_“RAJYA SABHA ELECTIONS IN UTTAR PRADESH

Official sticks to stand on-

By J.P. Shukla %
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LUCKNOW, JUNE 25. The
Returning Officer for the Rajya
Sabha elections in Uttar
Pradesh, Rajendra Prasad
Pandey, today stuck to his
ruling and rejected the
nomination papers of the two
Congress candidates, Harendra
Agrawal and M.M. Shukla.

Mr. Pandey had rejected the
papers on the ground that the
candidates’ personal details
had not been furnished in the
format as required. The two
went to the Election
Commission, which stayed the
declaration of results and

-asked Mr. Pandey to review
the case.

After hearing arguments for
and against for the past two
days, Mr. Pandey today said
he had deliberated the case at
length in accordance with the
Commission’s directives and
saw no reason to review his
ruling.

The decision invited
protests from the two
candidates and the party’s
State unit president,
Jagdambika Pal, who said they
would move the Commission
again demanding
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? Sabha elections in the State.

countermanding of the Rajya

They demanded that Mr.
Pandey issue them a certified
copy of the decision so that
could approach the Chief
Election Commissioner
immediately before the results
could be announced
tomorrow, the last date for
withdrawal of nominations.

After Mr. Pandey left, the
Congress leaders turned to the
Chief Election Officer, Vijay
Sharma, present during the
hearing as the Election
Commission’s Observer.

They alleged that Mr.
Pandey had hatched a
conspiracy to deprive the
Congress candidates of their
democratic right to contest so
that all other candidates,
including the BJP-supported
Lalit Suri, were elected
unopposed.

They requested Mr. Sharma
to see that they got a certified
copy of Mr. Pandey’s decision
soon to enable them to take
the next step.

The leaders of the
Samajwadi Party and the
Bharatiya Janata Party have
welcomed the decision, saying
the rule of law had been
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The Revenue Minister,
Ambika Chaudhary, said that
discrepancies in the papers of
the two Congress candidates
were of their own making and
that they had tried to blame
others for their faults. Had
they acted with caution there
would have been no reason to
blame others for their
mistakes.

Earlier, Mr. Agrawal and Mr.
Jagdambika Pal claimed that
the required affidavit on Form
26 had been submitted by Mr.
Agrawal and that it had been
lost in the office of the
Returning Officer.

When Mr. Pandey refuted
this, Mr. Agrawal started
accusing Mr. Pandey of being
prejudiced. Mr. Pandey
requested him to sit down but
Mr. Agrawal said, “what can
you do if I do not sit down?”
Mr. Pandey then asked the
security guards to remove him
but Mr. Pal intervened to save
the situation.

Today’s ruling has thrown
the Congress out of the race
with the possibility of all the
11 candidates in the field
being elected unopposed.
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THE ELECTION COMMISSION hacs plainly ex-
ceeded its constitutional brief while dealing
with the Rajya Sabha elections in Uttar Pradesh.
By asking the Returning Officer to reconsider
his decision to reject the nominations of two
Congress candidates, the Commission has con-
travened a slew of judicial pronouncements
and disregarded the well-settled and salutary
principles that contribute to the smooth and
uninterrupted flow of the electoral process. It is
not- entirely clear why the Returning Officer,
RP. Pandey, rejected the nominations of
Messrs. H. Aggarwal and M.M. Shukla but re-
ports suggest this was done on procedural
grounds, that is, because their papers suffered
from certain technical flaws. The Congress,
which has alleged that the rejection is “uncon-
stitutional and unlawful,” has insinuated that
the Returning Officer was acting at the behest of
the ruling Samajwadi Party — a charge that has
not been backed by any evidence. But the polit-
ical controversy has been overshadowed by the
legal one — sparked by the Election Commis-
sion’s decision to act beyond its jurisdiction.
The simple truth is that the Commission is not
empowered to act on appeals against a Return-
ing Officer’s decision — which is exactly what it
did by asking Mr. Pandey to reconsider “rele-
vant matters” and pass such orders “as he may
deem fit.” Returning Officers act as quasi-judi-
cial authorities when accepting or rejecting
nomination papers and the courts have made it
clear that the Election Commission cannot
overrule or review the exercise of such quasi-
judicial power.

This point was reinforced only recently by the
Supreme Court in connection with a case with a
striking similarity. The background: following
the rejection of the nomination papers of a can-
didate who wanted to contest the Haryana As-
sembly election in 2000, the Election
Commission directed the Returning Officer to
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conduct a fresh scrutiny. In its judgment deliv-
ered on January 23, 2004, the Supreme Court
held that the Election Commission’s directive
was “not only illegal but also without jurisdic-
tion.” The three-member Bench also stressed
that “once the nomination paper of a candidate
is rejected, the [Representation of the People]
Act provides only for one remedy, that remedy
being by an election petition to be presented
after the election is over; there is no remedy
provided at any intermediate stage” (Ram Phal
Kundu vs Kamal Sharma). The larger purpose
behind this is to ensure that the electoral proc-
ess, once formally initiated, is smooth, unin-
terrupted and insulated from any kind of
intervention — even from the judiciary. Such a
purpose finds expression in Article 329 (b) of the
Constitution, which specifically excludes the ju-
risdiction of courts to entertain matters relating
to election disputes except through election
petitions.

The Election Commission’s communication
to Mr. Pandey may have been couched in the
form of a request, but a message from a superior
to a subordinate that suggests the review of a
decision is in the nature of a directive. The Com-
mission has compounded its mistake by direct- -
ing the Uttar Pradesh Chief Electoral Officer to
be present as the “central observer” during the
re-scrutiny of the nomination papers by Mr.
Pandey. This is likely to have the unfortunate,
and unintended, effect of creating the impres-
sion that, after committing the blunder of call-
ing for a review, it has got itself entanglc 1in the
very process of review. The Commis. .un may |
believe it has good reasons to think the Return- |
ing Officer erred by rejecting t' > nomination
papers. But the solution cannot :ie in its usurp-
ing the role of an appellate body — which, as the
Courts have pointed out, the Election Commis-
sion is decidedly not under the Constitution or
any statute.




A

/\fSthaj Patll

Ambika Soni

" elected to Rajya Sabha

NEW DELHI, JUNE 21. The Union Home ini T,
Shivraj Patil, the Health Minister, R. Anbumpni,
the former BJP Union Ministers, Jaswant Singh,
Yashwant Sinha, Dilip Singh Judev, and Pramod
Mahajan; the Congress leaders, Ambika Soni,
Capt. Satish Sharma and Sukhbans Kaur Bhin-
der, and the outgoing Rajya Sabha Deputy Chair-
person, Najma Heptulla, were declared elected
unopposed to the Rajya Sabha today in the bien-
nial elections for 57 seats.

The Congress retained its majority and will
continue to call the shots in the Upper House of
Parliament.

Mr. Patil and Mr. Mahajan were elected from
Maharashtra. Others elected are the chairman
and managing director of the Lokmat group of
newspapers, Vijay Darda (Congress), the exec-
utive editor of Saamna, Sanjay Raut, and the
Shetkari Sanghatana leader, Sharad Joshi (both
on Shiv Sena ticket), and Tariq Anwar (NCP).

Mr. Dilip Singh Judev and the senior Congress
leader, Mohsina Kidwai, were elected unopposed
from Chhattisgarh.

In Madhya Pradesh, the BJP leader, Narayan
Singh Kesri, was elected unopposed in the by-
elections to the seat vacated by the Lok Sabha
member, Kailash Joshi. Elections for three full-
term seats would be held on june 28. The BJP
leaders, Pyarelal Khandelwal, Laxminarayan
Sharma and S. Thirunavukarasar, and the Con-
gress leader, Aziz Quereshi, are in the fray.

The former Union Minister and JD(U) candi-
date, Sharad Yadav, and the Congress candidate,
RK. Dhawan, were among the candidates from
Bihar who were elected unopposed. The Rashtri-
va Janata Dal candidates, Subhash Yadav, Mang-
ni Lal Mandal, Vidya Sagar Nishad and Moitur
Rehman, and the BJP candidate, Capt. Jai Narain
Nishad, were also elected from the State.

Ms. Najma Heptulla and Mr. Jaswant Singh

were elected from Rajasthan. Others elected
from the State are the State BJP chief, Lalit Kish-
ore Chaturvedi, the Jat Mahasabha patron, Gyan
Prakash Pilania, and industrialist Santosh Bagro-
dia.

Besides Dr. Anbumani (Pattali Makkal Katchi),
the others elected from Tamil Nadu were T.TV.
Dinakaran, K. Malaisamy, N.R. Govindarajar and
S. Anbazhagan (all belonging to the All-India
Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam) and Sudar-
sana Natchiappan (Congress). '

The AICC secretary, Jairam Ramesh, industri-
alist Girish Sanghi and the former BSP leader, .
Rashid Alvi, were elected unopposed from And-
hra Pradesh. The senior Congress leader, V. Ha-
numanth Rao, bureaucrat Jesudasu Seelam, the -
Telugu Desem Party leader, C. Ramachandraiah,
and the CPI(M) nominee, P. Madhu, were also
declared elected.

From Orissa, Chhatrapal Singh (BJP), Pyari-
mohan Mohapatra (Biju Janata Dal) and Rad-
hakant Nayak (Congress) were elected
unopposed for full six year terms. Rudranarayan
Pani (BJP) was elected in the by-election held
against a vacancy caused by the resignation of
Manmohan Samal, who was elected to the State
Assembly. :

Elections will be held on June 28 in Karnataka -
to fill four seats, for which five candidates are in
the fray. Only one nominee had backed out by
the end of the deadline for the withdrawal of
nominations today. Prabhavati Jairam of the Ja-
nata Dal (Secular) withdrew her papers on June
18. The contestants are the Union Minister, Os-
car Fernandes, the Congress secretary, B.K. Hari-
prasad, the BJP national president, M. Venkaiah
Naidu, the BJP leader, Shakuntala Hegde, and
the Chennai-based industrialist, M.A.M. Ramas-
wamy (JD-S). — UNI, PTI
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" Election Commission puts off
Rajya Sabha poll result§

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 21. The Election
Commission today put off the
declaration of results of the Ra-
jya Sabha polls in Uttar Pradesh
and asked the Returning Officer
to send records of the nomina-
tion papers of the two Congress
candidates which were rejected
on Saturday.

The Commission will decide
the next course of action tomor-
row after going through the re-

cords and the ob% ons filed
by the Congress today. The
Deputy Election Commissioner,
A.N. Jha, said the records would

Shivra) Patil, Jaswant
Singh, Najma Heptulla,
others elected unopposed
to Upper House: Page 11

reach the Commission tomor-
row and a decision would be
taken by evening.

The decision to stay the dec-

laration of results and sum
the records and all necessary
and relevant papers from Luck-

now was taken at a meeting of -

the full Commission, presided
over by the Chief Election Com-
missioner, T.S. Knshnamurthy

A Congress delegation, in-
cluding the Uttar Pradesh Con-
gress Committee chief,
Jagdambika Pal, Congress Leg-
islature Party leader, Pramod

Tiwari, and senior party leader, -

Birendra Singh, in charge of
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party affairs in Uttar Pradesh,
visited the Commission today
and submitted their objections.
The party is upset over the re-
jection of the nomination pa-
pers of its candidates, Harendra
Agrawal and M.M. Shukla, on
the grounds that personal infor-
mation submitted by them was
not in accordance with the stip-
ulated format. The party dele-
gation pleaded before the
Commission that results should
not be declared till the nomi-
nation papers were re-examin-
ed. The delegation told the
Commission that the Returning
Officer’s decision to reject the
nomination papers was “un-

! democratic and unconstitution-
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As many as 11 Rajya Sabha
seats from the State are at stake.
In the fray are industrialist, Anil
Ambani, the former cine star,
Jaya Bachchan, hotelier Lalit
Suri and others.

The Samajwadi Party leader,

. Amar Singh, also met the Depu-

ty Election Commissioner to-
day. He described the Congress
charges as “baseless.” The re-
sults were expected to be de-
clared today and at the end of
the deadline for the withdrawal
of nominations there would
have been 11 candidates for as
many vacancies in the biennial
electionts for Pradesh to
the Councjl-of States.




“Rajya Sabha polls in UP stayed

NEW DELHI/LUCKNOW,
June 21. — The Election Com-
mission today stayed the decla-
ration of Rajya Sabha results in
Uttar Pradesh following a
Congress petition against the
rejection of two of its candi-

dates in the state. The EC will -

look into the matter and annou-
nce its decision by tomorrow.
Till then, the fate of 11 candi-
dates, who otherwise would
have got elected unopposed, ha-
ngs in balance.

Prominent among them are
Reliance vice-president Mr Anil
Ambani and Mrs Jaya
Bachchan (both SP); Dr Murli
Manohar Joshi, Mr Arun
Shourie and Mr Lalit Suri (all
BJP), and BSP supremo Miss
Mayawati.

The poll panel has asked the
UP chief election officer to send
all records of nomination
papers of the two Congress can-
didates, Mr Madan Mohan and
Mr Haren Aggarwal, rejected
by returning officers on techni-
cal grounds. The papers will be
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Premature celebration

Mayawati, MM Joshi, Anil Ambani
and Jaya Bachchan

analysed by the EC tomorrow,
Deputy Election Commissioner
Mr AN Jha said.

The EC took up the issue
after the Congress filed a com-
plaint alleging that the UP gov-
ernment had influenced the
state election officer to cancel
the nomination papers. In all,
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13 members filed nomination
papers for the 11 Rajya Sabha
seats in UP.

But for the EC move, the
unopposed victory of the re-
maining 11 candidates would
have been imminent, Today was
the last day for withdrawal of
nomination papers.

However, two Union minis-
ters and some former ministers
got elected unopposed to the
Upper House today. They
included Mr Shivraj Patil, Ms
Ambika Soni, Mr Satish
Sharma, Mr RK Dhawan, Mr
Jairam Ramesh, Ms Mohsina
Kidwai, (all from the Congress),
Mr R Anbumani (PMK), Mr
Jaswant Singh, Mr Yashwant
Sinha, Mr Pramod Mahajan, Mr
Dilip Singh Judeo (from the
BJP), and former Rajya Sabha
deputy chairperson Ms Najma
Heptullah.

Nationalist Congress Party
leader Mr Tariq Anwar, and Shiv
Sena’s Mr Sanjay Raut (editor of
party mouthpiece Saamna) were
elected unopposed from Maha-
rashtra. The AIADMK had four
of its candidates elected from
Tamil Nadu.



All Candidates From State Set To Win Unopposed

see no contest.
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LL the contenders for Rajya Sabha from Bi-
Ahar are set to be elected unopposed, as only

seven have filed nomination papers for the
seven seats.

Bihar RS polls

outin open
7 Nﬁ Our Political Bureau
AN INTTT 7 NEW DELHI 17 JUNE
HE war between Rashtriva Janata Da
(RJD) chief Laloo Prasad Yadav and Lol
Janshakti leader (LJP) Ram Vilas Paswan
two leading components of the United Progres

JD(U)’s Sharad Yadav was the only candidate to
file his papers on Thursday, the
last day. The other six candi-
dates filed their papers on
Wednesday. The candidates are
expected to be declared elected
on 19 June, the last date of
withdrawal.

The biennial poll to the five
Rajya Sabha seats and the by-
poll to the two Rajya Sabha
seats were scheduled on 28
June. Those filing their papers
for the biennial poll were
Shubash Yadav, Moti-ur-Rah-
man, R.K. Dhawan, Jainarain Nishad and Sharad |
Yadav. Magni Lal Mandal and Vidya Sagar Nishad
{both RID) had filed their papers for by-election to
the two seats which got vacated after the resigna-
tion of Laloo Prasad Yadav and Rajiv Ranjan Singh
alias Lallan Singh.

The run-up to the Rajya Sabha elections in the
state has also set the stage for shadow boxing be-
tween the RID and the LIP leaders.
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sive Alliance, is out in the open. After denyin,
~] the latter the chance to lor
| over the railways ministr
again, the RJD strongiman ha
ensured that the Lok Jan
shak1i is not given any ticke:
or the ensuing Rajya Sabha
biennial polls from Bihar.
And now comes the news
that the RJD is set to poach
from Mr Paswan’s outfit its
general secretary Rajesh Ran-

WaLkover: Sharad Yadav arrives in Patna jan, aka Pappu Yadav, whose
to file his nomination on Thursday. ~ PTI  wife Ranjeet Ranjan is the LJP

MP from Saharsa.

Mr Pappu Yadav, currently lodged in judicial
custody following the orders of the Supreme
Court for his alleged involvement in the murder
of CPM MLA Ajit Sarkar, had lost the just-con-
cluded Lok Sabha polls from Purnea, but suffered
the mortification of seeing his wife win.

Itching to come back to political action, Mr

Pappu Yadav has now dedlared that he'll contest '

the by-election for the Madhepura seat. £
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“BJP rewards Najma

NEW DELHI, June 10. — The BJP
leadership has apparently decided to
pitch for Ms Najma Heptulla for the
post of Deputy Chairperson of the
Rajya Sabha in the hope that she
would win via cross voting from other
parties. The Samajwadi Party and the
Nationalist Congress Party may sup-
port her candidature. She is close to
the NCP chief, Mr Sharad Pawar.

The BJP view is that with her 24
years’ experience in the Rajya Sabha
of which she spent 15 years as
Deputy Chairperson she must have
created personal friends to help her
win the election which may not even
have a whip. Ms Heptulla immedi-
ately thanked the BJP by giving it a
certificate of secularism.

Before the Lok Sabha elections,
she had lauded the leadership of Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee and attacked
Mrs Sonia Gandhi over her foreign
origin. The BJP has now tried to
send a message that it could be trust-
ed by “friends”, a party leader said.

As the party announced its nomi-
nations for the RS polls, it appears to
_ have followed the beaten path
instead of evolving criteria for minis-
ters who lost the LS polls. Therefore,
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A w1th RS ticket

Mr Murli Manohar Joshi and Mr
Yashwant Sinha were given nomina-
tions from Uttar Pradesh and Jhar-
khand respectively, but Syed Shah-
nawaz Hussain, the lone Cabinet mi-
nister in the NDA government from
the minority community, was not.

There was a lot of pressure from
the RSS to give a Rajya Sabha seat
to Mr Joshi as they are concerned
with the United Progressive Allia-
nce’s attack on the NDA for saffro-
nisation of education. The former
disinvestment minister, Mr Arun
Shourie, was not nominated though
Mr Dilip Singh Judeo, caught on
camera taking a bribe, was given the
seat from Chhattisgarh.

The nominations of Mr M Ven-
kaiah Naidu from Karnataka, Mr
Jaswant Singh from Rajasthan and
Mr Pramod Mahajan from Mahara-
shtra were as expected. Mrs Shakun-
tala Hegde, Ramakrishna Hegde’s
widow, has been nominated for the
second seat from Karnataka and she
may have to depend on second pref-
erence votes for victory. Former
BJP president Mr Pyarelal Khandel-
wal has been given a seat from MP.
Mr Narayan Singh Kesari and Mr S
Thirunavukarasar were the other
nominees from the state.

Another report on page 4
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K. SUBRAHMANYA

New Delhi, June 9: The Supre-
me Court’s order today vacat-
ing its stay on the Rajya Sabha
elections has come as a relief to
the Congress.

It has paved the way for the
election of home minister Shiv-
raj Patil, power minister PM.
Sayeed and minister of state for
programme implementation
Oscar Fernandes to the Upper
House.

The three are not members
of either the Lok Sabha or the
Rajya Sabha and have to get
themselves elected to either
House within six months of
their appointment as minis-
ters.

While Patil is expected to
seek election from his home
state Maharashtra and Fernan-
des from his home state Kar-
nataka, Sayeed, who is a resi-
dent of Lakshadweep, would
have to seek election from out-
side the Union territory as it
does not have representation in
the council of states.

Congress leaders see no
hitch in getting Sayeed elected
to the Upper House, though
columnist Kuldip Nayar’s peti-
tion questioned the constitu-
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tlonal ‘%ildlty of last year\s
amendments to the Representa-
tion of Peoples Act that allowed
a resident of one state to seek
election from another.

“Since the court has stated
that the election would be
subject to its final judgment on
the writ petition, there is no bar
on fielding any candidate to
contest the Rajya Sabha elec-
tions as of now. In case the
court strikes down the amend-
ment to the Representation of
Peoples Act in its final judg-
ment and restores the earlier
legal position, then those elect-
ed from outside his state of or-
dinary residence would lose his
membership,” said a senior
leader.

He, however, did not foresee
the possibility of the apex
court striking down the amend-
ed law. After all, the stay order
on the elections — now to be
held on June 28 instead of
June 21 as scheduled earlier —
came before arguments on the
petition had commenced, he
said.

“Once the court considers
the merits of Parliament’s
amendment legislation, it
would be impossible for it to
strike down the amended law,”

/RS chee t for Congress

sa1d another lea T,

Even so, to be truthful, Say-
eed is expected to state in his af-
fidavit to go along with the
nomination papers that “heisa
normal resident of ‘A’ state but
seeking election to the Rajya
Sabha from ‘B’ state”, the
leader added.

The party also sees no threat
to Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh. “As a member elected for
the third term from Assam, he
is already a registered voter in
that state and qualifies to be an
ordinary resident of that state
as required even under the ear-
lier election law.

“Similarly, two other mem-
bers — law minister H.R.
Bhardwaj (Madhya Pradesh)
and R.K. Anand (Jharkhand) —
are registered as voters in the
state which they are currently
representing in the Upper
House, though they originally
hailed from other states,” said a
source.

The only person who could
have a problem, the source
added, is M.S. Gill. The former
chief election commissioner,
a voter in Delhi, was elected
to the Upper House from Pun-
jab last April as a Congress
nominee.
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NEW DELHI, June 9. — The Supreme
Court (coram, Balakrishna, Reddi, JJ)
today lifted its 4 June order staying elec-
tions to 65 vacant Rajya Sabha seats and
permitted the Election Commission to
announce a revised polling schedule for it
but said that such results would be subject
to the final orders of the court on the
matter.

The court clarified that poll results
would be subject to any final orders on two
petitions, one filed by journalist Mr Kuldip
Nayar and another by a former member of
the Rajya Sabha, Mr Inder Jit, challenging
a recent amendment to the law that deletes
the domiciliary requirement of candidates
contesting the Rajya Sabha polls.

“..We do not think that it is just and
proper that the interim stay should contin-
ue. We hereby vacate the interim stay. As
the presidential notification has already
been issued and the election process has
started we do not think that there are com-
pelling reasons to stop the election process
at this stage; especially in view of the pre-
sumption of constitutionality of the
impugned provisions,” the court said.

However, keeping in mind the possibil-
ity that the impugned amendment may be
found unconstitutional, the court made it
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a must for all candidates seeking election
to the Rajya Sabha to indicate clearly in
their nomination form 2C the state in
which they are ordinarily resident.

Implying that if the court does come to
the conclusion that the amendment is
unconstitutional on the ground that it
violates the basic structure of the
Constitution, any member not ordinarily
resident in a particular state would have
to vacate the seat. The court is likely to
hear the matter in detail on 12 July.

Appearing for the Union, Mr Gopal
Subramaniam stated that there can be no
interdict of the election process once it’s
under way. EC counsel Mr S Murlidhar
stated that the EC was constitutionally
duty-bound to complete polls.

Mr Nayar’s counsel said false declara-

tions are punishable but Parliament has
legalised the practice. Mr Fali S Nariman,
counsel for Mr Inder Jit, said the require-
ment that the elector be ordinarily resi-
dent in the state from which he is seeking
poll is part of the constitutional scheme of
federalism.
Poll dates: The Election Commission
today announced a fresh schedule for
Rajya Sabha polls. Nominations will open
on 17 June, scrutiny will take place the
next day, withdrawal of nominations
would close on 21 June followed by pol-
ing on 28 June, said an EC spokesman.
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Election Commission

moves Supreme Court
@ ‘Lift the stay on Rajya Sabha) polls’

By J. Venkatesan

Commission, which has been
restrained by the Supreme
Court from proceeding with the
Rajya Sabha polls, today moved
the Court with an application
for lifting the stay.

The Commission filed the ap-
plication with a request that the
matter be heard today itself at
the residence of the presiding

. judge. The Central Government
- also filed a similar application.

But after perusing the applica-
tions, a Bench of Justice B.N.
Agrawal and Justice P. Venkat-
arama Reddi said the matter
would be listed on Monday for
further orders.

Earlier in the day, the Com-
mission asked the Chief Electo-
ral Officers of various States not
to accept the nomination forms
from candidates ip-vi

on hold election process.

The Commission in its appli-
cation submitted that the noti-
fication for the Rajya Sabha
polls for filling 65 vacancies was
issued on the morning of June 4,
prior to the Court’s interim or-
der. Citing earlier decisions that
under Article 329 (b) of the Con-
stitution no court could inter-
fere once the election process
starts, the Commission request-
ed the Court to lift the stay to
enable it to complete the proc-
ess as otherwise there would be
a constitutional crisis of not fill-
ing the vacant seats.

A vacation Bench of Justice
Ruma Pal and Justice B.N. Agra-
wal had on Friday stayed the
election process after hearing
senior journalist and former Ra-
jya Sabha member Kuldip
Nayar, who assailed an amend-
ment to the Representation of
the People Act made in August
2003 that a person for getting
elected to the Rajya Sabha need
not be a resident of that partic-

ular State. The Commission
drew the Court’s attention to
the fact that after the amend-
ment to the RP Act came into
force, two byelections were
held, one in September 2003 to
fill a vacancy in Pondicherry
and another in March to fill 10
vacancies in five States. The
petitioner had rushed to the
court only on April 26 after the
completion of two rounds of
elections. As long as the amend-
ment was not stayed, the Com-
mission was bound to
implement it and discharge its
constitutional obligations to fill
the vacancies to the Rajya
Sabha.

In some States, the Commis-
sion submitted, the vacancies
had already arisen but could not
be filled because of the Assemb-
ly elections and it could not al-
low the vacancies to remain
unfilled. Due to the interim
stay, it would not be possible to
fill these vacancies.
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ourt move shadow
“on %mgh’s M

R. VENKATARAMAN

New Delhi, June 4: The Sup-
reme Court today questioned
the “unconstitutional” prac-
tice of electing Rajya Sabha
members from states they do
not belong to and stayed elec-
tions to the Upper House.

If the court pursues this line
of questioning to its conclusi-
on, it could raise the possibility
of Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh being disqualified as
an MP.

The court issued notices to
the Election Commission asking
why such members should not
be disqualified. The poll panel
has to submit its response by
June 14. A vacation bench of Jus-
tices Ruma Pal and B.N. Agarwal
directed the commission not to
issue a notification for the bien-
nial polls slated for June 23.

The order followed a petition
by columnist Kuldip Nayar, who
recently retired as a nominated
member of the Upper House.
Nayar today pleaded before the
court that a letter he had written
objecting to the practice indul-

% Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh is from
Punjab but has been

¢ elacted from Assam

ROUBLE WiTH §

% Union law minister
H.R. Bhardwaj is from
Haryana but elected
from MP

# BJP president Venkaiah
Naidu is from Andhra but
elected from Karnataka

# Former law minister Arun §
Jaitley is from Punjab but &
slected from Gujarat

# Former law minister
Jana Krishnamurthy is
fromTamil Nadu but elected
from Rajasthan

ged in by nearly all political par-
ties be treated as a public inter-
est litigation.

Notices were issued on April
28, asking the Centre, states,
Union territories and the attor-
ney-general why such Rajya
Sabha members should not be
disqualified.

But Nayar contended that
there was no point in the court
hearing the case after the vaca-
tion in the first week of July as
the elections to fill up 75 vacan-
cies in the 250-member Upper
House would have taken placed
by then. The argument led to the

# Former disinvestment
minister Arun Shourie is
from Punjab but elected
from UP

.

court staying the elections.

In its interim stay order, the
apex court said the poll panel’s
notification “shall not be pub-
lished and if it had already been
published it shall not be given
effect to”.

The court gave the commis-
sion liberty to seek modification
or vacation of the order on the
next date of hearing, June 14.

The Prime Minister (home
state Punjab) tops the list of
Rajya Sabha members elected
from states they do not belong to.
He was elected from Assam. BJP
president M. Venkaiah Naidu,

post

who is from Andhra Pradesh,
was elected from Karnataka.

Nayar had penned a newspa-
per article titled “Bringing down
the Rajya Sabha”. Along with it,
he had written a letter to the
chief justice of India pleading
him to treat it as a PIL. He said
political parties were violating
the Constitution that stipulates
persons be elected to the Rajya
Sabha from the state they
belong to.

He challenged the 2003 amen-
dment to the Representation of
People’s Act that dispensed with
the requirement of domicile for
candidates contesting for Rajya
Sabha membership.

The Upper House was crea-
ted with members to represent
the interests of their states. Why
such a House is at all needed is a
question many have asked since
Lok Sabha members, elected by
the people, command greater
legitimacy as representatives.

But, even without going into
that debate, the purpose of hav-
ing the Upper House is defeated
if its members are elected from
states they do not belong to.
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By Our Special Correspondent ¢

PATNA, JUNE 2. The Rashtriya Janata Dal presideht
and Railway Minister, Laloo Prasad Yadav, was (o-
day declared elected from the Chapra Lok Sabha
constituency defeating the BJP candidate and for-
mer Union Minister of State for Civil Aviation, Ra-
jiv Pratap Singh Rudy, by a margin of about 70,000
votes. Repolling was held in the constituency on
May 31 following allegations of rigging.

The RID's tally in the Lok Sabha is now 22 and
that of the alliance (comprising the Congress and

9,%‘;:”;’ Laloo wins Chapra seat

the Lok Janshakti Party, besides the RJD) has gone
up to 29 out of the 40 seats in Bihar. The BJP and
the Janata Dal (United) have 11 seats. The RJD has
a total of 24 seats emerging as the fifth largest party
in the Lok Sabha.

Mr. Laloo Yadav represents two constituencies
in the present Lok Sabha. He won the Madhepura
seat defeating the former Union Minister, Sharad
Yadav, by an almost identical margin. He is a
member of the Rajya Sabha and will be required
not only to resign his membership but give up
either Chapra or Madhepura as well.



Adyam admits

‘India Shmmg

@f}’ campaign failed to click ..

By Vinay Kumar
\/ y y

NEW LHLMAY 28. Admitting that the “India Shin-
ing” and “Feel Good” catchphrases widely used
by the Bharatiya Janata Party in the Lok Sabha
poll campaign failed to click, the former Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, said today that the
phrases were used by the party’s political oppo-
nents to highlight poverty, uneven development,
unemployment and problems of farmers.

Breaking his silence after the debacle of the
BJP-led National Democratic Alliance, Mr. Ad-
vani, who had crafted the party’s poll strategy,
appealed to BJP supporters and workers not to
feel despondent because of the “temporary set-
back” but make sustained efforts to re-connect to
the people and highlight their problems in the
months to come.

At a press conference at the BJP headquarters
here, Mr. Advani said the Congress-led coalition
Government should not “misread the people’s
fractured verdict as a decisive mandate for any
alliance, much less for any single party and cer-
tainly not for any individual.”

He said the Congress had only seven seats
more than the BJP. “The only unequivocal in-
terpretation of the divided verdict of elections
2004 is that the people expect the new govern-
ment to follow the path of maximum consensus,
not only within the ruling alliance but also with
the Opposition.”

He alleged that the Congress and the Commu-
nist parties carried out a “viciously negative cam-
paign, replete with falsehood, to claim that India
had actually suffered ruination under the NDA
Government.”

Admitting that the poll outcome had gone to-
tally against the party’s expectations, Mr. Advan-

isaid the situation called for introspection and
firm corrective action.

However, the BJP would continue to wage an
ideological battle against those who portray
Hindutva as “communal” for their narrow politi- |
cal ends.

Asked if the Congress president, Sonia Gand-
hi’s foreign origin issue was overplayed by the
BJP, he said the party’s view was that there was
nothing personal in it and that it was a political
issue.

And when Ms. Gandhi’s refused to accept the
Prime Minister’s post, the country heaved a sigh
of relief. On “tainted Ministers” finding Cabinet
berths in the Manmohan Singh Government, Mr.
Advani said it was “sad” to see a clean person
such as Dr. Singh making efforts to defend “taint-
ed Ministers with criminal track record.”

Union Cabinet adopts CMP

By P. Sunderarajan

NEW DELHI, MAY 28. The Union Cabinet tonight
adopted the Common Minimum Programme for-
mulated by the ruling United Progressive Alli-
ance as the National Common Minimum
Programme and decided to set up an advisory
council with a chairperson in the rank of a Cabi-
net Minister. The panel will have 20 members to
be appointed by the Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh.

The Cabinet meeting also decided that each
Ministry at the Centre would work out the mod-
alities along with the financial implications for
the implementation of the various items in the
programme that were of concern to them.
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RJD romps home in

Siwan and Bettiah

In jail, but *
“at Laloo’ S
@/ service s

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Patna, May 26: He is in jail but
has still helped his leader consol-
idate his position in the Lok
Sabha.

Controversial Rashtriya
Janata Dal member Mohammad
Shahabuddin, jailed in connec-
tion with several criminal cases,
‘was one of the two party candi-
dates who emerged victorious
from Bihar following fresh polls
in two constituencies.

Shahabuddin won from
Siwan, trouncing the Janata Dal
(United)’s Om Prakash Yadav by
1,04,000 votes to retain the seat,
while last time’s runner-up, the
CPI(M-L)’s Amar Nath Yadav,
finished third.

This was Shahabuddin’s

BIHAR COUNT

fourth consecutive win from
Siwan.

In Bettiah, the RJD’s Raghu-
nath Jha, who switched camps
from the Dal (U) just before the
elections were announced,
romped home, defeating the
BJP’s Madan Prasad Jaiswal by
a margin of nearly 35,000 votes.
Film director Prakash Jha, who
contested as an Independent, fin-
ished third.

The party’s strength in the
new House has now gone up to
23, including the two seats it won
in Jharkhand. A total repoll for
the only remaining seat, Chhap-
ra, where RJD chief Laloo Pras-
ad Yadav takes on the BJP’s Raj-
iv Pratap Rudy, is scheduled for
May 31.

Fresh polls in 429 booths in
Bettiah and 193 in Siwan were

held on Monday after a special
Election Commission team con-
firmed reports of rigging and vi-
olence in the two constituencies.

According to the affidavit
filed by Shahabuddin before the
Election Commission, the 38-
year-old faces 19 criminal cases,
including two counts of murder
and 10 counts of attempt to mur-
der, besides charges of kidnap- °
ping, extortion and unlawful as-
sembly. Seventeen of these cases
are pending before a Siwan court
and one each before courts in
Gopalganj and Jamshedpur. Sha-
habuddin is lodged in Siwan jail.

Former director-general of
police D.P. Ojha, who dared to
take on the Siwan MP and was
removed from his post by the
Rabri Devi government, had
contested the Lok Sabha polls as

Shahabuddi{l: is Siwan

an Independent from Begusarai.
He had to forfeit his deposit.

Going by the number of crim-
inal cases, the RJD’s parliamen-
tarian from Kishanganj, Mo-
hammad Taslimuddin, who de-
feated the BJP’s Shahnawaz
Hussain and was consequently
appointed a Union minister of
state, pales in comparison to
Shahabuddin.

Two other RJD leaders, al-
ready appointed ministers de-
spite facing serious corruption
charges, are Laloo Prasad, who
defeated the Dal (Uys Sharad
Yadav in Madhepura, and Jay
Prakash Narayan Yadav, who
won from Munger.

Of the 40 seats in Bihar — re-
sults of all except Chhapra have
been declared. The RJD contest-
ed 26 and won 21. /
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. Ranijit Thakuria(BJP) ...........

.//

'CHENNAI

The following is the
second instalment of the
detailed results of Lok
Sabha elections 20 4.

[ Barpeta |

A. F. Golam Osmani(INC)
Margin of victory: 68,125

Total electorate ..
Votes polied
A. F. Golam Qsmani(INC) ..
Kumar Deepak Das(AGP)

10,75,749

- 1.85.804

thers
1999: A. F, Golam Osmani (INC) won by 89362

[ Gauhati |

Kirip Chaliha(INC)
... 14,41 360

Margin of victory: 61,151
Total electorate
Votes polled ...
Kirip Chaliha(IN
Bhupen Hazarika(S!

Others

| Sitamarhi

[ Jamnagar ]

Sitaram Yadav(RJD)
Margin of victory: 98,005
Total electorate
Votes polled ...
Sitaram Yadav(RJD)
Naval Kishore Rai(JD{U))
Rajni Ranjan Sahu(SP) ...
Others

... 12,65,132
. 6,90,851
. 3,26,165
. 2,28,160
... 87,289
49,237

1999: Nawal Kishore Rai (JD-U} won by
101217

| Vaishali |

Raghubansh Prasad Singh(RJD)
Margin of victory: 1,05,935

Total electorate ...
Voltes polled
Raghubansh Prasad Singh(RJD) .
Vijay Kumar Shukla{IND) . 2,55,568
Others 1,31,688
1999: Raghuvansh Prasad Singh (RJD) won by
45392

. 11,97,345
. 7,48759
. 3,61,503

GUJARAT

| Ahmedabad |

Harin Pathak(BJP)
Margin of victory: 77,605

13,82,793

hir Vikrambhai Arjanbhai Madam KARNATAKA

INC)

Margin of victory: 5,593

Total electorate .......c.occmmmmmmmriissnnerens 10,72,175

Xoles polied 4,33,441 r KOp pal l
hir Vikrambhai Arjanbhai Madam Virupaxappa K(INC

Kovag Ghandrsshbhal Vi Grandiech ooy Vargh Vmw 4&62 3)

8;3 F‘|)a andreshbhai Valjibhai (Chan res1y 52 Total electorate .

i

Others 30,098
;999 Koradiya Chandresh Valjibhai (BJP) won
y 35719

| Junagadh ]

Barad Jasubhai Dhanabhan(lNC)
Margin of victory: 40,92

Total electorate ..
Votes polled
Barad Jasubhai Dhanabhai(INC)
Chikhaliya Bhavnaben Devarajbhai

Others 40,203

1999: Chlkha/tya Bhavnaben Devrajbhai (BJP)
won by 46848

| Kaira |
Dinsha Patel(INC)

Margin of victory: 56,749

Total e
Votes polled
Dinsha Patel(INC)
Gaekwad Shubhal

11,46,245

Bhrigu Kumar Phukan("G (BJP) 1,87,288
Others 19,604
1999: Bjjoya Chakravarty (BJP) won by 75238 OmUF; aF 2’%2’%;3 1999: dinsha Patel (INC) won by 33717
A O
Kaliabor | 1999: Pathak _Harindrakumar Ramchandra I Kapadvanij ]

=

Dip Gogoi(INC)

Margin of victory: 67,198
Total electorate ...
Voles polled ...
Dip Gogoi(INC) ....

Keshab Mahanta(AGP)
Rashidul Haque(JD(V)} ... . 1,25,966
Others 1,00,529

1999: Tarun Gogoi (INC) won by 167392
[ Mangaldoi |

Narayan Chandra Borkataky(BJP)
Margin of victory: 29,866

... 11,53,483
. 7,63,083
. 3,01,893
. 2,34,695

(BJP) won by 52968
[ Amreli
Virjibhai Thummar(INC)

-

Margin of victory: 2,030

Total el 10,25,515
Votes polled ... 4,75,646
Virjibhai Th 2,20,649
Dileep Sangham(BJP) 2,18,619
Others 36,378

1999: Sanghani Dilipbhai Nanub (BJP} won by
36324

2

] Anand

Total electorate 12,09,839
Votes polled ......coovvveirveererrenrrrncninns 848938 Solanki Bharasinh Madhavsmh(]NC)
Narayan Chandra Borkataky
(BJZ) . . 245,863 Margm.ol victory: 61,085
Madhab Rajbangshi(NC) .. 3,15997  Total 11,45,550
Apurba Bhattacharjee(AGP) 1,46,098  Votes palied ...........ovceereecenrenc 591,240
Others 40,980  Solanki Bharasinh Madhavsinh 20

N . ,07,762
1999: Machab Rajbangshi (INC) won by 16434 jayorakash Vaghajibhai Patei {Babaibhai)

P {BJP) 46,677

L Silchar Others 36,801

Sontosh Mohan Dev(INC)
Margin of victory: 21,320

Total electorate ........c..oveeimmecimeccrnnnens
Votes polled

8,79,243
6,08,233

1999: Patel Dipakbhai Chimanbhai (BJP) won
by 3661

-

| Banaskantha

Sontosh Mohan Dev(INC) ...
Kabindra Purkyastha(BJP)
Anwar Hussain Laskar(SP) ..
Others

1999: Santosh Mohan Deb (INC) won by
107752

—

| Banka

Giridhari Yadav(RJD)
Margin of victory: 4,669

Total electorate ........coovecverrernurircerinnens

]

12,13,691

Chavda Harisinhaji Pratapsinhaji(INC)
Margin of victory: 6,928

Total el 13,11,847
Votes polled ...........coocmiircenmemiminniccenees 6,42,355
Chavda Harisinhaiji Pratapsinhaji

(IN 3,01,148
Chaudhary Haribhai Parathibhai

(BJP) 2,94.220
Others 46,987
1999: Haribhai Parthibhai (BJP) won by 25976

]

.. 16,56,867
6,52,409
... 3,16,089

[ Baroda

Jayaben Thakkar(BJP)
Margin of victory: 6,603
Total electorate

Votes polled ....
Jayaben Thakkar(BJP)

Votes polled
Giridhari Yadav(RJD)
Digvijay Singh(JD(U))
Others’

1999: Digvijay Singh (JD-U) won by 21408

Buxar ]

Lalmuni Chaubey(BJP)
Margin of victory: 54,866
Total electorate ..

Votes polled .......
Laimuni Chaubey(BJP)

e 12,22, 441
.. 6,49,158
.. 2,065,980

Dadan Singh(IND) ....... . 151,114
Shivanand Tiwary(RJD) .. ... 1,33,467
Shiv Kumar Singh Kushwaha

(BSP) 75,309
Others 83,288
1999: Lal Muni Choubey (BJP) won by 11606

Jahanabad

Ganesh Prasad Singh(RJD)
Margin of victory: 46,438

Total electorate

il

Votes polled .......

Ganesh Prasad Singh(RJD) 4,00,063
Arun Kumar(JD(U)} .

Others 1,10,155
1999: Arun Kumar (JD-U) won by 17287

Madhubani

Dr. Shakil Ahmad(INC)
Margin of victory: 87,079
Total electorate
Votes polied ..
Dr. Shakil Ahmad(INC)
Hukum Deo Narayan Yada
Chaturanan Mishra(CPl) ............ccccccooo..... 92,168
Others 33,693

1999: Hukumdeo Narayan Yadav (BJP) won by
62615

... 12,57,633
. 6,95,146
. 3,28,182
. 2,41,103

Maharajganj |

Prabhunath Singh(JD(U))
Margin of victory: 46,465

Total electorate
Votes polled
Prabhunath Singh{JD(U)) ..
Jitendra Swami(RJD) ...
Dr. Mahachandra Prasa

... 11,14,665
6,64,434
,83,506
,37,041

(IND) 99,807
Others 44,080
1999: Prabhunath Singh (JD-U) won by 104063

Monghyr |

Jay Prakash Narayan Yadav({RJD)
Margin of victory: 1,27,303

Total electorate

Votes polled
Jay Prakash Narayan Yadav

{RJD) 4,80,150
Dr. Monazir Hassan(JD{U)) ................... 3,52,847
Others 9,981

1999: Brahma Nand Mandal (JD-U) won by
21815

I Patna |

(
Gaekwad Satyajitsinh Duleepsinh
(INC)

3,09,486
Others 26,834
1999: Jayaben Thakkar (BJP) won by 92 649

Bhavnagar |

Rana Rajendrasinh Ghanashyamsinh
(Rajubhai Rana)(BJP)

Margin of victory: 80,426

Total electorate
Votes polied ....

Rana Rajendrasin
na)

. 12,36,416

{BJP) 47,336
Gigabhai Bhavubhai Gohil (Gigabhai Goh:l)

(INC) 1,66,910
Others 30,585

1999: Rana Rajendrasinh Ghanshyamsin (BJP)
won by 101353

| Broach ]
Vasava Mansukhbhai Dhanjibhai
(BJP

Margin of victory: 72,202

Total electorate . 12,39,670

Votes polled ... 6,80,795
Vasava Mansukhbhai Dhanjibhai

(ST) (BUP) coeermrrvvcceemennsicssmsssssesescsssenes 2,99,630
Patel Muhammad Fansiwala

INC 2,27,428
Vasava Chhotubhai Amarsinh

(ST) WD(U)) ocvvvvrvcrrreememmmisccsscsmeserircine 1,11,600
Others 42,137

1999: Mansukhbhai Dhanjibhai Vasava (BJP)
won by 47140

| Bulsar |

Kishanbhai Vestabhai Patel(INC)
Margin of victory: 44,486
Total electorate .

13,19,778

Votes polled .. 6,89,982
Kishanbhai Vestabhai Patel

(ST} (INC) ..o arnssseernseeeesinnnns 321,769
Chaudhari Manibhai Ramjibhai

(LI (1 2 2,77,283
Others 90,930

1999: Manibhai Ramjibhai Chaudhari (BJP)
won by 26757

| Chhota Udaipur |

Naranbhai Rathwa(INC)
Margin of victory: 36,239

Total electorate .
Votes polled ..
Naranbhai Rat
Ramsinh Rathwa(ST) (BJP) ..
Others
1999: Rathva Ramsinh Patalbhai (BJP} won by
1198

| Dhandhuka |

Varma Ratilal Kalidas(BJP)
Margin of victory: 22,794
Total electorate ..

Votes polled
Vanna Ratllal Kalldas(SC) (BJP)

Ram Kripal Yadav(RJD)
Margin of victory: 38,562

"otal electorate .
‘otes polled
tam Kripal Yadav(RJD)
. P. Thakur(BJP)
ithers

999: C. P. Thakur (BJP} won by 46892

Rosera |

ashai Chaudhary(JD(U))
argin of victory: 2,37,000

Aal electorate
es polled
ashai Chaudhary(SC) .
thers 63,729
399: Ram Chandra Paswan (JD-U) won by
42916

Samastipur |

lok Kumar Mehata(RJD)
argin of victory: 1,21,173

Jtal electorate .
otes polled
fok Kumar Mehata(RJD) ..
am Chandra Singh(JD(U)) ...
ithers

. 14,33,793

106515
999: Manjay Lal (JD-U) won by 12688

Sheohar |

sitaram Singh(RJD)
Aargin of victory: 73,883
Total electorate ..
Jotes poiled
Sitaram Singh(RJD)
Mohammad Anwarul Hag(BJP)
Anand Mohan Singh(BPSP)}
Others

1999: Md. Anwarul Haque (RJD) wen by 2535

12,14,428

Mavjibhai Makwana

Votes polled

Virupaxappa K(INC)

Nagape heemappa Sal
iny

Agadi axappa Sanganna
? paxapp ¢ 1,58,552
66,837
1999. H.G. Ramulu (INC) won by 12312
] Mysore ]
CH Vliayashankar(BJP)
Margin of victory: 10,150
Total electorate 14,78,718
Votes polled .. .. 957,267
C H V||a' h 3,16,442
AS G { 'D(SL) 3,06,292
Srikantadatta Narasim araja Wadiyar
(INC) 2,99,227
Others 35,306
1999: Srikantadatta Narasimharaja Wodeyar

(INC) won by 13431

MADHYA
PRADESH

] Damoh

Chandrabhan Bthya(BJP)
Margin of victory: 94,5

Total electorate ..

]

13,98,478

Va%hela Shankersinh Laxmansinh Votes poiled ... . 591218
IN Chandrabhan Bhai ¥q é .. 2,71,869
Margin of victory: 79,435 Tilak Singh Lodhi{INC) ... . 177,274
Total el 12,65,350 Others 1,42,075
VOIS POIEH .....oooveococvecernmrenneer s cressinne 595314  1999: Dr. Ramkrishna Kusmaria (BJP) won by
Vaﬂhela Shankersinh Laxmansinh 13719
Voghal isdharbha Ko 320338

aghel lladharbhai ajl

el raosea | Khandwa ]
Others 34073 Nand Kumar Singh Chauhan ( Nandu
1999: Vaghela Shankarsinh Laxmansinh (INC) Bhalya? (BJP)

won by 165381 Margin of vnctory 1,02,737

] Kutch |
Gadhavi Pushpadan Shambhudan
BJP,

Margin of victory: 28,990

Total el 10,06,563
Votes polled ... 459,043

Gadhavi Pushpadan ud
BJP, 2,21,057
Shallendrasmh Jadeja(INC) ..........oooereeees 1,982,067
45,919

1999 Gadhvi Pushpadan Shambhudan (BJP)
won by 4315

| Mandvi |

?Rgudhary Tusharbhai Amarsinhbhai
$Jlargig of victory: 1,73,382

Total electorate
Votes polled

. 11,49,161

I
(h)ﬁtansirfh Palel(ST) (BJP) ..

1999 Patel Mansinhbhai Kalayanji (BJP) won
by 65

[ Mehsana |

Total electorate . 12,17,726
Votes polled

Nand Kumar Singh
BJP,

Amitabh Mandloi{INC)

Others

1999: Nandkumar Singh Chauhan (BJP) won
by 126103

NAGALAND
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 Kalahandi |

] Nainital |

]

Bikram Keshari Deo(BJP)
Margin of victory: 34,124

Total electorate ..
....... . 7,54,096
. 3,57,079

Bhakta Charan Das(SC) { . 3,22,955
Cthers 74,062

1999: Bikram Keshari Deo (BJP) won by
116519

{ Kendrapara - ]

11,32,680

Archana Nayaké%‘.‘laD)

Margin of victory: 8l

Total electorate
Votes polled .
Archana NayakSBJD
Srikant Kumar Jena{INC}
Others
1999: Prabhat Kumar Samantaray (BJD) won
by 102139

[ Keonjhar
Ananta NayakngPg)

Margin of victory:
Total electorate

Votes
Anantapgla ak(STI (%JPL
g;lgkanMa Nayak(ST} (INC)

... 11,83472
. 8,14,662
. 3,565,702
3,06,493
1,652,467

K. C. Singh Baba(INC)
Margin of victory: 49,184

Total electorate ...
Votes polled

.. 12,61,688
6,16,628

K. C. Singh Baba(INC) . 2,75,658
Vijay Bansal(BJP) . 2,26,474
Others 1,14,496

1999: Narayan Datt Tiwari (INC) won by
112407

| Tehri Garhwal |

Manabendra Shah(BJP)
Margin of victory: 17,446
Total electorate
Votes polled .
Manabendra Shah(BJP)
Vijay Bahuguna(INC) .
Others

PRADESH

1999: Ananta Nayak (BJP) won by 222553

P Koraput |
Giridhar Gamang&NC)

Margin of victory: 43,
Total electorate

Votes polled ...

Giridhar Gamang 748
Tankadhar Majhi( :
Others 1,009,438
1999: Hema Gamang (INC) won by 12154

] Mayurbhanj |

Sudam Marndi ;g;ﬁzM)

Margin of victory:
Total electorate
Votes polled .
Sudam Mamdl(s (UMM
Bhagirathi Maj hI}( 2 (BJ )
Sus |la Tmya{ } (INC) ..

7999. Salkhan Murmu (BJP) won by 147940

Nowrangpur |

Parsuram Majhi(BJP)
Margin of victory: 24,890

Total electorate

Votes polled ..

Parsuram Maj hl S ) {( 'I)
Chandra Sek ar Majhi(S’ é . 3
Chandradhwaja Majhi(ST) (BSP) .. 85,640
1999: Parsuram Majhi (BJP) won by 16,15 1

B Phulbani |

I Nagaland |

Shri. W. Wanquh(NPF)
Margin of victory: 4,52,019
Total electorate
Votes po

Shri. W Wan uhé
Shn K Asungg an

{NBF)
glam(ST) (INC) .

. 6,98,128
246,109
10,482

1999, K. Asungba Sangtam (INC} won by

ORISSA

Jivabhai Ambalal Patei(INC)
Margin of victory: 14,511

Total electorate 12,36,058
Votes polled ..... .. 6,95,407
Jivabhai Ambalal Patel(INC} . .. 3,39,643
Nitinbhai Ratilal Patel(BJP) ... .. 3,25,132

Others 30,632

1299 Patel Atmaram Maganbhai (INC) won by
557

| Patan |
Kanodia Maheshkumar Mithabhai
BJP

Margin of victory: 23,604

Total electorate .. ... 11,32,998

Votes polled .......ccovmeerionnrncrnniessesresenns 6,38,177
Kanodia Maheshkumar Mithabhai

(SC) (BUP) ...ovovrevrrivnnrssrmmmnnrccnnsenncrinenne 2,73970
Rastrapal Pravin Somabhai

(SC) (INC) coeeermeemnerrssecnseceseneenns 2,50,366
Others 13,841

1999: Rashtrapal Pravichandra Somabh (INC)
won by 17127

| Porbandar |

Patel Harilal Madhavijibhai (Haribhai
Patel)(BJP)
Margin of victory: 5,703

Total electorate

Votes polied

Patel Harilal Madhavjibhai (Haribhai Pate!
BJP

9,95,027
4,90,480

f)

2,29,113

Radadiya Vithalbhai Hansrajbhai
(INC) 2,23410
Others 37,957

1999: Javiya Gordhanbhai Jadavbai (BJP) won
by 101360

[ Rajkot |
Dr. Kathiria Vallabhbhai Ramjibhai
(BJP)

Margin of victory: 1,43,970

Total electorate

Votes polled ........

Dr. Kathiria Vallabhbhai Ramijibhai
P

.. 16,50,135
... 5,38,626

( 3,20,604
Balvantbhai Bachubhai Manvar

(NCP) 1,76,634
Others 41,388
1999: Dr. Kathiriya Vallabhabhai (BJP) won by
86747

[ Sabarkantha |

Madhusudan Mistry(INC)

Margin of victory: 39,928

Total electorate

Votes poiled ...

Machusudan Mi 1y

Bara Ramilaben Bahecharb
(ST) (BIP) oot 2,76,555

Others 61433
1999: Chaudhry Nishaben Amarsinh (INC) won

by 14376

[ Surat ]

Kashiram Rana(BJP)
Margin of victory: 1,50,563

Total el 23,77,198
Votes polled ... ,96,276
Kashiram Rana(BJP) ... 5,08,076
Chandravadan Chhotubhai Pithawala

357,513
COthers 30,687

1999 Hana Kashiram Chhabildas (BJP) won
by 2491

(§C) (INC) e 226,528
ors wm | Surendranagar |
1999: Verma Ratilal Kalidas (BJP) won by 5223 Koli Patel Somabhai Gandabhai(BJP)
Margin of victory: 33,944

l Dohad | ronl s 11,0065
Ka‘?"a B.abUbhai Khimabhai(BJP) ng.e ?’apttglltesdomabhal Gandabhai 455554
Margin of victory: 361 (BJ 2,19,872
Total electorate . .. 12,12,453 Saxlsg)ibhai Kanjibhai Makwana 185928
Votes polled 5,17,845 el
Katara Babubhai Khimabha Others 49,754
(ST) (BJP} .. . 228,154 1999: Makvana Savsibhai Kanjibhai (INC) won
Taviyad Dr. Prabhabahen Kishorsinh by 25905

(ST) (INC) --vvreoeeers s 2,27,793
Others 61,898

1999 Katara Babubhai Khimabhai (BJP) won
by 12

| Gandhinagar |
L. K. Advani(BJP)

Margin of victory: 2,17,138

Total electorate ...
Votes poiled ...
L K Advanl(BJP)

Gabhaji Mangaji Thakor(INC . ... 2,98,082
Others 30,474

1999: Lal Krishna Advani (BJP) won by 188927
{ Godhra |

.. 21,26,829
845,576
5,16,120

JAMMU &

KASHMIR

| Anantnag |

Mehbooba MuﬂngKPDP)
Margin of victory: 38,938

Tolal electorate
Votes polled ..
Mehbooba Muftl JKPDP)
Dr. Mehboob g'(

Mohamad Yusuf angaml(CPM)
Others

1999: Ali Mohd. Naik (JKNC) won by 13,492

. 9,98,9056

Sé)jgnki Bhupendrasinh Prabhatsinh

Margin of victory: 53,719
Total electorate

Votes polied ....
Solanki Bhupendrasinh Prabhatsinh
BJP

2,95,550

Patel Rajendrasinh Balvantsinh
(INC) 2,41,831

1999 Solanki Bhupendra Sinh Prabhatsinh
(BJP) won by 95022

[ Baramulla |

Abdul Rashid Shaheen(JKN)
Margin of victory: 9,895

Total electorate 9,40,998
Votes polled . . 334,770
Abdul Rashid Shaheen JKN) . 1,27,653
Nizam-Uddin Bhat(JKPDP) . 1,17,758
Ghulam Rasool Kar(INC) ... 62,316
Others 27,043

1999 Abdul Rashid Shaheen (JKN) won by
36113

l Aska |

Hari Har Swain(BJD
Margin of victory: 1,32,60:
Total electorate
Votes polled .....
Hari Har Swain(BJD)
Ramkrushana Patnaik(INC} ..

.. 12,54,942
6,80,381
3,81 ,522

Others 49,931
1999: Naveen Patnaik (BJD) won by 256736
Balasore |
Mahamegha Bahan Aira Kharbela
Swain(BJP)
Margin of victory: 2,36,955
Total electorate 13,30,406
Votes polled 9,47,569

Mahamegha Bahan Aira Kharbela Swain
BJP, 5,53,087

Niranjan Panda(INC) .......cooooovrvrrcancees 3,16,132
Others 78,350

1999: M. A. Kharbela Swain (BJP) won by
136372
[ Berhampur |

Chandra Sekhar Sahu(INC)
Margin of victory: 51,657

Total electorate . 11,95
Votes polled . . 7,19
Chandra Sekhar Sahu INC) .. 3,55
Anadi Sahu(BJP) ... .. 3,04,316
Others 59,090
1999: Anadi Charan Sahu (BJP) won by 54123
[ Bhadrak |
Arjun Charan Sethi(BJD)

Margin of victory: 95,140

Total electorate 13,50,755
Votes polled ... 2,862
Arjun Charan S 2“ ((, 89,781
Muralidhar Jena(SC) (INC) .. 94,641
Others 48,440
1999: Arjun Charan Sethi (BJD) won by 122433
! Bhubaneswar |

Prasanna Kumar Patsani(BJD)
Margin of victory: 1,12,245
Total electorate
Votes polled
Prasanna_Kumar Patsani(BJD)
Soumya Ranjan Patnaik({INC}
ers
1999: Prasanna Kumar Patasani (BJD) won by
233961

| Bolangir |
Sangeeta Kumari Slngh Deo(BJP)

Margin of victory: 1,00,6

Total electorate
Votes polled .
Sangeeta Kumari Singh Deo

... 10,99,775
7,28,378

L 3,22,912
Sarat Pattanayak| NC) 2,22,230
Balgopal Mishra(IND) .. ... 90,418
Others 92,818

1999: Sangeeta Kumari Singh Deo (BJP) won
by 180979

| Cuttack |

Bhartruhari MahtabgBJD)
Margin of victory: 1,73,19:

Total electorate
Voles polled
Bhartruhari Mahtab(BJD) ..
Jayanti Patnaik(INC)

1999 Bhanruharl Mahatab (BJD) won by

| Deogarh |

Sri Dharmendra Pradhan(BJP)

Margin of victory: 79,096

Total electorate

Votes polled

Sri Dharmendra Pradhan(BJP) ..

cS)n Sriballav Panigrahi(INC)
th

.. 12,19,887

346,996
50,213

1999: Dr. Debendra Pradhan (BJP) won by
86869

[ Dhenkanal |

Tathagata Satapathy(BJD
Margma %fa victory: 122 88!( )

Total electorate .
Votes polled

Tatha ata Satapath g(BJD
Kamakhya Prasad Singh eo(INC) ... 3,00,657
Others 66,171

1999: Kamakhya Prasad Singh Deo (INC) won
by 3674

| Jagatsinghpur |

Brahmananda Panda(BJD)
Margin of victory: 57,262

Total electorate .
Votes polled
Brahmananda Pal
Ranjib Biswal(INC} .....
Others

1999: Trilochan Kanungo (BJD) won by 149282
| Jajpur
Mohan Jena(BJD)

Margin of victory: 51,466

Total electorate ..
Votes polled .
Mohan Jena(’ SC)S( C)

/(\)mlya Kanta Mallik(SC) (INC)

1999: Jagannath Maliik (BJD) won by 1,13,984

Sugrib Singh(BJD
Margin of victory: 19,272

Total electorate .
Votes polled
Sugnb Smgh SC) (BJD)
Abhimanyu Behera(SC) (INC) ..
Others

1999: Padmanav Behera (BJD) won by 102215

Puri |

Braja Kishore Tripathy(BJD
M;n_{m of victory: Gonga e )

Total electorate . . 12,88,834
Votes polled .. ... 8,88,955
Braja Kishore Tri athy (BJD) 4,62,248
Pinaki Misra(INC 4,01,288
Others 5,419

1999 Bra/a Kishore Tripathy (BJD) won by
1317

| Sambalpur |
a(BJD)

Prasanna Acha
Margin of victory: 14,77
Total electorate
Votes polled ...
Prasanna Achal
Sanjay Bhai(IN
Others ...

»

1999: Prasanna Acharya (BJD) won by 126963

| Sundargarh |
Jual Oram(BJPg

Margin of victory: 39,676

Total electorate

1999. Jual Oram (BJP) won by 152514

| Akbarpur |

Maya Wati(BSP)

Margin of victory: 58,269
Total electorate .
Votes polied
Maya Wali(SC) (BSP|
Shankh Lal Ma;hl(SC
Others

; (SP)

149,803
1999: Mayawati (BSP) won by 53386

[ Aligarh |

Bijendra Singh(INC)
Margin of victory: 2,791
Total electorate .
Votes polled .
Bijendra Slngh(INCZ’
Sheela Gautam(BJ
Thakur Jaiveer Sin
Dalveer Singh(RLD();
Others

1999: Sheela Gautam (BJP) won by 80817

| Allahabad |

Kunwar Rewati Raman Singh Urf
Mani Ji(SP)

Margin of victory: 28,383

Total electorate ..

