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Open feud brings out starkly differing positions

MOSCOW: Russia and the United States
feuded openly on Saturday over Iran’s
nuclear programme, with Moscow de-
fending Teheran’s right to enrich urani-
um for atomic energy while visiting U.S.
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said
Iran could not be trusted with the proc-
ess.

Speaking to reporters after discussing
the issue, Russian Foreign Minister Ser-
gei Lavrov and Dr. Rice staked out starkly
differing positions on the specific ques-
tion of whether the Islamic republic
should be allowed to enrich uranium for
any purpose.

“All members of the nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty (NPT) have this right,”
Mr. Lavrov said, adding that Russia had
seen no evidence to support U.S. claims
that Iran sought to develop nuclear weap-
ons under the cover of a civilian nuclear
energy programme.

Dr. Rice retorted: “It is not a question
of rights... the NPT doesn’t come only
with rights but also with obligations. This
is not an issue of rights but of whether or
not the fuel cycle can be trusted in Iran.”

Following her talks with Mr. Lavrov,
and before leaving Russia for London, Dr.
Rice travelled outside Moscow to meet
President Vladimir Putin at his official
country residence.

The Russian leader evoked Dr. Rice’s
trip earlier in the week through Central
Asia, a region where Moscow and Wash-
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NO COMMON VIEW: Russian
President Vliadimir Putin and
U.S. Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice in Moscow on
Saturday. - PHOTO: REUTERS

ington are jockeying for influence.

“I'would like to congratulate you on the
results of your trip to Central Asia, and 1
know this trip was very successful,” Mr.
Putin told Dr. Rice.

With a subtle twist of diplomatic irony,
he added: “If you could kindly tell us
about the results of your trip in greater
detail, we would appreciate that.”

Dr. Rice said the U.S. felt it had a strong
partnership with Russia which allowed
the two countries to “get together so fre-
quently and talk on a whole range oﬁs/
sues before us.” — AFP /



US, Russia to become

N-security part&gg

ASSOCIATED Press
Moscow, October 1

THE TOP US nuclear safety offi \
cial on Saturday said that the
United States and Russia were on
track to become partners in pro-
viding nuclear security but that
Moscow’s continued resistance
to providing access even to the
perimeter of the most sensitive
sites was holding up progress.

Linton Brooks, chief of the US
National Nuclear Security Ad-
ministration, said that US offi-
cials needed to provide some
proof to Congress that US-fi-
nanced security upgrade work
was actually being performed in
order to keep up funding.

From the US perspective, the
access being requested is “very
minimal, (but) I think from the
Russian perspective it’s unprece-
dented and so we’re working
these things out,” Brooks said.

Under the Cooperative Threat
Reduction programme, now near-
ly 14 years old, the United States
has poured approximately US$ 7
billion into helping former Soviet
republics destroy and safeguard
weapons of mass destruction, ac-
cording to the Washington-based
Arms Control Association.

Now Brooks says the focus is
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MOSCOW RESISTARCE

Moscow's continued resistance
to providing access even to the
perimeter of the most sensitive
sites was holding up progress
POURING FUNDS

The United States has poured
approximately US$ 7 billion into
helping former Soviet republics
destroy and safeguard weapons
of mass destruction

FOCUS

The focus is increasingly on
moving “from assistance to
partnership,”

increasingly on moving “from
assistance to partnership,” sym-
bolised by a nuclear safety train-
ing and maintenance centre he
helped inaugurate on Friday in
the Arctic port of Severomorsk,
the home base of Russia’s North-
ern Fleet.

“One of the things we’re trying
to do is not just put a bunch of
bars on windows and install a
bunch of alarm systems but help
Russia create a system. thaj does-
n’t depend on the United” States
for ensuring sustainedg4ecurity of
weapons and materials,” he said.
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WASHINGTON SUMMIT

- ~ Putin And Bush Meet In The Shadow Of Disasters

adimir Putin and George
VBush who will meet in

Washington on 16 Septem-
ber, will be not the same men
who had stood side by side in
Red Square in Moscow, watch-
ing the 9 May parade held to
celebrate the 60th anniversary of
VE-Day, or who signed the anti-
terrorist declaration at the G8
summit in Gleneagles in July.

In the two wonths since their
fast meeting, wo events have
changed the wwo presidents’
personal and political standing
in the eyes of their compatriots
and the international commu-
nity. One was Hurricane Katri-
na, which has claimed thousands
of lives in the United States, and
the other was the political
tornado in Ukraine.

Only superpower

Karrina razed New Orleans
and several other cities in the
southern US, leaving thousands
homeless, unemployed and with-
out hope. It also undermined the

ideological {oundations of the -
US as the world’s only super- -

power.

It showed that the US admi-
nistration is unabie 10 shnultanc-
ously wage wars in order to ex-
port American democracy and
to fulfil its constitutional duty of
ensuring public safety. The
geopolitical claims of  the Bush
administration have clashed with
its duty to the homeland, ,

New Otrleans would not have
become a giant dead lake if
spending on the Iraqi campaign
had not forced Washington to
cut allocations for the hurricane
protection systems  of c;outh-
castern Louisiana,

The local authorities rccewed
only $10.6 million from the
federal treasury for that project,
instead of the $60 million they
had asked for. Four thousand
members of the National Guard
trom Mississippi and 3,000 from

The author is a polztual aralyst

assoczated with Ria Novosti

By VLADIMIR SIMONQV

Louxsxana could have been dis-
patched to the affected zone

‘to evacuate the people and

stop looters, but they are in
Iraq.
The US looks like a giant with

s

feet of clay, with one foot plant-
ed in New Orleans and the oiher
in Baghdad. The furious de-
monstrations at the White
House and the deep dive
Bush’s rating took to 39 per
cent clearly show whom the
Americans  blame for the
belatid reaction to the natural
disaster and for the generally
incompetent management of the
crisis.

Outspoken opponent
Putin, who had been an out.

spoken opponent of the Iraqi -

war, will not tell Bush I told you

” at their meeting in Washing-
ton “l am looking at 1t and 1
cannot believe what 1 see”, Putin
told a US reporter about Kat-
rina. “We are all vulnerable and
should cooperate to help each
other™.

One can assumé. that Putm.

would like to see Bush changed
by Katrina, pursuing a less arro-
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gant foreign policy and ready to
listen to the collective reason of
the international community.
America,. which - Nature - has
brought down from the high
standing of the global lecturer,

could show more understanding

- of the problems and justified in-

terests of other countries, not-
ably Russia’s traditional inter-
ests in the former Soviet ter-
titory.

The widest gap dividing the
Kremlin and the White House is
the difference in their inter-
pretations ‘of political processes
in the former Soviet states. The
US administration tends to see
“colour revolutions” as the
triumph of democracy over cor-
rupt regimes. But the Russian
leadership sees in these pseudo-
revolutions evident signs of
anti-constitutionai coups plan-
ned to redistribute property and
infected with the virus of
corruption.

Putin repeatedly denoumed
the attempts at enforced demo-
cratisation of Ukraine, Georgia,
Kyrgyzstan and Moldova, warn-
ing about a threat to their stabi-
lity. The receht-acute political
crisis in Ukraine is an argument
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for the Russian president’s

stand.

