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trade and ties

KABUL, Nov. 6. ~—
President Pervez
Musharraf and Afghan
President Mr Hamid
Karzai today vowed to
step up crackdown against
the terrorists holed up on
both sides of their borders
and enhance bilateral
trade and economic ties.

Gen Musharraf, in a sur-
prise visit to the neigh-
bouring country, greeted
Mr Karzai on his electoral
victory as President and
held talks with him.

Addressing a joint press
conference at the
Presidential Palace, the
two leaders reaffirmed a
strong resolve to fight ter-
rorism and said the steps
against this menace would
be in the interest of peace,
stability and development
of both countries and the
region at large.

Gen Musharraf reiterat-
ed Pakistan’s support to
reconstruction in
Afghanistan and said
Islamabad’s commitment
is open-ended. He also
referred to Pakistan's
$100 million package for
reconstruction efforts in
Afghanistan and said the
country will establish com-
munication infrastructure

and build rail and road
links with Afghainstan.
Official media reports
from  Pakistan said
President Musharraf is
the first foreign leader to
visit Kabul after Afghan
elections.

Pak rocket attack

Suspected militants
launched a rocket attack
from Pakistan territory
against US-led coalition
forces in Afghanistan ear-
lier this week, a US
spokesman said today.
The Pakistan military was
informed about the “heavy
rocketing” and immediate-
ly pounded the origin of
fire, coalition spokesman
major Scott Nelson said.

The rockets targeted
Paktia’s Shkin base,
which has come under reg-
ular fire by Taliban.
“Pakistani military on the
other side of the border
assisted us... ,” Mr Nelson
said.

“That's a very positive
thing.” He said the inci-
dent showed that
Pakistan, Afghanistan |
and coalition forces “are
operating  effectively.”
— Agencies
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By Indrani Bagchi
TiMmes NEws NETWORK

Kabul: As the dust of the
Afghan
presiden-
W tial elec-
tion set-
tles, the
focus is
oW on
Taliban
B O R reconcﬂi.
ation. On the face of it, it’s
a plan to bring into the
mainstream a large
swathe of Afghans. But it
is also the beginning of an
exit strategy for US pres-
ence in Afghanistan.

Taliban reconciliation
is being peddled by the
US and supported by the
country’s new President
Hamid Karzai. The con-
tours of this plan are that
Afghan Taliban fighters
and foot soldiers be
brought back under a
general amnesty plan.
They would be separated
from the hard-core lead-
ers who would be treated
as war criminals. The
plan has traction with
quite a few of the policy
makers within the
Afghan government. “We
have to bring back those
people who joined the
Taliban because there
was no option”, said a
senior official.

But the process could
be more difficult than

bringing Taliban

mto mainstream

P o p 7
“Karzai favours

\
el

Karzai and his officials
think, and Taliban ac-.
tivists are still sending
out statements that they
can’t be written off. A Tal-
iban associated group
calling itself Jaish-e-Mus-
limeen kidnapped three
international workers
from the Joint Electoral
Management Body on
Thursday on the Kabul-
Jalalabad highway. The
group has threatened to
execute the hostages — an
Irish woman and Kosovo
woman and Filipino man.

However, the driving
force behind the reconcili-
ation policy is that the
threatened Taliban dis-
ruption of the elections
did not really happen.
There were stray attacks,
including one on Karzai’s
helicopter during one of
his rare campaigns. And
in the weeks before the
elections, convoys of
trucks and tankers filled
with explosive devices
were intercepted.

But that apart, the fact
that the Taliban, which,
even by US reckoning, is
well over a few thousand,
let a largely violence-free
election through, has
been seized upon by most
people here. According to
others, Taliban leaders
have been in touch with
the government before the
elections. /
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Hamid Karzai has just won the first
presidential elections. In the first interview
after the elections in his office in the heavily-
guarded presidential palace in Kabul,
President Karzai tells Indrani Bagchi
that the Taliban are a spent force and
free trade is the mantra for the new
Afghan government:

\0

What is your assessment of the recent
elections?

As an Afghan, I am profoundly delighted
to see that the people proved they were
capable of taking the moment, to the benefit
of their country. It was a massive turnout.
But there were attempts. Just the day before
the elections, we caught convoys of tankers
and trucks in Kandahar and Kabul with
huge amounts of explosives. God was kind.
But the real winner of the elections, of the
war on terror, is the Afghan people.

What are your conclusions from the break-
up of the vote?

The break up of the vote is interesting. I
have won in all the urban centres, the multi-
ethnic centres of Afghanistan like Herat,
Kabul, Nangarhar, Kunduz and Balkh. Also,
I won in Iran and Pakistan (refugee camps),
two other multi-ethnic centres. But more
significant than my victory is that of
Masouda Jalal, the
only woman candi-
date. She won more
votes in areas in
which she could not
campaign or send
a  representative.
For example, in
Uruzgan province, a
stronghold of the
Taliban, she got
1,800 votes out of a
total of  60,000.
Women voted inde-

g .
§
s
7
3
s

only woman candidate.
Women voted indepen-
dently during these
polls. That was the most
important thing — em-
powerment of women.

Q(President

ment. Otherwise, they would not have
disappeared in 1-1/2 months. The desire for
change, however, was a popular one. The
people of Afghanistan have gone through
an emergency loya jirga, a constitutional
loya jirga, registration process and now the
elections. This tells us there was no political
prevalence in the Taliban.

But you are still fighting Taliban in large
parts of the country.

I don’t think the Taliban are a potent force
any more. It is a dying force. I don’t worry
about them too much any more.

Is the hunt for Mullah Omar and bin Laden
still on?

Yes, we are looking for them. Sooner or
later we will find them. They cannot escape.
They seem to have done pretty well for the
past three years.

How long did it take you to catch
Veerappan? A fugitive can be on the run for
a long time.

What do you expect from your neighbours?

A recognition that this country’s well-
being, stability and prosperity is in
their interest.

Where does India fit into your calculations?

India is an old friend of Afghanistan. We
are looking forward to a very productive
relationship. I met Manmohan Singh in New
York, and I will have
more chats with
him. I enjoy that
relationship. I hope

More significant than to go to India soon.
my victory is that of Is there an exit
Masouda Jalal, the strategy for the large

international secu-
rity presence in
Afghanistan? There
seems to be lot
of disaffection in
Afghanistan
against them.

pendently during these elections. That was
the most important thing — the empower-
ment of women. In my village which is very
conservative, at one event a woman got up
and said, I am not going to vote for a man, I
am going to vote for a woman. Men have
ruined this country.

What ‘are the priorities of
government?

I will continue with the road building

project. That is extremely important. We
need to connect provinces and districts
and sub-districts, provide electricity, give
quality education. Afghanistan has always
been the hub of free trade and transit, so we
need more investment in that area. We plan
to open up foreign investment and my job is
to make it easy for people to set up business
here. For example, we built an important
highway from Kabul to Kandahar and
Herat. Within 20 days private trans-
portation companies had started business.
But to release the entrepreneurial spirit of
the Afghans we need to have a lean but
efficient government.
The surprise this time was the lack of
violence. How did that happen with the
Taliban around?

The Taliban were not a popular move-

the new

THE TIMES OF INDIA

No, there isn’t. The Afghan people know
that without the international presence
they would be in far worse conditions.
Nobody likes intrusive security and in the
heat of the moment they may say we don’t
like them. Do you think elections could have
been held without the presence of the inter-
national security forces? But Afghanistan
has to stand on its own feet. We need our
own army, police, our own security. Out of a
70,000-strong army we have managed to
train only 15,000 personnel in the last two
years. It will be another three years before
we can get 70,000. Then we need intelligence,
police and other instruments of state
control. And we need a strong economy.
Afghanistan sits in the middle of a region
of tremendous energy potential. How will
you tap this?

We are working on the Turkmenistan-
Afghanistan-Pakistan gas pipeline. I hope
the pipeline can come to India. We have
signed an agreement and are looking for in-
ternational finance. But it will be especially
easy if India and Pakistan can be friends
and we can sell this gas to India. That will
give Afghanistan and other countries a lot of
benefits. There is a lot of oil and gas here.
But we need people to come and explore.
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A)Afghan polls

Vl\\\TroubIe from an unexpected quarter

Disruptions to Afghanistan’s landmark elections were
expected, but they have come from an unexpected
_quarter. It wasn’t the Taliban launching terrorist attacks to
cow voters and keep them at home — Afghans came out in
large numbers and voted enthusiastically. Neither was it
warlords making trouble, at least not overtly. Rather it was
marker pens which were supposed to apply indelible ink on
voters’ fingers, but didn’t in many places as the ink could be
washed off. That led many candidates to allege that multiple
voting had taken place, and all 15 challengers to President
Hamid Karzai announced a boycott. Later Karzai’s main
challenger Yunus Qanuni, and other heavyweights such as
Mohammad Mohaqiq were brought around to accepting the |
poll results after an independent inquiry, when Zalmay
Khalilzad, America’s top troubleshooter in the region, met
with them. If indeed there has been large-scale malfeasance -
in voting, this in itself is a cause for worry. President Bush is |
neck and neck with John Kerry in his own electoral fight,
and if he can showcase a successful Afghan election, he can

argue that the “war on terror” is working. ;‘(

A lot depends on what the inquiry committee decides
about the mystery of the indelible ink that could be washed |
off. Since it was supplied by an Indian company, there will
be diplomatic repercussions for Delhi if the ink was defec-
tive. Another possibility, however, is that Afghan polling
officials could have confused indelible ink markers with

- ballot markers, whose ink is washable. If this is the case,
then accident or inexperience need not be the only
explanations. A genuine democracy in Afghanistan would
be revolutionary, and there would be many both within

- Afghanistan and in the neighbourhood interested in seeing
that it does not come about. For Pakistan, having
neighbours on both eastern and western flanks who elect
their leaders would portend trouble. Those troubled by this
prospect would have reason to subvert the electoral process
in Afghanistan. Plus points could be scored against Delhi by
alleging that it supplied faulty ink to make a quick buck,
Delhi needs to be on its diplomatic toes on this one.



THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2004

M
THE FIRST PRESIDENTIAL election in Afghan-
istan’s history is back on course with the candi-
dates contesting against the incumbent Hamid
Karzai giving up their demand for the polls to
be annulled. Mr. Karzai’s 15 rivals alleged that
the election had been vitiated by widespread
malpractices and declared that they would boy-
cott the vote count if the exercise was not can-
celled. They set aside their demand after the
Joint Electoral Management Board (JEMB)
promised to set up an independent body to in-
vestigate the charges. The offer by the super-
visory body, consisting of officials of the Kabul
Government and the United Nations, provided
the protesters an opportunity to back down
without losing face. The candidates are well
aware that a thorough investigation cannot be
held in a country divided into different fief-
doms. With' communications still in a state of
disrepair, the investigators will be hard put to
complete the task before the votes are counted
and the results announced. International ob-
servers who monitored the polls did draw at-
tention to several flaws in the electoral system.
However, they were of the view that the short-
comings were not of such a magnitude as to
warrant annulment of the election.

While the counting of ballots is not likely to
be completed before the end of October, an exit
poll conducted by an international group
showed that Mr. Karzai was poised to win by a
significant margin. However, the validity of this
finding is questionable given the difficulties of
carrying out surveys in Afghanistan and refugee
camps in the neighbouring countries. As the
leading candidate of the Pakhtoon community,
which makes up almost half the population of
the country, Mr. Karzai was always expected to
have an electoral edge. But it was not certain

N4

,\"\@AN EXPERIMENT IN DEMOCRACY "

that the incumbent would cross the 50 per cent
mark, which he needs to do if a run-off with the
second placed candidate is to be avoided. The
nominee of the Northern Alliance and main
challenger, Younis Qanooni, had hoped he
would be able to persuade the other candidates
to withdraw from the race so that he could con-
front Mr. Karzai directly in the first round. While
this hope did not materialise, Mr. Qanooni re-
mains optimistic that there will be a second
round and that he will win. The Northern Alli-
ance leader is not likely to make another at-
tempt to have the electoral process annulled
even if his calculations go wrong. In turning out
in impressive numbers, Afghan voters demon-
strated that they have embraced the democratic
system. Mr. Qanooni’s decision not to boycott
the vote count appears to have been influenced
by an anxiety not to be seen at odds with the
public mood rather than by the JEMB’s promise
of an investigation or the external monitors’ ob-
servations on the validity of the election.

A verdict on the future of democracy in multi-
ethnic Afghanistan will have to be withheld until
a parliament is duly constituted. In holding the
presidential election while repeatedly postpon-
ing parliamentary polls, the Karzai Government
opened itself to the criticism that it was pursu-
ing the agenda of someone else. The timing of
the Afghan election was certainly convenient for
the United States President, George W. Bush,
who will cite the successful completion of the
exercise as a foreign policy triumph. Mr. Bush is
bound to play up the developments in Afghan-
istan in the few remaining weeks of his re-elec-
tion campaign. However, the real winners are
the Afghan people who put the horrors of the
past behind them and moved decisively to build
a new future.




" Afghan election back on

By Declan Walsh

KABUL, OCT. 12. Afghanistan’s
election crisis seemed to be
over yesterday when the main
Opposition challenger, Yunus
Qanooni, withdrew his threat to
boycott the result.

His decision cleared the way
for the votes to be counted. An
American-conducted exit poll
has predicted a handsome mar-
gin of victory for the interim
President, Hamid Karzai.

Mr. Qanooni plunged the
election into chaos on Saturday
when he led 14 other candi-
dates in declaring the poll illeg-
itimate because of allegations

, of possible fraud.

Indelible ink
An indelible ink system de-

signed to prevent multiple vot- was low, according to the pre-

ing proved faulty — some
voters washed the ink from
their hands easily — provoking
the suggestion that the election
would have to be held again.

But yesterday Mr. Qanooni
withdrew and said he had
agreed to make his complaints
to an investigation by the elec-
toral body run by the Afghan
Government and the U.N.

The ethnic Hazara leader,
Mohammed Mohaqgeq, and the
only woman candidate, Mas-
souda Jalal, had already backed
out. Others are expected-to fol-
low suit. “I do not want to be
against the election and I ap-
preciate the goodwill of the
people of Afghanistan,” Mr. Qa-
nooni said.

His chance of being elected

liminary findings of the elec-
tion’s only exit poll, by the
International Republican Insti-
tute (IRI), which predicted that
Mr. Karzai would win enough
votes to avoid a run-off against
Mr. Qanooni.

The IRI, which is linked to
the Republican party, said more
than 10,000 voters in 26 of Af-
ghanistan’s 38 provinces had
been questioned. The poll was
paid for by the U.S. Govern-
ment agency USAid.

The U.S. President, George
W. Bush, is keen to demon-
strate that Afghanistan is a for-
eign policy success during next
month’s U.S. election, particu-
larly against the backdrop of
Iraq.

Observers said the election,

track

\¥) (o

in which knillions of Afghans ig-
nored threats of Taliban vio-
lence to go to the polls, was
imperfect because of official
blunders, inexperience and
some reported vote rigging.
Inspiring experience

But in general, they said, it
was an inspiring experience. “It
is easy to be cynical but I
thought it was a really amazing
day,” a diplomat said.

But it may be the only indica-
tion of the result for several
days. With ballot boxes being
transported  from  remote
mountainous areas by road,
helicopter and mule, counting
is not due to begin until tomor-
row at the earliest.

— OGuardian Newspapers
Limited 2004 s



‘Bush hails Afghan polls;
«  Karzai says fair <

WASHINGTON/KABUL, Oct.
10. — President George W Bush

has said the election in
Afghanistan was a remarkable
achievement made possible to
some extent by his administra-
tion. “Great things are happen-
ing around the world. A really
great thing is happening in
Afghanistan. The people of that
country, who were suffering
under the Taliban regime, are
going to the polls.”

Hamid Karzai — widely
favored to win the election, said
an independent electoral panel
must decide on the opposition
complaints, but that he felt "the
election was free and fair ... it is
legitimate." "Who’s more impor-
tant, these 15 candidates, or the
millions of people who turned
out to vote?" he said.

Thousands of election workers
began the process of tallying the
results of Afghanistan’s first-
ever presidential election today,

even as controversy swirled over
the vote’s legitimacy.

What was supposed to be a
historic day in the war-ravaged
nation turned sour yesterday
when all 15 challengers to inter-
im President Hamid Karzai
withdrew in the middle of voting
with allegations of fraud and
incompetence because of faulty
ink used to mark voters’ thumbs.

Millions flocked to polling sta-
tions in remote mountain ham-
lets, dusty refugee camps and in
thousands of bullet-pocked
schools and hospitals in every
corner of the nation. Electoral
officials said turnout appeared
to be extremely high — a victory
in itself in a nation with no expe-
rience at direct elections.

“] don’t think we will see a
trend as to who is leading for
about a week,” electoral
spokesman Mr Aykut Tavsel
said. He said a final result could
take until 30 October. Threats
by the Taliban to disrupt the vote
never materialised.

\\X ©

The UN said tdday that
Afghanistan’s electoral manage-
ment body is working on a mech-
anism to investigate complaints
about the conduct of the vote.

“I believe that the intention is
to have a mechanism that
expands into what is already in
place in order to review all the
complaints and have all the trans-
parency required,” Manoel de
Almeida e Silva, a UN
spokesman said.

The candidates in the election
have alleged fraud and declared
the vote illegitimate. Some have
called for an inquiry including
UN officials.

“A fairly democratic environ-
ment has generally been observed
in the overall majority of the
polling centres,” the Free and
Fair Elections Foundation of
Afghanistan declared.

The demand by some presiden-
tial candidates for the election to
held again is unjustified, the
Organisation for Security and
Cooperation in Europe said.
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A symbolic election
ill the polls change the course of J

_ 997% Afghanistan’s tortured history? o\\

ATURDAY'S presidential polls

in Afghanistan — although it may
not compare to our normal under-
stariding of democratic elections —
constitute a landmark in the tortured
history of Afghanistan. The challenge
has been monumental and the suc-
cess or otherwise of the electoral
process must be judged in the context
of the existing situation in that coun-
try. Nearly three years after the US-
led coalition waged the war in Afgha-
nistan, the Taliban and its leader are
till around.and reportedly gaining
strength and support. The joint US-
Pakistani offensive on the Afgh-
anistan-Pakistan borders has yielded
few results except for high Pakistani
casualties. There is little security in
the country and less stability. The Tal-
iban and the Al Qaeda have been ac-
tive with their guns killing and threat-
ening anyone who has indicated an
interest in the electoral process.

The security of the country is far
from normal and the American me-
dia and experts, including Senator
John Kerry, have been extremely crit-
ical of the Bush administration for
having taken the focus off from the
Taliban and Al Qaeda — the reason
for-the war against terror. Recon-
struction is far from becoming a real-
ity. Out of the $4,500 million recon-
struction funds pledged by the
international community, only $700
million have actually flowed to
Afghanistan so far. The Tajik and

'NDIAN EXPRESS

Uzbek areas in the north are compar-
atively more secure and stable, pri-
marily because it is the support base
for the Northern Alliance. Nearly
100,000 troops and security forces
have been deployed to ensure secu-
rity and there was confidence, that as
many as five million voters would cast
their votes. The exact figures may
never be known, and is perhaps are
not that important in the context of
Afghanistan. That Hamid Karzai, the
interim president, is likely to win
overwhelmingly, is also a foregone
conclusion. What is important is that
the country has started the long
march to democracy which many
countries in the region have found
difficult to adopt even after decades.
Karzai would gain some legitimacy by
becoming an elected president in-
stead of just an interim head of state.
Institutions are the bedrock of
every society and state. In Afghanist-
an, they have remained tribal in natu-
re. And moving toward a western style
democracy is the last thing we should
expect if the country is to move to-
ward secular peace and moderation

.in its domestic and external outlook.

