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GERAKAS (Greece),
Dec. 15. — A bus with 26
people on board was hi-
jacked early today in an
Athens suburb by two
armed men demanding to
be flown back to Russia,
police and government of-
ficials said.

The two men, armed
with rifies, boarded the
bus in the early hours, fir-
ing shots into its roof and
halting the vehicle on a
thoroughfare in the sub-
urb of Gerakas, where po-
lice surrounded it.

Government  officials
would not confirm reports
that the men, identified by
sources in the Athens
prosecutor’s office as Al-
banians with criminal re-
cords in Greece, were de-
manding eurol million
($1.33 million). They said
their initial demand was
for a driver to take them to
the airport. Premier Cos-
tas Caramanlis delayed a
trip tomorrow to a EU
summit in Brussels in or-
der to deal with the crisis,
his spokesperson said.

The hijackers have re-
leased 17 hostages so far.
According to police fig-
ures, six hostages were still
on the orange-and-blue
bus.

The released hostages
were taken to a nearby po-
lice command centre.

Authorities had initially
said that 26 people were
taken hostage when two
armed men stormed the
bus at 5.45 a.m. (9.15 am.
IST). The private radio
station Alpha said some-
one claiming to be one of
the hostage-takers had

hijackers demand
M1ght to Russia ;..v

A hostage is released from the hijacked public bus as police special
forces vehicles surround it near Athens on Wednesday. — AFP

called it via a mobile
phone taken from a wom-
an passenger on the bus.
The caller, who said his
name was Hassan, deman-
ded that police move away
from the vehicle so it
could be driven to the air-
port, located about 15 km
away, the radio said.

A police officer said the
men were Russians and
wanted to fly back to their
country and, were de-
manding that a driver
board the bus to drive it to
the airport. The bus driver
and ticket collector, plus
one woman passenger,
had managed to escape
from the vehicle when the
hijacking took place.

Bus company president
Mr Nikos Koutsogiorgas
said no one had been in-
jured and police negotia-
tors were talking with the
hostage-takers to try to
end the drama. It was un-
clear what motivated the
two men to hijack the bus.

Police said they had pro-
vided the men with a mo-
bile telephone to maintain
contact. One of the hostag-
es reached on his mobile
phone by local media said
the hijackers had a sawn-
off shotgun, a pistol and a
bag filled with grenades.
The hostage takers had
drawn the curtains and
were occasionally firing in
the air from its windows.

The bus was running a
night service from the city
of Marathon to Athens.
The area was cordoned off
by police, while snipers
and special forces sur-
rounded the vehicle and
ambulances stood by.

The incident marked the
fourth such hostage-taking
in Greece in the last five
years. In May and July
1999, two similar incidents
took place with the
Albanian ' hostage-takers
at the time demanding
money and safe passage to

their country. /

THE STATESMAN

16 DEC 2004 THE eTavreuany



Europe’s far-Right parties
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By Ian Traynor
VIENNA)DEC. 10. Europe’s anti-immi-
grant parties should unite in a new
pan-European movement under the
leadership of the Austrian politic-
ian, Jorg Haider, a leading Belgian
hardliner says in an interview pub-
lished today.

Filip DeWinter, the leader of the
extreme Flemish separatist party in
Belgium, said moves were afoot to
form a cross-border, extreme Right
grouping in the European Parlia-
ment, pooling Mr Haider’s Freedom
Party, France's National Front, his
own Vlaams Belang, the Dutch New
Right Party and Italy’'s Northern
League.

The coalition should run on a sin-
gle platform in the next European

plan coalition

elections in 2009, Mr DeWinter told
the Vienna weekly magazine,
News.Mr DeWinter, the head of the
renamed Vlaams Blok which was
branded a racist organisation last
month by Belgium’s Supreme
Court and could have been banned
had it not relabelled, said he had
been discussing the move with Mr
Haider.

One of Mr Haider’s key lieuten-
ants, Andreas Molzer, had a meet-
ing in Antwerp last week with
likeminded figures from Belgium,
the Netherlands, France and Italy.
Mr Molzer, an early strategist be-
hind Mr Haider’s rise in Austria, is
now a Member of European Parlia-
ment for Mr Haider’s Freedom Par-

. — O©Guardian Newspapers
Limited 2004
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As violence grips\the Netherlands following van Gogh's killing, some mainstream Dutch politicians
have broken from their traditionally tolerant approach, calling for a crackdown on their own Muslim
citizens. SHADA ISLAM on the issues testing European tolerance

HE killing of controversial Dutch filmmak-

er Theo van Gogh by a suspected Islamic

extremist and the subsequent spate of retal-

iatory attacks on Muslim targets are a dam-
aging blow to relations between European Union’s
15 million Muslims and their host communities.
Dutch violence has also spotlighted the need to
speed up the integration of Muslim immigrants in
the EU and sparked off a debate on the place of
Islam in an increasingly secular Europe.

Van Gogh, who had just made a controversial
film condemning Istam’s treatment of women, was it
shot and stabbed in Amsterdam as he cycled to |
work. Van Gogh'’s killer has been identified as 26-
year-old Mohammed Bouyeri, a Dutch-Moroccan.
Another five alleged Islamic radicals face charges
of forming a terrorist conspiracy to murder van
Gogh.

The outpouring of anti-Islamic and anti-immi-
grant sentiments in the Netherlands after van
Gogh’s murder reflects a harsh new reality in a
country once known for its tolerance. Van Gogh’s
brutal slaying has been condemned by Muslim
groups in the Netherlands, anxious to distance
themselves from the crime. Nonetheless, a recent
poll conducted by Dutch TV showed that 47 per
cent of all pcople in the Netherlands now feel less
tolerant of Muslims. Since the van Gogh murder,
mosques have been set on fire and bombs explod-
ed in Islamic schools across the Netherlands.

Many Dutch politicians, including members of the ruling
centre-right coalition (Christian Democrats and Liberals)
have lashed out against the country’s one million Muslims.
Deputy Prime Minister Gerrit Zalm has declared a “war” on
Islamic extremists. Rightwing Dutch MP Geert Wilders wants
all mosques attended by radicals to be closed. The EU’s out-
going internal market chief Frits Bolkestein, also a Liberal
from the Netherlands, has latched on to the fact that van
Gogh’s killer is of Moroccan origin (but also Dutch) to ask the

Moroccan king to stop “his” citizens from engaging in terror-
ist acts. It was not in Rabat’s interest, said Bolkestein, to be
seen as an “exporter of murderers”.

But is it in the Netherlands’ interest to be known as a coun-
try where people in power, when faced with a very public
national trauma, are unable or unwilling to control their lan-
guage and emotions? Responsible politicians in a mature
European democracy must show grace under fire, says Claude
Moraes, a Socialist member of the European Parliament who
heads the assembly’s recently launched group on anti-racismi
and diversity. “Politicians need to be more thoughtful,” says
Moraes. There is also concern that far right parties in the
Netherlands are exploiting van Gogh’s murder to foment fur-
ther conflict with the Muslims in the country.

Racial and religious violence in the Netherlands is prompt-
ing serious worry in the rest of Europe: Political leaders fear
that the bloody events may signal the beginning of a new,
more violent phase in already-tense relations with their own
Muslim minorities.

Van Gogh'’s killing and the subsequent anti-Muslim hostili-
ty is potent proof that despite their public wishes to avoid a
“clash of civilisations” and strong efforts to build bridges with
Arab and other Islamic countries, European governments
have dopefittle to engage in a real dialogue with their own
Mush citizens. Islamophobic sentiments are certainly on the

s
BELGIAN politician of Moroccan origin
Awho has repeatedly criticised Islamic culture
is under police protection after being
threatened with “ritual killing”.

Mimount Bousakla, a socialist senator in
Antwerp, whose parents are Muslims from
Morocco, reported the threat to the police, who
took it seriously after the killing of the filmmak-
er Theo van Gogh in the streets of Amsterdam
this month.

The case of Bousakla has strong parallels with
that of Ayaan Hirsi Ali, a Somalian refugee to’
the Netherlands and former Muslim who
became an MP and is now in hiding after criti-
cising the oppression of women in Islam.

The threats to Bousakla, thought to be from
Islamic radicals, are also likely to inflame ten-
sions in Antwerp, the power base of the far-right
anti-immigrant Vlaams Blok party, which at-
tracts a quarter of the vote in the multicultural
city. The Vlaams Blok, which arose from Nazi
collaborators during World War I1, was last week
banned by the Belgian supreme court for falling
foul of anti-racism laws despite being the most
popular party in the Flemish region.

Bousakla, who keeps her religious beliefs pri-
vate but is believed to have all but lost her
Istamic faith, had dismissed carlier death threats
s inconsequential.

