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Khwaja Jamal
Muzaffarpur, December 25

THE JURY is still out on rail-
ways minister Lalu Prasad Ya-
dav. On Saturday, poll-time char-
ity in Bihar sucked in yet anoth-
er high-level campaigner — NDA
convener George Fernandes.

The authorities have lodged
an FIR against him and other JD-
U functionaries with the Ahiya-
pur police station, for allegedly
violating the model code of con-
duct. The case was registered
under Sections 170,171(b) of the
IPC.

Fernandes landed in trouble
when JD(U) leaders — including
district party chief Rajeshwar
Sah, Vijaya.Singh and Vinod
Choudhary — doled out cash to a
woman at SKMC hospital here in
his presence. The woman, Sunita
Devi, had recently attempted sui-
cide along with her two children
by jumping into a river . The fami-
Iy had gone without food for days.

Fernandes, however, denied
that he had given money. "It's a
baseless allegation. I've not given
money to anybody," he said in
Chapra. When asked whether he
would clarify his stand before
the EC, he said: "I will neither
meet the EC nor clarify any-
thing."

Last week, the RJD chief was
caught on camera distributing
cash to villagers near Patna. The
EC had sent an official to Patna
to inquire into allegations of
largescale misuse of official ma-
chinery to prepare for the De-

. Caught red-handed?
] T

| Fernandes faces FIR as cash
was given to a woman in his
presence

# Legal experts say Fernandes
himself did not give money, so
cannot be charged

# FIR was lodged by district
authorities, but EC has yet to
comment on it

MEC is likely to launch its probe
before initiating action

cember 23 RJD rally, which was
eventually called off.

Sources said Fernandes, who
represents Muzaffarpur in the
Lok Sabha, visited the hospital
after pressure from local lead-
ers, including Sah. He spent 15
minutes there and was with Sah,
Singh and Choudhary.

Sah allegedly gave five 100-ru-
pee notes to Devi. Singh and
Choudhary, too, opened their
wallets in Fernandes’ presence
and gave Rs 1000 each, sources
said. Following a tip-off, the DM
rushed to the hospital. He told
HT that he had recovered a Rs 500
note from Sunita Devi.
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7% CASHING N4

ow politicians thrive on a votes-for-cash
H strategy is one of the worst kept secrets of
Indian democracy. But only someone like
Mr Laloo Prasad Yadav can brazenly pretend that
there is nothing wrong about it. There is a sinister
disregard for all norms and codes of public con-
duct in his seemingly ridiculous reaction to the
Election Commission’s charge against him. Faced
with apparently irrefutable evidence, he could not
deny that he had distributed money to some peo-
ple even after the schedule for the assembly elec-
tions in Bihar had been announced. What he did
was even more offensive — he sought to defend his
action in the name of the people. It may be tempt-
ing to laugh at his attempted self-defence, but it is
no laughing matter. The plea that he had distrib-
uted the money to people who had wanted him to
“greet them with sweets for becoming the railway
minister” is too facetious to be taken seriously.
But Mr Yadav’s cynicism brings into focus a
deeper malaise in the electoral system. It is not
that politicians do not know what actions of
theirs or those of their parties constitute a viola-
tion of the EC’s rules. It is their open manipula-
tion of the popular will and their shameless sub-
version of the law that threaten Indian democra-
¢y. Mr Yadav knew that he had violated the rules,
but he obviously thought that he would not be
held accountable for doingso. AP~ (on
Unfortunately, years of lukewarm responses
by the EC to such abuses emboldened the po-
liticians. They became reckless in their use of
money, muscle power and other unfair methods
because they feared no punishment. The EC’s ac-
tion against Mr Yadav and his Rashtriya Janata
Dal reflects anew anxiety to clean up electoral pol-
itics. In fact, the party faces a truly difficult test.
While the EC has sometimes taken individuals or
parties to task for indulging in unfair electoral
practices, it has never before threatened to de-rec-
ognize a party on such charges. This should be a
warning to all politicians and parties who rou-
tinely violate the poll codes. This is a lesson also
for the parties which have their own reasons to
gloat over Mr Yadav’s discomfiture. Irrespective
of whether the RJD eventually loses its recogni-
tion or not, the EC must use the opportunity to dis-
cipline the parties. The episode must have come
as amajor embarrassment for the United Progres-
sive Alliance and also for the Congress, which is
the RJD’s electoral ally in Bihar. The Bharatiya
Janata Party and its allies in the National Democ-
ratic Alliance would naturally see an opportunity
in it. But the larger interests of democracy and of
a healthy political process demand that the par-
ties help the EC’s clean-up drive. Buying or selling
votes is an insult to the people whom the politi-
cians claim to represent. Politicians have played

the dangerous game for far too long. //
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CBI registers bribery cases
against Laxman, .gggtly

BJP slams decision, tehelka hopes for transparency

Agencies
New Delhi, December 6

Three years after the tehelka news-

rtal’s sting operation caught them

n spy cameras, the CBI today regis-

tered bribery cases against former

BJP president Bangaru Laxman and

former Samata Party president Jaya
Jaitly.

After scrutinising the available evi-
dence handed over by the Centre after
the scrapping of the Phukan Com-
mission of Inquiry on October 4, the
CBI has booked Laxman, seen accept-
ing wads of currency notes, and two
of his personal staff — Uma Mahesh-
wari Raju and Satyamurthy — under
Section 120-B of the Indian Penal
Code (conspiracy) and Sections 7 and
9of the Prevention of Corruption Act.

Later, it was known he had received
Rs 100,000 from a tehelka reporter pos-
ing as a person representing an arms
dealer. While Section 7 of the PCA
refers to a “public servant taking grat-
ification other than legal remunera-
tion in respect of an official act”, Sec-
tion 9 refers to “taking gratification
for exercise of  personal influence
with a public servant.”

The BJP termed as “condemnable”
the registration of bribery cases and
said it was a “continuation of a politi-
cally motivated act by the govern-
ment”. This is a continuation of a po-
litically motivated act by the Centre.
They wound up a judicial commission
headed by a retired Supreme Court
judge, which was on the verge of sub-
mitting its final report and, instead,
preferred an executive police agency”,
party general secretary Arun Jaitley
said. “Such motivated acts are con-
demnable, but one can’t expect better
from this government”, he said.

Senior editor of tehelka Anirudh
Bahal expressed the hope that though
the move was delayed by nearly three
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Jaya Jaitly
Bangaru Laxman

years, things could now move in a
more transparent and effective man-
ner. “We hope this delayed justice will
not end up merely as a political stunt,
but will ensure that the defence deals
have more transparency”, he added.
The cases were filed before the des-
ignated court here after the Prosecu-

tion Division of the CBI had weighed
all the evidence, including the tapes of
tehelka that purportedly showed
politicians accepting bribes and other
gratification. A huge political contro-
versy broke out after the tapes were
made public on March 13, 2001, lead-
ing to the sacking of Laxman and res-
ignation of then defence minister
George Fernandes, who was, however,
reinstated even before the Phukan
Commission of Inquiry gave its inter-
im report. Jaitly was caught talking to
the arms dealer at the official resi-
dence of Fernandes.

Jaitly, who was then president of
the Samata Party, has been booked by
the CBI along with former Major-Gen-
eral S.P Murgai, Surendra Surekha (a
Kanpur-based industrialist) and
Gopal Pajiwal (a Rajasthan-based
Samata Party leader) under Section
120-B and Section 9 of the Prevention
of Corruption Act, they said. The for-
mer Samata Party president was
shown on the tapes as having said to
the representatives of fictitious com-
pany Westend International that she
would influence “saab”. The CBI, in
its FIR, alleged she was trying to in-
fluence top officials of the Defence
Ministry to get the fictitious company
enrolled in some defence deals. The
CBI also booked all the four under
Section 120-B of the IPC.

Three cases were registered sepa-
rately agairnst three suspended de-
fence ministry officials, including
H.C. Pant (deputy director), Nagendra
Singh (assistant financial adviser)
and P, Sasi (an assistant). All the three
were booked under Sections 7, 9 and
13 (ii) (criminal misconduct), besides
Section 120-B, the sources said. Some
defence ministry documents indicat-
ed involvement of more army offi-
cials, but a case was not registered

against them as they were already fac-
ing court martial proceedings. /
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SALT LAKE LARGESSE BY FORMER CHIEF'MINISTER UNDER SUPREME COURT SCANNER

Basu’s land allotment to judge quashe

Our Legal Corrasponﬁent

NEW DELHI, Nov. 19. — The
Supreme  Court  (coram,
Variava, Sema, JJ) today
quashed a specific order of the
former West Bengal chief min-
ister, Mr Jyoti Basu, allotting
land at Salt Lake City to the
former Calcutta High Court
judge, Mr BP Banerjee.

The Supreme Court had ear-
lier decided to keep out of con-
sideration of the proceedings
the question of abuse of power
by the former chief minister
while making a tranche of land
allotments in Salt Lake from
what has been termed a discre-

tionary quota due to the “long -

lapse in time”. Today’s judg-
ment was thus restricted to only
the judicial aspect of the allot-
ments on whether there was any
abuse of the judicial process to
achieve personal gains.

The Supreme Court accord-
ingly dismissed a petition chal-
lenging a bunch of the allot-
ments, but added: “We clarify
that the dismissal of the writ
petition against other respon-
dents should not be misunder-
stood as approval of the policy
decision of the government

w1th regard to the a lotment of
land by the chief minister from
his discretionary quota,” the
court observed.

Among those named in the
petition were the current chief
minister, Mr Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee, and state finance
minister Mr Asim Dasgupta.
But the court came down heav-
ily on the judge and quashed
the allotment made to him.
“The plot shall stand vested
with the government,” the
court said. The judge had heard
a PIL relating to conversion of
forest land into non-forest land
in Salt Lake City and issued a
blanket order staying all land

allotments there. Mr Banerjee -

later lifted it partially, at the
intervention of the Advocate
General, to permit the state
chief minister to make such
allotments under his discre-
tionary quota so that the judge
could become the first allottee
of the next round of allotments.

“The facts speak volumes...
that the learned judge has mis-
used his judicial function as liv-
eries to obtain personal interest
is clearly discernible... There is
undoubtedly an unholy nexus in
between the passing of the judi-

cial order and granting the
order of allotment, it said.
“With due respect to the judge,

Justice BP Banerjee, he has
misused his divine judicial duty

“WIth due respect to
, Justice BP
e has misused
hld divine judicial duty as
liveries to accompllsh
his personal ends.”

court said

personal ends. He has betrayed
the trust of the people,” the

as liveries to accomplish his

rejecting Mr

Baneqee s prayer that &4/

were a mere coincidence.

“The matter could have been
different if the learned judge
had got allotment from the
chief minister’s quota sim-
pliciter like any other citizen.”
The court directed the retired
judge to hand over “vacant and
peaceful possession” of the plot
of land and the bungalow con-
structed thereon (in lieu of the
market value) to the state gov-
ernment.

The court gave various
options to the state government
to follow up its orders. The gov-
ernment could appoint a valuer
and offer the construction price
of the building to Mr Banerjee
and take over the building with-
in one year, provided the
judge’s family gave an under-
taking within eight weeks to
hand it over. Or give him the
market price of the building
after auctioning both and sell it
off to the highest bidder. And
the judge should vacate it with-
in one week after receipt of the
amount.

It directed the state chief sec-
retary to submit a report of
compliance with its orders with-
in six months.

Quota row: Petitioners’ perseverance pays
. AG imparts Basu spin to SC order

Nov. 19. — First, the information that
shows how a judge passed an order to
ensure allotment of a prime Salt Lake
land in his favour and the chief minis-
ter and Left stalwart who made this
allotment to the judge. From the

mouths of the petitioners in the case .

themselves — Mr Dipak Ghosh, for-
mer IAS officer and Trinamul MLA,
Mr Tarak Singh, former Congress
councillor (from Delhi) and his lawyer
Mr Arunava Ghosh, Trinamul MLA.
This is what they told The Statesman
in an exclusive interview on Friday:
“Following a case filed by Salt Lake
Welfare Association, Mr Bhagabati
Prasad Banerjee, the then Calcutta
-~ High Court judge, passed an order of
injunction, disallowing allotment of
lands in Salt Lake by the state govern-
ment till the disposal of the case. The

Association had filed the case on the

ground that lands were being allotted
in Salt Lake by the Marxist
government in violation of Salt Lake’s
master plan.

“After hearing out the petitioners,
Mr Banerjee passed the injunction
order on 8 June, 1987. And then came
the sudden turn of events. Three days
after the injunction order was passed,
the then Advocate General of West
Bengal appeared in court and made an
oral submission that only the chief
minister be allowed to allot lands in
Salt Lake from his discretionary
quota. Interestingly, the very concept

2 0 NOV 2004

KOLKATA Nov. 19. — All allotment
of plots except for the one for Mr
Justice BP Banerjee have been
‘held “valid” by the Supreme Court
in today’s judgment, Mr Balai Roy,
state Advocate General said today.
This, despite the Supreme Court-
taking the significant step of
insisting upon issuing a
“clarification” in itg judgment stating
that the only reason why the case

- against the othersg was being
dismissed was due to the “lapse of
time” and emphasising that “the
dismissal of the' writ petition against
other respondents should not be
misunderstood as approval of the
policy decision of the government

of a chief minister’s ‘quota’ didn’t exist

when the submission was made.
“Immediately, that is on 11 June,

1987, Mr Banerjee vacated the injunc-

.tion and passed an order allowing the

then chief minister Mr Jyoti Basu to
allot lands in Salt Lake. And the first
thing Mr Basu did was to allot prime
land to the judge in October 1987,
based on the application for land he
had made to the government before
the case came up for hearing,.

“After 1987, Mr Basu allotted Salt
Lake lands to those close to him
including politicians, bureaucrats,
police brass and even his brother-in-

THE STATESMAN

with regard to the ailotment of land
by the chief minister from his
discretionary quota.”

Well, that was the Supreme
Court. Here’s what Mr Jyoti Basu
had to say: “Justice Banerjee will
have to give up the land to the
state government... (but) we have
otherwise won the case.” Mr Basu
— who holds no official position in
the Buddhadeb administration —
refused to elaborate and insisted
that “the AG will talk to the press in
-this regard”

« The AG did precisely that: “On 17
October, 1987 Mr Justice Banerjee
was allotted this plot... the Supreme
Court judgment has to be followed.

law. Interestingly, Mr Basu’s brother-
in-law, Subimal Bose, is no more and

" Mr Jyoti Basu’s son has built a palatial

building on that plot. Over the next
few years, Mr Basu made 294 land
allotments from his so-called discre-
tionary quota and there was little
opposition to his actions. Indeed, prior
to the Basu episode, a committee com-
prising CPI-M ministers and leaders
had reportedly made as over 2000 land
allotments of Salt Lake lands at will in
the mid-1980s.

