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By Andrew Meldrum

A‘ housand§ flee figl\iti g in\;ggngo

/ W
KINSHASA (CONGO), DEC. 21. More than
100,000 Congolese have fled renewed
fighting between the Democratic Re-
public of Congo army and rebels in
the battle-torn east of the country,
United Nations officials said
yesterday.

The civilians trekked deep into the
mountainous jungle to escape week-
end fighting around the deserted
farming town of Kanyabayonga. Rebel
forces gained ground, pushing Gov-
ernment troops back 40 km and tak-
ing control of two more villages.

“Conservatively, more than 100,000
people have run from their homes be-
cause of the fighting in the past few
days,” said Patrick Lavand’Homme of
the U.N.’s office for the coordination
of humanitarian assistance.

Peace plan hit

“With these new people, it means

we have 800,000 displaced people in
North Kivu province. Most are from
fighting earlier this year and even last
year.”
. He said humanitarian groups were
finding it difficult to assist all the refu-
gees. “The soldiers are looting peo-
ple’s homes. There is no security.”
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Two girls sit with their mother in a hospital in Nyamilimo, eastern
Congo, close to the flashpoint town of Kanyabayonga, after
one of the girls was shot at. — AFP

The confusion surrounding the
new fighting had also threatened
the U.N.’s efforts to move ahead
with its peace plan for the area.

Eastern Congo, rich in gold, dia-
monds and minerals and home to a

myriad of armed factions, has been
the scene of considerable fighting
over the past four years. Its border
with Rwanda is at the root of many of
the troubles. — © Guardian Newspa-
pers Limited 2004




“ Toll in Congo conflict put at 3.8 million

DAKAR (SENEGAL), DEC. 10. Six
years of continuing conflict in
Congo have claimed 3.8 million
lives, half of them children, with
most victims killed by disease
and famine in the still largely
cut-off east, the International
Rescue Committee said in a
study released on Thursday.
For years, the international
association has been producing
the most widely used running
estimate of deaths in Congo,
Africa’s third largest nation.

Deaths continue

More than 31,000 civilians
continue to die monthly as a re-
sult of the conflict despite peace
deals, the group says, citing
mortality surveys prepared with
the assistance of on-site teams
of physicians and epidemiolo-
gists.

Congo’s death roll remains
one-third higher than the rest of
sub-Saharan Africa 18 months
after major peace deals, the
New York-based group said.

Most deaths come from easily
treatable ailments, it said, citing
measles epidemics known to
have swept populations in re-
bel-held areas during the war.

The 1998-2002 war in Congo
drew in the armies of five other
African nations.

Neighbouring Rwanda and
Uganda and allied Congolese
rebel groups held control of the
east and northeast. Govern-
ment forces held the west,

People return to their village of Rusamambo, near Goma in the Democratic Republic of Congo
recently, days after they fled to the bushes fearing Rwandan military action. — AP

Fighters in rebel-and foreign-
controlled areas blocked nor-
mal trade routes, plundered
food stores, and blocked farm-
ers from producing crops, aid
groups and refugees have said.

A U.S. National Academy of
Sciences committee approved
the original methodology,
which largely is the standard
process used for estimating suf-

fering from crises in areas that
have been all or largely cut off.
For the survey, researchers used
scientifically randomised selec-
tion to pick 10 health zones in
west Congo and 11 in east Con-
go, and further scientific ran-
dom  selection to  pick
households within the zones for
interviewing,

The group’s last survey, re-

leased in April 2003, estimated
3.3 million deaths.
While the methods of the sur-

vey have been widely accepted,
some statisticians have cau-

tioned against overprecision in
estimating death rolls when on-
the-ground documentation of

th many wars. — AP
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French deny targeting
“xIvorian President +*

Abian\(Ivory Coast): French
armoured vehicles took up po-
sitions near the home of Presi-
dent Laurent Gbagbo on Mon-
day after a weekend of violent
clashes, and supporters feared
an attempt to overthrow him,
the presidential spokesman
said. The French strongly de-
nied targeting Gbagbo’s resi-
dence, saying their forces were
only securing a temporary base
at a hotel about 200 metres away.
“The French army has de-
ployed 50 tanks ... a few metres
from the residence of the head
of the state,” presidential
spokesman Desire Tagro said.

shield” around Gbagbo’s home
as French forces deploy in
Ivory Coast’s largest city,
quelling mob violence that
erupted after France destroyed
the fledgling air force of its for-
mer colony on Saturday.

The destruction came in re-
taliation for an Ivory Coast
airstrike that killed nine
French peacekeepers and one
American aid worker.

In Paris, French defence
minister Michele Alliot-Marie
rejected accounts by some
Ivory Coast officials that Sat-
urday’s bombing was a mis-
take, saying there was “no rea-

French forces

were firing
warning shots to
hold back

crowds of thou-
sands trying to
block the road
around Gbagbo’s
home, said a
worker at Hotel
Ivoire, when
reached by tele-
phone.  “lvory
Coast is a sover-
eign state,” slo-
gans .on signs
held by the demonstrators said.

The hotel worker, who re-
fused to be identified, gave the
same number as Tagro for the
number of armoured vehicles.

“Their presence here is scar-
ing people, they're crying and
they think that President Gbag-
bo is going to be overthrown,”
Tagro said.

The crowds were responding
to an appeal on national radio
on Monday, calling on Ivorians
to converge upon Gbagbo’s
home and the national televi-
sion outlet. Hard-liners have
called throughout the weekend
for loyalists to form a “human

A looter passes by a French soldier as he
guards the De Gaulle bridge in Abidjan

son” for Ivory Coast warplanes
to have “missed their targets.”
The defence minister called
a reopening of peace talks for
Ivory Coast “indispensable.”
African Union (AU) leaders
called an emergency session
for late Monday on Ivory Coast,
the world’s top cocoa producer
and for decades the most pros-
perous and peaceful nation in
West Africa—and the pride of
France’s former colonial em-
pire. A 1999 coup ended Ivory
Coast’s reputation for stability,
and a 2000 uprising by Gbag-

bo’s supporters installed him
as President. ar
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J‘Darfur on U\the path tt\)\ normé\li/ty’

WAMMmmmﬁd‘ﬁﬁ
Abdalhaleem Mohammad

The editorial ‘Sudan on the
brink’ (The Hindu, Sept. 11)
misreads the current realities
and the fact that the situation in
Darfur is returning to normality.
The article started by emphasis-
ing that “in not initiating steps
to improve the situation in Dar-
fur, the regime of Omar Al-
Bashir in Sudan is bringing on
itself tough international mea-
sures.”

The report submitted to the
Security Council by Jan Pronk,
Special Representative of the
United Nations Secretary-Gen-
eral, refutes this.

.. He outlined positive steps
taken by the Government of the
Sudan towards normalising the
situation. These included the
deployment of additional police
force, the lifting of all access re-
strictions for humanitarian re-
lief, the stopping of any
offensive action against the re-
bel groups, the disarming of the
popular Defence Force, engag-
ing in negotiations with the re-

"bels without pre-conditions,
and the stepping up of home-
grown initiatives to strengthen
the social fabric.

:  Regarding the disarming of

: militias, on which the report in-

dicated lack of progress, Sudan
has already pointed out to the
Security Council that if the
United States has so far failed to
disarm the militias in Iraq and
Afghanistan, it is not being real-
istic to expect Sudan to do the
same in a region that is larger
than France.

Rather than backing sanc-
tions, which the editorial itself
said had become a U.S. foreign
policy too), it is incumbent on
all concerned to augment the
capability of the Government to
deal with the security and hu-
manitarian situation.

