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The institutions of education

The crisis of education was in part created

by the collapse of those institutions that
~ had neither the democratic nor the
- professional autonomy to sustain Al

themselves against government directives. K\

v

\\9

This has to be corrected. Such a correction
‘should be the priority of the present
Government, argues Romila Thapar, the
~eminent historian of early India. The

educational system must recognise one of

its purposes as being encouragement to r

the advance of knowledge through the Qq/
educational values it endorses and the N

S

facilities it provides. Such values requireQ\
the availability of school education to all

a commitment few governments are willing
~to make in India as is evident from the
perennial refusal of an even halfway
adequate budget for education.

N SOCIETIES like ours

where governments seek to

be patrons of knowledge,

government policy towards
education is fundamental to the
way in which knowledge can be
advanced or, for that matter, re-
versed. This becomes central
and sensitive in situations
where the major part of educa-
tion, at all levels, is controlled
by the Central and State govern-
ments. The alternative is not
that education should be priv-
atised but that governments
should treat it in a less casual
way than most have done, or in
a callous way as one recent gov-
ernment has done. We have ex-
perienced the disastrous impact
on education of a committed
propagandist policy under the
Bharatiya Janata Party. Such ex-
periences could well be avoided
if there is a greater participation
of educationists and academics
in hammering out the policy,
and if the institutions involved
in education are allowed to ex-
ercise their autonomy or are
given greater autonomy, and at
the same time made transpar-
ent and responsible in terms of
their social function.

We may choose to regurgitate
what we find indigestible from
the period of the BJP govern-
ment in matters of education,
but it is equally if not more im-
portant to set up procedures
and give them the necessary
statutory and legal basis so that
they cannot be overthrown by
the next government. This de-
mands urgency since we are
chronically slow at activating
clearly thought out procedures.
It also demands some hard
thinking on how to structure in-
stitutions. This may involve re-
formulating the statutes that
govern such institutions, a re-
formulation that could require
more than just a ministerial
sanction. It would also need a

fresh look at the procedures for
funding institutions and the
procedures of how funds are
made available. Is it possible to
think of alternative ways of en-
suring that at least the funding
for research can be an inde-
pendent source even if the fi-
‘nances come from government?

The crisis that we have been
through was in part created by
the collapse of those institu-
tions that had neither the dem-
ocratic nor the professional
autonomy to sustain them-
selves against government di-
rectives. This has to be
corrected. Such a correction
should be the priority of the
present government.

Deciding the curriculum

The Central Advisory Board
on Education (CABE) needs ur-
gently to reconsider the curricu-
lum for school education and
do so not in a leisurely fashion
but with alacrity, drawing on
widespread discussion. It would
be at least a small safeguard if
CABE were to be made a statu-
tory body incorporating some
legal rights in determining edu-
cational structures. The fre-
quency of meetings to vet the
procedures could be stipulated.
An adequate membership rep-
resenting educationists and
professionals in the disciplines
should be a requirement. A
good professional representa-
tion may allow it to exercise
more autonomy than if it is
swamped by ex-officio mem-
bers. It may be worth reconsi-
dering the  balance  of
membership in such bodies.
Governments tend to fear the
autonomy claimed by academ-
ics; consequently academics
will have to insist on being rep-
resented on state organisations
that have educational
functions.

In bodies such as the Indian

Council for Historical Research,
the Indian Council for Social
Scierce Research, and the Indi-
ary’Institute of Advanced Stud-
s, which were mutated to suit
the political policy of the BJP, it
is not enough to change the
people running these organisa-
tions. It is equally necessary to
examine their existing constitu-
tions with a view to incorporat-
ing into these institutions the
required statutory and legal
provisions that wili give them
the authority to resist the pres-
sures of a government. These
are all primarily research insti-

. Whtutions and even though fi-

nanced by the government,

Q-/SL / - their administration of research
i projects should not be so vul-

nerable that they are subjected
to the whims of whichever gov-
ernment happens to be in pow-
er.

Textbooks

The National Council for
Educational  Research  and
Training (NCERT) could en-
hance its role as a centre for
pedagogy interwoven with the
disciplines. It could have a pri-
mary concern with assessing
the textbooks that are used.
NCERT textbooks need also to
be sieved through professional
bodies both for disciplinary
content and for pedagogy. Two
committees of historians vetted
the NCERT textbooks in History
prescribed in the 1960s. [t might
also put into perspective the
function of the NCERT text-
books, which were originally
thought of as model textbooks.

Since there are a number of
textbooks on the market for
each subject and class, an eval-
uation of these books by a re-
sponsible body would be a
considerable help to schools
and Examination Boards in pre-
scribing books. An additional
exercise would be to set up dis-
cipline committees 1o assess at
least a sample of textbooks used
in a range of schools, be they
Government  schools, Sishu
Mandirs, Madrassahs, Gurdwa-
ra schools, convents, DAV
schools, those of the Ramak-
rishna Mission and the lot. This
is not to suggest a centralised
control but transparency in who
is teaching what, a transparency
that needs to be taken seriously
both by professional education-
ists and by Indian citizens. Text-
books in some States have been
startling in terms of giving mis-
information. And the assess-
ment needs to be more than
perfunctory. An evaluation of
what is acceptable and what is
not and for what reasons would
raise debates about what goes
into school education and such
debates are’essential to respon-
sible schooling.

