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26 countries
alerted in
15 minutes,

India not
one of them

B Top world
expert Indian
Tad Murty: I
tried several
times, Govt
said no money

SONU JAIN &
ROYDEN D'SOUZA
NEW DELHI, GOA, DEC 27

AFTER vyesterday’s
carthquake, there were
90 minutes before the
tirst wave of the deluge
crashed into the Indian
coast. Within 15 minutes
of the earthquake, scien-
tists running the tsunami
warning system for the
Pacific had issued a cau-
tionary from their Hon-
olulu hub, to 26 partici-
pating countries. India
was not among them.

This tsunami wammg
stated: “Revised magni-
tude based on analysis of |
mantle waves (8.5). This_
carthquake. is located
outside the Pacific. No
destructive  tsunami
threat exists for the pa-
cific basin based on his-
torical and tsunami
data... There is the pos-
sibility of a tsunami near
the epicentre.”

The last part of this
warning was crucial to
India, as it was this very
“possible tsunami” that
ravaged the east coast.

The irony could not
have been sharper. One
of the people who
helped set up the Pacific
Tsunami Warning Sys-
tem and the Canadian
Tsunami Warning Sys-
tem three decades ago
was a Canada-based In-
dian, Tad Murty.

Now attached to the
University of Manitoba,
Winnipeg, Murty says
key equipment and com-
puter models could have
helped save thousands in
southeast Asia on Sun-
day. He has personally
taken up the issue of set-
ting up a 24-hour
tsunami warning system

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

A father with
the body of his
eight-year-oid
sonin
Cuddalore on
Monday. -

GﬁAPHIC: AJIT KUMAR

ushed off map,
Nicobar IAF
jase struggles
to come hack

W Trauma: officer with handycam

filmed tragedy and then vanished

SUBRATA NAGCHOUDHURY & SHISHIR GUPTA
CAR NICOBAR ISLANDS, NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 27

HE day after, the sea here almost mocks in its
ordinariness. The sun blazing, when you look
down from the AN-32 on its way to Car Nico-
bar from Port Blair, there are just tiny white
flecks on the calm Bay of Bengal. If you don’t search for
land, it’s as if yesterday didn’t happen.

But once you land, you know why this is where an es-
timated 2,000 are feared dead, this is where once an In-
dian Air Force Base was.

The base has been pushed off the map by the sea and
along with it, have perished over 100 officers and IAF
personnel—of the total base strength of 1700. The en-
tire coastline is strewn with trees that snapped like twigs.
Those people who survived are so traumatised that even
the slightest movement of wind or wave makes them run

1 The day after
at the mr

3 tamagetosiz
MR heficoplers
3 MSud0hghier
3 oxproisesindan
sland cancefied

out into the open from the Air Force station hangars and
other installations which are doubling up as shelters.

This was a plum posting, says Group Captain and Sta-
tion Commander V Bandopadhyaya. “The officers and
men wanted to stay here, wilfully.” Because the picture-
postcard Air Force colony was drawn along the coastline,
dotted with elegant two-storeyed bungalows. The sea was
barely 200 m away, the front yard almost a private beach.

But not today.

Most of those houses have been flattened. In many
spots, even debris is missing, the house swallowed up whole.

Standing, then staggering on the debris, Captain P
Maheshwar counts himself fucky—he lost everything but
has his wife and child.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

| Followmg those who are searchlng
for their missing, and dead

RAJEEVP |
CHENNAI, DECEMBER 27

ERCHED ssilently on the
P wreckage of a canoe that
was crushed by the waves
yesterday, gazing out into the
calm sea, Thyagarajan is wor-
ried about tomorrow—"moon-
ram pakkam (the third day)”.
He believes in the fisher-
folk’s myth that if the sea loves
you, it will return your body the
third day it takes you. And, he is
sure the sea loved his mother
Pachamma. After all, like most
others in Sreenivasapuram, she
had lived near the sea for all 65
years of her life.

It had happened scarcely a
few minutes after he left his
mother in their little thatched
home on the beach and walked
upto the village tea shop in
Chennai’s Foreshore Estate.
Suddenly, there was the din of
the huge waves crashing in,
flattening everything on the
way. Then, the shouts and
screams.

An hour later, when the sea
was spent and dragging the de-
bris back with it, Thyagarajan
managed to reach his battered
hut, somehow still left stand-
ing. The waters had taken away
most of his meagre belongings.
Andwith it, his mother.

He had spent yesterday run-
ning all over the beach, hoping
the waters would have miracu-
lously thrown her back alive.
And then, most of last night
hitching rides in goods tempos,
going from one city hospital to
another where they were piling

Mothers mourn in

up the dead, hoping and not
hoping to find her among them.
. By noon today, he had
looked up the last of the eight
new bodies that were trucked
in. Then, he came back to his
beach.
“Maybe, she will come back

to say she had run away when
the waves came... but she was
too old to run,” he says.

A hundred metres away, 12-
year-old Syed is searching for
something to salvage from the
remains scattered around a

. CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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TREMORS

SHIV AROOR
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 27

EFENCE forces in-

tensified rescue opera-

tions in the quake-rav-

aged Andaman and

Nicobar Islands even as Defence

Minister Pranab Mukherjee and Air

Chief Marshal S Krishnaswamy

reached Port Blair this afternoon in
the midst of persisting tremors.

About 56 IAF personnel also ar-

rived on the island today for rescue

work. Back on the mainland, an En-

gineering Corps column in Chennai

was dispatched to badly-hit Nagap-

attinam, while.a 7 J-K Rifles column

isin Kalpakkam.
. The Air Chief said late last night
that 20-30 fixed wing aircraft were

on standby for deployment to the

Andamans, though the IAF is now
reworking its rescue strategy. Ques-
tions were raised yesterday on

I The situation is bad but there
is no need to panic. Nobody
could prevent what happened.

Pranab Mukherjee, Defence Minister

One-and-half hours is sufficient
(reaction) time. But there was
no awareness and preparation
for such a situation, wmch
caused loss of life.

whether Port Blalr could accommo-
date so many aircraft, or have the in-
frastructure to receive 30 aircraft in
succession. The floods destroyed
two IAFchoppers on Car Nicobar
while two others were damaged.

With the entire naval fleet on
standby, there is an immediate likeli-
hood of more ships, apart from the
20 deployed yesterday, being
pressed into rescue service forwhat is
continuing to unfold as one of the
most harrowing and dispersed hunts
for dead and injured in the country’s
history of natural disasters.

Yesterday, the Defence Ministry
deployed twenty naval warships,
about - 100 IAF and Navy heli-
copters, five aircraft, hundreds of
army troops trained in rescue and a
lhne maritime patrol plane to record

e damage from above.

Assistance to Sri Lanka (code-
named Operation Rainbow) in-
cluded Dornier aircraft sorties with

Sriprakash Jaiswal, MoS, Home

The Nuclear Power
Corporation of India
Limited has assured that
the Madras Atomic Power

Station was brought in safe

shutdown condition
immediately after a
tsunami hit the coast, and
that there is no danger
of nuclear radiation.

medical supplies, apart from four
Naval ships sent to the Trincomalee
(INS Sandhayak, INS Sukarya) and
Galle— (INS Sharda, INS Sutlej)
ports. The first of three Western
Naval Command vessels dispatched
to the Maldives yesterday, INS

2§ DEC 2004

Mysore, will be reaching the islands at
8 am Tuesday under Operation Cas-
tor. INS Udaygiri and INS Aditya will
reach on December 29 and Decem-
ber 30 respectively.

Coast Guard vessel Durgabai
Deshmukh provided assistance at

A

Fisherfblk in several coastal

areas are now wary of

venomous sea creatures,

which

have entered the land. Police
said a seven-year-old boyhad
died after being bitten by a
snake at Tranquebar in Tamil
Nadu on Sunday night. People
of the area said not only snakes,
but even scorpions were found

floating in the water.

