Népal Maoists
lift blockade
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THE PEOPLE of Kathmandu
heaved a sigh of relief today fol-
lowing the lifting of a Maoist-
sponsored economic blockade
that began on December 23.

The rebels had snapped sup-
ply lines to the Kathmandu val-
ley primarily to protest against
the alleged extra-judicial killing
of their comrades by security
forces. A statement issued by the
Maoist-run Tamang autonomous
region government (TARG) said
the blockade had been lifted in
response to appeals from human
rights organisations, civil soci-
eties and the media. l/

Buddhist by re11g1 1&1
ngs belong to mongolmd ock
and live in Makwanpur, Dhad-
ing, Nuwakot, Kavre, Sindhupal-
chok, Rasua, Sindhuli, Dolakha
and Ramechhap districts that
surround the Kathmandu valley.
In August, the TARG had blocked
traffic to and from Kathma /pdu
for over a week.
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INDIA IS closely watching the
ongoing economic blockade by
Maoists that threatens to create
a shortage of essential com-
modities in Nepal.

Since Thursday, not a single
cargo vehicle has moved into
the kingdom from Raxaul (Bi-
har) through which Nepal gets
its petroleum supplies. Indian
consul-general Gururaj Rao,
based in Birgunj (Nepal) across
Raxaul, said, “About 300 cargo
vehicles are stranded on the In-
dian side. We are closely moni-
toring the situation.”

However, there were no re-
ports of Indian vehicles getting
stranded on Nepalese highways.
Hundreds of Indian pilgrims
were escorted back to India from
the Garimai religious fair near
Birgunj in private and govern-
ment vehicles. King Gyanendra
had opened the fair last week.

Since Wednesday, the rebels
have been blocking movement
of vehicles in new areas every-
day. They have brought traffic
to a halt on Mahendra Rajmarg,
Tribhuvan  Rajmarg and
Prithvi Rajmarg (all connecting
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AFP
Nepalese motorcyclists crowd to
buy fuel at a petrol station in
Kathmandu on Friday, during an
indefinite Maoist rebel blockade
of the capital.

Kathmandu with India and the
Nepalese lowlands) and
Araniko Rajmarg that joins the
capital with Tibet. Mahendra
Rajmarg runs across Nepal,
parallel to Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh.

With all supply lines, espe-

cially to Kathmandu, getting
snapped off, the Nepal govern-
ment has decided to run vehi-
cles with the help of Army es-
corts. “The situation is better
than Thursday,” said a senior
home ministry official, admit-
ting, “There has been some pan-
ic buying in the capital.” Prices
of vegetables have gone up by
about 20 per cent.

Maoist-sponsored  general
strikes in Bara, Rautahat, Sun-
sari and Morang districts, all
bordering India, have further
disrupted supply lines. The
rebels have imposed bandhs
and blockades for a week in
some areas and for an indefi-
nite period in others in support
of various demands ranging
from a halt to foreign interfer-
ence to the Xilling of their
cadres in custody In August,
they had blockaded Kathmandu
for a week.

40 killed in clashes

Clashes between Maoist rebels
and security forces have
claimed 40 lives, including 28
Maoists and five civilians, in
the last two days, security
sources said on Friday.
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HARD TIMES: Motorcyclists crowd to buy fuel at a petrol pump in
Kathmandu on Friday. — AFP
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KATHMANDU, Dec. 24.
— Life was paralysed in
eastern and central Nepal
today due to an indefinite
blockade of highways by
Maoists to protest the
killing and detention of
their cadre by government
forces, leading to a sharp
increase in commodity
prices and stockpiling of
essential goods.

Vehicles moving to and
from the capital came to a
complete halt following
the blockade in
Makawanpur, Dhading
and Sindhupalchowk dis-
tricts bordering
Kathmandu starting from

yesterday. Major sections

of the Prithvi Highway,
Tribhuvan Highway and
East-West Highway were
specially affected.

Two army personnel and
two other soldiers were
critically injured when a
booby trap set up by
Maoist rebels exploded at
Jhalleri area of Kanchan-

@du

pur district near the Indo-
Nepal border. The inci-
dent occurred when securi-
ty forces were defusing
booby traps set by the
rebels to obstruct traffic on
the East-West Highway,
army sources said.

No vehicles entered or
exited from the Thankot
checkpoint, the only land
route that  connects
Kathmandu with Raxaul
of India and other Terai
districts, police said. There
were only few dozens of
vehicles on the road as
compared to some 1,900
normally, police said.

Thousands of passen-
gers were stranded at bus
stations and no trucks with
essential goods including
foodgrain could move on
the highway despite the
government’s assurance to
provide security. But
home ministry spokesman
Mr Gopendra Bahadur
Pandey said that govern-
ment has provided neces-
sary security arrangements

on the highways. /
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(Reuters): Nepali soldiers
killed 22 Maoist rebels in a
fierce gun battle in the west of
the country today, the army
said, as a partial blockade of
Kathmandu by the rebels re-
duced traffic to a trickle on
two key highways.

Rebel violence has spi-
ralled in the Himalayan coun-
try ahead of a January 13 gov-
ernment deadline for the in-
surgents to join peace talks.
More than 80 people, about
half of them soldiers, had
been killed in the week before
today’s attack.

“Hundreds of guerrillas
attacked a regular army oper-
ations team in the forested
hills,” an army officer said.
“We lost two people in the ini-
tial fighting but they fled after
we overran their positions.”

The new violence came as
traffic on two of the three
main highways leading to
Kathmandu dropped to a
trickle after the Maoists
warned vehicles to stay off the
road in the latest move in their
campaign to overthrow
Nepal’s monarchy.

A handful of trucks loaded
with food supplies and just a
few buses wound their way
down one of the highways,
cutting through a small valley
ringed by green hills at Badb-
hangyang, 20 km southwest of
Kathmandu.

The rebels, fighting to es-
tablish communist rule, suc-
cessfully cut off the hill-
ringed capital from the rest of
the country for a week in Au-
gust, choking it of food and
fuel supplies.

Today’s gun battle took
place in Arghakhanchi dis-
trict, a Maoist stronghold
about 350 km west of Kath-
mandu. Twenty soldiers and
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A truck driver washes his vehicle at Nubise checkpost,
26 km west of Kathmandu, after being stopped by a
Maoist blockade. (AFP)

at least six rebels were killed
in a rebel ambush in the same
district last week, the army of-
ficer said.

“We have recovered 22 bod-
ies of rebels. They have suf-
fered heavy casualties today ...
the fleeing Maoists have car-
ried away many dead or
wounded comrades,” the offi-
cer said. Five soldiers were
also wounded in the fighting,
he added.

Elsewhere, at least five sol-
diers were Kkilled overnight
after the guerrillas, who spe-
cialise in hit-and-run attacks,
ambushed a security patrol in
Kailali district, 600 km west of
the capital.

As in August, there were
no visible signs of the Maoists
enforcing the blockade today.
The rebels have been able to
frighten people off by threats
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alone. The two highways carry
90 per cent of supplies to the
Kathmandu valley, home to
about 1.5 million people.

The rebels said they would
continue the blockade until
they received information
about hundreds of missing
comrades. The ban was also a
protest against alleged custo-
dial killings of Maoists.

The rebels have rejected
the January 13 deadline and
pledged to derail national elec-
tions that Prime Minister
Deuba has vowed to hold. In-
formation minister Moham-
mad Mohsin said the rebels
were behaving “irresponsi-
bly.” “We are trying to deal
with the situation and are tak-
ing measures to ensure that
there is no scarcity of essen-
tial goods in the capital due tg
the blockade,” Mohsin Sal(y




{

1

Bhug@;l refugees launch
Swadesh Yatra in Nepal

Debasis Sarkar
TIMAI REFUGEE CAMP (NEPAL) 17 DECEMBER

RMED with the slogan “We want to die in
Agur homeland”, around 40,000 senior
hutanese refugeeslaunched the “Swadesh
Yatra” on Thursday in the refugee camp in Nepal.
This has slightly warmed the administrative envi-
ronment in India. Sandwiched between Bhutan
and Nepal with a neutral stand- -
point, India has decided not to
give passage to refugees from
Nepal to Bhutan unless the two
countries come down to any set-
tlement on the issue.

Of the nearly 1.2 lakh
Bhutanese refugees currently
residing in seven camps aided by
the United Nations High Com-
mission of Refugees (UNHCR)
in Nepal, almost 40,000 beyond
the age of 50 are taking part in
the movement and will march towards Bhutan
through India in the next couple of days.

“We expect India to support us,” said R.C. Sikdal,
former Bhutan District Development Board mem-
ber and a refugee himself. Referring to the 1949
Indo-Bhutan treaty, he said: “It ensures free entry
and right of movement for all Bhutanese citizens in
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India. Thus by a g s to cross Indian territory,
the country wou]d not be violating any protocol.”
The refugees were strongly opposed by the Indi-
an government and a large number was arrested
while trying to cross Indian territory to enter
Bhutan in early 1996. It is feared that this march
may meet the same fate. “We are very clear in our
standpoint and determined to follow the directive
of the Union home ministry to stop anyone not ac-
cepted by the Bhutan govern-
ment as their citizen,” said a
{ senior police official, who was
otherwise tight-lipped on the
sensitive issue.
However, the senior refugees
are getting “moral support”
from several political corners in-
cluding some leading political
| parties of Nepal and Bhutan.
Balaram Paudyal, acting presi-
dent of Bhutan People’s Party,
though not very sure whether
they would be able to cross the Indian territory or
not, said: “This would insist the government of In-
dia to persuade the matter with the government of
Bhutan. Indirectly this will help in early repatria-
tion of the refugees.” Narad Adhikary, general sec-
retary of Druk National Congress, echoed Mr
Paudyal’s opinion.

lie Economye Time,




Gyanendra meet
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Statesman News Service

KATHMANDU, Dec. 9. — Nepal’s
King Gyanendra raised a storm
today when he inaugurated a con-
vention in the capital asking for
more powers for the monarchy,
leading to all Communist ministers
boycotting the programme.

Though Prime Minister Mr Sher
Bahadur Deuba and ministers from
his own Nepali Congress (Demo-
cratic) party and two more parties in
the coalition kept the king company,
11 ministers from the Communist
Party of Nepal-Unified Marxist Len-
inist, a major coalition partner and
vocal critic of the government as well
as the king, stayed away, calling the
convention unconstitutional.

The Raj Parishad — the council of
royal advisors — was originally a tit-
ular body with little political activity,
but, ever since the Maoist insurgents
began their guerrilla war in 1996
with the aim of replacing Nepal’s
constitutional monarchy, and since
King Gyanendra ascended the
throne, the council has run into a lot
of controversy. It has organised
meetings to discuss the political sit-
uation and extol the virtues of the
monarchy as the symbol of unity. Af-
ter five meetings of its zonal com-
mittees, the council on Thursday be-
gan a two-day convention in Kath-
mandu, triggering protests by politi-
cal parties and student unions.

The inauguration by the king led
students to demonstrate all over the
country. They burnt effigies and
tyres, blocked roads and clashed
with security forces.

The protesters were calling the
convention unconstitutional, be-
cause the constitution states that the
council will meet if it is summoned

> Mr
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King Gyanendra lights a lamp at the
inauguration of the state council meeting in
Kathmandu on Thursday. — AFP

by the king. Otherwise, it can meet
after the demise of the monarch, his
abdication or upon the decision tak-
en by one-fourth of its members that
the king, due to physical or mental

infirmity, is unable to perform his -
functions. Gyanendra has been ac- °

cused of usurping executive authori-
ty since October 2002, when he
sacked the Deuba government and
since then appointed three of his
nominees'as Prime Minister, reject-
ing the consensus candidate named
by a coalition of five major parties.
The Maoists refuse to hold peace
talks with Mr Deuba, saying that they
want direct talks with the monarch.

The communist boycott shows the
rift in the government and the tight-

rope Deuba has to walk.
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Row over &tﬁnck /qq?Kg\iRr@G;g daughter

CONTRO%!I\J‘SY HAS ar-
isen over a bomb attack on
the house of Nepali Con-
gress chief G.P. Koirala’s
daughter, Sujata, here ear-
ly on Thursday Koirala
had held an important po-
litical meeting with main-
stream Communist Party
of Nepal (Unified Marxist
Leninist) leaders there on
Wednesday. They had re-
portedly discussed the
possibility of having a de-
mocratic government th-
rough the reinstatement
of Parliament dissolved
over two years ago. Th-
ough Sujata escaped unh-
urt, two rooms of her
residence were damaged.
The bomb fell close to her

- bedroom. She has been in

the forefront of the ongo-
ing agitation against the

2002 royal takeover. Sujata
said, “I suspect the hand
of government agents in
the attack... Maoists can-
not be involved in this.”
She added, “I could escape
because I had shifted to
my daughter’s bedroom.”
The home ministry said
police had begun a probe
into the explosion.
HTC, Kathm
at alﬂn 4
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hat Maoist rebels would reject Nepalese Prime\Minister

Sher Bahadur Deuba’s 13 January deadline to resume
talks was expected. It seems secret taiks the government was
reportedly holding with the rebels has failed, or else an
outcome would have been announced. Clearly Deuba is
under pressure to hold general elections in April next year
since this was King Gyanendra’s main objective when he
reinstated him last June. But a free and fair exercise will not
be possible unless the government comes to terms with the
rebels who control about 40 of Nepal’s 75 districts. The
results of the two previous talks were disappointing, with no
headway resulting from both sides setting their own terms.
While Deuba insists the Maoists renounce violence and
surrender arms as a prior precondition, rebels demand elec-
tions to a constituent assembly to draft a new constitution
for a republic. Deuba’s adamancy makes light of the com-
mitment he made soon after reinstatement to be “flexible”
in dealing with rebels, even to the extent of accepting their
demand for a constituent assembly.

There are now no hopeful signs of ending the political
instability, with Maoist leaders saying Deuba’s “weak”
government lacks the legitimacy to negotiate — criticism
that is justified to some extent. It is the fight between Nepali
Congress chief GP Koirala and Deuba over control of the
party apparatus that has caused multi-party democracy to
suffer so serious a setback. The party is already split and
Koirala refuses to be part of the Deuba government. In such
an extraordinary situation, it is necessary that the two sink
their differences for the sake of Nepal’s future. / /
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KATHMANDU, Nov. 25.
— After failing to evoke a
positive response from the
Maoists despite repeated
calls to resume peace
talks, the Nepal govern-
ment today announced 13
January as the deadline
for the rebels to start a
dialogue and said it would
go ahead with poll ar-
rangements otherwise.

Prime Minister Mr Sher
Bahadur Deuba an-
nounced the government’s
decision after a Cabinet
meeting today.

Mr Deuba said the gov-
ernment was determined
to end all violence through
peaceful means and was
ready to discuss any issue
with the rebels and resolve
it through a national con-
sensus. He said that if the
rebels agreed to hold talks,

2 § NGV 7004

n talks deddline
or Nepal Maoists

the government would en-
sure “full security” for the
rebel representatives.

After the Maoists broke
off peace talks and re-
sumed their attacks in Au-
gust, the then Surya Baha-
dur Thapa government. re-
imposed the werrorist tag on
them and sounded a global
alert for the capture of
their key leaders.

Mr Deuba said the gov-
ernment would continue
to try and find a political
solution till 13 January,
which signifies the end of
the Nepali month of
Poush, and after that,
would start preparations
for holding elections.

However, both politi-
cians and the diplomatic
community in Nepal have
expressed misgivings
about holding elections
until there is peace in the
country torn by an eight-
year-old insurgency.

THE STATESMAN
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"Nepal sets peace
talks deadline. w f

Army claims killing 300 rebels

\Keshav Pradhan \

st

In the same breath, Deu-
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Kathmandu, November 25

NEPAL'S PALACE-IN-
STALLED government on
Thursday set January 13,
2005, as a deadline for the
resumption of a peace dia-
logue with Maoists, who
have been fighting to turn
the kingdom into a repub-
lic since 1996.

After a Cabinet meeting,
Prime Minister Sher Bah-
adur Deuba said, “If the
Maoists do not come to ta-
lks by January 13, we’ll go
in for parliamentary electi-
ons. We cannot keep on wa-
iting for them indefinitely”

Significantly, Deuba’s
ultimatum comes amid re-
ports about the Royal
Nepalese Army’s claims
about killing about 300 in-
surgents and taking over a
rebel arms training base
in Maoist-infested western
Nepal this week.

ba promised to “discuss
whatever issues the Ma-
oists may have for such ne-
gotiations”. (All previous
talks had collapsed over
the rebels’ demand for a
constituent assembly) He
pledged security to Maoist
negotiators during peace
meetings.

The Communist rebels
have so far refused to talk
to the Deuba government,
questioning its legitimacy.
Opposition parties are of
the view that elections
cannot be held until the
Maoist insurgency is over.

Besides, Deuba’s coali-
tion government compris-
ing representatives from the
Nepali Congress (Democ-
ratic), the Communist Party
of Nepal (Unified Marxist
Leninist), the Rashtriya
Prajatantra Party and the
Nepal Sadbhavana Party is
also running out of time.
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66 Maonsts,
10 trdopers

killed nﬂf y
N lepal clzié

KATHMANDU, Nov. 21.
— At least 66 Maoist
rebels and 10 government
troopers were killed in an
overnight clash in Pandon
village in Kailali district,
an army officer said today.

“The bodies of 16 rebels
were found from the clash
site and 50 others were
found 50 metres away, 10
security personnel were
killed while 16 others were
injured”, he said.

The injured troopers
were flown to Kathmandu
for treatment. The num-
ber of casualities could not
immediately be verified by
the sources.

Meanwhile, an army
officer said, three Maoists
were shot dead overnight
while they were laying
landmines at Lekhnath vil-
lage in Pokhara.

Maoists gunned down
three people at Salleri vil-
lage in Dailekh district for
organising an anti-Maoist
movement.

Maoist rebels today also
declared an immediate
two-day traffic blockade in
the Gandaki and Lumnbini
zones of western Nepal,
leaving some 10,000
tourists stranded, officials

 said.

The blockade was called
to protest killings by the

! security forces “of our local

leaders and activists,” said
Dev Gurung, Maoist polit-
buro member, in charge of
the Gandaki area.

Hotel Association Nepal

| (HNA) president Mr

Narendra  Bajracharya
appealed to the rebels and
the government to hold
peace talks to resolve the
matter.

“After Kathmandu,
Lumbini, Chitwan and
Pokhara are the most
important tourist destina-
tions and currently it is the
tourist season,” he said.

-~
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Kathmandu, Nov. 1
(Reuters): Hundreds of Maoist
rebels stormed a remote town
in Nepal and set government
buildings on fire, an army offi-
cer said today, in the first
major attack after a short
truce ended four days ago.

The rebels, fighting since
1996 to topple the Himalayan
nation’s constitutional monar-
chy, attacked Gamgadi, capital
of the remote Mugu district,
late yesterday and fought
pitched battles with govern-
ment troops.

“They set several empty
government buildings on fire
and fled to nearby jungles,”
said the army officer, who did
not want to be identified.

The army sustained no ca-
sualties but soldiers recovered
the body of arebel killed inthe
fighting, an army statement
said. Rebels have not com-
mented so far. In a separate in-
cident, soldiers shot dead five
Maoist guerrillas.

Gamgadi, about 600 km
northwest of the capital, Kath-
mandy, is surrounded by
mountains with no proper
road and with poor communi-
cation links. Mugu districtis a
stronghold of the Maoists,
who are fighting to convert
Nepal into a single-party com-
munist republic.

The attack comes after a
nine-day truce between the
rebels and the government for
the Hindu festival of Dasain
that ended on Thursday.

Violence in Nepal, one of
the world’s 10 poorest nations,
has surged since rebels wal-
ked out of peace talkslast year.

The insurgency has claim-
ed more than 10,000 lives since
1996, wrecked the impoverish-
ed economy and scared away
tourists, who used to flock to
the world’s only Hindu kingd-
om known for its soaring mou-
ntains.

Aziz visit

Pakistan Prime Minister
Shaukat Aziz, on a two-day of-
ficial visit to Nepal, will hold
talks with his Nepalese coun-
terpart Sher Bahadur Deuba
on bilateral issues and south
Asian regional cooperation,
officials said today.

Aziz arrived here today by
a special flight as chairperson
of the South Asian Associa- |

1

tion for Regional Cooperation. !
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KATHMANDU, Oct. 30.
— Nepal’s hope for a
peaceful Tihar, the local
equivalent of the Diwali
festival, receded fast with
12 people being killed
within less than 48 hours
of the end of a temporary
truce called by the Maoist
insurgents.

Clashes between securi-
ty forces and the Maoists
spread from east to mid-
west Nepal since yester-
day resulted in the death
of 12 rebels.

Hours after the nine-
day ceasefire called by
the Maoists to allow peo-

ple celebrat Dashain,
Nepal’s biggest festival,
in peace ended on Thurs-
day midnight, there were
reports of clashes bet-
ween the Maoists and
security patrols in Dang
district in midwest Ne-
pal, considered a Maoist
stronghold.

Yesterday, security for-
ces killed two Maoists in
Ramnagar in Siraha dis-
trict in southeast Nepal.
The toll went up to 12
Saturday as 10 more
rebels were killed in three
different districts. An
early morning skirmish
between the two sides
early this morning result-

{

N epalvtruce ‘end
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7

ed in the death of four
Maoists in 33 Bigha in Si-
raha district while two
more were killed in Dai-
lekh in remote midwest
Nepal and four in north-
east Taplejung district.
On Thursday, after
Nepal limped back to nor-
malcy following nearly 15
days of festivities, the
Cabinet decided not to
extend the tacit ceasefire
on the government’s side,
that was a reciprocal ges-
ture during Dashain.
Prime Minister Mr Deu-
ba, whose Nepali Cong-
ress (Democratic) party
held a Dashain get
together Thursday, boy-

s, 12
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cotted by Opposition
leaders, including his for-
mer mentor ex-PM Mr
Girija Prasad Koirala,
reiterated the govern-
ment would go ahead
with poll arrangements
by April if the Maoists
did not agree to resume
peace talks.

Mr Deuba’s assertion
has been greeted with dis-
approval by rights acti-
vists, politicians and
members of his own coali-
tion government, who say
any poll held without
bringing the Maoists back
to the political main-
stream would be marred
and meaningless.
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"No change in
Nep al wpolls

Kz%%andu, Oct 5
(Reute¥s): Nepal will continue
with its plans for elections in
April even if Maoist rebels do
not come forward before then
to join peace talks, the coun-
trv's emhattled Prime Minic.
ter said today.

Sher Bahadur Deuba, 57,
re-appointed in June about
two years after King Gyanen-
dra fired him for failing to
tackle an 8-year-old revolt,
said his coalition was commit-
ted to peace and still awaited a
rebel response to his latest
offer for talks. “If they
(Maoists) don’t come for nego-
tiations, we can’t remain with-
out a parliament. We will be
compelled to go to the polls,”
Deuba said at his red-brick
home in Kathmandu.

“The election is going to be
held in April. The king is com-
mitted to elections in April.
The government is committed
to elections in April. Elections
will only strengthen democra-
cy. “We are ready to talk ... We
can talk even after the elec-
tions are announced or even
before or during the elec-
tions,” said the bespectacled
Deuba, seated beneath a large
portrait of King Gyanendra
and Queen Komal in his high-
security home.

Peace with the Maoists,
fighting since 1996 to replace

q. "

Sher Bahadur Deuba in
Kathmandu. (Reuters)

constitutional monarchy with
a communist republic, is key
to any election in Nepal,
which has been without an
elected parliament since 2002
because of rebel threats.

Violence has surged since
peace talks failed last year and
eight people are killed every-
day on average in a conflict
that has wrecked the economy,
slowed foreign-funded proj-
ects, and driven tourists away
from the scenic Himalayan
kingdom.

Last month, the govern-
ment appealed to the Maoist
rebels to resume dialogue, but
Deuba refused a rebel demand
to involve the UN or any inter-
national human rights body.
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By Marcus Dam

KOLKATA, SEPT. 29. Nepal Maoists
have reportedly demanded the
intervention of the United Na-
tions or any human rights orga-
nisation recognised by it as a
condition for talks with the Ne-
pal Government. This was in re-
sponse to a recent call by the
Sher Bahadur Deuba Govern-
ment for negotiations to pave
the way for cessation of hostil-
ities in that country.

The Maoists’ demand was
contained in a “message’’ to the
Government sent “within the
past week,” senior officials of
Nepal's diplomatic mission in
India told The Hindu here to-
day. The rebels have also asked
whether the Government was

committed enough to resolve
the crisis. “The Government can
be flexible to any point within
the bounds of multi-party de-
mocracy and constitutional
monarchy,” the diplomats
pointed out.