Textbooks are not just teach-
ing manuals. They shape the
minds of children and to that
extent invest the next genera-
tion with values of citizenship.
Consequently there has to be an
awareness of the attitudes in-
culcated through textbooks -
not values that promote politi-
cal ideologies but values that

ensure an informed citizenry
and a vibrant civil society, and
particularly an awareness of the
human rights that go with both.
However, vetting textbooks is
not sufficient. The procedures
of the Examination Boards re-
quire looking into — particular-
ly the manner in which a
syllabus or textbook is chosen.
More often than not there is lit-
tle evaluation of the content
and pedagogy of the book, the
choice being arbitrary. Nor is
there an attempt to involve
teachers who are professionally
interested in what they teach.
This leads on to the publishers
of textbooks, and that is another
complex story.

Training teachers

If the syllabus in a subject is
to be made more up-to-date,
then the training of teachers
who teach the subject has to be
improved. It is unfair to expect
teachers to teach what they
themselves are unfamiliar with.
Extensive refresher courses
would be one way of handling
the problem. These could be
aimed to train the teacher in the
methods of the discipline and
acquaint her with some of the
more established advances in
the subject with an emphasis on
explaining how the advances
have come about. The locating
of the discipline within a bigger
body of knowledge may help
improve the intellectual world-
view of the teacher and may
well inspire an initiative in pur-
suing the subject at greater
depth.

Teachers also need to be en-
couraged. In many schools
teachers are not trained in a
specific subject and teach a
range of unconnected subjects.
Such teachers would need to be
familiar with both the subject
and its wider context. If the con-
text catches the attention of the
teacher, the subject will also be
taught in a more meaningful
way.
Such refresher courses could
be backed by additional on-go-
ing activities. A single course is
not enough. It has to be supple-
mented with the assistance of
booklets, television pro-
grammes, and radio talks so
that the interest of the teachers
can be both sustained and en-
larged. Since the textbook pro-
vides the basic information, the
audio-visual media could be
used to talk more fully about the
subject and to encourage teach-
ers and students to apply this
knowledge to the world in
which they live. If the general
pattern of the programme can
be worked out intelligently and
imaginatively, it can be applied
in multiple ways.

Doordarshan could have an
educational channel bifurcated
into programmes for students
and teachers. This idea was dis-
cussed in the initial stages of
Prasar Bharati but was not pur-
sued when the BJP Government
came to power soon after. Pre-
sumably this could also draw on
the work of EDUSAT, which
need not be limited to science

education. A basic TV set for ev-
ery secondary school should
not be difficult, particularly if
manufacturers can be encour-
aged to donate such sets. It
would make a substantial differ-
ence particularly in the teaching
of subjects in which visual ob-
jects play a part, such as archae-
ology and history (showing
what has been excavated), ge-
ography (displaying maps and
landscapes); and for demon-
strating scientific experiments.
Library facilities

Some resources should at
least be made available for set-
ting up minimal library facilities
in schools that might encourage
teachers and senior students to
read. The gifting of used books
that can be distributed to school
libraries may be a way of start-
ing a useful trend. Bad text-
books are less of a problem
where teachers are themselves
aware of the many dimensions
of a subject through their read-
ing. If the allocation of re-
sources makes this difficult,
some serious thought should be
given to putting a stop to fi-
nancing new universities until
primary and secondary educa-
tion has caught up to a greater
degree. Or at least frill interests
in university curricula can be
divested. Clearly there was
enough spare money. to fund
the whimsical interest of one
Minister when finances were
made available for establishing
Departments of Astrology. This
money could have been better
diverted to more schools and
more training for teachers. In
most places children, and espe-
cially Dalit children, become lit-
erate despite the obstacles
presented by the so-called ‘edu-
cational facilities’.

Speaking of libraries, this is
one fundamental requirement
for research that, with rare ex-
ceptions, functions in an ap-
palling manner. Quite apart
from books and manuscripts
being badly housed, even up-
to-date cataloguing is regarded
as unnecessary. This makes the
retrieval of books so difficult
that finding them in the library
becomes a battle of wits. When
universities are financed, the li-
brary is not a priority even
though it is in fact the most es-
sential, if not dynamic, part of a
university. Where the state is
disinclined, inadequate funding
could be improved with private
donations for the purchase of
books as happens elsewhere
where libraries are well man-
aged. Part of the drag on the
functioning of libraries is also
that the staff is so poorly
trained. Sometimes one has the
irpression that the only qual-
ification seems to be basic liter-
acy. Library Science has
perhaps to be converted into a
more rigorous discipline.

