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Tokyo, Dec. 15 (Reuters). husband were not her:
North Korea warned Japan The North admitted in 2002

today that it would treat eco-
nomic sanctions as a “declara-
tion of war” and threatened to
try to exclude Tokyo from six-
party talks on Pyongyang’s
nuclear arms programimes.

Calls are growing from the
Japanese public and politicia-
ns for the government to im-
pose sanctions on North Korea
after Tokyo said bones Pyon-
gyang had identified as those
of Japanese it had kidnapped
were from other people.

“If sanctions are applied
against the DPRK (North
Korea) due to the moves of the
ultra-Right forces (in Japan),
we will regard it as a declara-
tion of war against our coun-
try and promptly react to the
action by an effective physical
method,” a spokesperson for
North Korea’s foreign min-
istry said in a statement car-
ried by the official Korean
Central News Agency, moni-
tored in Tokyo.

North Korea handed over
the bones at talks in Py-
ongyang in November, saying
they were the remains of
Megumi Yokota and Kaoru
Matsuki, two of 13 Japanese
who Pyongyang has admitted
abducting in the 1970s and
1980s to teach its spies about
Japan.

Japan, which has no diplo-
matic ties with North Korea,
lodged a protest with Pyong-
yang and demanded clarifica-
tion on the fate of 10 Japanese
who Tokyo believes were kid-
napped.

North Korea has said eight
of the 10 are dead and two oth-
ers unaccounted for.

North Korea’s spokesper-
son said it was “unimagin-
able” that the bones handed
over by Yokota’'s North Korean

to kidnapping the 13 Japanese,
and Japan believes another
two were also abducted.

Five have returned to
Japan.

Pyongyang has said in the
past that any imposition of
sanctions by Japan would be
tantamount to a declaration of
war.

A hefty majority of Japan-
ese citizens favour economic
sanctions on North Korea,
media polls have shown.

However, Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi has taken
a cautious stance, apparently
for fear of jeopardising the
six-party process.

“We must find out where
their real intention lies,”
Koizumi said when asked
about North Korea’s remarks.

A Japanese foreign min-
istry official said today that

the six-party talks among the |

two Koreas, the US, Japan,
China and Russia were unlike-
1y to be held before President
George W. Bush was sworn in
for a second term on January
20 and might be delayed until
March, Japanese media re-
ported.

South Korea, meanwhile,
said that sanctions were not a
good option. “I would like to
repeat that it is desirable to
make real progress through
peaceful dialogue by making
North Korea join the dialogue
table rather than sanctions or
blockade,” South Korean for-
eign minister Ban Ki-moon
told a news conference.

North Korea’s spokesper-
son said Pyongyang might call
for Japan to be excluded from
the talks on its nuclear pro-
grammes, which also involve
the two Koreas, China, Russia
and the US.
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A dejected pro-independence
supporter in Taipei on
Saturday. — AFP

ASSOCIATED PRESS

TAIPEI, Dec. 11. — Taiwan’s
pro-independence parties suf-
fered an upset defeat in legisla-
tive elections today — a resuit
that will likely please China’s
leaders, who are angry about the
island’s drift away from Beijing’s
sacred goal of unification. China
did not immediately comment on
today’s election.

The coalition that includes
President Chen Shui-bian’s party
was widely favoured to increase
its influence over the legislature
and possibly win -an absolute
majority for the first time in the

/ SETBACK TO ANTI-BEIJING COALITION

Talwan Opp
wins polls.-

il

young democracy’s history.

But the three-party Opposition,
known as the “Blue team” won
114 of the total 225 seats, the
Election Commission said. The
President’s coalition, called the
“Green team” finished with 101
seats. Independents got 10.

Although the president’s party
remained the largest in parlia-
ment, the Opposition parties
strengthened their ability to join
forces against the ruling coali-
tion’s initiatives.

“The moment we've waited for
has finally arrived,” said Mr Lien
Chan, leader of the largest
Opposition party, the National-
ists, or Kuomintang. “People
want peace across the Taiwan
Strait and social harmony and
economic development,” he said,
celebrating the Opposition’s first
victory in the last four elections.

The Opposition has opposed Mr
Chen’s plan to spend $18 billion
on US weapons to defend against
a Chinese attack and accused the
President of recklessness that
could lead to war.

Mr Chen’s Democratic Progres-

~ sive Party promised voters it

would rewrite the Constitution
and continue pushing for a new
Taiwanese identity separate
from China’s. Both pledges an-
gered Beijing, which views them
as part of Mr Chen’s policy of
“creeping independence”.
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US Jittery over

Pyongyang « | o

missile plans

Associated Press
Seouli, October 27

THE UNITED States, Japan
and South Korea have
boosted their monitoring of
a missile base in North Ko-
rea as military intelligence
indicates that the commu-
nist nation might be prepar-
ing to test missiles, a South
Korean newspaper reported
on Wednesday.

The base in Jeongju, 60
miles north of Pyongyang,
is home to Scud-type mis-
siles that have a range of
185-310 miles, and Nodong
missiles with an 810-mile
range. Most of Japan’s four
main islands fall within
Nodong’s range.

Beginning two or three
days ago, “North Koreans be-
gan making moves at the
Jeongju base, such as movi-
ng mobile missile launch sta-
tions,” the daily Chosun Ilbo
said, citing a senior South
Korean government official.

“We are monitoring the
movements to see whether
this was part of their train-
ing or they actually intend
to launch a missile.” South
Korea’s defence ministry
“neither confirms nor de-
nies” the report, said a min-
istry spokesman, who spoke
on condition of anonymity.

The reported activities
came as North Korea deno-
unced this week’s multina-
tion naval exercise in Jap-
anese waters, calling them a
US-led “ultimate war action”
against the isolated country.

Besides the US and Ja-
pan, seven other countries
are participating in the
naval exercise. The drill is
part of an anti-proliferation

H\Fr 2

. kY

ke

security initiative, known
as PSI, in which allied
forces can intercept ships or
aircraft believed carrying
missiles or equipment for
unconventional weapons.

The exercise was initiat-
ed last year primarily to de-
ter North Korea’s trade in
missile and nuclear tech-
nology and components.

US Secretary of State Col-
in Powell — who visited
Japan, China and South Ko-
rea this week — has said
Washington has no inten-
tion of invading North Ko-
rea and wants to settle a dis-
pute over its nuclear wea-
pons programme peacefully.

Last month, Japan said
that intelligence indicated
North Korea was beefing up /
troops and equipment aro<-
und missile launch bases.
Its media later reported that
the activity had subsided.

Suspicions over North
Korean missile activities
came as high-level, six-na-
tion talks on ending the
North’s nuclear weapons
development stalled.

A round of negotiations
with the US, South Korea,
Japan, China and Russia
were planned for late Septe-
mber but were never held
because North Korea refu-
sed to attend. Powell urged
North Korea to return to
the nuclear talks. But the
North blamed Washington’s
“hostile” policy against it
for the delay, and said this
week that it would “double”
its deterrent force.

North Korea had rattled
Japan in 1998 when it fired a
test missile over its neigh-
bour’s main island that
landed in the Pacific.
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AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
SEOUL, OCTOBER 11

NORTH Korea today
warned that any move by the
UN to impose sanctions on the

. communist state to make up
! for stalled diplomacy would

spark a “mercilesswar”.

Thewarning came after US
officials last month hinted, at
bringing North Korea to the
'UN Security Council for possi-
ble sanctions if it continued to
cold-shoulder tatks.

“Sanctions mean awar and
war does not know any mercy,”
Pyongyang’s official Korean
Central News Agency said.

“If the US applies more
sanctions to the DPRK
(North Korea) by putting the
UNin motion, the DPRK will
promptly and resolutely react
to it with seif-defensive war
deterrent force.” The agency
said the US would “be wholly
responsible for all ensuing fa-

tal consequences” if war
breaks out.

North Korea failed to show
up at a fourth round of six-
party talks scheduled to open
inSeptember in Bejjing, saying
it was staying away because of
the “hostile” US policy to-
wards Pyongyang and reports
of secret nuclear experiments
inSouth Korea.

Meanwhile, a Japanese
newspaper, citing government
sources, reported on Monday
that activity around North Ko-
rea’s missile launch sites is tail-
ing off. The Yomiuri Shimbun

0

arns UN
\

" said the Defence Ministry had
called back a ship equipped
with Aegis radar tracking
equipment that was sent when
satellite monitoring picked up
increased activity around mis-
sile and other military basesin -
North Korea last month,

North Korea, believed to
have missiles capable of strik-
ing almost anywhere in Asia
and parts of the US. Itis also
believed to have several nu-
clearwarheads.

Japan has decided to move
forward to the development
stage on a next-generation
missile defence system it has
been working on with the
United States, Kyodo news
agency said on Monday.

The decision, which Ky-
odo said was made under
pressure from Washington, is
bound to face domestic oppo-
sition because it will involve a
review of Japan’s ban on
Weapons exports. —PTI

INDIAN EXPRESS
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"N Korea says
it has built, -
N- deterrﬁnts

I Envoy tells UN meet that it has
turned plutonium rods into nukes

ASSOCIATED PRESS
UN, SEPTEMBER 28 - N

L7

ORTH Korea

says it has turned

the plutonium

from 8,000 spent
nuclear fuel rodsinto nuclear
weapons to serve as a deter-
rent against increasing US
nuclear threats and to pre-
vent a nuclear war in north-
east Asia.

Warning that the danger
of war on the Korean penin-
sula “is snowballing,” Vice
Foreign Minister Choe Su
Hon told UN General As-

sembly’s annual ministerial -

meeting that Pyongyang had
“no other option but to pos-
sess a nuclear deterrent” be-
cause of US policies that he
claimed were designed to
“eliminate” North Korea.

“Our deterrent is, in all its

intents and purposes, the self-
* defensive means to cope with
the ever increasing US nu-
clear threats and further, pre-
vent a nuclear war in north-
east Asia,” he told a news
conference after his speech.

In Washington, a state de-
partment official noted that
Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell has said repeatedly that
the US has no plans to attack
the Communist country.

But in his General As-
sembly speech and at the
press conference, Choe ac-
cused the US of intensifying
threats to attack and de-
stroying the basis for negoti-
ations over Pyongyang’s nu-
clear program.

Nonetheless, he said,

Missile test
talk rumour,

says envoy

I UNITED NATIONS:
Reports that North Korea
is making preparations for
a ballistic missile test is
“only rumors and guesses,”
Choe Su Hon, vice foreign
minister said on Monday.

He was asked about
statements by US, Japan-
ese and South Korean offi-
cials that intelligence had
shown missile test prepara-
tions. “It is only rumors and
guesses,” Choe said.

