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THE UNITED STATES has launched an ill-
judged and bloody-minded campaign to deny
the Director General of the International Atom-
ic Energy Agency, Mohammed ElBaradei, a
third term after his current tenure expires in
2005. In justification of its campaign, Washing-
ton cites the “Geneva rules” that are generally
observed by the 14 countries that provide the
bulk of the funds for the various United Nations
institutions. According to the U.S., these rules
stipulate that those who head U.N. agencies
should not serve more than two terms. Howev-
er, the commonly held view is that these so-
called rules have no binding force. Most coun-
tries represented on the IAEA’s board of
governors have a positive assessment of Dr. El-
Baradei’s performance in office since his ap-
pointment in 1997 and are prepared to set aside
the convention. Under these circumstances the
U.S. might not be able to win the support of 12
countries on the 35-member board so as to be
in a position to block the Egyptian technocrat’s
re-appointment. As an alternative, Washington
is looking for a candidate who can oppose the
incumbent in an election. However, if the re-
cent voting record of the board is an indication,
these efforts might not produce the desired re-
sult.

The U.S. recently failed to persuade the IAEA
board to condemn Iran for pursuing a nuclear
weapon programme and to have the matter re-
ferred to the U.N. Security Council. Washington
believes it would have succeeded had the IAEA
chief categorically stated that Iran had violated
its obligations under the Nuclear Non-Prolifer-
ation Treaty. (According to reports that have
not been denied, the Central Intelligence Agen-
cy tapped Dr. ElBaradei’s telephones in search
of evidence that he was hiding vital information
about the Iranian programme.) However, other
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members of the boa:d believe that the IAEA
chief did a commendable job during tough ne-
gotiations with Teheran. While Dr. ElBaradei
took the view that the Iranians did not pose an
imminent proliferation threat, he consistently
pressed them to dispel all doubts. The IAEA
chief worked closely with a troika of European
Foreign Ministers to secure an agreement that
led to the suspension of Iran’s uranium enrich-
ment activities. France, Germany and the Unit-
ed Kingdom now believe that they can provide
the incentives necessary for making Iran give up
any plans it might have to acquire nuclear
weapons. These countries are not likely to sup-
port any change in the leadership of the IAFA at
this juncture since that will complicate the
process of arriving at an amicable settlement.
The opposition to the U.S. plans is at least
partly attributable to the widespread perception
that the real reason for the move against the
IAEA chief is quite different from what is cited.
Dr. ElBaradei incurred the displeasure of the
U.S. administration when he certified that Iraq
did not have a nuclear weapon programme —
and thereby negated a principal justification ad-
vanced for the illegal invasion. The call for his
ouster became more strident after the IAEA an-
nounced several hundred tonnes of explosive
material were missing from an Iraqi depot be-
cause the invading U.S.-led forces had failed to
secure the site. Opinion-makers sympathetic to
the Republican Party accused the IAEA chief of
engineering this supposed leak at the peak of
the campaign season in order to damage Presi-
dent George Bush’s prospects for re-election.
The Bush administration, which has a record of
punishing those who oppose its schemes,
should not be surprised if others believe it is
acting against Dr. ElBaradei out of vindictive-

ness.
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Washington, Dec er 12

IRKED BY International At-
omic Energy Agency chief
Mohamed EiBaradei’s “soft”
position on Tehran’s nuclear
programme, the US is scruti-
nising transcripts of dozens
of his telephone talks with
Tranian diplomats, in search
of ammunition to prevent
him from getting a third term
in the post, US officials were
quoted as saying on Sunday.

“The intercepted calis
have not produced any evi-
dence of nefarious conduct
by ElBaradei,” the Washing-
ton Post reported, quoting
three unnamed US officials
who had read the transcripts.

“Some people think he
sounds way too soft on the
Iranians, but that’s about
it,” one official said.

The Egyptian diplomat,
62, had invited the ire of
Washington by questioning

13 DEC 2004

Mohamed ElBaradei
Thorn in the US flesh

US intelligence on Iraq and
the George Bush adminis-
tration opposes his winning
a third term in 2005 as the
chief of the UN nuclear
watchdog. Washington has
no clear candidate to re-
place him but is neverthe-
less “searching for materi-
al” to support its argument
that he should step down,
the Post said.
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The Nuclear Watchdog

ElBaradei Should Continue As IAEA Chief

By T P Sreenivasan

.(\\’\ ! \S u
It is India’s good fortune to play host\to
Mohamed ElBaradei, Director General of
the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA). By now, his profile, which
resembles Mahatma Gandhi’s with his bald
head, spectacles and large ears, has become
familiar around the world. His nomination
for the Nobel peace prize 2004 was on
account of the efforts he made to avoid,
or at least delay, the Iraqg war by repeatedly
stating to the UN Security Council that
he had not yet found any evidence of
nuclear weapons or related activity in
Irag. But the Nobel committee felt Wangari
Maathai’s million trees did more for
mankind than E1Baradei’s unsuccessful bid
to prevent war.

The Iraq episode is not the only feather
in ElBaradei’s cap. He runs one of the
most efficient UN specialised agencies
both in terms of technical capability and
political skills. The IAEA has never been
plagued by scandal. It enjoys the support of
a wide variety of states, ranging from
those without even a nuclear laboratory
to nuclear weapon states. The nuclear
weapon states rely on it to prevent
proliferation of nuclear
weapons beyond them-
selves by building a robust
inspection system, based
on the Non-proliferation
Treaty (NPT) and the
Safeguards Agreements,
backed further by threat
of political action by the
UN Security Council.

The IAEA is the only
UN body to which the
US continues to contribute
25% of its budget. India,
Pakistan and Israel are
active in the IAEA to safeguard their special
status. Those who have large nuclear
programmes work with the IAEA to satisfy
the international community that their
activities are within the parameters
established by their treaty obligations. The
vast majority of the member states, who
have no nuclear programmes, depend on the
agency’s technical cooperation programme
to secure nuclear technology for peace-
ful purposes. They obtain technology
and equipment in areas like health and
eradication of pests in return for their
commitment not to develop nuclear
weapons. The IAEA is more than a watch-
dog; it has the responsibility to foster the
growth of nuclear technology for peaceful
purposes. It has to maintain a balance
among its three pillars, namely, technology,
safety and verification.

Iraq, the Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea (DPRK), Iran and Libya posed
different challenges to the agency. DPRK
was a case of a member of the NPT cheating
and then leaving the treaty to acquire
nuclear weapons. The US turned to the
IAEA to make a determination that the

DPRK was not in compliance with the safe-
guards agreement. The IAEA board had no
difficulty in coming to that determination,
but the revelation that Pakistan might have
assisted the DPRK in its nuclear programme
added a dimension, which was important
from our perspective. The pro-Pakistan
elements in the board tried to gloss over the
issue when we raised the matter, but we
succeeded in including in the chairman’s
statement on the DPRK a reference to the
sources of supply, thus indicting Pakistan.

The Iran saga is yet to be played out, but
the IAEA has handled it well. Its first report
on Iran in June 2003 indicated clearly that
Iran had something to hide, and asked it to
explain its failure to act in accordance with
its obligations. The board of governors
asked Iran and the IAEA to work together
to resolve all the issues. The constant
endeavour was to Keep all issues within the
confines of the IAEA. The saga continues
as pressure mounts on Iran to give up its
uranium enrichment programme, even as
France, Germany and the UK try to evolve a
package that would meet Iran’s needs for
energy development without the danger
of proliferation of nuclear weapons. The
basic position of the IAEA remains thal
discussions should conti-
nue and Iran be given
more time to clarify the
various issues raised. The
November 15-16 meeting of
the board would be the
next occasion for Iran to
avert international action
by proving its adherence
to its obligations.

The US and UK sprang
the Libya surprise on the
IAEA, when they said in
December 2003 that Libya,
a party to the NPT, had
been working on developing nuclear
weapons for the last 20 years. Libya had a
change of heart suddenly and agreed not
only to abandon its programme but also
surrender the material they had assembled
and subject themselves to IAEA inspections.
The IAEA was quick to act to ensure that
the vestiges of Libya’s nuclear adventure
were quickly disposed of.

ElBaradei completes his second term
and a total of eight years as director
general in 2005 and has already indicated
that he will be available for another
term. There is an opinion that the heads
of agencies should have only two terms
in future. The Group of 77, which
constitutes a majority of the member
states in the agency, has already pledged
its support to ElBaradei and several other
countries are positively inclined. The
present situation of the agency demands
the continued leadership of ElBaradei
regardless of the norms being established
for heads of Agencies. India will do well
to reiterate its support to him publicly to
reinforce the G-77 position.

(The author represented India at IAEA.)
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Nuclear Outlaws
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Rogue States Make a Mockery of NPT

By K Subrahmanyam F\ - \ %

General Musharraf recently claimed that
Pakistan was no more a rogue state in
the eyes of the world. The world, according
to him, was convinced that Pakistan was
not instrumental in nuclear proliferation.
In his Iftaar party speech on October 25, he
said he had wisely handled the issue of
A Q Khan and other scientists on the
international stage.

Within a few hours of this claim, the
Washington Post of October 26, 2004 carried
a well-researched front-page article by
Barton Gellman and Dafna Linzer, on
Pakistan’s proliferation. The article makes
a startling disclosure — that Dr A Q Khan’s
proliferation activities were perhaps not
confined to North Korea, Libya and Iran.
Dr Khan’s documents overseas suggest that
there was a fourth country to which
Dr Khan might have arranged supplies of
uranium enrichment equipment. A whole
shipload of equipment was expected in
Libya in addition to 500 tonnes earlier
unloaded and surrendered to the US
authorities. The ship did not arrive and was
believed to have been diverted to another
destination. The US and British intelligence
authorities are as yet unable
to identify the fourth country.
But they suspect it to be
Syria, Egypt, Sudan, Saudi
Arabia or Kuwait, in that order
of probability.

Pakistan has denied western
authorities and the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) access to Dr A Q Khan.
According to the authors of the
article, while Pakistan supplies
answers to written queries by the US and
UK intelligence, its cooperation is less
than wholehearted. Given the dismal
record of western intelligence in tracking
proliferation, it is difficult to accept their
conclusions on the suspect fourth country.
The most logical candidate is Saudi Arabia.
It has already purchased long range CSS-2
nuclear-capable missiles from China. It is
unlikely to tolerate a Shia, nuclear Iran
without an appropriate response. The
Saudis have financed Pakistan’s nuclear
programme. Prince Sultan was the only
foreigner to be permitted to visit the nuclear
facilities at Kahuta.

When the NPT review conference is held
next year, the nuclear member nations
not recognised by NPT — Israel, India,
Pakistan, North Korea, Iran and the
unnamed nation — could well outnumber
the five recognised members, namely, the
US, Russia, Britain, France and China. Of
the six outside the pale of NPT, North
Korea, Iran and the unnamed nation
deliberately violated the treaty, thanks to
Pakistan. Israel, India and Pakistan are
not signatories to the treaty. Strangely, the
US and UK do not consider Pakistan as a
proliferating country, even as they concen-
trate their ire on Iran and North Korea.

Iran was subjected to WMD attacks by
Saddam Hussein while the western powers
looked the other way Saddam’s nuclear,
chemical and biological weapon prolifera-
tion received tacit support from western
companies. After this, Iran sought nuclear
weapon technology from Pakistan in 1987,
as was mentioned by Dr A Q Khan in his
confession and confirmed by General Aslam
Beg. Today, most observers agree there is no
stopping North Korea and Iran from acquir-
ing nuclear weapons. Sanctions are unlike-
1y to work against oil-rich Iran or the hermit
country, North Korea. After the US experi-
ence in invasion of Iraq, military action
against either country seems unlikely.

It is obvious that the safeguards
envisaged in the non-proliferation treaty
have failed to stop members from defying
the regime and acquiring nuclear weapons.
Pakistan, the major proliferator, aided
North Korea and Iran to turn nuclear, cock-
ing a snook at the much-touted NPT and yet
not attracting any penalties. This has only
increased the risks of further proliferation.
In view of this, the US and its allies have
attempted to put in place new measures to
halt proliferation, not envisaged in the NPT.
They include criminalisation of prolifera-
_ tion, expediting US help to Rus-
sia under Nunn-Lugar amend-
ment to safeguard fissile mate-
rials of the Cold War era, tight-
ening supply of equipment and
materials, strengthening the
IAEA as a policing organisa-
tion, among others. Since these
measures have been unilate
rally mooted by the US and its
allies, they have run intc
opposition, particularly fron
China, the original proliferator to Pakistan

It is now clear that a new regime is need
ed to prevent nuclear weapons and mater:
als falling into the hands of non-stat
actors. The risks of jehadi non-state actor
attempting to get at nuclear weapons an:
materials are higher in the Gulf region
which has seen 1,300 years of religiou.
rivalry between Shias and Sunnis. Wit}
Shia power expanding in West Asia and Iraq
coming under majority Shia control, ten-
sions are likely to increase between majori-
ty Shia populations and Sunni-ruling elites
in the Gulf states, including Saudi Arabia.

If the fourth state to which Pakistan
proliferated happens to be Saudi Arabia,
then the world should worry about the
possibility of nuclear escalation between
Wahabi Saudi Arabia and its ally, jehadi
Sunni Pakistan on one side, and the Shia
Iran and Iraq on the other. The longest war
with highest casualties in the developing
world was waged between Shia Iran and
Sunni-led Irag, in which WMD was
used. The international community should
develop an effective anti-proliferation
regime, keeping in mind the prevailing
tensions in the Gulf, while ensuring that
nuclear materials do not fall into the hands
of non-state actors in this region.
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" Iraq nuke material
being looted, says UN

Vienna, Oct. 12 (Reuters): IAEA said Straw’s comment

The UN nuclear watchdog is
worried the US-led war aimed
at disarming Iraq may have
unleashed a proliferation cri-
sis if looters have sold equip-
ment that can be used to make
atomic weapons, western
diplomats said.

The International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA), which
monitored Saddam Hussein’s
nuclear sites before last year’s
Irag war, said yesterday equip-
ment and materials that could
be used to make atomic
weapons have been disappear-
ing from Irag but neither
Baghdad nor Washington had
noticed.

“If some of this stuff were
to end up in Iran, some people
would be very concerned,” a
diplomat close to the IAEA
said. “The JAEA's big concern
would be profiteering, people
who wouid sell this stuff with
no regaru for who is buying
it.” The profiteers could have
sold the items on to groups or
countries  interested in
weapons, the diplomat added.

The US today said it would
investigate the [AEA’s report.
“Obviously we’ll do a full in-
vestigation, working with the
Iraqgis,” US deputy ambassa-
dor Anne Patterson said at the
UN when asked about the re-
port by the Vienna-based UN
nuclear watchdog.

The US believes Irag’s

s

A woman takes a rifle, said to be Saddam Hussein’s favourite

weapon, to an arms collection point in Baghdad. (AFP)

neighbour, Iran, is secretly de-
veloping nuclear weapons
under cover of a civilian atom-
ic energy programme. Tehran
denies this, insisting its nu-
clear ambitions are limited to
generating electricity.

Pre-war US allegations
that Saddam had revived his
atomic weapons programme
from the early 1990s have
never been proven.

But the IAEA has warned

I countries to keep a close eye

on all their nuclear sites due to
multiple warnings from west-
ern intelligence agencies that
terrorist organisations are in-
terested in getting their hands
oh anuclear device. "

Satelli{tig

entire bulldings in Irag {

once housed high-precision
equipment have been disman-
tled, JAEA chief Mohamed El-
Baradei said in a letter to the
UN Security Council.

British foreign secretary
Jack Straw said he believed
most of the removal of materi-
als and equipment took place
in the chaos that reigned
shortly after the invasion last
spring. “It is not clear, but it
appears, and I'm seeking more
details after receipt of the
IAEA report overnight, that
most of the unauthorised re-
moval took place in the imme-
diate aftermath of the major
conflict in March and April
last year,” Straw told parlia-

.ment,

b

closeltothe’

implied the removal of mate-
rials and equipment that took
place after April 2003 had been
authorised.

“If that is the case, the
TAEA would like to know,” he
said, adding that the UN
watchdog had received no re-
sponse so far from the Iraqi,
U.S. or British authorities in
this matter.

