‘Good news from the Arab world

SINCE September
11, 2001, I've writ-
ten a column once
a year pointing out
g the good news,
which is that Is:
lamic extremism is
losing. The move-
ment, in all of its
variations, has been unable to gar-
ner mass support in any Muslim
country. While people still despise
many of their governments—and
that of the United States—this has
not translated into support for
Osama bin Laden’s ideas. It does-
n’t mean the end of terrorism by a
long shot. Small groups of people

" FAREED
ZAKARIA

cando great harmin today’sworld.

But it does mean that the political
engine producing this religious
radicalism is not gaining steam.

In those places in the Muslim
worldwhere politicat life is open, the
evidence is overwhelming. The 2004
elections in Malaysia and Indonesia
saw secular parties trounce Islamic
ones. Malaysia’s case is particularly
instructive, Prime Minister Abdul-
lah Ahmad Badawi ran on a plat-
form of reform and good govern-

. ment, reckoning that voters cared
more about ending cormiption than
enacting Islamiclaw. The result was a
devastating defeat for the Islamist
party, itsworst showing in 30 years.

In 2004, however, one can point
to more than simply the absence of
support for fundamentalism. There
are glimmers of reform, even in the
Arabworld, the place which remains
the locus of the problem. Govern-
ments are talking about changing
their economic and even political
systems. Some are even doing more
than talking, Jordan has begun seri-
ouseconomic reforms. Egypt, which
remains the most tragic case of lost
potential in the Arabworld, couldbe
rousing from its slumber. An ener-
getic new prime minister has ap-
pointed ateamwith strong reformist
credentials, including businessmen
in the Cabinet (a firstin Egypt). The
reforms they have proposed are
bold and far-reaching, Markets are
taking note: Egyptian stocks are up
100per cent thisyear.

This early enthusiasm could
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easily dissipate. Arab elites remain
enormously resistant to reform
and will try to scuttle plans for
change. But I sense that the di-
nosaurs are on the defensive. For
the first time other views are being
aired. Consider the contrast be-
tween two conferences on reform
held in the last 10 days. The first,
the official Forum for the Future
held in Morocco, ended with the

EX;US president Bill Clinton
with Dubai rufer aI-Maktoum
(right) at Arab Strategy For i

Maktoum, Dubai’s ruler, said point-
edly in his opening address, “I can-
not see why a crisis, no matter how
severe, should delay economic re-
form or plans to eradicate illiter-
acy..What is the relation between
foreign affairs and corruption?”
Interestingly, these voices are
mainlybeing heard from the Persian
Gulf, which has now become the
centre of reform in the Arab world.

creasing divide in the Arab world
between the small, nimble states on
the periphery—the Gulf states,
Jordan, Morocco—and the slum-
bering giants.

Although many in the region
would be dismayed by this division,
it is a healthy development. Pan-
Arabism, which was never morc
than hot air anyway, has been one of
the ideologies that has kept Arabs

The Persian Gulf has now become the centre
of reform in the Arab world. Dubai is far ahead of all others in terms of
economic openness and efficiency. But Qatar and Bahrain are moving in
the same direction. It is a strange reversal. In the 1950s and 1960s, the
large Arab states, led by Egypt, were seen as the modernising forces in the
reglon The Gulf monarchles were backward Bedoum soc|et|es

foreign mlmsters of the region en-
dorsing reform, but adding that it
couldn’t happen until the establish-
ment of a Palestinian state. Some
also insisted that Iraq be free of for-
eign troops. These are the usual,
strange excuses for repression and
oligarchy in the Arabworld. “Until
foreign policy problems are
solved,” the governments seem to
be saying, “we have no choice but
to keep punishing our people.”
But now there are Arab voices
saying, “enough”. At Dubai’s Arab
Strategy Forum a few days later,
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid al-

D14y,

Dubai is far ahead of all others in
terms of economic openness and ef-
ficiency. But Qatar and Bahrain 4re
moving in the same direction with
radical plans. It is a strange reversal
In the 1950s and 1960s, the large
Arab states, led by Egypt, were seen
as the modernising forces in the re-
gion. The Gulf monarchies were
backward Bedouin societies. Now
progress, at least economic progress,
iscoming from the Gulf, while coun-
tries like Syria appear to be stuck in
the Stone Age.