Kollam in Kerala today, while two
choppers are now in Chennai
Three Coast Guard ships in Port
Blair, the Bhikajicama, Akkadevi
and Vivek have been sent to Camp-
bell Bay. Several ships are now off
the coast of Tamil Nadu, Andhra

Pradesh, West Bengal and Onssa

The Navy has scrambled its
Chetak helicopters from the
Arakkonam base for rescue opera-
tions in some of the worst-hit areas
—— Pondicherry, Cuddalore, Na-
gapattinam’' and "Karrakal. More
Chetaks have taken off from a ship
on the East Coast for operations in
Prakasham, Nellore, Krishna and
West Godavariin Andhra Pradesh.

Six naval ships from Port Blair
are now at Car Nicobar, Kardeep
and Campbell Bay, including a large
landing tanker ship. The INS Ghar-
ial, on its way back from a joint exer-
cise yesterday was also alerted and
diverted to Car Nicobar.

A Navy Tupolev-142 maritime
reconnaisance plane will continue to
perform observation sorties over the
Andamans, while a second Coast
Guard Dornier sortie was per-
formed this morning for damage as-
sessment over the Maldives.

India to install
warning device

INEWDELHL: Indiaon

LIFE RETURNS...

1 Cattle roam the sea shore
in search of food In
Cuddalore, a day after It
was struck by tidal waves,
on Monday. With more and
more bodles being
recovered from coastal
areas of Tamll Nadu, the
death toll In the state rose
to over 3,600 till Monday
evening, as normalcy was
slowly restored. P7/

1 Mondaydecided toinstall N-scientist
arecordingsystemin the . a
Indian Ocean floor to get
ceanfooroeet £ among victims |
aglobal network of coun- I CHENNAL Nuclearsci- | .
tries exchanging informa- entist Dr A. Selvaraj, who ONGC Shuts oll
tion onimpending tidal was attached to the Indira [uad . ‘
waves triggered by under- Gandhi Centre for % we"s n TN
(baeal " C e T seaquakes. : § Atomic Researchat o
i . "~ “While Indonesis, a Kalpakkam, was among INEWDELHLE: The Oil
e T Ron———— member of the network, those ki.11§dinthe _ and NanualGasQorphas
Large that my dient Sh Bishan got the information, India - tsunami tidal waves which shut three producing wells
23351%3 L aéeDSR' G}%n?at qu(a,;; RI ;11d got o Mnlsae’r[gcfﬁltlatle stru/:kthe coastline. ?"Earml Nadu. “The wells
-1/24, DDA Flats, Kalkaj, or Science ar ol- fomic energy ave been shut temporari
S‘flgh?gh":gn?:g dﬁ'g_hefgggh';'g ogy Kapil Sibal said. sources said the body of for three days,”ato;li(;;r-ﬂy
| Kumari from his entire movable Sibal reporters here Selvaraj had been already ernment official said. He,
and immovable properties from that the devastation that identified. however, said Sunday’s
il 1o my chont ancper ach e | | £he new system would be Meanwhie police g e vt nad
also indifferent towards my client, linked to existing devices sources said the tollin notimpacted oil and gas
A{w%.;s)/irson dealing with her will do called data buoys which Kalpakkam area was explorationwork in the
B o un fisk and my above'l | record sea surface para- nearly 60with an unspeci- Bay of Bengal and refiner-
responsible in  any  manner meters. fied number missing. ieson the East Coast.
whatsoever. _ Sd/- ' :
(K. S.KASHYAP) Advocate
A-1111, Pandav Nagar,. Delhi:

I Vice-President Bhairon
Singh Shekhawat and Lok
Sabha Speaker Somnath
Chatterjee contributed their
one month’s salary to the
Prime Minister’s Relief Fund.
Condoling the loss of lives,
Shekhawat announced dona-
tion of his one month’s salary
amounting to Rs 40,000, an
official release said.

B Finarice Minis-

ter’s Relief Fund
H for use inrelief

| operationstobe
* carried out in ar-
eas h1t by the tidal wave. Ear-
lier at the FICCI annual gen-
eral meeting, Chidambaram
appealed to India Inc to do-
nate generously to the PM’s
Relief Fund to help those af-
fected by the tsunami.

BThe United States an-
nounced an immediate relief
of Rs44.5lakh for India.Ina
letter to Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, Ambas-
sador David C. Mulford an-
nounced the relief and ex-
pressed condolences on
behalf of the people and gov-
ernment of the US to the
tsunami-affected people.

I MPs and MLAs of Congress
and PMK from Tamil Nadu
have decided to contribute
their one month’s salary for
reliefwork in the affected dis-
tricts of the state. MDMK
general secretary Vaiko, too,
announced a contribution of

~ Rs10lakh from the party

funds for relief work.

I Delhi govern-
ment an-
nounced an im-
mediate relief
of Rs2 crore
and appealed
 toits employees
, todonate their

one-day salary
tohelp victims. Lt Governor
B.L. Joshi has also con-
tributed one month’s salary
to the relief fund.

1 CPI(M) in West Bengal de-
cided to organise a month-
long statewide mass collec-
tion drive to raise funds for
victims and announced an ini-
tial donation of Rs 7 lakh for
the affectedin TN and An-
daman and Nicobar Islands.

N Assam Chief Minister
Tarun Gogoi has donated Rs
25lakh to the PM’s Relief
Fund to help victims, The
Chief Minister expressed
deep sorrow at the loss of
lives and property, official
sources said in Guwahati on
Monday. —Agencies

Muﬁbéiﬂi keeﬁs date with
saint’s b’day celebratlons

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 27 lMakhdoom Mahm tfaces
his lineage to Prophat Mo-
AS THE tsunami torpe-  hammed '
doed South-East Asiaon Sun-  #0nce his mother asked him
day, many invoked the bless-  for water. As he went to fatch
ings of Baba Makhdoom Shah, - it,she feli asleep. He spent
the revered saint of Mahim., the nightholding the jarof
The saint’s 590th birthday . waler. Seeing his obedience,
celebrations, Urs (December ~ the mother caliedhim =
26-January 4), kicked off with . . Makhdoom {servant of God).
Mumbai police’s traditional of-  The name stuck.
fering of sandal, scent and ~ HAuthorof 84 books,
shawlsathisdargahonSunday, ~ Makhdoom’s best-known
“Baba possesses unlimited . workis A-Tafsir-Al-Rehmani,
healing powers, I am praying  acommentary on the Quran.
for the peace of those who per- L

ished in the toofan,” said 81-
year-old Siddiq Ali, a bearded
fakir associated with the dar-
gah for over three decades.
During the next week,
more than three lakh people
are expected to await their tum
at the crowded central Mum-
bai shrine that’s hemmed in by

restaurants, sweectmeat stores

. andflower-sellers.

Earlier, more than 100
serving and retired constables,
led by Deputy Commissioner
of Police Sandeep Bishnoi,
meandered the lanes and by-
lanes of Mahim.

Clad in white kurta-pyja-

mas, the cops danced to the
beats of nagaras (drums),
screaming “Makhdoom Shah
ki jai”. “Every constable who
joins Mahim police station
must first bow to Baba,” said
Anand Chavan, Senior Police
Inspector at Mahim police sta-
tion. “Baba resided where the
Mahim police station stands
today. We have a room dedi-
cated to his memory here.”

Chavan has a personal rea-
son to thank the Baba. Two
decades ago, he started as a
constable. “Thanks to hisdaya
(mercy), { am a Senior PI to-
day. 1 visit his dargah every
Thursday,” he said.

As the police procession
reached the saint’s tomb in the
evening, frenzy gripped the
stone-walled sanctum sancto-
rum. Devotees jostled outside
even as the police offered
prayers inside.




