Council for sanctions, the
UPA government would
have faced a tough task of
balancing its foreign poli-
cy with its domestic com-
pulsions.

Left parties declared
their intention to take on
the government in
Parliament if it sided with
the West on the Iran issue.
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Iranian Preésident
suffers new rebuff

Tehran, Nov. 23 (Reuters):
Iran’s parliamentarians threw
out President Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad’s third nominee for
oil minister today, blowing the
world’s fourth biggest crude
producer into uncharted con-
stitutional waters.

Iran’s oil ministry, the
mainstay of the economy, has
been rudderless since August
and parliamentary hostility to
the new President has exposed
bitter rifts in the conservative
camp.

Several analysts and law-

makers have speculated the

Guardian Council, Iran’s con-
stitutional watchdog, may
have to take the helm. The
President is aiso at odds with
the UN nuclear watchdog over
Iran’s uranium conversion
programme,

“This vote of no-confi-
dence should carry a message
to Ahmadinejad about his
method of choosing his oil
ministers,” conservative law-
maker Ali Riaz said after the
vote.

Ouf of 254 parliamentari-
ans who cast votes, only 77
voted in favour of Mohsen
Tasalloti, a veteran of the
petrochemicals industry. Law-
makers heartily congratulat-
ed each other when the results
of the vote were read out. Law-
makers accused Ahmadinejad
of only consulting with a
small number of his close al-
lies instead of with them.

“Ahmadinejad has aslogan

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad speaks to

lawmakers in the parliament in Tehran. (Reuters)

of co-operation between par-
liament and government, but
it would be better if he actual-
ly conferred with his lawmak-
ers,” Sattar Hedayatkhah said
in the debate before the vote,

The failure to select an oil
minister has severe economic
implications for the second
biggest exporter in the Organ-
isation of the Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries which de-
rives 80 per cent of its export
earnings from hydrocarbons.

“This delay is wasting
Iran’s huge oil and gas assets
and damaging its economy,”
said Manouchehr Takin from
the Centre for Global Energy
Studies.

Conservative parliamen-
tarian Kazem Jalali said a
competent manager had to be
found soon.

“The current situation
weakens our stance in Opec
and will diminish our chances
of co-operation with foreign
companies because it indi-
cates instability,” he said.

Lawmakers rejected Ah-
madinejad’s first nominee in
August. The second candidate
pulled out of the race earlier
this month. Ahmadinejad
made oil a keystone of his elec-
tion campaign in June and
has, therefore, been keen to ap-

point an ideologically close
comrade as oil ministW




Iranian Parliament passes Iaw
to curtail U.N. inspections -

Vote comes days ahead of IAEA meet on Teheran’s nuclear programme ‘4

Atul Aneja

DUBAL In a show of defiance, the
Iranian Parliament has backed a
move to begin uranium enrich-
ment and end surprise inspec-
tions by the United Nations if
Teheran’s case was referred to
the U.N. Security Council for
possible sanctions.

The vote where 183 out of 197
Iranian law makers backed the
proposal four days ahead of a
crucial meeting of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency
(TAEA) where Iran’s case would
be discussed.

The resolution turns earlier
diplomatic statements of de-
fiance by Iranian officials into
legislation that the Government
would necessarily have to follow.

Pressure campaign

The Council of Guardians — a
powerful body that can veto a
parliamentary decision, will now
review the Parliament’s posi-
tion.

Observers, however, say that
it is likely that the Council will
formalise its support for the Par-
liament’s vote on Tuesday, two
days ahead of the IAEA meeting
in Vienna.

The United States has been
leading a campaign to pressurise
Iran, saying that there were
strong suspicions that Teheran
was developing nuclear weap-
ons.

Iran has denied the charge,
and has stressed that it was har-
nessing atomic power to aug-
ment its energy resources.

Two recent developments
have also been cited to arm twist
Iran. First, Iran’s announce-
ment that it had started the pre-

liminaryenrichment of a second
bzya/o?:lranium at its facility in

A ‘@
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FUELLING A CONTROVERSY: Iranian students stage a demonstration to support the country’s nuclear programme,
in front of the Natanz Uranium Enrichment Facility, 322 km south of Teheran recently. - PHOTO: AP

Isfahan has gone against it. Sec-
ond, its declaration to the IAEA
that it had received unsolicited
information from the A.Q. Khan
nuclear smuggling network has
also had a negative impact.

THE RikpDU

There has been a spate of media
reports suggesting that the in-
formation that was received re-
lated to the manufacture of the
explosive core of a nuclear
bomb, thereby indicating Iran’s

22 N0y 200

possible interest in nuclear
weapons.

Analysts point out that Iran is
being pressurised mainly to en-
dorse a Russian proposal, which

would allow it to carry out the

main part of enrichment on Rus-
sian soil. The U.S. along with
Germany, France and Britain
has backed the proposal, and the
U.S. has exhorted Iran to accept
the compromise deal. -



Iraqis’right to Y.
rule themselves
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The U.S.-led occupation of Iraq is resulting in the
murder and torture of civilians — and a broad

resistance movement.

Haifa Zangana

HE PHOTOGRAPH of an elderly

Iraqi carrying the burned body of a
child at Fallujah, widely shown during
the chemical weapons controversy of re-
cent days, is almost a copy of an earlier
one that Iraqis remember — from Halab-
ja in March 1988. Both children were
victims of chemical weapons: the first
killed by a dictator who had no respect
for democracy and human rights, the
second by U.S. troops, assisted by the
British, carrying the colourful banner of
those principles while sprinkling Iraqis
with white phosphorus and depleted
uranium.

The Fallujah image is emblematic of
an unjust occupation. We read last week
that U.S. troops were “stunned by what
they found” during a raid on a Ministry
of Interior building: more than a
hundred prisoners, many of whom “ap-
peared to have been brutally beaten” and
to be malnourished. There were also re-
ports of dead bodies showing “signs of
severe torture.” Hussein Kamel, the
Deputy Interior  Minister, was
“stunned” too. This feigned surprise is a
farce second only to the WMD lie.

While the U.S. and British govern-
ments have spent the 30 months of occu-
pation arguing for the legality of
chemical weapons and the “usefulness”
of torture to extract information, Iraqis
have been engaged in a different strug-
gle: to survive the increasingly harsh oc-
cupation, and to define democracy and
human rights accordingly. Experiences
of collective punishment, random arrest
and killing are the defining features.

On October 16, for example, a group of
adults and children gathered around a
burned Humvee on the edge of Ramadi.
There was a crater in the road, left by a
bomb that had killed five U.S. soldiers
and two Iraqi soldiers the previous day.
Some of the children were playing hide
and seek, and others laughing while pelt-
ing the vehicle with stones, when a US
F-15 fighter jet fired on the crowd. The
U.S. military said subsequently it had
killed 70 insurgents in air strikes, and
knew of no civilian deaths.

Among the “insurgents” killed were
six-year-old Muhammad Salih Ali, who
was buried in a plastic bag after relatives
collected what they believed to be parts
of his body; four-year-old Saad Ahmed
Fuad; and his eight-year-old sister, Hai-
fa, who had to be buried without one of
her legs as her family were unable to find
it.

American forces increasingly use air

THE HINDY

strikes to reduce their own casualties.
They also work with Iraqi forces on
search-and-destroy missions to retaliate
after a successful attack on their troops,
or to intimidate the population ahead of
aU.S.-timetabled political process. Most
Iraqis are indifferent to the political
timetable imposed by the occupiers —
from the nominal handover of sover-
eignty to the bizarre three months of
sectarian and ethnic wrangling about
the interim government and the declara-
tion of a “yes” vote on the draft constitu-
tion by Condoleezza Rice within hours
of the ballot boxes closing. They think
the whole process is intended to divert
their attention from the main issues: the
occupation, corruption, pillaging of
Irag’s resources, and the interim gov-
ernment’s failure on human rights.

Thousands have been kept for more
than a year without charge or trial, in-
cluding the writer Muhsin al-Khafaji,
who was arrested in May 2003.

‘Women are taken as hostages by U.S.
soldiers to persuade fugitive male rela-
tives to surrender or confess to terrorist
acts. Sarah Taha al-Jumaily, 20, from
Fallujah, was arrested twice: on October
8 she was accused of being the daughter
of Musab al-Zarqawi, despite her father,
a member of a pan-Arab party, having
been detained by U.S. troops for more
than two months; and on October 19 she
was arrested and accused of being a ter-
rorist. Hundreds of people demonstrat-
ed, and workers staged a general strike,
to demand her release. The Interior
Ministry states that 122 women remain
detained, charged with the novel crime
of being “potential suicide bombers.”

Armed resistance is in accordance
with a 1978 U.N. general assembly reso-
lution that reaffirmed “the legitimacy of
the struggle of peoples for independence
... from ... foreign occupation by all avail-
able means, particularly armed strug-
gle.” The Iraqi National Foundation
Congress (INFC), an umbrella group of
parties and civil society organisations, is
leading political resistance. There is also
civil and community resistance, involv-
ing mosques, women’s organisations,
human-rights groups and unions.

Most Iragis believe that they have a
right to more than a semblance of inde-
pendence. The lesson history taught us
in Vietnam, that stubborn national re-
sistance can wear down the most power-
ful armies, is now being learned in Iraq.
— ©Guardian Newspapers Limited
2005

(Haifa Zangana is a novelist and for-
mer prisoner of Saddam’s regime.)