“Prominent among those allotted
land, or beneficiaries of Mr Jyoti
Basu’s largesse, were Ms Indrani Sur,

4R°y

But there is soope for filing a review
application before the same Bench
of the Supreme Court,” said Mr

Mr Arunava Ghosh, the lawyer
who fought the case against the
state government in Calcutta High
Court appeared horrified at the .
reaction of the state AG and Mr
Basu.

“Let the Advocate General
produce evidence in this regard”
The AG did add, however, that it

-may be “difficult to file a review

application by showing new
grounds that might justify such a
review” — SNS

More reports on page 7

daughter of CPI-M leader and former
minister Mr Prasanta Sur, Mr Somen
Mitra, former PCC chief who has
transferred his plot to his brother, Ms
Ruby Noor, Congress MLA and sister
of Mr ABA Ghani Khan Choudhury,
Mr Bhaktipada Das, son-in-law of late
Forward Bloc minister Bhaktibhushan
Mondal, Mr Suranjan Das, pro-vice
chancellor of Calcutta University and
son-in-law of former state Attorney
General Mr NN Gooptu, West Bengal
state higher education minister Mr
Satyasadhan  Chakraborty, @ Mr
Joykrishna Ghosh’s (Mr Basu’s confi-
dential assistant’s) wife.”

Matters resurfaced in 1997 — exact-
ly 10 years after Mr Banerjee was
allotted land by Mr Jyoti Basu.
Emboldened by a Supreme Court
judgment against Mr Satish Sharma
and Mrs Sheila Kaul for their discre-
tionary allotments of petrol pumps
and shops, Mr Arunava Ghosh, Mr
Tarak Singh and Mr Dipak Ghosh put
their heads together and filed a case in
Calcutta High Court. Mr Arunava
Ghosh appeared in court on behalf of
Mr Singh and demanded that, like Mr
Sharma and Mrs Kaul, Mr Jyot1 Basu
be directed to pay a substantial
amount as damages for the “illegal”
allotments he had made in Salt Lake.
Mr Justice Pinaki Ghosh gave a judg-
ment that clearly stated that such
allotments had not been made in
accordance with guidelines and that if
any chief ministerial quota exists, it
should be advertised. However, on Mr
Ghosh’s demand that Mr Jyoti Basu
be punished by the court, the judge
ruled that it wouldn’t be possible with-
out dealing with the 294 cases.

Subsequently, Mr Tarak Singh
moved the Supreme Court and Mr
Dipak Ghosh filed another case in this
regard under Article 32 of the Indian
Constitution. Apparently sensing trou-
ble, Mr Bhagabati Prasad Banerjee,
added himself as a party to the Supr-
eme Court case suo motu. And now
the retired judge faces evietion. Adds
Mr Tarak Singh: “Mr Banerjee has
been punished for his judicial-ethical
lapse. Mr Jyoti Basu should be pun-

ished for his admlmstratWW

. - -l -
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-+~ ,CBI lists"Mayawati’s assets

NEW DELHI, Oct. 25. —
The CBI today gave a long
list of disproportionate
assets allegedly belonging
to former Uttar Pradesh
chief minister Miss Maya-
wati and others, but said it
has “so far” found no link
of this wealth to the Rs
175 crore Taj Heritage
Corridor (THC) scam.
Looking into the long
list of the assets and the
declared income of the
accused in the THC scam,

a Bench comprising Ms
Justice Ruma Pal, Mr
ustice SB Sinha and Mr
Justice SH Kapadia was
visibly surprised and ask-
ed: “For all these years the
Income Tax department
has been accepting these
declarations! No questions
were asked!”

The list submitted by
Solicitor General Mr GE
Vahanvati ran into more
than five pages of which
two pages each were on
disproportionate  assets
and unaccounted money.
However, on a pointed

question from the Bench,
the SG was quick to add
that the CBI has, so far,
not found any link of the
unaccounted wealth with
the THC scam.

The CBI was submitting
status reports periodically
before the Bench on the
investigation carried out
by it as the court had on
18 September last year
directed registration of a
case against the then
Uttar Pradesh chief min-
ister Miss Mayawati and
five others to verify their
assets in connection with

7QnA
l"(/«,

the THC scam.

On the submission that
CBI had not found a link
of the wealth to the scam,
the court ordered that the
CBI was not required any
longer to file status
reports on the probe into
unaccounted wealth and
could independently pur-
sue the case.

However, if at any point
of time, some links bet-
ween the wealth and the
THC scam was found, the
CBI should immediately
report it to the court, the
Bench observed.



St Kitts: “é/hronology ofac

NEW DELHI, Oct 2
the chronology of event in the St Kitts
forgery case in which a i
quitted Chandraswami: 20 August 1989:
A story is published in Kuwait-based Ar-
ab Times alleging that Janata Dal leader
Mr VP Singh was the main beneficiary of
a secret bank account with deposits
amounting to USD 21 million in Carri-
bean Island St Kitts.

22 August 1989: The story is picked up by
Indian media.

26 September 1989: Mr AP Nandey,
deputy director in the enforcement direc-
torate (ED), appointed to probe the
charges.

11 October 1989: Minister of state for fi-
nance Mr Eduardo Faleiro tables the re-
port in Rajya Sabha. Two days later, it is
presented before Lok Sabha.

26 November 1989: Lok Sabha general
elections.

2 December 1989: Mr VP Singh becomes
Prime Minister after Rajiv Gandhi demits
office following his party’s poll debacle.
25 May 1990: CBI registers FIR against
ED director Mr KL Verma, Mr Nandey,
controversial self-styled godman Mr
Chandraswami, his aide Mr KN Agarwal
arms dealer Mr Adnan Kashoggi’s son-

. L Followirig \s 4 in-law Mr Larry J Kolb and First Trust

Corporation Ltd, St Kitts, managing di-
rector Mr George McLean.

10 November 1990: Mr VP Singh govern-
ment falls.

March 1991: CBI joint director Mr NK
Singh investigating the case transferred.
21 June 1991: Mr PV Narasimha Rao be-
comes Prime Minister.

November 1995: Nandey dies.
Till January 1996: No progress in
CBI probe.

13 February 1996: Supreme Court
orders combining of charges %
against Mr Chandraswami in vari-
ous petitions and allegations of Mr
Narasimha Rao’s involvement.

26 September 1996: CBI charge-
sheets Mr Rao, Mr Chandraswami,
Mamaji and former external affairs
minister Mr KK Tewari for criminal
conspiracy to tarnish V P Singh’s
reputation.

9 October, 1996: CBI arrests
Mr Rao at his residence inf§
New Delhi, but releases hi
on bail.

9 May, 2001: Mr VP Singh de
poses.

30 January, 200%: Investigat

heatmg case

Letvy
ing Officér Keshav Mishra, an Addition-

al Superintendent of Police with CBI, de-
poses.
9 August, 2004: Chandraswami tells the
CBI court that V P Singh government
falsely implicated him in the case due to
his proximity with former Prime Minis-
ters Rao and Rajiv Gandhi.
31 August, 2004: Mamaji dies.
30 September, 2004: Special Judge Di-
nesh Dayal fixes Oc-
tober 25 for pro-
nouncing ver-
dict after final
arguments.
25 October,
2004:
Chandras-
wami ac-
quit-
ted.

PTI



OUR CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Oct. 20: A rating
of 146 countries has put India
among the 55 most corrupt na-
tions of the world, with no at-
tempts being made to improve
over the last year.

The Corruption Percep-
tion Index for 2004 released
today by Transparency Inter-
national India reflects the
views of the business commu-
nity, corporates and analysts
around the world. These were
gathered through surveys by
various international organi-
sations.

Finland was the cleanest at
9.7 and Haiti the most corrupt
at 1.5 on a scale of 1 (highly
corrupt) to 10 ¢highly clean)
for the perception of corrup-
tion at the highest levels of
business in the surveyed coun-
tries.

The indices for developing
countries like India, China,
Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Nepal showed corruption af-
fected them in a big way, said
Admiral (retd) R.H. Tahiliani,
the chairman of Transparen-
¢y International India, a non-
profit NGO that studies and
makes recommendations on
corruption.

Clearly, it was the devel-
oped countries that showed re-
duced levels of corruption, he
said after releasing the report
at the India International Cen-
tre here.

India was placed 91st at 2.8
and China 71st with a slightly
better perception index of 3.5.

Pakistan registered higher
levels of corruption at 2.1 and
ranked 132, but was outdone
by Bangladesh, which hit near
bottom at 1.8 and a rank of 145.

The scores showed that

pev
Nica
WE a\3

/Ingla high on
<oraft mdex
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n
MOST CORRUPTY

Haili 146

Nigeria

when it came to cleaning up
the system, China took the ini-
tiative by improving from 3.4
in 2002 to 3.5 this year.

India stayed at 2.8, the
same as last year, but improv-
ing alittle over its 2002 score of
2.7.

Pakistan, however, pro-
gressively slipped in reigning
in corruption, scoring 2.1 com-
pared with 2.5 in 2003 and 2.6
in 2002.

According to Transparen-
cy International India, each
point amounts to millions of
dollars lost in bribery.

For instance, it has esti-
mated that bribery in govern-
ment procurement and related
activities in India costs the
country’s taxpayers $7,000 mil-
lion. The worldwide figure for
money lost in corruption is
$400 billion. ” /

’

/
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0l Scandal, Policy Mistakes Push Vajpayee Regime On Backfoot

SC cancels allotment of 297

petrol pumps made by NDA .

Our Political Bureau

"NEW DELH! 11 OCTOBER

sting out of the NDA's campaign against
the continuance of “tainted” ministers
in the UPA government, the Supreme
Court on Monday advocated the canggljar

I N a development, which could take the

the BJP-led NDA government in the Lok
Sabha polls, she claimed. For the BJP, the
cancellation of the petrol pump permits
couldn’t have come at a more inopportune
time. It is bound to embolden the Centre to
carry forward its plans to re-open some of the
major decisions taken by the previous gov-
ernment. BJP’s campaign against the inclu-

tion of 297 petrol pump
permits allotted during the
Vajpayee regime.

The Congress, which
has been at the receiving
end of a BJP-sponsored
campaign on corruption,
was understandably jubi- 2
lant over the day’s devel-
opment in the Supreme
Court. “We welcome itsor- B
der. It vindicates our stand
as it is a clear example of
total indulgence in corruption by the NDA
government,” Congress spokesperson
Jayanthi Natarajan told reporters here on
Monday afternoon.

It was the result of that corruption and "

lack of governance that led to the ouster of

AND JUSTICE FOR ALL

sion of “tainted” ministers
is also likely to be blunted.
The apex court, which
had in late 2002 set up a
§ two-member committee
to go into the complaints
ofirregularities committed
in the allotment of petrol
pump permits, made pub-
! lic the report submitted by
@l the panel on Monday. The

comimittee,  comprising

S.C. Agrawal, a retired
judge ofthe Supreme Court, and PK. Bahri,
a retired judge of the Delhi High Court, had
on September 29 submitted a detailed 21-
volume report after going through the pro-
cedure adopted by the petroleum ministry
in allocating the petrol pumps.

The goon®™

(4

Watch on Team
Atal’s sell pohcy

QOur Political Bureau

" NEW DELHI 11 OCTOBER

HE UPA government on Monday used the

Jessop case to underline its policy differences
with the Vajpayee government on the disinvest-
ment issue. In a submission before the Supreme
Court, the government said it was in the proces
of reviewing the disinvestment policy pursued b*
the previous government.

Attorney general Milon Banerjee’s submission
to this effect came during the hearing of a petitior
challenging the disinvestment of Kolkata-base«
engineering PSU Jessop & Co, in which the ND /4
government had moved an application seeking
review of the apex court order halting privatisa-
tion of oil PSUs — HPCL and BPCL.

The apex court in the oil PSUs’ case had asked
the Centre at that time to take approval of the
Parliament before selling stake in companies na-

tionalise(}(by statute.

l



'CBI books United Bank chief

| et

NEW DELHI/KOLKATA, Oct. general

11. —The CBI today registered a
case against the chairman-cum-

ing director and the gen-
eral manager of United Bank of
India for demanding Rs 84 lakh
from an industrialist before
ioning a Rs 42-crore loan.

The CBI also booked a retired
chief income-tax commissioner
and another businessman, who
acted as a middieman.

The CMD of UBI, Mr Prakash
Singh, had demanded two per
cent of the loan amount as bribe
for himself and his GM.

The industrialist, MD of Benz

f/‘ Wm/\(u 1D
AuumobilcPvtLtd,Kcrah,had dence to pay
applied forthe loanto the bank’s  The CBI gucst:oned Mr

mMAanager.

The application was routed
through the retired chief 1I-T
commissioncr who said that he
would get it sanctioned and
would take 0.25 per cent of the
loan amount (Rs 10.50 lakh).

He introduced the industrial-
ist to the CMD of UBI and
struck the deal for two per cent
of the loan amount. In the last
week of September, Mr Prakash
Singh got the bank’s board of
directors to sanction the Rs 42-
crore loan. He received Rs 15
lakh and asked the industrialist
to meet him at his Kolkata resi-

CBI conducted raids in
Kolkata, Dethi, Ernakulam and
Chennai and seized documents
relating to the deal.

Also raided were the UBI
office at BBD Bag and Mr
Prakash Singh’s Ballygunge
Circular Road residence. His
home and office chamber were
sealed. Cash and gold were
seized.

Mr Singh was admitted to a
nursing home when he claimed |
that he was unwell.
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AHUKAN COMMISSION SCRAPPED

CBI to

Tehelka tapes

Ty

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Oct. 4. — The UPA gov-
ernment today scrapped the three-year-
old Phukan Commission probing the
Tehelka expose into alleged corruption in
defence deals and asked the CBI to take
over investigation into the tapes.

“The Cabinet Committee on Political
Affairs (CCPA) has decided not to extend
the term of the commission headed by Mr
Justice SN Phukan,” law minister Mr HR
Bhardwaj told a press conference.

Defending the government move, he
said that the “contents of the tapes are
such that only investigations can reveal
the truth. The commission did not enjoy
any investigative powers to probe the cor-
ruption charges. It only enjoyed certain
quasi-judicial powers”.