RESPONSE

The issue of Darfur has been
blown out of proportion to
serve electoral objectives of
winning over the black voters in
the race to the White House
along with switching of cameras
from the quagmire of Iraq and
also from Palestine, whose peo-
ple have long been begging for
an international protection
force to no avail.

The recent statement of the
U.S. Secretary of State before
the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee alleging “genocide”
in Darfur is to serve this electo-
ral goal, despite his denial of the
same some weeks back. This
change of attitude is also meant

to destroy\%;lk content of Mr.
Pronk’s report to the Security
Council, which outlined the
genuine efforts of the Govern-
ment of the Sudan in dealing
with the situation.

If talks in Abuja are pro-
longed, it is not the Government
that is to blame. The brilliant
editorial, ‘Hope for Darfur’
(The Hindu , Aug. 11) said it all
when it explained the reason
behind that by pointing out the
intransigence of the rebel
groups, who are banking on in-
ternational military interven-
tion and whom the Security
Council urged “to respect the
ceasefire, end the violence im-
mediately, engage in peace talks
without pre-conditions and act
in a positive and constructive
manner to resolve the conflict.”

The Sudan Government,
whom certain powers would
like to punish on politically mo-
tivated accounts, is capable of
solving its own problem with
the assistance of its African
brothers and the genuine well
wishers of the international
community.

When the lives of human be-
ings are at stake, responsibility
demands that no mixed signals
should be sent to rebel groups.

(The writer is Sudan’s Ambas-
sador to India.)
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IN NOT INITIATING steps to improve the sit-
uation in Darfur, the regime of Omar al-Bashirin
Sudan is bringing on itself tough international
measures. A United Nations Security Council
resolution adopted on fuly 30 gave Khartoum a
month to take steps to disarm the Janjaweed
Arab militias in order to prevent them from
wreaking violence on the non-Arab population
of Darfur, improve security in the region and ad-
dress the humanitarian crisis — or else face un-
specified “measures”. Sudan agreed to comply
with the resohlhon but has evidently failed to
deliver -pn its commitment. To the contrary,
there are reports of a fresh outbreak of violence
in the region. Described by the U.N. as the
world’s “worst” humanitarian crisis, the vio-
lence in Darfur has thus far taken an estimated
toll of 50,000 lives and left over a million home-
less and at least two million more without ade-
quate access to food or water. The world cannot
stand by and watch the crisis worsen, as it did in
the case of the genocide in Rwanda a decade
ago. The first of the UiN..reports on Sudanese
compliance with the Pesqutlon has faulted the
Government for doing nothmg torein in the ma-
rauders, raising the prospect of firmgr action by
the international community. The Umted States
has circulated a draft resolution that proposes
the imposition of penalties on Sudan’s oil indus-
try, the expansion of the African nion force
monitoring violence in the Darfur region, and
the creation of an international commission to
determine whether genoeide occurred. Strongly
worded resolutions of a siritilar nature were con-
templated earlier but shelvéd because of opposi-
tion from President Al-Bashir. If punitive
measures are now to be thrust on him, he will
have no one to blame except himself.
In fact, Mr. Al-Bashir must consider himself
relatively fortunate since western governments
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had urged the imposition of sanctions but the
U.N. was understandably reluctant to use this
weapon. Sanctions lost much of their legitimacy
after becoming an instrument of U.S. foreign
policy in the 1990s. The humanitarian crisis that
the coercive U.N. sanctions triggered in Iraq
raised serious questions about the efficacy and
morality of sanctions, and suspicion — in most
cases justified — that they were used mainly to
punish weak nations that refused to fall in line
with the U.S. Evidence of just how allergic the
international community is to the word came
with the July resolution in which “sanctions” was
replaced with the more general “measures under
Article 41 of the U.N. Charter.” But sanctions
have on occasion worked powerfully. They
worked to end apartheid in South Africa, even
though it took nearly two decades for the results
to show. If Sudan does not put its house in order
soon, it will leave the international community
with no option other than using this weapon, un-
pleasant though this may be. There is no ques-
tion of looking away while millions of homeless,
hungry and frightened people wait for help.

It is also disheartening that there is little pro-
gress in the peace talks between the Sudan Gov-
ernment and the two militant groups operating
in Darfur, the Justice and Equality Movement
and the Sudan Liberation Army. It was to crush
this rebellion that Khartoum first unleashed the
Janjaweed. A ceasefire between the Government
and the two groups has not worked. Negotia-
tions between the two sides, arranged by the
African Union, have gone on for the last three
weeks without any breakthrough in sight. The
African Union must intensify its efforts to find
peace quickly in western Sudan, as this will cer-
tainly help avert an escalation of the humanitar-
ian disaster in Darfur without a resort to
sanctions.
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/ ¢ {Sudan rejects genocide charge

KHARTOUM SEPT. 10. Sudan sald
today it “categorically rejects”
U.S. accusations that it carried
out genocide in the western re-
gion of Darfur, scene of what
the United Nations calls the
world’s worst humanitarian ca-
tastrophe.

“To consider what is happen-
ing in Darfur as genocide does
not represent the international
consensus and sends a negative

nal to the other side who are
negotlatmg with-the Govern-
ment,” Khartoum’$ Ambassa-
dor in Washington was quoted
as saying in a letter published
by the press here.

The Ambassador, Khedr Ha-
roun, said he had got in imme-
diate contact with the U.S.
Secretary of State, Colin Powell,
to inform him of Khartoum's
position. — AFP

Sridhar Krishnaswami re-
ports from Washington:

Mr. Powell has told the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee that the administration has
come to the conclusion that
‘genocide’ has taken place in
Sudan with the Government-
backed Arab militia, the Janja-
weed, committing abuses
against the black African pop-
ulation in the Darfur region.

THE HINDU

“We concluded that genocide
has been committed in Darfur
and that the Government of Su-
dan and the Janjaweed bear re-
sponsibility — and genocide
may still be occurring,” Mr. Po-
well remarked.

He said that the conclusion
was based on interviews con-
ducted by U.S. officials with ref-
ugees from the Darfur region
and other evidence.
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KRALA
ABUJA, Aug. 26, —
Sudan will ignore a UN
Security Council deadline
to end militia attacks in
Darfur by the end of the
month and instead resolve
the crisis through African
Union  peace  talks,
Khartoum’s chief negotia-
tor said today.

Asked if Sudan would

“Sudan rejects UN yl

seek to meet the terms of ue negotiatigns.”

the UN ultimatum, which
expires on 30 August, agri-
culture  minister Mr
Majzoub al-Khalifa said:
“Not at all. It’s never cross-
ed our minds or our hearts.
We are working towards
our duties to our people.
We are a dignified people.
It’s not our aim to set dates.
What is going to happen is
that the deadline will pass
and we are going to contin-

~F &TA TESMAN

The minister added: “I
think this thing (the Abuja
peace talks) will finish in
three or four or five days.”

Last month the UN gave
Sudan until the end of
August to disarm the
Janjaweed Arab militia,
which has been accused of
attacking and massacring
civilians during Darfur’s
18-month-old civil war, or
face sanctions.
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. _Crisis in Darfur. ..

images sho around the
orld of this region of Sudan
reveal apparently vast empty
landscapes, the remains of
burnt-out villages, the ghostly outline of
huts reduced to abandoned shapes.
Bare trees, aridity, the impermanent
refugee -camps, with their frightened
exiles, polythene, rags and tents flap-
ping in the wind, women trying to pro-
tect their children against the lashing
rains ~ to outsiders, it seems inconceiv-
able that anyone could ever survive in §
such a barren environment, let alone
call it home. Whether or not Darfur is -
home to uncounted quantities of oil,
Sudan certainly is; and this, in the crisis
of oil production in the world following
the debacle in Iraq, is enough to trans-
form its significance.