Building institutions in Afghanistan,
therefore, would have to be based on
the foundations of its tribal society
with a devolution of power over time
It is more sustainable to formalise tra-

_ditional power distribution patterns

rather than impose an system that
would remain alien for decades.
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* Afghanistan

KABUL, OCT. 9. Afghanistan’s first
direct Presidential election be-
gan on Saturday, with people
across this ethnically diverse
land casting the first ballots in
an improbable experiment with
democracy.

After 25 years of near con-
stant war — and under a Tali-
ban threat of ruinous violence
voters descended on
bombed-out schools, blue-
domed mosques, and bullet-
pocked hospitals to choose
their leader for the first time in
their history.

The Interim leader, Hamid
Karzai, is widely expected to
win the vote against 15 rivals,
among them warlords, royalists
and even an Islamic poet. But
the size of the field could deny
Mr. Karzai the outright majority
needed to avert a run-off.

A 19-year-old Afghan refugee
in Pakistan became the elec-
tion’s first'voter early Saturday,
casting a ballot in the Pakistani
capital, Islamabad.

“I cannot explain my feelings,
just how happy I am,” said Mo-
qadasa Sidiqi, a science student
whose family escaped Kabul in
1992 during the Afghan civil
war. “I would never have
thought I would be able to vote
in this election.”

Some 7,50,000 Afghan refu-
gees registered to vote in Pakis-
tan, and another 4 lakh to 6 lakh
were eligible in Iran. Initial re-

6§goé§”t"o polls

sults were not expected until
late Sunday or early Monday,
but anything approaching a full
count could take as much as
two weeks.

While the Taliban threat of an
overwhelming attack had not
materialised by early Saturday,
there were plenty of signs the
rebel group was trying. On Fri-
day, a bomb-sniffing dog in
southern Kandahar discovered
a fuel-truck rigged with anti-
tank mines and laden with gas-
oline. Election officials arrestec
three Pakistanis and said they
planned to detonate the truck in
the centre of the city on polling
day. “This would have caused
hundreds of deaths ... and the
electoral process would have
been derailed in the area,” said
Ishaq Paiman, Defence Ministry
deputy spokesman.

Respect people’s will

Mr. Karzai criticised a deci-
sion by rival candidates to boy-
cott the election and said they
must respect the will of the peo-
ple. “Just because 15 people
have said ‘'no’, we can’t deny the
votes of millions,” he told a
news conference after all his ri-
vals announced a boycott be-
cause of irregularities.

“It's too late in the day for a
boycott. Millions have voted in
the rain, the snow and the dust
storm and we should respect
their decision,” he said. — AP

e
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casts her baliot in
Kabul on Saturday

s

SAYED SALAHUDDIN
KABUL 1 OCTOBER9

LL of Afghan Presi-
A dent Hamid Karzai's

rivals said on Satur-
day they would boycott the
first direct presidential elec-
tion in the Islamic nation
because systems to preverit

gone awry.-Afghans were
voting in a historic poll that
aimed to give the moun-
tainous and impoverished
country its first elected pres-
ident and perhaps end over
aquarter-century of war.
Fears of sabotage by Tal-
iban :militants who have
vowed to disrupt the polls
were - overtaken halfway
through the voting day
when it became clear some
workers were using the
wrong pen to mark peo-
ple’s fingers after they
voted. This meant the ink

/‘{fgha“ Womar; { ﬁ

/
k ’1\%“

illegal multiple voting had.

could just be washed off
and the voter could cast a
ballot again.

During the campaign,
many candidates expressed
surprise that as many. as
10.5 million out of the
country’s 28 million people
had registered to vote, and
said many people had re-
ceived multiple voter cards.

The use of indelible ink
was to prevent them voting
more than once:

The decision by Karzai’s
15 rivalsto boycott the poll
was made at an emergency
meeting: Eighteen candi-
dates are on the ballot but
two withdrew this week in
favour of Karzai.

It was not immediately
clear how the poll could go
ahead. Members of the
Joint Election Management
Body (JEMB), a group of
UN-appointed and Afghan
election “officials who are

Boycott mars Afghan

I Workers use wrong pen to mark voters. The ink could just be washed off.

conducting the poll, were
holding an  emergency
meeting.

Polls opened at 7 am
and were “scheduled to
close at 4 pm, There were
only scattered reports of vi-
olence. Some injuries were
reported but no deaths.
The focus had been on how
many people voted in defi-
ance of the Taliban and
whether Karzai, the US-
backed favourite, wotlld be
able to get the 51 per cent
win he needed to avoid a
Novemberrunoff.

Karzai's team was re-
portedly hoping that at
least 60 per cént of the al-
most 12 million eligible
voters would turn out. That
would have gone a long
way toward ~proving
democracy had made a
strong start in a nation in-

‘vaded by US-led forces

three years ago and still

A
gt

Y

poll

controlled in large part by
regional warlords.

Despite the boycott, vot
ing was held in an upbea
atmosphere in most places

In Kandahar city, the
former headquarters of the
Taliban and still the source
of much of its support,
large crowds of mern
pushed to get into a voting
site near the blue-tiled
Kherqi Sharif mosque.

On the other side of the
street, only a trickle of
women covered in burqa
veils entered a school to
vote, as many in the deeply
conservative region have
said they would not allow
their women folk to vote.
“We came here to vote for
peace and stability and
freedom for women,” said
Raihana, a 37-year-old
mother of eight who lived |
in exile in Iran for 14 years
to flee war. —Reuters

'NDIAN EXPRESS
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“Clash of Wv%i%
in Aféhan race

PAMELA CONSTABLE

Sinzari (Afghanistan), Oct.
6: More than 1,000 leathery,
turbaned men gathered in a
cavernous village mosque for
apresidential campaign rally.

They no longer carried ri-
fles, and some had even
brought their small sons. But
the assembly of mujaheddin,
or former anti-Soviet fighters,
crackled with esprit de corps.

The veterans were all eth-
nic Pashtuns, and the rally
was held in Kandahar
province, the heartland of
Afghan Pashtun culture and
the birthplace of President
Hamid Karzai, who comes
from a prominent Pashtun
tribe and has courted Pashtun
votes in his bid to be elected
president this Saturday.

But these tough ex-fighters
had come to show their sup-
port for someone else: Yonus
Qanooni, the former interior
and education minister and an
ethnic Tajik, who is Karzai’s
major challenger. To them, the
candidate’s ethnicity mat-
tered far less than his creden-
tials as a fellow mujahid.

“We have all sacrificed a
great deal, and we all lost
brothers and fathers in the
fight for our country,” said
Asadullah, a farmer in the
crowd. “We want a leader who
isatrue mujahid, so our rights
will be protected. We are all
one tribe and one nation. We
don’t like Karzai. We want
Qanooni.”

With Afghanistan’s first-
ever presidential election just
days away, analysts here pre-
dict that Karzai, 47, will gar-
ner the most votes. He remains
by far the best known of the 18

-“.\E '“M

£SO ok

Hamid Karzai (top) and
Yonus Qanooni

candidates in the race, he is
widely regarded as the Ameri-
can choice, and he has the
power and perquisites of in-
cumbency.

But the unexpected in-
roads made by Qanooni make
it increasingly likely that
Karzai will not win more than
50 per cent of the vote. This
would require an expensive
run-off election that could

take several months to
arrange.
The popularity of Qanooni

among some Pashtun muja-
heddin, moreover, suggests
that the race may not break
down along ethnic lines, as
has been widely predicted, but
instead become a contest be-
tween two clashing visions of
Afghan society: one that is
modern and western-leaning
and one that is protective of
traditional Islamic values.

In Kandahar, Karzai’s cam-

(700,

paign aides seemed confident
of his success at the polls.
Ahmad Wali Karzai, one of
the President’s brothers and a
wealthy Kandahar resident,
has been receiving a steady
stream of Pashtun tribal lead-

ers from across the south \
pledging the support of their
communities at the polls.

“Ninety-nine per cent of
the provincial elders have
guaranteed us they will vote
for the President,” Karzai
said.

“We don’t see any strong
challenger in any of the six
southern provinces. From
every district, they keep-com-
ing to volunteer. And the local
cable channel has given us two
channels free to use 24 hours
for campaign messages.”

Karzai suggested that any
1local support for Qanooni was
limited to a small number of
former militia commanders —
principally from one Pashtun
tribe, the Alokozai — who he
said oppose the government
programme to disarm and de-
mobilise militias nationwide.

“They are against the pro-
gramme, because they want to
stay in business with their
weapons and troops,” he said.
He complained that officers
under the city police chief, a
Qanooni supporter, had taken
down thousands of Karzai
campaign posters in the city.

Two new election surveys
by international groups found
that most Afghans responding
were far more concerned
about pressure or abuse from
military commanders than
about terrorist violence on
election day.

LOS ANGELES TIMES-
WASHINGTON POST NEWS SERVICE
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olls will

GHAZNI, OCT. 5. The Afghan Presi-
dent, Hamid Karzai, made his
second successful campaign
stop outside the safety of the
capital today, telling a crowd of
10,000 people that historic elec-
tions this weekend will deliver
them from a quarter-century of
war.

Security was extremely tight,
with U.S. bodyguards — ma-
chine guns strapped around
their shoulders and wraparound
sunglasses covering their eyes —
and hundreds of Afghan security
forces on hand. American heli-
copters flew overhead and every
participant in the rally had to
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,\(\ WAVING AWAY THREATS: The Afghanistan President, Hamid Karzal, at an election campaign
meeting In Ghaznl, 100 km south of Kabul, on Tuesday. — AFP

deliver us from war: Karzai

pass through security check-
points. Mr. Karzai said the elec-
tion was a golden opportunity to
build a new future for a country
that has known nothing but war,
drought and poverty for more
than two decades. ‘Brothers
and sisters of Afghanistan, I ask
you to vote for me freely, with no
pressure,” Mr. Karzai told the
crowd in Ghazni, about 110 km
south of Kabul. “We want a
proud Afghanistan, a stable Af-
ghanistan, a peaceful
Afghanistan.”