Indeed, despite the stirrings in
Egypt, what is most likely is an in-
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from modemismg. Competitionwill
force each state to focus on its own
future. And as some succeed, others
will follow, and regional trade and
tourism—currently abysmally
low—will expand. Perhaps this will
forge a new Arab community, one
created by the realities of contact,
culture and commerce rather than
wat, thetoric and politics.

We'’re a long way away from
all this. But in the spirit of the sea-
son, let’s give thanks for glimmers
of hope.

Courtesy Newsweek Inc
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“Saudis recall
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Riyadh, Dec. 22 (Reuters):
Saudi Arabia recalled its am-
bassador in Tripoli today over
what it called an “atrocious”
Libyan plot to assassinate the
kingdom’s de facto ruler,
Crown Prince Abdullah.

The Saudi action is the lat-
est sign of the near-collapse in
ties between Saudi Arabia and
the north African state,
though Libya has denied the
accusation.

“The procedure we took is
to recall the Saudi ambassa-
dor from Libya and ask that
Libya withdraws its ambassa-
dor,” foreign minister Prince
Saud al-Faisal said. “A memo-
randum will be handed over to
the Libyan government
today.” Prince Saud said the
kingdom’s move was a re-
strained response to an “atro-
cious” incident. A US court
sentenced prominent Muslim
activist Abdurahman al-
Amoudi in October to 23 years
jail for illegal financial deal-
ings with Libya and for his
role in the plot.

Amoudi, founder of the
American Muslim Council
and head of the American
Muslim Federation, said in
court documents that he had
contacted Saudi dissidents in
London on behalf of some
Libyan officials to kill the
crown prince.

A Saudi diplomat had said
that Mohamed Ismael, a
Libyan intelligence officer,
and his four-man team were
organising the plot in the holy
city of Mecca last year and
that a bank account with $1
million had raised suspicion
about them.

He said the money trail led
to the exposure of the team,
after which Ismael fled to
Egypt, which then extradited
him to Saudi Arabia.

The US, backed by Britain,
asked the UN yesterday to
freeze the assets of exiled
Saudi dissident Saad al-Fagih,
who Riyadh also accuses of in-
volvement in the assassina-
tion plan.

Prince Saud said the re-
quest was connected to the
“Libyan conspiracy ... the
kingdom has suffered from”.

Fagih heads the London-
based Movement for Islamic

Reform in Arabia, which says
it aims to topple the monarchy
by peaceful means. He said the
US action was an attempt
to appease the Saudi royal
family.

Saudi officials accuse
Fagih of exploiting social and
economic discontent in the
kingdom to further his radical
Islamic cause. His group re-
cently called for anti-govern-
ment demonstrations in the
kingdom, but they failed to
materialise after the authori-
ties took sweeping security
precautions.

The US has listed Fagih as
a “specially designated global
terrorist” and accused him of
supporting al Qaida and its
leader Osama bin Laden.

The US investigation into
the plot began as Washington
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and London were welcoming
back into the international
community their long-time
adversary, Libyan leader
Muammar Gaddafi, after he
decided to dismantle his
weapons of mass destructiy
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Associated Press

‘RIYADH, Dec. 16.
Saudi police arrested two
men who fired a pistol in
the air near a spot where
anti-monarchists had plan-
ned an illegal demonstra-
tion today.

Officials said police did
not return fire after the in-
cident in the Red Seca port
of Jeddah, but chased
down the two and arrested
them.

The two are likely to be
linked to exiled, London-
based dissident, Saad Al-
Fagih, who had called for
the protests in Jeddah and
Riyadh.

Saudi police, some in ri-
ot gear and bearing clubs,
were on the streets here
from early morning today.

ready to stop anti-monar-
chy protesters from hold-
ing the illegal demonstra-
tion. Security was also
beefed up in Jeddah.

A helicopter flew in an
overcast sky as policemen
in brown winter uniforms
stood next to their parked
cars along two parallel
thoroughfares — Olaya
Street and King Fahd
Road. The roads run along
the Al-Faisaliah complex
which houses hotels, an of-
fice tower building and a
popular mall. Scores of hel-
meted riot police carrying
short clubs also were in the
area. Around noon, some
of the riot police bowed to
pray along one of the main
roads near the assembly
point. But protesters did
not gather after mid-day

prayers as planned.

An army helicopter hovers over Riyadh streets on Thursday. — AFP

The American and Brit-
ish embassies have warned
their citizens to stay away
from protest areas.

