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Foiled Viktor moves

against poll

Kiev, Dec. 29 (Reuters): De-
feated Ukrainian presidential
candidate Viktor Yanukovich
pulled out of a cabinet meet-
ing today under pressure from
his liberal opponent, but tried
to keep a toehold on power by
contesting the election result.

Yanukovich — clinging to
his Prime Minister’s post by a
technicality — has refused to
concede defeat in Sunday’s re-
run presidential election. But
the West-leaning winner, Vik-
tor Yushchenko, has pledged
that the cabinet he still leads
will not be allowed to meet.

The government initially
cancelled a meeting at its
headquarters after
Yushchenko’s supporters
massed to keep Yanukovich
out. “We will not let
Yanukovich in. He will not be
able to conduct a meeting,”
one of the organisers said. It
then moved its session to an-
other part of the capital, but
the embattied Premier stayed
away, according to Vitaly
Lukyanenko, press secretary
for finance minister Mykola
Azarov.

Instead Yanukovich, who
has vowed never to acknowl-
edge his rival’s victory, lodged
complaints with the election
commission ard the Supreme
Court alleging violations in

3
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Opposition supporters at a blockade of the

government headquarters in Kiev. (AFP)

Sunday’s ballot. Parliament
sacked Yanukovich as head of
the government early this
month, shortly after an elec-
tion run-off won by him was
annulled as fraudulent.

But the outgoing Presi-
dent, Leonid Kuchma, never
signed a final decree. although
on election day he said the
loser should concede within
two days.

Official confirmation of
the result of the re-run could

take several days, but the pre-
liminary full count gave
Yushchenko 51.99 per cent to
the Premier’s 44.19 per cent.

A spokeswoman for the
Central Election Commission
said it had received the com-
plaint late yesterday listing vi-
olations of election law in all
of Ukraine’s 225 electoral dis-
tricts. The civil chamber of
the Supreme Court had al-

ready begpn considering
Yatnu}/z{vy)sl complaints.
A—A-

. s
victor
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Yushchenko, who wants to
nudge the former Soviet state
towards Europe, told tens of
thousands of supporters last
night that Yanukovich had no
right to remain in office,

“Let me officially declare
there will be no meeting of the
government, this illegal gov-
ernment,” Yushchenko said.
Yanukovich'’s return to work
this week appeared to be a sign
that he hopes to exploit his
sole remaining power base.

Parliament speaker
Volodymyr Lytvyn, a key play-
er in moves to end weeks of
turmoil sparked by the rigged
poll, said the Premier’s contin-
ued presence had “caused in-
dignation for no good reason”,
according to Interfax Ukraine
news agency. Western ob-
servers have praised the poll
but Russia said there had
again been violations.

The Council of Europe, a
human rights watchdog and
one of the few pan-European
organisations of  which
Ukraine is a member, has
urged all sides to accept the
verdict.

Dutch Prime Minister Jan
Peter Balkenende, speaking
for the EU, telephoned
Yushchenko and welcomed
the results, an EU statement
said.




‘Court battle likely

Guardian News Service C/g g
Kiev, December 28

UKRAINE’S BITTER presiden-
tial election took a new twist last
night when the vanquished gov-
ernment candidate, Viktor Yan-
ukovich, refused to accept defeat
and vowed to challenge the vic-
tory of Opposition leader Viktor
Yushchenko.

Yushchenko won the elections
with a whopping two-million vote
lead, election officials said. The
Central Election Commission sa-
id Yushchenko won 51.99 per cent
to Prime Minister Viktor Ya-
nukovych’s 44.19 per cent, accord-
ing to its final preliminary vote

HE
tally. The decisive win, acknowl-
edged by international leaders
and election observers, had seem-
ingly ended a remarkable three-
month struggle for power in Eu-
rope’s largest country  But
Yanukovich said: “I will never
recognise such a defeat, because
the constitution and human
rights were violated in our coun-
try and people died.”

In reference to eight reported
deaths at polling stations, mostly
from natural causes, he added:
“Who will take responsibility for
these lives?” He said he would
take almost 5,000 complaints to
the supreme court. Asked if he
would consider going into Oppo-

again 'yiev
g% I

sition, he replied: “In the first
place, I didn’t lose.”

A court challenge would mimic
the Opposition’s reaction to the
first attempt to hold the presiden-
tial run-off on November 21,
which was riddled with fraud,
provoked huge Opposition protes-
ts and was finally invalidated.

The defiance contrasted with
broad international recognition
of Yushchenko’s victory. The Po-
lish President, Aleksander Kw-
asniewski, offered his congratu-
lations, and the European com-
mission president, Jose Manuel
Barroso, said the vote was “a
good day for Ukraine and for
democracy”.
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A new era for.\
Ukraine, says();
Yushchenko s

OLENA HORODETSKA
KIEV, DECEMBER 27

WESTERN:-leaning Op-
position  leader  Viktor
Yushchenko took an unbeat-
able lead on Monday in
Ukraine’s re-run presidential
election, claiming victory and
hailing the beginning of a new
erain the ex-Soviet republic.

With more than 90 per
cent of Sunday’s ballot
counted, the Central Election
Commission said Yushchenko
had an unassailable lead with
almost 54 per cent of the votes
against just above 42 per cent
for Moscow-backed Prime
Minister Viktor Yanukovich.

The results suggested
Yushchenko, his face disfig-
ured by bumps and spots from
dioxin poisoning which he

Vi 2l
blames on authorities, had
won by abig enough margin to
carry out a major overhaul of
what he sees as years of cor-
rupt government.

“I want to say this is a vic-
tory of the Ukrainian people,
the Ukrainian nation ... today
we became free,” Yushchenko
told reporters at his headquar-
ters in Kiev. The re-run was
forced when the Supreme
Court upheld charges of vote-
rigging ina November 21 elec-
tion that Yanukovich won.

“This is the beginning of a
new epoch, the beginning of
anew great democracy.”