Mr. Karzai, the overwhelming
favourite to beat 17 rivals and
win Saturday’s vote, has largely

6 0CT 2004

remained ensconced in his
heavily guarded palace since he
survived a rocket attack on his
helicopter at a campaign stop in
eastern Afghanistan in Septem-
ber. His vice-presidential run-
ning mate was targeted later,
surviving a bomb attack on his
convoy in north-eastern Af-
ghanistan.

Tribal support

But after the rally on Tuesday,
the President mingled with the
crowd, shaking hands with an
old man who pressed closer to
meet him.

Hundreds of tribal elders and

village chiefs gathered under a
giant canopy on the arid, sun-
baked plains outside Kandahar
today and promised to support
Mr. Karzai.

The incumbent, whose family
is from the deeply conservative
south, has not been to the region
for more than four months, even
though he is counting on his
ethnic Pashtun votes. Mr. Kar-
zai's younger brother Ahmad
Wali is a force to be reckoned
with in southern politics and is
willing to do all he can to ensure
the support of the country’s
largest Pashtun clan.
AP/Reuters

-
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IN DISMISSING HERAT Governor Ismail Khan,
Afghanistan’s President Hamid Karzai signalled
his determination to press ahead with the cam-
paign against warlords who wield real power in
most parts of the country. Western supporters of
the Karzai Government, especially the United
States administration, have sought to portray
Mr. Khan as an Islamic hardliner. However, this
" is an unconvincing attempt to justify the dis-
missal on ideological grounds. After all, well
known fundamentalists such as Rab Rasool Say-
. yaf continue to enjoy Kabul's favour. Mr. Khan
was targeted not because he enforced religious
mores in Herat but because his military strength
had declined after his son’s death in battle a few
months ago. The governorship of this western
province is also a very coveted post since the
incumbent controls the revenues that accrue
from trade with Iran. Mr. Khan was offered a
berth in the central-cabinet but he preferred to
cling on to what remains of his regional base.
While Mr. Karzai lauded the deposed warlord’s
valiant role in the war against the Soviet Union,
he will be relieved that this first attempt to ex-
tend his government’s authority succeeded so
well. However, the Afghan President should be
well aware that the other former Mujahideen

commanders cannot be tackled as easily.
Mr. Khan had been weakened by the unending
strife between his fellow Tajiks and their Pak-
htoon rivals. An attack launched by a Pakhtoon
commander had provided the central govern-
ment with the opportunity to insert contingents
~ of the newly raised national army supported by
American special forces into the western prov-
ince. Mr. Khan was estranged from Defence
Minister Mohammed Fahim and other Tajiks
who hold key posts in Kabul. He apparently real-
ised that the game was up once the regional mil-
itary balance tilted in favour of the central
government. The Afghan President’s -external

backers have made no secret of their interest in
his proceeding now against the Defence Minister
and other leaders of the Northern Alliance. Mr.
Karzai signalled his intent to do so when he dis-
carded Marshal Fahim as a running mate for the
presidential election to be held in October. How-
ever, the Northern Alliance continues to be a for-
midable force. It has an astute political strategist
in former Minister Younis Qanooni; it retains
much of the weaponry captured from the Tali-
ban; it has a strong base in the Panjshir Valley;
and its loyalists are embedded in all ranks of the
new national army. The Alliance also deprived
Mr. Karzai's advisers of a justification for resort-
ing to military action when it embraced the dem-
ocratic process by nominating Mr. Qanooni as its
candidate for President.

The restoration of stability in Afghanistan is
undoubtedly a matter of urgent necessity. With
Taliban and Al-Qaeda elements still active in the
field, the central government must have the abil-
ity to enforce order all over the country. Howev-
er, Mr. Karzai must understand that he should
not opt for a needlessly confrontationist ap-
proach. The former Mujahideen commanders
claim that they are entitled to retain control over
different regions and ethnic groups because they
had defended their respective bases against the
Soviets and the Taliban. While the autocratic
manner in which the warlords administered their
satrapies after the Taliban was driven out of pow-
er has weakened their case, the realities of the
Afghan situation necessitate a wide distribution
of power. Mr. Karzai must not overlook legiti-
mate demands for regional autonomy since an
overly centralised system of governance is ill suit-
ed to a country divided along ethnic, linguistic,
and sectarian lines. The Afghan President also
needs to convince his people that he operates
independently of U.S. Ambassador Zalmay Kha-

lilzad and other external advisers. /



Karzai .
escapes’
bid on lifes

Gardez (Afghanistan), Sept.
16 (Reuters): Afghan Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai escaped
an assassination bid today
when arocket was fired at his
US military helicopter as it
was landing in the southeast-
ern town of Gardez.

The President’s campaign
trip for the October 9 presi-
dential elections, his first
outside Kabul, was immedi-
ately aborted and he was
flown back to Kabul, the US
military and Afghan officials

Hamid Karzai in
Kabul. (AFP)

|
said. Witnesses said the rock- |
et flew over Karzai’s helicop-
ter and a crowd of about 400
supporters gathered to meet
him at a school as he was
about to touch down.

“A rocket was fired at
President Karzai as his heli-
copter was landing,” said a
US military spokesman.

THE TELEGRAPH
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;“Afghan situation\

still volatile

By Simon Tisdall

KABUL, SEPT. 14. Weekend vio-
lence in the western city of Her-
at is a reminder of how volatile
the situation in Afghanistan re-
mains, three years after the U.S.
overthrew the Taliban and less
than four weeks before presi-
dential elections there.

The U.S. President, George
W. Bush, described Afghanistan
last June as “the first victory in
the war on terror”’. A year ago,
the Defence Secretary, Donald

combat operations were over
and an era of stabilisation and
reconstruction had begun.

Taliban resurgent

But despite some progress in
education, health and infras-
tructure, Afghanistan remains
far more unstable than Western
leaders care to admit. Afghan-
istan is a nation-building chal-
lenge to which even Iraq pales
in comparison.

Attacks attributed to a resur-

THE HINDU

Rumsfeld, declared that major’

gent Taliban and its Al-Qaeda
allies have claimed more than
1,000 lives in the past 12
months. Low-level conflict in
the south and east has become
the norm. Foreign aid workers
have been repeatedly targeted,
as in Herat on Sunday. Much of
the country beyond Kabul is
considered insecure.

Major General Eric Olson, the
operational commander of U.S.
forces, has admitted that his
troops were ‘‘not even close” to
defeating the militants. The
14,000-strong Afghan national
army is struggling to make an
impact.

Western leaders are also
counting on a victory for Hamid
Karzai, Afghanistan’s pro-West-
ern leader. But Mr. Karzai must
first see off 17 challengers, the
foremost of whom is Yunus Qa-
nuni, an ethnic Tajik who has
become, in effect, the candidate
of the Northern Alliance war-
lords who seized Kabul with
U.S. backing in 2001. — ©Guar-
dian Newspapers Limited 2004
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Carnage tests Karzai power
] h.,7

Herat, Sept. 12 (Reuters):
Seven supporters of an ousted
Afghan governor were Kkilled
and 20 were wounded today in
clashes with police and US
troops after crowds torched
UN offices, medics and wit-
nesses said.

The violence occurred as
protests erupted for a second
day after President Hamid
Karzai, campaigning for a
presidential poll on October 9,
replaced Ismail Khan as gov-
ernor of the western city of
Herat yesterday as part of a
plan to rein in warlords.

Bursts of small arms fire
could still be heard round the
city in the evening, as Afghan
and US forces attempted to re-
store order after hundreds of
Khan's supporters burned and
looted the UN offices and set
fire to the Pakistani consulate.

A Reuters reporter saw Kh-
an backers shouting “Death to
Karzai” and “Death to Ameri-
ca” before setting fire to the of-
fices of the UN High Commis-
sioner for Refugees, the UN
Assistance Mission and the
UN Development Programme.

Protesters threw stones at
US soldiers in a Humvee.

Pakistani prisoners wait for their release at the Pul-i-Chakri prison on Sunday. (Reuters)

“I have so far received
seven bodies of protesters,”
said a doctor at Herat’s central
hospital. A Reuters camera-
man saw at least 20 people
being treated for gunshot
wounds at the hospital.

“I'was protesting in front of
the UN office when the Ameri-
cans shot me in the leg,” said
Abdul Hamed.

Karzai told a news confer-
ence Afghans had the right to
protest peacefully. “(But) any-
one who resorts to violence
against the UN or NGOs, these
are rioters hurting the Afghan
people and we will deal with
them strongly,” he said.

Hospital officials and wit-
nesses said at least two people
were Killed in clashes with US

and Afghan forces yesterday.
The US military disputed this,
saying two people were hurt.
The violence occurred de-
spite the presence of hun-
dreds of Afghanand US troops
in Herat and US military heli-
copters flying low overhead.
UN spokesperson Manoel
de Almeida e Silva said UN
staff had been evacuated to

Pak Taliban fighters

Pul-i-Chakri, Afghanistan,
Sept. 12 (Reuters): Hundreds
of Pakistanis who fought
alongside the Taliban against
US-led forces after the Septem-
ber 11, 2001, attacks on the US
were released from an Afghan
jail today after nearly three
years as prisoners of war.

The 368 prisoners, the last
of more than 2,500 Pakistanis
captured during the overthr-
ow of the Taliban, were being
driven by bus 250 km to the Pa-
kistani town of Peshawar for
screening by Pakistani au-
thorities.

“We are glad that their or-
deal is finally over,” said Paki-
stani embassy third secretary
Zafar Ali Khan. “We have been
trying to get access to them for
a long time. We believe there
has been no need to have kept
them for so long in Afghan
jails.”