The Nepal Government has,
for long, been insisting that the
Maoists lay down arms before a
dialogue could begin. But with
the situation in the country
showing little signs of improve-
ment, it was decided that a
“high-level peace committee,”
comprising leaders of various
“democratic” parties, be set up
to suggest ways of handling the
crisis.

Discord
There was already discord

_U.N. intervention must for_-

2o

25 talks: Nepal Maoists o))

chairperson is the Prime Minis-
ter) over the stand to be adopt-

ed in dealing with the Maoists’ |

demand.

At a meeting of the commit-
tee in Kathmandu today, a se-
nior member representing the
Nepal Communist Party report-
edly argued that the Govern-
ment should unilaterally
declare a cease-fire to ensure a
conducive atmosphere for ne-
gotiations with the rebels.The
Government has so far been
questioning the need for the in-
volvement of a third party in ne-
gotiations even as leaders of a
few other political parties indi-
cated that the Maoists ought to

first justify their demand for
such an intervention.

r




~"Red Lhina sends
Maoists 16 dea

KATHMANDU, Sept. 23.— The Maoists who
have been fighting relentlessly to establish a
Communist regime in Nepal, came in for a
major shock when two of their cadre were
given death sentence by Communist China.
This is the first time that the Maoists have
been given capital punishment in China.
Beijing this month awarded death sentence to
two Nepalese and sentenced two more to pri-
son for reportedly trying to smuggle out Chine-
se pistols and explosives to Nepal through Tib-
et. The men were said to have been arrested in
Khasa town along the Nepal-Tibet border. The
matter came to light last week when Nepal's
foreign ministry, after receiving news that a local
court of Xigatse in Tibet, had convicted the four
for arms smuggling, appealed to Beijing to stay
the execution of the two men. While the Nepal
consulate in Lhasa was asked to look into the
matter, the identities of the men were revealed
today. Correspondents of two private radio
channels based in Sindhupal chowk in north-
central Nepal, near the Tibetan border, broke
the .news that the men on death row, Hiralal
Shrestha, alias Ananda, and Gyaltsen Sherpa,
are both Maoists.

The Maoist leadership has not issued any
statement. Amnesty International has launched
a campaign for the stay of the death sentence.
— Sudeshna Sarkar
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Nepal Maoist leader
demands polmcal
risoner ;tatus

Deepal&rahladka
Kolkata, September 22

A SINGLE-JUDGE Bench of
Justice PC. Ghose of the Cal-
cutta High Court on Wednes-
day directed the Jalpaiguri
Correctional Home to consid-
er, within four weeks, the peti-
tion of a Nepalese Maoist
leader, seeking the status of a
‘political prisoner’.

Mohan Vaidya, who claims
to be a leftist leader carrying
on a democratic movement in
Nepal, was arrested by the Jal-
paiguri police on May 19 and
was sent to jail custody by the
court. The police have accused
him of offences against the
state punishable with death.

Saying that the charges were
political in nature, Vaidya filed
a writ petition in the Calcutta
High Court for a direction on
the jail authority to grant him
the status of a political prison-
er under the West Bengal Cor-
rectional Services Act.

Moving the petition, his ad-
vocate, Bikash Bhattacharya,
said: “Under the Act, any per-
son detained in jail for of-
fences against the state shall
be treated as a political pris-
oner and will be entitled to
better facilities such as a sepa-
rate ‘cell with table, chair,
books, barber service, insur-
ance benefit for him and his
family.”

Opposing the petition, the
state advocates, Abha Roy and
Abhra Mukherjee, said that
before coming to the court the
prisoner should have made an
appeal to the authorities.
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KN (\f\aut Nepal must shelve egos \{(fg\

hankfully 47 industrial establishments and hotels forced
to close down last month by Maoist rebels have resumed

operations. Any further delay would have been detrimental

to the Himalayan country’s sagging economy. Some of these

were British and Indo-Nepalese joint ventures and 100,000
& employees were reportedly rendered idle, the exchequer
losing revenue in the crores of rupees. The Maoists lifted
the ban after the government reportedly conceded their
demands for the release of two senior leaders, to disclose
the whereabouts of missing comrades and punish the army
personnel responsible for excesses. They must have also,
however, realised they would have harmed their own cause
had they remained adamant since there were signs of unrest
against the forced closure. That the breakthrough came
about within three days of Nepalese Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba’s return from a Delhi visit would give the
impression that this was influenced by his hosts but all that
was sought was protection for Indian business interests un-
der the 1950 Peace and Friendship Treaty. India’s commit-
ment to Nepal is confined to supplying arms and military
hardware and the Maoist threat to resort to suicide bomb-
ings if Delhi’s involvement is established is unfounded.

Return to industrial peace (workers will be paid for the
closure period) will prosper if the government and Maoists
set aside their antagonism and return to the negotiating
table. Nepali Congress leader GP Koirala’s refusal to join
the Deuba government has queered the pitch but he, too,
has a strong point in seeking revival of the dissolved parlia-
ment. There is no provision for this in the Nepalese cons-
titution, nor is there for an all-party government Deuba is
supposed to constitute. Maoist leaders say the government
is unwilling to meet their demand for a constituent assembly
for fear of losing out. What stands in the way of genuine
rapprochement is Nepalese leaders’ ego. They should sink
their differences if they are at all serious about remedying
the fallout of eight years’ of Maoist revolt.
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-..Nepal’s neurosis

The crisis In the Himalayan kingdom is nothing but a rising conflict between a populace that has been starved of development, and
\L\C\ a die-hard monarchy that insists on retaining its anachronistic ruling syndrome, writes JK DUTT

o

EPAL’S Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba’s recent visit
to India was the second one
in the last two years, of
course with a break in between from
his prime ministership. This visit is
being seen as expedient by the belea-
guered PM for securing bail in view of
his unenviable position back home.

The politico-security situation in the |
landlocked Himalayan kingdom has
reached an alarming state. This was
not unexpected considering the spate
of events that have overshadowed
Nepal for some time now. The Maoists
control almost all the 75 districts of
the country and willy-nilly have the §
backing of the impoverished villagers
who live in these districts. The
increasing feud between Katmandu
and the Maoists that has taken nearly
9,000 lives, is approaching a point-of-
no-return with Nepal's government |
being pushed more and more on its
back-foot.

What precisely is Nepal's problem?
Simply put, it is a rising conflict
between the populace that has been
starved of development, and a die- |
hard monarchy that insists on retain-
ing its anachronistic ruling syndrome.
As the unrest grew over the years,
local Maoist leader Pushpa Bahadur
Kamal aka Prachanda along with his ~
lieutenant Baburam “Tiger” Bhattarai
gave a fillip to a mass movement for
development as well as for pressuris-
ing Katmandu to remove the monar-
chy if the latter was not agreeable to
mend its ways. Expectedly, the king
refused, the outcome of which was dis-
astrous for the country.

However it must be said in all fairness that
the late King Birendra was humane enough to
appreciate his subjects’ demand for a better
quality of life and to this end he did make
some earnest attempts for alleviating their
hardship. Regrettably, palace intrigue pre-
cluded his well-meaning thoughts from being
translated into action. He made the cardinal
error of treating a socio-economic issue as a
security related one and sent in the police and
the army to combat a wholly erroneously con-
ceived “enemy.” It is indeed a mystery why
King Birendra who was basically very liberal
minded and a forward thinking person, did
.this folly. Arguably, he did indicate that the
epplication of military force would be tempo-
rary but history has amply proved the fallacy
of such misplaced sanguineness. In short, the
king’s tadtics failed. Co
““Recounting, Katmandu went &ll-out on two
counts — one, inducting as much economic
inputs from India as possible so that overall
development could take place in accordance
with a time schedule and two, starting a dia-
logue with the Maoists overridden with a

Nepalese soldiers stand guard at the
entrance of a five-star hotel in Kathmandu
after it reopened recently. Many shops and

hotels were shut for nearly a month following

Maoist violence. (Inset) Nepalese Prime
Minister meets with Atal Behari Vajpayee in

New Delhi. — AFP

cease-fire. This strategy did work initially and
there was abundant hope that peace would
find its rightful place in Nepal as the forerun-
ner to development. Sadly, the modus vivendi
did not last long. Insurgency restarted, first at
a low level then gradually rising in intensity
to a crescendo. Peace talks broke down time
and again and trade inputs from India
thinned. due to absence of adequate infra-
structure coupled with non-progress on the
major points of the India-Nepal Friendship
and Cooperation Treaty of 1950. The current
state of affairs in Nepal is truly alarming as it
has been compounded by a free-for-all
between the prevailing political parties, the
king, and the Maoists. The unfortunate fallout
of this sordid three-sided war has been on the
people of the country who have become disil-
lusioned. -~ - o

' New Délhi has on earlier occasions — as also
now — advised Katmandu to create an accept-
able governance system by establishing multi-
party democracy inclusive of the Maoists, tak-
ing a leaf from Colombo’s methodology. Also,
it has been suggested that the king transform

his brief to just a constitutional monarch, to
remain a titular head and at most a “consul-
tant” to the government of the day. New Delhi
has also steadfastly refused sending any
Indian troops to physically help Nepal’s secu-
rity forces but has provided aid of the nature
of training, equipment, and pragmatic politi-
cal support. India has offered substantial con-
tribution in industry, agriculture, and infor-
mation technology but has rightly placed a
term of reference to say that without political
stability in Nepal, it would be futile to execute
development plans. The eagerly awaited rail

connection linking Raxaul -in India -with- -
Birganj in Nepal has got held up. S

One wonders whether the present incum-
bent on the throne, King Gyanendra, compre-
hends India’s point of view. New Delhi had
prolonged sessions with him when he visited
India last year but apparently he appears to

{!\3"‘ +

A

el

| adhere to his own version of
realpolitik. He has been changing
PMs like - as a cynic put it — one
changes daily garments! This has
not helped in any manner. On the
other hand, it has been instrumen-
tal in encouraging factionalism in
the already fragmented political
scenario. In the process, the gov-
ernment continues to lose ground
to the Maoists.

What should be done before
Nepal spirals completely out of
control and perhaps King
Gyanendra is forced to flee the
country? The United Nations
realised the gravity of the situation
in Nepal of late and offered to help
out, an offer that was peremptorily
refused by Katmandu. On reflec-
tion, UN intervention is the only
way out. For a start, a Saarc
Peacekeeping Force under UN
aegis must be deployed to create
the ambience for talks to begin.

India would make a worthy facil-
itator and these talks should be
held outside Nepal, perhaps in a
salubrious location like Goa or
Ootacamund. The crux of the talks
however, must focus on the reori-
entation of Nepal's monarchy as
suggested by India previously. If
King Gyanendra dithers on this
vital issue, international pressure should be
brought to bear on him and this pressure
maintained till he falls in line.

Another imperative for a speedy solution is,
Nepal has become an ISI nest. This fact is
worrisome for the whole region in view of the
rapid spread of international terrorism. In
this context, West Bengal faces a serious con-
cern over its Siliguri Corridor since this geo-
strategic connector has become a haven for
transiting terrorists and their armoury.
Unless firm steps are taken immediately,
preferably by converting this connector into a
Union Territory and sealing its borders effec-
tively, instability will permeate not only into
West Bengal as the Kamtapur and People’s
War have already demonstrated, but this
undesirable political malfeasance will enve-
lope the whole of North-east India.

Postscript. Katmandu should replace the
same old tired faces that are seen in its politi-
cal mainstream with fresh, young blood. The
ongoing Prime Ministerial “game” over the
past years for example has been more like a
relay race where the PM’s baton is passed
from one withered hand to another! This has
to-stop. The-Nepalese people surely deserve
‘better. A new and rejuvenated leadership at
all levels-of governance will work wonders for
the nation.

(The author is a retired Lieutenant Colonel of
the Indian Army.)
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Nepal frees

trade union

leaders tj%ﬁ
to Maoists

AX Yo
Kathmandu, Sept. 18
(Reuters): Nepal has freed two
jailed trade union leaders
Yinked to Maoist rebels after

1e union agreed to halt a cam-
aign that had forced many

-ading businesses to shut-
ywn, a mediator said today.

Nepal’s top firms, includ-

g transport companies, a
ca Cola bottler and a power
ition, resumed operations
Thursday, some for the first
ae in more than a month,
er the union withdrew de-
inds that they close down.

Bombs exploded outside
y hotels that were asked to
se and many businesses
yed shut despite govern-
nt assurances that it would
vide security,

The All Nepal Federation
frade Unions, which sup-
ts the Maoist campaign to
lace Nepal’s constitutional
aarchy with a communist
ublic, allowed the busi-
ses to reopen after the gov-
ment said it would free the
leaders and provide infor-
ion about 22 others the

n says are missing.

They (the government)
2 fulfilled their commit-
it,” Malla K. Sundar, a
nan rights activist and me-
tor, said.

The government, strug-
ng to put down the Maoist
volt that has claimed 10,000

lives since 1996, says the union
has agreed not to force indus-
tries to shut down in future.
“Now we have to see if the
union also fulfils its commit-
ment,” Sundar said.

The union leaders were
handed over late yesterday to
mediators who brokered the
deal. The union issued the
threat to 12 firms in August
and added another 35 to the
list last week. Industry offi-
cials say the closure of the 47
businesses, which contribute
more than $100 million in rev-
enue, had affected thousands
of workers in Nepal.
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“Embassies issue appeal to rebels, India talks tough

Nepal firms shut down

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT
AND AGENCIES

New Delhi/Kathmandu: Sept
10: Maoists in Nepal today
forced the closure of 35 major
companies, including an Indi-
an joint venture, even as Delhi
advised Kathmandu to get out
of its “siege mentality” and
play a “pro-active role” in deal-
ing with the rebel threat.

The embassies of India
and eight other countries also
urged the Maoists to allow
business activities to continue
in Nepal.

In a joint statement, for-
eign embassies of nine coun-
tries asked the Maoists to
withdraw their threat to the
companies. “The Maoists’ use
of terror against the industry
and workers to achieve politi-
cal goals violates internation-
al norms,” said the statement
issued by the British embassy
on behalf of the industrial se-
curity group (ISG), compris-
ing representatives from the
embassies of India, the US, the
UK, France and Germany.

The Maoists had asked 35
companies, including Sipradi
Trading, a dealer of Tata Mo-
tors, Hotel Malla and the Jyoti
group of industries, to close
down their business indefi-
nitely from today Three
bombs had gone off at Hotel
Malla two days ago, causing
slight damage.

“All the 35 industries
closed down their operation
indefinitely from today due to
lack of security” Rajendra
Khetan, the vice-president of

Soldiers guard the gate of the American Center in Kathmandu after a bomb attack by

ool 30

P

Maoists. The blast caused damage but no casualties, police said. (AFP)

Federation of Nepal Chamber
of Commerce and Industry,
said. The future of around
25,000 employees and 1 lakh
dependants has been threat-
ened due to the closure.

Assuring support to Kath-
mandu in “every way possi-
ble”, Delhi emphasised that if
the Maoists wanted a peaceful
settlement through talks, they
should first give up violence
and accept Nepal’s “constitu-
tional monarchy and multi-
party democracy”.

The Indian leadership con-
veyed this message to visiting
Nepal Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba during talks

yesterday. He met almost all
key leaders, including Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh,
foreign minister K. Natwar
Singh, defence minister
Pranab Mukherjee and home
minister Shivraj Patil.

Deuba also called on Presi-
dent A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, and
met United Progressive Al-
liance chairperson and Con-
gress chief Sonia Gandhi this
evening. Delhi feels the
Maoists — with their links to
the People’s War Group and
the Maoist Communist Centre
in India — are a “common
threat” to both countries.
India was of the opinion that

the Royal Nepal Army was no
longer a “ceremonial army”
and could take the Maoists
head on, given proper support
--both military and political.

The toughening of India’s
stand vis-a-vis the armed
rebels came in the wake of a
Maoist statement criticising
Delhi’s attempt to “colonise”
Nepal — as it allegedly did
with Sikkim and Bhutan —
through Deuba’s “puppet”
government. The statement,
issued in Nepal some days ago,
showed the rebel outfit had
gone back to its earlier stand
bracketing India and the US as
major enemies.

TH 7 175RAPH
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Kathmandu, Sept. 7
(Reuters): A Nepali labour
union with links to Maoist
rebels asked 35 firms across
the embattled Himalayan
kingdom today to shut shop in
amove aimed at bolstering the
guerrilla campaign to over-
throw the monarchy.

The new threat comes as

Nepal returns to normal after
violent riots over the killing of
12 Nepalis by an Islamic mili-
tant group in Iraq and is likely
to again hit an impoverished
economy that has already
been hit by years of insur-
gency.

The new list of businesses
asked to close down includes
Bhotekoshi Power Company, a
US joint venture generating
hydroelectric power, and Tiger
Tops Jungle Lodge in Chitaun
insouthern Nepal, a tourist at-
traction for jungle safaris.

Others on the list are two
local luxury hotels, a unit of
Dabur Nepal, a joint venture
with personal care and herbal
products maker Dabur India
Limited and other local firms
in the tea, jute, textiles and
sugar businesses.

In Mumbai, Colgate Pal-
molive India Ltd said its whol-
ly owned subsidiary in Nepal
has resumed operations, in
what is seen as huge morale
booster for the Nepalese gov-
ernment.

The call by the All Nepal
Federation of Trade Unions
comes three weeks after 12
businesses, including luxury
hotel Soaltee Crowne Plaza
and leading tobacco firm
Surya Nepal, decided to close
down after four bomb blasts
rocked the hotel.

Soaltee Crowne Plaza is
managed by a Hong Kong-
based subsidiary of Britan’s
InterContinental Group of ho-
tels and Surya Nepal (P) Limit-
ed is a joint venture among
Nepali investors, Indian To-
bacco Company and British
American Tobacco Company.

“Since the government
and industrial enterprises
have not fulfilled demands

A man prays during Janmashtami at Patan on the
outskirts of Kathmandu. (AFP)

presented by our organisation
so far, we announce indefinite
closure of additional 35 indus-
tries from September 10,” the
All Nepal Federation of Trade
Unions said.

The group, which has close
links with the rebels fighting
to set up a communist state,
did not spell out its demands
but in the past it has insisted

the government stop dubbing l

it a “terrorist” group.

The government urged
firms to continue operations
and said it was ready to pro-
vide them with security.

“We cannot threaten the
businesses to open but we have
told them we will give them ad-
equate security so that they
can run their business,” cabi-
net spokesman Mohammed
Mohsin said.

Industry officials say the
closure of 12 businesses since
the Soaltee blasts — which in-
cluded a Coca Cola bottling

“Nepal union asks
33 ﬁl‘gl&\tO close

Nepal’s fight against the
Maoists.

Deuba is due to leave to-
morrow on his first visit to
India after being re-appointed
in June.

New Delhi has assured its
neighbour of all possible help
to tackle the Maoist revolt that
has killed more than 10,000
people.

plant — has hit 5,000 workers

and resulted in a daily loss of
$4 million to the firms.

The latest crisis comes
ahead of Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba’s visit to
India, a strong supporter of

8 SEP 204
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/ﬁimalayan pl'()ble\l{l\/
Nepal's king must.tlgrmk of t}lsé(mgdom
0 g\(

EPAL is no longer j‘\fs)t a “tourist destination”) The

mountain kingdom is posting notice in a most violent
manner that it is more and worse than that. Indeed, time has
come to wonder whether the nation-state faces implosion.
Wednesday’s communal mob fury may not be exceptional by
South Asian standards. But coming as it does after months of
Maoist violence, a longer period of ineffectual governance
and a royal family whose authority hasn’t recovered since
King Birendra and several family members were gunned
down by the crown prince, Deependra, the rioting is a strong
indication of institutional rot. Worse, there seems to be no
cure. King Gyanendra constituted an all-party government in
June after dismissing the Surya Bahadhur Thapa
administration for failing to control Maoist violence. But
Thapa’s successor, Sher Bahadhur Deuba, has manifestly
failed as well. Maoists now operate brazenly in Kathmandu,
" bombing seemingly at will and threatening business, includmg
multinationals. The King would seem to have few options.
Plus, he is possibly part of the problem. His getting the throne
via a horrendously bloody tragedy wasn’t the best of
beginnings. He has been clearly less successful than King
Birendra in playing that difficult role - that of a monarch in a
democracy. Birendra’s contribution to Nepal is in the early
1990s constitution that guaranteed multi-party democracy
and a constitutional monarchy. He achieved, given Nepal’s
general backwardness, impressive progress. The assassination
and Maoists seem to have wiped away those gains. If
communal tension is added to this, a tragedy of, so to speak,
Himalayan proportions is more than likely. -

India has very good reasons to want a Nepal that is not close
to implosion. This is not only because their Maoists and our
Maoists have wondered aloud about fraternal cc >peration.
Or because Nepal, no matter official denials, has been a host
to Pakistan-sponsored jihadis targeting India. If Nepal
becomes violently chaotic, India will be the most favoured
destination for refugees. That those fleeing will reach Bihar
and UP first, places that need no more lawlessness, makes the
scenario worse. New Delhi, therefore, needs to use its
influence intelligently to make Kathmandu understand the
gravity of the situation. This has to go beyond training the
Royal Nepal Army in counter-insurgency. King Gyanendra .
will have to be persuaded that genuine democracy is the first
step in contairiing this crisis. Maoists, who want a republican
Nepal, will not even consider talking unless they perceive the
royal family is withdrawing somewhat from public life. The
King is thopefit to be mistrustful of democracy. He should
know thatthere’s no point being a king if there’s no kingdom.

————
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~Street riots to protest
i kllhng of Nepahs

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Kathmandu, Sept. 1:
“Down with Islam” on
their lips, protesters today
attacked a Kathmandu
mosque and Muslim prop-
erties in retaliation against
the Kkilling of 12 Nepalis by
an Iraqi militant group.

Hundreds of people
poured into the streets last
night after television pic-
tures showed the murders of
the Nepalis yesterday but vio-
lence erupted this morning
as rampaging mobs launched
a string of attacks, forcing
the government to clamp cur-
few at 2 pm.

Two persons were killed in
police firing.

Protesters stormed the ci-
ty’s main mosque, set furnitu-
re and carpets on fire and tore
up a copy of the Quran, before
the police drove them out.

“Demonstrators entered
the mosque, threw stones and
partially damaged it,” said po-
lice official Binod Singh.
“They tried to set the building
on fire but police intervened
and prevented them.”

Hundreds gathered at city
landmarks and burnt tyres to
disrupt traffic. The offices of
Moonlight Consultancy Pvt.
Ltd, which had sent the slain
Nepalis to Jordan, were ran-
sacked even as the govern-
ment cancelled its licence for
illegal despatch of citizens to

#Two killed for violating curfew

eaJama Masjid, Nepal’s biggest
mosque, stormed

oClash near Egyptian embassy

#0ffices of Saudi Arabian
Airlines and Qatar Airways
attacked

w»Job agencies sending people
to the Gulf targeted

sEconomic summit called off

Iraq. Nepal does not allow its

nationals to go and work in

Iraq because of security risk.
The demonstrators target-

ed business_ establishments.

owned by R
them was Spacetime Network,
which runs Kathmandu’s
biggest cable network, apart
from a Nepali newspaper and
satellite channel. After the at-
tack, the cable network, which
beams almost 60 channels in-
cluding several that are Indi-
an, went off the air. A mob ran-
sacked the office of Nepal's
biggest media house, Kan-
tipur Publications.

King Gyanendra urged pe-
ople of different faiths to stay

THE TELEGRAPH

calm ina natlon already torn
by a Maoist revolt. “We must
ensure this tragic incident
does not weaken the age-old
fraternal ties, unity and mutu-
al tolerance that exist among
the Nepalese people,” the
palace said.

About 3.5 per cent of
Nepal’s 27 million people are
Muslim, but the country has
no significant history of anti-
Muslim protests or riots.

Protesters shouted “Down
with Islam”, “Long live the
memories of the 12 Nepalis”,
and called for the government
to resign. The Nepalis had
gone to work in Iraq as cooks
and cleaners for a Jordanian
firm.

Crowds burst into the of-
fices of Pakistan Internation-
al Airlines, Saudi Arabian
Airlines and Qatar Airways,
smashing windows and taking
papers and furniture on to the
street to burn.

Clashes with the police .

also erupted outside the Egy-
ptian embassy as a group rans-
acked the adjoining offices of
arecruitment company.

For much of the day, the
capital lay under a pall of
smoke from burning tyres.
The fires were kept going by
crowds that brought out logs
and firewood.

