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Milosevic,
loyals win

Serb 011§V

'\'\)» Hr

%euters & AFP

Belgrade, December 29 /{;U? V-

A SERBIAN ultra-nationalist pa-
rty led by an indicted war crimes
suspect offered to form a coali-
tion government with moderates
on Monday after it won the par-
liamentary elections. The win-
ners of Sunday’s elections in-
cluded former Yugoslav Presi-
dent Slobodan Milosevic, on tri-
al before the UN war crimes tri-
bunal at The Hague, who will not
sit in the assembly; officials said.

The hardline Serbian Radical
Party (SRS) under Vojislav Seselj,
who is awaiting trial on war
crimes charges at the UN tribu-
nal, offered to join forces with the
Democratic Party of Serbia
(DSS) under former Yugoslav
President Vojislav Kostunica.

“There are obviously many
common points in our two pro-
grammes which could make us
form a government together,”
SRS deputy leader Tomislav Nik-
olic told reporters after National-
ists won the largest share of votes.
“We are suggesting to the DSS to
listen to the will of its voters. It
is obvious that only the SRS and
the DSS can form the govern-
ment,” Nikolic said.

The Radicals will be the big-
gest party in the new Parliament
after winning 27.5 per cent of the
vote on Sunday, according to un-
official results. Their success
sparked concern across Europe
of areturn to nationalism in the
former Yugoslav Republic. To-
gether with the Socialist Party of
Milosevic, they could command
more than a third of the vote.

Both Seselj and Milosevic are
facing war crimes charges for
their roles in the Balkan wars
that tore apart former Yugoslavia
in the 1990s. Neither Milosevic
nor Seselj can take their seats in
Parliament because they are in
UN custody, but diplomats here
said their election had a powerful
symbolic impact.

“This will be seen as negative
because of the symbolic value
that these two people represent,”
a European diplomat posted in
Serbia and Montenegro said.

Kostunica, who helped over-
throw Milosevic in 2000 but then
opposed his extradition to the
UN tribunal, has repeatedly
ruled out joining forces with the
Radicals despite his reputation
as a “soft nationalist”.

He has been consistent in his
opposition to the hardline na-
tionalism embodied by Seselj,
who wants to role back reforms
designed to bring Serbia into the
European Union and Nato.

Outgoing Deputy PM Nebojsa
Covic said the result showed
Serbs wanted to punish the gov-
ernment for failing to raise liv-
‘ing standards faster in a country
that had been battered bygears
of international isolation under
Milosevic. Together with Milose-
vic’s Socialists, the Radicals
would have more than 100 depu-
ties in the 250-seat legislature.
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SERB POLLS / COALITION GOVERNMENT LIKELY

9]0I‘Ity eludes ultra-nationalists

y Batuk Gathani (

BRUSSELS, DEC. 29. The ultra—na-
tionalist Serbian Radical Party
(SRS) — who are opposed to the
Liberal Democrat-initiated re-
forms — allied to the former
Serbian strongman leader, Slo-
bodan Milosevic, has emerged
leading in the crucial parlia-
mentary elections late last
night. However, they have
failed to gain a majority needed
to govern on their own.

The result is a setback for re-
formers as they suffered their
biggest setback since forcing
Mr. Milosevic out of power in
2000.

1t is ironical to note that both
Mr. Milosevic and his ultra-na-
tionalist ally, Vojislav Seselj,
have scored an impressive elec-
toral victory while they are de-
tained and being held for trial at
The Hague, allegedly for war
crimes.

Two other indicted war crime
suspects from other parties
were also running for parlia-
mentary seats. The War Crimes
Tribunal has emerged as an un-
popular institution in Serbia
since it has also demanded ex-
tradition of four more suspects,
for alleged war crimes against
the Muslim population in the
Balkan region under Serbian in-
fluence.

The centre-right nationalist
parties are likely to provide a
robust Opposition, as they are
overtly and passionately dis-
dainful of the U.S. and the E.U.
Hence, there is much uncer-
tainty about the final election
result, but the unofficial poll re-
sults show reformers had won
59 per cent of parliamentary

THE HINDU

Tomislav Nikolic, deputy head of the hardline nationalist Serbian Radical Party and other
officials celebrate ‘victory’ in the general elections in Belgrade on Monday. — Reuters

seats and technically enough to
form a broad ruling coalition
with a reformist agenda.

The winners are poised to oc-
cupy more than 100 of the 250
seats and hence will need to
seek the help of other parties to
form government.

The ruling political class is
mired in crises of legitimacy
with corruption rampant and
big question marks about effi-
cient and transparent govern-
ance.

Kosovo is de facto an interna-
tional protectorate but legally
remains part of Serbia. The
union arrangement is to remain
in place for a minimum of three

years after which the two re-
publics will decide whether to
keep or scrap it.