By firing the government of
Yullya Tymoshenko, Ukrainian
President Viktor Yushchenko
has admitted to the failure of
“orange” ideas. It has become
clear that the new Ukrainian
lcadership was not a tightly knit
group of idealists and patriots, as
the people in Kiev's Indepen-
dence Square hiad thought them
to be, but a lovse group of poli-
ticians with different ideological
and business interests. They
were united by a desire to satisfy
their political ambitions and, as
Tym()shenko said, “to stcal from
the country”,

~ Cotnmitment

Yushchenko assured Bush in a
telephone conversation  that
Kiev “will remain committed to
its pro-Western policies” despite
the change of the government.
Unfortunaiely for the West.
Yushchenko has very few allics
eft to help him prove this com-
mitment.

Tymoshenko  said

live on

- television the day before that bv

firing her, Yushchenko hed “ii
effect destroyed (their) political
alliance and the future of vhe
country”,

The “orange revolution” has
not brought stability or the pro-
mised improvemcnts to Ukraine.
The West, which financed the
rcvolutiu.‘i, Ruossia, which criti-
cised it, and the Ukrainian peo-
ple, who have become its vic-
tims, have not gained anything
other than a regime that is in-
effective and no less corrupt
thun the one thut was over-
thrown eight months ugo. After
ail, 4 sireet revoll is not arn
election.

When the two presidents dis-
cuss this issue at their Friday
summit, Cieorge Bush mavy listen
more closcly to Viadimir Putin’s
c)piniun that “colour revolu-
tions™ are a bad road to siability
in the post-Soviet territory,
which both Russia and the West
need after all.



~USA rejects |
. Putin call N
\»J‘“ on Iraqo®

WAQHINGTON, Aug. 19.
~— The USA has rejected
Russian President Mr |
Vladimir Putin’s call to set
4 limetable for pailing its
troops out of lrag and
withheld comment on his
proposal for an interna-
tional conference.

US State  Department
spokesman Sean McCor-
mack yesterday echoed
President George Bush's

- refusal to lay out a calen-
dar for withdrawing the
138,000 US troops battling
an insurgency, twenty-
eight months after the
removal of Saddam Hus-
sein; “As Iragis stand up
their capabilities, we and
the multinational forces
will be able to stand
down,” Mr McCormack
‘said. “We have a robust
training programme for
Iraqi police and security
forces " that’s progressing
under. the leadership of
Gen. David Petraeus,
working very closely with
the Iraqis.” Mr Putin yes-
terday insisted on a sched- |
ule for withdrawing of all
foreign troops from Iraq:
-— AFP
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"US-RUSSIA RELATIONS

sia, Alexander Vershbow, is
leaving the country where
he has spent four years. Russia
will not have too many regrets
even though the Ambassador
has done nothing wrong.
Vershbow is a brilliant diplo-
mat who arrived in Moscow in
July 2001. A few months later,
Russian-American relations un-
derwent a dramatic change for
the better, but not so much be-
cause of the US envoy’s diplo-
matic zeal, Presidents George W
Bush and Vladimir Putin were
drawn together primarily by the

The US Ambassador to Rus-

horrible tragedy of 11 Septem- .

‘ber. when Putin offered Bush
strategic partnership in combat-
ing international terrorism.

First years

Vershbow was lucky that his
first years in Russia were marked
by what Russian analysts dubbed
later the “spell of a sudden allia-
nce”. Four years later, this spell
seems to be losing its aura, and is
giving way to more reserved but
realistic positions on the part of
the White House and the Krem-
lin. Meanwhile, average Russi-
ans viéw US intentions towards
the country with increasing sus-
picion. The typical view is that,
despite the friendly attitudes of

US leaders, they are trying to

weaken Russia, oust it from the
post-Soviet space, and eventu-
ally, subordinate it to their self-
centred global interests..

- Anti-American attitudes have
always been quite pronounced in
Russia, running very high after

-the war against Yugoslavia in
1999. The attack on New York
replaced them temporarily with

“compassion and solidarity, but

- suspicion came back with the in-
vasion of Iraq, and later with po-
litical gambling on the post-Sovi-
et space. Russians accuse the
United States of blatantly invad-
ing a sphere of Russia’s historic

The author is a political analyst
associated with Ria Novosti

Tasks Before New American Ambassador Y @\8 W

By VLADIMIR SIMONOV

interests when they see Washing-
ton trying to squeeze Georgia,
Ukraine and other CIS countries
into an American-centred model
of the world.

Ambassador Vershbow leaves
his position at a time when US
popularity in Russia has dropped
far below what it was at the start
of his Moscow tenure, This is not

" a very good result for the head of

the diplomatic mission. But
Vershbow is not - personally res-
ponsible for this. He was the
very familiar face of a pushy and
offensive America that will not
stop lecturing the rest of the
world -—— which does not even
want to listen.

Countless lectures

The Ambassador toured. the
whole of Russia, gave hundreds

-of interviews, delivered count-

less lectures;, had numerous
meetings with policymakers, bu-
sinessmen, and especially human
rights activists. He tried passion-
ately to prove that Washington

dygood intentions towards

Russia: that the US did not en-

courage velvet revolutions in
CIS countries; that US humani-
tarian programmes in Russia
and the rest of the post-Soviet

mand to
pendent commission to inves-
tigate illegal funding of Viktor
Yushchenko’s election cdmpalgn
by US groups.

In his address to the House
entitled “US Hypocrisy in Uk-

space were fully transparent and
decent; and that events in Geor-
gia and Ukraine were not provo-
ked by the US, but prompted by
local desires for a free society.
These were fine words befit-
ting the status of the US Ambas-
sador. Now he only has to
persuade US House Represen-
tative Ron Paul to drop his de-

set up  an inde-

raine”, Ron Paul said: “We do
not know exactly how many
millions — or tens of millions —
of dollars' the United States
government spent on the presi-
dential election in Ukraine. We
do know that much of that mon-
ey was targeted to assist one par-
ticular candidate, and through a

serics of cut-out non-govern-.

mental organisations (NGOs) —
both American and Ukrainian
— millions of dollars ended up

" in support of the- presidential

candidate, Viktor Yushchenko”.

Nobody intends, or can, pre-
vent the US from contributing to
enhancing the security of CIS

countrl/es, integrating them into
the global economy, and promo-
ting democracy there. But cer-
tain circles are trying to neutra-
lise Russia’s influence in coun-
tries with which it has been link-
ed culturally and economically
for centuries, and where more
than 25 million Russians reside.
The US Ambassador to Moscow
quite often acted as a mouth-
piece for these circles.

During his four years in
Moscow, Vershbow made a huge
effort to prove that America was

. disenchanted by the slow prog-

ress of civil society in Russia, by
its controlled democracy and
impending authoritarian rule,
and by a clampdown on the
Russian media.

Free enterprise

Having made a leap from
centralised economy to free
enterprise, democracy in Russia
is far from perfect. Moscow
always welcomes constructive
criticism. But an honest observer
of Russia’s political life will
never say that the mass media
enjoyed more freedom under
Boris Yeltsin, for one. The
oligarchs simply bought poor TV
channels and newspapers that
came to serve their sponsors
instead of being sources of infor-
mation. It was under Putin that
Yeltsin’s tax evasion loopholes
were abolished and that the
media reeceived more transpa-
rent and independent sources of
funding.

