Pak man says he
killed daughtegs
for ‘family ho Gilr

Multan: Nazir Ahmed ap-
pears calm and unrepentant
as he recounts how he slit
the throats of his three
young daughters and their
25-year old stepsister to sal-
vage his family’s “hon-
our’—a crime that shocked
Pakistan.

The 40-year old labourer,
speaking to AP in police de-
tention as he was being
shifted to jail, confessed to
just one regret—that he did-
n’t murder the stepsister’s
alleged lover too.

Hundreds of girls and
women are murdered by
male relatives each year in
this conservative Islamic
nation, and rights groups
said Wednesday such “hon-
our killings” will only stop
when authorities get seri-
ous about punishing perpe-

and Humaira, 4—pausing
between the slayings to
brandish the bloodstained
knife at his wife, warning
her not to intervene or raise
alarm. “I was shivering
with fear. I did not know
how to save my daughters,”
Bibi, sobbing, told AP by
phone from the village. “I
begged my husband to spare
my daughters but he said, ‘If
you make a noise, I will kill
you.”” “The whole night the
bodies of my daughters lay
in front of me. I did not have
the sense to know what has
happened.” The next morn-
ing, Ahmed was arrested. He
said he killed Muqgadas be- °
cause she had committed
adultery, and his daughters
because he didn’t want them
to do the same when they
grew up. :

younger girls would
do what their
eldest sister had
done, so they should
be eliminated’

NAZIR AHMED -

trators. The independent
Human Rights Commission
of Pakistan said that in
more than half of such cas-
es that make it to court,
most are settled with cash
settlements paid by relatives
to the victims’ families, al-
though under a law passed
last year, the minimum
penalty is 10 years, the max-
imum is death by hanging.

Ahmed’s killing spree—
witnessed by his wife
Rehmat Bibi as she cradled
their 3 month-old baby
son—happened on Friday
night at their home in the
cotton-growing village of
Gago Mandi in eastern Pun-
jab province,

It is the latest of more
than 260 such honour
killings documented by the
rights commission, mostly
from media reports, during
the first 11 months of 2005.
Bibi recounted how she was
woken by a shriek as
Ahmed put his hand to the
mouth of his stepdaughter
Mugadas and struck her in
the throat with a machete.
Bibi looked helplessly on
from the corner of the room
as he then killed the three
girls—Bano, 8, Sumaira, 7,

‘| thought the "

He said he bought a butch-
er’s knife and a machete af-
ter midday prayers on Fri-
day and hid them in the
house where he carried out
the Killings.

“I thought the younger
girls would do what their
eldest sister had done, so
they should be eliminated,”
he said, his hands cuffed,
his face unshaven. “We are
poor people and we have
nothing else to protect but
our honour.”  Despite
Ahmed’s contention that
Mugadas had committed
adulitery, the rights commis-
sion reported that accord-
ing to local people,
Mugadas had fled her hus-
band because he had abused
her and forced her to work
in a brick-making factory.

Muqadas was Bibi’s
daughter by her first mar-
riage to Ahmed’s brother,
who died 14 years ago.
Ahmed married his broth-
er’'s widow, which is cus-
tomary under Islamic tradi-
tion. “Women are treated as
property and those commit-
ting crimes against them do
not get punished,” said the
rights commission’s direc-
tor, Kamla Hyat. a» .
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Woman
assaulted in

traln ral

v
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CORRESPONDENT

Lucknow, Dec. 22: A gang of
armed youths stormed Push-
pak Express last night and al-
legedly raped a newly married
woman before pushing three
men out of the train.

The woman said she was
“sexually assaulted” but re-
fused to go for a medical test.

Armed with guns and
knives, eight to 10 youths — all
in their twenties — boarded
the Mumbai-bound train
around 10 pm in Bhopal and
went on alooting spree.

When the train neared Vid-
isha, about 60 km away, they
dragged the woman to the toi-
let and allegedly raped her.

The gang terrorised the
passengers of the unreserved
compartment for an hour and
a half, snatching valuables
and thrashing some of them.

Three passengers, Akhi-
lesh, Ajay and Sanjay, all in
their late twenties, tried to put
up a resistance and slapped
one of the goons. The thug re-
taliated by firing a shot at Ajay.
The gang then took the three
to the edge of the door and
kicked them out. The goons
pulled the chain between Kul-
har and Bina and fled.

The three youths have
been admitted to a hospital in
Jhansi and their condition is

\'1 Pl/LP \:!

said to be critical.

“They.did sevually assatilt
me. I kept begging them to ta-
ke all my money and orname-
nts but let me go, but two of th-
em pounced on me,” the 22-
year-old woman said in her
statement to Jhansi police.

But she refused to go for a
medical check-up. “What will
happen even if she goes for the
test? Such criminals are never
brought to book,” said one of
her relatives in Lucknow

Her mother-in-law, who
was accompanying her, said:
“They first demanded jewelle-
ry and, when I parted with eve-
rything I had, they said these
were not pure gold. Then they
began to abuse me in filthy la-
nguage and dragged my dau-
ghter-in-law from her seat.”

Another witness, 32-year-
old Kunti Kanaujia, said “no
one dared to protest”, as the
goons were beating up those
who did.The passengers later
registered a case with the
Jhansi Government Railway
Police.

Amitabh Lal, the division-
al manager of Northern Rail-
way, said police jawans on the
train could not reach the coa-
ch as “it was not connected
with the sleeper coaches”.

Railway minister Lalu
Prasad described the incident
as “unfortunate”
ordered a probe.
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T{aj Thackeray resigns
from ShivSena .. .,

e

To announce formation of political part

Special Correspondent

MUMBAI: Raj Thackeray quit the
Shiv Sena on Sunday, saying he
had done his best to stay but
could not. Making the announ-
cement at a press conference, he
said he would form a political
party soon.

He would tour Maharashtra
next year and then decide on the
party’s formation, what line it
should take, and how it should
function.

Mr. Raj resigned as Shiv Sena
leader and president of the Bha-
ratiya Vidyarthi Sena, the party’s
youth wing, on November 27.

He said since his resignation
from the party posts, the media
had been in a big hurry to know
his future plans. Nobody had any
idea of what he had undergone
after quitting the party posts.
“What I suffered should not be
inflicted even on my enemies. I
was caught between the party on
the one side and my family, on
the other.”

Since morning, his supporters
started gathering outside his
house in Shivaji Park. The road
leading to the press conference
venue, Shivaji Park gymkhana,
was packed with people carrying
banners and posters. Mr. Raj’s
announcement was greeted with
bursts of crackers and slogans.

Met Bal Thackeray

He said he had met Sena chief
and uncle, Bal Thackeray, a few
days ago. He did not disclose
what took place at the meeting
but said Mr. Bal Thackeray had
offered him charge of three re-
gions — Nasik, Pune and Kon-
kan.

“I told him my thinking was

12 DEC 2078

An emotional Raj
Thackeray at the press
conference in Mumbai.

different, and it was not possible
for me to work like this any long-
er,” Mr. Raj said. “Why should I
look after the Konkan region,”
he asked, indicating that some-
one else was behind the suggest-
ion,

He read out the letter he sent
to Mr. Bal Thackeray on Novem-
ber 25, where he had castigated
the functioning of the party and
the fact that it lost the Malvan
by-election. He asked if working
president Uddhav Thackeray
was not accountable for the
defeat.

As there was no response to
the letter, he quit the party
posts.

“Still a God”

Reiterating that Mr. Bal
Thackeray was still “god” for
him, Mr. Raj said his political
thinking was similar to that of
his uncle; therefore, he could not
join another party. He had ex-
amined all possibilities, and he

THE HIC

y next year

felt that a new party was neces-
sary for Maharashtra’s sake. He
did not want to split the Sena
ard take people away from the
party. Many elected Sena mem-
bers had called him to express
their support.

“He is my brother”

At Matoshree, Mr. Bal Thack-
eray’s residence, some Sena sup-
porters gathered to express
support.

Talking to mediapersons, Mr.
Uddhav Thackeray expressed
sadness at Mr. Raj’s move.
“Apart from being in the same
party, Raj is also my brother,” he
said.

“I have been saying that he
should come and talk about the
issues which he raised, but his
stand did not change even after
he met my father.” It was natural
for him, his father and all Shiv
Sainiks to feel bad about Mr.
Raj’s decision, and none wanted
this to happen.

“Raj’s decision to quit was
sudden, and he gave no indica-
tion of what was to come. I did
not expect this of Raj. While Raj
refused to accept the proposal
put forward by Mr. Bal Thacke-
ray, he also did not say what he
wanted.”

“Some misunderstanding”

Mr. Uddhav said his father
was aware of what was going on
in the party, and he had full con-
trol. “He may wear goggles, but
he is no Dritharashtra.”

“If there was something re-
miss with the party, Balasaheb
would have noticed it,” he said.
“The issues raised by Mr. Raj are
aresult of some misunderstand-
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Call centre woman
raped’ murdered

l’rm”ffustufmdia ”

BANGALORE, Dec. 16. — A woman
employee at a call centre here was mur-
dered after being allegedly raped by the
driver of the drop-car vehicle, provoking
concerns about the safety of similarly
employed women.

The incident, the first to be reported
from the booming BPO sector in the
country’s IT capital, occurred on 13
December, but came to light four days
later with the driver’s arrest, DCP
(South) Mr Alok Kumar said.

The police have found the body of the
victim, identified as Prathibha (24). She
got married recently and worked with HP
in Electronics City on the outskirts of
Bangalore, police said.

The accused, Shivkumar, has confessed
that he killed Prathibha on the night of 13
December on the way to her home. He
brandished a knife demanding that she
withdraw cash from her ATM account
and hand it over to him. When Prathiba
resisted, the accused drove her to a

Ladies first, pleuse’

BANGALORE, Dec. 16. — Nasscom today
asked BPO companies to ensure that a
woman employee was not the last to be
dropped home, Nasscom president Mr Kiran
Karnik said. “We would fike to take steps to
make sure our people are safe and secure in
general,” he said. — PTI

deserted place in Anjanapura, slit her

throat and dumped the body. Police said
they suspected rape too.

Nasscom, the apex body of the software
and BPO industries, voiced its concern
over the incident, besides promising to
continue its dialogue with the police on
law and order matters. It spoke also of
trying to improve the industry’s internal
system for the safety and security of
employees, especially women.

The BPO industry has attracted young
graduates, particularly young women, who
work in shifts. Most companies hire vehi-
cles from tourist operators and travel agen-
cies for providing transport facilities to
their employees. R
/
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“Atrocities against women increasing”

Iboyaima Laithangbam

IMPHAL: A procession was taken
out on Wednesday here to high-
light atrocities against women.

The Union of Action for De-
velopment (UAD) and 50 other
NGOs organised the procession
to observe the International
Fortnight for Protection of Vio-
lence Against Women.

More meetings planned

More processions and public
meetings are planned during
this fortnight. M. Sobita, UAD
secretary told The Hindu that
like other states in Manipur too
atrocities were being committed
on women. Sixteen complaints
of atrocities had been received in
2003 by her organisation. In
2004, there were 17 complaints.
Till May this year there were
four complaints.

24 women died of torture

Thirty per cent of the com-
plaints had been disposed of and
two cases of maintenance were
pending in the competent court,
At least 24 women had died of
torture in the State.

The UAD was started in 2002
and Ms. Sobita claimed that it
had been rendering a yeoman
service to downtrodden women.

She called for a women'’s com-
?nission to address the grievanc-
es of the harassed women.
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BANNERS SAY IT ALL: A rally being staged in Imphal on Wedneéday proteétﬁzé violence
against women. - PHOTO: PTI



Somnath hopes women's
Bill will be passed .. .

Government committed to empowering women socially, politically

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Lok Sabha Speaker
Somnath Chatterjee is hopeful
of the controversial Women’s
Reservation Bill, which seeks to
reserve one-third seats in State
legislatures and in Parliament
for women, being passed during
his tenure.

“This is my expectation,” he
told reporters on the sidelines of
the IV International Congress
on Women, Work and Health
here on Sunday. He expressed
the confidence that pressure
from women’s groups and other
citizens would prove successful
in empowering women in the
political sphere in the near fu-
ture.

Quota in local bodies

Earlier, inaugurating the four-
day congress, Mr. Chatterjee
said he was proud of the fact that
the Constitution provided reser-
vation for one-third of the seats
in local government bodies for
women, both in the rural and
" urban areas. This was a unique
achievement, and there was a
proposal to extend it to the State
legislatures and Parliament.

The Government was com-
mitted to empowering women
socially, educationally, econom-
ically and politically. Specially
designed policies and pro-
grammes were in place to realise
this objective. “In several States,
substantial progress has been
made, as a result, in reducing
female infant mortality, mater-
nal mortality and improving fe-
male literacy and retention of
girls in schools. The current em-
phasis is on replicating these
successes in States that have
been lagging behind for various
socio-cultural reasons.”

Always at a disadvantage
On the condition of women in

oln ﬂevrgixtd countries the so-called “glass celling” was

the p m

infant

other countries, he said they
were always disadvantaged, in-
cluding in the'developed coun-
tries, one way or the other. In
developed countries, the prob-
lem was with the so-called “glass
ceiling” at workplaces that dis-
criminated against them moving
to top decision-making posi-
tions. In less-developed coun-
tries, the problem was with the

Lake o
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» Several str:m have made progress In reducing female
oriaity ey

societal preference for male
children, which translated into
institutionalised inequities
faced by women in all fields.

Mr. Chatterjee said much of
the research work carried out on
occupational health was with re-
gard to the organised, urban
workers and therefore, a large
number of women did not bene-
fit from it. Among the reasons
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ALL FOR WOMEN: Lok Sabha Speaker Somnath Chatterjee releasing a commemorative
stamp and first day cover at the inauguration of an international congress on women
in New Delhi on Sunday. — PTI

for their marginal relevance was
the fact that a comprehensive
view was not taken of the differ-
ent roles that they were expect-
ed to perform, especially in
situations of socio-economic
deprivation and underdevelop-
ment.

“In fact, other aspects, such as
sexual harassment and gender-
related discrimination at the
workplace, also need to be taken
into account because of their im-
pact on the overall health of
women, including their mental
health; only then will the com-
plexity of women’s work and
health evoke a far more empath-
etic and sensitive resonance.”
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Women in

Y

Geneva/London, Nov. 24 (Reuters): One in six
women worldwide suffers domestic violence —
some battered during pregnancy — yet many
remain silent about the assaults, the World
Health Organisation (WHO) said today.

In its first global study, the WHO also said
physically- or sexually-abused women were
more likely to suffer longer-term health prob-
lems, including distress and suicide attempts.

The UN agency called for changing behav-
iour through education programmes and train-
ing more health workers and police to investi-
gate signs of mistreatment.

“Women are more at risk from violence in-
volving people they know at home than from
strangers in the street. There is a feeling that
the home is a safe haven and that pregnancy isa
very protected period, but that is not the case,”
WHO’s director-general Lee Jong-Wook said.
“Domestic violence remains largely hidden.”

The Women’s Health and Domestic Vio-
lence Against Women study is based on inter-
views with more than 24,000 women in 10 coun-
tries, ranging from Japan and Thailand to
Ethiopia and Peru.

It paints a harrowing picture of broken
bones, bruises, burns, cracked skulls, dislocat-
ed jaws, rape and fear. Husbands or intimate
partners are the main perpetrators.

THE TELEARYH
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& Peruvian womak lost twins after being hit
in the stomach by the father of her unborn ba-
bies, while a Brazilian sleeps in a locked bed-
room to protect herself from the partner who
has threatened to shoot her, according to the re-
port.