The government announ-
ced national mourning tomor-
row in memory of the dead.

M Picture on Page 4
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" 12 Nepalese hosta

By Atul Aneja’

MANAMA, AUG. 31. An Iraqi mil-
itant group today claimed re-
sponsibility for killing 12
kidnapped Nepalese, shifting
the focus back to a spate of ab-
ductions in Iraq that include
three Indians working for a Ku-
waiti transport company as well
as two prominent French
journalists.

In a videotape posted oh an
Islamic website, a masked man
was shown slitting the throat of
a blindfolded man lying on the
ground, the Associated Press re-
ported. The tape also showed
an armed man firing single
shots from an assault rifle at the
back of the heads of 11 others.
Other pictures showed all 12
beheaded. The authenticity of
the tape has so far not been ver-
ified. The Nepalese Cabinet
held an emergency session to
discuss the reported
executions.

Shortly afterwards, Nepal’s
ambassador to Qatar, Shyama-
nand Suman, was reported to

have told the Nepalese media
over telephone that, “it is a
matter of great sorrow that they
have killed the innocent Nepa-
lese in an inhuman manner.” “I
am going to the Al-Jazeera tele-
vision station to find out more
details,” he said.

The ambassador said the
militants had “murdered” the
12 Nepalese without setting
any deadline or offering to talk,
and that he himself came to
know about the murder from
television.

Vows to fight U.S.

The militant group, Jaish An-
sar al-Sunna, which had car-
ried out the abductions 10 days
ago, said in a statement that,
“We have carried out the sen-
tence of God against 12 Nepa-
lese who came from their
country to fight the Muslims
and to serve the Jews and the
Christians ... believing in Budd-
ha as their God.” The statement
vowed to continue fighting the
Americans. “America today has
used all its force, as well as the

help c%)thers to ﬁgh Islam

under the so-called war on ter-
ror, which is nothing but a vi-
cious crusade against
Muslims.”

At the end of the four-min-
ute video, a man read another
statement off camera, declar-
ing that there would ge no let-
up in the fight against the inter-
im Iraqi Government* “We will
work on exterminating them

until the last fighter,” he said.
Shock in Nepal
Diplomatic sources told

The Hindu that the Nepalese
authorities have been shocked
by the news of the Kkilling.
“There was an anticipation in
Nepal that the hostages would
be released, especially as nego-
tiations for freeing the three In-
dian truck drivers kidnapped in
Iraq appeared to be making
progress,” they said.

Seeking the release of the
hostages, the Nepalese author-
ities had contacted Sheikh
Ahmed Abdul Ghafoor al-Sam-
ree, president of Sunni Awqaf

s killed in Iraq

in Bagh ad On A}%st 27, he
had reportedly appealed to the
militant group to free the cap-
tives. However, the hostage-
takers neither established con-
tact with the Nepali authorities
nor did they forward any de-
mands through any other
channel. Nepal's Minister of
State for Foreign Affairs, Pra-
kash Sharan Mahat, had re- |
portedly said then that his |
Government had sought help
from the Qatar-based Al-Jazee-
ra television, which had earlier
aired a video of the kidnapped,
in order to establish contact
with the militant group. ?
Hardline group

Sources pointed out that un-
like some other outfits in Iraq,
the Jaish Ansar al-Sunna has
been known for its hardline ori-
entation. The group, which has
a strong presence in central
and northern lIraq, is believed
to be an offshoot of the Ansar
al-Islam, which has demon-

strated its leanings towardg the
Al-Qaeda in the past/
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Nepall Cong row,
with Army .- 5
sparks un[pst

Keshav adhan g
Kathmandu, August 29

A ROW between the Army an
the Nepali Congress has sparkes
a fresh bout of unrest in trouble
torn Nepal.

On Sunday, the NC’s youth anc
student wings threw life out o
gear in many districts with
bandhs, chakka jams and rallies.
They were protesting against the
Army’s alleged refusal to allow
NC chief G.P. Koirala to enter the
Kathmandu airport on Saturday. |

The NC activists enforced a
strike in Kathmandu and neigh-
bouring Patan and Bhaktapur. Po-
lice said the protesters damaged
at least 12 vehicles in Kathmandu.
There were reports of roadblocks,
strikes and demonstrations in
Jhapa, Morang, Sunsari, Siraha,
Saptari, Dhanusa, Udaipur, Dhad-
ing, Kaski, Rupendehi and Kapil-
vastu districts.

The NC claimed that the Army
forced Koirala, currently spear-
heading a stir against the 2002
royal takeover, to cancel his trip
to west Nepal's Bhairhawa where
he was scheduled to attend a few
meetings.

The government set up a com-
mittee to probe the incident. A re-
port is expected by Monday. The
Army described the incident as
“unintentional”.

Many  leaders, including
Rashtriya Prajatantra Party
leader and ex-Prime Minister
Surya Bahadur Thapa, decried
the Army’s action,
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THE BLOCKADE OF Kathmandu Valley by
Maoist guerrillas is an unprecedented show of
strength by the eight-year-old insurgency. It con-
stitutes a direct challenge to the authority of the
Nepal Government. The capital city, which de-
pends on land routes for most of its supplies, has
been cut off since the Communist Party of Nepal-
Maoist called the blockade earlier this week de-
manding the release of its arrested cadres. The
ease with which the Maoists have managed to
ensure compliance with their order is not sur-
prising, considering that the armed insurgency
has grown rapidly since its launch in 1996 and
now affects most of the land-locked country. The
insurgents may not have absolute control of any
part of Nepal in the manner of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam in Sri Lanka, but they have
pretty much succeeded in paralysing the work of
government everywhere by relying on a combi-
nation of fear and sympathy to enforce their writ.
Until recently, Kathmandu was one place that
was relatively immune from the insurgency.
True, the Maoists had carried out a couple of
bomb attacks and killed a politician in the city.
Earlier this month, they forced the closure of sev-
eral businesses located in the Valley. But now, by
effectively sealing the capital off, they have
shown they can move the insurgency where it
will hit the country hardest.

The manner in which the Sher Bahadur Deuba
Government responds to the crisis could well de-
termine the future of Nepal’s 14-year-old democ-
racy. The threat from the Maoists, who aim to
establish a republic by doing away with the coun-
try’s constitutional monarchy but whose com-
mitment to a multi-party democracy is far from
clear, is only one aspect of the problem. Another
threat emanates from within Kathmandu. King
Gyanendra has made no secret of his desire to
play a bigger and more direct role in governance
than is laid down for him in the country’s 1990
Constitution. His record speaks for itself. In 2002,

SPIRALLING CRISIS o't 5\%

he dismissed an elected government\and as-
sumed executive powers. He appointed Mr. Deu-
ba Prime Minister in June this year only after
months of agitation and street protests by five
political parties. The new Government is a coali-
tion of four parties including the Communist Par-
ty of Nepal-United Marxist-Leninist (UML), the
country’s second largest party. Although not
elected by the people, it closely reflects the com-
position of the Parliament that the King dissolved
two years ago and represents Nepal's best chance
yet to craft a national consensus on meeting the
Maoist challenge in an imaginative way. But thus
far the Government has not provided any evi-
dence of clear thinking on the issues at stake. A
leadership vacuum at this crucial stage can only
create opportunities for interference by the mon-
arch. Mr. Deuba would do well to win the cooper-
ation of Girija Prasad Koirala, who heads the
Nepali Congress, the country’s biggest political
party; he petulantly refused to join the multi-par-
ty government and has been working at cross-
purposes with it ever since.

The situation should cause concern in India,
which shares a 1,500-km-long open border with
Nepal. The Maoists are known to have links with
like-minded groups on this side of the border.
They have openly expressed their animosity to-
wards India, not least because the Indian Govern-
ment has provided weapons and training to the
Royal Nepal Army to fight the insurgency and
arrested some of their leaders who were in hiding
in India. Indians run many of the businesses the
Maoists have threatened in Nepal. India’s posi-
tion that the insurgency, which has real economic
and social roots, cannot be countered militarily
and that all the constitutional and democratic
forces in Nepal must come together to find a po-
litical solution to it, is sound. New Delhi must
continue to encourage such a resolution to Ne-
pal’s complicated crisis to which many actors
have contributed.
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KATHMANDU, Aug. 24. —
Maoists today called off the
indefinite Kathmandu block-
ade after seven days of
relentless negative publicity
for Nepal’s government in
the eyes of the international
community and untold hard-
ship to people.

A statement by the leaders
of the joint district commit-

tee of the CPN-Maoist issued |

in the evening said the block-
ade was being lifted due to
requests by human rights
organisations, trade unions,
intellectuals and the general
public. The statement was
signed by local level Maoist
leaders Subash Tamang,
Kshitij, Rajman Tamang and
Kajiman Tamang.

However, it warned that
the lifting of the blockade

A government office building, on the outskirts of Kathmandu, destroyed in

an explosion triggered by the Maoists on Tuesday. — AFP

was for a trial period of one
month. After-that, it would
launch even stronger pro-
grammes if the government
ignored their demands.

The Sher Bahadur Deuba

government had undoubtedly
contributed to persuading the
rebels to lift the siege by an
announcement that it would
disclose within a month the
whereabouts of missing Mao-

sts call off blockade -

A

ist cadre and leaders. Despite
a sudden power cut in
Kathmandu, the city rejoiced
at the news. Along with the
valley, the rebels have also lift-
ed the prevailing blockades in
remote districts like Makwan-
pur, Dhading, Nuwakot, Ra-
suwa and Sindhuplachowk.

The lifting of the blockade
could be an indication that
the rebels are.ready to hold
fresh peace talks with the
government,

Though there was no
immediate mention about
the fate of 12 companies that
shut down a day before the
blockade due to a ban im-
posed on them by the
Maoists, it is likely that they
too would reopen soon. This
was not unexpected with Sur-
ya Nepal, a joint venture of
ITC, having recently ex-
pressed hope that the impas-
se would be resolved soon.

-



‘Aepsany uo npuewyjie)y Jo
SHP{SING aYyi uo Aemysiy e U0 UBA € 323D SI3Ip|0S

JUOW © 10J 9PBYI0[q 1] S1SI0®

« WIYHIS J2joue
01Ul Sh uan} A[feuty [[IM Jey} UOTIUSAISIUT UBTpU]
SURIUW UOTIUSAJISIUL UTa10f ‘TedaN uj "quny} s,eol
-IoWY Jopun aqe YoTtym beaJ Jo uejsrueysyy Ioyio
-ue se dn puo [rim redap],, ‘sAes 1] ‘aJey suIdaq uorn
-UaAJ9} U UST0J0] 840J0q S¥[e} 808ad SATASI SISTOBIAL
1e1y} s1s988ns Apjeem nydueg jjor-oxd Ul adIjIe
uy ‘sEuuRyd AJ pue siadedsmau ueipuj uo suns
S)1 pPauUTRI} SBY BIpoW 8ss[edaN ayj ‘O[IUMUBIIA

..'SOL1I0] papueI)s XIS )Sed] Je ul Surjjor aae
S91qe198aA,, ‘PIES [BIOIJJO 20I8WWO) JO JsquIey)
InduemyeA V ‘suterd ol[} 0} pauLIn}ad SYon.I} Aueul
‘peaads orued SV "9J9Y JO 1SBaYINOS WY (9 JOLUSIP
InduemyeIy Ul 3unred je (eIpU] YIIM npueunney]
s109UU00 YOIYMm) Srewifey ueAnyqlyy, ysnoayy np
-uBWYIEY 0} Sa[qeIadon Surhired syonal ssaredsN
0M] 9Ze[qE 19S5 SISTORIA 9] ‘Surusas Aepssn, uQ

‘UMOUY 194 10U aJom 9PTS S[9(ad 9] U0 sarjfens
-ep Kemysty oY) Surfronred aiem Aay) afIym @18y
JO ISBaYIIOU WY G/ IOLNSTP Hoyorednypurs ur Aea
-ney) Ie SISIPI0S 9} U0 Pall] SISTORIA 9Y) PTes s[e1d

“[JJO "oPesd0[q NPUEBUIYIey] I8y} Yealq 0} syduie)
-Je S AWLITY 93 1surese s[aqal oy} Aq 9dUR)SISsI JO
108 1SITJ 9} SBM SIUL “19qLY, Y3IM NPUBWYIE] $}09U
-U00 YoTyM ‘Siewiey OYTUIY U0 YSnquie Ue Ul [ou
-uosJad Away asaredoN TBAOY 9AL POITIY SISIOBN
a1) Je)Je SINOY SUIRD JUSEUNoUUe 9s11dIns s,

$121p|0S |14 SjaqaY

‘weaJjsurewr ay} 0 uanjad
pUE 92US[0TA MATISa 0} SISIOBIA Sul[[a] A[JUERISUO0D
u9aq Sey BIpu] "SISIOBN 9} jeeJep Apurol 0} saray
-Unod [[e JI0J pasu ay} pajelsital SN oYl Kepuo
uQ "s[egal a3 uo aanssaxd [eUO)BUISIUT PUE [eUOT}
-eU SUNUNOW 0} Pa1I8Ja.l SI9A19S(0 Juapuadapu]

Ayyeduiss sordoad oy} 3UISO] 1SE] I9M
A3y, ‘poppe redeN deepeid Jequisuwr oxngirjod
(astutuer] ISTXIBN patyiuf)) TedoN jJo Alred jstunwu
-wo)) WeaIjsuleA . Suiyl poos e ST JIas)1 apeyd0[q
a1} JO [emeapyIIm 3y} KemAuy apeyhorq ay)} ure}
-sns 0} uotirsod e ur jou a.1om EmﬁomE ) 9: ‘padIewt

-3l 1BURN UsSexeld J9)JSIUIW USI8J0] 9)elS
‘anSore1p 10 TTe2 S,JUSWUISA0S
ay} uo pue ‘adered ay} YITm SHUL] aARY JUTY) L3}
oym sy 81q 0T JO SINSO[D 9] UO JUS[IS TI8AIMOY
‘aJe S[aga1 a1, “JOLISIP Surpey Ul SI8Pea] J0TUssS
om] JO SUTIIY S, qIuoul }se| ojul 8qoad e pue sinoqe
-0JoUM I8} JO 9INSO[ISIP JI0 SIOPEI] J13Y3} JO 9SBa[
-91 pepn[oul 18y} SPUBUIAP JO Joqunu e Jo 3roddns
Ul apesoo[q sy} uesaq S[aqad a1y} Kepsaupap uQ
. USuISSauIsSng pue s[enjos[[ejul ‘satpoq
syydta wewny Aq speadde 03 asuodsaa ur ape¥d0[q
9} UMBIPYIIM SABY 9M "PI[ITIINY }0U 3J€ SpUBLp
JNO J1 UOTIOR SUOIIS SIOU ¥} [[TM OM,, ‘PallIem np
-ueuIyies] SUIrpunoIINs JusuIaAos s,a91doad,, oy}
JO S)TUN JOLAISTP XIS Aq ponsst jusuiaie)s jutof v
"IUOUI € 10} ‘T ISnSny uo uedaq YoTym ‘apeido[q np
-UBUI}RY 9)TULJepUl J1oy) papuadsns s[aga.l JSTOBIN
se Jer[aa Jo USIS e peaeay Aepseng, NO TVJAN

(%V»@Q«

¥z ISNINy ‘npunpwyIny
ueypeid ABYSay[

7

29 AUG A

TAN TG

2

i

THE HIDU



Nepal Under Siege,
. . Jutro
Maoist rebels bring Himalayan

(v \A kingdom to a standstill 24 \%

We have long warned that the situation in Nepal'is
fast spinning out of control. Recent events suggest thai
in fact things might get worse than we thought. For
almost the past week Maoist rebels who operated only in
farflung areas of the country have now sealed off
Kathmandu from vital supplies by blocking routes
from India. At the same time, police outposts in the
further realms of the country are still under attack. On
Sunday evening, at least one government soldier
was killed and six policemen taken hostage when
rebels launched a major offensive in Khangala town in
western Nepal. New Delhi repeats that it is ‘watching
the situation carefully’. But it is becoming increasingly
obvious that a more energetic engagement needs to be
made by India in this strategic and sensitive backyard.
The grapevine has it that India has stepped up supplies
of arms and materiel to help the Nepalese forces
combat the Maoists. There must have been back-door
diplomacy to try to bring the contending parties to the
negotiating table. However, so far a solution has remained
elusive, with the rebels insisting that a total ceasefire
and the calling of a constituent assembly should be the
precondition for talks.

The palace would be reluctant — to put it mildly — to
liquidate itself. However, some concessions have to
be made by both sides. The point is — which party or
parties are best suited to play the honest broker?
Considering India’s close economic, social and cultural
ties with the Himalayan kingdom, New Delhi would
seem to be ideally suited for the role. But India has, for
far too long, been seen as a big bully, not only by Nepal
but by other smaller neighbours as well. Any talks
held under the obvious auspices of India would be doomed
to failure. So, what are the alternatives? The present
situation obviously cannot be permitted to continue.
On their part, the Maoists, splintered as they are, have
said they would be willing for a UN-monitored process.
New Delhi and other friends of Nepal should try and
persuade the palace to accede to this request. The donor
agencies and NGOs, whose presence in Nepal cannot
be wished away, could also play a positive role by
endorsing such a move. Insurgency has bpsught Nepal’s
tourism-driven economy to a grinding
of India being saddled Wnot r refugee problem

is not exactly remote.
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Army escorts Indian food

supphes to

Keshav Pradhan & Agenc1es Q
Kathmandu, August 23 ((/
WITH MAOISTS reluctant to resume
peace talks, Nepal on Monday began
an all-out attempt to break their Kath-
mandu blockade that began on Au-
gust 18. It focused more on Tribhuvan
Rajmarg, which leads to India, than
Arniko Rajmarg, which connects the
capital with Tibet. India, meanwhile,
has reportedly sent 70 trucks contain-
ing essential commodities to help
break the blockade.

Right from morning, Army helicop-
ters were sent on recee to keep the
rebels away from hilltops overlooking
the two highways. Army personnel in
India-made mine protection vehicles
(MPV) were seen leading convoys of
vehicles along Tribhuvan Rajmarg.

Movement of people and vehicles
on Tribhuvan Rajmarg was much
higher than before. An Army officer
at Naubishe in Maoist-infested Dhad-
ing district said, “The rebels no lon-
ger have the advantage of heights.”
The Maoists have not so far put up re-
sistance anywhere. By one pm, 125
vehicles, including seven Indian
trucks laden with foodstuff, entered
Kathmandu through Tribhuvan Raj-
marg. Altogether 138 vehicles entered
Kathmandu from Nagdhunga pass in
the Tribhuvan Highway and 336 left
the capital till 4 pm today, on the sixth
day of the Maoist economic blockade,
the army said. On Sunday, their num-
ber was just 77. In normal times,
about 1,200 trucks reach Kathmandu
from the Nepalese plains and India.

There was hardly any movement of
vehicles between Tibet and Kathman-
du. Traders use this 110-km route to
bring Chinese goods to Kathmandu,
most of which clandestinely find
their way into India. Compared to
Tribhuvan Rajmarg, the number of
security posts here were much less.

At Sangha on Arniko Rajmarg, a
police official said, “Whatever vehi-
cles we see here are from neighbour-
ing districts.” The rebels are well en-
trenched here and run a parallel gov-
ernment in many villages.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba, while rejecting the
UN offer to mediate in talks with the
rebels, has not ruled out an expanded
role for India in resolving the conflict
in the Himalayan kingdom.

He again urged the rebels to end
their blockade as also their agitation
against the Indian business houses
and other multinationals. “If the
Maoists are really concerned about

Kathmandu

L AN

Nepalese police officers frisk motorcyclists at a checkpoint in Kathmandu on Monday.

the peace process, they must end the
blockade and strikes against the in-
dustries,” he said.

Deputy Prime Minister Bharat Mo-
han Adhikari said the government
was ready to declare a ceasefire if the
Maoists were ready to come to the ne-
gotiating table. “We need to start the
talks without setting any pre-condi-
tion,” he said. A key rebel demand for
ending the blockade is that the gov-
ernment stop calling them terrorists.
The tag keeps guerrilla leaders hid-
ing in the mountains to avoid arrest.

Asked about the terrorist label, Ad-
hikari said: “Let them come to the ne-
gotiation table. We will discuss what-

ever they want.” The government on
Friday agreed to another demand by
saying it would release within a
month information on an unspecified
number of leftist activists who have
gone missing in the civil war, which
has claimed 10,000 lives since 1996.

But in a sign the moves were not
enough, the Maoists stormed a town
in northwestern Nepal late Saturday
and launched small-scale attacks in
the blockaded capital. Prem Bahadur
Thokare, a small-time contractor, was
hit by two bullets as he walked Mon-
day past the tightly guarded home of
an army officer in Kathmandu.
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BANGLADESH OPPOSITION leader
and former PM Sheikh Hasina Wajed
was the prime target of Saturday’s at-
tack when — after a failed grenade as-
sault on her — assailants tried to gun
her down. That she survived had more
to do with the presence of mind of her
party workers rather than any security
detail. The latest attacks could be an at-
tempt to exploit the longstanding acri-
mony between the Awami League and

the Bangladesh National Party But.

Prime Minister Khalida Zia needs to act
strongly to reassure Ms Hasina and the
world that the ruling BNP will not suc-
cumb to terrorism.

If there’s something more disturbing
than the weekend’s bomb blasts, it’s
probably the way these explosions tie in
with a deadly pattern of violence. This
year alone bombings have ranged from
Sylhet in the northeast to the capital,
Dhaka, to Khulna in the southwest. Over
the last five years, at least 140 people
were killed in bomb blasts, as unknown

Dhaka disruptions
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assailants targeted cinemas, opRosition
rallies, newspaper editors any the
shrine of an Islamic saint. Begum Khal-
ida’s government denies that it has en-
couraged this climate of violence. But
the identity of those responsible is no se-
cret. Neither is their goal of destroying
the secular institutions of the country.

Unfortunately, in its contest with the
Awami League, the ruling BNP has not
hesitated to ally itself with some of
these radical Islamic groups like the Ja-
maat-e-Islami and encourage a climate
of licence that enables several insur-
gent groups active in India to shelter in
Bangladesh. Both the parties could do
well to learn from Nepal where fighting
between political parties made the par-
liamentary system non-functional and
has allowed Maoist extremists to take
control. Indian options may be limited,
but it can’t be complacent to the devel-
opments that could lead to yet another
neighbour going down the route of
chaos and anarchy. /1
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/SZIX OFFICES TORCHED, THREE ABDUCTED

Maoists

evastate

Jumla district HQ

Statesman News Service

KATHMANDU, Aug. 22.
— The Maoists last night
launched a daring attack in
Jumla district, destroying
over six government offices
and abducting three peo-
ple, including a senior gov-
ernment official.
. Armed with long-range
weapons, the rebels
attacked Khalanga in the
midwestern district from
at 11 p.m. and continued
the raid till this morning
despite the army flying in
reinforcements from west-
ern  headquarters in
Nepalgunj and Surkhet.
At least one security per-
sonnel was killed while 10
rebels were reportedly
wounded. After the raid,
the body of a Maoist was
left behind, reports said.
Infrastructure  worth
millions was destroyed as
the Maoists torched the
offices of the district
development authorities,
land revenue, agriculture
development, water and
power supply and the dis-
trict prison. While -earlier
reports said five prisoners
had fled after the jail was
destroyed, three were said
to have returned.
Khalanga had been sub-
jected to another devastat-
ing attack by the rebels
last year.
Other reports of individ-
ual killings, strikes and

——

Nepal yet to confirm abductions

KATHMANDU, Aug. 22. — Nepal has said that it is yet to
confirm the reports of abduction of its 12 nationals by
militants in Iraq, the state media reported today.

“We have not received any information about the incident,
and the government has also asked the Nepalese embassy
in Pakistan to confirm it," the government daily The Rising
Nepal quoted labour minister Mr Raghuji Pant as saying.
The Nepalese embassy in Islamabad looks after Nepal's
diplomatic affairs with Iraqg as there is no Nepalese
diplomatic representative in Irag. A three-member enquiry
committee headed by secretary in the ministry of labour and
transport, Mr Narayan Prasad Silwal, is looking into the

abduction issue, it said.

Communication minister Md Mohsin said efforts will be
made for their release through UN agencies and human
rights organizations working in Iraq once all information
surrounding the abduction are received.

Media reports quoting a statement posted on an Islamic
website on Friday, said an Iragi outfit has announced the
purported abduction of 12 Nepalese men on the night of 19-
20 August for cooperating with US forces in Irag. — PTI

blockades kept pouring in.