Russia and the United States
have common goals. They
should pool their efforts against
international terrorism, unstable
countries trying to get mass
destruction weapons for dubious
purposes, agamst corrupuon and
protectionism that are inter-
fering with bilateral trade. But
new mediators, a new style of
work, and a new tone of
communication are requnrcd to
use this potential in full.

“Vershbow’s successor will have

to work hard.



- Bush takes Russu;/
jab over Baltic states

Riga (Latvia), May 7
(Reuters): President George W.
Bush denounced Soviet Cold
War rule of eastern Europe as
“one of the greatest wrongs of
history” today in a jab at
Moscow two days before cele-
brations of the 1945 victory
over Hitler.

Bush, visiting Latvia be-
fore the ceremonies in
Moscow marking 60 years
since the end of World War I
in Europe, also heid up the
three Baltic states as examples
of democratic reform since
the collapse of the Soviet
Union in 1991.

He said the end of the war
brought liberty from fascism
for many in Germany but
meant the “iron rule of anoth-
er empire” for the Baltic states

— Latvia, Lithuania and Esto- -

nia — and nations from
Poland to Romania.

Bush admitted the US
shared some responsibility for
the Cold War division of Eu-
rope after the 1945 Yalta ac-
cord between Russia, the US
and Britain.

“Once again, when power-
ful governments negotiated,
the freedom of small nations
was somehow expendable,” he
said. “Yet this attempt to sacri-
fice freedom for the sake of
stability left a continent divid-
ed and unstable.

“The captivity of millions
in central and eastern Europe
will be remembered as one of
the greatest wrongs of histo-
ry” he said in a speech at
Riga's guildhall. The three
Baltic states joined both Nato
and the EUlast year.

Bush’s visit to Riga has an-

President George Bush in Riga, Latvia. (Reuters)

gered Russia by reviving ten-
sions about the Soviet occupa-
tion when Moscow is focusing
on celebrating the end of
World War II, a conflict that
cost 27 million Soviet lives.
Russian President Vladimir
Putin dismissed calls by the
Baltic states for an apology for
Soviet rule and accused them
today of trying to cover up
past Nazi collaboration.

The differing versions of
history may make for frictions
when Bush meets Putin in
Moscow tomorrow and Mon-
day. Putin insists the Red
Army was a liberator, not an
oppressor, of Eastern Europe.

“Our people not only de-
fended their homeland, they
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liberated 11 European coun-
tries,” Putin said today after
laying a wreath at a monu-
ment to Russia’s war dead.

In a recent state of the na-
tion speech he bemoaned the
demise of the Soviet Union as
“the greatest geopolitical ca-
tastrophe of the century”. He
has also said Washington
should not try to export its
own brand of democracy.

Bush said Russia’s leaders
had made “great progress” in
the past 15 years. “In the long
run it is the strength of Russ-
ian democracy that will deter-
mine the greatness of Russia
and I believe the Russian peo-
ple value their freedom and
will settle for no less,” he said.
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Presidents face hard work in MoSéow

Alexander Konovalov

HE MAIN purpose of American Presi-
dent George W. Bush’s visit to Moscow
from May 23 is to attend the celebra-
tions of the 60th Anniversary of VE
Day. Normally, such visits do not include a busy
work programme because there is simply no
time. However, judging by the serious prepara-
tory work conducted by U.S. State Secretary
Condoleezza Rice during her recent visit to Mos-
cow, the schedule of President Bush’s visit to the
Russian capital will be as busy as it is festive.

The number of topics for the two Presidents
to discuss is increasing, which would have cer-
tainly been a positive sign, had they not been
overshadowed by growing tension, reciprocal
distrust, and a lack of understanding in relations
between Russia and the U.S. Presidents Bush
and Vladimir Putin will undoubtedly address the
most urgent problems during their meetings in
Maoscow.

First, the non-proliferation of nuclear weap-
ons and fissionable materials. This problem is
not new, but the U.S. is currently concerned
about two practical aspects: the Iranian nuclear
programme, and security at Russian nuclear fa-
cilities. Both Moscow and Washington are cate-
gorically opposed to Iran becoming a nuclear
power by acquiring nuclear weapons. In this
sense their interests coincide. The disagreement
comes with the choice of the best way to achieve
the desired result.

The U.S. has stated on numerous occasions
that it is ready to use force to halt the Iranian
military nuclear program. Russia pursues the
opposite strategy. The day before Ms. Rice ar-
rived in Moscow, the deputy secretary of the

Presidents Vladimir Putin and George Bush
have a range of sticky issues to sort out at .

their upcoming summit.

Iranian Supreme National Security Council,
Hussein Musavian, visited the Russian capital.
The Kremlin wanted to receive assurances from
the Iranian leadership that it would uphold its
moratorium on uranium enrichment and that an
agreement would be signed on the return to
Russia of spent nuclear fuel from the Bushehr
nuclear power plant. Spent fuel can be used to
make weapon-grade plutonium.

However, given that few people in America
believe a political solution could be found to the
problem of Iran’s nuclear programme, for the
first time in the last 25 years, the U.S. Congress
announced a plan to spend $3 million on sup-
porting democracy in Iran. At the same time,
Washington is still considering using force. Sev-
eral weeks ago, Defense Secretary Donald Rums-
feld spent two days visiting Iraq, Afghanistan,
Pakistan, Kyrgyzstan and Azerbaijan, literally
circling Iran in an attempt to find the best
bridgehead for a possible military operation
against that country.

The security of Russian nuclear facilities is
another “old subject” of Russian-U.S. talks. Dur-
ing the summit in Bratislava, the sides signed a
joint statement on cooperation in the sphere of
nuclear security. The statement focusses on
stricter control over weapons-grade fissionable
materials and components of nuclear weapons.
During the Soviet era, Russia traditionally ad-
dressed this problem by imposing strict criteria
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on personhe] working with nuclear weapons and
their compynents, rather than through the use
of sophisticated technology.

In the new economic situation and with the
emergence of transnational terrorist networks
that want to acquire nuclear weapons, the need
for advanced equipment to protect and maintain
control over nuclear weapons in Russia has
greatly increased. The U.S. is interested in pro-
viding this equipment and helping Russia to pre-
vent nuclear weapons from falling into the
hands of terrorists.
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Access to Americans

However, the Bratislava statement became
something of a detective story. The Russian ver-
sion of the text, posted on the Kremlin web site,
contained a paragraph suggesting that the Amer-
ican inspectors would gain access to Russia’s
nuclear facilities as early as this year. The next
day, this paragraph was removed, and the au-
thorities told the press that a copy of an interim
and uncoordinated document had been made
public due to a “computer glitch”; the Russian
Government did not intend to allow American
inspectors to visit the country’s nuclear facil-
ities.

However, during her visit to Moscow, Ms. Rice
announced after a dinner with Russian Defense
Minister Sergei Ivanov, that she had secured
better access for American experts to these facil-

ities, but there was still some work to be done.
This work has apparently been left for the Presi-
dents. All this suggests that the problem of U.S.
inspections of Russian nuclear facilities has
been discussed and will remain on the agenda in
the future.

President Putin’s administration simply does

-not want to attract too much attention to the

subject from Russia’s radical political groups.
After all, these groups have already accused the
President of betraying national interests, jeop-
ardising Russia’s sovereignty and transferring
control over Russia’s nuclear facilities to the
Americans.