“Every 18 seconds, somewhere, a woman
suffers violence or maltreatment ... We must
put an end to this shameful practice,” said
Spain’s health minister Elena Salgado, current
president of WHQ’s annual health assembly.

Domestic violence can be sparked by dinner
being late, not finishing the housework on time,
disobeying or refusing to have sex, the report
said. In many cases women agree that a man is
justified in beating his wife under certain cir-
cumstances.

In terms of symptoms — pain, dizziness,
mental distress, miscarriages — the findings
across the 15 urban and rural settings were “re-
markably consistent”, according to Claudia
Garcia-Moreno, the study’s coordinator.
“Whether you are a cosmopolitan woman in
Sao Paulo, Brazil or Japan, or a rural woman in
Ethiopia or Peru, the association between vio-
lence and poor health remains,” she said.

“The striking thing we found is the degree
that this violence still remains hidden, she
added.
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Rights. of the Child which
India ratified in 1992 re-
quires member states .to take
affirmative action in protecting-
children from all forms of sexual
abuse, neglect, exploitation, tor-
ture or any form of cruelty. Cur-
rently Indian laws are inade-
quate to.identify and punish of-
fences against children.. Child
abuse, especially sexual abuse, is
a serious problem in India. It has
devastating effects on the victim.
It is estimated that be'tween‘30
and 50 per cent of Indian
children are sexually abused.
India has approximately 300, 000
to 500,000 child prostitutes.
There is no separate legislation
to deal with child sexual abuse
and the -existing laws are
inadequate. An' average of
44,476 children are reported
missing every year, out of which
11,008 children remain
untraced. Most of these children
end up in brothels. These
children are taken to Mumbai,
Delhi and the tourist beaches of
Goa, Puri, Mahabalipuram and

Kerala where pedophile tourism .

is on the rise.

Third largest crime

Trafficking in children, un-- !

derage girls and young women is
the third largest organised crime
next only to illegal trade in drugs’
and arms. Pakistan, Malaysia,
and Indonesia, some of the
countries closely associated with
piracy, drug dealing, and gun
running, are also associated with.
human trafficking. India with a
large number of poor is a source
of women and children for traf-
ficking.

In spite of this, only 65,602
persons were arrested durmg the
five-year period of 1997-2001,
out of which 87 per cent were
females. Traffickers, - transpor-
ters, brothel owners, clients and
other such exploiters are largely
untouched by the law; as pro-
secution is rare.

While there are strong laws re-
lating to rape of female children,
the rules of evidence and the in-
--ordinate-detay in prowcutiep of-

ten leads to vital evidenice. going
" missing- and witne;
hostile. There are no effective
laws .dealing with abuse of male
children. This lacuna m the law

The author is dire
Rights and Legal
New Delhi :

of: tke Human,
riess, Socwty,

By TAMALI SEN GUPTA

has ensured that. there is no
disincentive to commit abuse of
male children in India. '
The Immoral Traffic (Preven-
tion) Act, 1956 as amended in
1986 widened the scope of the
law and enhanced penalties for
offences involving children and
minors. The act deals primarily

with trafficking in women and
children at brothels. It does not
cover the trafficking in children
at beaches, hotels and guest
houses.

One of the biggest lacunae in
the Act is that even if minor
children are found in a brothel,
they are passed off as the
children of prostitutes and most-
ly have to be released without
any proper procedure in place to
determine if this is true.

Penal Code :
The Indian Penal Code, 1860

‘has several provisions to' deal

with the use of criminal force ag-
ainst women and female chil-
dren: Sections 354, 366, 366 A,
366 B, 372 (selling minors for
prostltutlon), 373 (buying minor
for the purpose of prostitution)
and 375. Abuse of male children
is covered under Sections 372
and 373. In addition Section 377
may be invoked. Punishment
may extend to 10 years. There is
no minimum punishment for
procuring, buying or abusing a
minor male child; a male child is
not treated as a victim of rape,
nor is there any presumption of
lack of consent as is statutorily

done in the case of a girl.
Section 375 provides inter alia
that sexual intercourse with a
female child under the age of 16
is rape regardless of whether it
was with her consent or not. The
only exclusion -is in case the
minor is the wife of the person
accused of rape and is above 12

years of age. Enhanced punish-
ment is provided for rape of a
female child below 12 years. The
Section does not apply to the
rape , of a male child by

‘another male as Section 375

clarifies that only a woman can
be raped. This has been upheld
by the Supreme Court in the
case of Sakshi 2004.

Section 377 covers several. of-
fences: non-consensual assault
of a male child; non-consensual
assault of a male adult under
threat of death; sodomy of a fe-
male child; sodomy of an adulit
female; unnatural sexual rela-
tions with animals; and consen-
sual homosexual relations.

Several gay rights activists
have been campaigning for de-
letion of Section 377 from the
IPC. While consensual homo-

- sexual relations are covered un-
der Section 377, this'is only a
small part of the entire gamutof -

offences covered by the séction
and any hasty move for deletion
of the section will leave many
victims of crime without any
legal recourse.

As Section 377 has no mini-
mum punishment, the offenders
are normally released on bail

~ CHILD ABUSE

India Needs Law That Deflnes Rights And Remedles

The UN-: Convention on the,

and then become absconders. By
contrast, Section 375 gives a
minimum punishment of 7 years.
When a minimum punishment is
prescribed, it is assumed that the
crime of rape is a heinous one
and, therefore, a minimum term
of seven years is prescribed.

" There is no such presumption in

Section 377 even if a minor male
child is brutally sodomised al-

" though the police may at their

own discretion add on other
sections.
It is also imperative that child

‘sexual abuse and non-consen-

sual sodomy be separated from
the wider issue of gay rights bas-
ed on consensual relations bet-
ween adults. All these are cover-
ed under Section 377 of the IPC.
The Law Commission has been
studying the matter for the last
five years, but no new laws have

_ been passed. Meanwhile, instan-

ces of trafflckmg in children
continue.

Juvenile justice

The only existing legislation
on children, the Juvenile Justice
Act 2000, deals primarily with
children in conflict with the law
and their rehabilitation. It does
not provide adequately for chil-
dren in need or identify offences
against child victims. Enforce-
ment of even the existing laws
for protection of children are
weak.

While the issues have been
deliberated for the last 15 years,
no new laws have been passed to
protect children and punish
those who abuse them. Child ab-
use is a threat to the social fabric
of a nation and will have disas-
trous consequences for India
unless a nfore humane approach
to children is 'adopted by the
state by defining child rights and
enacting positive measures to
protect child rights.

Almost all countries have le-

~ gislation to protect children. The

United Kingdom (Sexual Offen-
ces Act 2003 dealing extensively
with the rights of children), the
United States, Sri Lanka, Thail-
and and Malaysia, among other

‘nations, have adopted a child

rights appreach. Under this ap-
proach, any transgression of a
child’s rights, violence and other
forms of physical and mentai
torture, is a punishable offence.
The government should enact a
separate child abuse law clearly
defining the rights and remedies
for children.
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Even minor girls may
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New Delhi, October 6

SAYING “ALL is fair in love and war”,
Delhi High Court has ruled that a girl
or a boy can get married if they attain
the age of discretion. Upholding the
validity of the marriage of two girls
who had not reached the age of 18 —
mandatory under the law to get mar-
ried — judges Manmohan Sarin and
Manju Goel said there was nothing il-
legal about it.

The Bench, quoting a Supreme
Court judgment on a similar matter in
which a girl was on the verge of at-
taining the age of 18, held that “both
the girls in the present cases have
reached the age of discretion”. The
court said that, once a girl or boy has
attained the age of discretion and cho-
sen a life partner of her or his own
will, the marriage cannot be nullified
on the ground of their being minors.

The judges gave the ruling on a
habeas corpus writ petition by the hus-
band of a minor gir, aged 16 years and
eight months, and the statement given
by another 16-year-old girl.

Both said they had married of their
own free will and wanted to live with
their husbands, not with their parents.
Before holding their marriages as
valid, the Bench also quoted from an
age-old ruling to say, “You cannot love
and be wise”, besides the oft-repeated
adages, “Love is blind” and “All is fair
in love and war”. “The cases at hand
amply demonstrate the truth of the
above adages and the resistance there-
to from societal norms”. Both the cou-
ples are working-class people.

According to the Hindu Marriage

drew flak from women'’s groups as the

says Delhi HC

Act, the marriageable age for a girl is
18 years and for a boy 21 years. Com-
menting on this, the Bench said, “The
question of a marriage being illegal or
void ab initio on account of the minor-
ity of a Hindu spouse is decided”.
Quoting a judgment, the Bench said
that, in the matter of Simran Kaur vs
the state of Himachal Pradesh, in
which the girl was 15 years old and had

A girl of 15 is not capable of

taking a decision relating to

marriage. The judgment will
encourage child marriage rather

than discourage it
— National Commission for Women

married of her own accord, the apex
court had held that the marriage was
neither void nor voidable. The obser-
vation of the lower court in the matter
that the marriage was not a legal mar-
riage was held to be unwarranted and
unsustainable, the higher court said.
“We, accordingly, in the instant
case, hold that the marriage — in
which the age of the girl is 16 years —
was neither void nor illegal on ac-
count of the girl being less than 18
years of age”, the Bench held.
Meanwhile, the high court order

™, '
‘ h ] :ﬁ M T

| I‘,,g’ ,'MES

National Commission for Women
(NCW) decided to appeal against the
verdict seen as “encouraging” child
marriage. “A girl of 15 is not capable
of taking a decision relating to mar-
riage. The judgment will encourage
child marriage rather than discour-
age it”, the NCW said in a statement.

“The NCW plans to appeal against
the judgment and approach the gov-
ernment for the necessary relief”, it
said. The women’s groups, which had
gathered at a national consultation
meet on the Draft Protection Against
Sexual Harassment of Women Bill,
2005, passed a resolution on Thursday
criticising the judgment passed by the
court on Wednesday. “It’s a ridiculous,
outrageous and retrograde judgment”,
CPI(M) politburo member and presi-
dent of the women's group AIDWA,
Brinda Karat said.

“The decision is highly objection-
able. We condemn it in the severest of
terms. The HC has gone against the
laws banning child marriage”, said
Karat and added that it was the Cen-
tre’s responsibility to appeal against
the court order. Tourism minister
Renuka Choudhury, chief guest, criti-
cised the court’s decision, saying, “I'm
baffled, upset and angry. If a girl can
marry at 15, you might as well allow 15-
year-olds to drink, vote and drive”.

The National Federation of Indian
Women criticised the order, saying,
“This judgment — with one stroke of
the pen — renders invalid, or at least
ineffective, the existing law on the age
of marriage, which, as of today, stands
at 18 for girls”.



Lower court punishment seen inadequate

SC frowns on
rape leniency

R.VENKATARAMAN

New Delhi, Oct. 5; The
Supreme Court has ad-
vised lower courts not to
hand down “inadequate
punishments” for rape as
it is a crime against socie-
ty and human dignity, not
Justa vigkition of an indi-
vidual:
“Awarding of inadequate
punishments by courts is be-
coming disturbingly fre-
quent,” the apex court said in
ajudgment delivered on Mon-
day and asked Madhya
Pradesh High Court to con-
sider afresh a rape case. The
Supreme Court felt the pun-
ishment awarded to the con-
vict was less. .

In rape cases the punish-
ment “shall not be less than 10
years” of imprisonment wh-
ich “may be” extended for life.
But for “adequate and special
reasons”, lower courts and
high courts in the country
could award a sentence less
than 10 years’ imprisonment
which could be seven years or
even less.

In the instant case, Mad-
hya Pradesh High Court had
awarded less than seven years
to a rape convict. On the ap-
peal of the state government
for enhancing the punish-
ment, the Supreme Court
said the high court had dis-
posed of the case “in a most
Insatisfactory manner ex-
aibiting complete non-appli-
:ation of mind”.

“Since the judgment of the
1gh court is not in accor-
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dance with law, we have no op-
tion but to set aside the same
and to remit the matter back to
the high court for a fresh con-
sideration of the appeal,”
Chief Justice R.C. Lahoti and
Justice G.P. Mathur said.
Justice PK. Balasubra-
manyan, writing a separate
butconcurrent judgment, said
rape “is a particularly heinous

Child rapes

B A one-year-old was raped
and murdered by her 27-
year-old neighbour on Mon-
day night at Bonjemahari
village in Asansol. The men-
tally unstable youth was ar-
rested the next day and has
confessed, police said.

A A seven-year-old was al-
legedly raped by a Class VI
student in Krishnagar. Pol-
ice learnt of it after the girl
complained of abdominal
pain at a shalishi meeting.
R SeePage 13

crime, a crime against socie-
ty... one that reduces a manto
an animal”.

The judge noted the “dis-
turbing” trend of lower courts
awarding “inadequate punish-
ments” to rape convicts and
said that “to view such an of-
fence, once it is proved, lightly,
s itself an affront to society”.

“Though the award of
maximum punishment may
depend on the circumstances
of the case, the award of the
minimum punishment gener-
ally is imperative,” Justice

)
Balasubramanyan said.

He observed that the
“power” under the Indian
Penal Code for a court to
award lesser sentence should
not be used “indiscriminately
or routinely”. ‘

The judge said the reasons
for awarding lesser punish-
ment should be special and ad-
equate and they should be set
out clearly and cogently in the
judgment.

“Long pendency of the
criminal trial or the offer of
the rapist to marry the victim
are not relevant reasons” to
award less punishment, the
judge said.

“Nor is the age of the of-
fender by itself an adequate
reason” for a milder sentence.

“The rationale for advocat-
ing the award of a punishment
commensurate with the gravi-
ty of the offence and its impact
on society is to ensure that a
civilised society does not re-
verttothe days of an eye for an
eye and a tooth for a tooth.

“Not awarding a just pun-
ishment might provoke the
vietim - or- her, -relatives to
retaliate in kind and that is
what is exactly sought to be
prevented by the criminal jus-
tice system we have adopted,”
Justice Balasubramanyan,
agreeing with the other two
judges, said.

Quoting Kautilya, Justice
Balasubramanyan said: “Wh-
oever imposes severe punish-
ment becomes repulsive to
people, while he who awards
mild punishment becomes
contemptible.” /

s



Sex abuse cell mandatg\ry

MONOBINA GUPTA

New Delhi, Sept. 26: Males
who have found it difficult to
keep their libido in check in of-
fice had better learntodoso—
especially if the place where
they work has at least 50 em-
ployees.

According to the Protecti-
on Against Sexual Harassm-
ent of Women Bill, 2005, it will
be “mandatory for every estab-
lishment” which employs or
has employed in the preceding
12 months “more than 50 em-
ployees to constitute an inter-
nal complaints committee”.

In organisations that have
less than 50 employees, it is up
to the employer to set up such
committees.

“If the establishment has
more than one branch, it will
be mandatory for the employ-
er to constitute a committee in
each of them,” the bill says.

“The continuance of the
committee will be mandatory
even if the mandatory num-
ber of employees falls after
the committee has been con-
stituted.” '

The committee will have a
minimum of three members
and be headed by a woman.
There has to be at least one ex-
ternal expert and not less than
half the members on the panel
have to be women.

The bill is ready to be intro-
duced in Parliament’s winter
session and final touches will
be given at a two-day work-
shop of women’s organisa-
tions and the National Com-
mission for Women in Delhi
on October 6 and 7.

The Supreme Court had
laid down guidelines for a
complaints committee in
1997 but allegations of viola-
tions have prompted the gov-
ernment to press ahead with

THL "7 IGRATH

thelegislation. Y4V

“We are very keen to pass
this bill in the winter session,”
said a senior official in the de-
partment of women and chil-
dren in the human resource
development ministry.