Bousakla

—

A Socialist party offimal said: “She
again reccived threats and now has
round-the-clock police protection and
has gone into hiding.” However, she is
still working as normal inside the Flemish
Parliament.

It is thought that the threats were
prompted by her denunciation of Bdgxan
Muslim groups for refusing to criticise
the murder of van Gogh. Last week,

Executive, the official umbrella organisa-
tion for Muslims in Belgium, for not con-
demning the killing.

“The Muslim executive should have
protested in connection with Theo van
Gogh’s murder and called on the
Muslims in Belgium to criticise the attack
on a massive scale. However, it did noth-
ing, and so better disappear,”
Van Gogh,
attacking domestic violence against
worren, was shot six times and nearl
and had a declaration of holy wa
chest in broad day‘ ight in

A Duteh protestor with a banner that reads “Violence never has the last word”, and

{betow) Theo van Gogh.

rise throughout Europe, according to reports published by the
Vienna-based Centre for Monitoring Racism and
Xenophobia. The 11 September attacks on US cities and the
Madrid railway bombings have made ordinary Europeans
increasingly wary of their Muslim co-citizens.

While tough measures are clearly needed to clamp down on
Islamic extremist groups, terrorist organisations, and net-
works linked to Al-Qaida, crackdowns are further inflaming
inter-community and inter-religious tensions, making the
integration of Muslims even more difficuit.

One result of this widening divide has been the radicalisa-
tion of young Muslims. While young women are wearing
headscarves to underline their Islamic identity, young Muslim

Societies such as the
Netherlands often create
false “aspirations of
equality” among
immigrants which can then
turn to feelings of deep
frustration when
discrimination persists.

men are being tempted by the “seductive discourse” of radi-
cals, says Marco Martiniello of the Centre for Ethnic and
Migration Studies at the University of Liege. The fact that
even multicultural societies such as the one in the Netherlands
have failed to eliminate discrimination, with Muslims facing
racism at school and unable to secure good jobs or find prop-
er housing, is a further strain on inter-community relations.
“Discrimination and exclusion” of Europe’s Muslim
minorities is a fact of life, Dutch immigration minister Rita

v) ré\ Jr\//

An Antwerp
senator is
threatened with
‘ritual Killing after
she denounces
Belgian Muslim
groups for refusing
to criticise the
murder of van
Gogh. ANTHONY
BROWNE reports

(32) criticised the Muslim

she said.
a former socialist who made a fil

€headed,
paled in his

.- Enemies of lslam/

Verdonk admitted recently. “Young people feel
rejected by society,” Verdonk recognised, adding
that integration of Muslims was difficult because
they “don’t speak the language, lack appropriate
training or education and have little knowledge of
society.”

Societies such as the Netherlands, which appear
to embrace diversity, often create false “aspirations
of equality” among immigrants which can then
turn to feelings of deep frustration when discrimi-
nation persists, says Martiniello. As a result, even
“well-integrated young Muslims feel distanced
from the host society, which can breed alienation
and tensions,” admits an EU official.

The increasingly emotional debate about
Turkey’s planned membership in the EU has also
brought long-held prejudices, based on Europe’s
historical clashes with Islam, back to the fore.
Some of the political discourse on Ankara’s bid to
join the EU is openly Islamophobic, with politi-
cians, especially in France and Germany, warning
against the dilution of Europe’s Christian values. -
French Prime Minister Jean Pierre Raffarin cautio-
ned recently against Turkish entry, saying it was
dangerous to allow “the river of Islam to enter the
river bed of European secularism.”

There is a growing rift between a secular
Europe, which espouses progressive values on
issues like abortion and gay marriages, and a reli-
gious minority that holds a more conservative view of the
world. While Muslim unease with Europe’s secularism is
often in the news, Christians are also anxious about the ero-
sion of their values, says Meindert Fennema of the Institute of
Migration and Ethnic Studies in Amsterdam.

Many politicians in the Netherlands and elsewhere are
insisting that immigrants must “assimilate” into European
societies, completely giving up their religious and cultural
identity, says Martiniello. This has taken the focus away from
the concept of “integration,” which allows for diversity.

EU governments have few options, however. European lea-
ders at a summit in early November admitted the need for le-
gal migrants to compensate for domestic labour shortages and
an aging population. An EU report published last year said
the working age population in the 25-nation bloc was set to
fall from 303 million to 297 million by 2020, and to 280 million
by 2030. Immigrants are deemed essential to develop Eur-
ope’s IT sector and to bolster overall economic development
— advancements necessary for the EU to meet its ambitious
goal of becoming the world’s most competitive economy by
2010. “Immigration can help in filling current and future
needs of EU labour markets,” the report said.

‘The dilemma for EU leaders, however, is that while the
economy needs immigrants, European society is not in the
welcoming mode. Before they can recruit workers abroad,
governments will have to put money, time, and energy into
making sure that immigrants, especially Muslims, are able to
become part of the economic, political and social mainstream.
Allowing in more immigrants without ensuring the integration
of those who are already in Europe will mean more clashes
like those in Netherlands.

Reprinted with permission from  YaleGlobal Online,
(hitp://yaleglobal.yale.edv) a publication of the Yale Center for

the Study of Globalization. /

Mimount Bousaka v

fovember, Many Muslims groups have been
Slim  hesitant to condemn the murder because van
Gogh, a TV celebrity in the Netherlands, was
abusive about Muslim extremists and said that it
sterdam on 2  was inevitable that someone would be provoked.

er an Gogh’s murder, police
uncovered a suspected network of
Islamic radicals conspiring to murder
leading “enemies of Islam”.

In the past two weeks, half a dozen
Dutch politicians have received death
threats by letter, e-mail and teiephone.
Two went into hiding, including Hirsi Ali
and Geert Wilders, an MP who is seen as
the successor to the murdered anti-
Islamic populist Pim Fortuyn and who
was the subject of an Internet video
promising 72 virgins for any Muslim who
decapitated him.

Hirsi Ali, who describes herself as an
ex-Muslim, wrote and presented the 10-
minute film Submission, directed by van
Gogh, which is thought to have prompt-
ed his killing. The film criticised domestic

violence against Islamic women.

Bousakla has also been critical of conservative
and radical elements of Islam. Two years ago,
she wrote a book, Couscous with Belgian Fries,
about the problems of being raised between the
Moroccan and Belgian cultures, and criticising
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rise throughout Europe, according to reports published by the
Vienna-based Centre for Monitoring Racism and
Xenophobia. The 11 September attacks on US cities and the
Madrid railway bombings have made ordinary Europeans
increasingly wary of their Muslim co-citizens.

While tough measures are clearly needed to clamp down on
Islamic extremist groups, terrorist organisations, and net-
works linked to Al-Qaida, crackdowns are further inflaming
inter-community and inter-religious tensions, making the
integration of Muslims even more difficult.

One result of this widening divide has been the radicalisa-
tion of young Muslims. While young women are wearing
headscarves to underline their Islamic identity, young Muslim
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men are being tempted by the “seductive discourse” of radi-
cals, says Marco Martiniello of the Centre for Ethnic and
Migration Studies at the University of Liege. The fact that
even multicultural societies such as the one in the Netherlands
have failed to eliminate discrimination, with Muslims facing
racism at school and unable to secure good jobs or find prop-
er housing, is a further strain on inter-community relations.
“Discrimination and exclusion” of Europe’s Muslim
minorities is a fact of life, Dutch immigration minister Rita
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Verdonk admitted recently. “Young people feel
rejected by society,” Verdonk recognised, adding
that integration of Muslims was difficult because
they “don’t speak the language, lack appropriate
training or education and have little knowledge of
society.”

Societies such as the Netherlands, which appear
to embrace diversity, often create false “aspirations
of equality” among immigrants which can then
turn to feelings of deep frustration when discrimi-
nation persists, says Martiniello. As a result, even
“well-integrated young Muslims feel distanced
from the host society, which can breed alienation
and tensions,” admits an EU official.

The increasingly emotional debate about
Turkey’s planned membership in the EU has also
brought long-held prejudices, based on Europe’s
historical clashes with Islam, back to the fore.
Some of the political discourse on Ankara’s bid to
join the EU is openly Islamophobic, with politi-
cians, especially in France and Germany, warning

French Prime Minister Jean Pierre Raffarin cautio-
ned recently against Turkish entry, saying it was
B dangerous to allow “the river of Islam to enter the
) river bed of European secularism.”

There is a growing rift between a secular
Europe, which espouses progressive values on
issues like abortion and gay marriages, and a reli-
gious minority that holds a more conservative view of the
world. While' Muslim unease with Europe’s secularism is
often in the news, Christians are also anxious about the ero-
sion of their values, says Meindert Fennema of the Institute of
Migration and Ethnic Studies in Amsterdam.