He later addressed tens of
thousands of supporters in In-
dependence Square, where
earlier fireworks had lit up the
skywhen exit polls showed him
aswinning,
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Ukrainians
choose President
o ¢ iImrun-off ..~

KIEV (UKRAINE), DEC. 26. Rival candi-
dates Viktor Yushchenko and Viktor
Yanukovich faced off on Sunday in a
repeat election triggered by a disput-
ed runoff vote and massive protests
that resulted in an unprecedented
third round in Ukraine's fiercely-
waged presidential contest.

The vote is momentous for Uk-
raine, a nation of 48 million people
caught between an eastward-ex-
panding European Union and NA-
TO, and an increasingly assertive
Russia.

The Opposition candidate Yush-
chenko, a former Central Bank chief
and Prime Minister, wants to bring
Ukraine closer to the West, while the
Kremlin-backed Prime Minister Ya-
nukovich emphasises tightening the
Slavic country's ties with Russia as a
means to maintaining stability.

Oresta Stepanchuk, a Kiev teach-
er, said she was casting her ballot for
Mr. Yushchenko ‘‘because he offers
us some prospects, some decent
life.”” Another voter at the same pre-
cinct, Mykola Vladimirov, said he
supported Mr. Yanukovich because
“the others will sell the country to
Americans.

At least we now have a chance to
live as independent people, but with
him [Mr. Yushchenko] we will be no
more than American slaves,” he
said.

Round-the-clock protests

Mr. Yushchenko, whose face re-
mains badly scarred from dioxin poi-
soning he blamed on Ukrainian
authorities, has emerged as the

front-runner, building on the mo-
mentum of round-the-clock protests
that echoed the spirit of the anti-
Communist revolutions that swept
other East European countries in
1989-90.

His backers launched the demon-
strations after Mr. Yanukovich was
named the winner of the disputed
November 21 runoff. The Supreme
Court later annulled the results and
ordered Sunday’s repeat vote — an
unprecedented third round being
monitored by a 12,000 international
observers.

The outgoing President, Leonid
Kuchma, said he cast his ballot hop-
ing the results would stick.

“In my opinion, the one who loses
should call and congratulate the
winner ... and put an end to this pro-
fonged election campaign.”

Tent city

As the polls opened, smoke from
cooking fires rose above one end of
Kiev's stately main avenue, the
Kreshchatyk, where Mr. Yushchenko
supporters have camped out in a
tent city for the five weeks.

“What we did during the last 30
days was a tribute to our ancestors,”
Mr. Yushchenko told reporters after
voting in Kiev’s trade union building.
“I know they are looking at us from
heaven and they are applauding.”

Casting his ballot at a different
Kiev polling station alongside his
wife, Lyudmila, Mr. Yanukovich said:
“1 voted for the future of Ukrainian
people. 1 am waiting for Ukraine to
make the right choice.” — AP
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“Kiey compromise.

From pre5|dent|al to parllamentary syst m

Ukrame s electoral crisis, which Spllt the country down the
middle and threatened to re-ignite the Cold War, appears
to be amicably resolved. The government and opposition ag-
reed to constitutional reforms that were passed by a 402-21 |
margin in parliament, opening the way to a repoll on Decem-
ber 26. It would appear that Prime Minister Viktor Yanuko-
vych expects to lose the repoll, his mentor, outgoing President
Leonid Kuchma, held out for and won substantial dilution of
presidential powers after centralising power in his own hands

and exercised it questionably during his decade-long tenure.

On the other hand Viktor Yushchenko, leader of the opposi-

tion who expects to be President, has made considerable sac-
rifice for the sake of national reconciliation and reassuring
the recalcitrant East which is dominated by the Russians.

|
d

Under the constitutional reforms that he agreed, the Presi-

dent will exercise only a veto power over parliament’s nomin-
ees for prime minister, foreign minister and defence minister.
Other Cabinet ministers will be chosen unilaterally by parlia-
ment. It is fair to say that with the adoption of the reforms,
Ukraine is moving from a presidential system of the type pre-
valent in the USA, to more of a parliamentary system on a
European model. Yushchenko’s coalition ally, Yulia Timo-
shenko, thinks that he got a bad deal and shouldn’t have com-
promised, as the political momentum was with him. The only
saving grace, from his point of view, is that the reforms won’t
kick in till parliamentary elections are held in spring 2006, If
he becomes president now after the repoll, he can choose his
ministers for the interim period. His supporters must be hop-
ing that when 2006 comes around they will sweep parliament,
evenly divided between both sides, putting an end to the
problem of divided authority. Meanwhile Yushchenko will try
to use his ability to compromise to build support in the east-

ern Ukraine, cusrently solidly in Yanukovych’s camp. But fo
now, at leas|
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_ Ukraine poison kiss
v W\ A

Washington, Ded. 10 (Reuters): The wife of
UKkrainian Opposition leader Viktor
Yushchenko said today she tasted poison on
his lips when she kissed him, and blamed the
poisoning for disfiguring her husband's face.

“I thought there was something different
about my husband when he came home that
night — because he has never taken any med-
icine, he’s a very healthy man,” Kateryna
Yushchenko said in an interview on ABC’s
Good Morning America.

“And I tasted some medicine on his breath,
on his lips. And I asked him about it, he
brushed it away, saying there is nothing.”

She said the next day her husband became
ill and eventually was rushed to a hospital.
“We were told that if we had only waited a
few hours, we might have lost him,” Kateryna
Yushchenko said. She did not specify when
the incident occurred.

Viktor Yushchenko fell ill in September
while on the presidential campaign trail and
was flown to Austria for treatment. He later

accused the authorities of trying to kill him
with poison. Speaking from Kiev, the Chica-
go-born Kateryna Yushchenko said her hus-
band’s facial disfigurement increased over a
period of weeks. “It started slowly because
obviously poison hits different parts of your
body at different times, but it’s been coming
out more and more,” she said.

“But doctors assure us that when the poi-
son goes away, his face will return to the way
it looked before. My husband was known as a
very handsome man and I know he’ll look the
same.”

Asked about who might have poisoned her
husband, she replied: “My husband has said
it’s basically the people in power, the people
who don’t want the system to change.”

Moscow-backed Prime Minister Viktor
Yanukovich was declared the winner in the
Ukrainian contest’s November 21 run-off,
sparking street protests in support of
Yushchenko and accusations the government
rigged the election against him.