Sexual harassment has
been defined as “unwelcome
sexually determined behav-
iour such as physical contact,
advances, sexually coloured
remarks, showing pornogra-
phy (and) sexual demands,
whether by words or action”.

The hill leaves it to the
woman’s “perception”.

“It is clarified that it is the
reasonable perception of the
woman that would be relevant
in determining whether any
conduct was sexually coloured
and if so whether such con-
duct was unwelcome or not.”

The bill says a sexually ha-
rassed woman must be compe-
nsated for “mental trauma, pa-

Ve

in, suffering and emotion
stress, loss in career opportu-
nities (and) medical expens-
es”.

The procedure for seeking
redress involves the aggrieved
person submitting a report of
the complaint to the internal
committee. The panel will con-
duct an inquiry but it will be
up to the management to de-
cide whether or not to take ac-
tion against the offender.

“We will try to move an
amendment which will make
it mandatory for the manage-
ment to follow the judgment of
the inquiry committee,” says
the Lawyers’ Collective.

If the management wants
to act, it can take up the case in
court. “The court can then
award compensation without
requiring the person aggrie-
ved to establish her claim
of sexual harassment,” the
bill says.
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Musharraf’s remarks

e
)

on women draw flak "

Disparaging language, says ex-Premier Benazir

B. Muralidhar Red_dy

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) led
by former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto
has taken serious exception to the “disparag-
ing language” used by President Pervez
Musharraf about women in Pakistan in his
interview to an American newspaper during
his visit to New York.

Sherry Rehman, Member of National As-
sembly and president of policy planning for
the PPP, in a statement issued here, said it
was shocking that Gen. Musharraf had publi-
cly aired his low opinion of women, who he
claimed, “are willing to get themselves raped
to get visas for Canada or any other foreign
country.

“Women ashamed”

“All Pakistanis must have lowered their
heads in shame to be represented by such
views at the United Nations forum,” she said,
adding that the PPP and all progressive peo-
ple across the country want to distance
themselves from such a view.

“Instead of enacting laws to protect wom-
en, all this Government has done is hold
expensive international conferences at
which it tries to impress upon donors its
commitment to empowering women”, Ms.
Rehman said.

Even the National Assembly has become a
farce in the face of Government attempts to
strangulate the Opposition’s voice.

She complained that women who move
adjournment motions to discuss gang-rapes
by police officials, or to obtain some justice
for the victims, such as the recent case of a
women in Rawalpindi, who still cannot get
an FIR registered against her assailants, are
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OUTRAGED: Activists from the Joint
Action Committee for People’s Rights
raise slogans during a demonstration
in Karachi on Friday. - PHOTO: AFP

not allowed to do so.

The PPP soundly condemns such senti-
ments that cast women victims as NGO-dri-
ven manipulators, and sympathises with al
women who raise their voice against suct
tyranny and injustice, Ms. Rehman said.



Pervez rape slur.
sparks protests ™

Islamabad, Sept. 16
(Reuters): Qutrage mounted in
Pakistan and abroad today
over President Pervez
Musharraf’s comment that
many Pakistanis felt that cry-
ing rape was an easy way to
make money and move to
Canada.

Canadian Prime Minister
Paul Martin has already con-
demned the remarks made by
Musharraf, who is in the US
having addressed the UN Gen-
eral Assembly on Wednesday.

London-based rights group
Amnesty International said
Musharraf should apologise,
and newspapers back home
decried their leader’s attitude.

Musharraf told the Wash-
ington Post in an interview
published on Tuesday that
Pakistan should not be singled
out on rape issues as other
countries had the same prob-
lems. “You must understand
the environment in Pakistan
... This has become a money-
making concern. A lot of peo-
ple say if you want to go
abroad and get a visa for Cana-
da or citizenship and be a mil-
lionaire, get yourself raped,”
the Post quoted Musharraf as
saying.

Dawn, Pakistan’s leading
English-language daily, round-
ed on Musharraf in an editori-
al headlined: “Wrong thing to

I
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Protesters at a rally in
Karachi. (AFP)

say”. “If this attitude, of blam-
ing rape and other crimes
against women on women
themselves and ridiculing
NGOs (non-government or-
ganisations) that take up such
issues, begins to travel upward
from ignorant mullahs and
male chauvinists to permeate
the higher echelons of the ad-
ministration, then God help
us,” it said.

Amnesty International
said it was outraged at the re-
marks by Musharraf, who is
due to address an audience of

TG,
Paki tanl Amerlcan women
in New York tomorrow.

“This callous and insulting
statement requires a public
apology from President
Musharraf to the women of
Pakistan and especially to vic-
tims of rape, sexual assault
and other forms of violence
that are rampant with impuni-
ty in Pakistan,” the group said
in a statement issued yester-
day.

Musharraf, according to
media reports, told a news
conference in New York yes-
terday that he had been ex-
pressing a commonly held
opinion rather than his own.

Earlier, Canada’s Martin
said he had raised the matter
with the Pakistani leader dur-
ing a meeting on the sidelines
of the General Assembly.

Afghan violence

Suspected Taliban militants
shot dead a candidate in
Afghanistan’s weekend elec-
tions today and the guerrillas
warned voters they could be
hurt unless they boycotted the
polls.

National Assembly candi-
date Abdul Hadi was killed in
the southern province of Hel-
mand, provincial spokesman
Mohammad Wali Alizai said.
He was the seventh candidate
to be killed.




BRAVE HEARTS

I am a woman? No, never”

HERAT (AFGHANISTAN): The number that
appeared on Gheida Tavaen Afif’s
cellphone was unfamiliar, but she
answered it anyway. “Step down or you’'ll
| be dead,” a gruff voice said.

. Itwas the latest in a string of
threatening calls made from payphones
and cellphones to the 26-year-old, who is
standing for Parliament in Herat, but she
ignores them.

“Why should I step down? Because I am
awoman? No, never,” she said at her
campaign office, which situated in her
family compound. Ms. Afif says her father
is supporting her financially, along with
her brother and sister who both live
overseas, though the family did not report
the calls to the police because they were
powerless to stop the harassment.

“Even if I risk getting killed, I will still
struggle and push my way ahead because
someone needs to stop this stupidity,” she
adds.

Hundreds of women like her are defying
threats, instability and conservative
attitudes to stand in the parliamentary
polls on September 18, the country’s first
for 30 years and the next step in its tough

path to democracy. In the south and east,
they face a situation that has barely
changed since the time of the Taliban, the
hardline Islamist regime that banned
women from studying, working or leaving
the house without being covered by a
burqa.

Meanwhile, in much of northern and
western Afghanistan, rights groups say,
local warlords who helped lay waste to
much of the country during a bitter civil
war in the 1990s are now intimidating
candidates. Nevertheless, 328 women are
standing for Parliament’s Lower House,
where 68 of 249 seats have been set aside
for women. Another 237 are running for
seats on provincial councils.

Only five seats reserved for women on
provincial councils will stay empty
because not enough women have stood for
election, all of them in the conservative,
ethnic Pashtun southern provinces where
the Taliban was spawned.

The quotas have given an incentive for
otherwise conservative tribal elders and
powerful political families to put their
normally sidelined sisters and daughters
on the campaign trail.

Tough path to democracy for women

“Why should I step down? Because

Nima Suratgar, candidate for the
September 18 parliamentary election
(right), at campaign meeting,
recently. - PHOTO: AFP

And independent female candidates
have found innovative ways around the
intimidation.

Shukria Barikzai (33), who is standing
for Parliament in Kabul, has received a
stream of death threats over the phone
and by E-mail.

Instead of planning rallies or meetings,
she drives around the city and stops at
crowded locations like bus stations to
make speeches and distribute leaflets to
passers-by. Money is another problem
because few women have independent
financial means to pay for leaflets, phone
bills and office expenses. — AFP
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he passage by Parliament of the Protection o

Women from Domestic Violence Bill — in response

to demands from the National Commission fo1

Women and citizens’ bodies — to provide for a civil
remedy against atrocities has not come a day too soon,
considering the inadequacy of existing criminal law.The Bill
marks a significant advance over the proposal envisaged by
the National Democratic Alliance Government whereby on-
ly habitual assaults and physical injury were sought to be
taken cognisance of as domestic violence. In seeking to
secure women'’s right to their matrimonial home for the
duration of a dispute — as recommended by the Parlia-
mentary Standing Committee headed by Human Resource
Development Minister Arjun Singh — the current Bill ad-
dresses a critical factor that constrains women from coming
out with complaints on the continuing violence against
therh. The provision to guarantee relief for women who are
gjc/tlihms of actual cruelties or are subject to constant threat of
violence, regardless of the nature of their relationship with
the accused — matrimonial, consanguinous or otherwise —
is significant, in view of the fact that registration of marriag-
es is not compulsory under the Hindu Marriages Act and
that lack of proof of a wedding can be used by perpetrators to
evade responsibility. Concerns have been raised about mak-
ing the proposed law applicable to live-in relationships —
not recognised by the existing laws. But these objections
overlook the pre-eminent purpose of the Bill, namely, to
safeguard the basic rights of all women. The Bill also rightly
avoids, unlike the 2003 proposal, any reference to the right
of self-defence for the accused, which could serve as an alibi
for perpetrators of abuse. This should encourage recourse to
legal and transparent means of resolving familial and mar-
ital discord.

The Bill of course is by no means comprehensive in the
sense that there are other facets of violence it does not
address. Yet, such omissions do not detract from the fact
that it answers by far the most sensitive issue of combating
grotesque brutalities committed against women, which go
largely unpunished under Indian penal legislation with the
victims being denied any other relief as well. The many
laudatory provisions in the Bill notwithstanding, women’s
organisations have cautioned against the potential for abuse
of the wide powers vested in the protection officers — inter-
mediaries between the courts and the victims of violence —
and have proposed an enhanced role for Non-Governmental
Organisations who may be already engaged in the delivery of
relief and counselling. The NGOs’ opposition to the require-
ment of registration of the agencies with a designated au-
thority has validity, because the stipulation will, on the one
hand, encourage a tendency to kowtow to the bureaucracy
and, on the other, deny victims potential valuable help from
sources remaining outside the ambit of registration.
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The elusive quota

g
for women « QQ\

he unending saga of the Women’s Reservation Bi
can be viewed in two ways. If nine years and count-
less unparliamentary fisticuffs later, the Bill can do
no better than wait for the ‘next session,” the prog-
nosis cannot be bright. On the other hand, why not see hope
in the fact that these nine years have helped cool tempers
around the Bill? Nobody will claim that Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Mulayam Singh and Railways Minister Lalu Prasad
are the picture of cooperation. Indeed, thanks to their seem-
ing intransigence, several oddball ideas have gained cur-
rency, including a ludicrous proposal to increase the
strength of the Lok Sabha to 900. Yet the debates are no
longer rancorous and there is talk of movement towards a
negotiated consensus. Progressive legislation is tough to
pass for a complexity of reasons. Women round the world
have fought protracted battles to win their rights. In the
United States, the 19th Amendment granting them voting
rights was the result of a 72-year struggle that began in 1848.
In Britain, they won the right to vote in 1918, half a century
after John Stuart Mill called for women’s suffrage. Swit-
zerland caved in as late as 1971.

The republican Constitution, adopted in 1950, enfran-
chised Indian women at one stroke. Over the years, Parlia-
ment has passed a remarkable range of pro-women
legislation — most of it unopposed. However, entrenched
patriarchy is not easily challenged. It can hardly be to the
satisfaction of the Lok Sabha that with respect to women’s
representation in the lower House, India ranks a miserable
134 out of 186 countries surveyed by the Inter-Parliamen-
tary Union (World Map of Women in Politics, 2005, pub-
lished by the IPU and the United Nations Division for the
Advancement of Women). Pakistan, by contrast, ranks 40,
its women having 21.3 per cent representation compared
with Indian women’s 8.3 per cent. The surprise in the pack is
Rwanda; it has edged past the Nordic countries to bag the top
position with 48.8 per cent representation for its women.
Sweden follows with 45.3 per cent. These achievements are,
in large part, an outcome of special enabling measures. The
Nordic countries mandate affirmative action such as quotas
and targets, while Belgium provides for a statutory quota of
33.3 per cent for women. The Indian case is ironic, consid-
ering the higher overall winning ratio for women candidates.
Forty-five of 355 women contestants (12.6 per cent) won in
the 14th General Election compared with 498 of 5,050 men
contestants (9.8 per cent). The strike rate in the preceding
general election was 17.2 per cent for women and 11.3 per
cent for men. Male candidates have an edge in the national
parties but barely so. Of the 30 women fielded by the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party in the May 2004 contest, 10 (33.3 per cent)
won. The female success ratio was 62.5 per cent for the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) and 26.6 per cent for
the Congress. Need we say more?
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Maonsoon Session Draws To A Close

WVomen s Bill
" remains a sore
h\%pomt for PM

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 30 AUGUST

rime Minister Manmohan

Singh on Friday called for

utmost care in the proper
implementation of the Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Act to en-
sure that its benefits reached its
intended benefactors. He said
those who will be in charge of im-
plementing the scheme should
ensure that the right kind of proj-

ects are selected and that the

loopholes for wastage and cor-
ruption are plugged.

Speaking in the Lok Sabha be-
fore the House was adjourned
sine die, Dr Manmohan Singh
said he was happy that the ses-
sion had passed the Bill so that
“the poorest of our people have
been assured an important fruit
of democracy, the assurance of
gainful employment. Our gov-
ernment is proud of the Rural
Employment Guarantee Bill that
this House has approved in this
session.”The challenge, he said,
was now in how well this assur-
ance was implemented and its
benefits reached the intended
beneficiaries. “Great responsibil-
ity rests on the shoulders of those
charged with the responsibility of
implementing the Employment
Guarantee Act, particularly on
the Panchayati Raj institutions,”
Dr Singh said. He said the govern-
ment was also proud that the ses-
sion had passed a Bill amending
the Hindu Succession Act to fulfil
“along-standing promise we had
made to our sisters and daugh-
ters. We are equally committed to
the empowerment of women,”
Mr Singh said,

Regretted that the Women's

eservation  Bill couldn’t be
tabled in the session he said: “Ire-
gret the inability to move ahead
on the reservation of seats for
women in the highest decision-
makingbodies of our country. But
Ireiterate our commitment to this
just demand of half of our popula-
tion,” he said, The PM expressed
his appreciation to Speaker for his
“fortitude, wisdom, and your in-
estimable patience and transpar-
ent sincerity in trying to conduct
the proceedings of this House ”

Left brews
storm over
SME Bill

Our Political Bureauy
NEW DELHI 30 AUGUST

THE Left and the government
seem to be headed for another
round of confrontation over a
provisionin the draft Bill for de-
velopment of small and medi-
um scale enterprises. The CPI
contends that it will deny social
security benefits to 75% of the
workforce in the country. Talk-
ing to reporters in Parliament
onTuesday, Gurudas Dasgupta,
leader of the CPlin the Lok Sab-
ha, warned that passing the Bill
could lead to “serious con-
frontation” between the Left
and the government.

“The Small and Medium
Enterprises Development Bill,
2005, pending before the
Union Cabinet, will deny ma-
jority of the workers in the
country the benefits of labour
laws,” Mr Dasgupta said. He
made publicthe draft Billand a
covering note marked “secret”
that recorded the “minutes of
the Cabinet on the August 11,
2005”, He quoted from a pas-
sage in the Bill, which, accord-
ing to him, denied workers in
the small and medium enter-
prises — essentially those in
the unorganised sector — the
right toa clutch of sodial securi-
ty benefits, including the insur-
ance, provident fund, materni-
ty benefits, bonus and gratuity.
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‘Domestic violence Bill

passed amid RS din"

NEW DELHI, Aug. 29. — Par-
liament approved the Protection of

Women from Domestic Violence .