The prisoners, ranging in
age from 22 to 60, were cap-
tured as the Taliban disinte-
grated in the face of the US-led
invasion that drove the Islam-
ic fundamentalists from pow-

er in November 2001. Many
had been drawn to Afghanist-
an from madrasas in Pakistan,
attracted by the puritanical
brand of Islam that the Tal-
iban espoused.

“The mullahs in my area
said that as Muslims we sho-
uld go to Afghanistan tofighta
jihad,” 22-year-old Amir Khan,
from Peshawar, said. “I cannot
deny this was my intention. I
arrived in Afghanistan in Oc-
tober. I spent three days in
Kabul and then went to Mazar-
i-Sharif. 1 was captured the
day after I arrived there.”

Like many of his com-.

rades, Khan said he had re-
ceived no military training
and insisted he was a religious
student who had been “mis-
led” by the mullahs.

“They sold us,” he said.
“We learnt later that for every
10 mujahideen (holy warriors)
that they sent, they would re-
ceive Rs 5,000 ($100).”

Mohammed Afriqi, a 30-
year-old from Pakistan’s
rugged North West Frontier
Province, said he was among a
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group of 50 that surrendered
to forces of Abdul Rashid Dos-
tum in November 2001. “They
treated us very badly,” he said.
“Of those I was with, there are
only about 20 left.”

He was initially held at the
notorious Shiberghan prison,
where Dostum’s forces are ac-
cused of killing hundreds of
prisoners or allowing them to
die because of overcrowding.

In September 2002, Dostum
issued a formal statement ac-
knowledging that “approxi-
mately 200 prisoners died, but
mostly of wounds suffered in
the fighting, disease, suffoca-
tion, suicide and general wea-
kness”. Afrigi showed Reuters
scars on his chest he said came
from wounds caused by being
whipped with electric cable.

The prisoners said the past
18 months of their captivity
had been much better than the
initial stage, and today they all
looked clean, fit and healthy.

Qaida militants

Up to 10 people were killed in
fierce fighting between Pak-

freed

istani security forces and al
Qaida-linked fighters today,
taking the death toll to over 70
in one of the deadliest actions
against the militants.

Military  spokesperson
Major-General Shaukat Sul-
tan said “six to eight” people
were killed in clashes with the
security forces in the rugged
South Waziristan tribal region
near Afghan border where
more than 60 militants died
last week.

He said the security forces
also suffered a “few” casuali-
ties but declined to provide de-
tails. A government official
said two soldiers were killed
and two others were wounded
in the latest fighting.

Witnesses said security fo-
rces backed by helicopter gun-
ships and artillery attacked
suspected hideouts of the mili-
tants in the mountains sur-
rounding Laddha and nearby
areas in South Waziristan.

Laddha lies 50 km north of
South Waziristan’s main town
of Wana, which itself is 400
km northwest of Islamabad.

nne

the US military compound ir.
the city and there were no re-
ports that any had been hurt.

Karzai replaced the gover-
nors of Herat and the restive
province of Ghor after launch-
ing his election manifesto wi-
th a pledge to rein in warlords.

Afghanistan’s ambassador
to Ukraine, Sayed Mohammad
Khairkhwa, arrived in Herat
today to replace Khan.

US ambassador Zalmay

Khalilzad, a close Karzai confi-
dant, said he was not aware of
any deaths and praised securi-
ty forces for restraint, even
though some had been hurt by
stone throwers.

He said he had spoken to
Khan, who would appear on
television to urge cooperation
with the new governor. “I
think it’s sent a clear message
of where Afghanistan is head-
ed and how you can be a part of
the future of Afghanistan,”
Khalilzad said of Khan'’s re-
placement and other changes.

Karzai had offered Khan,
long athorn in his side, the job
of minister of mines. But
Khan rejected the post, saying
he would remain in Herat as a

“private citizen”. /



fter the end of the way bring-
Aing down the brutal Taliban

egime in Afghanistan, Tony
Blair had said in November 2000
that in rebuilding their country,
the people of Afghanistan would
receive the full support of the
coalition. “We must give you all
help and support that you need”,
he said, “and that support will be
forthicoming”. But Afghanistan
remains a trouble-torn country
even three years after liberation.
Peace and stability have eluded
its people. More than 800 people
have been killed in the past year
in a wave of violence unleashed
mostly by the remnants of the
Taliban who are opposed to
“Karzai’s US-backed govern-
ment”.

Grand Council

The Afghans have done their
bit in setting up an interim gov-
ernment and holding a Loya
Jirga or Grand Council to set up
a legitimate administration.
They have drafted a constitution
and are preparing to hold a de-
mocratic presidential and parlia-
mentary election. Western pow-
ers, however, have not fulfilled
their commitment. Disorder and
violence stalk the land, parti-
- cularly in southern and eastern
parts of Afghanistan. The Tali-
ban is down but not out. They
have vowed to disrupt the Octo-
ber elections and have carried
out a string of attacks killing civi-
lians, government employees
and election workers. Recently
there was an explosion in the city
of Herat killing five people and
wounding 34. The Governor of
Herat Ismail Khan is a warlord
with his own militiamen.

Efforts of the central govern-
ment to disarm rogue private
militias have not been so far
successful. Disarming of thous-
ands of irregular fighters under
the command of regional war-
lords is the key to Afghanistan’s
stability. President Hamid Kar-
zai told the New York Times that
Afghanistan’s private militia was
a greater threat than the Islamic
militants of Taliban. According
to him, only 10,000 of estimated
50,000 militias could be demobi-
lised and that is why the parlia-
mentary elections had to be

/lzfostponed till April. More force-

/

ful measures are necessary to

deal with militias who have often -

defied Kabul’s orders and added
to Afghanistan’s instability.

The writer is former director-general,
National Human Rights Commission
and director, National Police
Academy, Hyderabad

By SANKAR SEN

It is true there are about
20,000 coalition troops, mostly
Americans, in Afghanistan but
they are mainly to hunt down
Osama bin Laden and other re-
mnants of Al-Qaida. American
forces during their operations
are resorting to search and
destroy missions and revenge
killings. This has further aliena-
ted the civilian population. Vio-

been killed. In Mazar-e-Sharif
warlords like Rashid Dostam
and Attah Mohammad are
fighting their battles. Elections
have already been put back from
the target date and the delay in
holding the election will fulfil
the plans of the Taliban. So far
only around 3.5 million of Af-
ghanistan’s estimated 10 million
eligible voters, mostly in and

/

lation of human rights by the
Americans troops in their opera-
tions in Afghanistan .has been
documented and indicted by the
Human Rights Watch in its
report.

The task of providing basic
internal security has been given
to International Security Assis-
tance Force (ISAF) comprising
troops provided by Nato powers.
But their number is totally in-
adequate. They have a total
strength of 6,500 men and they
are mainly based in Kabul. In
consequence, the Afghan capital
is safe but not the rest of the
country. This indeed marks a
serious failure of Nato. The
organisation has been asked to
run ISAF and extend its remit
outside the capital. But so far its
success has been limited.
Warlords and drug barons rule
most of the country and anyone
who opposes them is threatened
with death.

Workers killed

Nato’s European peace-keep-
ers promised to restore peace in
the country ahead of the election
but have so far singularly failed
to do so. Terrorist violence
sweeps the land. A number of
workers of different aid agencies
as well as election workers have

e

around major cities, have been
registered as voters. If Hamid
Karzai whom the US is backing
is elected on a narrow franchise
the legitimacy of his government
will be compromised.

ISAF recently decided to post
regional garrisons known as
Provincial Reconstruction Team
(PRT) throughout Northern and
Western Afghanistan on the eve
of the election. American-led
€oalition forces will perform po-
licing in the more volatile South
and East Afghanistan. At the re-
cently héld summit in Istanbul,
Nato members came to an
agreement to make sure that
successful elections are held in
Afghanistan and the country
does not drift into total chaos.
Alliance partners decided to

raise the number of troops from

6,500 to 8,000. This is a small
number compared to 60,000
American, British and French
troops sent to Bosnia to bring
peace thete. Further, Nato is
divided on this issue. France is
resisting the plea for more Nato
troops made by the President
Hamid Karzai. Afghanistan is
thus being asked to fend for
itself.

The composition of ISAF
forces shows that the most of the
Nato countries. are dragging
their feet and avoiding despatch

A
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of more troops. Germany and
Canada have provided the bulk
of the forces; other countries are
unwilling to contribute men and
money for a land which they fear
may slip back to.chaos and
become a failed State. Many
Nato countries also feel they are
not bound to fulfil Nato’s peace- -
keeping duties as the Cold War
is over. ISAF commanders are
also hamstrung by the restric-
tions imposed by their govern-
ments. For example, German
soldiers that are keeping peace
in Kunduz are constitutionally
barred from performing riot
control duties.

Small measures

According to the existing ar-
rangements, Germany will con-
tribute a garrison to remote Fai-
zabad and a British-run coalition
PRT in Mazare-Sharif will come
under ISAF’s command. The
Netherlands will open a new
PRT in northern Baghlan provin-
ce and Turkey will provide a
force for another PRT. These
small measures are unlikely to
bring peace to an increasingly
dangerous land. The over all ef-
fect is going to be slim. Afgha-
nistan has provided Nato an
opportunity to show its useful-
ness in the post-cold-war world.
It should redeem itself and not
allow this opportunity to slip by.

US forces in Afghanistan have
now begun a military operation
called “Operation Lighting Re-
sort” aimed at providing security
for the October presidential elec-
tion. The purpose of the opera-
tion according to Pentagon, is to

- ensure the security of the elec-

toral process. These operations
are being launched jointly with
the Afghan national army and
the police. A large number of US
troops are participating in it.