The complex where the
Riyadh protest was plan-
ned belongs to the chil-
dren of the late King Fais-
al, who introduced girls’
education in the 1960s de-
spite fierce objections
from conservative Saudis.

Saad Al-Fagih, head of
the Movement for Islamic
Reform in Arabia, had
called via his TV, radio
and web site for simulta-
neous protests in Riyadh
and Jeddah.

The group failed to pull
off protests last month.
Last year, it mobilised on-
ly about 100 protesters in
Riyadh and similar num-
bers in Jeddah, Dammam
and Hail, partly because of
security measures.

While some Saudis
question Al-Fagih’s mo-
tives and liberal creden-
tials, he is believed to have
strong support among the
masses, where his criticism
of the Saudi royal family’s
excesses strikes a chord.

Al-Fagih’s web site had
maps and directions for
demonstration sites in
Riyadh and Jeddah today.
The maps designated spe-
cial places for women and
others for men — mixing
of the sexes in public is
banned in this country.

Some Saudi intellectu-

k als, however, scoff at. Al-

Fagih. “Al-Fagih, a liberal?
That's a joke,” said Turki
al-Hamad, a columnist and
former political science
professor. “Does he want
to set up a Taliban-like re-
gime in Saudi? Any cor-
rupt government will be
better than that,” he said.
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DUBAI, Dec. 16.
Osama bin Laden today
called on his fighters to
strike Gulf oil supplies
and warned Saudi lead-
ers that they risked a po-
pular uprising in an aud-
io message purportedly
deliered by him.

“Take jihad (holy war)
to stop (the Americans)
getting hold of (the oil).
Concentrate your opera-
tions on the oil, in parti-
cular in Iraq and the
Gulf,”
The lengthy message
also warned Riyadh’s ru-
lers that “the people
have woken up” and laid
the blame for the deadly
unrest gripping the cou-
ntry on the kingdom’s
own regime. “Muslims
are determined to recov-
er their rights, whatever

__the price. Either you give
them back what they
entrusted you with (po-
wer), by allowing them
to choose their rulers, or
you refuse to give power
back to them.” It was the
first purported state-
ment from Osama, since
29 October. — AFP

the voice said.
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Agencies Q\W
Dubai, November 17

ARABS WERE torn between
seething rage at images of a US
soldier shooting dead a wounded
Iraqi in a mosque and dismay at
Iraqi insurgents in Fallujah for
turning holy mosques into bat-
tlegrounds.

Viewers said images, which
Arab televisions aired repeated-
1y of a Marine killing a severely
injured Iraqi, fuelled growing
hatred against America and
helped create more “terrorists”.

“I am not a jehadi, I am just a
normal Muslim but such scenes
are pushing me to Jehad,” said
Dubai-based engineer Abdallah.
“We don’t expect this from the
representative of democracy in
the world.” “This is one of the
things we saw on TV. God knows

60 cops abducted,
dozens killed

Agence France-Presse
Baghdad, November 17

DOZENS OF people, many of
them women and children, were
killed or wounded in attacks
across Iraq today amid reports
that more than 60 Iragi police-
men have been kidnapped.

The policemen were seized on
Sunday as they returned from
training in Jordan, one of only
two men who managed to escape
the ambush said today.

They were staying in a hotel
near the Jordanian border in
western Iraq when they were att-
acked by a group of up to 20
armed men, said the policeman
from the southern Iraqi town of
Karbala.

“We were around 65 police-
men returning from training in
Jordan when around 20 masked
gunmen entered our hotel in
Trebil on Sunday morning,” he
said. “They hooded all the po-
licemen, tied their hands and
took them away,” Leith Naama
al-Kaabi said. Irag’s security
forces are the target of almost
daily aftacks by insurgents
across the war-torn country.

On October 16, nine policemen
from the Karbala region were
killed, also on their way back
from a training session in Jor-
dan, when their convoy was am-
bushed in the so-called “death
triangle” south of Baghdad.

ab fury ¢
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how many crimes they have
committed which we have not
seen,” he added. “When I saw the
video, I wished I had a stronger
gun and (could) spray that sol-
dier with 100 bullets in his
head,” said 39-year-old Issam
Mohammed, who sells sodas.