Bill today when the Rajya Sabha
passed the measure in an inexplica-
ble hurry without any discussion.
The discussion on the Bill appar-
ently fell-vietim to a prolonged tur-
moil the House witnessed over the

issue of the finance minister, Mr P-

Chidambaram’s lawyer wife appear-
ing in an Income-Tax Department
case in a Chennai court. -

In the middle of the turmoil,
which saw BJP and AIADMK mem-

‘bers storming the Well of the House,

the Chairman, Mr Bhairon Singh
Shekhawat, firmly ruled that no dis-
cussion couid take place after Mr
Chidambaram made his personal
cxplanation; and asked the minister
of state for HRD, Ms Kanti Singh,
to move the Bill, -

With the protesting Opposition
members in no mood to allow any
other ‘business, Ms Singh went
through the motion of clause by clause

consideration of the Bill with the rul-

ing party members approving the
measure step-by-step by voice vote.
Amidst the din, the CPI-M member,
Ms Brinda Karat, was seen loudly
protesting at the haste in which the
Bill was being passed. It transpired
that Ms Karat had certain amend-

“ments to niove to the Bill.

Also, after failing to register her
protest, an angry Ms Jaya Bachchan,
along with her Samajwadi Party
members walked out, charging.-the
BJP and other Opposition parties
with not being serious about
women'’s issues,

ke B

ESars,,

Mrs Brinda Karat and Mrs Jaya Bachchan: Livid

N

Defence of truth Bill

A Parliamentary committee today

termed as “right step” a Bill that
sought to make “truth” a defence in
contempt of court cases — a provi-
sion that is unavailable for pleading
by any accused, adds PTI. “The
defence of truth being introduced by
the legislation is a right step, taken in
the right direction, considering the
interests of the larger section of the
society,” the standing committee on
public grievances, law and justice said
yn its report tabled in both Houses,_—



Afghan women facy poll hurdles

Cash bigger problem,

STOCKHOLM: Many Afghan wom-
en who would like to contest the
September. 18 elections cannot
do so because they have no mon-
ey of their own and their hus-
bands control the family purse
strings, Afghanistan’s Women’s
Affairs Minister has said.

Massouda Jalal, in Sweden for
a meeting on women'’s rights in
societies recovering from con-
flicts, said hundreds of women
were running for seats in Parlia-
ment and local councils, but
there could have been thousands
more.

“The main reason thousands
of women did not become candi-
dates is that they cannot afford
the financial expenses,” Ms. Ja-
lal told reporters, adding that
this was because men were often
in charge of the household mon-

says Mlmster X0’ r
AN

ey in the strongly Muslim na-
tion.

Those women who are stand-
ing for office “are always men-
tioning the money as a problem.
This is a bigger problem than
security,” she said.

About 30,000 U.S.-led and
NATO troops are trying to defeat
a Taliban insurgency in Afghan-
istan.

“God willing, we hope security
will allow women to vote and
participate, but security is not
completed, it is still a concern
even though we have a partial
peace,” Ms. Jalal said.

“I hear from candidates that
some of them get threats, but it
doesn’t mean they are not going
ahead — we have hundreds of
candidates,” she said. — Reuters

SEEKING SUPPORT: A candidate for the Afghanistan
parliamentary elections, Shukria Barakzai (right) hands
out posters to school girls as she campaigns in Kabul
recently. -~ PHOTO: REUTERS



Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) on Friday described
as “wrong and baseless” Con-
gress president Sonia Gandhi’s
charge that the BJP had changed
its stand on the Women’s Reser-
vation Bill.

“Ms. Gandhi has either been
misled or she is trying to cover
up her failure in convincing the
United Progressive Alliance
(UPA) allies to arrive at a con-
sensus that made her blame the
Opposition for derailing the ex-
ercise,” BJP spokesperson Sush-
ma Swaraj told reporters here.
She challenged the Government
to introduce the Bill in Parlia-
ment next week.

Placing on record the BJP’s
stand that it would support any
formula that would ensure res-
ervation for women except a
“quota within quota,” Ms. Swa-
raj said this had been made clear

» Government challenged
to introduce the Bill in
Parliament next week

» Election Commission
formula.is 'non-

at meetings called by the Gov-
ernment, including the one con-
vened by the Prime Minister last
week. “We will not disturb any
consensus arrived at by the Gov-
ernment but the fact is that the
Government itself is unable to
convince its ally, the Rashtriya
Janata Dal and supporter [the]
Samajwadi Party,” she said. The
BJP’s experience had shown
that the original Bill would not
be passed unless the Govern-
ment accepted the concept of
sub-quota. “We are opposing a
quota within quota because the
Constitution does not permit

S

mad

reservation on religious or caste
lines and it would be struck
down by the Supreme Court.”
Reacting to a similar demand
made by the former Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister, Uma
Bharti, Ms. Swaraj said these
were individual opinions. As a
party there was only one opin-
ion, she added.

It was because of all these is-
sues that the BJP suggested the
adoption of the Election Com-
mission formula that would
make it mandatory for parties to
reserve 33 per cent of the tickets
for women. “This option is quick
to adopt and implement and
non-controversial. In fact, I had
opposed the Election Commis-
sion proposal but changed my
mind subsequently,” Ms. Swaraj
said.

Ms. Swaraj also sought to give
credit to the National Democrat-
ic Alliance (NDA) for twice
clearing the Bill from the Cabi-

Swaraj o

‘Sonia’s charge on women’s Bill <
baseless, says Sush

BJP stand is that it will support any formula except “quota within quota”

"
q“\%

net and tabling it in Parliament
for discussion while the present
Government had fajled to do
even that.

“Last time it was the Members
of Parliament who had torn the
bill but this time round it would
be the Ministers themselves,”
she added.

NFIW expresses shock

The National Federation of
Indian Women (NFIW) has ex-
pressed shock at the now famil-
iar ending of the hopes of seeing
the Bill being translated into leg-
islation.

“This has been going on for
over adecade. The Governments
of all hues have assured the
women of their support for the
Bill. The reality, however, has
been very different. One or the
other sections have managed to
sabotage the Bill,” a statement
issued by NFIW general secre-
tary Annie Raja said.



2\ M}p_th;r
arrested
fter girl
crusade

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Behrampore, Aug. 25: The
mother of nine-year-old Bilkis
Khatun was arrested this mor-
ning for allegedly forcing her
into a marriage mid-July after
the girl hitch-hiked to a police
station and lodged her own
complaint.

Police are looking for the
groom, Tufan Sheikh, the gir-
I's 25-year-old cousin, and qazi
Aish Mohammad, who regist-
ered the marriage in Bhagaba-
ngola, 235 km from Calcutta.

Bilkis, a Class IV student of
Natun Habaspur Primary Sch-
ool, was married off to Tufan
in the absence of her father,
the police said. Nurul Islam, a
mason, works in Lucknow.

After her marriage on July
14, Bilkis was not sent off to
her in-laws’ because of her te-
nder age, a police officer said.
“After about two weeks, Tufan
left for Lucknow, where he
worked as a mason, while Bil-
kis stayed with her mother
and went to school.”

This morning, Bilkis told
her mother that she had to lea-
ve for school early as she had
to meet a teacher. Moyna Bibi
agreed. “She walked up to the
main road and caught a trekk-
er to Bhagabangola, 5 km aw-
ay. The little girl simply strode
into the police station and nar-
rated her plight to the officer
onduty,” a policeman said.

The officer heard her out
and asked Bilkis to lodge a wr-
itten complaint, which she did
with the help of alocal youtt
present at the police statior
then. Treating the complain:
as an FIR, the force got going
Along with Moyna Bibi, qaz:
Moazzem Hossain, who cond
ucted the wedding, was held.

The girl had earlier tried tc
run away from the marriage,
but her mother threatened her
into submission. Moyna had
even said that she would com-
mit suicide if fled.

“Tufan Sheikh’s family is
better off financially and we
think the mother did not want
to waste time when the youth
readily agreed tothe match,” a
police officer said.

Murshidabad superintend-
ent of police N.K. Singh confir-
med that the arrests were ma-
de on the basis of Bilkis’s com-
plaint. “The marriage of a mi-
nor girl is illegal,” he said.
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< «Much reservation .

HE BILL to provide reservation
for women in Parliament and
state assemblies, that has been
making the rounds of Parlia-
ment since 1996, seems destined to stay
in a state of limbo even this year. The
seemingly endless debate on whether or
not to reserve one-third seats in Parlia-
ment for women has taken several turns
— most intended to keep the matter on
the backburner — but in the process, po-
litical parties appear to have lost thread
of the real issue — why is there gender
disparity in political participation in the
first place, and will tokenism in the form,
of a quota mitigate the circumstances
resulting in such a difference?

In India, equality for women is a con-
cept that the Constitution avows, with
the ground reality presenting a com-
pletely different picture. That of contin-
ued discrimination against women,
both economically and socially, with lit-
tfle apology. Let’s not forget that it has
taken 58 years since the country’s inde-
pendence for women to be able to stake
alegal claim to ancestral property, with
both Houses of Parliament having
cleared the Hindu Succession (Amend-
ment) Act in its current session. Simi-

.
‘e

HINDUSTAN TIMES
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larly, a new legislation that has been en-
acted to protect women from domestic
violence is testimony to the fact that the
country has a long way to go before it
can rid itself of this inhuman taint that
is, according to statistics, widespread.

Political parties must recognise that
providing reservation for women in Par-
liament will not automatically lead to
their larger presence in polity. Nor will
sub-quotas for backward classes and mi-
norities within its ambit allow women
from these sections greater freedom to
assert their political identity. The exper-
iment that started with providing quo-
tas for women in village panchayats
showed what a farce such an exercise
can become — women elected to the pan-
chayats, in many cases, were just figure-
heads, while the real decision-making
took place elsewhere. The key to greater
participation by women in politics lies
in their social, economic and cultural
empowerment. This is not something
that is achievable by a quota. Laws are
certainly a help in the process, but as the
widespread violation of the statutes on
dowry and child marriage shows, the
need of the hour is a changed mindset of
society as a whole.
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Women S reservation debate on

Parliament adopts rural job Bill

NEW DELHI, Aug. 24. — The Parliament tonight approved the
historic Rural Employment Guarantee Bifl, when the Rajya
Sabha adopted it by voice vote after the Prime Minister, Dr
Manmohan Singh, spoke about the imperative of maintaining 7
to 8 per cent GDP growth to finance and effectively sustain the
awesome scheme. The Bill seeks to ensure job for 100 days a
.year to one member of each rural household in the country.

. The Lok Sabha passed the Bill yesterday. Now, it will go to the
.Presudent for his assent to become an Act of Parliament,

NEW DELHI, Aug. 24. —
As differences between the”
BIP and its NDA partners
surfaced today on the issue
of reservation fop women in
Parliament and state legis-

latures, the much-hyped
women's reservation Bill
appeared to have hit a
dead-end once again.

At a meeting of the non-
UPA and non-Left parties
here called by the Prime
Minister, Dr Manmohan
Singh, no consensus could
be evolved once again over
the bill. Earlier, a similar
meeting of the UPA and its
supporting Left allies had
met with the same fate. The
BJP, however, defended its
partnérs’ right to differ on
the issue and once again
reiterated that it was ready
to back the Bill’s passage in
whatever format it was
brought in by the govern-
ment.

In today’s meeting, Mr
LK Advani and Mrs
Sushma Swaraj from. the

- BJP and other NDA lead-

ers, including from the
TDP, were present. The
Janata Dal (United) leader,
Mr Nitish Kumar, insisted

“quota within quota”
earmarkmg a percentage of
reservation for the minority
communijties " in the Bill.
The Akali Dal and TDP,
though not in open support
of such a provision, main-
tained that they had no
objection to it. The BIP,
however, was opposed to
any reservation for Dalit

Muslims and Dalit
Christians.
Home minister Mr

Shivraj Patil came forward.

with two more alternative
proposals for the Bill. One

related to “double member
constituencies”, the brain-
child of the AIADMK.
Swatantra Bharat’s Mr
Sharad Joshi suggested
“Proportional representa-
tion list system” as another
alternative. There were in
total five proposals for an
alternative to the Bill.

Mrs Swaraj, however,”

said that the government’s
new delimitation exercise
for gdditional allocation of
seats in Parliament and
Assemblies would be a
time-taking exercise, as it
would pose enormous.log-
istical problems and further
delay the Bill’s passage.
BJP leaders claimed that
consensus in today’s discus-

sion emerged in favour of
the Election Commission’s
recommendation-as it did
not involve a ratification
by states and could be
passed by a voice vote.

“If the EC proposal was
accepted, it <could be
implemented during the
next years' Assembly elec-
tions in Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, West Bengal and
Assam. It would also
effectively address some of
the political parties’ insis-
tence on ‘quota within
quota’ as it would be
entirely up to the parties
to decide as to whom they
want to give tickets to,”
Mrs Swaraj argued. But
with the Left adamant on
its original 1997 Bill, it
seems unlikely that a con-
sensus on the matter could
be evolved.

BJP parliamentary party
spokesman Mr VK Mal-
hotra warned-the govern-
ment against any attempt
to bring in legislation that
would guarantee reserva-
tion for Dalit Christians

and Dalit Muslims. /



Yadavs foil ovt plan
on women’s uota hill

Times Nsmnx (‘\\, \ ©

New Delhi: OBC chieftains from the
north—UP chief minister Mulayam
Singh Yadav and railway minister Lalu
Prasad—had to launch a grim last-ditch
fight on Monday to beat back a deter-
mined push for an early passage of the
women's reservation bill after the DMK
 suddenly switched sides to join the pro-
quota forces.

The DMXK’s changed stance, conveyed
to Lalu, at once
tipped the balance in
favour of the propo-
nents  of the
women’s quota, lead-
ing the railway min-
ister and the UP CM
to dig their heels in
on the matter amid
rising fears that gov-
ernment was seek-
ing an extension of the session to get the
quota bill, which has been languishing
for years, passed.

DMK boss M Karunanidhi told Lalu
that no hurdle should be placed in the
way of the bill and that the quota for
“backwards” could be considered in the
second phase. The DMK’s desertion blast-
ed a big hole in the fortification that the
OBC politicians have built to oppose the
passage of the bill unless it was amended
to provide for a “quota within gquota” for
OBC and Muslim women.

The development, which saw the DMK
uncoupling itself from its Tamil Nadu
partner, the PMK, alarmed not just the
“pbackward”’ MPs in different parties but
the entire male political establishment
which sees the OBC resistance as their
last line of defence against the women’s
quota.

Luckily for them, the resistance held

its own against the growing momentum
of political correctness in spite of the
fact that BSP chief Mayawati did not
come out in the open to support a “back-
ward”’ quota within the larger women’s
quota. -

At the meeting of UPA partners, the
Left and others like the SP, the BSP and
Majlis Ittehadul Muslimeen supporting
the government convened here to craft a
consensus, the UP CM is reported to have
questioned the very rationale of the ex-
ercise, saying the
parties had more im-
portant concerns to
care for than
women’s quota. He
got solid support
from Lalu, who put
his foot down saying
that he would not
mind getting isolat-
ed over the issue.
“You earmark half of the 33% you pro-
pose to reserve for women for OBCs and
Muslims. Or else, I will not support you,”
the railway minister reportedly told his
UPA colleagues.