With 50,000 people killed and well FE
over a million refugees, up to one-fifth of §
them sheltering in makeshift camps in
neighbouring Chad, there is no doubt
that this is the most urgent humanitar-
ian crisis in the world. It may be won-
dered why it took so long for the big
global players to exhibit their tender-
ness for the people of Darfur, when com-
munal hostilities broke out in West Darfur
in 1998, worsened in 1999, and turned into
the ethnic cleansing (the US Congress
called it “genocide”) early in 2003 of the
Fur, Masalit and Zaghawa peoples.

The media have given little hint of the
long and often tormented history of the peo-
ple; conflicts which didn’t start yesterday,
and to which the threats, promises and
entreaties of the West are not only po-
werless to rectify, but to which they have,
over time, contributed during their fateful
African adventures. Instability is built into
the very existence of Sudan, the most ex-
tensive country in Africa, with its arbitrary
boundaries, which ‘in the modern world
have crystallised into an unwieldy, possibly
untenable, nation-state, without regard for
ethnicity, religion, custom and culture.

Since Anglo-Egyptian control over
Sudan was established in 1898, it has been
split between an Arab/Islamic north and

an animist/partly Christian south. Civil -

war between these two entities has raged
for almost the whole period of Sudan’s
independence in 1956, during which time
more than two million civilians have died.
This is the largest death toll in any conflict
since World War II. John Garang, of the
Sudan People’s Liberation Army, has been
fighting the Khartoum-based regime for
autonomy. An Islamic-inspired military
coup, led by Omar Hassan al Bashir in
1989, tightened control by the north, and
intensified the assault on the south.
Islamic religious law was established. If
the European Union, United Nations and
USA were slow to react to the forcible
depopulation in Darfur, this is, in part,
because they did not want to jeopardise a
cease-fire that had been negotiated in 2002
between the main warring parties.

Darfur remained virtually untouched by
this conflict. The region is named after the
Fur, the dominant African ethnic group,
although the ethnic mix is more complex
than the conflict between Arab militias
and African farmers would suggest.
Broadly, however, the Arab peoples were
predominantly nomadic livestock herders,

while the Fur lived by subsistence agricui-
ture, producing cereals and fruit.”

The kingdom of Fur fell to an Islamic
dynasty around the 14th century. It was
deeply involved in the slave trade, where-
by the Fur traded Africans from other
parts of Sudan as slaves to the Arab north.
‘When Napoleon campaigned in Egypt, the
then monarch of Darfur provided him with
2000 black slaves, and established the cap-
ital as Al Fashir, the most significant city
in Darfur.

In 1821, Sudan was conquered by Egypt.
In 1881, a religious leadar, the Mahdi, pro-
claimed himself prophet, “the Expected
Omne”, and campaigned to unify the tribes
of western and central Sudan. The state
created by the Mahdi lasted only until
1898, when Khartoum was overwhelmed
by Anglo-Egyptian forces led by Lord
Kitchener. The Anglo-Egyptian govern-
ment installed a new sultan, who led a
revolt against the British Empire in 1916,
declaring allegiance to the
Ottomon Empire. This was
crushed, and Darfur was

new vistas

The village of Tundubai in Sudan's Darfur region but down by marauding
Janjaweed Arab militias. —~ AFP

2003. This was crushed by the bombing of
Darfurian settlements by the government
of Khartoum, in alliance with Arab mili-
tias, called the Janjaweed, who burned vil-
lages, indiscriminately slaughtered the
people and drove more than a million black
Muslim people from their homes. It has
been said that the Sudanese Liberation
Army had been in close contact with the
SPLA of John Garang, while the SPLA is
alleged to have been in receipt of US aid.
The proximate cause of the humanitari-
an crisis is thus the consequence of a long
and tangled history. Its significance
remained hidden by the apparently more
urgent need of settling the more spectacu-
lar civil war, which was taking place on
what many regarded as yet another fron-
tier between Islam and Christianity.
Although the sustained attacks upon the
non-Arab black farmers of Darfur began in
February 2003, the governments of the
USA and Eumpe hegan to show concern
only 16 months later. In
July 2004, US secretary
Colin Powell visited

incorporated into British-
ruled Sudan. It remained so
after Independence in 1956.

Darfur is one of the poorest and most
remote parts of Sudan. Although the popu-
lation is a mere 6 million or so, the eco-
nomic interests of herders and agricultur-
ists co-existed, in spite of occasional raids
by herders on rich agricultural lands.
Between the 50s and the 70s, there were
low-intensity conflicts over grazing, cattle-
raiding and access to water points, but
more persistent fighting occurred from the
early 80s, when prolonged drought drove
nomadic Zaghawa and Arab groups south-
wards into the central Fur region, where
they destroyed growing crops, rather than
allowing their animals to graze on the
post-harvest stubble, as had been custom-
ary practice.

Two rebel groups - the Justice and Eqg-
uality Movement and the Sudanese Lib-
exation Army ~ accused the government of
oppressing black Africans by favouring
Arabs, and severe fighting broke out in
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Khartoum and warned the
government to rein in the
Janjaweed militias, or the
“international community” would consider
other actions. The government promised
immediately to disarm the rmhtlas “and
other outlawed armed groups” and to pro-
tect the digplaced people. An African mili-
tary force of 800 would be allowed into
Darfur, to monitor a cease-fire agreed in
April between the rebel groups and the
Khartourn authorities.  The British
announced their readiness to send troops,
as did the Australians (another, perhaps
premature “coalition of the willing”), while
on 22 July the US Congress unanimously
called on President Bush to consider “mul-
tilateral or even unilateral intervention to
prevent genocide should the UN Security
Council fail to act.”

A UN Security Council resolution was
passed on 29 July, which required
Khartoum to comply with the UN resolu-
tion within one month. If the government
of Sudan failed to do so, further actions

would be considered. These would
include economic sanctions, but not
military action,

Sudan, anxious now to be re-admit-
ted into the international fold, has-
since 1997 been under US sanctions,
which have prevented the USA from
significant participation in its oil
industry. This has been dominated by
Chinese, Malaysian, Indian and Cana-
dian companies. The Bush administra-
tion pressured both Khartoum and the

g SPLA to sign the formal peace agree-

ment; and in May 2004, it was agreed
that revenue from the southern oil-
fields would be shared between Sudan
people’s Liberation Movement and
Kbhartoum. If the Western countries
were slow to react to the events in
Darfur, which had been well documen-
ted since early 2003, this was no doubt
because it did not at that time threaten

Western access to the potentially sig-
i nificant oil reserves of the south.

The government in Khartoum has
displayed some willingness to comply -
it would perhaps like to follow Libya
out of the cold nto the warm embrace
of the international community; but it
knows the considerable power it holds in
any promise to offer the West yet another
source of the holy oil on which its
economies depends. While the humanitar-
ian agencies expressed urgency on the
needs of the displaced, sick and dying in
the refugee camps, the Arab League plead-
ed as recently as 8 August for “more time”
for the Sudanese government to end the
crisis. It supported the African Union plan
to dispatch up to 2000 troops to Darfur
from Nigeria, Rwanda and Tanzania, to
protect refifkees and disarm and neutralise
the Janjaweed. The foreign minister
Osman Mustafa Ismail said his govern-
ment “has exerted all its efforts to contain
the crisis peacefully.” He also accused the
rebels in Darfur of seeking to turn it into
an independent state.

