US President George W Bush and Laura Bush at the Bulguksa Temple in Kyongjd, South Korea, on Thursday.

=

ASSOCIATED Press (-
Busan, November 17+ 5~
Xi
PRESIDENT GEORGE Bush and
South Korean President Roh
Moo-hyun declared on Thursday
that a nuclear-armed North Ko-
rea “will not be tolerated” and
agreed that the problem should
be resolved through peaceful
diplomacy.

The two leaders spoke at a
news conference in Gyeongju,
the ancient capital of Korea.
About 250 demonstrators, carry-
ing signs that said ‘Stop Bush,’
gathered at the train station in
the city to protest the president’s
visit.

Bush expressed solidarity
with Vice President Dick Cheney,
who issued a blistering attack in
Washington against Democratic
critics who claim the White
House manipulated intelligence
on Iraq before the war.

“Qurs is a country where peo-

@/g AT

T

HE HIDU 3700

o

~
IR 7

e

Y

A BIPARTISAN group of sen-
ators told congressional lead-
ers on Thursday they will try
to block reauthorisation of
the Patriot Act to protest the
elimination Senate-mandated
protections against “‘unneces-
sary and intrusive govern-
ment surveillance” in a
House-Senate compromise.
“If further changes are not
made, we will work to stop
this bill from becoming law,”

~ Vo R
Senators may stall terror law renewal

GOP Sens. Larry Craig, John
Sununu and Lisa Murkowski
and Democratic Sens. Dick
Durbin, Russ Feingold and
Ken Salazar said in a letter to
the Senate Judiciary and In-
telligence committees.

This came a day after
House-Senate negotiators cra-
fted a tentative compromise to
make most provisions of the
existing law permanent.

AP, Washington

. |

ple ought to disagree and I expect
there to be criticism,” Bush said,
appearing irritated. “But when
Democrats say I deliberately mis-
led the Congress and the people,
that’s irresponsible.”

Bush and Roh met ahead of a
21-nation trade and economic su-

EQ

PR

mmit whose members include
the leaders of the five countries
— the US, China, South Korea,
Russia and Japan — negotiating
with North Korea for its nuclear
disarmament. Roh said the next
round of six-party talks on
North Korea’s nuclear pro-

N Korea, Democrats worry Bush

REUTERS

gramme should be held as soon
as possible to find a breakt-
hrough. The negotiations adjour-
ned last Friday with delegates
reporting little progress. “We ha-
ve no disagreements at all that
this issue must be resolved,” Roh
said. “We reiterated that a nucle-
ar-armed North Korea will not be
tolerated and reaffirmed that the
issue should be resolved through
peaceful and diplomatic means.”
Bush agreed. “It’s in the worl-
d’s interest that this happen. It’s
also in our interest that we conti-
nue to work together to solve the
problem. I see a peninsula one
day that is united and at peace.”
Roh said the two leaders talked at
length about the North Korean
nuclear issue and exchanged
views about North Korea’s atti-
tude and tactics. “We are basica-
1ly looking to resolve this North
Korean nuclear issue, and we are
exploring more ways that we can

resolve this issue,” Roh saV
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Korea, Bush'send S,
Stealths to South®*

JOEL BRINKLEY
WASHINGTON, MAY30

THE deployment of 15
Stealth fighters to South Ko-
rea last week, along with the
severing of the American mili-
tary’s only official interaction
with North Korea, appears to
be part of a new push by the
Bush administration to further
isolate North Korea despite
China’s hesitations.

The deployment, con-
firmed by the Pentagon, came
after the Defence Department
said that it was suspending the
search for soldiers missing in
action since the Korean War.

The search was the Penta-
gon’s only mission inside
North Korea and its only for-
mal contact with the country’s
military. The Pentagon said it
acted to assure American
troops’ safety in the “uncertain
environment created by North
Korea’s unwillingness to par-
ticipate in the six-party talks,”
asaspokesman put it, referring
to the lack of negotiations on
the North’s N-arms program.

Although senior Pentagon
officials say the F-117 Stealth
fighters are part of prepara-
tion for a long-planned train-
ing exercise, the show of force
comes at a delicate moment
both militarily and politically.
China, South Korea and some
experts in the US have urged

the administration to make a

\\)more specific offer to North

\ Korea, laying out what it
\Nould get in return for giving
up its nuclear arms program.
The US warned its allies
this month that the North
might be preparing to test a
nuclear weapon. Now senior
officials say American intelli-
gence agencies are still moni-
toring several locations in
North Korea where a nuclear
test might be held; though they
tactfully concede the evidénce
that the North will proceed

Pentagon said it acted to
assure American troops’
safety in an “uncertain
environment created hy
North Korea’s refusal to
participate in talks

with a test is “partial”.