Ukraine parli
K "to electoral r

, Wﬁt%ﬂd Press

KIEV, Dec. 8. — Ukraine’s parlia-
ment adopted electoral and consti-
tutional changes today in a compro-
mise intended to defuse the nation’s
political crisis, prompting Opposi-
tion leaders to say they would lift a
blockade of government buildings.

The vote came as a surprise after
more than two weeks of political ma-
noeuvring and street protests. It sug-
gested that Opposition leader Mr
Viktor Yushchenko’s camp had de-
termined prolonged unrest could
weaken the country and his own po-
sition ahead of the 26 December re-
run of the presidential election, par-
ticularly in the pro-Russian east of
the country.

The package was approved in a
402-21 vote with 19 abstentions.
Lawmakers stood and cheered as
President Leonid Kuchma signed
the measure.

“QOver the last 100 years, Ukraine
has more than once suffered
through a crisis, but there was always
enough common sense to find a way
out and a decision,” Mr Kuchma
said.

Under the changes, the President
no longer has the power to appoint
his own government, but keeps the
right to reject parliamentary nomi-
nees for the top three positions —
Prime Minijstet, foreign minister and

(,‘S

defence minister. The parliament al-
so earns the right to appoint all oth-
er Cabinet positions without presi-
dential approval.

“This makes it impossible to have
an authoritarian government in Uk-
raine,” said Mr Mikhail Pogrebin-
sky, a Kiev-based political analyst
with close ties to Mr Yanukovych.

To prevent electoral fraud in the
new ballot, restrictions will be
placed on absentee voting.

Mr Yushchenko's supporters had
pushed strongly for the changes, but
had resisted constitutional reforms,
fearing they would weaken the pres-
idency.

They had also cailed for the resig-
nation of Prime Minister Mr Viktor
Yanukovych, who was declared the
winner of the 21 November runoff
which was later annulled by the Su-
preme Court. But Mr Kuchma re-
fused to fire him and he retained his
post after the parliamentary session
ended without taking any action on
the issue.

Ukraine’s Opposition planned to
lift its blockades of government
buildings at 7 p.m. (§ p.m. GMT) to-
day, Socialist Party leader Oleksandr
Moroz said.

As word about the decisign
spread, demonstrators — exhausted
after spending two weeks in the
streets in the freezing Ukrainian
winter, expressed relief.

After sighing }he text, Mr Kuchma

™ ST4 TR‘M»’W

ament nod

forms

PreSIdent Leomd Kuchma signs a document
during the Ukrainian parliament's emergency
session in Kiev on Wednesday. — AFP

shook hands with parliament Speak-
er Mr Volodymyr Lytvyn and thc
deputy Speakers.

“We didn’t go beyond the limits
and didn’t fall over the precipice,”
Mr Lytvyn said. “I hope that after
this decision, the situation will stabi-
lise.”

Lawmakers also began to reshuf-
fle the Central Election Commis-
sion, voting to oust its head, Mr Ser-
hiy Kivalov. The vote was 146-129. A
decision to nominate him again was
met with shouts of “Shame!” by
Yushchenko supporters. s
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(:}%By Vladimir Radyuhin ,(\Q ’

MOSCOW, DEC. 8. Ukraine's Par-
liament on Wednesday ap-
proved a package of bills to
defuse a post-election crisis that
has gripped the post-Soviet re-
public for over two weeks.

Verhovna Rada overwhelm-
ingly endorsed a constitutional
reform to trim presidential
powers and amendments to the
electoral law to prevent the kind
of fraud that ruined a close
presidential race last month
and provoked a full-fledged po-
litical crisis.

The power reform effectively
transforms Ukraine from a pres-
idential to a parliamentary re-
public. It transfers power to
appoint all top posts except for
the Prime Minister, Defence
and Foreign Ministers from the
President to Parliament. Even
then the Parliament has a key
say in choosing Prime Minister
as the President nominates a
candidate for the post after con-
sultations with the parliamen-

0 9 DEC 2004

\

tary parties.c\l' e President’s
candidates for thé Defence and
Foreign Ministers also need to
be approved by legislators.

Package deal

The Opposition led by the
former Prime Minister, Viktor
Yushchenko, lifted its objec-
tions to supporting changes in
the Constitution after the out-
going President, Leonid Kuch-
ma, agreed to sack the
Prosecutor-General and over-
haul the Central Election Com-
mission. The Opposition also
won a nine-month delay for the
power reform, which will be-
come effective from September
1, 2005.

The package deal clears the
way to a re-run of the second-
round runoff between Mr.
Yushchenko and the Prime
Minister, Viktor Yanukovich,
whose victory in the Nov. 21
vote was overturned by the Su-
preme Court last week.

It is yet to be seen whether
the compromise achieved in

™ i,

~Ukraine Parl\'%ament\/ cks reforms

Kiev today will help douse sep-
aratist tendencies in the pro-
Russian south-eastern regions
which threatened to vote for au-
tonomy if the pro-Western Op-
position  leader  becomes
President. Russia, which backed
Mr. Yanukovich in the presiden-
tial poll, accused the West of in-
terfering in the crisis by using
double standards in election
monitoring and bringing pres- |
sure on the Supreme Court and
the Government.

The NATO military alliance 1
today postponed ministerial
talks with Ukraine until a “legit-
imate government” is in place
in Kiev, an official said.

Russian prosecutors today re-
confirmed an arrest warrant is-
sued through Interpol for Mr.
Yushchenko’s right-hand ally,
Yulia Timoshenko. She is ac-
cused of swindling the Russian
Defence Ministry of hundreds
of millions of dollars when she
was Deputy Prime Minister in
Ukraine’s Cabinet headed by
Mr. Yushchenko in 1999-2001.
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“P'll accept the will

of Ukrainians: Putin

4
~ By C J Chivers
W 1 4 © U ¢

Moscow Russian President Vladimir Putin on
Monday adjusted his hard-line
position on the presidential elec-
tion in Ukraine, saying that he
would accept the choice of the
Ukrainian people and would
work with whichever candidate
wins the second run-off election,
now scheduled for December 26.