Many politicians in the Netherlands and elsewhere are
insisting that immigrants must “assimilate” into European
societies, completely giving up their religious and cultural
identity, says Martiniello. This has taken the focus away from
the concept of “integration,” which allows for diversity.

EU governments have few options, however. European lea-
ders at a summit in early November admitted the need for le-
gal migrants to compensate for domestic labour shortages and
an aging population. An EU report published last year said
the working age population in the 25-nation bloc was set to
fall from 303 million to 297 million by 2020, and to 280 million
by 2030. Immigrants are deemed essential to develop Eur-
ope’s IT sector and to bolster overall economic development
— advancements necessary for the EU to meet its ambitious
goal of becoming the world’s most competitive economy by
2010. “Immigration can help in filling current and future
needs of EU labour markets,” the report said.

*The dilemma for EU leaders, however, is that while the
economy needs immigrants, European society is not in the
welcoming mode. Before they can recruit workers abroad,
governments will have to put money, time, and energy into
making sure that immigrants, especially Muslims, are able to
become part of the economic, political and social mainstream.
Allowing in more immigrants without ensuring the integration
of those who are already in Europe will mean more clashes
like those in Netherlands.

YaleGlobal Online,
(http://yaleglobal.yale.edu) a publication of the Yale Center for
the Study of Globalization.
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A Socialist party official said: “She
again received threats and now has
round-the-clock police protection and
has gone into hiding.” However, she is
still working as normal inside the Flemish
Parliament.

It is thought that the threats were
prompted by her denunciation of Belgian
Muslim groups for refusing to criticise
the murder of van Gogh. Last week,
Bousakla (32) criticised the Muslim
Executive, the official umbrella organisa-
tion for Muslims in Belgium, for not con-
demning the killing.

“The Muslim executive should have
protested in connection with Theo van
Gogh’s murder and called on the
Muslims in Belgium to criticise the attack
on a massive scale. However, it did noth-
ing, and so better disappear,” she said.

Van Gogh, a former socialist who made a fil
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ovember. Many Muslims groups have been
hesitant to condemn the murder because van
, Gogh, a TV celebrity in the Netherlands, was
is  abusive about Muslim extremists and said that it
was inevitable that someone would be provoked.
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After dan Gogh's murder, police

| uncovered a suspected network of

¥ Islamic ralicals conspiring to murder

leading “enemies of Islam”.
| In the past two weeks, half a dozen
Dutch politicians have received death
threats by letter, e-mail and telephone.
Two went into hiding, including Hirsi Ali
and Geert Wilders, an MP who is seen as
the successor to the murdered anti-
Islamic populist Pim Fortuyn and who
was the subject of an Internet video
promising 72 virgins for any Muslim who
decapitated him.
| Hirsi Ali, who describes herself as an
| ex-Muslim, wrote and presented the 10-
minute fitm Submission, directed by van
Gogh, which is thought to have prompt-
ed his killing. The film criticised domestic
violence against Islamic women.

Bousakla has also been critical of conservative
and radical elements of Islam. Two years ago,
she wrote a book, Couscous with Belgian Fries,
about the problems of being raised between the
Moroccan and Belgian cultures, and criticising

-

forced marriages, the place of women in society
and the role of men within the family. She has
openly opposed fundamentalist influences in
Belgian mosques. She has also attacked Dyab
Abou Jahjah, the fiery Lebanese-born leader of
the Arab Furopean League, who has been :
dubbed the “Belgian Malcolm X”.

Bousakla said last year: “He is just a guy from
West Asia who wants to fight the conflict they
have there in the streets of Antwerp.”

Abou Jahjah recently announced that he
intended to leave Antwerp because of the rapid
rise of the far-right Vlaams Blok party, whose
share of the vote has risen from 10 per cent in
1991 to 24 per cent now, putting it ahead of all
other parties.

A Socialist party spokeswoman said that she
expected the Vlaams Blok would use the threats
to Bousakla to its own advantage. “The- Vlaams
Blok try and play on everything,” she said.

Last week the Vlaams Blok, which has 10
members of the regional Parliament, was
banned by Belgium’s highest court for inciting
racism. Its supporters and workers were threat-
ened with imprisonment. It was immediately dis-
banded, and then reconstituted under the new
name Vlaams Berlang, meaning “Flemish inter-
est”. P
— The Times, London.



"RUSSIA AND EUROPE

o S

ne may get the impression
Othat neither the European
Union nor the continent’s

leading nations have a coherent
policy with regard to Russia,
while Russia has no such policy
with regard to the EU either.
And if a policy does exist, it is
becoming increasingly negative.

In recent days, the European
Union has even started talking
about refusing to create com-
mon spaces in the sphere of cul-
ture, economy, security, etc.

Moreover, at the everyday lev-
el, there is tough bargaining on
quotas and gas prices: by pres-
sing for a steep rise in gas prices,
the EU was either trying to neu-
tralise Russia, or to deprive it of
its natural competitive advan-
tages. With its efforts to haggle
for minor concessions, the EU
was the chief opponent of Rus-
sia’s accession to the WTO for
four years.

Strategic ally

One of the latest episodes of
this petty bargaining is an at-
tempt to deprive Russia of long-
term compensation payments
for the use of the Trans-Siberian
railway by European air carriers.
It is another attempt to deprive
Russia, which is not particularly
rich, of its natural and historical
advantages in favour of the far
wealthier Europe.

The issue of the visa-free
trave] is advancing at a snail’s
pace. Only Germany and some
other European countries have
tried to use the remnants of their
sovereignty to establish simpli-
fied visa procedures for some
groups of Russians. However,
visa-free travel is not a new idea
for Europe, but a return to
normality. Before World War [,
all Europeans could travel freely
around Europe, even though the
continent was experiencing a
number of problems at that
time. All this cannot detract
from the great achievement of
the European and global civilisa-
tion — the creation of the Euro-
pean Union — the only proto-
type of a world government, the
dream of the best and most
humane, including Russian,
minds of past centuries.

It would seem that against this
background and against the
backdrop of a rapidly deteriora-
ting and destabilising interna-
" tional situation, Europe should
choose Russia as a strategic ally.
However, one gets the impres-
sion, even if it is partially erro-
neous, that the EU has been re-

The author is the deputy director of the
Institute of Europe, Russian Academy
7, Sciences
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Methods Of Interaction Need To Change

By SERGE!I KARAGANOV

legating its relations with Russia
to the background in the past 15
years, thereby, to some extent,
fencing itself off from Russia.
This was first seen during the
Maastricht process before the
EU seemed to change its policy
at the 1999 Cologne summit
where a course for EU-Russia
rapprochement was proclaimed.
Now, they are again drifting

I

apart.

Europeans have been quite
friendly to Russia over the past
decade, preferring not to inter-
fere in Russia’s affairs, but with-
out trying to integrate it or laun-
ch any major projects featuring
the country’s participation. The
EU confined itself to a dialogue
and a ridiculously bureaucratic
assistance programme. Neither a
broad reciprocal education pro-
gramme nor any youth exchan-
ges have been established.

The gurrent situation from the
viewpoint of prospects for Rus-
sian-European rapprochement
is more complicated than in the
past. This is despite the fact that,
after coming to power, Vladimir
Putin was the first Russian lead-
er in decades to proclaim a prio-
rity course towards rapproch-
ement with Europe.

Stability

There are many explanations
for this. Trivial ideas were ex-
pressed that Russia could never
become a EU member because
of its size, while Brussels com-
plained that Russia did not want
to accept European legislation.
However, at the early stages of
this Russian revolution nearly all
the advisers on legislation were
American and no Europeans
were sent to Russia.

For these very reasons, the

i ——

pro-European lobby could not
increase its influence in Russia.
The inevitable post-revolution-
ary restoration, Russia’s disap-
pointment in Europe as an ally
and its development goals push-
ed traditionalist sentiments and
circles into the foreground.

We were criticised for failures
of democracy and for Chechnya.
But we were following the Euro-

pean road, even if it dated back
to 50 or 100 years ago. Today,
Russia’s course is unclear. How-
ever, a departure from Euro-
pean democracy is obvious. Are
Russia and Europe doomed to
further, albeit temporary, es-
trangement that will inevitably
be detrimental to both sides’
global authority and ability to
positively influence the turbu-
lent course of history? The mo-
del of Russia-EU relations and
methods of interaction must be
changed if this cooperation is to
help both sldes geomstrategically
and from the standpoint of their
development models.

The EU must understand that
a strong Russia will benefit Brus-
sels, that it must stop bargaining
over petty points and make no
attempts to restrict Russia’s in-
fluence in the former USSR. As
a rule, this influence leads to
greater stability, as rivalry will
destabilise still further the ex-
tremely unstable situation in the
countries on Russia’s periphery.