By Andrew C. Revkin

he earthquake that struck

I northwest of Sumatra, In-

donesia, at dawn on Sun-

day was a perfect wave-making

machine, and the lack of a tsuna-

mi warning system in the Indian

Ocean essentially guaranteed

the devastation that swept

coastal communities around
southern Asia, experts said.

Although waves swamped
parts of the Sumatran coast and
nearby islands within minutes,
there would have been time to
alert more distant communities
if the Indian Ocean had a warn-
ing network like that in the Pacif-
ic, said Dr Tad Murty, an expert
on the region’s tsunamis who is
affiliated with the University of
Manitoba in Winnipeg.

Within 15 minutes of the earth-
quake, in fact, scientists running
the existing tsunami warning sys-
tem for the Pacific, where such
waves are far more common, sent
an alert from their Honolulu hub to

~ With no alert system, S

26 participating countries, includ-
ing Thailand and Indonesia, that
destructive waves might be gener-
ated by the Sumatra tremors.

But there was no way to convey
that information speedily to coun-
tries or communities an ocean
away, said Dr Laura S L Kong, a
Commerce Department seismolo-
gist and director of the Interna-
tional Tsunami Information Cen-
ter; an office run under the aus-
pices of the United Nations.

Phone calls were hurriedly
made to countries in the Indian
Ocean danger zone, she said, but
not with the speed that comes
from pre-established emergency
planning. Tsunamis, sometimes
referred to as tidal waves but hav-
ing nothing to do with tidal
forces, are generated when an
earthquake, eruption or land-
slide abruptly moves the seabed,
jolting the waters above.

Resulting waves can cross thou-
sands of miles of deep ocean at
near jetliner speeds as near-invis-

o wea zon

3 Plate Movements Spawn Tsunamlh

: MYANM_fAR
{ EuRAS

1 Along their border,

the India plate pushes
underneath the Burma plate
in a northeasterly direction.
Pressure builds over time until
the sudden movement of
plates causes an earthquake.

; FLAT%’

sii—Teunami wave

Estimated depth of quake at
epicenter, 4 miles.

Source: U.S. Geological Survey

2 As the India plate
slips under the
Burma plate, part of
the ocean floor is
displaced, forcing
water upward.

3 The

water swells,
propagating Dr
waves outward,
creating

tsunan\ﬁy

P
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Pak sympathy: Pakistan President
Pervez Musharraf and Prime Minister
Shaukat Aziz have sent messages of

sympathy to the Indian leadership on the
tragic loss of life and property due to tidal

waves that struck coastal parts of the

country. In his message to President AP J

Abdul Kalam, Musharraf said, “l am

saddened to learn about the tragic loss of

life and property caused by tidal wave

and earthquake that struck this morning.
The colossal loss of precious lives and
property caused due to this calamity is

irreparable”.

Rs 25 cr for Pondicherry: An

emergency Central assistance of Rs 25 cr
will be given to Pondicherry to face the
situation following the devastation caused
by the tidal waves, Union home minister
Shivraj Patil announced on Monday. Patit

told reporters that more financial

assistance would be given to it after an
assessment of the damage was made by
the authorities. The local authorities told
Patil that over 372 people lost their lives
and property worth over Rs 300 cr had

been damaged.

A grief-stricken woman in Tamil Nadu

‘By Alan Wheatley

Injured tourists being treated in Thailand

India offers help: india on Monday

offered assistance to five countries
affected by the tsunami. PM Manmoh
Singh spoke over the telephone to Sri

Lankan President Chandrika Kumaratunga
and Malidves President Abdul Gayoom.

India is sending 20 tonnes of biscuits,

milk powder, dry food and PVC tanks,
besides medical and surgical teams to

Maldives, it was officially stated here.

Rs 44 lakh from US: The US on
Monday announced an immediate reli
Rs 44.5 lakh to India for the people
affected by Tsunami. In a letter to PM

Magmghan Sinngr;datmhgazzatfigr Igavid ¢ singing bhajans and praying for the safe return of
uriord announc relel an their near ones who're still at sea.
expressed condolences on behalf of the

people and government of the US to the

Tsunami-affected people.

N-expert killed: Nuclear scientist Dr A

Selvaraj, who was attached to the ind
Gandhi Centre for Atomic Research

(IGCAR) at Kalpakkam, was among those

killed in the Tsunami which struck the

coastline in the area. Sources said the

body of Selvaraj had been identified.

smaller than the human toll.

land’s important tourism industry will
have to pick itself up again after suffering
setbacks from SARS and political unrest.

But overall, Asia’s economies and mar-
kets are likely to suffer at most a glancing
blow from the disaster, in which at least
16,000 people died after the strongest earth-
quake in 40 years on Sunday sent a wall of
water surging across the Indian Ocean.

“I do see some near-term impact from
the unfortunate event but we’re not about
to cut growth rates in response to it,” said
Lian Chia Liang, an economist at JP Mor-
gan Chase in Singapore.

Spending to rebuild smashed hotels and
infrastructure could offset lower tourism
receipts in the next few months, he said.

REDUCED TO RUINS IN SECONDé: An aerial

More human loss than economic damage

Singapore: Fishing villages have been wiped out
and money-spinning tourist resorts wrecked, but
the economic cost of the giant seismic waves that
swamped coasts across South Asia will be much

Sri Lanka’s economy will be hardest hit and Thai-

“It will be more of a story of human tragedy
rather than economic costs,” said Song Seng Wun,
an economist at brokerage G K Goh in Singapore.

Arjuna Mahendran, chief economist and strate-
gist at Credit Suisse in Singapore, noted that South-
east Asia’s bourses are dominated by property
firms, banks and export-orientated manufacturers,
which will be little affected by the catastrophe.

As Sri Lanka appealed for aid and global relief
agencies swung into action, the International
Monetary Fund said it stood ready to help in any
way it could. Financial markets, though, only
flinched. Some travel shares tumbled and the Thai
stock exchange was down 1.6 %, but the Thai baht
and Indonesian rupiah lost only a quarter of a per
cent while the Bombay Stock Exchange actually

rose 0.6 %.
an

By B V S Bhaskar/TNN

ef of

Visakhapatnam: Hours after monster tsunamis
hammered south Asia on Sunday, a group of about 20
people gathered in a small room here and started

Their faces gloomy and disturbed, they were finding

“T don’t think you’re going to have a major fall-
out,” he said. But Mahendran, who used to head Sri
Lanka’s investment board, said the disaster would
set back the island’s economy by a year and might
even result in negative growth in the next quarter.

Sri Lanka logged a record 500,642 tourist ar-
rivals in 2003, boosted after a ceasefire the year
before in a two-decade-old civil war, pitting Tamil
Tiger rebels and the government.

different crisis unfold,” said Harpreet Kaur, wife of a
Navy officer, who went out to sea 10 days ago.

Within hours of the tsunami strike, the Navy
quickly launched a rescue and relief mission and
pressed in four to five ships. Other than these, there
are three to four ships that had set sail some days be-

ewm Sri Lanka’s Galle district which was devastated by the tsunamis

The government had been hoping to double
those numbers by 2010. But the tsunami, which
killed 4,900 people in Sri Lanka and left hundreds
of thousands homeless, destroyed transport links
from Colombo to the main tourist destinations in
the south of the island, where a string of luxury
hotels were badly damaged.

“That is a major blow, because tourism was the
fastest-growing component of the econo-
my,”’ Mahendran said. “You’ll have to re-
build the roads and the railway lines and
it’ll take about a year”.

The timing could not be worse for Sri
Lanka because its biggest industry; textiles,
is bracing for big job losses when the end of
international quotas on January 1 exposes
it to the full blast of competition from
cheap rival producers China and India.