Increasing pressure
A\ . e
¢ v to withdrawy .-

raqi President Jalal Talabani’s assessment that for-
eign troops could start withdrawing by the middle of
2006 might appear plausible at the surface. The occu-
pation forces could pull out of pockets that have been
argely left undisturbed by the insurgency. However, if Mr.
/Talabani meant that an end to the occupation was in sight,
/he is likely to be proved wrong. The Governments of the
{ United States and the United Kingdom, which contribute
the bulk of the military forces, have not changed their basic
position on withdrawal: their troops will leave only when
Iraqis are ready to take charge of security. At this point, just
one of the 80 battalions the post-Saddam army plans to raise
is up to full strength. While soldiers of this army have taken
part in counter-insurgency operations, they have never act-
ed independently. In every major action, they have provided
little more than marginal support to the foreign forces.
Given this situation, it was mystifying that British Prime
Minister Tony Blair endorsed Mr. Talabani’s assessment.
There is no guarantee that, once the foreign forces leave,
resistance fighters will not rush into the Shia-dominated
southern regions, which have remained relatively quiet. The
insurgents, who have held their own against highly skilled
military formations, will not hesitate to take on poorly
trained and ill-motivated Iraqi troops. Recent revelations
that Shia personnel of the Interior Ministry ran a clandes-
tine jail where they tortured Sunnis will further infuriate the
resistance fighters. Sunni hatred for the Shias has already
manifested itself in several bomb attacks, such as the No-
vember 18 strike that killed more than 75 people.

Although critics of President George Bush are aware that
civil war could break out in Iraq once foreign forces with-
draw, they have ratcheted up the pressure on the adminis-
tration to take such a course. Senate Democrats were not
able to push through a resolution requiring the adminis-
tration to set a deadline for a withdrawal. That hardly count-
ed as a victory for Mr. Bush since the Republicans blocked
their rivals only by passing a resolution of their own. From
now on, the administration will have to provide quarterly
reports that will help the Senate assess whether conditions
are favourable for a withdrawal. With Congressional elec-
tions due in 2006, the calls for a pull-out are likely to get
stronger — especially as a majority of Americans are now
opposed to the war, according to public opinion polls. The
Arab League has provided the Bush administration with a
faint glimmer of hope: it intends to convene a meeting in
Cairo of all the Iraqi factions in a desperate attempt to
evolve a consensus. The pan-Arab body pulled off a near
miracle 16 years ago when it persuaded all the factions
involved in the Lebanon civil war to sign on to the Taif
Agreement. However, the ball game in Iraq seems strikingly
different.
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25 killed

in Iraq o
ambushes

AGENCIES /'t k\’w@%

London, November 20 g E/ 1

A BRITISH soldier was killed in a
roadside bomb in Basra, southern
Iraq, on Sunday while on Saturday
an ambush on a joint US-Iraqi pa-
trol northeast of Baghdad left 15
civilians, eight insurgents and a US
Marine dead.

A ministry of defence spokesman
in London said they were investi-
gating the circumstances of Sun-
day’s attack and could not give any
further details until the next of kin
had been informed.

Since the conflict started in 2003,
98 British soldiers have died in Iraq.

Basra has enjoyed relative calm
compared to central Iraq where in-
surgents are waging a campaign of
suicide bombings and shootings,
but it has seen an increase in vio-
lence in the last few months.

Saturday’s ambush on a joint US-
Iraqi patrol northeast of Baghdad
began with an improvised explosive
device detonating next to a Ma-
rine’s vehicle in Haditha, the US
command said.

Fifteen Iraqi civilians were also
killed by the blast, which was fol-
lowed by an insurgent attack with
small arms fire, the statement said.
“Iraqi army soldiers and Marines
returned fire Kkilling eight insur-
gents and wounding another,” the
statement said.

At a US-backed reconciliation
conference in Cairo, Sunni lcaders
are pressing ahead with demands
that the Shia-majority government
agree to a timetable for withdraw-
ing all foreign troops. In Washing-
ton, US defence secretary Donald
Rumsfeld said on ABC’s ‘This Week’
that commanders’ assessments will
determine the pace of any military
drawdown.
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US House
deteats call

to exit

0
ASSOCIATED Press 5
Washington, November 19 1/“\‘? o \“7

THE REPUBLICAN-CONTROL-
LED House spurned calls for an
immediate pullout of troops from
Iraq in a vote hastily arranged by
the GOP that Democrats vocifer-
ously denounced as politically
motivated.

“To cut and run would invite te-
rrorism into our backyards, and
no one wants to see troops fight-
ing terrorism on American soil,”
Speaker Dennis Hastert, R-IlL.,
said on Friday night after the Ho-
use, as planned, rejected a GOP-
written resolution for immediate
withdrawal. The vote, held as law-
makers rushed toward a two-we-
ek Thanksgiving break, was 403-3.

Democrats accused Republi-
cans of orchestrating a political
stunt that prohibited thoughtful
debate on the issue, and nearly all
voted against the measure.

That included Rep. John Mur-
tha of Pennsylvania, the Democ-
ratic hawk whose call on Thurs-
day for pulling out troops set off a
nasty, personal debate over the
war. “Our military is suffering.
The future of our country is at ri-
sk. We cannot continue on our
present course,” Murtha said.

“Congress in strong, bipartisan
fashion rejected the call to cut and
run,” White House spokesman
Scott McClellan, travelling with
Bush in Asia, said in a statement.
Earlier on Friday, the president
called an immediate troop with-
drawal “a recipe for disaster.”

Murtha, a Marine veteran dec-
orated for combat service in Viet-
nam and widely respected among
his peers, issued his call for a
troop withdrawal at a news con-
ference on Thursday. In little mo-
re than 24 hours, Hastert and Re-
publicans decided to put the ques-
tion to the House. Republicans
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‘We’ll stay till we win’

President Bush vowed on
Saturday that US troops will stay
there ‘until we have achieved the
victory that our brave troops
have fought for.’ Surrounded by
troops at this base 48 miles
south of the Korean demilita-
rized zone, Bush said, “America
will never run. We will stand and
fight and we will in the war on
terror.”

USA Today, Osan, S Korea

Ir

hoped to place Democrats in an
unappealing position — either
supporting a withdrawal that crit-
ics said would be precipitous or
opposing it and angering voters
who want an end to the conflict
Democrats said it was a sham anc
quickly decided to vote against
the resolution in an attempt tc
drain it of significance.

At one point in the emotionai
debate, Rep. Jean Schmidt, R-
Ohio, told of a phone call she re-
ceived from a Marine colonel. “He
asked me to send Congress a mes-
sage — stay the course. He also as-
ked me to send Congressman
Murtha a message — that cow-
ards cut and run, Marines never
do,” Schmidt said. Murtha is a 37-
year Marine veteran and ranking
Democrat on the defence appro-
priations sub-committee.

Democrats booed and shouted
her down — causing the House to
come to a standstill. Rep. Harold
Ford, D-Tenn., charged across the
chamber’s centre aisle screaming
that Republicans were making
personal attacks. “You guys are
pathetic! Pathetic!” yelled Rep.
Marty Meehan, D-Mass. Democ-
rats gave Murtha a standing ova-
tion as he entered the chamber
and took his seat.




Tran begins processing

second batch of uranium..»

At

Teheran move may complicate the issue at Vienna meet W:\Q /‘l\

AwlAnea \0\ M
DUBAL: As the countdown\for the
crucial nuclear talks in Vienna
begins, Iran has said that it had
started processing a second
batch of uranium at its facility in
Isfahan. .

“We had informed the U.N.
watchdog that Iran wanted to
process a new batch of uranium
and we have started it,” the
semi-official Mehr news agency
quoted Iran’s chief nuclear ne-
gotiation Al Larijani as saying.

Iran’s decision to resume the
initial phase of uranium enrich-
ment in August halted its com-
prehensive djadogue with the

wishedto resume talks with the

E.U. Analysts point out that
Iran’s latest decision could com-
plicate efforts to defuse tensions
over its nuclear enrichment pro-
gramme.

The United States has led an
international campaign suggest-
ing that Iran is seeking atomic
weapons under the cover of a
civilian nuclear energy
programme.

Nuclear feedstock

Prior to Mr. Larijani’s state-
ment, the Iranian English daily
Teheran Times reported that
Iran had informed the IAEA
about its intent to carry out the
enrichment of a second batch of
uranium at Isfahan.

The daily, however, said the
processing of around 50 tonnes

of uranium would begin only on
November 26 — a day after the
conclusion of the two-day IAEA
board members’ meeting in
Vienna.

Iran converts uranium into
uranium hexafluoride gas at Is-
fahan, which is the feedstock for
producing enriched uranium.
Low enriched uranium is used
for generating electricity, but
the material can be used for
weapons when enriched to a
high degree of purity.

Meanwhile, diplomacy ahead
of the IAEA meeting on Novem-
ber 24 has gathered momentum,
Nicholas Burns, the U.S. Under
Secretary of State for Poli*’
Affairs, was set to hold *
London with offi~’

Fr}x(ce, Britain ar



55 killed in suicide attack on mosques

Baghdad apartment collapses aﬂtLt\er car bombs explode outside prominent hotel nearby; six killed

Atul Aneja e
DUBAL At least 55 pers}n‘fs were
killed and scores injured when
suicide bombers attacked two
packed Shia mosques, raising
fears about the deepening sec-
tarian divide inside Iraq.

The bombers blew themselves
up during Friday prayers when
hundreds of worshippers had as-
sembled. The explosions took
place in Khanagin in north-east-
ern Iraq. The town is close to the
Iranian border and has a mixed
population of Shias and Kurds.
The two communities dominate
the new U.S.-backed Iraqi Gov-
ernment, while the Sunnis, who
have traditionally held power,

have faced political
marginalisation.
More casualties feared

“Two suicide bombers wear-
ing explosive belts walked into
the Greater and the Smaller
Khanagin mosques and blew
themselves up,” Diyala Provin-
cial Council leader Ibrahim Ha-
san al-Bajalan was quoted as
saying. Mr. Bajalan said the blast
had destroyed the mosques com-
pletely and expressed fears that
more bodies may be found under
the rubble.

Earlier in the day, two car
bombs exploded outside a prom-
inent Baghdad hotel that has
been popular with westerners.
While the first vehicle smashed
into the concrete security bar-
rier, it was followed by another
truck that tried to enter the ho-
tel compound. While the explo-
sions did not cause much
damage to the hotel, they
brought down a nearby apart-
ment building where most of the
casualties occurred. At least six
persons were killed and 40 were
injured.