Both sides should discard ma-
jestic mega-projects and concen-
trate on about 20 small specific
projects with clear structures
and timeframes for their imple-
mentation. The most obvious
ones are mini-integration pro-
jects in the technological sphere
where Russia still has some re-
serves. However, a political de-

cision is needed for such pro-
jects. Another project is the
opening of several institutionsm-
Moscow that will study how the '
new EU works. Branches of the
European University have been
opened in small countries that,”
even when they join the EU, are:
of minor importance for it in
comparison with Russia (let
these countries excuse me for
saying this). e

We need to be patient at the::
operational level, as Europe is
not a very efficient partner. Rus-
sia should not make any conce-
ssions but propose new coopera- -
tion projects and create real
mechanisms for influencing the
EU and interacting with it. Until
recently, we had none.

Breakthrough

There is no sense of doom.
Russia and the EU will co-exist
and cooperate. The question is
whether this interaction will be
effective for both sides. If Eu-
rope does not start even a partial
integration with Russia and
build a long-term alliance with
the country, it will gradually lose -
its ability to protect its island of
stability in the increasingly uns-
table world. Even a common
foreign minister or a rapid de-
ployment force with tens of
thousands of troops will hardly
help in this case.

If Russia starts departing from
its cultural-historical and socio-
economic orientation to Europe;-
this will increase its chances of
degrading towards a classic,
stagnant and corrupt Third
World country, developing along
the lines of Latin America, or
even Nigeria. ,

In a few years, after we create
several joint projects and b+
ecome closer to each other:im:
deeds, not just in words, some
interesting things may transpire.
For instance, that Europe is not
developing in a Maastricht fed-
erative direction, but backwards
towards the common market. It
will be easier for Russia to join.
European sentiments may also
change. The Russian elite, after
sobering up from its “oil intoxi-
cation” and focusing on mod-
ernising the country and society,
may find its real place in Russia.

Then the question of Russia’s
integration with the European
Union will be raised in a new
way, and its huge benefits will- be: -
more obvious to Moscow, Brus-
sels and other European capi-
tals. Now that no breakthrough
in our relations has been made,
we must be patient and tolerant
to prepare ourselves for this
breakthrough when the time
comes. ,

///
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EU tinally gets
W‘Oa constitution

s

BRUSSELS, (Belgium), June 19. —
European Union leaders agreed Fri-
day on a first-ever constitution for
their newly reunited continent, over-
coming disputes about power-shar-
ing, national sovereignty and even
whether God deserved a mention.
“It is a great achievement for Eu-
rope. It is a great achievement for all
Europeans,” Irish Prime Minister

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Mr Bertie Ahein, the summit host,

said at the end of two days of difficult
negotiations with his 24 counter-
parts.

Leaders had been hoping for a suc-
cess to boost the EU’s credibility in
the eyes of an increasingly skeptical
public, a week after an electoral
drubbing and six months after their
last attempt collapsed in acrimony
over voting rules and other issues.

“Better late than never,” said French
President Mr Jacques Chirac. “Th-
anks to this new treaty, we will have
a more efficient Europe, a Europe
that responds better to the needs of
our citizens and a Europe that holds
a greater weight in the world.”

While they toasted their agree-
ment with champagne and a stand-

- ing ovation, officials said another
i difficult decision — who will be the
new president for the EU’s execu-/l‘i/prevent the biggest countries from

tive Commission — was put off be-

THE STATESMAN -

cause of continuing disagreement.
Nonetheless, EU officials called
the constitution deal a “victory.”

It comes just one-and-a-half
months after the 15-nation EU took
in 10 new members, mainly from
the former communist east, and the
negotiations themselves at times il-
lustrated the feared gridlock that
would have been expected without
the new rules.

“For Europe to come to an agree-
ment at 25 (members) on the new
rules that should govern Europe for
the future is indeed truly historic,”
said British Prime Minister Mr To-
ny Blair.

The constitution aims to stream-
line the EU’s complex institutions
and boost its image on the world
stage by creating an EU foreign
minister. Fearing the enlarged bloc
would prove unwieldy, it also aims
to curb areas where individual
countries can veto decisions.

The final text resolved one of the
most bitter disputes — the voting
system — by requiring at least 15
countries representing 65 per cent of
the EU’s total 455-million population
for a measure to pass.

At least four countries with 35 per
cent of the population would be re-
quired to block — another safeguard

nning roughshod over the rest.



European voters batter ruling

parties

London: European voters punished leaders
in Britain, the Netherlands, and to some de-
gree Italy for getting involved in Iraq, but
also turned their ire on German Chancellor
Gerhard Schroeder and French President
Jacques Chirac, Europe’s leading oppo-
nents of the war, vote tallies showed on
Monday. Many governments had a hard
time in the 25-nation vote for the European
Parliament, which ended with 19 nations
voting on Sunday.

Among the few that did well were Spain’s
socialists, who recently withdrew troops
from Iraq. The socialists, surprise victors
in the March elections days after a massive
terrorist attack, won a new stamp of legiti-
macy by emerging on top in the European
parliamentary vote as well. The massive
democratic exercise, spread out over four
days, came at a crucial time in the develop-
ment of the European Union: it has just
added 10 members, largely from eastern Eu-
rope, and leaders hope to agree on a new
constitution later this month.

Across Europe, the outcome highlighted
anxieties about the expanding union, with
anti-EU parties doing well in Britain, Swe-
den, and even the Czech Republic, in the for-
mer communist nation’s maiden outing in
an EU-wide vote. Overall, centre-right par-
ties won, taking 274 seats in the 732-member
European Parliament. The centre-left
group, which includes lawmakers from

Spanish Socialist Party (PSOE) candidate
Josep Borrell (centre), Prime Minister Jose
Luis Rodriguez Zapatero (right) and
Socialist Party speaker Jose Blanco pose at
PSOE headquarters after his victory in the

European elections in Madrid on Sunday

British Prime Minister Tony Blair’s Labour
party and Schroeder’s Social Democrats,
finished second with 198 seats. The third-
largest group in the European Union as-
sembly was the Liberal Democrats with 64.

For some, the most remarkable outcome
was the dismal level of participation: the
45.3 per cent turnout was the lowest ever in
a European Parliament election, and just
28.7 per cent voted in the 10 newest states.
Blair’s Labour party performed weakly,
coming in 5 percentage points behind the
opposition Conservatives. Labour lost 6 per-

over Irag
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centage points from the last EU gdlection to
garner 22 per cent of the vote, while a fringe
party that wants Britain to withdraw from
EU came in third with 17 per cent.

™e netherlands,
where the deployment « . Jtroops was a
key issue in Thursday’s voic. Preliminary
results showed gains for leftist opposition
parties; nonetheless, the ~~vernment an-
nounced on Friday that 1. was extending
the deployment for eight months.

A voter backlash on Iraq following the
deadly train bombings in Madrid has al-
ready driven Aznar’s party from power, and
new socialist Prime Ministe Jose Luis Ro-
driguez Zapatero hoped for a strong result
to boost the impression that e won power
on more than a protest vote. He got a nar-
row win, 43.3 per cent compared to 41.3 per
cent for aznar’s popular party, with 99 per
cent of votes counted. Berlusconi’s Forza
Italia Party, the country’s largest, got 21 per
cent of the vote, down from 25.2 per cent in
the previous european election, with re-
sults in from 90 per cent of polling stations.

Portugal’s main opposition Socialist Par-
ty, which attacked the government over its
unpopular support for the Iraq war and its
patchy economic record, got a clear victory
with 43% to 47% of the vote, compared to a
maximum of 36% for the government part-
ners, the Social Democratic Party and Pop-
ular Party. e
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Europe

warms

up for party ,

Warsaw, April 30 (Reuters): °
Celebrations gathered pace
today in the final countdown to
the reunification of Europe 15
years after the fall of the Berlin
Wall with the EU set to embrace
10 new mainly east European
members at midnight.

Street parties, concerts and
" border festivities broke out
across central and eastern Eu-
rope as political leaders hailed

~ A Slovenian girl wears an EU
flag as a hat near Kranjska

Gora, at the border with Italy

and Austria, on Friday. (Reuters)

the final reversal of five decades
of Soviet-dominated communist
rule that followed World War
Two.

Star-studded blue EU flags
were to be hoisted and fireworks
light the sky from the Baltic to
the Mediterranean at midnight
before leaders of the new 25-na-

A
tion bloc) representing 450 mil-
lion citizens, hold a celebratory
summit in Dublin.

In Poland, by far the biggest
of newcomers, outgoing Prime
Minister Leszek Miller raised
the EU flag and toasted Poland’s
future in Europe at a televised
ceremony with his cabinet, beat-
ing the official celebrations by
eight hours. “Poland’s entry inte
the European Union fulfils my
dreams and lifetime work,” Lech
Walesa, whose Solidarity move-
ment toppled communism in
Poland in 1989, said.