In Thailand, where 12 million tourists
a year generate about 6 % of the coun-
try’s gross domestic product of about
$160 billion (83 billion pounds), Nuch-
jarin Kasemsukworarat with SCB Secu-
rities said the disaster would do more
damage to confidence than to output.

“I would say sentiment is hurt very badly,”
Nuchjarin said.

But Anusorn Tammajai, an economist with
BankThali, said tourism was unlikely to suffer as
much from the tsunami as it did from last year’s
outbreak of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome,
when the number of arrivals dropped 7.4 %, or
from this year’s burst of political violence in the
south of the country. reuters

Times News Network

fore the killer waves came. Each of these has 50 offi-

port to port.

it hard to control their
feelings. Some broke
) down and began crying.
ira Others hugged each oth-
er trying hard to share
the grief and console
each other. “She got mar-
ried only 10 days ago.
She’s a civilian. She has

never gone through such
nerve-wracking times be-
fore. We can’t control her.
These periods of uncer-
tainty come in the lives of
Navy wives. They're in-

evitable. But this young |;
girl is far too new to the
fraternity,”

A tourist at a tsunami-hit Thai beach

into port at the appointed hour.

said the wife of a Navy officer who's at sea.

Outside this group of 20, 100 to 200 people from dif-
ferent parts of the city; all from the Navy family, are
deeply worried. Their near ones have failed to sail

“Such situations arise at least once a year. But,
when we switched on the TV sets on Sunday, we saw a

After the

enough to face any situation.”

cers and 200 to 250 sailors. These vessels are yet to re-

crashed in, the Eastern
Naval Command commu-
nications headquarters
sent red alert to all its of-
ficers, sailors and crew.

“The red alert was fol-
lowed by a message saying
all ships at sea are safe and
headquarters is in touch
with the sailors. This gave
us some relief,” said K
Natesan, grandfather of a
sailor, who left Visakhap-
atnam 10 days ago. “Bar-
ring going to church, what
else can we do? I know my son is safe. I'm longing to see
him back and on shore. Only then will I feel relieved,”
said David, an old man, whose son is a submariner.

But a senior officer put up a brave face and said:
“No need to worry. We have seen many more calami-
ties. Our sailors, officers and their families are brave

waves

Srikakulam and Vizianagaram.

Visakhapatnam: The people of this port
city were in the grip of panic for hours on
Sunday morning as earthquake-triggered
tidal waves pushed sea water right into the
streets, but in terms of damage and lives
lost, this part of the AP coast was let off
lightly. No deaths were reported in the three
north coastal districts of Visakhapatnam,

However, two boats out at sea are missing
with 7-man crews and two big boats berthed
in the fishing harbour sank. The Coast
Guard has pressed four ships and two heli-
copters for search and rescue operations.

When the tremors rocked Vizag city at 6.33
am, panic-stricken people rushed out of their
houses. After a while, the panic subsided al-
though the seas were turbulent thereafter.
Two hours later fishermen sailing near the
harbour started shouting as waves began to
suddenly rise. On shore, fishermen ran out to
the jetty to secure their boats. But the waves
slammed into the harbour and upended the
boats. The tide reached the main road near

outh Asia is vulnerable

up in shallower coastal waters
to heights of 30 feet or more.
But even at such speeds,
prompt warnings can provide
ample time to evacuate people,
urty and other experts
1d. The Pacific network of sta-
tions gauging wave and earth-
quake activity is able to alert po-
tential targets within minutes.
Tsunamis have swept the In-
dian Ocean, as well, oceanogra-
phers said, noting one that
killed several hundred people
near Mumbai in 1945 and an-
other—one of the -earliest
tsunamis recorded in the re-
gion—that ravaged what is now
Bangladesh and other parts of
the Bay of Bengal in 1762. With
population densities
mously high in many parts of
coastal southern Asia, the re-
gion should have started set-
ting up such a network long
ago, said Dr Murty, who is orig-
inally from India.
But Dr Murty said India,
Thailand, Malay51a and other

countries in the region “see this
as a Pacific problem”. “I have a
feeling that after this tragedy
that may change,” he said.

The earthquake near Sumatra
was the fifth most potent in the
world in the last 100 years and the
worst in 40 years, registering a
magnitude of 9.0. It was followed
by more than a dozen after-
shocks, but none of those were
expected to produce dangerous .
waves, federal geologists said.

The quake occurred at one of
the many seams in the ever-shift-
ing crust of the earth where one
plate slips beneath another in an
incessant, but spasmodic -
process. In this case, the quake
was set off by an abrupt slippage
along 700 miles of the seam
where the plate beneath the Indi-
an ocean slides under the In-
donesian archipelago.

This caused a vast stretch of
seabed to shift about 50 feet, said
geologists at the National Earth-
quake Information Center in
Golden, Colo. NYT News Service

enor-

Experts scan
the seas for
more waves

By Laxmi P/TNN

Hyderabad: The killer waves may have receded,
but experts are still scanning the seas, for more
tsunamis could crash into the coastline. “The
worst part of it is that you might see the after ef-
fects of such a massive earthquake for six
months,”. Dr R K Cheda of the National Geo-
physical Research Institute warned.

After Sunday’s tsunami battering, triggered
by a massive quake on the ocean floor off Suma-
tra, on Monday, eight aftershocks were recorded
along the same coast till 12.30 pm.

The most intense of these aftershocks was
clocked at 6.2 on the Richter scale. But none of
these sent the oceans rocking. The giant waves
didn’t form, Dr Cheda said.

In a post-mortem of what happened on Sun-
day, he said that high tides caused by the moon
and earth’s gravitational pull could have actual-
ly contributed to the fury of the waves seen in
Visakhapatnam, Machlipatham and Sin-
garayakonda. “Remember, Sunday was a full
moon night”.

Elsewhere, a group of scientists at the city’s,
National Remote Sensing Agency (NRSA) have'
gone back to the drawing board, working on the
possible after-effects of the quake that triggered
the tsunamis. For this, they are banking on satel-
lite imagery. These satellites orbit the earth in a
particular cycle, but cameras mounted on them
have been tilted to track the damage caused by “"
the waves, an NRSA scientist said.

“By Tuesday afternoon, satellite images about
the killer waves would be recorded. These im-
ages will provide an assessment of the damage.
Based on the analysis, efforts would be made to
ascertain the possible after-effects,” he said.

When surface waves with such energy trapped
in them traverse the ocean, it’s difficult to detect
them. Only when they slam into land at a 5 to 15
metres sweeping away everything that stands in
their way, can their impact be gauged, the NRSA
scientists said.

“In any case, it would still have been difficult
to take quick preventive measures. For the waves
took hardly 40 minutes to travel from Andamans
to Chennai. In such little time, it’s near impossi-
ble to take precautionary measures,” he said.

IN THE DARK: Pune’s frequent power cuts ensure

thare’s nn liaght at IMD’s caiemic racordina unit

Shaken, but faith keeps their hopes alive

How Vizag survived wave fury

the fishing harbour. After this news was
flashed on TV, thousands of residents gath-
ered near Ramakrishna beach and the fish-
ing harbour to watch the turbulence.

However, loading and unloading operations
at the Vizag Port Trust harbour were not af-
fected. Indian Navy installations and major
industries in Vizag city also felt little impact.

The tide rose 5-10 m in the mid-sea off
Vizag, diminishing to 3-5 m on the coast,
damaging small fishing boats, jettys and
catamarans and tearing up fishing nets
along the coast at Bheemunipatnam. Re-
gional director of the Cyclone Warning Cen-
tre J VM Naidu said the sea off’ Visakhapat-
nam is quite steep and this absorbed the im-
pact of the tremors. Moreover, a wide stretch
of beach separates the city and there are few
fishing villages bang on the coast in this
area. Therefore the impact was less than else-
where on the AP coast, he said.