The student wing of the
rebels called a strike in
Dhading, Nuwakot and
Rasuwa, three areas that
have been targeted for
repeated such measures
since two of their leaders
were killed by security
forces recently. The high-
way to Makwanpur was

been ordered out.
Anti-Maoist rally

More than 25,000 protestors
comprising  industrialists
and labourers held a rally in
Kathmandu today to
denounce the closure of 12
multinational companies,
including Indian firms, due

also blockaded and—the—to the Maoist threat.

rebels, in a surprise move,
were reported to have shut
down the hotel in Ne-
palgunj where they had
held their last round of
peace talks with the gov-
ernment last year. Ten
tourists staying in the
hotel were said to have

Around 200 organisations,
including various industries,
schools, hotels, transport
companies, garment facto-
ries, travel entrepreneurs
participated in the peaceful
rally called by Federation of
Nepalese Chamber of Indus-
tries and Commerce.
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"he fear within

QU &‘J\ g}Nepal s Maoists going too far \/C(,

he Mam threat to close 18 industries — among these

Indo-Nepalese joint ventures like Surya Nepal, the larg-
est tobacco manufacturer, and Hotel Soaltee Crown Plaza —
for what they call “anti-people” and “exploitative activities”
confirms suspicions that the recent torching of more than a
dozen Indian oil tankers was no isolated incident. Intended
to create tension by whipping up anti-Indian sentiments, the
diktat has ostensibly caused cold feet in industrial circles.
| This comes when the Himalayan kingdom’s political stability
and security are in grave danger; the concern is not
unfounded. Delhi must do more than seek Nepal’s
protection for Indian enterprise. A way out must be found
for permanent industrial peace since a large number of
Indians work in that country. If the Maoists do not relent,
thousands of workers will be jobless and Nepal’s economy,
already in the doldrums, will flounder. A conducive
atmosphere is what people expect to revive the sagging
tourism industry, the country’s mainstay which directly and
indirectly employs about 200,000 people. Hopefully, the
reported efforts by the Federation of Nepalese Chambers of
Commerce to hold talks with Maoists will bear fruit.

The Maoists must also realise they are hurting those they
have sworn to serve. Since their rebellion began in 1996,
thousands of able-bodied Nepalese have fled their homes
and sought employment in India and other countries. Of
some consolation is their softening attitude towards private
schools which are limping back to normalcy. On the political
front, the Deuba government is said to be in secret contact
with the Maoists, reason being that the public will be told
only in the event of a positive breakthrough. Peace hinges
such slippery footholds but hope springs eternal.




Nepali Congress activists protest against Maoists in Kathmandu on Sunday.

Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, August 22

IGNORING THE govern-
ment’s repeated calls for di-
alogue, Maoists late on Sat-
urday raided a western Ne-
palese district town, set ab-
laze several offices and de-
stroyed an airstrip, as an-
gry traders rallied on the
streets of Kathmandu to
protest a crippling rebel bl-
ockade of the capital.
Officials said the insur-
gents mounted their at-
tack on Khalanga, head-
quarters of Jumila district,
around midnight. During
the six-hour fighting, they
burnt down revenue, de-
velopment, administra-
tion and court offices.
Several hundred Mao-
ists broke into the district
jail and freed six people.
They killed a soldier and
abducted nine people, in-
cluding six policemen.
They retreated when secu-
rity reinforcements reac-
hed Khalanga in helicop-
ters. Casualties on the
rebels’ side are not known.
There was panic in the
eastern Nepalese districts

of Panchthar and Ilam,
bordering Sikkim and
Darjeeling, after the rebels
threatened to attack their
district headquarters, Ph-
idim and Ilam.

Police at Khalanga said
the bodies of five dead
rebels had been found. Lo-
cals said the rebels had
physically carried some 20
to 25 wounded colleagues.

While there has been
limited violence in the cap-

ital, security was tightened
Sunday as industrialists
and other opponents of the
Maoists marched through
the city, burning tyres and
chanting slogans.

The industrialists carr-
ied placards reading “Stop
blockade”, “Allow busi-
nesses and industries to
run smoothly!” and “Let
us live peacefully!”

Trucks of police and sol-
diers were stationed at in-

Nepal 1\</§a()1st§ w;*e”i( havoc

Govt offices burnt m Prisoners freed mCops abducted

AFP

tersections throughout the
capital, with armed guards
setting up checkpoints on
key roads, witnesses said.

Very few vehicles were
seen moving on the streets
of Kathmandu due to a
general strike called by
victims of Maoist rebel
activities, They have been
joined in their strike by
students protesting an in-
-crease in the price of pe-
troleum products.

The Nepal Consumers
Forum said the combined
effect of the blockade and
the strike had seen inter-
city traffic coming to a
near-halt on Sunday, de-
spite increased security
along the highways.

The Maoists further in-
tensified the Kathmandu
blockade that began on
Wednesday. Movement of
people and vehicles on
Tribhuvan Rajmarg, whi-
ch connects Kathmandu
with India, was abysmally
low because of a rebel-
sponsored strike in Mak-
wanpur district.

The Army kept close
watch on the highways

from helicopters. /
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| off for a third day by a
i rebel-imposed blockade.

A L

GOPAL SHARMA
KATHMANDU, AUGUST 20

B4

SUSPECTED Maoist guer-

rillas set off two bombs in and -

around Nepal’s capital on Fri-
day, wounding two people as the
commercial centre remained cut

Two men shot and wounded a
policeman guarding a govern-
ment building in central Kath-
mandu before they entered the
building and planted a crude
bomb under a staircase, police
said. The blast, which also
wounded a passing motorcyclist,
left twisted metal frames and
glass littering the area around the
city’s busy Dilli Bazar area.

“The rebels are targeting pub-
lic places where there are crowds,
a police officer said. “Luckily, not
many people were around here
asitwasstill early in the day.”

Hours earlier, suspected
rebels set off a bomb at an empty

| police post on the outskirts of

Kathmandu. The blasts are seen
as an attempt to scare people and
ensure the blockade of major
roads into the city is not violated.

The unprecedented siege of
Kathmandu began on Wednes-

Troops inspect a blast slte at a police post In the outskirts of
Kathmandu on Friday. Reuters

day and is being enforced
through fear of attack by the
Maoists. They have not blocked
highways or prevented vehicles
from moving in and out of the
capital but drivers are too scared
to take the risk.

The blockade has began to
bite, triggering fuel rationing and
driving up food prices. The
rebels called for the blockade to
press demands for investigations
into the alleged killing of com-
rades, release of some jailed
members and information about
missing guerrillas. Four bomb
blasts, also blamed on the guer-

rillas, rocked Nepal’s Soaltee
Crowne Plaza hotel on Monday
but caused no injuries. Those
blasts forced the hotel and nine
other companies, including a
Coca-Cola bottler and a tobacco
company joint venture with In-
dia’s ITC Ltd and British Ameri-
can Tobacco, to shut down fol-
lowing rebel threats.

But the blockade did not
mean the rebels could overrun
the heavily guarded capital any-
time soon, Deputy PM Bharat
Mohan Adhikary said on Thurs-
day, adding that he wanted to call
for peace talks. —Reuters
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KATHMANDU, Aug. 20.
Nepal's government
today sought to lift the
Maoists’ ban on some
major business houses and
the blockade of Kath-
mandu by partially conced-
ing to the rebels’ demands.

After a special Cabinet
meeting held at Prime
Minister Mr Sher Bahadur
Deuba’s residence today,

. the government announced
, it would disclose the where-
, abouts of the missing lead-

ers and cadre of the trade
union and student union

 affiliated to the Maoists.

While the student union
had called the Kathmandu
blockade from 18 August,
the trade wunion had
announced a ban on 12
companies from 17 August.

The two organisations

have been defnanding the
disclosure of\the where-
abouts of theirjmissing lea-
ders, compensation for the
families of those killed by
security forces and release
of two trade union leaders
Kumar Dahal and Min-
prasad Chapagain, who are
held in Patna jail in Bihar.

Information and com-
munications minister Dr
Mohammad Mohsin, who
is also the spokesman of
the Deuba government,
today said the where-
abouts of the missing peo-
ple would be made public
within a month.

Asked why the govern-
ment conceded the de-
mand so belatedly and lost
the nation millions due to
the closure of the busi-
nesses and the blockade,
Dr Mohsin said the gov-
ernment was not ready to
give in to pressure tactics.

THE STATESMAN

L 50p, o Maoists

“We have been asking
the Maoists to come to the
talks table but they have
not shown the necessary
preparations,” he said.
First they employ their
students, then trade
unions and women to
pressure us we do not
accept this strategy.”

While the government
hopes to mollify the rebels
with the announcement, it
is also trying to persuade
the public and especially
transport operators, to dis-
obey the blockade call.

Dr Mohsin said the gov-
ernment has set aside Rs
59,000 to pay compensation
to those whose vehicles
were damaged during earti-
er demonstrations and
shutdowns. The govern-
ment would also provide
security for industries, he
said, urging the closed busi-

ness houses to reopen. /
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‘Deputy PM ready for

talks as

blockade hurts atmgnandu

GOPAL SHARMA

KATHMANDU, AUGUST 19 XJ‘ A()"J\
\

THE fear of attack kept most ve-

hicles off roads leading to Nepal’s

. capital for a second day on Thursday
as authorities sought talks toenda
siege called by Maoist insurgents.

The call for an indefinite block-
ade by the guerrillas, who have
threatened to attack vehicles that vi-
olate it, has disrupted the supply of
food and goods to Kathmandu.

But life was largely unaffected,
Kathmandu residents said, and there
wasno sign of panicbuying. )

The guerrillas have not physi-
cally stopped the movement of ve-
hicles since the blockade began on
Wednesday and there has been no
violence. But the fear of the
Maoists’ hit-and-run tactics have
forced people to fall in line, analysts
~said, barring some vehicles with
Army escorts.

A secutity personnef keeps a
watch on Prithvi highway outside
Kathmandu on Thursday. AP/PT/

Deputy PM Bharat Mohan Ad-
hikary urged the rebels to begin
peace talks to help end the revolt.

“We have urged businesses and the
publicnot tobowto rebel threats and
assured them security,” Adhikary
said. “What else canwe do?”

“Neither can we finish the
Maoists, nor can they capture Singha
Durbar. Both must accept co-exis-
tence,” he said. “We are ready to
solve the problem peacefully. We ate
ready to talk to them without any”
condition,” he said. s

The rebels called the blockade to
demand the release of detained
guerrillas, a probe into the alleged
killings of activists and information
about thousands of missing com-
rades. Authorities say Kathmandu is
estimated to have about two weeks”
stocks of food, cooking eil and petro-
leum products.

The US condemned the fresh
trouble in Nepal, saying the threats .
and violence by the rebels showed
their disregard for the well-being of

the Nepalese people. —ReuteV
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Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, August 19

WITH THE Maoists contin-
uing to blockade Kathman-
du, the Nepal government
on Thursday asked them to
return to peace talks. But
the rebels have so far ruled
out any dialogue with the
palace-installed governme-
nt, describing it as “hired
agents of feudal rulers.”
On the occasion of the
77th birthday of Queen
Mother Ratna, which is cel-
ebrated as Children’s Day
here, Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Bharat Mohan Ad-
hikary said, “We ask the
Maoists to respect the good
intentions of the govern-
ment and return to the ne-
gotiating table.”
Meanwhile, Nepal has
begun getting internation-
al backing in the wake of
the blockade. The US be-
came the first country to
condemn the Maoists for
“undermining Nepal’s eco-
nomic, political and social
development with threats
and violence.” It described
as “reprehensible” Mon-
day’s bomb attacks on Ho-
tel Soaltee and closure of
businesses by the rebels.
Washington ordered block-
ing of Maoist assets in the
US and banned Americans
from transactions and
dealings with the rebels.
Amnesty International
expressed concern at the
siege as well as the Maoist

threat to press freedom. -

Britain’s special envoy; Sir
Jeffrey James, also met
Nepalese leaders.

Various media organisa-
tions held countrywide
demonstrations against
the recent killing of a Ra-
dio Nepal correspondent
by the rebels. Though far
from the truth, some of the
dailies carried only the
government version of the
blockade that claimed it as
a flop show.
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‘Nepal Maoists turn
olive branch

AP
Soldiers stand guard at Prithvi highway on the outskirts of
Kathmandu on Thursday.

Media trains guns on Maoists

THE NEPALESE media
has trained its guns on
Maoists as they move
closer to Kathmandu. On
Wednesday, over 200 me-
dia personnel marched
through the streets of
Kathmandu to protest
against the recent killing
of Radio Nepal corre-
spondent Dekendraraj T-
hapa in western Nepal.
The local media, whi-
ch was earlier accused of
supporting the Commu-
nist rebellion, threaten-
ed to black out news con-
cerning the Maoists. A
majority of broadsheets
published here did not
carry any story on the
Kathmandu blockade.
Instead, Kantipur, the

kingdom’s largest Nepali
language daily, carried a
file photograph of Thapa
being welcomed by the
rebels at a programme in
Kalikot. The caption sa-
id, “The Maoists are kill-
ing the very people wh-
om it used to welcome in

the past.”
The paper, for which
Maoist leaders often

write, carried as its lead
story the rebels’ alleged
threat to eliminate 10
more journalists. A
front-page héadline in
Nepal Samacharpatra
screamed, “If the Maoist
leadership does not apol-
ogise, the media will boy-
cott them”.

HTC, Kathmandu
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ers have argued that the streak is there any-
way in the ideology of communism. Nepal's
Maoists make no secret that they want to thrive on
spreadingdisorder. Their latest offensive — an in-
definite economic blockade around Kathmandu
— is, however, more cynical than infantile. It
comes glose on the heels of the shutdown that
theyAforced on a dozen business ventures on the
plga that these filled the coffers of the country’s
royal family at the expense of the workers. They
ave forced other shutdowns — on tourism and
transport sectors and educational institutions,
while turning the country into a killing field. The
Maoists’ gameplan is to shut the country down
and hold its government to ransom. It would be
simplistic to assume that they do these only to for-
ce the government into fresh peace negotiations.
For they do not accept the legitimacy of the pres-
ent or any other government or even the constitu-
tion. This is apparent from their demands that in-
clude the abolition of the country’s constitutional
monarchy and the setting up of a constituent as-
sembly to draft a new republican constitution. Al-
though they have joined — and walked out of —
several rounds of peace talks in the past, they use
these only as a ploy. All their demands and offen-
sives are thus a call to disorder and anarchy.
Successive governments in Nepal have tried —
and failed — to buy peace with the Maoists. But
there is one lesson from the failed attempts that
the government of Mr Sher Bahadur Deuba must
take. It is that no peace comes through the barrel
of a gun. A government that succumbs to peace
talks at gunpoint is bound to be disappointed with
the outcome. Mr Deuba’s is an interim govern-
ment that was appointed by the palace, and whose
legitimacy has been questioned by the kingdom’s
largest political party, the Nepali Congress. Obvi-
ously, the Maoists want to exploit this vacuum in
the political process. Their differences notwith-
standing, the government and the parties must
come together to call the Maoists’ bluff. Also,
there is a larger dimension to the rebels’ threat. It
is a challenge to the region’s security and to bilat-
eral relations between Nepal and India. The Mao-
ists receive arms and logistical support from their
Indian comrades, thereby threatening India’s
own security. New Delhi has to stand by Nepal in
the interest of its own and the region’s security:.
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Kathmandu
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KATHMANDU, Aug. 18.
— The -Maoists today en-
forced an indefinite block-
ade of Kathmandu inten-
ded to cut off food and
other essential commodity

supplies to Nepal’s capital.
*  -The rebels have also is-
sued death threats to 10
journalists in Nepal. The
threats follow the killing of
Dekendra Raj Thapa, a

journalist associated with

Radio Nepal. :
Even though the govern-
ment, deployed additional
security forces, trucks and
buses carrying essential
goods did not ply on the
highways connecting Kath-
mandu with other districts,
fearing Maoist attacks. On-
ly a few passenger buses op-
erated around the Kath-

mahndu valley.
A high-level meeting of
the Nepalese security

agencies yesterday deci-
ded to accelerate security
arrangements across the
country. Deputy Prime
Minister Mr Bharat Mo-
han Adhikary said after
the meeting that the gov-
ernment was determined

%s‘!"

off .

to foil the rebels’ attempt
to cut off Kathmandu.

The blockade of Kath-
mandu comes a day after
the Maoists forced multi-
national companies, in-
cluding some Indian firms,
to suspend their opera-
tions in Nepal. The Mao-
ists had said the compa-
nies were being forced to
close down due to their
“exploitation” of workers
and “spying activities”.

Concerned over the de-
velopment, the ambassa-
dors and charge d’affaires
of five countries — India,
France, Germany, the
USA and Britain — met
Prime Minister Mr Sher
Bahadur Deuba today, ur-
ging him to resolve the im-
passe through talks.

Mr Deuba said his gov-
ernment was committed to
providing security for for-
eign investors and had
beefed up safety measures
to foil the blockade.

Meanwhile, the rebels is-
sued threats to two jourmal-

ists associated with the”

leading Kantipur Daily and
eight others working in re-
mote areas where the Mao-
ists have stronghold.

TMan
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‘/ﬁombs thrown at Soaltee
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Nepal panics

Kathmandu, Aug. 16 (Agen-
cies): Amanonabicycle threw
at least four bombs into the
compound of the Soaltee
Crowne Plaza hotel in Nepal’s
capital today but no one was
injured.

Six multinational firms,
including Indo-Nepal joint
venture Surya Nepal, an-
nounced closure of their oper-
ations in view of Maoist
rebels’ threats.

The attack in Kathmandu
came on the eve of a deadline
by the Maoists to shut down 10
companies, including the lux-
ury hotel, accusing them of
unfair labour practices in the
Himalayan state.

Hours after the blasts, the
hotel, which had earlier re-
fused to bow to the rebel
threat, said it would be closed
tomorrow and its guests
would be moved to other ho-
tels in Kathmandu.

“The explosions took place
within a gap of a few min-
utes,” an interior ministry of-
ficial said. “The bombs fell

near the empty tennis court at
the back of the hotel. Sono one
was injured.” Police said the
bombs had caused two big
craters in the ground near the
tennis court.

There were no claims of re-
sponsibility for the blasts. The
official blamed Maoist insur-
gents who have been fighting
since 1996 to replace the con-
stitutional monarchy with
communist rule. The Maoist
revolt has killed more than
10,000 people in Nepal. Today’s
attack was the first targeting a
luxury hotel in the Nepali cap-
ital.

“The security of our
guests is of prime concern,” a
Soaltee manager, who did not
want to be identified, said.
“Due to security concerns, we
are closing down the hotel
from tomorrow.”

The hotel, which is man-
aged by a Hong Kong-based
subsidiary of Britain’s Inter-
Continental Hotels Group, is

particularly popular with In-
dian tourists.

The ,




‘Deuba for consensus on
dialogue with Maoists

By Nirupama Subramanian

KATHMANDU, JULY 27. The new
Government in Nepal wants to
open a dialogue with the
Maoists “straightaway” but will
first work at formulating a
broad national consensus on its
position for negotiations,  the
Prime Minister, Sher Bahadur
Deuba, told The Hindu in a re-
cent interview.

“My priority is to ensure that
mainstream political parties
and the King should have a
common approach to deal with
the Maoists. I want to enter into
a dialogue with the Maoists but
we must first have a common
position,” Mr. Deuba said.

Mr. Deuba, leader of the Ne-
pali Congress-Democratic
(NCD), was appointed Prime
Minister on June 2 by King Gya-
nendra. The King had dismissed
his elected Government in Oc-
tober 2002 and assumed exec-
utive powers. Parliament had
already been dissolved. Two
Governments followed in quick
succession, both led by Prime

Ministers handpicked by the °

King.

After protests by five political
parties against the monarch
that disrupted Kathmandu for
two months earlier this year, the
King asked the politicians to
choose a candidate who could
head an all-party government.

‘Reinstatement’

When they failed to do so, he
reappointed Mr. Deuba who
now heads a four-party coali-
tion, of which the Communist
Party of Nepal-United Marxist-
Leninist (UML) is the largest
partner. Mr. Deuba called it his
“reinstatement.”

But the Nepali Congress
(NC), Nepal's biggest party,
headed by G.P. Koirala, has

stayed out, on the ground that
as a Government appointed by
the King, it has no legitimacy.

Mr. Deuba said that unlike
the two previous Governments,
his was the most representative
of the last Parliament, and en-
joyed the support of “70 per
cent” of its members. The Prime
Minister said this gave his Gov-
ernment the legitimacy to nego-
tiate with the Maoists.

o : %
He said he would hold elec-
tions as soon as possible so that
Parliament could be restored.
Politicians fear elections in the
current security atmosphere
could prove violent.

“That is why I am saying I
would like a final solution (with
the Maoists) before holding
elections,” Mr. Deuba said.

‘Discreet negotiations’

The Prime Minister said he
had not established contact
with the Maoists. He favoured
discreet negotiations. “I feel an
open dialogue may create prob-
lems. They come with their po-
sition on the table, we go with
ours on the table. It is very diffi-
cult to retreat.”

But Mr. Deuba reiterated his

Government’s well-known po-
sition on negotiations. “We be-
lieve in constitutional
monarchy. And we believe in
multi-party democracy. We are
not prepared to compromise
against either of these. Other
things, we can discuss.”

Mr. Deuba, whose Govern-
ment called a ceasefire and be-
gan a peace process with the
Maoists in 2001, ruled out a cea-
sefire before talks this time. The
2001 process, and another peac
process in 2003, also accompa-
nied by a ceasefire, failed.

“I don’t think a ceasefire will
help this time. Maybe, after the
bottom-line is agreed upon by
both sides. But not now. Be-
cause of the failure of peace
talks twice, we have to change
the modalities this time.”

He said only a dialogue could
evolve a common ground for
negotiations with the Maoists,
who were demanding the aboli-
tion of the constitutional mon- |
archy and the establishment of
a republic.

‘U.N. role not needed’

The Maoists recently floated
the idea of the United Nations
as a mediator, but Mr. Deuba
said that was not necessary yet.

“We would first like to solve
this problem ourselves. Let us
try. If we fail, we can go for out-
side help from anybody, any
country, any institution.”

Mr. Deuba, who was among
the politicians agitating against
King Gyanendra two months
ago, said the monarch had now
accepted his role as a constitu-
tional monarch.

“The King has announced
that sovereignty has been given
to the people and executive
power to the Prime Minister. [
think he is now cooperatin ’
with us,” he said. C
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CONFLICT

’\\ GP Kmrala EmphaS|ses Restorat|on Of Pratlnldh| Sabha

irija Prasad Koirala, the
GNepah Congress president,

celebrated his 80th birthday
on 4 July in New Delhi’s general
and political heat. Of course, he
was oblivious of it, for, in Nepal
the dates are overwhelmingly
counted in accordance with the
Vikram Samvat calendar. How-
ever, Girija Prasad, who had
come to New Delhi for a general
medical check-up, did not leave

anyone in doubt that the move- -

ment he had launched against
the “regression” in Nepal would
continue unabated. In fact, he
stressed that no government in
Nepal would be worth its name
without the inclusion of the Ne-
pali Congress — and he empha-
tically asserted that the NC
would not join the Sher Bahadur
Deuba government. For there
was no difference in the modus
operandi and modus vivendi of
the incumbent government and
the governments of Surya Baha-
dur Thapa and Lodendra Baha-
dur Chand. .

Formidable front

Koirala, who has achieved the
distinction of having the longest
tenure in the post-1900 multi-
party democracy phase, appears
determined to give primacy to
principle over power. At the ipe
age of 80, he leaves none in
doubt about his mental and phy-
sical agility. Without doubt,
those interested in a functional
and participatory democracy in
the kingdom are looking at
Koirala.

The movement launched by
five important political parties in
the Himalayan kingdom aims at
fighting against regression
("Pratigaman” in Nepali). This
came into being after the Ne-
pal’s popularly -elected Pratini-
dhi Sabha was dissolved in May
2002 — and more particularly
after King Gyanendra Bir Bik-
ram Shah Dev assumed execu-
tive powers on 4 October 2002,
when he also dismissed the Sher
Bahadur Deuba government for
its “incompetence” and failure
to hold parliamentary polls.

The combination of the NC,
the Communist Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist-Leninist) or
UML, the Nepal Sadbhavana
Party, the Nepal Mazdoor Kisan
Party and the Jan Morcha Nepal
became a formidable front,
calling for the restoration of the
dissolved  Parliament and
formation of an all-party govern-
ment through a general
Consensus.