15,58,094
Votes polied ,55,559
KuSnwar Rewati Raman Singh Urf Mani Ji
P

2,34,008
Dr. Murali Manohar Joshi(BJP) .. 2,05,625
R.K.Singh Patel(BSP) .. 1,11,576
Others 1,04,350
1999: Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi (BJP) won by

70331
B Amethi |

Rahul Gandhi(INC)
Margin of victory: 2,90,853
Total electorate

Votes polled ..

Rahul Gandhi(INC) ..

C!gindra Parkash Mishra Matiyart
SP

. 13,41,254

('BSP)

a:

... 13,24,991
.. 5,89,596
... 3,90,179

99,326
Others 1,00,081
1999: Sonia Gandhi (INC) won by 300012

B Ballia

Chandra Shekhar(SJP(R))
Margin of victory: 81,054

]

Total electorate ... ... 14,30,300
Votes polled ........ . 6,19,762
Chandra Shekhar(SJP(R)) ,70,136

Kapildeo Yadav(BSP)
Parmatma Nand Tiwari Alias P.N Tiwari

( 1,090,499
Others 51,045
1999: Chandra Shekhar (SJP-R) won by 55675

| Basti |

Lal Mani Prasad(BSP)
Margin of victory: 25,374

Total electorate
Votes polied .
Lal Mani Prasad(SC) (BSP)
Sriram Chauhan(SC) (BJP)
Ratnakar Dhusi ga(SC (SP
8med Singh(SC) (IN

102336

i Khalilabad

Bhalchandra Yadava(BSP)
Margin of victory: 27,023

Total electorate . . 13,97,040

Votes polled ..
Bhalchandra Y A
Bhishma Shankar Tiwari Al

(
Ram Prasad Chaudhary(BJP) .
Others

1999: Bhal Chandra Yadav (SP) won by 30025

[ ]

Daroga Prasad Saroj(SP)
Margin of victory: 42,731

... 80,897

Lalganj

Total electorate
Votes polled

Daroga Prasad Sam(
Dr. Baliram éSCé\}
KaIpnath(S

Others

1999: Dr. Bali Ram (BSP) won by 30999

[ ]

Atal Bihari Vajpayee(BJP)
Margin of victory: 2,18,375

C) (SP) ..

Lucknow

.. 16,39,922

.. 5,78,556

. 3,24,714
1,06,339
1,47,503

Total electorate .

Votes polled . .
Atal Bihari Vaj payee(BJP)

Madhu Gupta(SP)
Others

1999: Atal Bihari Vajpayee (BJP) won by
123624

—

| Machhlishahr

Umakant Yadav(BSP)
Margin of victory: 55,382

Total electorate

Votes polled
Umakant Yadav(BSP|
Chandra Nath Singh(SP
Keshari Nath Tripathi(
Others

1999: Chandra Nath Singh (SP) won by 21124

[ ]

Pankaj(BJP)
Margin of victory: 64,799

14,74,056
. 6,76,371

Py .

Maharajganj

Total electorate ..........ccomcrrecrirenneens 13,11,205
Votes polled .. ... 7,46,622
Pankaj(BJP) . 2,28,702
Akhilesh(SP) ..... 1,63,903

Harsh Vardhan(INC)
Talat Ajiz(BSP)
Others

1999: Prabhunath Singh (JD-U) won by 104063

Misrikh ]
Ashok Kumar Rawat(BSP)
Margin of victory: 19,403

Total electorate ...

Votes polled .. 5,50,849
Ashok Kumar Rawat(SC) (BSP) 2,07,062
Sushila Saroj(SC) (SP) ........

Parag| Lal CLau(SC ) (BJP) .
Others

1998: Sushila Saroj (SP) won by 4207

| Mohanlalganj |

Jai Prakash(SP)
Margin of victory: 2,568

- 80,414

Total electorate
Votes polled

Jai Prakash(SC) (SP 148,578
Radhe LaléSC BSP 1,46,010
Mast Ram(SC) (BJP) ...

Reena Choudhary(SC) {INC)

Others

1999: Reena Chowdhary (SP) won by 35358

WEST

BENGAL

—

| Barasat

Subrata Bose(AIFB)
Margin of victory: 13,636
Total electorate

Votes pafed ............
Subrata Bose(AIFB)
Dr. Ranijit Kumar Panja(AITC) . . 5,08,973
Others 1,24,642

1999: Ranjit Panja (TC) won by 96900

... 13,88,017

11,566,224
. 5,22,609

| Barrackpore

Tarit Baran Topdar(CPM)
Margin of victory: 1,62,321
Total electorate

Votes polled ...
Tarit Baran Topd
Arjun Singh(AITC)

... 9,81,008

. 7,84,340
. 4,36,895
2,74574

Others 72,871
1999: Tarit Baran Topdar (CPM) won by 40775
| Basirhat ]
Ajay Chakraborty(CPY)

Margin of victory: 1,82,084

Total electorate ... 11,07,129
Votes polled ..... 9,07,585
Ajay Chakraborty(CPl) . 4,62,605
Sujit Bose(AITC) ...... 2,80,521
Syed Md. Nizamuddin(INC) .. 1,09,629
Others 54,830

1999: Ajoy Chakraborty {CPl) won by 82587

| __Calcutta North East |

Md. Salim(CPM)
Margin of victory: 73,780
Total electorate

Votes polled
Md. Salim(CPM)
Ajit Kumar Panja (250, Chittaranjan Avenue Kolka-

ta-700 006)

(AITC) 2,10,647
Others 73,811
1999: Ajit Panja (TC) won by 41574
[ Contai |
Prasanta Pradhan(CPM)

Margin of victory: 59,190
Total electorate ..........c..uowccrmweernenes 10,81,102

... 9,26,774
464,743

Votes polled
Prasanta Pradhan(CPM)
Nitish Sengupta(AITC) ... 4,05,553
Others 56,478

1999: Neetish Sengupta (TC) won by 12133

| Diamond Harbour |

Samik Lahiri(CPM)
Margin of victory: 1,53,784
Total electorate .

Votes polled ......

Samik Lahiri{CPM)
Sougata Roy(AITC)
Dauiat Ali Seikh(INC) . ... 92,859
Others 35,685

1999: Samik Lahiri (CPM) won by 71163

. 11,02,946

| Jadavpur ]
Sujan Chakraborty(CPM)

Margin of victory: 89,668

Total electorate
Votes polied

.. 13,54,946
.. 1022315

Sujan Chakraborty(CPM) 5.05,3%
Krishna Bose(AITC) ... 415,728
Others 1,01,191

1999: Krishna Bose (AITC) won by 66765

[ Krishnagar
Jyotirmoyee Sikdar(CPM)
Margin of victory: 20,387

Total slectorate .
Votes pofied ..

‘)u( ti

.

61,247
Y 1999: Shriram Chauhan (BJP) won by 1815 L Phulpur ]
| Chandauli | Atique Aamad(sP)
- Kailash Nath Singh Yadav(BSP) Margin of victory: 64,347
Ludhiana | Margin of victory: 1,669 Totd o
ofal electorate ........ 14,09,517
Sharanjit Slngh Dhl“Ol’l(sAD) Total electorate ... ... 15,80,853 v iod
Margin of victory: 29.540 Votes polled ........ . 7,04,435 otes polied ......... 7,54,480
rg Ty: 29, Kailash Nath Singh Yadav(BSP) . .2,04,625  Atique Ahamad(SP) . 265,432
Total electorate Anand Ratna Maurya(SP) . 2202956  Keshari Devi Patel{BSP) . 201,085
Vot led . Shashikant Rajbhar(BJP) . 1,81,815  Beni Madhav B)nd(BJP) 151,509
sﬁ aignl]’g Sing Others 1,15,03  Dr. Sonelal Patel{AD) .. 388
M Tenar(NC) 298654 1999: Jawahar Lal aiswal (SF) won by 73529 Others
e eant singh Hamaowalia 85 - 1999: Dharam Raj Singh Patel (SP) won by
Others 53215 | Deoria I e y Sing (5P) ¥
1999: Gurcharan Singh Galib (INC) won b .
105246 9 (INC) Y Mohan Singh(SP) -
Margin of victory: 52,226 Robertsganj
Total electorate ... 15,69,719
sikim [ SRR vy 05
ohan Sin . .
E“ prakash Han(IINC 4 85 4\22 Margin of victory: 10,362
amashish Rai 1051
Others 59,801 Total electorate .
Ty . Ghyi i Voles polled .....
| Sikkim | 1999: St Prakash Mani (BJF) won by 42141 /G E00 s6) éssp
Faizabad ’ Pakauri Lal( 1,79,159
Nakul Das Rai(SDF) | alzaba ggr]:rssr\akal(s (BJP) }ggs};};
Margin of victory: 93,151 Mitrasen(BSP)
Margin of victory: 33,486 1999: Ram Shakal {BJP) won by 15928
Total electorate ........cwwriveccrrens 2,81,937 Total slectorate 1326533
Votes polled . - 21643 Votes polied 686,50 | *  Saidpur
Tk e e s.,
, allu Siny 73799 Tufani Saroj
hers 2,785 Ashokl l'((l?]marlfll)ngh(SP) 0L S fsé t°l( 29)310
argin of victory: 29,
1999: Bhim Prasad Dahal (SDF) won by 21362 o KnatiiNG) 2oeTy  Margm ohvidory
5,35,356
1999: Vinay Katiyar (BJF) won by 57562 Total electorate !

TRIPURA

| Tripura East

Baju Ban Riyan(CPM)

Margin of victory: 3,10,736
..................................... 9,36,626
.. 6,23,094

Total electorate

Votes polled
Ba{u Ban Riyan(ST) (CPM)

ulin Bihari Dewan(S )r(BJP
gdu Mohan Tripura(ST} (INC) ..

1999: Bajuban Reang (CPM) won by 150500

UTTARANCHAL

Almora |

Bachi Singh Rawat(BJP)
Margin of victory: 10,052
Total electorate

Votes polled
Bachi Singh Rawat(BJP)
Renuka Rawat(INC)

[

10,12,756
.. 5,065,223
. 2,25,742
. 2,15,690

Others 63,791
1999: Bachi Singh Rawat (BJP) won by 11459
[ Garhwal j

Maj. Gen. ( Retd) Bhuwan Chandra
Khanduri (Avsm)(BJP)
Margin of victory: 50,962

Total electorate 10,81,299

Votes polled ... 5,03,240
Maj. Gen. ( Retd) Bhuwan Chandra Khanduri
(Avsm)

(BJP) 2,567,726
Lt. General ( Retd.) Tej Pal Singh Rawat
(Pvsm,vsm)

(INC) 2,06,764
Others 38,750

1999: Maj. Gen. (retd) Bhuwan Chandra Khan-
duri (BJP) won by 29682

]

I Ghosi

Chandradeo Prasad Rajbhar(SP)
Margin of victory: 21,012

Total electorate
Votes polled
Cngr,ldradeo Prasad Rajbhar

(SP)

Bal Krishna(BSP) ..
Sudha Rai(INC)
Others

1999: Bal Krishna (BSP) won by 36501

[ Hathras |

Kishan Lal Diler(BJP)
Margin of victory: 22,837

.. 14,27,278
7,21,582

2,01,468

Total electorate ..........coovcrvccionnennnn 12,12,983
Votes polled .. 492135
Kishan Lal Dller SC) (BJ 1,75,049

Ram Vir Singh 152,212
... 1,18,826

46,048

halyaJI(S )
Vimla Pal(SC) (SP) ..
Others

Votes polled
Tutani Saro (SC) %
R A Prasad(SC)

Vidyasagar(SC) { P) -
Others

1999: Tufani Sarof (SP) won by 20276

115977

| Salempur |

Harikeval Prasad(SP)
Margin of victory: 16,253

Total electorate ..........ccoouvereccrnnnennn. 14,84,606

Votes polled ... 6,69,623
Harikeval Prasad(SP) 1,95,570
Bhola Pandey(INC) ... . 179,317
Ram Shanker Rajbhar Vidyarthi

(BSP) 1,32,013
RAJANAMUD(U)) eooveeeorecrere e 1,04,917
Others 57,806

1999: Babban Rajbhar (BSP) won by 9050

1999: Kishan Lal Deler (BJP) won by 68407

] Jaunpur |

Parasnath Yadava(SP)
Margin of victory: 27,125

Total electorate .
Votes polled

Parasnath Yadava & .
O@SPrakash Dubey (Baba Dubey)

. 15,15,676

P) 1,92,489
Dhananjay Singh(LJNSP) .. . 1,17,397
Chlnmayanand?BJP)

Others 73,366
1999: Chinmayanand (BJP) won by 8635

1 Jhansi |
Chandrapal Singh Yadav(SP)

Margin of victory: 26,299

Total electorate .. 15,26,320
Votes polled ....... 8,19,646
Chandrapal Singh Yadav(SP) 2,38,782
Babu Lal Kushwaha(BSP) ..

Rajendra Agnihotri(BJP)
R?jﬁgdra Pratap Urt Raja Bundela

Others

1999: Syjan Singh Bundela (INC} won by
82521

| Suitanpur |

Mohd Tahir(BSP)
Margin of victory: 1,01,810

Total electorate

Votes polled
Mohd Tahir(BSP) ..
Shailendra Pratap Singh({SP)
Captain Satish Sharma(INC) .
Veena Pandey(BJP) ..............
Others

1999: Jai Bhadra Singh (BSP) won by 14599

| Varanasi |

Dr. Rajesh Kumar Mishra(INC)
Margin of victory: 57,436
. 14,87,696

6,33,077
2,06,904
1,49,468
93,228
1,83,477

Total electorate .

Votes polled
Dr. Rajesh Kumar Mishra(INC} ..
Shankar Prasad Jaiswal(BJP)
Atahar Jamal Lari(AD)
Others

1999: Shenkar Prasad Jaiswal (BJP) won by
52859

Si
Satya Brata Mookhenee(BJP
Asim Kumar Saha(INC)
Others

1999: Satyabrata Mookherjee (BJP) won by
22234

[ Mathurapur ]

Basudeb Barman(CPM)
Margin of victory: 82,028
Total electorate .

. 1,110,947
.. 907,785

Votes poiled ...... .

Basudeb Barman(SC) (CPM) ............... 4,40,862
Radhika Ranjan Pramanik(SC} (AITC) . 358,834
Others 1,08,089

1999: Radhika Ranjan Pramanik (CPM) won by
51725

] Nabadwip |

Alakesh Das{(CPM)
Margin of victory: 9,991
Totat electorate ..

Votes polled
Afakesh Das(SC) (CPM) .
Niima Nag { Mallick)(SC) (A(TC) 550,185
Others 67,410

1999: Ananda Mohan Biswas (AITC) won by
39135

13,890,486
1,77,771
. 5,60,176

[ Serampore

Santasri Chatterjee(CPM)
Margin of victory: 19,687

Total electorate .
Votes polled
Santasri Chatterjee(CPM) ..
Akbar Ali Khandoker(AITC) ...
Kesto Mukherjee(INC)
Others
1999: Akbor Ali Khandoker (AITC) won by
47764

] Tamluk ]

Seth Lakshman Chandra(CPM)
Margin of victory: 57,380

. 12,85,398

32,506

Total electorate .....cooorrvereveeeecerrinnne. 11,85,781
Votes polled ..........cccovomermmmmrrccrencennns 10,35,269
Seth Lakshman Chandra(SC) (CPM) ... 5,07,228
Adhikary Suvendu(AITC) .........cccounn.... ,49,848
Others 78,193

1999: Lakshman Chandra Seth (CPM) won by
54826

| Uluberia

Hannan Mollah(CPM)
Margin of victory: 1,52,115

11,29,673
.. 8,51,546
. 4,224,749
.. 2,72,634

Total electorate ..

Votes polled ...
Hannan Mollahi .
Rajib Banerjee(AITC) ..
Kazi Abdul Rajjak(INC) ...
Others

1999: Hannan Mollah (CPM) won by 67858

JHARKHAND

\ Lohardaga |

Rameshwar Oraon(INC})
Margin of victory: 90,255

Total electorate
Votes polled
Rameshwar Oraon{ST) (INC) ..
Dukha Bhagat(ST) (BJP) . .
Chamra Linda(ST) {IND} . .. 58,947
Others 49,932

1999: Duki a Bhagat (BJP) won b 3823
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May 13. — A massive anti-incum-
bency wave coupled with the magic
of formidable alliance arithmetic
resulted in a landslide victory for the
DMK:-led Democratic Progressive
Alliance which won all the 39 Lok
Sabha seats in Tamil Nadu and the
lone seat in neighbouring Pondi-
cherry. The AIADMK-BJP alliance
did not inspire Tamil voters with its
Vajpayee centric campaign, failing
to win even a single seat.

The DMK, which contested 15
seats, won all of them with impressive
margins. So did the other con-
stituents of the DPA — the Congress,
which contested 10 seats won all,
MDMK won all four it contested,
PMK six, including the Pondlcherry
seat, CPI and CPI-M two each, and
the Muslim League two.

DMK'’s Mr Dayanidhi Maran, son
of late Murasoli Maran, won the
Central Chennai seat with a hefty 1.20
lakh margin and former Union minis-

Mr M Karunanidhj (ﬂ;ght) DMK supporters celebrate in Chennan on Thursday —AFP

‘ter, Mr TR Baalu, also from DMK,
won the South Chennai seat, defeat-
ing AIADMK candidate, Mrs Bader
Sayeed, the Church Park school mate
of Miss Jayalalitha. DMK’s Mrs
Radhika Selvi, widow of Venkatesa
Pannaiyar who was killed in an
alleged police encounter, campaigned
long with her month-old baby in the
urchendur constituency and won
with an impressive 1.8 lakh margin.
Among the victorious Congress
andidates are Rajiv crony, Mr Mani
ghankar Aiyar, who fought a tough
contest in Mayiladuthurai, facing
Amma’s handpicked candidate, and
Mr JM Haroon, who defeated Miss
Jayalalitha’s “favoured candidate,”
Mr TTV Dinakaran, in Perlyakulam
constituency. Former Union minis-
ter, Mr P Chidambaram, who heads
the Congress Jananayaga Peravai,
and contested on a Congress ticket,
won the Sivaganga seat. .
Tamil superstar Rajnikanth had
n owed to defeat all the six PMK can-
idates with the help of his fan clubs
and teach PMK leader Dr. Ramadoss

a lesson. But the Raji factor was
swamped by the combned might of
the DPA and the anti-AADMK sen-
timents, which seemd to sweep
across the state. Thw AIADMK,
which contested 33 seat, and the BJP
seven, failed to win ever a single seat.

“The victory was expected. It is a
vote against the autocr:tic rule of the
Jayalalitha governmen,” an elated
DMK president, Mr M Karunanidhi,
told scribes soon after the trends
indicated a clean sweep for the front
led by him. He said the BJP had not
given importance to the secular char-
acter of the nation and failed to
respect the opposition parties.

Even while it became obvious that
the Congress-led front was more like-
ly to stake a claim to form a govern-
ment at the Centre, the party’s Tamil
ally, the DMK Chlef reiterated his
view that his party should not join the
government at the Centre. In a press
release, DMK general secretary, Mr
K Anbazhagan said the party’s execu-
tive committee would meet on
Saturday.

POLLSTERS GO WRONG, AGAIN ,

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, May 13. —

EXIT POLLS V REALITY

All india

A series of opinion and
exit polls predicting the
NDA’s return to power
proved totally wrong
today, their figures no-

BJP+ Allies

Others

190 248

104

where close to the actual.
The final outcome has no
doubt shocked the NDA
and been a pleasant sur-
prise for the Congress and
its allies, but it is psepholo-

190-205

230-250

..................

gists, who had taken into | g 171-181 263-278 92-102

account all possible factors, | ganara -

who are reacting with dis- SAMAY

belief, their predictions as -

much as 40 per cent off the ;

real picture, 174-1 86 263'278 86-98
While the BJP and its | STAR NEWS '

allies were projected to get
20 to 45 per cent more
seats, the Congress was es-
timated to get eight to 29
per cent less than its actual

176 249

tally. And others were gi-
ven nine to 45 per cent
fewer seats by all pollsters.

As against the actual fig-

o 219

188

L

1%

ure of 188, the BJP and its

allics were given the high-
est by Star TV — between
263 to 275. Aaj Tak gave
them 248, Zee TV 249,
NDTV 230 to 250 and
Sahara TV 263 to 278 seats.

The highest tally predict-
ed for the Congress was
190-205 by NDTV against
its actual performance of
219 seats. Aaj Tak gave it
190, Star TV 174-186,

Sahara TV 171-181 and
Zee TV 176). Similarly
other political parties were
also underestimated by all
surveys, While the exit polls
gave them 86 to 120 seats,

others had a much higher
tally of 132.

The gap between the
actual and the predicted in
states Assembly results
was huge in most of cases.

HYDERABAD, May 13.
— The Congress and its
allies made a clean sweep
of the 42 Lok Sabha seats
in Andhra Pradesh by win-
ning 36 of them. In the
process, the Congress dec-

imated the TDP and
wiped out the BJP.
The BJP did not win a

- singje seat, a result that

haptened only once in the
1989 Lok Sabha polls.

=it ministers Mr' D
UlNUN 1ssassee o
Dattatreya, Mr C
Vidyasagar Rao and Mr
Krishnam Raju fell by the
wayside.

The TDP won five, bet-
ter than its worst ever per-
formance of two'seats in
1989. It wrested back
Bobilli and retained Anak-
apalle, Nagarkurnool and
Chittor seats. Yet, this was
worse than the worse case
scenario of exit polls pro-
jecting only six seats.
“Even my worst critic
would not say I would win
only six,” Mr N
Chandrababu Naidu then
fumed.

The MIM retained its
Hyderabad  stronghold,
while the CPI and CPI-M,
in alliance with the Con-
gress, wrested back their
strongholds of Nalgonda
and Bhadrachalam. The
other ally, the Telangana
Rashtra Samithi, won all
the five seats it contested.

The Congress on its own
won 29 seats, ironically the

Left sweeps
Kerala

THIRUVANANTHA-
PURAM, May 13. — The
CPI-M led Opposition
LDF in Kerala today made
a clean sweep of 18 of the
20 Lok Sabha seats in the
state against one each by
UDF partner IUML and
NDA ally, IFDP.

The CPI-M won 12 of
the 13 seats it contested,
CPI three out of four and
JD-S, - Kerala Congress
and LDF-Independent
one each.The UDF leader
Congress drew a blank
failing to win any of the 17
seats it contested.

The sole consolation for
the ruling front was the
victory of IUML candidate
Mr E Ahmed in Ponnani
with an impressive margin
of over one lakh votes.

While Kerala continues
to be a barren land for
BJP, IFDP’s Mr PC Tho-
mas retained his seat, win-
ning a grimly fought three-
corner fight in Muvvattu-
puzha, which he won last
time as an UDF nominee.
Mr Thomas won with a
slender margin of 529
votes over his CPI-M rival
Mr PM Ismail. — PTI
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‘Antl-mcumbency not the reason’

HYDERABAD, May 13.
— Mr N Chandrababu
Naidu said the - anti-in-
cumbency against state
governments rubbed off
on the NDA, but attrib-
uted his own defeat to
various reasons.

“In Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Punjab, Gu-
jarat, Maharashtra and
Haryana, the anti-incum-
bency against the state

= =nflactad in

govemmems ISV e

the Lok Sabha results,

ever though the BJP also
gaized in a couple of
states due to it. The only
exceptions to this were

Bihar and West Bengal,”
he said.

Mr Naidu said despite
the defeat the NDA exists
and that the TDP would
be part of it. “The ques-
tion of outside support

same figure the TDP held
in the 1999 elections. The
TDP has won three seats
in coastal Andhra and one
each in Rayalaseema and
Telangana regions.

TDPP leader Mr K
Yerran Naidu retained his
Srikakulam seat. The con-
solation for Mr Naidu is
having retained Chittor
Lok Sabha seat, of which
his- native Kuppam seg-
ment is a part.

Congress heavyweights
former chief minister Mr
N Janardhan Reddy from

7
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Mr N Chandrababu Naidu

does not arise as they can-
’t form the government,”
he said.

In AP he said various
factors contributed to the
TDP’s defeat. The deci-
sion to dissolve the As-
sembly in November last
seemed right at that time,
but there was a huge
time-gap to the election.

Visakhapatnam, Mr Jaipal
Reddy from Miryalguda,
Mrs Renuka Chowdhury
from Khammam, Mr R
Sambasiva

“The Opposition got a lot
of time to say what they
wanted,” he said.

At one stage he said:
“Andhra Pradesh had be-
gun to be recognised
worldwide. But people
here could not accept it as
they had their own prob-
lems”. The party’s apex
politburo would meet in a
day or two and later the
party would hold its annu-
al Mahanadu on 27and 28
May to go into the rea-

sons for the GeIcm.

On CM designate Dr YS
Rajashekar Reddy saying
that his pet Janmabhoomi
programme would be
scrapped, he said: “Its not
right for me to react to
that. Wait and watch. They
have made several prom-
ises. I won’t react before
they start doing it”. — SNS

constituency set a record
for this elections by win-
ning with a margin of over
2.6 lakh votes.

Rao from

PARTVY POSITION

Guntur,

among others
smoothty
sailed to vic-

Total Seats . .42
Declared ... .42

tory. Veteran

Congress
b eSS | [Cong+Allies Sg
Venkatswamy TDP ..........
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EMPOWERING YOU

With the south, most parts of the north and the east truning against the NDA, it is hardly
surprising that the ellectoral map of India after the 14th general elections wears a to- ,
tally different set of colours from those it donned five years ago. Indeed, but for an im- !
proved showing in the geographical heart of the country, the BJP and its allies would have
struggled to put up even as much of a fight as they eventually did. it is also noticeable that
the red splashes on the map have become more prominent than they were in 1999, ‘
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i BJP
B Congress
I CcPM

[] Others

L1 BIP Allies
[ Congress Allies

{7 Other Left

SIZING THEM UP
Parties 99 Party 04 Party
Position  Position
BJP 182 138
INC 114 145
CPM 33 33
JD(U) 21 8
BSP 14 19
CPi 4 10
JDS) 1 4
TDP 29 5
SP 26 36
SHS 15 12
DMK 12 16
ADMK 10 0
BJD 10 11
NCP 8 9
AITC 8 2
RJD 7 20
PMK 5 6
INLD 5 0
JKN 4 2
MDMK 4 4
RSP 3 3
FBL 2 3
MUL 2 1
SAD 2 8
SJPR) 1 8
MSCP 1 0
HVC 1 0
SDF 1 1
KEC 1 1
KEC(M) 1 0
RLD 2 3
ABLTC 2 0
CPMLL) 1 1
BBM 1 0
PWPI 1 0
AIMIM 1 1
SAD(M) 1 0
MADMK 1 0
IND 6 4
AGP 0 2
TRS 0 5
PDP 0 1
RPI 0 1
HVP 0 0
LJP 0 3
Total 543 539

Numbers for Mulayam and Maya go up, but bargaining power comes down

By Atul Chandra/TNN

Lucknow: Some wanted the crown, oth-
ers thought of donning the hat of a king-
maker. But all that they could get is a
first-row seat to watch the final poll act. -
Despite bettering their performances
in the Lok Sabha elections, SP and BSP
may find that their best performance

may not be good enough. At the end of
the day, they may not be required to play
the kingmaker, leave alone demanding
the throne for their party leaders. While
it may be nearly impossible for
Mayawati to dictate terms, Mulayam
Singh Yadav still nurtures hope of be-
ing in a key position at the Centre.

With SP increasing its tally from 26 to
38 (including the seats won by Rashtriya
Lok Dal), one thought that Mulayam
would hold the key to government for-
mation. With 38 MPs in his kitty, at least
the DPM’s post would have heen within
Mulayam’s reach but for the stunning
performance of the Congress and Left.

The Left-Congress combine may not re-
quire the support of either SP or BSP to
form a government. But SP is refusing
to give up. Party general secretary Amar
Singh has cited the instance of J&K to
make a case for Mulayam, 1o be elected
leader of the conglomerate that would
include Congress, Left, DMK and others.

If Mufti Mohammed Sayeed can be ap-
pointed CM, why can’t the same yard-
stick be applied in the present situation
to have Mulayam as prime minister, he
is reported to have said.

Mayawati, on the other hand, has
nowhere to go to. She also does not have
the kind of advantages which Mulayam

has by way of close ties with the Left.
When Congress approached her for a pre-
poll alliance, Mayawati refused to sett)
for anything less than prime minist
ship. Though her party has increase
tally in UP from 14 to 19, it can’t

NDA because there's no protectio:

the grand alliance can now offer.

- o -
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+ -inits clarity: Deliver, or face

— VERY General Election is
-about a nation talking to itself.

In Election 2004 that faceless, -
voiceless entity called the voter has
transmogrified into a veritable demo-
lition machine, which has just laid low
someof the tallest figures on the politi-
cal spectrum. It began with a synthetic
shine created in an advertising “ag-
ency's studio and ended with the BJP-

led NDA being left in the dark. Itbe-

gan with the systematic creation ofa
“fee] good” mood and ended with the
ruling coalition feeling the discomfort
of rejection. The biggest mistake the
NDA made was to have actually be-
lieved its own self-servingmyths.

It inflated~’Atal Bibari Vajpayee

into a larger than life figure and hoped
to continue ih power by riding on his
shoulders. It mistook one good year of
fairly sustained growth as evidence of
the country having entered the league
of economicsuperpowers. It perceived
brisk cellphone sales and cheap hous-
ing loans as symbolising a nation on
the miove. It believed that it couldwish
away the post-Godhra communal riots
in Gujatat — among the worst in the
nation’s history — and move on. It felt
it could get away with the numerous
scandals that had surfaced with mo-
notonous regularity during its sixyears
of — whether it was the petrol
pump scandal or thé Tehelka scam, the
cash-on-camera blot or the ministers-
milking-PSUs imbroglio —with its im-
age unaffected. Somewhere the NDA,
and more specifically the BJF, lost
touch with the complex reality of a na-
tion called India and have paid the ulti-
mate price for that folly.

HAT the election results have

just indicated is that even if the
NDA was foolish enough to swallow
its own myths, voters were not pre-
pared to do so. People speak of the
“wisdom” of the voter without quite
believing in that wisdom. Jose Ortegay

"

Gasset put it another way in his Revolt -

of the Masses, where he talked of the
world as the sum total of our vital pos-
sibilities. Time and again, the millions
who make up this country have
demonstrated an uncanny ability to
perceive their world as the sum total of
their vital possibilities. And they also
do this by punishing and rewarding
those who represent them in the state
assemblies and in Parliament through
the one means at their disposal —
their vote. They showed this ability,
most notably, during that famous
Janata victory of 1977, when they re-
minded Indira Gandhi that she had
overreached herself by imposing the
Emergency with all its attendant dra-
conian measures, and had destroyed
some of the foundational principles
on which Indian democracy was
based. They showed it again by pun-
ishing her son, Rajiv Gandhi, in 1989

&gk

oblivion-. \.
and dispatching him to the Opposi-
tion benches, after having rewarded
his party with a landslide vigtory.of
over 400 seats just five years eatliers

This time, voters have singled out
parties and individuals for their special
scrutiny. They threw out three incum-
bent governments in the process —
Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s at the. Centre,
Chandrababu Naidu’s in: Andhra
Pradesh, S.M. Krishna’s in Karnataka.
Almost to the last man and woman,
they rejected AIADMK supremo J
Jayalalithaa’s monotonous attack or
Sonia Gandhi’s foreign origixS. Ever
as they humbled senior leadersiof the
erstwhile dispensation in New Delhi
whether it was a Yashwant Sinha, or:
Murli Manohar Joshi; -they -eleart
welcomed youthful promise, even i
many of these candidates happened t
be the sons and daughters of minister
and chief ministers. o

HAT then are the voters telling

their leaders? The temptation
to rush to hasty conclusions can some-
times prove to be a trap. There is a
perception in the RSS, for instance,
that the BJP’s current dilemma has
been caused by the fact that it did not
follow the Hindutva line rigorously
enough. Yet the signals point in the
contrary direction. Observe, for in-
stance, the results in Gujarat and the
relatively good performance of the
Congress in a state that had just over a
year ago voted decisively for Naren-
dra Modi’s brand of bigoted politics in
the assembly elections. This belies the
easy assumption that Gujarat’svoters
are religious hardliners. Similarly, it is
intriguing, is it not, that the two major
metropolises of Delhi and Mumbai
— both of them strongholds of the
BJP and BJP-Shiv Sena respectively
— have voted overwhelmingly for the
Congress? The very fact that Sonia
Gandhi’s foreign origins did not stir.
the air despite the best efforts of the

. BJPindicates that Hindutva as an ide-

ology is on the wane, that emotive’
politics can take any political party,
that needs to pass the electoral test,
only that far. It was Vajpayee, more
than any other BJP leader, who best
understood this. That, unsurprisingly,
also accounted for his impressive po-
litical popularity. ;

There is a plethora of data thrown
up by this election that is waiting to be
absorbed and understood but a quick
assessment seems to indicate that vot-
ers everywhere have become much
more conscious of their rights as citi-
zens and of the power of their votes.
People will increasingly deploy the
strength that democracy gives them to
get better lives for themselves and a

 better future for their children. Elec-

tion 2004, then, was about rising popu-
far expectations and the ability—or in-
ability— of leaders to address them.
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HAT Left is will now
W cease to be the run-

ning joke among its
detractors. As the LS picture gets
dear, the Left Front— consisting
of CPM, CPI, RSP and FB —has
swept the bastions of Kerala,
Tripura and West Bengal and
won most of the seats it contest-
ed in Andhra and Tamil Nadu to
emerge as the third biggest play-
er in the national scene with a
record tally.

This is not the only record the
Left has broken today. For the
first time in its history the CPM
has won itself 44 seats. The
highest the Marxists have man-
aged to win so far was 36 in
1980, when Indira Gandhi re-
turned to power after her 1977
debacle post-emergency.

The maximum the Left par-
ties together ever won was 56

in 1991 when Narasimha Rao
formed a minority government.
The Left extended support from
outside informally back then.
In West Bengal, the Left re-
duced Trinamool Congress to
just its founder Mamata Baner-
jee while wresting their strong-
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holds Jadavpur and Dum Dum.
All the saffron hands including
Union ministers Tapan Sikdar
and Satyabrata Mukherjee and
former minister who ran on a
Congress ticket Ajit Panja lost.
In Kerala, where the CPM-
led LDF has never managed to

ecord Tal Puts Left ght

get a majority in Lok Sabha
elections since 1967, the sweep
of 18 seats has surprised the Left
itself. But what shocked the
state was the CPM victory in the
Muslim League pocket of Man-
jeri for the first time. The Left
had 10 seats from Kerala in the
last Lok Sabha.

The Left front in West Bengal
has taken its score from 29 to
35. The CPI, which was reduced
to three seats in the last Lok Sab-
ha, has also regained some seats
takingits tally to 10. The smaller
Left allies, the Forward Blocand
RSP have got three each.

At least in Kerala, the Left
resurgence may not entirely be
credited to its ideology as much
as to the infighting in Congress,
which has not won a single seat
in Kerala this time. The JUML,
which is now with the UDF has
won one seat and PC Thomas,
whois supporting the NDA, has
got the other. In Andhra

Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, where
the Left parties have won 6
seats, the CPM and CPI have
been in alliance with the Con-
gress, TRS and DMK.

Politburo member Prakash
Karat dubbed the Kerala sce-
nario as a “total failure of the
Antony government.” He said
there was all-round anger
against it in all sections because
of the Congress infighting. Vet-
eran Congress leader K
Karunakaran's son Muralidha-
ran lost the by-poll while his
daughter Padmaja Venugopal
lost the Lok Sabha election.

“Obviously one section of
Congress supporters have voted
against the party. Traditional
Congress patrons have got dis-
gusted with it. The Muslim
league has lost ground among
Muslims,” MrKarat said. He said
the CPM was confident that the
LDF would get 15 seats but “this
kind of sweep was unexpected”.

By guv! Times
they may be
changin’ at
Raj Bhavans

Team ET
13 MAY

THE REGIME change at the
Centre may leave quite a few
governors worried about théir
fate. Primarily, veteran RSS/BJP
leaders who were rewarded by
the Vajpayee government for
their “services” towards the
Sangh, with postings at Raj
Bhavans across the country.

The list of such “threatened”
governors is fairly long:
Kailashpati Mishra in Gujarat,
ML Khurana in Rajasthan,
Rama Jois in Bihar, VKShastri
in UP, Babu Parmanand in
Haryana, KN Sahny in Goa and
N N Jha in Pondicherry. Al-
though the NDA government
had steered clear of any major
gubernatorial reshuffles soon
after taking over from the Unit-
ed Front governmentin 1996, it
had been a practice during the
earlier regimes.

The Congress-led government
would be able accommodate two
leaders in Madhya Pradesh and
Kerala: here, the death of incum-
bents Ram Prakash Gupta and
Sikander Bakht have left the Raj
Bhavans vacant.

Nevertheless, the obligation
of the Centre to consult the state
governments prior to appoint-
ment of governors may pose a
roadblock to the Congress-led
government’s plans to drop the
guillotine on governors of Op-
position-run states. It would be
more difficult to remove Gu-
jarat governor Kailashpati
Mishra or his Rajasthan coun-
terpart, Madan Lal Khurana,
given the presence of BJP gov-
ernments in these two states.

The odds are, however, heav-
ily against Mr Jois as he had
only recently invoked the ire of
the RJD government by criticis-
ing the state’s law and order sit-
uation in his Republic-Day eve
speech earlier this year. With
RJD set to be part of the Con-
gress-led alliance, Mr Yadav is
certain to insist on easing Mr
Jois out of Bihar.

An alternative way of getting
rid of the “swayamsevak” gover-
norsis transferring them to small-
er and comparatively insignifi-
cant states so that they can com-
plete the remainder of their terms
without proving a hindrance.

Amma,

Our Political Bureau
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WO verdicts — Tamil
I Nadu and Gujarat — have
one thing in common. The
chief anchors of the NDA cam-
paign in these two states, Ms
Jayalalitha and Mr Narendra
Modi, tried to transform the
elections into a Vajpayee versus
Sonia contest, but the voter re-
jected their planks and voted on
bread and butter issues.
If it was the resentment of a

Keep The Peace: New Govt Has Its Job
Cut On The Internal Security Front

Team ET
13 MAY

OR the Congress-led al-
F liance, the topmost inter-
nal security issue when it
assumes power at the Centre,
will be to- take forward the
peace process with separatist
groups: primarily, the Hurriyat
Conference in Jammu and
Kashmir and the Naga rebel
group NSCN(I-M) in Nagaland.
The third round of Hurriyat-
Centre talks was tentatively
scheduled in the first week of
June. With LK Advani no
longer the deputy prime minis-
ter, it will be for his successor to

continue  the
dialogue with
the Hurriyatled
by the moder-
ate  Maulana
Abbas Ansari.
The transi-
tion may notbe
too jerky: PDP
is a Congress
ally and its §
leader, J&K
chief minister
Mufti Moham-
mad  Sayeed
was the biggest force behind the
Centre’s decision to open nego-
tiations with the Hurriyat Con-
ference. Not only the transition,

but even the
progress in the
coming years
— it is normal
for peace talks
to stretch for
years — is ex-
pected to be
smooth, con-
sidering  that
the Congress it-
seif will take
over the reins
of J6K next
i 4 A year. As per the
rules of the PDP-Congress al-
liance, the PDP and Congress
will head the government in
turns for three years each.

Our Political Bureau
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a magic halo around Atal

Bihari  Vajpayee. He
emerged as the toast of the
middle class and the aftermath
of Kargil saw his appeal spread-
ing into rural India. And when
the campaign for GE-2004
picked up steam, the BJP took
it for granted that a Vajpayee
versus Sonia battle will be a no
contest, a non starter. And that
his charisma would deliver it a

TAL
Proves

FATAL

majority in the Lok Sabha. But
the poll outcome has conclu-
sively proved the BJP wrong.

If the BJP had hoped that the
Vajpayee charisma would help
the NDA duck the incumbency
disadvantage, the results
showed that over-dependence
on the PM was no substitute for
real alliances. In a fractured
polity, alliances have become
crucial — if you are successful
in putting together a winning
combination, you have done it,
otherwise you bite the dust.

IN GE-1999, the BJP created

The BJP also excessively re-
lied on the power of the middle
classes to change opinion. Al-
though they wielded a clout
disproportionate to their actual
size, the rise and rise of region-

al parties is an indication of the
differing concerns. The Vajpay-
ee campaign talked about mo-
bile revolution, big stridesinIT,
a booming sensex. He was pro-
jected as the man who deliv-
ered on all these counts.

The BJP’s campaign man-
agers failed to see Bharat’s con-
cerns. They found backward
looking grievances and ground
level antagonisms would get
obliterated when the Vajpayee
persona comes into play. The
elections proved that this per-

ception was simply wrong.

A series of opinion polls
showing high job approval rat-
ings for the prime minister in
the recent past making them
conclude that the Vajpayee was
the winning card. In
the process, they
forgot the most cru-
cial element that
catapulted BJP into
dominance — sup-
port of allies in ter-
rains where saffron
is either non-exis-
tent or less power-
ful.

It may be recalled
that its networking
power was the prin-
cipal reason for its
success in the 90s.
The party moved
beyond fellow saf-
fronite Shiv Sena to
embrace  various
colours of the rain-
bow. Mr L K Ad-
vani’'s  leadership
striking deals
with even the once-
unthinkable — the Dravidian
parties — and this saw the lo-

tus blooming in areas
which remained inaccessible
to the BJP.

BJP leaders were confident
that strategies can be worked
out from air-conditioned
rooms in Delhi. They forgot
that the nuts and bolts of elec-
tions have to be fixed at the
ground level. The overconfi-
dence saw the party spurring
offer of tie-ups from parties like
the NCP, AGPand HVP.

Modi hit

large section of the middle classes
and the rural population against
the Jayalalitha regime that led to
the AIADMK’ rout, Gujarat
chief minister had to pay a heavy
price for the disaffection of the
powerful Patels and the rest of
the farming community in the
polls. Both had pitched the cam-
paign on Ms Gandhi’s foreign
origin in the hope that local is-
sues will move to the margins.
In meeting after meeting, the
two chief ministers harped on
Ms Gandhi's roots in the hope

by Italian

that it would captivate the vot-
ers’ imagination. Their efforts
have been rebuffed in a resound-
ing fashion. While the ATADMK-
BJP combine drew a blank in
Tamil Nadu, the BJP’s tally in Gu-
jarat has tumbled down to 16.
The two leaders have alienat-
ed large sections of the society by
their imperious attitude. The
middle classes, which reposed
their faith in the AIADMK
supremo just two years ago,
have turned against her. Gov-
ernment employees were miffed

cannon

by some of her harsh decisions.

Her new-found ally, the BJP,
too had a taste of her brash ways
when she put her foot down on
the candidature of union minis-
ter Thirunavakkarasu from the
Pudukottai Lok Sabha seat.

In Gujarat, Mr Modi’s move to
hike power tariff in the state
drew howls of protest from the
RSS-backed Bharatiya Kisan
Sangh. The standoff between the
two came to an end only after
the intervention of the central
leadership.

Besides, with the interlocutor
for the Hurriyat talks yet to be
appointed, and the agenda yet
to be charted, the Congress has
the convenience of starting on a
clean slate. Not only can it put
its own man on the crucial job,
but can independently decide
on the finer points of dialogue.

Asfor the other insurgency-hit
state of Nagaland, the Congress-

led alliance will have little option
but to continue with the process
that has been going on for sever-
al years now. The Centre’s inter-
locutor for Naga talks, K Pad-
marnabhaiah, is considered close
to the Congress, and may be al-
lowed to continue on the job.

MOOD S

Tea i: The

THE ECONOMIC TIMES KOLKATA
FRIDAY 14 MAY 2004

ITICS: GOING BEHIND THE SCENES & DECODING THE POWER MATRIX FOR YOU
- va . s

Backroom Boys & Gals

Praveen S Thampi
NEW DELHI 13 MAY

URING the course of
D the GE-'04 campaign,

when India was still
‘Shining’, ET had an opportu
nity for a first-hand compari
son between the BJP and the
Congress state of affairs. The
location was Lucknow, the
objects d'ovre: HQs of both |
the parties in a state, which at |
that juncture was considered
to be the most crucial.

Even at the height of the
campaign process, the contrast
was hard to miss. The BJP of-
fice looked like the venue fora ¢
wedding, the Congress office
looked as if a funeral had just
been underway. But as it turns
out, that very ambience got re-
flected in the results, in arather
anti-climactic fashion. Plush
with funds, and riding on a |
booming middle class wave, }:
the BJP managers thought the |;
India that is Bharat will fall in {
line. On the other side, the sad
and gloomy Congress atmos-
phere struck a strange cord
with the rural India, whose
spirit was busted by the blind-
ing lights of India Shining.

“They outspent us during
the campaign by 1:8,” said
Jairam Ramesh of the Con-
gress’ economic cell and a key
member of the Congress Strate-
gy Committee. As one of the pil-
lars of the Congress’ Backroom
Brigade, he should know. Pitted
against the hype of saffron spin
doctors like Pramod Mahajan,
Arun Jaitley, Venkaiah Naidu
and Sushma Swaraj, the Con-
gress” men and women did
what the dictum demanded: Let
your work speak for yourself.

ET dug out the Team Con-
gress which stayed behind the
Gandhi lineup, to make things

ING:

Bhangra, Confetti

Usher In Cong

Team ET
13 MAY

M PRAKASH Chopra
O was crying on camera.

The burly, middle-aged
Congress worker, duely be-
decked in a tricolour scarf, was
clearly overcome with emotion.
In between shouting slogans for
party president Sonia Gandhi
and offering bytes to the waiting
cameras, Chopra veered from
the exultant to the tearful.

ry. All the experts
said the Congress
combine would
manage 100+ seats,
but we've crossed
even 200,” he said,
adding, for good
measure, that the
party rank and file
was already talking
of Sonia Gandhi as
PM. “There is no
confusion on that is-
sue and the allies are E

“This victory is Soniaji’s victo-

also aware of that,” Chopra said.

In between, someone called
on his cell phone to inform him
that the party was leading in six
Delhi seats. Meanwhile, the
Congress HQ had transformed
into a carnival venue. Heady
party workers broke into an im-
promptu bhangra. Young Con-
gress workers did a Sourav Gan-
guly, yanking off their shirts and
frenetically waving the party
flag. There were fire crackers
and confetti and enough cam-
eras to keep the spirit going.

think-tank at 10 Janpath,
which finalised the action plan
for attack and defence.

‘While Motilal Vora was keep-
ing the funds in safe custody, Mr
Mukherjee, Murli Deora, Mr
Patel and around a dozen
chief ministers acted as the
main fund raisers. With this
army in place, Ms Gandhi,
aided by her two children in
UP, launched, perhaps, the
most ambitious and painstak-
§ ing campaign across the
country, at a time when the
§ BJP and NDA looked invinci-
ble in the make-believe world
of India Shining.

Asked to comment on the
backroom squad, the most
vocal of them all, Mr Ramesh
shrugs it off: “It's for the
front-runners to decide
whether the backroom boys
succeeded or not.” And that
staternent carries more than
a ring of truth. Almost all of
the party second rung that
ET spoke to, confided that
what inspired the grassroot
workers— long tired of mega
egos and their factional fights
— was Sonia’s Jansampark
Yatra. Once again, pitted
against a larger-than-life
1 Bharat Uday Yatra by LK Ad-
vani, Sonia’s journey cut
through the hype and made
real contacts in the nooks

happen without any help from
the media chorus. First the
backroom line up that operated
from Delhi: Besides Mr

Ramesh, Ambika Soni, Ahmed
Patel, Salman Khurshid, Janar-

dan Trivedi.

Chowdhary Birendra Singh,
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Prithviraj
Chauhan, Vayalar Ravi and, to
a certain extent, Digvijay Singh,
acted as Sonia Gandhi’s field
marshals, in charge of cruciat
states like UP, AP, J&K, Gujarat,
Orissa, Maharashtra, Karnata-
ka and Tamil Nadu. The old war
horses and the master strate-
gists, Pranab Mukherjee, Arjun
Singh and to some extent, Nat-
war Singh, formed the top

and corner of the country. And
many neutral observers feel
that was the single biggest rea-
son why BJP’s foreign-origin
campaign failed to take off.

Having charged up the bat-
tery, the backroom boys staged
the next turning point: Rahul
Gandhi’s plunge into electoral
politics and Priyanka’s first dip.
The battlelines were drawn, but
BJP failed to take notice. After
all, politics is not kids’ stuff, went
the reasoning.

A TALE OF TWO PARTIES

Shock & Denial
As Pop Goes BJP

Team ET
13 MAY

NE by one the orange

and green balloons went

Pop! Pop! Pop! in the
marquee behind the desolate
BJP office at 11 Ashoka Road.
There was no apparent reason
for them to burst, except the
heat. But coming as they did in
tandem with the BJP's deflated
aspirations of sitting on the Trea-
sury benches of the 14th Lok
Sabha, it was strangely appropri-

ate. The BJP couldn't explain the
popping of the balloons any bet-
ter than they could their devas-
tating results, especially in
Andhra and Tamil Nadu.

The office building was de-
serted, except for three workers
huddled in front of a television.
Outside the steel-bound outer
gates of the compound, the
sounds of ecstatic Congress sup-
porters doing their victory laps
round Lutyens Delhi, filtered
in. Missing were the white am-
bassador cars that usually mark

the presence of Important Peo-
ple on the premises.

“These results are all wrong,”
said one of the few party work-
ers to be found among the gag-
gle of media people and empty
enclaves set up by TV channels.
First comes the shock and then
denial. What a change from five
years ago, when confetti lit-
tered the lawns and the din of
drums and cheers made the
byte-givers go hoarse to make
themselves heard.

ney

Team ET
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HEN the BJP parlia-
mentary board sits
down tomorrow to

take stock of the party’s dismal
performance in the Lok Sabha
polls, it'll find enough reasons
to blame itself for alienating
old friends and its inability to
win new partners. In the first
category are parties such as the
DMK, MDMK, PMK, the Lok
Janshakti, while in the second
group are outfits such as the
NCP, AGP, JMM and the HVP.
A party which prided itself
in its ability to network with
regional parties and run a sta-
ble coalition government cre-

ated such conditions in states
like Tamil Nadu, Bihar and
Haryana that its partners were
forced to walk out of the NDA.
1f it was the DMK, followed by
the MDMK and the PMK, in
Tamil Nadu, Lok Janshakti
leader Ram Vilas Paswan was
compelled to leave the alliance
in Biharin a huff.

In the southern state of
Tamil Nadu, local BJP leaders
did not leave any chance to
heap abuses on DMK chief M
Karunanidhi, while lavishing
praise on AIADMK supremo J
Jayalalithaa for her “pro-Hin-
du” stance onissues such as the
anti-terror legislation and the
ban on religious conversions.

The result: while the DMK

\

was forced to jettison the BJP
and join hands with the Con-
gress, MDMK, PMK and the
Left parties, the BJP was forced
to tie-up with Ms Jayalalithaa
on the insistence of SJM stal-
wart S Gurumurthy, the
Kanchi Shankaracharya and
the radical Hindu Munnani.

The party’s reflexes were also
found wanting in winning over
new friends in Haryana, Assam,
Jharkhand and Maharashtra.
While Pramod Mahajan saw to
it that the proposal to enrol the
NCP in the BJP-Shiv Sena al-
liance failed to take-off, resist-
ance from the local units sabo-
taged the prospects ofa partner-
ship with the AGPin Assam and
the JMM in Jharkhand.




CHENNAL

Kangra

Chander Kumar(INC)
Margin of victory: 17,791
Total electorate ...
Votes polled .........

Chander Kumar{INC)
Shanta Kumar(BJP) 2,96,764
Others ... 31,858
1999: Shanta Kumar (BJP) won by 100742

B Mandi I

Pratibha Singh(INC)
Margin of victory: 66,566
Total electorate .
Votes polled
Pratibha Singh({INC) .
Maheshwar Singh(BJP) 2,91,057
Others 20,872
1999: Maheshwar Singh (BJP) won by 131025

Simla ]

Dhani Ram Shandil{INC)

Margin of victory: 1,08,180

Totat electorate . 10,18,988

Votes polled 5,28,655
. 311,182

2,03,002

Dhani Ram Shandil(SC) (INC)
Hira Nand Kashyap(SC) {BJP)
Others 14,471
1999: Lt. Col. Dhani Ram Shandil (HVC) won
by 46,930

.. 10,33,686
643177
3,14,555

.. 10,65,083
6,69,552
3,57,623

KERALA

[ Adoor (SC)

Chengara Surendran(CPl)
Margin of victory: 54,534

Total electorate .
Votes polled
Chengara Surendran (CP1)
Kodikunnil Suresh (INC)
Others
1999: Kodikkunnial Suresh (INC) won by 22006

L Alleppey B
Dr K S Manoj(CPM)

Margin of victory: 1,009

Total electorate ..
Votes polled
Dr K § Manoj(CPM) .
V M Sudheeran{iNC}
Others
1999: V. M. Sudheeran (INC} won by 35094

[ Badagara

Adv P Satheedevi(CPM)
Margin of victory: 1,30,589

Total electorate ..
Votes polled
Adv P Satheedevi{CPM)
Adv M T Padma(INC) 2,98,705
Others .. 1,00,534
1999: A K Premajam (CPI-M) won by 25,844

L Calicut |

M P Veerendra Kumar(JD(S}))
Margin of victory: 65,326

Total electorate ...
Votes polled
- M P Veerendra Kumar(JD(S))
Adv V Bafaram(INC) ..
M T Ramesh(BJP) . 97,889
Others . 68,399
1999 K. Muraleedharan (INC} won by 50402

=

. 10,92,826
... 8,28,533
4,29,294

... 11,09,433

. 781,184
. 34011
. 2,74,785

... 9,07,283
4,26,920

Votes polled
T K Hamza(CPM)
K P A Majeed(MUL) 3,79,177
Others ..1,01,186

1999: E. Ahamed (MUL) won by 123411

Mavelikara |

Adv C S Sujatha(CPM)
Margin of victory: 7,414

Total electorate .
Votes polled
Adv C S Sujatha(CPM) ...
Ramesh Chennithala(iNC)
S Krishnakumar(BJP) ...
Others
1999: Ramesh Chennithala (INC) won by
33,443

Mukundapuram |

Lonappan Nambadan(CPM)
Margin of victory: 1,17,097

... 8,711,616
644614
2,78,281

Total electorate

Votes polled
Lonappan Nambadan{CPM)
Padmaja Venugopal(INC) 2,58,078
Others 89,756

1999: K. Karunakaran (INC} won by 52463

[ Muvattupuzha ]

Adv P € Thomas (Pullolil)(IFDP)
Margin of victory: 529

10,24,435
7,23,009
3,75175

Total electorate . ... 9,84,003
Votes polied ... 7,45871
Adv P C Thomas (Pullolil)

... 2,56,411
... 2,55,882

{IFDP)
Adv P M Ismail{CPM)
Jose K Mani{KEC(M)) 2,09,880
Others 23698

1999: P. C. Thomas (KEC-M) won by 76939
[ Ottapalam ]

S Ajaya Kumar(CPM)
Margin of victory: 70,410

Total electorate

Votes polled
S Ajaya Kumar (CPM) .. ... 3,95,928
K A Thulasi {INC) ... 3,25,518
Others . . 85,389

1999: S Ajayakumar (CPI-M) won by 13,715

| Palghat (SC) j
N N Krishnadas(CPM)

Margin of victory: 98,158

Total electorate

Votes polled
N N Krishnadas{CPM)
V § Vijaya Raghavan(INC)
C Udai Bhasker(BJP)
Others

1999: N N Krishnadas (CP-M) won by 30,767

[ Ponnani |

E Ahammed(MUL)
Margin of victory. 1,02,758
Total electorate ...

Votes polled
E Ahammed{MUL} ..
P P Suneer(CP)) .. 2,61,293
Others 1,24,995

1999: G. M. Banatwalla (MUL) won by 130478

10,92,142

... 8,06,835

10,76,233
.. 8,20,856
3,75,144

. 11,72,057
.. 7,30,339
.. 3,54,051

U

B Cannanore |

A P Abdullakutty(CPM)
Margin of victory: 83,849

Total electorate .
Votes polled
A P Abdullakutty(CPM) .
Mullappally Ramachandran(INC)
Others
1999: A P Abduliakkutty (CPI-M) won by

10,247
]

Chirayinkil
Varkala Radhakrishnan(CPM)
Margin of victory: 50,745
Total electorate .
Votes polled ..
Varkala Radhal
M 1 Shanavas(INC)
Advocate J R Padmakumar(BJP)
Others. .
1999: Yarkala Radhakrishnan (CPM) won by
3128

I

Ernakulam |

[ \dukki

K Francis Geoye(KEC)
Margin of victory: | 479

Total electorate ....,.
Votes polled .......
K Francis George
Benny Behanan(IN
Others 90,939
1999: K. Francis Gedy (KEC) won by 9298

Kasaigod |
P Karunakaran(CP
Margin of victory: 1,08,
Total electorate .
Votes polled
P Karunakaran(CPM)
N A Mohammed(INC) .
Adv V Balakrishna Sheny(b)
Others’
1999: Thayambath GOVInda(CPM) won by
31578 .

11,60,134
.. 9,01,603

Kottayan

Adv K Suresh Kurup(CPM
Margin of victory: 42,914
Total electorate

Votes polled .......... 7,05,776
Adv K Suresh Kurup(CPM) . 341,213
Anto Antony(INC) )
Others

1999: Suresh Kurup (CPM) won by 599

[ Manijeri

T K Hamza(CPM)

Margin of victory: 47,743

Total electorate

Nitish Kumar, J
Nalanda, Bxhanp(u )

-

| Quilon |

P Rajendran(CPM)
Margin of victory: 1,11,071

10,32,368
7,05,482
... 3,65,279

Total electorate

Votes polled
P Rajendran(CPM)
Sooranad Rajasekharan(INC) 2,44,208
Others 1,05,995

1999: P Rajendran (CPI-M) won by 19,284
} Trichur |

C K Chandrappan(CPl)
Margin of victory: 45,961

Total electorate .........c..coocencviciinens 9,90,732

Votes polled
C K Chandrappan(CP!) .
A C Jose(INC)
P S Sreeraman(BJP)
Others

1999: A C Jose (INC} won by 11,632

| Trivandrum |

P K Vasudevan Nair(CPl)
Margin of victory: 54,603

............................... 11,12,571
... 7,63,829
... 2,86,057
... 2,31,454
2,28,052
18,266

Total electorate
Votes polled
P K Vasudevan Nair(CPl}
V § Sivakumar(INC)
O Rajagopal(BJP) .
Others

1999: Adv. V S Sivakumar (INC) won by 14,485

MAHARASHTRA

AN

| Ahmednagar |

Gadakh Tukaram Gangadhar(NCP)
Margin of victory: 75,077

Total electorate 12,95,593

Votes polled ......cccccovvicreericees 6,87,722
Gadakh Tukaram Gangadhar(NCP) 3,62,938
Prof. N. S. Pharande(BJP)
Others

1999: Dilipkumar Mansukhial Gandhi (BJP)
won by 28457

] Akola |

Dhotre Sanjay Shamrao(BJP)
Margin of victory: 1,06,371

Total electorate

Votes polled
Dhotre Sanjay Shamrao(BJP)
Laxmanrao Tayade(INC)
Ambedkar Prakash Yashwant

(BBM)
Others

1999: Ambedkar Prakash Yashwant (BBM)
won by 8716

s

Kerala's Left Democratic Front supporters in a celebratory mood near the
Emakulam Collectorate on Thursday. — Photo: H. Vibhu

B Amravati J

Anant Gudhe(SHS)
Margin of victory: 14,234
Total electorate ..
Votes polled
Anant Gudhe(SHS)
Omprakash Alias Bacchu

(IND)
Dadasaheb R. S. Gawai(RP1)
Haji Rafique Seth(IND)
Others ...
1999: Gudhe Anant Mahadeoappa (SHS) won
by 73652

[ Aurangabad |

Chandrakant Khaire{SHS)
Margin of victory: 1,21,923

Total electorate
Votes polled ...
Chandrakant Kh
Ramirushna Baba Pam(INC)
Others

1999: Shyama Singh (INC) won by 70416
[ Baramati |

Pawar Sharadchandra Govindrao

.. 16,36,117

Margin of victory: 4,22,975
Total electorate ...
Votes polled
Pawar Sharadchandra
(NCP)
Prithviraj Sahebrao Jachak
(BJP)
Others
1999: Pawar Sharadchandra Govindrao (NCP)
won by 298903

| Beed

Jaisingrao Gaikwad Patii(NCP)
Margin of victory: 47,412

Total electorate .
Votes polied

... 18,46,635
.. 8,93,331

6,34,555

. 13,19,253
8,84,234

Jaisingrao Gaikwad Patil(NCP) ....... 4,25,051
Solanke Prakash Sundarrao

[N 3,77,639
Others .. 81,544

1999: Jaysingrao Gaikwad Patil (BJP) won by
51190

| Bhandara |

Patle Shishupal Natthu(BJP)
Margin of victory: 3,009

Total efectorate .
Votes polled
Patle Shishupal Natthu(BJP})
Praful Patel{NCP) .
Ajablal(BSP) 90,672
Others 38,037
1999: Chunnilalbhau Thakur (BJP) won by
3819

. 10,06,051
6,80,476
... 2,77,388
.. 274,379

| Buldhana (SC) |

Adsul Anandrao Vithoba(SHS)
Margin of victory: 53,907

Total electorate .
Votes polled .. 7,61,264
Adsul Anandrao Vithoba (SHS) ....... 3,69,875
Mukul Balkrushna Wasnik (INC) ..... 3,10,068
Others 81,221
1999: Adsul Anandrao Vithoba (SHS) won by
45007

| Chandrapur ]

Ahir Hansraj Gangaram(BJP)
Margin of victory: 59,823

Total electorate ..
Votes polled
Ahir Hansraj Gangaram(BJP)
Naresh Puglia(INC)
Rajendra Vaidya(BSP) ..
Others
1999: Pugliya Nareshkumar Chunnalal (INC)
won by 2837

| Chimur |
Shivankar Mahadeorao Sukaji(BJP)
Margin of victory: 98,774

Total electorate ..