The Socialist Republic of Yu-
goslavia, consisting of Serbia,
Montenegro, Slovenia, Croatia,
Bosnia-Herzegovina and Mace-
donia, was proclaimed in 1945.
Under Tito, the lid was kept on
ethnic tensions. The federation
lasted for over 10 years after his
death in 1980 but under Mr. Mi-
losevic it fell apart in bloodshed
through the 1990s. In 1998, vio-
lence flared in the autonomous
province of Kosovo in Serbia.

The Kosovo Liberation Army,
supported by the majority eth-
nic Albanians, came out in

30 DEC Zﬂﬂi

open rebellion against Serbian
rule.

Amid escalating violence, in-
ternational pressure grew on .
Mr. Milosevic and NATO
launched air strikes against Yu-
goslavia in March 1999.

The country was thrown into
turmoil just weeks after coming
into existence when the Serbian
Prime Minister, Zoran Djindjic,
who spearheaded reforms, was
assassinated.

Djindjic was the prime mover
in the handing over of Mr. Milo-
sevic to The Hague Tribunal.
The authorities blamed orga-
nised criminal groups with links
to Mr. Milosevic for his killing.
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BUCHAREST, Dec. 13. —
Prime Minister Mr Adrian Nas-
tase conceded defeat in Roma-
nia’s presidential runoffs today,
calling opponent Mr Traian
Basescu - the country’s future
President. “It is the decision of
the Romanian people and I re-
spect it,” Mr Nastase said. “I
congratulate Basescu,” he said
and added: “I have congratula-
ted him personally on the
phone today... Basescu is the
future President of Romania.”
A small political party that in-
itially had supported Mr Nasta-
se’s Social Democractic Party,
quickly issued a statement ex-
pressing its independence. Mr
Basescu, Bucharest’s mayor,
held a decisive lead in Roma-
nia’s presidential runoff with
less than 2 per cent of the bal-
lots remaining to be counted,
according to official partial re-

After victory: Mr Traian Basescu — AFP

sults released today. His victory
dealt a major blow to the suc-
cessors of Romania’s Commu-
nists, who have governed for
most of the period since the
1989 revolution. President Ion
Iliescu, who had supported Mr
Nastase, called Mr Basescu to-
day to congratulate him.

With 98.76 per cent of the
ballots counted, Mr Basescu
had 51.23 per cent of the vote,
while Mr Nastase had 48.77.
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sniper fire and shells on the

Muslim sector of the city that
killed hundreds of people and
wounded thousands. He was
sentenced to 20 years in
prison. By a two-to-one

Tribunal said Gen. Stanislav
Galic (in the picture), ordered
his troops to fire on civilians
while they were shopping,
tending gardens, fetching
water from the river or going

‘Newater’ a
success

SINGAPORE: A factory that turns
sewage into drinking water is
being promoted as
Singapore’s latest tourist
attraction, local media
reported on Friday. The
Government launched an
aggressive campaign last year
to prepare Singaporeans for
waste water that is processed
so that it is again clean
enough to drink, a product
dubbed ‘Newater’. This
February, the country started
replenishing about 1 per cent
of its daily water
consumption with the
reclaimed waste water. Keen
to share its Newater success
with the rest of the world,
Singapore’s Public Utilities
Board has printed glossy
brochures about the Newater
plant, which will be
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decision, the U.N. War Crimes

about their daily lives. It was the first
court for the former Yugoslavia dealing exclusively with the
siege of Sarajevo during the 1992-1995 Bosnian war that
brought the world images of “Sniper Alley” and corpses of
children killed by shells while playing in the snow. — AP

for Bosnian Serb general

THE HAGUE (NETHERLANDS): A Bosnian Serb general was
convicted on Friday of commanding a deliberate two-year
campaign of terror against the civilians of Sarajevo, raining

9
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decision at the U.N.

distributed at hotels, tour
agencies and other tourist
attractions, the Straits Times
daily said. The utility board
was not immediately
available for comment. This
resource-scarce city-state
now buys more than half of
its water from neighbouring
Malaysia under decades-old
treaties, which start expiring
in 2011. The water trade has
sparked occasional spats
between the two nations
over pricing and other issues.
The Government hopes that
Newater will help Singapore
eventually become self-
sufficient when it comes to
water. Visitors to the plant
view video presentations on
how Newater is treated, and
take a free hour-long guided
tour where they learn about
Singapore’s quest for
alternative water supplies,
according to the centre’s
Web site. — AP



Bosnia Serbs
admit killing
oyer 7,000
uslims

fx

BANIJA LUKA, Oct. 14. —
Bosnian Serb authorities
admitted for the first time
today that more than 7,000
Muslims had been slaugh-
tered by Serb forces in the
1995 Srebrenica massacre,
Furope’s worst _atrocity
since World War IL

“] am confirming that
the number (of victims) is
higher than 7,000. I cannot
reveal the exact figures. It
is up to the government to
do it,” an official from a
special investigative com-
mission said.