After the UML and the NSP
moved in the direction of joining
the Deuba government, the mass

The author is Hon. Director, South
Asian Studies Foundation, New Delhi.
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movement appeared to have re-
ceived a setback. But the move-
ment, under the leadership of
Koirala soon showed its in-built,
strength. ~

Koirala stressed that the
movement has grown from the
native soil Mato batto
janmeko andolan. He empha-
sises that this movement is not
like the earlier ones and insists
that all organisations, trade
unions and even civil servants,

doctors and engineers are
supporting the movement. He
feels that even India would have
to take cognisance of this reality.
While, on the one hand, Koirala
points out that there is no
unanimity in the UML on join-
ing the government, he stresses
that even its alienation has not
weakened the movement.

Koirala also insists that the
movement cannot become any-
body’s pawn. He feels that it is
based on fundamental princi-
ples. But at the same time, he is
realistic enough to realise that
the struggle is not easy. He has
advised Nepali supporters of de-
mocracy and the NC living in In-
dia to demonstrate their stren-
gth in India, too. He describes
the Nepalis living in India as
Nepal’s periganent ambassadors
in the country - where he himself
was born. He feels official am-
bassadors are technical and fix-
ed-term representatives of the
government, whereas ordinary
Nepalis living here are perma-
nent and real representatives —
establishing enduring people-to-
people relations.

Focus on monarchy

In any case, to Koirala, the

entire movement is focused on
the restoration of the Pratinidhi
Sabha. Under ordinary circums-
tances, the Pratinidhi Sabha
elected in May 1999, would have
completed its full five-year life in
May this year, but Koirala and
the NC feel that the future sce-
nario hinges on restoration of
the dissolved parliament.
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Willy-nilly, the 235-year-old
Shah monarchy in Wepal has be-
come a promineht focus of the
ongoing movement. As the
supposedly constitutional mon-
arch is trying to become active
and assertjve, the reactions are
becoming more audible and visi-
ble. Probably at no point of time
ih Nepal’s history, such strong
language had been used. The cir-
cumstances under which King
Gyanendra assumed the throne

in June 2001 only contributes to
the worsening of the political
scene.

Koirala says openly that his
fight is against the king and
against no political party. He
states further that everyone is
asking what this conflict is about,
and then explains that this
conflict is between conservatism
and modernism. He clarifies:
“This is not a conflict between
me and the King; principles are
involved”. He goes to the extent
of saying that even if he were to
give up the struggle, it wouldn’t
stop, for the modern age is
looking for changes.

Koirala feels the king wants to
take the kingdom to the 18th
century in the new millennium.
This is the dwandwa (conflict) in
Koirala’s view. He also distingu-
ishes between the monarchy as
an institution and the monarch
as an individual. Narrating his
experience with four kings —
Tribhuvan (1911-55), Mahendra
(1955-72), Birendra (1972-2001)
and Gyvanendra (2001-) — he
says all of them had different
natures. But he feels they all
should have behaved in the same
manner on constitutional and
political issues.

He envisages an avoidable but
ironic situation in which the
king, too, helps in the ongoing
movement: by running away!
How and when, or whether at
all, this would happen is difficult
to imagine — at this moment, at
least. History, though, is replete
with all kinds of examples. In his
talks with the King, Koirala has

marching to peace. — President

GeorgeWBush. ,
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" been stressing that the latter
needs to establish greater credi-
bility than his predecessors.

He minces no words in stres-
sing that no army, against the
wishes of the masses, can look
after the security and safety of
the king. He underlines the
army’s weakness by relating how
the 80,000-strong army could not
protect King Birendra. Koirala,
therefore, feels that the king
should have the safety and secu-
rity provided by the people.

He could not avoid the
question of dealing with Maoists
— who are fighting for a
republican form of government
by replacing the present monar-
chical system and whose war
with the state and others have
resulted in the killing of some
10,000 people since 1996. In fact,
Koirala had to scotch rumours
that he had held telephonic talks
with the Maoist leadership
during his recent visit to India.
He emphasised there was no
need for him to visit New Delhi
for this purpose.

Ready for dialogue

GP stresses that he is ready to
enter into dialogue with the
leadership of the Communist
Party of Nepal (Maoist) with an
open mind and without any
preconditions. “I have kept all
issues with the Maoists open”,
he says. At the same time, he
insists that in the present cons-

titutional scheme of Nepal there

is no provision for a constituent
assembly or a referendum. He,
therefore, stresses that the exis-
ting constitution has to be ac-
tivated and Parliament has to be
restored. “And let Parliament
decide”. After all, it is the only
representative body of the-
kingdom.

He also talks about a proper
environment for talks with the
Maoists. They must surrender
their arms before any fruitful
talks. Significantly, the Maoists
have aiready held six rounds of
talks with the Nepal government
during the tenures of Sher Baha-
dur Deuba, LB Chand and Surya
Bahadur Thapa — without any
concrete result. No less signifi-
cantly, the Maoist insurgency at
its height had seen the kingdom
impose first-ever emergency in
the post-1900 phase on 26 Nov-
ember 2001.

If the Maoists go to the people
with arms and others including
political parties remain unarm-
ed, how can the situation be
called tenable? He sees the con-
cept of a constituent assembly,
as demanded by the Maoists and
several others, as vague. The
people are the central focus and
their aspirations, he feels, are
represented by Parliament.
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KATHMANDU, July 4.
Nepal’s communists today
formally joined the govern-
ment of Mr Sher Bahadur
Deuba after last week
agreeing to a common
agenda to seek peace with
Maoist rebels and fully
restore democracy.

The Communist Party-
United Marxist and
Leninist (NCP-UML) said
in a statement it had sub-
mitted a list to of 10 mem-
bers, headed by politburo

member Bharat Mohan
Adhikari, to the Prime
Minister for nomination to
his government.

The Prime Minister,
who was reappointed on 2
June by King Gyanendra,
is to announce his expand-
ed cabinet tomorrow,
which will also comprise
members from two smaller
parties, the rightist Na-
tional Democratic Party
and the pro-India Nepal
Sadbhawana Party (NSP).

“I confirm the nomina-
tion of 10 members of our
party for the ministerial

Communists join Nepal govt

"assignment under my lead-
ership,” Mr Adhikari said.

Mr Deuba had been
unable to bring parties
into his new cabinet until
he was invested with full
powers which were taken
away after the elected
leadership in 2002 was
sacked. The three parties
agreed to join after reach-
ing agreement with Mr
Deuba on a common pro-
gram which calls for new
talks with Maoist rebels to
end the eight-year civil

war, which has claimed
more than 9,500 hves/
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‘The Koirala factor

%
L;(‘ v Deuba deserves cooperation wd‘Q

her Bahadur Deuba’s reinstallation as Prime Mmlster ,
early this month seems to have had little effect on. -,
Nepal’s political crisis. In fact, the existence of his uncer-
tainty riddled set-up is under threat unless four other parties
_chip in, There is, of course, no love lost between Nepali
Congress chief GP Koirala and Deuba following the 2002
split in the party, but being partners in the five-party allia-
nce forged to fight the previous government’s “regressive
measures” to silence protests, many expected a reconcilia-
tion. Curiously, street protests continue and plans are on to
intensify them. Deuba, however, is committed to setting up
“a consensus all-party rule, resume a dialogue with Maoists
and create an atmosphere conducive for elections by April
next year. How he fares depends on support from Koirala
who must realise Deuba was re-appointed after the five-
party alliance failed to recommend a consensus candidate.
Of late, Deuba seems to have softened towards Maoists as
evident from his recent comment about being “prepared to
exhibit maximum flexibility” and even open to the rebels’
demand for a constituent assembly to draft a new consti-
tution. The Maoists should grab this opportunity, end years
of mindless mayhem and join the uplift of Nepal’s predomi-
nant have-nots. The government must reconsider its de-
cision not to accept UN mediation offer since Maoists have
welcomed it. The only upbeat sign so far is the lifting of an
indefinite ban on education by Maoist students imposed on
6 June. This came after the government withdrew the “ter-
rorist” tag on their organisation. Last year alone, 73 school
days were reportedly lost due to the strike. That a day’s clo-
sure caused a loss of Rs 5.2 crore is appalling for a country
in the economic doldrums.
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~Maoists gun down

«¥14 cops 1n Nepal

STATEMAN NEWS SERVICE. M

KAT U, June 19. — Maoists strudk a
fresh blow Saturday morning, killing 18 peo-
ple, including four civilians.

A convoy of Armed Police Force found itself
caught in a pitched battle when it entered
Dhankhola village in Dang, a Maoist strong-
hold. The rebels opened fire and the skirmish,
said to have started around 9 a.m., continued
till afternoon. Fourteen security personnel
died in the surprise attack but it could not be
ascertained till this afternoon whether there
were any casualties on the Maoist side.

The hail of bullets sprayed a private bus or
the nearby Tulsipur Highway, killing for pas.
sengers and wounding over 20, radio reports
quoted the district authorities as saying. The
attack comes just four days after the Maoists
ambushed two security vehicles patrolling the
Mahendra Highway, killing 22 policemen,
including an inspector.

The killings would cast a shadow on the opti-
mism after King Gyanendra on Friday agreed
to scrap a regulation that made it mandatory
for the government to take the king’s consent
for the promotion and transfer of civil ser-
vants, signing major treaties with any foreign
country and setting up new army offices. The
attack comes as the month-old Deuba govern-

ment tries to settle down.
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ﬂ’ohtlcal poker

NN Nepal back in the dumps Y
il

ewly appomted Nepal Prime Minister Sher Ba

Deuba is already out on a limb. With Nepali Congress
chief GP Koirala refusing to cooperate and rebels on a fresh
rampage — on Monday alone 21 policemen were killed and
200 students from eight districts kidnapped — hopes of a
multi-party ministry to prepare the ground for talks with the
Maoists and holding elections by April next year are fast
receding. Though not unexpected — Koirala is yet to forgive
Deuba for splitting the party in 2002 — this discouraging pic-
ture portends Deuba meeting the same fate as gredecessors
Lokendra Bahadur Chand and Surya Bahadur Thapa in not
meeting King Gyanendra’s expectations. Five main political
parties that forged an alliance to restore multi-party demo-
cracy must set aside Jaersonal prejudices and work as one to
break the political deadlock. Because division is what the
King expects and wants. He played his cards pretty well by
reinstating Deuba, whom he dismissed in 2002 for failing to
hold elections in time, and can be expected to take advan-
tage of the political stalemate to legalise his rule. After all,
when democracy fails, monarchy is the only binding force
and he may continue to play political poker.

But failure to curb the revolt with brute force leaves no
option but to broker a ceasefire. The signs, though, are not
propitious, with Royal Nepal Army reportedly against any
fresh arrangement that would only help rebels consolidate
their position. But there is no alternative to a political
solution. The outcome of Indian foreign minister Natwar
Singh’s recent Nepal visit was the gift of two helicopters. At
best, India can give moral and material support. Anything
more would only heighten anti-Indian sentiments. / /x
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‘Need for consensus in Nepal’

By Amit Baruah |19}

KATHMANDU, JUNE 5. King Gyanendra of Nepal and
the Exterhal Affairs Minister, Natwar Singh, have
agreed thqt it is “essential to have a national con-
the political question in the Hima-
layan kingdom so that a timeframe could be
worked out to hold elections.

Addressing the Indian press today at the end of
a two-day visit to Nepal, Mr. Singh, when asked
about his assessment of the role played by the
King over the last two years, said he did not spend
too much time on the past.

“Our interest is in the future and he [the King]
is very, very keen to resolve the political situa-
tion,” Mr. Singh stated at the sprawling residence
cf the Indian Ambassador here.

On the holding of elections, Mr. Singh said the
King had given no specific time frame, but the
appointment of Sher Bahadur Deuba as Prime
Minister was the first step in this direction.

He specifically mentioned the role of the senior
Nepali Congress leader, G.P. Koirala, whom he
met at his residence this morning. “I respectfully
said to him that as the senior-most political lead-
er in NWbody looked to him to take a

lead in resolving this crisis.” His Nepalese inter-
locutors had informed him that they wanted to
invite international observers, including Indians,
to be present during the polls. “I made no com-
mitment [on the issue of Indian observers]. 1 said
I will place it before the Prime Minister {(Manmo-
han Singh] and the Cabinet,” he said.

Asked whether the two Governments proposed
to expand the ongoing defence cooperation to
include more training and equipment, including
weapons, Mr. Singh replied, “Yes, we will. This
came up with His Majesty, the Prime Minister
and the Chief of the Army Staff.”

In his discussions with King Gyanendra on Fri-
day, Mr. Singh said they had shared “common
concern” in regard to security matters, a refer-
ence to Maoist activities, which had been causing
trouble not just in Nepal, but also in Bihar, Jhark-
hand, Orissa and Andhra Pradesh.

Mr. Singh said King Gyanendra appreciated
the gesture of the Congress president, Sonia
Gandhi, in not accepting the post of Prime Minis-
ter. “This was a gesture which was unpreceden-
ted and brought great credit to Indian
democracy,” Mr. Singh quoted the King as saying.

See also Page 8
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‘Deuba rides again |
%(\’% . Hope returns to Nepal WE(&‘}QP\

ith Kiyg Gyanendra conceding to breakaway Nepali

Congress (Democratic) leader Sher Bahadur Deuba’s
demand for reinstatement as Prime Minister, it is to be hop-
ed that this is the first step towards restoring power to the
people, Multi-party democracy has been in retreat since the
monarch dismissed Deuba’s carctaker ministry in October
2002 for failing to hold a snap-poll within six months of par-
liament’s dissolution. Deuba’s mistake was to seck a poll de-
ferment, citing lawlessness caused by Maoists, but the Cons- |
titution does not allow extension. Nor is there provision for
an interim all-party government, but this is perbaps the only
way out of the political impasse. Deuba has been asked to get
on with holding elections by April next. The King had no op-
tion but to take Deuba back after the five main parties failed
to respond to his call for a consensus prime minister with &
“clean image”, the deadline for which expired on Monday
evening, While the Communist Party of Nepal (United
Marxist-Leninist) and the pro-monarch Rashtriya Prajatan-
tra Party are receptive, Nepali Congress leader GP Koirala is
unlikely to frustrate Deuba's attempt.

Restoring some semblance of peace is obviously Deuba’s
priority, but much depends on his ability ....ai “le the Mao-
ists, who reportedly control a large part of the country. There
is no alternative to reviving a dialogue and if Deuba
continues to take a tough stand as he did earlier and harps
on the precondition that the rebels first surrender arms, it
would merely alienate them. Since a military offensive has
failed to curb rebel activities, it is time democratic forces got
their act together and met the grassroots revolt politically.
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KATHMANDU, June 3.
~— Mr Sher Bahadur Deu-
ba was sworn in as Nepal’s
new Prime Minister today
with the major Opposition
parties beginning talks on
whether to support him
and join the government.
However, the Cabinet was
not announced.

Mr Deuba, who was re-
appointed by King Gya-
nendra who had sacked
him two years ago for his
failure to hold elections,
met his former mentor
turned foe Mr Girija Pra-
sad Koirala last night as a
conciliatory gesture trying
to woo Mr Koirala’s Nep-
ali Congress party.

Mr Koirala, however,
has warned that his party

ﬁ\ %{dd continue its move-

ent against “regression”,
a Yyeference to King Gya-
nendra overstepping the
role of a constitutional
monarch and sacking an
elected government.

Both the Nepali Con-
gress and the Communist
Party of Nepal-United
Marxist-Leninist, the two
leading parties in the Op-
position coalition, have
started holding meetings
to discuss the issue of sup-
porting Mr Deuba and
joining the government.
The new Prime Minister’s
own party, the Nepali
Congress (Democratic),
formed in 2002 after Mr
Koirala expelled him from
Nepali Congress, also held
a meeting this morning to
discuss the new Cabinet.

Consequently, Mr Deuba

alone was sworn in this
morning in the Narayanhity
palace by King Gyanendra
in the presence of Crown
Prince Paras and Chief Jus-
tice of Nepal Mr Govinda
Bahadur Shrestha.

Though Mr Deuba’s ap-
pointment has been the
most acceptable solution so

. Deuba sworn in sans Cabinet

far, constitutional experts
however said it was still ille-
gal and as arbitrary as the
two earlier appointments
made by the king. The con-
stitutional solution would
have been, they said, for Mr
Deuba to have moved Su-
preme Court and been re-
instated by it.

§ R

Nepal's Opposition leaders and workers af an anti-King rally
in Kathmandu on Thursday. — AFP
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~ Sacked Deuba
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KATHMANDU, June 2.
— King Gyanendra, who
has not been coronated
yet due to the lack of an

auspicious date, chose
today, when the Maoists
have called an all-Nepal
bandh, to name as Nepal's
new Prime Minister Mr
Sher Bahadur Deuba, the
same man he had sacked
two years ago from the
same post for failing to
hold elections.

Though 35 people, inclu-
ding a boxer, journalist, col-
lege students and a man
claiming to possess divine
powers, had applied for the
top job in the Himalayan
kingdom, the king dis-
missed all of them, the way
he had dismissed all nomi-
nations in June 2003 and
put Mr Surya Bahadur
Thapa in the hot seat.

Mr Deuba, who had
been summoned to the
palace for a late night con-
ference on 31 May and
today again around 10
a.m., pipped the other
contestants since his rein-
statement would be legally
correct and since he is
likely to get the support of
a major opposition party,

THE Sﬂr A,ESﬁiAﬁ

Faced with the street protests,
Maoist insurgency and political
paralysis, King Gyanendra
named Mr Sher Bahadur Deuba
(above) to the Prime Minister's
post ‘with a task of holding
general elections’. — AFP

the Communist Party of
Nepal-United  Marxist-
Leninist, as well as the
Rastriya Prajatantra Party
of  caretaker  Prime
Minister Mr Thapa which
has been clamouring for
its own leader's ouster.

Deuba's primary respon-
sibilities include forming an
all-party government, a
task his two predecessors
failed to accomplish, and
holding polls.

&‘ 3 i;g‘; o

s PM

The jubilant 58-year-old
told the press soon after
his appointment that res-
toring peace and reopen-
ing peace parleys with the
Maoists would be his first
priority.

Mr Deuba was appointed
in time to be congratulated
by Indian foreign minister
Mr K Natwar Singh, who
will make Kathmandu his
first port of call since his
appointment last week. On
his two-day trip starting
from Friday, Mr Singh will
be accompanied by foreign
secretary Mr Shashank. Mr
Singh will also meet King
Gyanendra and Opposition
leaders.

Making peace overtures
to the Maoists would be
no bed of roses for Mr
Deuba whose tenure in
2000-2001 saw the imposi-
tion of the draconian
emergency period to curb
the insurgency with an
iron hand. The media was
virtually gagged, Maoist
mouthpieces closed and
the editor of a pro-Maoist
publication killed in cus-
tody. When the peace
talks broke down, the
Maoists accused Mr Deu-

ba of using them as a plg
to surround them.
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) Unfit in 2002, Deuba is

Kathmandu, June 2 (Reuters):
Nepal’s King Gyanendra reap-
pointed Sher Bahadur Deuba
Prime Minister today, the same
man he sacked in 2002 provoking
a political crisis in a country al-
ready reeling from a bloody
Maoist revolt.

Deuba’s appointment is ex-
pected to ease political tension
after months of street protests,
but is unlikely to stop rebel vio-
lence that has wrecked the im-
poverished kingdom since 1996,
analysts said.

Deuba, who will be sworn in
tomorrow, said he was trying to
put together an all-party cabinet
to end a political stalemate and
give him a strong hand in possi-
ble negotiations with the Maoist
guerrillas who control vast
swathes of the countryside.

The appointment came more
than three weeks after a royalist
Prime Minister resigned in the
face of daily protests in Kath-
mandu organised by political
parties calling for a return to
multi-party democracy.

“The king had sacked me. I
am reappointed,” Deuba said
after meeting the king at the
sprawling Narayanhity royal
palace.

Deuba said he would seek the
cooperation of all parties to
form a government, would work
for peace and would aim tohold a
general election by April next
year, as requested by the king.

Analysts say Deuba’s ap-
pointment could end the street
campaign by the political parties
because he is seen as less of an
ardent royalist than his two

Sher Bahadur Deuba. (AFP)

predecessors.

Nevertheless, he would have
to convince the main parties,
which have been insisting they
be allowed to name the new
Prime Minister, that he is his
own man, independent of the
king. But analysts saw little hope
of an end to the Maoist insur-
gency under Deuba.

Few expect him to be able to
bring the rebels back to negotia-
tions because he has in the past
rejected their demand for a new
constitution. “He has already

been tested and failed in peace ef-
forts with the Maoists,” said Ra-
jendra Dahal, editor of the wide-
ly read Nepali weekly Hirnal.
Deuba, who has been Prime
Minister twice before, said it was
a big responsibility to lead the
country to peace and elections.
“I will seek the support of all
partiesto form a cabinet as far as
possible, make efforts to-main-
tain peace and hold elections,”
said the new Prime Minister,
dressed in a traditional knee-
length white shirt, tight trousers

-perfect for king now

and black cap. The king sacked
Deuba in October 2002 when he
sought to postpone elections for
a year, sparking a constitutional
crisis in the impoverished Hi-
malayan kingdom. Two royalist
Prime Ministers have since
come and gone, neither proving
able to build bridges with main
political parties or make peace
with the Maoists.

The guerrillas have in the
meantime stepped up attacks
across the rugged nation and in
Kathmandu raising fears that
Nepal, sandwiched between
India and China, could descend
into chaos.

The alliance of five political
parties organising the protests
was guarded in its response to
Deuba’s appointment.

The biggest party, the Nepali
Congress, said it would read the
fine print of his appointment be-
fore announcing its stand or de-
ciding whether to call off the
daily protests — which contin-
ued today with about 5,000 peo-
ple on the streets. The royal
palace said Deuba would exer-
cise all executive powers vested
by the constitution.

“The king has asked him to
recommend a cabinet by includ-
ing all political parties to the ex-
tent possible and maintain law
and order to begin elections to
parliament by mid-April 2005,”
the palace said in a statement.

The appointment came in the
midst of a three-day transport
strike called by the rebels, and a
day after the third anniversary
of a palace massacre that accel-
erated Nepal’s slide into chaos.
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political vacuum is a§u‘re recipe r&lnarchy.
A This has been particularly true of Nepal,

where the collapse of the political precess has
added grist to the Maoist miil. Now that King Gyanen-
dra has asked the political parties to suggest an accept-
able name for the prime minister’s post, there is some
hope of an end to Nepal’s dangerous drift, But the
monarch’s move may have only broken the ice. Ever
since the king dismissed an elected prime minister
nearly two years ago, the country has witnessed a
deepening distrust between the crown and the political
parties. This largely explains why two subsequent
prime ministers, appointed by the palace, failed to win
the confidence of either the parties or the Maoists. Itis
crucial, therefore, that the king and the parties work in
an atmosphere of mutual trust in choosing the next
prime minister. It would spell greater disasters for the
country if the parties suspect the king’s move to be a
ploy to split them. At the same fime, the parties now
face a challenge of playing their part for the restora-
tion of democracy. Even if the king’s actions in the last
two years have left much to be desired, the parties too
have been disappointing in their responses to the
political crisis.

Much more than the choice of another prime minis-
ter is actually at stake. Whoever takes charge of the
government at this stage has two urgent tasks —to re-
sume the political process that will cilminate in fresh
parliamentary elections, and to persuade the Maoists
toreturn to the negotiating table. And the two tasks are
inter-linked. For it could be almost impossible to hold
free and fair elections without the Maoists agreeing
not to disrupt them. But talking to the Maoists cannot
be the same thing as submitting to their politics of
blood. The new government has to defeat the Maoists’
strategy of holding the country to ransom, and there-
by forcing the government to accept their radical de-
mands. The two major national parties — the Nepali
Congress and the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified
Marxist-Leninist) — cannot afford to ignore the Maoist
threat to establish a red republic in the country. No
matter who the next prime minister is, Nepal’s fledg-
ling democracy will continue to be in peril if Maoism
is not defeated.
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Kathmandu, May 31 (Reuters):
Nepal’s King Gyanendra, facing
a bloody Maoist revolt and a po-
litical crisis, asked national par-
ties to suggest a replacement for
the royalist Prime Minister who
resigned early this month amid
street protests.

Nepal has been effectively
without a. government since
Surya Bahadur Thapa stepped
down three weeks ago.

“The individual must have a
clean image, be able to garner
the support of all quarters ...and
initiate elections to the House of
Representatives (within mid-
April 2005) by maintaining peace
and security” Gyanendra’s
palace said in a statement late
yesterday.