“The government will hand over evi-
dence, including the tapes available with
the commission, to the CBI. The CBI will
investigate the matter and decide
whether a case exists against anybody or
not. It will report to the government
which will act on it.”

Though “no time limit” has been set , the
government would like the investigating

- agency to deal with it “speedily”.

“The CBI will decide its own course. It
will also go in for a forensic examination of
the tapes though the commission has certi-
fied them as genuine,” he said.

Mr Bhardwaj denied “political mo-
tives” behind the decision. “Every man
who gets caught says the case against him
is politically motivated. How could a pri-
vate person function from a ministerial
bungalow of the then defence minister.
Why did the NDA government not probe
the misuse,” Mr Bhardwaj asked in a
direct reference to Mr George Fernandes
and Mrs Jaya Jaitley.

The government move even took Mr
Justice Phukan by surprise. “I am yet to

-
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IN THE EYE OF THE STORM
Every man who gets caught says
the case against him is politically

motivated. How could a private
person function from the
ministerial bungalow of the
defence minister. Why did the
NDA government not probe the
. misuse?— Mr HR Bhardwaj

TROUBLED HISTORY

24 March, 2001: One-man pane! headed by
Mr Justice K Venkataswami set up to inquire
into the allegations in the tapes

23 March, 2002: Mr Justice Venkataswami
resigns after controversy over the govern-
ment appointing him as head of the Authority
on Advance Ruling on Customs and Excise

4 Aprii, 2003: Government issues notification
naming Mr Justice SN Phukan as panel head
20 April, 2003: Mr Justice Phukan takes over
4 Fab, 2004: The interim report of Mr Justice
Phukan says that there was no “wrongdoing”
in 15 major defence deals, including the
Sukhoi 30 jets and the T 90 tanks, it had
gone into. These included some deals
concluded during Mr Fernandes’ stint

receive the official communication deny-
ing another extension to the commis-
sion,” he said. Tehelka CEO Mr Tarun
Tejpal said: “Only time will tell whether
the probe will be just and fair...”

More reports on page 5
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New Delhi, Oct. 1: Scandals
have begun to blip again on
the political radar with the
Supreme Court asking rail-
way minister Laloo Prasad
Yadav why his bail should not
be cancelled and the govern-
ment casting an eye on the
Tehelka issue.

The Supreme Court has
sent notices to Laloo Prasad as
well as his wife Rabri Devi in
cases related to the fodder
scam and unaccounted assets.

The notices come on a bat-
ch of petitions alleging that
the Union railway minister,
who was at the centre of the
“tainted” ministers controver-
sy that rocked Parliament re-
cently, has been interfering in

THE TELE

“Laloo and Tehelka

11

%’pq (1%
the investigation and trial o “In tw:))deeks, the matter

the cases.

The petitions have been
moved by Laloo Prasad’s polit-
ical rivals. However, if the
court cancels the bail, the rail-
way minister could be taken
into custody as happened in
the case of Shibu Soren.

The petitioners have said
Laloo Prasad’s bail should be
cancelled in view of “new gro-
unds”, which include change
of key personalities conduct-
ing the cases.

The petition said R.K. Tya-
gi, an income-tax appellate tri-
bunal member who was hear-
ing the cases against the min-
ister and Rabri, was “curious-
ly” sent on deputation and re-
placed by a person who “was
on the verge of retirement”.

GRAPH

was heard and allowed in fav-
our of the assessees and no ap-
peal has been filed against the
order;” the petition said.

Citing another instance,
the petition said, a public pros-
ecutor in the fodder case was
replaced by a retired police of-
ficer who “has commenced
legal practice recently”.

Away from the Supreme
Court, a curious turn was
added to the Tehelka tape
scandal. The Centre submit-
ted before a commission prob-
ing the scandal that the ques-
tion of journalistic ethics of
the portal in carrying out the
sting operation fell outside the
panel’s scope of inquiry.

The contention marks a de-
parture from the stand of the

pots boil

NDA government which had
questioned the motives of
Tehelka by alleging that it
used “unethical” means to
lure politicians into the trap.

The Centre today said the
commission’s scope was limit-
ed to establishing whether al-
legations that bribes were
paid in defence deals are true
or not. The government also
said that allegations of viola-
tions of financial laws were
notin the commission’s ambit.

Several NDA leaders who
have made an issue of the “tai-
nted” ministers are linked to
the Tehelka scandal. The term
of the commission expires on
Sunday. A meeting of the cabi-
net committee on political af-
fairs on extending the tenure
deferred a decision.
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Thatcher son/fllnded

coup 1o
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Associated Press e
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Malabom,August 26

HATCHED BY Old Etonians and
other members of the British po-
litical and financial elite, an al-
leged scheme to seize control of
this oil-rich nation was no ordi-
nary African coup plot, according
to witnesses and prosecutors.

The plan as outlined in a trial
that began on Monday: send in a
motley crew of European, Asian
and African mercenaries to oust
the 25-year ruler of what is widely
considered one of the world’s
most corrupt regimes. The prize:
control of Africa’s third-largest
oil producer. But if there was any
plot, it went disastrously wrong.

Mark Thatcher, the 51-year-old
son of former British Prime Minis-
ter Margaret Thatcher, found him-
self detained in his pajamas Wed-
nesday at his South African home
and later charged with helping to
finance the plot, which African au-
thorities said they foiled in March.
Investigators said that Thatcher
was preparing to flee South Africa
when he was arrested.

He was planning a hasty exit
when investigators swooped down
on his luxurious home in a Cape
Town suburb on Wednesday and
searched the premises, armed with
an arrest warrant, said Sipho Ng-
wema, spokesman for the Scorpi-
ons elite investigating unit. Ngwe-
ma confirmed a report in the Jo-
hannesburg newspaper This Day
that Thatcher had sold four luxury
vehicles, put his house on the mar-
ket for $3.3 million and reserved
flights for his Texan-born wife and
two children to the US on Monday.

Ngwema, however, would not
confirm reports that Thatcher had
put up some $275,000 to topple Pres-
ident Teodoro Obiang Nguema, the
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¥

control goil

AP
Mark Thatcher’s American wife,
Diane, drives out of their house in
Cape Town on Thursday.

long-serving ruler of the central
African nation, where huge oil re-
serves were discovered recently.

Thatcher, an ex-race car driver
who has been dogged by accusati-
ons of questionable arms deals
and shady ventures, was placed
under house arrest but not before
he was robbed of his shoes, jacket
and cell phone in a crowded holdi-
ng cell. Police recovered the items.,

Thatcher’s attorney said his cl-
ient was cooperating with author-
ities. “Mr Thatcher is not guilty of
any allegations,” attorney Alan
Bruce-Brand said.

Equatorial Guinea had taken
steps toward Thatcher’s extradi-
tion, a lawyer for the government
said. No arrest warrant has yet
been announced.

But 89 other suspects, including
Britons and South Africans, al-
ready are on trial — 19 in Equato-
rial Guinea and 70 in Zimbabwe,
having come to the worst pass an
accused soldier of fortune can
reach — chained hand and foot in
dank African prisons, facing pos-
sible decades in prison, and, for
one defendant, possible execution.
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UK varsities mark
up fo;;eignﬁ §tud$nts

Vijay Dutt
London, August 1

THE BELIEF in the infalli-
bility of British degrees
has been severely eroded
with a report that some
cash-strapped institutions,
including a few Oxford col-
leges, are awarding de-
grees to students who
should be failed.

The “degree for sale”
scandal stretches from the
prestigious colleges to the
former polytechnics and
includes undergraduate
and post-graduate degrees,
according to The Observer.

So far, it has been widely
known that most universi-
ties encourage admission
of foreign students even
with less marks because
they have to pay on an av-
erage seven times more fee
than the local ones. But the
paper now alleges staff are
being put under pressure
to pass foreign students
studying for Master’s de-
grees because the income
from them keep many uni-
versities afloat.

The number of foreign

VHEF prm

Wq\’\over 33,000 and .income

from the non-EU ones to
be over £600 million. The
number of Indian stu-
dents is around 2,000, sec-
ond only to the Chinese.
As against the income
from the overseas stu-
dents, universities lose
around £5,000 on each UK
student in the form of
subsidies.

Professor Richard Wyn-
ne of Bournemouth Uni-
versity, who heads its de-
sign, computing and engi-
neering department, emai-
led staff telling them to
minimise the number of
failures because of a drop
in applications. The uni-
versity is fully backing the
professor, saying his e-mail
urges a closer scrutiny of
borderline students.

Even some Oxford col-
leges have, it is alleged,
“climbed aboard the gradu-
ate-student bandwagon”. A
literature don is quoted
saying it was “nigh on im-
possible to fail a Master’s
degree, regardless of the
quality of the student”.
But a statement from Ox-
ford disputed this.
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The Economic Times i

Dalip Singh g} \
NEW DELH{ 14 J0IY
ETROL pumps have re-
P turned to haunt former
Ram Naik . And this time, he may
be courting even more trouble.
Mr Naik, who survived a raging
controversy when his mlmstry
was accused of allot-
ting petrol pumps to
Sangh Parivar mem-
bers and sympathisers
in a scam that shook
the NDA government
two years ago, is now
under CBI's scanner
for allegedly going out
of his way to favoura |
retail dealer from Ma- |:
harashtra.

CBI registered a
preliminary enquiry
—aprelude to an FIR -—on June
29, accusing MrNaik, of misusing
his official position to favour a
petrol pump dealer while he was
petroleum minister. Mr Naik lost
the Lok Sabha polls to matinee
idol Govinda this year. CBI hasal-
leged inits preliminary enquiry, a
copy of which was given to the
petroleum ministry, that the for-
mer minister had “directed” the
restarting of an HPCL petrol
pump in Jalgaon, Maharashtra.
The outlet, owned by a Mr A.G.
Kulkarni, had been shut down
for selling adulterated fuel.

Union petroleum minister

NAIK

fBI probes Naik

ﬁ role in pump
allotmeyt scam

That this outlet was selling
adulterated fuel had apparently
been noticed by HPCL officials
more than three years ago. Dur-
ing a random check, HPCL offi-
cials had picked up samples from
Mr Kulkarni’s pump and found
his high-speed diesel was adul-
terated, ministry sources said. A:
a fallout HPCL had ordered tha
7 the pump remain shu
foramonth.

However, th
pump was found sel
ing adulterated higlt
1 speed diesel durir
another raid som
time in 2001 or 200.
ministry sources saic
Finding that th
pump-owner was al
legedly violating pe
troleum laws repeat
edly, HPCL cancellec
its licence on February 12, 2002,
ministry sources said.

CBI has alleged that under the
“directions” of then-minister
Ram Naik, the pump’s licence
was restored, ministry sources
said. The petrol pump again start-
ed selling adulterated high-speed
diesel, inviting action from the
company. Sources said sales were
terminated for the third time
thereafter. But Mr Naik’s min-
istry again intervened and re-
portedly asked HPCL (on Sep-
tember 30 last year) to allow the
pump to function.
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“Political nexus in stamp scam under scrutiny
W €\

By S. Vijay Kumar

MADURA!, JuLY 14. The Central
Bureau of Investigation will soon
probe the political angle in the
fake stamp paper scam.

Three officials, including the
Deputy-Inspector General of
Police (CB-CID), A.P. Mohamed
Ali, were arrested on July 1. The
agency is expected to follow up
on “specific” information on a
couple of politicians, including a
first-time MP, in the multicrore
“transactions”. A  high-level

team is expected to arrive in
Chennai this weekend to finalise
the plan of action, according to a
top police official.

The allegation is that the lead-
ers “facilitated” the flow of fake
stamp papers in Tamil Nadu,
“brokering” deals with top po-
lice and revenue officials. One of
them was even associated with
the prime suspect, Abdul Karim
Telgi. “Apart from the confes-
sional statements of the accused
already in custody, the police
have eathered clinching evi-

THE HINDU

dence to prove the involvement
of the duo,” the official pointed
out.

The CBI is preparing to con-
duct raids on the premises of
some persons in southern dis-
tricts, suspected to be “close” to
Mr. Ali and two others. The in-
vestigators are closing in on a
few State Government officials,
who were “hand-in-glove” with
the suspects.

Meanwhile, police sources in
Virudhunagar district claimed
that the July 9 arrest of Maha-

boob John, a former printing
press owner at Sivakasi, was an
operation of the Corps of Detec-
tives attached to the Karnataka
police. Though the kin of the ac-
cused maintained that the police
inplainclothes claimed to be CB!
sleuths, it was actually the CoD,
who secured John in connection
with a 2002 case of printing fake
stamp papers and counterfeit
currency notes in the Yash-
wanthpur police station limits in
that State. The sources said the
search for two others was still on.
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Land link in marks scam

BAPPAMAJUMDARAND
SOUMI BHATTACHARYA

Santiniketan/Calcutta, June
29: Dilip Sinha claims he did not
know Mukti Deb before 1997, but
the CID has pieced together evi-
dence that suggests the two met
asearly as 1991.

During interrogation
after his arrest — for alleged in-
volvement in appointing Deb lec-
turer on the basis of fake mark-
sheets — and even before, the for-
mer Visva-Bharati vice-chancel-
- lor had maintained that he could
vaguely remember her.

She was just “another candi-
date” who appeared for an inter-
view in 1997 before a board,
which gave her the job.

Investigators then concen-
trated on Deb. “She broke down
in the face of intense question-
ing and confessed that she knew
Sinha for a long time,” a senior
CID official said.

“We had a hunch about their
long-term association. Now we

have some évidénce and are
working on more clues to
strengthen our case.”

The CID has documents that
show Deb had done a UGC fel-
lowship under Sinha in 1991-92
when he was Rashbehari profes-
sor at Calcutta University.

“In fact, Sinha was also sup-
posed to send appraisal certifi-
cates every two-and-a-half
months to the UGC. So there is
no question about the fact that
they knew each other,” said a
senior officer.

A CID team recently found
that Deb bought a plot on the
outskirts of Bolpur in 1992
and built a house there after
being appointed lecturer in 1997.

In 1994, Sinha bought an adja-
cent plot at a nominal price. The
former VC bought six cottahs
along with three relatives.

CID officials said Deb also
helped two of Sinha’s friends in
senior positions in Vidyasagar
University and Jadavpur Uni-
versity get plots for amounts

¥

ranging between Rs 7,000 and
Rs 10,000 per cottah. “...There is
no doubt that both of them knew
each other for a long time,” in-
spector-general (CID) Bhupin-
der Singh said.