Rice met with China’s lead-
ers in Beijing in March to ask
them to pressure North Korea.
That pressur¢ has continued.
But senior officials say they now
realise that China may neverbe
willing to use its leverage over
North Korea, which relies on
China for much of its food and
energy resources, The Chinese
appear perfectly happy to have
North Korea “roll along in this
seemingly stable netherworld”
one official said, rather than risk
destabilisingt. —NYT

/




'F(Kashmir issue will remain
till Pak sees LoC as border

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA W@ M"Palnstan has used

|
J WASHINGTON, MAY 24
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" torror as an instrument
THE Kashmirissue will goon — of attempted change in

for a“verylong time” unless and un-
til Pakistan reconciles itself to ac-
cepting the LoC as the border, for-
mer US ambassador to India
Robert D. Blackwill has said.
“Unless and until Pakistan rec-
onciles itself to accepting the Line
of Control as the border, the Kash-
mir dispute will go,on for averylong
time and cross-border terrorist vio-
lence from Pakistan against India
would resume,” Blackwill, also a
former strategic adviser to US Pres-
ident George W. Bush in the Na-
tional Security Council, said.
“Pakistan will not succeed in

Jammu and Kashmir. This
too has not succeeded,”
wrote Blackwill

Kashmir,” he said, writing in The
National Interest, a leading Ameri-
can quarterly.

The former envoy said that for
more than 50 years, young cadets,
including Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf himself, have been
taught in Pakistan’s military acade-
mies that their “holy mission” was
the “liberation” of all of Kashmir

q %mfi tha%he central p

of Pak-
istan itelfwasto further this task.
“Beginning in 1947, Pakistan’s
attempts to accomplish this directly
by military force have failed. Thus
thwarted, in the past decade and a
half, Pakistan has used terror as an
instrument of attempted change in
Jammu and Kashmir. This too has
not succeeded,” Blackwill wrote.
When faced with such a fruitless
strategy, a government has three
choices: It can stick with the losing
strategy, develop a new strategy or
change objectives. “In my judge-
ment, Pakistan has not yet made a
strategic shift away from its long-
time policies of territorial acquisi-
tien and cross-border terrorism,” he
said. —PTI
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U.S. has very good ties W|th )

India, says Christina Rocca
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Washington happy on Bangladesh ste s to curb extremism

Haroon Habib . G

i WoNan
DHAKA: The United States Assistant Sec-
retary of State for South Asia, Christina
Rocca, told a press conference here that
the U.S. Government has very good rela-
tions with India and the ties were being
broadened as the U.S. shared a lot of
common interests with it.

Asked about press reports that she
had talked about issues concerning Ban-
gladesh and Nepal with Indian officials,
Ms. Rocca, at the end of her two-day
visit to Dhaka on Thursday, avoided a
direct reply but said the U.S. had a bilat-
eral policy for each country.

“We want peace, democracy and de-
velopment in this region. India is one of
the largest democracies and we must
develop our relations where there is de-
mocracy and thus our relation with In-
dia is growing.”

When a journalist asked a question
about India’s “big brother” attitude to-
wards its neighbours, she said: “I do not
want to make any comment on bilateral
issues and the U.S. does not want to get
involved in bilateral matters of any
country.”

‘SAARC has key role’

The U.S. believed that SAARC could
do a lot more to use the untapped re-
sources and potentialities in the region
for improving the life of the people.

"Many potentialities in South Asia still
remained untapped.

To a question, she said they had in-
formation about the threat of extre-
mism in Bangladesh and had discussed
with the Government leaders about how
the U.S. could assist Dhaka. “But we
didn’t have any detailed discussions
about U.S. assistance to contain terror-
ism and extremism. We will discuss it
more in future,” she said.

Ms. Rocca said she had spoken to
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia about the
need for good governance. On her meet-
ing with Foreign Minister Morshed
Khan, she said, “We discussed about the
whole range of bilateral issues, contin-
uation of democratic process, peace-
keeping operations, possible
cooperation between Bangladesh and
the U.S. on global issues of common
concern and how Bangladesh can play a
role in global peace, democracy and pea-
cekeeping.”

{8 MY 2005
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WE WANT PEACE: U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for South Asia
Christina Rocca addressing a press conference. - PHOTO: AFP

Washington was happy to see that
steps had been taken by Bangladesh to
curb extremism as well as banning some
Islamist groups in the country. Asked
whether she saw any improvement
since her last visit to Bangladesh, she
said: “I have seen some good steps.
There have been steps in the right direc-
tion.”