These accusations are certainly groundless
and amateurish. No one is inviting the Amer-
icans to visit the Command Centre of the Strate-
gic Missile Forces or allowing them access to
nuclear missile control systems. The inspections
might also be organised so they do not include
the most sensitive nuclear weapons manufac-
turing facilities. The U.S. does not need these
nuclear secrets, though. The Americans know
how to make nuclear weapons as well as the
Russians do. But when it comes to the security of
nuclear facilities, the U.S. could provide a great
deal of necessary assistance.

Secondly, post-Soviet territory: increased au-
thoritarian tendencies in Russia, the “colour”
revolutions and their results.

The Presidents will have to work out a “code of
conduct” on the post-Soviet territory. The
Kremlin is very sensitive about U.S. actions that
lead to a decline in Russia’s influence in tradi-
tional zones. During her recent visit to Moscow,
Ms. Rice did everything to reassure the Russian
leadership that U.S. policy in the former Soviet
Union was not focussed on damaging Russia’s
interests. “..we see this as not a zero-sum game,
but one in which everybody has much to gain,
when there are prosperous, democratic coun-
tries in the area of the neighbouring states
around Russia,” she stated.

Unfortunately, Georgia, Ukraine and partic-
ularly Kyrgyzstan cannot be considered either
prosperous or even economically developed
countries, and the former two have already de-
veloped a number of problems in relations with
Russia. In general, persistent attempts to spread
the U.S. model of democracy often work against
the United States itself.

It would be inappropriate to address the sit-
uation with the U.S. presence in Iraq here, but it
is worth mentioning that America, loyal to its
“vision of democracy,” helped the democratic
opposition in Kyrgyzstan. However, it could
hardly have expected that the democratic revo-
tution would turn into violence, looting and
plunder. Fortunately, the authorities have man-
aged to take the situation under control, for now,
but the Kyrgyz opposition remains weak and
fragmented.

Meanwhile, the desire for political reforms
affects regional specifics and intensifies clan
confrontation and ethnic antagonisms.

In an attempt to provide assistance to the
democratic opposition without knowing the re-
gional specifics of the country, the U.S. inad-
vertently helped bolster the positions of radical
Islamic circles, which is hardly in its interests.
Therefore, it is certainly in the interests of both
Washington and Moscow to conduct common
and coordinated policies on post-Soviet territo-
ry, in accordance with the principle formulated
by Ms. Rice: “My message... will be that a demo-
cratic and vibrant and prosperous Russia is in
everyone’s interests...Our relationship with
Russia holds enormous potential.” — RIA No-
vosti

(The writer is President of the Russian In-
stitute for Strategic Assessments.)
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Vilnius/Moscow:  Ru
and the United States clashed
on Belarus on Thursday as
Moscow’s foreign minister re-
buffed a call by US secretary
of state Condoleezza Rice for
change in what she branded
central Europe’s “last true
dictatorship”.

“We would not of course
advocate what some people
call ‘regime change’ any-
where,” Sergei Lavrov told a
news conference at a meet-
ing between NATO and Rus-
sia in the Lithuanian capi-
tal.

He was responding to re-
marks by Rice on Wednesday
that Lukashenko ran “the
last true dictatorship in the
centre of Europe”, and that
“it’s time for change to come
to Belarus”.

Rice retaliated immediate-
ly by meeting Belarus oppo-
sition leaders in a show of
support for pro-democracy
groups in the ex-Soviet state
despite Russian concerns
that the United States was in-
terfering in its traditional
sphere of influence.

“While it may seem diffi-
cult and long, at times even
far away, there will be a road
to democracy in Belarus,”
the top US diplomat told a
group of Belarussian ac-
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tivists. She said there was
nothing wrong with Wash-
ington supporting pro-
democracy groups—as it did
last year during Ukraine’s
“Orange revolution” which
helped create a pro-Western
government—if it led to Be-
larussians throwing off the
“yoke of tyranny”.
European Union foreign
policy chief Javier Solana
agreed with Rice’s call for
change. “There is no doubt
that the time has come for
change. I have said that many,
many, many years ago,”
Solana, who also met the op-
position activists, told re-
porters. He urged the opposi-

tion to unite against
Lukashenko and called for a
free media to be allowed to op-
erate in Belarus. “Civil society
and opposition should unite, if
possible around one candi-
date, in the upcoming 2006
presidential elections,”
Solana’s spokesman JuriLaas
said.

Belarus Defiant
eanwhile, Belarus
struck back at the Unit-

ed States on Thursday over
comments that it remained
the last dictatorship in Eu-
rope, with a top diplomat
saying that the former Soviet
republic honored its Presi-
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Rice meets Belarussian opposition leaders at the Reval Hotel in Vilnius on Thursday

dent Alexander Lukashenko.

“The people of Belarus
pick their government, and
the people of Belarus have
the right to pick their future
fate—and this is not some-
thing that can be done by
Condoleezza Rice,” deputy
foreign minister Viktor
Gaysonak told reporters.
“We are not a part of some-
one else’s game and we are
not pawns on a chessboard.”

After the pro-democracy
revolutions in Georgia and
Ukraine, the US has trained
its sights on its long-time
nemesis Lukashenko, who

has ruled Belarus since 1994
Agencies




MOSCOW, April 20. —
US Secretary of State Ms
Condoleezza Rice, speak-
ing before a meeting with
Russian President Mr Vla-
dimir Putin, gave an unusu-
ally upbeat account today
of US-Russian cooperation
on international issues.
“We see Russia as a
strategic partner in stop-
ping the spread of nuclear
weapons,” Ms Rice said.
“We see Russia as a partner
in solving regional issues,
like the Balkans or West
Asia.” In an interview with

Rice upbeat aho

Ms Condoleezza Rice at the
‘Echo of Moscow’
on Wednesday. — AFP

Moskvy, one of Russia’s
few remaining independent

_mentioned Russian cooper-
. ation with the US and other

countries in efforts to pre-
vent Iran from obtaining
nuclear weapons capability.
“Russia is not a strategic
enemy,” Ms Rice said, sug-
gesting that the two coun-
trics have worked weli
together since the final
years of the communist
rule.

In the interview, Ms
Rice made scant reference
to US concern about set-
backs in Russia’s democra-
tic development. She only
briefly mentioned the
great  concentration of
power under the president
and the need for free

t US-Russia ties

. \
media to ‘help people
decide their fates.

Ms Rice, however, did
not mention the other
areas of tension. These
include what US officials
perceive to be Russian
inaction in curbing viola-
tions of US intellectual
property rights, including
videos and computer soft-
ware. Washington also
contends that Russia has a
poor record on stemming
human trafficking.

The radio station invited
listeners to vote on
whether they consider US
an ally or an adversary.
The vote was 5446 in
favour of “ally.”

the radio station Ekho

media voices, Ms Rice also
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Moscow, April 20 (Reuters):
US secretary of state Con-
doleezza Rice renewed her
criticism of Russia’s demo-
cratic record today and said
President Vladimir Putin had
too much personal power.

Rice, on her first visit to
- Moscow as Washington’s top
diplomat, also said the US
would be watching the out-
come of oil magnate Mikhail
Khodorkovsky’s trial “to see
what (it) says about the rule of
law in Russia”.

A Moscow court is to hand
down a verdict in Khodor-
kovsky’s fraud trial on April
27.

Her remarks, which in-
cluded charges that Russia
had no independent television
channels, were unlikely to
reach most Russians since all
leading TV networks failed to
report them.