Visva-Bharati authorities
have decided to scan 37 appoint-
ments during Sinha’s tenure.
Current vice-chancellor Sujit
Basu said all documents
would be thoroughly checked for
any irregularities. “Our investi-
gations are on in full swing,” he
added.

For yet another day, CID offi-
cials could not question Sinha,
who was shifted to an intensive
care unit following chest pain
last night.

“We had put him in a general
bed, but his deteriorating condi-
tion forced us to shift him back to
the ICU. He will be under strict
observation for another four-five
days. But he has been respond-
ing well to treatment,” said an
attending doctor.

N See Page 9
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/ Centre in touch with CBI,

bureau keen to quiz Sinha

Fake teacher

recruiters
face probe:

ASTAFF REPORTER ,)/Q(‘\\o

alcutta, June 27: The CID will
rquestion members of the panel
sheaded by then Visva-Bharati
.vice-chancellor Dilip Kumar
;Sinha that cleared the appoint-
‘ment of Mukti Deb as an applied
' mathematics lecturer in 1997.
: * The multi-pronged question-
.ing is aimed at digging out
Sinha’s association with Deb
since her days as a UGC fellow in
1991. The former vice-chancel-
jor’s dealings with ex-registrar
Dwijadas Bandopadhyay would
“also be looked into in connection
'with the affiliation scam.
Deb had furnished fake certi-
ficates attested by Sinha to secu-
;1 the varsity appointment. Vis-
rsa-Bharati had also issued affili-
‘ntions to 40 fake institutes duri-
-4g Sinha’s tenure. The affiliation
“faud, which the CBI is investig-
ating, is said to be worth crores.
Sources said the findings on
Sinha as chairman of the select-
ion committee and vice-chancel-
lor have rattled the Union hum-
an resource development min-
istry. The department got in tou-
ch with CBI director U.S. Mishra
after the arrest and apparently
requested the Union home mini-
stry for a CBI scan of Sinha.
o A central team is scheduled
3 interrogate the former VC,
ho was admitted to SSKM Hos-
jtal yesterday after he complai-
ed about pain in the chest. “The
PBI has informed us about its
guillingness to interrogate him,”
B3id R.K. Mohanty, the addition-
$nd director-general of the CID.
With the court remanding
e professor of applied mathe-
atics in custody for 12 days, the
uths should have ample time
20 interrogate once he is released
&)m the hospital, he added.
“Sinha.was:chainman of the

G¢

five-member committee that ga-
ve the nod to the selection of Deb
as a lecturer of applied mathe-
matics. Investigators believe the
panel members had been influe-
nced by Sinha into believing that
Deb was the best of two candida-
tes to turn up for the interview.

“In the process, the most suit-
able candidate was left out. We
are looking into how Sinha
found his way to convince the
selection committee members
on this candidate and why they
all agreed,” said Mohanty.

Some of the mémbers, the
sleuths said, have admitted to
being influenced by their “boss”.
Some of them have also said that
they could not question Deb de-
spite wanting to do so.

Sinha had attested Deb’s cer-
tificates as the Rashbehari Pro-
fessor of Calcutta University.

Besides looking for the mea-
ns Deb took to procure the fake
certificates, CID sleuths will
probe all associations that the
former vice-chancellor had with
the woman who fared poorly at
the Higher Secondary level. All
her certificates beyond that are
said to be false,

In 1991-92, Deb was awarded a
UGC fellowship for applied mat-
hematics under Sinha. There
was a condition though. Sinha
had to send an appraisal every
two months. The CID is checking
whether he did so.

Bandopadhyay, the former re-
gistrar who is in judicial custody,
visited the institutes that appli-
ed for university affiliation to
check out facilities. His associa-
tion with Sinha, who was the VC
then, is now under the scanner.

SSKM authorities ruled out
any immediate interrogation of
Sinha. “No one would be allowed
to question him before five to six
days,” said Dr Monotosh Panja.
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Forge

Santiniketan/Calcutta, June
27: For nearly a year, Calcutta
police sat on a “confidential re-
port” sent by Calcutta Universi-
ty stating that Mukti Deb, the ar-
rested lecturer of Visva-Bharati
University, had failed in her BSc
exams and was never awarded a
degree.

Former Visva-Bharati vice-
chancellor Dilip Kumar Sinha,
too, was held for his alleged in-
volvement in appointing Deb on
the basis of fake certificates and
marksheets.

Visva-Bharati registrar Sunil
Kumar Sarkar tonight said CU
had informed them about Deb

this April. “While sendingus a
tailed report about the arrest-

‘ed lecturer’s credentials, CU also

1 wrote to us saying that in July

before eyes, cops sleep

G\ y

2003 they had lodged a complaint
with the commissioner of police
after they found that Deb had
never cleared her exams,” Sar-
kar said.

Soumen Mitra, the then dep-
uty commissioner of police (de-
tective department), could not
recall the complaint. “We will
have to check properly to see
whether we did receive any such
complaint,” he said.

CU vice-chancellor Asish Ba-
nerjee confirmed they had in-
formed the police “a long time
ago”.

Early last year, Deb, a lectur-
er in applied mathematics, sou-
ght permission to do a PhD.
Visva-Bharati authorities asked
for her original certificates,
which she could not produce.
“She told us that she had lost her
documents and, accordingly, we
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asked her to lodge an FIR with
the police and submit a copy of a
certified application seeking du-
plicate certificates from CU,”
Sarkar added.

Deb got in touch with a few
“close friends” in CU, who asked
her to submit her application
and promised to take care of the
rest. But her luck ran out whena
senior CU official decided to
probe deeper.

It was found that the registra-
tion number mentioned by Deb
was false. She had not passed the
BSc Part II examination in 1979,
as she had claimed.

The CU authorities immedi-
ately informed Calcutta police,
hoping they would conduct a
probe. But the police did not.

Visva-Bharati found out
when vice-chancellor Sujit Basu
sought a detailed report about

Y

Deb from CU. “We were comp-
letely in the dark about this oth-
erwise,” he said.

The CID, which is investigat-
ing the case, has found that after
failing in CU, Deb managed to get
admission in Jadavpur Univers-
ity. She failed again.

“In the next few days, we will
get a clear picture about the ent-
ire admission procedure and
who all are involved in the se-
am,” said CID inspector-general
Bhupinder Singh.

Deb also managed to get hold
of a document claiming she was
awarded a fellowship from CU to
work under Rashbehari Profes-
sor Dilip Kumar Sinha.

The CID is also looking into
allegations that Deb got a person
in Santiniketan to do all the criti-
cal problems before taking her
classes. (See Page 9)




“8-charged in
‘stamp scam™

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, June 26. — The CBI
filed a chargesheet against eight
accused in the multi-crore rupees
stamp paper scam in the metropoli-
tan court of Ahmedabad yesterday.

Chief metropolitan magistrate Mr
NB Ranekshaw will hear the case
on 30 June. Among those
chargesheeted include associates of
scam kingpin Abdul Karim Telgi:
Daulat Singh Darbar, Kishore
Patel, his wife Falguniben and
Bebubhai Patel. Bebubhai’s licence
was used for circulation and sale of
fake stamp papers.

Gujarat police registered a case on
9 October 2001 after it had recov-
ered a stock of fake stamps and
stamp papers. The case was later
transferred to the CBI on the direc-
tion of the Supreme Court.

According to the CBI, the accused
used to buy fake stamp papers and
tickets from Sadiq Ibrahim alias
Anwar alias Suresh Hudali from
Karnataka and received a commis-
sion of 15 to 20 per cent. '

Sadiq is now lodged in Bangalore
Central jail. He was brought to
Ahmedabad on a transfer warrant in
May 2003. His interrogation led to
the seizure of fake stamp papers
worth Rs 8.57 crore in Ahmedabad.

The CBI said the accused were ini-
tially running two firms, Sadguru
Krupa and Sahaya Services, in
Ahmedabad for sale of fake stamps
and stamp papers to corporate
offices, banks and other financial

Abdul Karim Telgi

institutions. The accused had
recruited executives, telemarketing
girls and delivery boys to run their
business in an organised way. These
executives and telemarketing girls
took orders from corporate offices,
banks and other financial institu-
tions. Delivery boys delivered the
fake stamp papers and collected pay-
ments from the business houses.

In another fake stamp case relat-
ing to Telgi, CBI sleuths have
arrested one of his aides in
Bangalore.

Syed Mohiyuddin has been
remanded in police custody till June
30. The CBI said fake stamp papers
were being printed at Citizens
Enterprises here by Telgi and his
associates using the vending licence
issued in the name of Mohiyuddin.
The CBI has also seized documents
linking Mohiyuddin. to Citizens
Enterprises.
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@USPECT BUREAUCRACGY-II

(}v” ,7@% Instruments For Fighting Corruption Getting Blunted

cancerous growth of cor-

ruption in civil service has
been the unholy nexus that has
grown up between the corrupt
politicians and venal civil ser-
vants “babu-neta syndrome”.
This explains the rare unanimity
among the politicians to nullify
the Supreme Court’s direction in
the hawala case declaring the
single directive null and void. It
was a set of executive instruc-
tions issued by the central
government, prohibiting the CBI
from undertaking an inquiry or
investigation against an officer
of joint secretary and above in
the central government, inclu-
ding those in public sector un-
dertakings and nationalised
banks, without prior sanction of
the head of the department.
However, all political parties ag-
reed to bring the single directive
back on the ground that officers
at the decision-making level of
the government require protec-
tion. The Central Vigilance
Commission Bill, which has been
passed in the Lok Sabha, (but
not yet in Rajya Sabha) contains
this vicious clause and seeks to
derail the judgement of the
Supreme Court.

Compulsions

Politicians have perhaps their
own compulsions. Today, elec-
tions have become prohibitively
expensive and also entry points
for criminals in politics. Election
expenditure is 20 to 30 times
more than the legal ceiling pres-
cribed. All over India it is esti-
mated that Rs 7,000 crores are
spent on elections to Parliament
and state assemblies in five
years. This expenditure can be
sustained only when the return is
high and return can be high only
when high levels of corruption
are sustained over a long period
of time leading to institutiona-
lisation of corruption.

In consequence, political mas-
ters rely on civil servants consi-
dered pliable and dependable.
Honest officers are marginalised
and dishonest officers get plum
postings. Recently a senior offi-
cer listed as one of the most cor-
rupt officers by the IAS Asso-
ciation of UP became the chief
secretary of the state. Corrup-
tion in India, as the UNDP
report says, leads to promotion
and not prison.

Unfortunately, instruments
for fighting. against corruption
are getting blunted. The CBI’s
charter has now been widened to
deal with various other forms of
cases not connected with corrup-

The biggest factor behind the

By SANKAR SEN

tion. With a strength of 600 to
700 investigating officers spread
all over India, it cannot prose-
cute more than 1,000 corruption
cases a year. This is hardly en-
ough to make a dent, especially
when such cases are decided
after long years of trial. It is also
unfortunate that anti-corruption

agencies or vigilance commis-
sions of different states have
become totally politicised and
often utilised for political witch-
hunts rather than preventing
corruption.

In some states, it has become a
practice to launch criminal cases
against political opponents when
a new party comes t0 POWeEr.
Very few cases are thoroughly in-
vestigated and resolutely pur-
sued in courts of law. As a result,
political leaders charged with
corruption are seldom brought
to book. They only stand tarnish-
ed in the eyes of the public and
develop a highly cynical attitude
towards corruption. Even with-
out a crystal ball, one can fore-
see the fate of cases launched by
the Punjab government against
Prakash Singh Badal.

Widespread

The head of the anti-corrup-
tion units in the states also acts
as a hatchet man of the govern-
ment. The vigilance chief is not
permitted to submit a charge-
sheet against any senior govern-
ment officer without clearance
by the government, and if the
government servant involved (as
is very often the case) is close to
the powers-that-be, the permis-
sion is withheld. While overall
control of the government over
anti-corruption wings is under-
standable, control over the regis-
tration of cases and submission

of final forms is contrary to the
provisions of Criminal Pro-
cedure Code.

Today, corruption has become
so widespread and all-pervasive
that many people cynically be-
lieve that it is not possible to get
out of the corruption trap. There
are, however, success stories.

A51an countries llke Hongkoug
and Singapore have been able to
complete the transition from
high-corruption societies to low-

corruption ones. Within the
South Asian region, Bhutan has
succeeded in keeping corruption
at a low level.

The foremost requirement in
the battle against corruption is
to have a strong political will. No
anti-corruption agenda will be
successful if this is missing. So
far the political masters have not
displayed any resolute will to
combat corruption. However, it
is hoped that growing pressure
of public opinion and inter-
national concern will force the
hands of the politicians. The
World Bank and IMF have
openly condemned corruption
and decided to accord greater
priority to combat it in their pro-
grammes. In December, 1996,
the UN General Assembly adop-
ted a resolution calling upon its
member states to take effective
concrete action “to combat all
forms of corruption, bribery and
related illegal practices in inter-

national commercial trans-
actions”.
Successful  anti-corruption

strategies to stem the rot in the
civil services must include: (i) A
mechanism to identify the cor-
rupt public servants without
disclosing their names publicly.
A provision to this effect in the
Prevention of Corruption Act

should help drawal of a list of
corrupt public servants without
legal acrimony; (ii) Confiscation
of ill-gotten property. The
Benami Transaction Prohibition
Act, 1988 has remained a dead
letter because the rules laying
down the manner and proce-
dures of acquiring benami pro-
perty under the Act have been
inexplicably not been framed;
(iii) Public officials must submit
every year a detailed break down
of their assets position and tax
returns. If the returns are care-
tully scrutinised and followed by
swift inquiries against some of
the known corrupt public ser-
vants living beyond their means,
it will have a deterrent impact.
The existing provision in the
government servants conduct
rules regarding submission of
annual property returns is hon-
oured in the breach; (iv) Exclu-
sive anti-corruption courts for
completion of trials within a
time frame; (v) Provide immu-
nity to informers. There is a
need to have Whistle Blowers
Act to ensure that whistle blow-
ers are protected against
retributive action.

Cornerstone

Many western countries have
the Whistle Blowers Act to pre-
vent employers from taking
retributive action against the
whistle blowers. In our country,
the tragic case of Satyander
Dubey is fresh in public memory.
The Government of India’s reso-
lution (April 2004) now empow-
ers the chief vigilance commis-
sioner to act on the complaints
of the whistle blowers and to
protect them.

