NEW DELHI, June 29. -

i The Imrana case has set off

a political storm in the
wake of Darul Uloom Deo-
band’s edict that Imrana,
who was allegedly raped by
her father-in-law, cannot

[ live with her husband.

The BJP accused the
Congress of playing “vote-

- bank politics” by keeping

' mum on the issue. The rul-

ing party at the Centre, on
its part, made it clear that
the law should take its own
course in the episode in
which the fatwah has
drawn condemnation from
a cross-section of society.
Imrana was reported to
be “untraceable” after a
local panchayat’s recent

decision that she cannot
live with her husband and
must marry her father-in-
law after the rape incident.
“We are governed by the
Constitution and law of
the land,” the Congress
spokesman Mr Anand
Sharma said. UP Congress
chief Mr Salman Khur-
sheed said: “We have to
support the law of the land.
What the law says about
Imrana, we have to get
from a judge.” He added:
“The law of the land res-
pects personal law.”
Keeping the heat turned
on the Congress, the BJP
spokesman Mr Prakash
Javadekar asked the former
to clarify whether it
endorsed the views of Mr
Khursheed's reported re-
mark that the issue was a

se raises political storm

“religious” one. “The BJP
wants the Congress and its
alliance partners to make
their stand clear.”

UP chief minister Mr
Mulayam Singh Yadav
defended farwah saying
the decision taken by
Muslim clerics must have
been “well thought-out”.

CPI-M general secretary
Mr Prakash Karat, howev-
er, termed the edict “a
serious violation of human
rights”. “If the personal
law of any community in-
fringes upon the genuinc
rights of women, the law of
the land should take cen-
tre-stage and impart jus-
tice”. Meanwhile, a team
of the National Com-
mission for Women is to
visit Muzaffarnagar tomor-
row to talk to Imrana.
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The case suggests a moral obscurantism tha
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HE Deoband ulema and
I the Muslim Personal Law
Board have made it quite
apparent that, even in the 21st
century, authorities that act un-
der the imprimatur of religion do
not understand one simple prin-
ciple: that a woman is a person in
her own right. She should be al-
lowed to exercise her choices. Im-
rana was a victim of a heinous
double crime. She was a victim of
violence. And she was a victim be-
cause the trust of an intimate rela-
tionship was betrayed. But the
authorities have compounded
this unspeakable injury by adding
the weight of their own coercive
powers. They want to deny Im-
rana the basic right to choose
whether she wants to live with
her husband or not.
Unfortunately this is not an iso-
lated incident. Fairly recently, we
had the case of Gudiya. Self-ap-
pointed custodians of religion
took it upon themselves to deter-
mine whether she would have to
live with her first husband, who
had been assumed dead but even-
tually returned from Pakistan, or
whether she should continue to
live with her current husband. In
numerous instances panchayats

has no place in civilised society §¢ . 3

are denying women the right to de-
termine the course of their own
lives. Even secular courts have oc-
casionally crossed the line by try-
ing to second guess the “real” in-
terests of a violated woman.
Women are still not acknowledged
as agents in their own rights. That
religious authorities are using
even the terrible situation that Im-
rana faced to assert their own writ,
suggest a moral obscurantism that
has no place in a civilised society.

It is legitimate to ask whether
institutions and practices legit-
imised under the banner of any
authority that deny women their
basic rights should be tolerated.
In times of crisis, religious leaders
and public authorities should be a
source of compassion rather a
further source of coercion. But if
any decrees made in the name of
religion violate basic human dig-
nity, they will only expose reli-
gion to further ridicule. The
question is not simply whether a
uniform civil code will achieve
justice for women. We need to
recognise a far deeper crisis: our
inability as a society to allow
women their choices. In the
process, they are denied their
dignity and humanity.
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PAKISTAN’S HIGHEST court on
Tuesday ordered the re-arrest of
five people accused of gang rap-
ing a woman on the orders of a
tribal jury The ruling came after
thg victim, Mukhtaran Mai, filed
an appeal in the Supreme Court
prevent the release of her
apists, which was ordered by
Lahore High Court earlier this
month. After a preliminary hear-
ing of two days, a three-member
bench of the Court issued non
bailable warrants against the ac-
cused and ordered their retrial
in the Supreme Court.

The order brought relief to
Mukhtaran Mai, 33, who was
gang raped in 2002 after her 12-
year-old brother was accused of
having an affair with a woman
from a powerful clan. She spoke
out about her ordeal, provoking
an international outcry about
the treatment of women in rural
Pakistan, many parts of which
are still under the sway of feudal
and tribal laws.

The Pakistani Supreme Court
also ordered the arrest of eight
other persons who were released
on the orders of the Anti-Terror-
ist Court in 2002. They belong to
the Mastoi tribe, which ordered
the gang rape of Mukhtaran.

Earlier, Attorney General for
Pakistan in his arguments
dubbed the order of the High
Court as pure conjecture. “In
rape cases the sole statement of
the victim is sufficient to mount
a conviction,” he said.

Mukhtaran Mai’s lawyer
Chaudhry Aitzaz Ahsan asked
the court to review the tribal
jury system, which he said was
anti-women and protected the
people who commit violence
against women.

In 2002, Pakistan’s Anti-Terror
Court had awarded the death
penalty to six men accused of
raping Mai, while acquitting
eight others. The decision was
followed by a back-and-forth le-
gal battle between various Pak-
istani courts.

In March this year, Lahore
High Court overturned the con-
victions of five of the men, and
reduced the death sentence of
the sixth to life in prison, citing
lack of evidence. Amid strong
criticism from rights groups,
Pakistan’s Islamic Court stepped
in to suspend the high court’s
judgment, reinstating the con-
victions of the six men.

The Lahore High Court then
again ordered the men be freed
on June 12, but the authorities
refused and the accused re-
mained behind bars.

The Supreme Court finally
stepped in to declare the Islamic
Court’s ruling unconstitutional,
and decided to hear the appeal it-
self.
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Try Imrana
casein?\-
fast-track
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Muzaffarnagar/New Delhi, June 28

CITING THE speedy trial of the
German tourist rape case in Ra-
jasthan, a Muslim society on
Tuesday demanded that the Im-
ranarape casealsobeheardina
fast-track court.

Maulana Mohammad Khalid
of the Fazahe Insaniyat Welfare
Society said in a statement that
an early decision was required
in Imrana’s case so the accused
could be “taught a lesson”. He
also raised the matter of look-
ing after the victim’s children,
saying someone should be dele-
gated responsibility.

The case made headlines
when a panchayat ruled that Im-
rana, who was raped by her fa-
ther-in-law, should now treat
her husband as her son. Women
activists had termed the verdict
“bizarre and reprehensible”.

The Darul Uloom in Deoband
recently said in a fatwa that Im-
rana’s living with her husband
Noor Ilahi had become unten-
able as per Islamic law. The All-
India Muslim Personal Law
Board had endorsed this deci-
sion and Imrana had agreed to
abide by it. The accused, Ali Mo-
hammad, was arrested on June
15 and remanded to 14 days in
judicial custody.

Meanwhile, criticising the
Jfatwa, Islamic law expert Tahir
Mahmood on Tuesday said the
woman’s fate couldn’t be decid-
ed by “ancient juristic wisdom”.

“That a woman subjected to
sexual indignity by any of her
husband’s ascendants or desc-
endants becomes haram (prohi-
bited) for him was a rule of wo-
rldly wisdom evolved by some
religious jurists of Arabia over
a thousand years ago,” said Me-
hmood, who is a member of the
National Commission for Reli-
gious and Linguistic Minorities.

He said the rule — prono-
unced in a society where almost
instant remarriage of divorced
women was the order of the day
— was a pro-woman norm enab-
ling wives outraged by the sexu-
al misbehaviour of their in-laws
to walk out of their marital bo-
nd and seek a new life.

“In a country like India, wh-
ere Islamic law is selectively ap-
plicable under the authority of
its own law, the rule need not be
strictly imposed on couple de-
sirous of continuing in marri-
age,” Mahmood said. PT1
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Pak SC wové/

Justin Huggler
in Islamabad
June 28. — Pakistan’s
Supreme Court today

overturned the acquittal of
five men in a gang-rape
case that has become an
international cause cele-
bre and put the treatment
of women in Pakistani
society under unprece-
dented scrutiny.

The five men were origi-
nally found guilty of gang-
raping Ms Mukhtaran Mai
on the order of a village
council as an “honour pun-
ishment”, and sentenced to
death. But in March this
year the original verdict
was overturned by the
Lahore High Court, which
ordered the men freed.

Today, responding to a
joint appeal by Ms Mai and
Pakistani prosecutors, the
Supreme Court suspended
the acquittals and said it
would retry the men itself.

The Supreme Court rul-
ing came a day after 34-
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year-old Mai appealed the
acquittals at the court. “1
am very happy. 1 hope
those who humiliated me
will be punished,” she told
reporters outside the court.

Ms Mai’s lawyer said the
court order covered all the
14 accused and it quashed
all previous judgments.
This meant that the court
could be hearing the case
afresh, he said.

It was a major victory for
Ms Mai, who became an
jcon for the women’s rights
movement in Pakistan and
around the world after she
refused to stay silent, as
most Pakistani rape-victims
do, but instead testified
against her alleged attack-
ers in court.

There was international
revulsion when the details
of her case emerged, and
the courtroom in Islama-
bad has been thronged with
diplomats, journalists, and
NGO workers.

But in the final weeks
before the two days of hear-
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rape acquittals

ings, the case has unexpect-
edly pitted Ms Mai against
the government after she
was banned from travelling
abroad — a move President
Pervez Musharraf took per-
sonal responsibility for.

Ms Mai’s story began in
June 2002, when her then
12-year-old brother,
Shakoor, was accused of
having illicit relations with
a woman from another
clan, the Mastoi. Ms Mai’s
family claims that charge
was fabricated, and that
Shakoor had himself been
sexually assaulted by men
from the Mastoi clan — a
claim that is supported by
the fact three men were
later found guilty in court
of sodomising Shakoor.

But a village council or-
dered that Ms Mai should
be gang-raped as a “pun-
ishment” for her brother’s
“crime”. She was summar-
ily dragged to a nearby hut
and raped by four men. —
The Independent (With
inputs from PTI)
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Mukhtaran Mai with social activists as she leaves the Pakistan Supreme Court after the hearing on Monday.

A tnal for women’s honour in Pak

Islamabad, June 27

PAKISTAN’S SUPREME Court began hear-
ing an appeal against the acquittal of five
men who allegedly gangraped a woman on
the orders of a village council, in a case
that sparked international outrage.

Victim Mukhtaran Mai’s appeal will be
a test case in Pakistan where, like other
parts of South Asia, women often suffer
brutal “honour punishments”, including
rape and murder, to pay for the alleged
crimes of relatives.

The 33-year-old was raped for more than
an hour in June 2002 on the orders of a
tribal council in the remote village of
Meerwala in reprisal for her brother’s al-
leged affair with a woman from a powerful
rival clan. Six men were sentenced to death
in August 2002 after she defied local cus-
toms and testified. But the Lahore High
Court acquitted five of them on appeal on
March 8 and commuted the sentence of the
sixth to life imprisonment.

The decision shocked the country and

was condemned around the world, while
Pakistan’s President Pervez Musharraf
caused further anger earlier this month by
briefly banning Mai from leaving the coun-
try. The Supreme Court opened the case
and adjourned it until Tuesday after a 45-
minute hearing on legal matters.

“I have high hopes. I hope the original
verdict will be upheld and that my attack-
ers will be punished,” she told reporters at
the court, where she was accompanied by
rights workers who have supported her
pursuit of justice. “We have a strong case.
We have evidence on record and we want
the Supreme Court to reappraise the
record and decide it,” Mai’s lawyer Aitzaz
Ahsan told reporters after a full bench of
three judges adjourned the proceedings.

Ahsan said he had opposed a move to
have the case heard before the country’s
top Islamic court, which itself had disput-
ed the acquittals. Pakistan has a dual secu-
lar and Islamic legal system but the
Supreme Court has the final say, “That will
prolong the proceedings. We want the

Supreme Court to decide it,” he added.

The case as a whole has shone an unfiat-
tering spotlight on the treatment of’
women in Pakistan and on the atavistic
forms of tribal justice that persist in parts
of the conservative Islamic country.

The US heavily criticised Islamabad for
barring Mai from travelling to Washington
to meet top US officials and rights groups to
discuss abuses against women in South
Asia. Musharraf was reported as saying
that he ordered the ban because he thought
her US visit would give Pakistan bad public-
ity. However, Islamabad dropped the travel
ban a few days later after the George W.
Bush administration said it was “dismayed”
and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
secured a personal pledge from Pakistani
foreign minister Khurshid Kasuri.

On Monday, Mai said the government
had finally returned her passport, which it
confiscated when it placed her on the so-
called Exit Control List. The list is nor-
mally reserved for criminals and political
opponents of Musharraf. AFP
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Staff Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The All-India Democratic
Women’s Association has welcomed
the Cabinet decision to approve the
long-pending Domestic Violence Bill
that will “greatly increase battered
women’s access to legal protection
and relief from violence within the
home.”

In a statement here on Friday,
general secretary Sudha Sundarara-
man said women were now looking
forward to the Bill being adopted in
the coming session of Parliament.

The AIDWA congratulated the
Government on addressing some of
the weaknesses in the earlier draft. It
said the definition of violence was
comprehensive and included phys-
ical, mental, sexual, verbal and eco-
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violence as well.

However, the Bill had a “major
flaw”. It allowed a woman relative of
the husband to file a complaint
against the wife or live-in partner.
This, AIDWA said, could lead to gross
misuse of the law since false and
counter cases could be filed against
the wife. “Infact, in our experience of
more than 20 years of dealing with
such cases, in most cases of domestic
violence the husband’s family not
only sympathises with him but often
also participates in perpetuating acts
of violence within the home,” the
statement said.

“Urgent necessity”

National Commission for Women
Chairperson Girija Vyas, welcoming
the Bill, said the law on domestic

| nomic™ violence, and the threat of |violence was an urgent necessity. It
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ﬁill will increase women’s ac\w/ss
|to legal protection, says AIDWA
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‘Allowing husband's relative to file c:rfpla}ﬁlt against wife is a flaw"

showed the Government’s keenness
to have a law on the issue.

The NCW submitted recommen-
dations on the Bill and hoped that
these would be incorporated.

Women Power Connect, a nation-
al-level organisation to monitor and
influence policy in Parliament and
Assemblies, says: “We are happy to
see the content and the definition of
the revised Bill. We are confident
that when passed in Parliament, the
Bill would ensure greater protection
to women from violence at home.”

According to Ranjana Kumar,
president of the organisation, 50,703
cases were registered under ‘torture’
in 2003. According to the National
Crime Record Bureau, of the 1.5 lakh
crimes registered annually against
women all over the country, nearly
50,000 related to domestic violence.



Legal leash on domestic

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, June 23. — The
Cabinet today gave its approval for a
law to check domestic violence
against women.

The proposed Bill, “Protection of
Women from Domestic Violence
Bill, 2005>, is likely to be introduced
in the monsoon session of
Parliament. It would provide effec-
tive protection and remedy to
women against domestic violence of
any kind and also ensure that
women get their legal rights.

The Bill will not only take care of
married women, but also include
women in a relationship with the
abuser or those who are sisters, wid-
ows, mothers, or adopted children of
the abuser. It covers those women
who are or have been in a relation-

shlp with the abuser where botL par-
ties have lived together in a shared
household.

The Bill defines domestic violence
as actual abuse or the threat of
abuse — physical, sexual, verbal,
emotional or economic.

Harassment, by way of unlawful
dowry demands, to the woman or
her relatives would also be covered
under this definition.

The domestic violence Bill has
also taken up the right of women to
secure housing and ensures the right
of a woman to reside in her matri-
monial home or shared household,
“whether or not she has any title or
rights in such home or household”.

All these rights can be secured by
a residence order which would be
passed by a magistrate.

The Bill empowers the magistrate
to pass a protection order in favour

THE 574 TESMAR

“violence

“of the vi én(o prevent the abuser |
from aiding or committing an act of
domestic violence.

The magistrate can prevent the
abuser from entering the workplace
of the victim or any other place fre-
quently visited by her.

The magistrate has also been
empowered to issue orders against
the abuser to prevent him from iso-
lating the victim from any asset used
by both parties. The magistrate can
also bind down the abuser to prevent
him from causing violence to the
abused, or her relatives or others
who provide her assistance.

The Bill provides for the appoint-
ment of a “protection officer” and
registration of non-governmental

organisations as service providers to |

give assistance to the abused with
respect to her medical examination,
obtaining legal aid and safe shelter.
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/,,/:L« The gender gapx\()"\
< persists globally \Bo

he Gender Gap study released by the World Eco-
nomic Forum, while highlighting the areas in
which less developed countries lag behind in gen-
der equality, also indicates the huge gaps between
men and women in the developed economies. According to
the study, released recently, no country has yet managed to
eliminate the gender gap, although the Nordic countries
with a long tradition of social democracy and welfare sys-
tems have significantly narrowed the gap. Sweden, Norway,
Iceland, Denmark, and Finland occupy the top five spots
among the 58 countries covered by the study; they included
all 30 Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Devel-
opment countries and 28 from the “emerging market”
world. The United States, ranked 17, trails East European
countries from the former socialist bloc, Latvia, Lithuania,
and Estonia. While ranking fairly high (8) in educational
attainment, it is way behind on economic opportunity (46)
and health and well-being (42). According to the WEF
study, U.S. fared poorly on account of meagre maternity
leave, lack of maternity benefits, and limited government-
provided childcare. The low score in economic opportunity
tallies with the image of the “glass ceiling ”

Not surprisingly, welfare states with robust government
social safety nets fare better than the rest. While the Nordic
welfare states score high in educational attainment, politi-
cal empowerment, and economic opportunities, they do not
perform as well in economic participation of women. The
former socialist countries, in contrast, score in economic
participation, opportunity, and education, but fail in the
area of health. Apparently, while women in the developed
countries “opt out” of work, those in less economically
developed East European countries are doubly burdened:
in addition to their paid work, they take on an overwhelm-
ing share of the chores at home. Thailand, which ranks 44
overall, is right at the top when it comes to economic
participation of women; this could, in part, be an index of
exploitation. Among Asian countries, China ranks highest
(33), followed by Japan (38). India, at 53, is virtually at the
bottom of the ladder, scoring, however, way above its league
in political empowerment (24). In health and well being, the
country is ranked 34; in economic opportunity 35; in eco-
nomic participation 54; and in educational attainment a
shocking 57. Only Pakistan, Korea, Jordan, Turkey, and
Egypt fare worse overall. Evidently, the high school dropout
rates among girl children and wage inequality are key fac-
tors in India’s abysmal ranking. Clearly, in the era of glob-
alisation, the lesson for India and the other poorly ranked
countries is that they should strengthen and enhance the
governmental support systems — not dismantle them in the
name of market efficiency. One thing is clear: as economic
inequality increases within a country, so does the gap be-
tween male and female.
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"Women at hon{ not safe from AIDS

4% vf(l
, V”JY\‘
DRIMI Chaudhuri 'Y \
Kolkata, June 9

WHEN SHIKHA Sarkar (name changed) was
detected with AIDS eight years ago, her in-laws
threw her out of the house. She failed to con-
vince them that she had contracted the disease
from their son.