TV kept reports of her
visit brief and relegated them
to a low position on news pro-
grammes, though newspapers
and radios that enjoy greater
independence gave her a
warmer welcome.

Speaking in a live inter-
view with Ekho Moskvy radio
before meeting Putin, Rice re-
newed charges that Russia
had some distance to go in de-

veloping its democracy, in-
cluding allowing the growth of
an independent media free
from Kremlin pressure.

And though Rice couched
her criticism in diplomatic
tones, she singled out the pow-
ers that Putin had accumulat-
ed since taking over in 2000.

“All that we are saying is
that for the US-Russia rela-
tionship to really deepen and

| power: Rlce

«../5 ‘ x U"‘\ 6«

for Russia to gain its full po-
tential there needs to be demo-
cratic development.

“There should not be so
much concentration of power
just in the presidency, there
needs to be an independent
media... so that the Russian
people can debate and decide
together the democratic fu-
ture of Russia,” she said.

Foreign minister Sergei

Lavrov said the issue of the
Kremlin leader’s powers had
not figured on the formal
agenda, although his com-
ments suggested it was
touched upon informally.

Envoy in linguistic ordeal
Moscow, April 20 (Reuters): US secretary of state Condoleezza
Rice tried out her rusty Russian in a Moscow radio interview
today, only to get caught out by a question on whether she

might run for president.
“Da (Yes),” Rice answered in Russian, before realising her

misunderstanding and hastily adding: “Nyet” (No) — seven '

times. Rice's interview on Ekho Moskvy radio turned into a
linguistic ordeal when the Soviet expert fielded a schoolgirl
listener's question on how she achieved her career success.
“It’s too complicated to answer!” Rice started out in English.
She then switched into Russian, but quickly hit trouble.

Apparently meaning to say that she would like to do her
next interview in the language of her host, she chose a verb
that sounded more like “to earn money” than the Russian for
“to do”.
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JS-Russia ties: Saved for now?

Though the recent Bush Putin meeting ended predictably with handshakes and smiles, all is not well
with bilateral relations, writes DMITRY V SUSLOV

ot

HE recent symmit between Presidents

Bush and Putin ended without acrimo-

ny. By accentyating the “positive” side

of the ledger — enhanced cooperation in
nuclear security and fighting terrorism — and rel-
egating differences over democracy to second
place, Bush also placed pragmatism over ideolo-
gy. However, the leaders failed to design a new
agenda, leaving relations still tense and frag-
mented.

Now, both sides face a crucial choice: Either
Washington opts for selective cooperation in
areas essential to US security, paying lip service
to Russia’s domestic situation, while “forgetting”
about Russia in world decision-making — or both
parties try to bridge the gulf, designing a cohe-
sive global agenda. Should the USA choose the
first course, things could end up badly for both
parties.

The most serious reason for the US-Russia
tension is Moscow’s retreat from the accepted
norms of democracy. The unfair 2003 parlia-
mentary campaign; crackdowns on independent
television; dismantling of oil giant Yukos to the
benefit of senior officials; executive control over
the judiciary; abolition of direct election of
regional governors - all these actions eroded the
platform of common democratic values.

Also of crucial importance is the clash over the
Commonwealth of Independent States — name-
ly, the controversial Ukraine polls and the
“frozen” conflicts: Abkhazia, South Ossetia,
Nagorno-Karabakh and Transnietria. After
these regions declared independence from
Georgia, Azerbaijan and Moldova in early ‘90,
the international community failed to recognise
them as states. Even so, these states find Russia
increasingly unattractive because of its authori-
tarian domestic policy, crude interference in
neighbour’s elections and support for corrupt
and unpopular elite. Meanwhile, dismayed by
Russia’s inefficiency, the USA now looks toward
Georgia, Azerbaijan, Moldova and Ukraine
(where pro-US elites have taken power) to cre-
ate a regional system of security without Russia’s
participation. However, this would be impossible
without first ensuring the territorial integrity of
the disputed states — that is, resolving those con-
flicts.

Washington views Moscow as the primary
force behind the unrecognised states’ indepen-
dence. Moreover, Russia’s regional conduct,
coupled with its retreat from democratic stan-
dards, revives old fears about Russian imperial-
ism. This can result in only one policy: Pushing
Russia out of the CIS.

Also troubling are Russia’s relations with Iran
and Syria. Moscow consciously speeded up
cooperation with them on the eve of the Bra-
tislava summit, a sort of “asymmetric reply” to

’(‘ Ol

Bush, President of the Slovak Republlc Ivan Gasparovic and Putin at the Bratislava Castle. — AFP

the US involvement in Ukrainian polls and
opposition movements throughout the CIS. If
this cooperation turns out to be not just a tit-for-
tat, but more a demonstration of Russia’s deci-
sion to bury the past policy of cooperation, this
could bode ill for both Russia and the USA.
The common Western response of blaming
Putin is misplaced: The problem lies with the
people around him, the lack of transparency in
state machinery and an inability to listen to civil
society and the international community. A sub-
stantial segment of the Russian elite (the “polit-
ical technologists” and corrupt bureaucracy) has
demonised the USA in order to protect their
sizeable incomes from nationalisation of assets,
as well as for “accomplishing” (usually ineffec-
tive) foreign policy “missions”, such as getting
Russia’s favourite candidate elected in Ukraine.
Indeed, democracy and a transparent market
economy would disturb their cushy jobs and
shadowy incomes; these US demands would be
suicidal for their careers. Thus, their emergence
as the strongest opponents of Western “interfer-
ence” in Russian internal affairs is not surprising.
Moreover, having lost all foreign policy advan-
tages Russia previously enjoyed, Putin’s advisors
can’t be expected to blame their own incompe-
tence. Instead, they have tried to convince Putin
of US complicity in the majority of Russia’s trou-

bics.

Putin’s acceptance of these conspiracy theo-
ries would be self-defeating; they completely
counter his previous foreign policy course. From
Soviet-era experience, he should know open
confrontation with the West would result in col-
lapse of the country. However, the whispers of
“American plots” seem to have monopolised
Putin’s ear. His inner-circle members were the
only ones he trusted five years ago, and they
made the best of it.. In his first term, Putin still
could resist and overplay their influence. Despite
their objections, he granted US military access to
Central Asia. Now, facing shocking state ineffi-
ciency and considering sometimes arrogant and

ineffective US policies, Putin is losing his inde-

pendent judgment.

This basic mistrust explains the patchy
Bratislava accord: selective cooperation in some
areas (nuclear terrorism, arms control), con-
frontation on the others (democracy, CIS, Iran)
and mutual alienation on the majority of issues.

Russia’s modernisation is impossible without
the USA. Decision-making in world policy is also
dependent on ties with Washington. For the
USA, a declining agenda with Russia will sooner
or later result in overextension of US resources
and global disaster. Short- and middie-term rea-
sons for engaging Russia lie in policy toward
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North Korea, Iraq, Iran and China, and the long-
term in West Asia. Russia, with its imperial his-
tory, vast experience and readiness to invest in
security, is the only US ally capable of collabo-
rating to bring about West Asia stability — a
rather imperial, but necessary mission. Neither
Europe nor the southern CIS have the resources
to accomplish the task. Despite an EU presence
in Afghanistan and some contribution to Irag,
Europe’s political culture and growing Muslim
populations do not allow for serious investments
in missions like occupation and state building.