In 1991, the TAEA detected
Saddam’s clandestine nuclear
weapons programme and .
spent the next seven years in-
vestigating and dismantling
it. By the time UN inspectors
fled thé country in December
1998, Iraq’s covert atom bomb
programime was gone.

IAEA spokesman Mark
Gwozdecky said that before
the US-led invasion in March
2003, all the nuclear materials,
equipment and facilities that
have disappeared from satel-
lite photos were accounted for
and were not being used in a
Weapons programme.

‘This is dual-use stuff of
which — when we were there
— we were certain was not
being misused,” he said,
adding that everything had
been tagged or sealed and was
closely monitored. “It was sys-
tematically removed,”
Gwozdecky said.

Inspectors welcome

If UN nuclear inspectors want
to return to Iraq to check for
missing equipment and mate-
rials, they are welcome, a gov-
ernment minister said today.
Science and technology
minister Rashad Omar was re-
sponding to concerns raised
by the International Atomic
Energy Agency at the “appar-
ent systematic dismantle-
ment” of the physical rem-
nants of Saddam Hussein's
once-vigorous nuclear pro-
gramme. US defence secretary
Donald Rumsfeld said today
he hoped all Shia fighters in
Baghdad’s Sadr City would
join a cash-for-weapons disar-
mament programime. }
s
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Korea says it has turned
the plutonium from 8,000
spent nuclear fuel rods into
nuclear weapons to serve
as a deterrent against incr-
easing US nuclear threats
and to prevent a nuclear
war in north-east Asia.
Warning that the danger
of war on the Korean Pen-
insula “is snowballing,” vi-
ce-foreign minister Mr
Choe Su Hon told UN Ge-
neral Assembly’s annual
ministerial meeting that
Pyongyang had “no other
option but to possess a nu-
clear deterrent” because of
US policies he claimed we-
re designed to “eliminate”
North Korea. “Our deter-
rent is, in all its intents and
purposes, the self-defensive
means to cope with the in-
creasing US nuclear threats
and further, prevent a nu-
clear war in NE Asia,” he
said after his speech. — AP
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WHILE IRAN HAS the capacity to enrich urani-
um to weapon grade levels, it is apparently less
interested in developing nuclear arms than in
securing external assistance for its energy pro-
gramme. The United States and other countries
that seek to enforce the global non-proliferation
regime rely on two arguments to support their
contention that the Iranian nuclear programme
has a weapon.orientation. First, they maintain
that a country rich in petroleum resources does
not really need alternative sources of energy.
Secondly, they contend that if the intention and
purpose of enrichment is peaceful, uranium
needs to be enriched only to much lower levels
than Iran is currently capable of. The first line of
reasoning is weak: no country can impose ener-
gy policies on another; moreover, it was Wash-
ington that encouraged the Shah’s regime to
develop a nuclear programme. In response to
the second argument, Teheran says it is willing
to reach an agreement on enrichment levels
through negotiations but will not bow to diktats.
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
has tried to strike a compromise but the attempt
has not succeeded mainly because it is under
_ American pressure to take a tough line. At a
recent meeting of the IAEA’s executive board,
other member-countries were able to fend off
Washington’s demand that the matter should be
referred to the United Nations Security Council
and sanctions considered if Iran refused to wind
up its enrichment programme by October 31.
Instead, the Agency called for a freeze of all en-
richment activities and decided to reconsider
the issue at an executive board meeting in No-
vember. While rejecting this call, Teheran sig-
nalled an intent to continue converting uranium
yellowcake into gas. However, it declared that it
would suspend further enrichment activities as
a goodwill gesture. It wants the IAEA to come
forward with a new initiative.

As a signatory to the Nuclear Non-Prolifer-

ation Treaty (NPT), Iran is Q’fﬁigé\& to external
assistance for its civilian programme. With
Washington imposing sanctions in the after-
math of the 1979 Islamic Revolution, such assist-
ance has not been available. Iran relied on
clandestine methods to sustain the programme
until 1995, when Russia signed a contract to
build reactors for the 1000 megawatt Busheir
power plant. In June 2003, the IAEA declared
that Iran “had failed to report certain nuclear
materials and activities” it had developed with
assistance from rogue proliferators, including
the network run by Pakistan’s Abdul Qadeer
Khan. This finding led to a confrontation be-
tween Teheran and Washington that might have
taken a dangerous turn had the United King-
dom, France and Germany not intervened.
Adopting a constructive stance, these countries
offered to help the Iranian energy programme
once the controversy over enrichment activities
was cleared up. Iran’s current manoeuvres are
clearly aimed at making the votaries of the NPT
deliver on their promises and live up to their
obligations under the discriminatory global nu-
clear bargain.

While the leaders of the theocratic regime
have declared that they have no intention of de-
veloping weapons, many governments are reluc-
tant to take them at their word. Teheran must
avoid falling into the temptation of believing
that non-conventional weapons would confer a
measure of security, given a strategic situation in
which the U.S. has invaded and occupied coun-
tries to its east and west. Iran follows a policy of
strategic ambiguity in an effort to strengthen its
demand that Israel too should be pressed to give
up its nuclear weapons. The Zionist state, which
is not a signatory to the NPT, has not been under
any pressure to give up the arsenal it is known to
possess. Iran has just cause to complain that the
votaries of the non-proliferation regime persist
with their blatant double standards.
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Tran vows to cogtj}nm N-drive

f
Agence France-Presse = 0"

Tehran, September 21

IRAN STAGED its annual
show of military might, with
President Mohammad Khata-
mi vowing the Islamic republic
will push on with its controver-
sial nuclear programme even if
it risks international isolation.

Khatami’s warning came as
Iran paraded its range of bal-
listic missiles draped in ban-
ners vowing to “crush Ameri-
ca” and “wipe Israel off the
map”, and announced it had
begun converting a large
amount of uranium mineral
into the feedstock for enrich-
ing uranium. The President
said the international commu-
nity had to “acknowledge our
natural and legal right and
open the path for understand-
ing... so we can accept compre-
hensive international supervi-
sion and we can continue our
path to acquire nuclear tech-
nology for peaceful purposes”.

“Otherwise we will continue
on this path even if theresultis
the cutting off of international
supervision,” he told a parade
marking the beginning of “Sa-
cred Defence Week”, the an-
niversary of the outbreak of
war with Iraq in 1980. “We have
made our choice and it is now
the turn of others to chose,” he
said in a response to a tough

Ve

Iranian President Mohammad Khatami (left) looks at the Shahab-3
missile during a military parade in Tehran on Tuesday.

resolution passed on Saturday
by the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA).

The Vienna-based body has
demanded that Iran halt its
controversial uranium enrich-
ment-related activities, a part
of the nuclear fuel cycle that
can be directed to both energy
and weapons purposes.

The US in particular accus-
es Iran of using an atomic en-
ergy drive as a cover for weap-
ons developments, and is seek-
ing to have the country hauled
before the UN Security Coun-
cil for possible sanctions.

ALY

But Khatami also repeated
denials that Iran was seeking
nuclear weapons. “If we are
under supervision or not, we
will in no way try to acquire
nuclear weapons because it is
against our religion and cul-
ture. We are opposed to nu-
clear weapons,” he said.

The military parade, held
near the mausoleum of Iran’s
revolutionary leader Ayatollah
Ruholloh Khomeini on the
southern outskirts of Tehran,
featured ballistic missiles, tan-
ks and militiamen on off-road
motorcycles.
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US to arm Israel
against Tehran

THE US plans to sell Israel
$319 million worth of air-
launched bombs, includ-
ing 500 “bunker busters”
able to penetrate Iran’s
underground nuclear fa-
cilities, Israeli security
sources said on Tuesday.
The Haaretz quoted a Pen-
tagon report as saying the
planned procurement sou-
ght “to maintain Israel’s
qualitative advantage and
advance US strategic and
tactical interests.” But a
senior Israeli security so-
urce who confirmed the
Haaretz story said: “This
is not the sort of ordnance
needed for the Palestinian
front. Bunker busters
could serve Israel against
Tran, or possibly Syria.”
Reuters, Jerusalem

A banner stating “Israel
must be wiped off the map”
was draped on the side of a
Shahab-2 missile, while a ban-
ner saying “We will crush
America under our feet” was
on the side of a trailer carry-
ing the latest Shahab-3 missile.



/UA inspectors
visit S Korea
for nuke prob
: . Qmii‘/[’pm ;

SEOUL, Sept. 19.—
nuclear watchdog feamr
arrived in South Kore:
- today for a follow-up probe
( into the country’s secret
nuclear experiments.
\ The visit by the Inter-
national Atomic Energy
l Agency team comes after
South Korea recently
acknowledged that its sci-
entists once dabbled in
| extracting plutonium and
% enriching uranium — both
| of which can be used to
| make nuclear arms.
| South Korea has repeat-
i edly said the experiments
| were purely scientific
! research, but acknowl-
l edged it should have re-
| vealed details to the UN
i nuclear agency.
| After arriving, the five-
\ member delegation dec-
lined to give details of their
investigation and left for
the Korea Atomic Energy
Research  Institute in
Daejeon, 200 km south of
Seoul, according to South
Korea’s Yonhap news
agency. An [AEA team
made an initial visit earlier
this month.

South Korea’s ann-
ouncement of its nuclear
activity has threatened to
disrupt already troubled
efforts to hold another
round of talks aimed at
persuading North Korea
to end its nuclear weapons
programme.

Pyongyang yesterday said
the USA was ignoring the
nuclear activities of its
allies while trying to pres-
sure the North to give up its
nuclear capability. “South
Korea’s clandestine experi-
ments go to prove that the
US double standards are a
fundamental factor of the
nuclear proliferation,” said
KCNA, the North’s official

news agency. //
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Mushroom cloud over _
N Korea raises N-fears

KIM MIYOUNG & PAUL ECKERT
SEOUL, SEPTEMBER 12

HUGE  explosion

rocked North Korea

near the border with

China three days ago,
producing a mushroom cloud that
sparked speculation Pyongyang
might have tested an atomic
weapon, Yonhap news agency re-
ported today.

The South Korean agency said
the blast on Thursday in
Kimhyungjik county in Ryanggang
province appeared much bigger
than a train explosion that killed at
least 170 people in April.

South Korean Unification Min-
ister Chung Dong-Young sought to
ptay down an atomic link, telling re-
porters after a National Security
Council meeting that Seoul’s as-
sessment so far was the explosion
was unlikely to have been part of

the Communist North’s nuclear -
. ambitions.

“There are some foreign media
reporting such possibilities, but we

_ are judging at the moment the ex-
plosion is unrelated to such re-
ports,” Yonhap quoted him as say-
ing. Chung chairs the National

I

J

US says it’s unlikely blast
was due to nuclear test

BSEOUL: US and South Korean
officials on Sunday said it was un-
likely the blast could have a nuclear
weapons test despite the appear-
ance of a “peculiar cloud” over the
area. But US officials in Washing-
ton said there was no definitive ex-
planation yet, although the blast did
not appear to be nuclear.

A British junior minister visiting
North-Korea said he had asked for
an urgent explanation from the au-
thorities. —Reuters

Security Council, which advises
President Roh Moo-Hyun.

There was no immediate reac-
tion from neighbouring China.

“We've heard the report, and
we are checking the details, includ-
ing what’s in the report itself,” said
Japanese  Foreign  Ministry
$pokesman Akira Chiba.

Thursday was the 56th anniver-
sary of North Korea’s founding.
The reclusive Communist state of-
ten stages extravaganzas and big
gvents to mark anniversaries.

South Korean intelligence offi-

RUIAT

cials said they were momtonng the

news, but declined detailed com-

ment on the reports, which were

based on “informed sources”

Beijing and in Seoul. Yonhap d1d
- describe the blast site.

The reports surfaced as South
Korea, Japan, China, Russia and
the United States were seeking to
persuade North Korea to return to
the negotiating table to discuss its
nuclear ambitions.

“There were rumouts that the

_ explosion was much bigger than the
one at Ryongchon train station and
the United States is showing a big
interest as the blast was seen from
satellites,” Yonhap quoted an un-
named source in Beijing as saying.

The agency reported a mush- |
room cloud up to 4 km in diameter

was spotted after the blast in re-
mote Ryanggang province in the
country’s northeast near known
missile bases.

The New York Times reported in
its Sunday edition that the Bush ad-
ministration had received recent in-
telligence reports that some experts
believed could indicate North Ko-
rea was preparing to conduct its
first nuclear weapons test explo-
sion. —Reuters
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gears

up for

N-test, say reports

US Intelligénée Divided Over Fallout

By David E Sanger &
William J Broad

Washington: US President
George Bush and his top ad-
visers have received intelli-
gence reports describing a
confusing series of actions
by North Korea that some ex-
perts believe could indicate
the country is preparing to
conduct its first test explo-
sion of a nuclear weapon.

While the indications were
viewed as serious enough to
warrant a warning to the
White House, American in-
telligence agencies appear di-
vided about the significance
of the new North Korean ac-
tions, much as they were
about the evidence concern-
ing Iraq’s alleged weapons
stockpiles. Some analysts in
agencies that were the most
cautious about the Iraq find-
ings have cautioned that they
do not believe the activity de-
tected in North Korea in the
past three weeks is necessar-
ily the harbinger of a test.

A senior scientist who as-
sesses nuclear intelligence
says the new evidence “is not

conclusive”, but is potential-
ly worrisome. If successful, a
test would end a debate that
stretches back more than a
decade over whether North
Korea has a rudimentary ar-
senal, as it has boasted in re-

tivities they have detected,
but some of the information
appears to have come from
satellite intelligence. One of-
ficial with access to the intel-
ligence called it “a series of
indicators of increased activ-

Explosion rocks Pyongyang

Seoul: A huge explosion rocked North Korea’s Northern

i =1 Inland province of Ryanggang last week,
triggering a mushroom cloud at least two
miles in Radius, South Korea’s Yonhap
news agency said on Sunday. The explo-
sion appeared to be stronger than the
April 22 blast that killed more than 150
people and wounded about 1,300 others in
Ryongchon near the western tip of North
Korea’s border with China, it said. “The
United States was known to have shown its keen interest
in the explosion after spotting its traces by satellite,” the
source was quoted as saying. are

cent years. Some analysts
also fear that a test could
change the balance of power
in Asia, perhaps leading to a
new nuclear arms race there.

In interviews on Friday
and Saturday, senior officials
were reluctant to provide
many details of the new ac-

‘),"'”rn

A ey

ity that we believe would be
associated with a test”, say-
ing that the “likelihood” of a
North Korean test had risen
significantly in just the past
four weeks. It was that
changed assessment that led

to the decision to give an up-
date to Bush. nvT News Serviy
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By Rajat Pandit/TNN

London: The US and UK have renewed their ef-
forts to make India jump onto the controversial
Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI) bandwag-
on. “India has been approached for the PSIL...it
has indicated interest but nothing has con-
cretized yet. The importance
of India is self-evident due to
its geographical location and
maritime abilities,” said a top
British government official.

India, however, has so far
publicly reacted cautiously to
US President George Bush’s
nuclear non-proliferation ini-
tiatives, calling for greater
consultations to gauge how
New Delhi could fit into the
entire process. o

under the us-led psi, first ul?
announced in may 2003, the 14 core members
like uk, japan, australia, france and germany
have pledged to pool their collective capabilities
to interdict shipments believed to be carrying
weapons of mass destruction or related materi-
al to terrorist groups or “countries of prolifera-
tion concern”. “Russia has been a very good re-
cent catch for the PSI. Sixty-two countries have
expressed readiness to join it. We would also

ndia under

pressure

to |om\fl-security club

like China to join this group,” added the official.
PSI measures have been strengthened after the
revelations about the international network
run by A Q Khan, architect of Pakistan’s nu-
clear weapons programme, to proliferate nu-
clear technology and know-how.

WORRIES MUSHROOM

Countries like the US and
UK would clearly like the In-
dian Navy and Air Force to
play a role in the intended ag-
gressive interdiction on the
high seas. But one of main tar-
gets under the PSI is likely to
be Iran, which has close ties
with India. Moreover, many
feel interdiction of third coun-
try ships on the high seas is
likely to contravene interna-
tional maritime laws. Another
question is whether India will
be an equal partner under the PSI or whether it
will be relegated to only a supporting role.