Shikha is not alone in her plight. Being a
housewife, she belongs to the group most vul-
nerable to the disease. The realisation that
housewives, and not commercial sex workers,
are more prone to AIDS, has forced the West
Bengal State AIDS Prevention & Control Soci-
ety (WBSAPCS) and NGOs across the world to
change the focus of their campaigns.

Beginning with the Bula-di campaign in Oc-
tober 2004, the society has taken active part in
promoting the ‘What Kind of Man are You?’
campaign by an international human rights
NGO, Breakthrough. WBSAPCS officials said
Bula-di was portrayed as an educated middle-
class housewife so that she could reach the
message to housewives that they are most vul-
nerable to HIV and AIDS.

The Breakthrough campaign, on the other
hand, focuses on a woman'’s right to say ‘no’ to
unsafe sex as a human rights issue. The nation-
wide campaign, now on its way to Kolkata, stre-
sses the growing incidences of HIV/AIDS
among women.

Breakthrough officials have pointed out that
latest figures by the National AIDS Control Or-
ganisation (NACO) revealed that of the 52 lakh
HIV/AIDS victims in India, 20 lakh are women
and commercial sex workers number about
8,700 or only over 0.4 per cent. Confirming the

AV

-come and live in the red-light dis-

vi b111ty of such staggering numbers, WB-
SAPCS officials said that in a study conducted
last year, it was found that of the 3,262 women
HIV/AIDS victims in and across the city,
around 1,988 (61 per cent ) were married.

“The myth that infected women are mostly
sex workers needs to be broken as most of
these women are housewives. Most of them
learnt they have contracted HIV when they
went for pregnancy checks. NACO revealed
that around three per cent of all women
visiting antenatal clinics are HIV-pos-
itive,” a WBSAPCS official said.

Mrinal Kanti Dutta, project
coordinator of city-based
sex workers’ forum Dur-
bar Mahila Samannay g«
Committee, said: “Once
a woman is tested HIV
positive, she is os-
tracised and is often thrown out
of the house. Some of these
women have no other option but to

tricts to avoid being noticed. ”

A doctor associated with WB-
SAPCS said: “During a visit to
the HIV ward at a government
hospital, we saw that while the
male ward had many women vis-
itors to look after the patients, the women’s
ward had few callers. This reveals how women
are expected to take care of their infected hus-
bands but hardly receive the same concern.”

A senior WBSAPCS official admitted that
the society lacks the budget to run individual
programmes targeted at housewives.



Dance bar girls protest the
ban in Mumbai. (PTI)

ar girls leave city

CHANDRIMA S. BHATTACHARYA

Mumbai, June 5: With just a day to go Er\
dance bars to implement the state government
ban on them, 10,000-odd bar girls have been
forced to leave town or go underground.

Although the ban is not total — it asks dance
bars to separate the dance floor from the
area where alcohol is served — it will lead
many dance bars to down shutters, at least
temporarily.

“About 5,000 women have migrated to Hy-
derabad on contracts,” said Varsha Kale, who
heads the Indian Bar Girls’ Association. “There
are unlicensed ladies’ bars in Hyderabad where
some of the girls have gone. Others will work in
orchestra bars where female singers are em-
ployed and which enjoy occasional licences
(when performances are held). There are sever-
al underground bars, too, where some of the
girls will go and some of them may be pushed
directly into prostitution,” she said. “Some
bars in Hyderabad are asking for dance floor li-
cence.”

Kale informed that “around 1,000 women
have left for Bangalore to work on contracts in
about 150 bars, 60 of which are licensed”.

“Many others are leaving for their homes in
Agra and Bengal. Several women, who were
from Sonagachhi in Calcutta, are reported to
have gone back,” she added.

Kale said bar dancers going to perform in
another town on contract was an established
practice. “They would go on a one-to-three
months’ contract and get paid about Rs 10,000 to
15,000 per month. Since their food and stay
would be taken care of, many women went will-
ingly as they could save the entire amount.”

“But now, with so many women out of their
jobs, the supply is more than the demand. The
women are being forced to go for less money,”
Kale said.

Many are also queuing up to go to the Gulf,
where a three-month contract in Abu Dhabi,
Muscat or Dubai would fetch around Rs 3 lakh.
But now they are settling for “half the
amount”. “The bar girls are a frightened lot,”
she said.
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'CRIMES AGAINST WOMEN

¥ ( Police Themselves Must Respect The Law

By HL KAPOOR of male/ female relatives so that

ape is the most i an
l{crime to which women aYe
ubjected. The double
bench comprising Justice Arijit
Pasayat and Justice HS Kapadia
described it as “the most depra-
ved act” which becomes abomi-
nable when the victim is a minor.
Rapes take place under seve-
ral categories. They are commiit-
ted under threat of murder or
using a deadly weapon. They are
committed when the women are
employed in some company or
service, poverty being the root
cause. They are committed after
abduction on the pretext of mar-
riage which never takes place.
They are committed after the
marriage and the wife is forced
into the flesh trade. They are
committed by those who are rich
enough to bear the expenses, in-
cluding compensation offered at
a later stage. They are commit-
ted on helpless women in custo-
dy.

Every 50 minutes

In India, several studies have
been made by private organisa-
tions which have concluded that
a rape is committed every 50
minutes in the country. Some of
the victims do not disclose it to
their parents and relatives to
avoid the social stigma while
some are bold enough to resist it
and then report the matter to
the police. The case of a student
of Maulana Azad Medical
College is a pointer.

A 15-year-old girl was kidna-
pped from Jangpuri and raped
by a man called Bir Singh who
was arrested on 22 April. The
mother of the victim is also said
to be involved in the crime and
she is absconding. A woman was
gang-raped in Noida Sector 71
on 22 April. The rapist robbed
her of her belongings. A student
of a Delhi college, she was
rushed to a private hospital. Her
family was informed by the
Noida police but the police are
yet to trace the culprits.

In another case, three police-
men including an SHO and two
constables were arrested in the
third week of April though they
had committed crime two years
ago. The Jahangirpuri police
arrested the policemen after
hectic efforts and the policemen
were remanded to judicial cus-
tody. They had picked up the girl
from Jahangirpuri for interro-
zation and raped her. In another
case a wealthy builder raped a
zirl, Initially the police tried to
1ush up the matter by bringing
‘he parties to a compromise. But
he girl Preeti Maan, daughter of
[nderjit Singh Maan, did not
igree. The accused threatened
o murder members of the fa-

The author is a former Assistant
“ommissioner of Police (Class 1),
Vew Delhi.

mily. The house of Inderjit Singh
Maan in Delhi was set on fire.

Later acid was also thrown at the .

victim’s mother. A daughter was
born out of the alleged inter-
course and this was proved by a
DNA test. The case was
reported on 23 May, 2002 and

ererer

/.

the hearing has started only on
23 May — that is after three
years. The wealthy builder is the
principal accused. The case was
televised on 25 April. The Maan
family is firm on pursuing the
case in court.

A two-year-girl was raped in
February. A man, Kishan of
Shahabad dairy in the north-
west area, had taken the girl to a
lavatory and sexually assaulted
her. An MLA of Samajwadi
Party is facing trial for rape and
murder of a young girl who
refused an abortion. The case
was later transferred to the CBL
A Swiss diplomat was raped in
October 2003. There has been
no breakthrough despite the
announcement of a reward of Rs
50,000 for the arrest of accused.

The latest example of police
brutality is the rape of a minor
by a Mumbai police constable
who has been arrested and re-
manded to police judicial cust-
ody. Resentment among the
public reached its peak when the
police commissioner had to
close the police post. The alleg-
ed accused has been dismissed.

In custody

In Haryana, the SHO and two
constables have been arrested by
Dethi police for committing rape
and abduction of a woman from
Jahangipuri, Delhi. People may
recall a barbaric act of rape in
the Ganga Nagar (Rajasthan)
police station in 1996-97. The
father of the girl later committed
suicide. An additional police co-
mmissioner, Delhi, was arrested
in Dehra Dun in 2003, for raping

his maidservant. The police
officer has since died.

Instances are not lacking
where destitute women have
been molested, beaten up and
stripped naked and even par-
aded in the most shameful
manner. Some women kept in

police custody unauthorisedly
have committed suicide out of
shame and desperation. Their
continuous unauthorised deten-
tion forced them into this extre-
me step. It is well known that
women in police custody are
treated most shabbily through-
out India. In fact, a woman’s
nightmare starts as soon as she
lands in police custody. The
People’s Union for Democratic
Right has been taking up their
cause from time to time but to
no avail. Several PUDR cases
have been registered with the
police about custodial rape.

Molestation of women by the
police and their stripping by
policemen is common. Despite
restrictions imposed by the law,
the number of these cases con-
tinues to swell. The National
Commission for Women orga-
nised a seminar some time ago
in which the need for securing
better conditions for women in
jails was emphasised. There it
was stated that women in police
custody or in jail are not only
shabbily treated but are also
exposed to risks of molestation,
maltreatment and rape.

The law has imposed certain
restrictions on the police to en-
sure decent treatment to
women. The Criminal Procedure
Code was amended after Inde-
pendence. Section 160 lays down
that no female of any age can be
called to the station even for
interrogation in any case by a
police officer of any rank. In
case a woman is to be question-
ed, she has to be interrogated “at
her place only” in the presence

she is not put to any in-
convenience.

Instances are plenty where the
police cross their limits and sum-
mon/ keep innocent/ illiterate
women in their custody. Need-
less to say in many cases the
poor women fall prey to the
savagery of the policemen. It was
because of these barbaric acts
that the government thought it
prudent to amend the CrPC.
However, where the female is
interrogated and her involve-
ment is proved in cognisable
crimes, she has to be arrested.

Search

In such cases the arrest of the
woman has to be made by an
officer. A female police officer
has also to be present when the
arrest is made. Further, the
personal search of the woman
accused must be conducted by a
female as laid down in Section
51 CrPC(2) which specially lays
down that the “search will be
made by a female with strict
regard to decency”.

The Indian Penal Code should
be amended and life imprison-
ment made compulsory for rape
and a minimum fine of Rs [ lakh
should be imposed. The law
should be further amended so
that if the victim conceives and
gives birth to a baby, the child is
given a share in the property of
the guilty. Jails should be set up
exclusively for women and these
should have a senior woman
IAS/ IPS officer in charge. The
entire jail staff should be female.
It is imperative that the female
accused should be saved from
mental harassment, sexual abuse
and malnutrition.

It is essential that women
officials both in the police and in
jails or in jail hospitals are dep-
loyed for duty to attend to wo-
men. Often women are required
to be medically treated at odd
hours in jails. So the availability
of qualified female doctors
round the clock is an absolute
necessity. Poor houses and nari
niketans should be set up in all
districts/ towns. These should be
headed by female officers and
vocational training should be
imparted to the destitute.

Custodial rape is the most
heinous crime as it is believed
that women would be safe in
police custody. Lack of proper
and adequate supervision on the
part of the senior officer is the
reason of such shameful crimes.
Sometimes rapes have been
committed on mentally retarded
persons. Recently the govern-
ment has amended the CrPC to
ensure that no woman is called
to a police station between
sunset and sunrise except under
special circumstances. People
would expect the police to
respect the law,
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TAPAS CHAKRABORTY

Banda (Uttar Pradesh), May 25:
Ramkumari died on her hus-
band’s pyre earlier this month.
No one is certain whether it
was sati or suicide.

But Banhudarhi, a village
near Allahabad, has found its
new deity in the 70-year-old
woman.

The hamlet with brick ho-
uses, electricity and neat roads
just 150 km from Uttar
Pradesh’s second city could become the site
of the latest sati temple in Bundelkhand,
strewn with such shrines.

Although there is no temple yet, worship-
pers are trickling in religiously in groups of

50 to 60 every day, braving the scorching sun.

They come bearing flowers and incense
sticks, even musical instruments. The pro-

w""*
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'Pyre death sparks rush of worst

~Blind faith in

cessions stop in a field a kilo-
metre from Banhudarhi — the
burning ground where Ramku-
mari climbed onto her hus-
band’s pyre on the night on
May 7 and killed herself,

It is not known if she com-
mitted sati. “We are still trying
to probe if this really was sati
or suicide,” said Banda district
magistrate Dhiraj Sahu. There
are even whispers of a land dis-
pute leading to her death.

But villagers of Banhuda-
rhi and the neighbourhood have christened
as “sati sthal” the 4ft x 5ft chabutara (platf-
orm) built as a memorial to Ramkumari and
her hushand Jageswar Tiwari. They stand
before it, hands folded, offer flowers and
light candles and incense before shouting
Sati Devi ki jai and melting away.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 p
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Anjali in hospital
- for suicide test +,

R

o

for

B.R. SRIKANTH

Bangalore, May 24: Flying
Officer Anjali Gupta, who had
accused three seniors of sexu-
al harassment and is facing
court martial on charges of fi-
nancial irregularities, was
taken to hospital today for psy-
chiatric tests amid protests by
family members.

The prosecution, repre-
sented by Wing Commander
R.K. Dubey, told the military
court that Anjali has been ad-
mitted to Air Force Command
Hospital here and the tests
would last 10 days. In the after-
noon, the presiding officer,
Group Captain V. Ganesh, ad-
journed general court martial
proceedings till Thursday.

Anjali’s family suspects
the tests are a ruse to prolong
her detention and even label

her mentally unsound.

“They (the IAF) are doing
something to harm her in
every sense and to save their
skin. How come they are forc-
ing her to face the court mar-
tial if she is not mentally fit?”
asked Jitender Garg, her
brother-in-law,

Garg said Anjali had no
inkling of the tests till her es-
corts told her this morning.

In an official statement,
the air force said the flying of-
ficer was released from close
arrest (for the first time since
April 8) and referred to the
Command Hospital.,

A panel of medical special-
ists, service psychiatrists and
a lady psychiatrist from
NIMHANS, Bangalore, will
examine her to rule out “suici-
dal tendencies”.

“Flying Officer Anjali Gu-

€3 MAY 2005 +HE TELEGRA®H

pta has been making repeated
requests to the GCM for relea-
se from close arrest. As infor-
med earlier, she is placed in air
force custody (close arrest) to
prevent her from harming he- |
rself. This is apprehended as
she had, in her letter to the Ka-
rnataka State Commission for
Women, stated that she is on
the verge of taking her life....”

But Garg said Anjali had
asked for release from close ar-
rest only to appoint a civil
lawyer of her choice.

“She had said in her letter
to the Karnataka State Com-
mission for Women that she
will be forced to take the ex-
treme step as nobody in the
IAF or the local police depart-
ment want to hear her com-
plaint. Now, that statement is
being used to detain her,” her '
brother-in-law said.
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‘Men at Work

{ L
B \-r i

Survey shows harassmen%
o of women on the rise "6 /)

The new age Indian woman has come into her own. She ¢

makes her presence felt in the workplace, makes informed I

economic choices, can hold her own in any setting. But a ‘
survey by the FICCI Ladies Organisation has found that )
women in all the metropolises, with the exception of Hy-
derabad, continue to experience various degrees of sexual
harassment and financial discrimination and that large
numbers of them feel insecure and unsafe. The survey re-
veals a disquieting trend that economic emancipation has
not yet ensured physical and emotional security for
women. ‘Eve-teasing’, a peculiarly Indian euphemism for
lewd taunting, was one indignity visited on women on the
streets; jewellery and handbag snatching was another But
harassment by male colleagues at work was a disturbingly
growing phenomenon. Men long used to being in a majo-

- rity in any profession may be feeling unsettled and may be
using their power at the workplace to make life difficult for
women, either by discriminating against them financially
or professionally or through sexually intimidating beha-
viour. It would appear that men continue to find it difficult
to accept a woman colleague on equal terms or as a boss.

Today, men have to compete with highly-qualified
women for jobs. In certain high-tech professions, there is a
gradual shift in favour of women who are considered more
disciplined and reliable than men. This upsets existing
professional and office hierarchies and men have yet to get
used to this. What is worrying about the survey is that
cities which have so far been considered liberal, like Mum-
bai, have apparently turned woman-unfriendly. Why is this
so? Maybe the sight of women living life on their own
terms is causing resentment. Hyderabad has come out tops
but this is possibly because women are not present there in
significant numbers in the workforce. The reason that the
harassment is increasingly featuring in the public domain
is that women are no longer willing to accept the tradi-
tional social order and are speaking out. They refuse to be
subservient to social structures and obscure their indjvid-
uality. Today’s educated and articulate woman does not ac-
cept male superiority. The male reaction is probably moti-
vated by an inability to accept reality and come to terms
with the modern Indian woman. While empowerment
across the board for women is still a distant dream, the
pace at which women are catching up with men is impres-
sive. Men will have to comprehend the changing circum-
stances and modify their attitudes and behaviour at places
of work. The trend, after all, is clear — there will be more,
not less, women in the workplace as subordinates, peers
and managers. Men should prepare themselves to cele-
brate that reality.
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Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: A shamed police
force and government went
into a disciplinary overdrive
on Friday, ensuring contable
Sunil More’s remand in po-
lice custody and suspending
and transferring two of his
immediate superiors, a day
after he raped a college-
goer— thrice--inside a police
chowky on Marine Drive.
The victim, a collegian
from Chembur, had report-
edly come to town to inquire
about an academic course
and had later gone for a stroll
dgwn Marine Drive with two
boys from her college. The
three were walking down the
waterfront promenade when
they reached the point below

the flyover where the
chowky is located. More was
alone in the chowky.