In June, the Bosnian
Serb government admitted
for the first time that Serb
forces had committed the
massacre and tried to cover
up the crime, but it avoided
giving a definite figure.

The commission includ-
ed the figures of more
than 7,000 victims, in a
report that it presented to
the Bosnian Serb govern-
ment yesterday. “I think
that the commission made
the most objective and the
most correct list of those
killed in Srebrenica,” com-
mission member Mr
Djordje Stojakovic said.

The government issued a
report in 2002 which min-
imised the number of vic-
tims, triggering outrage
amopg survivors and the
intérnational community.
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/Gaspar(wlc is elected
w Slovak president®

Bratlslava Slovakia’s former parliamen-
tary speaker Ivan Gasparovic has been elect-
ed president with nearly 60 percent of the
vote, the central electoral commission said
on Sunday.

With results from all 50 electoral districts,
Gasparovic won a decisive 59.9 percent of the
vote in Wednesday’s runoff election, against
40.1 percent for former prime minister
Vladimiar Meciar.

Meciar, a 61-year-old controversial former
prime minister who negotiated the split of
Czechoslovakia in 1991, had been tipped for a
political comeback after a decisive victory in
a first round of voting two weeks ago.

Gasparovic, 63, had been Meciar’s right-
hand man for years before splitting with him
in the late 1990s.

The success of the two men in the first bal-
lot on April 3 caused a major upset for the
then-favourite foreign minister Eduard
Kukan who was knocked out of the running.

Over the past two weeks, Gasparovic
sought to rally support from various oppo-
nents of Meciar, arguing he was more ac-
ceptable to foreign partners.

During Meciar’s eight years as prime min-

AFP

Ivan Gasparovic flashes the victory sign at
his party headquarters in Bratislava on
Sunday after winning the presidential
elections

ister in the 1990s, the United States and Eu-
ropean nations had warned that under his
dictatorial rule Slovakia would have no place
in the European Union and Nato. are
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THE KOSOVO C

R

ato started bombing Yugos-
Nlavia on 24 March, 1999,

allegedly in reply to ethnic
cleansing campaigns and the
ousting of Albanians from
Kosovo. Today, five years later,
one can say that the result of
NATO actions was diametrically
opposite to the goals proclaimed
at the beginning of the military
operation. The Western powers,
which spoke about their desire
to prevent a humanitarian cata-
strophe in Kosovo, actually pro-
voked it. Large-scale ethnic per-
secution campaigns against
Serbs, Gypsies, Jews, Turks and
all other non-Albanian groups
began in. Kosovo with the dep-
loyment of “blue helmets”. Since
then, about 400,000 have fled
the province.

Nato connivance

The campaign of creating an
“ethnically pure Kosovo”, launc-
hed with Nato connivance by
Albanian extremists who seized
power in the region, has had its
ups and downs, with another
aggravation, apparently planned
in advance, in Kosovo Mitrovice
in the past few days. As a result,
more than 20 Serbs were killed
and hundreds forced to leave the
province, Serb villages and chur-
ches torched, anti-Serb hysteria
is gaining momentum and new
demands for the independence
of Kosovo have been made by
Albanian extremists. These de-
mands run counter to UN Secu-
rity Council Resolution 1244,
which seals the territorial inte-
grity of the former Yugoslavia
(and now Serbia and Montene-
gro), Kosovo as its inalienable
part.

In fact, Kosovo has long esca-
ped the JllI'lSdlCthn of Belgrade
and turned into a mandate terri-
tory of Nato, whose peacekeep-
ers do not control the situation
in the province. Albanian extre-
mists are its true masters. Their
terrorist organisation — the
Kosovp  Liberation  Army
(KLA), against which fought ex-

The author is the director of the
Institute of Slavic Studies, Russian
Academy of Sciences
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Whole Of The Balkans May Be Affected

By VLADIMIR vou&jv

Premdent Slobodan Milosevic,
who is now facing the Hague
tribunal on charges of ethnic
persecution — has not been dis-
solved after the deployment of
Nato forces in the province,
though the bloc had pledged to
disarm the bandits.

But the KLA only changed its

name to the Kosovo Protection
Corps, whose “men and officers”
not only bring death and des-
truction to the province but also
make raids to the southern dis-
tricts of Serbia, where they atta-
ck people and even police sta-
tions. The KLLA bandits also in-
filtrate Macedonia, joining the
local Albanian extremists, fann-
ing their separatism and encou-
raging them to begin an armed
struggle for the “independence”
of Albanians.