The US, as it is, is yet to formally recoghise
India’s nuclear weapon status. There are also
no plans to change the discriminatory nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). While admit-
ting the NPT was “outdated”, British officials
ruled out any change in the treaty for at least
some years to come.

g




~Nuke pressure

. .
irks Khatami-"
O}ﬁ@"xw ’i' /)//

TEHERAN, June lé —
Iran has no moral obligation
to stop enriching uranium
and will not accept a resolu-
tion criticizing its nuclear
activities under considera-
tion by the UN nuclear
watchdog agency, President
Mohammad Khatami said

today. A

Mr Khatami stopped short
of saying Iran will\ resume
enrichment, or will $top all
cooperation with the In-
ternational Atomic Energy
Agency. “With the ongoing
trend, we have no moral com-
mitment anymore to suspend
uranium enrichment,” he told
reporters after a Cabinet
meeting, “Of course, we don’t
declare that we want to do
something... It also doesn’t
mean that we are withdraw-
ing from (the Nuclear Non-
proliferation Treaty).”

Mr Khatami’s remarks
came as support grew for a
resolution reprimanding —
but not punishing — Iran for
blocking a UN probe of its
nuclear activities.

“If the draft resolution pro-
posed by the European coun-
tries is approved by the
IAEA, Iran will reject it,” Mr
Khatami said.

! )\.»-""l

President Khatami
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N. Korea poses
hreat U. I\g Sy
uclear chidf
NEW YORK, MAY 15. %
Korea poses the “numbkr
one” global security prob-
lem, and the way the in-
ternational  community
responds to that country’s
nuclear programme will be
an important precedent
for other would-be prolif-
erators, the U.N. nuclear
chief said on Friday.
Mohamed  ElBaradei,
head of the International
Atomic Energy Agency,
said North Korea’s pursuit
of nuclear weapons ‘“‘sends
the worst signal to the
would-be  proliferators”
that if they accelerate their
weapons  programmes,
they will be “immune’
and powerful countries
+ will negotiate with them.
“We need to make sure
that that is not the lessor
that people would learr.
from North Korea,” he
said. “I think it’s the num-
!'ber one international se-
| curity concern. The way
we deal with it is very im-
portant for the future prec-
edent-setting.” — AP

THE HINDU /6‘”
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“Sign NPT: US to India, Pak

‘Both countries ineligible for significant N-aid’

S. Rajagopalan
Washington, May 10

THE UNITED States has
ruled out the possibility of
accepting India and Pak-
istan as nuclear weapon
states. Washington is stick-
ing to its stand that the two
countries as well as Israel
should sign the non-prolifer-
ation treaty (NPT) as non-nu-
clear weapon states.

The American views are
contained in submissions
made over the week to a
meeting in New York of the
preparatory committee for
2005 NPT review conference.

John S. Wolf, the US assis-
tant secretary for non-prolif-
eration, sought to make it
clear that Washington re-
mains resolute on universal
NPT adherence regardless of
its concerted moves lately to
bolster ties with both India
and Pakistan in recent
times. - )

“These steps should not,
however, be taken to suggest
that we have ‘accepted’ the
status of either country as a
nuclear weapon state under
the NPT. We have not,” he
stressed. Wolf attributed the
reordering of ties “to ad-
vance our regional goals, en-
hance the fight against ter-
rorism, and to secure coop-
eration from both countries
on export controls”. The offi-
cial went on to say that the
US “will not reward either
country for their decisions to
acquire nuclear weapons or
for the 1998 tests that made
the world and the region a
more dangerous place”.

Without signing the NPT,
India and Pakistan remain
ineligible under the US law
and policy for any signifi-
cant assistance to their nu-
clear programmes. Wolf em-
phasised that the US has
steadfastly avoided . taking
any actions that would be
contrary to its “long-establis-
hed nuclear control policy”.

The US statement, howev-
er, does not respond to In-
dia’s long-held view that the
NPT is discriminatory, wei-
ghted in favour of the nu-
clear-haves. Instead, it seeks

THE HIDUSTAN TIVES;

REUTERS

The sun sets on a placid lake in Srinagar on Monday. After years of boycotting elections,
hundreds of violence-weary people in the troubled region shrugged aside militant threats

and voted in the last phase of polls.

to make out a case for stre-
ngthening and enforcing the
treaty’s  non-proliferation
undertakings. Washington’s
focus in South Asia, accord-
ing to Wolf, has been and re-
mains on preventing actions
that would undermine the
global non-proliferation reg-
ime and regional stability.
“We continue to call on
India and Pakistan not to
conduct nuclear tests, to end
the production of fissile ma-
terial for nuclear weapons,
to take steps to reduce re-
gional tensions and to pre-
vent the use of nuclear
weapons,” he said.

‘US extended de facto recognition’

® Pakistan on Monday said the United States and the
rest-of the world have extended a “de facto’ recogni-
tion to Pakistan and India as nuclear weapon states.
@ This has been done by engaging the two countries
on security-related issues-and promoting a dialogue
between them to work out nuclear confidence build-
ing measures. ‘ e

® Pakistan Foreign spokesman Masood Khan said
that the neighbours are nuclear-capable and nuclear
weapons states.

@ Khan said de jure recognition cannot be given to
the countries because of obvious reasons:

11 MAY 200

No roadmap
for Kashmir
Issue so far:
Pakistan

Press Trust of India
Islamabad, May 10

ASSERTING THAT no
roadmap has been worked
out to resolve the Kashmir
issue, Pakistan on Monday
said it hoped the peace
process initiated by Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee and Pakistan Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf will
not “take a dip” in the light
of exit poll projections of a
hung Parliament after the
Lok Sabha polls.

“There is no roadmap on
Kashmir. When we start the
foreign secretaries and for-
eign ministers meetings,
they will start the quest for
the road map for the road to
peace and conflict resolu-
tion. But there is no road
map so far,” Pakistan For-
eign Office spokesman Ma-
sood Khan said.

“The two Foreign Secre-
taries met on February 18
and came up with calendar
of meetings from March to
August. The whole process
will culminate with the For-
eign Ministers meeting.
Right now this is the only
road map that we have,”
Khan said.

“We hope the process that
has been initiated by the two
countries should not take a
dip. In fact it should be an
upward curve because the
leaders on both sides have
been upbeat about their
process and they have com-
mitted their political to this
process. “The international
community is backing it. We
need to sustain it,” he said.

Declining to speculate
about the outcome of the In-
dian general election, Khan
said he preferred to wait till
the results were announced.
“The momentum of the de-
cisions, which were taken
by Vajpayee and Musharraf
should be kept up. It should
not undermined by careless

and ynwavrantad  aabeas
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“Khan was shown nuclear

devices in N. Korea

DAVID E. SANGER (\ /

Washington, April 13: Abdul
Qadeer Khan, the Pakistani sci-
entist who sold nuclear technolo-
gy around the world, has told his
interrogators that during a trip
to North Korea five years ago he
was taken to a secret under-
ground nuclear plant and shown
what he described as three nu-
clear devices, according to Asian
-and American officials who have
been briefed by the Pakistanis.

If Khan’s report is true, it
would be the first time that any
foreigner has reported inspect-
ing an actual North Korean nu-
clear weapon. Past CIA assess-
ments of North Korea’s nuclear
capacity have been based on esti-
mates of how much plutonium it
could produce and assessments
of itstechnical capability to turn
that plutonium into weapons.

Khan, known as the father of
the Pakistani bomb, said he was
allowed to inspect the weapons
briefly, according to the account
that Pakistan has begun to pro-
vide in classified briefings to na-
tions within reach of North
Korea’s missiles.

American intelligence offi-
cials caution that they cannot
say whether Khan had the time,
expertise or equipment to verify
the claims. But they note that the
number of plutonium weapons
roughly accords with previous
CIA estimates that North Korea
had one or two weapons and the
ability to produce more.

White House officials de-
clined to discuss the intelligence
reports, saying through a

THE TELEGRAPH

spokesman ha\ the subject was
“too sensitive.” But Vice-Presi-
dent Dick Cheney was briefed on
Khan's assertions before he left
for Asia over the weekend, and
he is expected to cite the intelli-
gence to China’s leaders to press
the point that talks over disarm-
ing North Korea are going too
slowly, administration officials
said.

They expect him to argue
that the Bush administration is
losing patience and may seek
stronger action, including sanc-
tions. Khan also told Pakistani
officials that he began dealing
with North Korea on the sale of
equipment for a second way of

Abdul Qadeer Khan

producing nuclear weapons —
through the enrichment of ura-
nium, as opposed to plutonium
—— as early as the late 1980’s. But
he said he did not begin major
shipments to North Korea until
the late 1990’s, after the country’s
plutonium programme was
frozen under an agreement with
the US. North Korea has since re-
nounced that agreement.

According to officials who
have reviewed the intelligence
reports from Pakistan, Khan ad-
mitted that he shipped to North
Korea both the designs for the
centrifuges used to enrich urani-
um and a small number of com-
plete centrifuges. He also provid-
ed a “shopping list” of equip-
ment that North Korea needed to
produce thousands of the ma-
chines.

“We think they've pretty
much bought everything on the
list, with the possible exception
of a few components,” said one

t

Americain ofﬁcial, adding that
the Bush administration is still
uncertain exactly where the ura-
nium weapons programme is, or
whether it has begun produc-
tion.

As the intelligence briefing
by the Pakistani officials has
flowed through South Korea and
Japan, it has set off alarms
among senior Asian officials.
Until now, they have tried to fi-
nesse the subject of whether
North Korea is already a nuclear
power, or was simply bluffing as
it works to develop weapons.

China, in particular, has cast
doubt on the American and
South Korean claims that North
Korea is developing a uranium
weapon, perhaps hoping to take
at least one problem off the table
after a year of so-far fruitless
talks in Beijing.

“Asia can ignore a lot of
things when it deems it conven-
ient,” said Kurt Campbell, a sen-
ior defence official in the Clinton
administration. “But these re-
ports make it very hard for the
regional powers — China, South
Korea and Japan — to pretend
publicly that North Korea does-
n't already have a significant nu-
clear capacity.”

Many critical details are
missing from the account that
Pakistan has given to the US and
its Asian allies. Because Pak-
istani officials are not permit-
ting American intelligence agen-
cies to interrogate Khan directly,
American officials are getting
their information second-hand.

According to officials with
access to the intelligence re-
ports, Khan described being
taken to a secret plant that ap-
pears to have been different from
the main North Korean nuclear
plant at Yongbyon. “It was about
an hour out of the capital, Khan
says,” according to one senior
Asian official.

Khan was shown what was
described to him as three pluto-
nium devices, he reported. He
told his interrogators that the
weapons appeared to be com-
plete, not just a jar full of warm
material that the North Koreans
handed to a visiting American
weapons expert earlier this year,
telling him it proved their “nu-
clear deterrent force.”

NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE




T IAEA seeks
details of
N-network
from Pak

A Pakistani boy at an MMA rally
in Rawalpindi on Friday. Rallies

were held across Pakistan to

denounce the military operation
against the Al-Qaida. At least 54
soldiers have been killed so far

as the operation entered
the 11th day. — AFP

Press Trust of India

ISLAMABAD, March 26.
— The International
Atomic Energy Agency
has asked Pakistan to pro-
vide “most urgently” all
possible information on
nuclear black market net-

ork of its scientist Dr AQ

han and expects
slamabad to cooperate in

e ongoing investigation

n nuclear proliferation,

“The 1AEA has request-
ed Pakistan to provide all
possible information on
nuclear black market net-
work, most urgently,”
TIAEA spokesperson Ms

Melissa Fleming said.

The agency expects Pak-
istan to cooperate in the
investigations on nuclear
proliferation and illegal nu-
clear exports, she was quot-
ed as saying by local daily

the News.

Underlining  another
expected area of coopera-
tion, she said: “We want
Pakistan to allow the
IAEA inspectors’ visits to
the relevant Pakistani
nuclear facilities enabling
them to take environmen-
tal samples which could
help in verifying the
Iranian claim that highly
enriched uranium contam-
ination found in Iran orig-

inated from Pakistan,”

The spokesperson de-
clined to reveal the details
of Pakistardi response to

the IAPA request.
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WASHINGTON, March 15, —
After temporarily freezing out
international nuclear inspectors,
Iran has relented and decided to
allow a visit at the end of this
month, the head of the UN inspec-
tion agency said today.

Though Iran had yesterday indi-
cated that it could harden its posi-
tion against the UN’s Internatio-
nal Atomic Energy Agency, it’s
officials now will allow the inspec-
tors to visit the country on 27 Ma-
rch, said agency director-general
Mohamed ElBaradei.

“I think they have come to
realise that the only option, the
best option, is for them to cooper-
ate with the JAEA, with the inter-
national community, if they want
to clear their file, if they want to
show their program is for peaceful
purposes,” he told reporters here.

Iran solftens ‘stand
S ONdNSpectors

o+

More Pak cooperation needed:
The UN nuclear watchdog needs
more cooperation from Pakistan
in its investigation of Iran’s atomic
programme, which is suspected of
developing nuclear weapons, Mr
ElBaradei has said. He told re-
porters on a flight from Vienna to
Washington that he had “been in
touch with Pakistan.”

Pakistan has “been cooperating,
but I still need more cooperation”
from them in allowing “environ-
mental sampling” to compare cen-
trifuge components of a type sold
through an international black
market to Iran, he said.

Iran claims the centrifuge was
the source of highly enriched ura-
nium (HEU) discovered by the
IAEA. HEU can be used both as
nuclear fuel in civilian reactors or
as the raw material for an atomic
bomb. IAEA inspectors have
found traces of HEU at two sites
in Iran. e

"t
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LOUIS CHARBONNEAU

VIENNA, MARCH 12 Q[QW oA '7
ASHINGTON and 1ts'al-
lies faced tough resistance
on Friday as non-aligned
members of the UN

| atomicwatchdogrejected aresolutionthat

sharply criticises Tehran’s nuclear secrecy

| and opens the door to sanctions. In back-
| room meetings at the International Atomic

Energy Agency (IAEA), Canadian, Aus-
tralian and European diplomats on the
TAEASs board of governors met diplomats
on Thursday from the Non-Aligned Move-
ment (NAM) to revise a draft IAEA reso-
lution. Earlier this week, the US and the
EU’s “Big Three” — France, Britain and
Germany — reached a tentative agree-
menton an Australian-Canadian draft text
that “deplores” Tehran’s withholding of
sensitive information from UN inspectors
and highlights a possible military dimen-
sion to Tehran’s nuclear programme.

NAM states have 13 out of 35 seats on
the IAEA board and proposed a series of
amendments to tone down the harsh lan-
guage of the resolution. For example,
NAM wants the word “deplores” chianged
to “strongly regrets”. However, NAM
diplomats complained the US-led camp
were not being very acoommodating.
“They've given us peanuts,” a diplomat
said. “They don’t want tobudge.”

He said the NAM block — the largest
»n the board —would not back the resolu-
ion if its sponsors did not work a few more
ofits proposed amendments into the docu-
ment. As a result, the JIAEA board meeting
could run into the weekend.

IAEA Director General Mohamed
EiBaradel in Vienna on Friday. Reuters

NAM diplomats are not the onlyones

with problems about the text. Several-

board members said the Russians also
had problems with the text. Russia, which
is helping Tehran build an $800 million
nuclear power station in Iran, has ob-
jected and tried to soften every US-
backed IAEA resolution or statement on
Iraninthe past year.

- “Russia doesn’t like this reference to

* the military and would like to see it out,”
said one diplomat. He said Russia may be
afraid ington would point to the reso-

lution’s wording on a possible military link
as-areason for Russia to end its lucrative
atomic cooperation with Iran. NAM also
wants this section out of the draft.

The draft stops short of referring Iran
to the UN Security Council for sanctions,
and US officials have said privately that it
could have been much stronger. But US
Secretary of State Colin Powell said he was
confident Iran would be warned it could
face sanctions. —Reuters

MW‘”"”

IProblhg'allegéd* ’

: Iran-N Korea pI‘OJeCt

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, MARCH 12

THE US is unaware of a new lran-
North Korea nuclear project reportédby a
Japanese newspaper but is looking imtorit,
US officials said. The Sanskei Shimbuer,
citing a military source, reported this week
that N Korea and Iran were working on a
project to build an underground factoryin
the communist state to produce machin-
ery for enriching uranium.