Security officers from the
housing society closest to the
chowky told TOI that More
was cruising down Marine
Drive on a motorbike, proba-
bly belonging to a beat con-
stable, when he spotted the
victim. After watching her
and her two friends for some
time, he summoned the three
to the chowky. Witnesses say
he detained the girl while

In po

ive Ressanded &

shooing her friends away. He
then locked the doors of the
chowky and allegedly raped

her at about 4.30 pm.
After passers-by heard the
victim screaming, they

rushed to her help. An angry
mob forced open the chowky
and beat up More. He was lat-
er handed over to the police.
Deputy chief minister and
home minister R R Patil
promised that the punish-

rapes teenage
lice 'chowky

*able Whe Waylaid Collegian On Marine
“niice Custody

ment would be strong

2 enough to deter other crimi-

B

K

nals lurking in the force
“anywhere in Maharashtra.”

“This is a tragic incident
and action will be taken
against the constable and his
supervising officers if they
are found to have failed in
their responsibility,” Patil
said at the spot of the crime,
where he was accompanied
by police commissioner A N
Roy, “He is guilty of two
crimes. One, he reported
drunk for duty, and then com-

mitted this most heinous of™

crimes,” he added, wonder-
ing: “How did he dare to com-
mit such a crime in, among
all places, a police chowky?”
Patil promised to help the
victim and her family “ine-
every possible way.”’

Patil, now in the centre of
the banned dance-bar contro-
versy, also appeared worried
about the damage the inci-
dent might have on tourism
to the city. Marine Drive re-
mained one of the must-sees
for tourists to Mumbai.”We
are going to have a large
number of women consta-
bles not only here but all
places where there are a
large number of female visi-
tors,” he promised.
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- Women in Mumbai,
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LIViNG IN
FEAR

320/ “ of women
0 290 who feet unsafe
9%

Dethi Mumbm ho!kah Chennal Hyd bad

By Neha Tyagi/TNN

New Delhi: The rising number of
women in the workforce may seem to
indicate that women’s lib has arrived.
But the ground reality is that every
third woman in Mumbai and Delhi
feels unsafe, eve teasing tops Kolkata’s
problem and Chennai scores poorly on
sexual and financial discrimination at
work.

While 97% of women surveyed in
Kolkata said they had to deal with sex-
ual harassment, Hyderabad emerged
as the only exception with the city’s
women saying they enjoyed a high lev-
el of security on the roads and at
work.

These are some of the findings of a
study conducted by FICCI Ladies Or-
ganisation (FLO), comparing the situa-
tions faced by working women in five
metros of Delhi, Mumbai, Hyderabad,
Kolkata and Chennai. The survey’s find-
ings do raise the question that if things
are far from satisfactory in metros, just
how bad is the situation for women in
rural areas.

More than 30% of women in Delhi
feel that the city is unsafe for them.
Two out of every five women rate the
public security system as inefficient.
Eve-teasing in the city tops the fear
list of a working woman. Landlords
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harass women and staying alone is
considered risky Quality of street
lighting is also an area of concern.

Mumbai is considered the most ex-
pensive metro city and women here
feel insecure and worried about chain
snatching, pick-pocketing and crowds
in trains. However, the city leads in
terms of job prospects.

Women in Kolkata suffer a samilar
fate with their main concern being eve-
teasing. Women in the West Bengal
capital are the highest users of public
transport, with more than 90% of
working women opting for it. It also
tops in the use of cars by women to
reach work place. Kolkata women
seemed to be in control of the money
they earn with more than 70% of them
being the decision makers about how
they spent their earnings. They also
top the list of working out of personal
choice.

The survey revealed Chennai as the
lowest on levels of work satisfaction.
The women there also complained of fi-
nancial discrimination and longer
hours of work as the prime concern.
They also rate the city as expensive to
live in. Hyderabad, steals the show on all
fronts from safety to work satisfaction.
The city scores the highest on safety
grounds and is considered the easiest to
live in.

s
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THOUSANDS SET TO LOSE LIVELIHOOD IF GIRLS LOSE JOB

Bar ban to cripple Mumbai suburb

CHANDRIMASS.
BHATTACHARYA

Mumbai, April 16: If the
dance bars clase down, an en-
tire locality in Mumbai will
look very different.

Malwani, a shabby suburb
in Malad in north Mumbai, is
home to the largest ghetto of
dance bar girls in the city It
houses 6,000 of the 75,000
women in the profession.

Malwani is dirty and sm-
ells of clogged drains, like any
other extremely poor, forgot-
ten end of the city. Except for
the rows of interesting shops
that line two sides of the main
road in the stretch between
gate number 5 and 7 whevre the
bar girls live.

If the girls lost their jobs,
these shops, their owners and
workers, who number a few th-
ousands, would also lose their
livelihoods, and Malwani wo-
uld become any other place.

But the first to lose out will
be the landlords.

Malwani has attracted da-
nce bar girls over the last two
decades. They live here and
work in various parts of the
city. “Malwani, a marshland
by the sea, was originally a
place where criminals were
sent off to after tari paar,” sa-
ys Prabha Desai of Sanmitra
Trust, an NGO that works in
Malwani with the bar women.

“It was an undeveloped,
unsafe, though cheap place,”
she adds. “But since bar girls
find it difficult to stay in resi-
dential areas, always being
thrown out of housing soci-
eties for their profession, or
their lifestyle, or their
boyfriends, or the perception
that they may be a bad influ-
ence on the neighbourhood’s
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boys, they have come to stay in
Malwani over the last two
decades, since the dance bar
business took off,” says Desai.

There are advantages —
there are no middle-class eye-
brows raised at them, and they
live in rooms or slums very
close to the main road.

That is why in Malwani
one of the biggest businesses
is renting out rooms — and
landlords and landladies, oft-
en with links with the under-
world, will be among the first
ones to be hit if the bars close

P

down and the girls start mov-
ing away.

There are three main areas
in Malwani where the bar girls
live. There is segregation by
region. The Rajasthani girls,
about 1,200 in number, crowd
one lane and Dilliwalis and
girls from north India, num-
bering about 500-600 — both
the groups are in demand for
their fair skin and “good fig-
ure” at the bars — stay in an-
other. The third group of Ben-
galis, of about 2,000 women,
occupy rooms in a ground

THE TELEGRAPH

Bar girls at a demonstration in Mumbai.

File picture

with individual plots. ‘
“The girls pay Rs 200 per
day per head for a room,” says
Desai. “They would pay a little
less before the recent slum de-
molition. But after the demoli-
tion, a number of girls had to
shift. The landlords are charg-
ing them more now,” she says.
If theban on bars puts an
end to exploitative rents, it wi-
11 also put an end to some aest-
hetic, if commercial, pursuits.
For here, there is the ubig-
uitous fruitjuicewallah and
the sandwichwallah and the

grocery, but they are far out-
numbered by beauty parlours
and tailoring shops.

Every second establishme-
nt is a beauty parlour — a cra-
mped room that is called Aish-
warya Beauty Parlour, or Dul-
han, or Dimple — or a tailor’s
shop, or a shop selling clothes
and lingerie.

But the people most affect-
ed, Desai says, will be the girls
themselves. “If dance bars are
closed down forcibly, it will im-
mediately result in undergr-
ound prostitution,” she says.




omen's groups express
support for bar girls -,

“Ban would only push this activity undergro

Special Correspondent

MUMBAI: The beleaguered women
who dance in Maharashtra’s
dance bars now have an unex-
pected set of allies. Several wom-
en’s groups have come out in
their support.

Flavia Agnes, women’s activ-
ist and lawyer, who has been
fighting a case on behalf of bar
girls since last year, said, “Danc-
ing and singing are legitimate
professions, not new to women.”
Banning such bars, she held,
would be violative of the right of
these women to earn a livelihood
as ensured under Article 21 of
the Constitution as well as the
right to carry on a legitimate
profession under Article 19.

Ms. Agnes took the issue to
the Bombay High Court last year
when she found that after police
raided some bars, they took the
women to the police station late
at night. This is prohibited under
the law. No woman police was
present when the dancers were
taken there. And several women
complained of molestation and
harassment by the policemen.

The police had claimed that
they raided the bars on the
ground of obscenity. Ms. Agnes
pointed out the girls dance to
film music using the same dance
movements as stars do in films in
what are called “item numbers.”
Why, she asked, was one allowed
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and the other considered ob-
scene? “The Government is de-
liberately appealing to the
middle class mentality,” she
said.

‘Why licences given?’
Varsha Kale of the Womanist
Party of India, who has enrolled
many of the 75,000 bar girls into
a registered trade union, the
Bharatiya Bar Girls Association,
questioned the role of the Gov-
ernment in the proliferation of
dance bars. She pointed out that
after 1996, their numbers had
grown rapidly. “Why were li-
cences given out so freely?” she
asked. Today, there are an esti-
mated 1,250 dance bars in Mah-
arashtra and most of them have
been established post-1996.

d”

Ms. Agnes emphasised that
banning dance bars would only
push this activity underground.

This would lead to much grea:
ter exploitation of the women a:
there would be no regulation
Just as prohibition had not stop
ped the sale and consumption o
alcohol, she said, banning sucl
bars would not eliminate them.

In a statement the women’
groups said: “The girls wh
dance in the bars are trying t
survive and support their fam
ilies. Contrary to the notion tha
they make a fortune each night
most live in slums and tene
ments, like millions of others i)
a time when jobs are simply no
available for children of poore
families. ”

Legal Correspondent
NEW DELHI: The National
Human Rights Commission
has sought the comments and
response in four weeks from
the Chief Secretary of the
Maharashtra Government on
its reported decision to close
dance bars in the State.

The Commission took
cognisance of a complaint
from the Bhartiya Bargirls

NHR(C’s directive

Union, alleging that the
Maharashtra Government’s
decision would deprive 75,000
bar girls of their source of
livelihood. It further alleged
that the Government had
taken a unilateral and sudden
decision without taking the
responsibility of their
rehabilitation on the ground
that most of them had come
from other States and not
from Maharashtra.

TRE Moy,



Staff Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Poornima Advani, former chair-
person of the National Commission for
Women (NCW) has sought the interven-
tion of the Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh, and the Maharashtra Chief Minister,
Vilasrao Deshmukh, in safeguarding the
human rights of thousands of bar girls ren-
dered jobless due to the closure of dance
bars in Maharashtra.

The victimisation of young girls working
in Maharashtra as well their discrimination
as ‘Maharashtrians’ and ‘others’ in the re-
habilitation plan was being brought to their
attention for suitable intervention and di-
rections, Ms. Advani said in her letter ad-
dressed to Mr. Singh and Mr. Deshmukh.

The Maharashtra Government, to har-
ness more revenue, started issuing licences
for adult musical and dance performances
within liquor bars. Now with the bar on
dances, Ms. Advani feared, a large number
of these girls are in danger of falling prey to
sex tourists if steps for their rehabilitation
are not undertaken.

The Maharashtra Government with the
help of the Centre must ensure that these
girls are rehabilitated — irrespective of the
State from which they hailed provided they
are citizens of the country. Citizens of other
countries could be deported, she said, rec-
ommending the setting up of a committee
to advise the Government on the rehabil-
itation and other packages.

NCW to send team

The NCW will send a team to Maharash-
tra shortly to look into the matter. It will
meet the Chief Minister and ascertain the
reasons for the sudden closure of the dance
bars.

“This decision was taken after a dele-
gation of bar girls under the banner of the

P 005
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‘Bar girls victimised, says Poornima Advani
“Non-Maharashtrians discriminated against; many rendered jobless”

2

WHY BAR US?: Bar girls of Mumbai staging a protest on Wednesday
against the State Government’s decision to ban over 30 dance bars in the

metropolis. - PHOTO: VIVEK BENDRE

Bhartiya Bar Girls Union, sought the com-
mission’s intervention in the matter,” the
NCW member, Nafisa Hussain, said here.
In their petition, the girls said that in a
single stroke, the decision had deprived
75,000 of them and three lakh male bar
workers of their livelihood.

THE 10

“If rehabilitation was not proper, these
girls would be forced into prostitution to
earn a living,” Varsha Kale, honorary presi-
dent of the union said.

A similar petition was also submitted to
the National Human Rights Commission.
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THE UNION CABINET'’S decision to amend the
Factories Act to enable women to work night
shifts has met with a mixed reaction. The Gov-
ernment has not spelt out the rationale behind
the decision but with the demands of equality
and the growing involvement of women in in-
dustry on the one hand and the needs of a mod-
ern economy on the other, the traditional
restraints on night work by women have come
under pressure. The protective framework for
women workers has been laid down by Conven-
tion 89 of the International Labour Organisa-
tion (ILO), adopted in 1948 and supplemented
by a Protocol in 1990. The basic convention
prohibited night shift in manufacturing,
mining, construction, and similar establish-
ments. At the same time, it granted exemption
in the case of women occupying “responsible
positions of a managerial or technical nature”;
industries “where the raw material is likely to
deteriorate rapidly unless worked at night”;
health and welfare services; and force majeure
cases.

The subsequent 1990 Protocol, which was rat-
ified by India in November 2003, relaxed the
prohibition of night work for women in facto-
ries, but with important stipulations. It allows
national authorities to permit women to work
night shifts in specific classes of industries or
individual units after an agreement is reached
between the employers and unions. In the ab-
sence of such an agreement, the authorities are
allowed to introduce night shifts for women af-

134002005 THE pggy

-~ 'WOMEN WORKERS AND NIGHT DUTY *

ter ensuring that the employer puts in place
necessary safeguards for their safety and health.
It is this protocol that New Delhi is apparendy |
relying on to amend the Factories Act but it is
not clear if a bipartite agreement at the industry
or unit level will be required as a precondition.

It is important that women workers are pro-
vided opportunities to work at night in estab-
lishments suited to their skills, and removing the
ban could be a significant step towards empo-
wering women. Inexplicably, so important a re-
form has not been debated widely or examined
at the tripartite Indian Labour Conference. Two
other caveats need to be entered. First, the over-
all needs of the economy are not quite obvious
and it is unclear in which industries specifically
women will be in demand to work night shifts. It
will be unfortunate if a change in the law were to
lead to the proliferation of sweatshops employ-
ing women in night shifts, whether in garments
or consumer electronics or in other areas. More
important, the record of States in enforcing the
existing safeguards for women workers, such as
the provision of créches for children or materni-
ty benefits, is far from inspiring. Allowing wom-
en to work at night will need additional
safeguards relating to their physical security,
transport, health, and occupational safety. It is :
imperative that these do not exist just on paper.
While opening up new economic opportunities
for women workers, the Government should
strengthen, not dilute in any way the spetial
protective role of factory legislation.
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" TWO FACES OF PAKISTAN
 Women'’s sport ban

= g 1y <
protesters flogged

Lahore: A leading Pakistani
women’s rights activist on
Sunday accused police of be-
ating her and a group of sup-
porters after they tried to ho-
1d a run to protest a ban on
females participating in
some sports.

Asma Jehangir, the former
chief of the Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan,
and about 35 other people
were detained on Saturday
as they prepared for their
protest in Lahore.

Police released all the de-
tainees later in the day with-
out charge.

Authorities banned wom-
en from competing in foot ra-
ces after Islamic hard-liners,
who regard women's partici-
pation in sports as against Is-
lam, attacked runners at a
similar event last month.

Jehangir vowed to hold an-
other protest run next week-
end. “Our women activists

were pulled by the hair. They
were dragged along the road.
They were beaten up severe-
ly. Their clothes were torn.
They are all innocent peo-
ple,” she said. “We are plann:
ing to stage another symbol
ic marathon next Saturday.”

Police denied abusing the
detainees and said officers
had protected the protesters
from being attacked by mem:
bers of an Islamic religious
group who had gathered tc
oppose the run.

“We put them into
protective custody. We did
not torture them,” said
Lahore police officer Aftab
Cheema.

Among those arrested Sat-
urday was Danyal Ali Has-
san of the New York-based
Human Right Watch, who
had been doing research on
human rights in Pakistan.
He said he was also beaten by
police while in custody. a

4

Police personnel stle Jehangir at Saturday’s protst
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Staff Reporter

NEW DELHE: Outraged at the in-
creasing number of rape cases in
the Capital, social activists from

various organisations have
called for a joint protest demon-
stration on Friday.

Labelling Delhi as the “Rape
Capital”, social activists from or-
ganisations like the Delhi unit of
the All-India Democratic Wom-
ens’ Association, Centre of Indi-
an Trade Unions, Students’
Federation of India and Demo-
cratic Youth Federation of India
have placed the blamed on Delhi
police and Union Government.

Criticising the Home Ministry
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for “conﬁnmg itself to nt}xal ex
pressions of regret at such
crimes”, the activists have listed
a series of demands that would
be raised during that protest
demonstration.

The demands include imme-
diate suspension of the “police-
men responsible for the criminal
delay” in the recent incident in-
volving a Delhi University stu-
dent.

They have also asked that po-
lice stations and officers to be
made accountable for such
crimes taking place in areas un-
der them.

“Any laxity on their part in
dealing with crimes against

1Protest against rising rape cases
| gocial activists term Delhi as the ‘Rape Cap /ta|'

K \'"'Y{v \'& , &(
\q‘\‘f \

women must invite disciplinary
action against them,” said a
\press release issued by them.

The demands include that the
police must ensure regular pa-
trolling and prompt response to
reports of such incidents and all
efforts should be made to appre-
hend the accused at the earliest.
They have also asked for the
most stringent punishment for
the accused.

Finally, they have also said
that the Home Ministry must
regularly monitor performance
of the Delhi police in dealing
with crimes against women and
ensure the safety of women in
the Capital.

i
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Raje ‘supporting’ sati, *

alleges Congres

9. Satran e
g 7

Ly ~Las

‘She had prayed at the Rani Sati temple in Jhunjhunnu twice'

N
Special Correspondent

JAIPUR: After the women’s orga-
nisations and the activist groups,
the Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee has now charged the Rajas-
than Chief Minister,
Vasundhara Raje, of taking a
pro-sati stance. By keeping a
‘stony silence’ over various de-
velopments related to sati tem-
ples and Deorala sati over the
past one year, the Chief Minister
had been extending indirect
support to glorification of sati,
the party charged.