3 Putin effectively conceded that
his unequlvocal choice for the Ukrainian presi-
dency, Prime Minister Viktor F Yanukovich,
might not prevail in the repeat vote, leaving him
few options but to accept a victory by the oppo-
sition candidate, Viktor A Yushchenko. (g%

re-

In acknowledging that possibility,
eased away from statements he had made
cent weeks that had left him in the awkwardly
isolated position of supporting a candidate
whose campaign was marred by fraud, and
whose personal history includes convictions for
violent crime. But beyond that tacit acknowl-
edgement, Putin gave little ground. He openly
grumbled about the new direction of Ukrainian
political affairs. He suggested that the pro-
democracy demonstrations and other events in
Kiev, Ukraine’s capital, which led to the
Supreme Court’s nullification Yanukovich’s
victory, set a dangerous precedent and demon-
strated the ills of a rambunctious democracy.

The political crisis in Ukraine, which has
deadlocked the nation of 48 million for more
than two weeks, has become a political chal-
lenge for Putin. It is an issue in which he has
invested his personal stature, and it has ex-
posed some of the limits of both his power
and, his critics have said, his judgment.

The realisation in Moscow that Ukraine is
moving in ways the Kremlin did not anticipate
has ignited a round of especially strident state-
ments from Russia’s political elite, as well as
sustained hand-wringing on news pro-
grammes and in NeWSPapers. NYT News Service
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“Vote on

Kiev: Ukraine’s Central
Electoral Commission on
Saturday set December 26 as
the date for a new run-off
presidential election after
the Supreme Court an-
nulled the disputed Novem-
ber 21 poll and ordered a
new ballot.

Parliament must now en-
dorse the decision, which
must then be
signed into
effect by out- §
going presi-
dent Leonid
Kuchma.

The an-
nouncement
came shortly Yanukovich
after pro-Rus-
sia Prime Minister Viktor
Yanukovich said he would
stand in the new run-off

- against pro-western opposi-
tion leader Viktor
Yushchenko  after  the
Supreme Court stripped
Yanukovich of victory in the
earlier poll. “I am certain
that the Supreme Court’s de-
cision is a violation of the
UKrainian constitution and
that it was taken under pres-
sure from the street,” he
said in a statement distrib-
uted to journalists.
“Without any doubt, I
have no other choice but to

kraine run-off

Dec 26

run again and to win,”
added Yanukovich.
Yesterday, the Supreme
Court agreed with an appeal
by the opposition that resulis
from the previous election,
which showed Yanukovich
winning over Yushchenko by
some one million votes,
should be annulled because of
fraud and ordered a new poll.
The Euro-
pean Union
has wel-
comed the
Ukraine
Supreme
Court’s deci-
sion to annul
the results of
a  contested
presidential election and or-
der a new vote, saying it
hoped the ruling would lead to
aswift resolution of the crisis.
“lappeal to all parties and
institutions in Ukraine to
fully cooperate in the imple-
mentation of the decision of
the court with a view to
holding free, fair and trans-
parent elections,” EU for-
eign policy chief Javier
Solana said.
The US also welcomed the™
decision by Ukraine’s
Supreme Court to :};n)xl the

Yushchenko

bitterly disputed pypésiden-
tial election. ase

v
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 Ukraine’s top

election'Grisis
N\
Kiev: Ukraine’s top court
met on Monday to tiy to re-
solve an election crisis that
threatens to split the country,
but said it could take days to
issue aruling in a case thatis
also chilling relations be-
tween the West and Russia.
Legal experts said the
supreme court was unlikely
to be able to satisfy either
side in the bitter dispute over
whether Prime Minister Vik-
tor Yanukovich won the Nov
21 presidential election by
fraud, as alleged by his oppo-
nent Viktor Yushchenko.
“Examining the case could

Supporters of Viktor
Yushchenko hold a rally in
Kiev demanding a repoll

take anywhere from a few
hours to several days, de-
pending on how many repre-
sentatives each side puts for-
ward and the nature of their
statements,” court press sec-
retary Liana Shlyaposhniko-
va told reporters just before
the hearing started.

The westward-leaning
Yushchenko wants  his
Moscow-backed rival’s victo-
ry annulled and a new vote to
be held on Dec 12. Thousands
of Yushchenko supporters
massed outside the court in
the morning, chanting
“Truth” and “Yushchenko”.

The court, Ukraine’s high-
est legal body, consists of
about 100 judges. Some 21
will sit for this case, their
names Kkept secret until the
last minute to guard against
pressure on them.

The campaign chief of
Yanukovich resigned on
Monday, saying a re-run of
the disputed presidential
vote would be the best solu-
tion to the country’s political
crisis. “The best solution to
resolve the situation would
be holding a re-run of the
vote as quickly as possible,”
Serhiy Tigipko told re-
pOrters. agencies
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HE POLITICAL' crisis in Uk-

raine has pitted Russia

against the West in the fierce-

st battle yet for influence in
the former Soviet Union. In a crucial
presidential poll in Ukraine this
month Moscow threw its weight be-
hind the Prime Minister, Viktor Yanu-
kovich, who favours closer ties with
Russia, while the United States and
the European Union backed the pro-
Western Opposition leader, Viktor
Yushchenko. The pro-Russian candi-
date was declared winner in the No-
vember 21 runoff with a three per
cent margin, but the Opposition re-
fused to concede defeat alleging mass
vote rigging, and organised large-
scale student protests in the capital
Kiev that paralysed the government
machine. After a week of rallies by
supporters of the two presidential
contenders, Ukraine’s Parliament in-
tervened to condemn election viola-
tions and to call for cancelling the
poll result to pave the way to a new
election. The dispute has now moved
to the Supreme Court, which on
Monday began to look into charges of
election fraud.

The stakes for Russia in the stand-
off are enormous. The Opposition
candidate is committed to taking Uk-
raine into NATO and the European
Union. If Ukraine is pulled into the
Western orbit, Russia may soon find
American.  nuclear  submarines
moored next to its southern fleet base
in Ukraine's Sevastopol in the Black
Sea. Its plan to build a viable free-
trade union among the former Soviet
republics will also suffer a setback.