Uranium is a keyingredient in nuclear
weapons and Washington has accused
both Iran and the North of pursuing nu-
clear weapons programmes. “I have not
seen anything to substantiate that,” a US
official said. ‘

. “We saw the report and we're looking
into it,” he said. A senior US official said
it was the first time he had heard allega-
tions of a N Korea-Iran collaboration. “T
would think there would have been some
indication in the past if indeed there was
such a relationship. If there is any truth to
this it’s a little surprising that it would
come out like this,” he said.

The report said the two countries
agreed to jointly build a plant to make-a
centrifugal separator in Kusong, 25 miles
northwest of Anju, a site known for nu- ‘
clear development by Pyongyang. K said
that under the accord both natioris would
use the machinery, with Iran planning to

‘import it as “industrial goods” through a

third country, the Sankei said.
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Probeto.
track rogue
nuke firms

©y -

B.R. SRIKANTH

Bangalore, March 9: The probe
by the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency into the global nu-
clear black market fuelled by
tainted Pakistani scientist
Abdul Qadeer Khan would ex-
pose a number of rogue firms
that formed crucial links in the
sinister network, said Indian
atomic energy expert M.R. Srini-
vasan.

These enterprises, operating
in Europe and Asia, abetted
Khan’s clandestine operations
since the early nineties.

“We had heard whispers (am-
ong atomic energy experts) of
his ‘deals with some European
companies for sensitive equip-
ment and materials, ones that vi-
olated the export control regime
of the land” Srinivasan, a retir-
ed chairman of the Indian Atom-
ic Energy Commission, said in
an exclusive interview.

“That’s how he managed to
ship in maraging steel (for cen-
trifuge cylinders) and equip-
ment for making uranium hexa-
flouride gas. Over the last
decade, he has sub-contracted
the manufacture of equipment
for uranium-enrichment plants
to companies in Malaysia and
North Korea,” he said.

He said the independent inve-
stigation by the Vienna-based ag-
ency would also expose the ter-
rorist groups that had acquired
the knowhow and fuel for a nu-
clear weapon. Besides, the role of
political leaders of Pakistan in
such deals would be brought to
light.

“The IAEA has established
his role in the nuclear progra-
mmes of Libya and Iran, but no-
ne of us believe that he could ha-
ve traded the nuclear secrets wi-
thout the Pakistan government’s
(knowledge) or tacit approval of
the prime minister, president or
chief of the army staff,” Srini-
vasan said.

On the question of stealthy
proliferation of nuclear weap-
ons, Srinivasan said some deta-
ils would be handed out by Pak-
istani and US experts at a Track
II discussion scheduled in Lon-
don from March 11 to 13.

“They (delegates from Pak-
istan and the US) will be able to
tell us more about his (Khan's)
network. We will discuss the im-
plications of such proliferation

o @VM

to non-state groups and how the
US could initiate credible steps
to check such proliferation,” he
said.

Aschief of the atomic energy
commission, Srinivasan said he !
had heard of the differences be-
tween Khan, who was allowed to
operate a parallel nuclear pro-
gramme dedicated to weapons,
and Pakistan Atomic Energy
Commission chairman Muneer
Khan.

“Dr Muneer Khan interacted
with me and the other atomic en-
ergy experts on peaceful use of
nuclear power while Dr Qadeer
Khan was known for his vainglo-
rious attitude,” he said.

The working group meeting
in London, initiated as part of
the confidence building meas-
ures between Pakistani and
India, would be hosted by the
Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies (CSIS), Washing-
ton. The meeting would also
focus on scaling down the risk of
a nuclear conflict between the
two countries.

Several retired diplomats, in-
cluding Salman Haider, former
director-general of military op-
erations Gen. Raghavan and for-
mer IB director M.K. Narayan
would be part of the Indian dele-
gation. The Pakistan team would
be made up of former foreign
secretary Najmuddin Sheikh,
former chief of army staff Gen.
Jehangir Karamat, former ISI di-
rector Gen. Assad Durrani and
Gen. Talat Masood, former sec-
retary, defence production.

Robert Einhorn, former assi-
stant secretary of state in Bill
Clinton’s administration and
senior advisor of CSIS would co-
ordinate the discussions.

Khan: Blacklisted

THE TELEGRAPH
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For nuclear disarmament

By Muchkund Dubey N4 W V- (>

NE OF the most sensational
developments in recent
times has been the confes-
sion by Abdul Qadeer Khan,
hero of Pakistan’s nuclear bomb, that
he has, for quite some time, been op-
erating an elaborate international
network for the transfer of nuclear
weapon designs, material and tech-
nologies. Nobody believes that he was
acting on his own, under the influen-
ce of the heady mixture of money and
megalomania, and that the Pakistani
rulers, both military and civilian, had
nothing to do with this well-planned
and wilful act of nuclear proliferation.
1f the United States has decided not
to put the Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, in the dock, it is because of
its judgment that working with him is
the most effective way of containing
the chain reaction of nuclear prolifer-
ation triggered by Dr. Khan. The far-
reaching implications of this develop-
ment have led the U.S. President,
George W. Bush, to share with the
world some of the details of this act of
proliferation, put together by the U.S.
intelligence agencies, and to come
forward with a seven-point proposal
“to strengthen the world’s efforts to
stop the spread of deadly weapons.”

India’s main concern at the mo-
ment is how these proposals are going
to affect the autonomy that New Delhi
has acquired in matters of nuclear se-
curity and its quest for nuclear tech-
nology and material for peaceful
purposes. Strategic analysts have ex-
amined these proposals mainly to
identify the flexibilities in their formu-
lation, which can be utilised to safe-
guard India’s interests. Very few
comments have, however, appeared
linking these proposals to nuclear dis-
armament.

It is indeed a sad commentary that
there is no mention at all in Mr.
Bush’s speech of the international
community’s commonly shared ob-
jective of achieving nuclear disarma-
ment. This is in spite of the fact that
nuclear disarmament provides the
only viable and enduring means of
ensuring nuclear non-proliferation.
The present non-proliferation regime
sanctifies retention of nuclear weap-
ons by the five major powers while
denying it to the others. It is, there-
fore, no surprise that this regime is
perceived by the “others” of the world
as a design to perpetuate the hegemo-
ny of the nuclear weapons powers.
This is regarded as a device on their
part to safeguard their security while

holding to ransom the security of rest

THE HINDU

India is the only nuclear weapons state committed
to putting its entire arsenal on the negotiating
table. Unfortunately, it is not able to
leverage the advantage.

of the world. Such an unjust and un-
equal regime simply cannot function.

Another major reason for the fail-
ure of the nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) regime to contain prolif-
eration has been the propensity of the
nuclear weapon powers to allow their
other foreign policy interests to pre-
vail over their non-proliferation con-
cerns. That is why Israel was allowed
to systematically go about equipping
itself with nuclear capability. The U.S.
interest in containing communism in
Afghanistan led Washington to look
the other way when Pakistan was ob-
taining the wherewithal to assemble
nuclear weapons and their delivery
vehicles. That is also why even today,
after all the noise about strengthening
the non-proliferation regime, the U.S.
is dithering in its decision to take ef-
fective action to prevent North Korea
from walking down the proliferation
path.

Indeed, some progress was made in
arms control after the end of the Cold
War. START (Strategic Arms Reduc-
tion Talks) I and 1I brought down the
size of the strategic weapons of the
two superpowers from some 18,000 to
6,000. The Strategic Offensive Weap-
on Reduction Treaty signed in Mos-
cow in 2002 will have the effect of
bringing them further down to 2200
each. But this does not take us any-
where near the goal of nuclear dis-
armament. Even in terms of arms
reduction, it is a far cry from the ceil-
ing of 200 suggested in the early 1980s
by Robert McNamara, former U.S.
Secretary of Defence, as constituting a
sufficient deterrent.

Besides, even with these reduc-
tions, the nuclear arms race has by no
means come to a halt. The Chinese
are feverishly upgrading and aug-
menting the triad, i.e. land-based, air-
borne and sea-launched, of their
nuclear war-fighting machinery. The
size of the Chinese arsenal alone is
two to three times larger than that
prescribed by McNamara for the su-
perpowers and it includes short-range
nuclear missiles, which are highly
destabilising. The other nuclear pow-
ers have maintained intact their sea-
launched tactical weapons, even after

their unilateral decision to withdraw
all short-range nuclear missiles. The
U.S. Congress has sanctioned funds
for the development of deep penetra-
tion bombs. And Russia’s threat to de-
velop a new offensive weapon to
neutralise the contemplated ballistic
missile defence system of the U.S.
seems to have come very close to real-
isation with the recent successful test-
ing of what is being described as
“hypersonic cruise missile.” In such a
strategic environment, it is unrealistic
to expect the states on the threshold
of acquiring nuclear capability to ap-
ply self-denying ordinance.

The objective of nuclear disarma-
ment has receded to the background
also because of the weakening of the
nuclear disarmament campaign, par-
ticularly in the Western world. Be-
cause of the end of Cold War and the
ostensibly impressive progress in nu-
clear arms reduction, the ordinary ci-
tizen in the West is no longer seized of
the horror of nuclear holocaust. This
has not only driven the anti-nuclear
war brigades into somnolence, but
has also prompted the governments
of the nuclear weapon states to put
the issue of nuclear disarmament in
the backburner. The indefinite exten-
sion of the NPT has made them all the
more smug about discharging their
obligations under Article VI of the
treaty “to pursue negotiations in good
faith on effective measures relating to
the cessation of the nuclear arms race
at an early date and to nuclear dis-
armament.”

In the early 1980s, several Western
countries dreaded the possible use of
nuclear weapons. Their representa-
tives, therefore, used to vote for the
Indian resolution on the non-use of
nuclear weapons. But today the same
resolution, which continues to be
pushed through the General Assembly
year after year, evokes only a luke-
warm response. One of the first casu-
alties of the post-Cold War nuclear
complacency was the former Soviet
Union’s doctrine of no-first-use
which was jettisoned by Russia.

An important organised forum
working for nuclear disarmament is
the New Agenda Coalition of Eight
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countries, Including Brazil, Mexico,
South Africa, Ireland and Sweden.
However in its almost exclusive pre-
occupation with non-proliferation,
this coalition has lost sight of the goal
of nuclear disarmament. Unlike the
earlier Six-Nation Initiative of which
India was a part, this Group has not
emerged as a vocal, persistent and au-
thentic voice for nuclear
disarmament.

All this is happening at a time when
the substantive case for nuclear dis-
armament is stronger than ever be-
fore. With the end of Cold War, the
major powers no longer face a nuclear
threat to their security from one an-
other. The threat they perceive from
the so-called rogue states of the Third
World is highly exaggerated. Besides,
this threat can be more than ade-
quately taken care of by the conven-
tional weapons of the major powers.
The latest technological advance has
endowed these weapons with unprec-
edented lethality, accuracy and de-
structive power.

Disarmament continues to be the
avowed objective of the international
community; for there can be no peace
without disarmament. And nuclear
disarmament is the first step towards
achieving general and complete dis-
armament. In a speech at an Anti-Nu-
clear Arms Convention in New Dethi
on June 18, 1963, Jawaharlal Nehru
said: “I am quite clear. Before war
goes we must have  full
disarmament....”

As a part of the above legacy, India,
after becoming a de facto nuclear
weapon state, included nuclear disar-
mament as an important element of
its nuclear doctrine. This has put In-
dia in the unique position of being the
only nuclear weapons state commit-
ted to putting its entire arsenal on the
negotiating table. But unfortunately,
India is not able to leverage this
unique position for playing a mea-
ningful role in the field of nuclear dis-
armament. This is partly because of
its apprehension that any initiative on
this behalf could derail it from the
path of acquiring a minimum nuclear
deterrent. Besides, after the 1998 nu-
clear weapon tests, India has lost its
credibility among the nations whose
cooperation is essential for pursuing
the goal of nuclear disarmament. In-
dia must try, without compromising
its security interest, to find a way out
of this impasse and explore ways and
means of regaining its credentials as a
state committed to nuclear disarma-
ment.






¢ a bdul Qadir Khan, father ®f
Agakistan’s nuclear bomb, 1%
ow in disgrace. In a confes-
sion telecast before the nation
he has taken full responsibility
for proliferation of nuclear sec-
rets from Pakistan to different
countries, and pleaded for par-
don. He has mentioned his er-
rors of judgment regarding
unauthorised proliferation acti-
-vities and tried to shield other
scientists working under his
direction. Though AQ Khan has
expressed an apology, there
“were no signs of regret for sprea-
ding bomb technology and ma-
terials around. |
He also literally blackmailed
Musharraf into accepting his
apology and granting him par-
don. His confession and subse-
quent pardon is clearly a cover-
-up and looks like some kind of a
deal to spare the all-powerful
Pakistan army of immense
embarrassment. Musharraf has
not only pardoned the national
hero but also said that Pakistan
will not hand over the connected
papers and documents concern-
ing proliferation to the UN
nuclear watchdog, the Internat-
ional Atomic Energy Agency.

Decorated citizen

He has further ruled out an
independent probe into the
matter and warned the local
journalists not to speculate on
the army’s role in peddling nu-
clear secrets. In this connection
it bears recall that the rogue
scientist AQ Khan is one of the
most decorated citizens of
Pakistan. The official citation of
one of his awards — Hillal-e-
Imtiyaz — says “his name will be
inscribed in golden letters in the
annals of national history of Pak-
istan for his monumental contri-
bution to the field of nuclear
science.” ‘

Before returning to Pakistan
in 1976 Khan had been in
Europe for nearly 15 years stu-
dying in Germany and Belgium.
He had worked for the Dutch
and German Urenco Company,
which had access to uranium
entichment facilities at the
Amelo piant in Holland. Return-
ing to Pakistan in 1975 he could
impress upon the then Prime
Minister ZA Bhutto the need for
Pakistan’s own nuclear bomb.

Bhutto had earlier said “if
India built the bomb, we will eat
grass or leaves or even go-hungry
but we will get one of our own.”
Bhutto was not happy with the
slow pace of work of the
Pakistan Atomic Energy Com-

mission. Khan could persuade

Bhutto that he needed to work
alone and not in the structure of
the PAEC if he had to succeed in
making weapons grade enriched
uranium. Thus the Kahuta labo-
ratory was born.

Khan had plundered the
Amelo facility for blueprints for
enrichment plants, designs and
literature relating to centrifuge
technology as well as the list of
suppliers. He brought with him

The author is a former Director,
National Police Academy.

not only technical data on ultra-
centrifuge techniques but also a
list of European manufacturers
in the nuclear sector. Whenever
Western governments tried to
block supplies to Pakistan, Khan
was able to approach Western
companies and get the supplies
he wanted.

To get over export controls of
Western governments, many
fake companies in Europe and
the Far East were set up by Khan
for procurement of nuclear sup-
plies with the support of the Pak-
istan government. It was a costly

.and clandestine operation but it
-worked. Kahuta started making

rapid progress and by 1982, six
years after he returned to Pak-
istan, Khan had succeeded in the
production of highly enriched

uranium for a bomb.

America also turned a blind
eye to Pakistan’s covert nuclear
programme after the Soviet in-

“vasion of Afghanistan. Over-

night Pakistan became the front-
line state without whose help
America was not in a position to
help the mujahideens in Afgha-
nistan. The then American secr-
etary of state Alexander Haig
told his Pakistani counterpart
Agha Shahi that USA will not
make Pakistan’s nuclear prog-
ramme the “centre piece of our
relations.”

Nuclear mogul

After the production of en-
riched uranium Pakistan needed
a warhead. According to Khan
he had written to General Zia in
1982 that he had enriched ura-
nium and now wanted to build
the warhead. Zia gave the go-
ahead signal and the job was ac-
complished after two years. It
seems that Zia had asked AQ
Khan as well as Pakistan’s
Atomic Energy Commission to
create warheads. By 1983 Pakis-
tan had a serviceable nuclear
bomb and the next thing was to
produce a missile to deliver it.