Tensions between Sunnis and
Shias have aggravated after U.S.
security forces found 173 prison-
ers, mostly Sunnis, inside a
building in an Interior Ministry
building. Sunni leader Saleh
Mutlaq alleged that the Shia-
dominated Government was
holding more than 1,100 prison-
ers at the Ministry, of which sev-
eral had died d}le to torture.

" dozens of rescuers

ALL-ROUND DESTRUCTION: Rescuers and a U.S. military armoured vehicle gather at the site where two suicide car bombers detonated
vehicles in Baghdad on Friday. - PHOTO: AP

were still digging through the
rubble of the three-storey Grand
Khanaqin Mosque. As the men
dug, 12-year-old Sarkhel Akram
collected copies of the Koran,
then she kissed them and put
them away.

The suicide attacker walked
into the mosque and detonated
himself in the middle of a group
of people, said Ali Abdullah who

THE RikCU

was in the congregation. He add-
ed that the suicide attacker’s
“flesh could be seen on the walls
of the mosque after the explo-
sion.”

Troops attacked

Omar Saleh (73), said from his
bed at Kalar Hospital that he was
bowing in prayer when the bomb
exploded. “The roof fell on us

e @DHG aul 1
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and the place was filled with
dead bodies™.

Also on Friday, militants at-
tacked U.S. and Iraqi troops in

western Tran cotting Aff ranhne
“iangy Uvtaaag UL BULIUGLS

tles that left 32 militants dead, a
U.S. military statement said.
One Marine and an Iragi sol-
dier suffered minor injuries dur-
ing the attack. Most of the
fighting took place around a

-mnnn‘ne

_lnnn‘r\n‘r\/‘r\l

mosque in the centre of the
town.

America’s death toll rose
Thursday as| the U.S. military re-
po'rteu a U.s. Marine kiiled the
day before in Haditha, 180 km
northwest of Baghdad. An army
soldier died on Thursday in a
traffic accident near Beiji, 190
km north of Baghdad and a sec-
ond soldler dled in another acci-

n::AnlriHD INYEBUNA Antinn i e

dent near Balad, the command
said.

In another setback for sectar-
ian reconciliation, the leader of
Iraq’s1argest Shia political party
will not attend an Arab League
meeting set for this weekend in
Cairo to set the stage for arecon-
ciliation conference of Iraqi
groups, his spokesman said on
Friday.
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Iran Is Reported to Continue Nuclear Activity

a

By RICHARD BERNSTEIN ¢\ 0% v A% 01 f o -
Published: November 18, 2005 Pttt E-Mail This

| Printer-Friendly
BERLIN, Nov. 17 - Iran has resumed converting uranium despite Reprints
European requests that it abstain from such work pending a new Save Article

round of negotiations on its nuclear activities, a diplomat close to
the International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna said Thursday.

The reported resumption of activity, at a nuclear plant in Isfahan, comes days after Iran
appeared to rebuft a European proposal that would allow Iran do some converting of
uranium into a natural gas at the plant provided the product made there would be sent
outside the country, presumably to Russia, for the final processing that would allow it to be
used to generate power.

& N
On Saturday, Iran's nuclear chief, Gholamreza Aghazadeh, said in Tehran that "Iran's Past 2
nuclear fuel must be produced inside the country,” according to news agency reports. 1 Da
2. She
The Europeans, who have been trying to ensure that Iran does not produce nuclear 3. Mo
weapons, had asked the Iranians to cease conversion work until negotiations about the Yo
offer had taken place. 4. The
5. Sex
"It's not forbidden," the diplomat close to the atomic energy agency said, meaning that the Got

Iranian converting of uranium does not violate theNuclear Nonproliferation Treaty. The
diplomat spoke on condition of anonymity because of the delicacy of the pending
negotiations. "It's significant from the point of view of posturing just at the point of getting
back to negotiations, and that has antagonized the Europeans.”

Iran maintains that it has the right to enrich the uranium it mines for energy-producing
purposes. The conversion work at Isfahan produces a precursor of the uranium-fluoride gas

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/11/18/international/middleeast/18iran.html 11/18/2005
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that is a central part of the process of creating nuclear fuel, which could be used either for
building bombs or generating electricity.

Iran says that its nuclear activities are intended only for peaceful uses, but the United
States and many European countries contend that its goal is to produce nuclear weapons.

Anins

Next week the International Atomic Energy Agency is scheduled to meet and consider an Also in

American-supported proposal to refer Iran's nuclear activities to the United Nations * Whe

Security Council for possible penalties. ‘é":f
Next Article in International (5 of 15) >

ADVEFR

Click here to download a copy of Today's New York Times CA™

Learn |

Ads by Google what's this? simplif

WWW.C¢

Guif Hurricane Relief
Help Support Health Clinics Providing Critical Aid to Evacuees.
www.DirectRelief.org

Make Your Donation Today
Help Rebuild Lives & Communities in Hurricane Affected States
www.BushClintonKatrinaFund.org

Help Hurricane Victims
Donate to the Disaster Relief Fund Providing Shelter, Food & Support
www.RedCross.org

RELATED ARTICLES

Relying on Computer, U.S. Seeks to Prove [ran's Nuclear Aims (November 13, 2005)
Rice Denies U.S. Is Leading Nuclear Talks With Tehran (November 11, 2005)

F4 U.S. and Europe To Give Iranians New Atom Offer (November 10, 2005)

3 Iran Reports Making Bid to Resume Nuclear Talks (November 7, 2005)

RELATED SEARCHES
Iran l Atomic Weapons { International Atomic Energy Agency

INSIDE NYTIMES.COM

lgﬂmrgmom

Is Key West Going Sacred Visions Where Statecraft [s
Raises Questions Classe Tous Risques Straight? in Russia Stagecraft

Cadaver Exhibition

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/11/18/international/middleeast/18iran.html 11/18/2005



‘Annan lands -

in Iraq

B,

The UN chief has given
a call for national
reconciliation. AFP

BAGHDAD, Nov. 12. —-
UN chief Mr Kofi Annan
called today for nationai
reeonciliation,  arriving
for a surprisc visit as a car
bomb Killed cight weck-
cnd shoppers and injured
21 in a4 Shi'tic neighbour-
hood of Baghdad. Shi'ite
leaders  brushed aside
calls for including most
Sunni insurgents in a rec-
gneiliation meefing,

It was Mr Annan’s first
trip to Iraq sirice the 2003
US-led invasion and the
third by a high-level inter-
national official in as many
days following visits by US

9\

LY o\
secretary  of  state Ms
Condoleezza Rice yester-
dav and British foreign
secretary Mr Jack Straw
the day before. All three
encouraged  disaffected
Sunnis, who form the core
of the insurgency, to take
part in national clections
next month.

The UN leader also
cendorsed Arab League
cfforts to organise a con-
ference bringing together
Iraq’s varied groups to
heal the nation’s divisions.

Howcever, the leader of
the biggest Shi'ite party,
Abdul-Azizal-Hakim, told
Mr Annan that he was not
inferested in a conference
that included Saddam Hus-
cin loyalists, members of
the former regime and
Sunni religious  fanatics
believed  responsible  for
attacks against civilians.

‘Saddam aide dead’

The  highest  ranking
leader, lzzat Ibrahum al-
Douri, still at-large trom
Saddam regime has died, a
Baathist Web site reported
today. The Web site run by
former {op Baath Party
members said Al-Douri
died at 2:30 a.m. today.

1.5 NOV 2005



Suicide bombers
kill 37 in Iraq '2“”’\ '

Attacks in Baghdad restaurant, Tikrit

BAGHDAD: Suicide bombers struck
in a Baghdad restaurant and in for-
mer Iragi President Saddam Hus-
sein’s hometown of Tikrit on
Thursday, killing 37 persons and
wounding more than 40.

The bodies of 27 persons who
had been shot in the head were
also discovered in open country-
side south of the capital.

Thursday’s main attack came in
the morning when a suicide bom-
ber wearing a belt of explosives
walked into a central Baghdad res-
taurant, known for serving break-
fast to police and security
personnel. At least 31 persons
were killed and 28 wounded in the
attack which devastated the res-
taurant, located near the Sheraton
and Palestine Hotels which were
targeted last month, leaving blood
spattered all around.

Six more died and 13 were
wounded when a suicide driver
detonated a car bomb outside an
Iraqi army recruitment centre in
Tikrit, Mr, Hussein’s home town in
the north of the country.

Two more civilians were killed
an hour later in the same spot
when another bomb exploded, po-
lice added. The grisly discovery of

27 bodies was made in the region
of Jassan, near the town of Kut,
according to army Colonel Badr
al-Basri, who said the victims,
whose hands and feet were bound,
were dressed in civilians clothes.

Sunni leader killed

An official from the Sunni Is-
lamic Party, Ahmad Rashid al-Ra-
wi, kidnapped on Tuesday in the
restive town of Ramadi, west of
Baghdad, was also found mur-
dered, his party said.

Meanwhile, Iraqi Government
spokesman Leith Kubba con-
demned Wednesday’s bombings in
three hotels in the capital of the
neighbouring Jordan, saying they
showed that countries in the re-
gion had to stand together in the
fight against terrorism.

The group of Al-Qaeda’s front-
man in Iraq, Abu Musab al-Zar-
qawi, responsible for many of the
more grisly attacks, claimed re-
sponsibility for the Amman bomb-
ings.

“This is a hard blow for Jordan
and for Jordanian citizens, but
this could wake up Jordan’s pubhc
oplmon to the reality of what is
going on in Iraq,” he said. — AFP
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United States, Iraqi forces battle

militants near Syrian border

Troops meet with sporadic resistance; number of rebels killed unconfirmed ™

BAGHDAD: United States and Iraqi
forces battled militants on Sun-
day in a town near the border
with Syria as part of a military
sweep aimed at preventing for-
eign fighters from entering the
country.

The goal of Operation Steel
Curtain, launched early on Sat-
urday, “is to restore security
along the Iraqi-Syrian border
and destroy the Al-Qaeda in Iraq
terrorist network operating
throughout this area,” Brigadier
General Donald Alston told re-
porters on Sunday.