However, it is futile to hope
that corruption can be eradica-
ted by the government’s efforts
alone. Public vigilance is the
cornerstone of any anti-corrup-
tion strategy. In the United
Kingdom, bodies known as anti-
corruption leagues have donc
useful work in educating the
people and consolidating their
will to resist corrupt practices.
Citizens are fertile sources of in-
formation about where corrup-
tion is occurring. It is also neces-
sary to evolve sound group
norms and service ethics based
on twin concepts of honesty and
efficiency. The service. associa-
tions instead of concerning
themselves solely with the im-
provement of pay and carecr
prospects must take initiatives
in establishing such group
norms.

(Concluded



/ﬁOADSlTJ/E ROBBERY: Bl
- #Four more,.

arrested for *
Dubey murder

NEW DELHI, June 7. -
The Satyendra Dubey
murder case took a new

turn today with the
Central  Bureau  of
Investigation claiming that
it was only a roadside rob-
bery-cum-murder case.
The CBI yesterday arrest-
ed four more suspects who
allegedly shot Dubey dead
after robbing of his valu-
ables.

The CBI now says that it
was not the handiwork of
the contractor-mafia rack-
et against whom the IIT
engineer had complained
to the higher authorities.
The murder was commit-
ted by small time robbers
who waylaid Dubey in con-
nivance with a rickshaw
puller near Gaya station,
the CBI sources said.

Satyendra Dubey, the
whistle-blower about cor-
ruption prevailing in the
National Highway Aut—
hority of India’s golden
quadrilateral project in
Bihar, was shot dead on
November 27 last year
while he was returning to
his residence from Gaya
railway station in a rick-
shaw.

Initially it was suspect-
ed that Dubey was mur-
dered by the contractor
mafia racket operating in
Bihar because he had writ-
ten a letter to then Prime
Minister Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee revealing the

THE 574 TESM:iN

corruption and nexus
between higher officials of
the National Highway
Authority of India and
contractors of Bihar.

The case was later
transferred to the Central
Bureau of Investigation,
which first traced the
mobile phone of Dubey
and the rickshaw puller
who was carrying it and
then arrested the four rob-
bers who killed him.

According to the CBI,
the rickshaw puller, who
used to rob passengers,
took the IIT scholar to a
secluded place and killed
him with his five associates
who then robbed him of
his valuables.

While the CBI arrested
four suspects, Uday
Mallah, Mantu Kumar,
Tutu Kumar and Rajesh
Mehtar, and brought them
to Delhi for further inter- |
rogation, the fifth is still |
absconding. ‘

The suspects would be
put under some scientific
tests, including the lie
detector test. :

The CBI has not yet
recovered Dubey’s belong-
ings except his mobile
phone. The weapon of
offense is still untraceable
but a CBI officer said “we
are quiet confident to
recover it soon”.

The officer added: “We
are looking for the fifth
suspect in the case, who
was carrying Dubey’s
briefcase and will arrest
him soon.”




SUSPECT BUREAUCRACY-

%(\,Ko Corruptl n A ngh -Reward And Low-Risk Activity

he recent arrest of a senior
TIAS officer of the Haryana

cadre by the CBI for acqui-
sition of properties dispropor-
tionate to the known sources of
income is shocking but no longer
surprising. In this case, the CBI
has made a record of sorts in
terms of cash recovery from pub-
lic servants. From the residence
and the bank lockers of this offi-
cer it could recover cash worth
Rs 2 crores. Of late, a number of
officers of All India Services,
both TAS and IPS, have been
detected for involvement in bra-
zen acts of corruption. Inter-
vening in a debate in the Rajya
Sabha (7 May) on corruption in
bureaucracy, the then -deputy
prime minister LK Advani said
“out of 186 cases pending ag-
ainst IAS and IPS officers the
overwhelming majority related
to corruption charges”.

Steep decline

The decline in the standards of
probity of the senior civil servi-
ces has become more pronoun-
ced during the last three decad-
es. In August 1947, when India
became independent, the coun-
try’s bureaucracy was, by and
large, regarded as efficient, dis-
ciplined and devoted to its own
responsibilities.

It was also subjected to fairly
rigorous Government Servant
Conduct Rules. Even in the early
sixties, when we joined service,
the number of officers of dubi-
ous reputation in All-India
Services could be counted on the
fingers of one hand.

But by 1998, the Indian bu-
reaucracy was adjudged as one
of the worst in Asia, let alone in
the world. This was the verdict of
a Hongkong based think-tank

The author is a former Director,
National Police Academy.

a‘ a student, 1 often envied our

rofessors during examina-

tion time. Here we were slogging

away at what had been taught for
the past months while they mer-
rily passed their time. This was
all the more apparent during the
crucial hours of the examination.

Walldng up and down the exami-

nation hall, a peek here and a
peek there, it seemed they had a
nice time. Now, after graduatmg
to the other side, 1 find it an
extremely boring affair.

Over the years' 1 have, how-
ever, learnt to bide my time. The
first thing you observe are the
many types of students who walk
in. The serious ones come in way
ahead of the scheduled time

making last-minute preparatmns‘

in the hall,

Others walk in. casualiy, locate

a friend, exchange knowledg-
eable smiles and sit down ready
to face the music. In some cases,
wrist watches are set in front lest

By SANKAR SEN

called Political and Economic
Risk Consultancy and was based
on its annual survey of business-
men who have been interacting
with the bureaucracies of Asian

pending in different courts of
the country. It is reported that
since 1990, the CVC granted
sanction for prosecution against
100 IAS officers but only one has
been convicted so far by the

countries. On a 10-point scale,

Singapore was rated the best at
2.53 and Vietnam the worst at
nine. India with eight points was
occupying the ninth position
among the 12 Asian countries.
This is indeed a very depressing
state of affairs for a country,
once proud of the quality of ad-
ministration and dedication of
its senior bureaucrats.

No punishment

There are many reasons for
this precipitous downstide. One
of the reasons as to why corrup-
tion has become endemic and
all-pervasive is that it has be-
come a high-reward and low-risk
activity. Very few venal public
servants ultimately get punished.
Some kind of law of the jungle,
as a sociologist puts it, prevails.
Over 4,000 cases under the Pre-
vention of Corruption Act are

court of law. During my two
stints in the vigilance organisa-
tion in Orissa, I have seldom
seen conviction of a senior 1AS
or IPS officer. Ultimately, every-
body has wriggled out. Only
junior functionaries have been
convicted. No big fish has been
caught.

Further, departmental pro-
ceedings, particularly against se-
nior bureaucrats, drag on inter-
minably and very few are uiti-
mately punished. N Vittal, as the
chief vigilance commissioner,
caused a stir by putting on the
Web names of officers against
whom departmental proceedings
on charges of corruption are
pending. But, ultimately, how
many have been visited with
punishment? The procedures of
disciplinary proceedings have
become very involved and long-

On the other side

. By SWAGATA DASGUPTA

time is lost in turning the wrist
over to look at the time, Others

_position their watches so that a
quick glance will tell the time., 1

even saw a small alarm clock! On

_the topic of watches and clocks, I
“have never really understood the

concept of keeping them ahead

timekeeper is
10 or 15 minutes fast, don’t you

lose precious moments figuring
otut the exact time? If you know
the actual time anyway, why
bother? A lot of my friends
thought to the contrary, but T
have never  really . been
convinced,

Coming back to my two to

three hours of “examination
duty”, I have learnt to gather sta-
tistics. I have noticed an increase
in the number of spectacle users

among students. More studying
or more-computers? The idea of
forcing your naturally born left-
handed child to be right-handed
has dwindled over the years.
Thee are students who will write
till the end of the stipulated time
while: others will submit answer

of . time. scripts  with
Knowing fully d whatever they
well that your gwgywmwwmagaln could or could

not write. I
belonged to the former category.
My grandfather used to tell me
that in case I did run out of time
what I'should do is actually make
a mark of the pen down the page
as if the professor had pulled
away the answer sheet even
though I had more to write!

A lot of students literally stare
at the ceiling with a vacant look.
There are others who chew on
their pens and pencils. Some
twirl their pens between their fin-

drawn.

While the disciplinary proce-
edings applicable to civil ser-
vants, observed the Santanam
Committee, “are not dissimilar
to those in several other coun-
tries, the procedure for imposing
penalties of dismissal, removal
and reduction in rank is far more
elaborate and formal. This is
mainly due to the way in which
courts have interpreted Article
311 of the Constitution. There is
an increasing tendency on the
part of the civil servants to rush
to the courts, questioning the
propriety of punishment impos-
ed on them and in a number of
cases, the courts have set aside
punishment orders, as being vio-
lative of Article 311 of the Cons-
titution, resulting in payment of
arrears of heavy sums and public
services being saddied with
officers of doubtful integrity”.

Simplify procedure

The cardinal principle of dep-
artmental inquiry is that it
should be initiated and comple-
ted expeditiously and that is the
reason why a different proce-
dure free from the severe restric-
tions of the Evidence Act has
been prescribed for such in-
quiries.

But in practice, the de-
partmental proceedings have
become involved and intricate
and civil servants enjoy various
guarantees of fair procedures,
which are not enjoyed by their
counterparts in other countries.
There is considerable weight in
the suggestion of Santanam Co-
mmittee that, “it would not be a
unreasonable classification to
treat departmental proceedings
involving charges of bribery,
corruption and lack of integrity
in a separate category and pro-
vide for a simplified procedure”.

(1o be concluded)

gers with a commendable num-

ber of revolutions per minute. A
student once held -his pen up
between his nose and mouth; the

expression on his . face with

pursed lips would have made
Miss Piggy blush!

I was questioned-on what an
examination meant by my daugh-
ter a few years ago when she was
in kindergarten. She had just
received her. first: “examination
time-table”.

Having appeared. for examina-
tions, invigilated them, corrected
them and set question papers, I
failed to give her ‘a satisfactory
answer. She came back from her

first exam ‘and announced that

she now knew what an examina-

tion meant.

Curious to know the answer, I
asked her. She promptly replied

that; instead of your notebook,
you just write the answers on.a
different sheet of paper! Only if
life were so simple!



~ueorge The Gladiator Set To Take Doc Head On
Fernandes d

probe

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 30 MAY

DA convenor George

I \ I Fernandes on Sunday hit

back at the Congress, and

dared the Manmohan Singh

government to institute a time-

bound probe into the “coffin

scam” that had come 10 g

haunt him during the later

phase of his tenure as the
country’s defence minister.

Mr Fernandes served as
the defence minister for thr-
ee terms, but it was his third
stint, which commenced wi-
th his reinduction in the Uni-
on cabinet within six months
of his resignation in the wake
of the Tehelka revelations in
March, 2001, which proved §
to be a stormy one, with the
Congress-led  opposition
boycotting him in the two
Houses of Parliament.

With the NDA having be-
envoted out of power, Mr Fe-
rmandes is getting ready to
don the gladiatorial robe to
spar with the Congress and its
allies. Hemade it clear thathe
was not afraid of a probe into
the so-called coffin scam, as
wasnow being demanded by
asection of the ruling UPA.

The JD (U) veteran, who is
something of a red rag to the Con-
gress and its allies such as the Left
partners and RID, in fact, sought
to pre-empt the ruling benches by
writing a letter to Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh in support of

° &(\(

the demand for a time-bound in-
vestigation into the allegations.

“I would like to be the first to
demand an immediate and
speedy inquiry into the “spedific”
matter of the purchase of
reusable caskets by the army
headquarters. The inquiry
should not take too much time,

I'm Coean: George Fernandes ata ress
conference in New Delhi on Sunday. — AP

say two weeks, since the material
is easily available with the army
headquarters and it will not be a
cumbersome task to establish
whether T or anyone else has
made illegal money out of this

The Economic Time: 2y Y
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s UPA

coffin $¢am

stalled procurement,” Mr Fer-
nandes said in the letter, copies of
which were released to the press
this afternoon.

He made light of the report by
the Comptroller and Auditor Ge-
neral, which had raised questions
about the purchase and which
had provoked the Congress and
its allies to stall the proceed-
ings of the two Houses of Par-
liament for several days. It
also became one of the talki-
ng points in the Congress’ el-
ection campaign. “This sort of
query is routine in every de-
partment of the Centre or sta-
tes,” the former defence min-
ister pointed out in the letter.

The NDA convenor was
also disturbed by reports ap-
pearing in a section of the
media that senior govern-
mentand army officials were
queuing up before Congress
president Sonia Gandhi and
advising her on matters of
national security for the lim-
ited purpose of securing
“promotions and plum
posts” for themselves.

“The new government
should take immediate ac-
tion against such officers,
who are allegedly leaking of-
ficial secrets to Ms Gandhi,”
he demanded.

With the JD (U) veteran gear-
ing up to don the battle fatigue
once again, itis clear that the first
session of the 14th Lok Sabha,
which commences on June 2,
will get off to a fiery start.
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/i?odder scam accused
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RANCH]I, April 1. — The special
CBI court trying the fodder scam
cases today rejected the plea of the
accused who were convicted on
Wednesday that they be awarded the
minimum sentence. Special judge Mr
Justice Ramanuj Prasad sentenced
all the nine accused to five years’ rig-
orous imprisonment along with other
sentences of lesser periods, all of
which will run concurrently.

The defence counsel had prayed
before the court that all thé offences
of which the accused have been
found guilty, may be tried by the first
class judicial magistrate and if they
have not been tried by the special
courts they may be sentenced up to
three years and fined up to Rs 5,000
only. Counsels for the accused Mr
PK Tripathi, Mr BB Prasad and Mr
SB Verma contended that their

THE STATESMAN TookE

clients were suffering from illness.
But CBI special public prosecutor
Mr Shiv Kumar told the court that
this was a case of misappropriation
of government money and if the con-
victs are awarded a minimum sen-
tence it would be a wrong precept
before the society. Mr Kumar added
that the medical reports of the accus-
ed did not prove their illness.

The judge agreed with the submis-
sions made by the CBI advocate and
all the nine accused have been found
guilty under Section 120(B) read with
Section 420 of the IPC. Regional
director, animal husbandry depart-
ment, Mr J Bhengaraj along with
accused BB Prasad and Mahendra
Prasad, Ram Nandan Singh, BK
Sinha, AK Singh and RS Singh have
been further sentenced to four and
five years rigorous imprisonment
under Sections 467, 468 and one year
rigorous imprisonment under Section
471 of the IPC and a fine of Rs 20,000

. get five years’ Rl

has been imposed. PK Tripathy and
SB Verma have been sentenced to
undergo four years RI and a fine of
Rs 20,000. The four government ser-
vants have also been sentenced to
four years rigorous imprisonment
under Section 13(2) of the
Prevention of Corruption Act.