For East Europeans, enlarge-
ment crowns 15 years of often
painful economic reforms since
the collapse of communist rule.

“For the generation that lived
in the communist prison sur-
rounded by barbed wire, the Eu-
ropean Union is a dream come
true. Fifteen years ago we would
not even have dared dream this
dream,” Slovakian parliament
speaker Pavol Hrusovsky said.

EU enlargement takes effect
at 2200 GMT, though a still divid-
ed Cyprus and the former Soviet
republics of Estonia, Latvia and
Lithuania will celebrate entry
anhour earlier, since theylieina
time zone east of the bulk of con-
tinental Europe.

Other newcomers are former
Warsaw Pact members Hungary,
Poland, the Czech Republic and
Slovakia, former Yugoslav repu-
blic of Slovenia and the tiny Me-
diterranean island of Malta, wh-
ich will become the EU’s smal-
lest member with 400,000 people.

Ireland, a rags-to-riches
model of the benefits of joining
the EU, plans a “Day of Wel-
comes” for the newcomers to-
MOrrow.
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Colourful welcome greets
Gaddafi on his EU visit

S
Reuters CZ UJ‘A\\ Y
Brussels, April 27 y\ \/
CHEERED ON by African drummers and
dancing supporters, Libyan leader Muam-
mar Gaddafi took another big step toward in-
ternational respectability on Tuesday when
he visited European Union headquarters.

European Commission President Romano
Prodi broke with protocol to welcome
Gaddafi personally at Brussels’ Zaventem
airport, where the Libyan leader, dressed in
a red fez hat and gray-green sweeping robe,
descended the gangway followed by female
guards in dappled blue camouflage uniforms.

Waving portraits of Gaddafi, more than
200 supporters gathered by an Arab-African
Immigrant Child Support Committee, staged
a pro-Libyan demonstration outside the EU
building as the two leaders arrived in a white
stretch Mercedes limousine. A smaller group
of about 50 Libyan exiles staged a human
rights protest outside EU headquarters. The
police kept the two groups apart.

The landmark trip — Gaddafi’s first to Eu-
rope in 15 years — was a reward for Libya’s
agreement to pay compensation for the
Lockerbie and UTA airline bombings and its
spectacular renunciation of weapons of

AP

Muammar Gaddafi shakes hands with EU
Commission president Romano Prodi at the
EU Commission HQ in Brussels on Tuesday.

mass destruction.

The Libyan leader was expected to submit
an application to join the EU’s Euro-Mediter-
ranean partnership, a trade, aid and culture
pact linking the wealthy European bloc with
11 southern and eastern Mediterranean
neighbours, including Israel.



' Pullout won’t harm ties
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Agencies
Madrid, April 19

SPAIN’S WITHDRAWAL of its troops from
Irag should not harm its long-term rela-
tions with the US, the new foreign minis-
ter said in remarks published on Monday,
adding that his country will remain stead-
fast in the fight against terrorism.

Foreign Minister Miguel Moratinos
also said the government of Prime Minis-
ter Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero will ho-
‘nour Spain’s pledges at the recent Iraq
Donor’s Conference and help in Iraq’s re-
construction and transition to democracy.

“We’re not washing our hands” of the
situation, Moratinos said in an interview
Monday in the El Pais newspaper.

On Sunday, Zapatero ordered the 1,300
troops to return home as soon as possible,
fulfilling a campaign pledge to a nation
recovering from terrorist bombings that
al-Qaida militants said were reprisal for
Spain’s support of the war.

“This decision should not affect bilat-
eral relations between Spain and the Unit-
ed States,” Moratinos said. He said aside
from the issue of Iraq, Spain's agenda
with the United States would be “wider
and more attractive” under Zapatero.

Zapatero issued the abrupt recall just
hours after his government was sworn in,
saying there was no sign the United States
would meet his demand for United Na-
tions control of the postwar occupation —
his ultimatum for keeping troops there.

Zapatero’s Socialist party won the
March 14 general election amid allega-
tions that outgoing Prime Minister Jose
Maria Aznar, by backing the war in Iraq,
had provoked commuter-train terrorist
bombings that killed 191 people three

with US, says Spain

_ REUTERS
Spainish Prime Minister Jose Luis
Rodriguez Zapatero in Madrid on Monday.

days before the vote.

Though Zapatero, a 43-year-old lawyer
and career politician, had promised to re-
move Spanish troops, his immediate ac-
tion was a bombshell, and a setback for
the United States as Moratinos prepared
to travel to Washington to discuss the dis-
pute with Secretary of State Colin Powell.
He was scheduled to leave on Tuesday.

In a five-minute address at the Moncloa
Palace, Zapatero said he had ordered De-
fence Minister Jose Bono to “do what is
necessary for the Spanish troops sta-
tioned in Iraq to return home in the shoa

est time possible.” oy
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Abdelka;ikl 1 Mejjati
° ° Gf/\?
Spain issues
warrant for
wealthy
Moroccan

Madrid, March 31 (Reuters):
The Spanish judge investigating
the Madrid train bombings is-
sued a worldwide arrest warrant
today for a wealthy Moroccan
man also sought in connection
with bombings in Casablanca
and Riyadh last year.

Judge Juan del Olmo issued
five arrest warrants through the
international police agency In-
terpol, and sources close to the
investigation confirmed that one
of them was for Abdelkarim el
Mejjati. The other four suspects
were not identified.

Mejjati, 36, the son of a Mo-
roccan father and a French
mother, is described by Moroc-
can investigators as an Islamic
holy warrior who fought in
Bosnia and Afghanistan and
who was last seen in Morocco
shortly before September 11,
2001.

The March 11 bombings of
four Madrid commuter trains
killed 191 people in the first at-
tack in the West linked to Osama
bin Laden’s al Qaida network
since the September 11 strikes
on New York and Washington.

The attack was timed three
days before Spain’s general elec-
tion and played a role in helping
the Opposition Socialists to a
surprise victory that will re-
move a strongly pro-American
party from power.

The five Spanish warrants
were issued a day after the Span-
ish government identified the
Moroccan Islamic Combatant
Group as the prime suspect in
the Madrid blasts.

Some news reports have iden-
tified Mejjati as the head of that
shadowy group, also suspected
of being connected to the
Casablanca attacks of last May,
in which 12 suicide bombers and
33 others were killed. Mejjati is
also wanted by Saudi authorities
in connection with suicide at-
tacks on housing compounds in
Riyadh last year. Last September
the FBI issued a worldwide alert
for Mejjati and three other sus-
pects, linking them to al Qaida
and saying it had intelligence
they might be planning attacks
against the US.

In a separate development,
Spanish authorities arrested
two more people in connection to
the Madrid blasts — raising the
total held in the case to 20 — and
searched another home. Judge
Del Olmo was due to question
two people under arrest, includ-
ing one of the two Spanish sus-
pects.
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TIndians accused
0 I Spain 4, 4

RS

Morrocans Jamal Zougam (left) and Mohamed Bekkali

Madrid, March 19 (Reuters): Three Moroccan and two Indian men
detained over the Madrid bombings were accused of terrorist crimes
in court today, but denied any links to al Qaida and said they were
asleep at the time of the attacks.

During a gruelling seven-hour overnight hearing at Madrid’s
High Court, the three Moroccans were accused of 190 murders and
belonging to a terrorist group. The Indians were accused of cooperat-
ing with a terrorist group, court sources said.

Under the Spanish legal system, the accusations made against the
five means the court considers there is a case to answer, providing
grounds to keep them in custody. A decision on formal charges is
taken later. One of the Moroccans considered a main suspect —
Jamal Zougam — wept in court before returning to pray in his cell,
the sources said. “The five detainees have denied any involvement...
They have all said that when the attack took place on March 11 they
were sleeping in their respective homes,” a source said.

“They say they don’t have any link with al Qaida or any terrorist
organisation,” All five were ordered held in custody after their initial
appearance, which ended at 0300 GMT today morning. They were
taken to Soto de Real jail, just north of Madrid.

Bombs exploded on four packed commuter trains in Madrid on
March 11, killing 202 people. The attacks, the bloodiest since the Bali
bombings in 2002, have been claimed by a militant Islamic group
aligning itself to al Qaida.

There was no immediate explanation of why the men were ac-
cused of 190 murders. It could relate to the number of bodies formal-
ly identified. Investigators have said an unexploded bomb found on
one of the trains, containing a mobile phone that would have been
used to activate the bomb, provided valuable evidence.

As well as Zougam, the other two Moroccans have been named as
his brother Mohamed Chaoui and Mohamed Bekkali. The three were
all detained in a telephone shop run by Zougam in Madrid.

As well as cooperating with extremists, the two Indians, Suresh
Kumar and Vinay Khohy, were accused of forging documents.