The chief spokesperson of the
PCC, Chandrashekhar Baid, said
in a statement here on Thursday
that the latest on the series of
actions glorifying sati had been
the advertisements inserted by
the Government in various
newspapers in the State on the
launch of the proposed Rani Sati
Nagar in the capital. After real-
ising the mistake, the colony’s
name was changed to Rani Nagar
though in the Government re-

cords the name remained un-
changed, he said.

Charging the State Govern-
ment with the violation of the
provisions of the Sati Preven-
tion Act 1987 by getting publish-
ed such an advertisement,
Dr.Baid said the Urban Devel-
opment Minister, Pratapsingh
Singhvi should be dismissed for
this.

Dr.Baid charged that Ms.Raje
had been “glorifying sati” since
she took over as president of the
Bharatiya Janata Party in the
State in 2002. “Ms.Raje had
prayed at the Rani Sati temple
in Jhunjhunnu during her ‘Pari-
vartan yatra’ prior to the As-
sembly elections. After winning
the elections, during her
thanksgiving ‘yatra’ as the Chief
Minister, she again ‘glorified’ sa-
ti at a public meeting held in
Jhunjhunnu,” he charged.

“The State Government’s
stand on glorification of sati is
clear from the fact that it is not
going for an appeal in the High

Court against the acquittal i1
January 2004 of those chargec
with glorification of sati in the
wake of Roop Kanwar’s death ir
Deorala,” Dr.Baid charged. The
Government also failed to stoy
glorification of sati in July 2004
in Jhunjhunnu when it allowed
the construction of an entrance
for Khemi sati in Jhunjhunnu,
he pointed out.

Citing the latest on the sati
front in Rajasthan, Dr.Baid said
the Government had failed to
take any pro-active step to stop
a sati planned in Sumel in Pali
in March this year. Only after
several women organisations
made a hue and cry, the Govern-
ment had acted, he charged.

Dr.Baid termed the Ms. Raje’s
silence over the matter indicat-
ing her ‘complicity’. “Ms.Raje
owed an explanation to the peo-
ple as her silence would give the
impression that she was sup-
porting the glorification of this
decadent and now unlawful
practice,” he noted.
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Rapist offers m“ar?iqge to evade ;ﬂ}nishment

AErutal rapist has added insult to injury by propositioning
is victim after he was found guilty and before the addi-
tional sessions judge could sentence him. The convict, a ward
boy at Delhi hospital, offered to marry his victim, a nurse
whom he raped and partially blinded in the struggle, as “no
one else would” do so! It is possible to quote cases where the
offender has offered to marry his victim during trial and the
girl’s family has accepted and courts have acquitted the ac-
cused. Bhura, the convict in this case waited till the last min-
ute in an obvious attempt to avoid going to jail. The victim
has shown exemplary courage throughout the trial extending
over a year and a half and in rejecting the marriage proposal

Adding insult to jgjury

in disgust.

Indian law does not permit plea bargaining or deal-mak-
ing. The rapist’s crass attempt to escape punishment did not
work and he has properly been sentenced to life imprison-
ment. But the fact that the judge asked the victim to respond
to the convict’s offer has shown the insensitivity with which
rape cases are dealt with. It is assumed that marital rape can-
not happen. Non-consensual sex with a woman is rape whe-
ther it is within the legal confines of a marriage or not, and it
is time that the legal system and society at large recognises
this and treats rape victims with the sensitivity they deserve.
The victim suffers sufficient trauma, both physical and emo-
tional at the time the crime is committed, and it takes a lot
of courage to face social stigma and come forward to get jus-
tice. Let the law not make a mockery of her pain by allowing
such mala fide and denigrating pleas. Rapists should not be
allowed to use marriage as an excuse to evade punishment.
What sort of married life can the victim look forward to from
a man who does not respect her and who has treated her so
brutally before marriage?



Al Al @Al |

@

f orext 7o & ) @z A, @
‘“’ﬁ@ &3K) wHE S| g Toge-
O AT A LT 9o3
> (e’ A, i weihe @ @me g% sirwa A
2|meﬁ%m 7o TR (reWl-(Rew At
AT FoMER M B v eifves aom aiie a5
R | SR g il YT TSR f2e @ 759 379
TEed AR 51T, @ 97 g WA TP AT WewT JY
i wisrE re 2@ HTetR | WA At TR
I&Y 2 W, AT g oAt avfere fort, B 997 o)
e =it 9o 9w sioR B, “arNErs = B @R
NPT & 1 feet - afere  wan oz wracz) AR @3t
9 MR AN G AR (@A R awa e @ @
AN Wfowew IFreR  wwE awH RN sifFaica
GITI- B! BT WCZN O oA~ (IR B (IS 409 Al (9l
AR S3 T9w siet e @|e FENHE A TN 20w A, T3
@eq THT W woy 0 @ Wpl ATe A 20|
s, o4 Afm @l @9 g W wie geonz Be
AT A S Tore [ewa W S T, R srete wiosjel
#19 fRCaTen R A o o B 7o v st o s
GINITTE T et e o o1 T SE qars oy @ [CE A
IR TR SR SR Cwras MeY @S (0 207 (51w
ST 2 1 # “AfFea s wews 922 cors
DI N P90 (7 (IR =
TR AFNE WA TS AT

i 58 @ o =i a;zf% Wﬁ'ﬁ@(ﬁj‘mfﬁq‘@
[T O To= AIF ey e
amt:?@mmmmﬁ%ﬁ. Cﬁl\gﬁsﬂ ALF] T
GF AT /| (7 A9 (eEale T
& i 3T — SR Rew (@ #1% Cre 2
mﬁwgww M@lai meq
(NS MIANNG SIS FEo—— s

fr oy vl W sy TN et ‘W (ﬂ:@)
emfe-9a o2 @, RE ﬁa:;tn‘?{qmmn
RN AR MRS Rra Bl
(R Ty N PRI oo ﬁwmﬂ]l

f%—@la.li‘w

AIfRrA? G ofeam SRR
WA AAR 00N FE Te e
(/TF AT ey 2Afsqm oAt |
AT IYMAY  ANGATHT WIS
(OITAI (bF1 FTATRA | Y AR *ifwe-Reandl ace sr=fes B
7 20 Flles 1@ oPE @3 zcae) Waw T site fiare
ST RET ot MWl v, @ Aew A G
Ifca ficarg, o3 fofid Rraa et T
Bif% ue T 9wrE) wefe T IR B w1 W
S T T A A s A 6l TS, Firm AR oAl
froy R eavs Sftm wien e wize v g s g
uefe ae A @ A AW goEe wETE & A el
SIS w1 S | e Fare e @ ieha e
Q@ sfewels fes T @ Romefs 7 wwe 13 Rometfod
Mg e witag g s, ofowa @% ¢ ey St
QA 2ol e sidleeE Aifer 1eme IR firs fioe fire)
A— 9 O (A0 A TS Y (1% N 93 WG © @ 8 41
R @rite, o &% 2@ (ol wpd® v 9w @ @ Bota
e 7w, “fft 2iTe o oer  covaren, Grefm xR wifER
R SR ORI, wM IR tofd Fwree werm) adwy
0 I A 2l B | e et @3 e @ams
AR, oM [y (@A W wRe e @ 9] S
ACHR PP T TR, (@S A @ orgew, Rcam s
GRCHOG (T A OANTAA (5T Sfgmed Zevai1s T 2721 @ ot

=

%
Afew @ i, 39, 4 R
W RexR sifgead (@)
RS FANT G I Loz
TACS TS W g

& (TTNE SEE (BITY #19 @
A N4 291 (@ 519 (rew
T IR AN (9T (6T 7
TSI T8 (@) G Tl
REIERR-T I et
ol J11 e wv i@
TANER BT T =, wn3wg
IO Sl 20 AT A FE
Teq wrare KAy =iz @ o=,
R 7 @121 s A o
= &2 T i sim
e 9w 99z, 9 71y ) o=
I SRS |

A RN g e
FIBICT Sob5-(8 Mg Bey
T 9 @i AfaAna SR
sfd = o2 SfifBe el
TR ool W 1, ored Al
1T REr caRen TS 701
Ao wrafes, ofww w
e o1z e 3l @ wrore
OR <l Reae wiest stz
Tor fifm wace @, aEd
G 07 Diczetst wpiomers
I A8 | I w1 e

9 WA, W, qrel

Ffare Foifem w1

AT T SifEs i T
o @ 303 Ml 20w, ©y W
T R fog wace s =,
Fl AT I AT T, B
AGHPATD 2ife SI olloln
Aewel 9Ra) REw qiwnm
T A3 T2 N TS ((FIres
@R fFs) @3, 51w catieTa
43 IABISNT T I Ao
o AT, A (FIhA e
] (B BY T TS ZEA?
A Qe g6 ARgE
TIEA SRHA! O e W
TR SIRPTAAN Ao e & a1,
@ TR (olTarEA ©f wwa Wi
TEEfe T s & 9, @ 79
@ Fa (@ 1 Tormra’ T
SAe7E & A GeIS! I e
W, O T WO AR
TR (FeTF eReTTIe T

Y GBI 2| W oA
] TR IAAIL 3 20 @
a%msmﬁmﬂmw
12O AN, ©f LA #4d (rel-
CTETR O3 A SR 7 @ ?



fafarE

5, Merorzif,

ﬁw@ﬁmﬂmm

o fa, Taifwie o
mmammq““wgﬁ
I 65! FIow |
fofer TTONCTS AR TR
ﬁﬁmﬁa¢ﬂm5®@

ﬁ‘ﬁ@‘i W S
Wmmﬁcww
a7 3fF oz e IE o
WWW TE| GRS CRTER
47o IO STUCT Aere offe
3 FarrasdiE TE TR
_Wmﬁmwﬁm[
Fhimg Teraa) Bifaes e
Q@ & 39 A o @i IEN

10 MAY 7005

9{1’?\@@_‘4 W m‘ W
Afim ¢ epicrE nARTS
SR FNY SO Y TF AT
QY I WIS Bt FCATES
fofy arumm afel aWm
sfEera wferalsl @rema &0
a7 FArTe o [ERe w9
Qe fef

LEisat b\{mu‘lzﬁwm
siejarge e off Tl e AYIZ
o foered 4% AGE
RernATe ot w0 av w0
FoEel oLt wieyw
S N A IS
m@mc@em,

Mﬁwﬁ?g@@?mﬁ;
ity ST Sits i @ anfecs
Wmmwﬁmwﬁﬁﬁ
w§fee 04 ST 20AT, A
23 wieye ol GAE =AIe
ST KA A FORwS
ﬁt‘ﬂ kgt WWWI W-
sjfiestera @l v Al 9
Cﬂ?ﬁﬂ.aﬁﬁawﬁcmam
Cﬁﬁgcﬁm‘

e SEeTeE e
72 ST T R TR B
{ﬁ; (EE G WRm—
cfim grzved W R i
ﬁﬂ-fr’ W[ W e
G S GPATE o (IS 19
sifemi) e o3 R -\ fo
BT "Ciﬂfﬁﬁm.

ANADADI:\LI \f\ i v LGiNA




* 9OUBIOUS] $S048,, 03 a0
SBM WSIDNLID 91} JO Yyonuwt Sut
-Aes Ioyine sy} paoyoa bipeg
aqley eueMEK JLI3I0 BIYS
AJUNWIWIOD 843 JO justl
-Tamoda oY) Ul  8UO0ISIIW,,
® DWDUYDDYIU Y} POULII}
posteN BUIZ[) I9QUIBW PIBOq
WSO pue JI91IM npin
AIUNOI 83U}
U1 SWISh JO s103edipul 91
-WoU009-01008 Sutpresaad pue
SUOT}IPUOD [L1J08 JO 1X3IU0D
9y} Ut uaas aq pmoys dais sy}
ey} punois uo pupuynRyIUu
[9poul 81} pusjep 0} penuruod
Joaamoy ‘sisteuoriiped,
pres ay . K1asdoad Teanmotx
-3e U1 Ja3ySnep e Jo a1eys ay}
saansua Jeys mef ayj pessed Ap
-1808J }] "SMe] 9Bl 0} Jamod
8y sey 1] mef se bopog ofdLyy
ueq poys preoq sYlL,
‘1 surese Su
-i3sa103d SIYM PIBOq 3} JO A}
LIOYINE Y3 308{a.1 01 A10301pEI

puuyppy1u ui sajoy spId

U0 Sem 3 pres [ewey] ing
‘pres ueebsny
Jaaunu wyou 0y paeog
AND  DWDUYDDYIU  WNEH,
‘pres ueyy |, BIpaul sy}
pue sanixed Teontjod Aq padaoy
-Ulad UOQOU € ‘90[0A WIS
a3 JO sAjEIULSAIdaI a8 A9U}
TRy} SI uon3daouoosTul J8Ylo
AL, 'Me[ JO 9[nI 31} ST pIom
S} pue Aunod ay) ul swig
-SNIAl 10J Apoq Suryeur-mef sy}
ST pIeoq ayl Jeif} uondaouod
-STUWI UOUIWOD € ST aJay],,,
AJPUNOD Y}
UL SWISNA JO BOT0A 3ATIRIUDS
-aadaa 9y} paeoq 9y} sem Jou
“paeoq oYy Aq A10jepuew apeul
Jou sem 1 9snedeq ssapuiod
OS[E Sem DwpuUYnLYIU Y}
pres ueys{iocoN pue UeMSIN
-9-ZRBMY JO UBYUY] BUISEH
“Jey3 uo Surdeanooius Jou st
pieoq a3 g Fomod ayy 18y pe
-Jueas sey puedgsny I8y Ji 901
-QATP 01 IS s uewiom 9y} st

yorym ‘zrnvi-a-bojoy J0j duiss
-3Jd aae suoljesiuedio sy,
"Jey} MOT[e JOU PIP MeToTie]
-S] SB 30I0AIP ¥89s 10U PMod
3YS JoASMOH "eshoy] a3 Jo 1o
dais J9y 191 30U PINom g us
-IPTIYO oM} 181} IO Jay utelut
-BUI JOU PINO2 oym el pasord
-WIPUM 1k 0} 9FBLITeW Po-Jesl
2T I3y Inoqe pey[el ays se sqos
0JUL 9¥04q ‘ZNI) BlUES WOoIJ
JoyIom-pesq B ‘weaweys
UM
soryrjod UBLIEIDES JO IsSnEd
-9q ysnoayjs 3t ysnd 10U pinod
mq ‘wIojel [eal Jo A31ss808u
9y} mes paeoq Y} U0 sisquIstu
[enp1aiput jey3 pappe oH
‘pres ay  ‘uoneq)
-1qae 98eLirew Ul Alosndutod
UOTIUSAIDIUL 1LINO0D 3PRUI dABY
JO J1 pauueq JaU3is asey pLiomn
QY3 UT SSLIJUN0J OTUIels] 17 pue
JrueIN®-un st 3, ‘boyoy 91dLxy
U0 3AIseAd 8utaq J0] A[3U04)S
pIeoq oyl PesNiIId ‘9dioA

9jeJepoll aI0W B puB ISTU
-WN[oo ¢ ‘Tewey] uessey
anoy ayy jo
Posu aY1 ST [eMeIPUIIM BII{0S
-(Je SIT STIUM ATXes[0 31 Uotjuatl
UdA? J0U S0P paeoq a8y} pres
‘BIpU] UT SMe] [eitrews o1e[s]
JO asnedsq patajns aAey oym

¢ uoneiqie
obenew ul
Aiosindwiod
uoljuanIdjul
}4N0J Spew aAey
10 }| pauueq
Jaylie aAey pliom
9y} Ul SaLIUN0D
olwejs| pg pue
aueIND-UN S}

UBWIoM SUTPR{OUT A3UNUILOD
3y} JO SJoquratll [B19AdS

“30JO0ATD 3998 03 JyS1I 9y}

uawom uraif jou pue borog

o1diny ay3 SurpioAe I0j 3ov)
-Je Jepun jsouwt sem it ing

“$31q ol

nunuypoyIu Yy Jo Adod e a0}

JOTPRION

‘IS1A130B  Jeyjoue ‘ueebsnpy
se ‘pres ueyaliooN ,Anunod
3y Jo wgIsAs [eroipn{ xer
-n29s ay} 03 pasoddo se ‘9Fetx
-Jewr 119y} Uo uorjexiiqe 10}
sepjLIoOyInNe WSHA 0} uany
0} 9]dnoo e sadrINOdUL pIeoq
1]} 1By} ST DWDUYDDYIU A} JO
aJnjeaj sanieSeu J9yjouy,
(searje]al pue sjusted ey
1991 0} POMOTTR 8¢ PNOYS afIm
3y} ‘seslae pasdu oy} UsyM)
. Duap pbnowt vy 1pBOIMW 35 U0
-ADDPIIYSLA WILIDYOUL ANV UD
-K10PHDM IVA004DZ 3GZVH,
(Anqesoeds
-1 pue Jnouoy Jey noqe
snonned £194 aq pInoys ays)
, DUy 10zZDfiy Yooy 1iood
DY NAQOY AND J0221 1Wdy,,
(no guiddeys
210Jeq pueqsniy 3y} Jo UOISSI
-38d 9t} 8¥¥) PTNOYS BJ1M STLL)
Jbuvnf 3s 10zl 1y JOYNDYS
07 oy DUDD[ DUDD UIYDY,,
. =1 (pueqsny sy}

P
)

0} JUsIP8qo aq PMOYsS Sfim
BYL) . DUIDY LIDPIDGOULIDS
13§81 Ulawd uopnq ZIDDL,,

(.. Jo1pl,, 10§
pueqsny a8y} Jo pasu a3} Inoqe
31BJOPISU0D 9q PINOYS ajim oY)
‘atqissod se Iej SY) ouyyns
ZUDYY) DY JOYDDI 1Y L0YNDYS
oY upywnul ypy uvyop,

"pres £s1f} ‘ustiom J0J Suot}
“epUSWIWCI8  FUIMOT[0] 9U}
SUTRIUCD DUDUYDDYIU ST,

“SWITSNIA Uetpu] Juasaidag
J0U pIp 31 Suides Apaoyme sjt
pue pIeoq mef auf) pajosfes osfe
sis1anzoR oy, ‘Jo Aingd usaq
sAemre set] paeoq mef a3 Suryy
-al10s — AUASOSIW JO 0B UR
seMm 11 PIes ays ‘DuoUYDDYIU
ayy wioJy sepdurexs SUBD

JArunu
107 9y} astoRsy S 18ylanj oste
pInom ng ‘uswiom WISnN
Jo sydia eyl Sururiiispun
days epeaSonat e aq A[Uo 10U pl
-noMm S1Y3 T8AIMOH,, HIOMISN

10 MAY 2085

THE TELEGRALI

SISy s.Ustopy Wrshiy oyl
Jo ueyS[I00N pIes ., ‘Dunuyon
31U OU3 YIIM SIGSTI S, UUIOM 10
-230ad pInom preoq mey [euosI
-ad ay3 yetp padoy pey om,,
*a1qeIdaooe Jou sem ‘paeoq o)
£q  AJeuolnjoasl,, se payno
‘(30e13U00 aferIaew) DUoUYY
-Dy1u 93 Aym. Jno pajurod sI9
-yeads a} ‘UQWIOA) JO UOTSSS
-1ddQ IsUre3V w0 pue mey
pue SSIY ueWwn J0J s1UD
erpuy ‘stfe ‘fromisN SIS
-1 S.,USUWIOM WIITSNIA] Y3 AQ P9
-T7e9 90UIJUOD SMBU B 1Y
AIeUo1}oBal PUE Usliom-1pue
AQyueierq Sureq J10J 3T powure[s
suorjestuedio syysiax wewmny
pUE SUsIOM [elasss ‘preod
Me] [PUosSIdd WISNA BIPUL
TV 21 £g oam ISe| pasesiald
DUDUYDDYTU TSPOL 3L} SPAIYS
our §uries], :6 A ‘Tequumiy

VAUVHOVLLVHYE
'S VIATHANVHD

IpesLI( SIYSRY



U.N. official lauds India

Staff Correspondent .\\\ﬁ"

NEW DELHI: “India has made tre-
mendous progress in the field of
.women’s development, if reser-
vation in the Panchayati Raj In-
stitutions and promoting the
concept of gender budgeting are
any indication,” the United Na-
tions Development Fund for
Women (UNIFEM) executive
director, Noeleen Heyzer, has
said.

