Trafficking among women,
children high in metros

w ¢ By Rakesh Bhatnagar o 0\ ing young women and children to exploita-

» Times NEws NETWORK ( ﬂg\ tion by different agencies.
W As has become customary, the authorities
New Delhi: It is official now: only 60% cases concerned kept asking for adjournments, for
of total missing persons, particularly the issue raised by Vahini’s counsel Colin

women and children, are reported to the po-

lice. It is also confirmed that a majority of atall.

such cases are not registered by an “insensi-

tive” police,

None other than the first intensive study

conducted by a team of ex-
perts under the aegis of
the National Human
Rights Commission head-
ed by former Chief Justice
of India A S Anand alsore-
veals that at least 15,407
children from the coun-
fry’s six metropolitan
cities go missing every
year. And over 3,200
women remain untraced
every year from these
cities.

The report is based on a
mammoth exercise, It of-
fers startling facts about
trafficking of women and
children in India. Though
unconcerned with the
plight of the increasing
number of missing people,
all the state governments

Gonsalves were too “trivial” to be looked into

Now, the apex court has directed that all

the authorities concerned study the NHRC

LAW VS JUSTICE

» OI 60% cases of missing
persons reported

# Cops don’t register majority of

these cases
¥ 15,407 children go missing

every year in the six metros; over

3,200 women remain untraced
annually from these cities

¥ 45.5% married men visit
brothels

report before it passes final directions to pre-

vent the human prob-
lem and how to punish
the offenders.

The report says that
40% of the police offi-
cers confacted to ascer-
tain the status of traf-
ficking in their areas
did not have any knowl-
edge of various preven-
tive laws. Others treat-
ed the victims of traf-
ficking as accused. The
women were charged
and tried for seducing
“clients” and children
accused of beinga trou-
bled lot.

The study says that
45.5% of married men
visit various brothels.
As many as 72.9% of
them were living with

» 40% of the cops contacted to
ascertain status of trafficking in
their areas had no knowledge of

their spouses. “It is a
borderless crime,” says

and Union Territories will
now have to study the re-

port, ascertain facts from
their own territories and
inform the supreme court

why various legal and constitutional provi-
sions meant to safeguard the interest of chil-
dren and women have been violated with im-

punity.

Shakti Vahini, an NGO, had moved the
apex court seeking immediate prevention of
rampant human trafficking that was subject-

preventive laws

the report as it warns
against “sex tourism”.
Only Goa has so far ini-

tiated measures to enact a specific law to pro-
tect children from exploitation.
Invariably, children kidnapped from differ-

ent cities and even villages end up with beg-

ging bowls. They are maimed, disfigured and
made a mental wreck so much so that they
don’t remember their real identity



Bijay Sankar Bors in G

Sept. 19. — Drug lords of the infa-
mous ‘Golden Triangle’, the virtually
unadministered region at the tri-
junction of Myanmar, Thailand and
Laos, have shown an increasing ten-
dency to smuggle brown sugar and
heroin through north-east India to
the rest of the country as well as to
the outside world via Indian and
Bangladeshi ports and airports.

The absence of an institutionalised
intelligence framework to tackle the
well-coordinated narcotics traffick-
ing into the region from the Golden
Triangle within police forces of vul-
nerable states such as Assam, Naga-
land, Mizoram and Manipur has
been a boon for the thriving racket.

Inspector-general (CID) of Assam
Police, Mr SP Kar, said: “Narcotics,
particularly heroin and brown sugar,
manufactured by drug lords in the
Golden Triangle, where high-grade
poppy seeds are produced in plenty,
find their way out through Tamu
(Myanmar)-Moreh (Manipur)-Naga-
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land-Assam, Myanmar-Mizoram-As-
sam, Mizoram-Barak Valley (Assam)-
Bangladesh routes. In the process,
Guwahati, the gateway to the north-
east, has become the primary transit
point for drug trafficking,”

In the last month, police seized a to-
tal of 1.5 kg of super-refined heroin
worth Rs 1.5 crore in the internation-
al market in two hauls in the heart of
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traffic

Guwahati. Four courier$, all young
men from Manipur, were arrested.

Mr Kar said that young unemployed
boys and girls from north-eastern
states, particularly from Manipur and
Mizoram bordering Myanmar, are
lured into the drug trafficking racket
in lieu of hefty sums of money and
“drugs for free”. “The younger gener-
ation in those two states are paying
the price, in the form of high inci-
dence of AIDS and deaths through
drug abuse,” he said. While Manipur
has been marked as a high-incidence
zone for AIDS in the country, Mizor-
am has lost over 800 young lives to
drug abuse in the last decade.

Assam police believes that there is
no market for costly heroin and brown
sugar in the region, where few people
can afford these, but smugglers are
bent upon converting the region into a
major route for trafficking, cashing in
on the lack of constant coordination
among police forces. “Assam Police
feels there is an urgent need to set up
a well-coordinated inter-state police
intelligence network in the region to
tackle the menace,” the IGP said.
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“ Women, child trafficking:

| ot A g, .
call for community policin

By Our Staff Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 24. A National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) report on ‘Trafficking
in Women and Children in In-
dia’ has said that the existing
system in the spheres of preven-
tion, protection and prosecu-
tion was not adequate to tackle
the complex problem in a holi-
stic and right manner.