He warned that tremors and wave activi-
ty in the Bay of Bengal would continue for
another 36 hours and advised revenue,
Navy and Coast Guard to be on alert lest the
full moon tide drowns villages on the shore.
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stalk town

BAPPAMAJUMDAR

Port Blair, Dec. 27: The mas-
sive waves have gone, but it
has left this picturesque capi-
tal of the Andamans a shat-
tered town.

Though Car Nicobar has
borne the brunt of the destru-
ction, fear and shock has
numbed Port Blair. Almost
all markets are shut, there is
no electricity and water is
scarce. People have emerged
on the streets, but all they talk
of is how the giant waves

Volunteers bring relief toa
village near Chennai. (AFP)

lashed the town, taking five
lives and razing buildings.

People narrate how 13-
year-old Joshdin was walking
by the beach yesterday morn-
ing when he suddenly saw a
huge wave about to crash on
the beach. He turned and ran.
Joshdin thought he had made
it to safety when a tree uproot-
ed by the wave hit him on the
back ending his life instantly.

In Corbyn’s Cove, 59-year-
old Bharat Ram’s wife Sumita
sobs and recounts how her
husband’s morning walk was
cut short by a wave that flung
him 10 feet away and squeezed
his life out. “I could not imag-
ine that he would not return
home,” she said.

The authorities said the
waters had rushed about 6 km

into the island, destroying
houses and trees in its path. In
Shadipur a building has col-
lapsed, in Janglighat huts
have been flattened and in Ma-
rina Park people go around
collecting bit and pieces of
their belongings strewn
around the place. “It took us
totally by surprise,” said 24-
year-old Lawrence. “We are
still looking for things washed
away from our homes.”

But since this morning,
Shakil Ahmed has been mak-
ing the rounds of the offices of
the inspector-general of police
and Union territory authori-
ties not to “look for things
washed away”, but in search
of his brother Fakir Ahmed
who had travelled to Cachal
island two days ago but has
been missing since yester-
day’s devastation.

“There is simply no trace
of him,” Shakil said. “I don’t
know whether he is dead or
alive or even if he is stranded
somewhere and no one here
can help me.” ‘

Faced with the enormity of
the task and the unexpected-
ness of the tragedy, the An-
damans authorities are strug-
gling to cope with the situa-
tion and the unending re-
quests and queries from resi-
dents and tourists alike.

Pronab Das, who was in
Havelock’s Dolphin Resort
when the waves struck has
managed to make his way
back to Port Blair and is now
doing the rounds to get a pas-
sage back to Calcutta. “I saw
the 15 feet high waves in Have-
lock and I have decided that I
cannot stay here any longer.”

Arnab Choudhury with
his wife and two children have
also decided to cut short their
stay but are finding it difficult
to find seats on the packed
flights. “There is no water
here, no electricity and noth-

. ing left for us to do,” Arnab

said. “I am desperate to get
back home.”

2000 EVACU

N-plant
safe, but
workers
move out

M.R. VENKATESH

Kalpakkam, Dec. 27: Nearly
2,000 people have been evacu-
ated from near the shoreline
in Kalpakkam, which was hit
by tsunami yesterday in the
wake of the devastation,
though the nuclear plant es-
caped damage.

“The nuclear power plant
(Kalpakkam has two units of
220 MW each besides a re-
search reactor and the Fast
Breeder Test Reactor at
IGCAR) is absolutely safe as,
within minutes of the under-
sea earthquake striking
Sumatra in Indonesia, the
plant was shut down as our
seismograph can pick up
these signals,” said a scientific
officer at Kalpakkam.

The situation in the resi-
dential colony, which was cut
off from the rest of Kal-
pakkam, is a different story.

Pudupattinam, where sev-
eral scientific officers of the
Madras Atomic Power Station
and the Indira Gandhi Centre
for Atomic Research live, re-
sembled a graveyard today.

Two thousand people, in-
cluding employees of the nu-
clear plant and their family
members, were transported to
a makeshift camp at Anupu-
ram — a short distance from
the Kalpakkam plant — where
quarters had been construct-
ed for officers and scientists

A child eats food distributed by a volunteer organisation in Chennai. (Reuters)

OM KALPAKKAM SHO
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Delhi dips into
calamity purse

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Dec. 27: The
Union cabinet has decided to
provide the tsunami-hit
states Rs 500 crore from the
National Calamity Contin-
gency Fund for immediate re-
lief and appealed to people to
donate for the disaster-hit.

Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh has asked his
council of ministers to do-
nate a month’s salary to the
fund and government ser-
vants to give a day’s pay.

Singh, who was slated to
visit affected states tomor-
row, has postponed his trip.
Instead, he will be in the cap-
ital to take stock of the situa-
tion in Car Nicobar island,
which has been the worst-hit
in the country.

Defence minister Pranab
Mukherjee, who visiting the
Andaman and Nicolar islan-
ds, will return tomorrow and
give the Prime Minister first-
hand information about the
devastation there, PMO spok-
esperson Sanjaya Baru said.

Finance minister P. Chida-
mbaram has urged India Inc
to donate generously to the
Prime Minister’s Relief Fu-
nd. Members of the Federati-
on of Indian Chamberys of Co-
mmerce and Industry (Ficci)
have already responded by
committing Rs 2.5 crore.

The cabinet has decided to
constitute a committee
which will monitor relief
and rehabilitation measures
on a daily basis. The commit-
tee will be chaired by the
Prime Minister and in his ab-
sence the seniormost cabinet
minister, Chidambaram said
after the cabinet meeting.

The official death toll in
the states hit by the tsunami
waves hovers around 3,400,
but thereis a feehng tha.t,the

..final body cogmx could ‘b

twice to thrice this ﬁgure or

even more if the govern-
ment’s worst fears come ttue
in the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands. Reports from the An-
damans have tentatively put
the toll across the islands to
around 3,000 but home min-
istry officials feel it is hound
to increase.

The islands will be consid-
ered separately for financial
assistance through the home
ministry in view of its Union
territory status and its spe-
cial needs.

Minister of state for home
Sriprakash Jaiswal spoke
of another danger bothering
the ministry — that India
might lose some islands to
the sea permanently. Some
25 low-lying islands in the
Car Nicobar region have
been submerged, Jaiswal
said, giving rise to specula-
tion that they might be lost
permanently.

Aerial surveys and satel-
lite images in the last 24 hou-
rs have not been able to give
the complete picture of the
disaster; officials said. So, the
damage assessment in the isl-
ands could be a long-drawn
affair, they added.

“We have been able to es-
tablish contact with the Nico-
bar collector over satellite
phone and have started air
dropping food, blankets and
tentage,” a home ministry of-
ficial said.

The Crisis Management
Group that met this after-
noon to make a fresh assess-
ment and review the relief
work has decided to concen-
trate efforts on those islands
administered directly by the
lieutenant-governor and a
team of bureaucrats.

Although the devastation
is widespread, home min-
istry officials said there was
no need to declare the calami-
ty a “national disastey” as the
states were managing the Slt-
uation “very well”.

ELINE

Sonia Gandhi comforts a tsunami victim in Parka village on Car Nicobar island. (AFP)

working in new projects, in-
cluding the prototype fast
breeder reactor.

Most residences close to

the shoreline in Pudupatti-
nam were locked early today
as people had been advised by
the Madras Atomic Power Sta-
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tion authorities to move out to
either the less affected part of
the residential colony or the
camp at Anupuram.

“Fortunately, the army and
the Central Industrial Securi-
ty Force took charge last night
and prevented antisocials
from plundering our houses,”
said Arun, a scientific officer.

The receding waters left
behind a trail of destruction
— overfurning scores of cars
and trapping two-wheelers in
the silt.

The ground-floor homes
were covered in silt pushed in
by the tsunami. Furniture,
electronic appliances and
other household items were
mostly damaged.