The fact cannot be gainsaid
that without Khan Pakistan pro-
bably would not have the bomb.
The PAEC’s plans to produce
plutonium in its Karachi nuclear
power plant was frustrated by
numerous international res-

Empire Of Pakistan’s Dr Strangelove

By SANKAR SEN

trictions and monitoring re-
gimes. The enriched uranium
route enabled Pakistan to go
ahead quickly.

Missile  development in
Pakistan reflected. the divisions
existing in the nuclear field. The
PAEC looked to China and
transformed the Chinese M-11
missile into the Shaheen missile
which became nuclear-capable
in late 1999. However, AQ Khan
took another route and ap-
proached North Korea. Pakis-
tan’s Ghauri missile is a barely
disguised version of North Ko-
rea’s Nodong rocket, which was
supplied in parts by Pyongyang.
North Korea got help from
Pakistan in its enrichment ef-
forts, and possibly with warhead
design. Having .acquired the

basic technology Kahuta made
important adaptations and im-
provements to the North Korean
design.

In Pakistan Kahuta Research
Laboratories had gradually be-
come an unaccountable ins-
titution and AQ Khan wielded
enormous influence and accu-
mulated extraordinary wealth.
Senior officers in PAEC like Dr
Munir Khan protested against
AQ Khan’s clandestine and du-
bious dealings. But every army
chief turned a blind eye to the
goings-on in Kahuta. Musha-
rraf’s contention that some of
the nuclear scientists worked
unauthorisedly because of greed
and personal ambition does not
stand scrutiny. It is true that AQ
Khan enjoyed extraordinary
autonomy as a laboratory dir-
ector, but the security of the
facility was the responsibility of
the army and the ISL

Both Libya and Iran have
reportedly funded Pakistan’s
preparations for making a bomb
and such financing would be
followed by demand for know-
ledge of the fruits of research.
Musharraf in an expression of
bitter disappointment has said
“our Islamic brothers have given
our names without telling us”.

It is now known that in Octo-
ber last year a US delegation led
by deputy secretary of state
Armitage placed before Musha-
rraf “mind-boggling” evidence
of Khan peddling nuclear tech-
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nology and expertise to Iran,
Libya and North Korea and
attempts to do the same with
Iraq and Syria. Pakistan was told
that its failure to take action
would most certainly jeopardise
its ties with USA and other
important nations. Among other
things US officials presented
evidence of Khan’s alleged
attempts to.sell nuclear secrets
to Saddam Hussein when he was
President of Iraq.

The nuclear trafficking has
seriously damaged Pakistan’s
credibility and dented the image
of Musharraf. The powerful
non-proliferation lobby in USA
is hopping mad and holds the
view that stopping Pakistani
proliferation is of vital interest
to US security. The Washington
Post in its editorial acidly said

- that “Pakistan has supplied

nuclear technology to rogue
states for 15 years and the US

.must accept the reality that

Pakistan’s army had done more
to threaten US and global
security with WMDs than Al-
Qaida and Saddam”.

Musharraf’s image dented

It is not precisely known how
many countries have benefited
from this clandestine prolifera-
tion of nuclear technology. In
view of the close and long
linkage between the jihadis and
army establishment, there are
enormous worries if nuclear
technology has already been
passed on to jihadis or if they
have acquired “dirty bombs”.
Though Pakistan’s nuclear
proliferation poses a tricky
challenge, America because of
its short-term interest may not
haul Pakistan over the coals and
try to treat the chapter as closed.
America badly needs
Musharraf’s support in
launching operations against Al
Qaida inside Pakistan and has
perhaps cut a deal with him on
this score.

However, Musharraf’s image
has taken a terrible beating.
Many Pakistanis feel that he is
bending over backwards on. the
nuclear front under American
pressure. The Islamic opposition
1s accusing him of a sell-out and
called for a national strike to
protest at Khan’s humiliation.
Musharraf will also be under
immense international pressure
for inspection of Pakistan’s nu-
clear assets so that militant
groups outside the control of the
government may not seize them.

President Bush in a speech
before the National Defence
University described AQ Khan
as a thief and a criminal nuclear
proliferator, and unveiled pro-
posals aimed at eliminating
clandestine nuclear trafficking.
All countries that need nuclear
technology for civilian purposes
must sign the additional pro-
tocol with the International Ato-
mic Energy Agency providing
for vigorous international sup-
ervision of the country’s nu-
clear facilities. Not only Pakistan
but also India will be under
pressure to sign the additional
protocol.
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Beijing, Feb. 26 (Reuters):
North Korea gave signs today it
was willing to halt its nuclear
weapons programmes but
blamed the United States for lack
of progress in six-party talks in
China.

The North, in a hastily
arranged evening news confer-
ence, fell back on familiar rheto-
ric and said that if the US halted
its “hostile policy” against Py-
ongyang, it would give up its nu-
clear weapons development pro-
grammes. “The US is saying that
it can only discuss our demands
after we give up all nuclear pro-
grammes, including for peaceful
purposes, as it continues with its
stale demand that we give up nu-
clear programmes first despite
our flexible position,” the em-
bassy said. “It is because of this
that there has not been a break-
through in the solution of the
problems.”

US assistant secretary of
state James Kelly told reporters
he could only comment on the
North Korean statement after he
had read it. After two days of
talks in the exclusive Daioyutai
State Guest House in Beijing, de-
tails of North Korean proposals
were murky and it was not clear
what would be agreed in the next
session tomorrow. China has
said it wants a written agree-
ment.

Russia said earlier the North
was ready to freeze its military
nuclear programme, but not its
“peaceful” one. China’s Xinhua
agency quoted a North Korean
official as saying it was willing to
freeze all its nuclear pro-
grammes. Diplomatic sources
said North Korea also continued
to deny it had a uranium enrich-
ment programme for nuclear
weapons, the crux of its dis-
agreement with the US. During
today's round, South Korea,

THE TELEGR: TH
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+ nuclear halt

US soldiers build a floating
bridge during a military drill
at Imjin river near the Korean
border. (AFP)

China and Russia offered North
Korea energy aid in exchange for
freezing its weapons pro-
grammes, delegates from the
sides said.

Russia said the United States
and Japan were not ready to take
part in the compensation plan.

With the talks heading into a
third day on Friday, the six sides
were working on a joint state-
ment, the establishment of a
working group and when next to
meet, delegates said. A Japanese
official said the talks would con-
tinue beyond Friday if neces-
sary. Russian deputy foreign
Minister Alexander Losyukov
said North Korea proposed stop-
ping its military nuclear pro- '
grammes, but wanted to be able
to continue their peaceful ones, a
reference to nuclear power
plants under construction.
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BEIJING,
parties involved in the

talks on the nuclear issue .

- of the Korean Peninsula
found “some consensus,
though differences rem-
ained” at the end of the
first day, China, the host,
said today.

Chinese foreign ministry
spokesman Ms  Liu
Jianchao told reporters

after a first day of discus- -

sions that all six. parties
agreed that “taking
action” is the best way to
establish trust.

The talks involve China,
‘North and South Koreas,
the - USA, Russia and
Japan. Delegates to the
negotiations have been
“earnest, practical and
frank” in their speeches,
Ms Liu said, adding the
second round of talks had
entered a stage of “sub-

" stantial discussions”.

At the start of today’s
talks,.North Korea and the
USA — the two. major
parties — briefed the oth-
ers on their positions

- which were interpreted by
analysts as “softening
though with firm lines”.
-The - US  delegate
demanded a “complete,

irreversible and verifiable:

dismantlement” of North
Korea’s nuclear weapons
.~ programmes. The USA

will “seek a complete, ver-.

THE STATESMAN
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LET'S GET TALKING: Leaders attending the six-party talks shake hands prior to their meeting in Beljing
* on Wednesday. (From left) US assistant secretary of state Mr James Kelly, South Korean deputy
foreign minister Mr Lee Soo-hyuck, North Korea's deputy foreign minister Mr Kim Kye-gwan,
Chinese vice-foreign minister Mr Wang Yi, Japanese chief negotiator Mr Mitoji Yabunaka
and Russian deputy foreign minister M¢ Alexander Losyukov AFP '

enough. ThE USA has
-+ asked North Korea.to first

ifiable dismantlement of
all of North Korea’s
nuclear programmes, both
the plutonium- and urani-
‘um-based weapons,” said
chief US delegate Mr
James Kelly.

. Meanwhile, Mr Kelly
reminded the diplomats
gathered in Beijing of a
promise made by Mr
George W Bysh that- “the,
USA is prepared o join
with other parties in pro-

viding security assurances -

to North Korea” and
made clegr it has no inten-
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tling

tion of “invading or
attacking” the country.

Declaring this week’s -

meeting will decide the
future of six-party talks,
Mr Kim Kye-kwan, head
of the North Korean dele-
gation said his country will
show “flexibility while
main-taining principled
positions”,

Ecpnomle a;dis akeyin
Pyongyang demands f§¥ its
freezing and then disman-
its nuclear: pro-
grammes while Washing-

ton has said a freeze is not -

.dismantle “all”;its m:dear

programmes; .

Also  today, . South
Korean chief. negatiator
Mr Lee Soo-hyuek hoped
that despite - conflicting
positions,  pargicipants
would try to find specific
ways of resolving the dis-
pute. Japanese = anc
Russian delegates alsc
made similar calls "and
expressed gratitude for

* China’s "preparations for

the talks. -
7,
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shut two newspapers for pub-

uranium plant
in Tehran air

force base’o,\

Dip g e
AGENCIES V
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e Y Ty

UN INSPECTORS have
discovered high-tech uranium
enrichment equipment on an
Iranian air force base, diplo-
mats said on Thursday. The
find appeared-to be the first
known link of Tehran’s nuclear
programme to its military.

The diplomats said the gas
centrifuge system designs were
of a P-2 centrifuge — more ad-
vanced than the P-1 model Iran
has acknowledged using to en-
n'churaniumforwhatitsays are
peaceful purposes. They said
investigations indicated they
matched equipment found in
Libya and supplied by the net-
work headed by scientist A.Q.
Khan. The Intemational
Atomic  Energy Agency
(IAEA), whose inspectors are $
examining Iran’s activities for
Signs it was trying to create
weapons, declined comment,

Meanwhile, Iran’s judiciary

lishing a letter criticising
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Alj
Khamenei over the exclusion
of reformist candidates from
Fﬁday’selecﬁqns. y

EXPRESS
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/ Q}ﬁc‘v To reverse nuclear proliferation,\m/ ’\/

delegitimise such weapons 0\\n
ca

he non-proliferation treaty is as good as dead. Firét e
news that A Q Khan and his European cronies had togeth-
er made nonsense of the proliferation control framework.
And now comes confirmation that Pakistan’s Islamic bomb
was in fact made with Chinese help. It turns out that
the nuclear big five — in all the time they brandished
the NPT as a weapon against the nuclear have-nots —
were themselves guilty of overlooking the proliferation
activities of China and the many European players in
Khan’s deadly nuclear ring. It goes back to the 70s when
Khan was able to mobilise West European firms to support
the Pakistani nuclear programme through export of plant
machinery and engineering services. The US looked away
from this massive operation in order to enlist Islamabad’s
cooperation for the mujahideen campaign in Afghanistan.
In exchange for European technology proliferated through
Khan, China made available to Islamabad the bomb
design, tritium and other crucial components. In the
90s came the blatant Chinese transfer of missiles and ring
magnets to Pakistan followed by the Islamabad-Pyongyang
missiles-for-nuclear technology exchange deal. This
gigantic collaboration spanned two lengthy decades and
yet the CIA would have us believe that they were unaware
of the worldwide proliferation.

The NPT has been damaged beyond redemption by the
nuclear weapon powers reneging on their obligations not to
proliferate. It is unlikely then that any assurance president
Bush now gives in this regard can restore the NPT. The
treaty was fatally flawed from the beginning since it
legitimised the possession of nuclear weapons by a few. In
1995, this legitimacy was extended in perpetuity. Besides,
the major nuclear threat today is not so much from state ac-
tors as from non-state terrorist organisations working hard
to acquire them covertly. The NPT policing mechanism —
through the International Atomic Energy Agency — has
also since been exposed as being woefully inadequate: The
IAEA failed to trace the origin of proliferation to nuclear
industries in Europe. Even today, the big powers are shield-
ing guilty European firms. In other words, a fundamental
rethink is called for on non-proliferation. So long as
nuclear weapons remain legitimised, proliferation cannot
be stopped. The complete elimination of nuclear weapons
may be a distant goal, but surely their delegitimisation is
crucial to mobilising international public opinion against
proliferation. Next year’s review conference on the NPT
can be used to declare the use, or the threat of use, of nu-
clear weapons to be a crime against humanity, That would
be the first step towards the elimination of such weapons.



“China voices concern over

v «nuke transfer

Beijing: Voicing serious con-
cern over reports of nuclear
tranfers to Libya by a Pakistani-
led trading network, China on
Tuesday made it clear that it is
opposed to the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction.
“The Chinese side is seriously
concerned by the related reports
and we are trying to get more in-
formation on this issue,” foreign
ministry spokeswoman Zhang
Qiyue told reporters here.

A report in the ‘Washington
Post’ said the Bush administra-
tion had documents showing
China was involved in Pak-
istan’s nuclear programine, an
allegation long suspected by
Washington but denied by Bei-
jing. The report also said the
documents were found in Libya
and some included text in Chi-
nese as well as detailed instruc-
tions for assembling an implo-
sion-type nuclear bomb that
could fit atop a large ballistic

* missile.

Asked whether she could deny
the ‘Washington Post’ report,
Zhang said: “At present, we have
seen only news reports. 1 don't

l|‘=-‘.-' -
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have any additional information
to add at this moment.” Zhang’s
response came a day after the
top US expert on arms control
John Bolton gave a guarded re-
action to the report. Bolton, US
Undersecretary of State for
Arms Control and International
Security, held talks with Chinese
officials here on Monday and
met Chinese Foreign Minister Li
Zhaoxing.

Shdow OfDoubt v
e Chinarestates stated
| positions .

on nuclear proliferation
® LIS official gives guarded
- reaction to 'Post’ report

Mr Bolton confirmed at a
press conference on Monday
that some documents were
found in Libya but declined to
comment on whether China had
been directly involved. The
‘Post’ said the designs were sold
to Libya by a Pakistani-led nu-
clear trading network that is
now the focus of an expanding
international probe.
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reports

The focus on proliferation has
intensified since the father of
Pakistan’s atomic weapons pro-
gramme, A. Q. Khan, confessed
to selling nuclear secrets to
Libya, Iran and North Korea. In
the past China used to flatly
deny reports of its proliferation
whenever reporters sought a re-
action to articles citing Chinese
complicity in the spread of
WMDs. However, at Tuesday’s

" briefing, Zhang appeared defen-

sive and only restated Beijing’s
declared positions on prolifera-
tion.

She noted that China was a
member of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
since 1984 and is also a party to
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT). “China has strict-
ly implemented its obligations
concerning the anti-prolifera-
tion of nuclear weapons,” she
said. “We have strengthened ex-
port control regime in all fields
and in future, we will do more to
strengthen the effective faithful
implementation of the con-
cerned laws and regulations,”
she said. Fm




~Pak Proliferation

L

By K Subrahmanyam

President George Bush’s seven-point propo-
sals to counter the threat of Weapons of
Mass Destruction (WMD) have not set the
Potomac on fire, Taken along with the CIA
director George Tenet’s speech on February
5, this was a public relations exercise to
advertise the success of intelligence opera-
tions by the US and the UK in breaking
up the international nuclear smuggling
network headed by A Q Khan.

The president’s narration of A @ Khan's
smuggling efforts was obviously not meant
to enlighten the American and world public
of the true nature and scope of a prolifera-
tion activity, which, according to Khan’s
confession, spanned two decades. While
the president referred to the manufacture
of centrifuge components in a Malaysian
facility, he did not elaborate where Khan
obtained and passed on plant and equipment
for making uranium hexafluoride to which
he made a reference, the powerful motors to
rotate the centrifuges, the high-tech alloys
needed to make the centrifuges and other
sophisticated items involved in the complex
process of uranium enrichment.