Ironically, the video’s very ex-
istence is because of the US mil-
itary’s prewar decision to “em-
bed” journalists with troops.
That decision was inspired in
part by a hope that bringing re-
porters along would help count-
er any distorted charges about
what US troops were doing.

The scene was captured by
Kevin Sites, a freelance reporter
working on contract for NBC
News, and his photographer.
They were with Marines on Sat-
urday when the troops entered a
mosque in Fallujah.
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AFP
A displaced Iraqi girl waits to be
evacuated from Fallujah.

In Saudi Arabia — the birth-
place of Islam and of al-Qaida
leader Osama bin Laden, whose
group carried out bombings in
the country — residents said in-
surgents were to blame for tak-

ing their battle into mosques.

“If T was in the US soldier’s
place T would have killed all the
insurgents because they are
mercenaries,” said Saudi Zaher
al-Saleh, a 32-year-old teacher.
“They have turned the mosques
into battlefields and they're
killing civilians.”

Islamist extremists called for
revenge through their websites
and cursed pro-US Muslim lead-
ers for remaining silent. “Oh
God your enemies have killed
your believers in one of your
houses. God take revenge for
us,” one chatter said.

Some Muslims saw the killing
as a personal affront. “It’s as if
they had killed every one of us.
Today, it’s that poor man, tomor-
row, it will be me,” said Sherine
Mohamed, 27, a financial ana-
lyst. “Even if militants didn’tre-

y Marine

spect mosque sanctities, US sol-
diers should have done so be-
cause they claim to help Iraqis.”

Muslims said pictures showing
Marines lounging with their guns
in a Fallujah mosque were “in-
sulting”. They said soldiers “sul-
lied the ground with their boots”
at the mosque where Muslims are
obliged to take off their shoes in
respect for the house of God.

International human rights
groups said the killing could am-
ount to a war crime and showed .
the need to better train US forces
about the laws of war.

The UAE’s Al-Ittihad newspa-
per said the killing was “shock-
ing and provocative”. “If this
crime goes unpunished it will
set a dangerous precedent in US
policies and will destroy every-
thing (good) it has done for
Irag,” it added.

US troops take cover after they came under fire following a car bomb attack on a civilian convoy in Baghdad on Wednesday.
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" The Al-Qaida attack at Al-Khobar over the weekend has only deep%ed the divide in the Saudi
royal family. Who are the reformists, will they triumph? What is the identity and gameplan of the
conservatives in the House of Saud? MICHAEL BINYON provides an overview

Princes jostle in power game

I~ C
House of Saud is one of — %N' L \ The assumption is that another of
the world’s most enduring rul- oy ‘ ) _ the so-called “Sudairi Seven”, the
ing dynasties. Its stability has [, ' ._ - e, R ! powerful sons of ibn Saud’s favourite

given it experience and family
ties have held it together through
strains and emergencies. Now the
royal family faces a crisis.

Its leading members are all in their
late 70s. It has no strategy for succes-
sion. Disagreements on policy are
sharpening. And, faced with an open
declaration of war by Al-Qaida, it is ; : g AR '
fighting for its existence. i ; ' i Bandar

With its many branches, the Saudi :
royal family comprises at least 20,000
members in all. Most have little
power or influence, but all have had a
claim on the public purse. Their col-
lective extravagance and antics
abroad are a main reason why the
family is perceived as corrupt by
many religious Saudis and why there
is widespread resentment of royal
privileges.

wife, will take over from Abdullah
when he dies. The next in line is
Prince Sultan, defence minister since
1962, who has close links with the
USA. His son, Prince Bandar, is the
long serving Saudi Ambassador to
Washington.

Two other brothers are in the line
of succession. One is Prince Nayif,
the hardline interior minister, who
has been in office since 1975 and is
largely responsible for the crackdown

e on liberals and attempts at reform.
"’Mmmz’ £ T L He is seen as conservative, strongly

bl ; anti-Western and close to the reli-
gious establishment.

The other is Prince Salman, the
Governor of Riyadh. A pragmatist
and moderniser, he has less influence
with the Wahhabi religious hierarchy.