The call from the king came
hours after Maoist rebels, who
want to topple the Hindu monar-
chy and set up a communist
state, set off a powerful bomb in
a bus in Kathmandu killing one
person and wounding 21 others.

Gyanendra plunged the im-
poverished nation into turmoil
in 2002 when he fired an elected
prime minister and indefinitely
postponed elections to parlia-
ment dissolved early that year.

He has changed two royalist
prime ministers since then but
has failed to make peace with the
rebels, which is key to fresh par-
liamentary elections. “The
king's move could only be a ploy
to split the Opposition,” said a
Opposition alliance member. /
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34 wannabes file papers
for post of Ng_p@lese PM

Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, May 31

KING GYANENDRAS one-
day deadline for submission
of names for the post of Pri-
me Minister has evoked a mi-
xed response. Nepal hashad a
caretaker government since
royalist PM Surya Bahadur
Thapa quit office on May 7.

Amid threats of fresh re-
sistance, the palace received
applications from 34 wa-
nnabe PMs, who included
politicians, journalists, a
singer, a boxer and a man
who had passed his school
leaving examination after 37
attempts.

The kingdom’s five agitat-
ing mainstream parties —
the Nepali Congress, the Co-
mmunist Party of Nepal-Un-
ified Marxist Leninist, the
Nepal Mazdoor Kisan Party,
the Jan Morcha and Nepal
Sadbhavana Party (Anandi
Devi) — rejected the ultima-
tum. After a meeting of the
five parties, NC president
G.P. Koirala said, “ The ki-

ng’s notice is not in con-
formity with democratic
principles’. NSP(A) general
secretary Rajendra Mahato

.added, “Now, we’re planning

to intensify our stir”.

The royal notice asked for
names of leaders who had a
clean image and who could

e s BT

AFP
Nepalese prime ministerial candidates Laxman Singh Khadka
(right) and Ramesh Shrestha in Kathmandu on Monday.

garner support of all parties,
restore the peace and hold el-
ections by April 2005.

It came after the monarch
held several rounds of meet-
ings with politicians, includ-
ing those from the five par-
ties, intellectual and social
workers.
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Bhutan ‘no’ to

jobs for

PROBIR PRAMANIK \

Siliguri, May 30: A decade after
the landlocked Himalayan king-
dom opened its doors to the
“world, it has issued a royal notifi-
cation barring “foreign” work-
ers in 16 different occupations.

Come June 1, the royal dec-
ree, passed by a Bhutan National
Assembly resolution in January,
will bar foreigners from working
in service-related sectors. Bhu-
tan, for years, has been employ-
ing more than 50,000 foreigners,
particularly Indians, as account-
ants, clerks, office assistants, ty-
pists, receptionists, computer
and telephone operators, drive-
rs, daily wagers, contract labour-
ers and regular job employees.

Although senior Bhutan bur-
eaucrats are in favour of the
“son-of-the-soil” policy, in pri-
vate, they admit that restriction
of foreign workers in some of
the service-related sectors might
hinder the country’s march tow-
ards modernity.

A senior Bhutan foreign min-
istry official, however, said the
ban was essential for the intern-
al security and to solve the grow-
ing unemployment problems.

rajiens

Thimphu, labour and human re-

source ministry secretary Pem |

L. Dorji said: “Foreigners were
given the jobs because they were
better qualification academical-

ly and more skilled than Bhutan *

nationals. The kingdom, with a
population of less than 6 lakh,
has a working population of
227,698. Of them, over 50,000 are
foreign nationals. There are
4,522 unemployed educated you-
ths in the age group of 15-24
years at present.

“His Majesty Jigme Singye
Wangchuk’s vision is that every
man and women graduating
from the various technical and
non-technical institutions sho-
uld be given appropriate jobs.”

Private entrepreneurs and
multi-national companies are
not too happy about the ban.

A senior executive of the
Tashi Group of Companies, one
of the largest private corporate
houses, said from Phuentsholi-
ng: “The policy is good for the
kingdom. But the people of Bhu-
tan look down upon manual
labour. With no economic pres-
sure and a large section of afflu-
ent Drukpas, being well placed
in administrative posts, who will

Speaking over phone from do the clerical job?”
v
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ya W
W The Nepal crisis raises
v crucial questions for India NV

V%Valk the tightrope between
persuasion and intervention

Is Nepal a ‘failed state’? At first shy it would seem
so: The Himalayan kingdom is going through a
major crisis. Maoist insurgency that’s rocked the
country for eight years, claiming an estimated 8,000
lives, shows no sign of abating. The mainstream
Left wants the monarchy out. Moderate political
parties like the Nepali Congress want more
powers for elected representatives. Unfortunately
King Gyanendra, who came to power after a massacre
in the palace three years ago, doesn’t seem keen to
dilute his authority. One year after taking over he
sacked an elected prime minister, triggering political
protests that have come to a head now. Nevertheless
it would be a mistake to brand Nepal as a failed state,
a tag that big powers use for small nations, often as a
prelude to direct intervention. India must resist
that temptation. The history of intervention is a
sorry sight, from France’s adventures
TlMEs in Indo-China, America’s Vietham
quagmire, Russia’s botched Afghan
campaign, India’s own blunder in
V l E W Sri Lanka and now, the fix that the
US finds itself in in Iraq. It’s a
roll-call of failure that should cool down the most
impulsive hotheads in New Delhi.

However, India and Nepal share an open border
across which arms and insurgents’ ideological
baggage can travel. That apart, it’s better to have
peaceful, prosperous neighbours than ones riddied
with domestic violence. India, the first democracy of
the post-colonial era and still the world’s largest,
should promote greater representation of popular
aspirations in Nepal. Monarchy and democracy
can coexist — as they do in Britain and Thailand —
but the terms of engagement have to be woiked
out to everybody’s satisfaction. India must help the
process along, perhaps by nudging Nepal’s political
parties and the king towards a UN-mediated solution.
India must tread the thin line between firm
persuasion and intervention. No nation, however
small, takes kindly to bullies.
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/The King & them

Y‘:(R And no one the wiser in Nepal N b <

ing Gyanendra’s reluctance to hand over power to elec
ed representatives is taking his poor mountain country
to the economic brink. Granted, he has, over the past few
days, met thie five major parties’ demand to withdraw the ban i
on protest rallies and also allowed Surya Bahadur Thapa to )
resign as Prime Minister. He also met leaders of the five-
party alliance collectively instead of individually as he earlier
insisted. But Nepali Congress leader GP Koirala sounded
vague after the meeting, saying he was “neither optimistic
nor pessimistic” about early settlement. All the alliance
suggested was a restoration of parliament and formation of
an all-party government that would talk to the Maoists.
Strangely, the alliance is yet to decide on a consensus Prime
Minister — whom the King insists must have a “clean image”
— nor does it seem to agree with the argument that the
Supreme Court can revive parliament. If Koirala feels it is
- more a “political issue”, the King has not made a decisive
move in the 18 months he has been running affairs.

While the situation defies solution, confusion is running
amok with the Maoists demanding the end of parliamentary
democracy and formation of a one-party Communist repub-
lic, There is growing fear about the future of multi-party de-
mocracy in the absence of any understanding with them. The
palace can ill afford to ignore reports of Maoists “abducting”
thousands of villagers, sparing neither children nor pregnant
women, to have them march in “people’s campaigns” and
preventing thousands of teachers from taking up their posts
before “familiarising” themselves with “people’s education”.
One wonders how many general strikes (this month alone
there were five in 10 days) Nepal must suffer before King
and party leaders regain the people’s confidence.
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"Koirala’s har | choices

~'in battle

PRANAY SHARMA
Kathmandu, May 11: Five days

LI lTdlglIatluvLl UL uic
Surya Bahadur Thapa govern-
ment, the Opposition alliance
parties and King Gyanendra
have been unable to break the po-
litical impasse in Nepal.

Having spurned Gyanendra’s
invitation for talks, the five-
party alliance has stayed firm in
not meeting the monarch till he
gives an assurance of returning
power to the democratic forces.

Gyanendra, on the other
hand, has indicated that while
he wanted a political settlement
through negotiations he was in
no mood to wilt under pressure
from the Opposition forces.

There are even strong signals
that if the five-party alliance
does not take the initiative of
breakingthe status quo, Gyanen-
dra may go ahead and nominate
his choice of candidate as the
next Prime Minister of Nepal.

As the battle of nerves con-
tinues between the two sides,
pressure is mounting on the
Nepali Congress to urgently ini-
tiate dialogue with Gyanendra.

But the Nepal Congress chief
Girija Prasad Koirala cannot be
seen breaking ranks with other
partners of the alliance. This

avoa

THE TF,’: T

King Gyanendra

was evident after Koirala, de-
spite his earlier arguments in
favour of talks with the king, re-
fused to meet Gyanendra indi-
vidually.

Koirala cannot meet the king
uniess Gyanendra gives a public
assurance that he would return
“sovereignty to the people”. Any-
thing short of this, will not only
make the Nepali Congress
leader look like a “power hungry

-
“ ;’j’

of nerves”'

politician” but also diminish his
stature among his supporters
and the partners of the five-

navtvallianne .

The other problem that
Koirala faces is in gettingthe
support of Communist Party of
Nepal (United Marxist-Leninix)
Madhav Nepal on his candida:
ture for Prime Ministership.
Koirala has the support of the
other three partners—the Jan
Morcha, the Nepal Mazdoor
Kisan Party and Sadbhawna
(Anand Devi faction ) for his can-
didature.

But Madhav Nepal, who was
earlier the consensus candidate
of the alliance for the Prime
Minister’s post, has neither
given up his claim nor allow
Koirala to put forward his name
for the coveted post.

However, if Koirala contin-
ues to dither, the king may select
one of his supporters for the
post. The names of the speaker
of the last parliament Tarac-
hand Bhat and at least three for-
mer chief justices of the
Supreme Court are doing the
rounds. Palace sources argued
that if the impasse continues
then Gyanendra may not only se-
lect a person of his choice but
also announce the dates for the
parliament elections.
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PRANAY SHARMA

Kathmandu, May 10: The
Nepali Congress chief Girija
Prasad Koirala and the Commu-
nist Party of Nepal (United,
Marxist-Leninist ) general secre-
tary Madhav Nepal, have turned
down King Gyanendra'’s offer to
meet them individually.

Instead, both have insisted
that all leaders of the five-party
alliance should be invited for the
meeting called by King Gyanen-
dra to break the current political
impasse.

However, the alliance has not
withdrawn the two-day country-
wide bandh which begins tomor-
row. Till this evening, there was
no fresh invitation from King
Gyanendra. But the meeting,
with or without all the alliance
leaders, may take place in the
next few days.

However, much depends on
how Gyanendra assesses the sit-
uation in Nepal and how serious-
1y he takes the challenge thrown
before him by the Opposition
parties.

The king had wanted to meet
Koirala at 5 pm this evening and
an hour later had planned a sepa-
rate meeting with Madhav
Nepal. But at this morning’s
meeting of the five-party al-
liance at Koirala’s house, it was
agreed that none of the alliance
leaders would meet the king in-
dividually. They stressed that
Gyanendra should meet them
together as an alliance.

On the face of it, the al-
liance’s resolve not to meet the
king separately gives out a
strong and clear message to Gya-
nendra that the democratic
forces will not allow any attempt
to cause a split in their ranks.

The alliance of the five par-
ties has worked well so far. It has

THE TELE - 7H 7y

not only teld together for more
than a year, but also managed to
bring enough pressure to force
the king's nominee Surya Ba-
hadur Thapa to step down from
the Prime Minister’s post last
Friday.

But the refusal to meet the
king separately may also have
stemmed from the lack of trust
that exists among the leaders of
the alliance. Nepal and Koirala
are both Prime Ministerial aspi-
rants and, therefore, if either
was to meet the king exclusively
it may have led to the end of the
alliance and brought out the
cracks in the pro-democracy
movement.

Instead, the alliance is now
waiting for an invitation from
Gyanendra to meet them togeth-
er. Once that happens, the al-
liance feels the chances of Gya-
nendra accepting a nominee put

forward by them for the Prime °

Ministership is higher.

Girija Prasad Koirala

Miy
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KATHMANDU, May .
— Hectic parleys are on
in Nepal for the appoint-
ment of a new Prime
Minister following Mr

Surya Bahadur Thapa's |

resignation yesterday.

Mr Thapa’s resignation
came after an 11-month
tenure that saw in-
creased violence by - the
Maoists and an indefinite
agitation by the Opposi-
tion from 1 April.

King Gyanendra has ac-
cepted the resignation of
his hand-picked Prime
Minister, who will contin-
uve to head a caretaker
government till his suec-
cessor is appointed.

All eyes are once again
on the king, who has been
meeting the leaders of
the political parties as

THE STATESMAN

earch

on forn
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WHO’S NEXT: Mr Girija Prasad Koirala ( left)

and Mr Madhav Kumar Nepal.

well as former Premiers.
When Mr Thapa’s prede-
cessor Mr Lokendra Ba-
hadur Chand quit in May
2003, King Gyanendra re-
jected the consensus can-
didate proposed by an
alliance of five parties and
nominated Mr Thapa. The
consensus candidate, Mr

Madhav Kumar Nepal,

who heads the Commu-
nist Party of Nepal-Uni-
ted Marxist Leninist and
is a former Deputy Prime
Minister, is likely to be a
contender this time as
well though his party has
said it would support Mr
Sher Bahadur Deuba,
who was sacked by King
Gyanendra to put Mr

Q MAY iy

ext Nepal PM -

Chand’in power.

However, one of the big- |
gest parties — Nepali
Congress headed by for-
mer Premier Mr Girija
Prasad Koirala — is no
longer ready to accept Mr
Nepal as the consensus
candidate and would pre-
fer to see one of its own
leaders. The names being
floated are that of Mr Koi-
rala himself, who has been
PM four times, his niece
Ms Shailaja Acharya, se- |
nior leader Mr Ram Chan-
dra Poudel, both of whom
have been former Deputy
PMs, and Mr Sushil Koir-
ala, a senior leader.

A dark horse is Mr Pa-
shupati Shumsher Rana,
who heads the dissident
faction in Mr Thapa’s Ras-
triya Prajatantra Party,
that had been clamouring
for his ouster.
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KATHMANDU, May 7.
— Amidst growing pro-
democracy protests by
Opposition parties in
Nepal, the Royal-appoint-
ed Prime Minister, Mr
Surya Bahadur Thapa,
today resigned saying an
early general election
could help rescue the
country from the present
political crisis.

Mr Thapa (76), who was
hand-picked by King
Gyanendra in June last
year, went on state-run
television to announce his
resignation. “I have sub-
mitted my resignation to
the King. I hope my resig-
nation will pave the way
for building a national
consensus to protect
multi-party democracy ...”

Apparently referring to
the widespread protests by
Opposition parties deman-
ding restoration of democ-

racy, he said “clashes and
controversy intensified and

all this have threatened to

jeopardise the constitution,
democracy and the very
interest of the nation”.

Mr Thapa, the second
Prime Minister to be ap-

pointed since the King

Mr Surya Bahadur Thapa

assumed executive powers
in October 2002, said he
hoped that his resignation
would help establish lasting
peace in the country. “I
believe that peaceful reso-
lution to the Maoist prob-
lem and holding election at

the earliest can only scue
the country from the pre-
sent political crisis.”

His resignation followed
massive and occasionally
violent street protests
organised by five main
political  parties  for
restoration of multi-party

the country

system and holding of a
general election. :
Reacting to Mr Thapa’s
resignation, Nepali Cong-
ress central member Mr
Ramchandra Poudyal said:
“Our agitation is not
aimej at changing the

AN ,
nﬁs"*ﬁs" 6 ny 4,
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o Nepal PM resigns

Prime MlnlStC we want
the King to return the peo-
ple’s sovereign rights.

“The stalled constitu-
tional process should re-
start and a responsible
government should be
formed. There should be
political solution to the
present stalemate. I hope
dialogue will proceed
between the King and the
major parties.”

The five agitating parties
had earlier rejected the
offer for talks by the King
setting some pre-conditions
which includes lifting of the
prohibitory orders, release
of all the detainees and dis-
missal of the present gov-
ernment.

With the Prime Minis-
ter’s resignation and the
release of the five student
leaders, who were in police
custody for their involve-
ment in anti-monarchy
activities, all the demands
of the Opposition parties
have been met.
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oo talks with king </

PRANAY SHARMA

Kathmandu, May 5: Talks be-
tween Nepali Congress leader
G.P. Koirala and King Gyanen-
dra scheduled to begin today
have been postponed in view of
the possible negative impact the
dialogue may have on the five-
party Opposition alliance, where
the Congress is a major partner.

The talks may now be held on
Friday or over the weekend.
Madhav Nepal, the leader of the
Communist Party of Nepal
(United Marxist-Leninist), the
other significant member of the
five-party alliance that has
launched a countrywide protest
for the past one year demanding
the restoration of parliament,
has publicly opposed any dia-
logue with the king at this junc-
ture.

Indications are the Nepali
Congress may have postponed
the talks to assuage other mem-
bers of the alliance. Party lead-
ers tried to put up a brave front
on the negative impact a dia-
logue with the king may have on
the alliance.

They emphasised the need to
engage with the palace to resolve
the political crisis and made it
clear that Koirala and Gyanen-
dra would meet in the next few
days.

But they added that the Con-
gress would not like to break the

T TELES

MUM’S THE WORD:
G.P. Koirala

five-party alliance at this junc-
ture as it appeared to have put
the king on the defensive.

Hectic closed-door parleys
among the Nepali Congress lead-
ership to prepare the ground for
talks between Koirala and the
king are underway. The leaders
today said the party would like to
know whether the king was will-
ing to look for a resolution of the
crisis within the constitution of
the country.

“If the king is willing to look
for a solution within the consti-
tution then we will demand that
he restore parliament,” party
leader and former minister
Chakra Bastola said.

But while this is the public

position, sources said Koirala
may even bring up the issue of
holding fresh elections in the
country, provided the Maoist
rebels who hold sway over al-
most all rural areas of Nepal are
not opposed to it.

The palace is said to have
started informal negotiations
with the Maoists and a deal may
be struck sooner rather than
later.

Political analysts believe that
one reason the kKing was keen on
a dialogue with Koirala is that
he wanted the Nepali Congress
and other democratic forces to
endorse his deal with the
Maoists.

There is also a possibility
that Koirala may bargain for the
Prime Minister’s chair till peace
talks between the king and the
democratic forces and the
Maoists are completed and the
situation is right for fresh elec-
tions.

If the proposal is accepted,
Koirala may choose not to con-
test the next elections.

Alot will, however, depend on
how Madhav Nepal reacts. There
is a popular view in the Nepali
Congress that Koirala should
meet the king, but that is not
shared by the Communist Party
that Nepal heads. Rather, he may
find it difficult to convince his
cadre of the need for a dialogue
with the palace now.

8 May 2004
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KING GYANENDRA OF Nepal has only himself
to blame for the suspicion with which the coun-
try’s democratic parties have treated his offer of
negotiations to end the present political standoff
in Kathmandu. Since the beginning of April, an
alliance of five parties has spearheaded protests
against the King’s apparent moves towards an
executive monarchy, paralysing the capital every
day with marches and sit-ins. Already under
pressure from a violent Maoist insurgency, King
Gyanendra appears to have backed off from an
escalating political confrontation by inviting the
five-party alliance, which includes the Nepali
Congress and the Communist Party (United
Marxist-Leninist) — Nepal’s two largest political
parties — for negotiations. But the alliance un-
derstandably smells a ploy to defuse its agitation
rather than any real desire by the monarch to
address the demand for a return to the hard-won
1990 Constitution and its system of multi-party
democracy that he disrupted in 2002. Since sack-
ing the elected government that year and usurp-
ing executive powers that are not his under the
Constitution, Gyanendra Bir Bikram Shah Deva,
who, came into the kingship unexpectedly after
the regicide at Narayanhiti Palace in June 2001,
has made no secret of his discontent with being
a mere constitutional monarch. Despite paying
periodic lip service to a return to democracy dur-
ing his two-year reign, King Gyanendra has
worked to undermine political parties, criticising
and questioning their role. The current round of
protests, the most intense since his unconstitu-
tional acts of two years ago, erupted soon after
he declared the “strong bond” between himself
and the people as the “cornerstone” of Nepali
nationalism.

While the onus is on the King to convince the
political parties that he sincerely wants to return
to the suspended 1990 Constitution, the five-
party alliance cannot turn its back on engaging
the monarch because that is the only realistic
way it can seek to negotiate a restoration of the
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democratic process. But first, the pol}tfic}\parties
must demonstrate a unity of purpose. Over the
last two years, King Gyanendra was able shrewd-
ly to manipulate the divisions among the pro-
democracy parties to perpetuate his rule. The al-
liance is agreed that the way forward is to
establish an all-party transitional government.
Undoubtedly, this is the course of action it must
pursue in any eventual talks with the King as it
would be the least rancorous. Alternatives such
as the reinstatement of the sacked Deuba Gov-
ernment or of the dissolved Parliament would be
fraught with more political conflict. But the alli-
ance’s inability to project a consensus candidate
to head the all-party government could once
again provide the King space to play his divide-
and-rule games. Moreover, fighting over an office
that is to be filled by royal appointment under-
cuts the very basis of the pro-democracy agita-
tion. The five-party alliance must act on the clear
understanding that the sole mandate of a con-
sensus Prime Minister would be to head a transi-
tional government that would pave the way to
democratic elections — which the King has
promised to hold before April 2005.

A resolution of the political crisis is essential if
Nepal is to come to grips with the issues under-
lying the eight-year-old Maoist “people’s war”
that has taken more than 9,000 lives. The King,
who cited the escalating insurgency as one of the
reasons for taking over the reins of government
in 2002, mistakenly believed he could cut the
ground under the political parties by negotiating
peace with the Maoists. He failed. The talks broke
down last year and with that the ceasefire. Since
then, despite Indian and United States assistance
to the Royal Nepal Army to control the insurgen-
cy, the Maoists have rapidly added to the territo-
ry under their control. Their growing influence
has underlined the urgency with which fhe politi-
cal parties must work towards the restoration of
the democratic process in Nepal, defeating an
autocratic monarch’s designs.
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ow King Gyanendra, who assumed executive powers 18
months ago, hopes to solve the turbulent political crisis is
unclear but evidence suggests further prevarication will be
disastrous for his mountain country. Daily demonstrations by
five mainstream political parties, joined by thousands of oth-
ers demanding restoration of multi-party democracy in de-
fiance of the government ban on protests, characterised the
whole of April. That the King can do no wrong may be unex-
ceptionable, but the principle is becoming passé and it would
be disastrous should he choose to go the Sikkim Chogyal’s
way. Bhutan has been wiser and its monarchy is respected.
The try for a republican democracy in Nepal is becoming stri-
dent, something the King cannot wish away. His decision to
hold general elections by April next year is a mere ploy to
delay handing over power to the people. No political parties
have responded and in any case, elections cannot be held
amidst fear and mistrust. The King’s strongest point is that
the Royal Nepalese Army is solidly behind him but events in
the past few years have shown that the military offensive ag-
ainst Maoist rebels has only made them more intransigent.
No less disturbing has been the repressive actions against
peaceful demonstrators. Even journalists demanding press
freedom were not spared. Reports say seven scribes were kil-
led by Maoists and security personnel over past seven mon-
ths, six missing and 31 allegedly “tortured” and “abused” by
, authorities. All this is surprising because Nepal recognises the
' people’s right to information on any matter of public interest
" and also guarantees that only a minimum of people’s rights
will be curtailed in an emergency. Any undemocratic action
by the King will only sound the death-knell of a centuries-old
monarchy.
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‘Nepal leaves road
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Kathmandu/
Pashupatinagar, April 9

WEDNESDAY’S MAQIST at-
tack on Pashupatinagar near
Darjeeling has exposed how
unsafe the over 1,650-km In-
dia-Nepal border has beco-
me, particularly due to Kath-
mandu’s poor security sys-
tem. In recent months, the
impoverished kingdom has
withdrawn a sizeable num-
ber of security posts to avoid
big casualties at the hands of
Communist rebels.

At Pashupatinagar securi-
ty forces posted in nearby ar-
eas were shifted to the police
station that bore the brunt of
the attack. A Nepalese offici-
al said, “This kind of shrink-
ing of security zones seems
to have given the rebels suffi-
cient time and space for or-
ganising big attacks.” In
every big raid, the rebels use
2,000 to 3,000 men and
women fighters along with
medical teams and porters.