11,96,627

11,13,832

Votes polled 7,75,523
Shivankar Mahadeorao Sukaji

(BIP) o 3,36,711
Prof. Jogendra Kawade(PRBP} ....... 2,37,937

Others ... ... 2,00,875
1999: Diwathe Namdeo Harbaji (BJP) won by
70040

| Dahanu (ST) |

Shingada Damodar Barku(INC)
Margin of victory: 63,363

Total electorate
Votes polled
Shingada Damodar Barku (INC)
Adv. Chintaman Wanga (BJP)
Varatha Ramji Mahadu (CPM)
Others

56,618

WINNERS

1999: Adv. Chintaman Wanage (BJP) won by
62270

[ Dhule(sT) ]

Chaure Bapu Hari(INC)
Margin of victory: 7,765

Total electorate .. 12,26,114

.. 4,55 571

210,714

Votes polled .......
Chaure Bapu Hari {INC)
.. 2,02,949
41,908

Gavit Ramdas Rupla (BJP) ...

Others

1999: Ramdas Rupla Gavit (BJP) won by

12985

[ Erandol ]
12,14 861

Annasaheb M. K. Patil(BJP)
Margin of victory: 8,141

Total electorate
Votes polled

.. 6,09.800

Annasaheb M. K. Patil(BJP) ............ 2,89,559
Adv. Vasantrao Jeevanrao More

(NCP) 281,418
Others 38,823

1999: Annasaheb M. K. Patil (BJP} won by
104456

Hingoli ]
Suryakanta Pati{NCP)
Margin of victory: 12,545
.. 11,89,303
. 7,28,325

Total eiectorate ...
Votes poiled ...

Suryakanta Pati . 3,27,944

...... 3,15,399

84,982

Shivaji Gyanbarao Mane(SHS
Cthers ..

1999: Mane Shivaji Gyanbarao (SHS) won by
80655

| Ichalkaranji |

Mane Nivedita Sambhajirac(NCP)
Margin of victory: 1,01,049

1

Total electorate . 12,15,059
Votes polled ... 7,91,087
Mane Nivedita Sambhajirao

(NCP) vt 4,22,272
Dr. Patil Sanjay (Dada) Shamrao

(SHS) .. 321,223

Others ... .. 47,592
1999: Mane Nivedita Sambhajirao (NCP} won
by 12,812

\ Jalgaon j
Y. G. Mahajan (Sir)(BJP)

Margin of victory: 20,646

Total electorate .
Votes polled
Y. G. Mahajan (Sirn)(BJP) .
Dr. Ulhas Vasudeo Patil(INC) ......... 2,78,219
Others 39,885
1999: Y G Mahajan Sir (BJP) won by 89795

| Jalna ]

Danve Raosaheb Dadarao Patil(BJP)
Margin of victory: 61,332

2,98,865

Total electorate .. . 12,42,929
Votes polled ... 1,56,365
Danve Raosaheb Dadarao Patil

(BUP) et 3,69,630
Pawar Uttamsingh Rajdharsingh

(INC} ... 3,08,298
Others ... 78,437

1999: Danve Raosaheb Dadarao Patil (BJP)
won by 123909

| Karad |

Patil Shriniwas Dadasaheb(NCP)
Margin of victory: 1,96,730

Total electorate .. 11,81,056
Votes polled ... .. 7,14,523
Patil Shriniwas

(NCP) oot 4,36,732
Mankumare Vasant Dnyandev

(SHS) ... ... 2,40,002
Others ...

1999: Shrinivas Dadasaheb Patil (NCP) won by
122957

[ Khed |

Adhalarao Patil Shivajirao(SHS)
Margin of victory: 20,810
Total electorate ..
Votes polled ...
Adhalarao Patil
(SHS)
Ashok Namdevrao Mohol(NCP)
Others
1999: Ashok Namdeorao Mohal (NCP) won by
57018

13,19,319
7,32,045

| Kolaba |

A. R. Antulay(INC)
Margin of victory: 31,870
Total electorate ..

Votes polled
A R. Antulay(INC) ...
Vivek Patil(PWPI)
Shyam Sawant(SHS)
Others

LK. Advani (BJP)

‘Gandhinagar, Gujarat

hela éCong.)\
Kapa an, Gujarat

B

Kapil SEhai (
Chandm Chowk, Dethi

[ Kolhapur

Mandlik Sadashivrao Dadoba(NCP)
Margin of victory: 14,753

Total electorate ... . 11,62.212
Votes polled ....... % 8,13,344
Mandiik Sadashivra®Badoba

INCP) oo 4,01,922
Mahadik Dhananjay Bhimrao

(SHS) et 3,87,169
Others 24,253

1999: Mandlik Sadashivrao Dadoba (NCP} won

by 108910
]

Kopargaon
E. V. Alias Balasaheb Vikhe Patil
{(INC)
Margin of victory: 87,331

Total eiectorate ...

... 10,77,519

Votes polled ........ . 6,68,700
E. V. Alias Balasaheb Vikhe Patit

(INC) 3,56,688
Murkute Bhanudas Kashinath

(SHS) 2,69,357
OhEIS ...t 42,655

19995E V. Balasheb Vikhe Patif (SHS} won by
741

T a—

Patil Rupatai Diliprao Nilangekar
BJP)

Margin of victory: 30,891

Total electorate .. 12,93,202

Votes poied 8,22,355
Patil Rupatai Ditiprac Nilangekar

(BIPY e 4,04,500
Patit Shivraj Vishwanath(INC) . 373,609
Cthers ..... .. 44248

1999: Patii Shivraj Vishwanath (INC) won by
40290

]

| Malegaon (ST)
Harischandra Devram Chavan(BJP)
Margin of victory: 4,528
Total electorate
Votes polled ....
Harischandra Devram Chavan
(BJP)
Mahale Haribl
Gavit Jiva Pandu (CPM) .
Others
1999: Mahale Haribhau Shankar (JD(S) won by
4392

[ Mumbai North |

Govinda(INC)
Margin of victory: 48,271

Total electorate

.. 12,22,363
590,772

Votes polled 11,19,342
Govinda(iNC) 559,763
Ram Naik{BJP) 5,11,492
Others

1999: Ram Naik (BJP) won by 154136
[ Mumbai North Central |

| [ Mumbai South Central |

Mohan Rawale(SHS)
Margin of victory: 22,188
Total electorate

Votes polled
Mohan Rawale(SHS) ..
Ahir Sachin(NCP)
Arun Gulab Gawli Alies Dady

(ABHS) 92,210
Others 20,878

1999: Mohan Vishnu Rawale (SHS) won by
79036

B Nagpur B

Vilas Muttemwar(INC)
Margin of victory: 98,500

Total electorate .......

7,04,452
.. 3,47,972
.. 1,28,536
.. 1,06,348

Votes polled ............

Vilas Muttemwar(INC) . 373,264
Atalbahadursingh(BJP)

Others

1999: Vilas Muttemwar (INC) won by 72695
| Nanded |

D. B. Patil(BJP)
Margin of victory: 24,335

Tota! electorate ... 14,45 611

Votes polled . 8,00,145
D. 8. Patil(BJP} ... 361,282
Khatgaonkar Bhaskarrao Bapurao

(INC) .. 3,36,947

Oers .o 1,01,916

1999: Patil Bhaskarrao Bapurao (INC} won by
32575

B Nandurbar |

Gavit Manikrao Hodlya(INC)
Margin of victory: 1,07,621

12,18,524
6,39,907

Total electorate
Votes polfed

Gavit Manikrao Hodlya (INC) .......... 351,911
Dr. Natawadkar Suhas Jayant
(BUP) s 244,290

Others .. .. 43,706

1999: Gavit Manikrao Hodlya (INC) won by
130771

L Nashik |

Pingale Devidas Anandrao(NCP)
Margin of victory: 15,058

Total electorate
Votes polied
Pingale Devidas Anandrao{NCP)
Patil Dasharath Dharmaji(SHS) ....... 2,92,555
Others ... 56,357

1999: Dhikale Uttamrao Nathuji (Shiva Sena)

15,22,672

6,56,525
. 3,07,613

Eknath M. Gaikwad(INC)
Margin of victory: 13,329
Total electorate
Votes polied
Eknath M. Gaikwad(INC) ...
Manohar Gajanan Joshi{(SHS) . 2,42,953
Others 15,358
1999: Manohar Gajanan Joshi (SHS) won by
168995

[ Mumbai North East |

Adv. Kamat Gurudas(INC)
Margin of victory: 99,400

Total electorate
Votes polled
Adv. Kamat Gurudas(INC) ..
Kirit Somaiya({BJP} . 3,94,020
Others 38,219

1999: Kirit Somaiya (BJP) won by 7276

[ Mumbai North West |
Sunil Dutt(INC)
Margin of victory: 47,358

Total electorate
Votes polled

11,17,487
5,14,593
. 2,56,282

19,74,560
9,25,659
. 4,93,420

............................... 15,15,745
..... 747,687

Sunit Dutt(INC) ... . 3,85,755
Sanjay Nirupam(SHS) . . 3,38,397
Others ... 23,535

1999: Sunil Dutt Ragunath (INC) won by 85539

[ Mumbai South |

Milind Murli Deora(INC)
Margin of victory: 10,246

Total electorate ........ccoovevvcmvenciine 6,20,431
Votes polled ......... 2,74,358
Mitind Murli Deora(INC) .. . 1,37,956
Jayawantiben Mehta(BJP) 1,27,710

Others 8,692
1999: Jayanwanti Mehta (BJP) won by 10243

Yashwant Sinha (BJP)
Hazaribagh, Jharkhand

won by 36,812

} Osmanabad

Narhire Kalpana Ramesh(SHS)
Margin of victory: 1,649

.. 10,72,645
6,37,933

Total electorate ....
Votes polled

Narhire Kalpana Ramesh (SHS) ..... 2,94,436
Dhobale Laxman Kondiba (NCP) .... 2,92,787
(01471 £ TN 50,710

1999: Kamble Shivaji Vithalrao (SHS) won by
59073

| Pandharpur |
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Kalmadi Suresh(iNC)
Margin of victory: 73,176

16,08,614
.. 7,69,018

Total electorate

Votes polled
Kalmadi Suresh(iNC) ...
Pradip Trimbak Rawat(BJP} ..
Cthers

1999: Praeep Rawat (BJP) won by 91285

Rajapur |
Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu(SHS)
Margin of victory: 80,899

Total electorate ..

Votes polled
Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu(SHS)
Sudhir Sawant(INC)
Others

1999: Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu (SHS) won by
112650

[ Ramtek ]

Mohite Subodh Baburao(SHS)
Margin of victory:. 14,102

... 11,48,759

.. 6,47,483
. 276,720

Total electorate ...

Votes polled
Mohite Subodh Baburao(SHS)
Dr. Shrikant Jichkar(INC) 2,62,618
Others 1,08,145

1999: Subodh Mohite (SHS) won by 11689

[ Ratnagiri ]
Anant Geete(SHS)
Margin of victory: 1,48,968

Total eiectorate ............ccocoviveciin 9,14,770

Votes polied . 5,60,976
Anant Geete(SHS) . . 3,34,690
Govindrao Nikam(NCP) .. . 185,722
Others .. 40,564

1999: Anant Gangaram Geete (SHS) won by
115843

[ Sangli ]
Patil Prakshbapu Vasantdada(iNC)
Margin of victory: 81,623

. 11,86416

Total electorate .
..... 6,92,999

Votes polied ...
Patil Prakshbap
(INC) oo e 3,05,048
Deepak (Baba) Abasaheb Shinde Mhaisafkar
[(2N13/ JS— 2,23425

Krantiveer Nagnath(Anna) Ramchandra Naik-
wadi

(SP) .. . 1,37,122
Others . 27,404
1999: Prakash (Bapu) Vasantrao Patil (INC)
won by 1,60,560

[ satara |

Laxmanrao Pandurang Jadhav (Patif)
(NCP)
Margin of victory: 3,957

Total electorate .... ... 11,49,290
Votes polied ............cooeeerernicninns 6,75,012
Laxmanrao Pandurang Jadhav (Patil)

NCP) o 281,577
Hindurao N. Naik Nimbalkar

(SHS) 2,77,620

Others 1,15,815

1999 Laxmanrao Pandurang Jadhav (NCP)
won by 124771

[ Sholapur ]
Deshmukh Subhash Sureshchandra
(BJP)
Margin of victory: 5,798
Total electorate ... .. 11,88,560
Votes polled ... 6,56,801
Deshmukh Subhash Sureshchandra

(BJP) .. 3,16,188
Ujwalatai Su

(INC) 3,10,390
Others ... 30,223

1999: Shinde Sushilkumar Sambhajirao (INC)
won by 76,995

| Thane |

Parajape Prakash Vishvanath(SHS)
Margin of victory: 22,258

Total electorate .... .. 32,20,196
Votes polied .. 13,13,252
Parajape Prakash Vishvanath

(SHS) ovvorericrnent e 6,31,414
Davkhare Vasant Shankarrao

(NCP) .. 6,09,156
Others 72,682
1999: Prakash Paranjape (SHS) won by 99683
| Wardha |

Wagmare Suresh Ganapat(BJP)
Margin of victory: 3,188
Total electorate

Votes polled .
Wagmare Suresh Ganapat(BJP) ...
Prabhatai Rau(INC} ..
Others

1999: Prabha Rao (INC) won by 7062

. 11,44,924

... 6,26,105
. 2,69,045
2,65,857
91,203

Athawale Ramdas Bandu(RPI{A))
Margin of victory: 99,693

Total electorate
Votes polled

.. 12,94,399
... 6,89,127

Athawale Ramdas Bandu (HPI(A)) 347,215
Kshirsagar Nagnath Dattatray

(=] Y 247,522
Others 94,390

1999: Athawale Ramdas Bandu (IND) won by
259505

| Parbhani |

Adv. Tukaram Ganpatrao Renge Patil
(SHS)
Margin of victory: 56,171

Total electorate 11,55,668

Votes polled ... 6,75,985
Adv. Tukaram Ganpatrao Renge Patil

(SHS) oo ,39,318
Suresh Ambadasrao Warpudkar

(NCP)

1999: Jadhav Suresh Ramrao (SHS) won by
43665

| Washim ]

Gawali (Patil) Ku. Bhavana
Pundlikrao(SHS)

Margin of victory: 60,898

Total electorate . 11,51,886

Votes polled 7,20,723
Gawali (Patil) Ku. Bhavana Pundlikrao

(SHS) oo 3,58,682
Naik Manohar Rajusing(NCP) ......... 2,97,784
OErS ....oovvrerccrnrcreeires e 64,257

1999: Bhawana Pundiikrao Gawli (SHS) won
by 39595

I Yavatmal |

Rathod Harising Nasaru(BJP)
Margin of victory: 56,804

.. 11,33,605

6,63,978
2,98,513

Total electorate .

Votes polled
Rathod Harising Nasaru(BJP) .
Patil Uttamrao Deoracji(INC) 2,41,709
Others ... 1,23,756

1999: Uttamrao Deorao Patil (INC) won by
15226

LOSERS

Wilfred D’ Souza, (NCP)
Panaji, Goa

Smriti Irani (BJPL
Chandni Chowk, Del

MIZORAM

E Mizoram (ST) (

Vanlalzawma(MNF)
Margin of victory: 23,694
Total electorate ...
Votes polled
Vanfalzawma (MNF)
Dr. Laftluangliana Khiangte
(IND)
Others

1999: Vanlalzawna (IND) won by 68659

MEGHALAYA

| Shillong |

Paty Ripple Kyndiah(INC)
Margin of victory: 70,896

Total electorate ...
Votes polled
Paty Ripple Kyndiah (INC)
S. Loniak Marbaniang (IND) ..
Sanbor Swell Lyngdoh (BJP) ...
1999: Paty Rigple Kyndiah (INC) won by 37823

Tura |
Purno Agitok Sangma(AITC)
Margin of victory: 72,763
Total electorate ...
Votes polied .
Purno Agitok Sangma (AITC) . .1,91,938
Dr. Mukul Sangma (INC)
1999: P. A. Sangma (NCP} won by 113579

RAJASTHAN

] Ajmer ].

Rasa Singh Rawat(BJP)
Margin of victory: 1,27,976

.. 12,03,803

. 520,549 .
.3,14,788

Total electorate

Votes polled
Rasa Singh Rawat(BJP) .
Haji Habiburrehaman(INC) .. . 1,86,812
Others » 27,949

1999: Rasa Singh Rawat (BJP) won by 87674

i Alwar .

Dr. Karan Singh Yadav(INC)
Margin of victory: 8,371

Total electorate

Votes polled
Dr. Karan Singh Yadav{INC)
Mahant Chandnath(BJP) . 2,38,462
Others .. 57,581

1999 Dr. Jaswant Singh Yadav (BJP) won by

[j Banswara |

Dhan Singh Rawat Advocate(BJP)
Margin of victory: 21,683

12,62,622

542,876
2,46,833

Total electorate
Votes polled
Dhan Singh Rawat Advocate

(BJP)
Prabhulal Rawat {(INC) .
Jeetmal Khant {(JD(V)} . ... 718,556
Others 70,747

1999: Tara Chand Bhagora (INC) won by
116264

... 2,69,239

2,47,556

Barmer

Manvendra Singh(BJP)
Margin of victory: 2,71,888
Total electorate

Votes polled
Manvendra Singh(BJP) .
Col. Sona Ram Choudhary(INC) ..

Others

1999: Col Sona Ram Choudhary (INC) won by
32140

| Bayana ]

Ramswaroop Koli(BJP)
Margin of victory: 59,624

11,97,119

... 4,90,633
... 2,656,051

Total electorate .

Votes polled
Ramswaroop Koli (BJP)
Mahendra Singh {INC) ..
Others

1999: Bahadur Singh (BJP) won by 33332

[ Bharatpur |

Vishvendra Singh(BJP)
Margin of victory: 1,11,349

11,89,295

5,76,987
... 3,19,904

Total electorate ..
Votes polied
Vishvendra Singh(BJP) .
Ved Prakash(INC) . 2,08,555
Others 48,528

1999: Vishvendra Singh (BJP) won by 97018

| Bhilwara

Vijayendrapal Singh(BJP)
Margin of victory: 60,652

12,33,703
... 6,19,696
.. 3,17,292
2,56,640

Total electorate
Votes polled
Vijayendrapal Singh(BJP) .
Kailash Vyas(INC)
Others

1999: Vijayendra Pal Singh (BJP) won by
14229

| Bikaner ]

Dharmendra(BJP)
Margin of victory: 57,175

Total electorate ..

Votes polled
Dharmendra(BJP)
Rameshwar Lal(INC)
Others

1999: Rameshwar Lal Dudi (INC)
94509

... 19,00,686

98,935
won by

1.D. Swami (BJP)
Karnal, Haryana
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Rampur

P. Jaya Prada Nahata(SP}
Margin of victory. 85,474

Total electorate .... .. 14,20,598

Votes polled . 8,10,596
P. Jaya Prada Nahata(SP) .............. 2,89,390
Bagum Noor Bano Alias Mehtab Zamani Be-
gqum
(INC)
Afroz Ali Khan(BSP) ...
Rajendra Kumar Sharma(BJP) ....... 1,21,785
Others ... 69,099

1999: Begum Noor Bano Urdf Mahtab Zamani
Begum (INC) won by 115471

. 2,03916
. 1,26,406

| Saharanpur

Rasheed Masood(SP)
Margin of victory: 26,828
Total electorate ........coocoemeivnciarin 15,66,135

Votes polled .o 9,90,415
Rasheed Masood(SP) . . 353,272
Mansoor Ali Khan(BSF} . 3,26,444
Ch. Yashpal Singh(BJP) . . 2,30,346
Others ...

1999: Mansoor Ali Khan (BSP) won by 22307

Sambhal - ]

Pro. Ram Gopal Yadav(SP)
Margin of victory: 1,98,061

.

Tota! electorate ..... -

Votes polled
Pro. Ram Gopal Yadav(SP)
Tarannum Aqeel(BSP)
Dharampal Yadav D.P.Yadav

(RPD) .. . 1,37,273
Others ... . 1,58,598

1999: Mulayam Singh Yadav (SP} won by
115834

... 12,49,017

. 8,11,908
. 357,048
1,58,988

| Shahabad l

lliyas Azmi(BSP)
Margin of victory: 46,369

12,57,875
5,79,629
2,110,171
1,63,802

Total electorate .

Votes pofled ......
liyas Azmi(BSP) ...
Satya Dev Singh(BJP) .
Babu Khan(SP) ... 1,56,574
Others 49,082

1999: Daud Ahmad (BSP} won by 42132
[ Shahjahanpur

Kunwar Jitin Prasad(INC)
Margin of victory: 81,832

Total electorate .......ccoeevircvenee...... 12,40,983

Votes polled ... 6,33,853
Kunwar Jitin Prasad(iNC) 2,20,763
Ram Murti Singh Verma(SP) 1,38,931
Satya Pal Singh Yadav(BSP) .. 1,27,472
Suresh Kumar Khanna(BJP) .. 1,03,541
Others 43,146

1999: Kunwar Jitendra Prasad (INC} won by
17992

]

Sitapur
Rajesh Verma(BSP)
Margin of victory: 5,234

Total electorate ..

Votes polled ... 5,96,569
Rajesh Verma( 1,71,733
Mukhtar Anees(SP) ... 1,66,499

Janardan Prasad Mishra(BJP) ..

Raja Mohd. Amir Mohd. Khan
(INC) . .. 68,827

Others 51,688

1999: Rajesh Verma (BSP) won by 36362

L Unnao ]

Brajesh Pathak(BSP)
Margin of victory: 17,761
Total electorate
Votes polied ...........
Brajesh Pathak(BSP)
Deepak Kumar(SP)
Devi Bux Singh(BJP) ...
Shiv Pal Singh{INC) ... 83,
Others 30,411

1999: Deepak Kumar (SP) won by 37775

. 1,37,822

13,03,203

... 5,47 566
1,78,366

JHARKHAND

Chatra

Dhirendra Agarwal(RJD)
Margin of victory: 18,855
Total electorate ..

.. 9,78,364
4,35,504
1,21,464
1,02,609

Votes polled .......
Dhirendra Agarwal(RJD) ...
Inder Singh Namdhari(JD{U,
Nagmani(BJP)
Ramlal Oraon (IND) ..
Others
1999: Nagmani (RJD) won by 55099

Dhanbad ]

Chandra Shekhar Dubey(INC)
Margin of victory: 1,19,378

Total electorate ..
Votes polled .......
Chandra Shekhar Dubey(INC) ..
Rita Verma(BJP)
A. K. Roy(MCO)
Samresh Singh(fND) .
Others
1999: Rita Verma (BJP) won by 14226

Dumka (ST)

Shibu Soren(JMM)

Margin of victory: 1,15,015
Total electorate ..
Votes poiled .......
Shibu Soren (JMM) ...

Sone Lal Hembrom (BJP)
Others
1999: Babu Lal Marandi (BJP) won by 4548

Giridih

Tek Lal Mahto(JMM)
Margin of victory. 1,49,794
Total electorate ..
Votes polled .......
Tek Lal Mahto(JMM)

13,12,691
714,378
... 350,255

" Pradeep Yadav(BJP) .

Ravindra Kumar Pandey(BJP) ........ 2,00,461

Inderdeo Mahato(JD{U)) 81,722
Others ... 81,940

1999: Ravindra Kumar Pandey (BJP} won by
19787

Furkan Ansari(INC)
Margin of victory: 26,754

Total electorate ..
Votes polled .......
Furkan Ansari(INC)

.. 13,38,939
8,31,356
3,73,138
3,46,384
Others . 1,11,834

1999: Jagdambi Prasad Yadav (BJP) won by
79683

]

{ Hazaribagh

Bhubneshwar Prasad Mehta(CPl)
Margin of victory: 1,05,328

Total electorate .. .. 11,80,058
Votes polled ... 1,05,439
Bhubneshwar Prasad Mehta(CP!) ... 3,566,058
Yashwant Sinha(BJP) ... 2,50,730
Others .. 98,651

1999: Yashwant Sinha (BJP) won by 182642

| Jamshedpur |

Sunil Kumar Mahato(JMM)
Margin of victory: 1,05,633

Total electorate ..
Votes polled
Sunil Kumar Mahato{JMM)
Abha Mahto(BJP)
Others

1999: Abha Mahato (BJP} won by 121488

[ Khunti (ST)

Sushila Kerketta(INC)
Margin of victory: 51,163

]

Total electorate ..
Votes polled
Sushila Kerketta (INC)
Kariya Munda (BJP) .. .
Others 1,04,193

1999: Kariya Munda (BJP) won by 26262

B Kodarma )

Babulal Marandi(BJP)
Margin of victory: 1,54,944

13,25,734
... 8,25,710
... 3,66,656
2,11,712

Total electorate ...
Votes polled
Babulal Marandi (BJP) ...
Champa Verma(JMM) ...
Raj Kumar Yadav(CPI(ML)(L)) ........ 1,36,554
Others 1,10,788

1999: Tilakdhari Pandit Singh (INC) won by
10178

[ Palamu(sc) |

Manoj Kumar(RJD)
Margin of victory: 55,144

Total electorate ...
Votes polled ........
Manoj Kumar (RJD) ...
Braj Mohan Ram (BJP)
Radha Krishn Kishore (JD(U))

12,89,313
6,41,543
.. 2,06,733
. 1,51,589
.. 1,068,725

Others 1,76,496
| Rajmabhal (ST) ]
Hemlal Murmu(JMM)
Margin of victory: 2,974
Total electorate .. 10,72,040

. 691123
- 226,411
. 223437

Votes polied .
Hemlal Murmy
Thomas Hansda (INC)
Som Marandi (BJP)
Others

! Ranchi |

Subodh Kant Sahay(INC)
Margin of victory: 15,421

... 1379179

.. 6,95,754
Subodh Kant Sahay(INC) . .. 2,84,035
Ram Tahal Choudhary(BJP . 268,614
Others 1,43,105
1999: Ram Tahal Choudhary (BJP) won by
241177

Singhbhum

Bagun Sumbrai(INC)
Margin of victory: 59,196

Total electorate
Votes polled

Total electorate
Votes polled
Bagun Sumbrai (INC)
Laxman Gifua (BJP) ...
Sukhram Oraon (AJSU)
Others

9,19,728

1999: Laxman Giluwa (BJP) won by 82311

BENGAL

Alipurduars (ST)

Joachim Baxla(RSP)

Margin of victory: 1,45,124

Total electorate ..o
Votes polled
Joachim Baxia (RSP) ..
Manoj Tigga (BJP) ..
Ratan Lal Baraik (INC)
Others
1999: Joachim Baxla (RSP} won by 153133

Arambagh

Anil Basu(CPM)
Margin of victory: 5,92,502
Total electorate
Votes polled
Anil Basu(CPM)
Swapan Kumar Nandi(BJP} .. 151962
Others 68,414
1999: Anil Basu (CPM) won by 116721

Asansol

Bikash Chowdhury(CPM)
Margin of victory: 1,24,318
Total electorate ...
Votes polled ............
Bikash Chowdhury(
Ghatak Moloy(AITC)
Others . .

... 11,87,647
.. 9,64,840
.. 7.44,464

. 1092132
. 7,25,198
.. 3,69,832
. 245514
.. 1,09,852

o

Congress workers celebrate the party’s victory with a cutout of their

1999: Bikash Chowdhury (CPM) won by 37864

party president, Sonia Gandhi, in Kolkata on Thursday. — Reuters

[ Bolpur

[: Balurghat (SC) j

Ranen Barman(RSP)
Margin of victory: 71,146

11,29,369
. 8,25,631
4,15,298
.3,44,152

Total electorate

Votes polled
Ranen Barman (RSP) ..
Manomohan Roy (BJP)
Dipti Barman (INC) .. 1,19,104
Others ... 47,077

1999: Barman Ranen (RSP} won by 62921

Bankura

Acharia Basudeb(CPM)
Margin of victory: 2,30,329
Total electorate ...

Votes polied
Acharia Basudeb(CPM) ...
Deb Prasad Kundu { Tara)(AITC) ... 1,87 469
Others 90,220

1999: Achana Basudeb (CPM) won by 106998

Birbhum (SC)

Ram Chandra Dome(CPM)
Margin of victory: 1,91,612

. 10,20,046

6,95,487
. 4,17,798

Total electorate ... 10,29,870
Votes polled .......... 7,23,661
Ram Chandra Dome (CPM) 372,294
Gopal Chandra Das (INC) .. . 1,80,682
Arjun Saha (BJP) ... . 1,39,796

Others ... 30,889

1999: Ram Chandra Dome (CPM) won by
1567156

Navjot Singh Sidhu (BJP)
Amitsar, Punjab

WINNERS

L.
Dharmendra (BJP
Bikaner. Ha}ast(ggn)

Chatterjee Somnath(CPM)
Margin of victory: 3,10,307
Total electorate ...........coovvervvnnnns

Votes polied
Chatteriee Somnath(CPM)
Dr. Nirmal Map (AITC)
Others .. .

1999: Somnath Chatterjee (CPM) won by
186359

__ Burdwan |

Nikhilananda Sar(CPM)
Margin of victory: 4,71,351

12,21,820

... 9,97,024
6,73,091

Total electorate

Votes poiled
Nikhilananda Sar(CPM) .
Anindya Gopal Mltra(BJP) 2,01,740
Others .. .. 1,22,193

1999: Sar Nikhilananda (CPM]| won by 301683

Calcutta North West

Sudhangshu Seal(CPM)
Margin of victory. 43,004
................................. 609,204

.. 3,60,117
L 151,772
1,08,768
81,952

.................................................. 17,625

1999: Sudip Bandyopadhyay (TC} won by
94170

Total eleciorate

Votes polied
Sudhangshu Seal(CPM)
Subrata Mukherjee(AITC) .
Bandyopadhyay Sudip(IND) ..

T.R. Baalu (DMK)
Chennal South

Dayamdhi Maran (DMK)
Chennai Central

[ Calcutta South |

[ Dum Dum ]

Mamata Banerjee(AITC)
Margin of victory: 98,429
Total electorate

Votes polled
Marnata Baneriee(AITC)
Rabin Deb(CPM)
QOthers ...

1999: Mamata Banerjee (TG} won by 214008

Cooch Behar (SC)

Hiten Barman(AIFB)
Margin of victory: 2,26,569

Total etectorale .. 11,48,936

Votes polled ......... .. 852571
Hiten Barman (AIFB} .. .. 4,90,982
Girindra, Nath Barman (AlTC . 264413
Sailen Barma (INC) . . 1,16715
Others 80,461

1999: Amar Roy Pradhan (AIFB} won by
108165

Darjeeling

Dawa Narhula(INC)
Margin of victory: 1,01,416
Total electorate ... 12,49,238

Votes polied
Dawa Narbula (INC) ...
Moni Thapa(CPM)
Di. G. S. Yonzone {BJP)

Others
1999: S.P. Lepcha (CPM) won by 111969

.. 2.95,557

Subramanian: Swamy
Madurai, T:N.

Amitava Nandy(CPM)
Margin of victory: 98,484
Total electorate .....
Votes polled
Amitava Nandy{CPM)
Tapan Sikdar(BJP) ... 5,20,700
Others ... . 1,07,920

1999: Tapan Szkdar (BJP) won by 134561

Durgapur (SC) |

Sunil Khan(CPM)

Margin of victory: 2,77,508
Total electorate .
Votes polled ......
Sunit Khan {CPM} ...
Shib Narayan Saha (BJP) 227,742
Others . 114624

1999: Sunil Khan (CPM) won by 117963

Hooghly

Rupchand Paul(CPM)
Margin of victory: 1,65,632
Total electorate
Votes polled .........cc.....
Rupchand Paul{CPM) ..

Indrani Mukherjee(AITC) 328,613
Others .. . ... 97,283
1999; Rupchand Pal {CPM) wont by 12485

Howrah

Swadesh Chakrabortty(CPM)
Margin of victory: 2,46,937

Total electorate .

.. 15,43,705
12,47,804
.6,18,184

.. 11,50,939
8,47,616
5,05,250

............................... 11,61,683
.. 920,141
4,94,245

. 12,40,427

Votes polled ...... 9,11,632
Swadesh Chakrabortty(CPM) 4,89,444
Dr. Bikram Sarkar (AITC) 242,507
Suitan Singh{INC) 1,52,100

Others ... 27,581

CHENNAI

1999: Swadesh Chakraborty (CPM) won by
103449

{ Jalpaiguri |

Minati Sen(CPM)
Margin of victory: 1,80,605

Total electorate ...
Votes polled
Minati Sen(CPM) .
Parash Datta(AITC)
Dipak Krishna Bhowmik(| . 1,30,255
Others 92,129

1999: Minati Sen (CPM) won by 108937
[ Jhargram (ST) ]

Rupchand Murmu(CPM)
Margin of victory: 3,51,343

... 11,04,781

.. 8,90,105
.. 4,24163
.. 2,43,558

Total electorate
Votes polied
Rupchand Murmu (CPM) ...
Nityananda Hembram (AITC) .
Cthers

1999: Rupchand Murmu (CPM) won by 108681

Joynagar (SC) }
Sagnat Kumar Mondal(RSP)
argin of victory: 2,30,521

Votes polled ...

Sanat Kumar Mondal (RSP)
Asit Baran Thakur (BJP} .
Tarun Kanti Naskar (IND) ...
Others .
1999: Sanat Kumar Mondal (RSP) won by
112301

[ Katwa }

Mahboob Zahedi(CPM)
Margin of victory: 1,43,349

Total electorate .
Votes polled
Mahboob Zahedi(CPM)
Ahmed Suitan(AITC) . 3,51,367
Others ... . 1,20,180

1999: Mahboob Zahedi (CPM) won by 108362

L Malda )

A. B. A. Ghani Khan Choudhury(INC)
Margin of victory: 1,11,108

... 11,869,525
. 9,66,263
. 494716

.. 10,88,411
.. 8,50,600

Total electorate .
Votes polied .
A. B. A. Ghani Khan Choudhury
.. 412913
3,01,805

Pranab Das(CPM)
Badsha Alam(BJP) ......cccoevcereircncres 86,525
Others .. . 49,357

1999: A.B.A. Ghani Khan Choudhury (INC) won

by 24603
Midnapore

Prabodh Panda(CPl}
Margin of victory: 1,60,760

.. 11,52,887
9,08,499
... 4,80,034

Total electorate ..
Votes polled
Prabodh Panda(CPI} . .
Rahul ( Biswajit) Sinha(BJP) ........... 3,19,274
Others ... 1,09,191

1999: Indrajit Gupta (CPI) won by 28773

Panskura —]

Gurudas Dasgupta(CPl)
Margin of victory: 2,79,478

Total electorate ..
Votes polled ...
Gurudas Dasgupta(
Hema Choubey(AITC) 2,62,035
Others .. 71,006

1999: Gita Mukherjee (CP{) won by 46858

L Purulia. |

Bir Singh Mahato(AiFB)
Margin of victory: 1,45,718

.. 9,892,438
6,96,219
3,41,067
.. 1,895,339

Total electorate ..
Votes polled
Bir Singh Mahato(A(FB)
Shantiram Mahato(INC) ... .
Niyati Mahato{AITC) . . 1,05,127
Others 54,696

1999: Birsingh Mahato (AIFB} won by 174870

Raiganj

Priya Ranjan Dasmunshi(INC)
Margin of victory: 39,147

Total electorate
Votes polled .....c..cocvivvcercinriccninener
Priya Ranjan Dasmunshi(iNC) .
Minati Ghosh(CPM)
Others . 112,921

1999: Priya Ranjab Dasmunsi (INC) won by
75255

| Vishnupur (SC) |

Susmita Bauri(CPM)
Margin of victory: 3,31,829

Tota! electorate ..
Votes polled
Susmita Bauri (CPM)
Janardan Saha (AITC) .
Others . 1 01,439

1999: Sandhya Bauri (CPM) won by 181570

JAMMU &
KASHMIR

Madan Lal Sharma(INC)
Margin of victory: 17,568

.. 18,51,838
8,21,670
3,19,994
302,426

Total electorate ..
Votes polted
Madan Lal Sharma(INC)
Dr. Nirmal Singh{BJP) ..
Surjit Singh Stathia(JKN) . 1,20,397
Others 78,853

1993 Vishno Datt Sharma (BJP) won by
142

" Ladakh -

Thupstan Chhewang(IND)
Margin of victory: 25,589

... 175,768

Total electorate .. .
.. 1,28,794

Votes polled

LOSERS

T.1.V. Dinakaran

AIADM
Penyakuiam (r K

Goel (BJP)

Viiag Sadar

elhi

Thupstan Chhewang (IND)
Hassan Khan(JKN)
Wazir Mohd. Ali(IND)
Others

1999: Hassan Khan (JKN) won by 2090

[ Srinagar

Omar Abdullah{(JKN})
Margin of victory: 23,159

Total electorate .
Votes polled
Omar Abdulfah(JKN)
Advocate Ghulam Nabi

(JKPDP} ...
Others

1999: Umar Abduliah (JKN) won by 36859

Udhampur

Ch. Lal Singh{INC)
Margin of victory: 47,175

.. 13,48,721
... 6,08,074
240,872
1,93,697

Total electorate ..
Votes polied .......
Ch. Lal Singh(INC} ....
Prof. Chaman Lal Gupta(BJP)

Khalid Najib Suharwardy(JKN) ... 69,971
Others 1,03,534
1999: Prof. Chaman Lal (BJP) won by 118307

KARNATAKA

—

| Bagalkot

Gaddigoudar Parvatagouda
Chandanagouda(BJP)
Margin of victory: 1,67,383

Total electorate .

. 13,24,829

Votes polied .. 868472

Gaddigoudar Parvatagouda Chandanagouda
(BJP) ... 459,451

Patil R S(INC) ... 2,92,068

Others 1,16,953
1999: Rudragouda Sanganago Patil (INC) won
by 76434

| Bangalore North

Dr Sangliana H T(BJP)
Margin of victory: 30,458
Total electorate
Votes polled ...
Dr Sangliana H T(BJP) ..
Jaffer Sharief C K(INC) .
Ibrahim C M(JO(S))
Others
1999: C.K. Jaffar Sharief (INC) won by
1,75,605

Bangalore South |

Ananth Kumar(BJP)
Margin of victory: 62,271
Total electorate ...
Votes polled ........

Ananth Kumar(BJP)
Krishnappa M{INC) .
Others

1999: Ananth Kumar (BJP) won by 66,054

Beigaum

Angadi Suresh Chanabasappa(BJP)
Margin of victory: 84,753

Total electorate ...

... 21,33,579

. 16,22,138

.. 13,54,182

Votes polled 8,93,902
Angadi Suresh Chanabasappa
(BJP) .. .. 4,10,843

Amarsinh Va: .. 3,26,090
Others 1,56,969

1999: Amarasinha Vasantharao Patil (INC) won

by 49898
]

L Bellary

Karunakara Reddy G(BJP)
Margin of victory: 31,679

Total electorate ...
Votes polled
Karunakara Reddy G(BJP)
Kondaiah K G(INC}
Gulagi Nagaraj B(JD(S))
Others
1999: Sonia Gandhi {INC) won by 56100

[ Bidar |

Ramchandra Veerappa({BJP)

Margin of victory: 23,621

Total electorate ...

Votes polled ....

Ramchandra Veerapp

Narsingrao Hulla Suryawansh
(INC)

Motiram Chowdhary (JD(S)) ..

Others

1999: Ramachandra Veerappa (BJP) won by

152033

[ Bijapur
Basanagouda R Patil(Yatnal)(BJP)
Margin of victory: 37,533

. 14,23,161

. 13,72,985

Total electorate .. 13,28,325
Votes polled .......covervcrerieiererennnennes 789,734
Basanagouda R Patil(Yatnal)
1N 20 SV 3,44,905
Basanagouda Somanagouda Patil (Managuli)
(INC) oot 3,07,372
Khed Ningappa Siddappa(JD(S)) ... 1,37,457

1999: Basavanagouda Pafil {BJP) won by
36639

Chamarajanagar

M Shivanna(JD(S))
Margin of victory: 43,498

Total electorate ...
Votes polled
M Shivanna (JD(S})
A Siddaraju (INC) ...
N Chamaraju (JD(U)) .
Others

1999: V.Srinivas Prasad (JD(U) won by 16146

Chikballapur

Jalappa R L(INC)
Margin of victory: 60,022

Total electorate ...
Votes polled ...
Jalappa R L(INC)
Shashi Kumar (JD(S))
Ashok Krishnappa(dO(U})
Others

1999: R. L. Jalappa (INC) won by 211198

11,89,973

13,14,311
. 9,31,128
. 376,204
316,182

Nafisa Ali (Cong.)
Kolkata South




CHENNAI
L/
S

Kishanganj |1 [ Karol Bagh (SC) |
Taslimuddin(RJD} Krishna Tirath(INC)
Margin of victory: 1,60,497 Margin of victory. 37,629
Total electorate ... 12,78,476  Total electorate ...........coecereinniee 5,08,534
Votes polled ....... ... 8,413,315  Votes palled ...... 2,49,185

Taslimuddin(RJD) ..
Syed Shahnawaz Hussain(BJP) ...... 2,59,834
Others 1,33,150

1999: Syed Shahnawaz Hussain (BJP) won by
8648
[ Madhepura ]

Lalu Prasad(RJD)
Margin of victory: 69,987

4,20,331

Total electorate .........ccc......
Votes polled ......
Lalu Prasad(RJD) ..
Sharad Yadav(JD(U))
Otherts

1999: Sharad Yadav (JD-U) won by 30319

L Motihari ]

Akhilesh Prasad Singh(RJD)
Margin of victory: 97,024

... 12,221,716

.. 6,79,090
Gh(RID} .......... 348,596
Radha Mohan Singh{BJP) ............ 2,51,572
Others 78,922

1999: Radha Mohan Singh (BJP) won by
21670

—

Total electorate ...
Votes polled ....
Akhilesh Prasad

[ Muzattarpur

George Fernandes(JD(U))
Margin of victory: 9,693

Totai electorate ...
Votes polled ........
George Femandes(JD(U)) .
Bhagwan Lal Sahani(RJD) ....
Others
1999: Captain Jai Narain Prasad Nis(JD-U}
won by 60720

[ Nalanda |

Nitish Kumar(JD(U}))
Margin of victory: 1,02,396

.. 13,11,801
. 895,118

Total electorate ...
Votes polied ........

Nitish Kumar{JD(U)) ... . 4,711,310
Dr. Kumar Pushpanjay( .. 368,914
Others 54,892

1999: George Femandes (JD-U) won by
105821

[ Nawada ]

Virchandra Paswan(RJD)
Margin of victory: 56,006

Total electorate ...
Votes polled ........
Virchandra Paswan (RJD) ..
Sanjay Paswan (BJP) 4,33,986
Others 86,059

1999: Sanjay Paswan (BJP) won by 84085

i Purnea ]

Uday Singh(BJP)
Margin of victory: 12,883

... 15,05,544
10,10,037
. 4,89,992

Total electorate
Votes polled .....
Uday Singh(BJP) . .
Rajesh Ranjan Alias Pappu Yadav

(LINSP)
Others

1999: Rajesh Ranjan (IND) won by 2,52,566

[ Saharsa ]

Ranjeet Ranjan(LJNSP)
Margin of victory: 30,787

Total efectorate ...
Votes polled ...
Ranjeet Ranjan(LJN ).

Dingsh Chandra Yadav(JD(U))
Others

1999: Dinesh Chandra Yadav (JD-U) won by

94493
_}

L Sasaram

Mira Kumar{INC)
Margin of victory: 2,568,262

Total electorate .......cccevvervecnsiveriis 12,91,800

Votes polied ......... 6,97,268
Mira Kumar (INC) 4,16,673
Muni Lall (BJP) ...

1,58,411
Madan Ram (BSP .
Others

1999: Muni Lall (BJP} won by 78676

[ Chandni Chowk |

Kapll Sibal(iNC)
Margin of victory: 79,417

Total electorate . ... 346,393
Votes polied ...... 1,79,003
Kapil Sibal{INC) 1,27,395
Smyiti 2 raani{BJP) ........cccvcecnnrn. 47,978
Others 3,630

1999: Vijay Goel (BJP) won by 1995

Krishna Tirath (INi
Anita Arya (BJP)
Others

1999: Anita Arya (BJP) won by 12445

[ New Delhi |

Ajay Makan(INC)
Margin of victory: 12,784

- 1,00,967
- 9622

Total electorate ...
Votes polled ....
Ajay Makan(iNC) ...
Jagmohan(BJP) ..
Others

1999: Jag Mohan (BJP) won by 27893

| Outer Delhi ]

Sajjan Kumar{INC)
Margin of victory: 2,23,790

Total efectorate ... ... 33,68,399

Votes polled ........ 15,563,849
Sajjan Kumar(INC) . .. 8,55,543
Sahib SINgh(BIP) ... 6,31,753
Others . 66,553
1999: Sahib Singh Verma (BJP) won by
202472

| South Delhi

Vijay Kumar Mathotra(BJP}
Margin of victory: 16,005

. 478,876
. 2,40,654
. 2,24,649
13,573

Total electorate ...
Votes polled ........
Vijay Kumar Malhotra(BJP)
A. K. Anand(iNC) ...
Others

1999: Vijay Kumar Malhotra (BJP) won by
29919

UTTAR
PRADESH
[ Agra |
Raj Babbar(SP)

Margin of victory: 57,342
Total electorate
Votes polled .....
Raj Babbar(SP)
Murari Lal Mittal Fatehpuria

.. 1430713
.6,42,719
2,43,094

1 T, 1,85,752
Pandit Keshav Prasad Dixit

BSP) 1,74,149
Others 39,724
1999: Raj Babbar (SP} won by 112982

Amroha ]

Harish Nagpal(IND})
Margin of victory: 17,885
Total electorate ... 13,42 541
Votes polled ..... . 885,163
Harish Nagpal(IND) . . 2,87523
Mahmood Madni(RLD}) 2,69,638
Aley Hasan(BSP) ....... 1,68,698
Chetan Chauhan(BJP) .. 1,30,522
Cthers 28,782

1999: Rashid Ahi (BSP) won by 93225

L Aonla |

Kunwar Sarvraj Singh(JD(U))
Margin of victory: 6,871

Total electorate
Votes polied ...
Kunwar Sarvra; Smgh(JD(U))
Rajveer Singh(SP}
Sudhir Kumar Maurya{BSP) .. 142,198
Others 94,487
1999: Kunwar Sarvraj Singh (SP) won by
17626

i Azamgarh J
Ramakant Yadav(BSP)

Margin of victory: 6,968

Total electorate
Votes polled .........
Ramakant Yadav(BSP)
Durga Prasad Yadav(SP)
Ram Naresh Yadav(INC)
Others

.. 11,45,676
. 5,36,458
. 1,563,322
1,46,451

1999: Rama Kant Yadav (SP} won by 26979
[ Baghpat |
Ajit Singh(RLD)

Margin of victory: 2,20,638
Total electorate

Votes polled . 6,56,900
Ajit Singh(RLD) 3,53,181
Aulad A(BSP) . 1,32,543
Satyapal Singh Malik(BJP) .. .1,02,317

Others

1999: Ajit Singh (RLD) won by 154572
Bahraich ]

Rubab Sayeda(SP)

Margin of victory: 26,334

Total electorate .

Votes palied ......
Rubab Sayeda(SP)

Bhagat Ram Mishra(BSP) ... 1,62,615
Padam Sen Chaudhary(BJP) .......... 1,43,780
Others 64,193

1%9: Padma Sen Chaudhary (BJP) won by
5751

[ Balrampur |

[ Delhi Sadar ]

Jagdish Tytler(INC)
Margin of victory: 15,974

Total electorate . .. 4,96,311
Votes polled ...... 2,71,544
Jagdish Tytier(INC) 1,40,073
Vijay Gosl(BJP) .. 1,24,099
Others . 1,372
1999: Madan Laf Khurana (BJP} won by 13852
East Delhi |
Sandeep Dikshit(INC)
Margin of victory: 2,29,779
Total electorate .........c...c.cevvveveeenne 25,94,890
Votes polled .. 11,90,814

Sandeep Dikshit(INC)
Lal Bihari Tiwari(BJP) ... 439,748
Others 81,539

1999: Lal Bihari Tiwari (BJP} won by 82,760

6,69,527

Veemdtakumar JB{S}
Kozhthode Kerala

Bri] Bhushan Sharan Singh(BJP)
Margin of victory: 52,613

Total electorate . .. 13,16,006

Votes polled ... 6,98,106
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh

(BJP) ... ... 2,70,941
Rizwan Z

(BSP) ... 2,18,328
Dr. Mohd Umas(SP) . 1,65,090

Others .. 43,747

1999: Rizvan Zaheer alias Rajju Bhaiya (SP)
won by 20158

[ Banda |

Shyam Chandra Gupi(SP)
Margin of victory: 56,304

Total electorate .
Votes polled
Shyam Chandra Gupt(SP)
Ram Sajeewan(BSP)

Bhairo Prasad Misra{BJP)
Others

uvam»pwha, :

Congressmen In Chandigarh distributing sweets as they celebrate the victory of their party leader. — Reuters

1999: Ram Sajiwan (BSP) won by 28631

| Bansgaon ]

Mahaveer Prasad(INC)
Margin of victory: 16,441

14,41,224
.. 6,32,109
1,80,388
1,63,947
1,35,501

Total electorate ........ccocvrenirencnn.
Votes poiled ......cc.co...... .
Mahaveer Prasad (INC)
Sadal Prasad (BSP) .....
Sabhawati Paswan (SP)
Raj Narayan (BJP) ... 1,26,897
Others ... 25,376

1999: Raj Narayan Pasi (BJP) won by 9688

[ Bara Banki |

Kamala Prasad(BSP)
Margin of victory: 20,922

Total electorate . . 12,14,993

Votes polted ...... 5,40,251
Kamala Prasad (BSP 1,96,370
Ram Sagar (SP) ...... 1,75,448

Ram Naresh Rawat (BJP)
Others

1999: Ram Sagar (SP) won by 55291

| Bareilly ]

Santosh Gangwar(BJP)
Margin of victory: 59,644

1,15,994
52,439

. 15,56,024
.. 822,848
2,69|651
... 2,10,007
.. 1,91,.342

Total electorate .
Votes polled ......
Santosh Gangwar(BJP) .
Akbar Ahmed Dempi(BSP)
Praveen Singh Aron{INC) .
Islam Sabir(SP) . 1,20,474
Others ... .. 31,374

1999: Santosh Gangwar (BJP) won by 134700
[ Bijnor |

Munshiram(RLD)
Margin of victory: 80,175

13,565,437
.. 105,737
3,01,599

Total electorate ..
Votes polled .......
Munshiram (RLD) ..
Ghan Shyam Chandr Kharwar

(BSP) oot 2,21,424
Sheesh Ram Singh Ravi (BJP) ....... 1,01,340

Others 81,374
1999: Sheeshram Singh Ravi (BJP) won by
23700

[ Bilhaur |

Raja Ram Pal(BSP)
Margin of victory: 24,402

Total electorate .
Votes polled .......
Raja Ram Pal(BSP) ..

(035171 63,413
1999: Suresh Pasi (BSP) won by 29285

Domariaganj

Mohd. Mugeem(BSP)
Margin of victory: 52,902

Total electorate ..... . 13,50,045
Votes polled ...........
Mohd. Mugeem(BSP)

Jagdambika Pal(INC) ...

Laf Singh Tomar(SP) .... . 1,98,793  Brij Bhushan Tiwari{SP) 1,33,439
Shyam Bihari Mishra(BJP) ... 159,681 Ram Pal Singh(BJP) . 1,15,104
Others 59,728  Others .......ccoveivcnirinns 42,400
1999: Shyam Bihari Mishra (BJP) won by 3223  1999: Ram Pal Singh (BJP) won by 35567
[ Budaun IR Etah B
Saleem Igbal Shervani(SP) Ku. Devendra Singh Yadav(SP}
Margin of victory: 51,322 Margin of victory: 51,335

Total electorate .. 12,00,435 Total electorate .. 11,28,519
Votes polied ....... .. 590,009 Votes polled ....... . 587,118
Saleem {qbal Shervani(SP) .. 265,713  Ku. Devendra Singh Yadav(SP) 2,76,156
Brijpal Singh Shakya(BJP) .... 2,14,391  Ashok Ratan Shakya(BJP) ,

Prem Pal Singh Yadav(BSP) ............ 75,886  Others ,
OIS oo 34,019 1999: Kunwar Devendra Singh Yaoav (SP) won

1999: Saleem Igbal Shervani (SP) won by
41314

[ Bulandshahr I

Kalyan Singh(BJP)
Margin of victory: 16,651

Total electorate ..
Votes polled ......
Kalyan Singh(BJP)
Badrul Islam(RLD} .....
Devendra Bhardwaj(BSP) .
Others

1999: Chhatra Pal (BJP) won by 61929

by 52524

i Etawah ]

Raghuraj Singh Shakya(SP)
Margin of victory: 1,90,151

Total electorate .. 12,64,560
Votes polled .......
Raghuraj Singh Shakya(SP) ..
Sarita Bhadauria(BJP) ........
Sudheendra Bhadaurya(BSP)

Others
1999: Raghraj Singh Shakya (SP) won by
83683

| Chalil |

| Farrukhabad ]

Shailendra Kumar(SP)
Margin of victory: 630

14,84,115
.. 555,376

Total electorate
Votes polled ..........
Shailendra Kumar (SP) .
Vachaspti (BSP)
Dr. Amrit Lal Bhanti (BJP)

 Sunil Dutt (Cong.
Mimbai Ncr%b W%gi)

Chandra Bhushan Singh Munnoo
Babu(SP)
Margin of victory: 2,745

Total electorate ... .. 13,866,501
Votes polled 6,65,435
Chandra Bhushan Singh Munnoo Babu

(SP) 1,76,129

Ram Naik (BJP)
Mumbai North

Louise Khurshid(INC} ...
Mukesh Rajput(BJP)
Nagendra Singh Shakya(BSP) ..
Others
1999: Chandra Bhoshan Singh (Munnoo Babu)
(SP) won by 62562

| Fatehpur |

Mahendra Prasad Nishad(BSP)
Margin of victory: 52,568

.. 12,79,387
.. 5,086,699
.. 1,63,568
.. 1,11,000
. 1,01,484

Total electorate ..
Votes polled
Mahendra Prasad Nishad(BSP)
Achal Singh(SP)
Ashok Patel(BJP) ...
Khan Gufran Jahidi{INC) . 92,741
Others ... 37,906

1999: Ashok Kumar Patef (BJP) won by 1063

| Firozabad

Ram Ji Lal Suman(SP)
Margin of victory: 54,788

Total electorate ... . 13,04,274
Votes polled ........
Ram Ji Lal Suman (SP) ...
Kishori Lal Mahaur (BJF)
Biresh Kumar Alias Dadua (BS
Prabhudayal Katheria {(RSMD) ..
Others

1999: Ram Jilal Suman (SP) won by 83368

| Ghatampur ]

Radhey Shyam Kori(SP)
Margin of victory: 10,312

.. 12,07.492

Total electorate ... .
.. 502,269

Votes polled ...
Radhey Shyam
Pyarelal Sankhwar (BSP}
Kamal Rani (BJP)
Others

1999: Pyare Lal Shankhwar (BSP) won by 105

[ Ghazipur ]

Afajal Ansari(SP)
Margin of victory: 2,26,777

Total electorate .............cccccovieerinnee 14,76,687
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..... 8,69,184
415,687
1,88,910
1,85,120
... 79,467

—

Votes polled .........
Afajal Ansari(SP) .
Monaj(BJP)
Uma Shankar(BSP) .
Others

1999: Manoyj (BJP) won by 11033

{ Gonda

Kirti Vardhan Singh Alias Raja
Bhaiya(SP)
Margin of victory: 36,998

Total electorate .. 13,91,430
Votes polled ... 6,06,654
Kirti Vardhan Singh Alias Raja Bhaiya

(8P) .. 251,947
Ghan Shyam Shukla(BJP) ... 2,14,949
Fazlul Bari Alias Banne Bhai

(BSP) . .. 69,543
Others 70,215

1999: Braj Bhushan Sharan Singh (BJP) won

by 59174
]

[: Gorakhpur

Aditya Nath(BJP)
Margin of victory: 1,42,039

Total electorate .
Votes polled .....
Aditya Nath(BJP) ..
Jamuna Prasad(SP)
Pradeep Kumar Nishad
Others

1999 Aditya Nath (BJP) won by 7309

[ Hamirpur ]

Rajnarayan Alias Rajju Mahraj(SP)
Margin of victory: 37,154

14,32,002
6,89,248
353,647
2,11,608

Total electorate . 11,85,235
Votes polied ... 6,04,099
Rajnarayan Alias Rajju Mahraj

(SP) .. ... 2,20917
Ashok Ku

(BSP) ... 1,83,763

Gangacharan Rajput{iNC) . 1,11,673
Others 87,746

1999: Suresh Chandet (BJP) won by 129247

Hapur

Surendra Prakash Goyal(INC)
Margin of victory: 42,363

18,06,644
... 7,99,736
.. 2,35114
... 1,892,751
... 1,80,068

Total electorate .
Votes polled ...
Surendra Praka
Ramesh Chand Tomar(BJP)
Kunwar Ayyub Ali(BSP) ..
Trilok Tyagi(RLD) ..
Others
1999: Ramesh Chand Tomar (BJP) won by
11958

L Hardoi |

Usha Verma(SP)
Margin of victory: 39,203 N
. 12,13,260

522,103
2,03,445
1,64,242

Total electorate ..
Votes polied .......
Usha Verma (SP
Shiv Prasad Verma (BSP)
Anita Verma (BJP) ... 1,16,473
Others 37,943

1999: Jai Prakash (ABLTC) won by 5404

[ Jalaun ]

Bhanu Pratap Singh Verma(BJP)
Margin of victory. 26,791

13,10,156
. 579,777
.. 1,85,228
.. 1,68,437

Total electorate ..
Votes polled
Bhanu Pratap Singh Verma (BJP}
Ghanshyam Kori (SP) ...
Brij Lat Khabri (BSP) .
Cthers

1999: Brij Lal Khabri (BSP) won by 13352

(: Jalesar |

Pro. S.P Singh Baghel(SP)
Margin of victory: 1,06,068

Total electorate ... .. 12,40,923
Votes polled ........
Pro. S.P Singh Baghel(SP) ...
Pratyendra Pal Singh (Pappu

(BJP)
Updesh Singh Chauhan(BSP) . 1,49,654
Others ... 32,588

1999: Prof. S. P. Singh Baghel (SP} won by
8062

Kaiserganj ]

Beni Prasad Verma(SP)
Margin of victory: 12,660

)
.1,81,023

Total electorate .. .. 12,72,807
Votes polled ..... . 5,69,950
Beni Prasad Verma(SP) . . 2,19,920
Arif Mohammad Khan(BJP) . 2,07,260
Farid Mahfooz Ki(BSP} .. . 1,12,027

Others 30,743
1999: Beni Prasad Verma (SP) won by 51559

I Kannauj ]

Akhilesh Yadav(SP)
Margin of victory: 3,07,373

Total electorate .......c.ccvrvrrrvrinneenn. 13,46,673
Votes polled ... 758,627
Akhilesh Yadav(SP) . 4,64,367
Th. Rajesh Singh(BSP} . 1,56,994
Ramanand Yadav(BJP) . 1,12,349

Others 24,917

1999: Mulayam Singh Yadav (SP) won by
79139

[ Kanpur |

Shri Prakash Jaiswal(INC)
Margin of victory: 5,638

Totat electorate ... ... 14,27 231
Votes polled ........ . 6,18,721
Shri Prakash Jaiswal(INC) . 2,11,109
Satya Dev Pachauri(BJP) ... . 2,05471
Haji Mushtaq Solanki(SP) . 1,59,361

Others ... 42,780

1999: Shri Prakash Jaiswal (INC) won by
34459

| Kheri |

Ravi Prakash Verma(SP)
Margin of victory: 11,760

.. 14,37,563
706,718
2,24,602
2,12,842
.. 1,95,849

Total electorate ...
Votes polled .........
Ravi Prakash Verma(SP)
Daud Ahmad(BSP) ..
Vinay Katiyar(BJP)

LOSERS

V.C. Shukla (BJP)
Mahasamund, Chhattisgarh

Manohar Joshi (Shiv Sena)
Mumbai North: Central

Others
1999: Ravi Prakash Verma {SP) won by 4515

[ Khurja
Ashok Kumar Pradhan{BJP)
Margin of victory: 41,150

14,37,828

6,00,704
2,14,701
1,73,551

1,089,114

Total electorate .

Votes polled ......
Ashok Kumar Pradhan (BJP)
Ravi Gautam (BSP)
Devi Dayal (INC) ..........
Ram Niwas Balmiki (RLD)
Others

1999: Ashok Kumar Pradhan (BJP) won by
110298

| Mainpuri |

Mulayam Singh Yadav(SP)
Margin of victory: 3,37,870

......... 12,11,002
.. 718,918
460,470
1.22,600

Total electorate .............

Votes poled .........ccc......
Mulayam Singh Yadav(SP)
Ashok Shakya(BSP)
Balram Singh Yadav(BJP) .............. 1,11,153
Others ... 25,695

1999: Balram Singh Yadav (SP) won by 28026

[ Mathura

Manvendra Singh(INC)
Margin of victory: 38,132

Total electorate ..