And then there is the problem
of duplications in holdings. Li-
braries have a tendency to order
the same books and journals as
other libraries in the city. If li-
braries were made more acces-
sible, this could be avoided and

there could be the availability of
a wider range of reading. Such
measures do become necessary
where funding is limited and li-
braries are specialised. Added
to which the cost of books keeps
leaping upwards. A computer-
based catalogue could provide
useful information of the hold-
ings of major libraries in a town
provided the data are complete.
For example, holdings of jour-
nals should state which vol-
umes are available where. The
format for such computerised
data is available from well-es-
tablished libraries.

One assumes that this could
be done more easily for libraries
run by government depart-
ments. However, three major li-
braries in Delhi, (the libraries of
the Archaeological Survey of In-
dia, the National Museum, and
the Indira Gandhi National
Centre for the Arts) in an area of
less than half a mile square,
with substantially similar hold-
ings, function independently of
each other. A few years ago,
some of us working in fields of
pre-modern studies suggested
that the functioning of these li-
braries might be rationalised.
They could be clubbed together
into a large library complex or
their holdings could be so coor-
dinated as to avoid duplication,
allowing each one to specialise
in different fields and subscribe
to a different set of journals.

Access to journals

A combined catalogue would
help locate publications and
would provide researchers with
access to a fuller range of up-to-
date publications and journals.
This is centrally important to re-
search since much that is new
often takes the form of papers in
reputed journals. A lack of jour-
nals and recent publications
puts Indian scholars at a disad-
vantage. Subscribing to many
foreign journals is undoubtedly
expensive. One of the ways of

' Historian Romla Thapar

making such journals in the hu-
manities and social sciences
available would be to have a
single centre where all these are
available and where researchers
can come and consult them, or
else purchase photo-copies of

-relevant papers published in

these journals.

Unlike university libraries,
there are not that many people
using these libraries and the
functioning could be strcam-
lined. Research does not
emerge full-blown seated on a
lotus. It requires access to up-
to-date information — the kind
of access that is now taken for
granted in the Institutes of Sci-
ence and the Indian Institutes
of Technology and the Indian
Institutes of Management. The
existence of the Nehru Museum
and Library has helped in rais-
ing the sights of research into
modern Indian history. Access
to up-to-date information is al-
so a requirement for intellectual
freedom.

All this cannot immediately
be put into action but much of it
can if it is prioritised and
planned. Priority does not mean
taking up one institution and
funding it lavishly while ne-
glecting others. It can also mean
setting up pilot centres to intro-
duce some of these activities
and such centres may hopefully
become the nuclei of expan-
sion. It also means that there
could be some integration with
non-governmental agencies in-
volved in similar work.

Educational values

The advancing of knowledge
is an activity at the level of re-
search scholars and institutes,
therefore why should one bring
in the issue of improving school
education? Knowledge cannot
advance in isolation. There has
to be a support system that al-
lows, or better still appreciates,
cutting-edge research. This can
come through an educational

system that recognises one of its
purposes as being encourage-
ment to the advance of knowl-
edge through the educational
values it endorses and the facil-
ities it provides. This would
strengthen the other function of

education, namely, ensuring
quality in professional training.

Education for all

Such educational values re-
quire the availability of school
education to all. It is a commit-
ment that few governments are
willing to make as is evident
from the perennial refusal of an
even halfway adequate budget
for education. Some like the
previous government were re-
versing measures to advance
knowledge because they used
educational channels primarily
and systematically to propagate
an ideology with a deliberate
deletion of knowledge that was
unacceptable to the ideology.
The procedures and institutions
I have referred to are not neces-
sarily where advances in knowl-
edge take place as a first
priority, but where the future
safeguarding of knowledge has
to be ensured.

The wider support comes
from a public recognition that
the requirements for knowledge
have to be comprehended and
carried forward, for this alone
makes it possible to explain the
world around us: knowledge is
not there to be bandied about
by politicians and the trendy
media. Advances in knowledge
are always controversial but the
controversies have first to be
understood, before they can be
pronounced upon. Given all the
talk about how advanced we are
in Information Technology and
what have you, we remain back-
ward in the essentials of educa-
tion. Having witnessed not so
long ago an attempt to mangle
knowledge, we have to prevent
that from happening again.
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N
Students pay for mlsadventure{bn medical admissions

hat West Bengal’s health minister, Surya Kanta Mishra,

refuses to accept responsibility for the dire straits in
which medical students find themselves under the so-
called NRI quota, reflects the heartless indifference that
he brings to repeated tragedies that occur on the health
front. The distress caused to students over admissions to
two medical colleges is a tragedy masterminded by the
government who admitted students under an NRI quota
after taking hefty capitation fees even before additional
MBBS seats at SSKM and Midnapore were sanctioned by
the Medical Council of India. Correspondingly, it deprived
successful candidates of the Joint Entrance Examination
last year.