Choe also charged that
South Korea could not have
carried out recently re-
vealed nuclear experiments
in 1982 and 2000 without
US assistance, and said this
cooperation must be fully
clarified. The experiments
are now under review by
the IAEA. —Reuters

ﬁ

North Korea is still ready to
dismantle its nuclear pro-
gram if Washington aban-
dons its “hostile policy.”

At the moment, however,
he said: “The ever intensify-
ing US hostile policy and the,
clandestine nuclear-related
experiments  recently re-
vealed in South Korea are
constitutjng big stumbling
blocks” for North Korea to
participate in the continua-
tion of six-nation talks on its
nuclear program.
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N Korea threatens to turn
Japan  intosea Of fire’

NORTH KOREA threatened
on Thursday to turn Japan
into a “nuclear sea of fire” if
it comes under attack from
the United States.

“If the United States ig-
nites a nuclear war, the US
military bases in Japan
would serve as a detonating
fuse to turn Japan into a nu-
clear sea of fire,” the Nor-
th’s ruling party newspaper
Rodong Sinmun said in a
Korean-language article
monitored by South Korea’s
Yonhap news agency.

It was one of the most
searing North °~ Korean
threats directed against
Japan, Yonhap said. The
Stalinist North has accused
Tokyo of supporting what it
sees as a US campaign to
isolate it.

In an English-language
article published by Py-
ongyang's official KCNA
news agency, Rodong ac-
cused the United States of

converting Japan into
“strategic vantage points”
for a pre-emptive attack on
North Korea.

“It plans to use Japan as
an advance base in hurling
into the Korean peninsula a
task force from its mainland
and other areas in case of
emergency,” the paper said.

Japan and the US, along
with the two Koreas, China
and Russia have held three
rounds of talks on curbing
the North’s nuclear wea-
pons drive in return for
diplomatic concessions and
possible economic aid.

A fourth round was
scheduled for this month
but Pyongyang has refused
to return to the negotiating
table, citing Washington's
hostile policy and South Ko-
rea’s nuclear experiments.

The North hardened its
position after the South dis-
closed its own experiments,.

AFP, Seoul

North Korea’s
Rodong Missile

The United States and Japan
have detected signs that North
Koreais preparmg to test-fire a
Rodong hall mlssne

Height: 16 metres
Weight: 16 tonnes
Ranges: 1,350km-1,200kg
warhead), 1,500km-
1,000kg warhead

ource: Center for Nonproliferation Studies.

REUTERS

24 SEP 2004
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SEOUL, SEPT. 12. A large explo-
sion occurred in the northern
part of North Korea, sending a
huge column of smoke into the
air on an important anniversary
of the communist regime, a
South Korean news agency re-
ported on Sunday. .

The South Korean Govern-
ment said it was trying to con-
firm the report of an explosion
at 11 a.m. (local time) on Thurs-
day in Yanggang province near
the border with China.

The Yonhap news agency car-
ried reports from unidentified
sources, with one in Washing-
ton saying the incident could be
related to a natural disaster
such as a forest fire. It also cited
a diplomatic source in Seoul as

raising the possibility of an acci-
dent or a nuclear test.

Yonhap later quoted Kim
Jong-min, spokesman for South
Korea’s presidential office, as
saying: ‘“‘Currently, we are try-
ing to find out in detail the exact
character, cause and size of the
accident, but we don’t think
North Korea conducted a nucle-
ar test.”

‘Nuclear test unlikely’

Although North Korea is be-
lieved to be developing nuclear
weapons, international experts
would likely have been able to
detect the test if one had oc-
curred. “We understand that a
mushroom-shaped cloud about
3.5- to 4-km in diameter was

THE HINDU

. North Korea blast -/
shrouded in mystery

monitored during the explo-
sion,” the source in Seoul said.

The agency also quoted an
unidentified Government offi-
cial as saying there was seismic
activity related to two blasts in
North Korea.

Thursday was the anniver-
sary of North Korea’s founding
on September 9, 1948. Leader
Kim Jong-1Il uses the occasion to
stage performances and other
events to bolster loyalty among
the population. Experts have
speculated that North Korea
might use a major anniversary
to conduct a nuclear-related
test, but one analyst said an
open test, as opposed to one be-
low ground, would be difficult
in such a small country. — AP

13 SEP 2004



~No halt on nuke

road for N Korea
qy-‘(s»r.\‘ ;
W\ ASSOCIATED PRESS N \9\

SEOUL, Sept. 11. — North Korea said today that South Kore- I
a’s secret nuclear experiments involving uranium and plutoni- |
um make the Communist state more determined to pursue its
cwn nuclear programmes, a hews report said.

A spokesman for North Korea's foreign ministry condemned
the South Korean nuclear experiments, conducted in 1982 and
2000, as “clearly of military nature”, according to Pyongyang’s
official news agency KCNA, monitored by South Korea’s na-
tional news agency Yonhap.

The recent revelations of those experiments wijll affect the
prospects for six-nation talks aimed at persuading North Ko-
rea to abandon its nuclear weapons programmes, the un-
named North Korean spokesman was quoted as saying.

“We strongly suspect that the USA may have masterminded
the experiments that were clearly of a military nature,” he
was quoted as saying. “We cannot but link these developments
with the issue of holding six-party talks.”

South Korea said on Thursday that it extracted a tiny
amount of plutonium, a key element for making atomic bombs,
in a nuclear experiment in 1982, That revelation followed an
acknowledgment last week that it enriched a small amount of
uraniuin — another element that could be used to make a
bomb — in 2000.

The controversy over South Korea's experiments has threat-
ened to further disrupt troubled efforts to persuade North Ko-
rea to dismantle its suspected nuclear weapons programmes.

“Under these circumstances, it is only natural that we should
never give up our nuclear programme,” the North Korean
spokesman said. y
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|~"China to resolve
o5 Taiwan issue i\
peacefully Hu

BEIJING, dJuly 31. — China will exert its
utmost efforts with its utmost sincerity to
resolve the Taiwan issue by peaceful means,
but will never tolerate “the independence of
Taiwan,” Chinese President Mr Hu Jintao
stressed in Beijing yesterday.

Mr Hu made the remark when he held a
telephonic conversation with US President
Mr George W Bush.

Mr Hu reaffirmed China’s opposition to US
sales of sophisticated weapons to Taiwan,
saying that the current situation across the
Taiwan Strait is very sensitive and compli-
cated and that the two sides should act res-
olutely against “the independence of
Taiwan” and any adventurous attempts by
separatist organizations.

Mr Bush made a positive appraisal on the
recent development of China-US relations.
He expressed his understanding of China’s
concern over the Taiwan issue through thé
phone conversation and reiterated that the
USA would implement the one-China policy,
and observe the Three Communiques and po-

sition of not sypporting “the independence of
Taiv;{lé?ae%p S stance on the issue will nev-

er ch , he promised.— China Daily/ANN

THE STATESH AN i



% /
 More North Koreans ‘defect’”

By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, JULY 28. In what is
being described as an unprece-

tions” to South Korea, a batch of
241 North Koreans arrived at an
international airport near Seoul
today.

The reported ‘defection’ of
this latest batch, by a charted
flight, follows the arrival of over

dented episode of “mass defec-

v VA

200 North Koreans (227, accord- \to the southern part of the pen-

ing to one estimate) at a military
airport near Seoul on Tuesday.
Both batches reached Seoul
from an unspecified Asian
country, where they had first
gone from North Korea, by
charted flights that were ar-
ranged by the South Korean au-
thorities,

So far, over 5,000 North Ko-
reans are said to have ‘defected’

THE HINDU

sula since the end of the Ko-
rean War in 1953.

Following the arrival of the
first batch on Tuesday, the
South Korean Unification Min-
ister, Chung Dong-young, was
quoted as saying that Seoul
would now “need to review and
upgrade the overall policy” of
allowing North Korean ‘defec-
tors’ to settle in the south.

"9 M ana,



»Korea-U.S. mistnyét

remams despite

\;5\8 By John Aglionby @h

JAKARTA, JULY 4. North Korea de-
clared on Friday that it did not
trust America, after the two
sides’ Foreign Ministers held
their highest-level talks since
Washington described Pyon-
gyang as being part of an “‘axis
of evil.”

Colin Powell, U.S. Secretary
of State, admitted after meeting
his counterpart, Paek Nam-sun,
in Jakarta that great mistrust ex-
isted between their countries.

Both countries sought to put
a positive spin on the discus-
sions, held on the sidelines of a
regional security conference.
But aides said the two men did
little more than restate their po-
sitions, and were no closer to a
solution over American de-
mands for Pyongyang to dis-
mantle its nuclear weapons
programme.

“There is no trust between
the Democratic People’s Re-
public of Korea and the United
States,” Mr. Paek was quoted as
saying in an official statement.

“(However) if the United
States is of the position to im-
prove bilateral relations, the
DPRK will not regard the U.S. as
2 permanent enemy.”

Mr. Powell was equally for-
thright. “These are difficult ne-
gotiations. It just doesn’t
happen overnight,” he said af-
terwards 11 a meéeung with n:
donesian students.

“There is a great deal of mis-
trust between the United States
and North Korea.”

His spokesman, Richard
Boucher, said Mr. Powell told
his counterpart there was an
opportunity for “‘concrete pro-
gress” in the continuing efforts
to rid the Korean peninsula of
nuclear weapons. But Washing-
ton wanted ‘“‘words not deeds”
on disarmament before it start-
ed giving concessions to the re-
clusive state where millions of
people live in hunger and
poverty.

tglks

Q Mr. Paek said h¥ Govern-

ment would budge only if it saw
“simultaneous actions” from
Washington.

When officials from the two

|
|
|
|
|

sides met last month in Beijing, '
along with representatives from !

China, Japan, Russia and South
Korea, they put forward con-
trasting proposals to move the
stalled six-party peace talks
forwards.

The U.S. said that Pyongyang
would receive aid and security

guarantees if it agreed to a step- ;

by-step dismantling both of the

plutonium weapons that it ad- |

mits to, and the uranium bomb
programme that its neighbours
are convinced it is developing.

Assistance would come first
from South Korea and Japan
and then, once North Korea has
shown long-term commitment
to the deal, from the U.S.

In contrast, North Korea has
offered to freeze rather than dis-
mantle its weapons pro-
grammes if it  receives
guarantees of vital energy sup-
plies to make up for serious
shortfalls.

Washington’s offer, which is
being seen as a conciliatory
step, is thought to have been !
partly prompted by criticism at
home from the Democratic
presidentiai contender, John
Kerry, over the lack of progress
in the negotiations.

Mr. Paek was high on symbol-
ism, but short on substance, ac-
cording to Byungki Kim, an
associate professor of interna-
tional relations at the Korea
University in Seoul.

“This meeting was an impor-
tant symbolic sign that both
parties will continue to talk,” he

said. “But in terms of sub-
stance, it won’'t have much
impact.”