Votes polied .......
Manvendra Singh{INC)
Choudhary Laxminarayan(B
Dr. Gyanvati Singh(RLD)
Choudhary Tejveer Singh(BJP)
Cthers ..

18 146
1999: Chaudhary Tejvir Singh (BJP) won by
41727

[ Meerut ]

Mohd. Shahid(BSP)
Margin of victory: 69,336
Total electorate .......cocovrivrerrins 13,29,974

Votes polled ... 6,97,484
Mohd. Shahid(BSP) 252518
Malook Nagar(RLD) .. 1,83,182
K. C. Tyagi(JO(U)) ...
Others

1999: Avtar Singh Bhadana (INC) won by
24836

Mirzapur
Narendra Kumar Kushwaha(BSP)
Margin of victory: 36,412

... 16,30,287
. 728,015

i

Total electorate ..

Votes polied
Narendra Kumar Kushwaha(BSP) ...
Veerendra Singh(BJP) ... .
Sharda Prasad(SP) ...

Rajesh Pati Tripathi(INC)
Others

1999: Phoolan Devi (SP) won by 84476

[ Moradabad

Dr. Shafiqurrahman Barg(SP)
Margin of victory: 35,840

Total electorate ...........cccoevirereinns 13,53,266
Votes polled ..o 6,55,175
Dr. Shafiqurrahman Barg(SP) ........ 218,079

Chandra Vijay Singh Urf Baby Raja

(BJP) .. 1,82,239
fftakar Mohammad(BSP)
Others

1999: Chandra Vijay Singh Alias Baby Raja
(ABLTC) won by 96450

| Padrauna

Baleshwar Yadav(NLP)
Margin of victory: 8,422

Total electorate .. 15,01,706

Votes polled ..... . 7,90,050

Baleshwar Yadav(NLP) ... 2,06,850

Kunwar Ratanjeet Pratap yan Singh
{(INC)

N P Kushwaha(BSP} .. 1,68,869

Ram Nagina Mishra(BJP} 1,15,975

Others
1999: Ram Nagina Mishra (BJP} won by 26738

B Pilibhit ]

Maneka Gandhi(BJP)
Margin of victory: 1,02,720

12,85,819
. 6,77,107
. 2,855,615
1,52,895

Total electorate ........ccoovervmnrnnee

Votes polled ................
Maneka Gandhi(BJP) ..
Satyapal Gangwar(SP) ....
Anis Ahmad Khan Alias Phool Babu

(BSP) 1,21,269
V.M SINGH(INC) <..cevvrrerccvvriessene 1,06,186
Others 41,142

1999: Maneka Gandhi (IND) won by 239855

[ Pratapgarh |

Akshay Pratap Singh“gopal Ji"(SP)
Margin of victory: 69,272

Total electorate .........cccovcrnvvcerneres 13,32,216
VOtes PONE ..ooocooevevees e, 572,548
Akshay Pratap Singh“gopal Ji*

(P .. 238,137

Rajkumari Ratna Singh(INC} - 1,68,865

Shiv Prakash Mishra“senani”

1999: Rajkumari Ratna Singh (INC) won by
6012

] Rae Bareli |

Sonia Gandhi(INC)
Margin of victory: 2,49,765
Total electorate

Votes polied ...
Sonia Gandhi{INC)
Ashok Kumar Singh(SP) ..
Others

1999: Captain Satish Sharma (INC} won by
73549

BRKIALE

Buta Singh {Cong)

Jalore, Rajasthan



HENNAI

Chikkodi (SC) | Raichur 1

Jigajinagi Ramesh Chandappa(BJP)  yenkatesh Naik A(INC)
Margin of victory: 43,492 Margin of victory: 508

Total electorate ..
Votes polled ...

. 11,84,275

14,13,018
.. 8,25,096
. 2,89,424
. 2,88918

Total electorate

Votes polled
Venkatesh Naik A (INC) ....

Raja Madangopal Nayak {JD{S))
Kallur Sureshreddy(BJP) . 1,98,804
Others 47,952

1999: Venkatesh naik (INC) won by 252206

Ghatage S B (INC)
Others

1999: Ramesh C. J/ga//nag/ (JD(U) won by

84590
Chikmagalur

[ g | ] Shimoga

S Bangarappa(BJP)

D C Srikantappa(BJP)
Margin of victory: 76,145

Margin of victory: 73,672

Total electorate ...
Votes polled
D C Srikantappa(BJP)
B L Shankar(INC) .
D K Tharadevi Siddhartha(JD(S})} ...
Others

1999: D C Srikantappa (BJP) won by 30277

. 1,21,327

.. 12,567,953

. 8,87,290
. 4,50,097
. 3,73,952

Total electorate
Votes polled ....
S Bangarappa(B.
Ayanur Manjunath(INC)

172,427
L3777

Others ... 63241
L Chitradurga ’ 1999: 8. Bangarappa (INC) won by 95038
Hanumanthappa N Y(INC) [ Tumkur J

Margin of victory: 37,460

Total electorate ...
Votes polied
Hanumanthappa N Y(INC) ..

Mallikarjunaiah S{BJP)
Margin of victory: 2,351

.. 13,168,427
. 9,18,905
. 3,22,609

Kodandaramaiah P(JD(S)) . . 2,85149  Total electorate ..o 12,21,507
Mudalagmyappa C P(BJP) . S241164  yopes P IR 863,743
Ot ................................. 69,983 Ma“lkarjunalah S(BJP) . 3,03'016
1999: Shash/ Kumar (JO(U) won by 11178 Jagadeesh D L(JD(S)) . 3,00,665

227,101

Basavaraj G S(INC) ....

] Davangere ] Others 32361

Siddeswara G M(BJP) 1999: G. S. Basavaraju (INC) won by 63937

Margin of victory: 32,676

Total electorate 1332608 | Udupi ]

Votes polled .... . 9,10,398 K

Siddeswara G M 370493 Manorama Madhwaraj(BJP)

Mallikajun S S(INC) ... - 337823 Margin of victory: 29,003

Channaiah Odeyar(JD(S)} . 1,58,515

Others 43561  Total electorate ..........oooovecrerecrenns 11,38,398

1999: G. Mallikarjunappa (BJP) won by 16269  Votes polled 7,80,356
Manorama Madhwaraj(BJP) . 3,69,627

Dharwad North Vinaya Kumar Sorake(INC) .3,40,624

Others 70,105

Prahlad Joshi(BJP)
Margin of victory: 83,078

Total electorate

1999: Vinay Kumar Sorake (INC}) won by 33731

... 12,50,578
. 8,10,652

Votes polled .....

Prahlad Joshi(BJP) .. . 3,85,084

B S Patil(INC) . . 3,02,006 -

Others 1,23,462 L Phillaur (SC) 1

PUNJAB

1999: Vijay Sankeshwar (BJP) won by 41602

Dharwad South

Kunnur Manjunath Channappa(BJP) L
Margin of victory: 1,45,112

Total electorate ....

Charanijit Singh Atwal(SAD)
Margin of victory: 98,884

Amritsar |

Navjot Singh Sidhu(BJP)
Margin of victory: 1,09,532

. 11,81,499
7,22,537
3,24,512
2,25,628

Total electorate
Votes polled
Charanijit Singh Atwal (SAD)
Santosh Chowdhary {INC) ...

.. 12,03,671

Votes polled 8,64.810 Total electorate 12,92,902 i
: »Je, Pawan Kumar Tinu (BSP) ... .. 157,637
K(ug‘?s)r Manjunath Channappa 442750 xot(gstpsollle(‘i1 Sdh ) ; ; l ggg Others 14,760
) P aviot Singh Sidhu 94, .
cP);gt | G Sanadi(INC) . . ?gﬁg Raghunadan Lal Bhatia(NC) 284,691 1999: Santosh Choudhary (INC) won by 26573
erls e e Others ... 32,906 l Ropar (SC) T
1999: Prof. LG. Sanaf (INC) won by 39198 1999: Raghunandan Lal Bhatia (INC) won by " -
31999 Sukhdev Singh Libra(SAD)

[: Gulbarga j

Margin of victory: 33,637
Igbal Ahmed Saradgi(INC) I

Bhatinda (SC)

Total electorate . 13,45.244

Margin of victory: 57,471 Parmijit Kaur Gulshan(SAD) Votes polied ..... . 790,221
Total electorate ... .. 14,39,006  Margin of victory: 62,642 Sukhdev Singh Libra (SAD) .. 347,631
Votes polied ....... . 827,894 Total electorate Shamsher Singh Dullo (INC) ........ 3,13,994
lgbal Ahmed Saradgi(INC) . 312801 yotes polled ..... Cthers 128,596
Basawara Patil Sedam(BJP) 255,130 parmijt Kaur Guishan (SAD) ......... 1999: Shamsher Singh (INC) won by 77381
Vithal Heroor(JD(S)) 189,100 kayshalya Chaman Bhaura {CPI) ... 2,60,752

Others - 71083 Garabicet Singh (SADM)) .o 113490 | Sangrur |
1999: Igbal Ahmed Saradagi (INC) won by  Others 5,559 " _

69809 1999: Bhan Singh Bhaura (CPI) won by 61317  Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa(SAD)

Margin of victory: 27,277

Hassan

H D Devegowda(JD(S))
Margin of victory: 1,90,305

Total electorate

—

[ Faridkot

Sukhbir Singh Badal(SAD)
Margin of victory: 1,35,279
Total electorate

Total electorate .
Votes polled
Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa(SAD) .
Arvind Khanna(INC)

12,14,485
8,36,818
2,86,828
2,59,551

12,92,878

Votes polled ........ 912195 yies polled . Simranjit Singh Mann(SAD(M)) 2,16,898

HD Devegowda(JD(S)) ... 4,862,625 Sukhbir Slngh Badal(SAD) 475,928 OtHEIS .o reee 73,541

H C Srikntaiah Alias Annaiah Karan Kaur Brar{INC) .. 1999: Simranjit Singh Mann (SAD(M) won by
(INC) -+ 272320 Otherg 86317

Others ... 1,77,250

1999: Jagmeet Singh Brar (INC) won by 5148
Firozepur ]

Zora Singh Maan{SAD)
Margin of victory: 11,539

Tarn Taran

Rattan Singh(SAD)
Margin of victory: 56,394

1999: G. Puttaswamy Gowda (INC) won by
141757 '

L Kanakapura

Tejashwini See Ramesh(INC)

Total electorate . 11,73,431

Margin of victory: 99,867 ;ottal ele;to‘;ate : Votes polled ...... 7,17,375
otes pone Rattan Singh(SAD) ... .. 3,64,646

Total electorate . 2700201 70"Sinoh Maan(SAD) Sukhbinderg S(mgh s

Votes polled ~ 1379970 jagmet Singh Brar(INC) - 345563 (NG} 308,252

Tefashvini See RAMESh(INC) ... 526888 Mohan Singh Falian Wala®BSP) . 101921  Others oo 4477

Ramashandra Gouabpy " 551 OIS o 62054 1999, Tarochan Singh Tur (SAD) won by

Others 34,926 1999: Zora Singh (SAD) won by 14861 75.617

1999: M V Chandrasekhara Murthy (INC) won | Gurdaspur ]

by 34551

Vinod Khanna(BJP)
Margin of victory: 24,983
Total electorate .
Votes polled ..
Vinod Khanna(

Kanara

Ananthkumar Hegde(BJP)
Margin of victory: 1,72,226
Total electorate

—

MADHYA

. 12,10,260
. 7,865,834
... 3,87,612
3,62,629

PRADESH

. 12,07,373

Sukhbuns Kaur Bhinder{|
otes polled .o BI3II2 OIS v 35593 Balaghat ]
Alva Margaret(INC) . 260948 1999 Vinod Khanna (BJP) won by 1399 GBaJu;i Shankar Chaturbhuj Bisen
Others .. 1,339,810 Hoshiarpur
1999: Margaret Alva (INC) won by 10641 [ - - P ] Margin of victory: 88,089

Avinash Rai Khanna(BJP) Total electorate 10,00,341
‘ Kolar (SC) Margin of victory: 1,04,371 Votes polled .. 6,00,321
Munivappa K H(INC Total electorate ............vvcceernee 11,37,423  Gauri Shankar Chaturbhuj Bisen

yan (nel Votes polled (BJP) 1,93,982

Margin of victory: 11,635
Total electorate

Kankar Munjare(JP)

Avinash Rai Khanna(BJP) ... Hirasan Ukey (GGP)

12,62,765  comrade Darshan Singh Mattu

Votes polled ........... . 9,08264  (cpm) Pushpa Bisen(INC) ..... 85,142
Muniyappa K H (INC) 385582 Charaniit Singh Channi(BSP) Udaysingh Pancheshwar(BSP) . 72,391
Veeraiah D S (BJP) .. 373947 Others Others

Others 149,736 o0q. Charanjit Singh Channi (INC) won by ~ 1999: Prahladsingh Patel (BJP) won by 221575

1999: K H Muniyappa (INC) won by 82782 34206 [

| Mandya | | Jullundur ]

Ambareesh M H{INC) Rana Gurjeet Singh(INC)
Margin of victory: 1,24,438 Margin of victory: 33,463

Total electorate Total electorate ..

Betul ]

Khandelwal Vijay Kumar ( Munni
Bhaia)(BJP)
Margin of victory: 1,57,540

Total electorate ...

.. 12,21,443 11,22,830

Votes polled ........ 57564 Votes poled ..... ... 741739 Votes polied .. 5,47,702
Ambareesh M H(INC) ... 1, Rana Gurieet Singh(INC} . 34461g Khandelwal Vijay Kumar { Munni Bhaia)
Dr. S Ramegowda(JD(S)) . 286,678  Naresh Guiral(SAD) . 311156 (BIP) 2,88,007

.. 1,30,467

Dr. K S Jayaram(JD(U)) 98260 Others ... . 85,964 gaie‘sndf?: Jaié\gal(lNC) S
Others ..o 61510 y99. Baibir Singh (INC) won by 34,566 o ouni am(SP) ol

1999: Ambarish (INC) won by 152191 L

Mangalore

D V Sadananda Gowda(BJP)

Margin of victory: 33,415

Total electorate ..
Votes polled
D V Sadananda Gowda(BJP)
M Veerappa Moily(INC) .
Others

1999: V.Dhananjaya Kumar (BJP) won by 8469

Patiala —, 3332 Vijay Kumkar Khandelwal (BJP) won by

Preneet Kaur{INC)
Margin of victory: 23,667 ‘

Total electorate ...
Votes polled
Preneet Kaur(INC) ..
Kanwaljit Singh(SAD) 3,86,250
Others 77,964
1999: Pameet Kaur (INC) won by 78908

Bhind ]

Dr. Ramiakhan Singh(BJP)
Margin of victory: 678

Total electorate ...
Votes polled
Dr. Ramlakhan Singh(BJP) .
Satyadev Katare(INC)

... 14,27,103
.. 874,131
.. 4,09917

... 11,77,989

... 13,88,299

. 1,33,667
50,993
... 50,315

Phoolsingh Baraiya (SMSP) ...
Others
1999: Ram Lakhan Singh (BJP) won by 53574

Bhopal
Kailash Joshi(BJP)
Margin of victory: 3,06,005
Total electorate . 18,47,544
... 8,58,463
561,563

Votes polled
Kailash Joshi{BJP)
2,55,558
41,342

Sajid AH(INC) ...
(BJP) won by 168867

Others
1999: Uma Bharti

Chhindwara |
Kamalnath(INC)
Margin of victory: 63,708
Total electorate . ... 11,45,107
Votes polled ...... ... 7,54,637
Kamalnath{INC) .. 3,08,563

Prahlad Singh PateI(BJP) 2,44,855
Man Mohan Shah Batti (GGP) 85,330
Others . 1,15,889

1999: Kamal Nath (INC} won by 188928

Dhar (ST)

Chhatar Singh Darbar(BJP)
Margin of victory: 32,611

Total electorate .
Votes polled
Chhatar Singh Darbar (BJP)
Umang Singhar (INC) .. 3,12,857
Others 45,047
1999: Gajendra Singh (INC) won by 34105

Guna

Jyotiraditya Madhavrao Scindia(INC)
Margin of victory: 86,360
Total electorate .
Votes polled
Jyotiraditya Madhavrao Scindia
(INC) ...
Harivallabl
Others
1999: Madhav Rao Scindia (INC) won by
214428

’ Gwalior
Ramsevak Singh ( Babuji)(INC)
Margin of victory: 35,864

Total electorate ..
Votes polled
Ramsevak Singh ( Babuji){INC)
Jaibhan Singh Pawaiya(BJP)
Others ..
1999: Jalbhan Singh (BJP) won by 831 16

l Hoshangabad |

Sartaj Singh(BJP)
Margin of victory: 1,36,409
Total electorate
Votes polled .... 6,34,316
Sartaj Singh(BJP) 3,54,659
Omprakash Hajarilai Raghuvanshi Banapura

.. 13,25,680
703,372
3,45,468

. 14,22,045

. 13.81,464

12,87,203

(INC) ... 2,18,250
Others ...

1999: Sundar Lal Patwa (BJP) won by 44447
[ Indore

Sumitra Mahajan(BJP)
Margin of victory: 1,93,936
Total electorate ...
Votes polled
Sumitra Mahajan(BJP) ...
Rameshwar Patel(INC) ..

... 16,78,846

314171

Others ... 32,225
1999: Sumitra Mahajan (BJP) won by 131315
Jabalpur ]

Rakesh Singh(BJP)
Margin of victory: 99,531

Total electorate
Votes polled ....
Rakesh Singh(BJP) .
Vishwanath Dubey(iNC) ..
Others

1999: Jaishree Banerjee (BJP) won by 109754

] Jhabua (ST) |
Kantilal Bhuria(INC)
12,90,516

Margin of victory: 80,282
Total electorate

WINNERS

Rahul Gandhi (Cong.) Maneka Gandhi (BJP}
Pilibhit,:U.P.

Amethi (U.P.)

Jaxaprada SP)

ampur, U.

Mamata Banerjee (NTC)
South Kolkata

... 6,28,903
3,22,257

Votes polled
Kantilal Bhuria (INC)
Retam Chauhan (BJP) . 2,41,975
Others 64,671

1999: Kantial Bhuriya (INC) won by 149377

| Khajuraho |

Dr. Ramkrishna Kushmariya“ Baba
Jee“‘(BJP)
Margin of victory: 1,11,781

Total electorate ...........cooorieervevvvennes 15,562,876
Votes polled .............cccoovrmiireinenn. 7,72,442
Dr. Ramkrishna Kushmariya“ Baba Jee*
(BIP) oo 3,32,458
Satyavrat Chaturvedi" Vinod Bhaiya“

(INC) oo 2,20,677
Ashok Vir Vikram Singh { Bhaiya Raja )

(SP) . .. 1,17,639
Others . ... 101,668
1999: Satyavrat Chaturvedi (INC} won by

81137

Khargone

Krishna Murari Moghe(BJP)
Margin of victory: 58,617

Total electorate ..

Votes polled ...

Krishna Murdhi Moghe(BJP) .
Tarachand Shivaji Patel(INC) 2,63,145
Others 67,347

1999: Tarachandr Patel (INC) won by 38146

Mandla (ST)

Faggan Singh Kulaste(BJP)
Margin of victory: 64,897

Total electorate ..
Votes polled
Faggan Singh Kulaste (BJP)
Heera Singh Markam (GGP)
Savitri Dhumketi (INC) 99,898
Others .. 77,122

1999: Faggan Smgh Kulaste (BJP} won by
6572

[ Wandsaur |

Dr Laxminarayan Pandeya(BJP)
Margin of victory: 1,39,633

Total electorate ..
Votes polled
Dr Laxminarayan Pandeya(BJP)
Rajendra Singh Gautam(INC) ....
Others

1999: Lakshaminarayan Pondey (BJP} won by
55485

Morena (SC)

Ashok Chhaviram Argal(BJP)
Margin of victory: 1,47,320

Total electorate .
Votes polied
Ashok Chhaviram Argal (BJP)
Barelal Jatav (INC)
Dr. Pritam Prasad Chaudhary

12,87,299
....6,52,254
.. 3,21,762

13,73,890
.. 7,76,538
. 4,23,478

14,34,889

(BSP)
Others
1999: Ashok Chhabiram (BJP) won by 62226
L Rajgarh |

Lakshman Singh(BJP)
Margin of victory: 36,712

Total electorate
Votes polled
Lakshman Singh(BJP) .
Shambhoo Singh(INC) . 2,46,423
Others 69,671

1999: Laxman Singh (INC) won by 65693

E Rewa

Chandramani Tripathi(BJP)
Margin of victory: 44,752

Total electorate ...
Vates polled
Chandramani Tripathi(BJP) .
Pradeep Kumar Patel(BSP)
Sunder Lal Tiwari(INC) ... . 1,456,907
Others ... 65,550

1999: Sunder Lal Tiwari (INC) won by 64151

12,78,429
5,99,229
. 283,135

.. 1461014
. 6,30,747
. 2,32,021
. 1,87,.269

PN Sayeed {Cong.)
Lakshadweep

[ Sagar (SC) |

Virendra Kumar(BJP)
Margin of victory: 1,47,991

Total electorate

Votes polled
Virendra Kumar (BJP)
Uttam Khatik (INC)
Others .

1999: Virendra Kumar (BJP) won by 60473

| Satna |

Ganesh Singh(BJP)
Margin of victory: 83,590

Total electorate

Votes polled
Ganesh Singh(BJP) ... .
Rajendra Kumar Slngh Dada Bhai
(INC) .
Ku. Narendra Singh(BSP) .
Others

1999: Ramanand Singh (BJP) won by 3405

| Seoni

Neeta Pateriya(BJP)
Margin of victory: 94,801

Total electorate

Votes polled
Neeta Pateriya(BJP) ..
Kalyani Pandey(INC)
Rajeshwari Uikey (GGP) ...
Others

54,933
1999: Ram Naresh Tripathi (BJP} won by

15934

[ Shahdol (ST)

Dalpat Singh Paraste(BJP)
Margin of victory: 29,349

]

Total electorate ..........ccovvvevererrnne. 13,05,252
Votes polled .......ccoooviveercierireenn, 5,09,340
Dalpat Singh Paraste (BJP) .. .. 2,10,034

Rajesh Nandani Singh (INC) .......... 1,80,685
Qthers 1,18,621

1999: Dalpat Singh (BJP) won by 19899
| Shajapur (SC) |

Thawarchand Gehlot(BJP)
Margin of victory: 1,68,187

.. 13,28,841
. 720,241
. 4,24,004
. 2,55,817

Total electorate

Votes polled
Thawarchand Gehlot (BJP)
Shyam Bapulal Malviya (INC)

Others . . 40,420
1999: Thavarchand Gehlot (BJP) won by 34666
| Sidhi (ST) ]
Chandrapratap Singh(BJP)

Margin of victory: 49,565

Total electorate ........cccoremrivrveenr ... 10,83,688
Votes polled 4,57,209
Chandrapratap Singh (BJP) .2,10,198
Tilakraj Singh (INC) ... . 160,633

Others 86,378

1999: Chandra Pratap Singh (BJP) won by
4855

( Ujjain (SC) |

Dr. Satyanarayan Jatiya(BJP)
Margin of victory: 70,403

Total electorate

Votes polled
Dr. Satyanarayan Jatiya (BJP)
Premchand Guddu {(INC) . 2,99,341
Others 51,695

1999: Dr. Satyanarayan Jatiya (BJP) won by
68038

.. 12,43,447

7,20,780
... 3,69,744
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Vidisha ]
Shivraj Singh(BJP)
Margin of victory: 2,60,726

. 13,13,105
... 6,56,555

Total electorate
Votes polled
Shivraj Singh(BJP) ..
Narbada Prasad Sharma(lNC)
Others

1999: Shivraj Singh (BJP) won by 82397

MANIPUR

Congress supporters celebrate the party’s victory outside the AICC headquarters in New Delhi on Thursday. — Photo: Shanker Chakravarty.

CHANDIGARH

Pawan Kumar Bansal(INC)

Margin of victory: 45,248

Total electorate

Votes polled
Pawan Kumar Bansal{INC)
Satya Pal Jain(BJP)
Others ...

94,632
34,158

5,27,684..

. 2,68,670°
..1,39,.880"

1999: Pawan Kumar Bansal (INC) won by 5521

L Inner Manipur |

L

Dr. Thokchom Meinya(INC)
Margin of victory: 49,333

Total electorate
Votes polfed ...
Dr. Thokchom Meinya(INC)
Moirangthem Nara(CP!) .
Leishangthem Chandramani(FPM)
Thounaojam Chaoba(BJP) .
Others
1999: Thounaojam Chaoba Singh (MSCP) won
by 8195

UTTARANCHAL

{ Hardwar |

Rajendra Kumar(SP)
Margin of victory: 37,659

Total electorate ...
Votes polled
Rajendra Kumar(SC) (SP) .
Dr. Bhagwandass(SC) (BSP)
Harpal Singh Sathi(SC) (BJF)
Deepak Kumar(SC) (INC)
Others

.. 4,86,352

L

—

Tripura West

Khagen Das(CPM)
Margin of victory: 3,84,636
Total electorate

Votes polled
Khagen Das(CPM) ..
Nirmala Dasgupta(INC) . 1,12,207
Others .. 92,109

1999: Samar Chowdhury (CPM) won by
198399

. 4,96,843

UNION TERRITORIES

ANDAMAN & NICOBAR

|Andaman & Nicobar Islands]

Manoranjan Bhakta(INC)
Margin of victory: 30,500

2,41,645
1,53,825

Total electorate .

Votes polled
Manoranjan Bhakta(lNC) .
Bishnu Pada Ray(BJP) ..

Others

1999: Bishnu Pada Ray (BJP) won by 13947

LOSERS

Tapan Sikdar (BJP)
Dum-Dum, Kolkata

Sah;b Smgh Verma (BJP)
Outer. Dethi

Patel Dahyabhai Vallabhbhai(INC)
Margin of victory: 607

Total electorate

Votes polled
Patel Dahyabhai Vallabhbhai

(INC)
Gopal K. Tandel(BJP)
Others

v

Daman And Diu |-

Dadra & Nagar Haveli (ST).

Delkar Mohanbhai Sanjibhai(BNP)
Margin of victory: 12,893

Total electorate .......c.ccoorvecvrerverinnnn, 1,22,681
Votes polled ..........ccocerrivirnererinnniins 84,703
Delkar Mohanbhai Sanjibhai

(BNP) .. ... 34,665
Gavli Sitaral . 21,772
Patel Anilbhai (BJP) .. 13178
Others

- 15088

1999: Delkar Mohanbhai Sonjibhai (IND) won.

by 14878

LAKSHADWEEP

| Lakshadweep (ST) |-

Dr. P. Pookunhikoya(JD(U))
Margin of victory: 71

Total electorate ...

Votes polled ... 31,820
Dr. P. Pookunhikoya (JD(U
P. M. Sayeed (INC)

Others

697

Ramadass. M(PMK)
Margin of victory: 69,181

Total electorate

Votes polled
Ramadass. M(PMK) .
Lalitha Kumaramangalam(BJP

Others .. s

... 69,691

1999: M.O.H. Farook (INC) won by 24188

C P. Thakur (BJP)
Patna :

N

.. 39033

I

. 15597
15526+

e



MAY 13. — In one of the
most unexpected results of
any national election, the
government of Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee was voted
out of power today. Mrs
Sonia Gandhi was set to
lead the next government at
the head of a resurgent
~esnpross; but would have to
contend _with a significant
which, with 60 seats, extend-
ed support to it.

The CPP would meet on
Friday to formally elect Mrs
Gandhi as its leader, after
which, as is “normally” the
practice, she would get an
invitation from the President
to form the next govern-
ment. In effect, the Congress
may have to wait till Monday
before being invited by the

President to form the next
government. The new Lok
Sabha is to be constituted on
the same day — 17 May.
Mr George Fernandes said
the NDA would sit in the Op-
position and Mr Vajpayee
would continue to lead the
combine. Mr Vajpayee, 1 a

farewell address to the nation

afier. Submirting I TeRETe
ed he would function as Lea-
der of the Opposition, dispel-
ling suggestions of his exit
from public life. Mr Vajpayee
said his “hand of cooperati-
on” would be extended to the
new government. “We have
lost an election, but not, our
determination,” he said in an
address to the npation. “Vie-
tory and defeat are a part of
life, which are to be viewed

LEFT IN CONTROL

NEW DELHI, May 13. — A
decade after reforms began, the
Left will have a crucial veto power
over the next government at the
Gentre. More than Mr Chandraba-
bu Naidu’s Telugu Desam Party
vis-a-vis the Vajpayee governm-
ent, the Left parties with 60 seats
— its best ever performance —
will be looking over the next Prime
Minister’s shoulder before every

- decision, whether they join the

coalition or suppart it from qutside.

Mr Jyoti Basu has spoken of a
common minimum programme,
but even he, one of those in the
party with a more “liberal” econo-

SIMPLE MAJORITY FOR CONGRESS-LE

ONI

v

A SHI

: \A\\ g

D ALLIANCE WITH LEFT SUPPORT

NING

RESULTS| LEADS: 539 SEATS

~ “We have given up |

'ADIEU ATAL |

office, but not-our

responsibility to serve

the nation.”
— Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee

with equanimity,” he said.
Significantly, the Congress
has also overtaken the BIP as
the single largest party, win-
ning 143 seats, while the lat-

ter managed just 136 seats.
The Congress is making 2
strag pitch for Mrs Gandhi’s
nonination as the prime min-
isteial candidate of the “sec-

ular” coalition that’s to take
power. And while Mrs Gan-
dhi did say “we are open to
work with all like-minded pa-
tties”, doubts over the CPI-M

ENTER, MINISTER RAHUL GANDHI?

NEW DELH, May 13.— Will Mr
Rahul Gandhi, MP, like his
Taner; nd.great-
grandiather join the Couhci of
ministers? Senior Congressmen
are tight-lipped about such
dynastic arrangements even as
his mather, Mrs Sonia Gandhi,
is likely to be the next Prime
Minister. “This is something the
family will have to decide” a
senior Congress leader said. If
Mr Rahul Gandhi does wish to
join the government, he would
be welcome, he said. However,
there is an equally strong view

in tie party that Mr Rahul
Garihi should be kept out of
gownment. It is possible that
he ¥l be made an AICC gene-
ral gcretary in charge of UP to
begh with, much like his father.
Indin Gandhi was inducted into
the Gongress by Jawat)ar(al
Nehwu as a party functionary.
She »ecame a minister only
afterNehru's death. Then there
was Sanjay Gandhi, a power
centre in the PMO. Could Mr
Rahul Gandhi end up playing @
similar role? Only time will tell.
— Mohan Sahay

said industry need not worry, it is
not certain what the Left will say
about continuing economic refor-
ms, especially regarding the toug-
her issues like divestment of pub-
lic sector firms, particularly the
profitable ones, or labour-related
matters. There could be questions
about who the next finance minis-
ter could be. Will the Left accept
Dr Manmobhan Singh after all the
criticism of him or would Mr Pran-
ab Mukherjee or Mr P Chidamba-

- ram, who was Union finance

minister when CPJ leader Indrajit
Gupta was Union home minister,

and DMK sharing power
with the Congress continue.
BSP chief Ms Mayawati
phoned Mrs Gandhi to
extend her support as did Mr
Sharad Pawar, though he §ald
his party would decide “in a
day or two” whether to join
the government.

Kudes from Italy

" The mayor of QOrbassano,
" Mrs Sonia Gandhi’s birth-

place in Italy, offered “warm
congratulations” today, re-
ports AP from Rome. Mr
Carlo Marroni expressed his
“great satisfaction”, his offi-
ce said. “We're sending a
telegram to Sonia Maino.”
Assembly polis: pg 6
Editorial: Sonia’s
next test: pg 8
Industry reactions: pg 12

purses for the ex-princes and
nationalised banks, did the Marxist
parties have as much clout. Besi-
des economic reforms, the other
contentious issues refate to WTO,
but the question remains whether a
reversal is at all possible. — SNS

—r——s

be acceptable.

Never has the Left been so strong,
Even in 1967, when the Left got
over 40 seats out of 520 and Indira
Gandhi, then Prime Minister, who
was moving leftwards in any case
and iater abolished the privy

mic outlook, has warned against
blindly following World Bank
prescriptions. While Mr Basu did
"~speak in favour of reforms and
wanting to “develop India”, and
Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
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ANDHRA

PRADESH

| Adilabad

Madhusudhana Reddy Thakkala(TRS)
Margin of victory: 40,974
Total electorate ..
Votes polled
Madhusudhana Reddy Thakkala
(TRS)
Dr S Venugopala Chary (TDP) .
Others ...

1999: S. Venugopala Chary (TDP) won by
109723

| Amalapuram (SC) |
G.V. Harsha Kumar(INC)
Margin of victory: 41,485

Total electorate
Votes polled
G.V. Harsha Kumar (INC)
Dunna Janardhana Rao (TDP) .
Others

1999: Mohana Chandra Balayogi Ganti (TDP)
won by 118879

] Anakapalli |
Chalapathirap Pappala(TDP)
Margin of victory: 15,414

Total electorate ...
Votes polied ...
Chalapathirao Papp

Nanda Gopal Gandham (INC) . 3,69,992
Others ... 26,708

1999: Ganta Srinivasa Rao (TDP} won by
568464

[ Anantapur |

Anantha Venkata Rami Reddy(INC)
Margin of victory: 73,404

Total electorate

11,40,834

.. 10,23,113
. 782,106
. 3,85,406

.. 12,81,823

Votes polled .. 875,135
Anantha Venkata Rami Reddy

(INC) .. 458,925
Kalava Srnivasulu (TDP) .... 3,85,521
Others 30,689

1999: Kalava Sreenivasulu (TDP) won by

21102
Bapatla ]

Daggupati Purandareswari(INC)
Margin of victory: 94,062

Total electorate .
Votes polled
Daggupati Purandareswari (INC) .
Daggupati Ramanaidu (TDP) 3,17,017
Others ... 7,346

1999: D. Ramanaidu (TDP) won by 92457

| _ Bhadrachalam (ST) |
Midiyam Babu Rao(CPM)

Margin of victory: 53,806

Total electorate .
Votes polled ..

9,48,929
7,35,462
4,11,099

SmtKprk Phaneeswaramma (
Others

;99; Dumpa Mary Vijaya Kumari (TDP) won
y

[ Bobbili ]

Kondapalli Pydithalli Naidu(TDP)
Margin of victory: 31,348

Total electorate
Votes polled ...
Kondapetli Pydithalli Naidu

.. 9,76,012
. 746,725

(TDP) o e 373922
Jhansi Botcha (INC) ..occooereee... 342574
Others 30,229

1999: Botcha Satyanarayana (INC) won by
3621

Chittoor |

D.K. Adikesavulu(TDP)
Margin of victory: 62,138
Total electorate
Votes polled ...
D.K. Adikesavul
Dr. Ravuri Venkata Swamy ( ... 3,91,990
Others 29,874
1999: Noothana Kalva Ramakrishna Reddy
(TDP) won by 18638

[ Cuddapah

Y.S. Vivekananda Reddy(INC)
Margin of victory: 1,31,674
Total electorate ...

Votes polled
Y.S. Vivekananda Reddy (INC)
Mule.Venkata Mysura Reddy

.. 11,70,442

.. 8,75,992
.. 454,128

... 11,483,362
.. 8,19,201
4,61,431

3,29,757
28,013

1999: Vivekananda Reddy Y.S. (INC) won by
26597

[ Eluru |

Kavuru Samba Siva Rao{INC)
Margin of victory: 1,23,291

Total electorate ...
Votes polled
Kavuru Samba Siva Rao (INC) .
Bolia Bulli Ramaiah (TDP) ...
Others
1999: Bolla‘Bulli Ramaiah (TDP) won by 62231

[ Guntur ]

Rayapati Sambasiva Rao(INC)
Margin of victory: 1,29,792

Total electorate
Votes polled
Rayapati Sambasiva Rao (INC)
Y. V. Rao (TDP) ...
Others

1999: Yemparala Venkateswararao (TDP) won

by 40330
]

| Hanamkonda

B.Vinod Kumar(TRS)
Margin of victory: 2,17,067

Total electorate ...
Votes polled
B.Vinod Kumar (TRS) ...
Chada Suresh Reddy (TD .. 2,78,981
Others 56,897

1999: Chada Suresh Reddy (TDP) won by
85781

... 11,51,671

... 12,07,089
.. 8,31,926
.. 4,96,048

Hindupur
Nizamuddin(INC)
Margin of victory: 1,840
Total electorate ..
Votes polled
Nizamuddin (INC) ...
B K Pardhasaradhi (TDP) ... . 4,17,904
Others 30,415
1999: B.K. Parthasarathi (TDP) won by
1,34,636

[ Hyderabad |

Asaduddin Owaisi(AIMIM)
Margin of victory: 1,00,145
Total electorate
Votes polled ...
Asaduddin Owaisi (AIMIM) .
G.Subash Chanderji (BJP) . 2
Konda Lakshma Reddy (INC) 2,49,516
Others 79,658
1999: Sutan Salahuddin Owaisi (AIMIM) won
by 60821

Kakinada
Mallipudi Mangapati Pallam Raju
INC

. 1179211
. 8,68,063
. 4,19,744

.. 17,7077

. 9,86,737
. 3,78,854
. 2,78,709

Margin of victory: 67,252

Total electorate ... .. 11,64,984

Votes polled 8,32,284
Mallipudi Mangapati Pailam Raju

(INC) 4,10,982
Mudragada Padmanabham (TDP) ... 3,53,730
Others 67,572

1999: Mudragada Padmanabham (TDP) won
by 121435

] Karimnagar |
K. Chandra Shakher Rao(TRS)
Margin of victory: 1,31,168

Total electorate
Viotes polled

.. 13,44,170
.. 8,74,498

K. Chandra Shakher Rao (TRS) ..... 4,51,199
Chennamaneni Vidyasagar Rao

(X S 3,20,031
Others 1,03,268

1999: Chennamaneni Vidyasagar Rao (BJP)
won by 19370

| Khammam |

Renuka Choudhury(INC)
Margin of victory: 1,08,888

Total electorate
Votes polled
Renuka Choudhury (INC)
Nama Nageswara Rao (TDP) . 4,09,159
Others ... 95,971

1999: Renuka Chouwdary (INC) won by 8398

| Kurnool |

Kotla Jayasurya Praksh Reddy(INC)
Margin of victory: 1,01,098

Total electorate .
Votes polled
Kotla Jayasurya Praksh Reddy

(INC) ..
Kambalap

(TOP) .
Others ...
1999: Kambhalapatil Krishna Murthy (TDP)
won by 24487

[ Machilipatnam |

Badiga Ramakrishna(INC)
Margin of victory: 50,341

Total electorate ..
Votes polled
Badiga Ramakrishna (INC)
Ambati Brahmanaiah (TDP)
Others
1999: Brahmanaiah Ambati
82996

12,98,614
.. 10,23,177
5,18,047

. 13,10,724

(Tl DP) won by

l Mahabubnagar |

D. Vittal Rao(INC)

Margin of victory: 47,907
Total electorate
Votes polled
D. Vittal Rao (INC)
Yekjitu Yella Reddy (TDP) ...

.. 13,65,922
.. 8,66,550
.. 4,28,764
3,80,857

[0]157:1 - TN 56,929
1999: A.P Jitender Reddy (BJP) won by 3690
| Medak

Ale Narender(TRS)

Margin of victory: 1,23,756

Total electorate ... ... 12,59,126
Votes polled ........ .. 9,01,005
Ale Narender (TRS) .. .. 453,728
P Ramachandra Heddy (BJP) .. 3,29,972
OIS oot et 1,17,305

1999: A. Narendra (BJP) won by 22083
[ Miryalguda |

Jaipal Reddy Sudini(INC)
Margin of victory: 2,16,907
Total electorate ...

.. 12,89,212

Votes polled .... 9,62,599
Jaipal Reddy Sudini (INC) .............. 572,169
Vangala Swamy Goud (TDP) ......... 3,55,262
Others 35,168

1999: Jaipal Reddy Sudini (INC) won by 57477

[ Nagarkurnool (SC) |

Dr.Manda Jagannath(TDP)
Margin of victory: 99,650

Total electorate ...
Votes polled
Dr.Manda Jagannath (TDP}
K.S.Ratnam (IND)
P.Bhagavanthu (IND) .
Others
1999: Dr. Mandda Jagannath (TDP) won by
66,900

1 Nalgonda |
Suravaram Sudhakar Reddy(CP1)
Margin of victory: 56,151

Total electorate ...
Votes polled .
Suravaram Sudhakar Reddy (CPI)

Nallu Indrasena Reddy (BJP) . 4,23,360
Others . 1,44,995

1999: Gutha Sukender Reddy (TDP) won by
25744
| Nandyal |

S. P. Y. Reddy(INC)
Margin of victory: 1,11,679

... 12,96,544

.. 16,12,088
. 10,47 866
4,79,511

Total electorate ..........ocoeevrcvecvnnnns 11,82,201
Votes polled . 8,29,976
S. P. Y. Reddy (INC) . . 4,58,526
Bhuma Shoba Nagi Reddy (TDP) ... 3,46,847
(0111 £ TR 24,603
1999: Bhuma Nagi Reddy (TDP) won by 72609

Narasapur |

Chegondi Venkata Harirama

Congress supporters sharing thelr joy at the paity headquarters in New Delhi on Thursday.

Jogaiah(INC)
Margin of victory: 64,412
Total electorate ...
Votes polled
Chegondi Venkata Harirama Jogaiah
(INC} 4,02

Uppalapati Venkatakrishnam Raju
BJP} ...

1999: Uppalapati Venkata Krishnam Ra (BJP)
won by 165948

| Narasaraopet
Mekapati Rajamohan Reddy(INC)
Margin of victory: 86,255

Total electorate ...
Votes polled ...

... 12,565,040
.. 8,99,784

Mekapati Rajami y (INC) . 4,81,310
Maddi Lakshmaiah (TDP} ................ 3,95,055
Others 23,419

1999: Janardhanareddy Nedurumal (INC) won
by 13882

{ Nellore (SC) |

Panabaka Laxmi(INC)
Margin of victory: 1,28,224
Total electorate ...
Votes polled
Panabaka Laxmi (INC) ..
Balakondaiah Karupotala (BJP) ....... 3,21,805
Others ... 64,458

1999: Rajeswaramma Vukkala (TDP) won by
40453

... 11,63,181
. 8,36,492
. 450,129

[ Nizamabad
Yaskhi Madhu Goud (INC})
Margin of victory: 1,37,871

Total electorate ...
Votes polled
Yaskhi Madhu Goud (INC) .
Syed Yousuf Ali (TDP) . 3,04,271
Others ... 36,028
1999: Ganga Reddy Gaddam (TDP) won &y
3436

| Ongole |

Sreenivasulu Reddy Mangunta(INC)
Margin of victory: 1,06,021

Total electorate

... 11,28,373
. 7,82,439
.4,42,142

... 10,63,

Votes polled ... . 7,99,
Sreenivasulu Reddy Mangunta

(3 O ,46,
Bathula Vijaya Bharathi (TDP) 3,40,5%3
Others 1,

1999: Karanam Balarama Kr/shna Mul
(TDP) won by 21948

| Parvathipuram (ST) |

Total electorate ..............ccoorvvvvsrrenen. 8,96,336
Votes polled ......c.coovecerienneninncniees 6,60,923
K. C. Suryanarayana Deo Vyricherla

(INC) 3,21,788
Dadichiluka Veera Gouri Sankara Rao

(L0130 O ROUN 3,14,370
Others . ... 24,765

1899: Dadichiluka Veera Gowri Sankararao
(TDP) won by 13281

| Peddapalli (SC)

G. Venkawtas Wamy(INC)
Margin of victory: 2,63,135

... 13,86,543
. 9,39,450
.. 572,207

Total electorate ...
Votes polied
G. Venkawtas Wamy (INC)
Dr.Mt. C. Suguna (TDP) ... .. 3,09,072
Others . 58,171
1999: Dr. Smt. C. Suguna Kumari (TDP) won
by 15261

| Rajahmundry |

Aruna Kumar Vundavalli(INC)
Margin of victory: 1,48,820

.. 10,74,223
. 8,16,125
. 4,13,927

Total electorate ...
Votes polled
Aruna Kumar Vundavalli (INC)

Margin of victory: 1,38,972

Total electorate . 17,12,951
Votes polled ... 11,19,814
Sarvey Sathyanarayana (INC) . 5,93,879
Dr.K.Lingaiah (TDP) .........cccoovceenn 4,54,907
Others ... 71,028
1999: M. Rajaiah (TDP) won by 153721

i Srikakulam |
Yerrannaidu Kinjarapu(TDP)

Margin of victory: 31,879

Total electorate ... ... 9,568,373
Votes polled ... . 7,23774
Yerrannaidu Kinjarapu ( . 3,61,906

Killi Kruparani (INC) 3,30,027
Others 31,841

1999: Yerrannaidu Kinjarapu (TDP) won by

96882
Tenali ]

Balashowry Vallabhaneni(INC)
Margin of victory: 78,556

8,80,148
6,73,462

Total electorate
Votes polled

Balashowry Vallabhaneni (INC) ....... 3,66,843
Ummareddy Venkateswarlu (TDP) .. 2,88,287
Others 18,332

Kantipudi Sarvarayudu (BJP) ........ 265107 1999: Umareddy Venkateswarulu (TDP) won
S.B.P.P.K.Satyanarayana Rao by 73029

(IND) 99,671 i _
Others 37,420 Tirupathi (SC)

1999: Satyanarayana Rao S.B.P.B.K (BJP)
won by 60,031

Rajampet
St INC
m ictory: 78%'8?.?( )

Total electorate
Votes polled ...

Annayyagari Sai Pratap (INC)
Gunipati. Ramaiah (TDP) ...
Others ...

1999 Gunipati Ramaiah (TDP)

won 2;170
i Secunderabade

M. Anjan Kumar Yadav(INC) s
Margin of victory: 68,758

.. 18,50,770
9,73,288
. 4,85,710
. 4,16,952
70,626
97626

Total electorate
Votes polled
M. Anjan Kumar Yadav (INC)
Bandaru Battatraya (BJP) ...
Others

Kishore Chandra Suryanarayana Deo
Vyricherla(INC)
Margin of victory. 7,418

Siddipet (SC) |

_ Sarvey Sathyanarayana(lNE))

WINNERS

K. Yerran Naidu (TDP)
Srikakulam, A.P.

Renuka Choudha Co
Khammam, ;y P( ng)

Laloo Prasad Yadav (RJD) ( Ram Vilas Paswan (LJ ) :

Madhepura, Bihar

Hajipur, Bihar

Chinta Mohan(INC)
Margin of victory: 1,99,328

12,15,573
8,50,787

Total electorate
Votes polled
Chinta Mohan (INC) .... . 5,10,961
Dr. N. Venkata Swamy (BJP) . 3,111,633
(01111 28,193
1999: Dr. N. Venkataswamy (BJP) won by
12497

| Vijayawada }

Rajagopal Lagadapati{INC)
Margin of victory: 1,14,587

Total electorate
Votes polled
Rajagopa!l Lagadapati (INC) . 5,19,624
Aswini Dutt Chalasani {TDP) .. . 4,05,037

VWS s s Wishars (TOP) ooy
87066

1 Visakhapatnam |

Janardhana Reddy Nedurumalli{INC)
Margin of victory: 1,30,571

Bandaru Daaatreya {BJP) .
Secunderabad A P.

— Photo: Ramesh Sharma

15,15,574

Total electorate

Votes polled
Janardhana Reddy Nedurumalli

(INC) ...
DrM.V.V.S.
Others

1999: M.V.V.S, Murthy (TDP) won by 38919

]

| Warangal

Dharavath Ravinder Naik(TRS)

Margin of victory: 19,262

Total electorate .. 12,15,167
Votes polled ........cocervviiccinmericcninns 9,21,872
Dharavath Ravinder Naik (TRS) ...... 4,27,601
B Venkateswarlu (TDP) .. ,08,339
Others ... 85,932

1999: Bodakunti Venkateshwarlu (TDP) won by
13366

ARUNACHAL
PRADESH

| Arunachal East |

Tapir Gao(BJP)
Margin of victory: 42,639

Total electorate

Votes polled
Tapir Gao(ST) (BJP) ...

Wangcha Rajkumar(ST) (INC)
Tony Pertin(ST) (IND)
Matwang Chimyang(ST) (IND)
Cthers

1999: Wangcha Rajkumar (INC) won by 41403

[ Arunachal West |

Khiren Rijiju(BJP)
Margin of victory: 47,424

Total electorate ...
Votes polled
Khiren Rijiju(ST) (BJP}
Kamen Ringu(ST) {AC) ... 76,527
Others ... 21,076

1999: Jarbom Gamiin (INC) won by 60723

. 2,21,554
. 1,23,951

CHENNAI

HARYANA

| Bastar (ST) |

[ Ambala (SC) |

Baliram Kashyap(BJP)
Margin of victory: 54,373

Total electorate .
Votes polled
Baliram Kashyap( "
Mahendra Karma(ST) (INC} . 1,568,520
Others 79,012

1999: Baliram Kashyap (BJP) won by 20737
| Bilaspur (SC) |
Punnu Lal Mohle(BJP)

Margin of victory: 81,5563

Total electorate
Votes polled
Punnu tal Mohle(SC) (BJP) .

Dr. Basant Pahre(SC) (INC}
Others

1999: Punnulal Mohale (BJP) won by 75333

| Durg |
Tarachand Sahu(BJP)

Margin of victory: 61,468

Total electorate ..
Votes polled
Tarachand Sahu(BJP)
Bhupesh Baghel(INC)
Others

1999: Tara Chand Sahu (BJP) won by 44518
Janjgir |

Karuna Shukla(BJP)

Margin of victory: 11,329

Total electorate

Votes polled

Karuna Shukla(BJP)

Dr. Charandas Mahant{INC 2,92,326
Others 1,21,717

1999: Dr. Charandas Mahant (INC) won by
14683

| Kanker (SC) |
Sohan Potai(BJP)
Margin of victory: 73,626

Total electorate ... .
Votes polled .. 5,563,888
Sohan Potai(ST) (BJP) . 2,74,294
Mrs. Ganga Potai Thakur(ST) (INC) 2,00,668
Others

1999: Sohan Potai (BJP) won by 88191

| Mahasamund |
Ajit Jogi(INC)

Margin of victory: 1,18,505

Total electorate ...

. 10,39,442
... 450,425
.. 2,12,893

... 14,62,883

13,74,418
.. 7,17,698
.. 3,03,655

. 11,652,122

.. 11,69,419

Votes polled ... . 7,71,432
Ajit Jogi(ST) (INC) . 414,647
Vidhya Charan Shukla(BJP) 2,96,142
Others . 60,643

1999: Shyamacharan Shukla (INC} won by
15435

j Raigarh (ST) ]

Vishnudeo Sai(BJP)
Margin of victory: 74,243

Total electorate

.. 10,38,545

Votes polied ..... . 6,48,435
Vishnudeo Sai(ST) (BJP) . 3,29,057
Rampukar Singh{ST) (INC) ............ 2,54,814
OHETS .ooooocvvv e 64,564

1999: Vishnudeo Sai (BJP) won by 5773
Raipur |

Ramesh Bais(BJP)
Margin of victory: 1,29,519
Total electorate

.. 13,70,242

Ramesh Bais(BJP) ... 376,029
Shyamacharan Shukla(INC) 2,46,510
Others ...... ... 65,418
1999: Ramesh Bais (BJP) won by 80060

| Rajnandgaon |
Pradeep Gandhi(BJP)

Margin of victory: 14,323

Total electorate . 11,21618
Votes polled ..... 6,65,935
Pradeep Gandhi(BJP) . 3,14,520
Dewvrat Singh(INC) ... 3,00,197
Others 51,218

]

[ Sarangarh (SC)

Guharam Ajgalie(BJP)
Margin of victory: 59,118
Total electorate
Votes polled
Guharam Ajgalie(SC) (BJP) .
Parasram Bhardwaj(SC) (INC)
Dau Ram Ratnakar(SC) (BSP) 1,13,004
Others 48,701
1999: P. R. Khute (BJP) won by 51759

[ Surguja (ST) |
Nand Kumar Sai(BJP)

Margin of victory: 1,03,452

Total electorate
Votes polled
Nand Kumar Sai(ST) (BJP) .
Khelsay Singh(ST) (INC)
Others
1999: Khal Sai Singh (INC) won by 61427

............................... 11,91,389
.. 587,737
2,42,575
1,83,457

]

L Mormugao

Alemao Churchil Braz(INC)
Margin of victory: 50,524

Total electorate .
Votes polled .
Alemao Churc|
Angle Ramakant Soiru BJP) .. 1,13,908
Others 19,338
1999: Ramakant Angle (BJP) won by 14457
l Panaji |
Shripad Yesso Naik(BJP)

Margin of victory: 56,213

Total electorate .
Votes polled
Shripad Yesso Naik(BJP)
D'souza Wilfred(NCP)
Others
1999: Shripad Naik (BJP) won by 36721

... 5,15,504
2,97,678
1,64,432

.. 425663

2,54,819
1,44,842
.. 88,629

LOSERS

Bhupen Hazarika (BJP)
Guwahati, Assam

Sharad Yadav JD(U)
Madhepura, Bihar

Selja(INC)

Margin of victory: 2,34,934
Total electorate ..
Votes polled ...
Selja(SC) (INC} .
Rattan Lalf Kataria(SC) (BJP)
Balwant Singh SC) (INLD) 1,30,972
Others . . 1,21,159

1999: Rattan Lal (BJP) won by 124478

[ Bhiwani

Kuldeep Bishnoi(INC})
Margin of victory: 24,404
Total electorate ..

Votes polled ...
Kuldeep Bishnoi
Surender Singh(HVP)
Ajay Singh Chautala(INLD) .. 2,41,958
Others 71,718

1999: Ajay SinghChautala (INLD) won by
203406

. 11,99,338
... 8,47,725
... 4,15,264
.. 1,80,330

11,892,271
8,71,144
2,90,936
.. 2,66,532

} Faridabad |

Avtar Singh Bhadana(INC)
Margin of victory: 69,848

Total electorate ...
Votes polled
Avtar Singh Bhadana(INC)
Mohd. llyas(INLD)

... 15,46,578

1999: Ram Chander Bairida (BJP) won by
34248

( Hissar

Jai Parkash(INC)
Margin of victory: 1,82,768
Total electorate ..
Votes polled
Jai Parkash(INC‘).
Surender\Singh Barwala{INLD) 2,24,442
Others 1,38,199

1999: Surender Singh Barwal‘aJINLD) won by
160452

| Karnal ]
Arvind Kumar Sharma(INC)

Margin of victory: 1,64,762

Total electorate

11,36,693
. 7,69,851
. 4,07,210

... 12,40,336
. 8,18,927

Votes polled

Arvind Kumar . 3,18,948
1. D. Swami(BJP) . 1,564,186
Ashok Kumar Arora(INLD) .. . 1,13,510
Raj Kumar(ES) ... .. 82,430

Others 1,49,853
1999 1. D. Swami (BJP) won by 147854

| Kurukshetra |

Naveen Jindal{INC)
Margin of victory: 1,60,190

Total electorate ...

.. 11,61,930

Votes polled ......... 8,50,858
Naveen Jindal{INC) . 3,62,054
Abhay Singh Chautala(INLD) 2,01,864
Gurdayal Singh Saini(BJP) .. 1,26,910
Others .. 1,60,030

1999: Prof. Kailasho Devi (INLD) won by
163610

Mahendragarh
Inderijit Singh(INC)
Margin of victory: 2,10,341

Total electorate ... .. 14,29,015

Votes polled ..... 8,49,305
Inderjit Singh(INC) 358,714
Dr. Sudha Yadav(BJP 1,48,373
Raghu Yadav(SP) ...... 1,21,062
Swami Dharam Dev(INLD} . 1,15,154
Others .. 1,06,002
1999: Dr. Sudha Yadav (BJP) won by 139140
Rohtak

Bhupinder Singh(INC)

Margin of victory: 1,50,435

Total electorate . 10,55,610
Votes polied .. ... 6,62,049
Bhupinder Singh(INC) . ... 3,24,235
Abhimanyu(BJP) ... 1,73,800
Bhim Singh(INLD}) .... .. 1,05,640
Others 58,374

1999: Inder Singh (INLD) won by 144693
| Sirsa (SC) ]

Atma Singh Gill(INC)
Margin of victory: 71,475

Total electorate .

12,19,935

Votes polled ... 8,41,682
Atma Singh Gill(SC) (INC) ... 3,49,397
Dr. Sushil Indora(SC) {INLD) 277922
Mahavir Parshad(SC} (BJP) 1,15,128

Others 99,235

1999: Dr. Sushil Kumar Indora (INLD) won by
221654

| Sonepat |

Kishan Singh Sangwan(BJP)
Margin of victory: 7,569

Total electorate
Votes polled
Kishan Singh Sangwan(BJP)
Dharam Pal Singh Malik(INC) .
Krishna Malik(INLD) 1,98,866
Others 78,868

1999: Kishan Singh Sangwan (BJP) won by
266138

11,38,771
.. 1,37,119
2,33,477
2,25,908

HIMACHAL

PRADESH

B Hamirpur |

Suresh Chandel(BJP)
Margin of victory: 1,625

10,64,238

... 6,54,112
3,13,253

Total electorate

Votes polied
Suresh Chandel(BJP)
Thakur Ram Lal(INC) ... 3,11,628
Others 29,231

1999: Suresh Chande! (BJP) won by 129247

Shahnawaz Hussain (BJP)
Kishanganj, Bihar
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"~ NDA out, Soma set to become PM

(L$)

® India opts for change @ Surge for Congress, Left, SP @ Jol ‘to 'BJP in Uttar Pradesh, sweep in M.P.
and Rajasthan @ NDA blotted out in Tamil Nadu, routed m A. P ® Congress out for a duck in Kerala

By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, MAY 13. The electo-
rate has decisively rejected the
Atal Bihari Vajpayee-led Na-
tional Democratic Alliance and
has voted in a Congress-led
coalition spearheaded by Sonia
Gandhi. A clean sweep by the

. Congress alliance in Tamil Na-
: du and Andhra Pradesh are

central to the upset verdict,

- first of its kind since 1977.

Mr. Vajpayee has resigned as
Prime Minister and the mood

. within the Congress is over-

whelmingly in favour of Ms. So-
nia Gandhi assuming the prime
ministerial mantle. Ms. Gandhi
is scheduled to be elected lead-
er of the Congress Parliamen-
tary party on Saturday.

With the Left Front indicat-
ing that it would have no prob-
lem with Ms. Gandhi in a prime
ministerial role, a Sonia Gand-
hi-led government has
emerged as a viable proposi-
tion. Also, indications are that
the Left may consider joining
such a coalition. However, the
Left has let it be known that it
would be disinclined to let the
Congress call all the shots.

The Congress has already
begun work on a Common
Minimum Programme to be
discussed and agreed on with
the allies. The party has consti-
tuted a drafting committee
headed by Manmohan Singh
for this purpose. The members
include Pranab Mukherjee, Ar-
jun Singh, Jaipal Reddy and Jai-
ram Ramesh.

Contrary to the expectations
and predictions of a “hung par-
liament,” the final figures for
the 14th Lok Sabha indicate an
unambiguous mandate for the
Congress and its pre-election
allies. On its own the Congress
has emerged as the largest sin-
gle party, with 145 seats under
its belt. Aleng with the Left par-

_ties (62 seats), the Congress

coalition (with 216 seats) is
comfortably placed to cross the
halfway mark in the new Lok
Sabha.

The BJP, which till last night
still entertained some hopes,
threw in the towel within the
first two hours of the counting
of votes. The defeat of over half
a dozen Cabinet Ministers and
the BJP’s failure to retain its po-
sition as the single largest party
brought home the extent of the
rebuff. By noon the BJP and the
NDA leaders gathered at the
Prime Minister’s residence and

decided to accept the verdict of/

rejection.

Mr. Vajpayee presided over,
for the last time, a Cabinet
meeting at which it was formal-
ly decided that the Council of
Ministers should resign. Later,
accompanied by the Deputy
Prime Minister, LK. Advani,
the Prime Minister drove to
Rashtrapati Bhavan to hand in
his resignation. According to a
Rashtrapati Bhavan press com-
muniqué, the President has
asked Mr. Vajpayee to continue
“in office till alternative ar-

BEYOND EXPECTATIONS: With the Congress and allies plus the Left winning a majority in the 14th Lok Sabha,
Sonia Gandhi has the Prime Ministership unless she chooses to tumn it down. — Photo: V. Sudershan . -,

rangements are made.”

Later, the Prime Minister ad-
dressed the nation and noted
that “my party and alliance
may have lost, but India has
won.” Mr. Vajpayee will be the
Leader of the Opposition and
will not retire from public life,
according to Sushma Swaraj,
the outgoing Minister for Par-

liamentary Affairs, who briefed
reporters after the Cabinet
meeting.

The Samajwadi Party, with
35 seats, and the Bahujan Sa-
maj Party, with 19 seats, have
emerged as key players. But the
Left Front, with a tally of 62, has
replaced the Telugu Desam
Party as the most influential

Graphms by Varghesé Kalléda

bloc. Ms. Mayawati of the BSP
has already pledged support to
a “secular government” and
the Samajwadi Party is also ex-
pected to pitch in with its num-
bers, though the party is likely
to name a price for its support
and the stability it would bring
to the new governing
arrangement.