The Russian President, Vladimir
Putin, travelled six times to Ukraine
in recent months to demonstrate his
support for the Government candi-
date. In the run-up to the crucial
vote, he ordered an easing of travel
rules for millions of Ukrainian work-
ers in Russia and promised to push
for dual citizenship between the two
countries. Mr. Putin was the first for-
eign leader to congratulate Mr. Yanu-
kovich on his election victory. It is
Russia’s new assertiveness and resur-
gent power in the former Soviet
Union that the West is trying to stop
in Ukraine. .

“Ukraine is a crucial test of the
changing geopolitics in Eurasia,”
Ariel Cohen of the U.S. Heritage
Foundation, a think-tank of neo-
Conservatives in the Republican Ad-
ministration in Washington, wrote
last week. “It is a large-scale trial run
— of Russia re-establishing control in
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By Vladimir Radyuhin

By winning over Ukraine the West hopes to
provoke a domino effect of regime change
in other ex-Soviet states.

the former empire and expanding its
access to the Black Sea and South-
Eastern Europe.”

By winning over Ukraine the West
hopes to redraw the political map of
the former Soviet Union, provoke a
domino effect of regime change in
other ex-Soviet states and wrest
neighbouring Moldova and Belarus,
as well as the Caucasus and Central
Asia from the Russian orbit. Experts
warn that Russia itself may become
the next target.

“The West has turned Ukra -2 into
a giant test ground for technolugies of
toppling the Government in Russia,”
said Gleb Pavlovsky, a Kremlin-linked
political consultant who worked for
the pro-Moscow candidate in Uk-
raine’s election.

The U.S. hand in Ukraine’s elec-
tion was all too obvious. The money
and expertise provided by the U.S.
Freedom House, Soros Foundation,
and other consultancies went to pre-
pare a “chestnut revolution” in Uk-
raine. It was modelled after the “rose
revolution” in Georgia that brought a
pro-U.S. leader to power a year ago,
and a student revolt in Serbia that
toppled the President, Slobodan Mi-
losevic, in 2000. Student movements
were the driving force in all these re-
gime change campaigns — Otpor in
Serbia, Khmara in Georgia and Pora
in Ukraine. Exit polls paid for from
American and other Western funds
sparked off mass protests by showing
an improbably big lead for the Oppo-
sition candidate.

The Opposition has succeeded in
projecting the election as a choice be-
tween democracy and corrupt oligar-
chic rule. This struck an enthusiastic
cord with millions of Ukrainians,
above all students and intellectuals,
and obscured the fact that the Ukrai-
nian vote was more a fight between
rival business clans who earned their
fortunes during the crime-ridden
post-Soviet privatisation. The “demo-
cratic” contender, Mr. Yushchenko,
served as Prime Minister in 2001-
2002, and both he and the current
Premier, Mr.Yanukovich, were ap-
pointed by one and the same Presi-
dent, Leonid  Kuchma. The
Opposition team also includes anoth-
er former Prime Minister, Anatoly Ki-
nakh, and half a dozen former

by

Deputy Premiers.

The U.S. attempt to tear Ukraine
from Russia has aggravated a deep
split that has always existed in Uk-
raine between the industrialised
southeast and agricultural west. The
southeast voted heavily for Mr. Yanu-
kovich, who hails from Donetsk, Uk-
raine’s industrial powerhouse, and
central and western Ukraine backed
Mr. Yushchenko. While the south-
eastern provinces of Ukraine have
been part of Russia and later the Sovi-
et Union for 350 years, western Uk-
rainians were under Polish and
Austro-Hungarian rule for long
stretches of history. Half of Ukraine’s
48-million population lives in the
east, speaks Russian and has Russian
cultural and religious roots, while in
the west many do not know a word of
Russian and have a deeply ingrained
suspicion of “imperial” Russia.

After several western regions said
they would only recognise Mr. Yush-
chenko as their President, eastern
provinces threatened to set up an
“autonomy,” fanning fears of a parti-
tion of Ukraine. Delegates from 17
Russian-speaking regions, which
generate 80 per cent of the country’s
GDP, met in emergency congress on
Sunday to form a coordination coun-
cil to prepare “adequate action” if Mr.
Yushchenko is declared President.

Russian analysts think that Uk-
raine may indeed break up.

“Ukraine as a sovereign state has
existed for the past 13 years only,”
says Mr. Roy Medvedev, a historian.
“The process of nation-building only
started when Ukraine became a con-
stituent republic within the Soviet
Union and it was far from complete
when the Soviet Union fell apart in
1991.”

For all Western interference, it is
Mr. Kuchma who bears the main re-
sponsibility for the election crisis in
Ukraine. While an Opposition victory
could spell disaster for the Kuchma
clan (his son-in-law, Viktor Pinchuk,
is one of the wealthiest Ukrainian oli-
garchs), the President did precious
little to promote a credible alterna-
tive to Mr. Yushchenko. Even though
Mr. Kuchma could choose from halfa
dozen popular and loyal politicians
as his successor he picked Mr. Yanu-
kovich whose two convictions for

e battle for Ukraine

theft and assault as a teenager made
him an easy target for the Opposition.

Mr. Kuchma's plan was to under-
take a constitutional reform that
would give Parliament, instead of the
President, the authority to appoint
the Prime Minister. He hoped a weak
government challenger to the charis-
matic Opposition candidate in the
presidential race would persuade un-
decided deputies among Yushchenko
opponents to support his power re-
form bill. However, the plan was
stalled as many legislators suspected
Mr. Kuchma of trying to prolong his
10-year rule by moving from the Pres-
ident’s to the Prime Minister’s office.

The political crisis in Ukraine has
made constitutional reform inevita-
ble. An emergency session of Parlia-
ment called at the weekend to discuss
the crisis decided to reopen the re-
form debate next month. The elec-
tion has revealed so deep a split
between Ukraine’s east and west that
a President backed by one part of the
country can hardly be acceptable to
the other. However, a compromise
will be easier to strike if Ukraine be-
comes a parliamentary, rather than a
presidential, republic.