U.S. officials have long held
that foreign Al-Qaeda fighters
enter Iraq through the border
with Syria via the Euphrates
valley.

As they entered Husayba, U.S.
and Iraqi forces encountered
“sporadic resistance” from mil-
itants, mainly improvised explo-
sives and gunfire, said Brig. Gen.
Alston, a spokesman for the
U.S.-led coalition forces in Iraq.
“We are not meeting what I
would term stiff resistance,” he
said. He cautioned, however,
that the operation “has just be-
gun‘n
At least nine air strikes were
called in on strong points in Hu-
sayba as well a strike on a sus-
pected car bomb.

There were no reports of mil-
itary or civilian casualties, and
“the number of terrorists killed
in the strikes in unconfirmed,”
Brig. Gen. Alston said.

The U.S. military is keeping a
tight lid on information from the
region.

The operation, involving
1,000 Iraqi soldiers as well as
2,500 U.S. marines, sailors and
soldiers, is one of the biggest
| joint military operations in the
restive Sunni Arab province of
Al-Anbar, Iraqi and U.S. forces

are also housing and feeding
some 400 residents, the military
said.

U.S. officials are especially
proud of locally-recruited Iraqi
scouts called “Desert Protec-
tors,” men recruited in the re-
gion that help point out militant
safe houses and gather intelli-
gence about possible attacks.

“Al-Qaeda in Iraq needs to be
sustained from outside the
country,” Brig. Gen. Alston said.
The group also “generates the
most spectacular attacks and
kills the most Iraqis with their
attacks. That’s why we focus on
Al-Qaeda in Iraq as strongly as
we do.”

Different operation

Steel Curtain follows earlier
operations also along the Eu-
phrates valley in Al-Anbar. But
this operation is different be-
cause it is also designed to set up
a joint U.S.-Iragi permanent
presence along the border.

The key difference with previ-
ous operations is that the Iraqi
army is now trained and
equipped well enough to leave
enough forces to protect a city.

Meanwhile, in the northern
oil town of Kirkuk, 255 km north
of Baghdad, a first group of Sunni
Arabs were released from prison
as part of a programme aimed at
lessening tension in the multi-
ethnic city.

Eighty Sunni detenus are to
be set free over the next three
days.

Alocal official, Khodr Hassan,
said the move was an initiative
taken by President Jalal Talaba-
ni “with the goal of opening a
new page in relations between
Arabs and Kurds and to create a
peaceful climate” for the De-
cember 15 general elections. —
AFP
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RECEIVING GIFT: Orphans receive toys from Ahal al-Iraq (People of Iraq) mo
the occasion of Id in Baghdad, on Saturday. - PHOTO: AP
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[ran: buildiné on the revolutionary agenda

M.K. Bhadrakumar X\g 1 C
N A prescient view, when the region and
the world were still sizing up the Iranian
President-elect Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, a

. Xinhua despatch from Teheran featured
by Eeople’s Dailyin early August reported : “The
suceessful play of the class card and religion card
at a critical juncture has brought an unknown
myyor to the office of the president. It provokes
contemplations over Iran’s true situation and
the Iranian people’s real expectations — a more

vivid picture of Iran obfuscated from the world

by inaccurate and inadequate media presenta-

tion.”

The commentary went on: “However, it must
be pointed out that the president-elect cannot
rely on these two cards (class and religion) after
his assumption of power because the image of
pauper hero and apologist is far from good
enough to be a good president. The lucky man
shoulders even greater expectations now.”

While the “international community” re-
mains narrowly focussed on Iran’s nuclear issue,
latching on to every word uttered by Iranian
officials, within Iran itself, the attention is cen-
tred on what is shaping up into an epic struggle
in the overall orientation of Iran’s national pol-
icies, the economic agenda in particular.

True, there are ominous signs of the dividing
lines getting frayed as Mr. Ahmadinejad’s recent
comments about Israel testify. Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov had this in mind when
he warned last week that the “international
community” should be careful not to create “a
second North Korea.”

Three months into his presidency, Mr, Ah-
madinejad has carefully begun to develop his
electoral promises. As early as August 3 at the
ceremony installing him as Iran’s sixth Presi-
dent, Mr. Ahmadinejad said the promotion of
‘justice’, which was the ideal of the Iranian revo-
lution of 1979, would top his agenda. He ex-
plained that by ‘justice,” he meant a fair social
distribution of wealth, eradication of poverty,
tackling unemployment, and conducting a pur-

CARTOONSCAPE

2\ By saying Israel should be wiped off the face of

the earth, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has = -
underscored the point that the national 7
consolidation of opinion is his ultimate strength.

posive struggle against all forms of discrimi-
nation and corruption. (In fact, he explained
Iran’s foreign policy too as borne out of similar
impulses as “adoption of discriminatory policies
and double standards toward other countries
and the arrogation of special privileges and con-
cessions in various economic, political and sci-
entific spheres by certain governments, which at
the same time deprive other nations of their due
rights, too are manifestations of ‘injustice™”.)

Three weeks later, addressing a special ses-
sion of the Iranian Majlis on August 21, Mr.
Ahmadinejad further elaborated his thinking on
what constituted ‘justice” He said ‘justice’
meant bridging the gap that existed between the
common people and the administration by re-
forming the “bureaucratic system” and promot-
ing “a culture of kindness”; focussing on
unemployment and the attendant social prob-
lems; “rendering service to deprived classes”
(among the “priorities of the government™); and
improving public services (“the principle of ren-
dering public service must be co-related to the
extent of deprivation among sections of socie-
ty”).

A major plank of Mr. Ahmadinejad’s electoral
platform has been the redistribution of Iran’s oil
wealth that is under the control of a handful of
interest groups. He had termed the move as his
first battle to promote social justice. His battle
cry to take on Iran’s “oil mafia” and to give more
contracts to Iranian firms in the oil sector, apart
from redistributing oil wealth, generated enthu-
siastic support from the poor people.

Last week, Mr. Ahmadinejad nominated a sur-
prise choice as Iran’s new Oil Minister — Seyed

Sadeh Mahsouli. Whether the Majlis will ratify
the nomination will remain an intriguing ques-
tion in Iran’s politics in the coming days. For,
Mr. Mahsouli is the latest in a chain of appoint-
ments made by the President from the ranks of
the Iranian Revolutionary Guards (IRGC) to key
positions in the Government. Mr. Ahmadinejad
has evidently turned to the IRGC (to which he
has himself belonged since 1980) for providing
aides on whom he could rely for the imple-
mentation of his agenda.

The IRGC was created originally as the Prae-
torian guards of the Iranian revolution and was
specifically barred by Imam Khomeini in 1989
just before his death, from any involvement in
active politics. (Khomeini did not want to risk
exposing IRGC to the factionalism that was en-
demic to Iranian politics — such was the impor-
tance the Imam attached to IRGC’s role as the
main pillar of the revolution.)

However, since end-2003, there were inci-
pient signs that the religious leadership was be-
ginning to depend on IRGC to counter the
so-called “reformist” challenge. In the parlia-
mentary elections of 2004, for the first time
IRGC had its candidates elected as legislators.
Its political profile has been on a steady upward
graph since then due to a variety of factors —
including geopolitical factors such as the war in
Iraq, escalating U.S. hostility, and Iran’s nuclear
issue — culminating in the victory of Mr. Ah-
madinejad. JRGC also manages Iran’s nuclear
programme.)

This new force in Iranian politics combines
adherence to the ideals and principles of the
Iranian revolution such as social justice, and the

special, dominant role of Islam. Sections of the
religious leadership see this new force as the last
hope for redeeming the ideals of the 1979 revolu-
tion, but large sections of the old guard equally
view the crusade against corruption and the cail
for distributive justice with growing unease.

Arguably, a showdown of this kind (common
to all revolutions) should have taken place soon
after 1979 but for the 8-year Iraqg-Iran war
(1980-88) and the passing away of Imam Kho-
meini in 1989. At any rate, under the presidency
of Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani (1989-97), the
regime careered away further and further from
the revolutionary ideals.

Corruption and political cynicism spread as
the regime incessantly sought the complicity of
the religious leadership in the misappropriation
of state wealth. The bazaari interests linked up
with the clergy and the upper crust of the (north
Teheran) middle class — all in the name of “eco-
nomic reform”, “liberalisation” and “globalisa-
tion” — within a system of self-perpetuating
crony capitalism.

The ‘bonyads’ (charitable trusts), corrupt and
overstaffed consortium of companies headed by
the elite or their cronies, exempt from taxes and
answerable only to the Supreme Leader, ac-
counted for nearly haif of Iran’s GDP by the time
the Rafsanjani presidency ended in 1997. Mo-
hammad Khatami promised change and re-
ceived a huge popular mandate but in the event
the old guard frustrated his programme,

Mr. Ahmadinejad has astutely headed for the
heart of the matter. He has formed a triumvirate
with his key ally, Speaker of the Majlis Gholam
Ali Haddad Addel, and the powerful chief of the
Judiciary, Ayatollah Mahmoud Shahroudi, and
opened up the sensitive issue of “corruption in
the economic and administrative sections of so-
ciety.” Last Thursday, the opening salvo was
fired when the Majlis met in a closed-door ses-
sion, which was attended by Ayatollah Shahrou-
di. To what extent the campaign would be
advanced, and with what speed, remains to be
seen but the ‘bonyads’ are bound to come under
close scrutiny.

The President’s calculation seems to be that
the political fight against corruption will throw
the old guard off balance — a formidable combi-
nation of the religious leadership, bazaari in-
terests, cronies and even sections of the Iranian
bureaucracy and intelligentsia who parade as
“reformists” and “moderates”. He seems to cal-
culate that such a “softening up” may facilitate
easier passage of his painful economic agenda
orientated toward redistribution of wealth and
social justice.

Indeed, the old guard can be expected to strike
back. In the present context, the old guard has
kept extensive links with Western powers as
well. (According to details available now, antici-
pating his victory in the presidential election in
June, Mr. Rafsanjani, who was idolised as Iran’s
‘moderate’ par excellence by the Western media,
had, in fact, struck a deal with British interloc-
utors on a compromise over Iran’s nuclear is-

. sue.) No wonder Mr. Ahmadinejad has decided

to recall one third of all Iranian heads of mis-
sions in the embassies abroad.