Though a Sonia Gandhi-led
coalition looks inevitable, its
passage will still have to be ne-

gotiated over the next couple of .
-Adays; all of the Congress, allies

are not equally excited about
Ms. Gandhi assuming prime
ministership. The Nationalist
Congress Party of Sharad Pa-
war will have to be given an es-
cape route in the matter.
Today’s prominent winners

".include Mr. Vajpayee, Mr. Ad-

vani, George Fernandes, Ka-
lyan Singh, Ms. Gandhi, Rahul
Gandhi, Laloo Prasad Yadav,
Ram. - Vilas Paswan, Pranab
Mukherjee, Ajit Jogi, Chandra
Shekhar, Ajit Singh, Mulayam
Singh Yadav, Mayawati, P.A.
Sangma, Somnath Chatterjee,
Omar Abdullah, Mehbooba

Mufti, S. Bangarappa, Suresh
Prabhu, and P. Chidambaram.
Among the prominent losers
were Murli Manohar Joshi,
Sharad Yadav, Ram Naik, Jag-
mohan, Sahib Singh Verma,
Yashwant Sinha, P.M. Sayeed,
Shivraj Patil, Buta Singh, Bal-

ram Jhakhar, and
Sharief.

C.K. Jatfar

Editorial on Page 10,

More reports on Pages

11, 12, 13

Jubilation in ltaly: Page 20
Photographs on celebrations:
Page 24

Vajpayee quits, offers
cooperation to new
- government

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, MAY 13. The outgoing
Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, who submitted his resig-
nation, today extended his
“hand of cooperation” to the
new government. The defeat of
the ruling coalition, the Nation-
al Democratic Alliance that he
was leading, had not affected
his determination to proceed
forward, he said.

Addressing the nation on
Doordarshan, he said that it was
always “with the will of the peo-
ple” that governments were
formed and changed. This pow-
er of democracy was a matter of
pride to the nation that the peo-
ple must always cherish and
preserve. His party and alliance

.may have lost, but India has

won, he said.

He thanked the people for
giving him an opportunity to
serve the country as Prime Min-
ister since March 1998. “Your
goodwill and affection were my
greatest assets,” and “your sup-
port and trust were my greatest
sources of strength,” he said.

Mr. Vajpayee referred to the
multi-religious, multi-lingual
and multi-ethnic nation that
was India and said that he had
demonstrated that coalition
governments could be stable
and successfully deal with the
challenges before the country. It
was for history to judge but he
was satisfied that he had left In-
dia stronger and more prosper-
ous than it was when he took
the reins of government in his
hand. He had brought stability
to the polity after a period of in-
stability. “It is for you — and
history — to judge what we have
achieved during this period.”

It was not a defeatist attitude
that came through but one that

demonstrated that he was will-
ing to play his role in the Oppo-
sition, although he did not
directly mention this.

In Jammu and Kashmir, Mr.
Vajpayee said, the people had
rebuffed militancy and reposed
their faith in democracy. India
had embarked on a historic

peace process with its
bour,” he said without mention-
ing Pakistan.

“neigh-

A shock for the BJP

The Bharatiya Janata Party’s
crushing defeat — it was not on-
ly the loss of government but
the fact that the BJP's own final
tally was less than that of the
Congress minus itg allies — has
come as a big shock for the par-
ty.

1t was expecting that it could
be short of a bare majority, but
none of the leaders had any idea
of the extent of losses the party
and its National Democratic Al-
liance partners would suffer
when the counting of votes be-
gan at 8 a.m. today.

Tomorrow, the party’s patlia-
mentary board will meet at Mr.
Vajpayee’s residence at 11 a.m,,
but it was decided today that
Mr. Vajpayee would be the
Leader of the Opposition.




“Reversal for Cong " Mid term polls cloud
on hung House

BANGALORE, May 13. — The
voters in Karnataka took the cue
from their counterparts in Andhra
Pradesh and dashed the hopes of
their hi-tech IT sawy chief minister,
Mr SM Krishna, of enjoying a sec-
ond term. The Congress barely man-
aged to get 64 seats in a House of
234, showing that the anti-incum-
bency factor was not to be dismissed
casually as the party had been doing
carlier.

At the same time, the voters gave
a fractured verdict with both the
BJP and JD Secular, the two main
Opposition parties, failing to get the
numbers to form a government on
theirown. .

*ThHough the BJP raised its tally
substantially from that of 1999,
which was 44, the 79 seats that it
bagged this time failed to give it the
required numbers to form a govern-
ment on its own. It needed to get
113 to make Karnataka its gateway
to the South. Its ally, the JD-United,
however, bagged five seats.

The JD-Secular, on its part, too
did extremely well, but again did not
get enough to form a government.
Against the 19 seats that it bagged in
the 1999 elections, the party got 58
this time. A party, which was said to
have been on its. last legs, showed
enough clout to upset the apple cart

-of both the BJP and the Congress by
cutting into their votes. The result of

in Karnataka .

Mr SM Krishna addresses a Press conference after submitting his resignation in

Karnataka Lok Sabha -

Party  Contested Won -
BJP 28 18
Congress 28 8
Jos 28 2

one more constituency was held up
because of some delay.

The Independents have accounted
for 13 seats while the, CPM, RPI,
Karnataka Vatal Paksh, got one
each. The newly floated Kannada
Nadu party too opened its account
getting one seat. ‘ ’

Predictably, the results shool the
Congress, leaving its leaders, su¢h as
Mr Krishna and the state party pres-
ident, Mr Janardan Poojary, shell
shocked. With the available trends
clearly giving an indication of the
party’s rout in the elections this
morning, the chief minister did not
hesitate to submit his resignation to
the governor, Mr TN Chaturvedi.
He was asked to continue till a new
government was put in place.

The loss apart, what really jolted
the Congress was the inroads made
by the BJP and the JD-Secular into
its vote bank. As the chief minister
admitted, the BJP had done
extremely well in the coastal districts
while JD Secular had an encourag-
ing ride in southern Karnataka.
More important, over 25 of the 47
odd ministers in Mr Krishna’s gov-
ernment bit the dust this time, mak-

Bangalore on Thursday. — AFP . . ‘

ing the verdict more painful for tk
Congress. .

What added to the party’s disco
fiture was the loss in the Lok Sabh
elections as well. Here agafn th .
BJP boosted its tally from sgven i
the last elections to a whopping 1
this time out of the 28 parliamentar,,
seats in the state. The Congress
which had bagged 18 seats last time,
has had to be content with a mere -
eight.

For the BJP, it was a mixed verdict.
While it was .obviously elated at its
performance, the disappointment
was writ large on the. faces of its

. -leaders.” - L :
© The party ha@iaunched an aggres-

i the state with its
B¢ Arun Jaitley, and
state party pi.sident, Mr Ananth
Kumar, meticulqusly planning their
strategy to convince the voters that
BIP was the party for them. One of
the immediate steps that they took
in this direction was to welcome Mr
S Bangarappa, veteran Congress-
man and a leader with considerable
hold over the people in the state,
into its fold. In one stroke, it
mobilised the backward votes.

Mr LK Advani’s Bharat Uday
Yatra too had much to do with the
success of the party in the Assembly
and Lok Sabha elections this time.
He was promoting brand Atal and
the achievements, of the NDA gov-
ernment under the Prime Minister
during his marathon yatra which ,
included several public speeches. €

14 MAY 004

- BANGALORE ,May 13:

With the Karnataka voter
giving a fractured verdict
in the assembly
elections,the second since
1983, none of the three
major parties ,including
the BJP, Congress and the
JD Secular,has got enough
seats to form a govern-
ment on its own
Therefore, the road is
set for a mid term poll
even if the parties cobble

_ together a working coali-

tion for the time being.T

_his is the unanimeus view

of most analysts here..
Even though the BIP,

with 79 seats is clearly the

single largest party ,with

. the Congress at 64 and JD
" Secular ,58 coming second

and third,respectively ,it is
still too far from the

Assembly seats 224

Party . Won
BJP .19
Congress 64
JD-§ 58

required number of 113 to
form the government in a
house of 234. It is not giv-
ing up hopes though as
evident by the visit of its
star strategist,Arun
Jaitley,to the city ,late this
evening.

With the Independents
accounting for 13 seats
and parties like the
CPM,RPI Kannada Nadu
and K Vatal Paksh bagging
one each, it is still difficult
for the BJP to command
the required numbers
after wooing them,if at all.
Unless ,of course,there is a
split in the ranks of the JD
Secular.

Accordingly, it is des-
perately trying to woo the
JD Secular to align with it
to form a non-Congress
government,a fact that its
leaders like
Shankarmurthy and state
president,Mr Ananth
Kumar,do not
conceal.Realising  their
plight though, the JD
Secular is also playing
hard to get with its leader
and former Prime
Minister, Mr Deve
Gowda,clearly stating to
newsmen that he would
have no truck with the BJP

at any cost.
Mr P G R Sindia ,a
senior leader in JD

Secular, who joined the
party recently after quit-
ting the JD United,and an
old supporter  of
Ramakrishna Hegde, on
his part, feels that the door
cannot be closed on the
BJP yet.

While admitting that his
party was the only oae
which could be called sec-
ular in the real sense of
the word, he said ‘for us all
options are open.As it
stands now,the Congress
and the BJP are equidis-
tant.While the decision to
support the Congress or
the BIJP to form a govern-
ment rested with the party
high command,no possi-
bilility could be ruled out.’

Taking pot shots at the
Congress, however, he
said, it had written off JD
Secular in this elections
Further, now that the
Congress has been reject-
ed,it would be for the lead-
ers of JD Secular to see
how a new chapter in the
state could be opened.

Mr Krishna ,had said
that all secular forces
should join to checkmate
the advance of fascist
forces.




ASHIS CHAKRABARTI

he Left’s domination of Ben-

gal politics, which the res-
ults have confirmed once again,
was not in question in these elec-
tions. Even the better showing of
the Congress was predictable —
with Pranab Mukherjee stealing
amarch over the CPM in the ca-
mpaign and Subash Ghisingh th-
rowing his weight behind the Co-
ngress in Darjeeling.

The real surprise of the Ben-
gal results is the near-decima-
tion of the Trinamul Congress-
BJP combine in the state.

Even Mamata Banerjee knew
that she had alienated Muslims
from her party because of its al-
liance with the BJP. That was a
huge risk anyway in a state wh-
ere Muslims constitute nearly
one-third of the population. It
was also evident that she had lost
her magic with her biggest con-
stituency — the middle classes in
both urban and semi-urban
areas.

What was not so clear was the
extent of the disenchantment of
the non-Left voters with Mama-
ta’s aimless, flip-flop politics.
The urban middle classes, which
moved away from the Left over
the years, seem to have become
disillusioned with the alterna-
tive that Mamata once offered.
The strongest evidence of this is
the Left’s recovery of Calcutta
and Jadavpur after several Lok
Sabha elections. Even the huge
drop in Mamata’s own winning
margin is a testimony to this.

If the decline of her personal
popularity had left her vulnera-
ble, the popular perception of
the BJP as the pro-rich party ma-
de things worse for her. Unlike in
the early years of her alliance
with the BJP, her weakened posi-
tion made her more and more de-
pendent on the so-called Vajpay-
eefactor.

With her own strength failing
and the BJP prop proving insuf-
ficient, Mamata went down un-
der. At the same time, the failure

of the Mamata factor sealed
the BJP’s fate, too, in Bengal. To-
gether the two parties swam last
time, together they sank this
time.

Just as the countrywide re-
sentment against the NDA con-
tributed to her undoing, the
resurgence of the Congress did
the rest for her. Wherever the
people looked for an alternative
to the Left, as in Berhampore,
Jangipur, Murshidabad, Malda
and Raigunj, they chose the Con-
gress rather than the Trinamul
Congress-BJP combine. The pop-
ular shift towards the Congress
— in the Muslim-dominated dis-
tricts —was expected to move a
large share of the Trinamul vote
to the Congress.

But the Trinamul’s hope of
getting a similar share of the
Congress vote in the NDA's areas
of promise, particularly in south
Bengal, seems to have been be-
lied. The attempted “mahajot” of
Trinamul-BJP-Congress votes
has not worked as planned.

If her own problems and a
resurgence of the Congress took
the wind out of her sail, she also
looked defenceless in the face of
a massive Left onslaught to re-
cover lost territory.

The Left succeeded in its re-
covery attempts more against
the Trinamul-BJP alliance than
against the Congress. A.B.A.
Ghani Khan Choudhury’s Malda
or Priya Ranjan Das Munshi’s
Raigunj held their ground aga-
inst the CPM fightback; Mama-
ta’s — and the BJP's — forts, on
the other hand, fell like nine
pins. Obviously, the weakened
Trinamul-BJP turfs proved gre-
ener pastures for the Left charge.

The Left’s improved tally cou-
1d also be seen as much as a posi-
tive vote for itself as a negative
swing away from the Trinamul.
This, however, has held true in
most elections in Bengal and he-
Iped the Left keep off the anti-in-
cumbency factor that has top-
pled government after govern-
ment in other states.

NGER

Whether it was the undivided
Congress before Mamata broke
it or the Trinamul Congress now;
the Opposition sought to work on
anegative vote against the Left,
rather than on a positive vote for
itself. Surprisingly, for a party in
power for 27 years, the CPM
seems to have managed to garner
more positive votes this time th-
an in other recent elections.

It would, however, be prema-
ture to write off Mamata, the
CPM-baiter. With the Left and
the Congress joining head and
heart in Delhi, she cannot go ov-
er to the Congress in a hurry, as
she did in 2001.

She has no choice but to re-
main the centre of non-Left poli-
tics in the state. Her own flock
could be under attack from a bu-
Llish Congress. Mamata Baner-
jee may have to start it all over
again. And she may have to
plough a lonely furrow — with
the NDA government gone and
no Atal Bihari Vajpayee in Delhi
to give her a helping hand.

'E
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Mamata at a news conference in Calcutta on Thursday. Picture by Amit Datta

STATE SCAN .

» FROM PAGE 1

Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh

The BJP’s honeymoon period is
still on in all three states, where
the party swept back to power in
the Assembly elections in De-
cember. Four months is too short
a time for voters to change their
minds. Besides, the Congress
was completely demoralised.

Kerala

Anti-incumbency combines
with a groundswell of resent-
ment against factionalism in the
Congress results in the party’s
worst showing ever. It has drawn
a blank. The only seat in the al-
liance was won by its partner,
the Muslim League.

Orissa

Naveen Patnaik survives anti-in-
cumbency. Congress’ J.B. Pat-
naik, with his controversial past,
was seen as no alternative to
Naveen, who has a clean image.
The chief minister, a BJP ally,

made corruption a campaign
plank.

Delhi

Sheila Dikshit’s government not
only bucks anti-incumbency, but
routs the BJP in India’s capital.
Like MP, Rajasthan and Chhat-
tisgarh, the Congress had won
Assembly elections here in De-
cember. People have stayed with
it.

Punjab

Anti-incumbency against the
Congress’ Amarinder Singh gov-
ernment, opposition to his one-
point agenda of pinning down
. Parkash Singh Badal on corrup-
tion charges.

Haryana

Here, Om Prakash Chautala’s
government was at the receiving
end of voters’ wrath. The break-
up of his alliance with the BJP
also helped the Congress.

Himachal Pradesh

With Sukh Ram back and ex-ser-
vicmen rooting for the party, the
Congress sweeps. People do not
appear to have forgotten the cor-
ruption in Prem Kumar Dhu-
mal’s government a year ago.

Northeast

Candidates of ruling parties in
each of the seven states have
done well here. One region
where incumbency seems to
work in favour of parties.

Hometown pays
quiet tribute

Milan, May 13 (Reuters): The
mayor of Sonia Gandhi’s home
town congratulated her for the
electoral victory, but her reclu-
sive Italian family kept a self-im-
posed silence out of respect for
the Gandhi dynasty’s tragic past.

Orbassano, near the northe-
rn Italian city of Turin paid qui-
et tribute, “Orbassano and its en-
tire administration express the-
ir warm congratulations for this
victory by our fellow citizen,”
mayor Carlo Marroni said in a
statement to be sent in a telegr-
am to Sonia.

But no public rejoicing was
planned following the triumph.
“Yes, we are proud, but we also
request the family’s desire to be
left alone,” the aide to mayor
Marroni said,
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rom historic blunder
to electoral history

MONOBINA GUPTA

New Delhi, May 13 : The Left
parties have never had it so good
— not since the first Lok Sabha
elections in 1952.

Their tally has gone up from
43 to 63. They have picked up se-
ats outside Bengal, Kerala and
Tripura, the traditional Left bas-
tions.

The reasons are multiple but
what is being touted by the Left
asthe principal reason is the fact
that they have fought against
communalism consistently —
more tenaciously than any other
secular party:

“Our success is because of
the consistent policies we have
followed. Our persistent fight is
against communalism and we
have benefited from the anti-BJP
wave which has swept the coun-
try,” says CPM politburo mem-
ber Prakash Karat.

For the Left, no success could
have been sweeter than defeat-
ing the NDA's external affairs
minister Yashwant Sinha in Ha-
zaribagh. Sinha lost to the CPI
candidate Bhuvaneshwar Pras-
ad Mehta.

In Bengal, the Left Front’s
tally has gone up from 29 to 35
seats . The Left claims its success
is due to its performance in the
villages and its land reforms.
But in private the party leaders
concede that they have benefited
from having a weak Opposition
in the Mamata Banerjee-led Tri-
namul Congress.

Mamata’s idiosyncrasies —
her erratic entries and exits
from the NDA council of minis-
ters, the Left says, worked to her
discredit for the electorate in
Bengal.

The scenario gets better for
the Left as you move down the
map to the southern tip of Ker-
ala.

RISE OF RED
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CPM leader Jyoti Basu checks
his watch as he prepares for a
TV show in Calcutta. (AFP)

“Never in the electoral histo-
ry have we achieved such a victo-
ry in the state,” says Karat. The
Left Democratic Front has swept
the state getting as many as 18 of
the total 20 parliamentary seats.
In fact, for the first time the Left
has wrested one of the two tradi-
tional Muslim League boroughs.
“This time, we have won the
Manjeri seat considered impreg-
nable by the Muslim League”,
says the CPM leader.

According to Karat, the Con-
gress-led United Democratic
Front’s rout in the state can only

be explained by the people’s total
disaffection with chief minister
A K. Antony, his policies and the
squabbles within his party.

Congress dissident leader
K. Karunakaran has been keep-
ing the fire of dissidence alive
by targeting Antony both within
and outside the Congress
forum.

“It is a comprehensive defeat
for the Antony government,”
says Karat. He also underlines
that family politics has not gone
down well with the people. “Both
Karunakaran’s son and daugh-
ter have lost the polls,” he says.

What has also contributed to
the Left’s success is its campaign
against unbridled economic lib-
eralisation. The CPM kept the
heat on the NDA government, bi-
asting its India Shining campai-
gn. Itleaders accused the NDA of
trying to mislead people by jug-
gling statistics. “India Shining is
ahuge fraud that has been perpe-
trated on the people,” says senior
CPM leader Sitaram Yechury.

The Left maintains the NDA's
exit from the political landscape
shows that people have hit back
at the government for its indif-
ference to the disadvantaged
sections.

The other factor outside Ben-
gal, Tripura and Kerala that has
helped the Left are the alliances
it forged in Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh and Jharkhand.

In Tamil Nadu, the Left, to-
gether with the Congress and the
DMK, has picked up four seats.
Last time, the CPM had only one
seat from Tamil Nadu.

In Andhra, the Left worked
together with the Congress and
the Telengana Rashtra Samiti
and picked up two seats. In
Jharkhand, the CPI had an al-
liance with the Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha and Rashtriya
Janata Dal.

300 days for serving people, remaining 65 for acting

CHANDRIMA S,
BHATTACHARYA

Mumbai, May 13: A giant-killer
does not dub.

Govinda did not turn up at
the Empire Studio on Andheri
today, because he could not make
time after his dazzling victory
over the BJP’s Ram Naik, who
was petroleum minister till to-
day and has won the Mumbai
North seat five times.

So why did he book the studio
today? Was he not prepared for a
win? The film was Sukh, a home
production being made under
the banner of Govinda Enter-
tainment No. 1.

“As1said before, I did not thi-
nk of winning or losing,” said
the actor, flushed from the heat
but beaming all over, just back at
his home in Juhu from a long
stint at the counting station. He
has also just been hugged by di-
rector David Dhawan, the author
of the No. 1 series that catapuit-
ed him to his star status. “But
frankly, abhi bhi yeh hazam na-
hin hua hai (1am yet fo digest the
news),” he added.

Naik got 5,11,000 votes and
Govinda scored with 5,59,000.
The margin of 48,000 isnot much
considering the constituency
has 23 lakh voters, but the impli-
cations are not little.

So Govinda could not make it
to the studio, where his well-wi-
shers waited for him, for the bit

STAR FILE

oSmriti frani (BJP)
oNafisa Ali {Congress) ;

sMoushumi Chatlerjes (Congress)
-oBhupen Hazarlka (BJP)

sVinod Khanna (BJP)
oRaj Babhar (SP)

#Sunil Dutt [Congress)
wlayaprada (SP)
oBovinda (Congress)
eDharmendra (BJF)
eNavjot Singh Sidha (BJP)

of dubbing that keeps Sukh from
being complete. It is because of
Govinda'’s recent schedule that
he could not come to the studio.
The film is a romantic comedy
featuring Priti Jangiani and
Chunky Pandey (another Con-
gressman) with a social mes-
sage: how Indian culture helps

keep the family intact. Not a very
original message, that, but nei-
ther are the reasons why the Vir-
ar ka chhokra who became Hero
No. 1 could vanquish Naik very
unusual.

Apart from the charisma of
the star, and the votes of Hindi-
speaking people and Muslims,
there was another factor: a wi-
despread disenchantment with
Naik among the poorer sections.
Naik was perceived as someone
who pampered the upper and mi-
ddle classes and forgot the poor.

“I feel responsible and bles-
sed. Responsible,” said Govinda,
adding he knew that he was now
representing the third largest
constituency in the country. But
he magnanimously gave all
the credit to “Madam” Sonia
Gandhi.

“I fought for a leader who sta-
nds for the truth,” he added, ba-
rely able to extricate himself fr-
om the jostling crowd of rela-
tives, party cadre and neigh-
bours in his spacious flat in Jal-
darshan building plastered with
large framed pictures of gods
and goddesses, mostly of Mata
Sherawali. He had changed from
the skin-hugging cotton white
shirt and soft white trousers that
looked glued to his skin into a
heavily embroidered chikan ku-
rta and churidar. He was restless
to go into the puja room with its
gigantic mandir and thank the
household gods for their bounty

and bow down before the photo-
graph of his mother, the late Nir-
mala Devi, his inspiration.

But he has found a mother-
figure. “I just followed what Ma-
dam Sonia Gandhi said. She was
the first one to call me after I
won. I hope to God that she co-
mes to power;” he gushed. “I will
go to Delhi whenever I get the
call. Today, if I am wanted.”

He stressed that he remem-
bered his electoral promises. Ap-
art from pravas, avas, gyan and
shiksha, the four basics he has
pledged to bring to the people
who have elected him, he said his
immediate attention will be on
improving water supply, build-
ing a hospital and solving the
problems of the fisherfolk.

“The Congress already has a
plan for water supply that will
materialise within six to nine
months,” he said. “We will also
build a hospital that will be like
Leelavati. We will also focus on
the fisherfolk hecause they are
the original inhabitants of the
city” he said. ’

He will not desert his profess-
ion. Govinda Entertainment No.
1 has also announced the next
venture, Seva.

“I will serve the people for 300
days and act for 65 days,” he said.

Will it be the actor or the MP
who will be seen on the screen
from now on?

“As always, it will be the son
of Nirmala Devi,” said Govinda.

Sunil Dutt, flanked by son Sunjay and newly-elected MP from Mumbai Nortl! Govinda, after

their victory on Thursday. (PTi)
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Shock & awe in Gujarat

BASANT RAWAT

Ahmedabad, May 13: Stunned,
surprised —the story of the BJP
and the Congress in Gujarat.

Narendra Modi gloated at
every rally that his party would
take all — the 26 Lok Sabha seats
in the state. Far from it, the BJP
has lost six seats from its 1999
tally and managed to hold on to
only 14.

Call it anti-incumbency, call
it a slap on the face of Moditva—
the brand of aggressive Hindut-
va practised by Modi — or a be-
lated backlash of the riots, the
result in the BJP bastion (for
nearly two decades) has left the
state BJP headquarters in shock.

The mouths fell open at the

Congress camp, too. But the sur-
prise soon turned into celebra-
tions. Once the final result had
come in, the scorecard read: Con-
gress 12, double its previous tally
and just two shy of the BJP,
which had seemed out of reach
in the Assembly elections.

It is a sweet victory for the de-
moralised Congress cadre, who
are reading the verdict as a sig-
nal for the party’s revival. The
most spectacular gains for the
party came in the tribal belt of
eastern and central Gujarat and
Saurashtra, where the BJP was
considered invincible.

Barring Dahod, which it won
by a slender margin, the BJP has
been nearly wiped out from trib-
al-dominated areas where it had

made deep inroads. In fact, it
won all the tribal seats in 1999.
This time, it has lost in Mandvi,
Valsad and Chhota Udepur.

It will satisfy the Congress
that it retained Kheda and wrest-
ed Anand (central Gujarat) and
Chhota Udepur, some of the wor-
st riot-affected areas. In the Asse-
mbly polls held after the riots,
the BJP had swept all the Assem-
bly seats in central Gujarat.

=% The party also made dents in

the BJP bastion of Saurashtra,

"capturing three of the eight

seats. Union minister Bhavnab-
en Chikhaliya, who was seeking
re-election from Junagadh, lost.
Modi loyalist Dilipbhai Sangani
lost from Amreli. Jamnagar also
slipped from the BJP’s grasp.

Part of the BJP’s undoing in
Saurashtra was infighting. It
was an open secret that Keshub-
hai Patel, Modi’s predecessor
and bitter rival, had vowed to
make Sangani bite the dust.

Patel had torpedoed Modi’s
efforts to get Sangani to succeed
state BJP president Rajendras-
inh Rana. Patel and Sangani’s
hostility dates back to when
Modi launched a campaign in
Delhi to mobilise support to oust
Patel as the chief minister.

BJP chief campaign in-char-
ge Suresh Mehta admitted “our
performance has been less than
what we had expected” and at-
tributed the poor showing to
“low turn out due to heat and
marriage season”.

He said another factor was
voter fatigue with the same old
faces. Mehta was referring to
Sangani and Chikhaliya, who
were seeking their fifth and
fourth terms, respectively.

As soon as a shadow fell on
Modi’s domination, the suppres-
sed dissent in the BJP surfaced.
A party insider claimed there
were indications of what was to
come, but the overconfident, ar-
rogant leaders could not read the
writing on the wall. The wave of
resentment among farmers over
high power tariff and Modi’s
style of functioning had cost the
party heavily.

Senior Congress leader Sid-
dharth Patel attributed much of
his party’s success to the BJP’s

neglect of farmers. He believed
tribals and rural voters had tur-
ned against the BJP and would
fuel the Congress revival.

State Congress president
B.K. Gadhvi said his party was
bound to bounce back, but some
political analysts are loathe to
give it credit. They claim it is a
vote against Modi and the Con-
gress has won by default.

Some of them argued that the
BJP’s poor showing was partly
due to the resentment of the
VHP and the Bajrang Dal. They
were aghast that the man who
was not long ago called the
“Hindu hriday samrat” could
not protect those involved in riot
cases. Unlike the last Assembly
elections, the VHP workers re-

mained passive. Their anger was
directed at Modi, whom they saw
as doing little to protect them
from “judicial activism”.

In central Gujarat, several
senior VHP and BJP leaders are
languishing in jail after the
Supreme Court ordered fresh in-
vestigation in some of the riot
cases the state police had closed.

Ganesh Devy, a Vadodara-ba-
sed tribal activist, linked the dr-
ubbing in the tribal belt, especia-
lly Chhota Udepur, to the riots.
The tribals had been indoctrina-
ted and turned against the Mus-
lims in 2002. They realised they
had played into the BJP’s hands
— the party got power and they
got a bad name — and paid back
by dislodging its MPs.
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GeNext,
inot India,
~ Shining

ALOKE TIKKU
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New Delhi, May 13: Dynasty
isn’t such a dirty word in Indian
politics, not after the Indian elec-
torate embraced the GeNext of
India’s political families.
Leading the charge is Rahul
Gandhi. Amethi, the pocket bor-
sough of the Nehru-Gandhi fami-
ly which has given India one
; Prime Minister — a likely fourth
has moved next door to Rae Bare-
li this time — has passed on the
baton to Rahul this time.

The story is replayed in Jha-
lawar in Ra-
jasthan and
Guna in Mad-
hya Pradesh,
where scions
of the Scindia
family have
won. First-ti-
mer Dushyant
Singh, son of
Rahul Va§undhara

Raje, won
from Jhalawar by over 80,000
votes. Jyotiraditya Scindia has
retained Guna, which he won in
the byelection after father Mad-
havrao’s death in a plane crash.

Sheila Dikshit’s son Sandeep
made a sparkling debut by wrest-
ing East Delhi from the BJP.

Sons are shining down south,

too. Dayanidhi Maran, son of -

former Union minister Murasoli
Maran and grandnephew of
DMK chief M. Karunanidhi, has
won the Cen-
tral Chennai
seat. :
v Like the
‘ Sonia-Rahul
. pair, Mulayam §
,Singh Yadav
; will always be
jat hand in the
¥1.,0k Sabha to
elp out son
hilesh or brother Ramgopal.
ilesh has won from Kannayj
d Ramgopal from Sambhal.
Manvendra Singh, son of
ajya Sabha member Jaswant
ingh, was not as lucky as
khilesh. Unlike Mulayam’s
on, he lost his first election in
999 from Barmer. But he per-
isted and reaped the reward
oday by defeating his Congress
ival by over 2.7 lakh votes.

Sachin
Pilot had no
such  prob-
lems. Father
Rajesh Pilot
had nurtured
the Dausa con-
stituency and
: B when he died,

. mother Rama
Dayanidhi  yept it safe for
er young son. Sachin did not let
er down and retained the seat,
defeating the BJP’s Kartar Singh
: Bhadana by over 1.151akh votes.
. Mufti Mohammad Sayeed’s
: daughter made him proud by
; winning from Anantnag. She
" had tried to enter Parliament
- from Srinagar in 1999, but lost to
- Omar Abdul-
~lah, another
" dynasty pro-
duct. Farooq
© Abdullah’s

son has won
from Srinagar
again, for the
third time. i

If Lady Lu-
ck smiled on
some, she let down others. K.
Karunakaran’s daughter Pad-
maja failed him after he bargai-
ned hard to get a party ticket for
her from Mukundapuram.

1.K. Gujral’s son Naresh, put
up by the Akali Dal-BJP combi-
ne, lost from Jalandhar. Sons of
Haryana chief minister O.P. Ch-
autala, Ajay and Abhay, also lost.

Jyotiraditya

youngest candidate to make it to Parliament. (AFP)

Milind Deora, the Congress candidate from Mumbai South, celebrates with party workers after winning the elections. The 27-year-old winner is considered the

Magic goes out of Atal & Ayodhya formula

TAPAS CHAKRABORTY

Lucknow, May 13: The BJP had
hoped its old magic formula of
Atal and Ayodhya would work in
the country’s largest state. The
hope faded with every passing
hour as it became increasingly
clear that Uttar Pradesh would
not help boost its dwindling
numbers,

From 27 MPs in 1999, the par-
ty was down to 11,its lowest ever
in the state. The return of for-
mer chief minister Kalyan
Singh, dubbed the “iron man of
the BJP”, appeared to have made
no impact.

As the results poured in, BJP
leaders went into a huddle in the
party office here and an uneasy
silence settled on the once bust]-
ing rooms. In contrast, the Con-
gress office throbbed with spon-
taneous jubilation as thousands

of party workers sang and
danced to drum beats.

For them, the appeal of the
Gandhi dynasty had worked its
magic. And Sonia Gandhi and
Rahul had won from the state —
the mother from Rae Bareli, the
son from Amethi. Although at
least five key leaders lost —
among them state unit chief Jag-
dambika Pal — the party main-
tained its 1999 tally of 10 seats.

In the BJP camp, some of the
big names who lost are Murli
Manohar Joshi, Swami Chin-
mayanand, Joshi’s colleague in
Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s council,
and BJP state president Vinay
Katiyar. Katiyar has sent his res-
ignation to BJP national chief
M. Venkaiah Naidu.

Assembly Speaker and BJP
candidate Kesrinath Tripathi
finished third after the Sama-
jwadi Party and the Bahujan

Samaj Party. Kalyan Singh bare-
ly made it from Bulandshahr.
The BJP even lost in Faizabad,
which covers Ayodhya.

“To be frank, I had no idea of
this resentment among voters
against the BJP. Let me tell you,
the voters were not hostile to lea-
ders like Atal Bihari Vajpayee.
Their anger must have been bre-
wing against local leaders,” said
senior leader Kalraj Mishra.

The blame game has already
started with some leaders accus-
ing the campaign managers of
depending on old rhetoric and ig-
noring signs like thin attendan-
ce at rallies and survey reports
that suggested the party might
not do well. “In 1998 we had 58
seats. In 1999 it was reduced to 27.
Now this. Something has gone
drastically wrong,” said a Jeader.

Insiders pointed to the Ayod-
hya temple issue, which the BJP

sought to rake up on the first leg
of the campaign. Having includ-
ed it in the NDA agenda, though
the coalition’s leaders sensed it
would alienate Muslims, the par-
ty embarked on a plan to split the

. minority vote. The ploy did not

work.

The Samajwadi Party and the
BSP gained at the BJP’s expense.
“We would have done better had
the BJP and the Congress not
spread confusion about us,” said
Samajwadi chief Mulayam Sin-
gh Yadav. The chief minister’s
party had won 35 seats, a gain of
eight.

The BSP, which had won just
14 seats, improved its tally by
three. In some places, the BSP
made inroads into Samajwadi
territory, like Azamgarh.

In Amethi, where Rahul trou-
nced the BJP’s Ram Vilas Vedan-
ti by over three lakh votes, the

Gangdhi scion praised his moth-
er. “I said some time ago that my
father is my hero,” he said. “To-
day, I have another hero. She is
my mother.”

Later, commenting on the
outcome of the elections, Rahul
said: “Soniaji has won the elec-
tions. She has suffered a lot and
the country has reciprocated.”

in Amethi, after being declar-
ed elected, he did not forget to
wish Vajpayee. “I wish all the be-
st to Vajpayee. I wish him many
years in the future.... I am saying
from my heart and not saying
this for the sake of saying it.”

But Rahul also did not forget
to indirectly remind Vajpayee th-
at he had arrived. He said he wo-
uld strive to become an “adult”
in politics. The reference was to
Vajpayee’s remark that he was a
“child” in the rough and tumble
of politics.

Kingmakers
again, but for
rival camp

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Chennai, May 13: At hislastra-
1y in Chennai, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee had said Tamil Nadu wou-
1d make a critical difference to
government formation in Delhi.

He was hinting at the key role
the 39 Lok Sabha seats from the
state and one from Pondicherry
have played since 1996 when coa-
lition regimes came to stay in
Delhi.

Back then, the DMK-Tamil
Maanila Congress-CPI combine
had swept the polls at the cost of
the ADMK and gone on to play a
major role in the United Front
governments in Delhi, led by
H.D. Deve Gowda and LK. Gujral.
Tamil Nadu then had as many as
eight Union ministers, the high-
est ever from the state.

But the United Front’s insta-
bility, following the Congress’
withdrawal of support, heralded
the turning point of 1998 when
the first-time alliance of the BJP
and the ADMK (including the
PMK and the MDMK) grabbed 31
of the 39 seats. Tamil Nadu had
always heeded the call for “need
for stability at the Centre”.

But Jayalalithaa’s walkout
from the Vajpayee government
in 1999 and her subsequent al-
liance with the Congress and the
Left brought the “Vajpayee fac-
tor” of stability into play again.
That year, the DMK-BJP com-
bine, including the PMK and the
MDMIK, bagged 26 of the 39 seats.

Thus, the swing towards the
BJP-inclusive alliance, led by ei-
ther of the main Dravidian par-
ties, had been critical in the
numbers game in Delhi in the
last two Lok Sabha polls.

The swing has been at work
again this time —but against the
ADMK-BJP alliance — as DMK
chief M. Karunanidhi has re-
tained the 1999 winning combi-
nation, excluding the BJP but in-
cluding the Congress and the
Left. Helping along was the
strong anti-incumbency against
Jayalalithaa and the BJP’s half-
hearted tie-up with her party.

The Congress, now reunited
with the breakaway TMC, has
won 10 seats this time, the high-
est since 1991, thus substantially
adding to the party’s Lok Sabha
Kkitty. Besides, the DMK, the PMK
and the MDMK have assured
outside support.

So any combine that wins ab-
out 30 seats in Tamil Nadu is in
the position to make a difference
to government formation at the

Centre. This time, the Congress
is the beneficiary, which was evi-
dent in a singular scene outside
the DMK headquarters here.

The cadre of the Dravidian
party that has fed on an anti-
Congress stand over the decades
today danced with a poster of
Sonia Gandhi as news trickled in
of the DMK-led alliance’s sure
sweep of all 40 Lok Sabha seats.

Firecrackers and sweets com-
pleted the picture of victory that
was apparent in the very first
trends since counting began at 8
this morning.

Karunanidhi thanked people
for the “thumping” victory they
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had handed his Democratic Pro-
gressive Alliance and said it was
a decisive verdict against chief
minister Jayalalithaa’s “auto-
cratic rule”.

MDMK chief Vaiko said the
victory “gives a message to the
whole of India that Tamil Nadu
is the vanguard for secularism,
democracy and to fight against
the Hindutva fundamentalist
forces”. He added that the “mor-
tal blow against the repressive
Jayalalithaa regime” was also
an “interim referendum” again-
st her policies, including the
“misuse” of the anti-terror law,
and demanded her resignation.

“It is a washout practically
and I accept the defeat,” state
BJP’s senior-most leader E.
Ganesan said.

Babulal Marandi

Dragged to doom by a ‘death wish’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Ranchi, May 13: In Jharkhand, it was “ a
death wish” which did the BJP in.

In the 1996 general elections, the BJP
had lost only one seat in what constitutes
Jharkhand today. Eight years later, in
2004, the BJP has just won one seat. Dum-
ka alone had deserted the party then. This
time, it is Koderma alone which has elect-
ed the BJP candidate in the state. Eight ye-
ars ago, Babulal Marandi was the solitary
BJP leader to have lost in the region. This
time, he is the only BJP leader to have
won.

Significantly, Marandi is the only BJP
candidate in Jharkhand who contested
this time from a new constituency, “a vir-
gin territory”. All the other candidates
were seeking re-election from their old
constituencies. Some, like Laxman Gilua
in Singhbhum and Dukha Bhagat in Lo-
hardaga, were seeking a second term in
the Lok Sabha; some like Yashwant Sinha
and Abha Mahato were seeking third
terms; a few like Rita Verma (Dhanbad),

Ravindra Pandey (Giridih) and Brij
Mohan Ram (Palamau) were looking for-
ward to a fourth term while stalwarts like
Karia Munda (Khunti) and Ram Tahal
Choudhary (Ranchi) have already been to
Parliament six times or more.

The undercurrent of hostility against
the incumbents was evident; so much so
that sections within the party had seriou-
sly put forward a proposal that at least ha-
If a dozen candidates in Jharkhand shou-
1d be replaced by the party. The list, said
insiders, included the names of Rita Ver-
ma, Dukha Bhagat and Ravindra Pandey.

But the party’s central leadership
overruled the suggestion on the ground
that it would encourage factionalism.
The BJP would probably have fared mar-
ginally better if it had fielded fresh faces.
It is doubtful, however, if that step alone
could have bucked the trend.

If the voters in Jharkhand have given
aresounding “electoral slap” to the BJP,
the party has only itself to blame. It put
too much store by the India Shining cam-
paign, which, for all practical purposes,

turned into a bit of a joke along with the
“feel good” factor. Poor governance in
Jharkhand robbed the slogan of its sheen
and merely served to anger people. Errat-
ic electricity and water supply, poor road
conditions barring some of the highways
and little employment opportunity in Jh-
arkhand made a mockery of highfalutin
claims like foreign currency reserves.

Over-confidence in the BJP rank and
file, who took victory for granted and beli-
eved that the Vajpayee factor would help
the party sail through, is another factor
that did them in. The arrogance with
which people like M. Venkaiah Naidu and
Yashwant Sinha spoke of sweeping the
poll in the state was an index of over-con-
fidence bordering on the suicidal. More so
because of the day-to-day squabbles with-
in the party.

Conceded a senior BJP leader today:
“For the last three years, we have been
fighting amongst ourselves, issuing state-
ments against each other and even pub-
licly accusing each other of corruption.”
It was comical and the party had made a

spectacle of itself,

But the central leadership overlooked
the shenanigans of party leaders in the
state. They exercised little or no control
over party MPs who merrily favoured
their own relatives and cronies, amassed
wealth and did little of distinction. Even
a long-serving MP like Karia Munda
made no effort to have a good hospital in
his far-flung constituency.

Worse, leaders actually encouraged
the infighting, pitching one leader aga-
inst the other. The two lobbies of Babulal
Marandi and Arjun Munda were allowed
to snipe at each other publicly. Yashwant
Sinha, who was the senior-most BJP lead-
er at the Centre and the most influential,
had little time to spare for Jharkhand.

As the finance and then the foreign
minister, he had his hands fuil. But he was
allowed to virtually preside over and dom-
inate both the organisation and the gov-
ernment in Jharkhand. Sinha’s was the
last word and the party drifted apart as
Sinha attended White House receptions
with Colin Powell.

Yashwant Sinha
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Lessons from

Verdict 2004

RADHIKA RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, May 13: Pollsters,
internal assessments, astrolog-
ers —they all went wrong.

The general prognosis was
the National Democratic Alli-
ance would “somehow” make it
and the Congress was destined
to sit in the Opposition for anoth-
er five years. In this stunner of
an election, the only person who
got it right was the voter who
knew who his choice was, unto-
uched by “informed” opinion.

BJP sources rued their over-

reliance on party surveys and
exit polls and felt it was time th-
ey started trusting their political
instincts. So what does Verdict
2004 signify?
B Smart alliances work, irresp-
ective of who cobbles them: Co-
mplacent that the NDA would
get amajority with its nine allies
and consolidate its position later,
courtesy new friends, the BJP
had jettisoned two reliable team-
mates: the DMK and its consti-
tuents, including the PMK and
the MDMK, and the Indian Na-
tional Lok Dal. The result was a
wipeout in Tamil Nadu and one
seat in Haryana.

The Congress, on the other
hand, did not allow the memo-
ries of Rajiv Gandhi’s assassina-
tion, the LTTE and the DMK
“link” and the Jain Commission
report to cloud its political im-
peratives. It cemented a coaliti-
on with the DMK and the Left in
Tamil Nadu, a state which elud-
ed its grasp for decades. The al-
liance worked and resulted in a
complete sweep.

The BJP made the mistake of
rebuffing the Asom Gana Pari-
shad in the knowledge that it had
emerged as the “antij-Congress”
pole in Assam. The AGP belied
the claim by picking up more se-
ats than the Congress.

In Maharashtra, the alliance
with the Nationalist Congress
Party came in handy in offset-
ting the anti-incumbency senti-
ment against the Sushil Kumar
Shinde government.

The other states where allian-
ces came in handy for the Con-
gress were Bihar — though the
Rashtriya Janata Dal ladled out
only four seats — and Jhark-
hand, where the Congress-RJD-
JMM combine swept the polls.

In Uttar Pradesh, however,

the BJP cut its losses by ensuri-
ng that the Congress did not tie
up with either the Samajwadi
Party or the Bahujan Samaj
Party.

In Karnataka, had the Congr-
ess teamed up with H.D. Deve Go-
wda’s Janata Dal (Secular), the
story might have been different.
B Failure of the India Shining
and “feel-good” campaign: The
India Shining campaign may
have been one of the most glitzy
publicity exercises after the Con-
gress campaign of 1984. While
the latter — which conjured up
images of anIndia “under siege”
after Indira Gandhi’s assassina-
tion — worked wonders for the
Congress, India Shining burnt
itself out after a few flickers.

Even BJP strategist Pramod
Mahajan said he decided halfw-
ay to pull out the campaign once
he gauged the extent of what he
said was “middle-class anger”.

The middle-class was put off
by the perception that the gov-
ernment had allegedly poured
crores of taxpayers’ money into
the campaign. In rural areas, the
“feel-good” catchline was the
butt of jokes among people for
whom basic amenities like elec-
tricity, water and roads were a
distant dream.

The idea behind the cam-
paign, BJP strategists said, was
to fuel the “aspirations and am-
bitions” of the poor and the mar-
ginalised classes.

B Anti-incumbency: It is diffi-
cult to assess the extent to which
the anti-incumbency factor oper-
ated because there is no general
pattern. In Andhra Pradesh, N.
Chandrababu Naidu was handi-
capped by the double baggage of
his own nine-year rule and the
five-year NDA regime. It swept

“his party and the BJP out.

InKarnataka, S.M. Krishna’s
government brought about his
own downfall and that of his
party, the Congress, in the As-
sembly and Lok Sabha polls to
the BJP’s advantage. In Maha-
rashtra, on the other hand, the
Congress-NCP could stave off a
far greater anti-incumbency dis-
advantage through a pre-poll co-
alition, which checked the BJP-
Shiv Sena’s march.

In Punjab, chief minister
Amarinder Singh had to pay a
price for his alleged high-hand-
edness against the Akali Dal.

Andhra augury

for Delhi feat

K. SUBRAHMANYA

New Delhi, May 13: Until three
days ago, the Congress, buoyed
by its allies, was merely hoping
to substantially improve its tally
in the 14th Lok Sabha. All that
changed on Tuesday afternoon.

The Congress tasted blood af-
ter the landslide victory in And-
hra Pradesh. It sensed a distinct
chance of upsetting the NDA.

The resounding verdict aga-
inst the Telugu Desam. party
leaders interpreted, could reflect
not just the anti-incumbency
sentiment against Chandrababu
Naidu’s government but also the
NDA regime. More so, as the Vaj-
payee card that Naidu played did
not rescue his government. The
party’s apex poll strategy com-
mittee chaired by Sonia Gandhi
described the Andhra verdict as
a “three-in-one victory”.

Yet, thev could not have ex-
pected a clear verdict to form a
government with its allies and
the Left parties. Party leaders
were pleasantly surprised as the
results blinked on the EVMs thr-
ough the day.

First and foremost, the unex-
pected clear verdict, which be-
lied projections of a hung Parlia-
ment, was attributed to “people’s
resentment” against the BJP-led
government’s policies.

“People of India have reject-
ed the BJP-led NDA government.
It is a clear disapproval of the
NDA government's communal
politics,” said party general sec-
retary Ambika Soni. The im-
proved Congress tally in Gujarat
-- 12 of the 26 seats -— mirrored
the anti-communal nature of the
verdict, she said.

Soni felt the voters did not ac-
cept the way the NDA sought to
project a “feel-good” image of its
government and the India Shin-
ing campaign. The Congress was
successful in its campaign to
counter the NDA propaganda by
highlighting the ruling allian
ce’s negiect of the agricultural
sector and the growing problem
of rural and urban unemploy-
ment, she said.

Sonia’s political secretarv
Ahmed Patel attributed the stun-
ning verdict agains® the NDA to
the “arrogant™ conduct of its
leaders.

However. neither Scni nor
Patel only biame the NDA'S

ures for the outcome. They gave
credit to Sonia’s “decisive”
leadership in the run-up to the
elections.

“Ever since the Shimla brain-
storming session last July, the
Congress president worked on
forming strong strategic and sec-
ular allies with the objective of
defeating the BJP-led alliances.
Our alliances have made all the
difference in the overwhelming
mandate in states like Andhra
and Tamil Nadu,” said a party
functionary.

But the most crucial aspect,

Sonia greets the media at her
residence in Delhi. (Reuters)

sald general secretary QOscar
Fernandes. has beent Sonia’s
campaigning, She single-hand-
edly took on the responsibility of
boosting the movale of party wo-
rkers by travetiivig across the co-
untry by road sin
ber. She was the sole s

paigner for the party he said.

The euphoria could not dis-
miss the gloom of wome setba-
cks. Party functionaries expres-
sed concern that the anti-incum:
bency against the NDA did not
work in party-ruled srates like
Karnataka, Kerala, Punjab and
Maharashtra. “We are disappoi-
nted with our performance in th-
ese states,” said Soni.

There is a feeling that the res-
ults in Karnataka could have be-
en different had the party explor-
ed an alliance with H.D. Deve
Gowda'’s Janata Dal (Secular).

Swords out in BIP,

aidu prime target

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, May 13: The very
day the Telugu Desam-BJP com-
bine was voted out in Andhra
Pradesh, the blame game had
started at the BJP headquarters.

Although the party did not
have much at stake in the Assem-
bly elections, the more percep-
tive minds saw what was com-
ing: Andhra could be repeated
many times over.

So who is the culprit?

Heading the casualty list is
party chief M. Venkaiah Naidu.
In retrospect, his decision to ton-
sure his head and shave off his
moustache at the Tirupati tem-
ple, a day before the Andhra re-
sults were declared, was ill
timed. The buzz in the party is:
“Sar munda ke, olay pade” (He
shaved his head, then the hail-
stones fell.)

There is a murmur of how
Naidu allowed himself and the
BJP to be “swept away” by the
hype generated by its victories
in the three Assembly elections
last year. It is an open secret that
Atal Bihari Vajpayee was not in-
terested in advancing the Lok
Sabha polls as he wanted to
carry forward his Pakistan
peace initiative.

But Naidu and the propo-
nents of an early poll persuaded
him to accept their argument.
They said by September — when
the polls were due— the “anti-in-
cumbency” factor might undo
whatever positive achievements
the government had to speak of
and the BJP might lose the ad-
vantage it had gained in Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Chhat-
tisgarh.

In his defence, Naidu's sup-
porters say he “energised” the
cadre after the “lacklustre” spell
of his predecessors, Kushabhau

Thakre and K. Jana Krishna-
murthi. But his detractors ask
what happened to their “ener-
gies” in states like Gujarat, De-
1hi, Himachal Pradesh and Uttar
Pradesh where the party has se-
en its worst-ever performance
since 19967

Naidy has secured a second
term as president but it has to be
endorsed by the party’s national
council, scheduled tobe held ina
couple of months. The BJP had
hoped to convert it into a “mas-
sive victory celebration” but
that is not to be, at least not for
Naidu, who might find his job on
the line. With Vajpayee ready to
become leader of the Opposi-
tion, speculation has already
begun onL.K. Advani’sreturnas
head of the party to rev it up for
the electoral battles ahead.

The other factor that goes
against Naidu is that he was al-
legedly instrumental in pushing
through the alliance with the
Desam in Andhra against the
state unit’s wishes. The terms
and conditions of the alliance,

UNDER FIRE

(Clockwise) Venkaiah,
Mahajan, Modi, Jaitley

sources say, were dictated entire-
ly by the Desam. The feeling is
that the BJP’s potential, in what
sources claimed was a “high-gr-
owth” area, was thwarted by the
alliance.

Casualty number two could
be Pramod Mahajan and the
school of politics he typifies
which, the sources maintain, is
miles removed from the ground
realities. “His laptop computers,
surveys and micro-management
may have worked miracles in Ra-
jasthan, but look what happened
in Uttar Pradesh,” says a former
MP

In Maharashtra, Mahajan’s
home turf, the BJP could not re-
peat its 1999 success despite its
perception that there was a “hu-
ge” anti-incumbency sentiment
against the Sushil Kumar
Shinde government.

Sources close to Mahajan,
however, say he was brought into
Uttar Pradesh barely a month
before the elections and it took
him some time to grasp the
“complexities” of the state. By
the time he got down to working
out strategies, they say, it was too
late. The sources also maintain
that unlike Rajasthan, where his
writ prevailed over the state
unit, the Uttar Pradesh leaders
held their own against Mahajan.

The third casualty could be
Narendra Modi, prided as the
BJP’s Hindutva mascot. The last
thing the party was prepared for
was a loss of 12 seats in Gujarat,
which returned it to power in the
state with alandslide verdict less
than two years ago. Sources say
the debacle might fuel the incipi-
ent rebellion within the state
BJP against Modi.

Others on the less-favoured
list include Kalyan Singh and
Rajnath Singh. Both were expe-
cted to send the BJP’s Uttar Pr-
adesh tally soaring to 40-plus.

Rahul
set for
Rajiv
encore

RASEEED KIDWAI

New DelhiMay 13: Rahul Ga-
ndhi is nowgoing to focus on Ut-
tar Pradest Like father Rajiv
Gandhi on 1is political debut,
Rahul is all et to be made party
general secetary in charge of
the country’ most populous and
politically sinificant state.

In Soniabandhi’s scheme of
things, the Tttar Pradesh Con-
gress unit wll be divided betw-
een four “wrking presidents”
instead of h#7ing one customary
head. These vorking presidents
will directly feport to Rahul.

In additi{n, as a member of
Parliament, Rahul will be in the
Lok Sabha toprovide “moral su-
pport” to Solia in case she goes
on to becomePrime Minister.

It is, however, unclear how
younger siste Priyanka will ma-
ke a formal pilitical entry. Fami-
ly retainer Sitish Sharma’s de-
feat in Sultafpur has come as a
mild shock bicause he had been
asking votersto support him as
he was keeping the seat warm
for Priyanka.

10 Janpathinsiders said Rah-
ul’s public face and Priyanka’s
behind-the-scenes role as Sonia’s
“closest adviser” was part of a
well thought out strategy and
will continue to be in operation
for some more time. As an insid-
er said, “Let us not forget that
the arrangements have been
worked out as part of a design.
Rahul could not have been a suc-
cess without Priyanka’s encour-
agement and support. The three
are close friends in addition to
being family”

While Congress workers are

keen to see Priyanka assume a
more active and direct role, 10 Ja-
npath is not in a tearing hurry
because she has a “more impor-
tant task” of bringing up two yo-
ung children. Politics, being.a
punishing assignment, can wait,
they argue.

In the Congress, Rahul’s sto-
ck has gone up manifold. He is
seen as an ultimate power centre
now. In fact; a Rahul “coterie”
has emerged, consisting of Jair-

Priyanka Gandhi attends the counting of vo

am Ramesh, Salman Khurs..
Sam Pitroda and Vincent Geés_
rge, who are calling shots in the
party on all crucial matters.
Rahul’s Uttar Pradesh task is
not without significance. The le-
adership is conscious about gro-
oming him for the future and the
heartland state is seen as the be-
st battleground. Congress
workers are convinced that if
‘the party has to regain its prima-
¢y in national politics, it mustre-

Rae Bareli on Thursday. (AFP)

gain lost ground in Uttar Prad-
esh that sends 80 MPs to the Lok

ha

areitembly polis in the state
which guled for February 2007,
apply him\%a;llﬂ ample time to
isone challergpd get results. It
mar the party Cat can make or
are somehow conss workers
only Rahul can delived that
against a resurgent Samifted
Party, the BSP and the BJP. i
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IF INDIAN GENERAL elections are one of the
wonders of the world, the country’s 670 million
voters come close. Without losing their head in
any way, refusing to be fooled by grandiose slo-
gans, keeping their eye on issues that matter —
above all, livelihood and national unity — more
than 350 million of them who turned out to vote
have produced a big upset. In fact, this is the
first general election since 1977 that has upset
every electoral calculation and poll prediction.
No pollster or party leader of any significance
allowed for a verdict in which the Congress, not
the Bharatiya Janata Party, would emerge as the
single largest party in the 14th Lok Sabha. No-
body could foresee the Congress-led alliance
ehding up 30 seats ahead of the BJP-led com-
bine. Nobody could predict the significant in-
crease in the weight of the Left in national
politics, with more than 60 seats in a 543-mem-
ber Lok Sabha and, given these numbers, qual-
itatively well placed to influence the economic,
political and foreign policies of the new
Government.

Of the two largest national players, the party
that once ruled India without much challenge
has performed above expectation everywhere —
with the exception of Left-swept Kerala where,
for the first time since Independence, the Con-
gress has the mortification of not winning a sin-
gle Lok Sabha constituency in a general
election. The BJP has done well in its traditional
strongholds of Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh; slipped a little (along with its
hard-core ally, the Shiv Sena) in Maharashtra;
and made substantial inroads in Karnataka. Its
bliggest losses have come in Uttar Pradesh, Bi-
har, Jharkhand, Delhi, Haryana — and Gujarat.
Some of its heavyweight Cabinet Ministers have
been humbled, among them Murli Manohar
Joshi, Yashwant Sinha and Sahib Singh Verma
(not to mention the Speaker in the last Lok Sab-
ha, the Shiv Sena’s Manohar joshi).

Contrary to opinion and even exit poll find-
ings, the BJP has not fared significantly better
than its allies. Over the past decade and a half,
the BJP advanced on the national stage partly
through raising its vote share incrementally, but
even more through its success in striking alli-
ances in every region with parties big and small.
This contrasted with the conspicuous failure of
the Congress to break out of its shell and find
effective allies within the secular camp. This
time, three of the BJP’s senior partners in key
States have suffered a spectacular debacle —
Jayalalithaa’s All India Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam in Tamil Nadu, Chandrababu Nai-
du’s Telugu Desam Party in Andhra Pradesh,
and Mamata Banerjee’s Nationalist Trinamool
Congress in West Bengal. A critical ally, the Ja-
nata Dal (United), fared poorly in Bihar. The
impressive performance of two allies, the Biju
Janata Dal in Orissa and the Shiromani Akali Dal
in Punjab, cannot compensate for the flopping
of the alliance factor in the big States of the
South and the East. The other side of the coin is
that the Congress’ key alliances have clicked —
in Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Jhark-
fland, and Maharashtra — to put the formation
elearly in the lead over its national rival. There is
yet another feature of Verdict 2004 that needs to
be noted; this is the unhesitating verdict given
by the people in favour of the Left in its strong-
hold States — Kerala, West Bengal, and Tripura
4+ in preference to both the Congress and the
National Democratic Alliance. The significance
of this outcome within an outcome for national
ﬁolitics clearly exceeds the numbers involved.

y Starting with an editorial in this newspaper,

there has been an interesting debate on what
it
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constitutional rules of the game the Pr951den
must apply to the identification and appoint-
ment of a Prime Minister in a hung Lok Sabha.
The biggest upset of this election is that there is
no hung Parliament except in the most super-
ficial technical sense. The Congress and its allies
as a pre-election formation and the Left parties
together constitute a majority in the 14th Lok
Sabha. There is a good prospect of bringing in
another major secular force, the Samajwadi Par-
ty, which has performed exceedingly well in Ut-
tar Pradesh. This means that the new
Government in New Delhi will enjoy the confi-
dence of more than 310 MPs, something that the
first round of opinion polls predicted for the
BJP-led formation! This means a stable Govern-
ment that can complete its term and function on
the basis of a common minimum programme,
which has to be negotiated after a thorough dis-
cussion among all the parties that participate in
and support the new secular and democratic
dispensation. What is clear is that this Govern-
ment can be led only by the Congress and, given
the announced stand of the Left and virtually all
the parties in the Congress-led alliance, Sonia
Gandhi has the Prime Ministership unless, for
some reason, she chooses to turn it down.

What is the political meaning of Verdict 2004?
It is clearly a vote against the NDA’s policies —
its highly divisive policies pursued most vicious-
ly in Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh and also in the
educational arena. The much-hyped Vajpayee
factor, which was supposed to render the gener-
al election into a one horse race, failed to deliver.
The campaign against Sonia Gandhi’s foreign
origins clearly backfired, as did the highly per-
sonalised attacks witnessed from the likes of Na-
rendra Modi and Ms. Jayalalithaa. “India
Shining” must be given an award for the worst
advertising campaign of the last five years: by
seeming to mock the deprivations of the mass of
voters in rural as well as urban areas, it opened
up a huge credibility gap for the ruling party. In
the final analysis, this election was lost by the
BJP and its allies — and also by the Congress
where it faced the Left — on mass livelihood
issues.

What kind of policies can we expect from the
new Congress-led dispensation? Reform — in
the sense of improving the rules of the economic
game and removing inefficiencies and road-
blocks to economic development — must be
persevered with. The Congress and the Commu-
nist parties have profound differences on eco-
nomic issues. It is obvious that the policies of the
new Government cannot and will not be the
Left’s policies. The point is that a one-sided pol-
icy of economic liberalisation and globalisation
without factoring in the livelihood concerns of
the masses of working people in both town and
countryside will not be viable for both socio-
economic and political reasons — something
that the authors of the “India Shining” campaign
and its regional variants failed to comprehend.
On the domestic front, the first thing the new
Government must do is to have Parliament re-
peal the notorious Prevention of Terrorism Act,
which virtually all the alliance partners are com-
mitted to repealing. On the foreign policy front,
while good initiatives such as the détente Prime
Minister Vajpayee attempted with Pakistan and
deepening relations with China must be built
upon, corrections need to be made on distor-
tions that have crept into official policies on Iraq
and Palestine-Israel. The real meaning of India
Shining lies in the democratic, progressive and
silent way in which hundreds of millions of peo-
ple have brought about the biggest political up-
set of recent times.
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“CEO told to enforce
two-wheeler curb

az;,_ sman News Service

KOLKATA, May 9. — The Election
Commission this afternoon sent a
message to the CEO stating that its
restriction on two-wheelers should
be strictly enforced.

The state’s liberal interpretation
of the EC’s directives had upset the
special observer, Mr  Afzal
Amanuliah, and forced him to write
to the EC stating that it was a “’ bla-
tant violation” of the Commission’s
order by the state administration
and a “gross mockery” of democra-
cy.

yWhen asked about the state’s
interpretation, the special observer
refused to make any comment.

The directive required the state to
impose “reasonable restrictions” on
plying of two-wheelers for the 48-
hour period beginning 5 p.m. this
afternoon till 5 p.m. on Monday,
when the polls close.

Left to interpret the EC’s direc-
tive, the state government chose to
allow convoys of four motor-cycles
to ply during the period of reason-
able restrictions”.

The letter added that the EC’s
order follows a demand by non-Left

THE STATESMAN

parties for a ban on two wheelers as
they are used by some parties to
intimidate voters.