The case pertains to the Loha-
rdagga treasury where the accused
had conspired and fraudulently
withdrawn Rs 15.48 lakh in 1989-90
through a forged allotment letter
seeking a supply of fodder. The
prosecution examined 40 out of the
60 witnesses, none of whom turned
hostile. This judgment is the first in
the fodder scams where 585 persons
have been accused including former
Bihar chief ministers Mr Jagannath
Mishra and Mr Laloo Prasad Yadav.
CBI said the accused were involved
in a criminal conspiracy pertaining
to the withdrawal of Rs 721 crore

from different treasuries in Bihar.



Court directs
CBI to probe
48 stamp

S0am ases.

By Our Legal Correspondent

\
NEW DELHI, MARCH 15. The \
Supreme Court today directed
the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) to
! investigate 48 fake stamp
paper scam-related cases
across 12 States and submit a
status report in four months.

A three-Judge Bench,
comprising the Chief Justice
V.N. Khare, Justice S.B. Sinha
and Justice S.H. Kapadia,
passed the order after the
Central Government
submitted that 12 States had
agreed to entrust 48 cases
relating to the Rs. 30,000-
crore scam for investigation.

The Bench directed the 12
States to provide necessary
infrastructure and resource
facilities to the CBI for taking
over these cases for
investigation. It also
restrained the High Courts
from entertaining any
petition or passing any
interim order in respect of
these cases. Of the 48 cases,
23 are from Maharashtra, 10
from Karnataka, three each
from Uttar Pradesh and
Andhra Pradesh, two each
from Tamil Nadu and
Madhya Pradesh and one
each from Bihar, Delhi,
Gujarat, Kerala and West
Bengal.

The Bench was passing
orders on five public interest
litigation petitions, including
one by an advocate, Ajay
Agarwal, seeking a unified
CBI probe into the scam
cases in 37 States and Union
Territories within a time-

" frame.

Mr. Agarwal also demanded
that the Supreme Court
monitor the progress of the
CBI probe. He said the
Karnataka Government had
passed an order that the
main accused, Abdul Kareemn
Telgi, shall not be removed
from the prison till the CBI
took over effective

i investigation. This would

| hamper the investigation into
the cases as Telgi was the
main accused-and the CBI
could not be prohibited from
taking him into custody for
interrogation, he contended.

The Bench, while directing
the CBI to file its status
report regarding its
investigation into the cases
|| within four months, made it
clear that the Karnataka
Government order would not
come in the way of the CBI
taking Telgi into custody.
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New Delhi, March 15: The Su-
preme Court today directed that
48 cases in the Telgi stamp paper
scam be handed over to the CBI.

After the CBI submitted a sta-

tus report with details of the
cases, a bench of Chief Justice
V.N. Khare, Justices S.B. Sinha
and S.H. Kapadia asked the sta-
tes concerned to cooperate with
the investigating agency.

The apex court also gave the
green signal to the CBI to arrest
and interrogate the main accu-
sed, Abdul Karim Telgi, who is
lodged in a Karnataka jail.

Posting hearings to July, the
court asked the CBI to submit
further status reports within
four months. The judges also ma-
de it clear that no high court in
the country would entertain any
petition in the matter.

Twenty-three cases from Ma-
harashtra, 10 from Karnataka,
three each from Uttar Pradesh
and Andhra Pradesh, two each
from Tamil Nadu and Madhya
Pradesh and one each from Bih-
ar, Delhi, Gujarat, Kerala and Be-
ngal will come under CBI probe.

Bengal

The counter-affidavit of the
CBI stated that Assam and Punj-
ab did not give any response. Mi-

zoram, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Jhar-

khand, Manipur, Haryana, Him-
achal Pradesh, Tripura, Goa, Da-
man Diu and Nagar Haveli have
said there is no case in their ter-
ritorial jurisdiction while Oris-
sa and Chandigarh have refused
to transfer any case to the CBI.
In Tamil Nadu, one case is sa-
id to involve a politician who is

//LS stamp scam cases
v shifted to CBI

likely to be fielded as a candidate
of a national political party fo&?
the Lok Sabha elections.
Seizure of fake stamp papers,
suspected involvement of inter-
state gangs headed by Telgi and
national security were the pa-
rameters to decide which of the
cases would be taken up for inve-
stigation, the CBI said, explaini-
ng why it had taken over 48 cases
out the 156 across the country.
Keeping in view the CBI's
acute resource constraints and
the widespread field-investiga-
tions required in the cases, the
apex court said states would ha-
ve to provide resources, includ-
ing manpower, vehicles, camp of-
fices and office equipment.
Maharashtra’s former depu-
ty chief minister, Chhagan Bhuj-
bal, today welcomed the apex ca:.:
urt decision. “Since... LK. Adva-:
ni had been talking of a suspect-
ed ISI hand and Jaswant Singh”
describing it as one having natids;
nal ramifications, it is but appr
priate that a scam of such ma
nitude be handed to... the CBI,
Bhujbal, who had been summ
ned by the SIT for his alleged i
volvement in the scam, said.
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~” Impeached Roh pins hopes
| W”j/v on court decision

By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, MARCH 12. The South
Korean President, Roh Moo-hy-
un, was today stripped of his
powers following his impeach-
ment by the National Assembly
in Seoul. The Constitutional
Court will decide within 180
days whether Mr. Roh should be
indicted or allowed to resume
office. The impeachment mo-
tion was based on the charge
that Mr. Roh had violated elec-
toral laws by openly pledging to
do whatever he could, within le-
gal bounds, to ensure the suc-
cess of the pro-Government Uri
Party in the prospective parlia-
mentary elections, scheduled
for April 15. The political gene-
sis of the move was traced to the
financial irregularities which his
aides were alleged to have per-
petrated at the time of his elec-
tion in December 2002 to a
five-year term.

Soon after the impeachment,
the Prime Minister, Goh Kun,
took over as chief executive,
without being formally sworn in
as President, to prevent a politi-
cal vacuum. Mr. Goh, 66-year
old veteran politician, identified
“economic stability” as the “su-
preme priority”’ and pledged to
prevent the erosion of South
Korea’s “international credibil-
ity"". .
The Government said Mr.
Goh would function as the su-
preme commander of the
armed forces and uphold the
domestic and foreign policies. It
was stated officially that “the
Government has quickly moved
to take necessary measures to
prevent the nation from spirall-
ing into confusion”.

A continuance of the policies
was also cited as a reason for
such swift action. The unprece-
dented action by the unicamer-
al Parliament against South
Korea's plenipotentiary head of
state brought Seoul under in-

A Uri Party lawmaker who supports the South Korean

President, Roh Moo-hyun, gives vent to his anger by throwing
a ballot box after the National Assembly voted 193 votes to
two to impeach Mr. Roh in Seoul on Friday. — AFP

tense international spotlight.
South Korea is a key participant
in the ongoing process of six-
party talks on North Korea’s nu-
clear weapons ‘programme’. Se-
oul is also poised to send
additional troops, inclusive of
combat-ready personnel, to
Iraq.

The U.S.-South Korean mili-
tary alliance has also come un-
der scrutiny by both sides, with
neither indicating a strategic di-
vorce, though. The impeach-
ment resolution was carried by

THE Hnpr 13 MAR 2008

the mandatory two-thirds ma-
jority in the 271-member As-
sembly, with 193 voting for and
only two against. The pro-gov-
ernment legislators did not par-
ticipate in the voting in a
chamber dominated by the Op-
position parties.

Scenes of anger and frustra-
tion punctuated the proceed-
ings prior to the voting that
followed the Speaker, Park
Kwan-yong’s orders that the
protesting members be re-
moved from the House. The

/!

¢
UMK

pro-government Uri Party had
earlier sought to block a pas-
sage-way inside the chamber.

Shock waves swept across the
financial markets in South Ko-
rea, which was among the early
East Asian countries to make
the grade as a “tiger economy’’.

The Government said that
the Korea Composite Stock
Price Index plummeted, on the
whole, by 2.43 per cent. A series
of fluctuations had marked the
day’s trading. The pro-govern-
ment party characterised the
political denouement as “par-
liamentary coup d’etat’.

At the other end of the politi-
cal spectrum, the main archi-
tect of the impeachment move,
the Opposition Grand National
Party, said the suspension of
Mr. Roh, “who contaminated
state affairs with corruption and
confusion, was an act of (politi-
cal) determination to save the
nation”. Another prime mover,
the Millennium Democratic
Party, described the impeach-
ment as “a victory for the peo-
ple and representative
democracy”.

Even as the South Korean
Foreign Ministry sought to reas-
sure immediate neighbours of
continuity in policies, the Head
Justice of the Constitutional
Court, Yun Yung-chul, pledged
that the court would “try its best
to make a proper decision (on
Mr. Roh’s impeachment) as
soon as possible, considering
the possibilities of political and
social turmoil following the
President’s suspension from
duty”.

A two-third majority is re-
quired in the nine-member
Constitutional Court as well.
Mr. Roh, on his part, expressed
the hope that the outcome
would be different at the Con-
stitutional Court because “it will
make a legal judgment which is
different from a political judg-
ment”.




OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Feb. 19: In a pre-
election battle that could set the
tenor for Opposition campaign-
ing, the BJP-led government
today traded charges with Left
leaders and its own allies — the
Shiv Sena and the Trinamul
Congress — over the controver-
sial privatisation of Centaur
Hotel Mumbai which was com-
pleted a year back.

CPM leaders Sitaram Yech-
ury and Nilotpal Basu attacked
the BJP government, charging it
with corruption, pointing toare-
cent Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) report which in-
dicted the government for losing
up to Rs 145.69 crore by under-
charging lease rent and reduc-
ing the turnover levy while sell-
ing the prime hotel property to
Batras Hospitality.

Batras Hospitality had sold
the hotel to the Sahara group
just one month after closing the
deal with the government. The
Batras are known RSS sympa-
thisers and bought the hotel for

Rs 83 crore only to resell it for ap
proximately Rs 30 crore more.

Sanjay Nirupam, the MP
from Shiv Sena, the BJP’s ally in
Maharashtra, who had first
raised allegations of corruption
in high places over the Centaur
sale, today said the CAG report
vindicated his stand.

Dinesh Trivedi, the Trina-
mul MP who had joined Nirup-
am in raising the issue in Parlia-
ment a year-and-a-half back,
said: “It was wrong. We had said
so thenh; we say so now. What the
government is trying to do to
Air-India and Indian Airlines by
stripping them of their bilateral
rights to favour private airlines
is an equally controversial
move.”

Nirupam and Trivedi had de-
manded the sale be scrapped as
the resale of the hotel to new
buyers violated a clause of the
agreement which stipulated the
new buyers would have to hold

the hotel for a fixed period or

hand it back to the government.
“Corruption and the lack of

transparency in the privatisati-

on process are going to be among
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- Centaur sale pops
up to torment govt

e major planks for the Opposi-
tion’s answer to the BJP’s feel-
good campaign,” Yechury said.

Basu and Yechury demanded
a CBI probe into the deal and
said they would be consulting
other parties to coordinate their
action plan on this issue.

The man in the eye of the sto-
rm, disinvestment minister Ar-
un Shourie, however, tried to br-
azen it out by terming the attac-
ks “absolutely bunk of an issue”.

The CAG’s contention in are-
port placed in Parliament has
been that the government actu-
ally lost Rs 145.69 crore by reduc-
ing the lease rent charged from
the hotel about one-and-a-half
years before the actual sale and
by deciding to reduce the turn-
over levy imposed on Batra Hos-
pitality from an original 6 per
cent to 2 per cent.

Shourie, who said the CAG
note had never been sent to him,
defended the sale stating that
only the Batras had come for-
ward as buyers and other quali-
fied bidders, including the Tata-
owned Indian Hotels and ITC’s
Welcomgroup, had backed out.
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“"Tests on Telgi nail

Bhujbal, Deshmukh
£ india WW e

MUMBALI, Feb. 10. — Tests performed on the prime
accused in the fpke stamp paper scam, Abdul Karim Telgi,
have revealed that former Maharashtra chief minister Mr
Vilasrao Deshmukh had recommended Telgi’s case for a
stamp vendor’s licence in 1994, while former Maharashtra
deputy chief minister, Mr Chhagan Bhujbal, had received
money from Telgi to issue favours. '

Mr M Naniah, Telgi’s lawyer, today dubbed the report
as “fabricated” and told a TV channel that Telgi “never
mentioned any name of any person and their connection
or payment of money. It’s nothing but a fabricated doc-
ument”.

The SIT probing the scam claimed Telgi tested positive
in the P-300 Brain Mapping Test conducted on him to
ascertain whether he made payments to Mr Bhujbal. A
Narco Analysis Test on Telgi revealed Mr Deshmukh had
helped Telgi get the stamp vendor’s licence in 1994. The
SIT submitted the report, prepared by Bangalore-based
Forensic Science Laboratory, before a Pune special court
yesterday. Several names in the report were blanked out as
the matter was considered sensitive. Copies of the report
were made available to the media today. The report said
Telgi was subjected to three tests — Lie Detector Test, P-
300 Brain Mapping Test and Narco Analysis Test.

Another special court in Pune will hear the bail plea of
former DCP Mr Pradeep Sawant tomorrow. The SIT
had filed chargesheets against seven accused, including
Mr Sawant, on 3 February. Also today, former
Karnataka minister Mr R Roshan Baig denied any link
with Telgi. In Hyderabad, former DCP Mr N Narasimha
Rao was today remanded in judicial custody for his
alleged role in the scam, SNS adds.
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Telgi paid Sharma

Rs 22 lakhs:

IT

{
Probe team submits report of truth test

Times News NETWOR\{}V(

Pune: In a sensational reve-
lation, Abdul Karim Telgi,
the alleged kingpin of the
multi-crore fake stamp paper
racket, has claimed that he
paid Rs 22 lakhs to former
Mumbai and Pune police
commissioner Ranjit Singh
Sharma.

This is the first time since
Sharma’s ar- g P
rest under the : X
stringent
MCOCA (Ma-
harashtra
Control of Or-
ganised
Crime Act)
that allega- -
tions of pecu-
niary gains
have been lev-
elled against him.

Telgi parted with this in-
formation when he under-
went a narco-analysis test
conducted by the special in-
vestigation team (SIT) at the
Forensic Science Laboratory
in Bangalore last December.
The SIT submitted the report
on the test in the special
court here on Monday.

Sharma and MLA Anil
Gote, said Telgi, were his

iose friends who had helped

R.S. Sharma

THE TI4ES OF INDIA

himlsell his ‘fake goods’ in
Murhbai. He named Manoj
Mehta—who was Telgi’s ac-
countant—as the conduit. He
also referred to a Dadar-
based businessman.