The report, prepared by the
Institute of Social Sciences with
the financial support of UNI-
FEM, recommends that all anti-
trafficking interventions should
adhere to the human rights par-
adigm to ensure that the rights
of the trafficked persons are
protected.

1t is imperative to understand
that this gross violation of hu-
man rights occurs due to many
socio-economic factors that
add to the vulnerability of the
victims.

Some of the main causes of
vulnerability are economic and
gender disparity, which limit
women’s access to develop-
mental processes, the report
points out.

Nodal agency

Suggesting the setting up of a
1odal agency, the report says
hat there was a need to build
up coordination among the
non-governmental agencies at
the national level. This was

stressed by the NHRC chairper
son, Justice A.S. Anand, whil
releasing the report here today.

To prevent trafficking, micro-
studies should be carried out for
vulnerability mapping of the
source areas, as well as demand
areas and the community
should be sensitised to issues of
gender, women'’s rights and
child rights, the report points
out while recommending the
need for community policing.
The study has also underlined
the need for minimum stan-
dards of care and attention in
rescue and post-rescue activ-
ities.

On the prosecution side, it
stressed the need for ensuring
that all crimes are reported and
registered so that legal action is
taken.

Lack of training

The study shows that lack of
training was a serious impedi-
ment to effective .law enforce-
ment and justice delivery.
“Justice delivery mechanism is
another area that is in need of
change and improvement be-
sides the proceedings of the
court and its ambience need to
be made more victim-friendly
and less intimidating for wom-
en,” it says while asking the
panchayati raj institutions to
play an active role in anti-traf-
ficking.

The research was carried out
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13  States

in and Uffion
Territories.
The primary data was collect-

ed by interviewing 4006 people
falling under seven categories,
including victims, survivors,
brothel owners, clients and chil-
dren. Of the people spoken to,
29.5 per cent were from Andhra
Pradesh, 15 per cent from Kar-
nataka, 12.5 per cent from West
Bengal and 12.3 per cent from
Tamil Nadu.

Strong link

The study suggests a strong
link between trafficking and mi-
gration with an added dimen-
sion in trafficking because of
unconventional means of com-
mercial sex exploitation like sex
tourism and exploitation in
massage parlours and beer bars
that has created a great demand
for children. Similarly, there is a
clear link between trafficking
and those reported missing.

The legal regime, no matter
how well meaning, has little rel-
evance unless the laws are
properly implemented.

A study of the law enforce-
ment scenario shows that the
various provisions of ITPA are
underutilised or not utilised at
all.

Law enforcement is also
hampered by serious limita-
tions, as trafficking is a very se-
rious crime, extending beyond
the jurisdictional boundaries.
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Avtar Singh, Jagvinder Smgh and Balblr Singh at the Attari
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Attari: For three Punjabi
youths who arrived along
with Sikh pilgrims from Pak-
istan on Thursday it was a
very special homecoming.
Avtar Singh, Jagvinder
Singh and Balbir Singh who
had gone to Lebanon to work
in brick kilns fell victim to a
human trafficking racket.
Duped by agents who prom-
ised them lucrative jobs in
western countries they were
subsequently arrested and
underwent nightmarish ex-
periences in the jails of
Turkey, Iran and Pakistan.
Then for a year they lived un-
der the shelter of the Gurd-
wara Dera Sahib in Lahore
before being allowed to re-
turn home. The youths be-
long to Hoshiarpur and Ka-
purthala districts of Punjab.

Harpal Singh Bhullar, presi-
dent of International Bhai
Mardana Yadgari Kirtan Dar-
bar Society (IBMYKDS), said
that he had arranged for the
youth to board the pilgrim spe-
cial train at Wagah (Pakistan)
when they had come to serve
the langar (community
kitchen) food to the Indian pil-
grims. The youths’ family
members came to Attari rail-
way station to receive the sons.

One of the youths, Avtar

vietims return

from Pakistan
By Yudhvir Rana ( (o\slngh said they mt?t)khel

ter at the Gurdwara Dera
Sahib, Lahore, during the
Baisakhi of 2003 . He said
Bhuilar, who was visting Pak-
istan along with a jatha, took
them to the Wagah border but
they were not allowed to leave
in the absence of proper trav-
el documents. All three of
them expressed gratitude to-
wards the Pakistani authori-
ties for not sending them to
jail and allowing them to live
in a room at the Gurdwara
Dera Sahib complex.

However, restrictions were
placed on their movements
and they were told not to
move out of the premises ex-
cept to bring milk from a
nearby market at a specified
time. Sikh vistors from India
gave them financial help and
this enabled them to make
phone calls back home to
their parents and friends.

In Lebanon they had
worked in factories and brick
kilns and had paid $500 each
to travel agents to go to Istan-
bul but were caught by the
Turkish authorities and de-
ported to Iran where they
spent three months in jail be-
fore being deported to Pak-
istan. Here too they spent
three days in jail until fellow
Pakistanis who had also been
duped by the agents helped to
secure their release.
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