Extremist ideas

As a result of the legalisation
of the KLA through the creation
of the Kosovo Protection Corps,
dozens of bandits received posts
in the province’s bodies of aut-
hority and are now applying
their extremist ideas quite
legally. . '

Regrettably, many politicians
in the West are encouraging the
separatist plans of Albanian
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extremists, saying that in this
situation, there is no alternative
to the independence of Kosovo,
as US ex-Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright used to say.
This is an extremely dangerous
stand, as it implies not only the
creation of an independent state
of Kosovo but also the im-

plementation of a more ambiti-
ous plan of creating Greater
Albania, which would incorpo-
rate Albania, Kosovo, and a part
of Montenegro, Macedonia and
Greece. The appearance in
Europe of such a state as a result
of border re-carving, with a
quickly growing population of
six to seven million, would seri-
ously change the situation in the
Balkans and the rest of Europe.
It would thus become extremely
difficult to get rid of the Balkan
splinter.

Kosovo has calmed down a bit
now after several days of Serb
pogroms, and President Ibrahim
Rugova has even announced a
day of mourning for the dead.
But this calm, ensured by the
emergency deployment of addi-
tional KFOR units and harsh
military-police measures, is
deceptive and, worst still, tem-
porary. There will be a new out-
break of violence, which can
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Moscow believes that the sit
ation in Kosovo can be stabilis:
if the sides strictly abide
Resolution 1244 and Belgradc
jurisdiction over Kosovo is r¢
tored in practice. “Regrettab
the Albanian leaders seldo
fulfil the demands of the Sec
rity Council”, Russia’s Foreig
Minister Sergei Lavrov said th
other day in an interview with
Russian television channel.

Ethnic groups

“Besides, some Wester:
spokesmen closed their eyes tc

" this and did not call Albanians to

their senses in time. The recent
tragedy in Mitrovice confirmed
our fears that such connivance
with the Albanians’ intention to
cleanse the province of other
ethnic groups is harmful and
dangerous”. The minister added
that Russia demands compliance
with the basic provisions of the
settlement sealed by the UN
Security Council.

Ethnic groups cannot live at
peace with each other in Koso-
vo, and so we should probably
accept the idea of Serbian prime
minister Vojislav Kostunica on
dividing Kosovo into ethnic
cantons. This scheme is actually
used in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
where Serbs and Muslims have
been living separately after the
hostilities of the early 1990s.

To restore order in Kosovo,
the world should really disarm
the KLLA or whatever it is called
now and call to account the Al-
banian “hawks” such as Hasim
Taci, ex-leader of the KLA who
has become a “respected politi-
cian” and the leader of the so-
called Democratic Party of
Kosovo. He committed many
crimes in the past and is playing
politics in Kosovo now, politics
that is fraught with violence and
might eventually blow up the
Balkans.
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22 killed, 500 injure
in Kosovo riofs
Associated Pressg WVL\S)C‘/\}\ 9\\(\)

Pristina, March 18

GUNBATTLES, RIOTS and street fights be-
tween Serbs and ethnic Albanians have
killed 22 people and injured about 500, UN
officials said on Thursday, as Nato peace-
keepers tried to regroup following the worst
violence since Kosovo'’s 1999 war.

No new trouble was reported early Thurs-
day, but evidence of the previous day’s vio-
lence was still visible. Smoke billowed from
Serb houses set ablaze in Kosovo Polje, a
mixed town some 3 miles west of Pristina,
and burned out cars littered the streets of
the capital. The clashes started on Wednes-
day in the ethnically divided city of Kosovs-
ka Mitrovica amid reports that Serbs set a
dog on a group of Albanian boys, sending
three, the oldest 12, fleeing into an icy river.

After authorities recovered two bodies —
and searched for a third — ethnic Albani-
ans and Serbs gathered near a key bridge
over the Ibar River that divides Kosovska
Mitrovica, long the flashpoint of tensions in
this UN-run province. The two sides traded
insults, threw rocks and charged at each
other before gunfire rang out.

Melees broke out elsewhere in the UN-
run province, including several enclaves
where Serbs have eked out a sheltered exis-
tence since the end of the war. Nato-led
peacekeepers and Romanian police units
moved in, firing tear gas, rubber bullets and
stun grenades to stop ethnic Albanians
from surging across the bridge toward the
Serb side of the city, where another crowd
had gathered.

The breakdown in order illustrated the
failure of UN and Nato efforts to snuff out
ethnic hatred and set the province on the
path of reconciliation.

AP
Youths throw stones at the riot police near the
Albanian embassy in Belgrade on Thursday.
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