It is usually possible to judge the esti-
‘mate of the West of its interests in any con-
flict, by the speed and intensity of the rhe-
toric it employs to denounce any violations
of human rights which occur in the pro-
cess. The tardy condemnation by the EU,
the UN and US and the distinction they
have tried to maintain between the gov-
ernment of Khartoum: and the Janjaweed
militias, suggest that they are seeking an
accommodation with Khartoum, which
will enable them to hail yet another tri-
umph in their war on terror, as Sudan fol-
lows the path of repentance shown by
Libya, and in consequence gives access to
the multinational oil companies to its as
*vet unquantified resources in this largest
of all African countries. If the authorities
in Khartoum offer access to their oil to
Western countries, resolution of the
humanitarian crisis in Darfur is unlikely
to be distinguished by an excess of zeal on
the part of those beneficiary nations.

(The author lives in Britain. He has written

plays for the stage, TV and radio, made TV
documentaries, published more than 30.
books and contributed to leading journals

around the world.)

email:yrn63@dial.pipex.com
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THE DECISION BY Sudan, after initial reserva-
tions, to comply with a United Nations Security
" Council resolution to disarm the janjaweed,
Arab militias that have forced a mass displace-
ment of non-Arab civilians in Darfur, is a posi-
tive development. Disarming these militias,
widely believed to have the backing of the Gov-
ernment in Khartoum, is the immediate first step
in resolving what the U.N. recently described as
the world’s “worst” humanitarian crisis arising
out of the conflict: thousands dead, over a mil-
lion homeless, and two million more without ad-
equate access to food or water. Without doubt,
reining in the marauders is the only way to per-
suade the displaced to return to their villages
free from the fear of being attacked once again.
In demanding that the Sudan Government must
begin disarming the militias by August 31 or face
unspecified “measures” under Article 41 of the
U.N. Charter, the resolution quite clearly hinted
at economic and diplomatic sanctions without
saying so explicitly. Pakistan and China ab-
stained from the vote but all other countries
backed the resolution. International opinion is
justly concerned over the situation in Darfur.
The Sudan Government, under General Omar
al-Bashir, took the diplomatically correct path of
avoiding an unnecessary confrontation with the
international community by agreeing with the
U.N. on a plan to disarm the janjaweed, improve
security in Darfur, and take steps urgently to ad-
dress the humanitarian crisis at hand.
However, the problem in Sudan’s troubled
western province is more complex than it seems
and requires a more nuanced response than just
setting deadlines or holding out a threat of sanc-
tions by the international community. The Su-
danese Government evidently used the
Janjaweed as a proxy to crush a rebellion by two
armed militant groups, the Justice and Equality
Movement and the Sudan Liberation Army in
Darfur. As the Egyptian Foreign Minister pointed

THE HINDL

out after an Arab League emergency meeting
over the weekend, the time frame envisaged by
the U.N. resolution may not provide enough lee-
way for Sudan to show results on the ground,
particularly as many of the janjaweed now oper-
ate independently of the Government. A hasty
imposition of sanctions, which will affect all of
Sudan, can only worsen the conflict. Moreover,
while it is essential to stop the janjaweed, the
conflict in Darfur will not end unless efforts are
made to address the underlying rebellion. Inter-
national efforts must focus as much on bringing
round the two rebel groups — whose intransi-
gence has fed on hopes of international military
intervention — as putting pressure on the Gov-
ernment. Sensibly, the U.N. resolution acknowl-
edges this by urging the “rebel groups to respect
the ceasefire, end the violence immediately, en-
gage in peace talks without preconditions, and
act in a positive and constructive manner to re-
solve the conflict.”

A promising aspect of the multilateral ap-
proach is the pro-active role being played by the
African Union in defusing the crisis. The African
Union, which is normally reluctant to comment
on the internal affairs of its members, was among
the first to protest against the atrocities in Darfur.
Nigeria and Rwanda sent their soldiers to the re-
gion as part of a peacekeeping force to protect
the monitors of a ceasefire that was signed be-
tween the Government and the rebel groups in
April. They are now considering scaling up the
number, from 300 to 3,000. The Nigerian Presi-
dent, Olusegun Obasanjo, has invited the Sudan
Government and the rebels to resume peace talks
in his country later this month. Sudan’s African
neighbours understand the gravity of the prob-
lem and the complexities of the issues involved
better than any other country. They must play
the primary role in crafting an enduring solution
to the humanitarian and political crisis in Darfur.

-
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/U.S,, Britain gather evidence
& ‘won Darfur atrocities |

By Ewen MacAskill
LONDON, JuLY 28. The U.S. and
British Governments are gath-
ering evidence to determine
whether genocide is being com-
mitted in the Darfur region of
Sudan, where an estimated
30,000 people have been killed
and more than a million have
fled their homes.

The UK. Foreign Office said
yesterday it would not shy away
from uncomfortable conclu-
sions, even though a declara-
tion of genocide would invoke a
legal obligation to intervene.

The move comes as the U.N.
Security Council prepares to
vote on a resolution warning
Sudan to protect civilians or
face sanctions in 30 days. In the
meantime the measure would
put a weapons embargo on
armed groups in Darfur.

It also comes amid height-
ened diplomatic tension be-
tween the Sudanese
Government and the U.S. and
Britain. Sudan’s Foreign Minis-
try called in a British represen-
tative in Khartoum on Monday
to protest against a statement
by General Sir Michael Jackson,
the chief of general staff, that

the UK. would be able to send
5,000 troops if necessary.

Sudan warning

The Sudanese Cabinet yester-
day expressed its “absolute de-
nunciation of the deployment
of (foreign) troops in Darfur and
affirmed that Sudan is capable
of solving its conflicts by itself”.

The country’s Foreign Minis-
ter, Mustafa Osman Ismail, on a
visit to Turkey, said: “If we are
being attacked, definitely we are
not going to sit silent, we will
retaliate.”

In Britain a Foreign Office
spokesman, asked yesterday
whether what was happening in
Darfur amounted to genocide,
said: “There are certainly some
elements. There is an ethnic
element to the violence but we
do not at the moment have in-
controvertible proof.”

The Foreign Office is collating
information  from  various
sources in Darfur, while U.S. of-
ficials have been interviewing
Sudanese refugees who have
crossed the border into Chad to
determine whether genocide
was taking place. Both the U.S.
and British Governments are
keen to keep diplomatic pres-

THE Hingy)

sure on the Sudanese Govern-
ment in the hope that
international action will not be
needed. But both also fear being
accused of failing to act, as they
were over Rwanda and
Srebrenica.

Genocide is defined in a 1948
U.N. convention as acts “‘com-
mitted with intent to destroy, in
whole or in part, a national, eth-
nic, racial or religious group.”
These acts include: killing
members of the group; causing
serious bodily or mental harm
to members of the group; or de-
liberately inflicting on the group
conditions of life calculated to
bring about its physical destruc-
tion in whole or in part.

The U.S. House of Represen-
tatives voted by 422 to 0 last
week in favour of a resolution
declaring genocide in Darfur.
The Senate unanimously agreed
in a voice vote.The crisis began
last year when the Sudanese
Government armed militia
groups, known as the Janja-
weed, to help suppress a rebel-
lion. The militia groups have
destroyed hundreds of villages,
setting in motion the refugee
exodus.— ©Guardian Newspa-
pers Limited 2004
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.« Darfur atrocities must end,

3
\t(\q(

By Jeevan Vasagar
KHARTOUM (SUDAN), JULY 1. The U.S.
Secretary of State, Colin Powell,
said yesterday that the militias
which have terrorised western Su-
dan “must be broken”, and de-
scribed conditions in the region as
a “humanitarian catastrophe”’.