A pragmatic conservative

Iran’s nuclear issue is not directly linked to
this titanic struggle over the ‘soul’ of the Iranian
revolution, but it is not so peripheral either. Mr.
Ahmadinejad is instinctively a pragmatic con-
servative. He has not sought confrontation over
the nuclear issue. His preferred choice will be
compromise and cooperation. Even after the
TAEA vote of September 24, he did not pull Iran
out of the NPT or jettison the Additional Proto-
col or begin enriching uranium.

The point is Mr. Ahmadinejad (and the IRGC)
is acutely conscious that Western powers, espe-
cially the U.S,, would be keenly watching and
would try to fish in troubled waters. Therefore,
through statements like the one he made recent-
ly about “wiping off” Israel from the face of the
earth, he is conveying the message to the ene-
mies of Iran to back off. He is underlining that
the national consolidation of opinion is his ulti-
mate strength — and, he is not looking beyond it.
(Over 80 per cent of Iranians support the Gov-
ernment’s nuclear policy.)

It should not take much effort to understand
what is it that has drawn Hugo Chavez, President
of Venezuela, so instinctively close to Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad in such a short period of time.
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Iran allows UN team to

visit secret military site

IAEA inspectors revisit Parchin to scrutinise nuclear programme

REMEMBERING TAKEQVER: A woman holds up a placard reading: “Nuclear [power] for Peace” during a
demonstration in front of the former U.S. embassy in Teheran on Tuesday to mark the 26th anniversary
of its takeover by Iranians. - PHOTO: AFP

VIENNA: Iran has granted U.N. nu-
clear inspectors new access to a
high-security military site as
part of efforts to avoid referral to
the Security Council, diplomats
said on Wednesday. The diplo-
mats said experts from the In-
ternational Atomic Enpergy
Agency were allowed to revisit
Parchin as they try to establish
whether Teheran has a secret
nuclear weapons programme.

Links to arms?

Parchin has been linked by
the United States and other na-
tions to alleged experiments
linked to nuclear arms. The
TIAEA had for months been try-
ing to follow up on a visit in Ja-
nuary for further checks of
buildings and areas within the
sprawling military complex as it

looksfor}s of radioactivity.

That visit — which was closely
controlled by authorities — re-
vealed no such traces.

But one of the diplomats, who
like the others requested ano-
nymity because he was not au-

thorised to talk to the media
about the sensitive investiga-
tion, said over the past few days
IAEA inspectors had “gained ac-
cess to buildings” previously out
of bounds to them. The diplo-

TEHERAN: Iran’s Government
on Wednesday said it was
removing 40 Ambassadors
and senior diplomats,
including supporters of
warmer ties with the West, in
a shake-up.

Foreign Minister
Manouchehr Mottaki
announced the changes to
Parliament, saying “the
missions of more than 40

Teheran removes 40 envoys

Ambassadors and heads of
Iranian diplomatic missions
abroad will expire by the end
of the year,” which is March
20 under the Iranian
calendar. The shake-up gives
the Government the chance
to purge pro-reform figures
brought in by his
predecessor, Mohammad
Khatami, and install its own
supporters. — AP

mat, who is close to the agency,
said environmental swipes were
taken from objects in the build-
ings and would be analysed at
IAEA laboratories.

If those swipes reveal minute
amounts of radioactivity, they
would strengthen suspicions of
nuclear-related work at Parchin.

Because Parchin is run by the
armed forces, such a discovery
would weaken Iranian argu-
ments that its nuclear pro-
grammes are strictly
non-military.

That would strengthen senti-
ment that Teheran be referred
to the U.N. Security Council for
breaching the Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty as early as No-
vember 24, when the IAEA’s
35-nation board of Governors
has its next meeting.

The swipe results are expect-
ed before then. — AP /
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aé . Riddled with -
'\ contradictions

i hile the committee mandated to draw up Irag’s
‘TT constitution submitted its draft minutes be-
fore the expiry of the August 22 deadline, the
interim parliament decided to wait for another
‘hree days before voting on the measure. The political par-
:ies that dominate the executive and legislative branches
" 20pe they will be able to evolve a consensus during this
interval. This hope might prove futile since the draft is
riddled with contradictions. For instance, it prohibits legis-
lation that violates democratic norms and the essential
rights and freedoms enshrined in the constitution; but it
also bans legislation that “contradicts Islamic standards.”
The women and religious minorities of Iraq have cause for
concern since there are other provisions that conservatives
can exploit to give the state an Islamist character. The family
and property rights Muslim women had under the Ba’athist
regime are likely to be eroded as the draft stipulates that
each community will be governed by its own code on matters
such as marriage and inheritance. Religious minorities will
not be comfortable with the provision that makes Islam a
major source of law. Secular forces in the country believed
that the United States, for its own reasons, would not toler-
ate the emergence of a theocracy. To their dismay, U.S.
Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad played a major role in per-
suading the drafting committee to include the Islamist pro-
visions. This was part of an effort to get the support of
conservative Shia parties for the draft constitution so that
Washington could claim that the transition to a democratic
and sovereign Iraq wason schedule. .~ .

Iraq’s women and religious minorities might not have the
strength to confront the conservatives. However, Sunnis
have the incentive and the means to derail the constitution-
making exercise. Most members of this community live in
four provinces that lack petroleum resources and, not sur-
prisingly, oppose the demand made by Shia and Kurd parties
for the grant of extensive autonomy to the provinces. With
Iraq’s oil fields situated largely in provinces controlled by
Shias and Kurds, these communities could have deprived
sthers of their share of the national wealth if the constitu-
:ion provided for a weak central authority. The draft stip-
1lates that oil revenue should be shared in accordance with
‘he population spread in the country. However, it also ap-
»ears to grant the provinces and the centre equal authority
o administer petroleum products extracted from existing
vells. The Sunnis, who have threatened civil war if these
srovisions are not amended, might not need to resort to
such drastic measures. The constitution will not come into
force if two thirds of the voters in three provinces say ‘no’ to
it in the referendum scheduled for October 15. Washington,
which is desperately keen on showing that its policy is ‘on
track’, has again forced Iraqis to act against their own in-
terests.



BAGHDAD: Iraqi Prime Minister
Ibrahim Jaafari said on Tues-
day that almost all issues dog-
ging the draft Constitution
were resolved, but Sunni Arabs
warned it was divisive and

the nation.

“We have agreed on 151 of thr
1D atidhes i vne Comstivation
including the federal status of
the government and the status
of regions and provinges,” Mr.
Jaafari told a press conference.
He said issues concerning hu-
man rights, including women'’s
rights, have also been agreed
upon.

“We have made an important
stride,” said the Shia Prime
Minister.

In a nail-biting drama, Par-
liament on Monday received
only an incomplete draft of the
| first post-Saddam Constitution

submitted under intense U.S.
pressure but without the ap-
proval of the Sunni Arab minor-
ity.

The charter’s writers beat a
midnight deadline by just a few
minutes to present the Consti-
tution that will shape the future
of 27 million war-battered Ira-
qis and could pave the way for a
withdrawal of foreign troops.

But several issues remained
unresolved, including the
mechanism for implementing

would be rejected when put to -

Iraqi Sunnis reject«’ .
Constitution draft, W

Jaafari confident of consensusb\\QS Tm

federalism, the treatment of the
Saddam Hussein regime offi-
cials, and how to divide author-
ity between the presidency,
Parliament and the govern-
ment.

Negotiations will take place
over the next three days to
bridge remaining differences
over the text, whiidu must’be ap-
proved in an October referen-
dum ahead of new elections in
December. — AFP

Bush defends policy

AP reports from Idaho (U.S.):

American President George
W. Bush charged on Tuesday
that anti-war protesters such as
Cindy Sheehan, who want the
troops brought home immedi-
ately, are “advocating a policy
that would weaken the United
States.”

Mr. Bush gave no indication
that he would change his mind
and meet Ms. Sheehan, who lost
ason in Iraq and has emerged as
a harsh critic of the war there,
when he returns to his Texas
ranch on Wednesday.

On Iraq, Mr. Bush said a dem-
ocratic constitution “is going to
be an important change in the
broader Middle East (West
Asia).”

Reaching an accord on a con-
stitution after years of dictator-
ship is not easy, Mr. Bush said.



Three days not enough for

[raq constitution consensus
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ASSOCIATED Press
Baghdad, August23  “(®

THE HEAD of the committee
drafting Iraq’s constitution said
on Tuesday that three days are
not enough to win over the Sun-
ni Arabs, and the document they
rejected may ultimately have to
be approved by parliament as it
is and submitted to the Iraqi peo-
ple in a referendum. On Monday
night, Iraqi leaders completed a
draft and submitted it to parlia-
ment with only minutes to go be-
fore a midnight deadline but
they delayed a vote to give them
time to convince the Sunni nego-
tiators to accept it.

At a news meet, drafting com-
mittee chairman Humam Ham-
moudi acknowledged that three
days would probably be too short
to win over the Sunnis, who ob-
jected to the wording on federal-

X‘F

ism, Saddam Hussein’s Baath Pa-
rty, the description of Irag as an
Islamic — but not Arab — coun-
try, and other parts of the docu-
ment. Asked about ways to break
the impasse, Hammoudi said:
“the Iraqi people will rule” and
suggested that the elected parlia-
ment could debate the issues and
take a decision. Shias and Kurds,
who accepted the agreement,
dominate the assembly.

Approving the draft and sub-
mitting it to voters in an October
15 referendum risks a backlash
from the Sunnis, who are at the
forefront of insurgency Luring
them away from violence and
into the political process was a
major US goal for the constitu-
tion. But Hammoudi noted that
unlike the Shia and Kurd nego-
tiators, the Sunnis were not
elected parliament members but
were appointed to the commit-
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tee. Sunnis won only 17 of the
275 parliament seats because so
many Sunnis boycotted the Jan-
uary 30 election.

