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Clllé]\a to pass anti-secession
o law a@ed at Tat
AN

By P. S. Suryanarayana ‘,\X) ’

SINGAPORE, DEC. 18. China’s draft
law against secession, seen by
the international community as
amove to ban “Taiwanese inde-
pendence,” will be considered
during the next session of the
National People’s Congress
{(NPC) Standing Committee.

The 10th NPC Standing Com-
mittee’s 13th session is sched-
uled to take place in Beijing
from December 25 to 29.

The Standing Committee
would also consider a draft res-
olution on the convening of
third full session of the 10th
NPC.

Adverse reaction

officially an-
eijing, has drawn

v
thorities in the ndn-sovereign
territory of Taiwan and a com-
ment from the U.S. State De-
partment that “neither side
{China and Taiwan] should do
anything to unilaterally change
the status quo.”

Topical importance

China’s latest announcement
acquires much topical impor-
tance in the context of the latest
setback suffered by the Taiwan
President, Chen Shui bian, an
‘independence’  protagonist,
and his political allies in the
non-sovereign territory’s parlia-
mentary polls.

China's legislative move,
however, predates Mr. Chen’s
latest political troubles.

In May this year, the Chinese
Prime Minister, Wen Jiabao,
had said that the Central Gov-

an

ernment in Beijing would “seri-
ously consider” any proposal,
including that of an anti-seces-
sion law, that could be “condu-
cive to the complete
reunification of the mother-
land” — a transparent policy of
reunifying Taiwan with main-
land China. The new draft anti-
secession law is seen in China
as a move towards “national
reunification.”

U.S. for dialogue

The U.S. State Department
spokesman, indicating that
Washington had already held
“some conversation with the
Chinese” about this anti-seces-
sion bill, said that both China
and Taiwan should “focus on
dialogue” and “it is not time to
harden positions or take unilat-
eral stances.”
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hina’s top leadership is
Cstarting to worry about the

country’s declining food
production. Both President Hu
Jintao and Prime Minister Wen
Jiabao now see a link between
food security and social stability.
They might as well because, in
the years to come, this would be
a major concern. Grain produc-
tion in China has fallen from a
record 510 million tonnes in
1998 to a little over 400 million
tonnes and is starting to hover
around this figure. China’s po-
pulation is still growing, though
at a lower rate due to its strin-
gent population control policies.

City against village

Back in the mid-nineties when
the Worldwatch Institute high-
lighted the potential future gap
between China’s grain produc-
tion and consumer demand, Bei-
jing reacted rather angrily. Its
then environmental spokesman,
Xie Zhenhua, said tersely “we
have been successfully using the
world’s seven per cent cultivable
land to feed 22 per cent of the
world’s population”. He added,
“Science and technology and
economic growth will see us
through”.

Apparently, they are not so
sure now. China has only seven
per cent of the world’s arable
land supporting the world’s lar-
gest population mass. In its mad
rush for industrialization at all
cost, it has allowed further en-
croachment on its already limi-
ted arable land for industrial use
and requirements of urban liv-
ing. The city is gradually eating
up the countryside in more than
one way.

According to Liu Binyan and
Perry Link, China is losing its ar-
able land “at an annual rate of
0.5 per cent to erosion, cons-
truction of buildings and roads,
and the encroachment of de-
serts”., Writing in 1998, they
pointed out that, “China now
has two-thirds of the arable land
it had four decades ago, and 2.3
times as many people”. Accord-
ing to a recent estimate, the
amount of arable land in China
has shrunk by 6.7 million hec-
tares since 1996,

China’s growing industrialisa-
tion and consequent urbanisa-
tion is proving ruinous for the
countryside where the bulk of its
people live and work. The de-
pressed rural economy (with
artificially low prices for rural
produce to support urban indus-
trial economy), with its push for
urban migration, is not only
causing economic distress but
also social disharmony and dislo-
cation. With 10 million rural
workers every year joining an al-

The author is a freelance writer

China Must Rethink Industrial Growth Strat

By SPSETH

ready 100 to 150 million floating
migrant population looking for
work in China’s cities, it is not
difficult to imagine the potential
for more trouble and social cha-
os; especially when there are not
enough jobs to go around.
According to the UN data,
China’s urban population will in-
crease from about 38 per cent in

2002 to 53.6 per cent in 2020 and
70 per cent in 2050. If these
future projections are right,
China will become a predomi-
nantly urban industrial econo-
my. Which raises important
questions: First, will there be
jobs for rural folks seemingly
moving en masse to the cities, as
well as for the urban unemplo-
yed? Two, how will the autho-
rities deal with all the resultant
social pressures, including cri-
me, from such turbulent chan-
ge? Three, who will feed millions
upon millions of new urbanites?

Migration effects

According to the British news-
paper Guardian’s China corres-
pondent, “In the first six months
of the [current] year, the value of
food imports surged 62 per cent
to $14.4 biltion.,. Soyabean im-
ports, which doubled last year to
20.3 m tonnes, are expected to
double again this year”. Jona-
than Watts further reports that:
“Such is the demand from China
that Thai farmers report entire
crops being bought long before
harvests. Vietnamese authorities
blame food-smuggling [into
China)] for a record 20 per cent
increase in the price of rice. In
one novel experiment the
Chongging municipal govern-
ment is leasing land in Laos to
grow food”. Because of the
growing demand for grains from
China, there is a surge in global
food prices. For instance, “grain
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futures are up 30 per cent this
year thanks largely to the China

What does it mean for both
the world and China? The grow-
ing demand for food in China,
and its inability to meet this de-
mand from within the country,
would mean a continuing up-
ward pressure on world prices.

-

This would further impoverish
the world’s poor earning $1 or
thereabout a day. Besides, it will
lead China to use its political
and financial clout to lease,
occupy or buy out food supplies
from other countries, especially
from its weak Asian neighbours.

We know that China has terri-
torial demands on its neigh-
bours. Internal pressure on food
supplies and other resources
could easily propel it to expand
outward, as Japan did in the
thirties and forties. Therefore, if
Communist China maintains its
economic growth trajectory in a
stable environment under its
Communist leadership (a big if,
considering the potential for
serious social strife in the years
ahead), it will seek to secure its
Asian neighbourhood under a
tight embrace. Taiwan, for ins-
tance, is already being targeted.
Any success there would have a
ripple effect, making China’s
neighbours accommodative to
its hegemonic ambitions.

Within China, its growing ur-
banisation will be socially extre-
mely disruptive. In an old civili-
sation like China, agriculture is
not just an economic activity but
a whole way of life binding peo-
ple together in kinship, culture,
traditions and in so many other
ways. The large-scale migration
of rural population to cities will
tend to destroy the age-old so-
cial structures rooted in the
land. And these can’t be trans-

planted in an impersonal urban
environment. The resultant alie-
nation of millions of people
from their new urban environ-
ment will be a time bomb wait-
ing to explode.

At the same time, employment
opportunities will never keep
pace with mass migration from
the countryside. Large-scale in-
dustrialisation is not the answer
to China’s massive employment
problem, made worse by rural
migration. The effective answer
to China’s massive unemploy-
ment problem, existing as well as
potential, is to make agriculture
lucrative by reducing economic
and social disparities between
rural and urban sectors.

Stormy times ahead

And that can only be done by
not using the rural sector as a
subsidiary of its urban/industrial
economy. Otherwise, China is in
for serious social strife. In fact,
the much-touted claim of social
stability under the communist
rule will not stand the test of
time if Beijing remains obsessed
with economic growth to the
exclusion of its social aftermath.

China wisely undid its com-
munal farming under Deng Xia-
oping, releasing farmers’ im-
mense energy and initiative to
boost agricultural production.
But since then the rural sector
has been treated as a poor cou-
sin to China’s industrial econo-
my, and it has lost momentum,

It is not suggested that China
is facing any immediate problem
of food shortage. But the long-
term prognosis is not good. For a
country traumatised by droughts
and famine (the famine of early
sixties led to deaths variously
estimated between 30 and 40
million), any idea of food insecu-
rity can be pretty scary,

The demand for food will keep
growing not only because of
population pressure, but also be-
cause China’s prospering urban
middle class is eating more and
richer food. For instance, there
is now greater demand for meat
in the people’s diet. And to grow
meat requires much greater use
of water, a scarce resource likely
to become scarcer in China and
elsewhere in much of the world.
To quote Liu Binyan and Perry
Link, “In the 1950s the water
table in Beijing was sixteen feet
below the surface; today [in
1998] it is more than 150 feet
down”.

Therefore, China’s food situa-
tion is potentially perilous. Un-
less the power-hungry and mo-
ney-hungry party elite and their
hangers-on seriously re-think
their country’s industrial growth
strategy, China might be in for
stormy (not the rain producing
kind) times ahead.



~China rejects HK’s/eferendum pléa

BEUJING, Oct. 25. — Chma&“

has rejected pleas of Hong
Kong'’s pro-democracy legisla-
tors for a referendum on
whether local residents should
be granted full democracy to
choose their leader from 2007.
The rebuff to the pro-de-
mocracy lawmakers came in a
statement carried by the offi-
cial Xinhua news agency late
last night in which an unnamed
official from the liaison office
of the Chinese government in
Hong Kong Special Adminis-
trative Region said that Bei-
jing will not allow violations of
the Basic Law, Hong Kong's
mini constitution after the for-
mer British colony was handed
over to China in July, 1997,
Hong Kong chief secretary
for administration Mr Donald

. Pcwell’s

WING, Oct 25. — Secreta
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of state Mr Colin Powell, who met Chi-

nese President Mr Hu Jintao, Premier Mr Wen Jiabao and foreign minis-
ter Mr LI Znhaoxing emphasised that the US will unswervingly pursue the
one-China policy and oppose any action aimed at “Taiwan independen-
ce”, the officlal Xinhua news agency said. Earlier, Mr Hu had toid Powell
that its opposition to “Talwan independence” and curbing risky activities
of “Taiwan independence” forces are In common interests of both China,

the United States, and the Asian-Pacific countries. —

Tsang on 19 October had said
that the HKSAR government
won’t conduct a referendum as
it was not “practical”.

North Korea talks

China and the US today
agreed to work jointly to re-en-
ergise the six-party talks mech-
anism aimed at dismantling

PTI
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North Korea’s nuclear pro-
grammes while Washington
urged Beijing to resume talks
with arch rival Taiwan to ease
tension in the cross-Straits ties.

“We agreed to the need for
the six-party framework to
continue,” US secretary of
state Mr Colin Powell said af-
ter meeting Chinese leaders.