Ultimately, Washington and Moscow must
work together, despite all the difficulties and
prejudices. They should strengthen those ele-
ments of agenda - creating the Nato-Russia
Council and Russian participation in the G8 -
that may still facilitate cooperation and joint
action. The US-Russia foreign policy priority
should be stabilisation and governance promo-
tion in the broader West Asia. Radical Islamic
terrorism and nuclear proliferation are facets of
one single problem: degradation of this region.

Putin’s appreciation of power — and his rea-
diness to use it — could allow him to realise the
objective necessity to become a good US part-
ner, but only if Russia’s almost desperate domes-
tic situation is changed, or at least better man-
aged. “Containing Putin’s authoritarianism” is
already off the Bush agenda. Russia’s domestic
situation is so unstable and explosive, its state
apparatus so ineffective, and the majority of
bureaucrats so frightened (and deaf at the same
time), that an overt attempt to stop Putin would
produce an opposite result: a severe blowback
on the part of the regime, which would finally
destabilise the situation altogether. However, a
disaster might come even sooner should the
USA consider a “regime change” in Russia itself.
The result would be either total chaos — with an-
uncontrollable nuclear arsenal - or an authori-
tarian nationalist regime.

The outlet for the USA to strengthen Russian
democracy is through continuing dialogue with
Putin, and cautious actions that disprove _his
advisors’ arguments. Possibilities include real
support to stabilise the CIS, avoiding indirect
help to Chechen separatists, easing access of
Russian non-fuel goods to the Western markets,
and strengthening Russian civil society by inten-
sified US-Russian civil society dialogue. The
Bush administration must convince Putin that it
is truly interested in a stable, strong and integral
Russia. As for the foreign policy agenda, its basis

should be stabilisation and governance promo-

tion in the broader West Asia.

Reprinted with permission from YaleGlobal
Online, (http://yaleglobal.yale.edu) a publication of
the Yale Center for the Study of Globalization.
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 Pakistan role
in nuclear deals”

By Sridhar Krishnaswami
R $HO Y
WASHINGTON, MARCH 20. The
Bush administration told its
Asian allies earlier this year that
Pyongyang had exported nucle-
ar material to Libya when the
shipment first went to Pakistan,
reports The Washington Post.

The claims were significant in
that it was the first allegation
that North Korea was trying to
create a new nuclear weapons
state. According to officials who
have briefed the paper, this is
not what American intelligence
agencies had reported. Accord-
ing to intelligence, North Korea
sold uranium hexafluroide to
Pakistan which then sold it to
Libya. It is maintained that the
U.S. had no evidence that Pyon-
gyang knew of the Pakistani-Li-
byan transaction.

Unnamed officials have said
the U.S. had concealed the Pa-
kistani role because it is Amer-
ica’s top ally in the war against
terror and in the hunt for the
Al-Qaeda leaders. It is also said
the North Korean-Pakistani tie
up would not have been news to
allies who have for years known
of such dubious transfers. But
the allies, who were worked on
to further isolate Pyongyang,
became increasingly more
doubtful as they learnt that the
U.S. had omitted key details in
the transactions.

The White House has de-
clined comment on the new de-
tails but a statement attributed
to an official says the U.S.
shared with allies an “accurate
account” of North Korea's nu-
clear proliferation activities.

In the briefings by U.S. offi-
cials, the paper says, there was
no indication that American in-
telligence agencies believed
that the nuclear material had
been bought by Pakistan
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(Rg,ssia, US very close: Putin

)

Agence France-Presse
Bratislava, February 25

RUSSIA AND the United St-
ates are “very close” on key
international questions, Ru-
ssian President Vladimir
Putin said in giving an up-
beat assessment of his sum-
mit with US President Geo-
rge W. Bush. Putin said
Thursday’s summit in Brat-
islava had set the stage for
US-Russian cooperation in
Bush’s second term.

Speaking to the press af-
ter meeting Slovakian Pres-
ident Ivan Gasparavic, Put-
in said that he and Bush had
“discussed major internati-
onal issues such as Irag, Ir-
an and North Korea.

“We are very close on all
these issues.” “The discus-
sion was very useful and
full. It was not only the con-
clusion of four years of co-
operation but also an open-
ing to the future,” Putin
said, referring to Bush’s
first term as president and
the beginning of the US
leader’s second term this
January.

Putin said that he was
“satisfied” with his talks wi-
th Bush and that he thought
the Americans were also pl-
eased, but commentators
have said the summit had
echoes of the Cold War as
disagreements lingered on
key issues.

Pressed by Bush to do
more to protect democracy
in Russia, Putin gave little
ground over the United
States’ concerns that Mo-
scow is backsliding on dem-
ocratic values such as
checks and balances and the
rule of law.

During a joint press con-

g

REUTERS

Russian President Vladimir Putin walks to the World War li
monument of Slavin in Bratislava on Friday.

ference with Bush on Thurs-
day, Putin said there could
be “no return” to Soviet-sty-
le government and that Rus-
sia was committed to dem-
ocracy.

But he insisted that Mos-
cow would develop democ-
racy at its own pace and not
let its society slip into anar-
chy and poverty.

The issue of the state of
democracy in Russia was
not brought up at Putin’s

THE HIDUST AN HIMES

press conference with Gas-
paravic on Friday.

Putin and Bush, whose
once warm relationship
chilled when they broke
over the war in Iraq, seemed
closer at the summit on a
range of international issu-
es, agreeing that Iran and
North Korea must not obta-
in nuclear weapons.

“It is important to neutr-
alise the attempts to prolif-
erate weapons of mass de-

struction,” said Putin, who
has rejected Washington’s
charges that Tehran seeks
nuclear weapons under cov-
er of a civilian atomic pro-
gramme,

But a senior US adminis-
tration official, briefing re-
porters on condition he not
be named, acknowledged
that the summit had yielded
no breakthroughs on Iran,
or on Russian weapons sales
to Syria, which Washington
wants halted. The official
said Bush and Putin met al-
one with only interpreters
in a separate room for over
one hour of the two-and-a-
half hour meeting.

Earlier Friday, Putin and
Slovakian Prime Minister
Mikulas Dzurinda hono-
ured the Soviet troops who
liberated Slovakia from the
Nazis towards the end of
World War IL

At his press conference,
Putin referred to the Baltic
states, which like Slovakia
were freed from the Nazis
only to be occupied by the
Soviet communist regime,
when he said that he resp-
ected “the feelings of those
who in the Baltic countries
see the end of the second

~world war as linked to the

tragedy of their loss of in-
dependence.”

Asked about the fact that
Slovakia is now a close Unit-
ed States ally, Putin said: “It
is important for us that Slo-
vakia, which chose to join
the European Union and
Nato, also widen its rela-
tions in all areas with Rus-
sia.” Bush left Bratislava on
Thursday to return to Wash-
ington while the Russian
leader left on Friday for
Moscow.
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should not have nukes,

BRATIS& (SLOVAKIA), FEB. 24.

The United States President,
George W. Bush, said today he
had a ‘“‘very important and con-
structive” dialogue with his
Russian counterpart, Vladimir
Putin, and that the two leaders
agreed Iran and North Korea
should not acquire nuclear
weapons.

Mr. Putin reaffirmed his Gov-
ernment’s commitment to de-
mocracy, but cautioned that
reforms would have to take into
account Russia’s complicated
history and its efforts to recover
from decades of communism.