Sonia’s
team chips
in with
salary

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Dec. 27: Con-
gress president Sonia Gandhi
has directed her party mem-
bers and the frontal organisa-
tions to mount a major relief
operation as the magnitude of
death and destruction caused
by yesterday’s tsunami began
to unfold today.

Sonia, who cancelled her
two-day visit to Kerala, direct-
ed the more than 200 Congress
MPs to contribute one mon-
th’s salary (Rs 12,000) towards
relief. Party MLAs and MLCs
across the country were also
asked to contribute one
month’s salary.

The Congress president,
accompanied by defence min-
ister Pranab Mukherjee and
party general secretary Ambi-
ka Soni, rushed to the Andam-
an and Nicobar Islands, which
is feared to be the worst affect-
ed, to survey the situation and
assess relief requirements.

Sonia will visit Tamil
Nadu tomorrow and thengo to
the other affected states,
Andhra Pradesh and Kerala,
said the chairperson of the
Congress media department,
Girija Vyas.

Before leaving for the An-
damans, Sonia directed Con-
gress leaders to set up a con-
trol room to direct the party’s
relief work.

A committee, including
the party’s treasurer and gen-
eral secretaries, supervises
the relief activities. They will
coordinate with control rooms
that have been set up at the
state and district levels in the
affected states. The state Con-
gress committees will func-
tion as relief panels.

The party’s central relief
committee, which held its first
meeting today, urged general
secretaries in charge of affect-
ed states to rush to their
regions. Sonia asked the Kar-
nataka Congress to take the
leading role in relief work in
the Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands, the Maharashtra unit
in Pondicherry and the Andh-
ra unit in Tamil Nadu.

Singh ships out help
Lanka & Maldives

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Dec. 27: Manmo-
han Singh today spoke on tele-
phone to SriLankan President
Chandrika Kumaratunga and
President Abdul Gayoom of
the Maldives, two island na-
tions devastated by yester-
day’s killer tsunami waves.

The Prime Minister told
them that India was ready
to assist in whatever way
needed.

Sri Lanka needs help in lo-
cating hundreds of missing
fishermen. The Indian Navy is
already on the look out for
boatmen needing assistance.

Last evening, India sent in
a Dornier aircraft laden with
600 kg of medicines and a
team of doctors. Today, the
navy launched Operation
Rainbow:. It sent out four ships
to SriLanka. INS Sharda and
INS Sutlej are headed for Galle
in the south, an area badly hit
by the waves. Two more ships,
the INS Sandhayak and the
INS Sukanya, have set off for

Trincomalee, the headquar-
ters of the eastern province.
All the four vessels have heli-
copters and divers on board.
The ships are carrying med-
ical teams, supplies and relief
equipment. The air force has
also chipped in with a search-
and-rescue operations team.

For the Maldives, the navy
will launch Operation Castor,
involving three ships. INS
Mysore, INS Udaygiri and INS
Aditya are preparing to set out
later today. INS Mysore has
two helicopters and the other
two have a chopper each. INS
Aditya is carrying water and
has a purification plant. Med-
ical teams, supplies and relief
equipment are also on board.
INS Mysore is expected to
reach tomorrow, INS Udaygiri
on Wednesday and INS Aditya
on Thursday.

In a show of bonhomie,
Pakistan has expressed will-
ingness to offer assistance to
India. Indian foreign secre-
tary Shyam Saran, appreciat-
ing Pakistan’s gesture, said he
would convey Islamabad’s

offer to Delhi. He pointed out
that if there was any area in
which India needed Pakistan's
help in this regard, it would
ask for it.

The external affairs min-
istry has also written to the
heads of the Indian missions
in the Maldives, Sri Lanka, In-
donesia, Thailand and
Malaysia to find out about
Indians who may have be
stranded there.

So far, one Indian woman
was reported dead in Thailand
and another injured in
Phuket, a holiday destination
in that country. National Con-
ference leader Omar Abdul-
lah, who was also in Thailand,
is safe. The Indian mission in
Bangkok has flown consular
officials to Phuket to provide
assistance to Indians who may
be holidaying there. The exter-
nal affairs ministry has acti-
vated a control room in Delhi.
The affected missions are also
operating control rooms. In
New Delhi, additional secre-
tary, administration, Talmiz
Ahmad is the coordinator.

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Dec. 27: The
major telecom operators in
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and
Andhra Pradesh, which were
hit by tsunamis, said their net-
works are functioning nor-
mally, though call drops and
busy tones continued to irri-
tate those calling from other
parts of the country.

AirTel said their systems
had been functioning normal-
ly even in the wake of the
tsunami and the damage in
the coastal areas of the coun-
try. The undersea cable, mo-
bile and fixed-line networks of
the company were also func-
tioning normally, it said. The
network claimed that there
has been no damage to its tele-
com infrastructure.

“AirTel is also undertaking
measures to ensure connectiv-
ity on its congestion-free
network throughout the crisis.
We have taken all precautiona-
ry measures to ensure that
our networks continue to be

Phone
lines
spared

operational and the compa-
ny’s employees and partners
are trying to do all that is
possible to help the affected,”
a company spokesperson
said.

Bharat Sanchar Nigam
Limited, the biggest operator
in the three states, said net-
work congestion was experi-
enced for a few hours yester-
day afternoon but the situa-
tion was normal by evening.
The same congestion was wit-
nessed early today.

“The network congestion
was due to the heavy calling to
the network in the affected
states. This was temporary
and communications systems
are normal,” said a senior
BSNL executive.

A Tata Indicomm spokesp-

erson said the company’s tele-
com network has not been af-
fected and its subscribers have
not experienced any problem
in making or receiving calls
from the affected states.

Some service providers are
also making special efforts to
help those affected. An AirTel
team and channel partners
have set up crisis call stations
in the affected areas in Tamil
Nadu.

The call stations will en-
able people to contact friends
and relatives and aid rescue
operations and relief workers
in affected areas.

People can make calls from
these stations for three min-
utes without charge. The sta-
tions, which will use AirTel
wireless infrastructure, have
been set up close to affected
areas near the seashore in
Thiruvarur, Kairakkal, Kalpa-
kkam, Cuddalore, Pondicher-
ry and Kanyakumari.

AirTel is setting up more
such stations and has consti-
tuted special teams to under-
take these relief measures.



~Economic toll

Singapore, Dec. 27 (Reuters):
Fishing villages have been
wiped out and money-spin-
ning tourist resorts wrecked,
but the economic cost of the
giant seismic waves that
swamped coasts across south
Asia will be much smaller
than the human toll.

Sri Lanka’s economy will
be hardest hit and Thailand's
important tourism industry
will have to pick itself up
again after suffering setbacks
from Sars and political unrest.

But overall, Asia’s
economies and markets are
likely to suffer at most a glanc-
ing blow from the disaster.

“I do see some near-term
impact from the unfortunate
event but we’re not about to
cut growth rates in response to
it,” said Lian Chia Liang, an
economist at JP Morgan
Chase in Singapore.

Spending to rebuild
smashed hotels and infra-
structure could offset lower
tourism receipts in the next
few months, he said. As Sri
Lanka appealed for aid and
global relief agencies swung
into action, the IMF said it
stood ready to help in any way
it could.

Financial markets,
though, only flinched. Some
travel shares tumbled and the
Thai stock exchange was
down 1.6 per cent, but the Thai
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French rescue workers wait to board a plane for
Sri Lanka at Roissy airport, outside Paris. (AFP)

baht and Indonesian rupiah
lost only a quarter of a per
cent.

“It will be more of a story
of human tragedy rather than
economic costs,” said Song
Seng Wun, an economist at
brokerage GK Goh in Singa-
pore.

Arjuna Mahendran, chief
economist and strategist at
Credit Suisse in Singapore,
noted that Southeast Asia’s
bourses are dominated by
property firms, banks and ex-
port-orientated manufactur-

ers, which will be little affect-
ed by the catastrophe. “I don’t
think you're going to have a
major fall-out,” he said.