Mr. Kim believes that there
will be little progress before the
U.S. presidential election in No-

|

i

“Nir. Powéll's meeting with !

vember. — ©Guardian News- |
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HONG KONG, JULY 1 L
R

HUNDREDS of thousands of
people inwhite shirts poured onto
the streets of Hong Kong on
Thursday to vent their frustration
at Chinese rule and challenge Bei-
jing’s refusal to allow them to elect
their own leaders.

Waving green and black ban-
ners and carrying umbrellas to
shield them from the sun, retirees
joined mothers carrying children
to chant “Retum power to the
people, fight for democracy” as
they streamed from a city park to
government offices in the heart of
the city kilometres away.

The demonstration on the sev-
enth anniversary of the former
British colony’s return to China
gave Beijing a taste of what it fears
most, a mass show of public dis-

Thousands take out march in Hon

\Q} AN
sent. But pro-democracy activists

were quick to stress that what
Hong Kong people wanted was
more freedom under Chinese
rule, notindependence.

“We are here today to fight for
democracy,” said veteran cam-
paigner Martin Lee. “Not a single
person here wants indepen-
dence.” The main organiser, the
Civil Human Rights Front, said
530,000 people had joined the
march, well over the 300,000 they -
had expected. Observers said
there were fewer people than last
year’s half million.

The large turnout could in-
crease China’s fears about losing
control of Hong Kong in elections
in September. One strong theme
was the depth of dissatisfaction
with the man chosen by China to

g Kong

run Hong Kong, former shipping Demonstrators crowd a main street at a Hong Kong shopping

tycoon Tung Chee-Hwa.—Reuters ~ district on Thursday. Reuters

VIDYA MANDIR SOCIETY
NOTICE

Alt the Members are here by informed

that the 27th A.G. Meeting of the

Society is going to be held on 31st

July, 2004 at Vidya Mandir Public

School, Sector-15A, Faridabad.

Nata - 107 2004

All the Members are here by informed
that the 36th A.G. Meeting of the
Society is going to be held on 31st
July, 2004 at Vidya Niketan Sr. Sec.
School, 2M, NIT, Faridabad.

By Order of the Exec. Commisttee By Order of the Exec. Committee
: d/- Sd/-
i|Place: Faridabad N.K. LOHIA

Place: Faridabad N. K LOHIA
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NOTICE
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/ Korea capers

qﬂ\ Does Bush senously want a deal?

ashington has taken its time to come up with a subs-

tantive offer to resolve thg. North Korean crisis, after
two rounds of talks are over and the third round is begin-
ning. Till date Washington was utterly uncompromising, its
stand summed up by the acronym CVID — or the complete,
verifiable and irreversible dismantling of Pyongyang’s
nuclear weapons programme before any concessions can be
contemplated. Since President Bush has put North Korea
on his “axis of evil” list along with Irag, before attacking it,
analysts compare the CVID option with asking Pyongyang
to put its gun down, so that it can be safely shot. Such an un-
compromising attitude caused dissension among Wash-
ington’s Asian allies, moving to negotiate separately with
Pyongyang. Washington’s failure to get the talks going
means, in effect, that Pyongyang gains time to develop its
arsenal. Meanwhile John Kerry has sounded the alarm back
home, all of which creates pressure on Bush to come up with
something meaningful. After all, North Korea is impov-
erished and Al Qaeda is cash-rich, this means North Korea
has something Al Qaeda is probably looking for.

Hence the current proposal, which offers aid and oil ship-
ments to Pyongyang if it dismantles its nuclear weapons pro-
gramme and allows arms inspectors to verify that it has done
so. It also offers, and this is the catch, a “provisional” gua-
rantee that Washington will not attempt regime change in
North Korea. What Pyongyang is holding out for is a pledge
by the US President that North Korea will not be attacked
after it gives up its nuclear weapons. Washington’s proposal
doesn’t look serious — it’s like telling Pyongyang to put its
gun down, after which we may or may not shoot you, de-
pending on whether we think you’re behaving. A “pro-
visional” guarantee can be countermanded at any ‘ime, and
Washington has not exactly behaved scrupulously in the past
— for instance in cooking intelligence to justify the invasion
of Iraq. Pyongyang is currently giving both sorts of signals,
suggesting that it will give up its weapons programme if its
security and some economic needs are met, but that it will
develop the programme further if spurned. Bush’s offer, on
the other hand, appears intended to convince his allies and
a skeptical electorate at home that he’s trying, rather thanto

s?ly engage Pyongyang

Lyt Nk 'j (\P\ ’Q
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Group to define

ear
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SINGAPORE, JUNE 26. An agree-
ment was reached at the six-
party talks in Beijing today, to
‘authorise’ a diplomatic exer-
cise to “define the scope” of the

! “first steps for de-nuclearisa-

tion” of the Korean peninsula.
Shorn of the complexity of for-
mulation, the accord authorises
the defining of a possible
‘freeze’ by North Korea of its nu-
clear-weapons programme.

The Chinese Vice-Foreign
Minister, Wang Yi, who hosted
the talks, said in a summing-up
statement that the six parties
“authorised the (relevant) work-
ing group to convene at the ear-
liest possible date to define the
scope, duration and verification
as well as corresponding mea-
sures for first steps for de-nucle-
arisation.”

The working group was fur-
ther ‘authorised’ to make “rec-
ommendations as (considered)
appropriate.”” The working
group is to convene before the
next round of the six-party par-
leys which would be, “in princi-
ple,” held “by the end of
September 2004.”

An overall limited accord on
these lines was reached at the
end of the third round in Beijing
today. The working group was
formed after the previous round
several months ago.

Besides China, the other par-
ticipants, in both the six-party

| 430 {

of N. Korean

freeze

forum and the relevant working
group, are the United States, the
Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea (DPRK or North Korea),
Japan, South Korea and Russia.

By publicly talking of ‘verifi-
cation’ measures and also ‘du-
ration’, Mr. Wang Yi clearly
hinted at the possibility of a
‘freeze’ by the DPRK of its atom-
ic arms programme as one of
the “first steps” towards de-nu-
clearisation of the entire Korean
peninsula, inclusive of the
northern part.

An inference of this order was
made possible too by the state-
ment of a spokesman of the
DPRK embassy in Beijing. The
spokesman, Hyun Hak-bong,
said: “What we are proposing is
to not only freeze these (nucle-
ar) facilities but also dismantle
them if (appropriate) conditions
are formed” or brought about.

While these ‘conditions’
would be assessed from a North
Korean perspective, Mr. Hyun
said that any nuclear freeze
would mean “no more produc-
tion, transfer and testing of nu-
clear weapons”.

Shortly before the comple-
tion of the latest round of talks,
the U.S. characterised the
“overall atmosphere” as ‘con-
structive’. It was also clarified
that the U.S. did not reckon that
North Korea had indeed issued
a ‘threat’ or ultimatum about
wanting to test a nuclear weap-
on.



‘N Korea threatens to test nukes

Pyongyang demands hefty energy aid from US in exchange tor freeze

Associated Press
Beijing, June 25

NORTH KOREA has threat-
ened to test a nuclear
weapon unless Washington
accepts Pyongyang’s condi-
tions for a freeze of its nu-
clear weapons programme,
a senior US official said.

North Korea said it wants
hefty energy aid in ex-
change for the freeze, call-
ing on the US to make a “re-
sponsible, bold decision.”
The demands came at six-
nation talks on Friday.

Two previous rounds of
disarmament talks have
made little progress, and the
North Korean threat of a nu-
clear test suggested the latest
round may be unsuccessful,
said a senior US official in
Washington. The other par-
ticipants are South Korea,
China, Japan and Russia.

On Friday, the start of a
group meeting was delayed
while Chinese and North Ko-
rean envoys met privately,
said a South Korean official
who asked not to be identi-
fied further. China cancelled
a planned closing ceremony
on Saturday, the Chinese For-
eign Ministry said without
explanation. Two earlier
rounds of six-nation talks in
the Chinese capital have end-
ed with closing ceremonies.

The US has been insisting
on complete disarmament by
the communist state and sub-
mitted a proposal to this
week’s conference in Beijing
outlining a step-by-step plan
and the benefits North Korea
could receive if it complies.

TLIC LIRIIC T AN R LTI

AFP

PEACE PARLEY: The six-nation negotiations on North Korea's nuclear drive in progress in Beijing on Friday.

On Friday, the North re-
newed a demand for the US
to drop its “hostile policy,”
though it made no public re-
sponse to the American pro-
posal. “It is high time the US
made a responsible, bold de-
cision,” said the North Ko-
rean official newspaper
‘Minju Joson’, quoted by the
North’s main news agency.

North Korea’s own pro-

posal reportedly calls for en-
ergy aid in exchange for
freezing its main nuclear fa-
cility at Yongbyon. It was
unclear whether that in-
cluded a commitment to dis-
mantle the program.

“The most concrete ... and
specific proposal on the table
is that made by the United
States yesterday with the
support of other govern-

2 6 ”!” Ve o

ments who were there,” State
Department spokesman Ri-
chard Boucher said in Wash-
ington. “We look to the North
Koreans to study that pro-
posal seriously.”

The North Korean envoy,
Vice-Foreign Minister Kim
Gye Gwan, spoke with US
Assistant Secretary of State
James A. Kelly on Thursday.
There was no indication of

when North Korea might
carry out its reported threat
to test. The US thinks N Ko-
rea has at least one or two
nuclear weapons, with the
potential for several more.
Near the end of their discus-
sion, Kelly told Kim that
there was little trust of
North Korea in Washington
and that Kim’s statements
wouldn’t improve matters.

No success in
N-talks: US

AMID A North Korean
threat to test anuclear bomb,
the US today said “no break-
through” was achieved at the
ongoing six-party talks on
ways to peacefully dismantle
Pyongyang's nuclear weapo-
ns programme.

“The US side expects fur-
ther talks although ‘no
breakthrough’ has been
achieved in this round”, an
unnamed senior official of
the US delegation for the
third round of six-party
talks on the nuclear issue
was quoted as saying by Xin-
hua news agency.

Chinese Vice-Foreign
Minister Wang Yi, also head
of the Chinese delegation,
however, said the chance for
peace appeared during the
parleys. Chinese Foreign
Ministry sources said heads
of the delegations to the
talks held consultations to-
day on key issues, particu-
larly on how to launch the
nuclear weapons freezing
process, so as to make the
first step to realise the goal
of denuclearisation.

Earlier, US officials said
the North Korean threat re-
sembled those from Py-
ongyang in the past. China,
the host of the six-way talks,
however, underplayed the
reports.

PTI, Beijing
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Little hope as talks
begin on N Korea

DA
N\

NEGOTIATORS FROM six coun-
tries opened talks on the North
Korean nuclear crisis on Wednes-
day but few expected progress in
bridging the chasm between Was-

Reuters
Beijing, June 23

hington and Pyongyang despite a .

report of US plans to offer incen-
tives. The four days of talks began
at the exclusive Diaoyutai state
guesthouse in Beijing, where two
previous rounds on the crisis that
has simmered since October 2002
have ended inconclusively.