She said the U.S. would continue its
support for democracy in Bangladesh.

The U.S. Assistant Secretary called
for thorough investigations into all in-
cidents of political violence, including
the attempt on the life of the Leader of
the Opposition, Sheikh Hasina, and the
assassination of the former Finance

THE MmvD"!

« ‘We have bilateral policy for
each country’

o Need for good governance
stressed

= Call to curb political violence

Minister, Shah AMS Kibria.

After the meeting with Ms. Rocca, Mr.
Morshed told journalists that the U.S.
would provide assistance to enhance
Dhaka’s capacity to combat terrorism
and improve the law and order situa-
tion.
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~Rocca lands

in Nepal

Service

| Jor tallg,

Ms Christina Rocca arrives in
Kathmandu on Monday.
— AFP

KATHMANDU, May 9. —
Nepal’s new government
today readied to put its best
diplomatic foot forward as
US Assistant Secretary of
State for South Asian Aff-
airs  Christina  Rocca
arrived in Kathmandu on a
three-day visit.

Ms Rocca, who had
missed a visit last year,
comes to Nepal at a time
when Washington will have
to arrive at a decision re-
garding sending a shipment
of non-lethal equipment

assistance to Nepal’s army, |

due end of May or June.

Met at the airport by for-
eign secretary Mr Madhu-
raman Acharya, the US
official waved away jour-
nalists, only saying she was
glad to be back in Nepal.

After King Gyanendra
lifted emergency last
week, Washington had
said it was glad at the deci-
sion but reminded Nepal it
still had to do much more.
That includes releasing
detainees and lifting me-
dia censorship.

Ms Rocca is likely to get
a royal audience this time
though neither the Ne-
palese foreign ministry nor
the US embassy confirmed

" the meeting. She will be

holding talks with the
king’s deputies — Dr Tulsi
Giri and Mr Kirti Nidhi
Bista — this evening.

THE STATESMAN




“U.S. satellites monitoring
Pyongyang’s activities *;.= ", .

Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON: The Bush adminis-
tration is closely examining
several satellite pictures of
North Korea to see if there are
indeed preparations for a nu-
clear weapons test, The New
York Times is reporting citing
American and foreign officials
who have been briefed on the
photos.

Putting on a show?

At the same time adminis-
tration officials have cautioned
that satellites could not “di-
vine” the intentions of the

North Korean leader Kim Jong
I1. One version has been that he
is putting on a show for Amer-
ican satellites; and the other is
that he is pressuring the White
House for a package of econom-
ic and diplomatic incentives.
On Thursday U.S. President
George W Bush is said to have
had an extended conversation
with Chinese President Hu Jin-
tao on a range of issues includ-
ing North Korea. But it is not
clear if the two leaders dis-
cussed the new “evidence”
gleaned from satellites. All that
the White House Spokesman,
Scott McClellan, would say is

0@ Mi 200°

\

STURR

that the leaders discusled the
importance of the six-party
talks and “reiterated their
commitment to working to-
ward a nuclear free peninsula

while expressing concern
about North Korea”.
Advanced preparations

According to The Times re-
port several officials have said
that theyhad neverbefore seen
preparation by North Korea as |
advanced as those seen in re-
cent days including the digging
of atunnel that resembles what
Pakistan did for its tests in
1998.



| US warns -
of N Korea
nuke test

Associated Press >
Vienna, April 30 . J° &q

v
THE US is warning allies
that North Korea may be
ready to carry out an un-
derground nuclear test as
early as June, diplomats
said on Saturday.

The diplomats said that
the information had appar-
ently been gathered in part
from satellite imagery.
They spoke on condition of
anonymity due to the sen-
sitivity of discussing intel-
ligence information.

The reported US warn-
ings reflected growing
fears in Washington that

. the North is going ahead
with efforts to develop nu-
clear weapons after South

Korean officials said Py-

ongyang had recently shut

down a reactor, possibly to

~ harvest plutonium that
could be used in an under-
ground test.

The 5-megawatt reactor
at Yongbyon generates
spent fuel rods laced with
plutonium, but they must
be removed and re-
processed to extract the
plutonium for use in an
atomic weapon. They can
be removed only if the re-
actor has been shut down.
North Korea restarted the
reactor after expelling UN

. monitors at the end of 2002.