The High Court pronounced the entire practice
irregular, but the government failed to comply with the
court’s order following which joint entrance students have
now secured further and stronger orders from the
Supreme Court. What is tragic is that the NRI quota
students have been allowed to attend classes in the
meantime and are preparing for the first semester exami-
nation in January — only to be told that they have to make
way for joint entrance students.

The government has mired the careers of both sets of
students in the worst possible dilemma after such a
colossal waste of time. And all this because it was busy
mopping up revenues, which the Supreme Court had
expressly stated was irregular.

It is some relief that the chief minister now accepts
responsibility for his government’s deliberate misdeeds
though how it will help the affected students is not clear.
But if he is so concerned about limiting the embarrassment
caused by reporter’s questions, he would have done better
not to make a pathetic display of his government’s
financial distress by collecting more than Rs 8 lakhs from
each of the 98 candidates admitted under the NRI quota
for nine semesters.

Now it is time to return that money — a painful task but
which means paying for incompetence and greed. But what
is more tragic is the fate of the quota students many of
whom have left other courses in order to pursue their
dream of becoming doctors from West Bengal. A month
ago the chief minister visited these students who were on
hunger-strike following the High Court order and assured
them that they were “our responsibility”. Now his health
minister pleads helplessness while the chief minister
makes sympathetic noises. He is in no position to declare
ever again that he is on the side of merit over admissions
and appomtments

It is equally evident that when his government is so
desperately in the red, ideological concerns are of no
consequence. Medical college admissions were considered
a goldmine by champions of the poor who had at one time
come down heavily on capitation/fees. Now the courts have
neatly called their bluff and left the government with no
option but to make amends,They could salvage some part
of their reputation by finding the means of protecting the
innocent victims.
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NRI medical se

‘Our“ Legal &mawbﬁdeﬁt

NEW DELHI/KOLKATA,
Dec. 13. — The Supreme
Court (coram, Sabharwal,
Naolekar, JJ) today directed
the state government to
implement within five days
its 29 October order asking
for 75 of the 105 NRI stu-
dents admitted in the two
new medical colleges — at
SSKM and in Midnapore —
to be dropped.

They will be replaced with
those who have qualified in
the Joint Entrance Exam-
ination in 2003-04. The
chief secretary was also
directed to file a compliance
report within seven days.

Describing as “unfortu-
nate” the manner in which
the government has been
conducting itself, the court
ordered: “Except for the 30
permitted in the NRI cate-
gory, the rest who have been
granted admission have to
go forthwith.” “Qur order

e on state

clearly states that of the 100
seats each in the two col-
leges, only 30 would be for
the NRI students.”

The chief secretary and
the principal secretary,
health, were present at the
hearing. They had been
issued notices at the last
hearing after some success-
ful JEE candidates brought
a contempt application
against these officials for
the government’s refusal to
comply with the Supreme
Court order.

The court directed that
the counter affidavit be
filed by the contemners
within two days and rejoin-
der affidavit to be filed by
the contemners within three
days thereafter. Hearing
will resume after the winter
vacation.

The students were repre-
sented by Mr Mukul
Rohtagi and Mr Sanjeev
Sen. The chief secretary was
represented by Mr KK
Venugopal and the principal

86 § M

ats

secretary by Mr Dipankar
Gupta.

Following the directive,
Mr Buddhadeb Bhatta-
charjee said: “I have spoken
to the chief secretary.”

There was a pall of gloom
among NRI students at the
SSKM and Midnapore med-
ical colleges. Though yet to
be intimated officially, most
of them were shocked to
hear that they have to leave.

“We've heard about the
court directive today though
we haven’t been officially
intimated. We attended
classes as usual today and
will do so tomorrow,” said
Tanvi Agarwal, a student at
SSKM.

Successful JEE candi-
dates and organisations
like the Medical Service
Centre and AIDSO were
happy. “This is a victory for
us and the JEE candidates
who were deprived of
admission,” Dr Chandan
Mondol, an AIDSO
member, said.
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Gout axes censor

Scissors chief 4:

replaced by &

HT Correspondent

&d‘ Y\(\/\
New Delhi, October 13

THE CENTRE today sacked Anupam
Kher as the film censor board chief,
reportedly under Left pressure, and
replaced him with Sharmila Tagore.
The 58-year-old actress, appointed
for three years, has assumed charge,
an official announcement said.

Late last night, a senior official of
the information and broadcasting
ministry had rung up Kher in Mum-
bai and requested him to step down,
sources said. But an upset Kher —
who had been appointed by the NDA
government — refused to oblige, say-
ing the request was politically moti-
vated and amounted to a slur on his
“professional competence”. He said
he would prefer to be sacked.

As censor board chief, Kher had
made headlines by refusing to clear
Final Solution, the controversial
Rakesh Sharma documentary on the
Gujarat riots. It was finally okayed
by a panel made up of Kher, Teesta
Setalvad, Shyam Benegal and
Govind Nihalani.

Officially, the ministry maintains
that Kher was removed because he
was finding it difficult to devote
enough time to the censor board ow-
ing to his acting commitments. But
Kher said he was being made a
“scapegoat” and would take legal ad-
vice on the matter.