Lalu took his opposition to the Central
Hall, lobbying MPs of parties which are
supporting the bill using different de-
vices, including invoking fears of loss of
power, promoting OBC solidarity and the
argument that the passage of the bill
with no indication of the seats to be ex-
clusively designated for women would
make everyone’s political fate uncertain.
He also herded all his MPs and took them
to Pranab Mukherjee to show that he
meant business.

The two Yadav leaders also got
support from Majlis Ittehadul Mus-
limeen’s representative Azeezuddin
Owaisi, who made a strong pitch for quo-
ta for Muslims.
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Even after 50 years of women’s lib, some
men still find it hard to accept the idea of
women in sharp suits setting the agenda and
telling them what to do.

Hasan Suroor

IRST, A well-known fact: a British work-

place is no longer a sea of white and
brown men in grey suits; and even in smoke-
filled boardrooms there is a view beyond the
glass ceiling. Now a myth: too many top jobs
in key areas are being taken away by women
causing a dangerous “shift in the balance of
power between the sexes.”

And now the ultimate myth: something
called the “feminisation” of the workplace is
going on —and so rapidly that it threatens
the very identity of men. It is said to be
already happening. Remember the woman
chief executive of a company who referred to
a male journalist as “that gentleman in tight
trousers,” rather than by his name?

In the past week, the British media have
been consumed by a new controversy over
what has been termed a “battle of sexes.” It
all started when Michael Buerk, one of Bri-

tain’s most respected broadcasters and a for-
mer high-profile BBC news presenter and
foreign correspondent, complained that the
“shift in the balance of power between the
sexes” had gone too far and men were being
reduced to picking up the crumbs. He used a
rather colourful expression to suggest that
men were in danger of being marginalised —
not only at the workplace but everywhere.

“Life is now being lived according to wom-
en’s rules,” he bemoaned in an interview
with The Radio Times adding that men were
becoming “more like women.” “Look at the
changes in the workplace. There is no manu-
facturing industry any more; there are no
mines; few vital jobs require physical
strength. We have lots of jobs that require
people-skills and multi-tasking—which
women are a lot better at,” he said.

Using the BBC as an example of how wom-
en were supposedly squeezing men out of
their traditional strongholds, Mr. Buerk

Walking to school

Walkers have been found to be more active
than those who come by car, bus or train.

Nicholas Bakalar

ALKING TO school may be the cure

for teenage couch potatoes. A Scottish

study demonstrates that the walkers are

more active during the rest of the day than
their peers who arrive by car, bus or train.

Why walking to school encourages greater

. i aas
JE HUL
*

physical activity is not clear, but the authors
speculate that a morning walk may stim-
ulate further social interaction and lead to
more exercise.

They said that similar results had been
found for 10-year-olds, but that walking to
school made no difference in the physical
activity level of five-year-olds.

e THE HINCU

complained: “Almost all the big jobs in
broadcasting are held by women — the con-
trollers of BBC1 television and Radio 4, for
example ... These are the people who decide
what we see and hear.”

The BBC is routinely accused of all man-
ner of things — pro-Labour bias, anti-Israeli
tilt, too much political correctness — but this
is the first time someone has made a fuss
over its gender profile which, despite some
women in senior positions, remains — like
most of Britain — very much a male patch.
Its two top positions — chairman and direc-
tor-general — are, both, held by men. And
another coveted position — that of the BBC’s
Political Editor — has always been, and con-

tinues to be, a male monopoly. Feminists
were rather upset when, recently, the BBC
brought in a male journalist from outside
the BBC to replace its outgoing political edi-
tor Andrew Marr bypassing its own senior
female staffer, Martha Kearney, political ed-
itor of Newsnight. The Guardian’s colum-
nist, Polly Toynbee, famously accused the
BBC of throwing away an opportunity to
signal a change in its macho approach to
political journalism by ignoring the more
mellow Ms. Kearney’s claim.

Outside the BBC, things are even worse.
In almost all professions — politics, bureau-
cracy, business, academia, police, army — it
is a man’s world. And that includes the
media where, contrary to Mr. Buerk’s la-
ment, top jobs are not occupied by women.

Women’s groups have angrily contested
the theory of the “feminisation” of the work-

The researchers recruited 13- and 14-
year-olds from four schools near Edinburgh,
giving each an instrument that records the
time and distance of vertical movement.
They were asked to wear the devices all day
except while bathing or swimming,

The results were published online by Brit-
ish Medical Journal on August 16.

By every measurement, the teenagers
who walked to school exercised more than
those who rode.

Those who walked both to and -from
school got 25 per cent more exercise than
riders over the entire weekday, 8.9 per cent
more during school hours, 4.2 per cent more
while on morning break, 18.4 per cent more
during lunch break and 17 per cent more
exercise outside school.

place pointing out that far from dominating
the workplace, women do not even get the
same wages as men for the same work.

As for claims that the City — London’s
notoriously male-dominated financial dis-
trict — is being “taken over” by aggressive
women bosses, the fact is that, according to
surveys, there is only one female chairper-
son among Britain’s top 100 companies, and
one woman chief executive. Boardrooms are
said to be overwhelmingly white and male.
One analyst said that it was still “unusual” to
see women in senior positions. “While there
are some exceptional women who have reac-
hed exceptional positions, they remain just
that: the exception. I am a woman working
in the very male-dominated City and I have
lost count of the times that I've been the only
female in the room,” noted Polly Fergusson
editor of the financial magazine Shares,
writing in The Sunday Telegraph.

Arguably, the Old Boys network has start-
ed to sag a bit, but “feminisation” of the
workplace? Come on. For, despite all the
hand-wringing over women barn-storming
their way through male preserves, British
society still remains solidly white, male and
middle class.

So, what is the Buerk-ian fuss about? Ob-
viously, even after 50 years of women’s lib,
some men still find it hard to accept the idea
of women in sharp suits setting the agenda
and telling them what to do. A more char-
itable explanation is that Mr. Buerk’s out-
burst was all a PR gimmick to create interest
in his new Channel Five programme Don’t
Get Me Started! And, lastly, it is August —
the “silly” season when nothing happens and -
a news-starved media need to manufacture
controversies to remain in business. Take
your pick.

The teenagers who walked one way had
increases over the riders that were almost as
great.

Turning down a lift to school may have
other advantages, said Joanna Inchley, a re-
search fellow at the University of Edinburgh
and co-author of the study. “Obviously cut-
ting down on car travel has much broader
environmental and safety benefits as well as
the health benefits for children,” she said.

Driving the teenagers to soccer practice
may not be enough, Ms. Inchley said. “Par-
ents need the support of schools and com-
munity groups to provide a range of
age-appropriate opportunities for children
and adolescents to be active. It’s not just
about team-based sports.” —New York
Times News Service
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Consensus eludes Women's Bill

We favour original version but will not stand in the way of consensus: Left

Neena Vyas

NEW DELHi: A two-hour discussion
among the United Progressive
Alliance constituents and its
supporting parties on the pro-
posed Women’s Reservation Bill
did not produce consensus but
several parties said they agreed
“in principle” with the idea of
reserving one-third of seats for
women in State legislatures and
Parliament.

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, who was in the chair, was
reported to have said at the end
of the meeting that he appreciat-
ed the views expressed and
would get back to them. Besides
UPA chairperson Sonia Gandhi
and Parliamentary Affairs Min-
ister Ghulam Nabi Azad, leaders
of the UPA constituents, repre-
sentatives of the Left parties, the
Samajwadi Party and the Bahu-
jan Samaj Party were present.

There was a shift in the Left
parties stand on the issue. They
had earlier stated their prefer-
ence for the “original 1996 Bill”
proposing reservation of one-
third of the current strength of
all seats in legislatures for wom-
en without any sub-quotas with-
in this reservation. After the
Monday meeting, Gurudas Das-
gupta of the CPI said that while
they favoured the original Bill
“the Left will not stand in the
way of consensus.”

The new MP of the Communi-
st Party of India (Marxist), Brin-
da Karat, told reporters, “the
large majority of parties want
33.3 per cent reservation for
women and early legislation on
this.”

Apparently a different tune
was heard from the Samajwadi
Party and the Rashtriya Janata
Dal, with the former asserting
that it would oppose the Bill in
Parliament. SP chief Mulayam
Singh Yadav made three points:
one, he favoured making it man-
datory for parties to give 10 per
cent of ticket to women; two, if
inadequacy of representation
was the issue why not reserva-

tion for Muslim women (there
are only two in the present Lok
Sabha); and three, if 33.3 per
cent reservation was given to
women and 22.5 per cent already
existed for Scheduled Castes and
Tribes, more than 55 per cent of
seats in Parliament would be re-
served which would not be fair
or just for other sections of the
population.

RJD president Lalu Prasad
said his party would not oppose
“10 to 15 per cent reservation for
women” under the old proposed
Bill or the new proposal to in-
crease the number of Lok Sabha
seats to 900 and state Assem-
blies by 3000. “We are commit-
ted to social justice” and “it must
be seen which sections of the
population do not have adequate
representation.”

His view was that while the
RJD was “not opposed” to wom-
en’s reservation, the case of da-
lits, backward classes, Muslims
and other religious minorities
should not be overlooked.

The RJD, he said, supported
either “10to 15 per cent women’s
reservation” or quotas within
the women’s quota if it is to be a
33.3 per cent reservation. “The
rest will depend on the common
view that emerges (Baaki pan-
chon ki ra).”

Early legislation sought

Bahujan Samaj Party leader
Mayawati and Lok Jan Shakti
Party president Ram Vilas Pas-
wan supported the Bill. Both
wanted early legislation .

Congress leader Ambika Soni
said: “The meeting was part of
the ongoing exercise to evolve
consensus on the Bill and this
exercise will continue. There
was a free and frank discussion
and the feeling was that almost
all present were committed to
some form or another of reserva-
tion for women.”

Party spokesperson Anand
Sharma said later: “All leaders at
the meeting favoured women’s
reservation in principle.”

Chairperso

Prime Minister

PERSISTING DIFFERENCES: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, UPA chairperson Sonia
Gandhi and Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Mulayam Singh Yadav at the all-party
meeting on the Women’s Bill in New Delhi on Monday. - PHOTO: V. SUDERSHAN



Now, Bill to deter
domestic violence

PRESS Trust of India
New Delhi, August 22

A LANDMARK Bill that seeks to deter
domestic violence in all forms against
women by providing for punishment
upto one year in jail for culprits was in-
troduced in the Lok Sabha on Monday.

The Protection of Women from Do-
mestic Violence Bill, 2005, introduced by
minister of state for HRD Kanti Singh,
defines the expression “domestic vio-
lence” to include actual abuse or threat
of abuse — physical, sexual, verbal,
emotional or economic violence.

Harassment by way of unlawful
dowry demands to the woman or her rel-
atives would also be covered under this
definition, according to the statement of
objects and reasons of the Bill.

The measure empowers a magistrate to
pass protection orders in favour of the ag-
grieved person to prevent the respondent
from aiding or committing an act of do-
mestic violence or any other specified act.

Breach of protection order by the re-
spondent shall be an offence and shall be
punishable with imprisonment, which
may extend to one year or fine which
may extend to Rs 20,000 or with both.

The magistrate can prevent the re-
spondent from entering a workplace or
any other place frequented by the ag-
grieved person, attempting to communi-
cate with her, isolating any assets used
by both the parties and causing violence
to the aggrieved person, her relatives or
others who provide her assistance from
domestic violence.

Observing that domestic violence was
a human rights issue, the statement said
that the phenomenon was widely preva-
lent but had remained largely invisible
in public domain.

It said that need for the legislation
arose as the civil law does not address
this phenomenon in its entirety.

At present, where a woman is subject-
ed to cruelty by her husband or his rela-
tives, it is an offence under section 498A
of the Indian Penal Code (cruelty by

a K,
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Tricolour issue

A BILL to allow people to wear the Na-
tional Flag on items of clothing, was in-
troduced in the Lok Sabha on Monday.
Manikrao Gavit, minister of state for
home, introduced the Prevention of In-
sults to National Honour (Amendment)
Bill, 2005, to enable people to use the Na-
tional Flag as their costumes, uniforms
or as an accessories, in a respectable
manner. The statement on objects and
reasons for the measure states that the
Bill was formulated to meet demands
from people, particularly sportspersons,
to declare their affection for the Nation-
al Flag by wearing it on their clothes.
HTC, New Delhi

husband or relative).

The Bill covers women who are or have
been in a relationship with the abuser
where both parties have lived together in
a household and are related by consan-
guinity, marriage or through a relation-
ship in the nature of marriage or adop-
tion. In addition, relationships with fam-
ily members living together as a joint
family are also included. Even those
women who are sisters, widows, moth-
ers, single women or living with the
abuser are entitled to legal proection un-
der the proposed legislation.

It provides for the rights of women to
secure housing. It also provides for the
right of a woman to reside in her matri-
monial home or shared household,
whether or not she has any title or rights
in such home or household.

This right is secured by a residence
order, which is passed by the Magistrate.

The Bill also provides for appoint-
ment of Protection Officers and regis-
tration of non-governmental organisa-
tions as service providers for giving as-
sistance to the aggrieved person with re-
spect to her medical examination and
obtaining of legal aid and safe shelter.



‘House ditch;s
women, again

MPs faul to reach consensus
on reservation Bill in LS. - ¢ '

PRESS Trust of india ~
New Delhi, August22 (i Al
WITH THE RJD and SP and BSP pitch-
ing for quota for SC, ST and OBC
women, consensus continued to elude
the Women’s Reservation Bill which is
unlikely to see the light of the day dur-
ing the current session of Parliament.

A two-and-a-half hour meeting of
UPA constituents and supporting par-
ties, chaired by Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh, failed to reach a consensus
on the Bill, which seeks to earmark 33
per cent seats in the Lok Sabha and state
Assemblies for women.

The meeting was attended by leaders
of Left parties, RJD, LJP, SP, BSP. DMK
and TRS. Sonia Gandhi and parliamen-
tary affairs minister Ghulam Nabi Azad
were also present.

Talking to reporters after the meet-
ing, railway minister Lalu Prasad said if
the Bill in its original form was intro-
duced, then a separate quota should be
earmarked for Muslims, SC, ST and
OBC women. Otherwise, he favoured
only ten per cent, or maximum 15 per
cent, quota for women irrespective of
the category to which they belonged.

Observing that RJD was committed to
social justice, Lalu said whether it was
old or new Bill, his party was not against
the women'’s reservation legislation.

SP leader Mulayam Singh Yadav op-
posed rotation of seats saying it would
“hamper” development work as mem-
bers may not take interest in their con-
stituencies.

On the provision for 33 per cent reser-
vation, he said it was against democrat-
ic norms and cited instances of coun-
tries like the US and the UK where there
was no reservation. He said since seats
are already reserved for SC and ST, ear-
marking additional 33 per cent for
women would affect the other sections
of the society. To a question, he said SP
would oppose the Bill if the government
went ahead with the measure.

Echoing similar views, BSP chief
Mayawati said her party was not against
reservation for women but demanded
quota for SC, ST and OBC women.

LJP leader Ram Vilas Paswan said he
was in favour of women’s reservation
and felt that if a sub-quota could be in-
troduced for OBC, ST and SC women it
would be welcome. “But, the Bill should
not be stopped.”

CPI(M) leader Brinda Karat said ex-
cept RID and SP all other parties sup-
ported the original legislation.

“We have left it to the government as
to which form it wants to bring in the
Bill,” she said adding that her party
wanted the Bill to be passed without any
further delay.