Succession is not automatic, how-
The real rulers, however, are a far ever; it is decided by a grand family

smaller, close-knit group, mostly the ; £ , council. And there are other plausi-
immediate children of Abdul Aziz It ; Al ‘ S L ble contenders from the younger gen-

ibn Saud, the founder and unifier of P S 2y _ g eration. The most experienced is

the kingdom, who died in 1953. Prince Saud-al Faisal, the son of the

The present King, Fahd, is largely former revered King, who was assas-
out of the picture after his stroke in sinated in 1975. He has been foreign
1996. A shrewd and experienced minister for more than two decades.
monarch who came to the throne in His brother, Prince Turki, is
1982, he has become an invalid inca- Ambassador to Britain. The youngest
pable of further rule. son of King Fahd, Prince Abdul Aziz,

His  younger  half-brother, has also been groomed for power,
Abdullah, is the de facto ruler, and he e o " and both Prince Bandar and his
is now 80. Abdullah was considered ocr » _ ' brother, Khalid, deputy defence min-

more cautious and conservative than Abdullah N : N Salman ister since 2002, have strong claims to
Fahd, closer to the Wahhabi religious : e o Bebed office.

establishment and less dependent on T — " : : Tirgeras. | BOMALIA The family is divided over how
Washington for backing. But the cri- ' ' : ‘ much the government should
sis in relations with the USA after encourage reform to satisfy calls for
9/11 has changed his views. democracy and how much it should
Crown Prince Abdullah is now a launch a conservative crackdown to
regular visitor to Washington, a confi- appease the Islamists and the reli-
dant of President Bush and has gious establishment.
promised to crack down on Al-Qaida Crown Prince Abdullah is thought
terrorism “with an iron fist”. He has to favour gradual reform; but the
also gone further than any previous recent violent attacks have strength-
king to offer an accommodation with ened the calls of Prince Nayif and

Israel, in the hope of a settlement Suﬁén : poi : e , j others for a purge of the liberals and
that would defuse anger in the Arab : e ’ ' a more Islamic policy.

world and ease widespread anti-US
sentiment in Saudi Arabia.
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Libya pulls

out of Arab”
meet over .
Israel issue

Tunis, May 22 (Reuters): Libya
withdrew from an Arab summit
in Tunis today in protest at the
agendd and at the Arab League’s
failure to take up Libyan leader
Muammar Gaddafi’s proposal

for a single Israeli-Pajestini
state, § y&%
“Unfortunately, Libya 1
. forced to boycott the summit be
cause it does not agree to the
‘agenda of the Arab govern-
"ments. Libya wants the agenda
of the Arab peoples,” Gaddafi
told a news conference after
walking out of the summit. He
said he hoped Libya’s basic peo-
ple’s congresses, local councils
which decide Libyan policy,
would agree to Libyan with-
drawal from the Arab League. ‘
Libya has repeatedly threat- |
ened to withdraw from the 22-
member league and Gaddafi was
a reluctant participant in the
Tunis meeting, which was
meant to present a united Arab
front on Iraq, the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict and political re-
form. Gaddafi criticised the sec-
retariat of the Arab League for
shelving his plan, known as a
“white paper”, to revive a one-
state solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.
The one state, from the
" Mediterranean  to the Jordan
- river, would include Israelis and
Palestinians as equals. Most
* Arab states favour separate Is-
" raeli and Palestinian states liv-
" ing side-by- side.
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S |mages cause outrage

v\

CAIRO, APRIL 30. Arab télevision stations led their
newscasts on Friday with photographs of Iraqi
prisoners being humiliated by U.S. military po-
lice, with one network saying the pictures were
evidence of the “immoral practices” of American
forces.

The pictures are potentially inflammatory in
the Arab world, where nudity is considered dis-
honourable. Many Arabs are already angry about
the U.S.-led occupation of Iraq.

“This will increase the sense of dissatisfaction
among Iraqgis toward the Americans,” said a
member of the U.S.-appointed Iragi Governing
Council, Mahmoud Othman. “The resistance
people will try to make use of such painful in-
cidents.”

Al-Jazeera introduced the pictures by saying
they showed the “immoral practices” of Iraq’s
occupation forces. The anchor reported that
some of those responsible would face trial and
could be discharged from the Army.

The images caused.outrage among viewers as
well.

\6\: in Arab world

Al-Arabiya’s reporter said the pictures posed
the question of how many more abuses were oc-
curring without coming to public light. Amnesty
International issued a statement from its London
headquarters on Friday saying its research indi-
cated that the abuse “is not an isolated incident.”

Yemeni human rights activist Mustafa Rageh
agreed. “I believe lots of similar scenes are still
hidden, and what we have seen today is just a
sample,” Rageh said. “Such hideous scenes are
severely violating human rights’ basic princi-
ples.”