“I have not been officially informed
about my replacement,” he said. “I
have never come across such amazing
high-handedness. I will not take this
lying down. If the government wants
to play with my credibility and digni-
ty... Ishall be speaking to my lawyer to
see how we can challenge this.”

Filmmaker Mahesh Bhatt criticised
the Centre’s decision, saying he had
been told that Kher was replaced be-

bortedi- § Cﬁﬁlm

Kher

cause he had cleared a film on the 1984
anti-Sikh pogrom.

Ministry sources said Kher was
removed because of pressure from
several Left leaders. Some among the
ministry top brass, however, had ar-
gued that Kher should not be re-
moved without a definite reason or
provocation.

The BJP said the sacking had seta
“wrong tradition” following up on
the “removal of Governors and
changes in the field of education”,
and was motivated by the UPA’s “pol-
icy of vendetta and intolerance” in
the name of “detoxification”.

The Congress refused to be drawn,
merely saying it did not practise
“cultural policing, which is some-
thing the BJP believes in”.

Jha hits out
at gag bid

Rajnish Sharma
New Delhi, October 13

IF FIRING Anupam Kher wasn't
an act of cultural policing by the
UPA government, shelving Pra-
kash Jha’s film on Loknayak
Jaiprakash Narayan surely was.

A letter from Prasar Bharati to
Jha, of which Hindustan Times
has a copy, asked the director to
edit dialogues such as: Tanashahi
ka shikar hua, Indira hatao (slo-
gan), Sanjay Gandhi had a motive,
Tanashahiwala rajya nahi chale-
ga and Indira ji ne JP ke saath jo
zyadti ki....

The letter told Jha that the
“need to impose Emergency and its
counterpoint should also be
brought out”. It added that “opin-
ionated views need to be balanced
with views from all political
shades. In view of the sensitivities
involved, the programme needs
modifications”. A copy of the letter
has been sent to the ministry of
culture, which had provided Rs 90
lakh for the project.

A furious Jha has refused to
make any changes. He told Hin-
dustan Times, “They want me to
justify the Emergency. Who will
justify the decision to impose
Emergency?”

Jha argued that the film was on
JP’s life and the Emergency was a
small part of it. The film neither
justified nor ran down the Emer-
gency. “This is a creative work,”
he said. “They can accept it or re-
jectit.”

The Prasar letter had another
objection: the map of India shown
at the beginning of the film appar-
ently does not correspond to the
geographical boundaries of undi-
vided India.



“Gujarat omits
‘riots from6o-*
fextbooks ?-

A
HT Correspondent \"‘f"
Ahmedabad, October! "~ 4 | 0

T

THE POST-GODHRA riots may
still be a hot topic of discussion
in and outside the country but
the Gujarat government, for ob-
vious reasons, doesn’t think it fit
for consumption of the state’s
students.

The Gujarat State Board of
School Textbooks has convenient-
ly omitted the Godhra episode
and the anti-minority pogrom
that followed from its Class VIII
social science textbooks. Ironical-
ly though the book mentions the
Akshardham attack that took
place more than a year and a half
since the riots.

The Sangh Parivar has always
tried to underplay the riots, even
though Chief Minister Narendra
Modi has been saying the Eng-
lish-language media reports on
the incident are a conspiracy to
defame the people of Gujarat.

But the omission of theriots is
not the only glaring gaffe, for the
book is full of grammatical and
historical errors. That eminent
lawyers such as C.R.Das, Motilal
Nehru, Vallabhbhai Patel and C.
Rajagopalachari had joined the
freedom movement was a ‘nega-
tive aspect’ of Gandhi’s Non-co-
operation Movement, the book
says. Another chapter describes
Netaji’s 10-month tour across the
country in 1939. But among the
leaders he met only Veer Sa-
varkar is named. Prashant Centre
for Human Rights, Justice and
Peace, which pointed out these
and many other mistakes, has de-
manded immediate withdrawal of
the book.

Education Minister Anandi-
ben Patel first pretended not to
know about the bloomers, but
later said that if the book con-
tained bloomers they would be
withdrawn in the next session

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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"HC strikes down
NRI quotain
medical colleges
State to challe@é order

HT Correspondent Qp

Kolkata, September 29 8

v \
THE CALCUTTA High Court today declared the NRI quo-
ta for MBBS seats illegal, thus quashing the admission of
105 students to the SSKM and Midnapore Medical Colleges
for the 2004-2005 session. The court ordered the govern-
ment to refund the money deposited by these students.

The court said the seats to be vacated by these 105 stu-
dents should be filled by those who had figured on the
merit list of the Joint Entrance Examination, 2003, but
failed to make the cut for the MBRS course. These stu-
dents have just one day to
claim their seats: they must
report to the central selec-
tion committee at Medical
College, Calcutta, tomorrow.
If they fail to do that, the
seats will pass to JEE 2004
candidates who had just i
failed to bag medical seats. .