Under the influence of the
truth serum, Telgi said that
members of his syndicate
would routinely visit Mum-
bai to pick up stocks of
stamp paper. He also revealed
hat after his
arrest in 2001,
he was taken
to  Mumbai
and that he
had a free run
in the city
However, he
denied any
links with the
Mumbai un-
derworld.

SIT sources said names of
several politicians from Kar-
nataka andMaharashtra— |
whom either Telgi knew or
had worked with--had come
up, but the probe team had
masked these portions.

Telgi also confirmed the
SIT’s allegation that he had
paid Rs 32 lakhs to TDP MLA
C. Krishna Yadav for the re-
lease of two of his men. He
claimed during the test that
he feared for his life in jail.

AK. Telgi

10 ren ™
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Delhi High Court quashes
bribery charges in Bofors case

wﬁ; o é\\/ no evidence against Rajiv Gandhi

By Our New Delhi Bureau

NEW DELHI, FEB. 4. The Delhi High
Court today quashed the charg-
es under the Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act against the three
Hinduja brothers in the Bofors
case. It held that there was no
evidence to support the allega-
tion that the brothers bribed the
late Prime Minister, Rajiv Gand-
hi, and the then Defence Secre-
tary, S.X. Bhatnagar, for
winning the Bofors howitzer
contract.

However, the court upheld
the decision of the special court
framing charges of cheating and
conspiracy against the Hinduja
brothers — S.P. Hinduja, G.P.
Hinduja and P.P. Hinduja. It al-
so upheld the framing of charg-
es of fabrication of documents
under Section 465 of the Indian
Penal Code against the Swedish
company, AB Bofors, which
supplied the howitzer field 155

THE HINDY ¢

MM guns. The court asked the
trial court to proceed with the
trial on February 23 in respect
of these charges.

Pronouncing the 115-page
judgment, Justice ].D. Kapoor
said: “The facts of the case itself
show that so far as the public
servants — Rajiv Gandhi and
S.K. Bhatnagar [since dead] —
are concerned, 16 years of in-
vestigation by a premier agency
of the country — the Central
Bureau of Investigation — could
not unearth a scintilla of evi-
dence against them for having
accepted bribe/illegal gratifica-
tion in awarding the contract in
favour of A.B. Bofors, now re-
christened Kartongen Kemi
Ochi Forvaltning AB, which had
won the bid to supply 410 guns
to the country.”

“All efforts by the CBI ended
in a fiasco as they could not lay
hand upon any secret or known
account of these public servants

where the alleged money might
have found its abode either in
Swiss banks or any other bank
or vault,” Mr. Justice Kapoor
said.

“Charges for the offences
punishable under Sections 120B
{criminal conspiracy) of the In-
dian Penal Code (IPC) and Sec-
tion 5 (2) read with Section 5 (1)

| A special moment for me, {
{

says Sonia: Page 11

(d) of the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act, 1947, and Section 165A
(public servant obtaining valua-
ble thing, without considera-
tion, from a person concerned
in any proceeding or business
transacted by such public ser-
vant) read with 161 (accepting
gratification other than legal re-
muneration) against the pet-
itioners for having entered into
a criminal conspiracy with the
public servants to cheat the

Government of India and hav-
ing abetted the public servants
to commit criminal conduct by
abusing their official position
and taken illegal gratification
for awarding the contract are
quashed,” the judgment said.

However, Mr. Justice Kapoor
gave credit to the CBI for tracing
the money received as “com-
mission” by middlemen/agents
— “Win Chadha (since dead],
the Italian businessman, Otta-
vio Quattrocchi, and the Hindu-
ja brothers — employed by
Bofors for negotiating the
contract.

Therefore, Mr. Justice Kapoor
ordered the trial of the three
Hinduja brothers “for having
entered into a criminal conspir-
acy to cheat the Government of
India by fraudulently and dis-
honestly representing that there
were no agents involved in the
negotiation for the contract,
and further that the price quot-

Trial on other charges to proceed @ Court finds

ed was the reduced price pro-
portionate to the amount of
commission they would have
otherwise paid to the agents.”

Mr. Justice Kapoor said: “The
middlemen induced the Gov-
ernment of India to award the
contract in favour of Bofors and
caused wrongful loss the Gov-
ernment to the extent of the
amount Bofors would have paid
as commission to the agents —
the Hinduja brothers, Win
Chadha and Quattrocchi.”

A.B. Bofors, Mr. Justice Ka-
poor said, would face trial for
the offence punishable under
Section 465 of IPC (forgery) for
having made false documents
saying that there were no mid-
dlemen in the deal.

He ordered that the charges
against the Hinduja brothers,
Martin Ardbo, then chief of A.B.
Bofors, and Quattrocchi shall be
framed by the Chief Metropoli-
tan Magistrate as the offences
under the Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act against the accused
had been quashed by this court.

All the accused would appear
before the CMM on February 23
for further proceedings, the
judgment said. Since Quattroc-
chi and Ardbo are absconding,
they would face trial when they
appear before the court.

The Special Judge for CBI
cases here, Prem Kumar, had
framed the charges against all
the living accused persons in
2002. He had also passed cer-
tain observations on the role
and alleged culpability of Rajiv
Gandhi.

The Hinduja brothers and
A.B. Bofors had challenged his
orders in the High Court. “u. -

The FIR in the case had Heert”
lodged in 1989 when V.P. Singh
was Prime Minister. The CBI
had filed a chargesheet in the
case in 1999.

Later, it filed a supplemen-
tary chargesheet against the
three Hindujanthers.
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Sujcide by suspects gives

shok K. Mishra

""TPATNA 2 FEBRUARY

/@q{<
HE murder of the Nationa
I Highway Authority of In-
dia (NHAI) engineer Mr
Satyendra Dubey at Gaya on No-
vember 27 — who had dared to
blow the whistle on corruptionin
the Bihar leg of the Golden
Quadrilateral project — had led
to an outrage that eventually
forced the Centre to order a CBI
probe into the killing. But now
the suicide committed by the two
suspects of the Dubey murder
case at Gaya on February 1 has
added altogether a new contro-
versy to the case.

[he Economic Time: ¥ 3 Frp

Doubts are now being raised
as t0 whether the two suspects
were actually poisoned to death
by those responsible for the
killing of Mr Dubey, or whether
the two actually killed them-
selves after facing torture at the
hands of the CBI. Worse still, the
vanishing act of another key
witness Pradip has not helped
the matters for the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation.

According to the Gaya SP. Mr
Sanjay Singh, the two suspects
Shivnath Kumar Sao and Muk-
endra Paswan died after consum-
ing poison in Gaya on Sunday.
But Mr Baijnath Sao, the father
of one of the deceased, Shivnath

Kumar Sao, filed an FIR with
the Chandoti police station
claiming that the continued
i| torture by the CBI officials
] forced his son to commit sui-

bey case a new turn

cide.

The convenor of the Bajrang
Dal, Chothu Paswan, who
claimed that both Mr Paswan
and Mr Sao were Bajrang Dalac-
tivists, also said the duo had
committed suicide after being
tortured. Not surprisingly, the
Bajrang Dal launched protestsin
Gaya on Monday.

The Gaya SP conceded that the
two had criminal antecedents,
however, the Gaya police denied
that the two were being interro-
gated by the CBI on the recom-
mendations of the Gaya police, as
claimed by the CBI. RJD chief
Laloo Prasad Yadav suspected a
conspiracy behind the suicide of
the two witness. “It is possible
that the two were forced to con-
sume poison by those who are
actually involved in the murder
of Dubey,” Mr Yadav said.

-~ o
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‘CBI to probe
M ¢ CJ warrant scam

N

NEW DELHI, Jan. 29. — The
Supreme Court (coram, Khare,
CJ, Sinha, Kapadia, JJ) today
directed the CBI to inquire into
the | Ahmedabad ‘magistrate’s
purported order, issuing bail-

able. warrants against the
President; the Chief Justice and
a judge and a senior counsel of
the Supreme Court, and submit
a report to it by 6 February.

. Fhe court issued the order
.after hearing the submissions of
a pnvate TV channel which got
the ‘warrants, returnable by 17
February, issued from Court No
10 of Ahmedabad’s Meghanina-
gar coprt complex on 15 January
after paying a bribe of Rs 40,000
to three lawyers.

., The, channel was represented
m the matter by senior counsel
Mr Harish Salve. .

The court also issued notices
in this regard to the Union, the
CBI,..the state of Gujarat and
Gujarat High Court. It also
issued notices to magistrate Mr
Brahm Bhatt, the purported
complainant, and .the three
lawyers involved in the matter.

The court ordered that all the
records of the case summoned
from Gujarat as well as the doc-
uments and the video tape of the
entire  operation submitted

EFaRud™a

Mnglsmﬂe
suspended

AHMEDABAD, Jan. 29.— Gujarat
High court today suspended
Metropolitan Magistrate Mr MS
Brahmbhatt of court no. 10 of
Meghaninagar complex for issuing
bailable warrants against the
President, Chief Justice of India, a
sitting judge of the Supreme Court
and a former president of its the
bar association.

A Zee cameraman and reporter
were today attacked in the
Meghaninagar court complex by a
group of advocates. The
cameraman, Subodh Vyas, was
injured and his camera was burnt.
Some other journalists were also
manhandled. — SNS

before it by petitioner should be
handed over to the CBI for the
inquiry. “However, this doesn’t
preclude the High Court from
taking disciplinary action against
the judicial officer involved in
the matter,” the court said.

The court examined the tran-
slated version of the documents
relating to the order in detail
and heard Mr Salve before issu-
ing the directions.

Making his submissions, Mr
Salve drew the court’s attention
to the purported complaint,
under Sections 406 and 420 of

,dent',

the IPC, Wthh formed thg basis
of the warrants and the pur-
ported evidence of a wmless
recorded in the case. >
He said the complaint “pur-
ported to relate to the alleged
failure of the four persons,
against whom the warrants
were issued, to deliver gold
despite taking méney for it.
“The four not only did .not
deliver the gold but threatened
to kill me,” Mr Salve said quot-

"ing the complamt registered by

one Suresh Jethalal Sanghv1
“This is ludicrous,” Mr Salve
told the court. He also handed
over the original reteipts of all
the documents relating®to the
judicial order and the video cas-
settes of the sting operation.
The Chief Justice expressed
concern over the fact that these
things had been continuing in
Gujarat for quite some time and
there were no checks on it.
“Look at what is happening....
Time has come to become strict,
otherwise nothing will remain.”
He also sought the attorney-
general’s suggestions on safe-
guards to check this menace. Mr
Soli Sorabjee, accepting the
notices on behalf of the Union,
expressed concern over the
problem and agreed to come up
with suggestions on how to deal
with the problem on 6 February.



Cash-for-MLA
case: Jogi son
grilled by CBI

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, January 21

THE CBI on Wednesday
questioned Amit Jogi, son of
former Chhattisgrah Chief
Minister Ajit Jogi, in con-
nection with the cash- for-
MLAs case. The CBI had
also questioned the former
CM on Saturday in the same
case.

The CBI has registered a
case under the Prevention of
Corruption Act and crimi-
nal conspiracy against Jogi,
his son and the defected BJP i o
MP PR. Khunte. ] P

The Central Bureau of In-  Amit Jogi, son of former Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Ajit Jogi,
vestigation had issued no- arrives at the CBI headquarters in New Dethi on Wednesday.
ticed to Amit on two ocea-
sions earlier but he failed to
turn up. Amit was ques-
tioned for more than three
hours by the CBI's Special
Crime division.

Sources said the CBI
could again summon Jogi
and his son as they required
some more details on other
aspects.

The CBI has also taken a
voice sample and finger
prints of Jogi.

Finger prints of Amit
were also taken on Wednes-
day after the questioning.

Amit, CBI sources added,
was also guestioned about
the funding of the amount
worth nearly Rs 40 lakh that
was paid to Chhattisgarh
BJP MLA Virendra Pandey
and MP Baliram Bhagat al-
legedly by Jogi and his son
to engineer a defection in
the BJP legislature party.

Initially, the case was reg-
istered by the Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau of the Raipur
Police but was subsequently

transferred to the CBI.
£ "M “
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"Sameer Bhujbal to face SIT today

G Times NEws NETWORK
1“1y \" vl
bai: Sameer Bhujbal, nephew
of former deputy chief minister
Chhagan Bhujbal, arrived in Mum-
bai on Sunday evening.

He will present himself before
the special investigation team (SIT)
probing the multi-crore fake stamp
scam at its Worli office at 11 a.m. on
Monday morning, said senior coun-
sel PR. Vakil, who has been en-
gaged by Mr Bhujbal in the matter.

The SIT summoned Mr Bhujbal
after its interrogation of senior
Mumbai police officials revealed a
big transfer racket in the home
ministry, which was headed by his
uncle until recently.

3N

THE TIMES OF INDIA

Investlgatlons revealed that the
scam’s kingpin Abdul Karim Telgi
had allegedly influenced some sen-
ior police and Mantralaya officials
to get a few police officials trans-
ferred out of Mumbali.

Mr Sameer Bhujbal will also be
questioned for his alleged proximi-
ty to certain Mumbai crime branch
officers as well as NCP party work-
er Antim Totla. Totla’s interroga-
tion recently suggested that his
petrochemical business that he ran
along with his brother-in-law,
Prakash Jagate, could have been
funded by Telgi.

The SIT had twice summoned
Mr Bhujbal, but he had failed to
make an appearance. The first

summons was on on January 5 in
connection with the probe. Howev-
er, he sent a reply through his ad-
vocate Pervez Rustom Khan, ask-
ing for time until January 19.

The SIT, however, gave him a
Janaury 14 deadline, saying his
presence was crucial for early com-
pletion of the probe into the scam.
Mr Bhujbal once again failed to
keep this appointment with the SIT
on the designated day.

However, on Saturday, Mr Kkhan
sent a fax to the SIT, informing
them that Mr Bhujbal would final-
ly arrive in the city on Sunday and
appear before the investigating
team at the SIT’s Worli office on
Monday morning.

"JANm




"More stame

Rajnish Sharma and
“Archis Mohan
" New Delhi, January 10

IN A move aimed at detect-
-ing the entire network of
. “Abdul Karim Telgi in the
capital, Delhi Police on Fri-

day transferred two more
crucial cases to the CBIL The
total seizure in the two cases,
registered at Daryaganj and
Hauz Khas police stations,
was more than Rs 200 crore.