— PTI
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Chma} in landmark
" free-speech ruling

Beijing, Oct. 18 (Reuters): A
Chinese court has cleared a
magazine of libel chargesfiled
by a state-owned real estate de-
veloper in what is seen as a
landmark ruling for freedom
of speech.,

All Chinese media are
state controlled and expected
to sing the praises of the gov-
ernment and play down bad
news. The constitution en-
shrines freedom of speech,
but defendants rarely win
libel lawsuits.

The People’s Intermediate
Court in Tianhe district in the
southern city of Guangzhou
ruled on October 12 against
Guangzhou Huagiao Real Es-
tate Development Co., which
had sought 5.9 million yuan
($711,000) in damages from
China Reform magazine.

The July 1, 2003, edition of
the monthly said Guangzhou
Huagiao had been stripped of
its assets, posted losses and
laid off workers as a result of

its ownership changing hands
several times. The news was
sourced to company and offi-
cial documents.

The court ruled that jour-
nalists enjoyed legal immuni-
ty if news was backed up by a
source which was reasonable

and believable, and not based
on rumours or fabrication, ac-
cording to a copy of the ver-
dict seen by Reuters today.
“Room for freedom of
speech has been expanded,”
libel lawyer Pu Zhigiang said.
“In the past, if yousay I'm

Engineers stop Pak work

Islamabad, Oct. 18 (Reuters):
China today voiced concern
over the safety of its workers
in Pakistan as Chinese engi-
neers working on a dam proj-
ect in a tribal region suspend-
ed operations after a colle-
ague was killed in a hostage-
taking drama last week.

Militants linked to al
Qaida abducted two Chinese
engineers working on the
Gomal Zam dam project in
the South Waziristan tribal
region, near the Afghan bor-
der, on October 9.

THE TELEGRAPH

China supplies Pakistan
with military hardware and
hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in finance, Islamabad is
concerned that the threat of
Islamic militants, many of
whom are hiding in tribal
areas, could undermine eco-
nomic ties with a major ally.

Chinese vice-foreign min-
ister Wu Dawei said he hoped
the killing would not affect
China’s relations with its lo-
ng-time ally, but said Beijing
was concerned for the safety
of its nationals in Pakistan.

no good and I'm unhappy, I can
sue you,” Pu said. “The ruling,
at the very least, does not con-
sider a fair commentary to be
infringement.”

An employee of
Guangzhou Huagiao said the
firm had not received a copy of
the verdict and declined fur-
ther comment. It has 15 days to
appeal.

“The things the plaintiff
discussed were all facts,
maybe various factors (made
the court) give consideration
to the magazine first. I don’t
know why it’s like this,” Yang
Jianguang, lawyer for
Guangzhou Huagiao, said by
telephone. “I don’t want to an-
swer questions. Media issues
are very complicated.”

In its complaint,
Guangzhou Huagiao said the
magazine had “dealt a heavy
blow to a large-scale state-
owned enterprise with hopes
of soaring, and caused huge
economic losses”.
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‘The Chinese are unlikely to be swayed by anything but aggressive
self-interest when it comes to border talks with India

P STOBDAN

ERY little is being

made publicabout the

third round of the
Special Representative-level
talks held recently in New
Dethi. Understandably, the
contents of the talks have been
kept under wraps by both the
sides—the decision not to
hurry through with an agree-
ment was quite clear. Even
prior to the talks, Chinese As-

aspirations”, a euphemism for
India’s dominance in South
Asia, modernisation of the In-
dian Navy perceived to control
the Indian Ocean, and India’s
“Look East” policy. Chinese
neither talk about open bor-
ders nor economic benefits of
it. Infact, the Chinese showed:
misgivingsabout increased ac-
tivity along the Indo-Tibetan
frontier. They have been, how-
ever, pushing for border trade
along Yatung for the obvious

ambassador to India and cur-
rently an Adviser to the Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry, states
the following non-negotiable
positions: (a) In the eastern
sector, India illegally occupies
90,000 s¢ ki of Chinese terri-
tory; (b) In the western sector,
India illegally claims 33,000 sq
km of Chinese territory; (c) In
the middle sector, India simi-
larly occupies 2,000 sq km of
Chinese territory; (d) The 1962
war was a Chinese counter-at-

The Dalal Lama and his followers In Indla are going to come up in the talks

sistant Foreign Minister for
‘South Asia Shen Guofeng had
cautioned mediapersons that
as the two sides proceed
deeper into the issue, there will
bemore problems.
India’s new interlocutor, J
N Dixit, provided the spin that
the issue must have a political
solution, but an agreement at
any cost and comprommise are
not the ends that are sought.
- Thenewargument of some In-
dian opinion makers is that we
must move away from the
“peasant mentality” of holding
on to territory and instead talk
about the metropolitan culture
- of focusing on trade and eco-
nomic relations with China. In
this connection, China’s bor-
der-negotiating tactics with
three Central Asian states are
worth understanding,

- China’s official mouth-
piece, the People’s Daily, re-
cently cautioned that the out-
come of the border
negotiations depended on

larger political, diplomaticand .

strategic dimensions. The arti-
cle contested what it called
“India’s assertive nationalist

Having obtained

| India’s yes to Tibet

Autonomous
Region being a
part of China,
Beijing is now

building up a case
that the Dalai
Lama and his
followers here are
sending terrorists
into Tibet

reasons of getting access to In-
dia’svulnerable east.

China’s position of not ac-
cepting the McMahon Line by
name is understandable since
the matter impinges upon its
sovereignty over Tibet. Inter-
estingly, Chinese pre-position-

ing points are being articulated

through a recent article by
Cheng Ruisheng, published in
Chinese Foreign - Ministry-
sponsored journal Intema-
tional Studies. Cheng, a former

tack in seff-defence.

The Chinese are masters at
obfuscation. In boundary ne-
gotiations with the Soviet
Union, China presented three
obstacles and insisted to
Moscow that these be sorted
out first before any meaningful
progress could be made, What
are the issues which China
might portray as main obsta-
cles for border negotiations
with India?

Firstly, it is quite clear that

the Chinese are going to raise
the issue of the presence of the
Dalai Lama and his Tibetan
followers in India. Having ob-
tained India’s endorsement of
Tibet Autonomous Region as
part of China, Beijing is now
building up a case that the
Dalai Lama and his establish-
ment in India are sending
saboteurs and terrorists into Ti-
bet. Chinese assert that the
Dalai Lamaisactingon the ad-
vice of the US and India. The
Chinese intention is to compe}
New Delhi to dismantle the in-
exile Tibetan Government in
Dharamsalaand eventually ex-
pelthe Dalail_ama from India.

Secondly, the Chinese official
position remains that Sikkim is
ahistorical issue between India
and China and “hopes” it will
be resolved as bilateral rela-
tions improve. Interestingly,
the Chinese have not yet raised
the border issue in the Sikkim
portion, which they might
bring up. It is quite clear that
the recognition of Sikkim as
partof Indiawill depend on the
demarcation of this boundary
to the satisfaction of the Chi-
nese. Similarly, the trade agree-
ment between Sikkim and T3~

- bet is also without prejudice to

the status of Sikkim.

Thirdly, China may eventu-
ally also raise the question of
the Indo-Bhutanese Treaty on
Bhutan’s Defence and Foreign
Relations. The Chinese have
been asking the Bhutanese to
get rid of Indian military pres-
ence on their soil in order to
gain full diplomatic recognition
by China. These issues qualify
for China’s perception of In-
dia’s assertive nationalism and,
hence, are ob-
stacles for bor-
der settlement.

A percep-
tion has gained
currency in In-
dia that China
has notagreed |
tobordertrade
in Ladakh be-
cause the Line of Actual Con-
trol (LAC) has not been de-
marcated there. The LAC has
not been demarcated any-
where, yet there are two other
border trading points. I real-
ity, China recognises Kashmir
as disputed territory. The Chi-
nese have been deliberately
avoiding official dealings with
India in Jammu and Kashmir
because they could be inter-
preted as China’s acceptance
of Indian sovereignty of Indian
side of Kashmir. This was the
precise reason given by the
Chinese when the Comman-
der of Lanzhou Military Re-

_gion backed out from a visit to

Leh, although this visit was
agreed upon under the 1996
CBMs, In recent years, Pak-
istan-has been dissuading the
Chinese againstventuring into
any kind of major economic,
transport projects with India
involving - Ladakh. Chinese
have also been lukewarm
about India’s suggestion of an
oil pipeline through the Xin-
jiang-Ladakh corridor.

Young, communist,

modern and hlgh-tec

As China modernise its military, India should step up efforts
at bilateral ties to ensure no misunderstanding crops up

JASJIT SINGH

HE speculation going

on for months about

Jiang Zemin being re-
placed by President Hu Jintao
finally came true, with Jiang
handing over the chairman-
ship of the Central Military
Commission of the CCP (Chi-
nese Communist Party), the
highest military command
body in China. What attracted
less attention are the other

* changes in the Central Military

Commission effected on Sep-
tember 19, These have to be
seenin the context of the Chi-
nese system where the military
continues to be an instrument
of the party rather than that of
the State. And the party’s Cen-
tral Military Commission
(CMC) is the uitimate author-
ity for policymaking and oper-
ational control of the Chinese
military, The Chairman of the
CMC is the commander-in-
chief of the armed forces.

Yet, one thing is elear. The
CMC

(Presxdent Hu),
three vice-pres-
idents,  and

be gleaned from sketchy re-
portsisthat in accordance with
the ongoing modernisation
and change in China, the aver-
age age of the new members of
the CMC is down from 71
years to 61. The commanders
of the four branches of the mil-
itary are even younger now.
There must be some lesson
somewhere forushere.

Four members of the
CMC head the four depart-
ments: the general staff, logis-
tics, armament. and political
departments under the CMC.
‘Whatis more significant is that
perhaps, for the first time, all
four commanders of the four
wings of the military—that is,
the ground forces, air force,
navy and the nuclear-missile

forces (designated as Second

Artillery)—have been made

- members of the CMC. Closer

scrutiny wouldshow that thisis
in response to the needs of
planning and fighting a mod-
em high-technology war,
where air power, space and in-
formation warfare (including

network-centric warfare) ca-
pabilities assume importance.

The new composition of
the CMCindicates amore bal-
anced generation of capabili-
ties of different branches of the
military. For example, while
the size of the ground forces
has been reduced by almost
one-third, that of the air force
has been increasing. The air
force is no longer seen merely
as a supporting service for the
ground forces.