The state government will
move the Supreme Court What happens fow
against Justice Indira  * The 105 seats to be
Banerjee’s verdict, the direc- ~ vacated by students
tor of medical education, Dr ~ admitted under NRI
C.R. Maity, said. quota are to be filled

The state government had by those who had
last year set aside 150 seats  figured on the merit
under the NRI quota for stu-  list of JEE, 2003, but
dents Wllhng to pay the fa”ed to make the cut
hefty capitation fee of Rs  for the MBBS course.
9,24.2000 to be able to study ~ They must report to
MBBS. It held a separate the central selection
exam for these students and ~ commitiee at Medical
selected 150. College, Calcutta, on

The government had  September 30
hoped the planned medical . ilto 1
colleges at SSKM and Midna- on‘ ftg;?&;ealttﬁergggg
pore would gain MCI recog- lapse to JEE 2004
nition for the 2003-4 session candidates who had
and planned to accommodate just failed to bag
these 150 students in the two medical seats
new colleges, each of which
would have 100 seats. Its
plans went awry when the MCI refused to approve the two
new colleges. The government was forced to ask the 150
NRI-quota students to wait for another year, that is, till the
two new colleges got the MCI's nod.

By the time that happened this year, 45 of the NRI-quo-
ta students had opted out. The remaining 105 were ad-
mitted to the new colleges, but they have now lost their
seats under the court’s order: “

“The entrance test and the merit list. . under the NRI
quota was arbitrary, discriminatory and in violation of
the apex court ruling. Hence, they are quashed,” the
High Court said in its order. “There is no question of giv-
ing preference to a particular class of candidates....
Since the apex court has dencunced holding of separate
entrance test and charging of capitation fee by private
institutions, the state institution cannot hold separate
entrance test and charge such fee in the guise of an en-
hanced tuition fee.”
® Another report in Kolkata Live
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o' N FOCUS ON EDUCATION " RN/

PRESIDENT A.P.J. ABDUL Kalam’s call to step
up the national expenditure on education from 4
per cent to 6 or 7 per cent of the Gross Domestic
Product and, among other thlngs go in for a
common all-India examination for admission to
universities and professional colleges has not
come a day too soon. Admission to professional
colleges has gone badly this year, especially in
the southern States. The Supreme Court’s ruling
in Islamic Academy of Education vs. State of Kar-
riataka and the consequential action initiated by
State Governments have brought about major
changes and tremendous confusion in the ad-
mission process for the private, self-financing
colleges. Students have been forced to write
three or four entrance examinations this year
and admissions have been considerably delayed
on account of legal proceedings and appeals
preferred by a consortium of colleges as well as
State Governments. Although the States are try-
ing their best to get over the challenges posed by
the judicial verdict and to go by the recommen-
dations of the Permanent Committees set up to
oversee the admissions to professional courses,
parents and students have been put through an
agonising experience of uncertainty and delay.
“Being in close touch with students, President
Kalam has thoughtfully used the opportunity
provided by Independence Day to propose pos-
sible remedies for this unfortunate situation.
While the National Democratic Alliance Govern-
ment concentrated on the fee structure of the
In:_dian Institutes of Management and on re-writ-
ing history textbooks, it failed to address the fall-
out of the Supreme Court’s judgment. The Unit-
ed Progressive Alliance administration is yet to
tutn its attention to this issue. In this situation,
tlg’e State Governments are pointing to the apex
cpurt’s ruling and arguing they are only trying to

comply with its order. But basic questiony of aid-
ed and unaided colleges, minority and non-mi-
nority institutions, government and
management quotas in seats and the actual proc-
ess of admissions have all been reopened like a
Pandora’s box. The prescriptions of the Perma-
nent Committees have been challenged in court,
with both the Governments and private colleges
wanting to go on appeal against any unfavour-
able order. As a result, counselling for admissions
has been delayed in many States having a pleth-
ora of private colleges.

With governments consciously withdrawing
from the field of higher education and the private
sector evidently converting it into a commercial
proposition, it is time for the Centre to intervene
and reshape the contours of education policy in
consultation with the States. The role of govern-
ment has to be defined. There is also a clear need
for a regulator to monitor the functioning of pri-
vate, self-financing colleges to maintain academ-
ic standards and to ensure merit-based,
transparent admissions even for the minority or
management quotas. When the whole world is
moving towards standardisation, it is unneces-
sary to have too many entrance tests. Just as the
GRE has acquired global acceptance, the country
can surely make the All India Engineering (or
Medical) Entrance Examination the standard for
testing the capabilities, aptitude and potential of
the candidates. The Centre must think of legisla-
tion in this direction. There needs to be a recog-
nition that private colleges, set up with huge
investments, need to earn adequate returns to be
viable and, above all, need a decent measure of
academic autonomy. At least for the next aca-
demic year, the Centre must put in place a uni-
form, standard procedure that can be adopted
nationally.
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9\ Textbooks decide on Babari Masjid\ %