Addressing a press conference
here on Monday, Ms. Heyzer
said it was heartening to know
that 22 States and 18 Depart-
ments had been asked to incor-
porate gender perspective in
budgeting.

She singled out as memorable
her work with Indian Railways
employees through a special

{0 MY 200

‘Tremendous progress in women's development'’ v
N

HIV/AIDS awareness and pre-
vention programme at Vijayawa-
dajunction, Andhra Pradesh.

The programme was launched
three years ago for the 1.8 million
railway employees and about a
million people who use this junc-
tion.

“We seem to have broken the
stigma and the labour unions
now want us to accelerate our
work,” she said.

According to her, the Railways
has initiated a policy of adminis-
tering free treatment to HIV/
AIDS employees or by supplying
cheap drugs.

Families of the railway em-
ployees are involved in the cam-
paign in a big way.

“Outside the junction, the pro-
gramme has helped in creating
hundreds of young men and

O
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women leaders in schools and
colleges who now have an open
dialogue on the issue which was
taboo a few years ago,” Ms.
Heyzer said.

She said that a three-day U.N.
regional conference on “Devei-
opment Effectiveness Through
Gender Mainstreaming” begin-
ning Tuesday would seek to as-
sess progress towards gender
equality and rural poverty re-
duction, based on case studies
and analysis of experiences of
rural women in South Asian
countries.

It will also try to identify pol-
icy options, which the Govern-
ments can consider in
mainstreaming gender in devel-
opment programmes for the
achievement of Millennium De-
velopment Goals.



“Govt wants Women’s

/B

NEW DELHI, May 8. — Union
home minister Mr Shivraj Patil
today reiterated that the Centre
is committed to passing the
women’s reservation Bill He
also said that the government
will bring in more Bills to sup-
port women'’s empowerment.
Speaking at the Saarc confer-
ence on women parliamentari-
ans and NGOs, Mr Patil said the
government was “working to
build a consensus among all
political parties for the purpose
of getting the women’s Bill
passed in Parliament”. He said

the democratjc system would
onlywlécthened if there

ill pass

ed: Patil

was greater representation of |
women at the highest levels of |
decision-making. |

Minister of state for women
and child development Ms
Kanti Singh said the govern-
ment was talking to political
parties so that the Bill could be
introduced in the next parlia-
mentary session. She said a Bili
against domestic violence on
women was being prepared and
such a legislation would give
women a way out of the harass-
ment meted out to them in their
households. She said amend-
ments to other Acts like the
Hindu Marriage Act and
Prevention of Immoral Traf-
ficking of Women Act were
being prepared.
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Sexual harassment
cases ofi the rise

UP, Haryana top list, Lakshadweep safest

NEW DELHi: Women in Uttar Pra-
desh and Haryana are increas-
ingly becoming victims of sexual
harassment, if the increase in
the number of cases registered
in this regard is anything to go
by.

yAccordmg to latest official fig-

ures, the number of cases of sex-
' warr aarassment reported in

Haryana jumped by more than
three times between 2001 and
2003, up from 401 to 1,302.

In Uttar Pradesh, 4,970 such
cases were registered in 2003,
nearly twice as many recorded in
2001 (2,575).

However, there was a sharp
decline in the number of rape
cases in the state, according to
the figures tabled in Parliament.

While 1,958 rape cases were
registered in 2001, the figure
came down to 1,415 and 911 in
the two successive years.

Overall too, crime against
women registered in Uttar Pra-
desh nearly halved in the three

09 MAY 2035

years, falling from 20,227 to
12,840.

Tamil Nadu also showed a sig-
nificant fall in such cases, down
from 10,111 in 2001 to 8,888 in
2008.

In the national capital Delhi,
however, there was a sharp in-
smrace.ir ey ulcrine against
women, especially of cruelty by
husband or his relatives.

While 2,291 cases were regis-
tered in 2001, the number went
up to 3,282 two years later -- up
41 per cent. Cases of cruelty by
husband or his relatives showed
a 777 per cent increase, up from
138 in 2001 to 1,211 in 2003.

According to the figures, And-
hra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra and Rajasthan, be-
sides Uttar Pradesh, had report-
ed more than 10,000 cases of
crimes against women in 2003.

Andhra Pradesh had the du-
bious distinction of recording
the most cases for a single state
or Union territory -- 18,382,

" oy

which was 13 per cent of the
1,40,601 such cases recorded
across the country.

However, cases under Immor-
al Trafficking Protection Act
(ITPA) in the state decreased
from 1,332 to 349 between 2001
and 2003.

The Union territory of Laksh-
adweep appeared to be the safest

for women with just four cases of
crimes against them recorded in
2003.

Among the states, the honour
went to Nagaland with just 25
cases.

In fact, the Union territories
and north-eastern states, other
than Assam, seemed to be
havens of safety for women with
none of them recording more !
than 150 cases in 2003.

There was not a single case of
dowry death or sexual harass-
ment in Arunachal Pradesh, Ma-
nipur, Mizoram, Sikkim, Daman
and Diu and Lakshwadeep. --
PTI




12 Sunpay TMES OF INpia Mumbai, May 8, 2005

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Conspiracy Of Silence

Rape is not just a big city problem, it often has nothing to do with lust either
and the victims certainly don't ‘invite’ it. Sunday Times explodes some myths

N

J/

Shankar Raghuraman

t’s a crime in which the accused
is innocent till proven guilty, but
the victim is guilty from the mo-
ment it is reported. That atti-
tude is what underlines the
problem of rape in India and the
statistics that characterise it. What's
reported is bad enough. Official data
shows that two women are raped some-
where in India every hour. In fact, one
in every five is not even a woman, but
a child. .

The reality, all women’s groups aver,
is much, much worse. As Flavia Agnes,
lawyer and secretary of Majlis, a
Mumbai-based group, puts it: “What
you see is just the tip of the iceberg.”
But how massive is the iceberg? A sur-
vey done in Punjab a few years ago
came up with the shocking finding
that for every case reported, 68 go un-
reported. The exact number may be
disputed, but the fact that only a tiny
fraction of rapes actually comes to
light is universally acknowledged.

As long as victims are treated as
guilty by society, that reality cannot
change. CPM polithburo member Brin-

2 RAPES
TAKE
PLACE
EVERY <.
HOUR IN
INDIA

<

1IND ¢

N NICTIMS IS

A CHILD

19 OUT OF
20 RAPE
ACCUSED
WALK FREE

IN 2002,

POLICEMEN
~~WERE
TRIED FOR
CUSTODIAL
RAPE; ONLY
4 WERE
CONVICTED

MUMBAI, APRIL 21, 2005: A
17-year-old college student was
taking a stroll down Marine Drive
with two male friends. They were
spotted by beat constable Sunil
More who summoned them to
the police chowki. After scaring
the boys away, he allegedly took
the girl inside, locked the door
and raped her. The incident
shocked the city; Mumbai police
called it “most shameful” and
“an individual act of aberration”.

‘DELHI DOESN'T TREAT

WOMEN WITH RESPECT’

| belong to Ranchi and have
been to all the four metros, but
Delhi is the most unsafe. Even
a simple thing like walking or
crossing the road is fraught
with danger. You could have
men following you in a car or

B gesticulating at you. In buses
you have them rubbing against
you. This city does not treat
women with respect. I'm
scared to be out after 8 pm.
When | came here, my friends
advised me to keep safety-pins
for security! What you really
need is to be on your guard.

Arani Sinha
MA (Political
Science), JNU, Delhi

I do worry a

Renu Tahim
Mother of two
daughters, Delhi

‘WHEN MY DAUGHTERS COME
HOME, | SAY A LITTLE PRAYER’

ry even if the girls are late by
half-an-hour. But of course we
have to let them go — to col-
lege, for work, to meet friends.
Nidhi, my younger daughter,
goes to college in an auto so
’'m more worried about her
than about Neha who now
drives to work. But she is not
safe either. How can any
mother feel secure when even
policemen can turn rapists? So
every evening, when my girls
come back home, | say a silent
little prayer thanking God.

da Karat points out that accusations
about “dressing provocatively” are not
the only ones rape victims have to face.
Questions are also raised about what
they were doing at the scene of the
crime at the given time. Innuendo
about the victim having had clandes-
tine relations with the accused is com-
monplace tco. In general, the notion
that the victims have somehow “invit-
ed” rape is depressingly widespread.
It is not surprising, therefore, that
most people see rape as largely a mod-
ern urban evil. Nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth. Of the 15,856 rape
cases reported in India in 2003, just
1,336 — or less than 9% — came from
the 35 cities with a population of more

DELHI, oct 14, 2003: it re-
mains one of the Capital’s infa-
mously unresolved cases. A 36-
year-old Swiss diplomat was ab-
ducted — and raped — in her
own car, near Siri Fort Auditori-
um. The woman had just come
out after watching a movie and
was unlocking her car when two
youths snatched the keys and -
forced her inside. While one of
the men drove the car around
South Delhi, the other raped her.

than a million according to the 2001
census. Over 90% of the cases were in
small towns and villages, where dress-
es would pass the most exacting stan-
dards of cultural policemen. If we take
into account the fact that rural rape is
even more under-reported than the ur-
ban problem, the share of cases in the
countryside could be even higher.

That is not to understate the prob-
lem in the cities. Both Karat and Agnes
agree that domestic help and migrant
labourers are particularly vulnerable
to rape and least likely to report it.
“The more desperate the job situation,
the more vulnerable they are,” says
Karat. That most such cases involve
employers doesn’t help.

PHOTO: NEERAJ PAUL

AHMEDABAD, pkc 31,
2003: “This episode has tainted
the fair name of my family and
one cannot stop the public from
making dirty comments...,”
wrote Hetal Joshi (name
changed) in her suicide note. The
24-year-old was gangraped by
her lover and four others at a city
hotel on New Year’s eve. A week
later, she committed suicide. The
family blamed local police for in-
sensitive handling of the case.

lot. I begin to wor-

Charmayne Swain
Executive secretary
to the President,
Spirits Division, UB
Group, Bangalore

serted roads and still feel safe.
Travelling alone in Bangalore
is becoming quite worrying
nowadays. Today, miscreants
feel there is easy fun to be had
and harass women commuting
alone late at night. There are
those who try to frighten a
woman by driving slowly
alongside and making lewd
comments, honking or jeering.
But, if you are not perturbed,
they leave... In any case, secu-
rity must be beefed up.

Ritushree

The problem of child rape is also no-
ticeably more acute in cities. Less than
one in five cases nationally involved
girls below the age of 18 in 2003, but the
proportion for the million-plus cities
was as high as 43.4%. The reality may
be worse. Kavita Srivastava, an ac-
tivist closely involved with two centres
in Jaipur for victims of sexual vio-
lence, certainly thinks so. “Most par-
ents of sexually abused children who
come to us for help seek advice, but re-
fuse to get the case registered,” she
says.

What is seldom recognised is that
rape often is not about lust. “Assertion
of dominance and the concept of
teaching them a lesson is often the rea-
son,” Srivastava points out. She cites
the example of Bhanwari Devi, a Dalit
sathin who was raped by upper-caste
villagers for challenging moribund
customs like child marriage.

Karat agrees. “Women are taken to
symbolise the izzat of the community
and raping them is seen as the ulti-
mate humiliation that can be heaped
on one community by another. Far
from according them respect, this
strange notion of izzat makes them
more prone to sexual abuse.” If a boy
from one community elopes with a girl
from another, men from the girl’s bi-
radari “avenge” the insult by raping a
woman from the boy’s family Rape
thus becomes intrinsic to communal
and caste clashes.

And how does the criminal justice
system deal with the crime? Activists
are unanimous: The record is pathetic.
National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) data shows that over 18,100
people were tried for rape in 2003 but
only 4,645 were convicted. That's a con-
viction rate of just over 25%. But,
says Agnes, the real figure may be
closer to 5%. How’s that? First, the
NCRB figures pertain only to cases
brought to trial, while many are
dropped ostensibly for lack of evi-
dence even before the trial stage. Fur-
ther, many will go in appeal to a high-
er court and ultimately get off. “Some-
thing like 95% of those convicted at
the sessions court level appeal in a
higher court. On the other hand, only
in the rarest of cases does the
state challenge an acquittal,” points

out Agnes.

What explains the low conviction
rate? The mindset of the police, sec-
tions of the judiciary and the law it-
self, the activists will tell you.

Delhi police commissioner K K Paul
argues that with 95% of rapes involv-
ing people known to the victim, pre-
vention is extremely difficult. Kanwal-
jeet Deol, who headed the Delhi Po-
lice’s crime against women cell for
many years agrees, but feels the po-
lice’s ability to provide confidence to
the victims through quick and thor-
ough investigation is crucial. Paul
says the rise in reported cases reflects
increasing confidence in the police.

Yet, in 2002, there were 147 police-
men facing charges of custodial rape.
Of the 132 that were tried during the
year, only four were convicted. Of the
15 cases left pending for 2003, none
were convicted. Those figures do little
to enhance confidence about the po-
lice’s attitude to rape.

This attitude becomes particularly
important because, as Agnes points
out, “if the initial investigation in-
cluding the medical examination is
not properly done, proving the charge

Almost half the victims
of rape in million-plus
cities are minors

beyond reasonable doubt becomes ex-
tremely difficuit.” Srivastava laments
the fact that the process is unkind to
the victim. For instance, the absence of
injury is taken as evidence against
rape, ignoring the fact that rape may
often involve coerced consent.

The law itself restricts the defini-
tion of rape to penile penetration of
the vagina. Forced oral or anal sex is
not included. These and procedural
lacunae have been repeatedly raised
by women’s organisations and a
public interest litigation by Sakshi led
to the Law Commission recommend-
ing some changes (not entirely to the
satisfaction of women’s groups), but
the Sexual Assault Bill that was to
have resulted from the process re-
mains stillborn.

Beneath it all lies a conspiracy of si-
lence that envelopes all of us. As Karat
puts it: “More women are killed or in-
jured in sexual assault than through
terrorism. Yet, how often have you
seen the issue debated in Parliament
or figuring on political agendas?”

@ With inputs from Megha Suri

Aamchi Mumbai all shook up

Nitasha Natu & Rukmini Shrinivasan

April 26: A 22-year-old housewife was
gangraped at Kanjur Marg over a fam-
ily feud.

April 29: A 13-vear-old mentally chal-
lenged girl in Chembur was raped by
an unidentified youth while her mother
was away on work.

May 3: A toddler was raped by a 37-
year-old teacher who saw her playing
outside her house. Only a week earlier,
another toddler was raped by her
neighbour at Wadala Truck Terminus.

ven as Mumbai struggles to
E come to terms with the rape of a
teenager by a policeman on Ma-
rine Drive, statistics tell a stunning
tale. In the first quarter of the year,
crimes against women have shot up by
an average of 22%, with a majority of
them being rapes of minor girls (rise
of 32%). All of which lends weight to
what women in Mumbai are already
feeling — that the city is no longer the
safe space for women that it was.
While the police attribute it to the
increase in recording of offences, ac-
tivists say a low conviction rate em-
boldens criminals to commit more
crimes. “The crime rate has risen
since there has been an actual in-
crease in crimes against women. The
offenders know they can get away with
the help of money, power or political

LUCKNOW,

MAY 2, 2005:
“They burnt the skin all over my
body with a cigarette lighter,”
said Zahira (name changed), re-
counting her horrific experience.
The 13-year-old maid servant
was on her way home when she
was abducted by three youths in
a car. She was tortured, gan-
graped and dumped by the road-
side, unconscious. Three sus-
pects were detained later but
have since been let off.

‘COMMUTING EVEN DURING
THE DAY IS A PROBLEM’

Lucknow is not safe for women
anymore. There have been
quite a few incidents of mo-
lestation and eve-teasing lately
and commuting even during
the day is a major problem.
One dare not go out alone after
dark. Even areas like Hazrat-

~ ganj, Kapoorthala and Am-
Chaturvedi N
PG Student inabad are not safe enough for
Lucknow a girl to move around freely.