But Mahendran, who used
to head Sri Lanka’s invest-
ment board, said the disaster
would set back the island’s
economy by a year and might
even result in negative growth
next guarter.

Sri Lanka logged a record
500,642 tourist arrivals in 2003,
boosted after a ceasefire the
year before in a two-decade-old
civil war pitting Tamil Tiger

be less

rebels and the gover¥fment.

The government had been
hoping to double those num-
bers by 2010. But the tsunami,
which killed 10,200 people in
Sri Lanka and left hundreds of
thousands homeless, de-
stroyed transport links from
Colombo to the main tourist
destinations in the south of
the island, where a string of
luxury hotels was badly dam-
aged.

“That is a major blow be-
cause tourism was the fastest-
growing component of the
economy,” Mahendran said.
“You'll have to rebuild the
roads and the railway lines
and it'll take about a year.”

The timing could not be
worse for Sri Lanka because
its biggest industry, textiles, is
bracing for big job losses when
the end of international quo-
tas on January 1 exposes it to
the full blast of competition
from cheap rival producers
China and India.

In Thailand, where 12 mil-
lion tourists a year generate
about 6 per cent of the coun-
try’s gross domestic product of
about $160 billion, Nuchjarin
Kasemsukworarat with SCB
Securities said the disaster
would do more damage to con-
fidence than to output.

“I would say sentiment is
hurt very badly,” Nuchjarin
said.
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Flu not in control: UN

Rome/Hanm, Feb. 5 (Reuters)
Three UN agencies admonished
Asian countries infected with
bird flu today for being too slow
in sounding the alarm and
warned that the epidemic, which
has now Kkilled 16 people, was
still not under control.

The virus has ravaged poul-
try flocks in 10 countries and
spread in China, home to the
world’s biggest poultry popula-
tion. Authorities there said they
faced a tough fight to defeat the

. disease and state television re-

ported that the virus may now
have spread to 13 of the coun-
fry’s 31 provinces.

South Korea reported its 19th
outbreak, and Vietnam’s Hospi-
tal for Tropical Diseases said
tests showed that a 16-year-old
girl from southern Soc Tran,
province had become the coun-

1

try’s 11th bird ﬂu v1ct1m Tha1
land, which has reported five
deaths, said it had two more sus-
pected cases, a two-year-old boy
and a 67-year-old man. It now has
19 suspected cases of infection
by a virus believed to be spread
by migrating birds.

Health experts say the
human victims have caught the
flu from sick chickens and the
virus is not being passecC be-
tween people, but there are fears
the bird flu virus couid combine
with a human flu virus and mu-
tate into a new infectious dis-
ease.

World health bodies said in a
joint statement after a meeting

in Rome the chance the virus
could spread to other coun-
tries,"including those in distant
regions, is likely to remain high”
unless the right methods were
used to stamp it out.

The virus was not under con-
trol, said the Food and Agricul-
ture Organisation (FAQ), the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) and the world animal
hea'th body, OIE.

Mithout the implementa-
tion of appropriate methods of
disease control the risk of epi-
demic spread to further coun-
tries, including those in distant
regions,
high,” it said.
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~China reflects WHO urgency

Blrd ﬂu 10
close ranks

Bangkok, Jan. 28 (Reuters):
The 10 Asian countries hit by the
rapid spread of bird flu, which
has killed at least eight people
and threatens to develop into an
epidemic worse than Sars, today
promised to fight it together.

Details of what they agreed
were sparse as their task loomed
even larger now that the lethal
virus has struck in China, the
world’s most. populous country,
the birthplace of Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome and
home to a vast poultry industry.

But the WHO said the one-
day meeting in Bangkok, also at-
tended by EU and US officials,
was a good start. “This meeting
is the beginning of the process.
Quite clearly they're going to
start to work together now,” said
WHO spokesperson Peter Cord-
ingley, who described some dele-
gates as clearly shaken by the
rapid onslaught of the H5N1
avian flu virus.

Chinese President Hu Jintao
and Premier Wen Jiabao reflect-
ed the urgency displayed by the
WHO which, with two other in-
ternational organisations, has
called for money and expertise to
launch an all-out war on the bird
flu virus. “Any epidemic must be

eradicated as soon as it occurs to
prevent it from spreading,” the
Chinese leaders were quoted by
state television as saying. “Such
an epidemic must be contained
in one spot and cut off to prevent
it from infecting humans.”

China is slaughtering poul-
try around three farms in three
regions where bird flu was con-
firmed yesterday, the latest of
the quick fire eruptions across
Asia from Pakistan to Japan
which the WHO says has no his-
torical precedent.

The Bangkok statement said
that was the right thing to do and
“rapid culling” was the pre-
ferred solution to an outbreak,
something Indonesia said it can-
not do because it doesn’t have the
money to compensate farmers.

The statement promised a re-
gional animal survey system to
be plugged into the health netwo-
rk to make it easier to tackle dis-
eases such as bird flu and Sars
which leap the species barrier.

The great fear is that the
H5N1 avian flu virus might mate
with human influenza and un-
leash a pandemic among people
with no immunity to it. So far,

there is no evidence of transmjs-
sion between people. )@

25 JAN 200‘




Aepialsoh pres Juaut
-UI8A08 oY} ‘ssauf(l AJojeardsad
AIpeap 943 JO yesaqino ysaij e
jsurede paens3 0} yaam ST} SIUIP
-n3s [00YDs Jo sanjeraduus) ayl
Suryel 1ae3s [[Im axode3duls
‘008 Afresu
SUITy ‘setunod og Aeau ur afd
-0ad 000‘g UBY) 210U 1I9JUT 0} U0
Juam pue z0og Ut 9e[ Suopsuens)
ur padIswe 18a1] SnJdl. ayJ,
‘Yeaaqino
ue Surlaeae Jo sadoy ut — 308d
-sns auILId 3y} pue AJ0BJI[3P [BJ0]
B aJe jey) s[ewirue oyI[-]aseam
— SI9AI0 JO MO B Palspdo
Sey JUSWUIAA0Z JY], "TUsWU0oI
-TAUS a1} pue suewiny ‘sreurrue

— UOTIAJUL SJBS JO S92JIN0S 3g1S
-sod [e Sururuexs aJge A1sTurt
3TedY Y} yIm SurIom ‘Suop
-8ueno U1 s1ayoaeasst OHM
‘noyzgueno
ut J0}S9AUTL plo-aeak-gg
B UI SJBS JO 958D pajoadsns pary;
B paltodaa eury)) Keplaiseg
‘Tendsoy 1Jo[ pUB PaIsA0dal MOU

sey wnata Jeyl, Amp ut yeaiq
-1no 1SE 9y} 01 pUS Ue PaIB[ILP
OHM 93 90UIS 988D Saes 18117 Si1
PAULIJUOD UTYD Yaom ISe]
197e] spewt
9Q prnom JUSWDUNOUUE Tew
-10] e Sures se AsIurit yiresy
S.BUTy) WOoJJ S90Inos pajonb
uorie)s UOISIAS[e} oYL Yoom

11odar sieg
saeq eury)