- ucknow bench of Allaha’;&d High Court may be heaNng

the question of ownership of land on which the BabAri

Masjid once stood, but history books of the Uttar Pradesh
government have already pronounced judgement. Class X
students of history are being taught that the exact spot on

_which the Babari Masjid stood was the birthplace of Ram.
Evidence of an old Ram Mandir has been resurrected just
for the occasion. Babar destroyed the temple and built a
mosque in its place — so goes the story — but when it comes
to demolition in 1992, the textbook conveniently only says:
“It has since fallen” — much like the late Swami Bam Dev's
comment of the ‘Babari Masjid which fell because it forgot

- to.stand up! This is an example of havoc, BJP governments
have played with history textbooks. The Human Resource
Development ministry under Murli  Manohar - Josh
attempted to rewrite history and alter textbooks — commu
nalising young minds to suit the RSS way of thinking. Whils
the minister met stiff resistance from many historians, h
seems to have succeeded in other ureas,

Starting from Kalyan Singh as UP chict minister in 199
the BJP has been keen to rewrite history wherever an
whenever there is an opportunity. In short — embellishin
the role of RSS in Indian independence and trying to pla
-down the role of Mahatma Gandhi. There have been gros
distortions in the history of Muslim rule in India, and i
some places it has been removed from the syllabus complet
ely as if it never happened. While these efforts at communa
lising society may not be as obvious as organising a riot o
ethnic cleansing, it is far more sinister, and has a lasting im
pact on the way future generations see society. These mus
be expunged immediately. More important, a system mus
emerge where the art of rewriting history to st it a ruling
party’s world view should not be possible. Governments ca
change every five years, does that mean history too cijang
as fregyéntly?
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‘Dr’ Sarkar
minus thesis

G

OUR BUREAU

July 20: The former vice-chan-
cellor of Rabindra Bharati
University, Pabitra Sarkar, did
not submit his dissertation —let
alone obtain a PhD degree from
the University of Chicago —
in 1975, since when he has been
claiming to be a doctorate in lin-
guistics, The Telegraph can
reveal.

After trawling the records of
Chicago University, it has been
found that Sarkar submitted his
dissertation 29 years after he
was presumed to have obtained
his degree and after questions
were raised about his claim.

The records show that “Pabi-
tra Bhushan Sarkar’s disserta-
tion titled Segmental Phonology
of Standard Colloquial Bengali
was submitted to the Disserta-
tion Office on 13th of July, 2004”.

Sarkar had successfully de-
fended his thesis in 1975 but for
some reason, which he will not
reveal himself, did not submit it.
He has, however, been known as
Dr Pabitra Sarkar, a description
he has not contested.

Today, Sarkar initially re-
fused to comment on the revela-
tion that he had not been award-
ed a PhD degree by Chicago Uni-
versity. Later, however, he said:
“If the university is saying so, it
must be true.”

But he refused to say when he
had submitted his dissertation
to the university’s Dissertation
Office.

He, however, claimed that the
fact that his dissertation had not
been submitted to the Disserta-
tion Office was “nothing new”.
“I'have said so before.”

UUTGRAPH

AT

What was not known, howev-
er, was that he could not rightful-
ly call himself a doctorate and
will possibly be able to do so
come August.

University records reveal
that “the dissertation draft, mar-
gins, spacing, pagination and
other format issues are in good
order and hence the student,
Pabitra Bhushan Sarkar, will be
awarded the degree in August
2004 or he will be conferred this
degree during the summer con-
vocation on August 27, 2004”.

Meanwhile, Sarkar’s official
academic career — and he has
held important posts — is over.
He has retired.

Sarkar has been insisting
that he has met all requirements
and that his only omission has
been that he “has not physically
collected the degree”.

He has also produced a cer-
tificate, dated November 11, 2003,
from the then chairman of the
linguistics department of the
University of Chicago, Jerrold
M. Saddock, that he had “com-
pleted all academic require-
ments” for a PhD degree in
linguistics.

Showing a copy of the exam-
iners’ recommendation that his
thesis had been cleared by them,
Sarkar had claimed that this was
a “provisional degree” issued by
the university.

This by itself does not consti-
tute award of a degree. Asked on
what basis he has been using
“Dr” before his name, Sarkar
said: “I have the right to use that
prefix since I have cleared the ac-
ademic part of the thesis.”

Without submitting the dis-
sertation?
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B Evidence: Of the 89 pages
devoted to the study of Ancient
History of India, not even nine
full pages are spared for the his-
tory of peninsular India. “Tamil
Nadu and Karnataka together
have preserved a corpus of over
50,000 inscriptions, but not even
a passing reference is made to
thisenviable wealth, evenwhere
the sources of history are dis-
cussed.”

M The panel contrasts this
with the reality: An estimated
1,050 CBSE schools teach this
course (and follow this text) in
the four states of South India
and two union territories (Ker-
ala: 489, Andhra Pradesh: 350,
Tamilnadu : 150, Karnataka: 35;
Lakshadweep: 10 and An-
daman: 15).