Surely, they were not manufactured in
Khan Research Laboratories
and exported. If that were the
case, the US government will
have to explain how it accepts
the Pakistani authorities claim
that they were in the dark.

Mr Bush was not helping
to fight proliferation when
he deliberately shielded the
industrial establishments of
Germany, Switzerland, France,
Netherlands and other coun-
tries who helped the Pakistani and Iraqi
proliferations and those of Libya and
Iran through Khan’s intermediary services.
The engines of proliferation are the
European countries who are members of
the non-proliferation treaty and other
technology-denial regimes.

When did Washington come to take note of
Khan’s proliferation activities? In Pakistani
scientific circles, it was no secret that his
claim to fame as the father of the Pakistani
bomb was not rooted in his scientific
prowess but in crucial proliferation activi-
ties of getting plant, equipment, materials
and engineering services from Europe into
Pakistan, It should have been obvious that if
Khan could handle successfully the proli-
feration from Europe to Pakistan he could
with equal ease do it for Iran and Libya.
However, in the eighties, the US and other
western countries supported the WMD
proliferation of both Saddam Hussein and
Zia-ul-Haq. Therefore, it was a case of deli-
berately looking away from Khan'’s activities,
It is a matter of record that Washington was
permissive of the supply of ring magnets
from China to Pakistan. The Clinton admi-
nistration fudged on the Chinese supply of
M-9 and M-11 missiles for over seven years.

In the coming days, the US Congress is
bound to ask what the safeguards are against

e
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further proliferation from Pakistan where
a government claims that it was not aware
of what happened over the last two decades.
Countries targeted by Al-Qaida and its
associates have to be reassured that threats
arising out of Khan’s proliferation, inclu-
ding that to non-state actors, are being
effectively countered. Mr Bush's speech at
the National Defence University does not
hold out any such assurance.

In spite of all these shortcomings,
Mr Bush’s proposals on the proliferation
security initiative and criminalising proli-
feration are worth looking at. His statement
on supporting the Russian programme of
disposal of weapon-grade fissile materials is
a reiteration of an ongoing scheme. His
fourth step to assist civil nuclear programme
of non-nuclear states through the assured
supply of fuel is restatement of obligations
under the NPT. But his exhortation to
nuclear suppliers group (NSG) to refuse to
sell enrichment and reprocessing equipment
to any state that does not already possess full-
scale functioning and reprocessing plants is
intriguing. The only instance of this type is
China establishing a plutonium reactor and
providing assistance for a reprocessing plant
in Pakistan. Mr Bush is silent
on China, which is not a mem-
ber of the NSG. It is not clear
whether the exhortation to the
NSG not to supply to states
without a full fuel cycle facility
enrichment and reprocessing
technology would mean that it
could, in future, lift its embar-
goes on dealing with India
. since India has full fuel cycle

capability. His fifth step is the
litmus test for New Delhi. He requires that
only countries which sign additional proto-
col permitting IAEA full inspection rights
should be allowed to import equipment for
their civilian nuclear programme. India can
sign the additional protocol on the same con-
ditions as the five nuclear weapon powers.
Will that be acceptable to the nuclear five?
The last step of excluding nations suspected
of violating the NPT obligations they volun-
tarily accepted from the IAEA board of
governors is unexceptionable in principle.

The NPT has been wrecked by prolifera-
tion by Khan, China, North Korea and
European nations and the permissiveness
towards it by Washington during the 80s and
90s. It is in this context that India’s national
security advisor Brajesh Mishra said at the
40th Munich conference on security: “Extra-
ordinary measures are being contemplated
to guarantee security from these challenges.
A multilateral consultative machinery with
international credibility can provide legiti-
macy to such measures. But for it to be
effective, it has to be evolved with wide and
representative consultations. I would also
add that clubbing partners against prolifera-
tion with countries of true proliferation
concern is a self-defeating approach, which
can only weaken the cause of genuine
non-proliferation”. Is Washington listening?
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S PRESIDENT beorge e

sketched what amounted to a

new international regime on

nuclear technology in his
Wednesday speech. That the present
system is in desperate need of reform is
hardly in dispute. Even before the con-
fessions of Dr Abdul Qadeer Khan, it
was clear the clauses of the Nuclear
Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT) had long
ceased to have any relevance to global
nuclear reality. The NPT refused to ac-
cept three nuclear powers — India, Pak-
istan and Israel. It was incapable of
stopping countries with civilian nu-
clear programmes from diverting that
technology to build weapons. And it is
useless when it comes to stopping nu-
clear technology from falling into the
hands of terrorists.

The first major pillar of Mr Bush’s
nuclear order is that nuclear legitimacy
should be granted to any country that
already possesses a full nuclear cycle.
India can only welcome this expansion
of the nuclear club = even if it includes
Pakistan. New Delhi had long argued
the NPT was discriminatory. But the
treaty’s greater crime was to be unreal-
istic. A nuclear fuel cycle club makes
much more sense. Urging that the Nu-

h0pp%

clear Suppliers Group consider provid-

ing technology to the expanded club is
also in line with India’s long-standing
demands. But there are still some con-
cerns for India. A key one is Mr Bush’s
statement on the Additional Protocol of
the NPT. He says, “I propose, by next
year, only States [that] have sighed the
Additional Protocol be allowed to im-
port equipment for their civilian nu-
clear programme.” India has so far kept
away from the protocol because it would
open its civilian nuclear facilities to
United Nations monitors. On the other
hand, Bush is committed to rolling back
US sanctions on India in the so-called
‘quartet’ issues — one of which is civil-
ian nuclear technology:

Mr Bush’s policy strokes were too
broad for it to be certain this seeming
contradiction will trouble India-US rela-
tions. It is unclear, for example, whether
signing the protocol will be required
of the new nuclear club. The details of
big canvas strategic speeches are often
worked out later. In addition, as indicat-
ed by National Security Advisor Brajesh
Mishra’s recent Munich speech, India is
no longer as averse to joining a non-pro-
liferation treaty regime so long as it
is nondiscriminatory.

-
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- The USA’s muted reaction and Musharraf’s leniency to AQ Khan'’s confession sends
the wrong message to-potential proliferators, writes MICH/EL KREPON

O KHAN oot off lightly, sending dist-

urbing messages about US and Pakista-

ni attitudes toward proliferation. After

etting himself up as the Wal-Mart for
nuclear weapon shoppers in Libya, Iran,
North Korea and others who have yet to be
identified, Khan, the self-proclaimed father of
the Pakistani nuclear bomb, has admitted
guilt as ~harged by Pakistani General-turned-
President Pervez Musharraf. In quick succes-
sion, a penitent Khan met with the khaki-clad
President and went on Pakistani television to
take all the blame and to absolve the Army.
Musharraf then suggested leniency to his
Cabinet, which readily agreed. The President
wasted no time issuing a pardon in light of
Khan’s heroic service to the nation and, for
good measure, allowed Khan to keep the for-
tune in money and real estate he amassed
from his illicit nuclear commerce.

Meanwhile, Musharraf continues to hound
former Primie Minister Benazir Bhutto to pay
back her fortune of ill-gotten gains derived
from corrupt government contracting.

There are two morals for the proliferators
of nuclear and missile technology - if that is
the right word for this strange story. The first
is don’t get caught. Khan’s real estate hold-
ings were no secret in Pakistan, nor was his
penchant for foreign travel. Foreign intelli-
gence services long-suspected Khan's deal-
ings, as well as the difficulties his lab at
Kahuta was having in producing nuclear war-
heads and missiles.

Pakistani officials responded to questions
about nuclear transactions with blanket
denials. This defence began to unravel when
US intelligence agencies pieced together the
gxistence of a1 uranium enrichment pro-
gramme in North Korea. Suddenly, the ques-
tion of what Pyongyang got in return for bail-
ing out the Khan Research Labs by transfer-
ring No Dong missiles could be answered with
certainty: The Pakistani cargo plane that
picked up the missiles, which were then re-

engaged in barter transactions that involved
the provision of centrifuge technology.

Soon thereafter, Iran’s uranium enrich-
ment programme, which was publicly
revealed by an opposition group to the ruling
ayatollahs, became the centre of international
attention. It was implausible enough for
Tehran to claim it needed nuclear power for
electricity, but there’s no way that enriched
uranium can be used to light street lamps.
With clear evidence of an intent to acquire
the entire fuel cycle necessary for bomb mak-
ing, Iran’s ayatollahs decided to take the heat
off, to freeze the programme temporarily, and
to allow inspectors from International Atomic
Energy Agency to gain extensive access to
plants under construction. Iranian officials
also confirmed what the inspectors could
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Abdul Qadeer Khan reads a statement to the nation on Pakistan State Television on 4 February. — AFP

_-plainly infer - that the centrifuges same from
- Pakistani sources.
labelled as the indigenously-built Ghauri, was

-Next it was Libya’s turn. After a shipment
of centrifuge parts was intercepted in the fall
of 2003 headed for Libya, Muammar Gaddafi
decided to come clean. In return for a lifting
of sanctions and the prospect of foreign direct
investment, he invited US and British officials
to close down and cart out his bomb-making
project. More equipment from Khan's
netherworld of nuclear commerce was uncov-
ered. The most extraordinary find, as report-
ed by New York Times, were actual blueprints
of a nuclear warhead of Chinese parentage
that was given to Pakistan by Beijing to help
the Khan Research Labs out of an earlier jam.

At this point, Pakistan’s flat denials of illic-
it nuclear commerce were shredded beyond
repair. Under heavy US pressure to roll up
Khan’s network and to acknowledge misde-
eds, Musharraf set in motion the investigation

14 reg MM

and public humiliation of Pakistan’s national
hero. Which leads to moral number two for
future proliferators: Be an indispensable ally
to the USA in the global war on terror.

If Khan resided in another country, or if
Pakistan were led by the. religious leaders who
are eager to unseat Musharraf, the Bush
administration’s response would have been
far different. But Washington knew that a
public trial of Khan would have put a club in
the hands of Musharraf’s many enemies while
risking the disclosure of official government
and high-level Army support for some of his
transactions Khan confessed to missteps dri-
ven by Islamic solidarity - an explanation that
conveniently overlooks the money he pocket-
ed and his dealings with North Korea. Two
other rationales for Pakistan’s nuclear com-
merce — paying back governments that helped
to finance the programme and seeking for-
eign assistance to overcome problems with

domestic production lines - —were also behind
Khan's travels. These transactions surely req-
uired the authorisation and full consent of
army chiefs, prime ministers and a president
or two. The quick choreography of Khan’s
confession and pardon, as well as Washing-
ton’s muted response, point to a mutual
desire not to delve publicly into history.

In return for this pact not to question
Khan’s fiction that he, alone, was to blame,
the Bush administration appears satisfied to
roll up his supply network while Pakistani offi-
cials conduct a more thorough housecleaning
at his lab. Musharraf will again promise that
these transactions will not happen again. He
gave secretary of state Colin Powell a pledge
of 400 per cent on this score after US intelli-
gence tracked the delivery of centrifuge parts
to North Korea in the fall of 2002. Khan's
shipment to Libya was intercepted one year
later. If future transactions occur for reasons
of state — that is, to repay foreign governments
that have called in their notes or to overcome
production bottlenecks - the Bush administra-
tion will have a tough decision to make.
Musharraf and his advisers will cross this
bridge if they have to, but they have good rea-
son to presume that Bush would be forgiving,
as long as Pakistan makes progress in cleaning
up messes, and as long as its support remains
essential in nabbing Osama bin Laden and
the remnants of his Al-Qaida network.

What is the net effect of the Khan affair on
global efforts to stop and reverse prolifera-
tion? The good news is that Khan is no longer
a player, that venality and Islamic solidarity
are no longer acceptable drivers for prolifera-
tion in Musharraf’s Pakistan, and that a very
successful network of covert transactions is
being put out of business. The number of
states seeking nuclear weapons and missiles
to carry them has been reduced significantly.
Saddam is gone, and Libya has decided to go
straight. This leaves Iran, which has agreed to
a temporary freeze on fissile material produc-
tion, and North Korea, which might be ’
amenable to a deal - if and when the Bush
adminisfration is prepared to offer one.

The bad news is Khan has proved that
extraordinarily damaging blueprints and parts
can be surreptitiously exchanged for cash, and
that this information _can fit into CD-ROMs
as well as military cargo planes. Covert supply
networks can be reconstituted, but the market
is likely to shift from sophisticated nuclear
weapons to crude forms of nuclear terrorism.
Global controls and safeguards on dangerous
nuclear material are more essential than ever
— and this work has barely begun.

(This article appeared in YaleGlobal Online, a
publication of the Yale Center for the Study of

Globalization, and is reprinted with permis.-
sion.) /



* Sleuths in race to shut
" Vnuke ‘supermarket’

ANTON LA GUARDIA,AHMED
RASHID ALEC RUSSELL

Vienna/Lahore/Washington,
Feb. 6: Intelligence agencies
and nuclear inspectors are rac-
ing to close a vast international
nuclear “supermarket” that
has secretly supplied Iran,
Libya, North Korea and per-
haps several other countries for
more than a decade.

The extent of the Pakistan-
based network became clear
last night as a leading UN offi-
cial said there was still an urge-
nt need to “dry up the source”.

The “supermarket”, run by
Abdul Qadeer Khan, the father
of the Pakistani bomb, was
“the most dangerous phenome-
non in proliferation for many
years,” said Mohammed ElBa-
radei, the head of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency,
the UN’s nuclear watchdog.
“This is an area where we can-
not act alone. We need the co-
operation of intelligence agen-
cies and governments. I expect
everybody to chip in.”

Despite Khan’s confession
that he was at the centre of the
operation, few believe that the
uncovering of the network will
stop the lucrative black market
in nuclear designs, technology
and components. Western intel-
ligence agencies face alarming
uncertainties. Are similar net-
works in operation? Which
countries have already bought

Pakistani nuclear technology?
American sources said
there were “suspicions” Syria
or Saudi Arabia were clients of
Khan'’s network. They said Iran
appeared to have bought more
technology than it declared.
Middlemen bought parts

Pak probe call

Islamabad, Feb. 6 (Reuters):
Pakistan’s opposition parties
today demanded a parliamen-
tary inquiry into a nuclear
proliferation scandal in which
the country’s top scientist
has confessed he sold atomic se-
crets to Iran, Libya and North
Korea.

The Pakistan Muslim League
of exiled former Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif and the Pakistan
People’s Party of another former
Prime Minister in exile Benazir
Bhutto, both called for a parlia-
mentary debate into the affair.

from half a dozen countries:
Japan, Malaysia, South Africa,
Germany and at least two other
European countries. The com-
ponents were ostensibly meant
for industrial purposes but
were then assembled to make
gas centrifuges to enrich urani-
um for atomic bomb-making.
Experts compared the process
to selling designs for a kit car

and providing help in buying
the parts around the world.

George Tenet, the director
of the CIA, said the credit for
uncovering the network be-
longed to his organisation and
MI6, using old-fashioned espi-
onage techniques.

“First we discovered the ex-
tent of the hidden network,” he
said. “We tagged the prolifera-
tors. We detected the network
stretching across four conti-
nents offering its wares to
countries such as North Korea
and Iran. Working with our
British colleagues, we pieced
together the picture of the net-
work, revealing its sub-
sidiaries, client lists, front com-
panies, agents and manufactur-
ing plants on three continents.”

Despite the growing scale of
the revelations, Pakistan Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf par-
doned Khan yesterday after his
public confession to “unautho-
rised proliferation activities”.