“Those who are representing
the brother Sunnis are not elect-
ed,” Hammoudi said. “There-
fore, who can say that they really
represent the people on the
street ... therefore the Sunnis
have to express their opinion.”

Prime Minister Ibrahim al-
Jaafari, a Shia, appeared to make
an overture to the minority.
“Some of the political groups
have some reservations and we
will study them and try toreach a
solution in the next three days.”
he said in Baghdad on Tuesday.

“Our Sunni brothers faced
some circumstances in the past
that prevented them from having
real representation ... we hope
that in the future they will be
better represented.”



Baghdadi bum p@s u«

Iraq gropes for a Constitution , '

raq’s attempt {0 rustlc up a draft Lonstltutlo has ﬂoun

dered on the twin rocks of Islamic law and federalism.,
The inferests: of the three groups -— Kurds, Shias and
Sunnis —-remain divergent. Even if a patchwork quilt is
woven after the seven-day extension of the deadline, the
country will remain in the melting pot. Arough and ready
name-fag — Republic of Iragq -~ scems to have been
agreed upon, though this compromise of sorts has left the
contending parties dissatisfied. The respective demands
for prefixes have been rejected: the Sunnis had clamoured
for Arab; Kurds had pitched for Federal and Shias were
intent on 1slamic. The degree of autonomy is a major bone
of contention. In their quest for self~determination, the

_ Kurds want an autonomous north. The Shias are secking
an cqually autonomous region in the south with special
status for clerics. This has created another area of friction
— the role Islam should play in governing the laws of the
country. The fear of the Kurds is valid enough: if the re-
ligious leadership becomes predominant, there will be no
rule by law or Constitution. Nevertheless, hetween them
the Kurds and the Shias will be controlling the country’s
stratezically important, oil-rich areas. If current trends
are any indication, the Sunnis, left with the central por-
tion of the country, will be the losers. It is an area wrecked
by poverty and insurgency. They also stand to lose in a
loos¢ federal structure based on regional autonomy for
that is bound to split the country. Given the oil reserves,
economic federalism will further impoverish the Sunnis.
An equal distribution of natural resources is, therefore,
imperative.

Iraq is much too fractured and violent for a solution
through a constitutional framework. A draft may yet be
hammered out through the tangled skein of ethnicity, fed-
eralism and Islam. As Bush and Blair watch the haggling
between the various ethnic and religious groups, their
interest in the exercise can at besg#e academic. The mess
today is of their creation.
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Rory Carroll

BAGHDAD: Iraqi women’s rights advocates
mounted an 11th-hour push on Sunday
night to dilute the role of Islam and
safeguard their freedoms in a draft
Constitution.

They mobilised in Baghdad to steel
liberal and secular members of the
drafting committee for a showdown
against religious conservatives.

With crucial parts of the draft still
undecided, it was unclear whether Islamic
law, or Sharia, would override the civil law
that governs areas such as marriage,
divorce, child custody and inheritance.

Shia clerics and politicians vowed to
make Islam one of the main sources of law,
moving Iraq closer to the theocracies of
Iran and Saudi Arabia. :

If they succeed, the consequences will
be dire, said Yonadam Kanna, a Christian
member of the drafting committee. “For
women it would be a disaster.”

Female Members of Parliament and
non-governmental organisations lobbied
potential allies at the convention centre in
Baghdad’s green zone, a fortified complex
hosting most of the negotiations.

A cluster formed around Wael Latif, a
legal adviser to the Constitutional
Committee, warning him that negotiators
would not be forgiven if this generation of
women ended up more oppressed than
their mothers.

A 1959 law blending Western legal
principles with Sharia law gave Iraq one of
West Asia’s more enlightened attitudes to
family issues. Saddam Hussein kept the
law and women enjoyed a measure of
equality — even during the 1990s when the
secular leader flirted with Islam.

Women fear Iraq Constitution s

The Kurds and moderate Shias want Islam to be one
of the main sources of law, rather than the main
source. If they fail, it would be a setback for U.S.
President George Bush, who has cited women’s
equality as one of Washington’s objectives in Iraq

Since the U.S.-led invasion in March
2003, however, conservative Shias,
oppressed for decades under Mr. Hussein,
have stoked a politically charged religious
revival, which is especially strong in the
south. Even in the capital it is now rare to
see women in public without headscarves,
or driving on their own.

Having triumphed in January’s
elections, the conservative Shia parties
have pushed for the new Constitution to
let religious courts handle marriage,
divorce, child custody and inheritance
cases. Some negotiators have also sought
the recognition of tribal justice and the
elimination of the 25 per cent quota for
the minimum proportion of women in
Parliament.

The largely secular Kurds and moderate
Shias want Islam to be one of the main
sources of law, rather than the main
source. If they fail, it would be a
humiliating setback for United States
President George Bush, who has cited
women’s equality as one of Washington’s
objectives in Iraq.

However, many Iraqi women, especially
in rural areas, favour Sharia law, citing
religious devotion and loyalty to leaders
who braved Mr. Hussein’s persecution.

They also say Sharia improves their
marriage prospects because it allows
husbands to have four wives and obliges
them to provide for spouses and offspring.

Fatima Kadhim (30), a Baghdad doctor,
approved men inheriting at least twice as
much as women because they had greater
responsibilities. Dr Kadhim even
supported the right of husbands to beat
disobedient wives.

“But only as a last resort. And it
shouldn’t leave any marks on her body,

M‘?W‘g“® o - 14
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Holding a portrait of the late Shia
leader Ayatollah Mohammed Bagir
al-Hakim, Iraqi women voice their
demands to have Islamic law be the
structure of the new constitution, in
Jront of the local government
buildings in Basra on Sunday. -
PHOTO: AP

otherwise he has to pay compensation.”
About 1,000 women held a rally in the
southern city of Basra on Sunday to
support Sharia law, after dozens of women
belonging to a liberal group with the
opposite objective last week held a rally in
Baghdad.

Yanar Mohammad, an outspoken liberal
advocate, said she was braced for a
Constitution of misogyny and inequality.
“I am alarmed. It is not going to reflect the
aspirations of women in the 21st Century.”

The imposition of Islamic law would
leave women vulnerable to political and
domestic oppression, she said. “Women
could be stoned and beaten.”

A spokesman for the conservative Shia
Prime Minister, Ibrahim al-Jaafari, said he
was baffled by such warnings, saying the
Government had repeatedly pledged to
uphold women’s rights. — ©Guardian
Newspapers Limited 2005
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Baghdad, Aug. 14 (Reuters)\tent of &O}ml autonomy,

Iraq’s leaders wrangled over
limits on regional autonomy
in what could be the final 24
hours of negotiations about a
new constitution, with expec-
tations rising that they would
meet a Monday deadline to
clinch a deal.

Parliament has been sum-
moned to a special sitting to-
morrow and several negotia-
tors said it was likely the Na-
tional Assembly would be able
to start reviewing the new
charter right away.

‘At this meeting (of parlia-
ment), we expect the draft con-
stitution will be delivered,”
Nasser al-Awadi, a Sunni Arab
member of the constitutional
drafting committee, said.

Bahaa al-Araji, a leading
Shia member of the commit-
tee, also said the constitution
would be ready to be presented
to parliament by the August 15

deadline, although talks
chaired by President Jalal Tal-
abani continued today.

Prime Minister Ibrahim
Jaafari told reporters he was
“optimistic” about an agree-
ment tomorrow, while his
spokesman and adviser, Laith
Kubba, told CNN: “From what
I hear, there is an agreement
and the document will be sub-
mitted on time.”

The main sticking point
has been arguments over the

particularly for Kurds and
Shias, as well as Shia demands
for a bigger role for Islam in
the law.

Kurds want guarantees of
existing freedoms in the
north, some Islamists from the
Shia majority are pushing for
Islamic law and the prospect of
a Shia autonomous region in
the south, and Sunni Arabs,
dominant under Saddam Hus-
sein, fear losing a share of
northern and southern oil-
fields.

Clinching a timely deal isa
key goal for President George
W. Bush, who says the process
will undermine rebels among
the Sunni Arab minority and
aid US plans to hand power to
Iragis.

But insurgents struck
again, killing five US soldiers
in roadside bomb attacks. Pro-
testers at Bush’s Texas ranch
demanded he bring troops
home. Under pressure in opin-
ion polls over his handling of
Iraq, Bush rejected such a
move as “premature”.

“We’'re never going to let
him have another vacation in
peace again,” said Cindy Shee-
han, whose son died in Iraq
last year.

Observers expect vague
language in the constitution
on issues like federalism, leav-
ing it to future negotiation.
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Iraq leaders rush to meet
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Baghdad, August 14

UNDER STRONG pressure}] from
the US, Iraqi leaders held last-
minute talks on Sunday as they
sought to overcome Sunni objec-
tions to key issues in a new con-
stitution with a deadline to ap-
prove the charter only a day away.

One lawmaker raised the pos-
sibility that Monday’s deadline
may have to be postponed. How-
ever, US Ambassador Zalmay
Khalilzad said the document was
on track to be finished on time.

Talks were concentrating on
issues like federalism and the
role of Islam — obstacles that
have for weeks blocked progress
on the draft of the charter, which
Washington considers a key part
of the process to curb a Sunni-
dominated insurgency.

A meeting was held on Sunday
morning between President
Jalal Talabani, Kurdish leader
Massoud Barzani, former Prime
Minister Ayad Allawi and parlia-
ment Speaker Hajim al-Hassani,
Kurdish legislator Mahmoud
Othman said. He added that a
session was planned between
Sunni politicians and Barzani at
noon. In the evening, Kurdish
and Shia leaders will meet at the
office of Prime Minister
Ibrahim al-Jaafari.

Al-Hassani’s office issued a
statement on Sunday saying that
meetings were still going on “to
reach satisfactory solutions on all
pending points in the draft consti-
tution.” The statement added that
all leaders were “exerting all
their efforts to solve the matters...