Indian officials are wor-
ried over the withdrawals,
more because they fear infil-
tration by the North-east mi-
litants and ISI-backed Islam-

A Nepal policeman, injured
in the attack, at the
Darjeeling Sadar Hospital.

ic groups. Since the Kargil
conflict, New Delhi has de-
ployed the Sasashtra Surak-
sha Bal (till recently called
Special Security Bureau)
along the Indo-Nepal border.

A West Bengal police offi-
cial on the Indian side of
Pashupatinagar said, “We
cannot rule out Pashupati-
nagar-type attacks in other
areas if Nepal doesn’t stre-
ngthen its security and intel-
ligence network.” He added,
“We had informed Nepal ab-
out the growing presence of
Maoists in adjoining Gork-

hay, Ingla, Kholagaon and Ja-
ubari villages.”

The region used to host a
nurhber of arms-training ca-
mps run by the GNLF during
the 1986-88 Gorkhaland stir
in Darjeeling.

An Indian official in Kath-
mandu said, “Nepal has left
an equally big vacuum in the
Terai, bordering Bihar and
UP” The Teral is strategical-
ly important because both
Nepal and the rebels receive
their supplies through it.

To gain control over Terali,
the Maoists recently set up
autonomous governments
for Madhesias (Hindi-, Mai-
thili-, Bhojpuri-speaking Ne-
palese) and Tharus in east-
ern and western plains. Not
only this, this Friday they
pledged security for Indians
who share a common ethnic-
ity with the Madhesias.

Nepalese authorities say
they didn;t have enough per-
sonnel to guard all posts ef-
fectively. The Royal Nepal
Army and civil and armed
police wings together have a
little over 1,00,000 personne
The Maoists have an esti
ated 7,000 hardcore fighers
and thousands of militi
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~Thousands arrested

during Nepal stir
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KATHMANDU, April 9.
— Nepalese riot police
today arrested tens of
thousands of demonstra-
tors including top leaders
of the five political parties
as they continued their agi-
tation demanding restora-
tion of democracy for the
ninth day, defying a gov-
ernment ban on protests.

Around 10,000 pro-
democracy agitators inclu-
ding human rights acti-
vists were arrested during
their sit-in and protest ral-
lies defying the govern-
ment’s ban yesterday on
all types of gatherings and
rallies.

Amidst intelligence
reports that the Maoist
rebels may infiltrate the
rallies and cause violence,
the government had
declared all three cities of
Kathmandu valley as riot
zones in view of the on-
going agitations.

|4 i #

Nepali Congress Party president
Mr Girija Prasad Koirala was
manhandled and sustained
head injuries when riot police
arrested thousands of agitators
in Kathmandu on Friday. — PT

The agitators courted
arrest peacefully, and
were driven away in trucks
to the capital’s outskirts.

As they were taken
away by the police on
more than 100 trucks, the
protestors chanted anti-
King slogans and waved
their party flags.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KATHMANDU, APRIL 8 y)

HUNDREDS of Maoists
attacked a police post in
Nepal'sborder district of am,
killing two policemen and ab-
ducting 42 others, officials said
today. In a late night attack on
the police post manned by 62
policemen at Pashupatinagar,
Maoists killed two policemen,
Home Ministry spokesman
Gopendra Bahadur Pandey

said. While the rebels ab- .

ducted 42 policemen, 18 oth-
ers managed to make contact
with the administration, it was
reported.

The government has sent
additional troops through heli-
copter to counter the rebels.

The attack came at a time
when the rebels have called a
three-day general strike start-
ing Tuesday last.

Meanwhile, the US State '

Department warned US citi-
zens to defer non-essential
travel to Nepal amid reports
of US trekkers being detained
by Maoist rebels in the Hi-

malayan kingdom. The travel -

warning updated a similar no-
tice issued in December last
year and highlighted anti-
American threats, growing
Maoist extortion and attacks

People look at a blown-up taxl during the general strike
called by Maolst rebels In Kathmandu on Thursday. Reuters

on government forces, and
disruption of civilian road
transportation.

“The US Embassy (in
Nepal) has received two re-
ports of US trekkers being de-
tained by Maoists, in one case
for several days,” the notice
said yesterday. No details of

‘the Americans were given.

The Maoist rebels have
been waging their “people’s
war” since 1996 to overthrow
the constitutional monarchy

and install a Communist re-

public. Rights groups say both

government troops and rebels

have  abducted their- oppo-
nents during the insurgency,
which has claimed an esti-

pohcemen
ravel warnmg

‘transporting foreigners, in-

mated 9,500 lives so far.

The State Department
said yesterday that businesses
identified with the United
States had been attacked and
that some private vehicles

cluding two Americans, were
stopped by Maoists and
burned after passengers were
forced to disembark.
Interrupted telephone ser-
vices to many trekking areas !
caused by rebel destruction of
communications  infrastruc- |
ture make it difficult and some-

|
|
|
‘times ifpossible tolocate trav- r
ellers or to arrange medical |

evacuations should emergen-
cies oocur, thc statement said.
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Maoists kldnap
1,5 OO youth

Agence Fra ePress
Kathmandu, April 7

MAOIST REBELS abduct-
ed around 1,500 youths
from three villages in are-
mote corner of southwest-
ern Nepal, a local village
official said on Wednes-
day. The kidnappings late
on Tuesday were the latest
in a wave of abductions by
the rebels who security of-
ficials say take students,
teachers and others to
draft them into their
ranks and “re-educate” th-
em at Maoist camps.

“The Maoists Kkid-
napped 1,500 youths and
students, including tee-
nage girls, from Tribhu-
van Basti, Kalipa and
Parasa villages in Kan-
chanpur district”, Rajen-
dra Singh Rawal, an elect-
ed council official, said.

“The rebels took these
1,500 people in 27 tractor-
trailers to an unknown
destination”, said Rawal.
Before departing, the
Maoists said they would
return to round up more
young men from the vil-
lages, he said.

Locals were fleeing
across the Nepal border to
the Indian town of Pili-
bith, in Sonpura Nagar
district, because they fe-

THE Fmy ISTAN TwFe
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ared more abductions,
Rawal said.

Army officials say the
Maoists are kidnapping
youths and forcing them
to join their ranks in the
face of mounting guerrilla
losses at the hands of the
security forces.

Human rights groups
say both troops and rebels
have abducted their oppo-
nents during the insur-
gency that has claimed
over 9,500 lives.

The rebels have been
waging their ‘People’s
War’ since 1996 to over-
throw the constitutional
monarchy and install a
communist republic in the
country

Last month, security
forces said more than 500
guerrillas were killed in a
bloody clash in west
Nepal. The rebels said just
40 of their fighters died.

Meanwhile, around 250
of 1,000 teachers and stu-
dents kidnapped last week
from Bajhang district in
Nepal’s far west have been
released but the fate of the
other 750 was unknown, a
district official said.

The Maoists also ab-
ducted 150 teachers earlier
this week from the Dad-
heldhura district in west-
ern Nepal, the police said.
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//Maonst games

‘7\( A mpal must blow the whistle A§

ing Gyanendra’s promise of an early return to atic
Kgovernance will not amount to much unless Nepal’s\ poli-
tical brigade cooperates. Having ignored the monarch’s
earlier seven-point proposal towards this purpose, they must
now realise that the chaos does cry out for solution, more so
because the Maoists are clearly bent on a protracted struggle
to achieve a republican state. A series of strikes, bandhs and
demonstrations have characterised the past few months and
have hurt daily wage earners the most, And with the Maoists
now reportedly torching some Indian trucks and seriously
injuring three occupants — ostensibly in retaliation for-the
recent extradition of two top Maoist leaders from India — it
seems their game is to mar Indo-Nepalese friendship. The
incident came within hours of 18 Indian oil and diese tank-
ers being set ablaze for allegedly defying a blockade. Thank-
fully, the vehicles were reportedly returning to India after
delivering supplies. In the absence of assured security, tanker
owners may have to think twice before sending vehicles to
Neral and this could create a serious shortage in a country
that r:lies entirely on supplies from India.

As the more powerful neighbour, India has a greater
responsibility to understand Nepal’s sentiments and Delhi
has tried to set at rest ultra-leftist’s fears of Indian hege-
mony. £":nal stands to gain from several joint hydel power
and irrigation ventures and Delhi has acknowledged that
country’s seasitivity and rights while signing accords on the
prOJects It is to be hoped that one or two isolated incidents,
reckless though they are, will not harm ties between the two
countries, But Nepal must guard against any return of anti-
Indian feelings wiinessed during the panchayat era.

| 200
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A
Pride & pre)udlce
W' lNepal needs constitution revival >

One word aptly describes Nepal: contrast. While ﬁve%\a%g
political parties staged massive demonstrations f

restoration of multi-party governance and life in Kathmandu
Valley, King Gyanendra was touring the countryside. While
Maoists take on the Royal army to abolish the monarchy and
establish a republican state, 16 districts accorded the King
and Queen a civic reception, an indication of the cult status
the monarchy enjoys. Nepali Congress chief GP Koirala and
his family are against the King’s usurping power, but his late
brother BP Koirala’s granddaughter, Bollywood actress
Manisha Koirala, took part in a walkathon to raise funds for
the Rotary Club and openly supported the King. While the
majority of Nepal’s population live from hand to mouth,
development funds from donor countries suppress the Maoist
rebellion. Koirala says he is willing to contact the Maoists, but
only through correspondence. What is disturbing is the
maddeningly slow process towards the King’s promise to hold
elections by April next year. If he means well, he has no
choice but to reactivate the constitution.

Strange as it might sound, some believe the King is so wor-
ried about the growing population and wants the Maoist
reprisals to continue. A political analyst suspects the exis-
tence of a “tactical alignment” that will allow the King to re-
tain all power for himself since political parties failed to lift
the country from its economic morass. The force the admini-
stration used to quell recent demonstrations was reminiscent
of the repression during panchayat rule under which parties
were banned. The only difference being that those who have
now taken to the streets are the parties duly elected by the
people. If further bloodletting is to be averted, the King must
make an objective reappraisal of the dangerous drift and start
talks with political parties.
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Kathmandu, April 5 (Reuters):
Hundreds of Maoist rebels
stormed a police post in eastern
Nepal and killed at least nine po-
lice officers, officials said today.
Police said six policemen
were injured and about 14 were
still missing after the overnight

attack in the village of
Yadukuwa, about 300 km east of
the capital Kathmandu.

Government officials said
three soldiers were killed and
seven others wounded today
when the rebels ambushed an
army patrol in Kavre, 40 km east
of Kathmandu.

The latest attacks came
ahead of a three-day general
strike called by the Maoists who
are fighting to set up a commu-
nist republic in place of a consti-
tutional monarchy in the world’s
only Hindu kingdom.

The Maoists have stepped up
attacks on government installa-
tions and security posts after
walking out of peace talks last
August.

The number of rebel casual-
ties was not known in the latest
attacks — the Maoists usually
carry away the bodies of their
comrades after clashes.

Witnesses said more than 500
rebels bombed the police post
and began firing automatic
weapons at around 1515 GMT
last night.

The fighting lasted two to
three hours.

Details were still sketchy as
the rebels have cut telephone
and electricity lines to the vil-
lage and also set up road blocks
to stop reinforcements from
coming.

“People are terrorised. All
shops are closed,” said Brij
Kumar Yadav, a reporter for a
local Nepali daily, by telephone
from the site.

He said unexploded crude
bombs had been strewn on the
streets of the village.

The latest raid came as pro-
testers burned tyres and blocked
traffic in Kathmandu, the fifth
day of their protest to press King

_—

/ ° ° v
Maoists kill 9
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Gyanendra to fire the royalist
cabinet and name an all-party
government,

Yesterday, at least 200 people,
including over a dozen political
leaders were injured as police
lathicharged, tear-gassed and
fired rubber bullets at thousands
of pro-democracy protestors
who tried to break the security
barricade while marching to-
wards the royal palace.

The king has ignored the de-
mand which political parties say
is crucial to ending turmoil in a
country battling a bloody Maoist
revolt since 1996.

Two weeks ago, thousands of
Maoist rebels overran a district
capital in west Nepal in an attack
in which at least 250 people, most
of them rebels, were killed.

In a separate attack in the
west of the country yesterday,
rebels shot and injured three In-
dian traders bringing goods
from Nepal’s southern neigh-
bour and set their vehicles on
fire.

On Saturday night, they also
set fire to more than a dozen
trucks waiting at a border post
in western Nepal to pick up gaso-
line supplies from India.

India, which has supported
the government drive against
the guerrillas, condemned the at-
tacks.

“Such incidents, far from de-
terring such cooperation, will
only lead to redoubled efforts on
the part of both countries to
overcome the danger which such
terrorism poses to the security of
both our neighbouring coun-
tries,” said an Indian govern-
ment statement.

6 APR 2004
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Indiang

Kathmandu, April 4 (PTI):
Maoists set ablaze nine Indian
vehicles, including eight tank-
ers, and opened fire on three In-
dians early this morning, hours
after the rebels bombed the
house of home minister Kamal
Thapa in Nepal.

Eight empty tankers with In-
dian number plates were set
ablaze by the Maoists in Kailali
district, 600 km west of Kath-
mandu, the police said. The
trucks were heading towards the
Indian border after unloading
petroleum products in Kailali.

In Rupandehi district, 300 km
west of the capital, the rebels
fired on three occupants of anIn-
dian truck before setting the ve-
hicle on fire. The truck owner,
driver and cleaner suffered bul-
let injuries in the attack while
unloading goods from Rajasthan
on a highway in Parsari village
at 5.30 am, an officer of the Ru-
pandehi district police said.

The Indians were admitted to
Bhairahawa Medical College
and are said to be out of danger.
One of the injured was identifi-
ed as Hukum Ram Chaudhari fr-
om Rajasthan. A hunt has been
launched to nab'the culprits.

Last evening, Maoists explod-
ed a powerful bomb at a house
belonging to the home minister
in Hetauda in Makawanpur dis-
trict, injuring two security gua-
rds. Police said the house, rented
by a government office, was par-
jally damaged by the explosion

t7.30 pm.

An accountant was shot dead
 the Maoists at Baglung dis-
ict development committee of-
e last evening, according to
ite-run The Rising Nepal.




_ Royal reckoning

f'f\’% A Nepal continues to bleed C%',\A

ith the death-toll in Nepal contintiing to mbusnt asd the
¥ government now ruling out further talks with the Mao-
ists, one cannot help wondering what lies in store for this
poor, tradition-bound mountain country. King Gyanendra’s
- decision to hold elections by April next year is all very sound
But he has been saying as much since he took over in
October 2002 after dismissing the caretaker Sher Bahadur/
Deuba government for failing to hold the mid-term poll
scheduled for November that year. The prevarication only
lends credence to rumours of the King not being too keen
on handing over power to the people. Ironically, just when
life was looking up for the predominantly rural population,
development funds are being used to crush the Maoist re-
bellion, the result of poverty and intolerance. King Gyan-
endra’s emphasis on creating a conducive atmosphere for
free and fair elections seems unrealistic for the situation the
country finds itself in. How the King plans to tackle the
problem is difficult to understand but the army’s deploy-
ment has not helped. The manner in which the rebels are
defying authority suggests they are not prepared to com-
‘promise on their demand for a republican set-up. '
Whatever the King's reason for not responding to UN
chief Kofi Annan’s offer of mediation, the world body's in-
volvement could at least help facilitate a temporary ces-
satlon of hostilities and prepare the ground for elections. !
The King obviously does not want to be remembered as one
. incupable of governing. The government's priority on pro-
viding rellef to the victims of violence deserves applause but
Nepel's poor far outnumber its rich and it is this huge silent
majorlty that has been at the receiving end of Maoist insur-
geney, Political parties have a greater responsibility and
niust ensure that the pal7;e does not become a permanent

centre gt power, //
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Sher Badhadur Deuba at the
rally in Kathmandu. (AFP)

Gyanendra
urged to fire

royalist PM

in huge rally |

Kathmandu, April 1 (Reuters):
About 30,000 people rallied in the
Nepali capital today to press
King Gyanendra to fire aroyalist
Prime Minister and form an all-
party government in the biggest
anti-king rally in the Himalayan
kingdom since 1990.

King Gyanendra, who took
over after his brother was killed
along with several other royals
in a palace massacre in 2001, has
been under attack since he dis-
solved parliament nearly two
years ago and sacked an elected
Prime Minister in a row over
elections.

“This is an important begin-
ning to end the present autocrat-
ic system and restore democra-
¢y, Girija Prasad Koirala, chief
of the centrist Nepali Congress
party, said as he squatted on a
road with thousands of his sup-
potters.

The Nepali Congress is one of
five political parties that have
vowed to continue protesting
until the monarch appoints their
nominee as Prime Minister or
revives parliament.

“Police set up barbed wire
roadblocks to stop protesters
from marching on the king's

alace, as demonstrators marc-
Hed through the streets with
placards saying: “No to active
monarchy”.

Officials said there was no vi-
olence. Protesters said they
would defy government orders
’anning protests near the

onarch’s official residence and

ither key government buildings: |:

King Gyanendra, whose pop-
dlarity has been sliding since he
suspended democracy and as-
sumed executive powers, is cur-
rently touring district capitals in
west Nepal, meeting people in
his latest public relations drive.

Gyanendra says he hopes to
hold polls delayed since late 2002,
by mid-April next year — but
only if it is safe to do so.

Many doubt elections can
ever be held until the Maoists
fighting to topple the monarchy
are brought back to the negotiat-
ing table, something most say
rests in the king’s hands.

A constitutional monarch by
title, Gyanendra now effectively
has full control of the govern-
ment and the country until an
election can be held and a new
‘government formed.

The turmoil is the latest in
Nepal beset by a bloody Maoist
revolt that has killed more than
3,250 people since 1996 and hit
the impoverished economy.
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4§erman stand by Nep

“ Statesman News Service
A s

?

CHENNALI, March 28. —
A group of German law-
yers have appealed to the
Centre to free uncondi-
tionally the Maoist leader
from Nepal, Chandra Pra-
kash Gajurel, and grant
him asylum here or in any
European country. Gajur-
el is a politbureau member
of the Communist Party of
Nepal, involved in a strug-
gle for democracy there.
Gajurel was arrested at
Chennai airport on 19 Au-
gust 2003, while trying to
leave for London on a
forged passport and de-
tained in the Central jail
here. The German lawyers
contended that while a
case had been registered
against him, no charge-
sheet had been filed even
seven months after his ar-
rest and detention. Gujar-
el had moved Madras
High Court to restrain the
Indian authorities from

deporting him to Nepal.
In his petition, Gujarel
said if he was deported, as
requested by the Nepalese
government, he would be

tortured and executed
there. Gujarel has been
charged for offences un-
der various provisions of
the IPC, besides the Indi-
an Passport Act. Gujarel’s
pleas for bail were dis-
missed by the Alandur ju-
dicial magistrate.
Describing him as the

“world’s most famous pris-
oner in Chennai prison,”
the team of German acti-
vist lawyers who visited
Gujarel in the Central jail
here, said they would seek
the help of the German
ambassador in Delhi, ap-
prise him of the events fol-
lowing his arrest and stress
on the aspect of “violation
of human rights”. The
Centre should protect his
life and allow him to seek
asylum in a European

a} Maoist

country, they t %? journal-
T

ists here yesterday

The German lawyers, ac-
companied by senior advo-
cate Mr K Chandru, poin-
ted out that for a “minor of-
fence like using a fake pass-
port” Gujarel had been de-
tained in prison for over
seven months, “This inse-
cure situation does not go
along with the democratic
principles we are used to in
Germany.” they said, add-
ing the Maoist [eader’s “fir-
st choice” was to stay in In-
dia as a “free man”. He
would like to return to Ne-

pal as soon as the political

situation there allowed it.
“If this is impossible, he

is longing for a guaranteed |

asylum out of India, in a
European country. He
wishes to leave India with
a visa and under protec-
tion of the country, which
is willing to give him asy-
lum or with the help of an
international organisati-
on,” the lawyers said.

é
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Gyanendra ready
to hold elections

Keshav Igi'adhan /\y} ‘7
Kathmandu, March 28 <

A
KING GYANENDRA on Sunday
expressed his readiness to hold
elections and transfer power to
an elected government by April
2005. This comes five days before
the resumption of the Oppositi-
on’s agitation against the 2002
royal takeover.

Addressing a public reception
in Pokhara, about 200 km west of
here, the monarch exhorted,
“Let us not waste any more time
on empty rhetoric. Let’s take co-
ncrete measures to fulfil the peo-
ple’s desire for good governance.
Let's ascertain the future course
of our nation.”

The monarch appealed, “I call
upon all concerned to create an
environment wherein free and
fair elections can be held by 2061
(Nepali year spanning April 2004-
April 2005).” He said the Nepalese
monarchy has always worked in
accordance with people’s aspira-
tions. He remarked, “The intima-
te monarchy-people relationship
is the cornerstone of Nepalese
nationalism.” He asked politicia-
ns to rise above selfish interests
to make multi-party democracy
“strong and meaningful.”

A palace-installed govern-
ment has been running Nepal
since the October 2002 sacking of
the last elected government over
its failure to hold polls in the st-
ipulated six months. Parliament
was dissolved in May 2002 fol-
lowing infighting ifi the ruling
Nepali Congress (NC).

The NC and its agitating part-
ners — the Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist Lenin-

THE HIDUS T ot e

King Gyanendra
Poll mode

ist), the Nepal Mazdoor Kisan
Party, the Jan Morcha and the
Nepal Sadbhavana Party -— now
want the king to set up an all-
party government as a precondi-
tion for reconciliation.

Meanwhile, an army lieuten-
ant was shot dead by Maoist
rebels in Kathmandu, the police
said. The rebels fired at Lt Dhana
Bahadur Thapa near his house in
the Khusibu-Nayabazaar area
when he was on his motorbike, a
police officer said. Thapa was
taken to Birendra Military Hos-
pital in Chhauni, where he died
of the bullet wounds.

Elsewhere in the Himalayan
kingdom, two children were
killed and two others seriously
injured in a bomb explosion in
Terhathum, state-run The Ris-
ing Nepal reported.

Later, district secretary of the
Maoist organisation nicknamed

Sajjan claimed the responsibili-
ty for the incident.
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| bloody battle

Kathmandu, M!i;c/h‘> 22
(Reuters): Nepali forces dug up
bodies of Maoist rebels and
searched for scores of missing
police and soldiers today after
what could be one of the bloodi-
est battles in the kingdom’s bru-
tal eight-year rebellion.

The rebels’ elusive leader
vowed to continue raids on gov-
ernment targets despite yester-
day’s 12-hour gunbattle in west-
ern Nepal in which the army
says 500 guerrillas died and 17
police and soldiers were killed.

“The armed attacks will con-
tinue until a progressive politi-
cal solution has been reached,”
Maoist chief Prachanda, whc
goes by the one name, said in a
statement to local media.

As buildings still smouldered
a day after the attack, police and
troops said they had found the
bodies of 40 guerrillas.

“Some bodies were found bu-
ried in the banks of the Kali
river,” interior ministry spokes-
person Gopendra Bahadur Pan-
dey said. “The search is continu-
ing.”

The Maoists, fighting to re-
place the Himalayan kingdom’s
constitutional monarchy with ¢
one-party communist state, rou
tinely carry their dead away
from encounters, often burying
them in the soft sand near rivers
and dry river beds.

Fifty-eight police and district
officials are missing. It is not
known if any soldiers are also
missing. There was no independ-
ent confirmation of the official
tally. Both sides routinely exag-
gerate enemy casualties and un- |
derstate their own. l

Nepali newspapers quoted
rebel sources saying they had
killed 150 soldiers and police and
lost less than 40 of their own.

If the official toll is true, it
would be the bloodiest single bat-
tle since the revolt began in the
world’s only Hindu kingdom in
© 1996, devastating the tourism
and farm dependent economy.

More than 9,000 people, most
of them rebels, have died so far.

The battle began just before
midnight on Saturday when
rebels swooped down from sur-
rounding hills and stormed
a bank, a jail and government
buildings in the town of
Beni, about 280 km west of Kath-
mandu.

;{_\_I_e_gal for 4
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500 Maoists

SNS & PTI

KATHMANDU, March
21. — At least 500 Maoist
rebels were killed and 200
injured in one of the blood-
iest gunfights with security
forces in western Nepal,
where the rebels attacked a
district headquarters, freed
some prisoners from a jail
and looted a bank, the
army said today.