Sources said the five were being held in solitary confinement,
though they can see a court-appointed lawyer.

Five more pecple A four North Africans and a Spaniard A were ar-
rested on Thursday as part of the investigation. Judge Juan Del Olmo
is expected to question them by next Tuesday;

The Spaniard, captured near Oviedo in northern Spain, is sus-
pected of stealing the locally-made explosives used.

At 202, the Madrid death toll has matched that of the 2002 Bali at-
tack, the worst of its kind since the September 11 attacks on Wash-
ington and New York. Some 1,816 people were wounded in the Madrid
bombings.
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Ao MADRID BLASTS / INDIANS RELEASED, SAYS NEWSPAPER

Pollce |dent|fy Moroccan suspects

MADRID, RcH 16. The Spanish
police said\on Tuesday they had
detained an\ Algerian who alleg-
edly talked about a terrorist at-
tack in Madrid two months
before it happened. The toll in
the train bombings rose to 201.

Ali Amrous was picked up on
Monday in the Basque city of
San Sebastian to learn if he had
advance knowledge of Thurs-
day’s terrorist attacks in Ma-
drid, police told The Associated
Press.

The police identified five new
Moroccan suspects in the train
bombings, the newspaper El
Pais reported, and a French in-
vestigator told the AP he had
found a direct link between the
prime suspect, Jamal Zougam,
and the spiritual leader of a
clandestine extremist group be-
lieved involved in last May’s
deadly attacks in Casablanca,
Morocco.

Since the attacks, investiga-
tors have focused on Zougam, a
Moroccan immigrant who was
arrested on Saturday with two
other Moroccans and two Indi-
ans. The newspaper said the In-
dians were released, though the
Government did not confirm
that.

Amrous, an apparent indi-
gent, was first arrested in Janu-
ary after a neighbourhood
disturbance and made the
threatening comments while
being questioned by police, say-
ing that “we will fill Madrid with
the dead,” authorities said.
They added that they doubted
he was connected at a high level
with any terrorist group but
may have known about the at-
tacks in advance.

He was expected to be
brought to Madrid for question-
ing. Police said they did not be-
lieve Amrous had any contacts

9 N‘ﬂ

People light candles in memory of the victims of the blasts at the
Atocha train station in Madrid on Tuesday. — AFP

with the armed Basque separa-
tist group ETA, which the Span-
ish  Government initially
blamed for the attacks.

Zougam has already been
identified by a Spanish judge as
a follower of Imad Yarkas, the
alleged leader of Spain’s Al-
Qaeda cell, who remains jailed
on suspicion he helped plan the
Sept. 11 attacks.

Police believe the five new
Moroccan suspects took part in
the bombings, El Pais reported
Tuesday, without identifying
them by name. An Interior Min-
istry spokesman said he could
not confirm the report.

The paper also reported that
the two Indians who are be-

lieved to have sold telephone
cards to three arrested Moroc-
cans were released. The spokes-
man said he could not confirm
the report.

The bombs were triggered by
cell phones, and investigators
were able to find and arrest the
three Moroccans and the two
Indians on Saturday because a
cell-phone card was found in an
unexploded bomb and traced.

Investigators scrambled to
learn the scope of the operation
that carried out the Madrid at-
tacks.

A possible link between them
and Casablanca gained credibil-
ity on Tuesday after a French in-
vestigator, Jean-Charles Brisard,

said he had found a direct tie
between Zougam and Mo-
hamed Fizazi, a spiritual leader
of Salafia Jihadia, which alleg-
edly was behind the Casablanca
attack and which has been link-
ed to Osama bin Laden’s Al-
Qaeda terror network.

The suicide bombings in Ca-
sablanca killed 33 people and 12
bombers.

In a telephone call with Yar-
kas that Spanish police moni-
tored in August 2001, Zougam
said he had met Fizazi, who was
among 87 people sentenced in
Morocco last August in a trial
that centred on the Casablanca
attacks. Fizazi received a 30-

year sentence. — AP
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By Batuk Gathani

BRUSSELS, MARCH 15. The defeat
of the People’s Party Govern-
ment in Spain is widely regard-
ed as a “protest vote” against
the Prime Minister, Jose Maria
Aznar, for his support to the
American and British initiated
war in Iraq.

The Popular Party leaders
conceded defeat late last night
though the Opposition Social-
ists have not won a working ma-
jority. Negotiations to cobble up
a coalition may take a few days.
Its leader, Jose Luis Rodrigus
Zapatero (42), will become the
Prime Minister. Though a “rela-
tively inexperienced adminis-
trator”, he is “a charming and
popular politician”. Mr. Zapate-
ro was elected to Parliament as
its youngest member at 27 and
has spent all his political life in

Spain: a vote agamst
support for Iraq war?

Opposition. The exit of the Pop-
ular Party and Mr. Aznar from
the political scene has been
greeted with mixed feelings. As
the voting took place immedi-
ately after the train blasts in Ma-
drid which claimed more than
200 lives, it is suggested that
Spaniards have made the gener-
al election “a referendum on
terrorism”’. The Socialist Party’s
success is attributed to Mr. Za-
patero’s opposition to Spain’s
involvement in Iraq.

Many citizens blame the
U.S.-ignited war on global ter-
rorism for the blasts. According
to recent opinion polls, over 90
per cent of Spaniards were op-
posed to the country’s involve-
ment in the Iraq war. However,
the centre-right Popular Party
might have returned to power
following recent successes on
the economic front. But the

THE & M m,

blasts and the Popularglvy

insistence that the secessionist
movement ETA was responsible

for the massacre have aroused

much anger. Most Spanish citi-

zens are convinced that Islamist

terrorists have perpetrated the

massacre though authorities are

yet to come up with contlusive
evidence.

Today, there is a marked ur-
gency in Europe over tackling
terrorism and Germany has
called upon Ireland -— which
holds the six-monthly rotating
presidency of the European
Union — to summon a meeting
of the Interior Ministers and se-
nior security officials to discuss
secunty

The meeting will highlight
’Europe s new fight against ter-
rorists and the message is “hunt
them down but let us still keep
our civil liberties”.
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MEANING OF THE

A WEEK AGO, outgoing Spanish Prime Minister
Jose Maria Aznar’s Popular Party was certain it
would coast to victory in Sunday’s general elec-
tions. The economy was doing nicely. Mr. Aznar,
who has been in office for eight years, and his
designated successor, Mariano Rajoy, were strut-
ting about as though they had everything under
control, including Spain’s involvement in the
Bush administration’s war of occupation in Iraq
that had once brought a million protesters on the
streets. Security and anti-terrorism were central
planks of the conservative party’s campaign and
public opinion polls predicted the Popular Party
would get a comfortable majority in the 350-
member parliament. Last Thursday’s horrific ex-
plosions in Madrid, the worst terrorist attack in
Europe since the Lockerbie bombing of 1988,
changed all that. The Socialist Party will be form-
ing the new government in Spain with the sup-
port of some smaller parties.

What happened? The Spanish Government has
paid the price for lying to its voters and manip-
ulating public opinion — after apparently reaping
the consequences of unrepentant engagement,
with 1,300 troops, in the U.S.-led war of occupa-
tion in Iraq. Public opinion polls have revealed
that 90 per cent of the Spanish people oppose the
Aznar Government'’s participation in the war. The
Popular Party is guilty of the sin of lese majeste
and taking the electorate for fools. Within min-
utes of the calamitous terrorist explosions that
claimed 200 lives and injured 1,400 and shattered
the myth of European invincibility, the Govern-
ment pointed an accusing finger at ETA, the Bas-
que separatist organisation that has waged a
35-year-long campaign against Madrid. Prime
Minister Aznar’s personal hatred for ETA was well
known. He himself narrowly escaped an assassi-
nation attempt in 1995 and has sworn to stamp
out the irredentists. However, terrorism special-
ists warned that to rush to judgment that ETA was
behind the latest explosions was irresponsible.

TUESDAY, MARCH 16, 2004
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The sheer scale and ma ltude of th atlon,
the simultaneous nature of the explos1 ns, th
type of explosives used, the fact that contrary to
ETA’s modus operandi no prior warning was is-
sued, pointed away from rather than towards the
Basque separatists. The Popular Party’s pundits
made a disastrous miscalculation: blaming the
Basque separatists while diverting attention from
the question of Spain’s involvement in the Iraq
war would be the surest way of winning votes.