After visiting a refugee camp in
northern Darfur, he said that con-
trolling the Janjaweed militias was
the only way of restoring peace.

“The Sudanese military must
provide security for the camps and
in the countryside so that people
can return [home].”

Last night, Reuters news agency
reported that it had obtained a
draft copy of a U.S.-proposed U.N.
resolution calling for an arms em-
bargo and travel ban on the Janja-
weed. It does not propose action
against the Sudan Government,
which is accused of supporting the
militias, but diplomats said there
was an implied threat of extended
sanctions if there was no
improvement.

It says the Security Council will
decide within 30 days of the reso-
lution being adopted whether the
sanctions should be applied “to
any other individuals or groups re-
sponsibility for the commission of
atrocities in Darfur”.

Standing beside the Sudanese
Foreign Minister, Mustafa Osman
Ismail, Mr. Powell said that the in-
ternational community would re-

main “engaged”’ in Darfur. Mr.
Ismail said police and military
units would be sent to Darfur to
“combat the Janjaweed”, but the
Government has previously spo-
ken of incorporating the Janja-
weed into its security forces.

Last week, aid workers at the
Mornay refugee camp in western
Darfur pointed out Janjaweed
troopers on camels, wearing mil-
itary fatigues and carrying long
whips, patrolling in the heart of the
camp. Witnesses have told human
rights organisations that Govern-
ment forces backed up the Janja-
weed’s raids on villages with aerial
bombardment and ground troops.

Itis suspected that the camp vis-
ited by the U.S. delegation may
have been “sanitised” by the Su-
danese Government.

Mr. Powell spoke of encourag-
ing the refugees to return home
and his spokesman, Richard
Boucher, told reporters that peo-
ple in the camps “were telling us
they wanted to go home”. But ref-
ugees have consistently told jour-
nalists that they have no desire to
return home because of their fear
of the Janjaweed.

Earlier this week, refugees in
Abu Shouk told the Washington
Post that Sudanese Government
agents had warned them to keep
quiet about their experiences
when Mr. Powell visited them. The
Secretary of State’s visit coincides
with that of the UN. Secretary

Powell tells Sudan

General, Kofi Annan, who arrived
yesterday and is due in Darfur on
Thursday.

A diverse American constituen-
cy, combining the Christian right,
African-Americans and Jews, has
taken an interest in the wars in Su-

dan. The Christian lobby and black |

groups have expressed concern
about the civil war between Chris-
tian and animist southerners and
Muslim  northerners.  Jewish
groups have been touched by
claims that the Darfur war is
genocidal.

The Bush administration played
a significant role in resolving the
civil war in southern Sudan. In a
peace deal signed last month, the
Government and the Sudan Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army agreed to
share oil revenues and power.

Relations between the U.S. and
Sudan’s Islamist dictatorship,
which once harboured Osama bin
Laden, have been slowly warming,
but the Darfur crisis threatens to
set back the thaw.

Britain has been criticised by aid
agencies and human rights groups
for being “too soft” on the Suda-
nese Government. An aid agency
spokesman said: “While [Britain]
has been very generous with hu-
manitarian aid, their lack of tough
political action at the U.N. Security
Council has contradicted this.
Their diplomatic approach clearly
hasn’'t worked. " — ©Guardian
Newspapers Limited 2004
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MANDELA’S SOUTH AFRICA

e

who will surely be remem-

bered as one of the greatest
statesmen of the 20th century,
has announced his decision to
step down from public life at a
very symbolic moment — with
South Africa’s multiracial gov-
ernment completing a decade of
existence. Mandela shot into
worldwide prominence when the
white government of South Af-
rica placed him under solitary
confinement for 27 years. At one
point, the international camp-
aign against apartheid and the
suppression of black aspirations
in South Africa became identi-
fied with the campaign for ob-
taining Mandela’s release. Given
the brutality of the apartheid re-
gime, which was made palpable
to almost everybody born on the
wrong side of the colour line,
many had expected city streets to
run with blood when power
changed hands in 1994, That this
didn’t happen, and that the
transfer of power to the African
National Congress was entirely
peaceful, was almost wholly due
to Nelson Mandela. If Mandela
could forgive those who had
confined him for 27 years, the
rest of the nation could follow.

Nelson Rolihlahla Mandel‘é,

Two nations

In 1995 the South African gov-
ernment established the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission,
whose task was to provide an
obijective record of human rights
violations that took place during
the apartheid era. It was an un-
precedented experiment that
ensured that injustices of the era
were remembered rather than
swept under the carpet, while
providing for amnesty proce-
edings for those guilty.

The role Mandela played in
bringing about racial reconcili-
ation led to his being awarded
the Nobel Prize in 1993, along
with President FW de Klerk who
released him from prison and
agreed to hold the multiracial
elections of 1994, From fears of
a bloodbath only ten years back
racial tensions have all but va-
nished in the new South Africa,
an extraordinary achievement.
In addition, Mandela stepped
down and relinquished power
after his first term as President,
although he could have easily
won again, South Africa, like In-
dia, started out as a Third World
democracy.

Mandela’s role in bringing ab-
out racial reconciliation ranks
perhaps with the courageous
role that Gandhi played during
communal violence in Noakhali
in 1946, although Mandela appe-
ars to have been rather more
successful in stemming violence
than Gandhi was. Gandhi’s con-
cept of satyagraha was, of course,
born in South Africa, and India’s
Congress party greatly influ-

“he author is Assistant Editor, The
nan

& N The Parallels With India Are Instructive

By SWAGAT_CL GANGULY =

enced the African National
Congress, down to the similarity
in nomenclature. Mandela and
the ANC stuck to civil disobe-
dience methods till 1961, when
police in Sharpeville shot down
70 unarmed protesters in cold
blood, and the ANC was
banned.

It must be noted that the apar-
theid government in South Af-
rica represented a settler colo-
nialism, more difficult to con-
front than British colonialism in
India. The British were depen-
dent on the cooperation of
Indians for running their em-
pire; it was therefore vulnerable

tion pressures at home when
they were conquering India in
the late 18th and early 19th
centuries. Raja Rammohan Roy
pleaded that the British send
more settlers to India, to mod-
ernize and develop agriculture.
If the British had complied,
India may have been more like
French-controlled Algeria or
Afrikaner-controlled South Af-
rica, and Gandhian methods
may not have sufficed in dis-
lodging the colonizer.

A possible answer to the his-
torical conundrum is that the
British were afraid of repeating
the American experience, where

to a strategy of withdrawing that
cooperation, which is what Gan-
dhi brought about. South Afri-
can apartheid, on the other
hand, depended on seizure of
most of the country’s land and
resources by the white minority,
and herding the black popula-
tions into “homelands” or infer-
tile strips of land that were no-
tionally autonomous. Black lab-
ourers lived either in the home-
lands or in shantytowns, allowed
to enter white areas only for
restricted periods. The govern-
ment, therefore, controlled the
very conditions of existence of
coloured people.

Armed revolution

In 1961 the ANC decided that
civil disobedience alone could
not topple the government, and
Mandela helped form the
Umkonto we Sizwe (“Spear of
the Nation”), the guerrilla arm
of the ANC. Rather than killing
people, however, the ANC
directed its violence at gov-
ernment installations, symbols of
apartheid, and economic infra-
structure., This stands in sharp
contrast to many of today’s
“liberation” movements, which
think nothing of civilian massa-
cres and large-scale terror to
achieve their goals.