The New York Times said in its
Wednesday edition that US nego-
tiators would offer the North new,
but “highly conditional”, incen-
tives to give up its nuclear weap-
ons, including a provisional guar-
anteee not to invade. The incen-
tives, if offered, would be the first
significant, detailed overture to
North Korea since President Ge-

REUTERS
North Korea’s chief delegate Kim
Kye-Gwan at the six-party
talks in Beijing on Wednesday.

\ /Z/b\ orge W. Bush took office more -

than three years ago.

Under the proposal, aid would
also begin flowing to North Korea
once its leader, Kim Jong-il, made
a commitment to dismantle his
plutonium and uranium weapons
programmes, the newspaper said.
“China, Russia, Japan and South
Korea would immediately begin
sending thousands of tons of he-
avy fuel oil every month, and
Washington would offer a ‘provi-
sional’ guarantee not to invade
the country or seek to topple
Kim’s government”, it said.

It was unclear how such a pro-
posal would be greeted by the un-
predictable North, which un-
leashed a characteristic barrage
of anti-US rhetoric ahead of the
talks. “No positive results can be
expected from the third round of
the six-party talks if the US again
raises its old brigandish demand
at the talks”, North Korea’s
Rodong Sinmun newspaper said.

Negotiators spent Wednesday
morning in bilateral meetings
ahead of the main talks at which a
freeze on the North’s nuclear pro-
grammes and inspections leading
to their dismantling would be up
for discussion. After two rounds of
senior-level and working-group
talks — at which progress has
been measured in modest diplo-
matic increments like whether to
meet again — the main protago-
nists, the US and North Korea, re-
main poles apart. The US is stick-
ing by its demand that North Ko-
rea dismantle fully its weapons
programmes, while the North says
it wants aid in return for a freeze.
Host China, North Korea's closest
ally and supplier of two-thirds of
its energy and food aid, was cau-
tiously optimistic, though other
participants expect little progress.
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“Koreas halt

C\'

propaganda
broadcasts

SEOUL, June 15. — South
amd ‘North Korea stopped
theiy loudspeaker propa-
ganda broadcasts along the
world’s last Cold War fron-
tier today, marking the
ahgiversary of a Jandmark
stimit between the two
sides four years ago. The
development comes on the
same day Beijing said it will
host the next round of six-
party talks on the North
Korean nuclear issue
between 23 and 26 June.

“Worth and South Korea
k}aw waged a war of nerves
using propaganda broad-
casts since the 1950-53
Korean War, but the ear-
sphitting broadcasts came to
a halt shortly after mid-
night, South Korean mili-
tary officers said. South
Korea also turned off elec-
tronic signs after displaying
@ last flash message which
réad: “Peace, reconciliation
and cooperation.”

Dozens of high-perfor-
mance loudspeaker batter-
ies have been set up along
the 248-kilometre border
ck)tted with slogans, elec-
tronic  displays, posters
and religious and ideologi-

cal propaganda. “Now, we
announce the historic fact
that our voice of freedom
broadcasts are being
brought to closure,” South
Korea said in its last
broadcast, according to
the defence ministry.

Meanwhile, South Ko-
rean President Mr Roh
Moo-Hyun offered to
extend “comprehensive
and concrete” economic
aid to North Korea if the
country scraps its nuclear
programme.

In Beijing, a foreign min-
istry spokesman appealed
to all sides (involved in the
North Korean nuclear
tatks) to show “utmost sin-
cerity” and “flexibility”.He ~
said the third round of six- |
party talks in Beijing from |
23 t0 26 June would be pre- |
ceded by a two-day work- |
ing-level session from 21 to |
22 June which will set the i
agenda and prepare docu- |
ments for talks. But the |
proposed talks received an
immediate setback as Py-
ongyang rejected a US de-
mand for the complete,
verifiable and irreversible
dismantling of its weapons
programme and demanded
US concessions in return
for a partial nuclear freeze.
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By Ian Traynor W /\6 >

VIENNA, MAY 24. North Korea supplied uranium for Libyd's
secret nuclear bomb programme, U.N. investigators have e§-
tablished, raising alarm about the heightened risk of so-called
rogue states or terrorist groups buying nuclear materials.

Western diplomats in Vienna close to the International
Atomic Energy Agency confirmed yestercay that the IAEA
investigation into the Pakistan-led black market in nuclear
materials and technology had found that 1.7 tonnes of slightly
enriched uranium hexafluoride uncovered in Libya when
Colonel Muammar Qadhafi voluntarily scrapped his nuclear
project last December was sent from North Korea. It was
initially suspected that the material had been obtained via
private traders.

“There was a direct North Korea-Libya connection through
the Khan network,” said a diplomat ciose to the agency, re-

™ o5,
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ferring to Abdul Qade/};r&han, the Pakistani scientist who led
the secret nuclear trading network. “This is the first time that
there is evidence that North Korea has sold nuclear materials
to another country.”

The discovery, reported yesterday by the New York Times
and confirmed by diplomats in Vienna, was made recently,
the source added. It indicates that North Korea is the first
state known to be involved in the illicit nuclear trade.

Officials at the agency declined to comment publicly on the
North Korea case, although they did not deny that the Libyan
uranium was of North Korean provenance.

The discovery by IAEA investigators does not reflect well on
British or U.S. intelligence, who spent nine months last year
negotiating secretly with the Libyans to get Col. Qadhafi to
scrap his weapons of mass destruction programmes. The bar-
gain was sealed with a dramatic announcement. — ©Guar-
dian Newspapers Limited 2004




“Chen vows to improve Ch

TAIPEI, May 20. —
Taiwanese President Mr

- Chen Shui-bian promised
in his inaugural speech
today that he would work
to improve ties with rival
China, but he said that
Taiwan must bolster its
defences against the main-
land’s threats.

Mr Chen said: “We love

peace but we are also con-
cerned about national
security. ‘Facing the other
- side’s military build-up, we
have to reinforce our
national defences.”

Mr Chen was narrowly
re-elected on 20 March
after campaigning on a
China-bashing platform
and claiming that only he
could best protect Taiwan
from Beijing’s plans to
swallow up the tiny island.

The fiery rhetoric strain-
ed already tense relations
with China, which claims
that self-ruled Taiwan is
part of Chinese territory.

Mr Chen tried to use the
speech to smooth over
relations with China. He
also wanted to reassure
the island’s most impor-

President Chen addresses a gathering at his inauguration ceremony
in Taipei on Thursday. — AFP

tant friend, America, that
he wasn’t a reckless leader
anxious to trigger a devas-
tating war,

A steady drizzle fell as
Mr Chen spoke outside
the Presidential Office to
an audience of about
200,000. Most wore dis-
posable yellow plastic rain
ponchos to protect against
the downpour that soaked
the President’s shoulders.

He urged Chinese lead-
ers to use new thinking to
solve the long-standing
disputes between the two
sides. He also said he

would honour commit-
ments made in his inau-
gural speech four years
ago when he pledged not
to seek independence if
China didn’t attack. But
he also repeated his
pledge to rewrite Taiwan’s
Constitution before finish-
ing his four-year term. He
also said that the final doc-
ument should be approved
by a referendum.

He has infuriated Beijing
by proposing to rewrite the
Constitution. Chinese lea-
ders fear he would use the
new document to formalise

THE STATESMAN 2 1 iy

na ties

iwan’s independence.

As the inauguration cere-
mony was beginning, hun-
dreds of Opposition sup-

' porters gathered for a
- protest at a park in the east-

ern part of the capital,
Taipei. Some of them scuf-

- fled with police near the-

presidential office as they
released huge black bal-
loons with “No truth, no’
President” written on them. " -

Beijing keeps growlfng

China today wamned Presi-
dent Chen against pursuing
independence, saying that
the island should not “gam-
ble on the mainland’s toler-
ance” as he began his sec-
ond term.

Beijing had no immedi-
ate comment after Mr
Chen delivered his poten-
tially provocative inaugural
address saying that he
wanted to improve ties with
the mainland but would
also strengthen defences
against Chinese threats.

State media affirmed
China’s warning that it
would use force if necessary
to stop the leader from
making Taiwan’s de facto
independence permanent.
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“China rules

SINGAPORE, APRIL 26. Snuffing
out the idea of universal suf-
frage for Hong Kong in the near-
term future, China today af-
firmed its “consistent stance ....
to develop democracy” in that
territory in accordance with the
“principle of gradual and order-
ly progress”.

Ruling out the ‘election’ of
Hong Kong’s Chief Executive in
2007 and the ‘election’ of the
Legislative Council in 2008 on
the basis of universal suffrage,
the Standing Committee of Chi-
na’s National People’s Congress
(NPC or Parliament) decided in
Beijing today that the “specific

vote in Hong Kong

T f’iz\
methods” in Yespect of these
two aspects cduld still be “ap-

out popyl

r

7

propriately modified”. There
was no immediate hint about
the kind of ‘modification’ that
might be acceptable to Beijing.

The NPC panel, however, laid
down that any ‘modifications’
would be conditional not only
on the principle of “gradual and
orderly progress” but also on
the main decision against uni-
versal suffrage and “general
election” in 2007 and 2008.

The present system of choos-
ing half of Hong Kong's Legisla-
tive Council from functional
groups and the other half from
electoral constituencies “shall
remain unchanged”.

21 APR 2004
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~"Dynamite, not
collision, behind
NorthKorea i
frain hlastd,j‘)\\

. P
~Agencies W 4
Beijing, April 23

TWO WAGON loads of dy-
namite being shunted into a
siding hit live electrical
wires, sparking the massive
-explosion in North Korea,
the UN said on Friday.
. “There was no collision,”
Masood Hyder, the UN’s hu-
‘manitarian coordinator in
- North Korea, said from Py-
‘ongyang. “It was an explo-
“sion caused by two wagons
tall of explosives, which I be-
-lieve was dynamite, being
shunted and coming into
. contact with live wires.”
- Later, the North Korean
foreign ministry issued a
-statement saying: “The ex-
.plosion at the station in the
¢ity of Ryongchon occurred
~on Thursday due to ignition
of gunpowder meant to be
used for the construction of
an irrigation canal.”
" Hyder said the blast
-caused “much damage. So
far, 50 bodies have been re-
~covered and over 1,000 peo-
ple are injured.”
" -The International Federa-
tion of Red Cross and Red
_Crescent Society, too, scaled
down the death toll from
Thursday’s reported figure
of 3,000, saying at least 54
people were killed and 1,249
injured in the train blast in
‘Ryongchon city. But the Red
Cross said that the figure
could be far higher, because
more than 8,000 houses were
destroyed, possibly burying
people under the rubble. )
.. “More than 1,800 houses
or rooms have been de-
"stroyed, and more than 6,000
damaged,” said Niels Juel, a
Red Cross official in Beijing.
He said it was “not unlike-
‘Iy” ‘that people might be
trapped under the rubble.
North Korean authorities
have given UN relief agen-
cies permission to travel to
the site of the explosion.
“The authorities have ac-
cepted the offer of UN help
and agreed to an evaluation
mission by UN agencies,”
said Christiane Berthiaume,
spokeswoman for the World
Food Programine.
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/ﬁ Kim in Beijing to
v shdiscuss N-i |ssues

Bel_]mg Reclusive North Kore-
an leader Kim
Jong-I1 held
talks with Pres-
ident Hu Jintao
on Monday.
They were cen-
tred on nuclear
issues, reports
said. United States had cited in-
telligence that Pyongyang had
atomic bombs.