However, this crisis management strategy went
terribly awry. With the media scrutinising every
scrap of evidence coming in, it became increas-
ingly difficult for the Government to continue to
deceive. The Interior Minister, Angel Acedes, had
to concede at a hastily convened midnight press
conference that Islamist terrorism was the more
likely perpetrator. With the national mood chang-
ing rapidly, it began to seem to a growing number
of grieving Spaniards that the Government, hav-
ing imposed a hated war on them, was taking the
dishonourable course of covering up the horrific
consequences of its actions. The high voter turn-
out signalled a strong protest vote that was simul-
taneously a poignant salute to those who had lost
their lives on an irresponsible and dishonourable
Government'’s account. Jose Luis Rodrigues Zapa-
tero, the Socialist leader who will soon take over as
Prime Minister, is a firm opponent of the Iraq war.
In the election campaign, he charged that the Az-
nar regime had “gambled everything on its blind
support for the United States, or rather the Bush
administration, at the price of weakening the
bond between Spain and Europe” and, more spe-
cifically, damaging the country’s relationship with
France and Germany. After the victory, Mr. Zapa-
tero has confirmed his pre-election commitment
to withdraw Spanish troops from Iraq by June-end
unless a United Nations-led multilateral force
took control from the occupation forces. The
Spanish verdict is a big political setback to Wash-
ington.
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Indian link £ Spain blasts
bolsters al-Qaida theory

e )

HTC & Agencies Q}W
Madrid/Delhi, March 14

FOUR INDIANS have
been linked to Thursday’s
Madrid blasts, striking a
blow to the Spanish gov-
ernment’s claims that
Basque separatist group
ETA and not the al-Qaida
was behind the carnage.
Two of the Indians
were arrested along with
three Moroccans while the
two others — both Span-
iards of Indian origin —
have only been summoned
for questioning. Interior
Minister Angel Acebes
was hard put to explain
what connection the Indi-
ans and Moroccans could
have had with a Basque
group. “We must not rule
anything out,” he said.
Spain has
the two arrested Indians
as Vinay Kohly and Su-
resh Kumar, but New Del-
hi believes these names
on their passports may be
false and is trying to as-

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

‘identified’’

AFP

A boy in Sydney protests
against the Madrid blasts.

certain their identity
“Our embassy has asked
the Spanish authorities to
give us the names and
passport numbers,” a sen-
ior official said. The Indi-
an embassy in Madrid is
trying to gain consular
access to the duo.

Hours after the arrests,
the authorities found a
videotape claiming the al-
Qaida carried out the
bombings in “response to
your (Spain’s) collabora-

tion (in the Irag war)
with the criminal Bush
and his allies” and threat-
ening more strikes.

The developments have
jolted the ruling conserva- - |/
tive Popular Party (PP), |
which was seeking a third °
term in Sunday’s elec-
tions partly on the str-
ength of its hardline stan-
ce against ETA. Many
Spaniards believe that the
government covered up
clues pointing more to the
involvement of the al-Qai-
da than the ETA.

Acebes said Saturday’s
arrests were made with
clues provided by a cell-
phone found inside an ex-

_plosives-packed gym bag

discovered on one of the

four bombed trains.

The two Indians were
nabbed in a Madrid slum
populated by hundreds of
illegal immigrants. Mad-
rid has nearly 9,000 Indi-
ans, mostly Sindhis and
some from Punjab.

See also P“age 11
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Q; NN‘\N\ MADRID BLASTS / ‘PUNISHMENT FOR SUPPORT TO IRAQ WAR’

o Poll overshadowed by Al-Qaeda claim

MA %'ZRCH 14. Spaniards

turned out in great numbers on
Sunday to vote in general elec-
tions thrown wide open by an
Al-Qaeda claim that it staged
the Madrid terror attack to pun-
ish the Government for backing
the U.S.-led war in Iraq.

Still reeling from the railway
bombings which killed 200 peo-
ple and injured 1,500, Spaniards
entered voting booths grim-
faced and speaking in whispers.

“Spain has never voted in
such a tragic situation. There’s a
feeling of anguish, sadness, hor-
ror,” said Joaquin Leguina, a
former President of Madrid’s re-
gional government.

Some voters expressed anger
at the ruling Popular Party of
the outgoing Prime Minister,
Jose Maria Aznar, accusing him
of making Spain a target for Is-
lamic extremists because of his
support for the Iraq war, which
a vast majority Spaniards op-
posed. Mr. Aznar sent 1,300
Spanish troops to Iraq after the
conflict and 11 have died.

Other voters expressed sup-
port for the ruling party because
of its backing of the Iraq war
and its crackdown on the armed
Basque separatist group ETA,
which the Government initially
blamed for Thursday’s attack.

Under brilliant skies after
several days of rain, Spaniards
flocked to the polls early. — AP

Speculation rife

Batuk Gathani reports from
Brussels:

Speculation is rife in Spain on
the identity of the perpetrators
of the train blasts. On Friday,
the authorities were pointing
the finger at ETA — a secession-
ist terrorist movement based in

The Spanish Prime Minister, Jose Maria Aznar, shows his ID as his wife Ana Botella looks on
at a polling station in Madrid on Sunday. — AFP

the Basque region, where a mi-
nority of extremists are seeking
independence from Madrid.

The ETA has been supporting
the secessionist movement for
the last 39 years, periodically
highlighted by terrorist acts and
assassinations of members of
the establishment.

The Prime Minister, Jose Ma-
ria Anza's Government has
cracked down on the move-
ment, and many Spaniards feel
that pointing the finger at ETA
might be a ploy to gain ‘sympa-
thy’ votes in the election. Thou-

sands of Spanish citizens in
Basque region gathered in a si-
lent vigil to pay tribute to the
victims.

Many demonstrated outside
the Popular Party headquarters
to protest against it making the
incidents an “election issue”.
The secessionist movement has
so far not attempted a major
terrorist attack on the scale of
the Madrid one.

An air of calm and deep sad-
ness descended on Spain and
the blasts are rated as the worst
act of terror in Europe after a

terrorist bomb downed a Pan
Am Flight 103 over Scotland in
December 1988 killing 270 peo-
ple.

All over Europe, people and
authorities are in a deep quan-
dary. If a link with the Islamic
fundamentalists or Al-Qaeda
movement is established, the is-
sue will acquire a pan-Europe-
an significance.

From Portugal to Poland, au-
thorities are tightening security
at train stations, airports and
above all border posts.
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5ssocna:ed Press

MADRID, March 12. — Businesses
across Spain emptied at noon today as
millions of Spaniards stood in the streets
to observe several minutes of silence in
memory of the 199 people killed in a
string of train bombings the day before.

* Authorities had requested a minute’s si-
lence, but many people in Madrid stood in
the cool, wet weather for about 10 mi-
nutes. Afterward, many clapped — a Spa-
nish way to show respect and say goodbye.

Prime Minister Mr Jose Maria Aznar
pledged again to find those responsible
for the worst terrorist attack in Spanish
history. “We ‘will bring the guilty to jus-
tice,” he said. “No line of investigation is
going to be ruled out.”

Spanish officials initially blamed Bas-
que separatists for yesterday’s stunningly
well coordinated string of 10 explosions
hidden in backpacks on packed commut-
er trains, but they also were studying a
claim of responsibility by a shadowy
group in the name of Al-Qaida. Mr Az-
nar said no suspects have been ruled out.

The death toll rose overnight from 192
to 199, Deputy justice minister Mr Rafael
Alcala said, adding that 84 bodies remain
to be identified. Over 1,400 people were
wounded as panicked commuters tram-
pled on each other, abandoning their
bags and shoes. Train cars were turned in-
to twisted wrecks and platforms were
. strewn with corpses. Cell phones rang un-
answered on the bodies of the dead as
frantic relatives tried to call them.

Mr Aznar told a news conference that
14 foreigners were among the dead, in-
cluding three Peruvians, two Hondurans,
two Poles, and a person each from France,
~ Chile, Cuba, Ecuador, Colombia, Moroc-

co and Guinea-Bissau. He said they and
their family members would be given
Spanish citizenship if they asked for it.

Three days of mourning were declared

and campaigning was called off for Spai-

n’s general election, but foreign minister
Ms Ana Palacio pledged that the vota
would be held on Sunday as planned.

As day broke today, television and ra-
dio described witness accounts of flaming
bodies and other carnage on four morn-

-ing rush hour trains full of workers and
students. Passengers sobbed, lit candles
and left flowers at Madrid’s Atocha sta-
tion, which was the first one hit in the at-

THE STATESMAN

People observe a minute of silence as candles and fiowers are placed at the Atocha railway station in

memory of the victims one day after the blasts in Madrid on Friday. — AFP

tacks, and trains had to roll past wreckage
left on the track. The government has
called nationwide rallies for this evening,
with Mr Aznar and other senior officials
leading one in Madrid. Millions are ex-
pected to attend around the country.
The attack occurred .

exactly two-and-a-half
years after the 9/11 at-

olafm of responslblﬂty.