It is interesting to pose the his-
torical question why the British
did not encourage too many
settlers in India, given popula-

settlers rebelled against the
Crown and established an in-
dependent republic. In South
Africa the Boers, too, fought an
extended war against the British.
Quite a few British officials in
India had been previously burnt
in America, the most notable
example being Governor-Gen-
eral Lord Cornwallis, who presi-
ded over the humiliating British
surrender at Yorktown. If the
British preferred to rule through
Indian intermediaries, we may
owe that at least partially to the
Boston Tea Party.

To pursue the Gandhi parallel
further, Gandhi walked out of
the first free Indian government,
but left Jawaharial Nehru in
charge. Mandela became
President during the first free
elections in 1994, but left day-to-
day matters to his deputy Thabo
Mbeki, a leftwing Anglicized
intellectual like Nehru. During
the second elections in 1999,
Mandela stepped down and
passed the official baton to
Mbeki. With Mbeki’s decisive
victory in the third national
elections this year, Mandela
bowed out of public life
altogether. Which suggests ano-
ther parallel: just as the Cong-
ress dominated political life in
India in the early years since
independence, the ANC is
managing to do the same in
South Africa.

One-party dominance in the

early years of independence has
benefits as well as dangers. Both
can clearly be seen in India and
South Africa. On the plus side,
dominance by one party allowed
the countries time to establish
their own traditions, and set the
stage for future political stabi-
lity. Which, however, leads to
the second part of the equation.
Political monopolies can be just
as bad as economic monopolies,
as they lead to complacency in
governance.

Leftwing legacy

The Indian leadership did not
emphasize universal schooling to
the extent other Asian govern-
ments have done, leading to
today’s crises of illiteracy, mass
poverty and child labour. Accor-
ding to the latest human deve-
lopment report issued by the
UNDP, in terms of youth literacy
India’s closest compatriots in
East Asia are Laos and
Cambodia. Even Myanmar and
Vietnam have pulled far ahead.
This means even when the
Indian economy shines few can
capitalize, as skilled jobs are av-
ailable only to an educated min-
ority. Even India’s extravagant
casteisms and communalisms
can be traced to the lack of
universal schooling — put kids
from different castes and com-
munities in the same school,
teach them a non-sectarian
syllabus, and watch today’s sharp
caste and communal antago-
nisms disappear within a
generation,

If there is one area where
South Africa’s multiracial gov-
egrnment has slipped badly, it is
AIDS. Pretoria didn’t see the
HIV/AIDS epidemic coming;
Mbeki even thought there was
no link between the HIV in-
fection and AIDS, and warnings
about the gravity of the AIDS
threat were a concoction of
Western pharmaceutical indus-
tries. Inaction on the AIDS
front, nourished by leftwing
conspiracy theories, cost South
Africa plenty — a staggering one
out of every five adults now carry
the infection. Likewise, it is
arguable that left-wing theories
have cost India plenty, both in
terms of economic growth and
national security.

Just as India remains influen-
tial, despite its aberrations, as
one of the earliest and largest
Third World democracies, South
Africa suggests new human
possibilities despite AIDS, high
crime, and huge economic in-
equalities.

Within a decade it has gone
from a violently segregated
society to a tolerant and de-seg-
regated society, without shed-
ding much blood on the way. In
today’s world of bitter polariza-
tions Mandela’s South Africa
suggests that reconciliation of
apparently intractable differen-
ces, peacefully, is possible and
attainable.



SUDAN ACCORD / VICE-PRESIDENCY FOR REBEL LEADER

\39
JAIVASHA (KENYA hAY 27. Su-
jan's Governmeyt and the
nain rebel group \nave signed
several accords crucial to end-
ng 21 years of devastating civil
var in the south of the vast
sountry.

The three protocols signed by
<hartoum and the Sudan Peo-
sle’s Liberation Movement/Ar-
ny on Wednesday on
yower-sharing and the admin-
stration of three disputed re-
zions cap two years of intense
yolitical negotiations in Kenya.

Following their signature, the
‘echnical and military aspects
»f a ceasefire are the only re-
naining obstacles to a compre-
1ensive peace accord to end
\frica’s longest-running con-
lict. These negotiations do not,
10wever, cover the crisis in Su-
Jan’s western region of Darfur,

wvhere a more recent conflict

1as left hundreds of thousands
>f people at risk of starvation in
~vhat the United Nations has
Jecried as the world’s worst hu-
mnanitarian crisis.

Nevertheless, the signing,
~hich took place at a lakeside
10tel near the western Kenyan
own of Naivasha, prompted a
sacophony of cheers and ulula-
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Dpcades of civil war ends

A NEW DAWN: Holding a People’s Liberation Army ﬂag, Sudanese celebrate the
signing of peace accords between the Government and the rebels, in Naivasha,
Kenya, on Wednesday. — AP

tions from hundreds of Suda-
nese refugees.

Hours after the adversaries
signed the agreements, media-
tors consulted with the Suda-

nese Government and the
southern rebels to plan the final
phase of talks. In Wednesday’s
protocols, they agreed that the
Sudanese President, Omar el-

2 8 MBY Iy

Bashir, will remain head of state
during the interim period, while
the rebel leader, John Garang,
will become Vice-President. —
AP
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WA HIGHWAY FOR INTEGRATION ¢

'THE CONCLUSION OF a landmark agreement
\among 23 countries for a 140,000-km Asian
Highway Network (AHN) in Shanghai marks the
culmination of a protracted exercise under the
aegis of the United Nations Economic and So-
cial Commission for Asia and Pacific (ESCAP).
The project, to integrate Asia and provide a
huge network of highways to link the countries,
was conceived way back in 1959 but it was only
in 1992 that it received the backing of some of
the Governments in the region. After 12 years,
23 of the 32 countries to be linked by the AHN
have signed the agreement. This project is just
one part of a larger Asian Land Transport In-
frastructure Development programme of ES-
CAP, which was firmed up in 1992. An
ambitious Trans-Asian Railway and facilitation
of land transport projects are the other two
components of the programme. The AHN envi-
sages a critical mass of road network that will
extend from Tokyo to Teheran and Singapore to
Samarkand. Island nations such as Japan, the
Philippines and Sri Lanka will have a ferry link
to complete the network. If the Governments
cooperate, the highway network should be op-
erational by 2010.

The AHN was basically envisaged to help the
land-locked countries get over the bottlenecks
in trade and transport by creating a network
that would make all countries in the Asia-Pacif-

" ic region accessible by road. Given the fact that
road transport, besides enabling the develop-
ment of the entire hinterland, can be easier and
cheaper, the AHN will provide easy passage for
people as well as cargo. In an era of global-
isation such a network should provide a signif-
icant boost to intra-Asian trade and movement
of goods and passengers. Why the governments

this nepvork is a puzzle, although funding the

of the region took so long to agree on creating /
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huge infrastructure development remaing a hur-
dle to be overcome. China will have thg lion’s
share of the network with over 25,000 km, fol-
lowed by the Russian Federation (16,869 km),
Kazakhstan (13,189 km), India (11,432 km) and
Iran (11,152 km). With over 50,000 km, the East
and Northeast Asian region will account for the
bulk of the network. ESCAP has described it as
the first inter-governmental agreement devel-
oped under its auspices.

