Apec leaders

back

new antl-terror%lan

President George W Bush talks with Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi, as Australian Prime
Minister John Howard (right) talks with China's President Hu Jintao. Prime Minister of Singapore Lee
HS|en Loong and Russian President Viadimir Putin look on at La Moneda, Santiago, on Sunday. — PTI

SANTIAGO, Nov. 22. —
Pacific Rim leaders ended
their two-day summit late
yesterday with a pledge to
shore up anti-terrorism
defences, reduce dispari-
ties among their econo-
mies, stamp out corrup-
tion and push ahead with
the WTO’s negotiations
on lowering global trade
barriers.

The 21-member Apec
forum endorsed new secu-
rity measures to fight ter-
ror while issuing strong
support for WTO talks
aimed at liberalising trade.
In the Santiago Decla-
ration Apec member sta-
tes, whose economies acc-
ount for nearly half of the

world s trade-promised to

“continue our work with a
renewed sense of urgency,
in order to achieve a bal-
anced, overall outcome
that will meet the high lev-
els of ambition set for
these negotiations.”

US President Mr Geo-
rge W Bush also endorsed
Apec’s efforts, saying:
“We've got to reject the
blocks and barriers that
divide economies and peo-
ple. And I believe, with the
right policies, we can con-
tinue to grow.” Business
leaders wanted Apec to
launch a formal study for a
proposed free trade area
of the Asia-Pacific that
would dwarf all other
trade zones. Apec leaders
called the study a “rele-
vant  proposal”  but
stopped short of endorsing

it, apparently concerned
about complicating the
WTO negotiations.

The Apec leaders also
approved counter-terror-
ism measures aimed at
protecting food stocks,
improving  commercial
flight safety and making
sure shipping is safe from
terrorist attacks. “We
encouraged relevant Apec
economies to take mea-
sures toward the ratifica-
tion and implementation
of, or the commitment to
ratify, all basic universal
anti-terrorist conventions,
so as to demonstrate
Apec’s unmistakable reso-
lve to collectively confront
the threat of terrorism and
its disastrous effects on
the people and also the
economies of the region,”
the declaration said
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