The Chinese mﬂltary doc-
trin€ aims to generate “inte-
grated fighting power” and not
merely integrated structures
and forces. The basic principle
expressed in typical Chinese
characteristicsis that “one plus
one exceeds two”. This has
come together in the Rapid

- Reaction Forces, toundertake

intense high-technology
“quick fighting, quick resolu-
tion™ under conditions of high-
techregional warfare.
China’s military moderni-
sation recognises the limita-
tions of economic and techno-
logical resources, and hence
has been highly selective in its
focus and priorities. The an-
nual report of the US Secre-
tary of Defence to the Con-
gress has been emphasising
that “The principal areawhere

China appears to be making .

advances in coercive military
capabilities involves airpower,
to include missiles and infot-
mation operations”. More
than a decade of access to
Russian design technology
and expertise has already al-
most dramatically altered the
operational capabilities of the

Chinese air force and space ca-
pabilities. Compared to the
non-use of its air force in 1962,
or the very marginal use of its
air force in the brief war with
Vietnani in 1979, we are al-
ready witnessing the emer-
gence of completely different
aerospace capabilities along
with the changes in military
leadership towards much
greater professionalism.

On the other hand, the

The real impact of
the military
modernisation is
on China’s
neighbours. But all
this does not add
up to the ““China

threat’’. Our own
interests require
friendly ties
without ignoring
our future
capabilities

greatest focus in our country
seems to be on the least critical
aspect of Chinese military
modemisation, that is on
China’s naval power projec-
tion. Which is not to suggest
that naval modernisation isnot
significant. But this is to high-
light that if lack of logistics in
the high Himalayas defeated
the Indian Army inn 1962, our
ability to successfully defend
ourselves against any potential
challenge in and from aero-

The passing of the
baton from Jiang to
- Huwas accompanied

- by changes in

jlitary command

space would impact on our
landforces in the battlefield far
more than the other two ser-
vices. The Pakistani army cer-
tainly learnt the lesson five
years ago in the Kargil sector.
And the answer does not lie in
structural ownership of capa-
bilities but, as China is demon-
strating, in corporate collegiate
planning and management.
China has imbibed the lessons
of recent wars, especially the
focus of US military strategy,
since any armed conflict over
Taiwan could bring the US mil-
itary power into confrontation
with the Chinese military. But
the real impact of military
modemisation is on China’s
neighbours.

Butall thisdoes not add up
towhat hasbeen argued erro-
neously as the “China threat”.
Changes in China’s military
organisation, weapons and
doctrine only reflect the
changes taking place world-
wide. Our own interests re-
quire friendly relations with
China without ignoring our fu-
ture capabilities, in harmony
with the bilaterally agreed
principle of “mutual and equal
security” to ensure peace and
tranquillity between the two
Asian giants whose bilateral
relations would have a pro-
found impact on world affairs
in the 21st century. What we
need to ensure is that while
both China and India mod-
ernise their military forces and
systems, we also should stepup
bilateral military-to-military
contacts and exchanges to en-
sure that no misunderstanding

cropsup.
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He Marks a New Phase in China’s Politics

v\ By K Subrahmanyam (V(U\O\

The king 1s dead; long live the king. That
monarchist continuum has found an echo
in contemporary China. In a process of
seamless succession, Hu Jin Tao, till now
the head of state of China and secretary-
general of the Chinese Communist Party,
became the country’s unquestioned
supremo by taking over the chairmanship of
the Central Military Commission (CMC)
this month. The CMC chief’s post was so far
held by Jiang Zemin, who was president and
secretary-general of the party till March
2003, and chairman of the CMC till a few
days ago. Hu’s rise to the top is indicative
of a change in China’s political culture
and style of governance.

In the 16th party congress held in March
2003, Jiang handed over the first two posts to
Hu but kept the CMC chairmanship. In
doing so, he was attempting to follow the
example of Deng Xiao Peng who permitted
Jiang to be president and party secretary-
general even while keeping the chairman-
ship of CMC with him for over two decades.
Deng was recognised as the paramount
leader, though he kept with him only one of
the three power centres. But
Jiang failed when he tried to
replicate Deng’s formula.
He bargained hard to fill
important posts in the
government and the party
with his followers after his
formal retirement, besides -
keeping the chairmanship of .
CMC with himself. But now
he has been forced to hand
over the most powerful post
in China, carrying with it
the nuclear button, to Hu.

Deng nominated both
Jiang and Hu as his succes-
sors in that order. But Jiang

and Hu are a striking contrast. Hu derives

his legitimacy from Deng’s nomination
10 years ago; both Jiang and Hu were
brought into the standing committee of the
Politburo at the same time, though the
latter is more than 20 years younger. Hu is
also the first leader to have risen to the top
after joining the Communist Party after the
revolution, in the seventies. While Jiang,
Deng, Zhow Enlai and many of the first,
second and third generation Chinese leaders
were educated in France and Russia, Hu
was educated in Qinghua University in
China. While Jiang is trained in communi-
cation engineering in the Soviet Union,
Hu is a hydraulics engineer without
foreign education.

The differences do not end here. Jiang’s
career was based in Shanghai with his
power base in the eastern industrial belt.
Hu has spent most of his career in China’s
poorer hinterland. He was a party secretary
of the Tibetan Autonomous Region. Though
known for his moderate views, he did
not hesitate to carry out the political
crackdown in Tibet in 1989. Presumably

r

THE TIMES OF INDIA

this combination of moderate views and
ability to crack down when required
recommended him to Deng, who earmarked
him as Jiang’s successor.

In the last year and a half, Hu has strength-
ened his position and made friends with the
nominees of Jiang in the expanded standing
committee of the Politburo. Zeng Qinghong, a
Jiang nominee in the standing cominittee,
was considered the most powerful member,
while Hu was not one of Jiang’s favourites.
Yet, of late, Zeng Qinghong has appeared
together in public with Hu, indicating a
shift in his loyalties. Hu’s allies have been pro-
moted to key party and state posts with Qing-
hong controlling party’s dossiers and hirin:
and firing top party cadres.

President Hu and premier Wen Jiabao
have also attempted to move China away
from the policy of favouring economic
growth at all costs, which characterised the
Jiang era. They favour balanced growth
with attention to social inequality and
environmental damage. Jiang’s theory of
three representations (industrial worker,
peasant and entrepreneur) is receding into
the background and taking its place is a
growing mention of Xiao Kang (middle
class) society. Hu is trying to
keep neighbours at ease by
saying that Beijing believes
in a peaceful rise, as opposed
to aggression.

Hu’s consolidation marks
the first smooth transition
of power in post-revolution
China. After the revolution in
1949, the Cultural Revolution
resulted in a discontinuous
transfer of power, though
Mao Dze Dung was still alive.
The Gang of Four, favoured
by Mao and patronised by
his wife, seized power. That
was followed by their being
toppled by the army immediately after
Mao’s death and the restoration of Deng
Xiao Peng to paramount position.

In 1989, in the light of Tiananmen Square
incident, Deng replaced his own nominee
Zhao Ziang with Jiang. This time, Hu
acquired full supremacy from Jiang Zemin
in a smooth transition in two stages —
in March 2003 and September 2004. This
transition is indicative of the intent of
the Chinese Communist Party to prevent
informal rule and cult of personality.
President Hu has repeatedly asserted that
the American-style democracy would not
serve the Chinese people and culture.

Hu has spent his entire party career in
the era of Deng and has no experience
of Long March, the anti-Japanese war,
Great Leap Forward, Cultural Revolution
and other disruptive developments. He
is a product of Dengist evolutionary
policies emphasising economic growth and
orderly governance. Changes in China’s
economic policy perspectives would be of
interest to the world, as would its shifts on
the diplomatic plane.
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1ang yields

\y

last ground .

b\;\ \ . . Y
Hu now the most powgliﬁ.ll man in China ?ﬂ\ﬂ

Associated Press
Beijing, September 19

FORMER PRESIDENT Ji-
ang Zemin turned over his
last major post as chairman
of the commission that runs
China’s military to his suc-
cessor Hu Jintao, the govern-
ment said on Sunday, com-
pleting the country’s first
peaceful leadership transi-
tion since its 1949 revolution.

Jiang, whose term was to
have run until 2007, handed
in his resignation during a
meeting of the ruling Com-
munist Party’s Central:
Committee, the official Xin-
hua News Agency said in a
brief dispatch.

The committee “approved
Hu to take dver the (Central
Military Commission) cha-
irmanship after accepting
Jiang’s resignation”, Xin-

PROFILE

ALEADER

hua said. It did not say why
Jiang chose to leave before
his term was up.

Xu Caihou, 61, will replace
Hu as deputy chairman, Xin-
hua said. In 1999, Xu became
a vice-director in the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army, Chi-

ALL-IN-ALL chinese President Hu Jintao in Moscow.

na’s massive military
Diplomats and political
analysts didn’t expect any
major announcements from
the four-day meeting of the
198-member Central Com-
mittee, which began behind
closed doors on Thursday.

REUTERS

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

The session, which ended
Sunday, was to focus on
looking for ways to improve
party governance.

But media reports that
Jiang would step down be-
gan circulating days before
the meeting began. Citing
unidentified sources, The
New York Times said on its
website on Saturday that
the former president might
possibly cite heart trouble
or cancer as an excuse for
an early exit. The 78-year-
old Jiang, however, has giv-
en no public sign of illness.

The resignation might
also mean that Jiang is us-
ing a well-worn tactic in
Chinese politics to shore up
his position by mobilising
public declarations of sup-
port and having backers beg
him to stay Jiang’s retire-
ment would complete the
first peaceful leadership
transition since the Com-
munists took power in 1949,
Party leaders have been
keen on a peaceful transfer
of power as they wrestle
economic and social prob-
lems ranging from rural
poverty to corruption to re-
lations with rival Taiwan.

Hu has long been expect-
ed to inherit the top position
in the military commission.
Taking the post would en-
sure Hu'’s status as the coun-
try’s paramount leader, al-
though he would still be sur-
rounded by Jiang allies on
the nine-member Standing
Committee, the party’s
highest echelon of power.

Hu, 62, took over as party
leader in 2002 and became
President early the follow-
ing year. Jiang retained his
influence after 13 years as
party leader by holding on
to his military post.

2 (; SEP 2004
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“CHINESE PLENUM / TOP MILITARY POST

Hu acquires
commandin

\AD/\%
)

By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, SEPT. 19. The Chi-
nese President, Hu Jintao, today
assumed charge as Chairman of
the powerful Central Military
Commission (CMC) of the gov-
erning Communist Party of Chi-
na (CPC). With this, Mr. Hu
acquires a commanding politi-
cal presence at the highest
echelons of China’s power
structure, according to regional
diplomats.

Holding the pivotal post of
General Secretary of the CPC,
besides being the President of
China, Mr. Hu has now suc-
ceeded Jiang Zemin as the CMC
Chairman. Mr. Jiang remained
at the helm of the CMC, even as
he successively relinquished the
post of General Secretary of the
CPC in November 2002 and that
of China’s President in March
2003. Both these positions went
to Mr. Hu.