At a time when many countries are feeling the
“strain of becoming an economic power house,”
the AHN should be a boon to the Indo-China
region, the Central Asian Republics and most of
Northeast Asia. It will also provide the more de-
veloped countries in the region a cheaper
means of transporting goods to these areas.
There has been talk of making the 21st Century
the ‘Asian century’, although some would con-
test that and look at it more as a ‘Pacific Centu-
1y’. The AHN and the Trans-Asian Railway are
two excellent ways for the whole of Asia to be
integrated economically and politically. The po-
tential that a road network will offer for the de-
velopment of tourism cannot possibly be
overestimated. Given the inexhaustible cultural
wealth Asia offers, the AHN may make it more
attractive and put it within easy reach of budget
tourists who need to spend their life’s savings on
transport by air. Without stopping with the road
network, ESCAP, which is headquartered in
Bangkok, should push for the Trans-Asian Rail-
way. Putting together missing links here and
there could gift a huge asset to the countries
concerned. Considering the medium- and long-
term economic gains from such infrastructure
projects, funding should be within reach. Keep-
ing the big picture in mind and with a further
determined exercise of political will, the projects
should be implemented without further delay.
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/8 Africa savours a decade .

PRETORIA, April 27. —
Mr Thabo Mbeki was gree-
ted by a Zulu praise singer,
choirs and cheers from a
crowd of 40,000 as he was
sworn in for a second five-
year term as President of
' South Africa today.

"But he was not the only
leader feted at the cere-
mony, which also marked
the tenth anniversary of
multiracial democracy in
South Africa and freedom
frot apartheid.

"When giant screens
showed the arrival of Presi-
dent Mugabe of Zimbabwe
there were deafening che-
ers from the mainly black
audience on the lawns
below Pretoria’s historic U-
‘nion Buildings and a stand-
ing ovation from many of
the politicians present.

Dozens of Presidents,
kings and ministers, inclu-
ding “Vige-President Mr

Bhairon " Singh - Shekawat; -

attended the festivities.

" of multi-racial democracy

O\

CRY FREEDOM Women dressed in tmdttwnai costume sing and
dance to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the end of apartheid
and the swearing-in of South African President Mr Thabo
Mbeki in Pretoria on Tuesday. — AFP

Instead Mr Mbeki was
able to promise the crowd
that he would continue

-Also among the guests
were the country’s last
white President, Mr FW
de Clerk, and Mr Nelson
Mandela. He received a
tumultuous [eception at
the amphitheatre where
he was sworn in as
President ten years earlier
amid fears that ethnic ten-

sions would push South -

Africa into civil war.

working to transform
South Africa into a peace-
ful, democratic, non-racist,
non-sexist and prosperous
country for all its peoples.
“Today we begin our

.second decade of de-

mocracy,” ‘Mr Mbeki
told the gathering.
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W ANC AGAIN

TEN YEARS AFTER South Africa voted in the
African National Congress in the country’s first
free election, the party is more popular than
ever. No anti-incumbency factor has made it-
self felt through the decade of ANC rule. The
party’s victory with nearly 70 per cent of the
votes in the third general election last week was
its most resounding yet. One reason for its en-
during popularity is the role it played in the
struggle against apartheid. The humiliation and
trauma of racial segregation are still fresh in the
memory of non-white South Africans. Their
loyalty to the party of liberation overrides poli-
tics. But as the party of government too, the
ANC has a good report card. Defying white pes-
simism that a South Africa governed by its
black people would go the way of most other
African countries after liberation, the ANC has
in record time rebuilt the country’s institutions
and adopted a new Constitution, praised as one
of the best in the world. Despite the economic
limitations it inherited from the de Klerk re-
gime, post-apartheid South Africa has managed
to keep a reasonable annual growth rate. The
government has worked to improve the living
conditions of millions of black South Africans.
The country is Africa’s main economic and in-
dustrial powerhouse; its standing in the inter-
national community has been restored; and its
President, Thabo Mbeki, leads an initiative for
the economic revival of the entire continent.
The overwhelming victory of the ANC has
raised fears of South Africa turning into a one-
party state with a high-handed government.
But such apprehensions appear misplaced giv-
en that one of the biggest achievements of the
party in its first two terms in power has been
the establishment of a stable, peaceful and vi-
brant democracy. True, the country does not

have strong oppositiori\f?aftkﬁ ut the blame
for that can hardly be laid at thg ANC’s door. As
many as 21 political parties contested this elec-
tion at the national level. The main opposition,
the Democratic Alliance, secured only 12 per
cent of the votes because its white leadership
and its campaign that revolved around the ANC
monopoly bogey held no appeal for the mass of
black voters. But while South African opposition
parties have failed to come up with credible
programmes that might win them more sup-
porters, an active civil society, a vigorous free
press, and a robust judiciary have thus far acted
as effective checks and balances on the govern-
ment. They will surely keep a sharp watch over
the party’s third term in office.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu once described
South Africa as a “miracle of the 20th century”
but even miracles are imperfect. The vote for
the ANC is as much a mandate for future good
governance as it is a reward for its sacrifices and
past accomplishments. Poverty, unemployment
and high crime rates remain serious problems.
But South Africa’s gravest crisis is that more
than five million of its people — nearly 11 per
cent of the population — are HIV positive. The
country lost valuable time in the battle against
AIDS because of the leadership’s own early con-
fusion about the disease and the prejudices sur-
rounding the treatment that delayed the
distribution of life-saving drugs to the afflicted.
The AIDS pandemic is perhaps the biggest
threat that South Africa faces. The ANC govern-
ment and Mr. Mbeki, who is assured of a second
five-year term when the new National Assembly
meets to elect a President later this month,
must fight it with the same dedication that they
brought to the fight against apartheid.
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ANCG president Thabo Mbeki in fro
of the election results board in
Pretoria on South Africa.

AP
nt

ANC landslide buries

apartheid’s
\W\L\en" he said,

Associated Press
Johannesburg, April 16

SOUTH AFRICA'S ruling party, the
African National Congress (ANC)
won its most dramatic victory elec-
tion yet on Friday as the country’s
voters showed their loyalty to the
party that led them out of apartheid.

Preliminary results showed ANC
had just under 70 per cent support na-
tionally, more than enough to ensure
President Thabo Mbeki a second
term. The vote for the New National
party, the successor to the National
party which enforced white minority
rule for 40 years, collapsed from 7 per
cent to just under 2 per cent, showing
a profound shift by Afrikaners.

Its leader, Marthinus van Schalk-
wyk, rejected calls to resign. “We
would have liked to have done bet-

heirs gse~
G 7

“but we remain ab-
solutely committed to our message
and our approach.” The country’s
electoral commission must confirm
the results of Wednesday’s vote be-
fore they are official, but the ANC
was leading in all nine provinces.

The new president will be sworn in
on April 27, the day South Africa cel-
ebrates a decade of multi-racial dem-
ocracy. The New National party, the
reincarnation of the party that kept
South Africa under nearly half a cen-
tury of apartheid, won less than 2 per
cent of the vote, and appears on the
road to political obscurity as little
more than a regional party. Only an
alliance with its former enemy, the
ANC, could still give it a role in na-
tional government. The two parties
are expected to meet in the coming
days to discuss the positions.
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. Third democratlc oll in SA

DURBAN, Aptil 14, — South Africuns
cast ballots today in the country's third
democratic elections, expected to give
unother mandate to the ruling African
National Congress which spearheuded
the movement against the apartheid
regime that ended ten years ago,

ore than 23 million people have reg-
istered as votets to elect 400 members of
the Natlonal Asqembly and representa-
tives to the country's legislatures in the
nine provinees.

