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+ CENTRAL ASIA

Russia's Security Interests Linked To Transport, Markets And Migration

great deal has changed since
Me collapse of the Soviet
nion. Russia has emerged
from what seemed to be a per-
manent economic crisis in the
1990s and is working to regain its
influence in the former Soviet
republics, proceeding from its
national interests.

Russia most certainly has sub-
stantial interests in Central Asia,
and they will remain so in the
future. The scope of these inter-
ests (its growth or decline) will
depend on the internal situation
in Russia and Central Asia, but
the interests themselves are
clearly a lasting factor. To begin
with, Russia wants Central Asian
markets to be open, because
Russia supplies all kinds of com-
modities to Céntral Asia, mostly
end products and it wants this
flow to keep moving.

Go easy on democracy

Secondly, it wants to develop
the transport network because
trade needs a normally opera-
ting transport system. We should
modernise transport systems
linking Central Asta with Russia,
as they are becoming obsolete
and worn out due to a lack of
investment.

And the third aspect is con-
cerned with migration. It is a
normal process for labour mig-
rants to move from Central Asia
to Russia. The region was part of
the Russian Empire and then the
Soviet Union for a very long
time. People there have not only
been initiated to Russian cul-
ture, but they have also retained
their knowledge of the Russian
language to this day. Therefore,
they find it easier to adjust in
Russia than Chinese, Vietna-
mese or Pakistani nationals.

It is another matter that mig-
ration should be regulated, look-
ing at which industries and re-
gions of Russia need labour mig-
rants, and where any inflow
would create tension on the
labour market, which might have
an adverse effect on ethnic re-
lations. Demographically, Russia
needs labour migrants, while
agrarian regions in Central Asia
are so over-populated that an
inability to find employment
elsewhere would create social
tension and even lead to un-
desirable political results.

The author is director of the Russian
Institute of Strategic Studies
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The above three issues — the
transport system, the openness
of markets, and labour migration
— are also linked with Russia’s
security interests. Russia wants
Central Asian states to have sta-
ble and secular political regimes
that can ensure that people from
different ethnic backgrounds
and with religious beliefs live,
trade and work in a peaceful en-

interests in the region.
However, there are certain
problems in the region, drug
trafficking being one of the most
serious of them. It is a highly
specific problem concerned with
the security of Central Asia,
Russia and Europe. It is extrem-
ely important to-find ways to
stop drug trafficking via Central
Asta, because the production of

vironment. Moreover, a consi-
derable number of Russians and
Russian speakers live in Kaza-
khstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan
and, to a lesser degree, in Taji-
kistan and Turkmenistan. So, in-
ternal security in these countries
means the security of our com-
patriots.

Russia does not want to try
any risky experiments, in parti-
cular, any attempt to accelerate
the development of democracy
there. This is not because we are
against democracy, but rash me-
thods of promoting democracy
could ignite a social and political
explosion that might sweep away
secular regimes and bring to po-
wer Islamic, and possibly funda-
mentalist, forces. This risk does
exist in Central Asia, above all in
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan.

Flow of drugs

The road to stability there
should lie through the gradual
creation of states ruled by law
that may incorporate elements
of authoritarian regimes initially
and, possibly, for a rather long
period. These are Russia’s main
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drugs has grown substantially
following the overthrow of the
Taliban regime in Afghanistan
and narcotics are delivered
mostly via Central Asia.

We believe that the withdrawal
of Russian border troops from
Tajikistan will increase the drug
transit, because experts from the
UN Office of Drug Control and
Crime Prevention say the Rus-
sian border troops were the
main obstacle to drug traffic via
the region. Russia has a keen
interest, including at the level of
common people, society and the
state, in finding effective me-
thods to at least reduce the drug
flow from Afghanistan.

The US is responsible for the
future of Afghanistan and hence
for the growth in the production
of drugs under the Karzai gov-
ernment. What has the US done
to at least keep the production
of drugs at the old level, when
the Taliban were in power?

Russia and other countries are
ready to interact with the US in
this sphere, but Washington
should take practical steps and
assume responsibility. It is sur-

prising that some people say that
it is the British who are respon-
sible for the drug situation in
Afghanistan. Though it is a ma-
jor power, Britain cannot solve
the problem.

It can be done only through
concerted efforts, with the US
assuming the greatest res-
ponsibility and making the bulk
of efforts. Maybe it would be
reasonable to review the format
of Russian border troops (in
Tajikistan) and involve other
countries from the Collective
Security Treaty Organisation in
controlling the border, rather
than proceeding from the as-
sumption that Tajikistan will be
able to stop drugs on its border
without outside assistance.

Radical Islamic intelligentsia

In the Central Asia there also
exists the threat of radical Islam.
The authorities in Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uz-
bekistan (there is no reliable in-
formation about Turkmenistan)
are aware of the danger of Islam
taking the Wahhabi road and are
trying to prevent this.

Some time ago, all Muslim
preachers went through a pro-
cess to receive new certificates in
Kyrgyzstan and the number of
mosques is decreasing in Uzbe-
kistan precisely because the state
monitors the religious situation
through religious boards. A
large Muslim State University
has been set up in Tashkent 1o
train personnel, including for
state structures, who would
know how to influence the re-
ligious situation.

It is apparent that the threat of
radical Islam exists in nearly all
of the former Soviet states. The
negative factors of poverty and
corruption are creating a breed-
ing ground for radical forms of
Islam that use slogans of social
equality to win an increasing
number of supporters.

The fact that many preachers
of radical Islam and even Islamic
terrorists come from the middle
class does not mean that
poverty plays no part in this
process. History - shows that
some middle class inteflectuals
occasionally assume a different
position. All the Bolshevik
leaders were not proletarians
but came from the middle class.
The creation of a radical Islamic
intelligentsia is proceeding along
the same lines.
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