What makes things worse is
the apathy of the authorities
who look for excuses to protect
the culprits. This attitude only
emboldens such people.

pull,” says Sandhya Gokhale of the Fo-
rum Against Oppression of Women.
“Besides, the humilation one faces
while attempting to get justice in court
could itself be a deterrent for vic-
tims.”

Says a counsellor from Tata
institute of Social Sciences, “Only
last week, I asked a 13-year-old girl to
complain to the cops against her fa-
ther after he beat her up black and
blue, in an inebriated state. She was
bleeding and had to be admitted to the
hospital. But the cops sent her back
home saying it would be an unneces-
sary hassle.”

Joint commissioner (crime) Meera
Borwankar says things are changing:
“Many more women complainants are
now coming up to me personally
Women are getting more confident and
this has resulted in a spurt of such
crimes getting reported.”

But women in Mumbai say their
faith in the city’s safety is slowly get-
ting eroded. “When I moved to Mum-
bai from Delhi, I was told I could trav-
el in trains at 1 am if I wanted,” says
graphic designer Samiksha Sharma.
“This was true for a while, then there
were some muggings and acid attacks
in trains. And then this police rape
case. I don’t know if I want a cop or not
in the compartment anymore, but I
know I'm no longer completely safe.”

L

BANGALORE, APRIL 24,
2005: A 28-year-old labourer
was gangraped by seven men on
the campus of Bangalore Univer-
sity. The woman and her sons,
aged 8 and 10, were offered a lift
in a taxi by four men. They were
taken to a secluded spot where
the woman was raped, while the
children were confined in the car.
The men then called three more
‘friends’ who took over. Four
suspects have been arrested.

‘LOCK YOUR CAR DOORS,
AVOID SECLUDED ROUTES’

Barring one-off incidents, Pune
| remains by and large a safe
city for women. They just need
to keep their wits about them.
I do not take any special pre-
cautions, except keeping my .
car doors locked while driving
in the evening, and taking
crowded routes instead of se-
cluded ones. Coliege girls may
get stared at and followed
around a bit. But that’s it.
Many girls here are looking
around for pepper spray. I'm
told it's a common self-
defence tool in the North.

Kavita Gogte
Insurance
Executive, Pune
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Laws change,

Islamabad, May 4 (Reuters):
Changing laws is the easy
part, changing attitudes is
something else.

Shameful stories in recent
days of horrific rapes in Pak-
istan and India, murders in
Afghanistan and an impover-
ished Bangladeshi mother of-
fering to sell an eye have all
underscored how far South
Asia has to go to give down-
trodden womenfolk justice.

Delegates from
Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, the Maldives,
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka were meeting in Islam-
abad this week for a confer-
ence to review how efforts
over the past decade to pro-
mote women’s agenda was far-
ing in a region rife with sto-

* ries of rapes, acid attacks, ho-

nour and dowry killings and
human trafficking.

“There’s a lot of law writ-
ing, standard setting, pro-
grammes being planned, but
is any of this making a differ-
ence on the ground situat-
jon?” Radhika Cooma-
raswamy, director of the In-
ternational Centre for Ethnic
Studies in Colombo, said.

“The biggest problem in
South Asia, we find, is that
people are using culture and
religion to deny women'’s
rights,” she said, adding that
this was regardless of
whether the reactionaries
were Hindu, Muslim or Bud-
dhist. She believed that South
Asian men felt threatened by
social and cultural changes,
partly spread by globalisation
and mass media, and women

Jail tolls for rapist,
not wedding bells

78

OUR CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, May 4: A ward
boy who raped and partly
blinded a nurse in a Delhi hos-
pital and two years later of-
fered to marry het, just before
the sentence against him was
to be read out, has been hand-
ed life imprisonment.

The victim shrugged off
the marriage proposal as a
“bogus offer” made to escape
punishment and demanded
that 24-year-old Bhura be
hanged.

Bhura was today sentenc-
ad to life imprisonment each
inder Section 376 of the IPC
or rape and Section 326 for

ausing grievous injury He
vas sent to jail for a year for
ausing illegal confinement.
\11 the sentences will run con-
urrently. The court also impo-
ed a fine of Rs 10,000. If he
ails to pay up, the rapist will
1ave to undergo three more ye-
irs of simple imprisonment.

The judge who had de-
erred his verdict yesterday,
after Bhura filed an applica-
tion offering to marry the vic-
tim “because no one else
would”, today said the propos-
al was made with a “mala fide
intention to evade the law”.

After convicting Bhura for
the brutal rape of the nurse,
then 19, during which he had
gouged out her right eye and
wounded the left, additional
sessipns judge JM. Malik was
about to announce the sen-
tence yesterday when Bhura’s
counsel said he wanted to
marry the victim.

A lawyer with the
victim after the
hearing. (PTD)

Examining the applica-
tion, the judge asked the vic-
tim and her parents to appear
before the court today to file
their reply. The court also re-
served the sentence for aday.

The nurse was on night
duty at the private Shanti
Mukund Hospital in east Delhi
in September 2003 when she
was assaulted.

., Looking after a comatose
patient, she awoke in the mid-
cle of the night to find the con-
vict trying to force himself on
her. When she resisted, Bhura
plunged his fingers into her
eyes, gouging out her right eye
and wounding the left. He then
dragged her to an adjacent bat-
hroom, raped her and locked

her ini She lay unconscious
and bled through the night.

When she was found, Shan-
ti Mukund Hospital did not
treat her and referred her in-
stead to Guru Tegh Bahadur
hospital, where doctors did
not attend to her for three
days.

As aresult of the delay, the
victim lost sight in her right
eye. She had to undergo four
major facial operations and
psychiatric treatment for de-
pression.

The victim, who appeared
in court with her parents, said
in an affidavit: “The convict
has committed a horrendous
crime which should not be re-
peated. After he was found
guilty, he is trying to escape
punishment with the bogus
offer... he should be hanged.”

The court’s move to re-
serve the sentencing for a day
after the marriage offer
sparked an outcry from
women’s groups which said
the punishment should have
been handed immediately.

“It is totally outrageous
and insulting and will set a
bad precedent,” said activist
Brinda Karat.

Nirmala Sitaraman, a
member of the National Com-
mission for Women, said a
rapist should not be allowed to
make such an offer to a victim.
“It is not for him to make mar-
riage offers. The marriage
offer, coming after such agrue-
some rape, is atrocious.”

Bhura’s counsel said he
would appeal against the rul-
ing in the high court.

not attitude to women

were bearing the brunt of
their fears.

A UN Development Fund
for Women report prepared
for the Islamabad meeting
noted violence against women
in South Asia was on the rise,
based on cases reported to the
police. The data may be raw,
but even then so many cases
go unreported that it renders
the size of the problem almost
invisible, according to
Coomaraswamy.

Late last month in
Bangladesh, 26-year-old She-
fali Begum offered to sell one
of her eyes in desperation to
earn enough money to feed
her two-and-a-haif-year-old
daughter.

In Afghanistan, bodies of
three women were found on
the roadside on Monday. They

had been raped and strangled.
Their killers left a note warn-
ing other women not to work
with aid organisations.

And in India today, rights
groups were outraged when a
court allowed a man convicted
of raping and partly blinding
a young nurse to offer to
marry his victim.

“Men feel women are
going out of their control,”
said Coomaraswamy, adding:
“They try to control them
through violence.”

For the past week Pak-
istani newspapers have high-
lighted the case of 17-year-old
Nazish Asghar, who threat-
ened self-immolation unless
the government ensured there
would be no protection for the
men, including police officers,
she has accused of rape.

The student said she was
abducted and gang-raped for
over 37 days, and then raped
by police after being rescued.

Nilofar Bakhtiar, special
adviser on women’s affairs to
Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz,
said women are becoming
more confident in reporting
such crimes to the police, but
many still believe that re-
maining silent is the safer
course of action.

While Pakistan recently
introduced legislation to out-
1aw honour killings, it has
still to review Islamic hudud
laws governing rape. Bakhtiar
hopes there will be changes
soon. “When a woman goes to
the police station to reporta
rape case, if she does not have
four (male) witnesses ... she is
put behind bars for adultery.”

Shefali: Desperate bid (Reuters)




Manmohan’s assurance to AIDWA
on Women's Reservation Bill -~ -

'AIDWA reminds him of the promise given in the CMP

Staff Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Prime Minister,
Manmohan Singh, on Wednes-
day assured a women’s delega-
tion that the Women’s
Reservation Bill would be tabled
in Parliament in the next session
as negotiations were on with
other political parties to arrive
at a consensus on the issue.

Dr. Singh told the All-India
Democratic Women’s Associ-
ation (AIDWA) that he support-
ed the Bill and felt that it should
be passed at the earliest but
some political parties had reser-
vations over it, according to the
AIDWA general secretary, Sud-
ha Sundararaman. The Home
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Minister is holding the negotia-
tions with other political parties,
the delegation was told.

Mock parliament

The 10-member delegation
called on the Prime Minister af-
ter women from across the
country participated in a mock
women’s parliament here. The
session reflected attitudes of
various political parties towards
the Bill, at the end of which the
Bill was passed.

Disappointing

Reminding Dr. Singh of the
solemn assurance given in the
National Common Minimum
Programme that the Govern-

THE U

ment would pass the Bill, the
memorandum said that it was
disappointing that the Bill had
not been listed for discussion in
the current session.

“While we do appreciate the
difficulties that a coalition Gov-
ernment may face in passing leg-
islation that is not totally
acceptable to all its partners,
this cannot be a justification for
the non-implementation of so-
lemn assurances,” the memo-
randum said.

ATDWA president Subhashini
Ali told the Prime Minister that
thousands of their members
from all over the country had
assembled to press for the pas-
sage of the Bill.

They represented millions of
women whose patience was now
being exhausted by the refusal of
successive governments to initi-
ate even a serious discussion on
the Bill, let alone ensure its pas-
sage.

“We appeal to you to make a
clean break with this attitude
which smacks of not only gender
insensitivity but insensitivity to
the process of making democra-
¢y more inclusive and vibrant.
We would request you to place
the Bill for a thorough discus-
sion in Parliament and to ensure
that a vote is taken on it. If this is
done with sihcerity, the enact-
ment of the Bill will become a
reality,” the memorandum said.



Shanti Mukund rape case convict

says he wants to marry victim

‘I will not marry him, | cannot marry him...” she retorts

NEW DELHE: In a dramatic devel-
opment in a Sessions court here
on Tuesday, minutes before the
court was to pronounce the
guantum of punishment to be
handed down to him, the convict
in the sensational Shanti Mu-
kund Hospital rape case moved
an application expressing a de-
sire to marry the rape victim.

Examining the application of
Bhura, the ward boy who in the
year 2003 brutally raped the 22-
year-old nurse in the hospital
premises and seriously wounded
her eyes, Additional Sessions
Judge J. M. Malik, asked the vic-
tim and her parents to appear
before it on Wednesday to file
their reply.

The court also reserved for
Wednesday its pronouncement
of the quantum of sentence to be
handed down to Bhura.

‘I will not marry him’

Within hours of Tuesday’s de-
velopments in the court, howev-
er, the nurse refused to marry
her tormentor. “I will not marry
him. I cannot marry him,” the
nurse told reporters when asked
about her reaction to the ward
boy’s proposal in the court.

“He should be given the se-
verest punishment ... he should
be hanged so that such a horren-
dous act is not repeated,” the
22-year-old said.

The nurse, who was brutally
raped and blinded in one eye by
Bhura in the hospital in Decem-
ber 2003, would give her version
officially in the court on
Wednesday.

‘Reformed man’
In his application moved on

Tuesday morning, Bhura plead-
ed with the court to take a leni-
ent view of the case against him
as he was now a “reformed man”
and said since no one else would
be ready to marry the young vic-
tim due to the stigma she car-
ried, he would like to tie the knot
with her.

The nurse was on duty at the
hospital in East Delhi looking af-
ter a comatose patient on the
night of December 7-8, 2003.

She suddenly woke up in the
middle of the night to find the
ward boy attempting to force
himself on her. When she tried

to shrug him off, Bhura plunged
his fingers into her eyes, gouging
out her right eye and wounding
the left.

He then dragged her to an ad-
jacent bathroom, raped her, and
locked her in.

The court had framed charges
against the accused on January
19 this year. The prosecution ex-
amined 21 witnesses to prove its
case, leading to the conviction of
the accused. - PTL

UNI adds: In his application
moved through amicus curae
Mukesh Ahuja on Tuesday, Bhu-
ra said: “In order to save the life
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of the victim as well as both the
families, the convict from the
core of his heart without preju-
dice to the merit of the case is
ready to marry her.” He said he
would bear all the expenses of
the marriage.

Upon this, the judge asked the
Investigating Officer to arrange
for the appearance of the family

in court on Wednesday and de- |

ferred the pronouncement of
sentence till then.

The Judge said the quantum |

of punishment might be reduced
if the victim agrees to marry the
convict.

—
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Women miss

ey

Kuwait, May 3 (Reuters): Kuwaiti women will not be able to
take part in local elections this year after a suffrage bill was de-
layed in parliament, but similar polls in 2009 could yet be opened
to them, parliament’s speaker said today.

“Women will not participate in this (year’s elections) but if
the law is approved, women would take part in the coming
polls,” Jassem al-Kharafi said. A bill to grant women the right to
vote or run in municipal polls for the first time failed to pass in
parliament yesterday, but was not defeated, after many Islamist
and conservative MPs abstained.

Kharafi said parliament had decided today to delay.a further
vote on the bill for two weeks, meaning that even if it is ap-
proved, it is unlikely to be soon enough to allow women to par-
ticipate in the 2005 polls.

Among the 60 deputies and ministers present at yesterday’s
session, 29 voted in support, two against and 29 abstained. The
abstentions mean the required quorum of 33 MPs was not
achieved because an abstaining MP is counted as absent.

Some MPs privately said the abstention was a delaying tactic
by the bill’s opponents. Others may have abstained because a
vote against the bill would upset the pro-western government,
while a “yes” vote risks angering Islamist or conservative tribal
supporters who are against giving women more rights.

Parliament approved the legislation in a first vote two weeks
ago, but many Islamists, tribal and other MPs opposed to female
suffrage were then absent. Kuwaiti women are traditionally
more liberal and educated than their Gulf Arab counterparts
but lag behind some of them in political rights.
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NIGHT SHIFTS .

Empowerment For Women Or Making Them More Vulnerable s\’c”

he recent decision of the
TUnion Cabinet to amend

the Factories Act to enable
women to work night shifts is
nothing more than a symbolic
gesture and must be urgently
reviewed as, rather than empow-
ering women, it will make them
further vulnerable We are still
finding it difficult to give effect
to the apex court’s directions in
the celebrated Vishakha case
about the protection of women’s
rights at the work place.

The time is still not ripe for
such a change in India and,
therefore, we should not rush to
implement the 1990 Protocol of
the  International  Labour
Organisation which was ratified
by us in 2003 permitting night
work for women. The Union
government must do something
more concrete for achieving the
constitutional goal of gender
justice.

Depressing figures

“In a country where men have
no sensitivity, let no unfortunate
women be born there, Oh wo-
men, what sin have you com-
mitted that you should been
born in India!” wrote Ishwar
Chandra Vidyasagar in disgust
while analysing society’s attitude
towards women in India. Things
have not changed much for the
fair sex in modern and fast deve-
loping India. The figures are too
depressing to note. A woman is
raped every 47 minutes in India,
another is kidnapped or abduc-
ted every 44 minutes while a
third is subjected to crueity by
her husband or relatives and ne-
arly 19 dowry deaths take place
every day. In the past two
decades reported rape cases
have increased nearly 400 per
cent. Women are not safe even
in the national capital of India.
Worse are cases of child rape.
An average of two such cases are
reported every day. Similarly
shocking is the rising trend of
incest in the country.

While women constitute less
than one-tenth of the wage-ba-
sed labour force, they also suffer
because of discriminatory condi-
tions of work. Generally, wages
for women are as much as one-
third less than that of men for
the same nature of work. Where
wages are comparable, women
workers are often the last to be
hired and the first to be fired.
Sexual harassment is virtually an
unwritten clause in the terms of
service of women workers at all
levels and there is normally no
redress,

The percentage of women has
risen in non-agriculture employ-
ment in recent years. One main
reason for this phenomenon is
preference for women em-

»Tlﬁ;“a—z;thhor—;‘RegLstmr of Aligarh
Muslim University, Aligarh

By FAIZAN MUSTAFA

ployees who are considered “less
troublesome” and are available
for low wages. Most of the wo-
men workers are in the informal
sector. They live in abject pover-
ty, work long hours at sub-
minimum wages, and suffer from
occupational diseases like body
ache, anaemia, dizziness, respi-
ratory problems and gynaeco-
logical disorders. According to a
study which covered agriculture
workers in Gujarat and Tamil
Nadu, women involved in cotton

many industries. Women are
perceived as surplus during all
such exercises of retrenchment
or voluntary retirement schem-
es. While the working man is
perceived as the breadwinner,
the working woman is someone
who works for intellectual or
personal satisfaction. She can
afford to “lose” the job and this
is more so in middie and upper
middle class strata of society.
The member-states of the
United Natlons adopted the dec-

pluckmg in Punjab, tobacco pro-
cessing activities in Gujarat,
brass-work in Tamil Naduy, stone
quarries in Gujarat and prawn
peelers in Kerala, about 80 per
cent of the workers in agricul-
ture and informal sector com-
prise women.

Malnutrition among women
workers heavily reduces their
efficiency. About 60 per cent of
women in the country are
anaemic. Dizziness accounts for
a majority, i.e. 75 per cent of the
ailments of women wmkmg in
tobacco processing. Pain in the
abdomen, headaches, vomiting
and skin problems of the feet are
other major problems,

Treated as surplus

The noise level in brass units is
110 decibels, thrice that of the
recommended level of 35
decibels set by the World Health
Organisation, and this has resul-
ted in several complaints of ear
pain and mental tension. Aside
from the health hazards, women
workers also face sexual oppres-
sion, rape, forced prostitution,
sexual harassment. Women wor-
kers in stone crushing are re-
portedly beaten up at the work
site with no resistance from
others.