A complaint has reached the
CEO’s office from Mr Nitish
Sengupta, Trinamul Congress candi-
date from Contai, that hooligans are
already using motorcade to intimi-
date voters., -

The CEO said today that both in
Kolkata and the districts the police
have been asked to be more vigilant
to ensure compliance of the EC’s
order restricting the movement of
motorcycles.

Meanwhile, the chief secretary
and the home secretary yesterday
briefed all district magistrates about
the state’s interpretation of the EC’s
directives.

They, along with the CEO,
reviewed the state’s poll prepared-
ness and the law and order situation.

For the first time, Air Force per-
sonnel have been deployed for sur-
veillance in the PW, MCC infested
districts. Today, an Air Force heli-
copter was used for dropping police
and polling personnel in the PW and
MCC infested areas at seven points
in Purulia, Bankura and West
Midnapore districts.

The CEO was instructed by the

EC to take stringent measures, ever
suspending polling personnel or pre-
siding officer, in case of dereliction
of duty.

If returning officers ignore com-
plaints of booth jamming or derelic-
tion of duty on the part of polling
personnel or presiding officers,
observers have been told to straight-
away complain to the EC or CEO.

The CEO said about 180 compa-
nies of central para military force
were deployed in the sensitive
polling stations.

Moreover, nine companies of
state Armed Forces have arrived
from Chattisgarh and Orissa,
besides 14,000 home guards from
Orissa and Bihar. About 730 polling
personnel from Assam, Jharkhand,
Bihar would be deployed in Cooch
Behar, Durgapur, Arambagh and
Panskura. He said all polling person-
nel have reached the polling sta-
tions.

In all, 4,74, 35, 674 voters will
exercise their franchise in 48,775
polling stations all over the state.
This year there are about 355 candi-
dates, 34 of whom are women.

The chief secretary asked all DMs
to set up mobile medical units near
polling booths.

10 MAY 200
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JD president Laloo
R Prasad Yadav on Mon-

day suffered a major
setback when the Election
Commission countermanded
election in the Chhapra Lok
Sabha constituency where he
was pitted against Union divil
aviation minister Rajiv Pratap
Rudy. And if Mr Yadav fails to
wrest the Madhepura seat —
the second constituency he is
contesting — from Sharad Ya-
dav, he will be &
forced to watch
the  govemn-
ment formation
game from the
margins

Citing large-
scale and
“silent” booth-
capturing, inad-
equate deploy-
ment of the
Central para-
military forces,
massive mob vi-
olence that not
only affected
the pollbut alsoinstilled a sense
of fear among the voters, with
the connivance of polling per-
sonnel as the grounds, the EC
exercised its powers under Ar-
ticle 324 of the Constitution as
well as Sections 58(A)(2),
58(2) and 135A of the Repre-
sentation of Peoples’ Act to de-
clare the April 26 poll in all As-
sembly segments in Chhapra as
null and void. Deputy election
commissioner A.N. Jha told
newspersons that polling for
the entire constituency would
be held afresh on May 31 under
strict security arrangements to
be detailed in a separate order
shortly.

With the odds being against
Mr Laloo Yadav’s getting elect-
ed from Madhepura, the delay-
ing of polls in Chhapra could

- ECasks for

LALOO: PoLL REWIND

\§

lay

re

hhapra

margmahse his position as a
kmgmaker in the event of a
hung Parliament. An angry
Laloo Yadav on Monday almost
conceded his apprehensions
about a victory in Madhepura
when he reacted against the EC
order alleging that “they donot
want to see me in the Lok Sab-
ha.” However, he maintained
that the countermanding of
poll in Chhapra would not af-
fect the result, which he claims
would go in his favour.

“Let them bring in an army
10 conduct the elections. Even
then, it will
B make no dif-
ference to the
result... T was
winning then
and I will win
again,” he said.
His opponent,
BJP's  Rajiv
Pratap Rudy,
however, wel-
comed the EC
order asa “vic-
| tory for
democracy.”

In its order
declaring the
electionin all polling stations of
Chhapra as null and void, the
Election Commission has cited
the report of its two-member
team that visited the con-
stituency on May 2 and 3, apart
from the inputs it received from
the returning officer and the
election observers, to detail the
massive irregularities commit-
ted on polling day.

“There were no proper and
adequate security arrange-
ments for maintaining a peace-
ful atmosphere in the con-
stituency... the police forces
were found by the observers
sleeping in Police Lines await-
ing deployment till the mid-day
on the date of poll... the miscre-
ants had an unobstructed field-
day to capture the booths,” the
Commission said in its order.

The Economie Time
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AN

he last leg of the general

I elections covers 16 states

and Union territories

and accounts for 182 seats, the

largest chunk in the four-phased
marathon.

Of the seats going to polls on
Monday, the NDA holds 83 seats,
the Congress and allies 51, the
Left 39, the Samajwadi Party
three and others six. But a cru-
cial fact behind the figures have
changed — the DMK, which was
with the BJP last time, is now
with the Congress. A look at the
key states:

Tamil Nadu

Thirty-nine seats in the state and
one in Pondicherry give their
verdict. In 1999, these 40 seats
had proved the pollsters’ night-
mare. In Tamil Nadu, the DMK
held 12 seats, the ADMK 11, the
PMK five, the MDMK four, the
BJP four, the Congress two and
the CPM ane. The Pondicherry
seat is held by the Congress.
Jayalalithaa has teamed up
with the BJP and all other par-
ties are with the DMK. The
DMK-led Democratic Progres-
sive Alliance is a formidable
combination — all the parties to-
gether had a 57.73 per cent vote
share in 1999. The vote share of
the ADMK and the BJP in the
last election was about 33 per
cent. This, together with strong
anti-incumbency, could point to
a sweep by the DMK-led front.
But a small swing in votes to-
wards the ADMK could help it
pick up some seats.
Seats to watch: Mayiladuthu-
rai, where Mani Shankar Aiyar
is contesting; Sivaganga, the seat.
of P.Chidambaram.

Bengal

Bengal’s 42 Lok Sabha seats go
to the polls on Monday. In 1999,
the Left Front’s tally was 29 of
which the CPM had 22, the RSP
three, the Forward Bloc two and
the CPI two. On the other side,
Trinamul Congress has eight se-
ats, the BJP two and the Con-
gress three.

Election 2004 may be a con-
test between A.B. Vajpayee and

Sonia Gandhi in the rest of the: .
country, but the CPM is hoping— =" :
anti-incumbency against the}

that the performance of Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee will help
it wrest at least two seats in Cal-
cutta. Mamata Banerjee’s Trina-
mul is counting on what it per-
ceives as an undercurrent of

Kangra

sHamirpur

UTTAR PRADESH
@ 8ijnor
 #Amroha

. Moradabad
aRampur

i .%Sambhal

- % Budaun

* %Aonia
eBareilly

_ oPilibhit

. WShahjahanpur

Khurja

Bhattacharjee government.
The Congress is banking on

five seats in Muslim-dominated
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@Seats held by BIP & allies in 1999
MSeats held by Cong & allies in 1999
#Seats held by BSP in 1999
+Seats held by Samajwadi in 1999

_ OSeats held by Left in 1999

a morale-booster in Darjeeling
after GNLF chief Subhas Ghis-
ingh announced his suppott.

Seat to watch: Jangipur, where

Murshidabad, Malda and North} Pranab Mukherjee is trying to

Dinajpur districts. The party got

beat his election jinx.

lklvttark Pradesh |

The BJP will attempt to cons-
olidate the slight lead it gai-
ned in the last round when the
remaining 18 seats in Uttar

TAMILNADU @ WEST BENGAL
sMadras North .Cooch Behar

| eMadras Central | S Alipurduar
sMadras South | oJalpaiquri
sSriperumbudur | oDarjesling
sChengalpatiu sRaiganj
sArakkonam OBalurghat
eVgliore uMalda
eTiruppatiur QJangipur
eVandavasi OMurshidabad
oTindivanam mBehrampore
eCuddalors «Krishnagar
eChidambaram eNabadwip
eDharmapur eBarasat
eKrishnagiri OBasirnat
‘mAasipuram “Odoynagar v
mSalem OMathurapur
eTiruchengode ©Diamond Harbour
~eNilgiris ' ‘wJadavpur

Gobichettipalayam!| OBarrackpore

eCoimbatore . | eDumBbum -

-1 ePallachi eCalcutta Northwest

| mPalani eCalcutta Northeast
nDindigul oCalcutia South
OMadurai QHowrah

| oUluberla
eSarampore
OHooghly
OArambagh
OPanskura
OTamluk
sContai
©Midnapore
OJhargram
OPurufia
OBankura
QVishnupur
©Durgapur
OAsansol
©OBurdwan
OKatwa
OBolpur

1 OBirbhum

w8ilchar

CHANDIGARH
mChandigarh

JAMMU &
KASHMIR
Ladakh

wPondicherry

wLakshadweep

. & Sikkim

"
e Tiruchirapall
wPerambalur
- wMayiladuthural
siagapattinam
| sThanjavar
dukkottal

KERALA
OKagaraged
©Cannanare
OBddagara

wlrichur
aMukundapuram

£

midukki

mAlleppey
wMavelikara

wmAdoar

oQuilen

Chirayinkil
mihiruvananthapuram

UTTARANCHAL
e Tehri Garhwal
eGarhwal
eAlmora
mNainital

& eHardwar

eGurdaspur:
wAmritsar
eTarn Taran
wJjalandhar
wPhilldur
mHoshiarpur
mRopar
mPatiala

mi ydhiana
mSangrur
mBhatinda

| mFaridkot
oFirozeplr 4 65

HARYANA
eAmbala
~oKurukshetra
eKarnal
eSonepat
oHohtak
eFaridabad

1 eMahendragarh
| eBhiwani

Pradesh go to polls.

The seats are spread over
the west and the Rohilkhand
region. In 1999, the BJP had
picked up just four although
both areas were considered its

strongholds after 1991. This
time, the party has to reckon
with the formidable alliance
forged by the Samajwadi Party
and the Ajit Singh-led Rashtriya
Lok Dal.

.. Big bite in last lunge at pie

Seats to watch: Bulandshahr, ,
where Kalyan Singh is in the :
fray; Pilibhit, where Maneka :
Gandbhi is contesting for the first
time under the BJP banner. ‘

Madhya Pradesh |

For the Congress, things cannot |
get worse. Out of the last 17 seats :
voting, the Congress is confident !
of only two. After the second ro- |
und, the party appeared to be in |
the fight in at least 12 seats but !
the central leadership took no |
notice. No senior leader cam- |
paigned and there was an acute |
resource crunch.
Seat to watch: Rajgarh, where

Digvijay Singh’s brother Lax--
man Singh is contesting as the

BJP nominee. j

Kerala f

The Congress-led United Dem‘-J
ocratic Front has the edge over.
the Left Democratic Front. As;
the two fronts have a thin votey
margin between them, a minor
swing can cause a difference
in seats. Exit polls have gal-
vanised the Congress. The Left
has been caught in a bind trying ;
to explain its ties with the
Congress.

Seat to watch: Thiruvanantha- :
puram, where Union minister O. ;
Rajagopal is trying hisluck.

Delhi

Another make-or-mar state for’
the NDA. The BJP holds all.
seven seats at present. But the:
Congress could benefit from they
goodwill for Sheila Dixit.
Seat to watch: Chandni Chowk,
where good bahu Smriti Irani
takes on legal eagle Kapil Sibal. &

Punjab

A close contest in most of the 13
seats with the Shiromani Akali
Dal-BJP alliance enjoying a thin
edge, thanks mainly to anti-in-
cumbency.

Seat to watch: Amritsar, where
Navijot Singh Sidhu is making
his debut.

Haryana

The Indian National Lok Dal is
facing anti-incumbency as the
state’s 10 seats vote. Another,
handicap for the ruling party i
that it is no longer in alliance,
with the BJP In 1999, the twoa
were allies and, helped by,I
Kargil, had bagged five sealt:s‘,J
each. This time, it is a win-wi
situation for the Congress.
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g Sghlté to Ratnamala
More such poll observers needed

atnamala Rawla, Election Commission observer for
sansol Lok Sabha seat, has our compliments for order-
ing arrest of five polling officials of a polling booth in Jamu-
ria for indulging in false voting. As an honest poli observer
she did her duty justly and fearlessly, when she found Bijoya
Baidyakar with her voter’s identity card in hand crying out-
side a booth for not being allowed to enter and vote. Some-
one else had already cast her vote, presumably by false iden-
tification papers. The NVF guard on duty also confirmed
that the presiding officer, an LIC branch manager, had col-
luded with the booth’s polling party to ensure false voting,
Ratnamala suspended polling. She was within her right to do
so, despite Biman Bose, CP1-M politburo member and Left
Front chairman singling her out by name and threatening
poll observers like her would be “caught by the scruff of their
neck and thrown out of polling booths and politically
conscious voters would drag them to the nearest police
station”. Her name figured among six EC observers against
whom the CPI-M had complained to the CEC, “crossing
their jurisdiction”. Biman had also used choice epithets for
Ratnamala being an over zealous observer. Yet on election
day she did her duty conscientiously without getting un-
nerved by Marxist threats. Our comptiments!

The dubious role of poliing staff in encouraging false
voting has raised doubts about fairness of successive elec-
tions in West Bengal. The Statesman on eléction day carried
several reports of how genuine voters with voter’s identity
cards were not allowed to vote in three Kolkata parlia-
mentary constituencies and also disallowed from casting
tender votes. When voters like Ashis Das of 45 Shyamabazar
Street tried to exercise their franchise Marxist hoodlums
following Biman’s directive, caught them by the scruff of
their neck and threw them out of polling booths. No help was
forthcoming from the state CEO’s help-line. Polling could
have been free and fair if other observers did their duty
conscientiously like Ratnamala. But it needs courage and
conviction which seemingly are in short supply.

THE Hpy
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“In Puhjab

.

In Haryana, it is
advantage
Congress, but in
Punjab, the party is
likely to be
at the receiving
end, says
Yogendra Yadav

1l the NDA manage to

offset its sure losses

from Haryana with the

help of possible gains in
Punjab? Or, will the Congress turn
the multi-cornered contest in Harya-
na to its advantage to offset losses in
Punjab? This must be the question
that occupies the strategists of the
two leading formations as they head
for the final round of polling. Once a
part of the undivided Punjab, both
these States have followed a political
trajectory that is quite independent
of each other. But there is one thing
common to the electoral contest in
both these states. The ruling parties
in both the States find themselves up
against the wall, with indications
that the swing factor as well as the
alliance effect is working to their
disadvantage.

Last time the Indian National Lok
Dal (INLD) and the BJP combine
swept the Lok Sabha polls by win-
ning all the 10 Lok Sabha seats in
Haryana. Both the parties won five
seats each, as the BJP had managed
to secure a better deal in the alliance
than its ground strength indicated.
This time both the parties have only
losses to look forward to as they face
the electorate separately. The rela-
tions between the two allies were
never smooth but the final break-up
happened before the Lok Sabha elec-
tions when the State BJP unit felt, re-
portedly against the advice of the
party’s central leadership, that it
could improve its long-term electo-
ral prospects by contesting on its
own. No doubt, the BJP has gained
some support in the State but has
not quite outgrown its image of a
party of the urban traders and im-
migrants from Punjab. This cruetl re-
alisation is beginning to dawn upon
the party’s leadership as it finds itself
in a tight corner in the electoral con-
test. The BJP should be happy to se-
cure a couple of seats in the State,
though its tally could be reduced to a
nought in the worst-case scenario.

The ruling INLD anpears to be at
the receiving end of a strong anti-
incumbency backlash. Unlike most
other States, this sentiment does not
seem to be driven by a perception of
non-performance on the develop-
mental front. In relative terms the
performance of the Government on
the routine developmental and civic
amenities front is not seen to be
worse than its predecessors. What is
really driving the voters away from
the ruling party is the autocratic
manner in which Mr. Chautala and
his sons have ruled the State. There
is scant regard for democratic norms
and procedures, whether in the legis-

)V

Punjab
(1999
Lok Sabha)

1. Gurdaspur
2. Amiritsar
-3 Tam Taran

4. Jullundar
5. Phillar (8C)
6. Hoshiarpur

e |

7. Ropar (SC)
8. Patiala

9. Ludhiana ..
10.._Sangrur

11. Bhatinda (5C)
12. Fandkol

13. Firozepur
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(Congress+ (3seats) [l SAD (Mann)
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Akali disunity benefited the Congress in 1999

ana, ;\Iing parties up against

~ {1seay

Congress

Shiromani
Akali Dal (Badal)

sADM) | O

Lok Sabha elections Assembly
ﬂr- = elections
1996 1998 2002

Party | —
,- Sealy | Votes (%)

i

BIP | O

SHSAD
(Tohra)

Note: In 1996, the SAD (B) and th BSP had an alliance. The seats and votes of SAD (B} include that of its alliance
partner the BSP, which won three eats. In 1998, the Congress had an alliance with the CP4 and the CP! (M), hence
the votes for the Congress inclutiehat of its allies. In 1996, the SAD (B) had an alliance with the BJP. It had also not
contested against the Janata Dal iiJalandhar and supported one independent candidate in Phillaur. Both these allies
won their seats. The votes for SADB) include those of these two allies. In 1999, the Congress had an alliance with the
CPI and the CPI (M), hence the bops for the Congress include that of its allies. In 1999, the SAD (B), the DBSM and
the BJP had an alliance. The vosof the SAD (B) include that of the DBSM. In the 2002 Assembly elections, the
Congress and the CP! had an gliaice, hence the votes of the Congress include that of its ally. In 2002, the SAD (B),
the DBSM and the BJP had anptiince. The votes of the SAD (B) include that of the DBSM.
.

Votes (%)

Votes (%

- aigairi's"t the Congress

heteisadpp’ swing
against the Congress

.tharé is a 4 pp’ swing
against the Congress

Akalis need a4 percentage
point swing to sweep the State

018 2 pp" swing

o

*pp = percentage point v

i

Multipolar contests have produced
varying outcomes in each election

Congress | g
INLD

HVP

BJP

BSP

Note: The Indian National Lok Dal (INLD) contested as the Janala Party in 1991, the Samata Party in 1996,

the Haryana Lok Dal in 1998 and the INLD in 1999 and the 2000 Assembly elections. The Haryana Vikas Party (HVP)
and the BJP had an alliance in 1996 and 1998, The INLD and fhe BSP had an alliance in 1998.

i The BJP and the INLD had an aliance in 1998 and 2000.

Lok Sabha elections Assembly
elections
1991 1996 1998 1999 2000
Party
Seats | Vow\ (%) | Seats | Votes (%) Votes (%)| Seats | Votes (%)| Votes (%)

Graphics by Varghese Kallada

lature or within the party. Stories of
wanton display of autocratic power,
use of political power for looting
public and private resources, use of
the State police and private muscle-
men to silence critics and routine
humiliation of bureaucrats and min-
isters by the Chautala clan are the
stuff of everyday gossip in the state.

The party still enjoys considerable
support among the Jats, the largest
and the most powerful agrarian
community that accounts for one-
quarter of the State’s electorate, but

the unrest among the peasants may’

take some of that away. Besides, be-
ing too popular among the Jats 15 not
an asset in Haryana, for it fuels a
sense of caste discrimination and
consolidates other communities
against them. The INLD is conscious
of the challenge this time in view of
the Assembly elections that are due
in less than a year. Mr. Chautala is
doing everything possible, including
fielding both his sons, in this elec-
tion. Ground reports and various
polls indicate that the going may be
tough for them. In any case, the

INLD is not a party that any oppo-
nent can take lightly and is in serious
contest in half the constituencies of
the State, The Haryana Vikas Party of
Bansi Lal is also in the fray and is
hoping to take away a chunk of the
Jat votes from the INLD, but its
strength has been
reduced over the
years and it does
not appear to be in
the contest except
in a couple of
constituencies.
The Congress seems to be the big-
gest beneficiary of this four-way con-
test. Ironically the party has done
pretty little in the past four years to
deserve this gain. The faction-ridden
State Congress has witnessed ugly
battles for leadership between the
Bhajan Lal faction and the factions
led by Bhupinder Singh Hooda and
Birender Singh. Yet, despite its de-
cline in the 1990s, the Congress has
retained more than 30 per cent vote
share in the State. It is the only party
in the State that enjoys a support that
cuts across all the major castes and

communities. The last time the State
witnessed a four-cornered contest
with no major alliances was in 1991.
In that election the Congress secured
37 per cent votes, 12 points ahead of
its nearest rival, Devi Lal’s Lok Dal.
This division of votes enabled the

Congress to pick nine of the 10 seats
in the State. Assuming that the INLD
has lost votes since the last Assembly
elections, the Congress can hope to
achieve a similar division of votes,
except that the BJP may get substan-
tially more than the 10 per cent votes
it won in 1991. A swing of 4 percent-
age points, which reflects that situa-
tion, could translate into a tally of
nine seats for the Congress. The ac-
tual outcome may not be that lop-
sided due to the presence of many
heavyweight candidates. But the
Congress has a definite advantage in
Haryana.

In Punjab, the story is the reverse
of Haryana. Here the Congress is at
the receiving end of the alliance ef-
fect and the swing factor. The Con-
gress faces its traditional rival, the
Akali-BJP alliance. The last Lok Sab-
ha elections saw the same line-up,

but with a crucial
# difference.  The
Akali Dal was di-
~ vided between the
¢ official wing led

by Prakash Singh
Badal and the rebels, the SHSAD, led
by the late Gurcharan Singh Tohra.
The rebel faction did not win any
seat, but it took nearly five per cent
votes away from the SAD. That made
a crucial difference as the Congress
won nine out of the 13 seats in the
State. The Akali-BJP alliance won on-
ly three, while one seat went to Sim-
ranjit Singh Mann, representing yet
another Akali Party. If the SHSAD
had not split the Akali votes, the Aka-
li-BJP alliance would have won two
more seats.

Since then the SHSAD has merged
with Badal’s SAD and the Akali Dal-

What -

there is 1 pp* swing

- Congress needs a 4 percentage
 point swing o sweep the State

Saals |n 2004 slections

itis rapeatof
Assembly 1999

against the INLD
is2pp swng

BJP aljiance is Back to its natural
strength. The real strength of this al-
liance has been the fact that it brings
opposite social bases together. The
BJP in Punjab is the party of caste
Hindus, mostly based in the urban
centres of the State. The Akali Dal
has represented the rural Sikhs,
mainly the Jat Sikhs who are the
largest and the most powerful com-
munity in social and economic
terms. Paradoxically, the fact that the
two parties represent very different
segments of the society makes it a
very harmonious alliance, with little
incentive for any partner to poach
into each other’s territory. Earlier the
State had a distinct regional voting
pattern: the Akalis did their best in
the Malwa region while the Congress
dominated the Majha and the Doab
region. But the years of political tur-
bulence in the State have redrawn
the political geography and given the
Akalis® the same level of support
across the three regions.

The Congress is the only party that
secures a decent vote share among
all sections of society. It tends to

the wall

make up for its disadvantage among
the Jat Sikhs by securing a huge lead
among the Dalits, both Hindus and
Sikhs, who constitute about 28 per
cent of the State’s population. This is
the advantage that the Congress
pressed home in the Assembly elec-
tions of 2002 when it. successfully
dislodged the Akalis from power. The
Congress was not untouchable any
more for the vast majority of Sikhs,
as it was for many years after Oper-
ation Bluestar. The election also sig-
nalled a return to normal politics in
the State where questions of devel-
opment and interest fulfilment tak-
ing centre stage, thus displacing
questions of identity, alienation and
terrorism that dominated State poli-
tics for well over a decade.

The Akali-BJP alliance’s possible
return this time has nothing to do
with the agenda of those troubled
days. Their campaign has systemat-
ically targeted the Amarinder Singh
Government in the State for its style
of government and for ignoring the
interests of the farmers. The Govern-
ment has not helped itself by appear-
ing to pay more interest in going
after Badal and his family than in at-
tending to its routine duties. The ug-
ly and ongoing feud between the
Chief Minister and his deputy Rajin-
der Kaur Bhattal has also damaged
the Congress. The Congress has re-
tained its alliance with the two Com-
munist parties. But their ground
strength has been considerably erod-
ed during the decade of the insur-
gency. The Congress could have
benefited more with an alliance with
the BSP that has a significant pres-
ence among the Dalits of Doab re-
gion.

In the absence of any such support
the Congress faces a tough situation.
After the merger of the SHSAD, the
starting point of the race is 7:5 in fa-
vour of the Congress. A swing of 2
percentage points away from the
Congress would make it 8:4 in favour
of the Akali-BJP combine. Another
two points, a total swing of 4 per-
centage points from the 1999 Lok
Sabha elections, could give the NDA
all but one seat from the State. The
only consolation for the Congress
here is that it may make up for these
losses in the neighbouring State of
Haryana.

[The author is a Senior Fellow at
the Centre for the Study of Devel-
oping Societies (CSDS), Delhi and
Co-Director of Lokniti, a research
programme of the CSDS. This se-
ries of essays in The Hindu has
benefited from the research sup-
port, analysis and insights from
Abhay Datar at the CSDS. Unless
otherwise specified, the data pre-
sented in this series has drawn up-
on the Data Unit of the CSDS
which houses one of the largest da-
ta sets on democratic politics any-
where in the world. Himanshu
Battacharya of CSDS provided
computer support and ran special
analyses programmes for this se-
ries. The author also wishes to ac-
knowledge the inputs received
from colleagues in the Lokniti net-
work from all over the country]
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CHENNAI

There is little
comfort for the
BJP in West
Bengal as the CPI
(M)-led front
seems ready to
ward off the
challenge posed by
the Opposition
once again, writes
Yogendra Yadav

est Bengal offers little
comfort to the BJP lead-
ership, now desperately
looking for every single
additional seat in the States that go
to the polls in the final phase on May
10. The BJP and its ally, the National-
ist Trinamool Congress, won 10 Lok
Sabha seats between themselves in
the last parliamentary elections in
1999. Going by current indications,
they should be happy if the alliance
can retain these seats. No big sur-
prises are expected in this State that
accounts for 42 Lok Sabha seats.
Much of the political excitement is
about a few seats changing hands.

This is not how the trend appeared
a few years ago. The split in the West
Bengal unit of the Congress and the
formation of the Trinamool Congress
by Mamata Banerjee had given a new
sense of purpose and energy to the
anti-Left Front forces in the State.
Ms. Banerjee’s decision to enter into
an alliance with the BJP seemed to be
paying off, notwithstanding all its
complications and tensions. The alli-
ance prevented the Left Front from
reaping electoral benefits of the split
in the Opposition votes. The Trina-
mool-BJP alliance won eight seats in
its very first appearance in 1998 and
then raised the tally to 10 in the 1999
elections. This was no small achieve-
ment in West Bengal where the Op-
position tally has not touched double
digits in the last 25 years except dur-
ing the Rajiv Gandhi wave in 1984.
Slowly but surely Ms. Banerjee’s po-
litical fortunes appeared on the up-
swing. The NDA would have
definitely looked forward to major
gains in the next Lok Sabha elections
in 2004.

All this changed with the 2001 As-
sembly elections. The elections
seemed to offer the best ever chance
for the anti-Left forces in three dec-
ades. A section of the media created
an impression that the 25-year-old
Left Front regime was about to be
dislodged; opinion polls and exit
polls confirmed this impression. This
was clearly the moment of Ms. Ba-
nerjee’s glory. And then came the
election results. The Left Front coolly
walked away with yet another over-
whelming victory in its bag with a
two-thirds majority. Ms. Banerjee re-
sponded with disbelief, allegations
against the Election Commission
and a series of actions that have di-
minished her political stature and
power. These included moves in-
tended to cut to size her own col-
leagues within the party that resulted
in cutting down the support base of

West Bengal
( 1999 Lok Sabha)

N

.

"\/'/‘\.\f—\.,-x"\_

. Left Front

08. Jangipur

08. Murshidabad*

10. Berhampore

11. Krishnagar

12. Nabadwip (SC)

13. Barasat

14. Basirhat*

15. Joynagar (SC)*

16. Mathurapur (SC)
17. Diamond Harbour *

01. Coochbehar (SC)*
02. Alipurduars (ST)*
03. Jalpaiguri

04. Darjeeling

05. Raiganj

06. Balurghat (SC)*
07. Malda

Greater Calcutta

. 18.
19,
m 20.
. 21,
. 22,
23,
24.

South West

25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

{ . 31
3 South East 32,

33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42,

* Parliamentary constituencies which the Left Front never lost since 1977.
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Left is right in West Bengal once again

Left Front has dominated all elections in West Bengal since 1977

Lok Sabha seats

1977 1980 1984 1989 1991 1996

2001: Trinamool Congress + Congress)

Left Front E Nearest competitor { 1977: Congress+CPl 1980, 1984, 1989 1991, 1996 congress 1998 1998: Trinamool Congress + BJP,

- Vote share (%)

1998 1999 2001
(Assembiy)

Note: The Left Front in 1977 comprised the CPI (M), the Janata Party, the Forward Bloc and the RSP, Since 1980, the Left Front comprised the CPI (M), the CP, the Forward Bloc

and the RSP. In 1991 and 1996, the Janata Dal was also part of the Left Front. In the 2001 Assembly elections, the Left Front comprised the CPI (M), CPI, the Forward Bloc, the RSP,

the West Bengal Socialist Party, the Janata Dal (Secular), the Rashtriya Janata Dai and the RCPI (Rasik Bhatt).

1998 Lok Sabha

Congress split has helped the Left in recent elections

1999 Lok Sabha

2001 Assembly
elections

- elections elections
Jadavpur
Barrackpore

Dum Dum

Calcutta North West
Calcutta North East
Calcutta South
Howrah

Seals Seats

Leftfmm

Congress
Bip {1

Uluberia*
Serampore
Hooghly
Arambagh*
Panskura*
Tamluk

Contai
Midnapore*
Jhargram (ST)*
Purulia*
Bankura*
Vishnupur (SC)*
Durgapur (SC)*
Asansol
Burdwan*
Katwa

Bolpur*
Birbhum (5C)*

What would be 0
the result this timeif...

there is a swing of 2 percentage points against the Left Front

..there is a swing of 4 percentage points against the Left Front

..there is a swing of 2 percentage points
against Trinamool Congress + BJP

.there is a swing of 4 percentage points
against Trinamool Congress + BJP

Graphic by Varghese Kallada

the party itself. She has snapped her
short-lived and unproductive alli-
ance with the Congress in the As-
sembly elections to come back to the
BJP, but it is not the same kind of an
alliance that challenged the Left
Front.

This is not the first time the Left
Front has warded off a potential
challenge. Ever since the Left Front
changed the political landscape of
the State with its famous victory in
the 1977 elections, it has encoun-
tered many challenges. The first ma-
jor shock came in the 1984 Lok Sabha
elections when the Congress
matched the Left in terms of vote
share and picked up 16 seats, mainly
in the urban areas. But the Left Front
ensured that it remained a one-time
exception and that things were back
to normal by the 1987 Assembly elec-
tions. Besides, this was the period
when the decline of the Congress

started all over the country. The State
unit of the Congress started getting
its act together in the 1990s, only to
be thwarted by the intense factional
fighting in the party that culminated
in- the split following the 1996 Lok
Sabha elections.
Thus, despite a
fair degree of ac-
cumulated resent-
ment against the
Left Front rule,
there is little polit-
ical consolidation of the opposition
to the Left. The Left manages to se-
cure anything between 45 per cent
and 50 per cent of the votes polled,
while its main opponent tends to re-
main below 40 per cent. A lead of
about 10 percentage points is usually
encugh to give the Left Front more
than 30 of the 42 Lok Sabha seats.
The unbroken electoral success of
the Left Front across eight Parlia-

mentary and six Assembly elections
is a record unmatched in any other
State by any other party. The Con-
gress’ dominance in Maharashtra
and Karnataka pales in the face of
this enviable record. This record also
gives lie to the routine theories of an-

ti-incumbency being the natural re-
flex of the Indian voter.

While Opposition disunity has
helped the Left, it would be incorrect
to explain its dominance merely in
these terms. Underlying this amaz-
ing political record is a very astute
organisational consolidation of the
radical social transformation
brought about by the Left Front gov-
ernments in its early years. The land

reforms brought about by the Left
changed the power relations in rural
West Bengal and created a large con-
stituency of potential supporters of
the Left. The radical zeal of the Left
Front Governments has subsided
since then. The ideological clarity
and consistency
has long ago given
: way to pragma-
tism and some
. confusion. The
moral high ground
that a Left political activist used to
occupy in mainstream politics is no
longer available to them, with fre-
quent report of large-scale corrup-
tion and use of strong-arm tactics.
Yet the political legacy of those
years of transformative politics con-
tinues to survive, thanks to a meticu-
lously developed organisational
structure. The election machinery of

Advani seeks vote
for speedy
development

Lalit Shastyi
VIDISHA

The Deputy Prime Minister, LK.

Advani, today sought votes for the
Bharatiya Janata Party on the basis of
the performance of the Atal Bihari
Vajpayee Government at the Centre
and for speedy development of the
gountry.
# Mr. Advani said the people should
elect the BjP-led National Democrat-
ic Alliance back to power at the Cen-
tre to enable the country to join the
ranks of the moast developed nations
by 2020.

He was addressing a meeting here
ta salicit votes for the BJP national
general secretary, Shivraj Singh
Chauhan, who is seeking to retain his
Vidisha Lok Sabha seat. Raslier to-
day, Mr. Advani addressed rallies at
Itarsi (Hoshangabad) and Jhabua.

He said the country had made tre-
mendous progress since Mr. Vaj-
payee became the Prime Minister six
years ago. “There is no comparison
between what has been achieved un-
der the BJP-led NDA Government at
the Centre and the 45 years of Con-
gress rule since Independence.”

He said it was unfortunate that the
people had suffered the scourge of

overty and faced crises on the pow-
gr and roads front all these years

“when meost other countries, barring
those in Africa, have moved on the
fast track of development. This is
jomething that has baffled the civi-
ized world.”
.g " The BJP, at its Mumbai session in
4995, had resolved that Mr. Vajpayee
would be the Prime Minister if they
got the opportunity to form the Gov-
emment. This promise was fulfilled
in 1998 and the country had made
great strides on the development
front under Mr. Vajpayee’s leader-
ship.

“He has been the Pritiie Minister
for six years. He is still the Prime
Minister and would continue as
Prime Minister for the next five
years,” Mr, Advani asserted.

the CPI (M), or simply ‘the party’ for

Vote
share (%)

Seals 2004 slections

Trinamool |
. Congress
+BJP |

an ordinary Bengali, is one of the
most powerful organisational struc-
tures in any contemporary democra-
cy. The party units work right down
to the polling booth level with metic-
ulous planning and ruthless execu-
tion of those plans.

The awe and fear of this machine
is what invites allegations of “scien-
tific rigging” levelled very often
against the Left Front. While there is
undoubtedly some element of truth
in these allegations, and this may ex-
plains some of the unusual margins
of victory, it would be absurd to sug-
gest that the Left Front's electoral
victories can be attributed to these
malpractices, rather than a popular
mandate.

This may be a factor to keep in
mind this time since the Election
Commission is taking some very un-
usual steps to ensure free and fair
elections in the State.

Over the years, the Left Front has
created a social bloc of its supporters
that is not vulnerable to routine pulls
and pressures of electoral contesta-
tions. Short-term political issues, the
caste-community of the candidates
and various local considerations play
very little role in changing the voting
behaviour.

This social bloc is principally
based on class appeal. The poorer
the voter, the higher the vote for the
Left. The main challenge to the Left
has come from the more well off sec-
tions of society, especially in urban
Bengal. This is the section where the
Trinamool Congress secures its high-
est votes from.
~ To be sure, there is a caste-com-
munity angle to the Left vote. It does
overwhelmingly well among the Da-
lits, Adivasis and the Muslim voters,
more than their class status would
indicate. Ironically, the challenge to
the Left comes mainly from the up-
per caste bhadralok, the social group
that contributes much of the Left's
own leadership.

In regional terms, the Left has
done better in rural areas than in the
urban centres. Greater Kolkata that
accounts for seven parliamentary
seats has been one of the weakest
grounds for the Left Front and the
favourite hunting ground for Ms. Ba-
nerjee. In recent years, the Left has
paid greater attention to the urban
centres and it did improve its posi-
tion in Kolkata in the 1999 Assembly
elections. The Left has done very well
in the South West and North Bengal
regions. The South East region that
borders Bangladesh has experienced
a lot of immigration and has offered
some support to the BJP in the last
decade.

The current election is unlikely to
change these basic equations very
much. Unlike the rest of the country,
West Bengal constituencies tend to
be very stable in their political beha-
viour across elections. There are as
many as 19 constituencies that the
Left front has always won since 1977.
These do not appear under any
threat with the possible exception of
marginal constituencies such as
Midnapur and Panskura.

The Congress currently controls
three seats: Raigunj, Berhampur and
Malda. While A.B.A. Ghani Khan
Chowdhury, the grand old Cangress-
man of Malda, may face a difficult
time in Malda, the party would look
to add Darjeeling and Jangipur to its
tally. In Darjeeling, the party is sup-
ported by Shubhash Ghising’s last
minute declaration of support and in
Jangipur, Pranab Mukherjee looks
forward to cash in on the Muslim re-
sentment with the Left Front to reg-
ister his first ever victory in a Lok
Sabha election.

While Ms. Banerjee and Ajit Panja
look secure in their seats, the other
Trinamool candidates may have to
struggle to retain their seats. The BJP
cannot look forward to much gains
here, while the Trinamool hopes to
offset any losses by doing well in new
seats such as Asansol and Coochbe-
har. If the Left Front loses a couple of
percentage points votes, it might lose
a couple of seats. On the other hand,
if Ms. Banerjee’s support has de-
clined since the last Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the NDA’s tally may come
down by a few seats.

A boy at an election mesting addressed by the
Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, in Chennai on
Wednesday. — Phato: Vino John

Uniting Leftist
radicals as an
electoral force

Pratim Ranjan Bose
SILIGURI

Three decades after the naxalite movement fizzled
out, Kanu Sanyal is working on a different agenda.
Once, one of the closest aides of Charu Sanyal, the
mastermind behind the naxalite movement and the
creation of the CPI(ML), his mission now is the uni-
fication of splintered naxalite groups.

His aim is to make Leftist radicals a force in the
electoral politics of the country and Kanu Sanyal, now
officiating general secretary of the CPI{ML)}, denounc-
es those outfits which are opposed to elections - such
as People’s War and the Maoist Communist Centre —
for “practising terrorism”.

Last December, three groups — the CPIML (Unity
Initiative), CPI Union M-L and his own Communist
Organisation of India Marxist (COIM) — were merged
into the CPI M-L following long deliberations. Mr. Sa-
nyal is now in an advanced stage of negotiation with
the CPI M-L Red Flag. The latter has a presence pock-
ets of Kerala, Chattisgarh and Karnataka. “I am hope-
ful of a merger shortly,” he says adding that “the
inclusion of Red Flag would be a real boost to the
whole initiative.”

The septuagenarian Communist believes the forma-
tion of splinter groups has weakened Leftists radicals
as a viable alternative in electoral politics. Mr. Sanyal
has been in the “wanted” list for years and has re-
mained behind bars for a good part of his political life.
“I do not know the exact number of such [radical Left]
factions, but they must run over 20,” he says. While the
CPI M-L Liberation, which contesting in 70 seats in
this election, did not respond the call for merger, re-
sponses are said to have been favourable from the
Bengal based CCR and PCC-CPIML of Santosh Rana.
“The unification would make our presence felt in at
least 13 to 14 states,” he says. Mr. Sanyal regards the
naxalite movement of 1960s as a direct outcome of the
aimlessness of Communist Party of India (at least with
regard 10 electoral pofitics), the general restiessness of
the times and the misguided leadership of Charu Ma-
zumdar. He now looks forward to making the unified
CPI M-L a force to reckon with in electoral politics.

However, this is easier said that done. Having field-
ed five candidates across the country — in Darjeeling
and Jhargram in West Bengal, Ranchi in Jharkhand,
Moradabad in Uttar Pradesh and Parvatipuram in
Andhra Pradesh — Sanyal is now running from pillar
to post to give whatever support he can to his candi-
dates. “We will come nowhere near victory,” he con-
fesses. “We have no money.”

 aran;

Padmaja Venu‘goal, Congress candidate, Mu

She is one of the much talked about names in
Kerala currently. Padmaja Venugopal, daugh-
ter of the veteran Congress leader, K. Karunak-
from  the
. Mukundapuram Lok Sabha constituency with
several advantages and a lot of disadvantages.

entered  the fray

Being the daughter of the former Chief Minis-

ter has opened several political paths for her.
“Her ‘joutney up the Congress hierarchy has t

been: smoother than that of her brother and

State Electricity Minister, K. Muraleedharan,‘

whao is contesting the Wadak-
kancherry -~ Assenibly
byelection.

“She has enough pohtzcal
qualification to contest in the

elections” Mr. Karunakaran

had once said in her deferice,
The veteran politician should
know, having created political
space for her. With just
women  joining politics,
slot is secure for };ttgn %esxdes.

is sngmﬁcant \Bes;des, she has
been fielded in a constituency
that has elected Congress can-

_ didates during the

worst of times. o
Ms, Venugopal' dvan-

tage is that she has had to

campete with her brother in polmcs Many

lieve that the problems in the party and in the

Karunakaran faction are on account of the

rivalry. There have been several occasions

when the conflicting interests of his two ¢
dren could have put Mr, Karunakaran ip a di

lemma despite the care he took to ensure that
their paths did not cross. It was therefore nat-

ural that Mr, Karunakaran worked overtime for
securing the party ticket for Ms. Venugopal in

the Lok Sabha election, as Mr. Muraleedharan
‘had become a Srate Minister,

She has also had to live through the pre-
election contmversy regarding the undue pref-
erence given to Mr, Karunakaran and his fam-
ily members in ticket distribution. (Mr.
Karuinakaran was elected unopposed to the

Rajya Sabha last month). As Mr. Karunakaran's

. dau'ghtef, she was placed a few pacesk'ahead at

, biit appears to be facinig hur-

the starting |
en raxsed by yards on the elec-

dles that hag
toral rack.
- Her candidature has created bitterness
among partymen and at one point of time, the
ngress high command even toyed with the
of changing the candidate at Mukundap-
1. Yet she got the ticket because it formed
part of the overall package to restore unity in
the beleaguered Congress, “There is no basis
for the charge that
three members of Ka-
runakaran’s = family
were given ticket, On-
Iy two are in the fraY, :
Muraleedharan =~ and
myself. We are in poli-
tics not on the basis of
nominations and it is
for the people to give
their verdict,” she
says. .
Ms. Venugopal is
__not worried about the
- pre-election row. “Itis
4 homecoming  of
sotts for me. [ have al-
ready made a mark in
¢ the constitvency in
the 1999 Lok Sabha
elections while hand-
ling my father’
paign. [am fa
. the people in thiscon-
ncy, whlch has been a stronghald of the,

. Ms. Venugopa! is also not wnrned about the
onalism in the Congress. “The situation .
will change as the campaign picks up stea

_am ﬁndmg it easier relating myselfio leadersof

various factions.” She is facing Lonnapan
Nambadan, who is contesting as an independ-
ent under the CPL (M) symbol,
Mr. Nambadan was a Minister in the 1987-’,
91 Navanar LDE Government, representmg
Irinjalaknda. Ms, Venugopal's campaign got a
boost when the Chief Minister, AK. Antony,
and Mr. Karunakaran appeared on the same
platform to inaugurate her election conven-
tion. “This has set the right mood for electio- -

neermg, * she said.
; o Ginsh,Menun




50-55 per cent polling
v~ in third phase

@ Turnout highest in Nagaland at 85 p.c.

By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, MAY 5. An estimated 50
to 55 per cent of the 107 million
voters exercised their franchise in
the third phase of the Lok Sabha
elections today in 83 constituen-
cies spread over Bihar (12), Uttar
Pradesh (30), Madhya Pradesh
(12), Rajasthan (25), Arunachal
Pradesh (2), Nagaland and Jam-
mu and Kashmir (1 each).

With today’s voting, polling is
complete in 360 constituencies.
The final phase of polling on May
10 will involve 183 seats.

The Deputy Election Commis-
sioner, A.N. Jha, told reporters
that polling was by and large
peaceful except for some stray in-
cidents. In Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan, the poll percentage
ranged between 52 and 55, while
in Bihar it was 45-50. In Uttar
Pradesh, 50 per cent of the votes
were polled and the highest turn-
out of 85 per cent was recorded in
Nagaland. Jammu and Kashmir
recorded the lowest voting of 16
per cent. In Arunachal Pradesh,
about 50 per cent of the votes
were cast.

Mr. Jha said there were 11
clear cases for repoll in Rajas-
than, including one in Udaipur,
four each in Jhalawar and Pali
and two in Bharatpur. There were
reports of poll-related malprac-
tice in Dausa, where the late Con-
gress leader, Rajesh Pilot’s son,
Sachin, is in the fray, but they
were yet to be verified. In Etawah
in Uttar Pradesh, there were

three incidents of booth captur-
ing, mob violence and damaging
of electronic voting machines
(EVMs).

In Lucknow, from where the
Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, is contesting, there was 35
per cent turnout till 3 p.m., and
the overall voting percentage was
likely to be about 50 per cent.
There were no major incidents in
Lucknow and in Mainpuri, from
where the Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister, Mulayam Singh Yadav,
is contesting. Similar was the
case in Allahabad, the constitu-
ency of the Human Resource De-

In praise of EVMs: Editorial |
on Page 10 '

i
L

velopment  Minister,  Murli
Manohar Joshi, and Madhepura
in Bihar, where the RJD presi-
dent, Laloo Prasad Yadav, and
the Union Minister, Sharad Ya-
dav, are contesting.

Mr. Jha said that while no poll-
related deaths were reported, two
home guards were killed in an ac-
cident in Etah district of Uttar
Pradesh. In Jammu and Kashmir,
one person was killed, seven se-
curity personnel and some civil-
ians were injured in a grenade
attack in Bijbehara in Anantnag.
While 3,160 of the 7,068 regis-
tered migrant voters exercised
their franchise in the Jammu re-
gion, 31 out of 93 turned out in
Delhi and 352 out of 878 voted in
Udhampur.

y 5 MAY O

In Tikamgarh in the Khajuraho
constituency of Madhya Pradesh,
there were two incidents of either
EVMs being taken away or their
control units being damaged. In
another incident, 25 persons cap-
tured a polling booth and cast
about 50 votes. Chhindwara,
which witnessed clashes between
Congress and BJP workers on
Tuesday, and Balaghat did not
report any incident today, Mr.
Jha said.

In Bihar, there were incidents
of mob violence, resulting in
snatching of EVMs and destruc-
tion of the machines in some
places. There were also incidents
of violence outside polling
booths.

No incidents were reported
from Nagaland. In Arunachal
Pradesh, there were reports of
some problems in operating the
EVMs but they were soon recti-
fied. )

Mr. Jha did not say when a de-
cision on Chapra would be taken.
“We will let you know when we
take a decision,” he said when
asked about the demands by the
BJP, the BSP and the SP for coun- -
termanding the polls in that con-
stituency.

On the Lucknow stampede in-
cident, he said the Commission
would take a decision soon. To a
question on how any decision by
the Commission would be mea-
ningful as the elections in Luck-
now had been completed, Mr.
Jha said, “You wait-and see when
a decision is taken.”
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Although the two
fronts in the State
are of roughly equal
strength, the
electoral dice is
loaded in favour of
the UDF, says
Yogendra Yadav

couple of weeks ago, politi-
cal analysts would refuse to
be drawn into a detailed dis-
cussion of the electoral pro-
spects in Kerala this time. The result,
they would say, is not going to throw
up a big surprise. It is all a matter of a
couple of seats going this way or that.
And in any case, no matter which
way the verdict goes, it makes little
difference to the numbers game in
Parliament. All the 20 Lok Sabha
seats in the State are bound to count
against the NDA coalition. The last
couple of weeks have seen a subtle
change. With robust projections of
both the leading alliances falling
short of majority, and the possibility
of a Congress-led alliance backed by
the Left having a go at government
formation, the exact numbers for the
Congress alliance and the Left are no
longer merely a matter of statistical
interest. It may make a cruciat differ-
ence, especially if the Left manages
to touch a figure of 50 seats this time,
a real possibility if it retains its nine
seats in Kerala. Kerala would then
decide the relative clout that the Left
may be able to exercise in Delhi.

Unlike much of north India, elec-
tions in Kerala are not about a highly
volatile electorate swinging from one
pole to another. Every election is
about fine-tuning a very delicate bal-
ance of social and political forces.
Therefore it is first necessary to un-
derstand this balance of forces, be-
fore getting into how this electoral
contest might change the balance
and in whose favour.

The main contest in Kerala is be-
tween the Congress-led United
Democratic Front (UDF) and the Left
Democratic Front (LDF) dominated
by the CPI (M). Besides the Congress,
the UDF includes the Indian Union
Muslim League (IUML) that com-
mands strong loyalty among the
Muslims in the Malabar region in the
north and the two factions of the
Kerala Congress that have represent-
ed the Christian interests. The LDF
includes the CPI (M), the CPI, the
RSP and a few Left supported Inde-
pendent candidates in seats where
the LDF has historically been weak.
Both the alliances expand in the As-
sembly elections to include other
smaller parties, but the line up re-
mains fairly standard for the Lok
Sabha elections. Between them, the
two coalitions account for about 90
per cent of the total votes in the
State, with each of these getting at
least 40 per cent or so. That leaves a
Toating vote of about 10 per cent or

'ss whose swing makes all the differ-
wce to the final outcome. Since

Of wafer th

1989, the BJP has tried se-
riously to obtain a toe-
hold in the State and has
secured between five to
eight per cent votes, but
has not succeeded in
winning a single Lok Sab-
ha or Assembly seat.
Underlying this famil-
iar and stable bipolar
competition is a very
carefully worked out and
intricate pattern of politi-
cal and social alliances.
As in so many other
things, Kerala was ahead
of the rest of the country
in anticipating political
developments. Kerala ex-
perimented with seat ad-
justments and electoral
alliances in the 1950s and
came to have full-fledged
fronts by 1960s. No doubt
the State went through
two decades of political
instability and social tur-
moil, but this period also

in margins and intricate alliances

Y )

_ QJ’ Kerala - 1999
Lok Sabha

. Kasaragod

. Cannanore

. Badagara

. Calicut

. Manjeri

. Ponnani

. Palghat

. Ottapalam (SC)
. Trichur

. Mukundapuram
. Ernakulam

. Muvattupuzha

saw politics acting as an - Kottayam

instrument of social 14 Idukki

transformation. The UDE  15. Alleppey

and the LDF in its current 16. Mavelikkara

shape came into being in  17. Adoor (8C)

1980 and have continued 18. Quilon

thereafter with minor 19, Chirayinkil LDF
fine-tuning. The rest of  ,4 Trvandrum 1 UDF

the country is still strug-
gling to learn how to run
coalitions in the way they
are run in Kerala. While
much of the country
went through a cycle of
national electoral waves,
Kerala’s elections were
very much bound by the
State context. The rest of
the country followed
course in the 1990s as the
State became the effec-
tive arena of political
choice even in the Lok
Sabha elections.

But there is one re-
spect in which Kerala is
not an exception to the
rest of the country’s poli-
tics. Notwithstanding the
high literacy and the po-
litical awareness, caste-
community identity of
the voters in Kerala tells
you as much about their
voting behaviour as it
does in, say, Uttar Pra-
desh or Bihar. In fact, the
entire balance of UDF and the LDF
hangs on the caste-community arith-
metic. Kerala has two large religious
minorities. Christians  constitute
about 19 per cent of the population,
internally divided into several sects
and churches. Among the ‘upper
caste’ and dominant Syrian Chris-
tians, the UDF bags more than three-
fourths of the votes, while the other
Christians are evenly split between
the two fronts. The Muslims consti-
tute about 23 per cent of the State’s
population and are concentrated in
the northern districts of Malabar.
The two Lok Sabha constituencies of
Manjeri and Ponnani are among the
handful of Muslim majority seats in
the country. The Muslims too have

Graphics by Varghese Kallada

The poorer the voter, the higher

the vote for LDF

L
middle
class

“ - Spurce: CSDS Post-Poll Survey 2001

their caste dis-
tinctions  but
they are more
or less united in
their disinclina- *
tion to vote for
the communists. The UDF gets any-
thing between two-thirds to three
fourths of their vote through its ally,
the IUML. Following the demolition
of the Babri Masjid, there was an at-
tempt to create an alternative to the
established leadership of the TUML,
but it failed.

The Left’s inability to win the con-
fidence of the two largest minorities,
a fact acknowledged by E.M.S. Nam-
boodiripad himself, has meant that
the LDF has to gather much of its

Small swings will see UDF sweep while LDF requires larger swings for the same

at happens if...

*Pp= percenfags point

...but this is based on a small difference in votes

. the results of Lok Sabha elections 1999 are repeated

...the results of 2001 Assembly elections are repeated

Seats in 2004 elections

UDE
11

this intense political
competition. C. K. Janu,
an Adivasi activist, is
contesting the elections
this time to draw atten-
tion to the plight of the
Adivasis. It could be ar-
gued that the pattern of
voting in Kerala is not
principally along caste-
community lines; there is
indeed a strong class pat-
tern to voting for the two
alliances on the expected
lines: the lower the class,
the higher the vote for
the LDE. But that is
mainly because different
caste-communities  are
placed differently on the
class ladder.

This sociology of vot-
ing on caste-community
lines is a stable and en-
during fact of Kerala’'s
political life. In this sense
Kerala’s electoral land-
scape is very similar to
the voters alignment in
many western democra-
cies. This stability en-
ables one to speak of
‘safe’ and ‘marginal’

LDE
9

UDF Vote share (%) LDF Vote share (%) BIP Vote share (%) r UDF'shleai(Ii) . Voteshare (%)  seats in the Statein a way
491 458 461 471 493 448 450 446 437 437 46 56 80 65 50 } Taeno.; 15 34 56 thgt one does n Britain.
. This stable alignment

L mmm———emenman  Nas meant that both the

= . . Fronts have a stable and

secure base to begin

with. But this has not

. e . meant any complacency

199t 9% 98 99 01T 1991 9% 98 99 2001* 1991 96 98 99 2001 1991 e 98 oe zo0r* in political competition;

UDF
44%

Nairs

Note: Composition of UDF: Congress, Muslim League, Kerala Congress (Mani), JSS, RSP (B), Kerala Congress (Jacob), CMPKSC,
Kerala Congress (B), UDF supported Independents. Compasttian of LDF: CPI (M), CP1, JD (), NCP. Kerala Congress, RSP,
Indian National League, Léf supported Independents

Upper castes lean towards
UDF and also the BJP

*Assembly elections

istians back the UDF

S | UDF
All Christians | 66%

Other upper castes | 54%

Overwhelming support for
UDF among Muslims

UDF

BJP

Syrian Christians

ﬁl%

Muslim OBCs { 59%
Other Muslims l 68%
Source: CSDS Post-Polt Survey 2001

support from the remaining 60 per
cent of the electorate and that its
perch is always more precarious than
that of its counterpart in West Ben-
gal. Historically, the LDF has drawn
its principal support from the back-
ward and Dalit communities among
the Hindus that became politically
conscious through a series of self-re-
spect movements and were success-
fully mobilised by the commuhist
movement. The biggest single group
here are the Ezhavas, traditionally

1%
2%

B, . [FEzhavas

o :Other OBCs
Dalits

toddy tappers, who
constitute about 22
per cent of the pop-
ulation and about
two-thirds of whom
vote for the LDF.
Other OBC communities and the
eight per cent Dalits too extend over-
whelming support to the Left. The
upper castes, mainly Nayars, consti-
tute about 15 per cent of the pop-
ulation and have generally not
favoured the Left. In the recent elec-
tions the BJP has drawn much of its
vote share from this section of the
electorate. That leaves the miniscule
Adivasi population, concentrated in
the Wayanad hills, whose numbers
do not allow it to be a big player in

Christians, especially Syrian

LDF has huge Iéad among Ezhavas,
other OBCs and Dalits

if anything political com-
petition is more intense
in here than most other
States in India. Since po-
litical competition is for
a small proportion of un-
attached or floating vot-
ers and a few marginal
seats, a small proportion
of votes changing hands
can make all the differ-
ence. Compared to any
other State in India, Ker-
ala is most sensitive to
small swings in votes.

Paradoxically, the sa-
lience of the caste-com-
munity factor in the
voting pattern does not
result in the salience of
caste as a factor in elec-
tion issues and cam-
paigning.
Caste-community patterns merely
form a familiar backdrop to electoral
competition. The fierce competition
for the unattached votes takes place
on the basis of issues, national and
local. The proportion of floating vot-
ers is the highest among the educat-
ed upper caste voters and the least
among the Dalits. Another compli-
cating factor is that the discerning
Kerala voter tends to distinguish be-
tween the issues in the national and
the State level polls. The UDF there-
fore always enjoys an edge in the Lok
Sabha polls, since it can claim to be a
player at the national level in a way
that the Left is not.

This time the Congress opened the
campaign on a defensive note, for

BIP

the State unit was involved in un-
seemly factional fight between the
Karunakaran and Antony factions,
embarrassing even by Congress’
standards. The Congress leadership
managed to patch up matters finally
by accommodating Mr. Karunaka-
ran’s son and daughter. Both of them
are in the electoral fray this time:
daughter Padmaja is contesting the
Lok Sabha polls from Mukundapu-
ram, while his son Muraleedharan is
involved in a prestigious Assembly
by-poll from the Wadakkancherry
constituency. While their perform-
ance would reflect on the popularity
of Mr. Karunakaran, it seems that the
UDF may have saved itself from a
major setback in this elections be-
cause of this conflict. At any rate the
LDF does not seem to be succeeding
in making an election issue out of
this. The LDF is focussing more on
the voters’ disaffection with the
functioning of the Antony Govern-
ment that is more than half way
through its undistinguished tenure.
The Congress is trying to press its
natural advantage in a Lok Sabha
poll, that it represents a national al-
ternative to the BJP. The LDF is try-
ing to question the Congress’
capacity to challenge the BJP in any
effective manner.

The BJP is trying hard to open its
account in the State and is enthused
by the reception that L.K. Advani's
Bharat Uday Yatra got in the State.
Opinion polls indicate that the BJP
may increase its vote share through-
out the State and is set to cross its
own record vote share of eight per
cent in 1998. But it is not clear if the
party can convert these into a seat.
The BJP has done best in Kasargod
and Trivandrum constituencies lo-
cated at the northern and the south-
ern tips of the State. In the
Trivandrum constituency it had
managed to secure 20 per cent votes
in the last election. The party has put
Union Minister O. Rajagopal in this
prestigious contest and will be hop-
ing that he will touch 30 per cent, so
as to have a real chance of winning
the first ever seat for the BJP. While
the BJP is known to have transferred
its votes to the UDF in some select
cases, it is possible that the UDF and
the LDF may resort to selective vote
transfer to keep the BJP out.

All in all it is a very tough contest
as usual. All the seats except Triva-
ndrum and Muvattupuzha are wit-
nessing a direct contest between the
UDF and the LDF. Although both the
fronts begin with a pesition of near
equality in terms of their tally last
time, the dice is loau:d against the
LDF.

A swing of one perceatage point in
favour of the UDF cantake as many
as five seats away fron the LDF. A
swing of only two percaitage points
can wipe out all the LDF seats and
give them to the UDF. The UDF is
also vulnerable to smal swings, but
is not so precariously pliced. A swing
of three percentage pojnis will mean
a loss of five seats for thdUDF, while
some of its seats can witistand even
a five per cent swing. (nly a brave
man can forecast a conet as close
as this. \



N May 5, 2004
83 Lok Sabha seats polling in third phase
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_Opinion polls give BJP. front slight edie”

By Our New Delhi Bureau

NEW DELHI, MAY 3. Opinion polls
conducted by two television
channels today, ahead of
Wednesday's election in 83 con-
stituencies, gave a slight edge to
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and its allies. However, a clear
verdict remained elusive.

The NDTV-Indian Express
opinion poll projected 245-265
seats for the BJP and allies. After
the April 26 exit poll, the net-
+- work had confined the BJP-led
front to a band of 235-255. The
network’s opinion poll gave the
Congress and its allies 180-200
seats, down from 190-210 in the
exit polls. Others were projected
to get 95-115 against 100-120 in
the exit polls.

The slight shift in favour of
the BJP and allies was attributed
to intense campaigning by
these parties.

The Star News-C-Voter opin-
ion poll shows no change, com-
pared with the exit poll, in the
overall projection for the BJP

and allies — it stands at 263—
279. The Congress and its allies
register an improvement at the
expense of others. The opinion
poll says the Congress’ overall
haul will be between 169 and

ow eRd of the'range projected
for the ill be an improve-
ment over its tally of 41 of these
seats in 1999. The Congress had
got 20 in 1999.

In Uttar Pradesh, the NDTV

. Seat projections ahead of third phase

BJP & Allies 245 - 245
Congress & Allies 180 - Z00
Others 95 -

181, an improvement over the
exit poll projection of 160-172.

The others’ tally is shown as
coming down from 97-109 to
88-100. Star said this preference
now for a “national party” was a
fallout of the exit polls indicat-
ing the possibility of a hung Par-
liament.

The BJP-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance is expected to get
48-56 of the 83 seats and the
Congress  12-20 seats in
Wednesday's election. Even the

BJP & Allies 267 - 279
Congress & Allies 169 - 181
Others 88 - 100

opinion poll indicated that the
BJP was likely to gain three seats
to notch up a tally of 30 out of
the 80 seats. The BJP gains at
the expense of the Samajwadi
Party, which gets 23 seats (down
three) as against the Bahujan
Samajwadi Party’'s 17 (plus
three) and the Congress’ nine
(minus two).

In Bihar, the NDTV opinion
poll gave the Rashtriya Janata
Dal and allies 21 of the total 40
seats as against 18 for the BJP

K
and allies. The n rk claimed
that the Lok Janshukti Party of

Ram Vilas Paswan was success-
ful in transferring its votes to
the RJD combine; resulting in a
gain of 12 seats at the expense |
of the BJP.