Disputes over democracy
“must not be allowed to spoil”
relations with Washington, Mr.
Putin said.

In their meeting at a medjie-
val castle perched on a hill
overlooking the Danube River,
the two leaders embraced new
measures to combat nuclear
terrorism and better safeguard
atomic weapons arsenals, U.S.
administration officials said.

““We agreed that Iran should
not have a nuclear weapon. We
agreed that North Korea should
not have a nuclear weapon,”
Mr. Bush said as Mr. Putin
stood by his side. He said he

and Mr. Putin discussed how
“to continue to protect our
people from attacks.”

“I know the agony, I know
the sadness, I know the emo-
tion that comes with innocent
people losing their lives,” Mr.
Bush said.

Mr. Putin said he and Mr.
Bush “see no alternative to the
constant strengthening of Rus-
sian-U.S. relations” and had in
common the threat posed by
nuclear weaponry in the wrong
hands.

““We have common opinions,
common approaches” on Iran
and North Korea,” Mr. Putin
said in his first meeting with
Mr. Bush since the U.S. Presi-
dent’s inauguration for a sec-
ond term.

Russia and the United States
must ‘“‘neutralise any attempts
by terrorists to acquire weap-
ons of mass destruction,” Mr.
Putin said.

He thanked Mr. Bush for ac-
cepting his invitation to attend
the May 9 World War II victory
celebrations in Moscow.

Mr. Bush said he appreciated
the frank nature of his talks
with Mr. Putin.

“You know what he says —

«\say Bush and Putin

‘yes’ means yes and ‘no’ means
no. Sometimes in politics, 'yes’
means ‘maybe,”” Mr. Bush said.

The U.S. leader said he con-
fronted Mr. Putin on Russian
backsliding in areas such as
freedom of the press, and that
the pair had an open discus-
sion. Alluding to the sensitive
nature of that part of their talks,
Mr. Putin said Russia has made
a final decision in favour of de-
mocracy, ‘“‘and there can be no
return.”

But he added that democrat-
ic principles must fit Russia’s
history and present level of de-
velopment.

“It must not lead to the col-
lapse of the state and the im-
poverishment of the people,”
he said.

“Russia has made its choice
in favour of democracy,” Mr.
Putin said. “‘This is our final
choice and there is no way
back, there can be no return to
what we used to have. We are
not going to make up, to invent
any kind of special Russian de-
Iocracy.

“We are going to commit to
the fundamental principles that
have been established in
world.” — AP
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HE RUSSIA-United States

summit in Bratislava, Slova-

kia, today (February 24) will

not be a routine meeting be-
tween the two Presidents. The year
2004 was marked by significant
changes in the approaches taken by
the West, and the U.S. in particular,
towards the political situation in
Russia and Moscow’s actions in the
global arena: Therefore, the summit
in Slovakia will certainly be a histor-
ical crossroads, and will determine
future developments in many areas
of international relations.

During Vladimir Putin’s first presi-
dential term, Russia managed to
strengthen significantly its authority,
role and weight in international af-
fairs, which was a surprise for many
experts. Importantly, these positive
changes occurred against the back-
drop of moderate economic success
and progress in the reform of demo-
cratic institutions in the country. The
positive image of Russia on the glob-
al arena was shaped by a well-con-
sidered and appropriate foreign
policy; primarily, due to the fact that
the Russian leader was one of the
first foreign leaders to support the
U.S. counter-terrorist operation in
Afghanistan after 9/11.

Russia-European Unijon relations
seem to have been developing quite
successfully. The sides have agreed
to create “four common spaces.” At
the end of 2003, prior to Mr. Putin’s
visit to the U.S., a doctrine on shap-
ing a strategic alliance between Rus-
sia and the U.S. was even prepared,
which saw strategic cooperation be-
tween the two great powers as the
most realistic option for Russia’s na-
tional interests.

However, the present state of rela-
tions between Russia and the West
leaves little room for optimism. On
the one hand, personal relations be-
tween Mr. Putin and George W. Bush
and between the Russian President
and other European leaders appear
to remain friendly. On the other
hand, U.S. and European media are
inundated with material containing
sharp criticism of Russia’s domestic
and foreign policy. In turn, the Rus-
sian press has also increased the
amount of vociferous attacks on the

e
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By Alexander Konovalov

The Putin-Bush summit offers Russia an
opportunity to reorder its relations with the West.

U.S. and the West in general.

Why have drastic changes in rela-
tions between Russia and the West
happened? The external factors are
obvious. The West has been sharply
critical of Mr. Putin’s reform of the
political system launched after a se-
ries of terrorist acts culminating in
the Beslan tragedy, Russia’s attempts
to interfere in presidential elections
in Ukraine and Abkhazia, the Yukos
case, and the lack of independent
media in Russia.

In reality, many problems in rela-
tions and inappropriate actions have
not occurred because of reciprocal
enmity, but because professionals
have failed to discuss and coordinate
simple and routine issues in ad-
vance. Constant dialogue has been
interrupted and there are few profes-

sionals to tackle the issues. If inter-

ests had been clarified in good time,
many difficulties could have been
avoided. One problem was the ap-
pearance of four NATO patrol aircraft
in the Baltic states. It is well known
that NATO countries share common
airspace and patrol its entire perim-
eter. However, no one thought about
discussing this problem while the
Baltic states were in the process of
joining NATO.

The world around Russia is quickly
changing, and the country has long
ceased to be “a fortress surrounded
by enemies” that has to face the
combined forces of the West. Despite
what many Russian politicians and
experts may think, the West and par-
ticularly the U.S. pay much less at-
tention to Russia than they think and
even less than it really deserves. An-
other widespread misconception in
Russia is that the U.S. is making every
possible effort to weaken and ulti-
mately destroy the Russian state. We
have to realise once and for all that
the uncontrolled collapse of a large
Eurasian power, which possesses
thousands of nuclear warheads,
would be catastrophic for America.
Objectively, Russia is a key power
safeguarding the security of the West,

and the U.S. in particular. Conse-
quently, it is vital for Washington (al-
though it has yet to understand this
completely) that Russia remains
strong economically and militarily,
and politically stable.

All the recent conflicts in Russia-
U.S. relations on. post-Soviet space
were related to the fact that both
sides considered it a zone of rivalry
rather than cooperation. Russia is ve-
ry sensitive about everything that
distances it from other CIS countries.
However, if it genuinely aspires to be
the centre of political and economic
gravity across post-Soviet territory,
then its main task is to offer to other
CIS countries a more attractive mod-
el of development than those they
can see in other neighbouring
countries.

Russia is very concerned about the
situation in Siberia and the Far East.
There has been a great deal of spec-
ulation about those who would like
to obtain the wealth of this region.
However, once again, the major
threat here is not from overseas, but
within the country’s borders. The de-
mogtaphic situation and the lack of a
sensible migration policy have led to
the possibility that Russia might ulti-
mately be deprived of these riches, as
it would simply have neither the
manpower nor resources to explore
and control them.

All the above-mentioned factors
form a mandatory agenda for the
Russian-U.S. dialogue. The current
one that includes terrorism, non-
proliferation of weapons of mass de-
struction, and energy dialogue is not
enough. Naturally, acute problems
such as the future of Iraq, relations
with Iran, and the North Korean nu-
clear programme need to be dis-
cussed.