Today’s turn of events, fully
approved by the 16th CPC Cen-
tral Committee, which conclud-
ed its four-day fourth plenum in
Beijing, marks a complete
transfer of power and authority
from Mr. Jiang to Mr. Hu.

Unanimous agreement

Accepting Mr. Jiang's resig-
nation from the post of Chair-
man of the CMC, the plenum
“unanimously agreed” that Mr.
Hu’s assumption of this posi-
tion “is conducive to upholding
the fundamental principle and
system of the party’s absolute
leadership over the military”,
according to a communiqué
that was released at the conclu-
sion of the sessions.

The plenum further noted
that the change “is also condu-

. presence

cive to the strengtheni the

military’s revolutionisation,
modernisation and regularisa-
tion process.”

At the same time, the plenum
“highly evaluated Comrade
Jiang Zemin’s outstanding con-
tributions to the party, the state
and the people.” Providing an
informal and ‘personal’ inter-
pretation of today’s event, an
authoritative Chinese source
told The Hindu that Mr. Hu's
assumption of the new post,
while being significant, was a
“follow-up” action, given that
he had already become the CPC
General Secretary and China’s
President when Mr. Jiang hand-
ed over those posts.

Leader at the helm

Mr. Hu is now at the helm o;
not only the political affairs o
state but also the military estab-
lishment, the source under-
lined.

In what appeared to be a vir-
tual farewell to Mr. Jiang at the
centre-stage of China’s politics:
and public administration, the
CPC plenum said he had, dur-
ing the past 15 years as the CMC
Chairman, “grasped the devel-
opment trends of new military
reforms in the world with his
great insight.”

Enriching the army-building
ideas of Mao Zedong and Deng
Xiaoping, Mr. Jiang founded the
‘thought,” now associated with
his name, “for national defence
and army-building,” the com-
muniqué quoted the plenum as
having said.

Under his leadership, it was
noted, China’s “national de-
fence and army modernisation
process has achieved tremen-
dous success. -

THE HINDU
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/ SCPC begins

dellheratlons on

\ By P. S. Suryanarayana
SINGAPORE, SEPT. 16. The Com-
munist Party of China (CPC) to-
day began deliberations on
measures to enhance its “ruling
capacity,” as the plenary ses-
sion of the powerful Central
Committee opened in Beijing.

At the top of the agenda of the
fourth plenum of the 16th Cen-
tral Committee of the CPC is the
building of the party’s govern-
ing capabilities in these chang-
ing times, according to an
official version.

Regional diplomats and Chi-
nese analysts have noted that
the CPC Central Committee is
formally turning the focus on
this issue for the first time since
the founding of the People’s Re-
public of China (PRC) on Octo-
ber 1, 1949.

The centre-piece of the dis-
cussions on this crucial subject
during the four-day plenum has
been formulated by the Political
Bureau, whose “work report”
will also be ‘heard’ during this
session.

The Political Bureau had, at
an earlier meeting in this re-
gard, underlined that the ‘im-
provement’ of the party’s
governing capabilities would be

THE HINDU

v (\‘rulmg capacity’

“a major issue of strategic im-
portance to the fate of both the
building of socialism and the
Chinese nation,” according to
this account of the circum-
stances in which this discussion
is now taking place at the politi-
cal echelon of the Central
Committee.

Political observers are of the
view that the latest exercise has
been undertaken in the context
of toning up the quality of gov-
ernance to meet the challenges
and opportunities of developing
its “market economy” with the
characteristics . unique to the
country.

0The other factors likely to
determine the political priori-
ties for this purpose are reck-
oned to be the issue of a better
management of the relationship
between the CPC and the Chi-
nese Government, besides the
accent on rule of law.

The plenum is taking place
against the backdrop of the cat-
egorical assertion by the Chi-
nese President and CPC'’s
General Secretary, Hu Jintao,
that the Western political mod-
els would not suit the require-
ments of governing China on
the basis of its ideology of “so
cialist democracy.”



/CﬁINA’S SYSTEM / ‘A GREAT INVENTION’

By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, SEPT. 15. The Chi-
nese President, Hu Jintao, today
praised the country’s people’s
congress system as a “natural

adherence to the Western polit-

China to a dead end.”

Mr. Hu was addressing a
grand rally in Beijing to mark
the 50th anniversary of the
founding of the National Peo-
ple’s Congress (NPC), China’s

Committee, Wu Bangguo, presi-
ded over the rally, held at the
Great Hall of the People.

The President, who is also the
General Secretary of the govern-
ing Communist Party of China
(CPCQ), hailed the people’s con-
gress system as a great inven-
tion that integrated the basic
principles of Marxism with ac-
tual conditions.

Describing China’s political
model as a natural choice for
social development since -the
advent of modern times, Mr. Hu
said the system reflected “the
common interests and aspira-
tions of the Chinese people of
all ethnic groups.” Indeed, this
system symbolised a significant

choice” and said an uncritical

ical systems would only “lead

highest legislature. The Chair-.
man of the NPC’s Standing.

 Hu rules out
C@western
B\C\ . models

achievement of the Chinese
people under the CPC’s leader-
ship, he noted.

Tracing the history of China’s
political choices in modern
times, including those made
under the “bourgeois demo-
cratic revolution” that was led
by Sun Yat-sen in 1911, Mr. Hu
said the CPC finally and “log-
ically came into the position to
shoulder the historic mission of
leading the Chinese people for
the great change.”

The people’s congress sys-
tem, which was set up under the
CPC's auspices, laid the politi-
cal foundation for China’s so-
cialist system, he pointed out.
China, Mr. Hu emphasised,
must stick to and improve the
present system. Commending
the socialist democratic politics
under this model, he said the
rule of law and the task of mobi-

lising people for building “a rel-,

atively affluent society in an
all-round way” should be perse-
vered with.

s congress system, as the
fundamental political system,
fits China’s special conditions
by embodying China’s socialist
characteristics and representing
Chinese people’s right as the
master of the country,” said Mr.

Hu. — AP
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By P. S. Suryanarayana_ -

SINGAPORE, SEPT. 10. The (ﬁJling
Communist Party of China
(CPCQ) is set to turn the spotlight
on its own “governance capabil-
ities,” with a view to enhancing
them. The fourth plenary ses-
sion of the CPC’s Central Com-
mittee, scheduled to convene
between September 16 and 19,
will focus on the party’s “ruling
capacity.”

The party plenum’s agenda
was outlined by the Political Bu-
reau of the CPC’s Central Com-
mittee at the conclusion of its
preparatory meeting in Beijing

Tuesday. It was i;ldiéated, i}1\

an official version by the party,
that the Political Bureau decid-
ed to send a draft resolution on
this subject to the fourth plen-
um of the CPC’s 16th Central
Committee for its approwval.

The Political Bureau’s ‘meet-
ing in Beijing was presided over
by the CPC General Secretary
and China’s President, Hu Jin-
tao. ' '

This meeting “heard a report”
on the drafting of the “Resolu-
tion on the Building of Ruling
Capacity of the Party.” The dis-
cussion centred on “lots of con-
structive comments and

-~

"CPC to highlight its ‘ry!in capabilities’

oposals from different local-
ities, departments and circles as
well as the delegates of the 16th
CPC Congress.”

It was pointed out during the
Political Bureau’s meeting that
the CPC must accelerate efforts
to fashion its ruling capacity so
as to meet the “demands of the
new situation” during China’s
current “crucial stage of reform
and development drive.” )

The new accent on raising the
CPC’s governance capabilities
acquires importance in the con-
text of the recent leadership
changes at the helm of the party
and the state.

THE HINDU
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BEUING, AUG. 21. The Chinese
President, Hu Jintao, has lauded
the “indelible historic contribu-
tions” of Deng Xiaoping in na-
tion-building and asserted that
the revolutionary policies of the
late paramount leader would be
adhered forever by the 1.3 bil-
lion Chinese people. “Deng
Xiaoping made indelible histor-
ic contributions to the Commu-
nist Party of China (CPC), the
nation and the people during
more than 70 years of his revo-
lutionary career, and won the
love and esteem of all CPC
members, soldiers and people
of various ethnic groups across
the country,” Mr. Hu said.
Speaking on the eve of the 100th

_birth centenary of Deng which

will be marked on Sunday, Mr.
Hu, also General Secretary of
the ruling CPC, said the late
leader’'s  scientific  policies
would be the guide for Chinese
people in their endeavour to
make the country a developed
nation.

“Deng’s great achievement
will be enshrined in the glorious
history of the Chinese nation,

Deng’s ideas will guide §J
China forever: Hu o

and his scientific theory will
guide Chinese people forever,” hua news agency quoted Chen
Mr. Hu said. Yunlin, director of the Taiwan
Deng, who died in 1997 at age  Affairs Office, as saying late on
92, introduced the reform and Friday.
opening-up policies in China However, Beijing would
that paved the way for a market maintain its primary policy of
economy. peaceful reunification, Chen
told Xinhua. Deng’s theory on
Tough message reunification would remain the
China invoked Deng today in guiding principle in resolving
its campaign to recover Taiwan, the Taiwan issue, he said.
lauding his proposal to recover Beijing has regarded Taiwan
the island by a “one country, as a renegade province that
two systems’’ formula but say-
ing he never gave up the threat
of force. The issue of Taiwan's
reunification with the mainland
has turned the Taiwan Strait in- . .
to Asia’s most dangerous flash- Splashed in media
point  since the March Deng'’s views on everything
re-election of the Taiwanese from bridges to economic re-
President, Chen Shui-bian, who forms have been splashed
has enraged Beijing by espous- across the media in recent
ing independence for the self- weeks.
ruled democratic island, analy- The propaganda barrage is
sts say. aimed both at reminding Chi-
“Deng stressed in the nese to whom they owe their
mid-1980s that China should new prosperity and to under-
never abandon militagy means score the legitimacy of leaders
as an option in resélving the who have succeeded him, and

Taiwan’s separatists,” the Xin-

force if necessary, since the two
split after the end of a civil war
in 1949.

Taiwan issue, whj ?uld deter their policies. — PTI, Reuters
I I 7
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1 Peng washes

Reuters A

Beijing, August 18 N

CHINESE EX-PREMIER Li
Peng, dubbed the Butcher of
Beijing for declaring mar-
tial law days before troops
crushed the 1989 Tianan-
men protests, has defended
his role in the massacre by
invoking late leader Deng
Xiaoping for the first time.
Analysts saw the essay, ti-
tled Commemorating Deng
Xiaoping, as an attempt by Li
to wash his hands of the con-
troversial decision and clear
his name. In a rare essay
published in the monthly
magazine Seeking Truth — a
Communist Party mouth-
piece — Li said Deng had “fi-
rmly and forcefully backed”
the government’s decision to
send troops and tanks into
Beijing’s Tiananmen Square.
Hundreds were killed on
June 3-4 when the army cru-

THE e vy A

Deng Xiaoping & Li Peng
Passing the buck

shed the student-led pro-de-
mocracy demonstrations th-
at had occupied the square
for several weeks. Li, who
had gone on television to de-
clare martial law just days
beforehand, was widely bla-
med for the carnage.