Kim arrived with a 30-to-40-
strong entourage on the unan-
nounced four-day visit to Bei-
jing by train amid tight securi-
ty, according to South Korea’s
Yonhap news agency.

He disembarked before the
train arrived at Beijing station
for security reasons.

The agency said that the
talks took place over lunch at
Zhongnanhai, the residence of

China’s top leaders, and fo-
cused on the nuclear standoff,
China’s economic assistance to
the North and the Stalinist
state’s economic reform.

Hu briefed Kim on Washing-
ton’s position on the nuclear is-
sue following his meeting last
week in China with US vice
president Dick Cheney, and lis-
tened to Kim’s ideas on how to
end the dispute, unnamed
sources were cited as saying.

China declined to confirm
the visit, saying it had “no offi-
cial information”.

North Korean embassy staff
also refused to confirm Kim
was in Beijing. There was no
special security in place out-
side the embassy, with the usu-
al two guards at the entrance,
who also denied any knowledge

of Kim’s visit. arp /
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/l{rotest me/lr

Assoclated Press

HONG KONG, April 11. — About
20,000 angry citizens marched today to
Beijing’s representative office in Hong
Kong, demanding the right to choose
their government democratically and
calling on Hong Kong'’s unpopular leader
to quit.

People from many walks of life turned
out to protest against a ruling by China’s
most powerful legislative committee that
Beijing must give advance approval to
any changes in the way Hong Kong's
leader and legislature are selected. After
a brief stand-off with police, the demon-
strators were allowed to file past the rear
entrance of the Chinese government’s li-
aison office, dropping off boxes of letters
that urged Beijing to reverse its ruling
and allow universal suffrage. A small
group later staged a sit-in.

The silhouettes of more than a dozen
people inside the Chinese office could be
scen looking out, but no one was available
for comment. “We don’t want to over-

THE STATESMAN \1
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ch mﬁong Kong

Protesters in Hong Kong on Sunday. — AFP

throw the Central government,” said a 48-
year-old warchouse manager who joined
the march., “We're just asking for rights

we deserve.” Rally organiser Jackie Hung
said more than 20,000 people had turned
out to oppose to the ruling issued on Tues-
day by the Standing Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress in China. Police
estimated the crowd at about 10,000.
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“iv. Korea threat
to beef up
N-deterrent
force ¢

Assoaiate_d Press "\ ¥
Seoul, April 1 q/\ L

NORTH KOREA on Tl:ﬂrs-
day threatened to strengthen
its “nuclear deterrent force”
to cope with alleged aerial es-
pionage by the US and its
plans to deploy a destroyer in
waters off the Korean Penin-
sula later this year.

The North’s official KCNA
news agency, citing un-
named military sources, ac-
cused the US of conducting
over 220 spy flights against
the communist state in
March. “Such aerial espi-
onage frantically committed
by the US imperialists with
the whole area of South Ko-
rea as an operation theatre
clearly proves how urgent
our strengthening of self-de-
fensive nuclear deterrent
force is”, the official news
agency said.

The allegation came a
day after a North Korean
foreign ministry spokes-
man condemned a US plan
to deploy a destroyer in
Japanese waters off the Ko-
rean Peninsula in Septem-

ber as part of a ballistic -
missile defense systM

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES » 2 APR 204



“Taiwan Opp
«'V demands
fresh polls

Associated Press x\b}

Qpposition leader Mr Lien

TAIPEI, March 31. —
Taiwan’s Opposition de-
manded a fresh presiden-
tial election today. An offi-
cial, however, said the
island might have to wait
until at least Friday before
the High Court decided
when it would hold a
recount of the disputed 20
March election.

A Nationalist Party spo-
kesman said it would file a
petition with the court
within two days demanding
the election be nullified
and that a new one be held
— a tactic that analysts sug-
gested would likely fail,

Intelligence chief quits
Taiwan’s top intelligence
official resigned today
over the pre-poll shooting
of Mr Chen, the presiden-
tial office said, adds AFP.
“Mr Tsai Chao-ming, head
of the National Security
Bureau, has shouldered
political responsibility for
the security of President
Chen and Vice-President
Annette Lu... His resigna-
tion has been accepted,” a
statement said.
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e N o
¥ TAIWAN’S CONTESTED MANDATE o,

THE CONTROVERSY SURROUNDING the elec-
tion in Taiwan, including the shooting incident
that appears to have given President Chen Shui-
ian the vital edge over his opponent by intro-
ducing the sympathy factor into the vote, has
taken some of the sheen off a politician who
loses no opportunity to project himself as pro-
democracy. A recount of votes in the contested
election, as demanded by the Opposition in
court, is expected to confirm a second term for
President Chen. He won the narrowest of elec-
tion victories — by a mere 0.2 per cent or 30,000
votes — triggering widespread protests in the
jsland. The Opposition, led by the Kuomintang,
has challenged the result in court but by publicly
agreeing to a recount Mr. Chen may have paved
the way for an early resolution of the political
grisis. Still, several question marks will continue
to hang over this election, particularly the Oppo-
sition allegation that Mr. Chen staged the shoot-
ing incident in a desperate attempt to turn the
glection in his favour.

°, While it will take a long time for the dust raised
by this election to settle, the slender margin of
Mr. Chen'’s victory should give him pause to re-
gonsider his adventurist plans for taking the is-
land further away from political reunification
with China and towards independence. Presi-
dent Chen wants to write a new Constitution for
Taiwan and implement it by 2008. This will
mean placing Taiwan on a dangerous course in
its relations with People’s China, which views
the island as a dissident province and its govern-
ment as a rebellious local government. But Mr.

. \
Chen would do well'td femember that while
per cent of the Taiwanese people voted for him
last week’s election, 49.9 per cent voted for his
opponent. Such a narrow victory does not trans-
late into a meaningful mandate of any kind.
Rather, it is a reflection of how divided the Tai-
wanese really are over the status and future of
Taiwan. The defeat of a referendum proposal for
raising Taiwan’s defence preparedness against
the mainland that Mr. Chen placed before voters
simultaneously with the presidential election is
only more evidence that the Taiwanese do not
want their government to adopt a posture of con-
frontation with the People’s Republic.

However, should President Chen persist in his
adventurism with China, he will find himself in-
creasingly isolated in the international commu-
nity. Even though the United States has
congratulated Mr. Chen on his re-election, thus
contradicting its declared One China policy, the
Bush administration has made it clear it does not |
want to be drawn into a confrontation — military
or diplomatic — with the People’s Republic,
which has emerged as one of America’s closest |
economic partners in the last few years. China
believes Taiwan belongs to all Chinese, and that
its future cannot be decided by those living on |
the island alone. Taiwan’s claim to being an in-
dependent entity is recognised only by a handful
of countries. It is time Taiwan recognised inter-
national realities and concentrated on develop-
ing historic contacts and people-to-people and
economic links with mainland China ifistead of
pursuing a foolhardy fantasy. /tﬁ
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Taiwan Opp protest

Reuters
Taipei, March 27

IN TAIWAN'S biggest-ever
protest, 500,000 supporters of
defeated presidential chal-
lenger Lien Chan massed in
Taipei on Saturday to dispute
his loss as China vowed not to
tolerate turmoil on the island.

A sea of yellow raincoats fill-
ed the square and streets around
the office of President Chen
Shui-bian as demonstrators de-
fied rain to demand a recount
for last Saturday’s poll, which
Chen won by just 30,000 votes
out of more than 13 miilion cast.

Dressed in black in a demon-
stration of mourning and
standing in front of a huge sign
reading “Democracy is Dead,”
Lien told the crowd he had
counted more than 1,000 irreg-
ularities in the island’s third
ever direct presidential vote.

“Today so many people gath-
er here to demand a fair elec-
tion. This is the most basic val-
ue of democracy,” said Lien,
leader of the Nationalist Party
who also lost to Chen in 2000.

“Our common demands are
very simple: immediate re-
count. [ want to ask Chen Shui-
bian: what are you afraid of?
Stand up!”

“Say no to Bulletgate scan-
dal,” read one placard held up
by the crowd. “Say no to the
dirty election,” read another
raised near a huge plaster
replica of the Statue of Liberty.

Lien urged the crowd to go

\( Y ’?
home, but warned Chen that
his supporters would refurn in
force to launch a new protest in
early April if their demands
over the disputed election were
not met.

He said he would persist un-
til the president’s May 20 inau-
guration. The crowd then be-
gan to disperse.

Beijing said on Friday that it
would not sit idly by if the
protests spiraled out of control.
China is anxious to prevent pro-
independence activists who
back Chen'’s policy of greater
sovereignty from using the tur-
moil to promote their cause.

China’s communist leader-
ship issued its most strongly
worded statement since the
election, but stopped short of
threatening action. Beijing reg-
ularly threatens to use force to
recover an island it claims as a
renegade province.

swells, Chma fumes
ot

AFP

A crying Statue of Liberty
erected by Taiwanese protesters.
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~Chen agrees to swi
TAIPEIL March 23. — Taiwan’s Preeld

for a change to the law that would allow a
swift recount of the island’s disputed
presidential election,

A ruling party legislator said the Presi-
dent will seek to amend an election law
this afternoon and “start a recount as soon
as possible”. President Chen announced
the move at a meeting with senior govern-
ment officials and the proposed changes
will bypass the lengthy legal process.

Mr Yeh Yi-jin from the Democratic
Progressive Party said: "We hope to pass
the revisions this afternoon after discus-
sions with Opposition lawmakers and
start a recount as soon as possible.”

The amendment would allow a candi-

THE STATESMAN

Mr Chen Shui-bian has agreed to puqi

vote rggount

date to demand a ?ccount within seven
days of a presidential election if there was
a difference in the vote share of less than
one per cent. Mr Chen polled 50.11 per
cent of the vote compared with 49.89 per
cent for KMT chairman Mr Lien Chan —
allowing him to sneak home by fewer
than 30,000 votes. Mr Lien had warned of

a “very serious problem” if the courts did

not order a recount,
Chen denies vote-rigging: Mr Chen said
today that allegations over vote-rigging in
the close-run election were false, calling
it an insult to his reputation.