Former President and the hero of the
antl-gpartheld  movement  Nelson
Mandeln turned up to  vote in
Johannesburg and said; "I feel elated us 1
am able to vote agaln... I sincerely hope
that the entlre world will abandon vio-
lence and use peaceful methods of assert-
Ing their rights as cltizens.” President
Thabo Mbekl said: “No one will know the
who the people will be voting for", He wus
referring to reports of the tense situatlon
in KwaZulu-Natal where hiNANCand the + . LLn
Zulu purty are In an intense battle, — PT1 Mr Thabo Mbek casts his vote. — AFP
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«Harare I’aISCS“\s
~ death spectre |

4 Harare/Dakar March 10 (Reuters): Zimbabwe threatened today tc

execute some 60 suspected mercenaries detained this week and ac-
cused US, British and Spanish spy agencies of involvement in a plot
to topple Equatorial Guinea’s government.

Equatorial Guinea, which has arrested what it called an advance
party of 15 mercenaries, said “enemy powers” and multinational
companies had been plotting against the small oil-producing central
African state. The two countries, some 2,000 miles apart, have put
their security forces on high alert since Zimbabwe detained a Boeing
727 carrying about 60 men, most of them South Africans, Angolans
and Namibians, both white and black, on Sunday. Associates of the
men say they are innocent mine guards swept up in a bizarre misun-
derstanding.

“They are going to face the severest punishment avallable inour
statutes, including capital punishment. We will give them all the
rights they are entitled to,” Zimbabwean foreign minister Stan Mu-
denge told a news briefing.

“They were aided by the British secret service, that is MI6, (the)
American Central Intelligence Agency and the Spanish secret serv-
ice,” Zimbabwe’s home affairs minister Kembo Mohadi said. Mohadi,
whose country has been bitterly at odds in recent years with Wash-
ington and former European colonial powers, said Equatorial
Guinea’s police and army heads had gone along with the plot against
President Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo.

The CIA declined to comment on Zimbabwe’s spying charge, but
US officials denied the allegation. “There was no US interest or in-
volvement in such a plot,” said one US official, speaking on condition
of anonymity. Spain also denied involvement in any plot in the for-
mer Spanish colony.

A British foreign office spokeswoman said: “T have no information
on whether any security services were involved at all. But we certain-

~ ly wouldn’t comment on our security services anyway.”

Zimbabwe state television showed a cargo of what it called “mili-
tary material” aboard the plane, seized on Sunday after flying into
Harare from South Africa. The gear included camouflage uniforms,
sleeping bags, compasses and wire cutters but no guns. Obiang said
in a speech late yesterday foreign countries had conspired to over-
throw him and replace him with an exiled politician living in Spain.
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"Mercenaries for mine security

Johannesburg, March 9
(Reuters): A plane seized in Zim-
babwe carrying 64 people whom
the Harare government suspects
of being mercenaries was bound
for the Democratic Republic of
Congo to provide security
guards for mines, its operator
said today.

“They were going to eastern
DRC. They stopped in Zimbabwe
to pick up mining equipment,
Zimbabwe being a vastly cheap-
er place for such things,” said
Charles Burrow, a senior execu-
tive of Logo Logistics Ltd which
had chartered the Boeing 727
freighter.

He said by telephone from
London that most of the people
on board were South African
and had military experience, but
were on contract to four mining
companies in Congo. He de-
clined to name the companies.

Burrows denied any knowl-
edge of a group of “15 mercenar-
ies” which the government of
the west African state of Equato-
rial Guinea said it had arrested
today and said they were linked
to the plane impounded at
Harare. “I haven't the foggiest
idea of what they’re talking
about,” he said.

Zimbabwe authorities said
yesterday they had impounded
the plane and its passengers at
Harare airport on Sunday when
it said the crew made a false dec-
laration. Today, Zimbabwe said
it had put its army on full alert.
“We have mobilised all our secu-
rity organs to get to the bottom of
this case,” a government official
said who declined to be identi-
fied.

In a separate statement faxed
to Reuters, Logo Logistics,

- Congo twist
to jet puzzle

T AN

A Zimbabwean official inside
the US-registered cargo plane
at Harare airport. (AP)

which is registered in Britain’s
Channel Islands, said the group
was contracted “to provide a
range of services to mining
clients, including logistics, sup-
port services, asset and human
security”. It disputed the state-
ment by Zimbabwe which said
military equipment had been
seized on the plane.

“What had been described as
‘military equipment’ in some
earlier reports now has been
shown to be items such as boots,
tools, pipe-bending and other
equipment, wire-cutting and
connecting tools, and similar,” it
said. “All are items normally
sourced in South Africa, as they
are difficult and expensive to ob-
tain elsewhere in southern
Africa.”
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YA ’\/ AFRICA’S GAMBLE _ -+

A PEER REVIEW system that 17 African countries
have adopted in order to monitor one another for
compliance with global standards of good gov-
ernance marks an unprecedented development
in the world’s poorest continent. The review,
which is due to begin in a few weeks, is an in-
tegral part of the New Partnership for African
Development that seeks to end the continent’s
economic marginalisation in a rapidly globalis-
ing world. The NEPAD, championed by South
African President Thabo Mbeki and Nigerian
President Olusegun Obasanjo and launched in
2001, essentially commits African Governments
to democracy and good governance in return for
greater aid and investment from the developed
economies. Countries in the 53-member African
Union can join NEPAD by signing up to its Dem-
ocratic and Palitical Governance Initiative — a
set of 12 commitments and eight actions — and
by agreeing to an external review every three
years by a panel of eminent Africans, with the
first round of reviews to be completed by 2006.
Thus far, only 17 countries have agreed to be
reviewed. Ghana, Kenya, Rwanda and Mauritius
will be the first four to go under scrutiny for their
compliance with the standards that were adopt-
ed at a NEPAD heads of state meeting recently.

In a region marred by conflict, pdlitical insta-
bility and poverty, and sensitive to interference
by outsiders, this new mechanism appears to be
just the right homegrown solution for Africa’s
problems as its supporters project it. But is it
really? Aside from the practical difficulties that
will arise in demanding that peers implement —
through moral pressure only — measures such as
a fixed term of office for leaders, there is consid-
erable criticism of the African Union for endors-
ing the NEPAD initiative as the continent’s
programme for economic revival without first

putting it up for debate and consultation in each -

member-country. As a result, the initiative has
little support from civil society that sees it not as

Y
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“an African initiative for Africa” but as a set of
top-down preconditions shaped by developed
countries, which will enable them to put off their
obligations to the continent. Both the United Na-
tions and the G-8 countries have adopted NEPAD
as the centrepiece of their Africa policies. For this
reason, the fear is that “NEPADisation” of African
economies could turn out to be an own goal by
tying aid to the fulfilment of certain conditions.
While it is questionable if NEPAD can achieve its
objective of forging a “new relationship” between
Africa and its development partners, it has cer-
tainly been divisive for the continent. In spear-
heading the initiative, South Africa and Nigeria,
the two biggest democracies and economies in
the continent that also enjoy the most interna-
tional visibility, have generated suspicion. It is
that they are trying to ensure assistance for them-
selves while setting standards that leaders of oth-
er countries may be unable or unwilling to meet,
thus cutting out the people of those countries
from the aid loop.

Beyond Africa, the peer review system could
have consequences for the rest of the world in the
way it upends certain accepted rules of play be-
tween couritries. Most regional groups follow the
practice of non-interference in the internal affairs
of members, breaking this rule, if at all, only in
exceptional circumstances. The Association of
South East Asian Nations and the South Asian
Association for Regional Co-operation are two ex-
amples. But NEPAD is the only multilateral group
that makes acceptance of potentially intrusive ex-
amination a precondition for membership. The
initiative can be interpreted as a desperate move
by African leaders to push up the continent on
the agenda of the developed economies. There is
no guarantee it will succeed especially as it con-
tinues to perpetuate the continent’s complete de-
pendence on economies whose primary concern
is not the welfare of the African people but the
furtherance of their own interests.
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