Islamabad declared the sca-
ndal over, sticking to its claim
that Khan had acted on his

.own, rather than with Pak-

istani military co-operation, as
is widely suspected.
Musharraf said he would
not hand any documents about
the scandal to UN inspectors.
“This is a sovereign country,”
he said. “No documents will be
given. No independent investi-
gation will take place here.”
THE DAILY TELEGRAPH

7

THE TELEGRAPH ¥

7\'—EBW



Somay— ..d__soeoseaoa
I GoTyMm yaia ssowjueyy 9y pare
l.aQbk&N Qmuv .Uﬁww Oﬂm nqggm
~I3pUn Ses JURPISAL] Y], ‘JUSp
-ISa1] 9 Jowr pey pue Sugoesur
a4 paysanbar pey ay voIsIAdf3L,
uelspied unr-ojels pio} ey
‘poypoune] sem agoxd oy sours
syrewsar ongnd 181y sl uy

" JUOIM PUNOJ PUE Passas
-Se,, USaq pey pres uewssoyods
Ly e wep v Yew
-erey] nueyap pue Sog wejsy
SEISUAD) ‘SJOTYo AWy ISULIOY
0} JO SEONONSUL IONPUL S} U0
Sunoe sem Ay pres saey o3 payiod
~OI §7 UelS] ‘BAIOY YUON pue
vAQEY ‘W] 0} SqUIO] JTWOE 10
WNRIRIN PIYOLILS e 0} pIsn
s[elIojews pue arempiey ‘suSs
-9p Suidjddns 03 Sussopuoo juomw
~J1e1S PIeISp ¥ opet pey ueyyy
eyl Aepung uo pres RO A
~Ifful JOTUSS V/ "BAQY] (1M pumoj

uoped Joj speajd quioq Jeajonis yeg

US9q 0ABY SYUT] JE[IUTG "Surels
-oxd meapnu suer w jusw
-SAjoAuT sueIshied 03 Supurod
S0uspiA2 papioid VIV SN
S} IoYR IOQUIdAON Ul uoned
~RSOAUT Ue payotme] Ueisoey

‘pabieyo

U96q OS[e SBY LEYY 'Y
I i Jeajolou sty pepodes sipu
-UBYJ UOiSIABIS] ajeAud ' Syjuows
98I} Jo} iseLie Jepun ind

uead arey SIBIOHIO, ‘2561 JO MEN
Aunoeg sepun ABojouosy ieed
-Nu §o saysuen pelayfe 10} sfeiol
~0 ALnoes pue sisnuBiDs Jeajonu
Sii §0 snoj pebreyd sey Juswiuis
-Aob ueisHied i ‘uoReleposd jo
suoiebiaye ety o suoyeBisaaul
10 syluour sy ‘QYRYINYISTE

Staysuel] jedagl yam
padieys sysnuaias

lUd —

"URLY JO 1A1rew feuon
-eu ¢ Sunfew pue AuLry ogy Sur
-yeorduy eouspiad usseLequuo
0} ped] poo [ern uado uy seo
-1go Aveyuu doy o s8papmouny
301 oYM pROIGE umuRm

Surpuue 10y ABojouyom juas
PUY S1109S fE3[NU P(OS AR 10U
PInod weysy adeq SIueISIed
Aupur pue s7RUIOEp UISISOM

‘peppeN  foustuap 10y paisonb
-1 pue JURPISaL] a3 o} uonyed

S49In3y “Aepsaupem uo vuaaEu_m_ u} 3upesw u_o_.u Suunp
JeuBySNly ZOAOJ JUBpSald YIM 0)0yd pejepun ue uj ¢ zepu
“HIBYSIN,, JO Pleme UR(lIAID 350UB]Y o) Sun|200) Joyje oueg

1eqbj JoBujs jueispied yym ueyy “b°y 1q (9] woy vm_z,v_ua_ov

SIY PIYIWIQNS Sey ue T
Juswagels
' Ul pres Juatinioaod sy Sy
papray 2y gotym uy pourad ay)
Suunp Wiy Aq paronpuod smm
s sannanoe  uonersgold

ayy 10y Amgisuodsar oy s3doo
-0® 9] 18Y} JUSPISILY oY) 210J3q
popnugns veqy OV id, -
-uonnoasord
ploAe 01 PIq yoHp-1Se] € ul Jer
~TRUSIIA] (M SURSSW S1) Paffed
pey Ueyy] pres ssoinog wm
amoasoxd o3 royjoym Sumropis
~00 9q O} pres sT JelreysnA pue
“ed103 YUON pue vAQrY ‘Gex|
03 yuowdmbs pue sjar0s surie
Bunjes o} paurelq uvaq sey
uRlpy] “AUsw 10J JeITeysnj
Z3A15d USpISal] PoYSe pue ear
-03 YLON 03 BAQY] WOX SPUSy
X3 ey} [epuess oonelspoid

: ~ suodeam € 0] £epsoupap Uo A

-figsuodsar g paydao
0B ueyy I99pe) -
[Py SHUSIS e
-nu doy’ SNVISDIV

Q\O ¥ AMVNYB3 ‘QvavINYISI
FUHMLLITIO0 NN

0 1oyey

. 5 FEB M

INDIAN EXPRESS



‘Khan says sorry,
Musharraf gets
US clean /(}hlt “

eV T aS
)((\f

HTC and Agencies w
Islamabad/Washington,

February 4

ABDUL QADEER Khan on
Wednesday asked Pakistan
President Pervez Musharraf
to “forgive” him for selling
its secrets abroad. In Wash-
ington, the United States an-
nounced it had full faith in
‘Musharraf’s assurances on
stemming proliferation and
gave the general a clean chit.

Khan’s apology was an-
nounc 2d on Pakistan’s state-
run television and came after
several days of meetings
with government officials.

Footage of his appointment
with the President showed a
stony-faced Musharraf wear-
ing a camouflage jacket and
speaking to a contrite-looking
Khan. “I explained the back-
ground on what was happen-
ing and what had happened,
and he appreciated the frank-
ness with which I gave him
the details,” Khan later told
PTV in a brief interview.

He said Musharraf, who
has summoned a meeting of
Pakistan’s nuclear control
board to decide on the scien-
tist’s fate, had been “extreme-
ly kind and understanding”.

Intelligence sources said
that having sought “clemen-
cy and forgiveness” Khan
would not now be prosecuted.
He was sacked as scientific
adviser to Prime Minster Ja-
mali over the weekend after
he confessed in a written
statement to selling nuclear
technology to Iran, Libya and
North Korea.

As part of the understand-
ing the Pakistani authorities
reached not to prosecute him,
he agreed to cooperate with
investigators and give them
all the information they need-
ed, intelligence officials said.

Close on the heels of the

THE HIDUSTAN TiMES

REUTERS

A man listens to AQ Khan's confession broadcast live on

Pakistan state TV on Wednesday.

confessions, Pakistan arrest-
ed four scientists and security
ofﬁcial's, including Khan’s

personal secrefgiy,on charges -
7 i +.ation — I’'m talking about the

of illegal nuclgar..prolifera
tion. The government has de-
cided to charge Dr Faroog Ah-
mad, close friend of Khan,
and Dr Nazir, a top official of
Khan Research Laboratories,
along with Khan'’s personal
secretary Maj. Islamul Haq
and Sajawal, a retired briga-
dier and security official of
KRL, local TV reports said.

“Families received notices
from the government yester-
day, saying that the nuclear
scientists and security offi-
cials have been put under ar-
rest for three months,” a law-
yer for the scientists was
quoted as saying on TV. There
was, however, no official con-
firmation to this effect.

The United States, mean-
while, while giving a virtual
clean chit to Musharraf in the
fast unfolding nuclear prolif-
eration saga, said it valued his
assurances. “Musharraf has
assured us that Pakistan was

0
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not involved in any kind.”
“Musharraf has assured us

that Pakistan was not in-

volved in any kind of prolifer-

government of Pakistan. We
value those assurances,” Wh-
ite House spokesman Scott
McClellan said in response to
a barrage of questions at his
daily briefing on the subject.

He went on to say that Pak-
istan’s investigation of the
proliferation issue was “
sign of how strongly it takes
that commitment”.

He also referred to Islam-
abad’s close cooperation on
several fronts and said: “We
are continuing to work close-
ly with Pakistan to win the
war on terrorism, and we ap-
preciate the efforts they are
taking to address these pro-,
liferation issues.”

US Deputy Secretary of
State Richard Armitage, in a
separate comment, emphasi-
sed that the current media re-
ports are about “proliferation
by an individual” and not by
the Pakistani government.

a -



\ fDenlal twist to

" Khan confession'™"

IMTIAZ GUL

Islamabad, Feb 3: Abdul
Qadeer Khan, the father of the
Islamic bomb now under a probe
in Pakistan for leaking nuclear
secrets, is said to have denied the
government’s claim that he had
made a confession.

Qazi Hussain Ahmad, head of
the six-party Opposition al-
liance, Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal
(MMA), talked to Khan by phone
and said: “The revered nuclear
scientist denied he had con-
fessed to the government of hav-
ing indulged in proliferation”.

“After the government’s
claim about Khan’s confession, I
tried to reach the scientist and fi-
nally managed to contact him
through his mobile phone,”
Ahmad told the private Geo tele-
vision channel. He said that
Khan denied he gave any such
statement to the government.

He further quoted Khan as
saying that he has been confined
to his residence and no one is al-
lowed to see him.

The Nuclear Command Au-
thority (NCA) had sealed Khan's
fate after a lengthy meeting
chaired by President Pervez
Musharraf on Saturday.

An official statement, which
was been issued after the meet-
ing, said: “In the background of
the investigations into alleged
acts of nuclear proliferation by a
few individuals and to facilitate
those in investigations in a free
and objective manner, Khan, spe-
cial adviser to the Prime Minis-
ter on strategic affairs, has
ceased to hold the office.”

Hours after his removal, the
authorities also intensified secu-
rity around Khan’s residence.

As most Pakistanis await

A file picture of Abdul
Qadeer Khan with an
army officer. (Reuters)

Musharraf’s national address
on Thursday, the fate of the fa-
ther of the country’s nuclear
bomb hangs in balance, particu-
larly after he allegedly admitted
his involvement in nuclear pro-
liferation to Iran, Libya and
North Korea.

Military authorities, cur-
rently interrogating Khan and
six of his colleagues, also seem
to be at a loss on how to proceed
against a man who is idolised by
millions of Pakistanis as a “na-
tional hero”.

“No doubt he is a hero, but we
were faced with the choice of
saving the national hero or sav-
ing the country from interna-
tional sanctions,” senior army
officials said while briefing me-
diapersons on the interrogation
being of Khan and six of his

\\/

Kahuta Research Laboratories
(KRL) aides.

“Our focus was nuclear pro-
liferation and not the money in-
volved in it,” officials explained
when asked as to how much
money Khan may have made by
the sale of nuclear secrets to
Iran and Libya.

But since Monday, Khan has
been cut off from the rest of the
country. Several journalists
tried in vain to get Khan’s reac-
tions to the government’s
claims.

The interrogation - official-
ly called debriefings — had
begun in late November after the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) and Iran dis-
closed the sources that were aid-
ing Tehran’s nuclear pro-
gramme. One of them was Pak-
istan.

Officials also claimed Khan
had confessed to his contacts
with the “nuclear underworld”
based in the Gulf emirate of
Dubai and some European coun-
tries.

He used his authority as
head of KRL for unauthorised
business contacts with Libya,
North Korea and Iran in viola-
tion of national and internation-
allaws,” officials said.

Khan pursued the prolifera-
tion business between 1989-2000
because of the immunity he en-
joyed as the head of the coun-
try’s prime nuclear programme,
the officials said.

General Shaukat Sultan, the
Pakistan army chief
spokesman, told the German
press agency DPA late yesterday
that the scientist’s “personal se-
curity had been enhanced but de-

nied he had been put under .

house arrest.

DAVID ROHDE

Islamabad. Feb. 3: Opposition
parties, political and military
experts and relatives of de-
tained officials yesterday ques-
tioned Pakistan’s assertion
that the founder of the coun-
try’s nuclear programme had
shared technology with Iran,
Libya and North Korea for
more than a decade without the
knowledge of his superiors.

“This is a cock-and-bull
story,” said Muhammad Shafiq,
39, the son of Brigadier Sajaw-
al Khan, a retired Pakistani
army officer accused of taking
part in the scheme. “If you
want to believe it, believe it. The
truth is nowhere near this
story.”

In a background briefing to
20 Pakistani journalists on
Sunday night, a senior Pak-
istani official said that the sci-
entist, Abdul Qadeer Khan, had
confessed to covertly sharing
nuclear secrets with Iran, Lib-
ya and North Korea from 1989
to 2000. American officials said
parts of the government’s ac-
count matched events tracked
by American intelligence and
that nuclear aid from Pakistan
had flowed to North Korea in
2002 and to Libya last autumn.

The senior Pakistani official
said Sunday that former army
and intelligence chiefs had

Pakistanis
puzzled
by official
ignorance

been questioned. Senior army
officials were guilty of “omis-
sions,” he said, but did not take
part in Khan’s scheme.

Khan and his close relatives
could not be reached for com-
ment yesterday. A man who an-
swered the telephone at Khan’s
home, now surrounded by se-
curity officials, said the scien-
tist was not present. Shafiq, son
of the detained brigadier said
to have aided Khan, said he did
not expect Khan’s family to
comment until the government
announced whether it would
prosecute.

Political and military ex-
perts predicted that President
Pervez Musharraf, would not
risk prosecuting Khan, until re-
cently a national hero. A trial
could set off a public outcry,
and Khan could identify army
officials who approved of his
activities, the experts said.

—

A senior government offi-
cial who spoke on condition of
anonymity yesterday con-
firmed that Khan had signed a
detailed confession several
days ago, but he said no deci-
sion had been made on whether
to charge the scientist.

He said General Musharraf
would make a “policy state-
ment” to the nation early next
week after the end of a series of
Pakistani national holidays .

The senior official declined
to give further details about
what the government had said
was a sprawling smuggling net-
work that involved German
and Dutch middlemen, char-
tered planes and covert meet-
ings between Khan and Iranian
and Libyan scientists.

If the government account
is true, Khan and the middle-
men carried out one of the
most complex schemes ever to
evade international efforts to
control nuclear weapons.

In a telephone interview
yesterday, Zahid Malik, Khan’s
official biographer, said he had
not spoken to the scientist for
10 days. Government officials
ordered him on Sunday night to
stop publicly commenting on
the case, he said.

Those who questioned the
government’s account said
today they were sceptical that
Khan had acted without the ap-
proval of the country’s power-
ful military leadership. Some
suggested that Khan had
agreed to confess to a version of
events that put the army in a
good light in exchange for a
promise that the military-dom-
inated government would not
prosecute him.

On Sunday, the government
also altered its descriptions of
what motivated those who they
said might have exported nu-
clear technology. Ten days ago,
General Musharraf said “some
individuals” had sold nuclear
technology for personal gain.
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Top Pak nuclear
sment1stsﬁckegl

IMTIAZ GUL

Islamabad, Jan. 31: Abdul
Qadeer Khan, known as the “fa-
ther of the country’s nuclear
bomb” was today removed from
his post as adviser to the govern-
ment on nuclear affairs, a gov-
ernment official said.

“In the background of the in-
vestigations into alleged acts of
nuclear proliferation by a few in-
dividuals and to facilitate those
in investigations in a free and ob-
jective manner, Dr Khan, special
adviser to the Prime Minister on
strategic programme has ceased
to hold the office,” said the an-
nouncement issued after a
lengthy meeting of the Nuclear
Command Authority (NCA)
headed by President Pervez
Musharraf.

Musharraf had convened the
meeting — attended by Prime
Minister Mir Zafrullah Jamali,
services’ chiefs and key federal
ministers — to put at rest an
issue that seemed to have gal-
vanised the people of Pakistan
since November last year.

Khan had founded the Kahut-
ta Research Laboratories (KRL)
in 1976 and headed the clandes-
tine uranium enrichment facili-
ty located 25 km east of Islam-
abad until 2001 when Musharraf
appointed him as his adviser on
nuclear affairs.

Born in 1936 at Bhopal, Khan
has been in the eye of the storm
since the US began vigorously
pursuing its nuclear non-prolif-
eration agenda, particularly
after Pakistan conducted six nu-
clear tests in May 1998 in re-
sponse to five by India in the

Abdul Qadeer Khan

same month.

Khan spent several years in
western Europe, including Ger-
many and Holland, studying nu-
clear physics and metallurgical
sciences before returning to Pak-
istan to lead an ambitious nu-
clear programme in the mid Sev-
enties.

The project toock off soon
after India exploded its first nu-
clear device in 1974. Pakistan’s
close contacts with militant
Arab states such as Libya gave
rise to suspicions that Khan was
working on an Islamic nuclear
bomb. He was formally charged
by the Dutch government of
having misappropriated classi-
fied information when he was a
student at Delft University.