“A serious political distur-
bance took place in China
between the spring and sum-
mer of 1989,” the 75-year-old
Li wrote in the article pub-
lished just before Sunday’s

kL R

100th anniversary of Deng’s
birth. “With the boldness of
vision of a great revolution-
ary and politician, comrade
Deng Xiaoping and other old
comrades firmly and force-
fully backed resolute meas-
ures by the party and the go-
vernment without delay,”
said Li, who as premier at
the time was reviled thro-
ughout China for his role in
the crackdown.

Analysts said the party’s

19 MG

hands of nanmen

Q\\Ax'

elite 198-member Central Co-
mmittee had approved publi-
cation of the essay in its ma-
gazine, indicating that the
leadership had no intention
of overturning the official
verdict that the protests were
a “counter-revolutionary re-
bellion”, or subversive.

The government bans
public commemoration of
the anniversary, fearing it
could spark fresh protests
against high unemployment,
heavy taxes on farmers and
a widening gap between rich
and poor. “Putting down that
political disturbance en-
sured the long-term stability
of the country and provided
indispensable conditions for
China’s future development
and improvement,” Li said.

An increasing number
believe the massacre was
unavoidable and paved the
way for the stability and br-
eakneck economic growth.
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/ARMY STAGES FIRST PARADE IN HONG KONG » BEMING WARNS TAIWAN AGAINST INDEPENDENCE BID

HONG KONG, Aug. 1. — China’s

military staged its first parade in

Hong Kong today, with 3,000 soldiers
marching crisply in formation as oth-
ers rode in armoured vehicles and
helicopters, as part of Beijing’s
efforts to boost patriotism and soothe
lingering political tensions.

Hong Kong’s people have been

incensed at China’s refusal to speed
up democracy here. This former
British colony was guaranteed
Western-style civil rights — nonexis-
tent in the mainland — when it was
handed back to China in 1997.

The People’s Liberation Army
invited all of Hong Kong’s pro-
-democracy lawmakers to the parade,

where the Chinese soldiers — with

their neat green uniforms and rifles
— marched to mark the. 77th
anniversary of the PLA, which won
control of mainland China for Mao
Zedong’s Communists amid civil war
in 1949. ‘

Some said they were impressed.
“They are very well-trained and disci-
plined and leave us with a lasting
impression,” said. Hong Kong’s top
Opposition leader, Mr Yeung Sum,
who watched the 'parade with eight
other Democratic Party lawmakers.

The PLA has been here since Hong
Kong’s 1997 return to China, but its
troops usially stay in their barracks
and keep an extremely low profile.

Their arrival seven years ago was
met with suspicion by. many Hong
Kong people, who were shocked by the
use of tanks and troops against
Beijing’s Tiananmen Square pro-de-
mocracy movement on 4 June 1989. °

Many saw Beijing’s invitation to
the pro-democracy politicians as a
conciliatory gesture to those China
has viewed as troublemakers. But the
move is also one with a bit of a barb,
because the Opposition figures
would be standing at attention as the
PLA marched past.

The' pro-democracy, activists rou-
tinely hold annual candlelight vigils to
mark the deaths of hundreds —if not
thousands — of unarmed people in
the PLA’s crackdown on Tiananmen
Square. But some analysts said Beijing
may also be reminding people who is
in charge of Hong Kong and send a
warning to those who oppose China.

- China fl

SHOW OF STRENGTH: Soldiers of the People’s Liberation Army of China participate in their first public paradé in Hong Kong on Sunday. — AFP

Despite his remarks on_ today’s
spectacle, Mr Yeung didn’t see
Beijing’s move as a breakthrough in
its relations with Hong Kong’s
Opposition. “This is just a ceremony
and not real communication,” he
said, adding that the lawmakers did-
n’t have a chance to talk with main-
land officials at the event.

He 'said he hoped the opposltmn'-g .
can visit Beijing and discuss democs *

racy with leaders there after
September’s legislative elections, in

v 2 ﬁ”"‘

THE STATESMAN

which ordinary people will directly
chbose half of 60 lawmakers.

The Hong Kong and Beijing gov-
ernments fear that voters will side
overwhelmingly with anti-govern-
ment and pro-democracy candidates,

which could spell political trouble for -

the Hong Kong administration.
Warning to 'Ihiwan ’

Chmas People’s beeratlon Army
(PLA) celebrated its 77th founding

. SRR

day with the defence minister issuing a
stern warning to Taiwan that the 1.2-
million-strong military has will and the
ability to “crush” the island’s bid for
independence, the state media report-
ed today, PTI adds from Beijing.

China’s PLA has the ability to
“crush” any. attempt by Taiwan to
move - towards independence, the
minister, Gen. Cao Gangchuan, said
in a speech at a reception he hosted
on the eve of the 77th founding day
here yesterday.

Gen. Cao claimed the Chinese
army had the determination and abil-
ity to “smash” any separatist conspir-
acy by proponents of Taiwan inde-
pendence. At the same time, he
restated Beljlngs stance that the
Chinese mainland will stick to the
“peaceful " reunification,  One
Country, Two Systems” principle to
strive for the reunification of China.
But China will not allow anybody to
bréak Taiwan away from China in any
way, he added.
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Chinese officials have used the term ‘peaceful rise’ to describe an ideal growth plan for
China’s economic, political and military expansion. But whatever the future evolution of this
blueprint for development, says EVAN S MEDEIRQOS, the term itself has been publicly debated

HINA recerXly conducted a

quiet but important policy
debate over the country’s

QP strategic direction in global
affdirs. In newspapers, magazines,
and internal papers, Chinese offi-
cials and scholars argued whether
the concept of “China’s peaceful
rise” (ZHongguo de heping jueqi)
should be adopted as the motto
for its rapidly expanding role in
international politics. This debate,
which may continue, serves as a
reminder of China’s effort to
shape external perceptions as
Beijing’s power and influence
exparnds.

Beginning in late 2003, senior
Chinese leaders and prominent
analysts began promoting the
dotion of “peaceful rise” (heping
jueqi) as “the new pathway” (xin
daolu) and the strategic choice for
China in the coming decades.

Recognising that China’s influ-
ence in international economic
and security affairs is rapidly
increasing — and that this is gener-
ating concern among major pow-
ers and Asian nations alike -
Chinese leaders have begun pitch-
ing this new line to policymakers
all over the world.

“Peaceful rise” is China’s way of
acknowledging the historical
prablems associated with being a
rising power and signalling to the
world that Beijing seeks to man-
age this process to prevent con-
flict. In many ways, the promotion
of this idea is China’s long delayed
answer to the “China Threat”
debate and the efforts by other
countries to define China’s future
global position. Following Premier
Wen Jiabao’s first use of the term
at a speech at Harvard University
in-December of last year, the
phrase “peaceful rise” rapidly
became part of the new Chinese
lexicon for talking about its evolv-
ing role in world affairs.

Chinese policymakers and ana-
lysts argue that, as China rises, it
seeks to avoid the competition-
inducing policies of Weimar
Germany, Imperial Japan, and the
Soviet Union in the Cold War.
According to Zheng Bijian, the
main architect of this theory and a
former senior governthent official
with strong Party credentials and
links to the current leadership,
“The only choice for China under
the current international situation
is to rige_peacefully, namely, to
develop taking advantage of
the peaceful international envi-
ronment,;and at the same time to
maintain@orld peace through its
development.” :

Yet, acceptance of this new term
within China was not a fait accom-
pli, despite such high-level
endorsement. Unlike in past years

when the Communist Party was’

\the dominant force in foreign pol-
cy discourse, “peaceful rise” did
not -automatically enter China’s

vaunted orthodoxy
of foreign policy ex-
pressions like “peace
and development”
and “one country,
two systems.”
Rather, many
Chinese scholars and
analysts questioned [
the meaning and ac-
curacy of the new
expression.  Inter-
national observers §
have also begun to |
notice some of its
weaknesses, such as |
its unclear ‘and
potentially contra-
dictory treatment of
the Taiwan issue.
China’s internal
debate centred on a
few arguments. Ma-
ny opposed the use
of the term “rise”
(juegi) arguing that
China is not rising
and will not rise
given the myriad of
economic and social
problems complicat-

ing its transition
from a planned to a
market  economy

They argue it is too
early to talk about
rising, which is a far too optimistic
characterisation of China’s cur-
rent socio-economic evolution,
Others in China objected to the
use of “rise” because it connotes a
China-led “power transition” in
the region and possibly the emer-
gence of a new power centre in
Asia. Such terminology would do

This is China’s way
of acknowledging the
historical problems
associated with being
a rising power and
signalling to the world
that Beijing seeks to
manage this process
to prevent conilict

little to assuage concerns of neigh-
bouring nations.

Furthermore, a small, but vocal
minority opposed China’s com-
mitment to a rise that is peaceful.
This group, which did not just
include the military, argued that
committing to a peaceful rise
could undermine China’s ability to
deter Taiwan from moving
towards formal, legal separation
from the Mainland. Cross Strait
relations continue to grow tenser
and more militarised, and few in
Beijing trust any of the commit-

ments of Taiwan’s leadership.
Thus, it is argued in China, this
new strategy would send the
wrong signal to Taiwan during a
highly unstable period.

In May this year, a turning point
in the debate on peaceful rise
occurred. During a speech at the
Boao Forum for Asia held on
Hainan island, China’s version of
the annual World Economic
Forum, China’s President Hu
Jintao used the expression “peace-
ful development” (heping fazhan)
to refer to China’s external strate-
gy. This articulation likely set the
marker on the official expression.
Hu’s non-use of the term “rise”
indicates his agreement with ana-
lysts who favoured a less con-
frontational phrase. To be sure, it
is still too early to know whether
the new expression will traverse
the increasingly bumpy road from
academic lexicon to Party ortho-
doxy, or will end up in the
Communist Party’s overflowing
dustbin of meaningless expres-
sions.