CPI leader Gurudas Dasgupta said his
party supported the first Bill and at the
same time made it clear that it would

‘/0/ f//\7

not stand in the way of passing the séc-
ond Bill, which seeks to raise the num-
ber of seats to accommodate women, if
there was consensus on it.

Congress leader Ambika Soni said to-
day’s meeting was part of the ongoing
exercise to evolve a consensus. Asked
whether the Bill would be introduced in
the current session, she said there was
no decision on it.

9RS MPs
take oath

NINE NEW members of the Rajya Sab-
ha, including Sitaram Yechury and
Brinda Karat of CPI(M), took oath on
Monday amidst warm welcome in the
House. Other members were Suryakant
Krupashanker Acharya and Surendra
Motilala Patel of BJP, Ahmed Patel of
Congress, Chittabrata Majumdar of
CPI(M), Abani Roy of RSP, Arjun Ku-
mar Sengupta (Independent) and Swa-
pan Sadhan Bose of Trinamool Con-
gress.

They were administered the oath in
the presence of Rajya Sabha chairman
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat. Yechury,
Karat, Ahmed Patel and Sengupta took
the oath in English, Majumdar and Roy
in Bengali while Acharya and Surendra
Patel took the oath in Gujarati.

HTC, New Delhi

Sitaram Yechuri

Brinda Karat
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Small Step For Gender Justice ¢\

AMOUNTAIN of gender jus\1 idbeing mined out of
amolehill of a Bill that the Rajya Sabha passed this
Tuesday, supposedly to give women rights of inheritance
equal to those of men. All advocates of gender justice
will do well to realise that what the present amendment
to the Hindu Succession Act 1956 will achieve is only a
marginal improvement on the existing state of affairs.
Even after the new piece of legislation comes into effect,
the law will remain helpless if women are, as they tradi-
tionally have been, discriminated against when it comes
to inheriting property. This is because of the limited am-
bit of the Amendment Bill. It replaces Section 6 of the
1956 Act, deletes Section 23 and inserts a ‘her’ in a
phrase in Section 30. The entire law relates to coparce-
nary property alone. The replacement effected for Sec-
tion 6 does give women equal rights in inheriting co-
parcenary property. However, the bulk of property and
wealth at least in urban areas, where the bulk of income
generated in a modern economy accumulates, falls out-
side joint family property addressed by the law. The
amendment does well to also delete Section 23, under
which a female heir could not demand partition of a
common dwelling but had to wait for a male heir to ask
for partition. The semantic amendment of Section 30 too
is in order but offers no radical succour,

The government, social scientists and gender justice
groups should consider alternative remedies to custom-
ary prejudice against women in our society. This news-
paper has championed lower rates of income-tax for
women as a means of encouraging more equitable prop-
erty ownership between men and women. We hope that
others would come up with alternative solutions that
can induce property owners to overcome traditional
male bias in distribution of property. The government
has done well to follow through on a recommendation
of the Law Commission to amend the Hindu Succession
Act. But to flaunt this as a major move for genfé equity
would be inappropriate.

ﬁgiant leap in propaganda 0
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. OUT OF COURT,

t may be somewhat reass when the stone
I dropped into a pond has ripples spreading
Z wider than before. At most, that is what can be
- said of the public interest litigation filed in the
~ Supreme Court against the presence, in a demo-
/ cratic country, of a parallel judiciary based on
+ faith. The PIL appears to have originated in the de-
© bate over the fate of Ms Imrana Bibi, who was al-
legedly raped by her father-in-law. The local pan-
chayat ruled that she should then treat her hus-
. band as “her son” and not live with him, a sen-
tence that was upheld by the powerful Darul
Uloom Deoband. Incidents of this kind are not
. new; what is heartening is that the young woman
. came forward to complain. But her distress re-
‘mained stuck in the groove of religious law and
. debate, and she ended up pleading to be left alone.
Two similar incidents were reported immediately
afterwards, suggesting that the number and fre-
quency of this particular kind of domestic humil-
iation are actually completely unknown. The PIL
represents a glimmer of hope. Perhaps the time is
coming when the issue can be debated sanely,
without frothing in the mouth over whose reli-
gion is best.

All religions put women at a disadvantage, si-
lence their voices and appropriate their rights. So-
ciety’s urge to keep women powerless is merely
given a respectable veneer by hostile interpreta-
tions of religious texts when they exist, and of
sacrosanct traditional practices and superstitions
when they do not. It might be worth counting the
number of times the Supreme Court and other
courts have pointed out in the last few years what
women can inherit, and how, and also that women
can dispose of property as they wish. How much
difference has that made? The question the PIL
has raised is about the legitimacy of a parallel ju-
dicial system based on faith. The greatest damage
is done when a criminal act is made to look like a
“family matter”. While the question demands im-
mediate attention — the court has issued notices
to the Centre, states and Muslim bodies — it is also
necessary to think beyond the religious aspect. In
a “secular” set-up, for example, in the villages of
West Bengal, panchayats and headmen almost in-
variably punish the women who have been mo-
lested or raped. The men might get away by mar-
rying them, or apologizing, or paying a fine. Ulti-
mately, it is this barefaced cruelty that has to be
tackled, in whatever guise it is presented.
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New dark age for-./

Iraqi women

w,\“zqqg

In a country where the most basic human rights
are routinely abused, the issue of women’s
rights is low on the agenda, except for

those who would proscribe them.

Peter Beaumont

EARLIER THIS year I was in Iraq’s
second city, Basra, lunching with a
group of Iraqi women professionals. It
was the time of the elections, and the
conversation turned to women’s rights.
Since the fall of Saddam Hussein, the
women complained, their freedoms had
gradually been eroded, not by official
diktat but by groups of Shia radicals who
had invaded hospitals, universities and
schools, insisting that women wore
headscarves and behaved as men saw fit.

It was a story I heard again and again
across the once cosmopolitan city from
middle-class professional women who
told me they intended to vote for the
secular list headed by interim Prime
Minister Iyad Allawi for fear of what
would happen if the “religious” Shia list
swept to a majority.

It was not to be. Mr. Allawi and the
largely secular views he represented
have lost out to a new sense of religiosity
and resurgence of tribal authority that is
on the march across Iraq south of
Kurdistan.

Now women from Basra to Kirkuk are
facing a renewed assault on their free-
doms as Iraq’s politicians squabble over
a new Constitution that will at best
fudge women’s rights, and at worst huge-
ly undermine them, despite the guaran-
tee of a quota for representation by
women in Irag’s new Parliament.

The principal of equality that existed
in what was once one of the Middle
East’s most secular countries, and guar-

anteed women’s rights even in the midst
of Saddam Hussein’s atrocities, is now
under threat in the negotiation of the
very Constitution that many hoped
would guarantee equality. Ironically, it
is with the tacit agreement of millions of
largely poorly educated Iraqi women.

The major Shia religious parties want
to replace the secular civil law that now
governs marriage, divorce, child custo-
dy, and inheritance with Sharia law. A
draft of the constitution published earli-
er this month in the newspaper run by
the Supreme Council for Islamic Revo-
lution in Iraq frames sexual equality spe-
cifically in terms of “the provisions of
Islamic Sharia” rather than Iraq’s civil
legal code. Even if, as has been suggest-
ed, the new constitution results in a par-
allel system where women can choose
Sharia or the civil code, women’s rights
activists fear they may be forced by male
relatives to choose a system that is not in
their interests.

In a country where the most basic
human rights — to life, freedom from
intimidation, freedom from torture, a
fair judicial process, and freedom of con-
fession — are routinely abused, the issue
of women’s rights is low on the agenda,
except for those who would proscribe
them.

Whatever happens over the next few
days with the finalisation of a draft Con-
stitution, any nods it makes towards
equality are likely to be vague, and are
unlikely to improve the lot of most Iraqi
women. — ©Guardian Newspapers
Limited 2005
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Efforts on for
CONSensus on
Women's Bill

Centre moots more seats

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: As part of the ong(;\ng
consensus building exercise on
political reservation for women,
the Government has proposed a
substantial increase in the num-
ber of Lok Sabha seats and a
“consequent increase” in the
strength of state Assembly seats
while simultaneously reserving
one-third of the total legislature
seats for women.

Three Ministers — Home
Minister Shivraj Patil, Defence
Minister Pranab Mukherjee and
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Ghulam Nabi Azad ~ held sep-
arate meetings with leaders of
the Communist Party of India
(Marxist), the Communist Party
of India, the Bharatiya Janata
Party, the Telugu Desam and
some others here on Friday
morning to elicit their views on
the proposal.

Mr. Azad himself was tight-
lipped saying that the meetings
were “inconclusive” and this was
an exercise that would cover all
political parties. He was unwill-
ing to give details of the Govern-
ment proposal. However, the
BJP deputy leader in the Rajya
Sabha, Sushma Swaraj, said the
Government had proposed in-
creasing the Lok Sabha strength
to 900 and the total seats in state
Assemblies from around 6,000
at present to 9,000.

While the BJP was willing to
give its support to “any propos-
al” on which political consensus
could be built to take forward
the goal of increased representa-

3 ! \ﬁﬂ"‘*
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© Proposal to increase
seats in Lok Sabha to
900 and those of the
Assemblies to 9,000

® Left parties for bringing
back original Bill

¢ BJP ready to support any |
consensus proposal

tion for women, Ms. Swaraj said
both the CPI (M) and the CPI
favoured the Government bring-
ing to the House without delay
the 1996 women’s reservation
Bill drafted during the United
Front regime.

“Bring the Bill in its original |
form... let members give their |
suggestions on the floor of the
House,” CPI (M) parliamentary
party leader Basudev Acharia
told reporters later. On the Gov-
ernment’s proposal to increase
Lok Sabha seats, he said it would
complicate and delay the entire
process since a fresh delimita-
tion exercise would be needed.

Members of the CPI — Guru-
das Dasgupta, D. Raja and Sud-
hakar Reddy — who met the
three Ministers held a similar
view. “We support the 1996 Bill,”
Mr. Dasgupta and Mr. Raja said
after the meeting, However, they
added “our eyes are not closed”
and “we would be willing to look
at the Government proposal
with an open mind” with the goal
of a “guaranteed” one-third res-
ervation of all seats for women.



Govt 13170)“3 on
women'’s Bill

suffers setback

BJP, CPM Demand Initial Legislation

Our Political Bureau C
NEW DELHI 5 AUGUST ~
HE BJP on Friday put the
ball on the long-pending
Women's Reservation Bill
in the government’s court, as-
serting that it was amenable
to any formula, barring the
“quota-within-quota” proposal
favoured by the two Yadav chief-
tains, Mulayam Singh and Lalu
Prasad, to break the deadlock.
The UPA government's at-
tempt to forge a consensus
around its proposal to enhance
the strength of the Lok Sabha
and the state assemblies by 33%

of their existing seats to accom-
modate the political aspirations
of women received a setback,
with the CPM making it dear
thatit wanted the Centre to push
the bill in its original form.

With the RID, a crucial com-
ponent of the UPA, and the
Samajwadi Party, which lends
outside support to the govern-
ment, remaining firm on their
“quota-within-quota” formula-
tion, it is more or less certain the
women-empowerment bill will
remain on the back-burner.

The original piece of legisla-
tion, which incorporates the rec-
ommendations of the standing
committee chaired by late Geeta
Mukherjee, makes out a case for
reserving 33% of the existing
seats in the Lok Sabha and the
state assemblies for women.

For the RJD and the Sama-
jwadi Party, such a proposal is
an absolute no-no. While the
BJP and the CPM would prefer
the provisions of the original
bill, but have made it clear that
they would not like to come in
the way of the Centre if it man-
ages to evolve a consensus on
any other formula.

Caught between the rigid pos-

ture adopted by the two Yadav
satraps onone hand and the CPM
on the other, the Manmohan
Singh government would find it
extremely difficult to make a for-
ward movement on the bill. As
part of its efforts to locate a meet-
ing-ground among the various
political parties, the Centre on Fri-
daykicked-offitsplansby holding
confabulations with the leaders of
the principal opposition party, the
BJP and the Left separately.

Accompanied by his cabinet
colleagues Pranab Mukherjee
and Ghulam Nabi Azad, home
minister Shivraj Patil first meta
high-level BJP team led by LK
Advani. They later held sepa-
rate meetings with the leaders
of the CPM and the CPL.

The BJP delegation, which
also comprised of Vijay Kumar
Malhotra, Sushma Swaraj and
Pramod Mahajan, told the gov-
emment managers that they
were all for the bill, regardless of
its final shape.

“Barring the quota-within-
quota proposal, which, in any
case, is unconstitutional, we're
ready to support any govern-
ment-sponsored effort to break
the deadlock,” BJP spokesper-
son Sushma Swaraj told
newspersons. “The matter has
been pending for the last nine
years, with formula after being
bandied about to break the im-
passe. This has made the situa-
tion complicated,” she added.

The BJP spokesperson
claimed her party’s view on the
quota-within-quota formula-
tion was endorsed by Union
home minister. “Given the gov-
ernment’s stance on the formu-
lation, we literally presented
Mr Patil with a blank-cheque,”
Ms Swaraj said.

For a change, both the BJP
and the CPM felt the govern-
ment proposal of increasing the
strengths of the Lok Sabha and
the state assemblies to provide
33% reservation for women
would only end up delaying the
implementation of the bill.

“We are not against the gov-
ernment proposal. Our only
fear is that it'll prolong the mat-
ter. We told the govermment
managers thatit may not be im-
plemented during our Lifetime, ”
Ms Swaraj said.

Tobegin with, the delimitation
commission will have tobe asked
to stop its work and, instead, get
crackingin the task of carving out
300 new Lok Sabha seats and
3,000 new assembly seats. Then
itwill have serve seats for SC/STs.
The existing assembly spaces will
have to be enbanced to accom-
modate the new members. “All
this will require a lot of time,”
Ms Swaraj added.
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~~ Atrocities on women

KOLKATA, Aug. 4. — Painting a not-
so-worrying law and order picture
chief minister Mr Buddhadeb Bhatta-
charjee, however, admitted in the
West Bengal Assembly today that
atrocities on women are on the rise.
Replying. to a Trinamul Congress-
sponsored adjournment motion on
what the party described as “worsen-
ing-law and order, election victories
through rlggmg, perpetration of vio-
lence agamst women and rapid spread
of terrorist activities”, the chief min-
ister said he dgreed to the fact that
atrocities on women are increasing
and have now become a matter of
“great concern” for the government.
“I have talked to our social welfare
minister and ‘women’s commission
and I would like to appeal to the Op-
position to cooperate with me in ar-
resting this unfortunate meénace.

have asked three universities to con- .

+ duct a detailed study of the causes

that are leading to atrocities on wom-

* en and they are going to submit to me
a report soon. A convention on the is-
sue is going to be organised on 31 Au-
gust and I will be able to gauge the
reasons for such violence”, Mr Bhat-
tacharjee remarked.

Moving the adjournment motion
Mr Pankaj Banerjee, leader of the
Opposition, said th#t even female stu-
dents ‘of Presidency College and

‘menace, Mr

rising, admlts Buddha

Ashutosh College a &emg molested
which speaks a lot about the city po-
lice’s incompetence to combat the

"menace. The chief minister, however
- said that. poverty, forced dowry, child

marriages and lack of education are
the prime reasons for such atrocities.
With regard to other aspects like
rigging, Mr Saugaia Roy. senior Tri-
namul MLA, said that Mr Afzal Ama-
nullal’s “explosive report” is telltale -
evidence of how the CPI-M is bent on
eliminating the Opposition through
covert and overt forms of violence
during elections. “We apprehend the
same in the 2006 Assembly polls™, Mr
Roy remarked. Mr Dipak Ghosh, Tri-
namul MLA, went hammer and tongs
at the ruling party, saying that 28

years of Left rule have led to starva-

tion deaths in Amlasole and Jalangi.
Denying these allegations, the chiet

“minister said that law and order

would never break down in Bengal
and that cases of abduction were not
increasing, either in the city or other

‘areas of the state.