Qaida. The group took credit for black-
outs in the USA and London last year.
But after police found a stolen van with
seven detonators and the Arabic-language
tape parked in a suburb near where the
stncken trains originated, interior minister
Mr Angel Acebes said:
“I have just given in-
structions to the securi-

tacks in the USA. It al- - dﬁﬂ by the shadowy Brigade of . 1, o not to rule out

so was Europe’s worst ! rl and recelved bY .5y Jine of investiga-
. since the 1988 bombing 1 ndon-based Arablc - tion.” _

of a Pan Am jetliner = PeWS Al-Quds al-Arabl, sald A top Basque politi-

over Lockerbie, Scot- : bﬂmds‘t ‘death squad’ had  cian, Mr Arnold Otegi,

land, that killed 270 - pangtrmd ‘one of the pillars of  denied ETA was be-

people.“March 11 the crusade alilance, Spain’ hind the blasts and

2004, now holds its
_place in the history of
.infamy,” Mr Aznar said yesterday.

The e-mail claim of responsibility, sign-
ed by the shadowy Brigade of Abu Hafs
“al-Masri and received by the London-
based Arabic newspaper Al-Quds al-Ara-
bi, said the brigade’s “death squad” had
penetrated “one of the pillars of the cru-
sade alliance, Spain.”
Spain’s government is studying the
claim but still believes ETA is more likely

responsible, a senior official in Mr Azna-

r’s office said.
The USA believes Al-Masri sometimes
falsely claims to be acting on behalf of Al-

blamed “Arab resist-
ance,”
support for the Iraq War.
India. condemns blasts: India today
expressed outrage at yesterday’s terrorist
bombings in the Spanish capital and said
it was time for tHe world to reject and put
an end to attacks against innocent peo-
ple, SNS adds from New Delhi.

noting Spain’s

Explosives found on train in Greece
Greek police today said they had discov-
ered a small quantity of explosives without
a detonator on a cargo train earlier this
week, but ruled out any link to a planned
terror attack, AFP adds from Athens.

ETA behmd
‘blasts, says UN

UNHQ, March 12. — The UN Security
Council has “strongly” condemned yes-
terday’s terrorist attacks and named the
Basque separatist group ETA as perpe-
trator of the crime. , .

Despite hesitation of some members, it
named the militant outfit as having a hand
in the strikes at the urging of Spain, an act
which some diplomats said was unusual as
the Council does not name terrorist groups
until their identity has been firmly estab-
lished. Council diplomats said that initially,
several members were opposed to identify-
ing ETA as perpetrators of the crime till fi-
nal determination was made but Spain lob-
bied hard to get the name included.

Secretary-general Mr Kofi Annan avoi-
ded naming ETA and simply reiterated his
position that there is no justification for
targeting civilians and that perpetrators
must be held to account for the crimes.

In Australia, Prime Minister John Ho-
ward described the bombings, which also
left 1,400 wounded, as “a dreadful atroci-
ty without any kind of justification.”

Indonesia said  the. blasts showed the
need for jpternational cooperation in
fighting terrorism. China echoed the con-
demnation, in a message from Prime
Minister Mr Wen Jiabao to Spanish
Prime Minister Mr Jose Maria Aznar,

Pakistan’s President Pervez Musharraf
of Pakistan offered his “heartfelt condo-
lences” to the government and the people
of Spain and to the bereaved families.

Philippine President Mrs Gloria Ar-
royo today called for heightened vigi-
lance both here and abroad following the
Madrid blasts, calling it a “dastardly, cow-
ardly attack.”

US homeland security secretary Mr Tom
Ridge said today that the overnight train
bombings in Madrid will only reinforce the
international resolve in fighting terrorism.
“The savagery and inhumanity of these at-
tacks undoubtedly will strengthen the
world’s resolve in the fight against terror-
ism,” Mr Ridge said in a speech to the For-
eign Correspondents’ Club of Thailand
during a visit to this South-east Asian
country. '
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/ GREEK POLLS / SOCIALIST GOVERNMENT DEFEATED

" JConservatives swept to power

ﬂ\\(HBy Batuk Gathani

BRUSSELS, MARCH 8. The conservative New
Democracy Party of Greece, led by Costas
Caramanlis, defeated the Socialists who
have been in power for over two decades, in
the national elections conducted on
Sunday.

Mr. Caramanlis (47), who will become
the youngest ever Prime Minister of Greece,
is the scion of a well-known political family
of the country. Speaking after his party’s
victory, Mr. Caramanlis promised a smaller
government, less bureaucracy and lower
taxes.

He also pledged more funds for educa-
tion, social welfare and health and vowed
to crack down on corruption, initiate wide-
ranging economic and administrative re-
forms and boost the country’s slow eco-
nomic growth. Above all, the Greeks were
promised an end to “the era of arrogant
policies bred by over 25 years of Socialist
hold on power”.

One of the first tasks of Mr. Caramanlis
will be to deal with the March 22 deadline
to bring about a settlement between the
warring Greek and Turkish Cypriot com-
munities and pave the way for a united Cy-
prus’s entry into the European Union on
May 1. The Greek Government is closely
involved in the United Nations-sponsored

The Greek Prime Minister-elect,
Costas Caramanlis

negotiations on the future of Cyprus.

The Socialist Party leader, George Papan-
dreou, conceded defeat on Sunday night, as
the New Democracy Party won a majority
in the 300-seat Parliament. Mr. Papandreou
is described as the “most popular” Greek
politician, who took over the party leader-
ship last March. Since then, the party has
made some progress but has yet to establish
sufficient credibility as its reputatlon has

been tainted by allegations of corruption
and inefficiency.

Mr. Caramanlis, who has never held a .

Cabinet post, faces a formidable task in
coping with administrative challenges.
Greece ranks amongst the poorest E.U.
countries, although its people are dynamic
and entrepreneurial. Apart from the press-
ing economic issues and the Cyprus ques-
tion, the top priority of the new

Government will be the smooth conduct of |

the Olympic Games scheduled to be held in
August. A two-week security exercise for the
Olympics starts on Wednesday, involving

&2 several thousand soldiers and police.

Turkey’s hope on talks

ANKARA, MARCH 8. The Turkish Prime Minis-
ter, Tayyip Erdogan, said today he hoped
Greece's new Government would strength-
en the U.N.-backed peace talks on divided
Cyprus and that he would visit Athens to
seek Greek co-operation for a deal.

“Turkey had positive relations with
Greece before the elections, whether it was
with the ruling party or the Opposition ,”
“We hope these elections will positively
contribute to this (Cyprus peace) process.”’
— Reuters
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5 Scotland to take in
"8,000 mlgrants ayear

_Indo-Asian News Serviee -

EDINBURGH, Feb. 29. — At a time
when British tabloids are raising a
scare about large-scale immigration
from east Europe, Scotland has an-
nounced plans to welcome about 8,000
migrants a year to halt population de-
cline.

Under a radical plan unveiled on
Wednesday, Scotland touts itself as a
new home for people from all over the
world. It would encourage workers
from countries due to join the Europe-
an Union, including Poland, Slovakia,
Slovenia and the Baltic states, to come
to Scotland.

People as far off as the USA, South
Africa, India and China too would be
welcomed. Overseas students in Scot-
land will be encouraged to stay on and
build a career here. As much as
£500,000 a year will be spent on a new
agency to advise foreigners on how to
get visas and work permits.

Scotland’s population is on course
to go below five million by 2009 due to
falling birth rates and emigration.
That would cause a pensions crisis
with just 2.9 million workers support-
ing 1.2 million pensioners by 2027.

The home office, which issues work
permits, has agreed to back Scotland’s
“Fresh Talent” scheme.

First minister Mr Jack McConnell
said: “We need to attract and welcome
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new people. We need fresh talent, and
a more diverse, more cosmopolitan
country is good for Scots.”

To keep Scotland’s worker-pension-
er balance at current levels, it needs
23,000 migrants this year alone, while
the Home Office predicts 13,000 EU
migrants entering Britain as a whole.

Scotland is losing young people rap-
idly — the number of under-16s will
plunge by 18 per cent over the next 20
vears and the pensioner headcount
will soar by 17 per cent.

There are 13,000 fewer pupils in
Scottish schools this year than last
year. At this rate, Scotland will lose
two-thirds of its schools within a life-
time.

In 10 weeks’ time, any of the people
living in the 10 east European states
about to join the EU can enter Britain
or Ireland and work anywhere they
want. The race is now on to persuade
them to consider Scotland.

London has a huge advantage over
Scotland. Most buses and flights from
eastern Europe arrive in the capital,
and the story of migration is faced with
people who take the first job they find
when first arriving in the country, only
to stay there for good.

London is booming, rich in job va-
cancies for those aspiring to the mini-
mum wage and it is an ethnic hub
where new workers are likely to find a
distant relative to stay with for the first
few months.