In March, the U.S. Army announced that six
members of the 800th Military Police Brigade
faced court martial for allegedly abusing about 20
prisoners at Abu Ghraib. The charges included
dereliction of duty, cruelty and maltreatment, as-
sault and indecent acts with another person. In
addition to those criminal charges, the military
has recommended disciplinary action against
seven U.S. officers who helped run the prison,
including Brig. Gen. Janice Karpmskl the com-
mander of the 800th Bngade — e
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- Tunisia dumps”
e V)

v Arab summ1t,\b 1

Egyptstepsin -

Tunis, March 28 (Reuters):
Egypt stepped in today to host an
Arab summit after Tunisia
stunned the Arab world with a
unilateral decision to scrap the
meeting on its soil, citing the re-
luctance of some countries to
embrace democratic reform.

Delegates to the Tunis sum-
mit, which would have opened
tomorrow, disputed the Tunisi-
an explanation, saying Tunisian
President Zine el-Abdine Ben Ali
was unhappy that some Arab
leaders did not plan to attend,
and wanted to prove his demo-
cratic credentials to the US.

Egypt expressed “astonish-
ment and regret” at the Tunisian
decision. The summit had been
expected to talk about reform,
Irag and the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict.

“Egypt welcomes holding a
summit conference in the coun-
try of the (Arab League) head-
quarters at the earliest time that
can be agreed,” said an Egyptian
presidency statement. The head-
quarters of the 22-member Arab
League is in Cairo.

Tunisia hit back at Cairo’s
offer, saying a change in venue
was no solution and it reserved
the right to be host.

“Trying to change the place is
to hide the real reasons which lie
behind the decision to post-
pone...Tunisia stands by its right
to host the summit which will
look into these matters (demo-
cratic reforms),” the Tunisian
foreign ministry said in a state-
ment attributed to an anony-
mous official.

Syria said the Tunisian deci-
sion was unjustified and Jor-
dan’s foreign minister Marwan
al-Muasher also cast doubt on
the need for the Tunisians to
back out as hosts. “In any sum-
mit there are differences of
views but that does not mean

that the summit was not well on
its way to a successful conclu-
sion,” he told CNN.

The Tunisian government
news agency said Tunisia had in-
sisted that the summit explicitly
endorse democracy and reject |
what it called “extremism, fa-
naticism, violence and terror-
ism” — and that other countries
had balked at this.

But a Gulf delegate linked
the Tunisian decision to Ben
Ali’s stormy visit to Washington
in February when President Ge-
orge W. Bush told him he wanted
to see a free press and an “open
political process” in Tunisia.

Many of the delegates who
were in Tunis with foreign min-
isters to prepare the summit in-
sisted there had been little or no
arguing, and that talks on a com-
munique had gone well.

“It’s all about the Tunisian
approach to the US, the Tunisian
attempt to win US favour,” said
an Arab diplomat who attended
the last two days of preparatory
meetings. “Ben Ali was asked to
deliver a certain scenario at the
summit and, when it was clear
that he couldn’t deliver, the
Tunisians announced they were
calling it off,” said the Gulif dele-
gate, citing a report from his for-
eign minister.

The summit preparations
had been in trouble for some
time because some Arab leaders
were refuctant to attend and
some had decided to send rela-
tively low-level delegations.

Leaders of Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain, Oman and the United
Arab Emirates planned to send
deputies. Diplomats said some
Arab leaders were worried the
summit could not meet Arab
popular demand for decisions on
issues such as the Iraq occupa-
tion and the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict.
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Arab League secretary-general
Mr Amr Moussa has said the
postponement of the summit will
have grave repercussions on
collective Arab action. — AFP

Assoclsted Press

TUNIS, March 28. —
Egypt today offered to host
a new meeting of Arab
leaders, but the head of the
Arab League said there
were no immediate plans
to-do so following the col-
lapse of the Arab summit
two days before its sched-
uled opening.

The two-day Arab
League summit was post-
poned indefinitely late yes-
terday after foreign minis-
ters failed to bridge differ-
ences over how to tackle a
US reform plan and the ‘\\
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Arab leaders had hoped
to use the conference,
which was to begin tomor-
row, to relaunch a Saudi-
crafted peace initiative to
Israel and to submit their
own proposals for political
reforms in response to US
calls for greater freedoms.