‘With regard to the retent Maoist
Bhattacharjee said he
did not believe that Maoist attacks in
Bandowan. Barikul and Midnapore
were related to.development of the-
respective regions. “There isn’t a sin-
gle village in Bengal which doesn’t
have drinking water”, the chief minis-
ter claimed. The adjournment motion
was put to vote and it got defeated by
86 votes.
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Delhi's tony colonies
have worst sex ratio

\O

AUA

By Abantika Ghosh/TNN C\\

New Delhi: “Pay Rs 500
and save Rs 5,00,000 later”
is how mushrooming un-
dercover sex-detection clin-
ics in the city advertise
themselves. And it seems
many are falling for the
criminal lure.

If Census 2001 figures
are anything to go by, this
kind of misplaced “econo-
my” attracts Delhi’s glit-
terati more than dwellers
of its teeming slums. A
comparative = analysis of
the sex ratio among 0-6-
year-olds in “upmarket” ar-
eas of the city reveal that
most urban localities in
these areas have far less'tol-
erance for the girl child
than their rural counter-
parts.

Minimum

What's

82.59%

No Delhi district meets this -

Delhi dists have 82% literacy —— above national avg of 65.38%

Hew Delhl

OWAL DISCRIMINATION

accepted WHO figure is 950 girls per 1000 bogs.

\

Punjabi Bagh§

Education Got To Do With It

North 79.88%

- NorthEast 77.85%
East 85.10%
Central 79.52%

south 82.57%

Defence Colony, for in-
stance, is a good example. Rural De-
fence Colony notches a fairly im-
pressive sex ratio of 987 females per
1,000 males, while the urban area
has a dismal 883 females per 1,000
males.

West Dehi’s affuent enclave, Patel
Nagar, is similar — its urban areas
have a sex ratio of 866 girls to 1,000
boys as against the rural figure of
937. South Delhi’s hot address, Vas-
ant Vihar, is no better: its urban ar-
eas have a 856:1,000 ratio while its ru-
ral areas are better at 887:1,000.

In absolute terms, urban East Del-
hi’s Preet Vihar has the worst sex ra-
tio — it is 780 girls to 1,000 boys. Next
is urban Punjabi Bagh that has a ra-
tio of 840 girls to 1,000 boys.

As a matter of fact, none of the
city’s administrative districts come
close to the WHO prescribed mini-
mum acceptable sex ratio of 950
girls per 1,000 boys. This, despite the
fact that all nine districts of Delhi
have a literacy rate of 82% — way
above the national average of
65.38%. Overall, at 868 females per
1,000 males, the Capital, in fact, has
the dubious distinction of ranking
third among the states with low sex
ratio. Punjab tops this dubious list,
followed by Haryana.

The urban-rural gap probably
owes itself to sheer costs. An ultra-
sound (earlier methods of foetal sex

Qa0 TR

i,

selection like amniocentesis and
chorionic villi biopsy have m
way for this more accurate technolo-
gy) can cost anywhere between Rs
1,500 to Rs 2,500. If it is followed up
by actual foeticide, the cost goes up
to Rs 5,000.

Says A R Nanda, executive direc-
tor of Population Foundation of In-
dia, “With some 116 blacklisted clin-
ics in Delhi, it is the upper middle
class that can indulge in this new
form of consumerism.”

Nanda, who during his tenure as
the Union health secretary was in-
strumental for the formulation of
the Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal
Diagnostic Techniques (Prohibition
of Sex Selection) Act, 1994, adds that
the phenomenon has, somewhat
ironically, also been a side-effect of
the higher success rate of the family
planning programme among the
middle and upper middle classes.

“The constituents of the ‘lower’
rungs of society can afford to have
five-six kids. But that’s just not fash-
ionable among the upper strata. Yet,
they are desperate for a male heir,
hence female foeticide,” Nanda
explains. Agrees Poornima Advani,
former chairperson of the National
Commission for Women, “Use of
modern technology by the moneyed
is endemic not just in Delhi, but
throughout the country.
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~j*]roah'ng women’s rightgﬁ) o

Irag’s draft constitution is about to go before th
national assembly for approval. It seems likely to
mean a massive erosion of women’s rights.

&7 A\
WY A9
IF THE women of Iraq ever needed

support from the international com-
munity, the United Nations, and, in par-
ticular, the British Government, it is
now. With only two weeks until the
country’s draft constitution is due to be
ready (the deadline is August 15) who
else can help Iraqi women to prevent the
total erosion of their human rights —
rights they have enjoyed, in a secular
state, since 19597

Tony Blair, who continues to justify
the invasion of the country as the only
means of toppling a brutal dictatorship
and helping establish democracy, now
has an obligation to use all his powers to
avert a new dictatorship in Iraq — that of
the mullahs over women.

Apart from considerations of human-
ity and human rights, Iraq’s future will
depend greatly on its women, many of
whom, in the hitherto secular state, are
well-educated professionals and a key
resource in the reconstruction of the
economy as well as the social fabric of
communities. The Security Council Res-
olution 1325 requires that women are
treated equally and are enabled to par-
ticipate fully and proportionately in de-
cision-making. Only then can there be
hope for the establishment of good gov-
ernance, democracy and justice.

In March 2004, Iraq adopted an inter-
im constitution called the TAL (transi-
tional administrative law). It was then
that Iragi women won their battle to
stop the passing of the proposed rule
137, which, if promulgated, would have
destroyed all hopes for women'’s equal-
ity, dignity and justice in the country, in
effect allowing the total subordination
of women to men within their families,
in the community and in political life.
This particular interpretation of the Qu-
ran would legalise polygamy; divorce by
talag; honour killings; stoning and pub-
lic beheadings of women for alleged
adultery. But now rule 137’s provisions
are back in the new draft constitution.

Despite the appalling security situa-
tion in Iraq (two Sunni members of the
committee who are drafting the consti-
tution were gunned down last week),
thousands of brave Iraqi women, from
different governorates, risked their lives
on July 26 when they congregated in
Baghdad’s Al-Firdaws Square to protest
against their exclusion in the draft con-
stitution.,

Margaret Owen

7 9 L 2108

The drafts released last weekend are a
cause for deepest concern. Written by a
committee of 46 men and nine women,
they expressly state that the main source
of legislation in the new Iraqi constitu-
tion is to be Sharia law, which will take
precedence over international law. Sha-
ria law decrees that “personal status”
(that is, family law relating to marriage,
divorce, custody, widowhood and inher-
itance) is to be determined according to
the different religious sects.

These developments have caused
deep dismay among women’s organisa-
tions across Iraq, whether Kurds, Sunnis
or Shias. Iraqi women have campaigned
and lobbied hard over the past few
months, often risking great personal
danger — several politically active wom-
en have been assassinated, abducted,
raped or threatened — for the new con-
stitution to guarantee women’s rights
and abide by international treaties.

If Iraq is truly to become a democratic
state, complying with international hu-
man rights treaties and conventions,
then its constitution, while upholding
the Sharia law, must ensure that its in-
terpretation does not breach its interna-
tional obligations. It is unprecedented to
rush the writing of a document as impor-
tant as a constitution, because once
written, it will determine the future of
the country and the lives of its people.
Civil society, both male and female,
must be consulted. But the present state
of near-civil war is not the best time to
take soundings, or educate and inform
the population on the meaning of a con-
stitution, and its importance for their
future — another reason surely for a
postponement.

Every day in Iraq, women are beaten,
raped, abducted and murdered in “hon-
our killings.” Millions more live in pov-
erty and fear. The new constitution must
uphold their rights, for we know that it is
only when women have equality with
men that there can be true democracy,
justice and peace. Iraqi women are im-
ploring the international community to
act to protect the lives of 13 million
women. Tony Blair and British Foreign
Secretary Jack Straw must not remain
silent. — ©Guardian Newspapers
Limited 2005

(Margaret Owen is the head of Wid-
ows for Peace through Democracy and
a member of the U.K. Bar Human
Rights Committee.)
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Women's bill:

Left, BJP 'no’
to UPA move

To add more seats to meet 33 p.c.

reservation for womeil/

A
Special Correspondent Y(O

NEW DELHE: The United Progres-
sive Alliance (UPA) came under
criticism here on Monday over
the Women’s Reservation Bill
with the Left parties and the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
rejecting the new proposal of
adding more seats to create 33
per cent seats for women in
Parliament and State Assem-
blies. The women’s groups also
joined the chorus against the
Centre.

The Left and the BJP were on
the same side of the fence at a
dialogue of “Women MPs on
Women’s Reservation Bill and
the Domestic Violence Bill” or-
ganised by the National Com-
mission for Women (NCW)
that sought 33 per cent reserva-
tion for women in the current
session of Parliament.

However, the dozen-odd

+ Members of Parliament who at-

tended the interaction and the
even lesser number who spoke
stuck to their respective party’s
stand on the issue.

Initiating the dialogue Sumi-
tra Mahajan (BJP) referred to
the new draft of the bill pre-
pared by the Union Home Min-
ister, Shivraj Patil, that suggests
raising the number of seats to
800 plus in Parliament to give
reservation to women.

The letters have been sent to
the leaders of various political
parties and if the Government
is to be believed 20 of the 21
political parties have reported-
ly agreed to the proposal. “The
seats will have to be increased
through a proper delimitation
process which would not be
possible by the next general

¢ Women's groups too join
chorus ;

2 BJP for the original bili
drafted by the previous
Government ,

@ We are not interested in

- any debate on the issue:

 Brinda Karat

R

elections,” she said. Advocating
for the original bill drafted by
the previous Government, Ms.
Mahajan said they could not
discuss the draft since the par-
ticipants of the dialogue had not
seen the new bill and the old
one was not valid. Unless the
present Government accepts
the old bill, there is no point in
any discussio.

Diversionary tactic

Backing Ms. Mahajan, the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) Polit Bureau member
Brinda Karat said the new pro-
posal was a diversionary tactic
on the part of the UPA Govern-
ment that had not held even one
discussion on the issue in the
past one year.

“As it is the ongoing delim-
itation process is dogged by
controversies and we cannot af-
ford to shift ground now,” she
said while asking the UPA alli-
ance partners to support the
original bill and ensure its pas-
sage in the House.

“We are not interested in any
debate on the issue,” Ms. Karat
said while suggesting that polit-
ical parties could raise objec-
tions in Parliament when the
bill came up for discussion.
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/ﬁelpi wom
gangtaped in
“moving car N

New Delhi: A 23-y 1d
housewife was abducted by
four men in north-west Delhi
on Wednesday and repeated-
ly gangraped in a moving
car, just two months after a
similar incident, not far
from this spot, shook the na-
tion.

The woman, a resident of
Mayapuri slum cluster, had
gone to an open field at about
4.30 am this morning to an-
swer nature’s call when she
was forced into a white
Maruti car Two other
women, who were also with
her, tried to pull her free
from the clutches of the men
but were beaten up.

About two hours later, the
woman was dumped off near
Saraswati Vihar in north-
west Delhi, almost 15 kilome-
tres away from the place she
was abducted, police sources
said.

She had been repeatedly
gangraped and was in such a
state of shock that she could
not even say her name to per-
sonnel of a Police Control
Room (PCR) van which
found her. She finally wrote
her name and address on a
piece of paper, the sources
said. The woman was then
taken to a hospital where
medical examination con-
firmed rape.

Delhi Police, facing flak
for its tardy investigations
into the gangrape of a 22-
year-old Delhi University
student in May was
tightlipped about the latest
incident. “We have regis-

" tered a case and investiga-
tions are on,” was all Deputy
Commissioner of Police R §
Yadav said. rn

, " 008 THe g
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«\gf\?;l’oothless Bill \\4(

Legislation on sexual harassment
at work introduced

HE philosophy behind the draft sexual harassment Bill

is laudable. Women must have protection from
unwelcome attention at the workplace which could under-
mine their career prospects. Trouble is, this is another
of those so-called gender-friendly legislations which is
unlikely to work. The Bill, which does not cover women of
Jammu and Kashmir, applies to all forms of work, from
agricultural labour to the IT sector. The devil is in the
detail. Any establishment with 50 or more employees is :
supposed to set up an internal complaints committee of
three members of whom at least two must be women. In
addition, there has to be an external experts committee to
look into complaints of which half the members have to be
women. As we know, in most establishments, women are
fairly low in the pecking order. It will be very difficult for
such a committee to take on powerful male bosses in the
event of a complaint of harassment coming before it.

Then there is the problem of the definition of workplace.
For a woman vegetable vendor or a daily wage agricultural
worker, the workplace changes all the time. In the case of
harassment at educational institutions, what happens if one
student harasses another? The Bill says nothing about any of
these issues. A glaring anomaly in the Bill is that it overlooks
the right of the accused. There are instances where people
have brought false or frivolous charges against colleagues or
superiors with mala fide intentions. The Bill also says
nothing about any preventive steps. Once an employer
makes it known that there will be zero-tolerance for any
inappropriate conduct in the workplace, there will be a
marked change in mindset. A more gender-sensitive legal
system will automatically encourage women to come
forward with their grievances. The Bill, as it stands, will only
generate needless bureaucracy and will do little to improve
women’s lot. National Commission for Women chairperson
Girija Vyas’s wry remark sums up just how unworkable
the Bill is. She urged women to rely on self-defence and
self-protection to ward off unwanted attention.

THE TIMES O INDIA



/ Father-in-law as
S raplst again s

Statesman News Service

GUWAHATIL July 8. — If
Imrana belonged to Uttar
Pradesh, Jyotsnara Begum
is Assam’'s. But the 19-
year-old, newly-married
girl’s story is reminiscent of
Imrana’s, thematically
uniting India in wretched
depravity.

Jyotsnara was raped by
her 50-plus father-in-law,
Mainuddin Bhuyan, last
month while her husband
and mother-in-law were
away from their residence
in  Kachakati village,
Dhing, in Nagaon district
of Central Assam.

The incident came to
light after a first informa-

tion report had been
lodged with the police by
her  father,  Mujibur

Rahman, a few days ago.
He was obliged to go to the
police after local Muslim
clerics, quoting shariat,
had annulled Jyotsnara’s

o8 JuL 2008

marriage,
husband, Imran Hussain

ordering her

Bhuyan. to divorce her
with compensation. She
was asked to live with her
father-in-law, who had vic-
timised his helpless daugh-
ter-in-law when his son and

wife were away in

Dimapur, Nagaland.
Jyotsnara told them

evervthing when they

returned home three days

THESTATES“AN

later but her mother-in-law
warned her against a public
disclosure, threatening her
with dire consequences.
Jyotsnara escaped to her
father’s residence in South
Zaramari, giving her hawk-
eyed mother-in-law the
slip. Shocked at what had
befallen his daughter, her
{ather initially approached
Muslin clerics, seeking jus-
tice. After scrutinising the
signed statements of some
people, including Jyots-
nara’s husband, acknowl-
edging the allegation to be
founded upon facts, the
clerics announced their
verdict, such as it was.

Nagaon’s  superinten-
dent of police, Mr KK
Sharma, has confirmed
that an FIR was subse-
quently lodged. A medical
examination of the rape
victim has been carried
out. And no queries about
Mainuddin, the culprit,
please: no one knows
where he is.
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Mai case rerun in Pak

N

%

MULTAN, July 6. — Seven men have
been arrested in eastern Pakistan for the
kidnap and gang-rape of a married
woman in retaliation for her cousin’s
affair with a daughter of one of the sus-
pects, police said today. :

The case is reminiscent of the gang
rape of 33-year-old Mukhtaran Mai, who
last week won a court appeal overturning
the acquittals of 13 of her rapists after
drawing international attention to her
plight by speaking out. Both cases involve
a woman targeted for punishment for the
actions of a male relative.