The Taliban has vowed to dis-
rupt the election process and will
leave no stone unturned to
achieve their goals. Any delay in
holding presidential and parlia-
mentary elections would mark a
victory for them. However, for
the success of the election and
subsequent formation of a re-
presentative government, peace
and security are essential.
Otherwise, the new constitution
would suffer the same fate as the
country’s previous ones which
were largely undermined by
facts on the grounds. There is
also popular apprehension that
the Americans might at some
time cut their losses and seek an
exit strategy. The Taliban
estimates that time is in their
favour.
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& & X KARZAI'S GAMBIT

AFGHANISTAN'S PRESIDENT HAMID Karzai
ran a political risk when he refused to take Vice-
President and Defence Minister Mohammed
Qasim Fahim as his running mate for elections
to be held on October 9. Mr. Karzai’'s decision
was widely perceived as a signal of his readiness
to take on warlords who wield enormous power
and treat different parts of the country as their
personal fiefdoms. As the commander of the
Northern Alliance, Marshal Fahim is arguably
the most powerful of the former Mujahideen
commanders and his position in the Cabinet
enabled him to get a grip on the fledgling na-
tional army. While Mr. Karzai had to break the
power of warlords in order to enforce the writ of
the central government, he was expected to
treat his Defence Minister as a partner in this
enterprise. Instead, he has preferred to disasso-
ciate himself from a political and military for-
mation that helped put him in office. With
other warlords, such as Herat Governor Ismail
Khan and Uzbek General Abdulrashid Dostam,
not on the best of terms with the Kabul regime,
Mr. Karzai is likely to become even more de-
pendant on the military support provided by
the 20,000 strong contingent from the United
States and the smaller International Security
Assistance Force. He might also become more
susceptible to the influence of the neo-conser-
vative  American Ambassador, Zalmay
Khalilzad.

Foreign troops were deployed for action in
Kabul on July 26, the day Mr. Karzai announced
his new electoral team. This deployment ap-
pears to have been undertaken not so much out
of fear that the Northern Alliance would rebel as
to create the impression that it would. Howev-
er, Education Minister and Alliance ideologue
Younis Qanooni defused the situation with a
display of political sagacity. By declaring his

\j7L

own candidature for the Presidency, Mr. Qa-
nooni indicated that he and his associates
would protect their interests exclusively
through democratic means. The Alliance is
composed largely of Tajiks from the Panjsher
valley and its presidential candidate is not likely
to draw support from other ethnic groups or
people in other regions of Afghanistan. Howev-
er, the rupture within the coalition that has
ruled Kabul for the past two years is likely to
undermine Mr. Karzai's electoral prospects.
With as many as 20 candidates in the fray there
is no guarantee that the incumbent President
will clinch the contest in the first round of poll-
ing. The two leading contestants will have to
face off in a second round if no candidate se-
cures a majority of the votes polled. In such a
scenario, it is possible that other ethnic groups
and candidates will gang up against Mr. Karzai
and his Pakhtoons who make up a little over half
the Afghan population but are not a monolithic
bloc.

Mr. Karzai is in desperate need of a popular
mandate: he was appointed President in 2002 by
an unelected assembly that had been arm-twist-
ed by the United States. For this reason he de-
cided to press ahead with the presidential
election even though the non-completion of
voter registration had led to the postponement
of parliamentary elections. The Afghan Presi-
dent might have won wide acceptance abroad.
However, it does not appear that the people of
the country have a favourable opinion of a per-
son who lived comfortably in exile while his
compatriots had to suffer either the ravages of
war or the squalor of refugee camps in neigh-
bouring countries. Unlike some of his rivals, Mr.
Karzai did not fight against the Soviets or the
Taliban and the other candidates will insist that
he is not qualified for leadership/./‘
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~ Taliban suspect in
Chinese massacre

By Carlotta Gall

Kandahar: The massacre of 11 Chinese road
construction workers and an Afghan guard as
they slept in their tents early Thursday was
the deadliest against foreigners since the fall
of the Taliban, and dealt a setback to US ef-
forts to stabilise the country ahead of elec-
tions scheduled for September.

The men were among more than 100 Chi-
nese engineers and construction workers who
had recently arrived in Afghanistan to work
on a World Bank project to rebuild a road from
Kabul to the Tajikistan border. Some of those
killed had been in the country for only a few
days, the Chinese news agency reported.

The attack occurred at 1:30 am about 20
miles south of Kunduz, in the normally peace-
ful northern part of the county, Afghan offi-
cials said. A group of nearly 20 gunmen in cars
attacked the sleeping men , the spokesman for
the interior ministry, Lutfullah Mashal, said.
The Afghan guard and nine Chinese men were
killed immediately in the attack. Two more
Chinese men died in the hospital later. Four oth-
er Chinese workers were wounded and being
treated in a Kunduz hospital.

Coming after the murder of five aid workers
last week in northwestern Afghanistan, the as-
sault, which Afghan officials attributed to the
Taliban, may indicate that the gunmen are
shifting their attacks to northern Afghanistan,
which has been relatively free of violence.
President Hamid Karzai and Gen David Barno,
the commander of the US-led forces in the
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country had warned of increased attacks on
aid workers, goverilnment officials and foreign
military forces ahead of the elections. US troop
deployments have been increased to 20,000 to
help with security ahead of the voting.

A senior Afghan military commander Hajji
Mir Wali, said Mullah Dadullah, one of the top
Taliban commanders, recently issued orders
to his fighters to strike at road builders. “His
orders were: ‘First, you have to kill engineers
to stop the building of the roads. Second, you
have to burn schools and spread out leaflets.
Third, you have to put mines and attack gov-
ernment officials; and fourth, if you can, you
have to attack American forces,” © Wali said.

General Mutalibeg said the people responsi-
ble were probably “remnants of the Taliban
and Al Qaida, and Hesb-e-Islami of Gulbuddin
Hekmatyar”, referring to a renegade mu-
jahideen commander who is on the US list of
wanted terrorists and has declared a war
against foreign forces in Afghanistan.

Gen Muhammad Daoud said the attack ap-
peared timed to coincide with the opening of
the first two miles of the road on Thursday.
“This is an action to destroy the reconstruc-
tion process of Afghanistan,” he said.

The Taliban did not immediately claim re-
sponsibility for the attack, as it has with pre-
vious incidents. A spokesman for the Chi-
nese foreign ministry, Liu Jianchao con-
demned the attack as a “brutal terrorist act”,
and said “China will not give in to any ter-
YOriSm.”. NYT News Service
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KABUL, JUNE 10. Eleven Chinese
construction workers on a
World Bank project were shot
dead in an attack yesterday in
Afghanistan — the largest num-
ber of foreigners to be killed
since the end of the war with the
Taliban in 2001. The killings
raised new concerns about se-
curity for the upcoming nation-
al elections, still officially
scheduled for late September.

A group of about eight armed
men entered the compound 32
km from the city of Kunduz,
where the workers were sleep-
ing in tents, and opened fire in-
discriminately. After 10 minutes
of shooting, 11 Chinese men lay
dead and five wounded.

The men, who worked for the
China Railway Shisju group,
were helping to build the Kun-
duz-Baghlan road, a $22m pro-
ject sponsored by the World
Bank. The attack caused wide-
spread shock as the area had
previously been regarded as one
of the safest, and not normally
associated with the Taliban.

Jean Amault, the U.N. special
representative for Afghanistan,
condemned “in the strongest
possible terms this cold-blood-
ed attack.”

The Chinese president, Hu
Jintao, also condemned the at-
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security concerns
in Afghanistan

tacks, which he described as
“inhumane and brutal.” Most of
the men had arrived at the site
the previous day.

The electoral registration
sites in the state were immedi-
ately closed. The International
Security  Assistance  Force
(ISAF), which has recently
opened a base in the area and
which consists of NATO and
other forces, moved troops to
the compound yesterday.

Also yesterday, a UN anti-
narcotics vehicle was hit in a
bomb attack, although no one
was hurt. The attack took place
at Talogan in Takhar province.

No one has yet claimed re-
sponsibi”v for the murders of
the Chuuc:2 workers. One early
suspect is the Hezb-i-Islami
group, which has linked up with
the Taliban against President
Hamid Karzai and the election
process.

Last week, five members of -
Medicines sans Frontiers were -
killed in the Baghdis Province,

again not an area seen as a ma-
jor risk. More than 60 people,
including Taliban fighters, U.S.
soldiers and foreign aid work-
ers, have been killed in clashes
or attacks in the past 10 days.
©Guardian Newspapers Limit-
ed 2004
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US review of
UG

Associated Press,
Kabul, May 22

THE US military on Satur-
day named a long-serving
brigadier-general to carry
out a review of its secretive
Afghan prisons, while offici-
als in Washington revealed
the deaths of two more peo-
ple in custody here.

Brig Gen Charles H. Jaco-
by, deputy operational com-
mander at the US military’s
main base at Bagram, north
of Kabul, will carry out the

THE HDUSTANTIMTS 2%

“top to bottom” review and
deliver a report by mid-June,
spokesman Lt-Col. Tucker
Mansager said.

The overall commander of
the 20,000 US-led forces pur-
suing Taliban and al-Qaida
militants in Afghanistan, Lt-
Gen. David Barno, ordered
the review this month in re-
sponse to the growing scan-
dal about prisoner abuse in
both Iraq and Afghanistan.

Jacoby is to visit each of
the American detention cen-
tres, including the main jail

Afgl/ian jail abligé

at Bagram and o s at sm-
aller bases “to ensure inter-
nationally accepted standar-
ds of handling detainees are
being met”, Mansager said.

“He’ll ensure facilities are
adequate, procedures are in
accordance with the spirit of
the Geneva Conventions and
are being followed correctly
and fully, and that staffing
and capabilities are adequ-
ate to the task”, he said.
“Portions” of the report
would be made public, the
spokesman said.
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US Gen reviews
Afghan prisons

s
Associate Press
Kabul, May 24

AN AMERICAN General
has begun his review of
secretive US jails in Afg-
hanistan where at least
three prisoners died and
former detainees say they
were abused, the military
said on Monday.