To some extent, China’s internal
debate is encouraging. It provides
further evidence of increasing
openness in foreign policy think-
ing and in official policy formula-
tion. Chinese leaders are actively
seeking input and guidance from
analysts with extensive training,
expertise and experience in re-
gional and international affairs. In
this one instance, debates among
officials, analysts, and scholars
shaped (and are continuing to
influence) official. foreign policy

-

guidelines like peaceful rise.
China’s formulation and articu-
lation about peaceful rise, howev-
er, leaves Taiwan as a looming
contradiction. In discussing the
implications of peaceful rise for
the Taiwan issue, most Chinese
commentators view Taiwan as an

exception. Some officials and

scholars firmly argue that Taiwan
is strictly a domestic issue that for-
eigners intrude into. A larger body
of scholars and analysts highlight
China’s strong national sentiment
for reunification and the leader-
ship’s stated willingness to bear

“any costs” for that goal - regard-.

less of the implications for
Beijing’s strategy of peacefully ris-
ing.

Yet, for many US policymakers
and analysts, Taiwan is the litmus
test of China’s future role in glob-
al affairs. China’s resolution of the
Taiwan situation is one of the most
important indicators of how China
will use its growing economic
influence, diplomatic skills and
military might to shape interna-
tional affairs in the future. Ac-
cording to a November 2003
speech by secretary of state Colin
Powell, “whether China chooses
peace or coercion to resolve its
differences with Taiwan will tell us
a great deal about the kind of role
China seeks with its neighbours
and seeks with us.” Thus, the dif-
ferences between US and Chinese
perceptions could not be starker.

Some of China’s neighbours,
such as Japan, South-east Asia,
and India, likely share Wash-

< China’s peaceful rise?

Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao (right) during a meeting with US commerce secretary Donald Evans {Ieft) in Beijing. — AFP

ington’s -assessment., While most
warmly welcome the growth-
inducing effects of Taiwan’s eco-
nomic integration with the main-
land, all of them maintain strong
security ties with the USA and
continue to gradually modernise
their defence forces. If a military
conflict over Taiwan erupted, it is
not difficult to envision a scenario
in which regional concerns about
China’s willingness to use force to
resolve outstanding territorial dis-
putes in Asia would become a
prominent driver of foreign and
military policies in the region.

The future evolution of China’s
new external strategy of peaceful
rise is unclear. It reflects an
encouraging recognition by Chi-
nese policymakers that they need
to define how China will use its
expanding global influence in
ways conducive to regional and
global stability. Regardless of how
peace loving the Chinese people
feel they are, Chinese leaders
need to take into account the
legitimate concerns of its Asian
neighbours and major powers in
the region. Whether Chinese lead-
ers can translate this new expres-
sion into tangible policies and
deeds of reassurance remains an
open question.

This article appeared in YaleGlobal
Online, a publication of the Yale
Center for the Study of Globa-
lization, and is reprinted with per-
mission. Copyright © 2004 Yale
Center for the Study of Globa-
lization.
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WHO team for China

Beijing, April 25 (PTI): ng.k\

cerned by the spurt in Sars
cases, the World Health Organi-
sation today decided to send a
team of experts to China to help
it fight the deadly disease, which
appears to have infected four
more people in the last 24 hours.

“WHO will send an expert
team to China to assist its health
ministry investigate the cause of
Sars cases reported recently,”
WHO spokesperson based in
China, Bob Dietz, said.

WHO will send a team of two
or three experts in laboratory
bio-safety to China to investigate
possible links between the Insti-
tute of Virology in Beijing and
the Sars cases reported recently
in the country, he said.

j The teanz will arrlve in China
ithin a few days, he said adding
that since April 22, it has report-
ed two confirmed and six sus-
pected Sars cases in east Anhui
province and Beijing.

With two persons working in
the laboratory at the Institute of
Virology testing positive, the ex-
perts feel the infection may have
spread from the laboratory.

The laboratory was sealed on
Friday after one person from
Anhui tested positive while an-
other from Beijing was suspect-
ed to be infected by the virus.

Dietz said he does not see the
disease as a “significant” threat
o public health in China. How-
ever, he said the situation could
change if the Sars coronavirus

was transmltted through con-
tact, including sharing a taxi or
from a waitress at arestaurant.

The Chinese health ministry
earlier said every new case re-
ported has been traced to a sin-
gle patient.

The ministry said the four
suspected Sars patients had
close contact with Li, a nurse
who was diagnosed with the
deadly disease. The persons who
contracted the disease include
Li’s parents, aunt and a female
patient surnamed Xu who once
lived in the same ward with Li.

According to the ministry,
the 337 people who came in con-
tact with the patients have been
put under medical observation
in Beijing.
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BEUING, APRIL 10. China’s Premier, Wen Jia-
bao, has halted plans for a huge dam sys-
tem in the country’s most spectacular
canyon, it was reported yesterday.

The news raises hopes that the world’s
fastest developing country may be pausing
to take stock of the environmental destruc-
tion caused by its explosive economic
expansion. ‘

The reprieve for the pristine Nu river —
one of only two major waterways left un-
dammed in China — may prove temporary,
however, as few details have been made
public about Beijing’s change of tack.

But even a slight hesitation will encour-
age environmentalists who have been urg-
ing the Government to consider the impact
on nature -of its drive for new energy
TeSOUrces.

The Chinese media reported Mr. Wen as
citing social and environmental concerns
in ordering a review of the scheme to build
more than a dozen hydroelectric power
plants along the Nu, which, with the Me-
kong, is one of south-east Asia’s two great
rivers.

From its source in the Himalayas of Ti-
bet, the Nu (“angry river” in Chinese) flows
2,800km through Yunnan province — a re-
gion rich in ethnic and biological diversity
— and on into Burma and northern Thai-
land, where it is known as the Salween.

The river is at the heart of a remote area,
a United Nations world heritage site that
has been called the “Grand Canyon of the

By Jonathan Watts

Orient”. It is home to more than 80 en-
dangered species, including snow leopards
and Yunnan snub-nosed antelopes, as well
as wild elephants and oxen.

Last year Beijing announced plans to ex-
ploit the Nu to meet the thirst for energy. In
China’s biggest hydropower scheme to
date, construction firms in Liuku, Yunnan
province, were to start work this year on the
first of 13 dams that would together gener-
ate 21.3 million kilowatts of electricity.

The 20-year project was drawn up by
China Huadian, one of the country’s five
biggest utilities. It has been estimated that
rising water levels would force the reloca-
tion of 50,000 people, mostly from ethnic
minorities such as the Yi, Lisu and Miao,
whose way of life in the canyon has
changed little for centuries.

Although it has sparked less of an inter-
national outcry than the controversial
Three Gorges dam on the Yangtze, which
began operating last year, the Nu plan has
met fierce domestic resistance.

Last year, the state environment protec-
tion agency dispensed with its usual cau-
tion to declare outright opposition to the
plan and insist that the Nu river remain
unspoiled. In a sign of embryonic public
debate on the environment, the Chinese a-
cademy of social sciences also voiced
concern.

Downstream communities — particular-
ly in Thailand — have also condemned the
plan. Last year, a coalition of 80 environ-
mental groups sent a protest letter to Beij-
ing, insisting that it be abandoned.

~XrChina halts mega dam project

To their surprise, Mr. Wen, who has in-
troduced a populist “people-first” policy
since taking office a year ago, appears ready
to listen. “We should carefully consider and
make a scientific decision about major hy-
droelectric projects such as this that have
aroused a high level of concern in society,
and with which the environmental protec-
tion side disagrees,” he was quoted as say-
ing in Ta Kung Pao, a Hong Kong
newspaper close to the Government.

It is far from certain, however, how long
this delay will last.

Although the appalling environmental
impact of China's growth is increasingly ap-
parent in its poliuted air and waters, it will
be difficult for state planners to kick the
addiction to rapid growth. ‘

Mr. Wen has called for balanced devel- |
opment that minimises environmental and |
social damage, but the Government still be- |:
lieves it must achieve at least 7 per cent)
growth per year to provide jobs for China's
vast and increasingly tetchy workforce. This
resuited last year in a 15 per cent surge in
demand for power, to 1.8 trillion kilowatt
hours. i

Even with the start of electricity gener-
ation at the Three Gorges and increased oil
imports, China could not satisfy these
needs.

Last summer, much of the country suf-
fered power cuts as the wealthier sections
of its 1.3 billion population switched on
their air-conditioners. The Nu’s reprieve
may not last long. — ©Guardian Newspa-
pers Limited 2004
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The North-SouthAéwde

EGIONAL DISPARITY has al-
ways been a problem in big
countries. Even China has its
underdeveloped north-west and
its gleaming soutfiern coastal provinces.
In India, the idea of
across all regions had attracted policy
intervention for 40 years. But in the last
few years, inequalities between states
have accentuated, leading to migration

and a rise in the number of urban poor.

According to the Associated Chambers
of Commerce and Industry, south India
is growing at a faster rate than the
northern states in agriculture, industry
and services and its contribution to the
GDP increased from 22 per cent in the
Eighties to 26 per cent in 2000.

Some northern states have been fac-
ing problems in agriculture due to
inadequate road connectivity and the
frequent occurrence of drought. In
the services sector, with the southern
states becoming a software hub, natu-
rally they are ahead. Many northern
states have remained industrially

e
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ced growth °

backward uSe of hCK , :
ture — shortages and interruyj nsin'

power supply. 5

The pace of reforms in the states is
the determining factor of their growth
rates. Faster-growing states also have
lower rates of population growth, high-
er literacy rates and women in the work
force. Sick PSUs are concentrated in
certain geographical regions and not in
regions with high job growth. Ranking
by criteria like literacy rates, poverty
ratio, hunger and infant mortality, also
leads to a similar conclusion about dis-
parate development. With arise in inter-
state inequalities, tensions between bet-
ter-off states and states with a worse
track record increase. The better per-
formers have to cross-subsidise the lag-
gards through revenue sharing. So the
need for policy interventions and ap-
propriate targeting for the provision of
food ‘security, employment, education
and heaith becomes important. Ideally,
the ‘trickle down’ effect of growth
should percolate down to all regions.