Meanwhile China today’ sought to
downgrade the just-concluded presiden-
tial polls in Taiwan terming it as a “reglo-
nal” election, — ANN & PTI

24 MAR 2004
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/Taipei, March 20 (Reuters): Tai-
wan President Chen Shui-bian
won re-election today, a day
after he was hit by gunfire from
a would-be assassin, in the clos-
est such election in the island’s
history and in a result almost
certain to anger China.

Quivering with rage, Na-
tionalist Party opponent Lien
Chan swiftly challenged the
razor-thin result, demanding
the election be declared invalid
and saying he would ask for a
recount.

The political drama of
Chen’s victory was under-
scored by his victory by just
29,158 votes out of 12.9 million
votes cast and by the failure of
his referendum on boosting de-
fences against China that had
been his brainchild and the
heart of his campaign.

“The election is over,” Chen
said, trying to draw a line

Taiwan’s
Chen wins

thin
oll race.
P oG
b ksr
under the potentially destabil-
ising quarrel over the result.

“Even those of us with dif-
ferent beliefs and ideals should
use love and forgiveness to cre-
ate a new Taiwan,” he said.

Ten thousand supporters
gathered outside Chen’s Taipei
campaign headquarters,
screaming with delight, waving
the green banners of his Demo-
cratic Progressive Party (DPP)

and setting off a storm of fire-
crackers into the Taipei night
sky.

Analysts said this narrow-
est of wins could be due to an
11th-hour sympathy vote after
the unidentified gunman fired
twice at Chen. Most analysts
had expected Chen to lose based
on underground gambling and
secret opinion polls by newspa-
pers.

Lien chose not to concede
defeat and instead challenged
Chen’s re-election by calling
the vote unfair and saying
many question marks still
hung over Friday’s bizarre
shooting in which a bullet
gashed the President’s ab-
domen. “We want to raise a mo-
tion to declare the election in-
valid,” Lien, head of the Na-
tionalist Party or Knomintang,
told cheering supporters.

“We ask the central election
commission to seize and seal all
ballot boxes,” he said, demand-
ing a recount. At the heart of
the controversy was the high
number of invalid ballots. In-
valid votes totalled 337,297, al-
most triple the 122,278 invalid
votes in 2000 and up from
117,160 in the 1996 presidential
election.

China factor

China was paying close atten-
tion to developments in Taiwan
after Chen Shui-bian was re-
elected by a thin margin, a
source close to Taiwan policy
making said today. After Tai-
wan's first referendum failed,
the source quoted a Chinese
government statement as say-
ing the result showed the vote
was unpopular and added that
efforts to split China were
doomed to failure.

R

Taiwan President
Chen Shui-bian (right) with
Vice-President Annette Lu ata
victory rally in Taipei. (AFP)




JANE MACARTNEY
TAIPEI, MARCH 19 Qy

TAIWAN President
Chen Shui-bian survived an
assassination attempt on Fri-
daywhile campaigningon the
eve of a presidential election,
escaping with a bullet wound
tothe stomach.

Vice President Annette
Lu was also wounded in the

Tainan but was not badly
hurt, officials said. The pair
were rushed to hospital, but
a hospital official said later
that they had left to fly back
to the capital.

Officials said Saturday’s
election would go ahead as
planned. Chen and Lu had
been travelling in an open-top
jeep through Tainan streets,
waving to crowds, when un-
known assailants shot at them
at 1.45 pm. Police said they
believed two standard hand-
guns had been used and at
least two shots fired. Theyhad
yet to make any arrests.

Chen, who was not wear-
ing a bullet-proof vest, was
rushed to hospital in Thinan,
his home town, where he re-
ceived 14 stitchesinan 11-cm
long, three-cm deep wound.
Television reports said the 54
year-old president was able to
walk in for treatment.

Lu, 59, was hit in the right
legand had tobe assisted. But
her condition was not serious,
officials said. It was unclear if

such political violence isvirtu-
allyunknownwould affect the
election outcome. Analysts
said most voters had already
made their choice based on
policy andwere unlikely tobe
! swayed by emotion now.
Chen’s chief of staff,
Chiou I-Jen, told a news con-
ference that the presidenthad

I ————

attack in the southern city of -

the attack in a country where’

Taiwan Prez, Vice-Prez
shot whlle car“ﬁpalgmng

A video grab shows blood (circled) coming from the
wound on Talwan President Chen Shul-Bian's stomach
after he was shot In Talnan on Friday. Reuters

called for calm. Both the DPP
and the Opposition National-
ists called off campaigning af-
ter the shooting.

Officials had voiced wor-
ries that hardcore supporters
of Chen, leader of the pro-in-
dependence Democratic Pro-
gressive Party (DPP), might
cause violence at final evening
election rallies. “For the sake
of social stability, we have sus-
pended allcampaign activi-
tles, said DPP campmgrx

INDIAN EXPRESS 20 pyp,

- President.

manager Su Chen-Chang.
Chen had been due to ad-
dress an evening rally in
Taipei. Opposition candidate
Lien Chan, who was believed
to have a slight edge in the
contest, also called off his
campaign. “Because of this
special situation we have de-
cided tosuspend all our cam-
paign activities this evening,”
Lien told a Taipei news con-
ference. QOutside the DPP
headquarters  supporters
waved green party flags and
shouted Chen’s popular nick-
name: “A-Bian, A-Bian, go,
20, go.” The Investigation Bu-
reau said police were hunting
two attackers.

“The shooters probably
were in the crowd because
the wound to the president
was on an upward trajec-
tory,” an official said. “The
gunshot occurred just as
firecrackers were  ex-
ploded,so we don’t even
know how many shots were
actually fired,” the bureau
official told Reuters. Wang
Hsin-nan, a lawmaker from
Chen’s partywho was travel-
ling in the motorcade, told
TVBS television that a bul-
let hit the Vice-President in
the knee first, and then the
—Reuters
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' Snipers injure

Taiwan Prez

Agencies

VKM W
.
Taipei, March 19 T

TAIWAN PRESIDENT Chen
Shui-bian survived an assassi-
nation attempt on Friday wh-
ile campaigning on the eve of
a presidential election, escap-
ing with a bullet wound to the
stomach.

Vice-President Annette Lu
was also wounded in the attack
in the southern city of Tainan
but was not badly hurt, offi-
cials said. The pair were ru-
shed to hospital, but a hospital
official said later that they had
left to fly back to the capital.

Officials said Saturday’s
election would go ahead as
planned. Opposition presiden-
tial candidate Lien Chan paid
a brief visit to Chen at his of-
ficial Taipei residence on Fri-
day evening. “He is resting,”
Lien told reporters after-
wards. “We wished the Presi-
dent a speedy recovery and
gave him a box of ginseng.”

Chen and Lu had been trav-
eling through Tainan streets
in a red open-top jeep, waving
to crowds, when unknown as-
sailants shot at them at 1:45
pm local time.

Police said they believed

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

(\ﬂ“\“} |
two standard! handguns had
been used and at least two
shots fired. City police later of-
fered a T$3 million (US
$90,000) reward for informa-
tion leading to the capture of
the two assailants.

More than six hours after
the shooting, China's official
Xinhua news agency carried a
terse factual report but the
Chinese authorities had no of-
ficial reaction. Beijing regards
Taiwan as a renegade prov-
ince to be recovered, by force if
necessary. Chen was rushed to
hospital in Tainan, his home
town, where he received 14
stitches in an 11-cm (five-inch)
long, three-cm (one-inch) deep
wound. Television reports
said the 54-year-old president
was able to walk into the hos-
pital for treatment.

Lu, 59, was hit in the right
leg and had to be assisted into
the building but her condition
was not serious.

“She (Lu) first felt a pain on
her right knee and thought it
could have been caused by a
firecracker. Later, the presi-
dent also felt that his stomach
was wet.” said Chiou, the sec-
retary general of the presi-
dential office.

?0 ”40 700‘
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S Korean President
impeached -

(e
4 \ﬁg\"?

The Korea Herald/ANN

SEOUL, March 12, — Mr
Roh Moo-Hyun today be-
came the first President in
South Korean history to be
impeached after the Speak-
er ordered his loyalists for-
cibly removed from the leg-
islature.

About 30 minutes after
parliamentary police drag-
ged away Uri Party mem-
bers, lawmakers voted 193-2
to remove Mr Roh from of-
fice. The beleaguered Presi-
dent left Chong Wa Dae be-
fore the vote for an engage-
ment at the Korea Naval
Academy in Jinhae in South
Gyeongsang province.

The constitution calls for
Prime Minister Mr Goh
Kun to take over while a
court decides whether to
uphold the impeachment.
The constitutional court has
up to 180 days to rule. Mr
Roh (57), was immediately
suspended from office.

The nation watched on
live TV as chaos reigned in
the Assembly with police
pulling away Uri Party law-
makers, some kicking and
screaming, from the Speake-
r’s chair. The Speaker then
took his seat. Uri lawmakers
later resigned en masse.

“We will carry out a vote
on the impeachment mo-
tion,” Speaker Mr Park
Kwan-Yong said.

THE STATESMAN

Mr oh oo-Hyun
Military, police
on alert

SEQUL, March 12.— South
Korean troops and pofice
strengthened their vigilance
today after President Roh
Moo-Hyun was impeached
and suspended from office,
officials said, “The Korean
Joint Chiefs of Staff ordered
aach branch of the armed
forces to strengthen its sur-
veillance and security pos-
fure;” ministry spokesman
Brigadier General Nam Dae-
Yeon told reporters. The
Seoul police said some
4,000 riot froops were en-
gaged in a standoff with
demonstrators outside parlia-

. ment after the vote. — AFP

Some Uri members cried,
others yelled “coup” and
most sang the national an-

'3 Man

il’»‘ir’\

South Korea's Opposition party lawmakers and security guards
remove pro-Roh Uri Party lawmédkers who block the Speaker's chair
before voting could start in Seoul on Friday. — AFP

them as the vote began.
The outcome of the vote
had been in doubt since the
impeachment motion was
introduced on Tuesday but
the Grand National Party
was able, with threats of ex-
pulsion from the party, to
convince enough of its dissi-

4

dent lawmakers to change
their minds and vote to oust
the president.

“I hereby declare that the
motion to impeach Presi-
dent Roh Moo-Hyun has
been approved,” Mr Park
announced after the segret
ballots were tallied

/



NOT UP: IT HAPPENS IN SEOUL, TOO

A ruling party lawmaker hurls a ballot box after the impeachment of South Korean President
Roh Moo-hyun at the National Assembly in Seoul. In an uproar a few years ago,
legislators had hurled microphones at each other in the Uttar Pradesh Assembly. (AP)

mpeachment sparks
South Korea crisis

Seoul, March 12 (Reuters):
South Korea’s parliament im-
peached President Roh Moo-
hyun today, suspending him
from office amid chaotic scenes
and thrusting the country into
unprecedented economic and po-
litical uncertainty.