The court eventually ab-
solved him of the charges in 1989
after sXme of his former profes-

sors in Holland Germ;y and
Britain testified in his favour, de-
claring that the information
gathered by Khan was general
reference material and not clas-
sified.

The soft-spoken metallurgist
and some scientists of the KRL
again came under sharp focus
after the Tehran government
disclosed to the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
sources of supplies for its nu-
clear programme, which also in-
cluded some Pakistan names.

The authorities in Pakistan
began debriefings in November
when they first picked up Mo-
hammad Farooq, Khan's right-
hand man, who had served as the
procurement director at KRL.

This led to the arrests of two
dozen scientists and officials
who were then interrogated
which the officials called de-
briefings. Most of the detainees
had been released but Khan's
five trusted aides are still being
debriefed.

The NCA reiterated Pak-
istan’s strong resolve and com-
mitment in adherence to inter-
national agreements of non-pro-
liferation. “It was emphasised
that Pakistan’s nuclear capabili-
ty was solely for purpose of de-
terrence of aggression against
Pakistan,” said the official state-
ment.

The meeting observed that
Pakistan took its international
obligations with the utmost seri-
ousness and in this regard the
government “condemns and dis-
tances itself in categorical
terms from individual acts of in-
discretion in the past”.
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"Pervez hints at nuke
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Davos (Switzeyland), Jan. 23
(Reuters). Pakistani President
Pervez Musharraf said today it
appeared Pakistani scientists
had sold nuclear secrets abroad,
but reiterated Islamabad's posi-
tion that there had been no offi-
cial involvement.

Pakistan says it began ques-
tioning its nuclear scientists, in-
cluding the father of its atomic
bomb, Abdul Qadeer Khan, after
the UN nuclear agency began in-
vestigating possible links be-
tween the Pakistani and Iranian
nuclear programmes.

Musharraf told CNN while
attending the World Economic
Forum in Davos, Switzerland,
that the investigation, launched
in November, would be finished
in “a few weeks”. Asked the like-
ly outcome, he replied: “Well, I
would not like to predict, but it
appears that some individuals,
as I said, were involved for per-
sonal financial gain.”

Musharraf went further
than past statements from his
government that individual sci-
entists “may” have transferred
nuclear technology to neigh-
bouring Iran. He said similar al-
legations had been made against
European individuals and coun-
tries, “So it is not Pakistan
alone”. And he stressed: “There
is no such evidence that any gov-
ernment personality or military
personality was involved in this
atall”

Asked about reports that
Pakistani scientists had also
transferred technology to Libya
and North Korea, he replied:

“I am not denying anything
because we are investigating; we
have sent teams to Libya, we
have sent teams to Iran and we
are in contact with the IAEA (the
UN’s International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency). We are collecting all
the data...”

He vowed “stern action”
against violators: “There is noth-
ingthat we want to hide, we want
to be very up and clear about it
that we will move against any-

transfer to Iran

Ifza Haq, daughter of detained aide to nuclear scientist Abdul
Qadeer Khan, Islam ul-Hag, cries outside the Rawalpindi High
Court. The Lahore High Court has asked the government to
inform it of the whereabouts of the detained scientists and
officials in two weeks. (AFP)

body who proliferated,” he said.

Pakistan would move against
any violator “because they are
enemies of the state”, he said.

The US suspects Iran of seek-
ing to build a nuclear bomb
under cover of an atomic energy
programme Tehran insists is
purely peaceful. Nuclear pro-
grammes in Iran, North Korea
and Libya have all intensified
western concern that one or
more of the countries could join
the “nuclear club”, although
Libya announced late last year it
would cooperate with the US and
Britain in dismantling its
Weapons programimes.

IAEA chief Mohamed El Ba-
radei was asked in Davos yester-
day about reports that nuclear
know-how and technology may
have reached Iran or Libya from
Pakistan and replied: “I think

what we know is that there have
been individuals involved. I do
not want to jump to conclusions
and say a government is in-
volved.”

Two Dutch ministers said on
Monday there were “indica-
tions” North Korea and Libya
may have acquired potentially
arms-related nuclear technology
developed by British-Dutch-Ger-
man consortium Urenco that
Pakistan and Iran are known to
possess. Western diplomats have
said Pakistani individuals may
have helped both Tripoli and Py-
ongyang obtain the technology,
in addition to Tehran.Abdul
Qadeer Khan worked for Urenco
in the 1970s. After his return to
Pakistan in the 1980s was sen-
tenced in absentia by an Amster-
dam court to four years’ jail for
espionage.

l
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Probe trail leads
10 Iran leya

Islama ad Jan 22 (AFP): Pak-
istani investigators travelled to
Iran and Libya late last year to
investigate allegations that Pak-
istani scientists sold nuclear se-
crets to the so-called “rogue
states,” a minister said today.

The trip preceded the current
probe into 12 top nuclear scien-
tists, engineers and administra-
tors, including the revered “fa-
ther” of Pakistan’s nuclear
bomb Abdul Qadeer Khan.

The inquiry trip was prompt-
ed by a letter in November from
the UN’s nuclear watchdog, the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), information
minister Sheikh Rashid said.

“After the IAEA inquiries
they wanted to get some infor-
mation about some people,”
Rashid said of the Pakistani
team. He said he did not know
who was in the team or how
large it was.

“They wanted to check how
much involved (the scientists
and engineers) were and

Whether they were involved or
not.” Asked what they were al-
leged to be involved in, he said:
“Something like information
leakage”.

Sheer lies: Beg

Dismissing as “sheer lies” alle-
gations that he tried to persuade
the Nawaz Sharif government to
sell nuclear technology to Iran,
Pakistan’s former army chief
General Aslam Beg has criti-
cised President Pervez Mushar-
raf for ordering the interroga-
tion of the country’s nuclear sci-
entists.

“I am not an idiot to carry
such a message,” he was quoted
as saying by the Dawn today.
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Pressured
Pak detains
N-scientist ..~
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HTC and Agencies \O\\(
London/Islamabad, Jan 18

PAKISTAN ON Saturday de-
tained a Khan Research Labora-
tories official for questioning as
the West was flooded with re-
ports that the clandestine nu-
clear weapons programmes of
Iran, Libya and North Korea
were fuelled by the KZhuta lab in
north Pakistan.

Though Pakistan has denied
such a deal, it has been investi-
gating the allegations. The de-
tention of Islam-ul Hagq, princi-
pal staff officer for the father of
Pakistan’s nuclear programme,
Abdul Qadeer Khan, is seen as
part of the probe. Also, Hag’s de-
tention comes amid mounting
pressure on Pakistan to clamp
down on Khan.

A special report in a London
newspaper said intelligence re-
ports revealed that Islamabad had
struck a deal through the Kahuta
laboratory that swapped Pak-
istani nuclear centrifuge technol-
ogy for North Korean long-range
missile.

As the report reiterated that
Khan stole secret blueprints for
two types of uranium enrich-
ment centrifuges while working
at Urenco, an Anglo-Dutch-Ger-
man nuclear engineering con-
sortium. With the help of the
Chinese, he then went on to se-
cretly develop atomic bomb.

In the course of such damaging
development, came the news from
Haq’s wife, Nilofar Islam, that her
husband was dining with Khan at
his home on Saturday when two
uniformed men told him that he
was wanted for questioning.
Khan gave her the news after the
officers left with Haq.

“We have had no contact with
him,” Nilofar said. “We don’t
know where he is and what he is
being asked.” Pakistan has also
rounded up some other nuclear
scientists in recent weeks.
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NUCLEAR ISSUE / STRESS ON RECIPROCITY

| m)rth Korea offers to halt tests,
" production of fissile material

\ By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPQRE, JAN. 6. The Democratic-People’s
Republic of Korea (DPRK) today an-
nounced a “bold concession” to the United
States in the battle of diplomatic attrition
between the two ahead of a possible sec-
ond round of multilateral talks on ways to
‘de-nuclearise’ the Korean peninsula. As
monitored in Seoul, Pyongyang’s official
news agency said: “The DPRK is set to re-
frain from testing and production of nucle-
ar weapons and even (to) stop operating
(the) nuclear power industry (which is)
used for peaceful purposes”. These offers,
according to North Korea, could constitute
the “first-phase measures of (a) package so-
lution”.

The U.S. earlier demanded that the
DPRK renounce its suspected 'nuclear-
weapons ‘programme’ and other weapons
of mass destruction in a fashion that would
mark a complete, irreversible and verifiable

‘de-nucley}ion' of Pyongyang’s weap-

THE HINDU

ons-capable facilities. The DPRK said that
“this cannot but be one more bold conces-
sion” to the U.S. The offer punctuates the
diplomatic activity following the move by a
non-official American delegation to visit
Pyongyang this week and also, if possible,
the Yongbyon nuclear facilities. The char-
acterisation of the offer as “bold conces-
sion” is being viewed in the Asia Pacific
diplomatic circles as a transparent remind-
er of Pyongyang’s earlier stand.

This was that Pyongyang would be will-
ing to give up its nuclear-weapons ‘capa-
bilities’ if the U.S. were to offer a credible
pledge to respect its viability as a secure
state. Pyongyang's strategic bottom line is
that the U.S. and the DPRK should address
each other’s concerns in a reciprocal fash-
ion. This idea is now being described in the
offer as a “package solution”.

The major diplomatic nuance is that the
DPRK has now spoken about its willingness
to take the “first-phase measures”. But the
principle of simultaneous steps has not

07 JAN 2004

been given up. However, the DPRK has spo-
ken, for the first time, about giving up its
nuclear-energy production even for peace-
ful purposes.

While many Western strategic experts in-
sist that the U.S. should cajole or coerce
North Korea to remove its “hand from the
nuclear cookie jar’, the DPRK today re-
minded the U.S. that no deals could be done
if it persisted in asking Pyongyang to ‘de-
nuclearise’ its capabilities first and without
any reciprocal gestures.

The DPRK’s state agency said: “Such a
persistent stand by the U.S. will destroy the
foundation of the dialogue (under the six-
party talks) and cast a dark shadow on the
prospect for (resuming) talks”. The multi-
lateral parleys, which China is seeking to ;
re-convene, include the U.S. and the DPRK,
besides Japan, South Korea and Russia.
Washington’s official stand “shows the U.S.
is only keen on disarming the DPRK after |
forcing it to scrap its nuclear programme”’, |

the statement said. l

e



_/ Ll,bya drops a

gleal with nuclear proliferation, the Wo
needs to go beyond ad hoc resporise§

VIDENCE has been mounting
of the mushrooming of nuclear
proliferation to North Korea, Iran,
Iraq earlier, and now Libya since the
eighties, with some intelligence re-
ports indicating its continuation even

-now. Then there were the suspicions

of Saudi Arabia’s acquisition of long-
range nuclear-capable ballistic missiles
from China in 1987, and the recent
hobnobbing of the Saudi leadership

- with nuclear establishment in Pak-
* istan. The nuclear proliferation road
-+ to each and all these eountries seems

‘.

to originate in Islamabad/ Kahuta. .

Muammar Gaddafi’s son, who nego-

" tiated Libya’s renunciation of its clan-

destine nuclear weapons programme,
has left the world in no doubt that

* Libya acquired its bomb technology
and material from Pakistan.

Given its role in promoting jihadi
terrorism and nuclear proliferation, it
may be easy to conclude that nothing

" better could be expected from Pakist-

an. But the rationale for Pakistan to

" indulge in such proliferation goes be-

yondmere financial benefit or religion-
driven motivations, although they cer-

" tainly played a role. Two questions

would need to be addressed for the fu-

'.f.mbshell

ture. First, what should, or

done about Pakistan? There argsuffi-
cient indications that the US afid the
international community would notbe

willing or able to apply any pressure for
it to change its grand strategy in any
meaningful way. Second, how should
the world address the larger question
of non-proliferation dangers?

The non-proliferation philosophy
has been constructed so far on the
principle of denial and ad hoc mea-
sures. These have their utility in delay-
ing proliferation, but -as the current
mushrooming shows, they have pro-
ved inadequate in stopping the phe-
nomenon. The denial regimes would
work even less as the developing coun-

tries move up the technology develop- |

ment ladder. This is why the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency head
says that the existing system has rup-
tured. What is urgently needed is to
work out a durable regime that goes
beyond the current denial philosophy
to a durable balance between non-
proliferation and disarmament. This is
particularly important if the peaceful
uses of nuclear technology are to be

. harnessed for development in 1-
oping countries.

INDIAN EXPRESS g g JAN 2004
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New rk The Pak1stan1 leaders
who denied for years that scien-
tists at the country’s secret A. Q.
Khan Research Laboratories were
peddling advanced nuclear tech-
nology must have been averting
their eyes from a most conspicuous
piece of evidence: the laboratory’s
own sales brochure, quietly circu-
lated to aspiring nuclear weapons
states and a network of nuclear
middlemen around the world.

The cover bears an official-look-

Pakistan” and a photograph of the
father of the Pakistani bomb, Ab-
dul Qadeer Khan. It promotes com-
ponents that were spinoffs from
| Pakistan’s three-decade-long proj-
ect to build a nu

enriched urani-

tors unravel the mysteries of the
North Korean, Iranian and now
the Libyan nuclear projects, Pak-
istan and those it empowered with
knowledge and technology they
are now selling on their own has
emerged as the intellectual and

hidden nuclear proliferators.

That network is global, stretch-
ing from Germany to Dubai and
from China to South Asia, and in-
volves many middlemen and sup-
pliers. But what is striking about a
string of recent disclosures, ex-
perts say, is how many roads ap-
pear ultimately to lead back to the
Khan , Research Laboratories in
Kahuta, where Pakistan’s own
bomb was developed.

In 2002, the US was surprised to
discover how North Korea had
turned to the Khan laboratory for
an alternative way to manufacture
nuclear fuel, after the reactors and
reprocessing facilities it had re-
lied on for years were “frozen” un-
der a now shattered agreement
with the Clinton administration.
Last year, international inspectors
and Western intelligence agencies
were surprised again, this time by
the central role Pakistan nlaved in

THE TIMES OF INDIA

‘Pakistan 1s
clandestine

ing seal that says “Government of

clear stockpile of In 2002, the US was
um, set ina draw- surprised to discover how

trading hub of a loose network of

ub of
-trade’

e initial technology that enabled

o Iran to pursue a secret uranium

enrichment program for 18 years.

The sources of Libya’s enrich-
ment programme are still under
investigation, but those who have
had an early glance say they see
“interconnections” with both Pak-
istan and Iran’s programmes and
Libyan financial support for the
Pakistani programme that stretch-
es back three decades.

Until two weeks ago, Pakistani
officials had long denied that any
nuclear technology was trans-
ferred from their laboratories. But
now that story has begun to
change, after the Pakistani au-
thorities, under pressure, began
interrogating scientists from the
laboratory about their assistance
to other nuclear aspirants. Two
weeks ago, Dr
Khan himself
was called in for
what appears to

Sniking resern. North Korea had turned to  (50° 20 2 I
Eéirﬁfi foa mush- the Khan laboratory for an ;ﬁgs(t’féﬁilnlfg sive,

In other na- alternative way to Responding to
ons, 2 s manufacture nucear fuel, [0 Yo
oo has o, after the reactorsand e, Pkian bas
ways played by I’eprocessing facﬂities had that he aided
fsgunniles, . been frozen somic hopetuls

and European officials note that in
the 1980’s he repeatedly denied
that Pakistan was at work on an
atomic bomb, which it finally test-
ed in 1998.

While American intelligence of-
ficials have gathered details on the
activities of the creator of the
Pakistani bomb and his compatri-
ots for decades, four successive
American presidents have dealt
with the issue extremely delicate-
ly, turning modest sanctions
against Pakistan on and off,
for fear of destabilising the
country when it was needed to
counter the Soviets in the 1980’s,
much as it is needed to battle ter-
rorism today.

When President Bush talks
about the horrors that could un-
fold if a nuclear weapon fell into
the hands of terrorists, it is Pak-
istan’s combustible mix of expert-
ise, components, fuel and fully as-
sembled weapons that springs to
the minds of American and
European intelligence experts.
In public, the White House says
it has received “assurances”
from Pakistan that if there
ever were nuclear exports they are
finished. Nyt News Senvice
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