Women in the unorganised
sector are not covered under
schemes like provident fund or
maternity leave. Moreover, me-
chanisation, an offshoot of
globalisation and liberalisation,
has resulted in retrenchment in

laration on the “Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women” in 1967, which
was translated into legal form in
the 1979 convention. India, how-
ever, ratified the convention
only in December 1992. When
India signed the convention, it
registered its reservation on two
important Articles. One of these
imposes an obligation on the
government to modify and alter
the social and cultural patterns
of behaviour of men and women
with a view to eliminating sex-
role stereotypes and notions of
the superiority of men and
inferiority of women. The
second Article, dealing with
marriage and family laws, calls
for measures to ensure that the
rights and responsibilities of
men and women on fam:ly
relations, particularly in
marriages, are equal. As a result
these  Articles have no
applicability in India.

While India takes cogmsance
of violations of women’s rights in
public and private areas, there is
no manifestation of India’s
commitment to them in the daily
lives of women in both urban
and rural areas. There are cer-
tain areas which have been trea-
ted by the government as being
the areas of a woman’s private
life, where no human right is re-
levant, This distinction is unna-
tural. It can hardly be disputed
that the violence against women
takes place at home.

Marital rape, child sexual

abuse, dowry harasgnient,
female infanticide are s of
the most glaring examples of
gender based violence, yet there
is no effective legislation to
eliminate them. Whether the
government pays heed to these
issues remains to be seen? On
the other hand, Criminal Law
expressly exempts marital rape
from the purview of penal laws.
Thus the husband has an abso-
lute right to have a free go at his
wife whose consent is irrelevant
in our law. Believe it or not, the
Madhya Pradesh government
has fixed “rates” of compensa-
tion for those unfortunate wo-
men who undergo the agony of
rape, The state home minister
informed the assembly that a
woman would get Rs 10, 000 if
raped once and Rs 20,000 if
twice and so on. What a shame!
Even Uma Bharati as chief min-
ister did not find time or muster
courage to undo this inhuman
and humiliating policy.

No meaning

Moreover the most cherished
constitutional right to equality
under Article 14 of the Constitu-
tion does not accept women as
an entity in their own right.
Women are to be treated equally
with men and not vice-versa. As
a result they are entitled to only
such things which men are
entitled to. Their own choice,
emotions, experiences have no
meaning. Third generation femi-
nists are not demanding what is
known as “sameness doctrine”,
i.e., women be treated similar to
men. They are rather advocating
that men and women are differ-
ent but these differences should
be celebrated. Women should be
treated differently from men but
with honour and dignity.

Men should be equal partners
in fight against injustices to
women. We need radical chan-
ges in the law of rape. Whatever
violates the integrity of women’s
bady should be considered rape.
The definition of child rape must
be extended to use of objects,
instruments etc. Similarly, evi-
dence law must be drastically
amended so that the past charac-
ter of the victim has no bearing
on the evidentiary value of her
testimony.

Changes in property laws,
particularly agricuitural property
laws from which women have
been excluded, are crying need
of the hour. The divorcee’s right
to share matrimonial property
need to be protected. The right
to shelter for all single women of
any category — unmarried,
deserted, divorcee or widow
must get priority in our housing
schemes. Finally the UPA gov-
ernment must quickly get the 33
per cent reservation Bill passed
if it is really sincere about
WOmen's empowerment.
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TAKING a dig at govern-
ments for keeping well-
meaning policies confined to
policy-papers, the Lok

i Sabha Speaker Somnath
'~ Chatterjee said that nation-
ally agd internationally de-
velopmental policies to em-
power women needs to be
“urgently implemented”,

“This will help women
realise their full potential
and ensure equal contribu-
tion from them in national
development,” he said while
addressing the 112th Assem-
bly of the Inter-Parliamen-
tary Union in Manila.

A staunch advocate of 33

per cent reservation bill for
women candidates in the In-
dian Parliaiment, Chatterjee
said he was also of the view
that all policies and pro-
grammes should not remain
on paper “but implemented
effectively and wherever
needed, corrective actions
taken”.

Asserting that gender
justice warrants “extra-em-
phasis on the close inter-
linkage among political, eco-
nomic and social
presentations”, he said do-
mestic and international
policies should address
country-specific issues, with-
out compromising on the
eventual goal which was a
gender sensitive society.

‘Women empowerment only
on paper, says Speaker ..

Chatterjee warned that
no debate on the global, po-
litical, economic and social
situation would be meaning-
ful unless it addressed the is-
sues relating to women who
constitute half of the world
population.

He said it was lamentable
that women’s right’s still re-
mains a yet-to-be- achieved
goal. “It is matter of concern
that even 30 years after we
celebrated  International
Women’s Year, and through
the four world conference
on woman, a major section
of women are politically,
economically and socially
still underpriviledged in
comparision to their male
counterparts,” he said.
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New Delhi, March 30: The
government has not
thought through the safe-
guards it said it wounld put
in place while it an-
nounced yesterday that
women would be allowed
to work nights with an
amendment to the Facto-
ries Act of 1948.

It now appears that the
safeguards would be worked
out after talks with trade
unions before the actual
amendment is made.

When information and br-
oadcasting minister S. Jaipal
Reddy unveiled the cabinet de-
cision to remove the bar on wo-
men working night shifts (10
pm to 6 am), he had sought to
allay fears of sexual harass-
ment with the promise of safe-
guards.

A CPM-affiliated women’s
organisation and a trade
union owing allegiance to the
same party had opposed the
decision on two counts — one
fearing that employers would
force women to work at night
and two that the chances of
their being subjected to sexual
abuse would escalate.

PROTECTION POINTS

night shift

“We can work out the spe-
cific safeguards later. Wom-
en’s organisations and trade
unions are free to come up wi-
th their suggestions which can
be incorporated into the act,”
said a labour ministry official.

Women’s organisations
and trade unions have already
informally suggested some
safeguards (see chart).

“The amendment will first
be discussed in Parliament
and may even have to be sent
to a select committee in case
there is too much opposition,”
the official said.

The second national
labour commission, which is
the government’s guiding

THE TELEGRAPH

Safeguards suggested
by unions and women’s
organisations
e Transportation | ®Reliable
eCreche secualty
drinking water  ®Medical
facilities
o Cluster of
women workers

light for labour law reforms,
said the ban on women work-
ing night shifts must be re-
moved. But it, too, echoed the
concerns of the trade unions.
It said: “The number of
women workers on a shift sho-
uld not be less than five. The
management should provide
satisfactory arrangements for
their transport, safety and rest
before or after shift hours.”
However, the proposed
amendment only talks about
general safeguards. “It will be
subject to safeguards for the
occupational safety and health
as well as the protection of dig-
nity, honour and safety of
women workers. It will pro-

afety belt

vide for safe transportation
from the factory premises to
the nearest point of their resi-
dence.”

Cituleader WR. Wardhara-
jan said: “The Indian situation
is not conducive to women
working night shifts.”

CPM central committee
member and women'’s leader
Brinda Karat had expressed
the fear that “the amendment
makes it mandatory for
women to be on night shift.
But it should be a matter of
choice”.

The labour ministry ex-
plained that each establish-
ment would have to decide if it
wanted to allow women work-
ers on night shifts.

“It will be a decision taken
at the local level depending on
the conditions that prevail ina
particular factory,” it said.

The ministry stressed that
factory owners would have to
comply with the safeguards
once they were listed or be pe-
nalised with a maximum of
two years in jail or a Rs 1lakh
fine.

Labour leaders point out
how laws are violated even
now in spite of punitive provi-
sions.
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Nalco chief

faces sack
for sexual
harassment

Rajnish Sharma o
New Delhi, March 30 L &

IN THE first-ever incident of its kind, the Centre has decid-
ed to sack the chairman and managing director of National
Aluminium Company (Nalco), C. Venkataramana, after an
independent inquiry committee found the high-profile bu-
reaucrat guilty of sexual ha-

rassment. Highly-placed govern- Spycam tapes
ment sources said Venkatara- .
mana’s termination had been | WOMan in nude

cleared by the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet (ACC)
and a formal announcement
would follow shortly.

Though this is not unheard of
in companies abroad — remem-
ber the celebrated Phaneesh
Murthy case — such a move does
not have a parallel in the country.

The case first hit the headlines
in February last year when a sen-
ior Nalco executive complained
that Venkataramana had tried to
sexually harass her. The incident
took place in Mumbai, when the

The Jadavpur police on
Wednesday arrested two
youths for videotaping a
schoolteacher in the nude
inside her bathroom and
bedroom. “A large num-
ber of VCDs were seized
from their house at
Santoshpur,” H.K.
Kusumakar, additional SP
of South 24-Parganas,
told HT. He said the duo
had installed a spycam in
the ventilator of the
teacher’s bathroom.

woman met the Nalco chief to
press for her promotion which
had been pending for several
years. Venkataramana invited the woman to a Mumbai hotel
where he offered her drinks and later tried to molest her. How-
ever, she managed to escape him.

Following the furore over the incident, Nalco hurriedly
conducted an internal probe that gave a clean chit to
Venkataramana. However, the Centre took serious note of
the charges and constituted an independent committee, that
the Supreme Court had dictated in cases of sexual harass-
ment, to probe the incident. Venkataramana was asked to
proceed on leave initially but he subsequently joined the PSU.

Government sources said action would also be initiated
against Nalco’s regional manager in Mumbai, Virender
Singh, who had apparently persuaded his colleague to go
and meet Venkataramana in the hotel. “Action against Singh
can be initiated by the Nalco management. But in case of the
CMD it had to be approved by the ACC. Even the Union min-
istry of mines has recommended the dismissal of
Venkataramana,” a senior official said. It has also been sug-
gested that Venkataramana be given three months’ salary
and asked to quit immediately.

Sources said the Centre was keen to check incidents of
sexual harassment in work places. The sacking of the Nalco
chief, officials feel, will motivate more and more women to
come forward with their complaints. .

Details in Kolkata Live

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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Women
gain right
to work
night

NEW DELHI, March 29.
— The Cabinet today app-
roved re-introHuction of
the Factories Act (amend-
ment) Bill to provide flexi-
bility in the matter of emp-
loyment of woman at night.
As per the amendment,
no woman shall be requ-
ired or allowed to work in
any factory except between
6 a.m. and 7 p.m. provided
the management makes
adequate safeguards in the
factory and transportation
arrangements from the fac-
tory premises to the near-
est point of their residence.
The employer will also
have to ensure occupation-
al and health safety and ad-
equate protection of their
dignity, honour and safety.
The Cabinet also appro-
ved promulgation of VAT
in Daman and Diu and
Dadra and Nagar Haveli
and repeal of the existing
tax laws. The Manipur
University Bill, 2005, was
also approved by the Cabi-
net for introduction in the
Budget session.
Nights are not scary...
for some: Kolkata Plus 1
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'BiII on panel to protect child

A

By Our Staff Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 24. The Union
Cabinet today approved introduc-
tion of the Commission for the Pro-
tection of Child Rights Bill, 2005, in
the current session of Parliament.
This fulfils India’s obligation as a
signatory to the U.N. Convention
on Child Rights.

Announcing this after the Union
Cabinet met here, the Information
and Broadcasting Minister, S. Jaipal
Reddy, said the Commission for the
Protection of Child Rights would be
the statutory mechanism to over-
see and review the implementation
of the National Policy for Children.
It will also recommend remedial
action in cases of violation of child
rights. This would result in improv-
ing the survival rates, health, nutri-

tion, and education of children,
particularly girls, and equip them
to be economically productive
adults who could contribute to the
nation, he said.

Also, the Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA) approved
the proposal for extension of the
World Bank-assisted Integrated
Child Development Services Pro-
ject in Andhra Pradesh as part of
the Andhra Pradesh Economic Res-
tructuring (APER) Programme.

The CCEA also authorised the
Department of Women and Child
Development to re-allocate the
savings, if any, in any component
of the Project to some other com-
ponent such as civil works, pro-
curement of goods and equipinent,
including weighing scales, medi-
cines, play materials and comput-

~ <rights gets Cabinet nod..

ers, depending the
requirements.

It was also decided to enhance
the project outlay from Rs. 392.75
crores to Rs. 431.81 crores, which
also increases the Centre’s contri-
bution to Rs. 86.36 crore from Rs.
79.25 crores.

These decisions would help to
improve the nutritional and health
status of children in the age group
of 0-6 years, reduce mortality, mor-
bidity, malnutrition and school
dropout rate, leading to an overall
development of children.

Besides, it will enhance the capa-
bility of the mother to look after
the normal health and nutritional
needs of the child through proper
nutrition and health education.

on
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Women in distress

&

" Code for film industry will not help

It is one thing for the National Commission for Women to
be so deeply disturbed by the incident involving an actor
caught by a hidden camera seeking sexual favours from some-
one posing as an aspiring star that it wants corrective action.
It becomes contentious when the commission seeks a code to
regulate the affairs of the film industry. Bollywood is plagued
by problems ranging from video piracy to links with the un-
derworld. Several starlets are known to have become pawns
in the hands of dreaded outlaws. In the circumstances, the
government will find it difficult to evolve a code covering a
specific evil. The problem of exploitation of women deserves
to be tackled at another level. It may be difficult to enforce a
law on the evils that afflict the film industry. Harassment of
women at the workplace covers an area that is larger than
Bollywood. If the problem has to be tackled effectively, the
commission may have to take a broader look — not confine
itself to incidents that receive strong media attention.

There are cruel examples of oppression of the weaker sex
who are far less resourceful and courageous than the journa-
list who lured an actor into a compromising situation. Women
in the countryside are less equipped to deal with social
oppressors and an administration that is uncaring and
sometimes equally exploitative. West Bengal’s minister for
the welfare of backward classes, Upen Kisku, complained to
the chief minister about a police vehicle running over a tribal
woman after her house was raided and her son arrested on
theft charges. Do all stories of police misdemeanour against
defenceless women, especially in villages, get the same
attention? Girija Vyas, chairperson of the National Commis-
sion for Women, is assured attention when she refers to the
actor who has acquired a screen image of the villain. It is less
certain whether the commission can confront more powerful
arms of the administration as in Purulia where the police have
the opportunity to tamper with evidence. A selective code
cannot be a substitute for creating an awareness that will help
prevent such crimes.

THE STATESMAN 2 2 MAR 2008
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. sati temple

Press Trust of India

JAIPUR, March 20. — A woman
who allegedly tried to immolate
herself at the spot where a sati
was performed about a century
ago was arrested today after a
clash between the police and vil-
lagers in Rajasthan’s Pali district,
police said.

The 42-year-old woman,
Basanti Devi Vaishnav, who
reached the dais of the Sati tem-
ple at Sumel village in Pali to
offer ‘puja archna’ in the pres-
ence of thousands of villagers,
was being brought to Beawar
under police protection.

It was not yet confirmed
whether Vaishnav only offered
prayers to observe the 100-year
myth of Sati in Sumel village or
actually tried to immolate herself.

As the police prevented
Vaishnav’s attempt to glorify the
ritual and tried to disperse the
crowd, the villagers pelted stones
at them. They had to use mild
cane charge in retaliation, the

L
TeShay 54 mak 2005

sources said.

Villagers belonging to the
Gurjar, Rawat and Mehra com-
munities had organised a satsang
and bhajan kirtan to observe the
century-old incident — which
falls every year on phalgun dasami
— at the Sati temple, police said.

Additional police contingents,
including two companies of the
Rajasthan Armed Constabulary
had been deployed since yester-
day to maintain law and order in
the area. IGP (Jodhpur range)
Mr Kalyan Mal Pali superinten-
dent of police Mr Hari Ram
Meena were camping at the vil-
lage, police said adding that poor
telephone connectivity in Sunel
village was causing a communi-
cation problem.

There was a rumour that
another woman may try to
immolate herself at the temple,
the sources added. Police said 16
people have been arrested in
connection with the incident that
occurred this morning. It was not
clear whether the woy/n was a

widow or not. .,
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- Fresh move to stop Sai

March 15. — As planned,
Parliament is supposed to
discuss a new Bill aimed at
preventing Sati (the prac-
tice of) as the provisions so
far have neither prevented
the crime, norfias it been
quite effective in prosecut-
ing the perpetrators.

Till 14 December 1987

with the introduction of
the Commission of Sati
(Preventive) Bill, the pro-
visions against commission
of Sati were:
B A Law enacted by Lord
William Bentinck in 1882,
under which, “...all per-
sons convicted of aiding
and abetting in the sacrifice
of a Hindu widow by burn-
ing and burying her alive,
whether... it be voluntary...
or not shall be deemed
guilty of culpable homicide
and shall be liable to pun-
ishment by fine or impris-
onment or both.”

Ryt

8 The Indian Penal Code
enacted in 1860 did not
define Sati as a separate
offence. Sati was tried un-
der section 306, which
states : “If any person com-
mits suicide, whoever abets
the commission of such sui-
cide shall be punished with
imprisonment up to a max-
imum of 10 years and shall
also be liable to fine.”
Apart from this, whoever
attempted Sari was tried
under Section 309 1 (Atte-
mpt to commit suicide).

8 A forcible or coerced
Sati was tried as a mur-
der/culpable homicide un-
der Sections 299 and 300
respectively.

® As for persons who par-
ticipated in Sati rites, each
of them was liable to be
punished under Section
149 of the IPC, as being
members of an unlawful
assembly. In other words,
the IPC, which applies to
the whole country was
more or less adequate to

deal with tho&e incidents
that compelled a widow to
undergo Sati.

However, despite these
provisions, the extra ordi-
nary callousness with
which the Rajasthan gov-
ernment reacted to the
barbarous act of Roop
Kanwar’s cold blooded
murder, makes it appear
to be politically motivated.

The new proposed Bill
will try to address the loop-
holes, make the account of
any witness under cover
(who fears ostracism from
society) cognisable in court.
Sources said it is very likely
that the in-laws be prose-
cuted under prima facie
observations of the police.
The district administrations
will be made more account-
able. They admitted that a
backlash from certain out-
fits especially in Rajasthan
is expected, adding howev-
er, “No political party can
afford to speak in favour of
the evil practice (Sati).”

16 Mg 2005
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Seribe offers
to marry Mai

Associated Press et -
Lahore, March 13 ‘. :

A JOURNALIST in eastern Pakistan said
on Sunday that he would propose mar-
riage to a rape victim who attracted in-
ternational media attention after she
went public with her ordeal.