Eleven soldiers and
seven policemen also lost
their lives in the gun-fight
that took place in Myagdi
district, 450 km west of
Kathmandu, Royal Nepal
Army spokesman Col.
Deepak Gurung told
reporte? “On the basis of

THE STATES

what our people and wit-
nesses saw, we believe 500
Maoists were killed and
200 others injured,” he
said, adding the encounter
lasted for 12 hours.

This was the highest
causuality suffered by the
Maoists in a single incident

since the army was mo-

bilised in November 2001,
Col. Gurung claimed.
Launching aerial att-
acks, the joint teams of
security forces foiled an
attempt by the Maoists to
capture Benibazaar, the
district headquarters of
Myagdi district. Most of
those killed include mili-
tants and some were their
commanders, the spokes-
man said, adding the army

g

senzed an AK 4 nﬂe
from a slain rebel,

The Maosits also cafried
away the bodies of their
dead comrades while the
fighting continued, Col.
Gurung said.

The fighting started
when the Maoists simulta-
neously attacked Kalidas
battalion post of the army
responsible for construct-
ing roads in the district,
Myagdi district adminis-
tration office, district
development committee
and district police offices
last night, he said.

The attack on Myagdi
was the second major
strike by rebels on a district
headquarter this month.

It came 17 days after the

MAED 22 MaR onm

killed

Maoists launched a three-
pronged attack in Bhojpur
district, killing at least 32
security personnel.

There were also reports
of gunfights Sunday bet-
ween rebels and security
forces in Parbat and Bag-
lung districts.

In Chitwan district,
rebels blasted the control
tower at Mahauli airport
Saturday night, destroying
it and equipment worth
Rs.25 million. The airport
is a gateway to the Royal
Chitwan National Park, a
major tourist attraction in
the Himalayan kingdom. Ir
Nawalparasi district, isecu-
rity forces killed a Maoist
and arrested a second,
Radio Nepal reported.

/



Colonel Deepak Gurung
in Kathmandu (AFP)

al rebels
<lﬂcpq;ll 29in

telecom p \5
tower Stl;lk

Kathmandu, March
(Reuters): Hundreds of Ma01st
rebels stormed a telecommuni-
cations tower in eastern Nepal,
killing 29 soldiers in their
biggest offensive since peace
talks with the government col-
lapsed in August, the military
said.

Army spokesman Colonel
Deepak Gurung said troops
killed 10 guerrillas after yester-
day's attack in Bhojpur district,
a stronghold of the rebels who
are fighting to replace Nepal’s
monarchy with a communist
state.

“They bombed the tele-
phone tower and destroyed it,”
Gurung said today, adding that
communications in the area
had been snapped after the at-
tack in Himalayan foothills 500
km east of Kathmandu.

Another army official said
more than 1,000 rebels, armed
with automatic weapons and
bombs, wanted to capture the
district capital but were re-
pelled by soldiers. At least 10
troops were missing after the

clash that also left 23 people

wounded. Violence has surged
in Nepal since the guerrillas
walked out of peace talks after
the government refused to com-
promise on the future of the
monarchy.

Officials say about 1,700
people, most of them rebels,
have been killed since August,
taking to more than 8,900 the
total deaths since the revolt
began in 1996. Gurung said the
rebels also bombed the office of
the district administrator and
the local branch of a state-

owned bank causing minor

damage to the buildings.

“But they could not take
away valuables or cash from
the bank,” Gurung said.

There was no comment
from the rebels, whose revolt

has crippled Nepal's tourism-

dependent economy, scared
away investors and threatened
the stability of the kingdom,

wedged between Asian giants, |

China and India. “The rebels
ran away after an army heli-
copter with night vision facili-
ties began aerial patrol,” one
official said.

The rebels have been
blamed for a string of small
bomb attacks in Kathmandu in
recent days. Nepal has been in
turmoil since King Gyanendra,
who ascended to the throne in
2001, fired an elected Prime
Minister the following year.

THE TELEGRAPH
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W|the Maoists, who have
‘ been struggling for a re-
publican form of government for
eight long years now, and whose
violent methods forced the gov-
ernment to impose emergency
for the first time after 1960, the
Thapa government has announ-
ced a policy of “surrender and
amnesty”. Besides the provision
of employment and securi?', the
government has-assumed finan-
cial assistance ranging from Rs
1,000 to Rs 20,000 to the Maoists
who surrender their weapons.
Unveiling the policy, minister
for information and communi-
cations and government spokes-
person ‘Kamal Thapa said in
December: “The government
appeals to the Maoists to make
use of the opportunity,” adding,
“We assure them of providing
security and employment.”

Amnesty

According to the policy, the
government has set up an
Investigation and Probe Centre
at Sundarijal in the capital and a
rehabilitation centre in Dhakal
Tar of Tanahu district. Kamal
Thapa informed that the Inves-
tigation Centre would probe into
the applications filed by the
Maoists in order to find out the
genuine ones. The 4-page policy
paper states that the government
would grant amnesty to the
Maoists who surrender before
12 February 2004.

Quite expectedly, the Maoist
rebels have reacted strongly to
the government’s offer for “sut-
render and amnesty”. Maoist su-
premo Pushpa Kamal Dahal, po-
pularly known as Prachanda,
said the offer is “suspicious” and
is a “new tactic” of the govern-
ment. Prachanda stressed: “The
newly announced so-called
price-list for surrender is noth-
ing but the government’s tactics
to build up the morale of the
already waning royal army,
which is on the verge of col-
lapse.” Prachanda claimed that
the price-list had proved that
many soldiers of royal army had
quit the government side and
had been joining the “people’s
army”.

Prachanda also claimed that
after the cease fire break, the
people’s army had seized hun-
dreds of modern weapons such
as LMG, M-16 and SLR from
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the royal army. Calling the
government’s statement “pathe-
tic and paradoxical”, Prachanda
appealed to all people to “unite’
with them to bring a “republican
state”. Significantly, Prachanda
also emphasised that it was high

- time for all leftist, progressive,

democratic and patriotic forces
to unite to root out “feudal dic-
tatorship” from the country and
move ahead for the construction
of a republican state through a
“constituent assembly”. He
underlined his willingness and
readiness to hold talks with all
on this objective.

Resentment

All parliamentary and mains-
tream Nepali political parties
and interest groups want the ex-
isting ad hoc arrangements re-
sulting in concentration of pow-
ers and increase in authoritarian
tendencies to end at the earliest.
They all, though, do not seem to
be in agreement with each other
on the immediate step or ob-
jective. Therein lies the rub; that
has been helping the powers that
be. But, beyond doubt the re-
sentment against the status quo
is not only on the increase but it
is also becoming more vocal and,
at times, violent. Happily, His
Majesty’s government and His
Majesty himself are not unaware
thereof.

The Nepali Congress supre-
mo, Girija Prasad Koirala, had a

-
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50-minute meeting with King

Gyanendra in January. The two

discussed the present situation

in the kingdom and the future
course of action. However, after
the meeting, Koirala stated that
he was “not so optimistic” about
the outcome of the meeting. In

his Nepali Congress Office at
Teku, Koirala told press persons
that there had been evidence
that time and again the King had
turned away from his words. He
also revealed that he had urged
upon His Majesty the King that
the restoration of the dissolved
House of Representatives was
the only “suitable option” for.an
outlet. On the other hand, he
added that the five parties — of
which the Nepali Congress is the
leading light and which include
the UML, the Nepal Sadbhava-
na Party (Anandi Devi Group),
the NMKP and the Jan Morcha
Nepal — would continue its
“anti-regressive” movement,
despite the series of audiences
granted by the king to political
leaders.

Incidentally, the House of Re-
presentatives would have com-
pleted its full term in May this
year. But Koirala has been con-
sistently insisting upon the
restoration of the House. Rele-
vantly, the Supreme Court of
Nepal has only recently rejected
a public writ petition stating
there was no provision in the
constitution for calling a session

RED DEMOCRACY-1I
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Nepal Is Drifting Towards A Failed State

1

of the dissolved House of Rep-
resentatives.

Commenting on the royal
audiences, Prachanda said re-
cently that the King wanted to
bring about a “split” among
parties through the “audience
tactic”. In a statement, Pracha-
nda said that the audiences “are
nothing but the King’s tactic to
bring division among the parties

who have been protesting ag-

ainst regression”. On the other
hand, the UML, the largest
leftist party in the mainstream,
has agreed in principle to hold a
Round Table Conference, a ma-
jor demand put forth by the
Maoist rebels during the failed
peace process, the party sources
said recently.

Economy

Amidst this political uncer-
tainty, the kingdom’s economy is
moving from bad to worse. The
manufacturing sector shrank by
10 per cent. Trade and tourism
dropped by 10.8 per cent. On the
individual plane, tourism drop-
ped by 28 per cent. According to
an estimate, the damage caused
by the Maoists stands at $500
million. Happily, the economy
has been largely saved by re-
mittances which stand at $90
million each year.

However, the World Bank has
warned Nepal that it would drift
into a “failed state” if the 8-year-
old Maoist conflict is not resol-
ved in time. The multilateral do-
nor agency has shown serious
concern over the deteriorating
security situation. Its Country
Assistance Strategy 2004-07,
which is yet to be launched,
warns that the country is getting
into a widespread armed conflict
and breakdown of state institu-
tions are the major risk factors at
present.

Things are serious. Casual and
ad hoc approaches are bound to
be worse than useless. Rising ab-
ove pettiness and avoiding im-
mediate gains, in the interest of
the people and the country, are
the needs of the hour. Time, in-
deed, is running out. Statesman-
ship and enlightenment could be
the only meaningful and pur-
poseful strategy in the existing
state of affairs. Obviously initia-
tives under the given circums-
tances, have to come from the
top.

‘Concluded)
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ln the- chilling and biting cold

WITHE

of winter, the politics of the

mountain kingdom of Nepal
seems to be warming up. Various
political actors, including the
powers that be, have become
active simultaneously — even
though in varying degrees and
for varying objectives. Though it
daes not appear, for sure, that a
new phase of more democratic,
participatory and meaningful
politics is in the offing, it appears
crystal clear that every segment
of the political class wants to
play to the gallery to the best of
its ability and capacity.

Parliament

The South Asian landlocked
state in the eastern Himalayas
today is the only state in the
region without a popularly elec-
ted legislature. The 205-member
directly elected Pratinidhi Sabha
has been out of existence since
22 May 2002, when it was dis-
solved by King Gyanendra Bir
Bikram Shah Dev on the recom-
mendation of the then Prime
Minister, Sher Bahadur Deuba.
The upper and permanent house
of the bicameral parliament, the
Rashtriya Sabha — containing
both indirectly elected and
nominated elements — could
have met under the constitution
and indulged in the exercise of
interest-articulation and inter-
est-aggregation. The powers that
be nixed any such exercise. Its
numerica} strength was also al-
lowed to dwindle as falling
vacancies were not filled up.
Worse, the local bodies have also
lost their existence. Of course,
the government has chosen to
nominate several people to look
after these bodies.

After the dismissal of the Sher
Bahadur Deuba ministry in Oct-
ober 2002, two Prime Ministers
— Lokendra Bahadur Chand
and Surya Bahadur Thapa, the
present incumbent — assumed
office. But they did so more
because of their proximity to the
palace than to the people, more
because of royal bounty than
popular mandate. In any case,
democracy has been visibly
withering away since October

The author is Hon. Director, South
Asian  Studies Foundation, New
Delhi.

Dissent Against Nepal's Monarchy Is Rising

2002 in Nepal.

The constitution that came
into operation in November
1990 had envisaged a system of
constitutional monarchy based
on multiparty system. In fact,
this had become a reality much

before the enforcement of the
constitution, per se. As early as
April 1990, the then reigning
and ruling King, Birendra Bir
Bikram Shah Dev (1972-2001),
had dissolved the authoritarian
panchayat system (1962-1990),
lifted ban from political parties
imposed in 1961, and invited
the President of the Nepali
Congress, Krishna Prasad
Bhattarai, to head an interim
government tasked with hoid-
ing the first-ever multiparty
polls after 1959 and framing a
constitution.

7-point agenda

Significantly, the Nepali Cong-
ress had been consistently strug-
gling for the revival of multiparty
system ever since it was undone
by King Mahendra Bir Bikram
Shah Dev (1955-1972), the fath-
er of Kings Birendra and Gyan-
endra. Incidentally, King Mah-
endra has been the only monar-
ch in Nepal’s history whose two
sons ascended the throne of the
Shah dynasty established by
King Prithvi Narayan .Shah of
Gorkha in the unified Nepal in
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1769. Since October

2002,
though, there has been little
doubt about the real power-
centre and power-wielder in
Nepal. As such, any political
initiative appears serious and

meaningful only when it

emanates from the throne. King
Gyanendra has taken two pal-
pable and apparently meaning-
ful initiatives recently. The King
has come out with a 7-point ag-
enda comprising national con-
sensus, peace and security, cor-
ruption control, people-oriented
administration, national unity,
free and fair elections and an ali-
party government.

On the other hand, and quite
significantly, the King has been
meeting leaders of various poli-
tical parties, which had shown
their convincing presence in the
three Pratinidhi Sabhas elected
in 1991, 1994 and 1999. He has
granted long audiences to the
Nepali Congress supremo, Girija
Prasad Koirala, who has also
relevantly, the record of holding
the premiership for the longest
period in the post-1990 phase,
former Prime Minister and Ne-
pali Congress (Democratic)
leader, Sher Bahadur Deuba,
former deputy prime minister
and Communist Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist-Leninist) gen-
eral secretary, Madhav Kumar
Nepal, former minister and
Rashtriya Prajatantra Party

RED DEMOCRACY-

chairman, Pashupati Shamsher
Jung Bahadur Rana.

King Gyanendra has also giv-
en audience to the Nepal Maz-
door Kisan Party leader, Nara-
yan Man Bijukchhe, Nepal Sad-
bhavana Party (Badri Mandal)
President and former deputy
prime minister Badri Prasad
Mandal and two ministers in the
Surya Bahadur Thapa ministry,
Prakash Chandra Lohani and
Kamal Thapa.

Political culture

In his characteristic style, the
monarch, officially known as
Shree Panch, has met all these
leaders only individually —
oblivious of the importance and
relevance of what is known as
collective wisdom. But then the
style adopted by the king has
always come handy and is not
exceptional in the Nepali politi-
cal culture. More often than not,
the leader who gets an exclusive
audience feels quite elated at the
cost of democratisation and
liberajisation .of the polity and
society. It does not, though,
mean that political leaders do
not suggest that the King should
meet various leaders collectively
to ‘discuss the nitty-grity of the
kingdom’s politics.

Why has the king embarked
on meeting leaders of various
political hues in the kingdom?
Reasons are obvious. The inter-
national community no longer
feels the importance of doubtful
divinity in the politics of the new
millennium. It has got used to
see multiparty system based on
cooperative competition alive
and kicking; it has become fond
of seeing elected legislatures re-
flecting the urges and aspira-
tions of the hoi polloi. On the
domestic front, too, resentment
against the existing arrangement
is growing fast and becoming
more vocal.

Demand for a republican
form of government, which has
been the main plank of the
violence-friendly Maoists, is
seeing more and more takers
among the peace-loving com-
mon Nepalis, too. Going to the
streets and indulging in agitprop
for this purpose is becoming
more intensified.

(To be concluded)



KATHMANDU, Feb. 17. — Maoists shot
dead a former MP in Nepal today, the
day life in the country came to a standstill
after a bandh called by the rebels.

Police said three to four people entered
the ancestral home of Khem Narayan
Fauzdar (52), former member of the
upper House of parliament, and leader of
the Nepali Congress (Democratic) party,
and pumped at least three bullets into
him before escaping.

Fauzdar, who had been an MP for six
years from the mid-90s to 2002, was killed
in Nawalparasi district in western Nepal, a
day after the government media said secu-
rity forces had shot dead at least 35 rebels
in another district in western Nepal.

The state-run Radio Nepal had said last
night that security forces had encircled at
least 1000 insurgents in western Kalikot
district and killed at least 35, which was
likely to include senior rebel leaders.

Fauzdar’s death comes 48 hours after
an activist was killed by the Maoists in the
heart of Kathmandu city for starting an
organisation that was demanding rehabil-
itation and justice for the people vic-
timised by the insurgents.

Even as Mr Deuba, who had survived
an attempt on his motorcade by the
Maoists late last year, condemned
Fauzdar’s killing, the city remained paral-
ysed in response to the second bandh call

Nepalese policemen patrol a street in Kathmandu
on Tuesday.— AFP

in six days given by the rebels.

The fresh killings are likely to deepen
the fear and contribute towards ensuring
another massive shutdown from 25
February, when the Maoists have called a
five-day bandh.
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‘Magists kidnap 400

wwomen in Nepal

KATHMANDU, Feb. 16. — Maoist reb-
els killed three persons, including a child,
and abducted 400 women for refusing to
cooperate with them in Nepal, reports
said today, on the eve of another Maoist-
called bandh in Nepal, the second in less
than a week. }

In a separate incident, a civilian was kil-
led when a bomb planted by Maoists ex-
ploded in Jhapachowk in Jhapa district,
the government-run Gorkhapatra daily
reported.

Yesterday, a 36-year-old man was gunned
down in Bagbazar in the evening, in one of
the busy commercial areas of the capital,
with police unable to arrest the assailants
despite descriptions by eyewitnesses.

The victim, Ganesh Chiluwal, headed
an organisation comprising people victi-
mised by the rebels and had reportedly
received death threats from them to close
his office or face the consequences,

The Maoist Victims’ Association had
been meeting the international commun-
ity, officials and human right activists to
press for the rehabilitation of people dis-
placed due to the Maoists, tortured by
them or orphaned.

During the year-end, when Nepal cele-
brated Dashain, one of its biggest festi-
vals, the association members had camp-
ed in one of the prominent public places
in the capital to highlight the fact that
they had no means or relatives to share
the festival with due to the Maoists.

Though the outlawed organisation did
nnt immadiatelv claim responsibility for

a letter signed by the so-called head of
the “Maoist Valley Coordination”, asking
him to close the office at the place where
he was later gunned down, or face death.

Last week, the association had burnt
effigies of Prachanda, aka Pushpa Kamal
Dahal, the supreme chairman of the reb-
els, and his deputy Dr Baburam Bhattar-
ai, in the capital, calling the former a
“murderer”.

As members of the organisation gath-
ered in the city to take out his cortege,
news reached the city about the insur-
gents on Sunday firing on a passenger bus
in Thapa chowk of eastern Jhapa district,
resulting in the death of a nine-year-old
girl and another passenger.

Last Thursday, during another bandh,
at least two passengers died when the in-
surgents hurled bombs at one of the few
public buses defying the call and continu-
ing to ply with the help of armed security
personnel.

The local media reported the abduc-
tion of 300 students from Jungar Higher
Secondary School in Rolpa district, con-
sidered a Maoist stronghold. There were
also reports of at least 400 women from
Bhaikhale area in Accham district being
taken as prisoners.

Meanwhile, 26 Maoist workers surren-
dered before security forces in Rautahat
district, the report added.

The news of the abductions comes on
the eve of the Nepal king and queen’s
tour of the remote districts, including
Maoist strongholds where the political
parties have been afraid to venture since
the breaking off of the ceasefire.

From tomorrow, a spate of festivities

" -vide to mark the 54th anniversary
1 are scheduled to be held.
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Kathmandu: Amid tight secu-
rity, King Gyanendra is sched-
uled to attend a function in the
Maoist stronghold of Nepal-
gunj town in mid-western
Nepal on Sunday, where the
rebels exploded bombs and
called three-day general strike.

Authorities said that secu-
rity has been beefed up and
preparations are complete for
the civic reCeption of . the
King, .~Whose visit since
Thursday, is being seen as a

crF

WO
popularity test. \

Targetting the function, the
Maoists have called a three-
day general strike in Bheri
and Karnali zones from Fri-
day, while the rebels have also
exploded four bombs in
Nepalgunj on the same day.
No one was injured.

The civic reception func-
tion of the King is being or-
ganised at a time when the
five political parties are in-
tensifying their pro-democra-
¢y agitation in different parts
of the country.
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Nepal royal
couple visit
Kalighat tem ple

) KT
_f‘ 5 STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA. Jan. 31. ~— The Crown Prince of Nepal,
Parag Bir Vikram Bahadur Shah Dev, and Her High-
'| ness Himani Bhagyalakshmi Shah Dev, visited the Ka-
1i temple at Kalighat amid tight security this morning.

A huge crowd gathered outside the police cordon
near the temple to have a glimpse of the royal couple
who arrived at 11.45 a.m..

Dressed in traditional Punjabi and kurta, the prince
waved at the crowed as he got down from the car. The
smiling Prince and Princess tried to come forward, but
were prevented from doing so by Special Branch offi-
cers on duty. But they did pose for a photograph.

Police and the temple priests then took the couple in-
to the temple to offer prayers. They stayed inside the
temple for about 15 minutes and left at noon.

The royal couple had landed at the Kolkata airport
{ at 9.25 a.m. from where they went to ITC Sonarban-

gla Hotel. They are invited for dinner at the Raj Bha-

van tonight. They will leave the city tomorrow

morning by a Royal Nepal Airlines flight. .

Meanwhile, the entire Kalighat temple complex, in-
cluding shops, were closed since this morning. Police vir-
tually took control of the whole area gincé 8.00 a.m. and
not a single shopowner was allowed to open his shop.

Today being an auspicious day for Kali Puja, thou-
sands of pilgrims who came from seversl parts of the
country were stranded. Mr Tamal Ba.neﬂee ‘A resident
of Burdwan who came to the temple early in the morn-
ing said, “I did not know that the common. peaple will
not be allowed inside for secunty reasons. Even the
shops for prasadam are closed.” A section of the shop-
owners too expressed their anger against the police for
not allowing them to open their shops. As a result, the
brisk business which they do on Saturdays was hit,
some traders alleged.
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o 4o Save N (_epal

\ lee Maoists yet another chance

Poht: | parties in Nepal must put aside their differences
if they are serious about restoring order. None has
displayed any good sense yet to end the 15-month-old
political imbroglio that followed King Gyanendra’s
dismissal of Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba in Octo-
ber 2002 for failure to hold the mid-term poll scheduled in
the second week of November that year. Since then there
had been proposals galore but few takers. While the King
has sought a national consensus on his seven-point agenda
~— including curbs on corruption, the need for good govern-
ance, solution to the Maoist problem and an all-party gov-
ernment — the Nepalt Congress wants the Constitution
activated. The Comuunist Party of Nepal (United Marxist-
Leninist) has put forward a nine-point “road map”,
including a fresh election and clairas it was prepared “to
address the Maoist mood”. Suryd Bahadur Thapa believes
the only way out is to hold elections. The students are
forthright: if the King fails to restore muiti-party democracy
there has to be a republican set-up. In normal course the
general elections are due in May and the interim
government’s main objective is to create a conducive
climzte. But there 1s little Thapa can do unless the political
parties cooperate. The country is back to square one with
the government again putting the “terrorist tag” on Maoists
after they walked out of the peace talks last July.

Maoist uprising since February 1996 has so far claimed
more than 8,400 lives, most of them over the past two years,
and affected the development process. Since Emergency
and the use of force have failed to tackle the menace the
threat has to be met politically. Individually political parties
are in no position to decide the country’s future so the best
they can do is to agree to the government’s proposal for a
round table conference and hammer out a solution.
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Islamabad, Jan. 4: Bhutan’s Pr-
ime Minister Lyonpo Jigmi Y
Thinley did not mince words
when he said: “While we take
comfort in the failure of the att-
empts on the life of H.E. Presi-
dent Musharraf, we cannot but
see it as yet another rude remi-
nder of our lack of will to root
out the menace of terrorism.”

In saying so boldly, he
proved that geographical size
need not come in the way of
speaking the truth.

Thinley said South Asia had
been living with the nightmare
of terrorism and there was a
need to immediately and force-
fully implement the Saarc mul-
tilateral obligations to sup-
press the menace.

The Additional Protocol to
the Saarc Convention on Ter-
rorism, which licte 4bnnn
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lunt Bhutan

eto Pak

domg what it urged other Saarc
nations to emulate — to act
against terrorism and make
South Asia safe and secure.

The Bhutanese Prime Min-
ister recalled how three armed
extremist groups from India
had sneaked into Bhutan and
established 30 camps in the
dense jungles of the kingdom.

“The strategically located
camps were used to train insur-
gents, store arms and ammuni-
tion, and to launch terrorist at-
tacks inside India,” he said.

He described how their pres-
ence impeded trade, led to the
closure of several large indus-
tries and educational institu-
tions and inhibited socio-eco-
nomic development. Innocent
people in Bhutan, Assam and
Bengal became “victims of
threat, coercion, and extor-
tion”, and misunderctandine
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