The military announced
the sweeping review of its
jails last week. Brig.-Gen.
Charles Jacoby, deputy op-
erational commander at
its main base at Bagram,
was appointed to carry out
the work by mid-June.

“Gen. Jacoby is now
into about the third day of
the top-to-bottom review
of all the coalition’s de-
tainee facilities and pro-
cedures”, Lt-Col. Tucker

THE HDUSTAN TIMES =

S e

Mansager said. He added
that the General had visit-
ed two jails at military
bases but declined to say
which ones.

Overall commander of
the 20,000 US-led forces
pursuing Taliban and al-
Qaida militants in Afgha-
nistan Lt-Gen. David Bar-
no ordered the review ear-
lier this month in response
to the growing scandal ab-
out prisoner abuse in both
Iraq and Afghanistan.

Incursions into Pak

The US military on Mon-
day denied that its troops
in Afghanistan had made
incursions into Pakistan,
which a senior Pakistani
official has condemned as
“totally unacceptable”.




“Dostum forces
seize > north city

I?a\\u] April 8 (Reuters) Forces of a renegade adviser to President
Hamid Karzai overran the capital of a northern province today;-cre-
ating a fresh security headache for Afghanistan’s western-backed
government.

General Abdul Rashid Dostum’s largely ethnic Uzbek militia in-
vaded Faryab from neighbouring provinces yesterday, prompting the
central government to send natlonal troops there today in an attempt

“'to maintdin control. ,
“Dostum loyalists have entered Maimana city,” intenor minister
| Ali Ahmad Jalai said. “This is an unconstitutional act of interfer-
ence by General Dostum.”

He said the commander of the Maimana’s military forces General
Mohammad Hashim Habibi had left the city with his men, while the
governor, Anayatullah Anayat, was at the airport.

Jalali said the first batch of a force of 750 national army troops
had already arrived in Maimana. “With the deployment of the na-
tional army, the situation will improve,” he said.

Presidential spokesman Jawed Ludin said an emergency Nation-
al Security Council meeting chaired by Karzai had heard the city fell
“to irresponsible armed individuals from neighbouring provinces
and areas around Maimana”.

“They should withdraw from the area immediately;” he said.

UN spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva said United Nations
staff in Maimana had reported fighting there but he had no details.

According to a spokeswoman for the British military, Flight Lieu-
tentant Emma Matthews, members of a British civilian-military
Provincial Reconstruction Team were in Maimana and would assist
the Afghan authorities in stabilising the situation. “There have been
no injuries among coalition forces and we are not aware of any civil-
ian injuries,” she said. A soldier from Habibi’s provincial militia said
the general was currently in Belcheragh, about 40 km east of |
Maimana. The government has defended Anayat as its legitimate
representative in Faryab. “General Dostum is an adviser to the Presi-
dent,” Ludin said.“However, that does not give him the right to deploy
forces or get involved in any military operational issues.”
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US serves uItlmatum
1o Pak nTaliban

Washjngton: Assertmg that terror-
ists \continue to operate from Pak-
istan, the US has asked Islamabad to
root out Taliban sanctuaries or else it
will have to step in. Extremists are
still able to “base, train and operate
from that country’s (Pakistan’s) terri-
tory,” US ambassador to Afghanistan
Zalmay Khalilzad said on Monday,
warning “we cannot allow this prob-
lem to fester indefinitely”.

“Unless Pakistan

the other, this problem will have to
be dealt with”,

Jilani said the US had always ap-
preciated Pakistan’s efforts in elimi-
nating terrorist infrastructure and
Taliban elements, adding that state-
ments like the one by the US envoy
may lead to political problems for
Pakistan. Pakistan information
minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed also
rejected the US envoy’s warning say-

roots out Taliban
sanctuaries, it will
be difficult to fully
eliminate security

problems in the |
south and east of
Afghanistan,” he
told Centre for

Strategic and Inter-
national Studies (CSIS), a major
think tank here.

“We have told the Pakistani lead-
ership that either they solve this
problem or we will have to do it our-
selves. We prefer that Pakistan takes
the responsibility, and the Pakistan
government agrees,” he said. Pak-
istan reacted to the statements an-
grily, saying they were uncalled for
and unwanted. “The remarks are
uncalled for and unwanted,” foreign
office acting spokesman Abbas Ji-
lani said. Jilani said ambassador
Khalilzad was not aware of Wash-
ington’s stand on Pakistan’s role
against terror. In his remarks,
Khalilzad said the US-led coalition
was prepared to help President Per-
vez Musharraf, adding, “one way or

ing Pakistani forces
are fully capable of
confronting terror-
ists. “The United
States must realise
2a| ground realities,”
the state-run PTV
quoted Rashid as
saying. “We will

k deal with terrorists
on our homeland ” Rashid said
adding, “Pakistan does not need for-
eign forces to act on our soil and
Pakistan will not allow anybody for
such action”.

Khalilzad, who had angered Pak-
istan by charging that the Taliban
and Al Qaida fugitives were launch-
ing attacks into Afghanistan from
Pakistani soil, acknowledged Islam-
abad’s recent army deployment into
tribal areas to destroy Taliban sanc-
tuaries along the Afghan border as
“positive and hopeful”.

Khalilzad said that the Taliban
were continuing to destabilise
Afghanistan but they were not suc-
ceeding. “They have not been able to
establish a popularly-supported in-
surgency,” he said. agencies

v
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Afghan po
held in Se

By Sayed Salahuddin

\/'

Kabul: Afghanistan’s presidential and
parliamentary elections, originally
planned for June, will be in September,
President Hamid Karzai said on Sunday,
as fresh attacks underlined the security
worries behind the delay.

Announcing the agreement on Sep-
tember elections on the eve of a trip to
Berlin for an aid donors’ conference,
Karzai said election security would be
one of the main issues he would raise at
the meeting.

As he spoke, news was reaching Kab-

l,s WI|| he
t arzai

Afghan election is important as analysts
believe US President George W. Bush is
looking to the polls for a foreign policy
success story ahead of his own re-elec-
tion bid in November. Under the 2001
Bonn agreement that led to the establish-
ment of Karzal’s government, elections
were seen in June, but that date was no
longer considered viable given slow reg-
istration of voters and security worries.
The UN says only 1.46 million voters
were registered by March 15, far short of
the target of 10.5 million people. Poor se-
curity is a main reason for the slow regis-
tration. The UN had suggested a July elec-

ul from a remote cen- tion might not provide
tral province of a Tal- Prolonged Ago“v enough time to organ-
iban raid on an army . ise security fo ensure

post that killed at
least two soldiers, |
while a series of
blasts in a southeast-
ern town killed a sui- | |
cide bomber and
wounded six people.
The decision on Sep- {
tember polls came af-

conduct m‘ polls
 important for Bush
- Taliban threatens
10 disruptthe
eéectmn '

| asafe vote, a presiden-
tial spokesman said
| last week.

“The UN says that
the later the election
is held, the safer it is
likely to be,” said the
- | spokesman, Jawed
| Ludin. Security wor-

ter the United Nations “
said both the presidential and parliamen-
tary elections could not be held in June, as
outlined in an international agreement
that brought Karzai to power in late 2001.
Instead, the UN and Afghan election au-
thorities had recommended both elec-
tions be held in September. “They said
that they can hold the presidential and
parliamentary elections simultaneously,
which was the wish of all of us,” Karzai
told reporters, referring to the UN and the
Afghan election committee.

“Therefore, they have proposed the
dates of late Mizan (early September) and
Sunbola (mid September) and we have
agreed with them and said that it is OK,”
he said. The timing and conduct of the

ries were heightened
by recent ﬁghtmg between pro-govern-
ment factions in the western city of Her-
at, until then considered one of the most
peacefid parts of the country The Tal-
iban, driven from power by US-led forces
in 2001, have already threatened to dis-
rupt the polls and more than 600 people
have been killed in militant-related vio-
lence in the south and east of the country
since last August.

A Taliban spokesman said in a state-
ment issued late on Saturday, a delay in
the elections was an embarrassment for
the United States and the Karzai gov-
ernment, and the election was aimed at
distracting Afghans from jihad, or Mus-
lim holy war. reuters
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/ W A NEW BEGINNING 9"

THE PEOPLE OF Afghanistan embarked on a
course they have never before charted in their
history when their representatives adopted a
new Constitution at a Loya Jirga. The endorse-
ment of the Constitution was in itself an
achievement since ethnic divisions and attitudi-
nal differences among the delegates had
brought the deliberations to the verge of col-
lapse on at least a couple of occasions. These
differences have not been completely resolved.
However, the delegates made the commendable
decision to approve the document with the
hope and confidence that the residual disputes
will be resolved over time. As the delegates got
to their feet to adopt the Constitution by accla-
mation, they signified that the Afghans were
preparing themselves to live by a democratic
order for the first time ever. The new dispensa-
tion in Afghanistan is under pressure from with-
in and from outside. The warlords who wield
power in different parts of the country will have
to continue to make compromises if the new
order is to survive the threat from the remnants
of the Taliban and other forces that cannot
countenance the emergence of a democratic
era.