AP

Iragi President Jalal Talabani (left), and Sunni leader Adnan al-Dulaimi
speak to reporters after their meeting on Saturday.

and no final agreement has been
reached until this moment.”

With little sign of progress,
legislator Jawad al-Maliki, a
member of al-Jaafari’s Dawa
Party, told The Associated Press
on Sunday that “if we don’t
reach an agreement today. we
might amend the interim consti-
tution and extend the deadline
by a minimum of two weeks.”

But the U.S. ambassador dis-
missed the suggestion.

“The Iraqis tell me that they
can finish it and they will finish
it tomorrow,” Khalilzad said Sun-
day on ABC’s This Week. “There
are options, obviously, should
they need it, but at this point, my
information is — and I've just
come from a meeting with the
Iraqi leaders — that they intend
to finish it tomorrow.”

Khalilzad acknowledged the

importance of getting Sunni
Arabs to sign off on the docu-
ment, particularly-since the in-
surgency is dominated by Sun-
nis. “This constitution can be a
national compact bringing Sun-
nis in, isolating extremists and
Baathist hard-liners and setting
the stage over time for defeating
them,” the ambassador said on
CNN'’s Late Edition.

The interim constitution
states that amendments can be
made only with the approval of
three-fourths of the 275-member
parliament and the unanimous
approval of the president and
his two deputies.

On Saturday, Talabani predict-
ed a draft constitution will be
ready by Monday’s deadline, and
Othman said the draft would be
presented to parliament with or
without Sunni approval. AP
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eve of i
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BAGHDAD, Iraq, Aug. 13.
— Roadside bombs and
ambushes killed at least
nine people and wounded
11 others today, as Iraqi
leaders reported tentative
agreements on issues such
as distribution of oil-
wealth and Islam as the
state religion, with only
two days to go to finalise
the new constitution.

-A Shiite member of the
committee writing the
constitution, Mr- Saad
Jawad Kandil, said the
draft would be submitted
to parliament on Sunday,
one day before the dead-
line for legislative
approval.

But a Sunni member,
Mr Saleh al-Mutlaq, said
he knew nothing about
plans to submit.the docu-
ment tomorrow. President
Mr Jalal Talabani said he
hoped the draft could be
finished tomorrow and
meetings were underway
today to try to meet the
deadline.

But no agreement had
been reached on the
major stumbling block -
federalism ~ as well as the
role of the Shiite clergy,
dual nationality and a

" description of Saddam
Hussein’s Baath party, a
Sunni Arab official said.

Wide differences
remain on those issues
among Shiites, Sunnis and
Kurds. Sunni Arabs con-
sider federalism which
they fear will lead to the
disintegration of the
country, as a deal-breaker.
Even the formal name of
the country kept going
through last minute mod-
ifications.

Four civilians died when
a roadside bomb exploded
near Samarra, 95 kilome-
ters (60 miles) north of
Baghdad, police captain
Mr Laith Mohammed
said. Two Iraqi police
were also shot to death in
Samarra, police said.

In Baghdad, police
major Mr Ahmed Kamil
was killed in an ambush
in a western neighbour-
hood, police said.

One Iraqi soldier was
shot dead in Dora district
of south Baghdad, police
said. An unidentified man
was found dead in.
Baghdad’s Sadr City
neighbourhood. His hands
were cuffed and he had
been shot in the head-and
legs, police said.

Seven people -~ three of
them civilians ~ were hurt
in a blast in eastern
Baghdad, and four others
were injured in separate
borbings and shootings

- in Dora, police said.

—



Iran in nuclear showdown

A more considered and consensual approach

to proliferation problems might be

the wisest course. f@
s et

HE DRUMBEAT of Western disap-

proval accompanying Iran’s deci-
sion this week to resume uranium
conversion at its nuclear plant in Isfahan
looks likely to drown out more-consid-
ered approaches to the problem of nu-
clear weapons proliferation in general
and Iran’s aspirations in particular,

Largely unremarked by mainstream
media, the Foreign Ministers of Austra-
lia, Chile, Indonesia, Norway, Romania,
South Africa, and the United Kingdom
put forward a series of proposals last
month to avoid exactly the sort of con-
frontation that now looms over Teheran.
The seven countries affirmed “the in-
alienable right of all state parties to the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation  Treaty
(NPT) to develop research, production
and use of nuclear energy for peaceful
purposes without discrimination.”

But crucially, they suggested that
states wishing to develop nuclear power
for civil purposes should be able to do so
without first having to develop a domes-
tic fuel cycle capability. It is Iran’s insist-
ence on acquiring such a capability that,
more than anything, has strengthened
American, Israeli and European suspi-
cions that it is trying to build the bomb.

In other words, the Ministers said, the
international community “should estab-
lish mechanisms to ensure guaranteed
access to the market for nuclear fuel and
related services for states in compliance
with their non-proliferation obligations
under the NPT.” Internationally ap-
proved and monitored supplies of nucle-
ar fuel would reduce the risk of diversion
of the enriched product for non-peaceful
purposes. Thus some of the suspicions
surrounding the current Iranian pro-
gramme would, in theory at least, be
dispelled.

The group of seven also bemoaned the
failure of last May’s NPT review confer-
ence in New York and proposed a series
of steps to reinforce the treaty.

Last but not least the seven countries,

one of which (Britain) is an acknowl-
edged nuclear weapons state, said the
international community “must contin-
ue practical, systematic and progressive
efforts to advance nuclear disarmament
globally ... towards a world free of nucle-
ar weapons.” The group said it would
pursue its proposals at next month’s
U.N. summit. Unfortunately, the Bush
administration was not party to the ini-
tiative, and neither were Russia or China
for that matter. And in any case, the
initiative by itself cannot stop a Security
Council showdown over Iran if the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) decides to refer the Iran “das-
sier” to New York.
- Internationally safeguarded and guar-
anteed nuclear fuel supplies, for exam-
ple, were part of the “final offer” put to
Teheran last week by the EU3 — France,
Germany and Britain. Unfortunately,
the atmosphere of distrust and recrim-
ination after two years of protracted ne-
gotiations — and following last month’s
election of a conservative Iranian Presi-
dent — seems to have led Teheran to
reject the deal out of hand.

Simon Tisdall
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“The EU proposal was very insulting
and humiliating,” said Mohammad Saee-
di of Iran’s Atomic Energy Organisation.
Mr. Saeedi appeared to be referring to
the widespread Iranian perception that
the EU was trying to deny Iran its “in-
alienable right” to process fuel — a prob-
lem that might have been overcome if
the group of seven’s proposals had been
in place. The growing air of crisis over
Iran’s nuclear programmes is also ob-
scuring other new factors which could
(and perhaps should) have a direct bear-
ing on how Western countries, and par-
ticularly the U.S,, act now. One such
factor is the leaked assessment con-
tained in a new Bush administration Na-
tional Intelligence Estimate (NIE) on
Iran.

According to American newspaper re-
ports, the NIE concluded that Iran was
bent on acquiring the atomicbomb. “Itis
the judgment of the intelligence com-
munity that, left to its own devices, Iran
is determined to build nuclear
weapons.”

But the study also expressed uncer-
tainty that Iran’s clerical leaders had ac-
tually decided to go ahead. And it threw
cold water on repeated Israeli claims
that Iran was within six months of gain-
ing a nuclear weapons capability. It esti-
mated that, given Iran’s technical
limitations, it would probably not de-
ploy an atomic bomb, agsuming it want-
ed to, until 2015.

The NIE’s considerably less dramatic
conclusions are reminiscent of interna-
tional weapons survey reports since the
Iraq invasion that showed pre-war
claims about Irag’s nuclear capabilities
and activities had been wildly inaccurate
— and politically exaggerated. By leaking
the findings, and taking a cautious line,
the U.S. intelligence officers may be try-
ing ensure they do not get caught on that
hook again.

And this leads to another largely un-
der-reported and unconsidered nugget
of information concerning Iran’s activ-
ities that emanated from the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
this week. It is that key evidence on
which the charge of illicit bomb-making
against Iran rested may have to be
scrapped. Tests performed by the IAEA
reportedly indicate that enriched urani-
um particles found on Iranian nuclear
equipment came from Pakistan, from
where the equipment was imported, and
were not produced in Iran. Teheran has
adamantly maintained all along that this
was the most likely explanation for the
existence of the particles. Now the IARA
appears to agree.

Far from being able to brandish a
smoking gun, Iran’s accusers hardly
have a water pistol to share between
them. That does not necessarily mean
Teheran is innocent of all charges. It
does not disguise the fact that Teheran
suspiciously concealed its nuclear activ-
ities for many years. But when other
factors are also taken into account, it
does suggest that a more considered and
consensual approach to Iran and other
proliferation problems might be the wis-
est course. — ©Guardian Newspapers
Limited 2005
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ug. 10. — Iran has risked jeopardising its relations
ﬁittgx the West by breaking UN seals at a uramum1 é)rgé
cessing plant to reopen sensitive areas that cou
nsed to develop a nuclear weapon.

A British Foreign Office spokesman said the move at
1e Isfahan plant violated an agreement reached with
iritain, France and Germany in November last year,
hen Iran suspended all activities related to uranium
:nrichment. “The removal of seals has been completed.
[he plant is fully operatio?)al now,” said Md Saeedi,
jeputy head of Iran’s Atomic Energy Organisation,

However instead of announcing a breakdown of talks
with Iran, the spokesman added that the UN nuclear
watchdog, meeting in emergency session in Vienna,
would today discuss a resolution urging Iran to resume
the voluntary suspension. Diplomats expect a consensus
on the resolution.

The three Europeans countries spent today in negoti-
ations with other key members of the 35-nation board of
the International Atomic Energy Agency on how to
react to Iran’s defiance.

Western diplomats said that, despite Iran’s violation of
its agreement with the Europeans, there was no appetite
among some non-nuclear states to refer Iran to the UN
Security Council for punitive sanctions. Countries like
India and Brazil “don’t see why they should be referred for
something that they are legally entitled to do,” one diplo-
mat said, referring to Iran’s right under the nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty to develop peaceful nuclear energy.