On Friday, US assistant
secretary of state Christo-
pher Hill — Washington’s
point-man on North Korea
— warned the communist
state against conducting a
nuclear test, saying such a
move would be a “truly
troubling” complication
for suspended six-nation
talks on halting Py-
ongyang’s nuclear pro-
gram. The negotiations —
among the two Koreas, the
US, China, Japan and Rus-

., sia— stalled last June after
three inconclusive rounds.

The US mission to the In-
ternational Atomic Energy
Agency in Vienna declined
comment, and an official
i close to the IAEA told the
AP he was not aware that
Washington had informed
the agency of the most re-
cent concerns. After the
North quit the TAEA in
2002, the agency was left
with no direct access to or
overview of the country’s
nuclear program.

The US and South Korea
have called on China to
play a bigger role in con-
vincing Pyongyang to re-
turn to the negotiations.

01 MY 2005  THE HIDUSTAN TIMES



VIENNA: The United States has
warned its allies that North Ko-
rea may be ready to carry out an
underground nuclear test as
early as June, diplomats said on
Saturday, even as Iran stated
that it will resume some nuclear
activities related to uranium en-
richment next week.

The diplomats said the infor-
mation regarding North Korea
had heen annarently ogthered in
part from satellite imagery.

They spoke on condition of
anonymity due to the sensitivity
. of discussing intelligence infor-
| mation.

Growing fears

The reported U.S. warnings
reflected growing fears in Wash-
ington that the North is going
at]ead with efforts to develop nu-
clear weapons after South Ko-
_rean officials said Pyongyang
had recently shut down a nucle-
ar reactor, possibly to harvest
plutonium that could be used in
an underground test.

The 5-megawatt reactor at
Yongbyon generates spent fuel
rods laced with plutonium, but
they must be removed and re-
processed to extract the plutoni-
um for use in an atomic weapon.
They can be removed only if the
reactor is shut down.

In Teheran, a top nuclear ne-
gotiator said on Saturday that
his country would resume some
nuclear activities related to ura-
nium enrichment

The state-run news agency
IRNA quoted Hasan Rowhani as
saying the Islamic Republic
might not resume actual urani-
um enrichment — injecting ura-
nium gas into centrifuges — but
that it might restart activities at
its uranium conversion facility
in Isfahan.

“It’s unlikely that uranium
enrichment ... which takes place
in Natanz, will be resumed, but
it’s likely that some activities at
Isfahan Uranium Conversion
Facility will restart next week,”
Mr. Rowhani said. — AP

01 May 200¢

North Korea set to test
nuclear bomb, warns U.S.

Iran announces move to resume uranium enrichment

N

POINTED MESSAGE: A woman pushes a baby cart past the displays of North Korea’s
Scud-B missile, fourth from right, and South Korean weaponry at the War Memorial
Museum in Seoul on Friday. The U.S. has warned that Pyongyang could arm the
missile with a nuclear weapon. — PHOTO: AP
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US slams Pyongyang’s
“.remarks on N-issue

Johannesburg. The US on
Friday ac
cused North
Korean vice
president
Yang Hyong
sop of mak-
ing “absurd”
remarks af-
ter he blamed
Washington
for stalled six-nation talks on
Pyongyang’s nuclear pro-
gram. On an official visit to
South Africa, Yang said the
US had openly displayed its
hostility towards North Ko-
rea during the talks that end-
ed in June 2004.

“The remarks made by
the North Korean vice pres-
ident in Pretoria concern-
ing the US are absurd and

Y Hyong Sop

distort the truth,” said a US
embassy statement released
in Pretoria. “The US is com-
mitted to a peaceful diplo-
matic solution to the threat
of North Korea’s nuclear
programs through the six-
party talks,” it said.

Meanwhile, Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice has
accused North Korea of fo-
cusing on the US label of Py-
ongyang as an “outpost of
tyranny” to avoid discussing
its nuclear programme.

In an interview to US TV
network ABC in Islamabad,
Rice said, “The North Kore-
ans are determined to
change the subject from
what North Korea is doing,
and we are not going to let
them change the subject.”

The reclusive regime said
on Wednesday it would not
engage in fresh talks with
the US on its nuclear ambi-
tions and lashed out at Rice,
currently on a six-nation
tour of Asia. A foreign min-
istry spokesman said in a
statement published by the
north’s official Korean Cen-
tral News Agency that talks
were inconceivable until
Pyongyang was “delisted as

‘an outpost of tyranny’.”

Rice said: “I am not going
to get into a debate on seman-
tics with the North Koreans.
Everybody knows what life
looks like in North Koreaand
everybody knows what kind
of system rules there. 'm not
going to let the North Kore-
ans change the subject.” arp