That pragmatism and a willingness to accom-
modate the concerns of all groups are not at a
premium is evident from the decisions taken at
the Loya Jirga and other attendant develop-
ments. Those warlords, such as the Uzbek Gen-
eral Abdul Rashid Dostum, who had once driven
ethnic minorities away from the areas under
their control have now agreed to allow these
internal refugees to return. The Pashtuns, the
largest ethnic group in the country, gave up
their effort to impose their language on other
groups. They agreed that Dari would have the
same national language status as Pashto and
also that the mother tongues of the linguistic
minorities would be official languages in the ar-

\

\
eas where these groups are concentrated.
dent Hamid Karzai, who had earlier insisted that
his office should be all-powerful so as to ensure
the unity of the country, softened his stance dur-
ing the course of the Jirga. He accepted parlia-
mentary supervision over senior appointments
and over some spheres of policy. An accommo-
dative spirit was displayed by the Jirga overall
when the members of a traditionally male-dom-
inated society endorsed provisions that are ben-
eficial to women. They approved articles of the
draft constitution that grant equal citizenship to
women and reserve for them a quarter of the
seats in the lower of the two chambers of parlia-
ment,

It augurs well for the future of Afghanistan that
the various groups were able to reconcile their
differences in a relatively short period of three
weeks. However, the Constitution has several in-
built frailties that will have to be addressed over
time. The most significant of these fault lines lie
in the provisions that seek to balance the con-
flicting demands of democracy and religion.
While the Constitution does not enshrine the
Shariah as the source of the law, it does prohibit
legislation that is repugnant to Islam. The long-
evity of the democratic order might well depend
on the character and calibre of the senior judges
who will be appointed to the Supreme Court to
be formed. Afghanistan’s future can only be-
come more secure when institutions such as an
independent judiciary and a national army are
established. However, the establishment of the
mechanism of governance will not be sufficient
to enthuse the Afghans to work the constitu-
tional scheme. They will embrace the new dem-
ocratic order only when they are certain that
they can run their affairs free from foreign in-
tervention. Afghanistan’s history contains ample
proof that the powers that deny freedom to the
people of this country do so at their peril.
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Birth of a nation

gﬁ‘o The many colours of Afghanistan “l f"”{

Alg.‘iant step was taken towards stability and hope in Afgha-
istan when the loya jirga, or grand tribal assembly meet-
ing in Kabul, agreed on a new constitution for the country.
Elections for a new president as well as a two-chamber na-
tional assembly will be held within six months, a revolutio-
nary step for a society that has seen monarchy followed by
Communist and theocratic dictatorship. Even more revolu-
tionary, perhaps, is that in a macho society like Afghanistan
women have not only been granted equal rights but 25 per
cent of all seats in the lower assembly. Although Afghanis-
tan has been declared an Islamic republic, civil law has been
held to be applicable. Elections should strengthen the gov-
ernment by making it widely representative and inclusive of
the Pashtuns, who are the majority in the country and used
to being its political elite, but who have been excluded from
the present set-up. The marginalization of the Pashtuns has
led to many of them supporting Taliban attempts to make a
comeback; hopefully disaffected Pashtuns can now be re-
channelized into democratic politics which ought to cool
their ardour for a Taliban return. AVt A7
Now that a constitution has been agreed upon it is crucial,
however, that it be implemented. It confers consuierable :
. ‘powers.on the président, but the, reality. is that the. Lgovs
“ernment’s writ does not run muchi beyond Kabul, and local .
warlords hold sway elsewhere. These: warlords have to- be
persuaded to givé up power to the president — easier said -
than done. The only hope for rebuilding Afghamstan how-
ever, lies in demilitarizing the country — international don-
ors are not going to open their purse-strings if they are con-
vinced that their largesse will become some warlord’s booty.
One positive sign is that many of the warlords were present
at the loya jirga deliberations and agreed to the final'shape
of the constitution, which acknowledges minority riglits and’
regional interests by giving minority tribes the right to teach
their own languages within their own regions. Given the
regressive changes that have been made recently in
Pakistan, whereby parliament now sits at Musharraf’s will, .
Pakistan now has a thing or two to learn from Afghanistan
about a democratic constitution that balances rights.
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Loya jirga hammers out

chart

KABUL, Jan. 4. — Afghanistan’s con-
stitutional convention agreed upon a
historic new charter on Sunday to
hammer out a compromise meant to
bind together the war-ravaged nation’s
mosaic of ethnic groups.

Just a day after warning that the
meeting was heading towards a humil-
iating failure, chairman of the council
or loya jirga Sibghatullah Mujaddedi
told the 502 delegates in the Afghan
capital that the last-ditch diplomacy had
secured a deal. “We are very happy that
all the members have reached a very
successful agreement,” Mujaddedi said.

A new draft circulated among the
members showed that northern minor-
ity langnages had been granted official
status in their strongholds, an issue
- which had brought the meeting close to

collapse. The new document enshrines
" a presidential system, with two vice-
presidential posts, and declares

THE STATESMAN

of cohesior,) \\\é‘\

Afghanistan an “Islamic republic”,

UN Special Representative Lakhdar
Brahimi and US Ambassador Zalmay
Khalilzad hailed the accord. “It’s a huge
success for the people of Afghanistan,”
Brahimi said, though he added that
there was work to do to repair the “brui-
ses” from the ethnic debate. “It’s a good
framework,” Khalilzad said. President
Hamid Karzai and ex-king Mohammed
Zaher Shah were to join the gathering
later on Sunday to oversee the official
ratification of the charter — apparently
without a final vote. Mujaddedi ruled
out further floor debate. “The changes
have been discussed already. I you find
any mistake in writing or dictation of
the articles you can discuss and correct
it with council officials.”

Sidiq Chakari, a Tajik delegate and
spokesman for faction leader and for-
mer President Burhanuddin Rabbani,
who had taken part in a boycott on
Thursday, said the deal was a mile-
stone on the way to peace. -
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AFwnaniSTAN / DIPLOMACY WINS DEAL

Charter approved
. by consensus

BUL, JAN. 4. Afghanistan’s loya
litga, or grand assembly, ap-
proved a new Constitution by
consensus -on Sunday, paving
the way for the country’s first
full demaocratic elections later
this year.

After weeks of wrangling over
the powers of the President, the
assembly Chairman, Sibghatul-
lah Mujaddedi, asked delegates
to stand to show their endorse-
ment of the Constitution. An
overwhelming majority did so,
signifying its adoption.

“We wanted consensus on
the Constitution, not voting,”
the Afghanistan Vice-President,
Nematuallah  Shahrani, the
head of Constitution Drafting
Committee, told the assembly.

The new charter is the latest
step in a drive to bring stability
and build a new state after a
United States-led invasion
drove the Taliban from power at
the end of 2001. Since the war,
an American-backed Afghan
Government has been created,
and national elections are sup-
posed to take place this year un-
der the new Constitution.

However, the country’'s pro-
gress has been slowed by pow-
erful regional warlords, a fresh
wave of violence by Taliban and
Al-Qaeda insurgents, and drug
trafficking.

The agreement, which seeks
to hammer out a compromise

to bind together the war-rav-
aged nation's mosaic of ethnic
groups, came after weeks of di-
vision and mistrust.

Just a day after warning that
the loya jirga was heading to-
ward a humiliating failure, Mr.
Mujaddedi told the 502 dele-
gates gathered under a giant
tent in the Afghan capital that
last-ditch diplomacy had se-
cured the comprehensive deal.

“We are very happy that all
the members of the loya jirga
have reached a very successful
agreement,” Mr. Mujaddedi
said. He gave no details of how
an impasse over whether to
grant official status to minority
languages, an issue which
brought the meeting close to
collapse, had been solved. But
he said a new draft of the docu-
ment would be distributed to
the delegates shortly and that
the President, Hamid Karzai,
would join the gathering to
oversee the charter’s official rat-
ification.

The accord is expected to give
the U.S.-backed Mr. Karzai the
strong presidential system he
had insisted on. Mr. Karzai has
argued strongly for a dominant
chief executive to hold the
country together as it rebuilds
and reconciles after more than
two decades of war, and said he
wouldn’t run again if he didn’
get his way. — AP
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| Afghan constitution
council deadlocked

wi-

THE CONSTITUTIONAL :

grand council, or loya-jir-
ga, adjourned in disarray
on Thursday, leaving the
entire process of drawing
up a new constitution bad-
ly damaged.

The crisis has revealed a
bitter struggle between the
leaders of the country, with
President Hamid Karzai
and his Pashtun kinsmen
on one side, and on the oth-
er the Islamist leaders and
ethnic minorities of the
north, who are seeking to
preserve some of their
wartime power.

Officials in the US-backed

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

f'goverl'}lent ,lled fo break

the deadlock by puitting five
amendments to the vote.

But the tactic backfired
when a great number of the
502 delegates, mostly from
the ethnic minorities of
northern Afghanistan, re-
fused to vote. In the end
only 264 people cast votes,
enough for a quorum.

They are determined
that the national anthem
be in the two languages,
Dari and Pashto, rather
than Pashto alone, and that
the Uzbeks be given lan-
guage rights.

NYT, Kabul
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GHANISTAN / MEET ADJOURNED

< ——

Consensus eludes

Loya

reach a consensus amid a boy-
cott by opponents of the U.S.-
backed President, Hamid Kar-
zai.

The decision, taken on
Thursday after scores of dele-
gates refused to take part in a
vote on several amendments to
the draft charter, was the latest
setback for the historic gather-
ing, which has already been
marred by acrimony and a dan-
gerous ethnic rift.

Opponents are particularly
angry over Mr. Karzai's insist-
ence on the creation of a strong
presidency, which they say
could shut minorities out of the
halls of power. '

Officials said more than half
of the 502 members of the Loya
Jirga cast their ballots in voting
on Thursday — enough to make
the results binding. But after
hours of behind-the-scenes
wrangling, the meeting was
called off until Saturday to allow

Jirga

more time to seek a compro-
mise.

Mr. Karzai insisted a simple
majority of those voting was
enough to pass the charter, but
most observers recognise that a
constitution that doesn’t win
wide-ranging  support  will
hamstring the country as it
seeks to put two decades of dev-
astating conflict behind it.

Meanwhile, U.S. troops and
helicopters killed as many as 14
insurgents in clashes in the
mountains of eastern Afghanis-
tan, the military said today.
Three U.S. soldiers were
wounded in the battle yesterday
some 20 km northeast of Shkin,
a town in Paktika province near
the Pakistan border.

The first three militants were
killed in a gunbattle after a
small group of insurgents fired
on a U.S. patrol, a spokesman
said.

The same patrol later found
the insurgents, and AH-1 Cobra
attack helicopters flying in sup-
port inflicted several more ca-
sualties, he said. — AP