18 Mg onn,



/" Now, a permanent address ip Clvli%\&

THE CENTRAL tenet of Marxism is the
abolition of private property. So when
the Chinese are granted the constitu-
tional protection of private property,
one stops and takes note. There has
been a real estate boom in China over
the last 20 years, with 97,751 villas and
luxury apartments coming up in 2002
alone — a 35 per cent increase from 2001
— with Beijing accounting for nearly 10
per cent of those built. On the flip side,
with many developers running into
trouble over government permits and
banks being asked last year to lend only
to credit-worthy developers, incomplete
buildings now dot the rural landscape.
With such heavy investment in the
property market of laie, Y3 per cent of
the people are keen un o sironger con-
stitutional protection cf their property
rights. However, the legalising of pri-
vate property could also mean slower
progress in China’s gleaming network
of highways and flyovers. A prime ex-

-

v

ample is India’%frg).ruct projects
that have suffered mainly because. of
the difficulties in the acquisition of pri-
vate land that lies along the highways.
The earlier property laws meant that
millions of Chinese could be pushed out
of their rural homes overnight without
adequate compensation. ,

Today, China is modifying its ideology.
The 2002 formulation that allowed pri-
vate businessmen to join the Commu-
nist Party has been constitutionally
amended. It’s now the turn of ordinary
citizens to be assured that the assets
they acquire as a result of the privatisa-
tion of housing won’t be arbitrarily
seized from them. It’s a logical step to
protecting the interests of both entre-
preneurs and citizens who have made
China the rich and powertul nation that
it is today. The question on every China-
watcher’s mind now: will this be fol-
lowed by a privatisation of the commu-
nity — in other words, democracy?

L
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»China legalises .
) private property .5

BELING, MARCH 14. China today amended its Constitution to
protect private property rights and formalised .a former Presi-
dent’s once-unthinkable legacy — inviting entrepreneurs to
join the Communist Party.

The legislature also added to China’s Constitution the first-
ever mention of human rights. But the language said nothing
about protecting free political expression — a key issue for
government critics.

The moves came on the 10th and final day of the 2,904-
| member parliament, the National People’s Congress, which |
i held its annual meeting in the Great Hall of the People on
Beijing’s Tiananmen Square. '

“These changes to the Constitution are of great significance |
to the development of China,” said the Prime Minister, Wen |
Jiabao. China’s No. 2 leader and legislative chief, Wu Bangguo,
said the constitutional change “lays down the ground rules for |
our struggle.” ' |

The vote to adopt the slate of constitutional amendments |
was 2,863 in favour, 10 against and 17 abstaining. “The high
number of yes votes shows that the changes reflect the will of
the Chinese people,” Mr. Wen said.

The constitutional ‘protection of private property was the |

first since the Communists took power in 1949. It was largely
symbolic: China already has laws oniprivate property, but with
millions of people starting businesses and buying homes and
stocks, entrepreneurs have lobbied for constitutional
| guarantees. ‘
i Entrepreneurs are a pivotal part of the Communist Party’s
plans to open China’s economy and attract foreign investment |
— both to its booming eastern seaboard and, as Mr. Wen em-
phasised at this year’s meeting — to the still-impoverished
i countryside.

The awkwardly named “Three Represents” theory of inviting !
entrepreneurs into the Communist Party was the brainchild of
the former Chinese President, Jiang Zemin, who retired last
year. — AP
| Another report on Page 16
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Chinese Premier vows to
% boost rural income

BEIJING, March 5. —
China’s Premier vowed to
increase rural income, con-
tinue economic growth and
speed up military moderni-
sation even while seeking a
peaceful resolution to the
Taiwan question, during
the opening session of the
cournitry’s annual legislative
session today.

Premier Mr Wen Jia-

bao’s remarks came as
China’s largely toothless
legislature convened for
10 days. During that time,
it will take up one of its
top agenda items: the very
uncommunist notion of
enshrining private proper-
ty in the Constitution. The
Communist Party has
approved the move, and it
is certain to be endorsed.

The party says the mea-
sure, which enshrines the
country’s increasingly cap-
italist outlook, will help
promote economic reform
and improve life for mil-
lions of Chinese.

e
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Mr Wen, laying out
plans for the coming year,
said he expected seven per
cent growth in the Chinese
economy during 2004 —
compared to 9.1 per cent
the year before — and tar-
geted a key priority of the
leadership: lifting hun-
dreds of millions of rural
Chinese from poverty.

Premier Wen

“We must take more
direct and effective poli-
cies... to strengthen, sup-
port and protect agricul-
ture and increase rural
incomes in line with the
needs to balance urban
and rural deveJepment.”

He also fe€used on the
expansig” of private con-

- points to the top priority for the
one-year old government of
Premier Wen and President Hu
| Jintao: harnessing the economy

| - to make sure that development
stays on-track. without widening -
the rich-poor
,threalen thelr hold on power.

sumption, a key pillar of
the economic reform that,
in a single generation, has
taken China from a
planned communist econ-
omy to a freewheeling ex-
periment in private enter-
prise.

Also on tap at the yearly
meeting of the National

People’s Congress was a

E focuson rurammmeﬁ

gap that could

new mllltary budget to be
released tomorrow, days
before a Taiwanese elec-
tion and referendum on
missiles that China has
pointed at the island.

Mr Wen amplified the
government's  oft-stated
policy — Beijing “will never
allow anyone to split

. ‘ MAR 2008

Taiwan from China by any
means”. But he also reiter-
ated that peace was the
preferred path. “We will do
everything possible to bring
about the peaceful reunifi-
cation of the motherland.”

Mr Wen said the leader-
ship was “stepping up
efforts” to make sure the
People’s Liberation Army
is up to any task it faces.
“We will  energetically
carry forward military
reforms with Chinese
characteristics and work
hard to modernise nation-
al defence and armed
forces to a higher stage of
development.”

Also in the works is the
development of “new and
high-technology weaponry
and equipment” and the
training of “a new type of
highly competent mili-
tary”, the Premier said,
according to the official
Xinhua news agency.

Lawmakers also will
review  anti-corruption
measures but did not spec-
ify if any legal changes
were planned.




-~ NPC SESSION / CONSTITUTION TO BE AMENDED

Focus on rig

By P. S. Suryanarayana °

SINGAPORE, MARCH 5. The Chi-
nese Prime Minister, Wen Jia-

bao, today pledged to sustain’

the country’s “independent for-
eign policy of peace”, even as a
crucial session of the National
People’s Congress (NPC or Par-
liament) began at the Great Hall
of the People in Beijing.
Identifying some of the for-
eign policy challenges as the re-
emergence of the “tendency to-
wards unilateralism” as also
local conflicts and “internation-
al terrorist activity”, Mr. Wen
said ‘China would continue to
strive for a new international
political and economic order

that would be “fair and
equitable”.
He said the Government

would “energetically carry for-
ward military reforms with Chi-
nese characteristics and work
hard to modernise national de-
fence and armed forces [taking
them] to a higher stage of devel-
opment”’. Maintaining that
Beijing “will never allow anyone
to split Taiwan from China by
any means”’, Mr. Wen said the
long-term stability and prosper-
ity of Hong Kong and Macao
would remain an “unshakable
goal”. Setting a target of seven
per cent economic growth rate
for 2004, he said the idea was to
ensure “a stable and rapid eco-
nomic growth without drastic
fluctuations”. The growth wit-
nessed in 2003 was of the order
of 9.1 per cent, he noted, even
as he outlined a programme of

hts, private propeﬁy

Chinese leaders assembled in Beijing’s Great Hall of the People for the opening
ceremony of the National People’s Congress on Friday. — AP

reforms. The 10th NPC’s second
annual session, scheduled to
last about 10 days, is expected
to consider some qualitatively
new draft amendments to the
country’s Constitution.

The “protection of human
rights”, the inviolability of “le-
gal private property” and the
doctrine of emergency law are

among the proposals for possi- -

ble adopnon by the NPC plena-
Iy session.
The relevant draft measures

were approved by the governing
Communist Party of China
[CPC] before the Standing Com-
mittee of the NPC approved
them several weeks ago. All
these amendments were crafted
on the basis of a theory that the
CPC and, therefore, the State
represent the advanced produc-
tion (or, productive) forces as
also the advanced cultural
forces and the overwhelming
majority of the Chinese people.
Western diplomats and analysts

THE HINDU

g MAL ¢

tend to view the proposed con-
stitutional amendments as a
form of new “capitalist manifes-
to”. The phrase, popularised by
Guy Kawasaki in a different
context, is meant to convey the
general perception of a qualita-
tive shift from the communist
manifesto.

A key proposal, if adopted,
will call upon the State “to re-
spect and guarantee human
rights” within the parameters of
the Chinese social milieu.
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~ Flu worsens in China

i}
Hanoi, Feb. 4 (Reuters): The
death toll from Asia’s bird flu
outbreak rose to 15 today as the
virus ravaged poultry flocks in
10 countries and, most worrying,
spread in China.

Vietnam said a 17-year-old
woman had died of the disease
and Thailand said tests con-
firmed a six-year-old boy who
died earlier in the week was in-
fected with the H5N1 virus.

The H5N1 bug, which can
cross the species barrier, is still
spreading despite a mass slaugh-
ter of poultry the UN’s Food and
Agriculture Organisation says it
estimates at 50 million birds.

Guangdong, the southern
Chinese province from which
the Sars virus emerged before af-
fecting 30 countries last year and
killing nearly 800 people, defi-
nitely has the H5N1 avian virus.

Now 12 of the vast country’s

7o 4 M

31 provinces have confirmed or
suspected outbreaks of bird flu.
The FAO said bird flu had been
confirmed in 53 of Vietnam’s 64
provinces. China has yet to re-
port any human infections, un-
like badly hit Thailand with 17
suspected cases as well as five
confirmed and two probable
deaths from the disease.

Most of the deaths have been
attributed to direct contact with
infected fowl, like the Thai boy
who was present when his
grandfather killed chickens.

But Guangdong, where peo-
ple live cheek by jowl with poul-
try and other farm animals, is
widely regarded as a breeding
ground for viruses which could
cause a pandemic in humans.

That is still regarded as a re-
mote threat and the WHO said
the possibility that two Viet-
namese sisters might have

caught bird flu from their broth-
er did not mean a pandemic was
any nearer. But, WHO
spokesman Peter Cordingley
said, the battle against bird flu
was not being won.

“We are looking at a very seri-
ous situation in terms of the
virus in the poultry world,” he
told Reuters Television in Mani-
la. “At the moment, we are losing
more than we are winning.”

The FAQ also said in a state-
ment a smaller outbreak in Laos,
sandwiched between China,
Vietnam and Thailand, had not
been stopped despite cullings on
20 farms. Thailand is one coun-
try which believes it is winning
the fight. Its “red zones”, the 5-
km area around a confirmed
outbreak within which the gov-
ernment orders the slaughter of
all poultry, were down to just 14
in seven provinces.
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fChma }osmg flu war
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Bemng, Jan. 31 (Reuters)
China’s window of opportunity
to stop the spread of bird flu is
narrowing, the WHO said, while
the country stepped up checks
on poultry nationwide for signs
of the deadly virus.

That window closed a bit
more today, when China an-
nounced two new areas suspect-
ed of having cases of bird flu —
one in the central province of
Hubei and one in the southern
province of Guangdong.