.R;NIZSJ Vi

HdvuoT 1L FHL

B J9A0 ISn{ Ul 9seasip A[peop
39U} JO 9Sed PAULITJUOD PUO0IaS
8,A1UN02 9]} ‘pres UOTISIAI[SL
3[qe) Suoy] SuoH ‘sJeg suraey
SE PAULILJUO0) U3aq pey ssajrem
ProO-I1e94-07 B ‘UayZUays JO }Som
-1I0u wy g6 ynoge Suopsuens
Jo 1ended ay} ‘noyzsuens) up
*3uoy] uoy jo AU0T0d ysitag
Jautao] 9y} pue SJuopsuens)
Aq papunoJans B8uU0Z OTWIOU
-009 Teroads e ST Uayzuays
. JAJUIM SOUTS UYZUIYS
Ul 95Ed SJeg pajoadsns Jo pouiin
U100 OU U93( SeY aIayL,, ‘Suises
se pajonb sem A1) usayzuoys
Jo neaanq yiresy syj jo peay
‘ugune noyz | ‘uorjesiuedliQ
UITesH PIIOM Y} 4q J9s Sunjaod
-2 10] SusWBAINba.l 8} pamol[o}
Aporns sey A1) usyzueys,,
*]0I3U00
J9pun mou SeM UOIIPUOd STH
‘pres Lousde 3yj ‘. Iseyo Iyl ut
suega0 J9YJ0 JO aan[re] pue ain
-Tre] A1ojeardsadg ‘eruouwrnaud se
yons swiojdwAs 18430 yim pafd
-noJ ‘ssa13sIp Atojeardsad,, 10J 01
ATenuep U0 3IBI IAISUIIUT OIUT
nd sem uay) "wetaiA ut ardoad
931U} PATITY Pey aseasIp oy} ey}
Suruayguod (OHM) uonestuesiQ
YITesH PHOM 9} UITM ‘N PIIq Ul
9Je0S }[eaY MaU B pade] eIsy se
dUIE) JUIWUI0D BNYUIX 3L,
‘pies Aouade
smeu  enyury  ‘eruownaud
[eL1910Bq JO WJ0] B woJgy Jul
-I9JINs Sem 9y Pauluilslap sa03
-00p 1nq ‘o8e Yuow e swoldurAs
aYI[-s1eg PeY ‘gg ‘9YOBTX U]
Japeay juswaed UaYZusysS
*SNATA ATpesp a3
BurARY SB POULIJUOD Udaq PeY
$9SB) pajoadsns Jollaea om] JO
2uo pres 310daa UoISTA9[a) U0
SUoH e ng ‘ased saeg aiqrssod
B SEM UaUZUaY§ JO Umojuwooq
UJISINOS 8} UT ueW HO1S € Jey}
Aepo] sInownt payyungsp eury)
G;E:mmv mﬁ ‘uep .w::.—om
’ ,

- "Pres ‘uoIsIAI(] [0.1U0Y) ases
-ST(J YOO01S9ATT] S AIISTUIU dJn)
-[notas8e 8y} JO J03J08JIIP ‘Yns[ood
-enduny uJopunJiN .‘ng piq
Jo 9343 ST puerrey], jey} jsisut
0} 9XI] P[NOA [,, "eaa[0yd A1ymod
Jo yeaaqino ue Suriieq sem g
Ny parq Jo 9a1j sem J1 pies ‘Ieak
® SUSYOIYO UOI[[IQ 9U0 Inoqe
saonpoad Yorym ‘puerrey,

's38a pue ysyj ‘Jesq
Jo £387eS 3} INOQe PALLIOM Apedd
-Te SIoWNSU0D 399101 0) PMOA
JUSWILIBA0S By} Aepis)seh po
11049 Sem sJeak uf yesaqino ng
pJiq 1811 8y} axaym ‘uedep ug
*3SBISIP 9} JO swoydWAS UMOYS
pey auo ou Aepo} pres [erdr]
-JO YITeY € YBNoif[e ‘S1ss) pooiq
USAIS U89( 9ARY SBaIR Pajdajje
ut Sutarferdoad jo spaapuny ‘Sut
-pIsqns sem yeaaqino ay) sadoy
Furysep Xepoj yaem e Uety} aIouw
Ul N[} uUeiae JO 358D Mau IsIy
31 palJodad ‘sonp pue SusoIyd
UuoI[[IW oM} Aj1eau paf[no Apeal
-Te sey yorym ‘easoyf yinos
Ansnput Anmod jsea e sey
YoTyM ‘BISY UT SILIIUNO0J J91j0
Y sey 1ey} nj paiq urpeatds
-}se] e Aq yonas ussq pey i1
1Y oam Jse[ pate[dap ToueH
K10
PApPMOID 9y} UL U0S pue Jsyiey
B P9103JUI 11 1894 S puk BZUaN[y
-Uf UBIAR JO YBaaqQINo Ue Jurmp
1661 U1 8uoy] Suoy ut patp ajdoad
XIS ‘suewny s}o9Jul A[sJed mq
Anmod Suowe A1pldea speaads
SNJIIA NJj uerae [NSH 8yl
Anmod
auwies ay) 0} pasodxe a1em A9y}

njJ pli

Anqissod oy Surao[dxa age s.101
-eS11SeAUl Ing "WEUISIA Ul SUd
-}OIUO UOI{[IW 9UO ALIBaU PIY[TY
Sey] ey} SNIIA N 3yl 03 $esed Sut
-ureuwral ay) Suryui[ 1ej os aduap
-TAD OU SBM 9J31[) Pres rwQ
"PAIP UBIPTIYD aYf}
JO 9uo Jo JOYJowl 9} pue usJip
-TIY €1 943} JO USAS[H "saouraoxd
Surpunoaans pue touey
ur ezuanpjul yym It 13 oym
ardoad %1 3uowe axam A8y,
‘gaJe [OURH 9} WOIJ UdIP
TIYO oM} PUe J[Npe U0 PIIIY N}

(ddv) KD YUIW TYD OH UL
193TeW B Je a[es uo syonp pue
SuIINYD spoadsuy J301jJo Uy

PJI1q Yey} pouLIjuod AJojeroqe|
3uoy] 3uol e Aq pajonpuod s3s3)
pTes OHM 9} aI1eym ‘WeUIaTA
ut 1ae)s pnom dnoas H10 oYL,
‘SUOHTPUOD
UTB1I3) JIpUN suewNy 03 Jealy)
snottes e asod pmoo pres i
YOIy M ‘SYBaJqIno y) 93e311saAul
0] BISY 0] S]SIJUSIOS puss pnom
1 pres HIQ Apoq oseasTp [ew
-ue priom peseq-siaed ayg,
‘WBUISIA PUB UBaI0Y YINog
‘uedep ur ‘my parq Jo ‘ezusnpy
-u1 ueiae INSH Jo peaads pidea
a3 Aq parLIom aIe A9y} Aes S[ero
-13J0 UITeaY ‘s.Ies Jo uanjaxayl £4q
pauLxere Apeaare uordat e uj
O1oed UISISOM
3Y{} J0J J0)OITP TEU0I391 S,0HM
oY} ‘TWQ pIes | ‘o[qIssrusue)
pue oruadoyied Aysty oq usy}
pmom snaia 3umsus sy,
‘urex)s oy} ysurede
uo09j0ad sunuwul IR sAey
oym ‘ardoad Suowe peaads pue
STIIA BZUSN[JUI UBWINY Y3} 0} U0
Payoje] SLITA 9} JTaITp 3q pmom
saouanbasuo? ay) pres oy Ing
“JudlIalels
B UI pres uonjesiuesiQ YiesH
PHOM 9Y} Jo TwQ NJIBSIYS
Ig [ JSuorssiwisueay  uewny
-0}-uewiny Jo udis ou SI I3y}
ey} ST9Jep 03 3dUIPIAS YL,
-a1doad usamiaq Surpeaads
sT Axnsnpur Axnmod suord
-1 9y} padeard sey jeyl yealq
-JN0 Ue J9A SU3TS ou a.Jae 213} pres
OHM 9} q ‘. nj paiq,, woig
paIp oSeulBUIAIA 99JIYl Joye
Aepo] 3Jeds Yi[eay Mau B pade]
RISV :(S191NaY) €1 ‘uep ‘rouey

3O 31p 231y

. Se WeujoIA Ul ULe[y
RISV JSEIY)NOS JUNey 0) WAN)OI SIBIJ P[CIH