Today in Ukraine, as in Russia, the
President is omnipotent. He can ap-
point and sack the Prime Minister
and other Ministers and has direct
control over the so-called “power
ministries” — Defence, Interior, For-
eign, and the security service. If the
power is redistributed from the Presi-
dent to Parliament, where each re-
gion has a fair share of votes,
conflicting interests of different terri-
tories and pressure groups can be
better articulated and reconciled.

However, this may not be enough
to preserve the territorial integrity of
the country and douse the separatist
fires set off by the election contro-
versy. It may be necessary to recon-
stitute Ukraine from a unitary to a
federative state, giving more eco-
nomic and legislative rights to re-
gions.

Whatever the outcome of the cur-
rent standoff, the next President will
have far less room for manoeuvre and
in any case will not be able to drasti-
cally change the tack of Ukraine’s for-
eign policy from the East to the West.
Ukraine will continue to depend on
Russian energy supplies and on the
Russian market for its industrial and
agricultural produce. And no Ukrai-
nian leader can afford to ignore the
interests of the Russian-speaking half
of the population.
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Let us hold fresh polls,
: w/\\\ says Kuchma

KIEV, Nov. 29.
Outgomg President Mr
Leonid Kuchma said today
that repeating last week’s
disputed presidential elec-
tion might be the only way
out of a crisis that has
badly split Ukraine, the
Interfax reported.

“If we really want to pre-
serve peace and accord, if
we really want to build a
democratic state ... let’s
hold new elections,” Mr
Kuchma was quoted as
saying. He added that
Ukraine needs a “legiti-
mate President”. Mr Kuc-
hma, who has backed Mr
Viktor Yanukovych, had
previously spoken of com-
promise, but today’s state-
ment amounted to a dra-
matic boost for Oppo-
sition chief Mr Viktor
Yushchenko, who says the
vote was rigged and has
demanded a repeat.

It came as the country’s
Supreme Court convened
to consider Opposition
requests to invalidate the
election because of fraud
— after eight days of
demonstrations by hun-
dreds of thousands of
Yushchenko supporters
braving snow and freezing
cold to blockade govern-
ment buildings and try to
bring government to a
halt.

Under Ukrainian legisla-
tion, the court cannot rule
on the overall results but
can declare results invalid
in individual precincts.

Supporters of the two presidential rivals face each other during a rally outside the Supreme Court in Ki

Mr Mykola Katerinchuk,
an aide to Mr Yushchenko,
said the appeal focused on
results in eight eastern and
southern Ukrainian re-
gions — over 15 million
votes, almost half of the to-
tal cast in the runoff.

The ruling could pave
the way for a new vote,
which the Opposition is
demanding, or remove the
only barrier to the inaugu-
ration of Mr Yanukovych,
who has the backing of Mr
Kuchma and the Kremlin,
which still yields signifi-
cant political and econom-
ic influence over energy-
dependent Ukraine.

Mr Yanukovych was de-
clared the winner with a

on Monday. — AFP

EU, Nato warn against break-up

BRUSSELS, Nov. 28. — Both EU foreign policy chief Mr Javier
Solana and Nato head Mr Jaap de Hoop Scheffer issued warn-
ings today against a division of Ukraine as a result of the current
political crisis facing the ex-Soviet country. “The unity of Ukraine
is essential” said Mr Solana, who travelied to Ukraine last week
to try to mediate in the crisis following contested presidential
elections. Nato chief Mr De Hoop Scheffer, meanwhile, under-
fined “the importance of territorial integrity of Ukraine.” — AFP

margin of 871,402 votes.
While the Supreme Co-
urt’s decision is likely to
boost the legitimacy of
whichever side it seems to
favour, it could also fuel
anger in the other camp.
Thousands of pro-Yush-
chenko and pro-Yanuko-
vych supporters massed
outside the court building

- -

this morning, mingling in a
peaceful rally and distin-
guishable only by their or-
ange and blue-and-white
campaign banners. Dem-
onstrations continued to-
night as throngs packed
Kiev’s Independence Squ-
are, waving Ukrainian and
orange flags in sup of
Mr Yushchenko. .~



Ukraine standoff
talks at standstlll

Kiev, Nov. 28 (Reuters): Talks
to end Ukraine’s presidential
election standoff are going
badly, the outgoing President
said today while the country
seethed with street rallies and
threatened to break apart over
the crisis.

‘As I understand, the
(working group) talks are
going on with considerable
difficulty. No one can say what
sort of compromise can be
found or whether one will be
found at all,” President Leonid
Kuchma said.

“ButIbelieve ... that a com-
promise is very necessary for
Ukraine,” he said opening the
meeting of the National Secu-
rity and Defence Council.

In the capital Kiev, tens of
thousands of supporters of
opposition candidate Viktor
Yushchenko rallied again, un-
daunted by freezing drizzle.
Yushchenko told them talk of
autonomy in eastern regions
loyal to his opponent threat-
ened national unity,

The formal winner of last
week’s election, Prime Minis-
ter Viktor Yanukovich, told a
rally of his supporters in the
east of the country that the
rowdy but so far peaceful
protests had brought Ukraine
to the edge of disaster.

“As Prime Minister, I say
that today we are on the brink
of catastrophe. There is one
step to the edge,” he told a
packed hall in Severodonetsk.

“Do not take any radical
steps. I repeat, none...When
the first drop of blood is
spilled, we will not be able to

' stopit.”

Later in Severodonetsk,
local leaders from eastern re-
gions voted unanimously
today in favour of holding a
referendum on their “regional
status”, a euphemism for au-

Opposition leader
Yushchenko and his
daughter listen to the
national anthem at a rally
in Kiev on Sunday:. (Reuters)

tonomy from the capital Kiev,

The leaders. delegates at a
regional congress, all raised
their hands in favour of “aref-
erendum to be held in Decem-
ber this year to determine the
status of the region”.

Any move towards autono-
my for the east is anathema to
nationalists and liberals 13
years after the country won in-
dependence from the Soviet
Union.