Some 12,000 Roh supporters,
many holding candles and
chanting slogans, . protested
peacefully near the National As-
sembly parliament building and
the headquarters of the main op-
position Grand National Party.
Riot police stood at the ready.

All Roh’s powers are in limbo
until the Constitutional Court
rules on the vote, which the Op-
Position called after he broke an
elaction law. That process could
tace up to six months, during
which time Prime Minister Goh
R will run the country,

“The world is watching us
with anxiety and concern,” Goh
told ministers in a nod to the un-
seemly brawling in parliament
as well as the geo-political rami-
fications of impeachment for a
country that borders North Kor-
ea and has Asia’s fourth-largest
economy.

“We should do our best to
change those anxieties and con-
cerns into belief and trust in our
country,” he said as he presided
over his first cabinet meeting as
acting President. US and South
Korean military officials will
meet tomorrow to discuss secu-
rity — there are 37,000 US troops
in South Korea.

South Korean financial mar-
kets reacted sharply to the histo-
ric vote, which took place as me-
mbers of parliament brawled
and wept. Burly plainclothes

guards had had to prise grimac-
ing deputies’ hands off the
speaker’s microphone.Investors
sought the safe haven of bonds,
shares closed at a five-week low
and the won shed 1 per cent
against the dollar. Finance min-
ister Lee Hun-jai sent 1,000 let-
ters to international agencies,
global banks and fund managers
to reassure them the economy
would remain stable.

The economy is just emerg-
ing from a downturn and the na-
tion faces an April 15 parliamen-
tary election. Seoul is also cru-
cial in six-way talks on North
Korea’s nuclear ambitions.

“This is the day our nation’s
democracy died,” said the pro-
Roh Uri Party that had sought to
block the vote with a sit-in. Its
members of parliament said th-
ey would all resign.
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“South Korean President
. faces impeachment

Korea Herald/ ANN & AP

SEOUL, March 9. —
South Korea’s two main
Opposition parties submit-
ted the country’s first ever
presidential impeachment
motion today, targeting
embattled leader Mr Roh
Moo-hyun after he was
found to have violated
election laws with com-
ments aimed at influenc-
ing parliamentary polls.

The proposal was sub-
mitted to the National
Assembly with the support
of both the Millennium
Democratic Party and the
main Opposition Grand
National Party, an MDP
spokesman, Mr Kim
Young-chang, said.

It marked the first time
since the country’s foun-
dation in 1948 that South
Korean lawmakers have
tried to unseat a president
through  impeachment,
National Assembly official
Mr Oh Se-it said. The

THE STATESMAN

otion needs a simple
majority of the 273-mem-
ber Assembly to make it to
debate and a two-thirds
majority to pass.

It was submitted with
the support of 159 law-
makers, more than half,
Mr Kim said. “We believe
we won’t have big difficul-
ties in passing it.”

Earlier in the day, the
GNP had decided to sup-
port the MDP’s move to
impeach President Mr Roh.
Immediately after the deci-
sion, the two Opposition
parties started to discuss
details on the impeachment
Bill before referring it to
the National Assembly.

But the GNP was expe-
riencing difficulties as
some young party lawmak-
ers were refusing to throw
their support for the intro-
duction of the Bill to the
plenary session.

The motion was being
pushed by Mr Roh’s former
Millennium Democratic
Party but the GNP young

lawmakers had been hesi-
tant to jump on board for
fear such a move would not
go well with voters in 15
April general elections.
Opinion polls suggest more
than half the public oppose
impeachment.

The Korean Bar Asso-
ciation called for the
Opposition parties to halt
the ongoing talks over the
impeachment so as “not to
cause a presidential vacan-
cy”. It said in a statement:
“Mr Roh’s remarks do not
constitute grounds for
impeachment.”

But the association also
urged the President to
show respect for the elec-
tion watchdog’s decision
to resolve the current
political standoff.

“Mr Roh’s resolution not
to surrender to what he
claims as the ‘Opposition’s
unfair political and tactical
oppression’ only solidified
our resolution to bring him
down,” MDP chairman Mr
Chough Soon-hyung said.

10 MAR 7nna

The impeachment motion was
submitted against Mr Roh after
he was accused of having
violated election laws.

The National Election
Commission ruled last
week that Mr Roh contra-
vened a law requiring pub-
lic officials to remain neu-
tral in polls after he had
said he would do everything
within the law to help the
Uri Party win the election.
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S Koreato reward North
plan

<

for scr

Guardian & Agencies
Beijing, February 25

SOUTH KOREA on Wed-
nesday offered the North
compensation for giving up
its nuclear programme and
the US said it had “no in-
tention” of invading the
reclusive nation as six-
country talks on Py-
ongyang’s atomic ambi-
tions convened.

Despite an outwardly am-
iable atmosphere, the ten-
sions of the moment — and
the 16-month standoff be-
tween the US and the North
that led up to it — were clear.
The North’s chief delegate,
Kim Kye Gwan, said he
would be “maintaining our
principles” hours after the
last-minute demand for com-
pensation for shutting down
the programme was made.

Washington’s delegate
said nothing but a whole-
sale elimination of the nu-
clear activities would do.
“The US seeks complete,
verifiable and irreversible

dismantlement of all North

Korea’s nuclear programs,
both plutonium and urani-
m,” Assistant US Secre-
tary of State James Kelly
said in opening remarks.
At issue are allegations

Wi S g

apping nuke

that Pyongyang has a urani-
um-based weapons pro-
gramme as well as its kn-
own plutonium-based one.
Kim Jong II's government
has denied having a urani-
um-based programme.

The dispute erupted in
October 2002 when the US
said North Korea had ac-
knowledged the existence
of a nuclear programme
that violated a 1994 agree-
ment that bound the
impoverished country to
renounce nuclear develop-
ment in exchange for oil
and other aid.

Talks on the dispute con-
vened after months of ef-
forts to get all six countries
— North and South Korea,
the USA, Japan, China and
Russia — on board.

After the first session,
South Korea said it had
proposed “countermea-
sures” if the North froze its
nuclear programme and
showed signs of disman-
tling it. Seoul’s head dele-
gate, Lee Soo-hyuck, said
he presented the proposal
in the first hour.’

“If it is such a freeze, we
can push for countermea-
sures,” Lee told reporters,
using a term that is be-
lieved to refer to compensa-

THE HIDUSTAN TIMF<

tion for the North's giving
up its nuclear ambitions.

He didn’t elaborate, and
it was unclear whether the
US had directly endorsed
the proposal. Last week,
South Korean officials said
Seoul was ready to resume
energy aid to its commu-
nist neighbour after the
dispute is resolved and the
North dismantles its nu-
clear programmes.

Lee said he had told
North Korea that its freeze
must cover all nuclear pro-
grams and be followed “in
a short period of time” by
steps toward a complete
and verifiable dismantling
of nuclear capabilities.

“A nuclear freeze should
be an inseparable part of nu-
clear dismantlement. A nu-
clear freeze itself is not the
goal ... dismantlement must
be the goal,” Lee said. He ca-
lled on the North to address
the uranium allegations.

The New York Times re-
ported that the North will
be offered oil aid in return
for a pledge to freeze and
eventually dismantle its
program.The North also
wants a non-aggression
treaty with the US, but Kel-
ly said it had nothing to
worry about.

26 FEB kil
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N Korea denies buying
nuke secrets from Kh

The New York Times & Reuters
Pyongyang/Islamabad, Feb. 10

NORTH KOREA has denied buying
nuclear secrets from Pakistan, ac-
cusing the US of “inventing” the
claim tojustify a future invasion. Dr
Abdul Qadeer Khan had last week
admitted he illegally sold secrets to
North Korea, Libya and Iran.

In North Korea’s first official
statement on Tuesday, a foreign
ministry spokesman said the US
had fabricated Khan's story to de-
rail the impending six-nation
peninsular peace talks and lay the
basis for an Irag-style invasion.

“This is nothing but a mean and
groundless propaganda,” the spok-
esman told KCNA newsagency.
“The US smear campaign will only
provide with an opportunity to re-
alise once again what a just meas-
ure it was to build a nuclear deter-
rent force. The US is now hyping
the story about the transfer of nu-
clear technology in a bid to make

THE TELEGRAFH

Snan

North Kor& S enrlched uranlum
programme sound plausible.”

There was a twist to the nuke sto-
ry on Tuesday when Musharraf
blamed the US for delaying to send
evidence of Khan's activities. He
said he had suspected for the past
three years that Khan was selling
atomic knowledge to other states,
but US officials did not provide him
evidence till last October. Mushar-
raf told the New York Times in an
interview that his hands were tied
without strong evidence because
the scientist was a national hero.

The US has also asked Pakistan to
“pull up by its roots” the secret net-
work of nuclear sales run by Khan.
Colin Powell told reporters in Wash-
ington that Pakistan has done quite
a bit now to roll up the network. but
“it has to be pulled up by its roots
and examined to make sure that we
have left nothing behind”. Powell
also said that Musharraf has “as-
sured (him) that that was his objec-
tive as well”.
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Chen outlines

issues before
referendd
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TAIPE]L, Jan. 16. — President
Chen Shui-bian said voters will
be asked in a March referen-
dum whether Taiwan should set
up more anti-missile defenses if
China doesn’t stop pointing
hundreds of missiles at the is-
land.

The ballot for the 20 March
election will also ask voters if
Taiwan should proceed with
peace talks with China, Mr
Chen said on Friday in a taped
televised address.

The President said: “The first
question will be: The Taiwanese
people insist that the cross-
strait problem must be resolved
peacefully. If China doesn’t re-
move the missiles pointed at
Taiwan and renounces the
threat to use force against Tai-
wan, do you agree that the gov-
ernment should purchase and
set up more anti-missile defen-
ses to strengthen Taiwan’s self-
defence capability.”

Mr Chen said that the second
part of the referendum would
say, “Do you agree that the gov-
ernment should open negotia-
tions with China and establish a
framework for peaceful and sta-
ble interaction to seek a cross-
strait consensus for the people’s
well-being.”

The President has been under
pressure to defuse the referen-
dum issue, which has worried
China as well as Taiwan’s most
important friend — the United
States.