The Star opinion poll in Bihar
shows the 12 seats where elec-
tions are due on Wednesday
sticking to the 1999 pattern. The
NDA is set to win eight and the
Congress alliance three seats.
Overall, the NDA will get 26
seats and the Congress alliance
13, according to the Star opin- [
ion poll.

The NDTV opinion poll gives
the BJP 11 of the 12 seats in
Madhya Pradesh where elec-
tions are due on Wednesday.
Star gives the BJP 10 and the
Congress two.

In yet another straight fight in
Rajasthan, NDTV gave the BJP
21 seats as against four to the
Congress.

As for Star, its opinion poli
gave the BJP 18 of the 25 seats
and the Congress seven.
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- EC keen on Chapra repoll

. V\:‘
Mohan Sahay Q’ %\é

4n New Delhi

May 4. — The Election
Commission would “pre-
fer” to order “substantial”
repolling than counter-
mand the Chapra poll. But
there are  questions
whether repolling in a large
number of booths, will
“violate the spirit” of the
Representation of People’s
Act. Clause 2 (b) of Section
58 A of the Act says that
countermanding is justified
if a “large number” of pol-
ling booths are affected.
EC sources said that the

THE ST* TFSMAN

Shoot orders >

PATNA, May 4. — Amid shoot
orders against booth
grabbers and sealing of Indo-
Nepal borders, the stage is
set for polling in 12 Lok
Sabha constituencies in Bihar
tomorrow, — PTI

two-member investigating
team of Mr KJ Rao and Mr
Ananth Kumar has found
evidence of irregularities in
“at least 300” of the 900-
odd polling booths in
Chapra. The EC legal cell
is reportedly of the opinion
that ordering repolling in
that many booths will raise

a qu;]st'ion whether, as per
the Act, countermanding is
not the better option.

The EC has deferred a -
decision on Chapra beca-
use Mr Lalop Yadav, a con-
testant from this seat,
which went to polls on 26
April, is also contesting
from Madhepura, which
goes to polls tomorrow. EC
sources said that a decision
on Chapra before the Ma-
dhepura election may have |
“prejudiced” the poll proc- -
ess. Repolling or fresh polls
in Chapra may take place
on 10 May if the EC takes a
decision on these lines.

S MAi 2004



/Marxists ‘warn’
1 CEC: Control
“your observers

1 N wsv,Serwce

KOLKATA, May 4. — The Left Front called an
emergency meeting this morning and went all out
against the Election Commission. It accused the
body of “singling out” West Bengal and named
two Central observers as among a “section of of-
ficers from outside the state” who have “gone be-
yond their jurisdiction in their line of duty”,

Activities of some Central observers were
foremost on the agenda at today’s meeting. “Th-
ese observers have a right to move freely, but
some of them are behaving in a manner that
cannot be called impartial. We demand that the
CEC keeps them under control,” LF chairman
Mr Biman Bose told reporters after the meeting.

“The EC has never acted like this in the past
25 years. Mr TN Seshan used to say a lot of
things but even he never behaved in this man-
ner,” Mr Bose said.

“It’s only in West Bengal, besides J&K and As-
sam, that the EC has deployed polling officers
from other states. The overall scenario in those
states is different and there is also a lack of man-
power. This is clearly an act of discrimination,” he
said. “The EC should be impartial and try to en-
sure that people have faith in the body. The Front
feels that these acts are an insult to the people of
the state and go against their emotions,” he add-
ed. Accusing the Trinamul of heaping the EC with
false allegations against the ruling Front, Mr Bose
said, “Lies and Trinamul are two sides of the same
coin. The EC should not have been influenced.”

Later at a press conference Mr Bose said, “We-
st Bengal is an advanced outpost of democracy
and democratic movement... We have worked for
the people and we oppose the Centre that exports
foodgrain to the USA to be used as fodder for
pigs when men and children are dying of starva-
tion in some states. To these men a human child
is worth less than a piglet (shuyorer baccha).”

He accused Mr TS Krishnamurthy of making
a “silly statement” at Raj Bhavan during his re-
cent visit that there js no harm if some Bengali
observers frWr states visit West Bengal.

THE STATESMAN

RS

ON THE HIT LIST

w Central observer in Ranigunj, Ratnamala Rowla:
LF has alleged that she went to different Assembly
segments and said she would see to it that the
CPI-M does not come to power. She also allegedly
asked people why they vote for the CPI-M,
whether they are paid to vote and whether CP!-M
cadres capture booths. “She is trying to scare
away voters but | invite her to stay during the
counting of ballots. What she has done will help us
win. She has no idea about Ranigunj, the voters or
even elections. She should be sitting wearing a
necklace (mala) of jewels (raina).

s Central observer in Diamond Harbour, AYR
Krishna Rao: LF has alleged that he is giving direct
orders to senior police and administrative officers in
South 24-Parganas and asking them to act only on
his instructions. “Observers have no such rights.
They can only report to the EC,” Mr Bose alleged.

= Team of Central observers in Katwa: LF has
alleged that some pegple who later identified
themselves as Central observers went to voters in
booth numbers 138, 139 and 140 and asked them
if CPI-M cadres use guns during elections. They
also allegediy wanted to know which parties
people vote for.

w Central observers in Bishnupur: LF has alleged
that officers had asked voters whether they are
paid to vote for the CPI-M, |

m The media too: The LF has alidged that some TV
channels and newspapers are presenting distorted
news to influence voters.

<

CEO reaction: Reacting to the LF’s allegations,
the state chief electoral officer, Mr Basudeb
Banerjee, said: “It’s not the observers who run
elections at the lowest level, but the returning
officers.” He, however, wasn’t as reassuring for
the observers who have earned the Marxists’ ire.
Mr Banerjee said he’d sought their comment
and “forwarded the report to the EC”. He said
that he’d received “around four complaints”
against observers so far.

.
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/" EC sending
~ team to

v Chapra

W

@® BJP complains of rigging

By 1. Venkatesan @

NEW DELHI, APRIL 29. The Election
Commission is sending a two-
member team comprising K.J.
Rao, Consultant, and Anantha-
kumar, Director, for an on-the-
spot assessment and inquiry in-
to alleged incidents ‘of
“booth-capturing” in the Chap-
ra constituency in Bjhar. The
Rashtriya Janata Dal leader, La-
loo Prasad Yadav, is contesting
from this parliamentary constit-
uency and the Civil Aviation
Minister, Rajiv Pratap Rudy,
BJP, is his rival candidate.

The Commission had earlier
said that it had called for reports
from the Returning Officer and
the Observers for deciding the
question of re-election in Chap-
ra and a decision would be tak-
en on receipt of the reports.

The Commission has also re-
ceived reports from Siwan of al-
leged rigging by Mohammad
Shahabuddin, who is contesting
on the Rashtriya Janata Dal tick-
et, and no decision has been
taken on repolling in this con-
stituency.

Sources said the decision to
send a special team to Chapra
was taken since the Commis-
sion found discrepancies in the
Observers’ and Returning Offi-
cer’s reports. Further, it also
took a serious note of the action
of the Chapra police in register-
ing a case against Mr. Rudy for
“booth-capturing” without its
prior approval. Mr Rudy has al-
ready got bail in this case.

Earlier, a National Democrat-
ic Alliance delegation met the
Commission and pleaded for

ountermanding the polling in
hapra and also sought addi-
jonal security forces for the
May 5 elections in Madhepura,
where the senior Janata Dal (U)
leader, Sharad Yadav, is con-
testing against Mr. Laloo Yadav.

The NDA team, led by the BJP
general secretary, Mukhtar Ab-
bas Naqvi, complained before
the Commission that in Chapra
there was largescale violence
and rigging by RJD supporters
and demanded re-election in
the entire constituency.

After the meeting, Mr. Naqgvi
told reporters that the delega-
tion also demanded the coun-
termanding of polls in the
Ghazipur Lok Sabha constitu-
ency in Uttar Pradesh, which
saw violence on the polling day
on April 26. Also, Special Ob-
servers should be sent to 14 Lok
Sabha constituencies in Uttar
Pradesh and eight in Bihar in
view of the sensitive nature of
the seats.

He alleged that the RJD lead-
er was “promoting lawlessness”
in Bihar and the Congress,
which preached democratic val-
ues, was siding with those who
violated democratic norms. On
the filing of FIRs against Mr. Ru-
dy on charges of “booth-captur-
ing,” indulging in scuffle, theft
and intimidating voters during
the April 26 poll by the Bihar
police, Mr. Nagqvi said that it
was merely aimed at countering
the complaint before the Com-
mission. He charged the Samaj-
wadi Party with intimidating
voters in some places in Uttar
Pradesh.

" FIRs against Rudy: Page 11
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‘Rudy demands
Chthpra repoll

) New Delhl R
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BJP candidate in Chhapra Lok Sabha seat in Bihar, Rajiv
Pratap Rudy, on Wednesday approached the Electicn
Commission seeking countermanding of the election in
the sensitive constituency where he is pitted against RJD
supremo Laloo Prasad Yadav. A BJP delegation including
party MP Balbir
Punj and state §
leaders met
Deputy Election
Commissioner
Noor Moham-
mad and com-
plained that there
was large scale vi-
olence including
killings and de-
struction of EVMs
by RID workers
in the constituen-

¢y.Mr Rudy, who  Rupy Jour; Arun Jaitley talks to Rajiv
is also a Union Rudy after a press meetin New Delhi
Minister,  said on Wednesday. — PTl

though the Com-

mission termed 800 polling stations as “sensitive”, prop-
er security was deployed only in 200 booths and the re-
maining booths were left unprotected.

He said that the delegation also submitted to the Com-
mission evidence in the form of photos and video on the
large scale violence in the constituency on the polling
day. Claiming that “democracy is being murdered in

the election had been reduced to a “farce”. Mr Rudy said

enomic Time 29 4p

that the Comrnission gave a patient hearing. —PT1

Chhapra where a reign of terror prevails,” Mr Punj said |

"’U\'



Rudy to EC:
Counteymand”
Cygﬁa[mfg '
for violence
b)ew Delhlﬂlai&} inister

and BJP leader Rijiv Pratap
Rudy on Wednesday ap-
proached the Election Com-
mission seeking counter-

.manding of the Lok Sabha
elections in Bihar's Chapra
constituency, where he is pit-
ted against RJD supremo
Laloo Prasad Yadav. A BJP
delegation met deputy elec-
tion commissioner Noor Mo-
hammad and complained of
large-scale violence includ-
ing killings and destruction
of EVMs by RJD workers in
the constituency.

Though the EC had termed
800 polling stations as “sensi-
tive”, proper security was de-
ployed only in 200 booths and
the remaining were left un-
protected, said Rudy. The del-
egation submitted with the
EC photos and video clip-
pings of the large-scale vio-
lence. Referring to the elec-
tions in Bihar, JD(U) presi-
dent and defence minister
George Fernandes said, “The
farce of election that used to
happen in Bihar continues
even today... I do not under-
stand what the EC is doing
and how it is performing the
duties that it has been given.”

On Tuesday, too, a BJP dele-
gation led by party general
secretary Mukhtar Abbas
Naqvi had called on the EC
and demanded countermand-
ing of elections in Chapra.
Meanwhile, accusing the
Samajwadi Party chief of
splitting the secular vote bank
by fielding candidates “every-
where, including Bihar”,RJD
supremo Laloo Prasad Yadav -
on Wednesday said that in
case of a hung parliament a
non-BJP, non-NDA govern-
ment would be installed “mi-
nus Mulayam Singh Yadav”.

“Already the PM has indi-
cated that Mulayam Singh is
very near to him. With the col-
lusion of the BJP, he (Mu-
layam) has set ‘vote-batwa
(vote-splitting)’ candidates
everywhere, including Bi-
har,” the RJD leader said.

tegorically stating that Mu-

yam was not part of the sec-
ula. a iance, the Bihar leader

1led out taking his support.
“He is not anti-BJP” Agencies

THETIMES OF INDIA 2.9 ppp



55-60% tun
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By J. Venkatesan ,&)\"

NEW DELHI, APRIL 26. Spor:}ic in-
cidents of group clashes, booth
capturing and damaging of
electronic voting machines
(EVMs) marked the second
phase of polls held in 136 Lok
Sabha constituencies spread
across 11 States. An estimated
55 to 60 per cent of the 172 mil-
lion voters exercised their fran-
chise.

Polls were also held for the
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and
Orissa Assemblies.

The Deputy Election Com-
missioner, A.N. Jha, told press-
persons here that the polling
was by and large peaceful, bar-
ring some incidents of violence
in Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Manipur
and Jammu and Kashmir.

Mr. Jha said Andhra Pradesh
recorded the highest voter turn-
out of 68 to 70 per cent and the
Srinagar-Badgam constituency
in Jammu and Kashmir the low-
est at 21 per cent. Poll-related
violence claimed six lives — two
each in Andhra Pradesh and
Jharkhand and one each in Ut-
tar Pradesh and Bihar.

He gave the voter turnout {in
per cent) in other States — As-
sam 65-70, Bihar 55-60, Goa 55,
Karnataka 55-60, Maharashtra

o \,5
55, Sjﬁssa 65, Uttar Pradesh 45-
50, Jharkhand 55 and Manipur
55.

Mr. Jha said that repolling,
wherever necessary, would be
held on April 28. Repolling was
likely to be held in 62 to 65 poll-
ing stations in Andhra Pradesh
and some places in Karnataka,
Manipur and Orissa.

To a question, he said there
was no specific complaint from
Rae Bareli, from where the Con-
gress president, Sonia Gandhi,
is contesting.

On the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty’s demand for repolling in an
entire Assembly segment of
Chhapra constituency in Bihar,
where the Rashtriya Janata Dal
president, Laloo Prasad Yadav,
is contesting against the Civil
Aviation Minister, Rajiv Pratap
Rudy, he said the Commission
was awaiting a report from the
Returning Officer.

In Andhra Pradesh, two per-
sons were killed and several in-
jured in clashes between party
workers. In Bihar, one person
was killed in Chhapra and there
were minor incidents in differ-
ent places. In Jharkhand, there
was a mine blast in the Dumka
constituency and in Lohardaga,
an Assistant Sub-Inspector and
a teacher were killed in extre-
mist violence. In Ghazipur, Ut-

out in phass tWo

tar Pradesh, o erson was
killed outside a pdliing station.

Mr. Jha said a istrate was
arrested in Pratapgarh, Uttar
Pradesh, for influencing voters.
In Jammu and Kashmir, there
were only minor incidents.
There were by and large no ma-
jor incidents in Orissa, Maha-
rashira, Karnataka, Assam and
Goa, but there was some trou-
ble in Bishnupur district, part of
the inner Manipur
constituency.

The Deputy Election Com-
missioner said there were com-
plaints of several names
missing from the electoral rolls
in Maharashtra, especially in
Mumbai. Describing the devel-
opment as unfortunate, he said
the Commission would probe
the matter.

THE HINDU launches
today its edition from
Tiruchirapalli, the fourth

In Tamil Nadu and the
twelfth in all. This is
aimed at serving Tiruchi
and its neighbouring
districts better with

a more extensive
coverage and earlier
delivery of coples.
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Exit poll lifts
ong, only just

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, April 26: The BJP
and its allies might sneak
past the halfway mark in the
Lok Sabha despite gains by
the Congress in the second
phase, suggest the findings of
an exit poll.

According to the projection
made by The Telegraph-STAR
News-C-Voter exit poll, the NDA
is set to bag between 267 and 279
seats, the Congress combine 160
and 172 and others 97 and 109.

The elé irap

STAR NEWS
_ EXIT POLL

o

the NDA’s tally is on the lower
side of 267, it will need the supp-
ort of only six more MPs to reach
the 273 mark and if it is on the
upper reach of 279, it will give
the coalition a wafer-thin major-
ity. But even 279 means a loss of
24 from its 1999 tally of 303.

The prediction for the second
phase, which saw a higher turn-
out of 55-60 per cent and less viol-
ence compared with the first ro-
und, puts the Congress among
the big gainers, but the projected
seat accretion has not brought it
even within striking distance of
power.

However, the party looks set
to claw back from the record low
of 112 seats in 1999. The others,
which are not part of either
coalition and include the Left,
the Samajwadi Party and the
Bahujan Samaj Party, are slated
to remain in the double digit or
just about cross it. This tally
would be a decline from the 128
seats they picked up in 1999.

In make-or-break Uttar Pra-
desh, which hosted its first
round, the BJP is expected to
lose one seat from the 13 in 1999
in the seats that went to polls
today. The Con-

the BSP, could pick up eight and
five each.

Analysts believe the Con-
gress’ gain accrued at the ex-
pense of the BJP and the Sama-
jwadi, aided by the ripples set
off across eastern Uttar Pradesh
— where today’s polls were held
— by the presence of Priyanka
Gandhi and the debut of Rahul
Gandhi. The response prompted
Priyanka to hint today that
she might campaign outside
the state.

If the final count reflects the
exit poll projections, it would
appear a section of the Brahmin
and Muslim votes shifted to
the Congress significantly for
the first time since 1991 in the
state. The BJP feels that if one
part of the “trend” — the divi-
sion of Muslim votes — persists
in other regions of the state, it
will help the party and rein in
the Samajwadi.

The Telegraph-STAR News
poll —based on data culled from
25,000 respondents spread over
72 regions in nine of the 11 states
which went to polls today —
inferred that the NDA would
make its maximum gains in
Karnataka by bagging 20 of the
28 seats.

In Bihar — where the allia-
nce among Laloo Prasad Yadayv,
the Congress and Ram Vilas
Paswan was supposed to make
big gains — the NDA is projected
to limit its loss to eight seats and
hold on to 20, restricting the rival
alliance’s tally to eight. Polling
for 12 more seats in Bihar will be
held in the third phase.

In Maharashtra, the Con-
gress-NCP-RPI combine is ex-
pected to get 27 of the 48 seats
and the BJP-Shiv Sena 19. NCP
leader Sharad Pawar’s ambigu-
ous statement on Sonia Gandhi’s
leadership and a hint that he
could consider being part of a
third front government do not
appear to have dented the al-
liance’s chances.

Pawar kept up the pressure
on the Congress today, too, say-
ing “wider acceptability mat-
tered more than majority in
coalition politics”.

The exit poll

gress could make predicted a cha-
unexpected nge of govern-
gains by dou- ment in Karna-
bling its 1999 Y°.u mus;becrazy to taka and And-
tally of three think | will vote, b ho hra and the exit
seats, while the wants to die? of cyber-savvy
two regional S.M. Krishna
players, the MOHAMMED ISMAIL and N. Chan-
Samajwadi and drababu Naidu.

+TT-STAR News
Phase | 80 53
Phase Il 68-80  38-50
Phase I+Il 148-160 91-103

,?,‘ﬁ’i?c','ion 267-279 160-172

Phase | 93 44
Phase Il 51 56

Phase I+ll 144 100

Overall
projection 266 175

Phase | 83 52
Phase Il 70 49
Phase I+l 153 101
Overall .
projection NA NA
oA
Phase | 69-73 41-45
Phase It 54 46
Phase I+l 123-127  87-91"
Overall
projection NA NA

Phase | 70-80  50-60
Phasell  235-255 190-210
Phase I+li 305-335 240-270

Overall
projection NA NA

W includes allies
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A voter tries to hide her face outside a

a0

polling booth in Chadoora, west of Srinagar, on Monday. (Reuters)




/Mulaya

'Bi?& allies in 1999
Seatsheldby
Cong & alfies in 1999
Seats held by BSP
in 1999 -
" Seatsheldby
' Samajwadi in 1999
’ 'Those not marked
areheld by
Independents. -
and athiers”.

Baramati
‘Satara
Karad
{chalkaraniji
Kothapur

‘Kashmir

° Cﬁikkbdi i

( gu,

Madhubani
Jhaniharpur
Darbhanga

o Samastipur

° Nandyat

ANDHRA PRADESH

Mayurbhanj | . Karimganj
Balasore ~.--Diphu
Bhadrak I - Nowgong
- Jajpur Kaliabor
Kendrapara - |Joriiat CANDREpUr
Cuttack * Dibrugarh Faizabad
Jagatsinghpur Lakhimpur -Barabanki
- Puri ES BRI | Kaiserganj
Bhubaneswar JAMMU & " Bahraich
Aska . KASHMIR Balrampur
el | Srinagar Gonda
GOA .. . - Basti
Panaji : MAN'P“R e Domanagam
Mormugao | ‘Inner Mampur el Khahla

Kakinada .
Rajahmundry
9 Amalapuram
BIHAR Narasapur
Bagaha " | Elurg
Bettiah Machilipatnam
Motihari .- | Vijayawada
Gopalganj: Tenali - Chandauh
Mandya Siwan o 0 | Guntur Varanasi
Ghamafa;anagar ,‘Maharaiganj. Pebi

& Lohardaga

Graphic: Raj & Manoj

KAY BENEDICT

New Delhi, April 25: Even be-
fore the second phase of the
elections is over, dealmaker
Harkishen Singh Surjeet, the
87-year-old CPM general sec-
retary, has taken the field, is-
suing old friend Mulayam Si-
ngh Yadav a desperately-ne-
eded secularism certificate.

Worried by statements made
by the BJP, carrying post-poll
alliance overtures to him, the
Samajwadi Party chief rushed
to the CPM, seeking a gesture
that would reassure minority
voters in Uttar Pradesh about
his commitment to secularism
on the eve of polling.

Surjeet, eager to hold Mula-
yam Singh in the anti-BJP camp,
obliged in a give-and-take deal.
While Mulayam Singh received
the certificate he was looking for, .
he had to give an assurance he
would not prop up an Atal Bihari
Vajpayee-led government if the
National Democratic Alliance
falls short of majority.

“In my recent meetings with
Mulayam Singh Yadav and yeste-
rday’s meeting with Amar Sin-
gh, both the leaders have categ-
orically assured that the SP con-
tinues to remain committed to

-the anti-communal plank and in

defence of secularism,” the CPM
leader said in the statement.

Sources said Mulayam Singh
has been in touch with Surjeet
over phone and on Saturday, his
lieutenant Amar Singh called on
the CPM general secretary to as-
sure him of the party’s commit-
ment to secularism.

“In their interaction with me,
both the leaders sought to dispel
fears on this count and termed
the propaganda launched by
George Fernandes and other
NDA leaders as deliberate and
mischievous,” Surjeet said.

Describing assertions by Vaj-
payee and Fernandes as a “well-
thought of strategy”, Amar Sin-
gh said they were trying to sow
confusion among minorities, on
whose votes the party has fed in
its charge towards victory.

Much to Mulayam Singh’s
discomfiture, former Prime Mi-

m renews secular stam

nister VP Smgh today appealed
to voters in Uttar Pradesh to
elect the Congress. He suggested
tactical voting by the minorities,
saying they should back the
Samajwadi or the Bahujan Sam-
aj Party in seats where the Con-
gress candidate was not strong
enough.

The sources said there is a
perceptible change in the mino-
rities’ attitude to Mulayam Sin-
gh, who has been seen to be edg-
ing closer to the BJP since he
became chief minister after the
Mayavati government fell. Hav-
ing burnt its finger twice by
teaming up with Mayavati, the
BJP had only Mulayam Singh as
potential ally in a state where it
cannot hope to win on its own.

Of more urgency is to ensure
that if the NDA run freezes
below the majority 273 mark —
as many of the exit and opinion
polls are suggesting — Vajpayee
can explore the possibility of
Mulayam Singh’s support.

The Samajwadi chief himself
has been trying to dispel the im-
pression of his being close to the
BJP In an interview to a televi-
sion channel, he ruled out sup-
port to a BJP candidate for prime
ministership, explaining that
his party’s backing for a non-
BJP candidate would be decided
after the elections.

“We cannot support BJP.
When we are ruling out support
to that party, then there is no
question of having a BJP candi-
date for the post with our sup-
port,” he said.

WINK & NUDGE

BJP woos Mulayam
»Vajpayee says BJP
and Samajwadi Party
are ideologically close
eGeorge Fernandes
chimes in: Vajpayee
and Mulayam have no
major differences '
eSamajwadi chief fears these
statements will dent his minority
support

®Runs to CPM for secularism
certificate and gets one

Round Two: BJP cramped for space to improve

he second act of Elections

2004 will unfold on Monday
in 136 seats spread across 11
states, including Uttar Pradesh.

The twin tasks for the BJP
and its allies which now hold 87
of these seats: protect their fla-
nks in saturation zones and ma-
ke incursions into enemy territo-
ry. For the Congress combine, the
easy round is over and it is time
for a gruelling grind to take the
tally beyond the 26 it has now.

Uttar Pradesh

The heartland begins the battle
from its political frontline: east-

ern Uttar Pradesh. The cradle of
Mandal and Mandir politics, the
region has 32 of the state’s 80
seats.

If the BJP belies forecasts
and retains 13 seats, it can hope
to improve its tally in the rest of
the state. But the Congress is
eyeing at least three BJP seats,
hoping to push up its tally from
three. A belt where socialists
still strike a chord, Mulayam
Singh Yadav is optimistic of get-
ting 11 seats, a gain of one.
Seats to watch: The dynasty
double — Amethi, Rahul Gand-
hi’s debut seat, and Rae Bareli,

where Sonia Gandhi is in the
fray.

Bihar

Another state where the BJP
will have to guard the territory it
snatched in 1999. Seventeen of 40
seats give their verdict. Most are
in areas where the pact between
Laloo Prasad Yadav and the Con-
gress could have an impact.

If the Opposition alliance
works, the NDA could lose a con-
siderable number from the 13
seats it won last time. The Oppo-
sition has sitting MPs in four
seats and has won over Ram

Vilas Paswan, who took Hajipur
in 1999 with the NDA.

Seat to watch: Chhapra, Laloo
Prasad vs Rajiv Pratap Rudy.

Maharashtra

Twenty-four seats in Konkan
and western Maharashtra vote.
The BJP-Shiv Sena group holds
as many as 15 seats. The Con-
gress-NCP alliance — which sep-
arately won nine seats in 1999 —
looks formidable but the fight is
tougher than what it faced in
Vidarbha in the first round.
Seat to watch: Mumbai North,
Govinda vs Ram Naik.

Andhra Pradesh

The battleground shifts to 21
seats in the south coastal belt
and Rayalseema, tough terrain
for the Congress after friendly
Telengana. But if the anti-incu-
mbency factor spreads, the Con-
gress hopes to push up its tally to
12 from two. That will leave the
NDA 10 down at nine.

Karnataka

One of the few states where the
BJP hopes to break new ground.
The 13 seats in the second round
are in areas where the BJP could

challenge the Congress.

Jharkhand

The NDA again has to play
guard. It has six seats to protect
while the Congress has only two.

Orissa

A saturation belt, where the BJP
holds all the 10 seats. Any change
is a gain for the Congress.

Assam

The NDA with one seat is keen to
spread its reach but the Cong-
ress looks strong in four of the
seven constituencies.

P
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Clearing the mist in Karnataka amoi Andﬂra Pradesh

The NDTV exit poll
of the Andhra
Pradesh and
Karnataka
Assemblies is a
robust though not
conclusive indicator
of what is in store
for the two
States, says
Yogendra Yadav.

few days ago this column
had described the current
contest in Andhra Pradesh
as the “mother of all uncer-
tainties.” While the Karnataka Lok
Sabha picture had become fairly
clear, the Assembly elections scena-
rio was far from clear. The NDTV-
Indian Express forecast has cleared
the mist considerably. This forecast
is based on an exit poll in the areas
where the elections are over and an
opinion poll in the areas that are still
to go to polls. The sample size is
goad enough for us to take its con-
clusions seriously. Yet it is not the
final assessment, for the final picture
will become clear only after the sec-
ond round of polling in the two
States on April 26. In the meanwhile,
we can only infer from the existing
data and think carefully about the
range of realistic scenarios.

First, the big picture. The NDTV-
Indian Express poll gives the first ro-
bust indicator that the Chandrababu
Naidu regime is on its way out. The
seats forecast gives a range: 140-160
for the Congress alliance and 120-
140 for the TDP-BJP alliance. While it
keeps open an outside possibility
that both the alliances may get tied
at 140, it happens if the Congress

gets the lowest of its range and the
TDP gets the highest of its range. For,
significantly, the poll reports a 6 per-
centage points swing away from the
ruling combine in the first phase of
polling, all to the advantage of the
Congress alliance. This information
is crucial to what we can expect in
Karnataka.

In that State, the poll clearly places
the Congress first with a range of 110
to 120 in a 224-member House. The
BJP is estimated to be way behind
with only 60-70 seats leaving the
third player, the Janata Dal (Secular),
with 25-35 seats. The poll reports a 5
percentage points gain for the JD (S)
in the vote share across the two
phases in the State. This gain comes
from the losses suffered both by the
BJP and the Congress. Two firm con-
clusions can be drawn from this evi-
dence, There is clear ‘ticket splitting’
of an unprecedented order in the
State: voters are voting different par-
ties in the Lok Sabha and the As-
sembly elections. The BJP gains from
this at the Lok Sabha level, while the
Congress is the gainer at the Assemb-
ly level. This also puts at rest the
speculation that the BJP was catch-
ing up at the Assembly level and was
going to be the winner. This forecast
does not settle the question of who
will form the Government. The Con-
gress is expected to barely cross the
majority mark and could well fall be-
low this. That could mean a hung

Assembly.

While we are wiser about both
these States, we need to read into
this information to see precisely
what can happen. Let us take Andhra
Pradesh first, where the picture was
unclear for two reasons. First, there
was a sense that pre-election opin-
ion polls were not capable of captur-
ing adequately a new political party
such as the Telangana Rashtriya
Samiti (TRS) and were perhaps un-
derestimating the vote share of the
Congress-TRS combine. This suspi-
cion seems to be well founded. Suc-
cessive rounds of opinion polls have

reported higher and yet higher vote
share for the Congress-TRS-Left
combine. It could be that the alliance
was gaining popularity, but a good
deal of it could be because the polls
had initially underestimated the
Congress-led alliance.

The second reason was the possi-
bility of a regional divide. It was not
clear if the whole State would vote as
one or if Telangana would vote dif-
ferently. This also opened the possi-

bility of Andhra and Rayalaseema
voting in ‘retaliation’. As of now, this
question is not fully settled. But there
does not seem to be much evidence
to support the hypothesis of a split
verdict in the State. While the first
phase of polling in the State included
the whole of Telangana, it was not
confined to this region. A small por-
tion of northern coastal Andhra also
went to the polls. The available evi-
dence suggests that this region has

SWINGS IN ANDHRA PRADESH AND KARNATAKA

Andhra Pradesh: TDP cannot come to power
uniess it gains in the second phase

. Baseline for Phase-1: 147 seats

against TDP / BJP

..pattern of voting same as in 1999

...there is a 2 pp swing against TDP / BJP

..there is a 4 pp swing against TDP /BJP -

Assuming a 6 pp swing, as forecast,

Using this baseline what happens in Phase 2 if...

; ..there is a 6 pp swing against TOP / BJP |

Seats in Assembly elections 2004
- Congress +
| TRS«xleft

107

33

131
109
91
79

153
171
181
201

Note: Since the exit poll shows that a swing against TOP-BJP transfates into direct gains for the Congress
alliance, alt the swings are calculated accordingly. So a swing of 2 percentage points has been calculated
by deducting 2 percentage paints fram TDP-BUJP votes in all the Phase 2 constituencies and adding the

same to the Congress or its allies.

pp = percentage point.

also swung against the TDP-BJP
combine in about the same way as
has Telangana. North coastal Andhra
has traditionally voted against the
Congress and therefore gains for the
Congress-led alliance here indicate
that there may not be a strong re-
gional divide. At any rate, we can rule
out a ‘retaliatory vote’ in this region
that may favour the TDP-BJP
alliance.

If we take the 6 percentage points
swing in favour of the Congress and
its allies for granted, it would mean
that they already control 107 of the
147 seats that went to polls on April
20. That leaves a range of possibil-

ities for the remaining 147 seats. The
best case scenario for the TDP-BJP
alliance would be that it remains un-
affected by the negative swing in the
portions of the State that go to the
polls on April 26. This is an unlikely
scenario, given the trend seen so far
from north coastal Andhra, but even
if this were to happen, the TDP-BJP
alliance does not obtain a majority. It
would win 98 seats of the remaining
147, but still end up with only 131,
leaving the Congress alliance with
narrow majority of 153. If even a
small portion of the negative swing
in the first phase is to spill over to the
second, the TDP’s fate is sealed. A

Karnataka: Everything depends on how much
the JD (S) gains and

What happens if...
If JD (S) gains 5 pp but there is a 3 pp

swing against the Congress and a
2 pp swing against NDA

If JD (8) gains 5 pp at the expense
of the Congress

i JD (S) gains 7 pp at the expense
of everyone else

if JD (S) gains 9 pp at the expense
of everyone else

Swings as estimated by exit / opinion polis*

at whose expense

Seats n Assambly siections 2004
BIP+ |

110 | 66 17
92 83 20
113 | 60 22
112 | 59 24

*5 pp for JO (S), 2 pp against Congress aﬁd 3 pp against NDA
Note: Since JD (S) base is concentrated in Old Mysore region, this calculation spreads the swings
disproportionately. The gains of JD (S) is Old Mysore are assumed to be double, as compared

to the other regions.

pp = percentage point.

Graphic by Varghese Kailada

mere two percentage points swing
against the TDP-BJP alliance in the
second phase will take the Congress
to 171 and a 4 percentage points
swing in the same direction will take
it to 189. In case the swing against
the TDP in the second phase is the
same as reported in the first one, it
could mean a Congress wave, result-
ing in the party crossing the 200-seat
mark with its allies. The going is very,
very tough for Mr. Naidu.
Karnataka presents the possibility
of a nail-biting finish. And it all de-
pends on how H.D. Deve Gowda’s JD
(S) performs. The poll indicators
confirm the ground signals that the
JD (S) has gained during the cam-
paign. The poll reports an overall
gain of 5 per cent, for there is no
regional divide in the two phases of
Karnataka. Assuming that the poll
may have underestimated the third
party, a standard problem with opin-
ion polls, we can examine a range
from 5 to 9 percentage points gain
and see its consequences in terms of
seats. If the swing is 5 percentage
points, and more at the expense of
the BJP than the Congress, the Con-
gress may scrape through and secure
a majority. But if the gains of the JD
(8) come mostly or entirely at the ex-
pense of the Congress, the ruling
party could slip below the majority
mark of 113. The same equation ob-
tains even if the gains for the JD (S)
are higher. A swing of 7 or 9 percent-
age points in favour of the JD (S)
does not give Mr. Gowda’s party very
many seats, but it can bring the Con-
gress below the majority mark. In
this sense the JD (S) has emerged asa
crucial third player in Karnataka and
a lot will depend on whose votes this
party takes away. If the final outcome
is a hung Assembly, something that
cannot be ruled out, the JD (S) could
become an important player in its
own right. One final warning: many
areas of Karnataka are likely to wit-
ness triangular fights that can be very
difficult to forecast. One should be
prepared for surprises here.
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- Exit polls see door shut on ¢l

Take
Suniel,
give
Sunjay

ANAND SOONDAS

Mumbai, April 20: Sunjay and

Suniel are friends — more than ~

friends, really. Sunjay Dutt has a
joint bank account with Suniel
Shetty’s wife Mana.

When the two actors are seen
on either side of the poll divide
— Suniel campaigning for Shiv
Sena leader Sanjay Nirupam
against Sunjay’s father — the
obvious conclusion would be:
“Cluck, cluck, politics has de-
stroyed another friendship.”

But think again.

Two days ago, an emotional
Sunjay dropped in on a meeting
being addressed by his father
Sunil Dutt, the Congress candi-
date for Mumbai Northwest, in
Andheri. In “Munnabhai” style,
he told the gathering to thunder-
ous applause, “Votes bole toh
inko dena. Yeh kaun keh raha
hai? Munnabhai keh raha hai
(Vote for him. Who's saying this?
Munnabhai).”

The hero of Munnabhai
MBBS, the hugely popular
movie, was mobbed.

The Sena was not amused.
Only days ago, it had announced
Sunjay would not campaign for
the Congress — that he had
given his word to Bal Thackeray.

Nirupam said the actor had
stabbed him in the back. Sena so-
urces said other leaders, too,
were ‘“upset with Sunjay’s
behaviour”. “After what Balasa-
heb did for him during the riots
(of 1993) he should have shown
some courtesy towards the party
that helped him in his time of
need,” a senior party leader said.
Arrested for possessing an AK-
47, Sunjay was treated with kid
gloves at Thackeray’s instance.

Stung Sena leaders today an-
nounced triumphantly Suniel
Shetty would campaign for Niru-
pam. What better revenge for
Sunjay’s so-called “betrayal”?

Not quite, said a friend of Su-
niel, who insisted it was only an
attempt to save Sunjay further
trouble by assuaging the Sena.
“He just wants to balance things
out. The message is that if Su-
njay is campaigning for his fat-
her and the Congress, Suniel wi-
11 do so for Nirupam and the Se-
na. Panga nahi hoga (There will
be no clash between the two).”

Sunjay has also tried to clear
the air by saying that his appeal
to voters to back his father sho-
uld not be seen politically. “I just
went to meet my dad whom I hav-
en’t seen for the last two mon-
ths,” he said. “I was missing him
and I wanted to see his face.
What I said was not planned..”

Wouldn’t Thackeray be ang-
ry with him for campaigning for
the Congress? “Balasaheb is
above all this. Moreover, my fam-
ily and I can never forget what he
has done for us,” Sunjay replied.

Sunjay and Suniel are so th-
ick they are like brothers, say in-
dustry sources. Suniel is very pr-
otective of his friend, that’s why
the joint account. Sunjay cannot
withdraw more than Rs 5,000 at
one go from the account because,
according to Suniel, “Sunjay is

so innocent and gullible that eve-
ryone fleeces him and he doesn’t
even know what is happening.”

SHANKAR MUKHERJEE

Calcutta, April 20: After seven long years, the
government has realised the Kidderpore flyover
has a design fault. The half-finished flyover, wh-
ich has so far cost Rs 4 crore, will be completely
demolished to pave the way for reconstruction.

Instead of standing on twin columns, as now,
the flyover will stand on a single column to all-
ow construction of two parallel roads under it.

The Hooghly River Bridge Commissioners
(HRBCO), the project’s implementing agency, has
prepared a Rs 34-crore reconstruction plan and
hopes to start work in a couple of months. The
modified project is expected to be completed in
two years.

The Assembly subject committee on transp-
ort, at its meeting on Monday, slammed HRBC
officials for their “inefficiency and lack of for-
esight” which led to waste of time and public
money. “At least Rs 4 crore has gone down the
drain in the past seven years. Besides, it has
caused inconvenience to the local people and
traffic disruption. Who will compensate the
loss?” asked the chairman of the subject com-
mittee, Sadhan Pande.

“HRBC officials and engineers, entrusted wi-
th the construction, have failed miserably. I have
already brought the matter to the notice of chief
minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee,” he said.

Flyover construction was flagged off in 1997
with a cost estimate of Rs 20 crore. It was meant
to have taken off around Fancy Market on Gar-
den Reach Circular Road and come down near
the approach road to Vidyasagar Setu and was
scheduled to be completed by 2000, However,
after three years, only a portion of the flyover
could be built near the Kidderpore-end. That
was where it was left, not to be touched again.

A number of shanties have come up on it.

“We undertook a thorough scrutiny of the
work done and detected some technical faults. If
the construction is carried out in accordance
with the existing plan, a number of problems
will arise and defeat the very purpose for which

G\
FORECAST
| STAR News |

BJP + allies | 80 |
Cong + allies

. Others

BJP + allies
Cong + allies
* Others

BJP + allies
Cong + allies
Others

BJP + allies
Cong + allies
Others

Others
. *In the 140 seats that went to
polls on Tuesday

Talhes hold, give or take a few

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, April 20: Exit
poll results for the first phase
of the Lok Sabha election he-
1d today unfolded more or le-
ss according to script with all
forecasts suggesting little ch-
ange in the balance of power

between the two major gro-

ups, one led by the BJP and
the other by the Congress.

Bloodied by violence across
the country from Manipur in
the Northeast to Jharkhand in
the east and Jammu and Kash-
mir on the northern tip with 20
deaths, the election saw a low
turnout of 50-55 per cent.

If the exit polls, conducted
by the Hindi news channels
STAR, Aaj Tak, Zee and Sahara
and NDTV, which beams in
Hindi and English, prove cor-
ract, the BJP-led alliance’s tally
should remain around the 1999
score of 88 and the Congress
and its allies’ around 44.

The forecasts for the BJP
and allies ranged from 69-73 at
the lowest end on Zee to 93 pre-
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The Kidderpore flyover. Picture by Amit Datta

the project was undertaken. Hence we have de-
cided to construct the flyover anew,” said HRBC
vice-chairman Sadhan Banerjee.

He added that construction was started with-
out keeping in mind the need to build two paral-
lel roads under the flyover. “We will also have to
change the building technology to ensure speedy
construction as well as use of less space. These
considerations have prompted us to modify the
scheme,” Banerjee said.

He would not blame anyone for the lapse. “I
cannot say who was at fault or why the construc-
tion was delayed as I took over only a year ago.”

HRBC engineers do not want to admit that it
was a fault. “We are modifying the plan to geta
better result. As the construction was started
hurriedly at that time, the problems were over-
looked,” they said. The flyover will now be built
with pre-fabricated material as was done in the
AJC Bose Road and Gariahat constructions.

dicted by Aaj Tak.

STAR and Sahara were near-
ly the same. The BJP and allies
were expected to get 80 seats
according to the STAR poll and
the Congress group 53. The
respective numbers on Sahara
were 83 and 52.

Zee’s projection for the Con-
gress camp was also on the
lower side at 41-45. NDTV also
released a range, 70-80 for the
BJP and allies and 50-60 for the
Congress camp.

Aaj Tak gave the Congress
and allies 44 seats, unchanged
from last time, as it predicted a
gain of five for the rival side.

Zee TV predicted a substan-
tial loss, between 19 to 15 seats,
for the NDA. It said the BJP-led
alliance is likely to get between
69 and 73 seats
and the Con- §

while anti-incumbency hit the
Congress in Karnataka and the
Telugu Desam-BJP combine in
Andhra Pradesh and to some
extent in Assam, in Maharash-
tra the ruling Congress-NCP al-
liance might have bucked the
trend. In Gujarat, where the
BJP had 21 of the 26 seats and
the Congress five, nothing
much is changing.

In the STAR poll, the Con-
gress was expected to gain 13
seats in Andhra Pradesh with
the other side losing 10. But,
then, since the first round of
polls were held in the Telen-
gana region, where the Con-
gress was expected to do well
because of its alliance with a re-
gional party, the results may not
be representative of the entire

state,
If N. Chan-

gressband par{'lt- drababu Naidu
ners between 41 deed was being buf-
and 45. The Zee In for ,ailtli;sfaugarty feted in And-
gave a large hra, in neigh-
chunk of 23 to 29 UJJAGAR SINGH bouring Karna-
seats to others. who voted ina booth near the taka, his coun-

The exit polls International Border terpart S.M. Kr-
showed that ishna was far-

ing no better. STAR gave the
NDA 10 seats and the Congress
only four. In both states, Assem-
bly elections are also being
held, but projections were most-
ly unavailable today. Some are
expected tomorrow.

But the Lok Sabha exit polls
would leave Naidu and Krishna
shaky in their chief ministerial
chairs.

In Jharkhand, of the six
seats that went to the polls
today, STAR gave three each to
the Congress and the BJP al-
liances. Zee showed the BJP
ahead in five and Aaj Tak in
four seats.

STAR gave four to the Con-
gress and allies and seven to the
BJP-Janata Dal (United) in 11
Bihar seats. For Orissa, the pro-

jection is nine for the BJP com-
bine and two for the Congress.

The cloud over publicising
the results of exit polls was lift-
ed today with the Election Com-
mission virtually ruling out a
ban for now. “The commission
feels that regulation of exit
polls can only be done through
legislation,” a spokesman said.




“50-55% polling jin first phase -

9’ .
@ 18 killed in violence @ Booth-capturing, sma\ hqng of EVMs

By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, APRIL 20. Violence, booth-captur-
ing and smashing of electronic voting ma-
chines marked the first phase of polling
held forl40 Lok Sabha seats in which an
estimated 50-55 per cent of the 175 million
voters exercised their franchise. The con-
stituencies are spread over 13 States and
three Union Territories.

Elections were also held for the Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka and Orissa Legislative
Assemblies. )

The Deputy Election Commissioner, A.N.
Jha, told presspersons that polling was by
and large peaceful, barring stray incidents
of violence reported from seven States —
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Bihar, Jhark-
hand, Assam, Jammu and Kashmir and Ma-
nipur and in all 18 persons were killed.

Mr. Jha gave the break-up of the voter
turnout (in per cent): about 55 in Andhra

+- Pradesh, 60 in Assam, 55-60 in Bihar, 45-50

in Gujarat, 40 in Jammu and Kashmir, 55-60
in Karnataka, 40-45 in Maharashtra and 45-
50 in Manipur.

He said the turnout was 50-55 per cent in
Meghalaya, 55-60 in Mizoram, 50-55 in
Orissa, 50 in Chhattisgarh, 45-50 in Jhark-
hand, 45-50 in the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, 65-70 in Dadra Nagar and Haveli
and 60-65 in Daman and Diu. The percent-
ages were only tentative.Mr Jha said that
repolling, wherever necessary on account
of booth capturing or smashing of the
EVMs, would be held on April 22. A decision
on the number of booths needing repolling
would be decided tomorrow.

Six cases of disruption of polling by left-
wing extremists were reported from Andhra
Pradesh. Six EVMs were either taken away
or snatched in separate incidents. In five
cases, polling was stopped because of prob-
lems with the EVMs. In Karnataka, four in-
cidents of group clashes took place — two
each in Srinivaspura and the Assembly seg-
ments of the Kolar Lok Sabha constituency,

He said that in the Hazaribagh constitu-
ency in Bihar, where the External Affairs
Minister, Yashwant Sinha, was contesting,
left-wing extremists attacked a polling
booth following which the presiding officer
ran away. In Kodarma, one EVM was dam-
aged and taken away by militants. Polling
was delayed at some places in Dhanbad
and Bokaro because of defects in EVMs and
these were replaced. Similarly, in Bihar,
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Jammu and
Kashmir, polling was disrapted in some
booths because of violence or the snatching
of the EVMs. However, by and large polling
through EVMs was good. -

In Assam, polling was obstructed in two
booths in Kokrajar. In some places, there
were attempts to damage EVMs. Three poll-
ing stations in Mangaldoi constituency
were damaged. Large-scale obstructions by
militants were reported from Manipur’s
Chandel and Senapati districts. In Manipur,
repolling would be held in 103 polling sta-
tions. Despite a cyclonic storm, polling was
normal in Mizoram. No untoward incidents
were reported from Maharashtra, Daman
and Diu, the Andaman and Nicobar Islands
and Meghalaya. In Chhattisgarh, extremists
in Bastar and Dantewala snatched 17 EVMs.

Pollirlg was by and large peaceful in Guj-
arat. Attempts to capture a booth were re-
ported from the Khera Parliamentary
constituency and Junagarh.

‘Exit polls are on’

The Commission today virtually ruled
out imposing any ban on telecast or publi-
cation of the exit polls in between the first
and last phase of elections. To a question
whether the Commission was contemplat-
ing imposing a ban on the exit polls, Mr. Jha
said, “the exit polls ‘are on. We have not put
any restrictions”. He, however, said the
Commission had sought legal opinion on
whether a legislative course of action could
be taken for regulating these polls.

It might be recalled that after the Com-
mission asked the Ggvernment to bring an
ordinance to ban exit polls, the Attorney-
General, Soli Sorabjee, felt that such a-ban
would be unconstitutional and suggested
that the Commission could bring in some
regulations. But the Commission has put '
the ball back in the government’s court for
a decision in this regard.

Swamy’s complaint

To a question, Mr. Jha said the Commis-
sion had sought a report from the CEO, Ta-
mil Nadu on the Janata Party president,
Subramanian Swamy’s complaint against
the AIADMK candidate, T.T.V. Dhinakaran, |
contesting from the Periakulam constitu-
ency alleging that Mr. Dhinakaran was
holding a passport issued by another coun-
try and was therefore ineligible to contest
the polls.




pd POLLING MAGISTRATE DIES IN DHANBAD

e
Statesman News Service 9\ \

NEW DELHI, April 20. — The first
phase of the 14th Lok Sabha election
witnessed an average 55% polling in
140 constituencies spread across 13
states and three Union Territories,
considerably lower than the average in
earlier elections.

Polling was marred by violence and
bomb blasts in Bihar, Andhra Pradesh,
Jharkhand, J&K, Gujarat and Man-
ipur. The Election Commission said
three persons, including a polling mag-
istrate, were killed — two in Jhar-
khand and one in J&K. But agency
reports put the toll at 20.

The EC said repolling would be held
on 22 May at all places where EVMs
were snatched or damaged. The EC is
still receiving such complaints and the
decision on the number of booths
where repolling will be held will be
taken by tomorrow evening, said deputy
election commissioner Mr AN Jha.

Giving a tentative break-up of state-
wise polling, Mr Jha said Andhra
Pradesh had 55% polling, Assam 60%,
Bihar 50-55%, Gujarat 45-50%, J&K
40%, Karnataka 55-607, Maharashtra
45-50%, Meghalaya 50-55%, Mizoram
55-609%, Orissa 50-55%, Chhattisgarh
50 %, Jharkhand 45-50 %, Dadra and
Nagar Haveli 65-70%, and Daman and
Diu 60-65%.

Voting was also held for 344
Assembly seats in Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka and Orissa.

Incidents of large-scale violence
were reported from Manipur. At least
four jawans were killed in attacks by
separatists. Bad weather and land-
slides delayed the polling process in at
least 70 polling stations.

In Andhra Pradesh, Naxalites dis-
rupted polling in at least six places.
Four incidents of group clashes that
led to booth capturing in the Kolar

DEMOCRACY IN ACTION? Policemen beat up an alleged underage voter at a polling station near Gaya on Tuesday. — AFP

seat were also reported.

In Bihar, at least half-a-dozen booth
capturing incidents, and three incidents
of bomb blasts were reported. Six peo-
ple were reportedly injured. The vote of
Union minister and the BJP candidate
for Patna. Dr CP Thakur, was cancelled
on the ground of breach of secrecy.

In Jharkhand, Naxalites and police
had an encounter, in which a police-

amid str

men was killed and a booth capturer
injured. A polling magistrate died in «
landmine blast in Dhanbad. Forcign
minister Mr Yashwant Sinha cscaped
unhurt when his car was attacked by
criminals on Hazaribagh-Bishnu Garh
Road. Four persons, including a jour-
nalist, died in J&K, where clections
were for Jammu and Baramulla.

More reports on pages 4, 5 and 6

y(s’T a CP THAKUR'S VOTE CANCELLED

ay violence
Exit polls put NDA ahead

NEW DELHI, April 20. — Exit
polls conducted by major vV
nctworks placed the NDA ahe-
ad of the Congress and its allies
in the 140 Lok Sabha seats that
went to polls today.

While Aaj Tak put the NDA
on top with 93 seats, seven more
than its 1999 tally, Zee TV put
the figures between 63 and 78.
The Congress and allies have
been projected to get 44 scats
(one less than the last time) by
Auaj Tak. Zee TV predicted the
Congress and its allies would
bag 37-50 seats, while 16 seats
will be bagged by ‘Others’
NDTV projections put the NDA
41 75 tke Congress and allies at
33, and “Others' at 12,

The Sahara exit poll showed
the BJP-led combine getting 83
seats and the Congress 52.
‘Others” will get 5 scats. Star
News projected the BIP-led com-
bine would get 80 scats and the
Congress and allies 53 seats.

By and large, the exit polls
showed a sweep for the BJP in
Gujarat and a neck-and-ncck
contest in Maharashtra. While
Aaj Tak showed the BIP getting
23" of the 26 seats in Gujarat,
Zee's tally for the party was
between 18 and 20.

PRt bhe Tt folie By
! For 140 Lok Sabha seats which polled in the first phase
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'In Maharashira, the BJP-Shiv

Sena is to get 11 seats, Aaj Tak
said. Zee projected 10 to 12 seats
for the Congress-NCP and 6 to 8
for the BJP-Shiv Sena. Tn And-
hra Pradesh, of the 21 scats
where polls were held today, Agj
Tak gave 8 seats to the TDP-BJP
and the rest to the Congress and
allies. Zee gave the Congress 10-
12 seats and the TDP-BJP 8-10.
In Bihar. both Zee and Aaj Tak
put the NDA tally at 9 and the
Congress-RID tally at 2-3 seats.
Aaj Tak showed the Congress
getting 2 seats in Orissa and the
BJP-BJD ahead in 9 seats. Zee
gave the BIP-BJD 5-9 seats and
the Congress 3-5. — SNS
No plan to ban exit polls:
EC, page 10
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Lucre and liquor flow
Andhra’

in pre-poll

Apr11 19. — Liquor, money and
cricket kits have flooded Andhra
Pradesh on poll eve. An unprece-
dented number. of such induce-
ments, . that candidates wanted to
distribute to voters, have come to
light. In some places however, rival
party cadres destroyed them.

In Tandur in Rangareddy district
police seized Rs 1 lakh worth of
liquor. In Godavarikhani, Karim-
nagar district, police seized over Rs
1 lakh from a TDP woman activist.
In Payakaraopet, Visakhapatnam
district, an Independent candidate
Ms Sumana was caught carrying
2,200 saris for distribution among
the ele~*orate.

In A *'abad TDP leader and Zilla
Parishi.i leader Mr Shyam Sunder
was caught distributing money to the
voters. In Anantapur district liquor
loaded in textile minister Mr N
Kistappa’s car was seizeéd. Rs 15,000
worth of liquor was seized in
Bhimdevurapalli in Karimangar.

In Nalgonda a lorry carrying crick-
et kits for distribution allegedly by
Tungathurthi TDP candidate Mr S
Venkateshwar Rao was discovered
after it turned turtle. In Khammam
185 cricket kits worth.over Rs 60,000
was seized before TDP workers
-could distribute them. Rs 9.5 lakh in
cash was seized from another TDP
leader while another 120 cricket kits

were seized . in  Buggaram,
Karimnagar district. '
Congress candidate from

Anakapalle Mr Nandgopal’s workers
allegedly distributed 24 cricket kits.
Police are perusing a similar com-
plaint against Vizianagaram leader
Mr B Satyanarayana. In Tirupati a
lorry load of cricket kits allegedly for
Congress candidate Mr Chinta
Mohan was confiscated.

In Miryalguda, Congress and TRS
workers, on hearing news that TDP
workers were taking liquor in a van,
attacked the vehicle and smashed
the bottles. The bottles that survived
the attack were carried away by local
residents. In Nalgonda district the
CPI led the police to a rice mill
where Rs 1.5 lakh worth of liquor
had been stored.
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1952-1999
Voter Tumout (%) Party Performance
ﬁj&.ﬁ‘%% o TS SIS S Saus Vo
| Basaton vaid vitss 1999TDP 29 BJP 7 890
orf52and 5 1998 Congress 22 TP 12 R0
8914 || Y908 Congress 22 _ToP__1s %4
1991 Congress 25 . TOP 13 33
61.2 1989 Congress 39 TDP 9 M5
1964 TDP 30 448 Congrss g 418
f 1980 Congress 41 882 INCU _ y 7.2
! || 1977.Congress 41 BLD 1323
{ 69.99 1971 Conqress P 3
1962 Qongless 34..
44.8
BoBorR3325658 1952Con9ms 14

Lok Sabha
Party Position
in 1999

Niza

Secunderabad

TDP-29 (39.85%)

M BJP-7 (9.90%)

[_] Congress-5 (42.79%)
Bl AIMIM-1 (1.34%)
Alllance: BJP & TDP
Figuras in brackets indicate vote share

Tirupathi

ELECTORAL HISTORY

Total Seats: 1962: 25 1957 & '62: 43@ 1987 & '71: 418 1977 onwards: 42

AIMIM-All India Majlis-E-1ttehadul Muslimeen; INCU-intian National Congress Urs;
BLD-Bharatiya Lok Dal, TPS-Telengana Praja Samiti; SWA-Swatanira Party;

PDF-Peoples Democratic Front KBK Pollgraphics :
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 New Delhi: Attorney-general Soli
J Sorabjee has shot down the Elec-
tion Commission’s proposal for an
Ordinance to ban publication of
opinion and exit polls during the
period of election. Such a move
would violate the fundamental
right to free speech, he said.

Within hours of receiving
Sorabjee’s opinion, the Centre on
Thursday “endorsed” his view
and told the EC to take appropri-
ate steps. The law. ministry told
the poll panel that it could take
regulatory measures under Arti-
cle 324 of the Constitution.

“The government has accepted
the opinion given by the attorney-

%i§m

pinion polls can’t be ba

m lal\e Reﬂ'ulat

.‘,'m;v"

“An ordinance
to ban opinion
and exit polls
would hit at
the root of the

fundamental right to free

speech?? — Soli Sorabjee

general who while expressing

THE TIMES CF INpjA

The EC, after holding an all par-
ty meeting, had recommended to
the Centre on April 6 for promul-
gation of an Ordinance to ban
opinion and exit polls as “publica-
tion of the results of such polls
during the period of election has
the effect of influencing the
minds of electors.” Rejecting the
idea, Sorabjee said that whatever
be the basis of the idea for the pro-
posed ban, the government could
not resort to an Ordinance since
such poll surveys were being con-
ducted for last many years.

Therefore, it was difficult to
conclude that circumstances im-
pel the necessity for urgent and

VLA et
i

nned: AG

\
Zj\ Me Nm‘«

imme| 1ate action for the issuance
of an YPrdinance, he said.

Terming as “highly debatable”
the constitutionality of the pro-
posed Ordinance, Sorabjee
favoured upholding the funda-
mental right to free speech guar-
anteed under Article 19(1)(@) of
the Constitution and said the pro-
posed Ordinance would hit at the
root of the fundamental right.

He said it was a well settled
principle that right to free speech
guaranteed under the Constitu-
tion included the right of the peo-
ple to know, the right to receive
information and the right to
disseminate information. o
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+ EC suggests
ordinance to ban
opinion polls
r\o ;;I. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, APRIL 7. Backéd by
the consensus at an all-party
meeting held yesterday that
opinion polls should be
banned from the date of noti-
fication of the election process,
the Election Commission to-
day wrote to the Centre to ex-
plore the possibility of
bringing in the ban, if neces-
sary, by . means of an
ordinance. } flee Ligw (a8

Sources said that since
the parties were of the view
that when a general election
was held in different phases,
the results of exit polls should
also not be permitted to be
published or telecast until the
close of polling in the last
phase of the election, the Com-
mission was left with no alter-
native but to ask the Centre to
enforce the ban before the first
phase of polls on April 20.

Confirming the receipt of
the communication from the
Commission, Union Law Min-
istry sources said that “the
Government is examining the
matter.” Sources in the Com-
mission said that initially it
was thought that clarification
could be sought from the Su-
preme Court, which in 1999
had held that the Commission
had no power or authority un-
der Article 324 of the Constitu-
tion to regulate or ban exit and
opinion polls.

Law Ministry sources said
that the Government was con-
sidering various options, in-
cluding promulgation of an
ordinance, to enforce the ban.

However, the Government
was also wary of the fact that
the ban should not be con-
strued as infringing on the
freedom of speech and expres-
sion guaranteed under the
Constitution. Therefore a bal-
ance had to be struck between
press freedom and reasonable
restrictions, the sources

. added.
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“EC ASKED TO DEFINE ‘PERSONAL ATTACKS’

Parties for ban

- fleetx e (LY)

on opinion

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, April 6. —
The Election Commission
today said it would soon
take a decision on banning
opinion polls after politi-
cal parties recommended
such a ban.

The EC will give its rec-
ommendations to the gov-
ernment as it cannot on its
own issue a direction to
ban opinion polls. It is ex-
ploring various options,
including issuing an Ordi-
nance by the government
as suggested by parties.
during an all-party meet-
ing here today. Some par-
ties even demanded a ban
on publication of seat-to-
seat opinion polls and re-
porting astrological pre-
dictions of polls.

The EC met all national
and state-level parties this
~ morning to evolve a con-
sensus on the controver-

. e g
Y
t
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sial issue of ?i‘lion and
exit polls and\ publishing
the results of stich surveys
by various organisations.

The representatives of
six national and 18 state-
level parties, who attended
the meeting. unanimously
demanded a ban on opin-
ion polls once the elections
are notified. They said exit
poll results should be de-
clared only after all phases
of elections are over.

While the Congress ad-
vocated a ban on opinion
polls after election notifica-
tion and publishing of exit
poll results only after the
last phase of polling is over,
the BJP took a guarded
view on it. Saying “it has no
objection on opinion poll
ban”, the party maintained
that all the polls announced
so far are correct.

In 1999, during the 13th
Lok Sabha polls, the EC
had banned publication

L 1 AP

polls

and telecast of opinion
and exit polls for a month
— from the day campaign-
ing ended in the first
phase of polling to the last
phase. The ban was subse-
quently lifted following a
Supreme Court order,
which stated that the EC
was not the proper 'aency
to monitor and ciorce
such restrictions.

On the issue of “person-
alised attacks”, all parties
asked the EC to give a
clear definition of the
term. The Congress main-
tained that raising the for-
eign origin issue was a per-
sonal attack and asked EC
to take suo motu action
against it,-Mr Kapil Sibal
said after the meeting.