The cases will be investi-
gated by the agency’s Eco-
nomic Offences Wing, which
is also investigating the case
registered in connection
with the security breach at
the Indian Security Press,
Nashik. The CBI has al-
ready arrested 10 officials of
the ISP and Railway Protec-
tion Force in connection
with this case.

Sources said the request
for the transfer of cases was
forwarded by Delhi Police,
which, in the past, had sent
a similar case registered

Abdul Karim Telgi

with the Kalkaji police sta-
tion to the CBI. it is suspect-
ed that Telgi, who had been
operating in the capital
since 1994, had an organised
network dealing in fake
stamps and revenue papers.
It is suspected that Telgi had
a weekly income of Rs 20
lakh from Delhi alone.

Even though the city po-
lice had made significant
progress in the cases, in-

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

es for CBI

\' \\\\\ O,IX‘ ) Lo
e cludmng identifying Telgi’s

eight bank accounts in Del-
hi, the cases have primarily
been transferred in view of
their inter-state ramifica-
tions. ..

City.:police sources said
another reason for the
transfer of the cases was the
recent arrest of Inspector
Puran Singh who was inves-
tigating one of the cases. “In
view of this arrest, there
were allegations that the po-
lice was trying to protect
some more officers who
might be involved in the
scam. The CBI probe will be
totally impartial”, a senior
police official said. )

Police chief R.S. Gupta,
however, has already gone
on record claiming that no
other city police official had
any links with Telgi.
Though negligence by some
of these officials during in-
vestigations has not been
ruled out. Now, only one
case related to Telgi is pend-
ing with Delhi Police.

T1 JAN 2004
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HT Corres :
New Delhi,

appeared to playmg musical
chairs in right earnest, with
Lieutenant-General R.N. Kapur
taking over as Deputy Chief of
the Integrated Defence Staff
(Doctrine, Organisation &
Training).

Lt-Gen. Kapur succeeds Air
Marshal GCS Rajwar in the
IDS set-up, where he’s now one
of the four deputy chiefs, The
other three deputy chiefs, from
different Services, look after
planning, operations, intellige-
nce and doctrine.

All senior-level posts in the
Integrated Defence Staff set-up
are rotated among the three
Services.

The post of Chief of the In-
tegrated Defence Staff has re-
cently gone to the Navy after
the retirement of Lt-Gen. PS.
Joshi, who was the first to oc-
cupy this post.

|
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Sawant in a police vehicle
after his arrest. (PTI)

Shootout
master in
custody

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai, Jan. 8: The man kno-
wn in Mumbai as the “guru of
encounters” has been remanded
in police custody till January 12
after being arrested yesterday on
charges of shielding stamp scam
kingpin Abdul Karim Telgi.

Deputy commissioner of pol- |
ice Pradeep Sawant, who is alleg-
ed to have protected and patron-
ised three corrupt junior officers
with links to Telgi, has been held
under the Maharashtra Control
of Organised Crime Act.

fleuths of the anti-corrup-
tion bureau and the special inve-
stigation team today raided Sa-
want’s residence and office. Two
teams searched his residence in
central Mumbai, while another
searched his office at the special
branch in south Mumbai.

The arrest of Sawant, who
has almost 300 encounter kill-
ings under his belt, by the SIT is
said to have dealt a blow to the
gangs of Chhota Rajan, Chhota
Shakeel, Abu Salem and Arun
Gawli and sent shockwaves
through police circles.

However, governor Moham-
mad Fazal said in Nagpur that
the “real puppeteers still remai-
ned under cover”. Fazal has oft-
en spoken publicly about the
need to unmask those who actu-
ally played the tune to which Tel-
gi danced. “Only puppets have
been arrested till now and the :
real puppeteers are still at
large,” Fazal said.

The governor has been a voci-
ferous supporter of a CBI inqui-
ry into the scam. A group of po-
licemen probing their own col-
leagues cannot do justice to the
case, he said. “It has to be investi-
gated by an independent agen-
cy,” he has argued. Fazal had ear-
lier sent a couple of letters to.ch-
ief minister Sushil Kumar Shi-

1de and asked for a CBI probe.

Fazal’s remarks have irrita-

'd policemen and politicians.
The governor is well respected
1t the SIT is doing its job and
ch remarks by a dignitary will
ly bring down the morale of
police force,” said a senior

‘ce officer.
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| BJP demands arrest

of Roshan

Bangalore: The BJP on Wednes-
day demanded the immediate ar-
rest of former Karnataka minis-
ter R. Roshan Baig for his al-
leged involvement in the multi-
crore stamp-paper scam.

It also demanded impounding
of passport, confiscation of
property and seizure of bank ac-
counts of Baig, who resigned on
Sunday following the allegations
against him.

Participating in a debate after
speaker M.V. Venkatappa disal-
lowed an adjournment motion
moved on the issue by opposition
parties, BJP leader Jagadish
Shettar said there were lapses on
the part of chief minister S.M.
Krishna and home minister M.,
Mallikarjun Kharge in handling
the case.

He said criminal cases should
have been slapped against Baig
and he should have been arrest-
ed two years ago after one of the
scam accused, Mohammed
Ahmed Salik, revealed his
(Baig’s) involvement during a
polygraph test.

Shettar questioned the delay
by the state in handing over the
probe to the CBI and its failure
even now to notify its decision to
refer the matter to the CBL

He wanted the government
to reveal the amount of funds
that went into the Reach Foun-
dation headed by Baig and its
sources.

All India Progressive Janata
Dal’s B. Somashekhar, however,
asked why Baig was being made

Baig o

the scapegoat as the revenue
portfolio was being handled by

some other minister. He de-:
manded that the government :

make public the names of minis-
ters involved in the scam.

and JD-S moved an adjourn-
Sindhia

(JD-S) and

CBI seeks Telgi’s warrant

TiMes NEws NETWORK anD PTI ( @ \ \

Ahmedabad: The Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI), probing the multi-crore fake stamp
paper scam, on Wednesday applied for a warrant
to produce kingpin Abdul Karim Telgi at a local
court here, prosecution sources said.

The CBI filed an application to secure the pro-
duction warrant before chief metropolitan mag-

i istrate N.B. Raneksha as the court had earler
i said that Telgi could be produced on or before
Earlier, the BJP, AIPJD, JD-U i

January 7 by the agency probing the fake stamp

¢ paper case registered here.
ment motion seeking discussion i
on the issue. When the house :
met for the day, Shettar, PG.R.
So-:
mashekhar wanted the speaker :

CBI counsel Abdul Rashid Shaikh said Telgi
could not be produced before the city magistate on
Wednesday as the Karnataka government has in-
voked section 268 crpc against him, prohibiting
his removal from the Bangalore central jail. When

to suspend the
question  hour
and permit de-
bate.

Intervening
in the matter,
home minister
Kharge said the
government was
prepared for a
full-fledged de-
bate and it was T
left to the discre-
tion of the chair to decide un-
der which rule it should be tak-
en up.

Venkatappa ruled that he had
disallowed the adjournment mo-
tion and converted it under Rule
69 (matters of public impor-
tance).

Intervening during the dis-

cussion, minister for Indian sys-
tem of medicine Nafeeza Fazal
alleged that the Centre was re-

to accuse the Karnataka govern-
ment. pn

contacted, the chief jailor of Ban-
galore jail, Kariappa, told TNN,
“We have orders from the Kar-
nataka government not to move
Telgi out of the jail premises, so
there is no question of bringing
him to Gujarat”. This order came
in February 2003, he added.

Shaikh however, said he was
' hopeful that Telgi would be pro-
duced here some time in March.
No advocate appeared on behelf
of Telgi.

Telgi’s name cropped up in the case here after
the CBI had busted a fake stamp paper racket
that was being carried out from a private resi-
dence in Ghatlodia area. It was allegedly being
run by Sabbir Ahmed Mustak Shaikh, Khalid
Shaikh Badani and Sadik Ibrahim Hudli who are
all in judicial custody in Karnataka.

Interestingly, the Karnataka government has
already announced that it would hand over their
Telgi-related cases to the CBI. “However, there

: has been no official communique on this yet”,
i said a CBI sourge.

sponsible for the scam as the In- :
dian Security Press was under ;
its control and it was not correct :

The CBI currently has five cases pertaining to
fake stamps and’'stamp paper scams in their
purview of which the ones registered in Nashik

i and Gujarat were alleged to have a Telgi link, ac-
i cording to sources.
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‘Vigilance pane] ;1:9 ' pr‘(\{clge
anonymous complaints

Jan. 4. — Another Satyen-
dra Dubey may not need
to divuige his identity and
risk retribution. If he has
got his facts right, he can
send an anonymous com-
plaint to the CVC or vigi-
lance officers and expect
them to act on the com-
- plaint.

The Central Vigilance
Commission has made ex-
ceptions to the “Trash
anonymous complaints
rule” that enable the CVC
and government depart-
ments to investigate verifi-
able facts in anonymous
and pseudonymous com-
plaints. The Dubey case
— he is alleged to have
been killed because the
government did not keep
his identity a secret —
however, did not prompt
the CVC to change its
mind.

As the then central vigi-
lance commissioner Mr N
Vittal had developed a
distaste for anonymous
and pseudonymous com-

plaints that were often
made to harass honest of-
ficials and issued a direc-
tive in 1999 that barred
the government from in-
vestigating such com-
plaints. In January last
year, the CVC reiterated
this instruction, pointing
to instances of some or-
ganisations investigating
such complaints on the

.plea that the allegations

were verifiable,

“The instruction of the
commission does not per-
mit this line of action... It
is hereby reiterated that,
under no circumstance,
should any investigation
be commenced or action
initiated on anonymous/
pseudonymous com-
plaints: these should be
invariably filed,” a direc-
tive issued by the commis-
sion in January 2002 said.
A change in guard at the
commission in September
last year — Mr P Shankar
replaced Mr N Vittal as
the central vigilance com-
missioner and two new
faces, Mr HS Dora and
Mr Janaki Vallab, joined
as vigilance commission-
ers — is possible responsi-
ble for the change in
stand.

In a directive to all chief
vigilance officers in Sep-
tember — three months
before Dubey was killed
— the CVC said that once
it sought a report on a
complaint, departments
and organisations “should
treat it as a signed com-
plaint though on the face

of it the complaint may be
anonymous or pseudony-
mous”. Clarifications, if
required, could be ob-
tained from the complai-
nant as part of the inquiry
into the matter, the office
order said.

The ground, though,
was set in Octobe¥, last
year when the CVCfirst
lifted the ban on ggvern-
ment departments investi-
gating anonymous com-
plaints on the condition
that it took the CVC’s
concurrence.

“The Commission... re-
iterates that no action is to
be taken by the depart-
ments/ organisations, as a
general rule, on anony-
mous/ pseudonymous
complaints received by
them. However, if any
department/ organisation
proposes to look into any
verifiable facts alleged in
such complaints, it may re-
fer the matter to the Com-
mission seeking its concur-
rence through the CVO or
head of the organisation,
irrespective of the level of
employees involved there-
in,” the commission said in
its 11 October 2002 direc-
tive.

The fresh directive is-
sued in September this
year took this reversal a
step forward, making it
clear that the new CVC
was not averse to getting
anonymous and pseudony-
mous complaints investi-
gated if it appeared that
the contents of the lettel
exposed corruption.
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BANGALORE, Jan. 4, — Kar-
nataka’s minister for small scale
industries Mr Roshan Beg today
submitted his resignation to
chief minister Mr SM Krishna
following allegations about his
involvement in the fake stamp
paper scam. The resignation
comes 24 hours before the com-
mencement of the Assembly
session.

Confusion, however, prevails
over the resignation with top
confirming it and Karnataka
Pradesh Congress Committee
chief Mr Janardan Poojary as-
serting otherwise. At a hurriedly
convened press meet, he insis-
ted that Mr Beg had not put in
his papers yet. When contacted
again, government officials reit-
erated that Mr Beg had, indeed,
submitted his resignation to the
chief minister this morning,.

The state BJP had alleged Mr
Beg’s involvement with Abdul
‘Telgi, the main scam accused.
Also, the surrender and subse-
quent arrest of the minister’s
brother, Rehan Beg, by the spe-
cial investigation team on 21
December had given the Oppo-
sition enough reason to come
down heavily on the govern-
ment.

_g

Tl

\)hh.r

;

STAT:

Telgi kin remand

PUNE, Jan. 4. — Tabrez Telgi,

nephew of Abdul Karim Telgi, the ‘

prime accused in the mufti-crore.
fake stamp paper rackst, arrested

in connection with the case, was to--

day produced before the hotiday‘ '
court which ramanded him o po
custody till January 18, Pressing
his police cust
prosecutor Raja Thakre said Tabrez
was a proclaimed offender whose
custodial interrogation wouid';
vitel information. — PTI

Ever since Telgi was arrested
by state Stampit from Ajmer on
7 November 2001, Mr Roshan
Beg’s name had been cropping
up in relation to the scam.
Though the minister had vehe-
mently denied the charges in-
cluding issuing a denial in the
Assembly, the Opposition re-
mained unconvinced.

Incidentally, the minister’s de-
cision to submit his resignation
comes barely a week after the
Krishna government, affecting a
volte face, decided to hand over
the stamp paper scam probe to
the CBI. Earlier, the Congress
government had been resisting
such a move, maintaining the
state police was competent
enough to handle the probe.
With the government suddenly
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.. Karnataka minister
X
ﬁlts over stamp scam

changing its stance, it was but
common knowledge that Mr
Krishna’s next step would be to
seek Mr Beg’s resignation. The
resignation letter, at the time of
filing this report, was yet to be
forwarded to the Governor.

An official source, however,
said that Mr Krishna had ob-
tained the resignation letter as
early as last week, anticipating
an Opposition onslaught in the
Assembly. The chief minister’s
move to seek Mr Beg’s resigna-
tion, on the direction of the
Congress New Delhi brass, was
brought about by the arrest of
his brother Rehan Beg. Though
Rehan Beg has been denying his
involvement in the scam or asso-
ciation with Telgi, Mr R Sri Ku-
mar, additional director general
of police and in charge of the
Stampit told The Statesman “we
have evidence to prove his in-
volvement with Telgi.”

The state BJP yesterday re-
leased what it claimed to be evi-
dence to prove the involvement
of Roshan Beg in the scam. Re-
leasing a report, purported to
be from the Forensic Sciences
Lab, the party claimed that
polygraph tests on Mohammed
Salik, one of the scam accused,
had proved that the minister
was In regular ‘contact with
Telgi.
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