China confirmed outbreaks
in the provinces of Hubei and
Hunan to be the lethal H5N1
strain of avian influenza yester-
day, and announced four new
areas of suspected infection —
two in Anhui province, one in
Guangdong and one in the city of
Shanghai.

“We have repeatedly said
there is a brief window of oppor-

tunity to act within China. This
latest news strongly suggests
that the window is getting small-
er with each passing day,” said
WHO disease surveillance spe-
cialist Julie Hall.

Earlier this week, China con-
firmed an outbreak in the south-
ern region of Guangxi border-
ing Vietnam. Bird flu has spread
rapidly to 10 Asian countries,
killing at least eight people in
Thailand and Vietnam. Chinese
authorities have been culling
poultry within 3 km of infected
farms, vaccinating birds within
5 km and established national
command headquarters.

Today China also halted ex-
ports from Anhui, Guangdong
and Shanghai, following bans on
shipments abroad from the other
infected areas. On the outskirts
of China’s financial hub, Shang-
hai, teams of inspectors de-

scended on villages and markets
without warning yesterday, resi-
dents said, seizing tens of thou-
sands of fowl, spraying disinfec-
tant and burning piles of bird
dung. At least 20,000 chickens
had been culled in a single day at
Shanghai's largest wholesale
poultry trading station in an out-
lying northeastern district.

YHE TELEGRAPH ¢ ¢ ¢° 200!




" China denies

— D ALY
flu cover-up

Bangkok, Jan. 29 (Reuters):
China, accused of deceiving the
world over Sars, denied today a
similar cover-up that allowed the
bird flu scourge to sweep across
Asia.

China’s foreign ministry
spokeswoman Zhang Qiyue said
the accusation made in the
British weekly New Scientist “is
completely inaccurate, is with-
out proof and moreover does not
respect science”.

The New Scientist report
quoted experts as saying they
suspected the new strain of bird
flu, which could be a greater
threat than Severe Acute Respi-
ratory Syndrome, also began in
China, probably in the first half
of 2003. “A combination of offi-
cial cover-up and questionable
farming practices allowed it to
furn into the epidemic now
under way,” the weekly maga-
zine said.

The magazine said a decision
by China’s poultry producers to
vaccinate birds after an out-
break in Hong Kong in 1997 may
have been a mistake and could
have contributed to the current
problem. Hong Kong conducted
a mass slaughter of chickens
when the H5N1 bird fiu killed six
people.

To protect their poultry Chi-
nese producers later vaccinated
them with an inactivated H5N1

A farm worker vaccinates a
chick at a poultry farm in
Bogor, Indonesia. (AFP)

virus. Health officials fear the
H5NT1 avian flu virus might mix
with human influenza and un-
leash a pandemic among people
with no immunity to it. So far,
there is no sign of people-to-peo-
ple transmission.

“We are aware of samples
taken early last year that turned
out to be this strain exactly,”
Klaus Stohr of the WHO said.

Although Stohr would not
say where the early samples
came from, New Scientist said
comments from other experts
suggested China was the origin.
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Bird flu

WL we
AFP & Reuters
Paris/Hong Kong, Jan. 28

SCIENTISTS HAVE blamed
China for the current bird flu
epidemic, accusing it of cov-
ering up an outbreak last
year and using the wrong vac-
cine on chickens that made
them carriers of the disease.
“The outbreak began as
early as the first half of 2003,
¢ probably in China,” British
magazine New Scientist said,
citing unidentified health ex-
perts. “A combination of offi-
cial cover-up and question-
able farming practices al-
lowed it to turn into the epi-
demic now under way” The
report is carried in Saturday’s
issue, a copy of which was
made available to the press.
New Scientist says the sus-
pected cause for the wide-
spread dissemination of the
H5N1 virus was mass vacei:
nation of poultry flocks |
Chinese farmers. Worrie.
by losing their birds after ali

 pinne

an inactivated H5N1 virus.

“This may have been a
mistake,” New Scientist says,
pointing to the impact from
small genetic mismatches
that can occur between vac-
cines and the notoriously
mutating flu virus.

The mismatch meant that
Chinese birds would not be
primed to destroy the specific
form of the virus with their
immune systems. Instead, th-
ey could harbour the virus
but show no symptoms, and
80 could pass it on in to other
flocks when they were traded.
More virulent
The unusually large number
of ducks dying from bird flu
in southern China indicates
the bug has become more vir-

d on Chix

ulent, which will put more
people at risk of contracting
it, Hong Kong scientists said,
raising the alarm about chi-
lled and frozen pouliry meat,
saying the deadly H5N1 virus
could survive for years in
temperatures as low as mi-
nus 70 degrees Celsius, but
repeated that it can be killed
if meat is cooked properly.
Thai PM admits mistakes
The Thai PM has admitted to
“mistakes and errors” after
international criticism that
his government covered up
an outbreak of bird flu. “The
situation has reminded us
that even when we were so
mindful of past lessons,
mistakes and human errors
could always be possible.”

chickens in Hong Kong were |,

slaughtered to curb an out-
break of the disease in 1997,
Chinese producers started
vaccinating their birds with
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China acts to -

combat

Beijing: Asia took meas-
ured steps on Tuesday to-
wards protecting its people
against Sars as China,
fresh from its first case of
the season, began a high-
profile- slaughter of the
civet cats and other wildlife
that it believes could be
spreading the virus.
Guangdong provinee, be-
lieved to be Ground Zero of
severe acute respiratory
syndrome, raced against a
self-imposed Saturday
deadline as it moved to
eradicate the animals that
many people consider a
dinner-time delicacy.

In southern China, civet

cats were drowned, elec-
trocuted and incinerated
by the hundreds. Animal

rights activists in Hong
Kong condemned the

slaughter of civet cats as

an overreaction

Across the province, civet
cats were drowned, electro-
cuted and incinerated.

Hong Kong, which abuts
Guangdong, tightened scru-
tiny of people arriving from
the province. So did Taiwan,
where the chief of its Cen-
ter for Disease Control said
officials, worried that crea-
tures in the province’s mar-
kets might be infected with
Sars. Travellers who have
visited Guangdong in the
past ten days will have to de-
clare on a form whether
they have come into contact
with wild game, especiaily
civet cats. The measure will
last until mid-February.

In the Philippines, health
officials said on Tuesday
they had isolated and were
observing 38 people who
possibly had been in contact
with a woman suspected to
have contracted Sars. Blood
test results were expected
on Wednesday from the 42-

Vel (e
Sars»

year-o0ld woman, who had
developed a fever and pneu-
monia days after returning
from Hong Kong on Decem-
ber. 20. Her husband also
was under observation.

Singapore added ten addi-
tional thermal scanners to
the existing 20 in its airport
to check for fevers among
visitors arriving from
southern China and Hong
Kong. The scanners will be
added to walkways connect-
ing planes to the main ter-
minals of Changi airport,
where one flight a day ar-
rives from Guangzhou and
10 from Hong Kong.

China, mindful of per-
suading the world that it
was in control of the sit-
uation, said it was will-
ing and abie to deal with
the new SARS case.
“Foreigners who come
to Beijing - and Chinese

citizens - will have no
danger,” said foreign
ministry spokesman

Kong Quan, adding, “We

need to be vigilant, but

we don’t want to panic.”
In southern China, as
civet cats were drowned,
electrocuted and incinerated
by the hundreds, authorities
checked highway traffic for
smuggled animals. The gov-
ernment has issued a death
warrant for 10,000 civets - a
weasel-like mammal sold as
a delicacy in wildlife mar-
kets - and related wildlife in
Guangdong province by the
end of the week.

In Hong Kong, animal-
rights activists condemned
the slaughter of civet cats
as an overreaction. “We
don’t even know if civet cats
are the direct source of
Sars,” said Ng Cho- nam, a
university professor and di-
rector of the Conservancy
Association. The cull, he
said, should be “done in a
humane way with minimal
suffering. Drowning is
quite inhumane as it takes

about a few minutes before .

the animal dies.”ap
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- Jail for China

balloon

Beijing, Dec. 31 (Reuters): A
Chinese court sentenced an
American and a New Zealander
to up to five years in jail today
on charges of plotting to ex-
plode balloons by remote con-
trol above Tiananmen Square
and scatter pro-democracy
leaflets. \ ‘

The Beijing No 2 Intermedi-
ate People’s Court handed a
five-year prison sentence to
Chinese-born New Zealand
businessman Sun Gang, 44, and
a three-and-a-half-year term to
Taiwan-born US national Lan
Yupeng, the official Xinhua
news agency said.

No comment was available
from the US embassy or the
New Zealand mission which
were closed for the New Year
holiday. The court ruled the
men should be deported, Xinh-
ua said, adding they were also
fined unspecified amounts on
charges of inciting subversion.

It was unclear if the pair
would be deported before or
after serving their sentences.

Sun and Lan used false
names to rent a Beijing apart-
ment in May where police
found leaflets, a hacksaw and
an “airship”, it said, adding
they had colluded with an over-
seas organisation.

They also plotted to kidnap
a local person working for an
unnamed company in the
southern province of Hunan to
extract ransom money, it said.
The court also sentenced Chi-
nese national Lin Yandong, 42,
to 18 months in jail for involve-
ment in the kidnapping plot.

Lan and Sun were arrested
as they assembled hot air bal-
loons brought into China from
the US, a US-based leader of the
little-known China Federation
Party said in May. The men had
planned to explode the balloons
by remote control above
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jing’s international airport,
sending into the air 2,000
leaflets espousing the party’s
pro-democracy platform.

The staunchly anti-Commu-
nist party said it had set up a
government in exile with the
aim of fomenting “revolution”
and “overthrowing” the Com-
munists who have run China
since 1949,

Taiwan rap

China condemned Taiwan
President Chen Shui-bian
today for saying he was waging
a “holy war” against the main-
land, calling him immoral and
accusing him of fanning anti-
Beijing sentiment to win votes.
Newspapers in Taiwan,
which China regards as a rene-
i d Chen as

the March presidential election
was a holy war by the Taiwan
people against the Chinese
Communists.

“He unscrupulously fanned
Taiwan compatriots’ anti-
mainland sentiment for his
own selfish interest and for the
elections,” Zhang Mingqing,
spokesperson for China’s poli-
cy-making Taiwan Affairs Of-
fice, said. “This goes against
the will of Taiwan compatriots
to seek peace, stability and de-
velopment... This is extremely
immoral.” )

Tension has been simmeri-
ng since Taiwan passed a contr-
oversial bill in November allow-
ing referendums, which China
sees as a move towards indepe-
ndence. Beijing has threatened
force if Taiwan drags its feet on
reunification or declares state-
hood. “We are resolutely oppos-
ed to any form of Taiwan ind-
ependence,” Chinese President
Hu Jintao said.
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