The BJP, while favour-
ing a ban on personal at-
tacks, said raising the for-
eign origin issue is not a
“personal attack” but a
core election issue.
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poll offence: SC

Our Legal Correspondent

ww
NEW DELHI, April 5. — The Su-
preme Court (coram, Khare, CJ, Si-
nha, Kapadia, JJ) today warned that it
would not hesitate to declare “perso-
nal” attacks during campaigning an
electoral offence even as the Election
Commission said it would prefer a co-
mplete freeze on political ads “for this
election” and sought more time to
draw up a mechanism to monitor
them. “We want fair-play. We don'’t
want any personal attacks. This is not
democracy. Otherwise, we will make a
judge-made law to declare it an elec-
toral offence,” Chief Justice Mr VN
Khare observed during resumed hear-
ing today on an SLP, filed by the 1&B
ministry, challenging the Andhra High
Court order of 23 March permitting
political ads.

On its part the EC, charged with the
task of monitoring political ads to es-
tablish whether they fell short of the
standards by the Supreme Court on
Friday, today said that it would prefer
a complete treeze on all political ads
at least for the forthcoming elections.
“A freeze is important for this election
as implementation is difficult,” EC
counsel Mr KK Venugopal stated.

“Such bans exist in Germany, Fra-
nce, Ireland, UK and Austria,” he
pointed out. “These have also been
challenged and have withstood the
scrutiny of the courts,” he added.

V—e/dxrm W)’

Mr Venugopal also sought time till
Thursday to come up with a scheme to
monitor whether political ads being
telecast by TV channels and cable op-
erators fell foal of the law of the land
or were “immoral, indecent and hurt
religious susceptibilities” or were “sh-
ocking, disgusting or revolting”. The
Supreme Court granted it the time and
asked it to comsider whether it would
need to go in for some sort of pre-cen-
sorship or post-censorship.

The court also asked the Union to
offer EC all help in drawing up such a
mechanism after the EC counsel drew
its attention to the magnitude of the
task involved. “The full EC debated
the matter and has come to the conclu-
sion that it involves many difficulties,”
Mr Venugopal said.

He reeled off statistics to show that
there are 53 private channels broad-
casting news, 33,000 cable operators,
10 major multi-service operators; six
major national parties, 45 recognised
state parties, 702 registered but unrec-
ognised parties in the country.

He asked EC to clarify the legal posi-
tion on whether expenses incurred by
the party on adswerg to be included in
calculating the individual’s poll expens-
es. However, the Solicitor-General, Mr
Kirit Raval, appearing for the Centre
argued that the I&B ministry was in
appeal before the apex court only on
the Andhra High Court stay on Rule
7(3) of the Cable TV Network Rules.



qc bt

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL5

HE Supreme Court
today said it may
have to consider
slanderous adver-

ical parties, as an electoral of-
fence. The court was replying
" tothe Commission’s appeal for
time till Thursday to formulate
guidelines to monitor the ban
.on telecast of political adver-
tisements offensive to viewers.

“We do not want any dirt or
dust on the electronic media.
The position of the EC is vital
for holding proper elections,”
the court said on its ban on sur-
rogate advertisements. “We
want fair play. We do not want
one political party to remark
against the other. We do not
want one leader to remark
against the other if it is political

- mudslinging.” -

The court warned that it
intends to make political mud-
slinging an “electoral offence”,
meaning anybody guilty could
be disqualified even after be-
ing elected from his or her

tuency,

The observation came from
a bench comprising Chief Jus-
tice VN. Khare, Justice S.B.

tisements, encouraged by polit- -

i
G

I Gives EC until Thursday?(c)}r /guideli 0
, 33,000 c2

Lo

Three days’ time to put
up a “‘broad guideline™ to
stop surrogate ads

Sinha and Justice S.H. Kapa-
dia, which gave three days’ time
to the election Commission to
putupa “broad guideline” to
stop surrogate political adver-
tisements on TV channels and
cable networks. Solicitor-gen-
eral Kiriti Raval, appearing for
the Centre, said everyone wel-

- comed the apex court’s April 2

order as they “want the elec-
tionstobe clean”.

When the Special Leave
Petition filed by the Centre
challenging the Andhra
Pradesh High Court order
came up, senior counsel KK.
Venugopal, appearing for the

EC, asked for three days’ time,

saying the commission’s task
involves 55 TV channels,

jor mbilti-servicé cable opera:
tors, six national parties and. -

" 702 registéred but unrecog-’

irig the ads telecast by these
multi-farious agencies would
be a gigantic task, he said. The
bench asked him to submit the
manpower - requirements by
Thursday so it could direct the
Centre toarrange forit.

Venugopal pointed out that
there were laws in force in
countries like Germany, Den-
mark, Norway, Switzerland
and Austria which prohibited
political advertisements and
these laws have beenupheld by
their apex courts. Counsel for
Gemini TV, Harish Salve,
countered his claim, saying
none of the countries has a
complete ban, '

On the expenses and pay-
ment by cheques, Solicitor-
General Kirit Raval said the
Centre did not contemplate
this aspect when it came in ap-
pealin this instance, Venugopal
said there was a provision in
this regard in the Representa-
tion of Peoples Act but it was
later deleted by an amend-
ment. He requested the bench
to address this aspect when the
case comes up on Thursday.
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“Centre lobs
ad ball back
to EC ‘court

THE STATESMAN

Statesman News 39”""9

NEW DELHI, March 29. —
The Centre has lobbed the elec-
tion advertisements hot-potato
back to the Electirn Cnmrmw-

5o A ¢ ;
Conduct should be used to reg-
ulate ads. The EC has called an
all-party meeting on 6 April to
discuss the issue.

In a letter to Mr AN Jha,
Deputy Election Commissioner,
the Centre today requested it to
consider regulating election ads
under the model code as they
are only being aired because of
the elections. The Centre has
offered assistance to help to
regulate and monitor these ads.

During a high-level meeting
today, senior officials examined
the election advertisement by
the Kamakshi Education
Society that the Congress has
criticised and the one by the
Saajhi Viraasat Trust that
allegedly cast aspersions on the
Prime Minister, Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee, keeping in mind the
Cable Television Network
Rules 1994, that does not allow
political and religious ads.

The committee, comprising
members of the information
and broadcasting, human
resources development and law
ministries, said the provisions
relating to Rule 7 — the releva-
nt clause — related to adver-
tisements for goods and sér-
vices and could not be applica-
ble. Under Rule 7(3), political
advertisements were specifical-
ly prohibited. Since they were
completely banned, there are
no norms to regulate them. Yet,
hoth ads are part of the current
clection process. As a result,
keeping in mind the Andhra
High Court’s order, which has
recently allowed political ads
on television, the Centre felt
the issue needed to be referred
to the Election Commission.
The Centre believes that the

/6 lerhn = \/t'

s could be regulated der
the Model Code of Conduct.
Private TV channels’ stand: The
Indian Broadcast Foundation, of
which virtually all channels are

members. has d(‘mded th'\t adV-
\’"f’ L LN

attacks on leader@ of any polm-
cal party would not be accepted.
This would apply to advertis-
ements from any society, trust,
political party or candidate. The
IBF said that as for political dis-
cussions and speeches, editorial
control would be exercised.

We're Indians at
heart: Rahul

March 29. — Brushing
acks on his family, partic-
Hs mother Mrs Sonia Gan-
dh r foreign origin, Mr Rah-
ul Gandhi today said “our hearts
are Indian” and these criticisms
did not bother him. “Our hearts
are Indian. They beat for India.
‘can abuse us, you can kill us
but still beat for India,” an
emaﬁonal and nostalgic Rahul,
who is contesting the coming Lok
Sabha elections from Amethi
constituency, told reporters in an
informal interaction as he kicked
off his election campaign. — PTI

Details, photograph on page 4
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“Centre adds EC

UQ

twist to poll ads

Call for restraint

Pgﬁ/\\ March 26. — The CEC, Mr TS Krishnamurthy, today
advised political parties to exercise restraint in poll advertise-
ments. “We can't stop parties from giving ads, but we do
expect them to not to make personal attacks,” he said here.
He was replying to a reporter’s query about what action the
EC proposed to take on Congress’ complaint about an ad
shown on private TV channels, pointing to Mrs Sonia Gandhi's

NEW DELHI, March 26.
— Political parties want to
buy time-slots in Doorda-
rshan for their poll adver-

tisements, but the Centre -

has advised a clearance
from the Election Comm-
ission before airing them.
Senior Prasar Bharati
officials have been in touch
with the Centre to find out
the exact legal position on
the issue, and the advice
has been to go to the EC,
“It’s not a matter of Cable
Act. Three-four years ago,
the EC, after an all-party
meeting, decided it would
not show election adver-
tisements,” an official
pointed out. Since then,
and even after the recent

Andhra High Court judge- -

ment, the EC has not come
up with a notification say-
ing political advertisements
can be shown. This has left
a grey area, DD officials

feel,/and—'ﬁﬁlout a clarifi-

THE STATESMAN

foreign origin. — SNS

cation the scope for misun-
derstanding will persist.
Privately, an official said,
political advertisements
could be on television but it
would be easier if the EC
did say so unequivocally.
Political parties are keen
on advertising. on DD,
because of its reach. In
non-cable homes, it’s the
only channel and will cer-
tainly be watched. On the
other hand, all cable-chan-
nels have fragmented vie-

“wership and there’s consi-

derable competition. In

any case, no cable-channel

has the reach of DD.
Also, a large portion of

DD viewers will have less
access to other media.

CEC warns Bihar

The CEC, Mr TS Krishna-
murthy, today sought to
dispel all doubts and fears
from people’s minds while
speaking to reporters in
Patna, saying the EC was
very much alert with
regard to the situation in
Bihar. He said he has
asked the state govern-
ment to replace four DMs
and three SPs already and
people shouldn’t have any
fear or doubt while going
to the polling booths.
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“A.P. High Court suspends
rule baiﬂmmg telecast of

political

By Our Legal Correspondent

HYDERABAD, MARCH 23. A Division Bench of the
Andhra Pradesh High Court today suspended the
operation of Rule 7(3) of the Cable Television
Network Rules, 1994, which formed the basis for
the recent directions by the Election Commis-
sion prohibiting advertisements by political par-
ties on television.

With this interim order, the EC direction is
also suspended, paving the way for electioneer-
ing by parties through the electronic media.

The Bench, comprising the Chief Justice, De-
vinder Gupta, and Justice G. Rohini, was dealing
with four writ petitions filed by ETV, Gemini Tel-
evision, MAA TV and IN cable network. The pet-
itioners contended that the prohibition was
contrary to the High Court’s earlier judgment.
They said it was violative of Article 19(1) (g) of the
Constitution, which protects the citizens’ right to
practice any profession or to carry on any occu-
pation, trade or business.

The EC informed the court that it only sought
to implement the rule. The court specifically
asked the Union of India regarding the constitu-
tional validity of the impugned rule. After hear-
ing all the parties, the Bench passed the interim
order.

Shot in the arm for TDP

S. Nagesh Kumar reports:

The High Court verdict is a shot in the arm for
the ruling Telugu Desam Party in Andhra Pra-
desh. Having invested heavily both in terms of
money, material and manpower in making sev-
eral television programmes as part of its election
campaign, the TDP may now pull out all stops in
launching a blitzkrieg on the small screen. The
Congress, on the other hand, has mainly chosen
the big screen as part of its multi-media cam-
paign.

The ban on political (and religious) advertise-
ments has been in force since 1994 when the
Cable Television Networks Rules were framed

advertlsements
9 Breth

and subsequer%tl given legislative backing
through the Caple Television Networks (Regu-
lation) Act, 1995. But it really came into focus last
month when the Election Commission and the
Union Government blamed each other for im-
posing the ban.

Welcoming the High Court order, the State In-
formation Minister, S. Chandramohan Reddy,
said that it would help the candidates and politi-
cal parties in their campaign. The use of cable
television by political parties was quite common
in the West because of its cost-effectiveness, he
added.

A private channel has been providing air time
on payment for up to two hours a week for the
TDP’s 'Dial your party president’ programme in
which the TDP president and Chief Minister, N.
Chandrababu Naidu, interacted live with the dis-
trict leaders.

This programme was cancelled after the an-
nouncement of the election schedule. Once the
election campaign started hotting up, some local
TV channels began giving live coverage to Mr.
Naidu’s political engagements. Almost all his
public meetings and even the release of the TDP
manifesto were telecast live, an activity the TDP
justified on the ground that there was no ban on
live telecast of news events.

The International Women's Day celebrations
on March 8, organised by the NTR Memorial
Trust, was telecast live by several channels. The
State Congress Committee lodged a complaint
with the Chief Electoral Officer but the TDP con-
tended that the TV channels had volunteered to
telecast it live. They could not, however, explain
how Mr. Naidu anchored the programme.

Our New Delhi Legal Correspondent reports:

Asked by presspersons whether the Election
Commission would move the Supreme Court
against the Andhra Pradesh High Court ruling,
the Deputy Election Commissioner, A.N. Jha,
said “the Commission will study the order before
deciding on the future course of action.” )

JD(S) to challenge
Court order: Page 14

Exit polls:

By ). Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, MARCH 23. Even as the

1999 guidelines to control the
publication and telecast of

all-party meet called

The DPA had also sought
action against the AIADMK for

poll process is being set in
motion tomorrow with the

" filing of nominations for the
first phase of elections on
April 20, the Election
Commission has convened an
all-party meeting here on April
6 on the controversial issue of
banning exit and opinion polls
between the first and last
phase.

The Deputy Election
Commissioner, A.N. Jha, told
presspersons that the
Commission would seek the
views of all recognised
national and regional parties
since the Supreme Court had
restrained it from
implementing its September

opinion and exit poll surveys.
Asked if the Commission
would seek any clarification
from the apex court on the
issue, he said, “If anything has
to be done, it will be based on

the consensus in the meeting.”

Mr. Jha said the
Commission had sought
comments from the All-India
Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam on a complaint by
the Democratic Progressive
Alliance regarding the
“personal attacks” purported
to have been made by the
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister,
Jayalalithaa, against the
Congress president, Sonia
Gandhi, in her election
campaign.

attacking Ms. Sonia in its
election manifesto.

He said comments had also
been sought from the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam on a
complaint by the AIADMK
alleging that the DMK had
collected election funds from
aspiring candidates in excess
of the limit prescribed by the
Commission for each
constituency.

Asked what action the
Commission could take, he
said, “There are ample
provisions in the [model] code
to prevent political parties
from indulging in personalised
attacks during campaign. We
are examining the various
complaints. Wait and see.”
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"HC reverses poll

SNS & P71

NEW DELHI/ HYDERABAD,
March 23. — About a month after
the Election Commission declared
there would be no political adver-
tisements on television before the
Lok Sabha polls, the Andhra Pra-
desh High Court today issued an in-
terim order reversing the decision.

Reacting, the Information and
Broadcasting ministry, which had
earlier said the Cable Act did not al-
low political or religious advertise-
ments, said it would first look at the
order tomorrow and then, refer the
issue to the law ministry, Only then
would the Centre decide whether to
go to the Supreme Court to appeal
against the Andhra Pradesh High
Court’s order or not. A decision is
likely in a few days.

The Centre is also looking at the
Election Commission’s decision on
the subject. After all, it was the EC
which took the decision to ban polit-

THE STATESMAN

NEW DELHI, March 23. — Even as the
case for allowing election advertiseme-
nts on TV and radio was reopened tod-
ay, surrogate election advertising sp-
arked a contraversy. The Congress tar-
geted a TV ad released by the Kamakshi
Education Society. The ad shows (black
and white) footage from the freedom
struggle, clips of every major pre-Inde-
pendence-era leader and of the Cellular
Jail. — SNS

Details on page 4

ical advertisements for this cam-
paign, going back on its decision in
the last Assembly polls. But the EC
did not appear to be in a tearing hur-
ry to take a decision, saying it would
have to examine the court order first.
Also, it seemed to put the ball in the
government’s court, saying it was the
government that made the laws.
Television channels, while opti-
mistic, are now waiting for a clear di-
rective from the Election Commis-

24 MAR 7004

panel TV advt order
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Many political parties are
readv with ads — they can be aired
immediately after the EC’s directive.

In its order today, the Andhra HC
said the ban was discriminatory and
violative of the right to freedom of
trade and business. The order was
passed by Chief Justice Mr Devend-
er Gupta and Mr Justice Rohini,
based on a petition filed by Gemini
Television Network, which chal-
lenged Rule 7 (3) of Cable Network
Regulation Act invoked by Informa-
tion and Broadcasting ministry and
the Election Commission to ban tel-
ecast of political advertisements.

The court observed, the order amo-
unted to discriminating between print
and electronic media and was also vio-
lative of the right to freedom of trade
and business, counsel for petitioner
Mr Ramakanth Reddy said. Authoriti-
es can only impose “reasonable restri-
ctions” under Article 19(2) of the
Constitution and stop telecast of a pr-
ogramme if it threatens national sec-
urity or flares up communal violence.



- Shifting alignments could affect Northeas

The shifting
political
alignments in the
region have
implications for
both the Congress
and the BJP; while
the former faces
the possibility of a
total wipe-out, the
latter is poised to
establish a toe-
hold here, writes
Yogendra Yadav

he coming Lok Sabha elec-

tions are being held in the

hill states of the Northeast in

a changed political context.
In the last five years, all these small
States have witnessed a change in
the nature of the political competi-
tion leading to a shift in the estab-
lished political alignments. There are
several reasons why such a funda-
mental change is so little noticed
outside these States. All these seven
States (‘The Seven Sisters’ minus As-
sam plus Sikkim) account for only 11
seats in the Lok Sabha that do not
make much difference to the num-
bers game at the Centre, for the con-
test here does not principally involve
the two major contenders in Delhi.

Add to this the usual apathy and
ignorance of the opinion makers
about the Northeast, and you begin
to see why we know so little about
the fundamental changes in the re-
gion. An educated and ‘well-in-
formed’ Indian would be hard put to
place each of these States on the map
of India, or to say one line on what
distinguishes Meghalaya from Mani-
pur or Mizoram. Very few people
know that the first elections based on
universal adult franchise were held
in Manipur, much before the Indian
Constitution came into force. Or that
Mizoram has one of the highest liter-
acy rates in the country and that
Meghalaya is among the States that
witness the highest electoral turnout
in the country.

If the region does get some atten-
tion in the national media this time,
it would be because the contest in
the Northeastern hill States may
have implications for both the Con-
gress and the BJP. For the Congress,
the Northeast is yet another instance
of the decline and fall of the Con-
gress party. The Congress’ presence
in every state of the Northeast was
testimony to its national presence. In
the 1989 Lok Sabha elections, an
election Rajiv Gandhi lost badly, the
Congress picked up as many as 10
out of the 11 seats here. It has been a
downhill journey ever since, with the
Congress down to 3 and 4 seats in the
1998 and the 1999 elections respec-
tively. This time it is likely to go down
further and may even face a total
wipe-out, despite the fact that it is
the ruling party in Meghalaya and
Manipur. The numbers may not
matter a great deal, but the symbolic
significance of the loss of the North-
eastern hill States cannot be overes-
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timated. The Congress’ losses are not
going to be the BJP’s gain, at least not
directly. The BJP is yet to open its
account in these states. It may do so
this time in Arunachal Pradesh. But
more than the number of seats the
ruling party may win this time, what
matters is the fact that it may have
friends and allies all over the North-
east and thus gain a toe-hold in an
area considered difficult for the BJP.
Whether the BJP succeeds in retain-
ing power at the Centre or not, it will
have one success to its credit: the BJP
will have become as much a national
party as the Congress has been in the
post-independence period.

Yet the true significance of the
electoral verdict in the Northeastern
States must not be reduced to its im-
plications for national politics. The
linkages of political actors and for-
mations to the ‘national’ political
parties have often been tenuous,
strategic and short-term. Like the
rest of the country, the substance of
politics in these States is very region-
al, if not local. In many ways the
States of the Northeast have followed
the same path that many other States
have followed in the last decade or

Social Profile:

Source: Census of india, 1891;

Scheduled Tribes 31% For Percentage of Mizos in
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so: political fragmentation, rise of re-
gional parties and the politics of eth-
nic identities. That is why it is
necessary to understand the electo-
ral contest and the eventual outcome
in its local political context.

Sikkim is the
only State in
this group that
will have As-
sembly  elec-
tions along with
the Lok Sabha elections this year.

This State experienced its own un-
noticed Mandal revolution in the
1994 Assembly elections when the
Sikkim Democratic Front led by the
little known Pawan Kumar Chamling
upset the monopoly of Nar Bahadur
Bhandari’s Sikkim Sangram Parish-
ad. The rule of the traditional social
elite was replaced by that of the ma-
jority Nepalese-speaking backward
community represented by Cham-
ling. Since then, the SDF has won all
the Assembly and Lok Sabha elec-
tions and has of late developed a
strategic partnership with the NDA
at the Centre. This has helped Cham-
ling secure Scheduled Tribe status
for many new communities, some-
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thing he would like to cash in on in
this elections. The SSP still remains a
force to reckon with and will try to
create an anti-incumbency senti-
ment. The Congress used to be a
third and not so insignificant force

earlier, but has ceased to be so of
late.

Arunachal Pradesh, by contrast,
has been dominated by the Congress
ever since the franchise was granted
to this State in the mid-seventies.
Initial attempts to establish regional
political parties failed and the Con-
gress established its hegemony. A re-
volt by former Congress Chief
Minister Gegong Apang seemed to
have made little difference to the
party in the 1999 elections, since the
Congress won the Lok Sabha and the
Vidhan Sabha elections in style. But
Apang, then the lone Arunachal Con-
gress MLA in the Assembly, struck
back last year by engineering a
wholesale defection of Congress

MLAs and forming an Arunachal
Congress Government. Since then
his Arunachal Congress has merged
itself with the BJP, a move that has
little to do with ideology and is yet
another instance of the necessity in
the politics of the
Northeast to have
friends in Delhi.

This merger may
prove to be tenuous,
or it may not. One
must remember that Arunachal Pra-
desh has the most active conversion
from indigenous religions to
Hinduism and the widest acceptance
of Hindi in the Northeast. In any
case, the merger of the Arunachal
Congress with the BJP gives the BJP
its first possibility of securing repre-
sentation from the Northeastern hill
States.

P. A. Sangma’s rise to importance
in national politics and his plans to
create the Northeast People’s Fo-
rum, a coalition of regional parties,
had brought an added significance to
his home State of Meghalaya. His de-
parture from the NCP and the inabil-
ity of the forum to take off has
eclipsed much of his stature.

He faces a serious challenge in his
own constituency Tura. Sangma has
joined hands with Mamata Banerjee
to form the Nationalist Trinamool
Congress that is aligned with the
NDA.

The BJP is yet to acquire any base
in the State where personalities tend
to play a role in Lok Sabha elections.
Shillong, the other seat from Megha-
laya, is a traditional Congress strong-
hold and remains one of the best
bets for the party this time, if it does
not want a complete wipe-out in the
state. Here too, the Congress faces a
challenge from an alliance of region-
al parties that are partners in the
Congress-led coalition that rules the
State.

All the other States have seen State
Assembly elections in the recent past
and the pattern in the Lok Sabha
elections may not be very different.
Mizoram went to the polls in Decem-
ber, along with the four North Indian
States.

The ruling Mizo National Front,
the political front representing the
ex-insurgents who took on the might
of the Indian Army and finally ar-
rived at the historic peace accord of

1987, has come back to power by de-
feating the Congress and the newly
formed Zoram National Party.

The MNF, ideologically one of the
least likely friends of the BJP, is one
of the recent additions to the NDA.
The BJP has little base of its own
here. The Congress has paid the
price of persisting with the discred-
ited leadership of Lalthanhawla and
lost the elections. The MNF begins
the Lok Sabha election with an ad-
vantage here.

Tripura has a very different ethnic
composition, compared to the rest of
these States. In this State waves of
migration have reduced the indige-
nous population to a minority. The
Scheduled Tribe population is mere-
ly 31 per cent now, while the Bengali-
speaking immigrants are 69 per cent
of the population. The CPI (M) has
enjoyed a strong base among the im-
migrants and a weaker base among
the tribal population.

But the sum total is good enough
to ensure a hegemony for the CPI
(M) in Tripura. The party has won
both the Lok Sabha seats here in the
last three national elections. The
Congress is way behind the CPI (M),
though it has enjoyed some support
among the tribal voters. The Indige-
nous National Party of Tripura seeks
to represent the exclusivist demands
of the tribal population and is al-
leged to have connections with the
insurgent forces.

The INPT combined with the Con-
gress in an attempt to dislodge the
CPI (M) in the Assembly elections
held in 2003. The attempt failed and
so did the alliance. Now the INPT has
formed an alliance with the BJP,
much against the wishes of the local
BJP unit. The ruling CPI (M) contin-
ues to have the upper hand here.

Yet another unlikely alliance has
come about in Nagaland, where the
Nagaland People’s Front, comprising
the Nagaland People’s Council, the
BJP and the JD (U), succeeded in dis-
lodging the much despised Congress
government led by S. C. Jamir in the
Assembly elections held in 2003. The
NPC is said to have indirect support
from the NSCN (I-M) faction of the
insurgents who are currently nego-
tiating peace with the Government of
India.

The Congress had won the sole
Lok Sabha seat in Nagaland last time,
allegedly by less than fair means. But
that was a different time. It faces a
distinct disadvantage this time.

Manipur too has gone through a
political upheaval since the last Lok
Sabha elections. The Naga peace
talks threatened the territorial integ-
rity of Manipur and the state was up
in flames, quite literally.

The development created an eth-
nic divide between the majority Mei-
tei community, Hindu Vaishnavites,
who live in the valley and a small
minority of Naga tribes who are con-
centrated in the hill areas adjoining
Nagaland. In the subsequent As-
sembly elections held in 2002, the
Manipur State Congress Party lost
badly and the Congress emerged the
biggest party and formed the Gov-
ernment.

This time the Congress and the
CPI have come together to fight the
Lok Sabha elections. The BJP has a
presence in the State, thanks to a
split in the MSCP, in which the sit-
ting MP from inner Manipur also
crossed over to the BJP. While it
would be difficult for the BJP to de-
fend the seat; the multi-cornered
contest in Manipur could throw up

surprising results. /



& \EC stops Modl s yatra

By J. Venkatesan ~ g

NEW DELHI, MARCH 20. Even as the Gujarat

* "Chief Minister, Narendra Modi, started his

“Narmada yatra” this morning, the Election

Commission shot off a letter in the after-

noon to the Chief Electoral Officer of Guj-
arat to stop the yatra forthwith. Mr. Modi
launched his 280-km long “Narmada Pujan
Yatra” from Ahmedabad to the Sardar Saro-
var dam site in Kevadia in Narmada district
for performing puja at the Narmada river in
the night. The yatra was taken by Mr. Modi
as part of celebrations of the Narmada Con-
trol Authority’s decision to increase the
height of the Narmada Dam to 110 metres.

Soon after Mr. Modi began his yatra, the
Congress sent a letter to the Chief Election

THE HINDU

Commissioner alleging blatant violation of
the model code of conduct by Mr. Modi. It
accused the Bharatiya Janata Party of trying
to derive political advantage in the coming
Lok Sabha elections and said the permission
to raise the dam height was given on the
condition that there should be no celebra-
tion in the name of the dam.

Commission sources said the decision to
order cancellation had been conveyed to the
Gujarat CEO as the yatra violated the model
code of conduct, which was in force from
February 29 when the poll schedule was
announced. The Congress spokesman, Kapil
Sibal, briefing presspersons here welcomed
the Commission’s decision.

Yatra was almost over: Page 10
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"BIP’s consolidation will be hard to break in Chhattisgarh

The BJP’s real
success in
consolidating its
base in
Chhattisgarh has
been in dividing
the adivasis, who
constitute about
32 per cent of the
population.
Yogendra Yadav
on the new
equations in this
former Congress
bastion.

en Chhattisgarh votes

in its first Lok Sabha

elections, the verdict

may institute a new po-

litical pattern as well. All indicators
point to the emergence of the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party as the natural party
of governance in the State that was
once considered a fortress of the
Congress. If that happens, the BJP
and the Sangh Parivar would have
taken a big step towards realising
their long-term objective of captur-
ing the entire adivasi belt that cuts
through the middle of India from
Gujarat to West Bengal, passing
through Rajasthan, Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, And-
hra Pradesh, Orissa and Jharkhand.
The BJP’s rise in the State is nei-
ther sudden nor surprising. Chhattis-
garh was one of the last areas to
move out of the system of Congress
dominance. While the party lost in
many places in the Hindi heartland,
Chhattisgarh was one of the regions
swept by the Congress in the 1991
elections in the aftermath of Rajiv
Gandhi’'s assassination. The party
won all the 11 seats in this region of
Madhya Pradesh with more than a 10
percentage-point lead over the BJP.
Since then, however, the BJP has
started reaping the political divi-
dends of the years of work put in by
the Vanvasi Kalyan Ashrams and var-
ious other Sangh Parivar organisa-
tions; and it has improved its
position in each Lok Sabha election.
Its-tally has risen from six to seven
and then to eight in the last three Lok
Sabha elections. Its lead over the
Congress has also increased every
time, from less than one percentage
point in 1996, to three points and
then four points in the next two elec-
tions. The Assembly elections held in
this period did not fully reflect this

1999 Lok Sabha results
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rise of the BJP. The Congress did bet-
ter and held on to a slender lead in
this region till as late as 1998.

The BJP’s victory in the December
2003 Assembly polls was the culmi-
nation of this decade-long political
consolidation. Yet it must be under-
lined that the BJP’s win in Chhattis-
garh was far from spectacular.
Compared to the grand success in
Madhya Pradesh and the comfort-
able victory in Rajasthan, the BJP
could be said to have just scraped
through in Chhattisgarh. While the
party secured a clear majority of 49
in a House of 90, its vote share was
only 39 per cent, just three percent-
age points ahead of its rival, the Con-
gress. But for a massive and

unexpected wipe-
out in the south-
ern tribal region,
the Congress
could well have returned to power.
Alternatively, if the Congress had not
suffered a split leading to the exodus
of the group led by Vidya Charan
Shukla or had it worked out an alli-
ance with the BSP, the BJP would not
have secured a majority.

The Vidhan Sabha election verdict
helps us see the nature of the social
alliance worked out by the BJP to re-
ach its current position of power in
the State. The long dominance by
the Congress in the State was based
on its hold over the adivasis, Dalits
and the Other Backward Castes, who

together constitute an overwhelming
majority of population in this back-
ward State. The BJP has managed to
build a base not only among the up-
per castes, but also extended it to the
OBCs. Among both these groups, it
secured a lead over the Congress. But
its real success has been in dividing
the adivasis, who constitute about 32
per cent of the population. The esti-
mates of the Centre for Study of De-
veloping Societies for the Assembly
election suggest that the BJP got as
much votes among the adivasis as
did the Congress. The Dalits did not

Source: Post-poll of Chhattisgarh Assembly Elections Study 2003, CSDS

shift to the BJP, but
they constitute on-
ly 12 per cent of the
State’s population,
and in this category too the BSP dam-
aged the Congress. The Congress still
draws more votes from women and
from the poor, but it is not clear how
much of this support is committed to
the party. The State’s adivasis are con-
centrated in the northern and south-
ern regions. While the Congress has
been wiped out from the south, it has
retained some influence among the
adivasis of the north. The central re-
gion comprises the plains and houses
all the islands of urban and industrial
growth in the State. Mr. Jogi managed
to retain some influence for the Con-

gress in this region with the help of
some developmental work. Now, the
region may swing back to supporting
the BJP.

If one takes the outcome of the re-
cent Vidhan Sabha elections as the
baseline, the contest in Chhattisgarh
appears very evenly poised. If the
same pattern is repeated in the Lok
Sabha elections, the BJP will pick
seven of the 11 seats in the State, one
less than its tally last time. If it man-
ages a swing of two per cent in its
favour, the tally would equal last
time’s score. Another two per cent
would bring the party close to a clean
sweep, with 10 seats. On the other
hand, the Congress too has a good
chance, at least on paper. If it man-

ages to wrest two percentage points
from the BJP, it will pick up an addi-
tional seat. A four per cent swing in
favour of the Congress will reverse
the tally to make it 7-4 in its favour.

However, the reality on the
ground is not as the comfortable for
the Congress as the statistics might
show. A victory in an Assembly elec-
tion normally has its spillover effect
on a party in the Lok Sabha polls if
they are held within a few months.
Even if the first victory is slender, the
ruling party tends to expand on its
lead in the subsequent elections. The
BJP Government in Chhattisgarh is
still in its ‘honeymoon’ period. An-
ticipating the Lok Sabha elections, it
has unveiled a number of populist
schemes: supply of salt to adivasis at
25 paisa a kg, free gas connection to
50,000 below-the-poverty line (BPL)
families, a full meal for Rs. 5 at the
state-sponsored ‘dal-bhat’ centres
and the waiver of farmers’ loans up
to Rs. 3,000. It has also announced a
scheme to give adivasis pattas for the
forest lands they dwell upon. It is
true that the schemes are far from
perfect and that their implementa-
tion is rather tardy. The Supreme
Court has already stayed the scheme
of giving pattas to adivasis. Yet the
announcement itself may matter
more than implementation in such a
short period. At any rate, it would be
very unusual for the electorate to de-
cide to punish the new government
at this stage.

That is not all. The Congress orga-
nisation has taken a serious beating
after the defeat in the Assembly elec-
tions. The former Chief Minister, Ajit
Jogi, who ran the Congress in an au-
tocratic style during the elections,
was suspended immediately after-
wards for indulging in horse-trading
of the elected MLAs. He remains in a
state of suspended animation and so
is the Congress. In comparison, the
BJP resolved its leadership conflict
without as much damage to the party
organisation.

The party’s confidence level can
be gauged from the Jfact that it is
thinking of fielding Dilip Singh Ju-
dev, who was caught on tape alleged-
ly accepting a bribe, in the Lok Sabha
elections.

The BJP’s national leadership is
leaving nothing to chance and is
making efforts to ensure that much
of the 7 per cent votes that went to
the Nationalist Congress Party in the
2003 Assembly elections will now
come to the BJP. Arvind Netam, the
adivasi leader, and Mr. V.C. Shukla,
the former Congress stalwart who
formed a party of his own after
breaking ranks with Sharad Pawar’s
NCP, have joined the BJP. The com-
bined effect of the newly-formed BjP
Government, the decimation of the
NCP and the demoralisation of the
Congress could be more than the
State Congress can handle. It has to
come up with something miraculous

to save a few seats mgmmﬁr.
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/ Parties Bring Band Of Warriors To Limelight

BJP announces list of
156 for LS poll show

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 14 MARCH

defending the title in Battle 2004 and Prime

Minister A.B. Vajpayee, the ruling NDA's
spearhead, will seek re-election from his Lucknow
seat.

Deputy prime minister L.K. Advani and 83 “sit-
ting” MPs figured in the list of 156 nominees re-
leased by the party. While the deputy prime minis-
ter will seek to renew his lease over Gandhinagar,
former Uttar Pradesh chief minister Kalyan Singh
has been fielded from Bulandshahar.

While deciding on the nomination for the politi-
cally crucial Uttar Pradesh, where the stage is set for
a four-cornered contest, it opted for the safe route
and awarded tickets to 27 ofits “sitting” MPs. Only
one MP, Chattrapal Singh, was asked to make way
for Mr Kalyan Singh in Bulandshahar.

This marked a departure from the hitherto ac-
cepted practice of factoring in the findings of its in-
house surveys in nominations. The survey had
talked about major anti-incumbency disadvantage
for eight of its sitting MPs from Uttar Pradesh.

Given this the decision to renominate these par-
ty leaders indicated an assessment in the party that
the Vajpayee factor may not be enough to over-
come any possible rebellion in the wake of seat
distribution. At the same time, the decision to an- i "
nounce 54 of its nominees from UP was alsoreflec- ~ Name Game: BJP general secretary Pramod Mahajan
tive of a confidence in the BJP about its prospectsin  releasing the list of candidates contesting in the polls at
the politically crucial state. the BIP HQ in New Delhi on Sunday. — PTi

With four-comnered contest in the state all set to
unleash a dash of caste loyalties, the BJPisbanking contest from his traditional North Mumbai seat,
on the social marginalisation and the upper caste while junior minister in power, Jaywantibehn
distrust for the Congress and the BSP. Mehta will seek re-election from South Mumbai.

In Uttar Pradesh where the Congress has failed to Mr V.C. Shukla, who merged his Rashtriya Jan-
garner the support of the BSP, the party could be  tantrik Dal with BJP on Saturday, has been nomi-
pushed to the edge by the two identity-based par- nated from Mahasamund in Chhattisgarh. Maneka
ties, the SP and Ms Mayawati’s outfit. Gandhi, who joined the party recently, has been

But, BJP leaders acknowledged that the UP list  fielded from Pilibhit. Lalitha Kumaramangalam, sis-
could bring it some bad publicity as the party’sstate  ter of the late Rangarajan Kumaramangalam,
president, Vinay Katiyar, deserted the nucleus of would be contesting from the lone seat in
the Hindutva movement, Faizabad, foraseatdom- Pondicherry.
inated by his Kurmi brethren, Lakhimpur Kheri. In Delhi, the party has renominated all the six sit-

In Maharashtra, the BJP took care to minimise ting MPs. While Vijay Goel has shifted to Sadar seat,
the effect of anti-incumbency by axing fourleaders  earlier held by Madan Lal Khurana prior to becom-
who had represented Bhandara, Chimur, Beedand  ing a legislator, no name has been announced for
Ahmadnagar. Petroleum minister Ram Naik will the Chandni Chowk seat.

T HE BJP on Sunday announced its A-team for
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Seats won in Lok Sabha efections 1999

The three battlegod

BJP
allies

Cong.
co [ G ovr

Punjab
Rajasthan
Guijarat
Maharashtra
Madhya Pradesh
Chhattisgarh
Goa
Karnataka
Kerala
Total

8 | -~ | 2
o |- -
6

Seats won in Lok Sabha elections 1999

BJP

Cong. !
alies. (Others

Tamil Nadu | 39 4
Andhra Pradesh | 42 7
Orissa 21 9
West Bengal 42 k 2
Jharkhand 14 | 11
Bihar 40

Assam
North East
Total

Jammu & Kashmir
Uttaranchal
Haryana

Himachal Pradesh « 4
Delhi

Uttar Pradesh

Total

Note: The seals add up to 537. These lables exclude Chanoigarh, Andaman

& Nicobar Lakshadweep, Pondicherry, Da

Of tha six, four went to the Congress, one

dra & Nagar Havell, Daman, Diu.
to the BJP and one to an Independent.

Starting today, we begin a series of analytical
articles by well-known political scientist

Yogendra Yadav on the coming Lok Sabha and
State Assembly elections. In his maiden piece,
Yaday takes a bird's eye view of the electoral
prospects of the two major political fronts

across the country.
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Never mind the polisters, the race is still

F THE media were to decide

elections, the general elections

to the 14th Lok Sabha would be

a pointless exercise. The verdict
is already out: the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party-led National Democrat-
ic Alliance is sure to return to powet.
Almost all sections of the media have
said this from the day the NDA de-
cided to advance the polls. Two seri-
ous nationwide surveys have
supported this forecast, though in
varying degrees. Add to this the
umpteen number of newspaper arti-
cles, views of poll pundits and the
astrologers, The hawa, as they say,
favours the ruling coalition.

I am not convinced of this estab-
lished wisdom, 1 am not convinced
that it is a one-sided race all the way,
that the NDA’s majority is a foregone
conclusion and that the Congress is
about to slip down to its worst-ever
performance. I am not sure that the
electoral race can be called at this
stage, and that even if one were to
call it at this stage the results would
be quite what the media think to be
the case. This is, of course, not to say
that there is no substance in the con-
ventional wisdom. Nor do I dismiss
the two nationwide surveys publish-
ed by India Today and Outlook {§ do
not include in this category some
other purely urban opinion polls that
are hard to take seriously). It is just
that years of watching elections has
convinced me of the value of politi-
cal commonsense and has taught me
to disregard hype.

Before I set out my reasons for not
subscribing to the prevailing wisdom
about an NDA victory, let me first
note what I believe to be valuable in
this wisdom. First, it is true that the
ruling coalition does not confront an
electorate in a mood of total rejec-

tion of the sort we saw in the national
elections of 1977, 1980, 1989 or 1996.
The absence of a strong ‘anti-incum-
bency’ mood at the end of a nearly
full term of the government is no
mean achievement.

The second element of truth in the
prevailing wisdom is related t0 the
first. 1t is true that at the core of this
achievement for the NDA is the im-
age of the Prime Minister, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, in the eyes of the public.
All the opinion polls so far have
shown that his image has remained
remarkably unaffected by the vari-
ous scams and scandals that have
taken place in the last five years. He
is in any case substantially ahead of
the Congress president, Sonia Gand-
hi, the only other name in the race.

And finally, there is no doubt that
the organisational capacity of the
BJP election machinery is way ahead
of the Congress. This was clearly in
evidence in the way Congress lost the
Assembly elections in Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh. The Congress may
have recovered somewhat, but there
are signs of the same in the Lok Sab-
ha elections as well: the BJ¥ is a well-
oiled machine, while in the Congress
the left hand does not know what the
right is doing.

The question therefore is, what
conclusions can one draw from these
facts. It would be fair to conclude
from these facts that the ruling NDA
is not headed for an electoral debacle
or a wipe-out of the kind many ruling
parties have faced in the past. One
could also conclude that the BJP-led
alliance is better placed ta exploit the
electoral opportunities that present
themselves than its rival

But, to my mind, all this is not

_enough to conclude that the NDA is

headed for a repeat of its perform-

ance and is sure to come back to
power. For this to be true, one has to
produce evidence that there is not
only no anti-incumbency mood
against the NDA, but also that there
is a positive sentiment, something of
a ‘feel good’ factor
across the country.
One has to demon-
strate that the pref-
erence for Vajpayee
will prevail over
other  considera-
tions in the voting decision. One
needs to show that the BJP is already
so close to the magic number that its
organisational advantage is enough
to make the difference. [ have notyet
seen evidence that convinces me on
these counts. Therefore I remain an
agnostic, as far as the final outcome
is concerned, and wait for more re-
liable evidence.

A fundamental flaw in thinking
about what is going to happen in this
election is that we tend to see things
through old frames while the politi-
cal realities have changed on the
ground. Gone are the days of nation-
wide swings in favour of one party
leading to waves or sweeps in elec-
tions. Ever since 1996, the Lok Sabha
elections are no longer a single na-
tionwide race — for all practical pur-
poses the general election now is 28
electoral races being held simultane-
ously; the national-level verdict is
nothing but the sum total of all the
State-level verdicts. A State is the ef-
fective unit of political choice even in
Lok Sabha elections.

Therefore, the most useful way to
think about electoral prospects is to
look at each State separately and as-
sess the type of party competition,
nature of social alliances and the
current electoral scenario. That is

what I propose to do in this series of
articles. The question therefore is not
whether the NDA has an advantage
at the national level. That it un-
doubtedly has. The real question is
whether the BJP and its various allies

can convert this advantage into seats
in each State, That remains an open
question. Before we turn to each
State in this series, let us begin with
an gverview. [t may be useful to think
of the coming electoral battle in
terms of three battlegrounds and
group all the States accordingly into
one of the three types of contests.

The ‘Western Front,’ from Punjab
downwards right up to Kerala in-
cluding the whole of old Madhya
Pradesh, represents the zone of op-
portunity for the NDA. This is where
it is likely to put up a good show and
record gains in terms of votes and
seats.

The ‘Eastein Front’ includes all
the States on the eastern coast from
Tamil Nadu to West Bengal and ex-
tends to Bihar and Jharkhand on the

A BJP victory appears
to be a foregone
conclusion if the media
and the opinion polls
are to be believed.
But that is really
not the case.

one hand and the North-East on the
other. The NDA had hit a peak here
in the last election and faces an up-
hill task of cutting its losses to a min-
imum in this zone.

And finally, there is the ‘Northern
Front’ comprising Uttar Pra-
desh and a group of small
States in the northwest. This
zone is smaller than the other
two but this is where the real
uncertainty lies and where
the real battle will be fought.

The principal nature of the politi-
cal contest in the Western Front is
that of the Congress versus the BJP.
The NDA had bagged 108 of the 202
seats in this region in 1999 with the
BJP alone getting 88. The Congress
on the other hand won 70 seats with
its allies adding another four. The
BJP has allies only in Punjab and
Maharashtra, while the Congress has
allies only in Maharashtra and Ker-
ala.

The BJP enjoys an advantage in
this direct face-off with the Congress.
The Congress regimes in Punjab,
Maharashtra, Karnataka and Kerala
are well past their honeymoon peri-
od, while the BJP has the advantage
of freshly elected regimes in Rajas-
than, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh
and to some extent in Gujarat. How-
ever, the NDA cannot expect to gain
a large number of seats here com-
pared to its performance in 1999. Ex-
cept Punjab, Karnataka and Kerala,
the NDA did very well in this entire
belt. While the NDA votes may im-

rove in Maharashtra, the Congress-
NCP alliance may reduce the NDA’s
tally. In Kerala, the BJP is still far
short of converting any gains of votes
into seats. All in all, the NDA cannot
expect to add more than 20 seats to
its existing tally of 108 in this zone.

On the Eastern Front, the NDA will
be engaged in a defensive battle.
Here the contest involves principally
the allies of the BJP and other region-
al political parties. Barring Jhark-
hand, none of the States will witness
a direct BJP-Congress contest. Here
the NDA had peaked in the previous
Lok Sabha elections winning 136 of a
total of 223 seats, of which 89 went to
the BJP's allies.

The NDA, particularly the BJP’s al-
lies, has a lot to lose here. It nearly
swept Andhra Pradesh, Orissa and
Jharkhand last time and will need to
do exceptionally well to retain those
seats. The nature of the anti-NDA
coalition in Tamil Nadu and the state
of the BJP’s allies in Bihar and West
Bengal will make it difficult for the
NDA to repeat its performance in
these States. The only place where
the NDA can hope to retain and im-
prove its position is Assam and other
northeastern States, but then all of
them account for only 25 seats. The
NDA would be lucky if it contains its
losses to about 40 seats. In a worst-
case scenario, the losses for the NDA
could go up to 60 seats or more.

That leaves the Northern Front,
which itself can be divided into Uttar
Pradesh and a group of small States
in the northwest. The second group,
comprising Jammu and Kashmi, Hi-
machal Pradesh, Uttaranchal, Ha-
ryana and Delhi, accounts for 32
seats of which the Congress won only
one last time. The BJP swept this re-
gion, winning 21 seats with its allies
picking another six.

This time it will be very difficult for
the BJP to repeat this performance,
especially after the split with the In-
dian National Lok Dal in Haryana. In
Uttar Pradesh, which should be seen
as a region in itself, the situation is
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open

still unclear since the alliances are
yet to be firmed up. In any case, the
BJP does not have big gains to look
forward to here and should be con-
tent if it can retain the 25 seats it has
now. If the Congress-BSP alliance
does not take place, the SP can hope
to add to its tally at the expense of
the rest. If the BSP and the Congress
do come together, the combine
could inflict considerable damages
on both the SP and the BJP. The NDA
cannot possibly improve ‘'upon its
tally in the northern zone; its losses
may vary from none to a loss of up to
20 seats.

The final overall outcome will de-
pend upon how the electoral battle
on all the three fronts plays itself out.
This is not the place or the stage to
speculate on what the final outcome
will be, But if the scenario presented
above makes any sense, at least three
types of outcomes are possible. The
first scenario is that of the NDA com-
ing back with a majority, perhaps a
reduced majority. The second is that
of the NDA falling short of majority
by a small number, say up to 20. In
that case the anti-NDA parties would
still be considerably behind the NDA
and the latter could draw upon some
unattached parties such as the SP to
form the Government.

But if the NDA does poorly in any
two of the three battlegrounds, espe-
cially if the Congress-BSP alliance
comes about, a third possibility is al-
so open. The combined strength of
the Congress, its allies and the Left
could cross the majority mark. All the
three scenarios lie within a very
small range and can come about
with a mere 50 seats changing hands.
But the political consequences of the
three scenarios are radically differ-
ent. It is still an open race.
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. DECISION SOON ON NCP SYMBOL

e \ .
1, EC rules out action

By Our Special Correspondent

— N l’
gainst Advani’s y
sufficient machines wc,)zlld ein' l';in all the

BANGALORE, MARCH 4. The Election Commission
has ruled out any action against the proposed
“Bharat Uday Yatra” of the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, LK. Advani, as long as it did not violate any
law. He is set to launch a countrywide election
campaign in two phases from March 10.

At a press conference here today, the Chief
Election Commissioner, T.S. Krishnamurthy, said
that there was no move to act against the yatra.
The press meet, addressed by Mr. Krishnamurthy
and the two Election Commissioners, B.B. Tan-
don and N. Gopalaswami, followed a series of
meetings they held with various political party
leaders, the Chief Secretary, K.K. Mishra, the Di-
rector-General of Police, T. Madiyal, and other
officials. ‘

Mr. Krishnamurthy said the Commission
would soon decide on the allotment of the party
symbol to the Nationalist Congress Party. The
matter was in the final stages. Asked which of the
two groups — headed by Sharad Pawar and P.A.
Sangma — would get the symbol, Mr. Krishna-
murthy said: “Your guess is as good as mine.”

UNI, PTI report: :

Mr. Tandon said that electronic voting ma-
chines (EVMs) would be used for the first time in
the entire Lok Sabha elections and added that

THE HINDU

Iad

States. . i
“The EVMs will reach there well in advance,”

he added. The machines would be guarded by

paramilitary forces once the polling was over.

Mr. Gopalaswami said district authorities had
been instructed to provide additional lists of vot-
ers as enrolment of voters was still on in many
places. The Commission also directed the au-
thorities to provide the political parties with elec-
toral rolls in the next 72 hpurs.

For the first time, the Commission will set up
helpline centres in urban conglomerates and dis-
trict units with facilities such as telephone lines
and complaint books.

It will initiate action based on information
available in these centres.

Mr. Krishnamurthy, replying to a question
about disqualified candidates, said the Commis-
sion would shortly put up on its website the
names of 3,300 of them, announced recently.

Separate queue for senior citizens

The Election Commission was considering a
proposal to have a separate queue for senior citi-
zens for the coming elections and would decide
on it soon. “We are examining the proposal ...
how it could be implemented. We will take a deci-
sion soon,” he said.

r 9 MAR 24
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THE HIDUSTAN

Advani off to

Opp slams ‘provocative campaign;, appeals to EC

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, March 2

THE FIRST, in 1990, had brought
V.P. Singh’s government down. The
second, in 1997, built the momen-
tum for the following year’s ride to
power. Now L.K. Advani is set to hit
the road again — only this time, the
yatra will not witness a strident cry
for change from a fiery chariot.

In keeping with the status of a
ruling party with a well-oiled poll
machine, the five-week, 8,000-km
journey through 15 states will come
on a specially-fitted bus.

The Opposition, however, thinks
that despite the incumbency factor,
‘Bharat Uday Yatra’ could see as
much wrath and fury as the earlier
rath yatras.

The CPI(M) said the ride would
be a “provocative campaign” as the
BJP leader had asserted there was
an “intrinsic” link between this ya-
tra and the previous ones.

RJD chief Laloo Prasad Yadav
said the yatra is aimed at “foment-
ing communal passions” ahead of
the polls. It will bring out in the
open the BJP’s hidden agenda of
Ram and Ayodhya.

The Congress urged the Election
Commission to act against the BJP
and Advani for “violating” the mod-
el code of conduct by announcing
the yatra at the “cost of the taxpay-
er’'s money”.

Code or no code, Bharat Uday, in
its latest edition, is certain to be
back on television. A number of sen-
ior party leaders, including Prime
Minister A.B. Vajpayee, will join the
yatra at various places. Vajpayee
will receive Advani in Amritsar and
meet the yatra again in Lucknow —
his constituency.

The first phase of the yatra will
start from Kanyakumari on March
10 and end in Amritsar on March
26, after travelling 4,125 km. The
second phase will begin from Por-
bandar, Mahatma Gandhi’s birth-
place, on March 30 and end in Puri
on April 14, covering a distance of
over 3,700 km.

Announcing his plan at the party
headquarters here, Advani said the
thrust of his yatra would be to high-
light the NDA government’s achi-

‘*";-'S

[RLAT ™S

xpels Rashid Alvi, its
st leacler after Mayaw
ishi Ram, Alvi had

evements and the “tremendous pace
of development” during the past five
years in comparison with the Con-
gress’ achievements in 50 years.
Advani repeatedly emphasised
that far from focusing on him as the
lauha purush (iron man) of the BJP,
his yatra would project Vajpayee’s
“inspiring leadership” that had en-
abled the government to deliver its
promise of turning swaraj (self-
rule) into su-raj (good governance).

w3 MAR 20N

Conceived and organised by par-
ty general secretary Pramod Maha-
jan, the yatra will be flagged off by
BJP president M. Venkaiah Naidu.
Sources said party leaders were try-
ing to rope in Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister J. Jayalalithaa to attend
the flag-off.

The yatra will pass through Nax-
alite-dominated areas in Andhra
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh as also
Ayodhya. In all, it will visit 121 Lok

other yatra

HELP LINE

Election Commission mulis
over NGO's proposal that
separate queues should be
formed for elderly voters
at every poll booth

Sabha constituencies. During the
course of its first phase, the yatra
will pass through Tamil Nadu, Ker-
ala, Karnataka, Maharashtra,
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, and
Haryana before ending in Punjab.
In the second phase, it will pass
through Gujarat, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Chhat-
tisgarh and Orissa.

See also Pages 4 & 5
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Pondicherry (1)

Tamil Nadu (39)

[}Praset 20mapit 16 141 Phaselli 5thMay 7
Phasell 2ethAprii 11 137 hase V. 10thMay 16 182

Simultaneous slections for Legislative Assemblies of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Orissa & Sikkim will
follow the schedule of the corresponding Partiamentary Constituencies KBK Poligraphics
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‘NDA violated ¢ code of C(;}Vduct’

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 9

THE CONGRESS on Monday
charged the NDA govern-
ment with violating the spir-
it of the model code of con-
duct while accusing it of “ra
pacious plunder” of the pub-
lic exchequer with its adver-
tisements on the “India Shin-
ing” campaign.

Since the Union Cabinet
had decided on January 27 to
dissolve the Lok Sabha, the
party argued that the model

.code of conduct should be
deemed to have come into ef-
fect since then and not as it
usually happens after the an-
nouncement of the election
schedule.

“Any expenditure to proj-
ect the government’s ach-
ievements is not only im-
proper, but also outrageous-
ly immoral”, spokesman
Jaipal Reddy said, even as
he welcomed the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner’s appeal
to parties to follow the mod-
el code and asked the gov-
ernment to “desist” from
the “perverse” practice of
misusing the taxpayers’
money. He charged that the

99”

‘\,Q

AP

Sonia Gandhi walks with supporters at a rally venue in Kaudiram near Gorakhpur on Monday.

Centre was spending more
than Rs 500 crore on ads,
with even the Planning
Commission  “strangely”
coming out with one.
Meanwhile, kicking off
the Congress poll campaign

in UP’s Deoria, Sonia Gand-
hi blamed the Centre for the
plight of farmers and in-
creasing unemployment in
the country She appealed to
the people to vote for the
Congress and to oust the

NDA government.

Sonia said:she had decid-
ed to tour eastern UP
because she was aware of
the deplorable condition of
the farmers and the people
of the region. /



LS poll dates only after

review of rolls, says

Press Trust of India
Coimbatore, January 18 \Q\\
ELECTION COMMISSIONER
T.S. Krishnamurthy on Sunday
said that the Election Commis-
sion will decide the date for Lok
Sabha polls only after a proper
review of the progress in prepa-
ration of electoral rolls and pho-
to identity cards in all the states.

The EC will convene a meet-
ing of all chief electoral officers
in the first week of February to
review the progress and then fi-
nalise the dates, Krishnamurthy
told reporters here.

Terming as "incorrect" press
reports that elections to the Lok
Sabha will be held after 45 days
of its dissolution, Krishna-
murthy said: "We should get pre-
pared, discuss the various op-

“tions and only after reviewing
the ground realities can we de-
cide the dates.”

When asked whether the polls
will be held in five-phases, as
was done during the last elec-
tions, he said: "We would like to
reduce that." This will, however,
depend on the availability of
paramilitary forces and weather
conditions in different states.

The EC will try to hold elec-
tions on a single day in all the
states, except in Jammu and
Kashmir, where climatic condi-
tions are not conducive for hold-
ing polls in one day, Krishna-
murthy said. To a question about
doing away with the provision of
allowing a member to contest
from two constituencies and fix-
ing an upper age limit for the
candidates, he said: "There is no
such proposal and the status quo
will continue." ‘

Electronic voting machines
will be used throughout the
country in the coming Lok Sab-
ha polls, he said, adding steps to
rationalise and reduce the num-
ber of polling stations had been
taken for the purpose.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

g\ s ‘Uk/
Alliance: Moves and counter-moves

; BJP: while truck
k | with Mayawati or
Mulayam is totally
ruled out, the party

‘1 is still open to an
alliance with Jaya.
The party is also
evasive on the
issue of Kalyan
Singh’s return to
the BJP

CONGRESS
Having reached an understanding with the DMK, Congress
president decided to go the extra mile and travel to Chennai
to seal the electlon pact

SOME STATS

An analysis of the election results
from 1991 onwards shows:

7 Copstituencies have not
elected a sitting member for
the LS for the second term

4 MPs have won last five
consecutive LS polls

QUOTE

Vajpayee is the great
grand-father of all world
) politicians — be it Bush,

LOK SABHA Deputy Speaker P. M
Sayeed holds the record of getting

elected 10 times, the runner up is { Putin or anybody who are
the CPM’s Somnath Chatterjee ! in their 60s.
who has won nine elections. (PTi) ‘ Pramod Mahajan
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DA gift

)\ STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, Jan. 17. — Taking a cue
from the NDA government at the Cen-
tre, the ‘state government too has an-
nounced a package full of pecuniary
sops, arguably with the polls in mind
and in spite of the financial crisis the
state is facing.

Finance minister Mr Asim Dasgupta
today announced the release of two in-
stalments of the pending DA for teach-
ers and non-teaching staff of govern-
ment-aided institutions, panchayat and
municipal employees and employees of
all government undertakings with effect
from 1 January 2004. This will cost the
exchequer Rs 30 crore and benefit 5.6
lakh people, apart from 1.8 lakh retired
employees. Two installments of DA for
employees directly under the state gov-
ernment were released in July 2003.

Another 14 per cent letters of credit
(40 per cent in total) will also be re-
leased under the non-Plan head for re-
pair work in sectors like roads, irriga-
. tion, drinking water and select fields of
| engineering. This would cost Rs 156
crore at the minimum, the finance min-
ister said. Sanction for Rs 126 crore is
also likely under the Plan head of state

eyswpolls loom

THE MOVE

] W Two instalments of pending DA
for teachers and non-teaching staff |
of govt-aided institutions,
panchayat, civic and government
undertaking employees — with
effect from 1 January

| |
| |
| |
% THE IMPACT ’
|-
\

B To cost Rs 30 crore
To benefit 5.6 lakh people and
1.8 lakh retired employees

Budget to facilitate the PWD’s con-
structing new roads.

Talking about the Supreme Court rul-
ing disqualifying teachers for gratuity,
Mr Dasgupta said: “Teachers receive
gratuity as per Death-cum-Retirement
Benefit Rule 1985 in our state. We will
not discontinue this benefit.”

The minister admitted that the sops
would increase pressure on the excheq-
uer, but asserted that today’s move had |
nothing to do with the next polls.“We
had committed that we would pay two |
instalments of pending DA to teachers
within the current fiscal, much before
the polls were in the scenario,” he said.

1 Jan gy
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P ”“’Formalp decision at BJP meet Iikelyf

‘early

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

HYDERABAD, Jan. 10. — The BJP
today drew curtdins on speculations
about possible advancement of the
Lok Sabha polls as general secretary
and spokesman Mr Pramod Mahajan

- said here that the party wanted the
elections to be held in March.
“Everybody in the country knows
that elections, are round the corner.
There’s no more suspense,” he said at
a Meet-the-Press programme.

Mr Mahajan, obviously, did not
confirm reports on politicai vaicula-
tions that had prompted the main
ruling party at the Centre to
advance the polls. He would only
say that September, when the elec-
tions are due, “is the worst month to
hold polls”.

The comments came before party
office-bearers met in the evening to
finalise the agenda for the two-day
national executive meeting, starting
tomorrow, during which a formal
decision on the issue may be taken,

The BJP, he said, wants elections
~within 45 days of the dissolution of
the Lok Sabha. If the House is dis-
solved in‘the last week of January or
first week of February, elections can
be announced by 15 February and
the process can end by Mérch-end.
“By Makara Sankranti (15 January),
the people would know about the fate
of the 13th Lok Sabha.” He indicated
that while March-end was the pre-
ferred time, the party was not averse
to0.an April or a May poll. '

On the Election Commission’s role

" in announcing the poll schedule, Mr

March to

\\\

) 4

olls

ON DYNASTY, DR SINGH...

— Mrs
Sonia Gandhi’'s foreign origin and
her ability will be a key poll issue
for the BJP, Mr Pramod Mahajan
sald. “We've the captain and the
team. We don’t know who’s on the

HYDERABAD, Jan. 10.

other side,” he said referring to
confusions over who would lead a
Congress-led coalition.

On Mr Somnath Chatterjee’s
statement that Dr Manmohan
Singh coulu ve the Congress Pii |
candidate, he wondered how could
the Left do such a turnaround
after slamming the former finance
minister for his policies. On Mrs
Priyanka Vadra, he said: “Some
leaders are not happy with the
mother, they may opt for the
daughter.” — SNS

Mahajan said: “It's the duty of the |
EC to ensure free and fair polls and
also to give a popular government to
the people at the earliest. The two
duties are not exclusive to each
other. We'll, however, not force the
schedule on the EC.”

Among the key issues the BJP will
talk about during the campaign, the
first is leadership. “We've Mr Vaj-
payee who is head and shoulders
abave other politicians of the day,

" whose popularity can only be com-

pared | with that of Nehru.” The
party will also harp on performance.

- “We've proved stable and have all

round performance for everyone
to see.”

N VYT ant
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