It is also important to determine
the political sense of the current U.S.
concept of struggling against the
“outposts of tyranny,” which has
come to substitute the concept of
countering the “axis of evil.” It is
more important, though, to go be-
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yond the constraints of the electoral
cycle in political thinking and answer
a simple question: What do we want
Russia-U.S. relations to be like in the
near and distant future?

Russia must clearly define its na-
tional interests, primarily in relations
with CIS countries, formulate these
interests in a comprehensible man-
ner and discuss the rules of conduct
on post-Soviet territory with Amer-
ica. If interests are clearly defined
and justified, they will be respected
and Moscow will not have to clash
with Washington in the Caucasus,
Central-Asia or Moldova.

The presidents should probably
discuss how Russia sees the future of
Siberia and the Far Bast.

The economic dialogue is a sep-
arate matter. It has to be an econom-
ic dialogue in the true sense of the
phrase, one that includes not only
energy resources, but also the entire
spectrum of problems related to Rus-
sia’s integration with the economies
of the developed countries. More-
over, a comprehensive security dia-
logue needs to be revived with the
U.S., considering all aspects of this
notion, including security in the en-
vironment, demography, and border
protection. .

Russia must take the initiative. The
U.S. can still afford to notice Russia’s
existence only when it has to deal
with terrorist threats or the prolifer-
ation of nuclear weapons; so Mos-
cow should be the first to produce
initiatives. Today’s agenda features
the issue of a new world order, where
Russia might occupy a prominent
place or might be left in its remote
corner.

Even in the current situation,
some Western experts mention the
possibility of transforming Great
Russia into the Third West, not in
terms of its importance, but as an ad-
dition to the existing two — the Unit-
ed States and the European Union.
However, this scenario will be feasi-
ble only if both sides fulfil a number
of requirements, one of which is to
improve the quality of respective
policies.

(The writer is President of the Rus-
sian Institute for Strategic Assess-
ments, Moscow (for RIA Novosti).)



S-R SSIA RELATIONS

o q/’\
he world is waiting for the
Bratislava summit between
Vladimir Putin and George

Bush with mixed feelings domi-
nated by concern. Thete are
objective and subjective reasons
for this.

Russia-US relations have al-
ways been a combination of riv-
alry and cooperation. The tradi-
tional elite in the two countries
have always regarded each other
with suspicion, which was stron-
ger in Russia in the past. The
9/11 tragedy and the personal
friendship between the presi-
dents had pushed back and
~ suppressed rivalry.

Foreign policy

Another factor that kept us
together was the similarity of our
foreign policy philosophies:
despite a difference of capabi-
lities, it was a geo-political philo-
sophy based on power, more
conspicuously black and white
than the European’s philosophy.
Both elite groups believed that
realistic, sometimes cynical,
interests prevailed over values.
The common interests are to
prevent nuclear proliferation,
fight terror, preclude China
from becoming a geo-political
rival (of the US) and a threat-
ening force if the geo-political
vacuum deepens in the Russian
Far East and East Siberia (for
Russia).

There are serious differences
between the two countries. For
example, it is clear that the US
and Russia have become rivals
for influence in the former
Soviet countries. Moscow was
seriously pained by its “defeat”
in Ukraine, which was largely a
result of an ineffective policy.

The US elite, which is torn
apart by contradictions, is deve-
loping a kind of consensus with
regard to the events in Russia. It
believes that Russia is sliding
into authoritarianism, whose in-
efficiency can potentially weak-
en the country. This has again
drawn attention to the safety of
Russia’s nuclear arsenals. The
US elite is also criticising

The author heads the Council for
Foreign and Defence Policy in Russia
and is associated with Ria Novosti

Russia’s ineffective neo-imperia-
list policies in the CIS (but not
the more effective American
neo-imperialist campaign). Mr
Bush tends to spotlight ‘positive
elements of interaction, but he is
forced to react to the growing
negative attitude of the press
and expert commentaries.
Forces in Russia discuss losses
in the CIS and suggest new mo-

dels for anti-American alliances
— with Europe, China, or India.
This confrontation looks parti-
cularly attractive to the advo-
cates of the isolationist policy
(the North Korean “national
capitalism”), whose ranks have
swelled in Moscow.

Personal contacts

However, Russia has few pos-
sibilities to apply this foreign po-
licy strategy. Mr Putin has rela-
tively sound personal contacts
with the heads of the leading EU
countries — Jacques Chirac,
Gerhard Schroeder, and Silvio
Berlusconi (his relationship with
Tony Blair have been seriously
strained). But these politicians,
yielding to the pressure of public
opinion in their countries, have
been forced, just like Mr Bush
was, to gradually walk away from
the Russian president.

The criticism of Moscow in the
European media is at its sharp-
est since the Cold War. There is

no possibility of rapprochement
with the EU in the next few
years. Russia-EU relations are
notable for mutual disillusion-
ment and irritation.

So, a union with the EU, let
alone against the US, is hardly
probable. The situation will not
be changed even by concessions
in the area of “four spaces” that
Russia is trying to develop

jointly with the EU. Besides,
Europe has been moving closer
to the US on the platform of a
common policy with regard to
Russia.

Most experts say that the idea
of creating a strategic bloc with
China and India, which would
counterbalance the USA and the
EU, was stillborn. In conditions
of India-China rivalry for leader-
ship in Asia, Russia, which has a
weaker economic and demogra-
phic potential, will be assigned
the role of a junior, dependent
partner in such a hypothetical
alliance. Besides, New Delhi and
Beijing would hke to cooperate
with the US and not with Russia,
because they badly need invest-
ment, technologies and access to
international markets. Russia
cannot satisfy any of these re-
quirements.

Beijing’s policy is predictable
for no more than a decade, while
it modernises its economy and
the army. Nobody knows how its
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foreign policy would change
after that. Beijing is relatively
firmly connected with the US
economically: the Chinese eco-
nomy will collapse if six US
major trade networks shut down.
Besides, China may fail to sur-
vive the modernisation tensions
and break up.

Hence, we can conclude that
allied relations with Asian coun-
tries in terms of creating anti-
Western axes and unions, would
be ineffective for Russia. Like-
wise, the US would not benefit
from a confrontation with Rus-
sia. Washington has few friends,
let alone competent ones. And
Russia, despite its relative weak-
ness, holds the key geo-strategic
position in the world because it
“straddles” the Greater Middle
East and borders on China.

Realpolitik

So, the cynical considerations
of realpolitik will most probably
take the upper hand in Brati-
slava. The presidents will ex-
change mutual complaints, de-
cide that common interests are
more important, and confirm
the policy of cooperation in the
spheres of common interests for
the two countries and the rest of
the world.

However, this policy will be-
come increasingly vuinerable if
political degradation and econo-
mic stagnation are not stopped
in Russia. In this case, the advo-
cates of unilateral actions and
messianic democratic neo-im-
perialism will again take the up-
per hand in America. As a result,
we will not find new promising
areas for cooperation.

The stabilisation of Iraq is the
most promising area of
cooperation. Another such area
is the creation of an
international project Siberia,
where joint construction of
infrastructure, transport and
industrial facilities in the
Russian Far East and Siberia
would turn back the process of
de-capitalisation and depo-
pulation of the region. This alar-
ming process is creating a geo-
economic vacuum that could
eventually threaten not only
Russia but international political
stability in general.
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