The resumption of activities at Isfahan, which had
been expected, was under the surveillance of the IAEA,

But Iran appears unlikely to change course, despite
IAEA board entreaties. The head of Iran’s delegation to
the IAEA meeting, Sirus Naseri, said that Iran would not
reverse its decision, raising prospects that the crisis could
deepen further. “There are no good options here,” a
diplomat said. In Vienna, the UN nuclear watchdog
agency confirmed that its seals at an Iranian nuclear facil-
ity were broken today, as it postponed a meeting so diplo-
mats could seek consensus over how to rebuke Iran for
resuming activities that could lead to an atomic weapon.

The International Atomic Energy Agency’s seals in
place at the uranium conversion plant in Isfahan were
broken under its supervision to allow Iran to resume
conversion activities, spokesman Mr Mark Gwozdecky
said. The agency said it had a surveillance system in
place at the facility to keep tabs on the work. IAEA
board members were discussing how to persuade Iran to
resume a voluntary suspension of uranium conversion and
enrichment. They have the authority to report Iran to the
UN Security Council, which could trigger punitive sanc-
tions, but there was no talk of that at an emergency meet-
ing of the agency’s 35-nation board. — The Independent
{With inputs from agencies) /
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Iran defies
on nuclear

Teheran move ahead of cruc1

Atul Aneja

MANAMA: After a gap of nine
months, Iran has resumed work
at its nuclear conversion facility
at Isfahan, signallingits intent to
pursue uranium enrichment de-
spite opposition by the Europe-
an Union and the United States.

At the Isfahan plant, two
masked workers wearing white
overalls and hard hats emptied a
barrel full of uranium yellow
cake into the processing line.
“The uranium conversion faci-
lity in Isfahan has started its ac-
tivities under International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
supervision,” Mohammad Saee-
di, deputy head of Iran’s Atomic
Energy Organisation, told re-
porters at the plant.

| Preliminary steps

While resuming work at Is-
fahan, Iranian officials have
stressed that only preliminary
steps were underway and urani-
um enrichment per se was not
being undertaken. Enriched ura-
nium can be used for generating
electricity, and whenrefined to a
high degree of purity, it can be
used for making bombs.

The resumption of work at the

Isfahan facility is seen as politi-

SEITE

» Move signals intention to
_pursue uranium
. enrichment

& Activity under !AEA
supenfisim .

*A politlcaiw siqmﬁcant
step for 'fehm'an

o Chief nuclear neqothtor
. replaced

cally significant as it follows the
election of Mahmoud Ahmadi-
nejad to the Iranian Presidency.
Iran has argued that as a signato-
ry to the Nuclear Non-Prolifer-
ation Treaty (NPT), it has the
right to master the nuclear fuel
cycle solong as the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
monitors its facilities.

Iran has also replaced Hassan
Rohani with Ali Larjani as its
chief nuclear negotiator. Unlike
Mr. Rohani, who was known for
his pragmatic disposition, Mr.
Larijani — a former head of Ira-
nian state television — is known
for hardline views, as well as
proximity to his country’s Su-
preme Leader Ali Khamenei.

With Iran earlier stating its
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intent to resume work at Isfa-
han, French Foreign Minister
Philippe Douster-Blazy had on
Friday urged it to “listen to rea-
son.”

He warned, “The internation-
al community will surely bring
the issue to the Security Coun-
cil,” for possible sanctions, in
case Iran chose to revive enrich-
ment processing.

U.N. role dismissed

Iranian officials, however,
have been dismissive about the
possibility of its case being re-
ferred to the Security Council.

The timing of the Iranian de-
cision is significant as it comes a
day before the IAEA Board of
Governors meet at the request of
Britain, France and Germany to
dissuade Teheran from starting
enrichment at Isfahan.

Earlier on Saturday, Iran had
rejected a package of economic
and political incentives present-
ed by the three E.U. countries
aimed at persuading it from en-
richment.

Iranian officials have said that
the package included help to de-
velop nuclear energy for civilian
purposes as well as accepting
Iran as a tramsit corridor for
Central Asian oil.

—
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UN meet on Iran
nuke plans called

™
Reuters ’{;L@/ Xt " %
Vienna/Berlin, August 4 S\

THE EUROPEAN Union will call a meeting of the}}&!’ nu-
clear watchdog’s governing board early next week to warn
Iran against restarting nuclear work that could be used to
develop bombs, diplomats said on Thursday. Iran threatened
repeatedly to resume uranium processing this week. The
EU responded by saying any resumption of nuclear fuel ac-
tivities would mean an end to two years of talks on Iran’s
nuclear program. Teheran says it only wants to generate
electricity but the West suspects it is trying to make bombs.

“This board meeting is just to warn the Iranians,” a
diplomat close to negotiations between Teheran and the
EU’s three biggest powers — France, Britain and Ger-
many — said, adding the meeting was tentatively sched-
uled for Tuesday. He said the EU was not aiming at this
meeting to refer Iran to the UN Security Council, which
has the power to impose sanctions. “We want to have a res-
olution before they can take off the (IAEA) seals. It has
nothing to do with the Security Council,” the diplomat -
close to the talks said. A second diplomat confirmed there
would be a meeting early next week.

Iran said on Monday it would restart a uranium con-
version plant in Isfahan, one of the nuclear activities it
agreed to suspend under a November deal with the EU.
Conversion is the step before enrichment, which can pu-
rify uranium to the level needed to fuel nuclear reactors
or bombs. The Islamic republic initially rejected calls by ‘
the TIAEA to wait until next week for surveillance equip- ‘
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ment to be installed before restarting the Isfahan facility.
However, in an apparent climbdown, chief Iranian nu- |
clear negotiator Hassan Rohani said on Wednesday that
Teheran hoped to restart work at Isfahan early next week.



Tehran, Aug. 1 (Reuters):
Iran said it would break UN
seals on anuclear plant and re-
sume work that the West sus-
pects could help it build an
atom bomb, defying EU warn-
ings such a step could crush
hopes of anegotiated solution.

Two years of hard bargain-
ing over a nuclear programme
that Tehran had kept secret
for 18 years appeared to be
heading towards a crisis that
could see Iran’s case sent to
the UN Security Council for
possible sanctions.

The EU “Big Three” of
Britain, France and Germany
have been trying to mediate
between the US, which insists
Iran is trying to produce nu-
clear weapons, and the Islamic
Republic that says it has a
right to develop peaceful atom-
| ictechnology.

“Iran sent a letter to the
IAEA (the UN’s nuclear
watchdog agency). Iran is to
remove the seals today,”
Supreme National Security
Council spokesman Ali
Aghamohammadi said.

“Iran has decided to re-
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Iran to
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sume the uranium conversion
activities at ... Isfahan on Au-
gust 1,” said the letter, a copy
of which was obtained by
Reuters.

The conversion plant near
the central city of Isfahan
turns uranium ore into urani-
um hexafluoride gas. The gas
is pumped into centrifuges
spinning at supersonic speed
to enrich uranium.

Highly enriched uranium
can be used for nuclear bombs,
if enriched at low levels is
used as fuel in nuclear power
plants.

Tehran’s arch foe Israel es-
timates Iran will be able to
build a nuclear bomb by 2008, a
military officer said. Iran says
it only wants nuclear power to

generate electricity.

The IAEA urged Irannot to
resume its frozen nuclear
work. “I call on Iran to contin-
ue the negotiation process
with the E3/EU and not to take
any action that might preju-
dice the process at this critical
stage,” IAEA director Mo-
hamed ElBaradei said in a
statement, referring to the so-
called EU3 of Britain, Ger-
many and France.

The EU said if Iran re-
sumed work at Isfahan, it
would break an agreement it
made in Paris in November
last year.

A spokesman for the Euro-
pean Commission told a press
briefing: “The commission
very much hopes for a negoti-
ated solution. We would also
hope that no steps would be
taken over the coming days to
endanger such anegotiated so-
lution.” ’

“(German) foreign minis-
ter (Joschka) Fischer has
warned that this is amiscalcu-
lation in Tehran,” a German
foreign ministry spokesman
told a news briefing in Berlin.



Iran threat tore sume

nuclear

Tehran, July 31 (Reuters):
iran said today it would re-
sume sensitive nuclear activi-
ties at once without waiting
for EU compromise proposals,
a move that the EU said was
‘“‘unnecessary and damaging”
and could derail their talks.
fran said it was acting after
the EU failed to meet a dead-
line set by Tehran to deliver an
offer to break the impasse.

But the British foreign of-
fice said the EU — represented
by Britain, France and Ger-
many — had informed Iran
that “full and detailed propos-
als” would be delivered in a
week.

The EU plans to offer eco-
nomic and political incentives
in return for Iran’s indefinite
suspension of uranium en-
richment, nuclear fuel repro-
cessing and related activities.

“We urge them not to take
any unilateral step which
would contravene the Paris
agreement as that would make
it very difficult to continue
with the ... negotiations,” it
said.

A senior Iranian nuclear
official said: “As we did not re-
ceive the EU proposals, natu-
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rally we will definitely resume
work at the Isfahan plant to-
morrow.”

The EU and the US suspect
Iran is trying to build a nu-
clear arsenal and say if Iran
restarts uranium conversion
or enrichment, they will ask
the UN Security Council to im-
pose sanctions on the Islamic
Republic.

Tehran insists its pro-
gramme is peaceful and it only
wants nuclear power to gener-
ate electricity.

In Paris last November,
fran committed “on a volun-
tary basis, to contihue and ex-
tend its suspension to include
all enrichment-related and re-
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activities =

processing activities” and “all
tests or production at any ura-
nium conversion installa-
tion”.

The agreement also states:
“The suspension will be sus-'
tained while negotiations pro-
ceed on a mutually acceptable

agreement on long-term
arrangements.”
It was unclear whether the

EU would now submit its pro-
posals.

“Should the Iranians per-
sist, we will as a first step con-
sult urgently with our part-
ners on the board of the IAEA
(International Atomic Energy
Agency),” the foreign office
said.