Arab League secretary-
general Amr Moussa,
speaking in Tunis, tried to
put a brave face on the
collapse, saying it was just
a postponement, not a
cancellation.

He said the Egyptian
proposal to host the sum-
mit would be pursued. “It’s
important to have a sum-
mit, and the-effort is con-
tinuing. I hope the summit
will be held soon.”
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-~ Arab countries seek UN

(\\’

United Nations; Arab coun-
tries on Thursday pressed
the Security Council to adopt

aresolution condemning the

killing of Hamas spiritual
leader Sheikh Ahmed Yassin
even as visiting Israeli for-
eign minister Silvan Shalom
defended the Sheikh’s assas-
sination and asked the UN to
hold a special session to con-
demn terrorism.

After meeting secretary
general Kofi Annan on
Wednesday, Shalom said tar-
geting terrorist leaders was
the only way to end terrorism.

During the day-long in-
tensive political activity, Al-
geria, the only Arab mem-
ber of the council, revised
its draft resolution. While
earlier Algeria had con-
demned Yassin’s assassina-
tion, in its the changed draft
Algiers said it condemned

"o condemnation .~

all terrorist attacks against
civilians.

The council is expected to
take up the draft resolution
soon, but it is unclear when
it would be put to vote, for,
in its current form, it is
bound to attract veto from
the US. Washington’s am-
bassador to the UN John
Negroponte said resolu-
tions or state-
ments could not
be unbalanced
and condemn
one side with-
out looking at
the overall context of the
situation.

Even as Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat said he
was not afraid of Israeli
pronouncements putting
him next in line, the armed
wing of the Hamas on
Thursday promised an “un-

YASSIN’S
KILLING

Hawara Checkpoint: A
16-year-old Palestinian
with a suicide bomb vest
strapped to his body was
caught at a crowded West
Bank checkpoint on
Wednesday, setting off a
tense enceunter with Is-
raeli soldiers whom, the
army said, he was sent to
kill.

The soldiers, taking cov-
er behind concrete barri-
ers, sent a yellow army ro-
bot to bring scissors to the
teenager so he could cut off

He’s 16, and ready to
blow himself up

him strip to his underwear
to ensure that he was un-
armed before detaining
him.

There was no immediate
claim of responsibility for
the latest in a series of
foiled attacks on Israel by
Palestinian youths.

The family of the teenag-
er, identified as Hussam
Abdo, said he was gullible
and easily manipulated.
“He doesn’t know any-
thing, and he has the intel-
ligence of a 12 year old,” he
brother said. ar

the vest. They then made

-

precedented” response t:
Yassin’s killing. “Our ac
tion will be like a volcanic
explosion, the extent of
which will be unprecedent-
ed and which will strike the
Zionist entity,” said Mo-
hammed Deif, chief of the
Ezzedine al-Qassam
Brigades, in a statement.
Dismissing any fears,
Arafat said, “We
are a mountain
that is not shak-
en by any wind.
This is not the
—' first time that

they have made such
threats.”
Meanwhile, top Hamas

leaders went into hiding on
Thursday as the three-day
mourning  period over
Yassin’s killing came to a
close. Newly appointed chief
Abdelaziz Rantissi and lead-
ers like Mahmud al-Zahar
and Ismail Haniya had been
receiving the condolences of
Palestinians in a tent at a
Gaza City soccer stadium the
last three days.

At Jerusalem, Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
tried to win the US’ backing
for his plan to disengage
from the Palestinians by
pledging to evacuate six West
Bank settlements along with
a comprehensive pullout
from the Gaza Strip. In ex-
change, Sharon reportedly
wants the US to formally ap-
prove Israel’s maintenance
of settlement blocs in the
West Bank as well as a decla-
ration saying that Palestin-
ian refugees will have no
right to return to Israel after
the creation of their own
state. agencies
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Bla1r at side, Gaddafi
agrees to ﬁght Qaida,

Tripoli, March 25 (Reuters):
Britain’s Tony Blair sealed
Libya’s return to the interna-
tional fold today with an his-
toric handshake for Muammar
Gaddafi and an agreement to
fight al Qaida together.

After more than an hour of
talks, the Prime Minister said
Libya’s rejection of banned
weapons and rapprochement
with the West could act as a
template for other Arab na-
tions to turn their back on Is-
lamic extremism.