The latest attack occurred last week in
the town of Chaniot when one of the sus-
pects was angered over a relationship
between his 17-year-old daughter and the
victim’s 24-year-old cousin. He and his
accomplices kidnapped the 30-year-old vic-
tim and gang-raped her with six other sus-
pects, an officer, Mr Mahar Mumtaz, said.

The seven suspects were arrested on
Tuesday after police received a complaint
from her family, he said. “The woman has

07 AR L

| 724 ultras arrested

PESHAWAR, July 6. — Pakistani security
forces today detained 24 suspected militants
after a raid on an Afghan refugee camp near
the border with Afghanistan, officials said.

Two of the detainees were Pakistani tribesmen
and the rest were Afghans, Mr Abdul Qayyum,
the administration chief of the Bajaur tribal
area, said following the raid on the camp,
which houses an estimated 6,000 Afghanis.
“The operation was part of an ongoing counter
terrorism campaign,” Mr Qayyum said. — AFP

told us that she was kidnapped and raped
by seven men last week.”

Mumtaz said the lead suspect in the
gang rape told police that his daughter
was kidnapped and sexually assaulted by
the youth, but that an initial police inves-
tigation showed that the woman willingly
went with the young man to a nearby city
last month.

Police plan to question the daughter and
the young man to find out “the nature of
their relations”, he said, adding that offit
cers will “determine who is right and who is
wrong” and “send this to a court sedn”.

THE ST ATEEMAN




Cops refuse to lodge Rani’s
st father-in-law

FIR agal

VASISTHA Bhardwaj ~
Muzaffarnagar, July 4 AV \(\

THE MUZAFFARNAGAR police
allegedly refused to lodge Rani’s
FIR against her father-in-law on
the grounds that the case falls un-
der the jurisdiction of Bulandsh-
ahar police. Rani had reached the
police station on Monday with Re-
hana Adeeb, head of Astitva, a
women'’s organisation. She alleg-
es that her father-in-law had ra-
ped her two and a half years ago.

She made the allegations only
recently when National Wom-
en’s Commission president Giri-
ja Vyas was in Muzaffarnagar to
probe into the Imrana case.

Rani alleged that her father-
in-law, Ishtiaque, had raped her
in Bulandshahar about two and
half years ago when she was alo-
ne at home. When Rani told her
husband, Istikhar, and another
family member she was told to
keep the matter a secret.

Later, she was sent to her par-
ents’ house at Subhashnagar on

HIDI 157 a4

7 \
Anti-fatwa protest

FORMER UNION minister
Bandaru Dattatreya and 30
BJP women activists court-
ed arrest on Monday while
protesting the fatwa agai-
nst Imrama by the Darul-
Uloom, Deoband. They also
demanded changes in reli-
gious personal laws.

L PTI1, Hyderabad

the understanding that her hus-
band would join her there after
getting legally separated from
his father. Instead, her husband
came back later to take Rani ba-
ck to the same house.

Rani and her husband also
met the Imam of a madrasa at
Khalapar where the Imam pro-
nounced a fatwa declaring Rani
impure for her husband. He
asked her not to reside with him.

Following the Imam’s directive,

\} Tl’: v!?:.

P

{7}

her husband left Rani. Rani is
now contesting a maintenance ca-
se in the ACJM court. When Rani
heard of the Imrana episode, she
met Girja Vyas, who directed the
police to look into the matter.

Woman beaten up

In another case, four people bru-
tally beat up one Aamna, wife of
Israel of Budhana area in Muzaf:
farnagar. She, reportedly, fractu-
red both legs. According to Reha-
na Adeeb, head of an NGO, Aam-
na, too, tried to lodge an FIR ag-
ainst her husband and those who
attacked her but the police refus-
ed to lodge it. Aamna has a tumo-
ur and alleges that her husband
was not treating her. When Aam-
na tried to sell her property to me-
et her medical expenses, her hus-
band allegedly gave her talaq. Aa-
mna, however, refused to accept
the divorce. Once the matter was
reported, her husband promised
her treatment. But on Saturday
night, she was brutally attacked.
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(+? JMRANA’S OBEDIENCE, ¢+

o obey, and then to disappear:
this is what Imrana Bibi seems
to want to do most at the mo-
ment. In all the public turmoil over
“pprsonal law” that has been set off by
. her father-in-law allegedly raping her
lapt month, Imrana’s personhood is
pyecisely the thing that has been most
apsent and the least heard. Her latest
blic statements, though cryptic,
have been addressed to the clerics and
to the media — she will obey whatever
the former deem, and wants to be left
alone by the latter. The submission of
her will to the interpreted will of the
sharia, and then a with-
drawal from publicity
would determine this

di Party in UP supported the fatwas,
the Congressmen distanced them-
selves (although the women pitched in
to “help”), and the Bharatiya Janata
Party has started clamouring for the
uniform civil code — as if brutal and
criminal gender injustice in personal
law is purely an Islamic evil. Nothing
can be more remote from the core of
Imrana’s personal suffering than this
partisan, opportunistic and commu-
nalized political furore. On the one
hand, a theological controversy, and
on the other, a political agenda — in
both, Imrana’s effacement is total, to-

gether with that of her

basic human rights, as

The elimination of  guaranteed by the Con-

28-year-old woman’s fu- HRE stitution and ideally
ture with her five chil- Imrana Bibi .S to be protected by the
dren, driven out of her personhood is judiciary.

home, with her mar- essential to the " By allowing the
riage possibly annulled. whole idea of a uniform
What emerges most the()logy as well as civil code to get identi-
starkly from the after- the politics of fied with the lowest
math of her rape in an personal law in India kind of communal poli-

Uttar Pradesh village is

tics, the affirmation of a

that the woman is the
one to get most brutally punished by
her commimity for what has been
done to her. Immediately after being
raped, Imrana was given the talaq by
her husband, and ordered out of the
village by the local gazi. This was fol-
lowed by fatwas and conflicting pro-
nouncements by the local panchayat,
different schools of Muslim theolo-
gians, and the Muslim personal law
board. Each had a different opinion
about the nature of her defilement, the
status of her marriage, and which of
the two men (the husband or the fa-
ther-in-law) she should be spending
the rest of her life with.

The personal, in such matters, is al-
ways already political. The Samajwa-

Conn

distinetly  “Muslim”
identity through a vengefully reac-
tionary interpretation of the sharia
becomes the way of asserting a differ-
ence threatened by majoritarian inter-
ests, In countries where this pressure
does not exist, people have begun to in-
terpret and live with the same set of
laws in a far more liberal and flexible
way. The gradual building up of trust
that is required for the formulation of
a uniform civil code becomes impossi-
ble in such a reactive, and reactionary;
climate. Also, will this “uniformity”
automatically guarantee sexual jus-
tice and equality for women? The elim-
ination of Imrana’s personhood is es-
sential to the theology as well as the
politics of personal law in India.

e 7215654 Pl



In the shadow of law and Shariat

VASISTHA Bhardwaj N@,r‘/
Muzaffarnagar, June 30

WITH SHAME and a moral
sense of duty pulling her in opp-
osite directions, Imrana rested
her faith on the principles of her
religion to guide her through
this harrowing period. On a day
when a delegation of the Nation-
al Commission for Women
(NCW) reached here to look into
the Imrana episode, the woman
— who was allegedly raped by
her father-in-law — reiterated
that she would
abide by the
fatwa (religio-
us edict) issued
by the Darul-
uloom, Deoba-
nd directing
her to separate
from her hus-
band. However,
she said she
was confident
of getting justi-
ce from the co-
urt of law.

“I will abide
by the Shari-
at,” said the 28-

AIMWPLB chief Shaista Amber at a
panchayat in Lucknow on Thursday.

ing that the case tested the cred-
ibility of the law of the land.
“The Constitution is supreme,”
the NCW chief said, and de-
manded a speedy trial.

Imrana’s case has not only got
human rights groups up in arms
in her support, it also has divid-
ed the Muslim community.

A panchayat organised by the
All India Muslim Women Per-
sonal Law Board (AIMWPLB) on
Thursday rejected the fatwa is-
sued by the Darul-Uloom. The
AIMWPLB said it would make ef-
forts to ensure
that those who
pronounced
the ‘“wrong”
verdict in the
case be tried
under the IPC.

In contrast,
All-India Mus-
lim Personal
Law Board chi-
ef Syed Md Ra-
bey Al-Hasani
&% Nadvi had on
PTI  Wednesday su-
pported the
Darul-Uloom
ruling even as

year old moth-
er of five, whi-
le talking to re-
porters in the
presence of
NCW chairper-
son Girja Vyas.
Imrana, howe-

g The Constitution is

supreme... We'll ensure
Imrana is compensated
and rehabilitated §

— NCW chief Girija Vyas

he called for
the severest
punishment

against the acc-
used. Rejecting
the AIMPLB’s
view, AIMWP-
LB president

ver, said the
fatwa had not been communicat-
ed to her in writing. “If I get the
fatwa, 1 will abide by it.”

Imrana asserted she had im-
mense faith in the law of the la-
nd and demanded the harshest
punishment for her father-in-
law, now in jail. Refusing to be
drawn into any controversy over
the edict, Vyas said, “The issue
should not be publicised but
treated on humanitarian grou-
nds. We are bound by the Consti-
tution.” She repeatedly request-
ed that the issue be handled with
great sensitivity.

Vyas said that the NCW would
ensure that Imrana gets compen-
sation and is rehabilitated, add-

01 nn anns

Shaista Amber
said the fatwa was based on the
“wrong interpretation” of the Ko-
ran and was “unacceptable.”

She further stated that the
AIMWPLB would make efforts
to ensure that those who pronou-
nced the verdict in the case were
tried under the IPC. “The pan-
chayat rejects the fatwa issued
by Darul-uloom outright. Ac-
cording to the Koran, she was
halal for her husband and had
the right to live with him and
their children,” Amber asserted.

Meanwhile, thousands of wo-
men led by CPI(M) leader Sub-
hashni Ali held a demonstration
at the collectorate compound in
Muzaffarnagar in support of Im-

rana. Ali said the case should be
decided according to law and crit-
icised UP CM Mulayam Singh Ya-
dav for preferring the Shariat.
The protesters demanded
stern action against Imrana’s fa-
ther-in-law. “The fatwa is irra-
tional and against the principles

of natural justice as it punishes -

the victim and not the culprit,”

THE HIDIIST AN TIMFS

REUTERS
Imrana addresses the media after meeting members of the National
Commission for Women in Muzaffarnagar on Thursday.

Alisaid. Claiming that there had
been a deviation in the stance of
the law board — which distanced
itself from the views expressed
by two of its members earlier this
week terming them personal
opinions — Amber said the law
board should expel them and take
stern action against those ma-
ligning Islam.

Votebank
politics,
fumes BJP

Chandigarh, June 30

THE BJP on Thursday accused
Uttar Pradesh chief minister
Mulayam Singh Yadav and the
Congress of playing “votebank
politics” on the Imrana rape ca-
se. The saffron party also dema-
nded reforms in religious per-
sonal laws to bring them in con-

---formity-with the Constitution.

“The UP chief minister is sup-
porting the retrograde step whe-
re an innocent victim is being
punished for no fault of hers.
The Congress party and some of
its allies, on the other hand, are
ducking out of the debate on this
issue and have not clarified their
stand. This is a cruel example of
votebank politics,” BJP spokesp-
erson Arun Jaitley said.

He added, “There is an urgent
need to bring the country’s pers-
onal laws, whose basis is formed
by religion, in conformation with
Constitutional requirements and
guarantees.” Claiming that the
BJP had started a national de-
bate on the incident, Jaitley said
Imrana’s case highlighted how a
woman’s right to equality and liv-
ing with dignity had been eroded.
“It is time the Constitution pre-
vails when there is a direct con-
flict with personal laws,” he said.

The BJP leader also welcomed
the stand taken by the CPM on
the issue, with the communists
advocating reforms in personal
laws. He regretted the Congress
was yet to clarify its stand, desp-
ite the fact that it is headed by a
woman (Sonia Gandhi)! “Sonia
Gandhi, the PM, the law minis-
ter or even the home minister
have not said anything on this
sensitive issue. But, the Congr-
ess won’t be able to circumvent
the issue forever,” Jaitley said.
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“Fatwa ok but
Imrana wants

t
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EXPRESS NEWS SE
MUZAFFARNAGAR, JUNE 30

MRANA today

emerged out of hiding

to say she would abide

by the fatwa issued by
the Darul Uloom Deoband
which has ruled that she can-
not go back to her husband af-
ter being raped by her father-
in-law.

The 28-year-old mother of
five wants justice from
the Shariat and law courts
and would like her father-in-
law to receive the strictest
punishment.

“Media ne mujhe do rahe
par khadaa kar diya hai,” Im-
rana told National Commis-
sion for Women chief Girija
Vyas when she arrived with a
seven-member team to speak
to Imrana.

Virtually banished from her
husband’s house in Chartha-
wal by a village panchayat and
the Darul Uloom’s fatwa, Im-
rana says she is prepared to
leave her husband even as she
askstobe left in peace.

“Mughey akela chhod do,”
she says even as women or-
ganisations continue to de-
scend here to persuade her to
fight the clergy and their fat-
was, Imrana’s stand has sur-
prised these organisations,
which believe she may have
been brainwashed into think-
ing she must abide by the
fatwa. Incidentally, she is yet
to receive the fatwa.

Refusing to be drawnintoa
controversy over the fatwa,
NCW chief Vyas said the issue
should be treated on humani-
tarian grounds. “Is par rajniti
nahin honi chahiye.” The gov-
ernment cannot remain a
spectator, she added.

Imrana may want to be left
alone, but dozens of women
led by former MP and social
activist Suhasini Ali turned up
here today to march up to the
District Magistrate’s office
chanting: “Hum tumbhare saath
hain, tum akeli nahin. Dharan
ke naam par nari par atyachar
bardasht nahin kiva jayega.”

An

0

Women'’s
board
says no

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

LUCKNOW, JUNE 30

A PANCHAYAT or-
ganised by the All India
Muslim Women Personal
Law Board today rejected
the Darul Uloom De-
oband’s fatwa saying Im-
rana cannot go back to her
husband after being raped
by her father-in-law.

It said it would try to
make sure that those who
pronounced a “wrong” ver-
dict in the case be tried un-
der the IPC. “The pan-
chayat has outrightly
rejected the fatwa issued by
Darul Uloom and has
stated that as per the Koran
she (Imrana)was ‘halal’ for
her husband and had the
right to live with her hus-
band and children,” board
chief Shaista Amber said.

In contrast, All-India
Muslim Personal Law
Board president Syed Mo-
hammed Rabey al-Hasani
Nadvi had yesterday sup-
ported the ruling even as it
called for punishment
against the accused.

The NCW team, which in-
cluded panel member Niba
Kunwar and other women ac-
tivists, had brought along for-
mer Justice A S Qureshitoin-
vestigate the matter.

The Imrana episode has
given heart to other domestic
rape victims who gathered
courage to demonstrate pub-
licly. “There is not one Imrana
but dozens of them in
Charthawal alone,” said Az-
izan, who says she and her
daughter have been victims of
rape. She adds that many oth-
ers like her are being raped
and molested by fathers-in-
law and other male relatives.