Rana Mohammed Arshad, 30, who
works for a Lahore-based Urdu language
newspaper, said that, in keeping with lo-
cal traditions, he, his mother and one of
his brothers would travel to Mukhtar
Mai's village to propose to her.

Maidrew international attention when
she spoke about her rape in 2002 by sev-
eral men in Meerwala, a village in the
eastern Punjab province of which La-
hore is the capital.

She was ordered raped by a council of
village elders after her brother was ac-
cused of having sex with another woman.

"It's a serious offer. The woman has
faced the world's biggest agony. I want to

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

Mukhtar Mai

share it with her"”, Arshad said.

Arshad, who works as a sub-editor for
the Insaf (Justice) daily in Lahore, also
issued statements to several newspapers
publicising his offer for 33-year-old Mai's
hand. Mai works as a teacher at a school
in her home village.

In August of 2002, a court convicted six
men over Mai's rape, but, earlier this
month, an appeals court overturned the
conviction of five of them and commuted
one man's sentence to life-imprisonment,
citing lack of evidence. However, on Fri-
day, Pakistan's top Islamic court reinstat-
ed the convictions, citing lack of juris-
diction by the appeals court.
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“Sonia hopeful of early solution

to women’s reservation issue

By Our Staff Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 8. The Con-
gress president, Sonia Gandhj,
today said talks with various po-
litical parties were on to arrive
at a consensus on the Women’s
Reservation Bill, and hoped for
an early solution to the issue.

Speaking after presenting
awards to women belonging to
weaker sections of society to
mark the International Wom-
en’s Day, Ms. Gandhi said she
favoured reservation for women
in Assemblies and Parliament
on the pattern of Panchayati Raj
institutions where more than 10
lakh women had been elected
across the country. “No nation
can progress if women lag be-
hind and I sincerely believe that
they should get 33 per cent res-
ervation in the Lok Sabha and
the Rajya Sabha.”

Suggesting that granting
pattas’ or ownership rights to
women could be one way of
empowering them, Ms. Gandhi
called for more gender-sensi-
tive laws and strict implementa-
tion of laws related to women. “
Uplift of women should not
concern only women. It is the
responsibility of society as a
whole,” Ms. Gandhi said.

Gender-sensitive budget
Calling for a nationwide ini-

tiative to end discrimidation
against women, Ms. Gandhi
said political parties, non-gov-
ernmental organisations and
social and civil groups would
participate in this effort. A gen-
der-sensitive budget was pre-
sented for the first time this
year and allocation for women
and child development in-
creased  considerably,  she
pointed out.

On job security, Ms. Gandhi
said that while trade unions had
been working overtime for the
rights of workers in the orga-
nised sector, it was time to shift
focus on the unorganised sector
that engaged women in large
numbers but without any job
security.

She asked the Ministry of So-
cial Justice and Empowerment
to end manual scavenging at
the earliest and described fe-
maie foeticide as a blot on
society.

In a special gesture, Ms.
Gandhi walked down from the
podium to present an award to
Sharda Devi, a physically hand-
icapped woman. Kumari Shar-
da was among the 25 honoured
by the Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment.

The women are beneficiaries
of various schemes run by the
Ministry to mainstream the
Scheduled Castes, Minorities,
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om?« atkward Classes and the
physically handicapped.

Economic weakness

The Union Social Justice and
Empowerment Minister, Meira
Kumar, said one of the causes of
social inequality was economic
weakness, which could be re-
dressed by giving impetus to
entrepreneurship among the
targeted groups thereby making
them self-reliant.

The Ministry had created a
few specialised Finance and
Development Corporations for
the purpose, she said.

Those honoured included
Sumitra Aswal, Asha Lata, Pre-
ma Kumari, Uma Devi, Padma,
Mahendari, Suvarna B. Ugale,
Bismilla, Pooja Kapoor, Cham-
pa Ben, Laxmi, Satya Devi,
Bhagwati Bai, Asha Devi, Sakee-
na, Pushpa Gupta, Nirmnala
Bai, Reena Rani, Khatija Begum,
Hosne Ara Begum, Shalini
Singh, Sona Devi, Uma Negi,
Shamshad Bano, and Kumari
Sharda.

Among those present were
the Prime Minister’s wife, Gur-
sharan Kaur; the Delhi Chief
Minister, Sheila Dixit; Sheela
Gujral, wife of the forraer Prime
Minister, [K.Gujral, several
women Cabinet Ministers and
Members of Parliament.
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~ EU. gender equality,, .

’

rBRUSSELs, MARCH 8. The Europe-

an Commission marked the In-
ternational Women's Day on
Tuesday by unveiling plans fora
European Union gender equal-
ity institute.

The institute, which should
be up and ruaning by 2007,
would be a “centre of excel-
lence” to focus policy research

! into equality between men and
. women, said the E.U. executive.

“What better way to celebrate
(Women's Day) than to propose
the creation of a specific agency
dedicated to equality for wom-
en and men?” asked Vladimir
Spidla, E.U. Commissoner for
jobs, social affairs and equal op-
portunities.

Justifying the need for such a

| centre, he cited as an example

the pay gap between men and
women which now stands at 15
per cent.

“Gender equality is a funda-
mental right ... and a priority
policy of the Union,” he said.
“We know that, though pro-
gress has been made, more
needs to be done.” The institute,
which will among other things

| organise meetings between pol-

icy-makers, will have an initial
budget of 52.5 million euros for

institute on the anwl
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2007-2013. Women's groups are
to stage a mass send off on in
Sao Paulo to a world tour for a
charter for equal rights that will
go to 53 countries and end in
Africa in October. The Women's
Global Charter for Humanity

M m’“'s
LT

was adopted by women's rights
groups in Kigali, the Rwandan-
dan capital, in December. The
tour will end in Ouagadougou,
the Burkina Faso capital, which
was chosen because of its pover-
ty and low level of protections

for women. The charter propos-
es “to build another world
where exploitation, oppression,
intolerance and exclusion no
longer exist, and where integrity,
diversity and the rights of all are
respected.” — AFP
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. LTTE AND CHILD SOLDIERS

FEW FORMS OF child abuse are more abhorrent
than the practice of training and sending chil-
dren into armed combat. Yet the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam has igot away with the
forcible recruitment of child soldiers, some of
them as young as nine or ten years of age, and
perhaps weighing only slightly more than the
weapons they are forced to carry. In all the major
military offensives by the LTTE against the Sri
Lankan armed forces through the 1990s, children
constituted a significant part of the group’s strike
force. Despite repeated censure by human rights
organisations, the LTTE continues to conscript
under-aged boys and girls into its fighting force.
This is in indictable violation of agreements that
the organisation signed with the United Nations
Special Representative for Children and Armed
Conflict (CAAC), Olara Otunnu, in 1998, and with
the United Nations Children’s Fund in 2003, that
it would not recruit those below the age of 18. A
report by Mr. Otunnu, presented by U.N. Secre-
tary-General Kofi Annan to the Security Council
where it was discussed recently, documents the
fact that during 2004 alone the LTTE recruited ot
re-recruited 1,000 children. The report notes that
girls accounted for a high percentage of these
recruits. The organisation clearly has an insa-
tiable appetite for children.

Thus far, the LTTE has acted with impunity in
the knowledge that no one can force it to stop
recruiting children. It is in this respect that the
latest CAAC report is important. For the first
time, it discusses the need for a mechanism that
will monitor and report violations of children's
rights, including the recruitment of children, and
ensure compliance. The report, a comprehen-
sive compilation of situations in which armed
groups use and abuse children, notes that the
existence of strong international norms has not
halted atrocities against children. It urges the in-
ternational community to “redirect its energies”
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to ensuring adherence to these norms. Sensibly
jeaving the primary responsibility for protecting
children to national governments, the document
recommends that where governments, weak-
ened by years of conflict, are unable to do so, the
U.N. Security Council, the General Assembly, the
International Criminal Court, the Commission
on Human Rights and regional organisations
should supplement the efforts of national mech-
anisms. Noteworthy among the compliance en-
forcing measures it commends to the Security
Council for adoption are the imposition of travel
restrictions on leaders of the offending groups.
their exclusion from any governance structures,
and restrictions on the flow of financial re-
sources. If the Security Council acts “expedi-
tiously” on the report’s recommendations as it
has promised, the LTTE, which claims to be the
sole representative of the Tamils of North-East
Sri Lanka, will be hit hard.

The LTTE evidently still believes it can fend off
the international outrage over child soldiers by
making vague and vacuous commitments. Noth-
ing else explains its communication to Mr. Otun-
nu the day before the Security Council discussion
on his report, expressing a “readiness to enter
into a dialogue” on the issue. But the Special Rep-
resentative, no longer as trusting of the organisa-
tion as he was six years ago, has asked the LTTE
leadership “to embark immediately on tangible
actions, leading to a time-bound action plan to
end, once and for all, the practices of recruit-
ment, abductions and use of children as sol-
diers.” This is the most fitting response (o a group
that first denied ever recruiting children, then
spread the fiction that boys and girls joined it
voluntarily, later demobilised a few hundred
child soldiers, only to re-recruit them. The LTTE
must not be allowed any longer to get away with
an abominable practice that the civilised world
cannot tolerate. -
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/Gender‘bUdgeﬁng evokes
w7 positive response o~ 1D

By Our Staff Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 28. The introduc-
tion for the first time of the con-
cept of “gender-budgeting” in
the budget proposals today,
evoked a positive reaction from
women'’s groups. Many felt that
more needed to be done.

Highlighting the “gender
sensitivities” of the budget, the
Union Finance Minister, P. Chi-
dambaram, said that it was only
a beginning and that, in course
of time, all departments would
be required to present gender-
budgets as well as make bene-
fit-incidence analysis.

The All-india Democratic
Women'’s Association has said
that the exercise in presenta-
tion of gender disaggregated
data was a welcome first step
but did not constitute a gender-
sensitive budget. “The Finance
Minister did not take the next
logical step of addressing the
deep discrimination suffered
by women, revealed by the da-
ta, particularly poor women in
the allocation of funds for
women-specific schemes,” the

!
AIDWA vice-president, ;inda
Karat, said in a statement here.

Shockingly, the data says
that in this budget only eight
per cent of the total budgetary
support is for women’s
schemes or for the women’s
component in general schemes.
Of the Rs. 25,000 crores of addi-
tional funds only one-sixth
would be for women, Ms. Karat
said. “It is true that there are
some welcome increased allo-
cations for health and educa-
tion and for development of
rural infrastructure which
should also benefit women, and
which may not form part of the
calculations, but it is still a far
cry from a gender-just budget,”
she said. It would be necessary
for the Government to reformu-
late many of its programmes
and schemes, to increase funds
and to give a much bigger share
of the funds to enable women to
take their rightful place in the
economy, she added.

The NCW chairperson, Girija
Vyas, was happy that gender-
budgeting had formally been
introduced.
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/Daughter slaugh%

VY Q;\""Child sex ratios are worsening \,j\
. In less

; Unwanted and unborn, they die in the womb

: ‘visionary’ times they were killed after birth. In the era of
amniocentesis and ultrasound, the imagery is less grim than
drowning a baby girl in a pot of milk. No less devious, no less
serious. Mushrooming uitrasound centres and nursing homes
in the national capital are where a new argot is becoming the
dirge of sexual dimorphism, with female foeticide running
across our ethos and progressive pretensions about gender
equality. Social thinkers should chew the cud. Few want a
second girl child. But why the affluent? This piece of
sociology boggles the mind when one gets the gender picture
in a prosperous region of the capital, south Dethi, which hides
a very low child-sex ratio — 762 girls to 1,000 boys, with
Fatehgarh in Punjab boasting the lowest: 75 girls to 100 boys.
This regressive practice has intensified among educated
affluent communities in all metros, with the capital taking the
lead. It shows an unacceptable situation in which females are
edged out of existence by phallomorphic powers. The
economic burden associated with daughters does not fully
account for the trend. The expecting mother, under social
and family pressure to deliver a male child often submits to,
and even opts for, pre-natal sex determination and decides to
let go of her unborn daughter. Technology has gone against
her, giving up knowledge of the sex before birth. Two decades
of ‘Save the Girl Child’ has possibly weakened the weaker sex,
even further. Gender equality campaigns, enforcement of
Preconception and Parenatal Diagnostic Techniques (Prohi-
bition of sex selection) Act or monitoring of registrars of

births and deaths in states only touch the surface.
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CRIME AGAINST WOMEN / ACT LACKING TO DEAL WITH CASES

Sexual harassment

5

aNe
QL WV pa a1
By Our Staﬂ’\(eporter

CHENNAI, FEB. 2. There has been a
2.7 per cent increase in crimes
against women in Tamil Nadu
in 2004, going by statistics ta-
bled at a seminar here on
Tuesday.

While sexual harassment re-
corded an increase with 1,081
cases reported in 2004, against
881 in the previous year, cases
reported under the Dowry Pro-
hibition Act were 294 as against
175 cases the previous year, said
K. Radhakrishnan, Inspector-
General of Police and Joint Di-
rector of Directorate of Vigi-
lance and Anti-Corruption.

Inaugurating the seminar on
“Crimes Against Women”, he
said the female sex ratio had
been dwindling over the years.
He pointed out that cities like
Chandigarh with a high literacy
level reported a discrepancy in

Wl

the female-male ratio. In Tamll
Nadu, there are 987 females per
1,000 males as per the 2001 cen-
sus. Chennai has 957 females
per 1,000 males.

Quoting from legal cases, the
police official said women
should learn about the various
laws against sexual harassment
and eve-teasing in Tamil Nadu.
It was a surprise to many to
learn that even a driver or con-
ductor of a bus who fails to in-
form police about an incident of
harassment can face up to three
years of imprisonment.

Mr. Radhakrishnan pointed
out that an all-encompassing
Act was lacking to deal with
cases of rape, dowry deaths and
domestic violence. Another se-
rious crime that lacked an Act in
India was sexual harassment at
the workplace. However, Tamil
Nadu had enacted the Tamil
Nadu Prohibition of Harass-

TRE WNDU
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ment of Women Act, 2002.

S. Mchan, former Supreme
Court judge, narrated an inci-
dent of custodial violence
against a woman and insisted
that karate must be made com-
pulsory in educational institu-
tions for girls.

Working women were easy
prey for miscreants. Such
crimes would not end unless
women raised their voice
against them, he said.

A short film on sexual exploi-
tation of women was screened.
The film depicted a young girl
being allowed to be exploited
due to poverty but ended on a
positive note with the girl turn-
ing into a child counsellor.

The Indian Society of Crimi-
nology, Institute of Criminolog-
ical Research Education and
Services and M.0.P.Vaishnav
College jointly hosted the
seminar.
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Women get
quota in J&K
[ ] L ]
civic ]golls

Srinaglér‘ he J&K guern-
’ ment has' reserved 33.33%

seats for women in the civic
elections being conducted in
the state after 22 years. They
can contest from general
seats as well.

The seats reserved include .
Dalgate, Jawahir Nagar,
Natipora, Rawalpora, Al
! lochi Bagh, Qamerwai, Bem-

ina (East), Karan Nagar,
Nawab Bazar, Ganpathyar, K
K Moulla, Khawaja Bazar,
Tarabal, Hassanabad,
Kawadara, Nowshera, Umer
Colony, Ahmad Nagar, Tail-
bal, New Theed, Bemina
(Khumani Chow), Humhama
and Khanmoh.

In another development,
security forces have been put
on a high alert following mil-
itants’ threat to sabotage the
forthcoming civic polls.

-

THE TIMES OF INDIA 15 JAN 2005



AN

,, .V

i
z:m}%w/am CrICa e FfaRt\erfera $oo
ferda ¢ @il Jiged 220 RIS
Areaw T3 | s Runea-HiEEsima
eHaE) “f7a SiPE-sHiEFR 512d (@ e Twifse
T3E wime ofREfece wadw, (1R vhe fbw
AFre AeE T @ 3w WAer  MEm o35
@ SfEerdl evAgA IREE SRS A=A
(HeERFIRA, Cieig ¢ RifFmrR evaige sia
A wfie afaie & w1 o’ w33 AeE ARICEDa
sl Forbe abwen fof i, Sofe
TR I T A9 IR B0 [ Frwreiaesig
TI-RRCE Fa Aoz FEre weadl| ¢ WE-
A% @ wAreylire wRfoswa, o ewe e
iR ameifaea | Sregela REremameld N
e Aeies Frms-ffes @l Fye sRee
BICae | 12 Aee, A FUS FwwTn sAfaaries
e¥yei WAl e ifes | aemE sy [ @ e
TR R sawhre 7ad siftaer sifiard Tega,
S, TAed e ARRPISITNE SR 1 @
firwa-Rifrel Reoia-fendiqens wiestaty sifem
fetcam, Sl @ IEHT TS TWASBE At
R carmen Fficam, 3213 e AT et Rers
Twrgad A wiview T, OE 230 ORI SWigaere
3R | PEWICE FTEIltie-99 T2 T4 9 FIEE TF
FroRT @ FATF 2331 6(J W3 $INZ FeIEe AN OEA
TEReie’-g Tiegele afewidived SqIcs T
ThRmifREw | Fawofe «faiEe sgay s swoeE
IfST IfR @z Fra| v Rstem ALE FATS! (12
refEfg A AW 2 TH-SIFO 9T YO | ORI
TR el 9y - TR frasl 287 6|
BTF (AMHAN] @ €HAGA O T e g |
AT G2 &N (@ sl e 2FEeE Y SRR
fafire 7z, TErfEe iRl =8 @RIZACRA | TSR STHT
Fleeraes eyIFeTe! 72T 20o0¢ [WBILH 46
Red Tuifre 23t REe 23me
Ry TRy T w3 srwibet | s
PFFdIsTeR SPagA HFR-SEFR AT A2
faed angere! W9 | @7, TG AfREe FfEFETeR @
ot sTIfoTICE ORI (2Rl Ria-RId) Al Fre-RiwES (2R
53T e w11 s @fisrs MfEeE e
6T =T SRS g I SATEE-TTE (feiEE
ol 23 AMifEE Afdde wfke wets
Rffarm Ngwm2 Rum sfemdfiveR@s @d
TS FIZEs e Freifs oires Za )

N

ANADABAZAR PATFIKA . g JAN 2005