“We are showing by our en-
gagement with Libya today
that it is possible for countries
in the Arab world to work with
the United States and the UK to
defeat the common enemy of
extremist fanatical terrorism
driven by al Qaida,” he said.

“It is a very, very important
signal for the whole of the Arab
world.”

On the first visit to Libya by
a British leader since 1943,
Blair was whisked to a ceremo-
nial tent outside Tripoli to meet
the Libyan leader, once con-
demned by former US Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan as the
“mad dog of the Middle East”.

There, the pair symbolically
shook hands for the cameras
before vowing to work together
to oppose militant Islamism.

“You are looking good, you
are still young,” Gaddafi told
Blair, 50, speaking in English.

Blair said Gaddafi recog-

Tony Blair (left) and Muammar Gaddafi shake hands in a
tent outside Tripoli. (Reuters)

nised “a common cause with us
in the fight against al Qaida, ex-
tremism and terrorism, which
threatens not just the western
world but the Arab world also”.

The UK leader pledged not
to forget the pain caused by the
1988 Lockerbie bombing which
killed 270 people but said Libya
should be welcomed back into
the international fold. “In
reaching out the hand of part-
nership today, we do not forget
the past,” he said. “But we do
try in the light of the genuine
changes happening to move be-
yond it.”

Gains to British business
from the diplomatic thaw were
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notched up even before Blair
arrived. O0Oil giant Royal
Dutch/Shell won a $200 million
gas exploration deal with
Libya.

Blair also announced that
defence contractor BAE Sys-
tems would also clinch a major
Libyan deal shortly and that a
trade mission would visit
Tripoli in April.

But experts said the major
spoils may go to the US.
“Gaddafi knows the only game
in town is Washington, so there
will be a big slice of Libyan oil
for the Americans,” said Fred
Halliday of the London School
of Economics.



/YASSIN’S KILLING / PALESTINIANS VOW TO RETALIATE

Arab, Muslim

CAIRO, MARCH 22. Israel’s assassi-
nation of the Hamas leader,
Ahmed Yassin, incensed the
Arab and Muslim world today,
triggering calls for revenge
against the Jewish state amid
and predictions that the region
would plunge deeper into anger
and violence.

Mohamed Mahdi Akef, leader
of Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood,
called it “an unforgivable
crime” and said the Palesti-
nians should not lay down their
arms because violence was the
only language that Israel
understood.

“We will not rest, we will not
sleep until the last Zionist leaves
our territory,” Akef told Reuters.
The influential Brotherhood
shares the Islamist views of Ha-
mas.

In Nablus, West Bank, thou-
sands of Palestinians, promis-
ing bloody retaliation.

The Palestinian leader, Mr.
Yasser Arafat, condemned the
assassination, saying Israel had
“crossed all red lines,” and de-
clared a three-day mourning
period. Flags at his headquar-
ters in Ramallah were lowered
to half-staff, and he held an
emergency meeting of the Pal-
estinian Cabinet.

And in Jerusalem, the Israeli
Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon,
justified the assassination say-
ing the Jewish people had a
“natural right” to pursue those
who would destroy them.

Clearly frustrated, Egypt’s
President and Jordan's king —
two men who'd put their pres-
tige on the line — denounced
the assassination that obliterat-
ed their efforts to push ahead
the Israeli-Palestinian peace
process. Arabs demonstrated by
the thousand in refugee camps
and on university campuses in
Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan,
Iraq, the Palestinian territories
and Yemen in loud but general-
ly peaceful protests, burning

world outraged

7

The Palestinian leader, Yasser Arafat, reacts to the death of
Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, at his office in the West Bank town
of Ramallah on Monday. — AFP

tyres or Israeli flags and de-
manding revenge for the killing
of Yassin.

“What peace process when
the situation is on fire?” a fed-
up Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak retorted to reporters
asking how Yassin's death
would affect the process.

King Abdullah 1I of Jordan
said Yassin's killing would only
lead to more violence and re-
gional instability.

The Lebanese President,
Emile Lahoud, said Israel was
mistaken if it thought violence
could suppress the will of the
Palestinians.

A report from Beirut said the
largely dormant Lebanese-Is-
raeli front erupted in fighting
today, with Hezbollah guerillas
shelling Israeli positions in a
disputed area and Israel retal-
iating with air strikes. — Reu-
ters, AP :
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