Beijing opposes the referen-
dum because it fears it could set
a precedent for a vote on wheth-

Associated Press

Taiwan sluughfers
20,000 chickens

TAIPEI, Jan. 16. — Taiwan autho-
rities today slaughtered 20,000
chickens at a farm in an effort fo
prevent a bird flu outbreak after a
virus strain was detected.
The chickens were killed at the
farm in central Taiwan's Chang-
hua County, the authorities
announced, after yesterday's
discovery of the H5N2 virus, a
less.virufent form of the H5N1
virus which has been blamed for
the deaths of 13 people in -
Vietnam. ;
“The carcasses will ba pro-
cessed into feed using high heat
while the farm is disinfected to
make sure the environment is not
poliuted; an official said. — AFP

er Taiwan should refuse unify-
ing with China. The two sides
have been ruled separately since
they split amid civil war in 1949.
Chinese leaders consider unifi-
cation to be a sacred goal.

US officials fear that the vote
could upset the delicate status
quo in the Taiwan Strait. Wash-
ington has cautioned Taiwan
against provoking China with
referendums that might involve
the touchy sovereignty issue.

Although US officials have
tried to pressuré the Taiwanese
President to scuttle the referen-
dum, Mr Chen has insisted on
holding the vote.

His opponent in the race,
former Vice-President Lien
Chan, has dismissed the refer-
endum as a reckless ploy to
draw more Chen supporters to
the polls.

17 JAN 2004



N Korea ofters to
freeze reactors
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NORTH KOREA offered on Monday to
freeze its nuclear reactors producing
weapons grade plutonium if compen-
sated by Washington in a new sign of-
ficials say shows Pyongyang wants to
negotiate an end to its nuclear crisis.

“North Koreans are seen trying to
clarify their ideas and make them more
attractive ... while seeking six-way talks
focusing on a nuclear freeze,” said Wi
Sung-Lac, head of the US affairs bu-
reau at Seoul’s foreign ministry.

The overture came as US delegates
briefed South Korean officials, includ-
ing Wi, on last week’s first visit by out-
siders to the North’s nuclear complex
since international monitors were ex-
pelled more than a year ago.

If the Bush administration was will-
ing to compensate the North, Py-
ongyang “is willing to freeze its nu-
clear activities based on the graphite-
moderated reactors as a starting point
for the denuclearisation of the coun-
try”, the official Korean Central News
Agency (KCNA) quoted a foreign min-
istry spokesman as saying.

North Korea has previously admit-
ted that it fired up the reactors at its
main nuclear complex at Yongbyon, 90
km north of Pyongyang, intensifying
the latest nuclear crisis that began in
October 2002. But the North has re-
cently made a series of overtures over
the long-running nuclear standoff.
Last week, Pyongyang proposed re-
fraining from producing and testing
nuclear weapons in what it said was a
“bold concession” to the United States.

In exchange, Pyongyang is demand-
ing from Washington an agreement on
“first-phase actions”, including the
lifting of sanctions against North Ko-
rea and a resumption of energy aid in
return for the nuclear freeze.

Washington halted its fuel oil ship-
ments to the energy-strapped country
in late 2002 soon after accusing North
Korea of running a secret uranium-en-
richment programme violating a 1994
nuclear safeguard accord to mothball

Ve
Agence France-Presse 6
Seoul, January 12 ’
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US will not attack
Pyongyang: Powell

DESPITE PYONGYANG'’S threats
to renounce the moratorium on
nuclear testing, Secretary of State
Colin Powell has reassured that
the US will not attack North Korea.
“How can a claim like that be
made at the same time that we are
working - so closely with our
friends in the region to deal with
six-party talks with North Korea?
Are we preempting? Are we at-
tacking somebody? We have told
North Korea we don’t intend to at-

tack it,” Powell said.
PTI1, Washington

the Yongbyon plant.

In retaliation, Pyongyang said it re-
activated the Yongbyon complex. It has
since claimed that it reprocessed 8,000
spent nuclear fuel rods, which would
yield enough plutonium for up to six
nuclear bombs. The CIA says Py-
ongyang may have already possessed
one or two crude nuclear bombs. Wi
met late on Monday with US congres-
sional aides Keith Luse and Frank
Jannuzi, who arrived here on Sunday
to brief Seoul officials on their five-
day trip to North Korea.

North Korea said on Saturday that it
showed its “nuclear deterrent” to the
unofficial US delegations, as US news-
papers said later they appeared to have
seen reprocessed plutonium, a key in-
gredient for making nuclear bombs. But
Wi reaffirmed Luse’s earlier caution
that those US and North Korean reports
were speculative and warned against
drawing “premature” conclusions.

“They told me that even if they
could describe what they had seen at
the facilities, they could not charac-
terise its meaning and value,” Wi said
after meeting with the US delegates.

He refused to elaborate on the items
in the nuclear facilities that the US del-
egation had actually seen.
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SINGAPORE, JAN. 11. China has asked the United
States to honour its ‘commitment’ to support the
“one country, two systems” policy that Beijing is
‘implementing’ in Hong Kong.

Commenting on the U.S. State Department’s
reported observations on the evolution of Hong
Kong's political system, the Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman, Kong Quan, said in Beijing
during the week-end that Washington should
keep its parallel ‘commitment’ to the “stability

- and prosperity” of that territory.

It is not for the first time in recent weeks that
Beijing has aired these views. A speech by the

12 0% ypp

p off Hong Kon

, U.S. told

U.S. Consul Ge \eral in Hong Kong, James'Keith,
on December 11, 2003, and some subsequent
comments by the State Department have already
come in for scrutiny by China.

In his latest response, Mr. Kong called upor
Washington, in categorical terms, “not to do any
thing harmful to Sino-U.S. ties”. He said Honj
Kong’s affairs were an ‘internal’ matter of direc
concern to China alone. He said China was firml
opposed to the meddling by any foreign govern
ment in Hong Kong in “any form”.

Given that the U.S.’ comments pertained tc
such aspects as the demand for universal suffrage
and for a direct election of Hong Kong's Chief
Executive, Mr. Kong said the territory’s political
structure “must develop in a gradual and or-
derly manner”. The Basic Law, which governs
Hong Kong's ties with Beijing, and “the actual |
circumstances’” in the territory were the pa-
rameters for the ‘development’ of its political
system.

China’s call to the U.S. is seen in the context
of the Western view of the territory as Beijing’s
prize possession.




“Confirmation
of N Korea’s
-potential’

WASHINGTON, Jan. 11. - In
an apparent first confirmation
that North Korea produced key
ingredients for nuclenr wea-

pons, Pyongyang

visiting unofficial & delega-
tion what it descnhsd as recent-
ly reprocessed pluibnium

Though only initial details of
the visit were available, a US
official said, “it appeared the
team had been shown what the
North Koreans described as
recently reprocessed plutoni-
um,” The Washington Post
reported today, a day after
Pyongyang’s official Korean
Central News Agency also said’
the country showed its “nuclear
deterrent force” to a group of
US scientists and Congressional
aides.

North Korean officials told
the experts that the material
“has not been placed in a
nuclear device and that it was
prepared to ‘freeze’ it to resolve
the crisis over Pyongyang’s
nuclear ambitions,” the daily
said.
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BEIJING/SEQUL, Jan. 10. — An
unofficial US team that visited
North Korea today said they went
" to the controversial Yongbyon
nuclear complex, but declined to
divulge details of their private tour.

“We did go to Yongbyon,” one of
the team members, Stanford
University professor Emeritus
John Lewis, told reporters after
arriving from their five-day visit
to Pyongyang.

North Korea also said that it
showed its “nuclear deterrent force”
to an unofficial US delegation, a
news agency reported. The report
by North Korea’s official KCNA
news agency, monitored by South
Korea’s Yonhap news agency, quot-
ed a North Korean foreign ministry
official. It gave no further details
and it wasn’t clear what was nieant
by “nuclear deterrent force”.

Pyongyang had closed the
nuclear facility to outsiders after
expelling UN inspectors at the end
of 2002 amid an escalating war of
words with Washington.

Lewis said the team could not
provide any more details of their
visit to North Korea until two del-
egation members, who are on the
staff of the US Senate foreign rela-

' tions committee, had reported
their findings to the US govern-

ment.

“We are a private delegation. We
were not there to negotiate. We were
not there to be inspectors,” he said
while stressing that the trip was
aimed at improving their under-
standing of North Korean issues.

The USA has been saying that
North Korea is using the Yongbyon
facility to reprocess spent nuclear-
fuel rods into ‘plutonium for use in
nuclear weapons. The visit of the
US delegation to North Korea
comes ahead of China’s plans to
convene the second round of six-
party talks to find a peaceful and
diplomatic solution to the issye.

This week, China’s foreign min-
istry said it has made new
progress in this regard, and is
working with the USA, North
Korea, South Korea, Japan and
Russia to hold the second round of -
the six-party talks here at an
early date. - N

Pyongyang this week offered to
dismantle its nuclear weapons
programme and nuclear power
industry in exchange for fuel and |
power aid from the USA. .

Calling the offer a “positive
step”, US secretary of state Mr

Colin Powell said no date has been

scheduled for when the six sides
may meet, but prospects for
resuming  negotiations had
improved.
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"HK in cry for

‘ \
Reuters Q’) W
Hong Kong, January 1

AN ESTIMATED 20,000 pro-
testers took to the streets of
Hong Kong on New Year’s
Day in a calling for a swift
transition to full democracy
in the former British colony.
Shouting “Return power
to the people” and “One
man, one vote” and demand-
ing direct elections for the
city’s rulers, political ac-
tivists, workers and families
filed slowly from Victoria
Park in the busy Causeway
Bay shopping district to gov-
ernment offices in the cen-
tral business district.
Richard Tsoi, spokesman
for rally organisers Civil Hu-
man Rights Front, estimated
that at least 20,000 people
had joined the march, the
first major pro-democracy
rally since a spate of huge
protests last July had

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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ocracy

Scene from Thursday’s rush hour protest in Hong Kong.

plunged Hong Kong into a
political crisis. Organisers
said 100,000 people had jo-
ined the march by 6 p.m.,
five times more than expect-
ed. Before they set off, reli-
gious groups prayed that Ho-
ng Kong’s voters would be al-

lowed to elect their own Jead-
ers. A massive July 1 protest
last year saw more than
500,000 people take to the
streets to denounce a Beijing-
backed security bill, which
critics said would impinge on
basic rights and freedoms.
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Sheriff plans to
drag Jacko to court

THE SHERIFF of Santa Bar-
bara County denied that
Michael Jackson was rou-
ghed up by jailers during his
arrest, and threatened to
press charges against him
for making a false accusa-

tion against an officer.
Sheriff Jim Anderson sa-
id Jackson was treated “wi-
th the utmost respect and
courtesy” during his arrest
and was “in no way man-
handled or abused”. He said
Jackson thanked authori-
ties when the interrogation
was over, whistled and sang

during the ride to jail.
Jackson alleged that he
was bruised and his shoul-
der dislocated because of
rough treatment, and that he
was locked in a faeces-sme-
ared restroom. The sheriff
said it was not a bathroom
but a big empty cell which

had just been cleaned.
AP, Los Angeles
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