Passions rose foHowmg
yesterday’s symbolic parlia-
mentary vote declaring a No-
vember 21 run-off election in-
valid. Parliament noted wide-
spread fraud in the vote hand-
ing victory to YanuKkovich.

Parliament cannot over-
turn the election result but it
did boost Yushchenko’s bid to
force a fresh poll.

He says he was cheated of

/ Z\ fV) \\

v1ct0ry a week ago by mass
fraud. “The authorities ... are
playing the dangerous card of
separatism ... Those who are
calling for separatism are
committing crimes and will
definitely receive severe pun-
ishment,” Yushchenko said.

A Supreme Court hearing
tomorrow will consider
Yushchenko’s complaints of
poll irregularities. The court
has banned publication of the
count handing victory to
Yanukovich, thus blocking his
inauguration. Yushchenko, 50,
has already said he stands for
anew vote on December 12.

But Yanukovich, 54 and
strongly backed by Russia, has
yet to say whether he is ready
for a re-run, as advocated by
the European Union.

The crisis has dramatised
a long-standing divide be-
tween Ukraine’s nationalist
west, supporting Yushchenko,
and the industrial Russian-
speaking east solidly behind
the Premier. The Russian-
speaking regions of the east
provide the economic muscle
of the country.

Romania pell

Romanians went to the polls
today to decide who will lead
the Balkan country through a
series of tough reforms set by
the European Union.

Voters trickled in at 17,000
polling stations from ‘the
snow-covered Carpathians to
the Black Sea, to choose be-
tween the ruling Social Demo-
crat Party and a centrist al-
liance of the Liberal and De-
mocrat parties.

Today’s twin election to re-
place veteran President Ton Ili-
escu and elect a new parlia-
ment is the most hotly contest-
ed vote since the 1989 collapse
of communism, analysts say.
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\)\H The East Europedn revolutlon continues

hose alleging irregularities in the Ukrainian presidential
elections have received a shot in the arm from the verdict
of the Supreme Court, which suspended publication of offi-
cial results. In new democracies like the Ukraine the corrupt
Soviet-era nomenklatura still hangs on to the old methods,
creating these crises and such problems are expected to
continue. In neighbouring Georgia, Eduard Shevardnadze,
who represented the nomenklatura, was swept away last year
by a “rose revolution” led by the overwhelmingly popular
Mikhail Saakashvili. International observers have found
manifold flaws in the Ukraine polls following which the EU,
the US and Canada have stated they do not accept the re-
sults. The capital Kiev is seeing demonstrations, both pro-
and anti-government, and opposition leader Viktor Yush-
chenko has called for civil disobedience and a general strike.
Yushchenko is for liberal economic reforms and integra-
tion of the Ukraine into the EU and Nato while erstwhile
president Viktor Yanukovych is close to Moscow and wants
to form an economic union with Russia and Belarus. Not
surprisingly Cold War lines have reappeared, with the West
supporting the pro-nationalist Yushchenko and Moscow
rushing to embrace the Russia-leaning Yanukovych. The
Ukraine was once the pride of the Soviet Union — industri-
alised, educated and contributing some of its best scientists
— and President Putin would no doubt hate to see it trans-
formed into a forward base for Nato. Also, Russia has been
lurching away from democracy and liberal reforms recently,
with the abolition of provincial elections and crackdowns on
independent media and on Yukos, one of Russia’s biggest
private companies; it would perhaps like to see the Ukraine
travel the same path. Those demonstrating for and against
Yanukovych in Kiev break down into classic losers and
gainers from globalisation., Ultimately Ukrainians must be
left to make their own decisions, without either foreigners or
oligarchic local institutions swaying the outcome: , /
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- Ukraine results ‘invalid’

ASSOCIATED PRESS &g

KIEV, Nov. 27. — Ukraine’s par-
liament today declared invalid
the disputed presidential elec-
tion that led to a week of grow-
ing street protests. The
legislators’ move was not legally
binding, but was a clear demon-
stration of rising dissatisfaction.

The parliament also passed a
vote of mo-confidence in the
Central Elections Commission,
which like the other vote is not
legally binding.

The elections commission has
said Prime Minister Mr Viktor
Yanukovych won the 21
November presidential election,
but opponent Mr Viktor Yushch-
enko’s supporters have stream-
ed into the streets, claiming he
was cheated out of victory.

Negotiators from both candi-
dates’ camps were expected to
meet for talks in a format
worked out in consultation with
European envoys yesterday.

Earlier today, Dutch foreign
minister Mr Ben Bot said new
elections in Ukraine are the only
possible solution to the standoff
between rival presidential can-
didates, Dutch a report adds
from The Hague.

Mr Bot, speaking to journalists
on behalf of the EU, asserted
that new elections were the
“ideal outcome”. He added: “It
would need to be the will of the
Ukrainian people. They need to
come to the conclusion that
fraud took place. We (the EU
countries) have concluded that
fraud took place...”

> 8 NOV 200

A protester rests on a statue overlooking Kiev's main
square during an Opposition rally. — AFP
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Kiev erupts in protest

Kremlin-hacked
candidate leads
popular leader

Agencies
Kiev, November 23

AN ESTIMATED 100,000 sup-
porters of Ukraine’s pro-west-
ern opposition presidential can-
didate, Viktor Yuschenko, were
today on the streets the capital,
Kiev, as protests over alleged vot-
er intimidation and electoral
fraud continued.

The Ukrainian election com-
mission yesterday announced
that the Kremlin-backed prime
minister, Viktor Yanukovich,
held an unassailable lead over
Mr Yuschenko. It followed a
tense election that was con-
demned by international ob-
servers. The EU has called for an
urgent review of the result.

An exit poll, funded by west-
ern embassies, had put Mr
Yuschenko ahead by 11 per cent,
but official figures gave Mr
Yanukovich victory by around 3
per cent. The Russian president,
Vladimir Putin, yesterday sent
him a message of congratula-
tions.

The commission announce-
ment sparked anger and dismay
among much of the former Sovi-
et republic’s 48 million popula-
tion, and at least four municipal
governments have rejected the
result amid growing protests.

Thousands of Mr Yuschenko’s
supporters continued to fill
Kiev’s main streets and Indepen-
dence square, bedecked in or-
ange - the opposition candidate’s
campaign colour. Speakers ral-
lied the crowd from a stage in the
square, leading them in chants of
“Yuschenko! Yuscenko!”

“We have to rise up from our
knees,” Lidiya Arnoldovna, an
elderly woman wearing an or-
ange armband, said. “These past
few days, I have really lived. 1
couldn’t just sit at home.”

Government officials have de-
ployed special forces near the
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Protestors converge in central Kiev Viktor Yanukovich on Tuesday.

central election commission and
other government buildings in
Kiev, prompting fears of clashes.
or even civil war, in the sharply
divided nation.

The capital and the west of

T

Ukraine are opposition strong-
holds, while the Kremlin-backed
government holds sway in the
Russian-speaking eastern re-
gions.

Opposition leaders today de-
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Viktor Yuschenko in Kiev on
Tuesday.

manded an emergency parlia-
ment session to annul the result,
and want a no-confidence vote in
the election commission. Al-
though such a parliamentary de-
cision would be of huge political
significance, it would not be
binding.

According to the Ukrainian
constitution, a no-confidence
vote must be initiated by the
president in order for it to be
considered binding. However,
the country’s outgoing presi-
dent, Leonid Kuchma, has
staunchly backed Mr Yanu-
kovich. Yuliya Tymoshenko, an
ally of Mr Yuschenko, today
warned that “we will have no
choice but to block roads, air-
ports, and seize city halls” if
parliament did not take action.

As international concern over
the election grew, Senator- Rich-
ard Lugar, the chairman of the
US Senate’s foreign relations
committee, said there had been *“a
concerted and forceful pro-
gramme of election day fraud and
abuse”.

He called on Mr Kuchma *“to
review all of this and take deci-
sive action in the best interests
of the country.” The foreign sec-
etary, Jack Straw, said he was
“very concerned” over the out-
come of the vote. Mr Straw said
he wanted to study reports by
international election moni-
tors. “From where I stand now, it
is very difficult to argue that this
was a free and fair election.” h
said. /



" FOREIGN POLICY / KUCHMA THROWS LOT WITH MOSCOW

Ukraine drops bid to
» join E.U., NATO

By Viadimir Radyuhin

moscow, JuLy 27. Ukraine has
formally abandoned its goal of
joining NATO in a sign of its
growing tilt towards Russia.
The Ukrainian President, Le-
onid Kuchma, signed a decree
ordering changes in the coun-
try’s defence doctrine to re-
move reference to membership
in the European Union and NA-
i TO as the ultimate goal of Uk-
| raine's foreign policy.
{ Henceforth, Ukraine will only
| strive to “deepen relations” with
} the two organisations.

Victory for Putin

The decree, made public a
day before the Russian Presi-
dent, Vladimir Putin, flew to
Ukraine for an informal bilater-
al summit with Mr, Kuchma, is

seen as a victory for Moscow in
its tug-of-war with the West for
influence in Ukraine.

New doctrine

The Ukrainian leader had just
signed the new defence doc-
trine in June that stated the aim
of joining NATO and the E.U.
However, Mr. Kuchma badly
needs Russia’s crucial support
for his bid to have his chosen
heir, the Prime Minister, Viktor
Yanukovich, win a presidential
election in Qctober against the
more popular pro-Western Op-
position  candidate, Viktor
Yushchenko.

Mr. Putin has taken full ad-
vantage of his position as a
king-maker to encourage a U-
turn in Ukraine’s foreign policy
towards closer integration with
Russia. Last September, Uk-

raine after repeated refusals, fi-
nally signed up to a Single
Economic Zone pact with Rus-
sia, Kazakhstan and Belarus.

The accord provides for a cus-
toms union, free movement of
goods, capital and labour, and a
common tax, monetary and for-
eign trade policy.

After his meeting with the
Ukrainian leader on Monday,
Mr. Putin issued a stern warn-

ing to the West not to get in the
way of Russia and Ukraine forg-
ing closer ties.

“Their (Western nations’)
agents, both inside our coun-
tries and outside, are trying ev-
erything possible to
compromise the integration be-
tween Russia and Ukraine,” Mr.
Putin said, speaking to busi-
nessmen from both countries.




«"Georgia es

\ By Vladimir Radyuhin
W\

MOSCOW, JULY 13. Russia has
blamed Georgia for the escala-
tion of tension in its breakaway
region of South Ossetia and
warned Tbilisi of using force to
10rmalise the situation.

The Russian Foreign Minis-
er, Sergei Lavrov, accused Ge-
rgia of violating its obligations
nder a peace-keeping agree-
1ent that allows Russia, Geor-
«a and South Ossetia to
naintain 500 troops in the re-

E

gion as part of a joint peace-
keeping force.

Georgia has illegally pulled
hundreds and even thousands
of troops in South Ossetia, Mr.
Lavrov told journalists as recur-
rent clashes were reported be-
tween Georgian and South
Ossetian forces.

The Minister said Moscow
would prefer a peaceful settle-
ment but did not rule out using
force. The (Russian) command-
er of the peace-keeping force is
empowered to disarm illegal

FHE. HIDU (%

calating tensions:

armed groups and curb their in-
filtration into the zone of con-
flict, Mr. Lavrov said.

The Georgian President, Mik-
hail Saakashvili, warned that an
armed conflict would escalate
into a conflict between Georgia
and Russia. Encouraged by his
success in restoring control over
another rebellious region, Adz-
haria, in May, Mr. Saakashvili
has been stepping up pressure
on South Ossetia to renounce
its self-proclaimed independ-
ence. Amid an armed conflict

Russia

with Tbilisi in 1992, South Osse-
tia voted in a referendum to
split away from Georgia and re-’
unite with North Ossetia, which
is part of Russia.

A ceasefire policed by a
mixed peace-keeping force held
until last week, when Georgia
pulled more troops there and
seized a convoy of trucks carry-
ing arms and equipment for
Russian peace-keepers. -

About 80 per cent of South
Ossetia’s population of 70,000
have Russian passports.