“To all these students, the
text has nothing to offer about
the land in which they are born
and brought up, and also in
which the majority of them
spend the rest of their lives. As
long as history is imposed from
above, in this manner, without
involving the scholarship of the
rest of the country, the history of

History of India.
history of North'In

India is bound to be a meaning-
lessexercise.”

M Factual errors and distor-
tions are also listed in the report.
For example, in the Medieval
India Section for Class XI, the
panel says: “Kabir appears very
briefly in this book...Only one
sentence is devoted tohim: “The
nirguna school was best repre-
sented by Kabir considered the
spiritual preceptor of all subse-
quentnorth Indian panths.”

The panel says: “Complete
silence is thus maintained over
his  (Kabir’s)  profession
(weaver) and Muslim origin, his
rejection of both Hinduism and
Islam, his denunciation of the
caste disabilities and ritual and
his popular vibrant verses. Ravi-
das, the great Dalit saint, and
Sain, the barber, both discipies
of Kabir, and giving vent to simi-
lar idea, are totally ignored. The
omission of such a vital aspect of
our cultural heritage is clearly
part of (Meenakshi) Jain’s (au-
thor) design to exclude all inte-
grative or critical elements from
our history.”

W Modemn History: Brahmo

'ND4 &,

il

Samaj is referred to as the
Brahmo Sabha; Devendranath
Tagore whoisactually the father
of Rabindranath is mentioned
asthe grandfather.

B Chapter 11 of the Class
XII text book, authored by
Satish Chandra Mittal, suggests
that Muslim politics during the
freedom struggle was always
separatist in nature. There is no
mention of the fact Badruddin
Tyabji and Maulana Azad did
become presidents of the Indian
National Congress. But the em-
phasis appears to be on Khilafat
movement.

The HRD Ministry has al
ready announced that the Clas
X' textbooks need not b
changed because the “history
portion is negligible. And it
looking at the feasibility of the s,
alternative books suggested b’
the panel Their publishers.
Frank Bros and Co, New Delhi;
Holy Faith International, New
Delhi; Bharati Bhavan, Patna,;
Oxford India; Tata McGraw Hill
Publishing Co Ltd and Mad-
huban Educational ks
(Vikas New Delhi).
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¥ MAKING THE CESS WORK

MOBILISATION OF RESOURCES through the
levy of a cess is only one, although important,
step towards universalisation of elementary
education. Much work remains to be done in
designing the right curriculum, creating and
maintaining the necessary infrastructure, and
empowering local communities to oversee the
functioning of schools. There is at present a lack
of clarity about the form and quality of elemen-
tary education that is to be given in public
schools. For instance, the Central Government-
sponsored Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), which
is the main vehicle for universalisation, pro-
motes both formal and informal (‘alternative’)
'schooling. The latter is justly criticised for put-
ting children from under-privileged back-
grounds through a second-class and low-quality
education. The task therefore is for the Centre
and the States jointly to benchmark the school-
ing system in the areas of physical infrastruc-
ture, teacher selection, the teacher-pupil ratio
‘and, most important, the curriculum. Inade-
quate infrastructure, a lack of trained teachers,
and teacher absenteeism are three major prob-
lems that plague the government elementary
education system. The additional funding that
will now be available can mitigate these prob-
lems, if the States show a commitment to free
education. However, there is still the challenge
of running a vastly expanded school programme
under the SSA. State Governments will need to
collaborate with local bodies in developing in-
stitutional arrangements that can manage the
schooling system effectively and ensure the effi-
cient use of Education Cess proceeds.

The reconstitution of the Central Advisory
Board for Education (CABE) with many eminent
persons as its members will aid the goal of ex-
pansion of elementary education. The United
Progressive Alliance Government has revived
the key advisory body that became defunct ten
years ago; it has selected as its members promi-

nent personalities from industry, science, the
fine arts, literature, and the non-governmental
sector. To re-set the objectives of the SSA, the
Board can draw on the expertise of some of its
members who have undertaken baseline studies
in parts of Karnataka on the scheme’s quality
and development outcomes. The mid-day meal
scheme is to be funded by the Education Cess
and will be an integral part of the drive to put
and retain every child of school-going age in the
classroom. The cooked meal scheme makes a
significant contribution to raising enrolment
levels and improving the nutritional status of
children. The breakthrough made on the ground
by Tamil Nadu, which had the good sense not to
heed expert World Bank advice against introduc-
ing a universal ‘free lunch,’ is inspiring proof of
what a bold social scheme for children can
achieve. After goading by the Supreme Court the
school-meal programme has been introduced in
a number of other States. Yet implementation
has been uneven, with Bihar and Uttar Pradesh
yet to begin providing cooked meals to students.
This is also an area where State Governments
need to work closely with local bodies.

Unfortunately, the Central Government does
not appear even to have begun to think about
how to use the Education Cess funds. The Cen-
tral budget for 2004-05 expects to raise Rs. 4,910
crores but the SSA and the mid-day meal scheme
have, between themselves, been provided only
an additional Rs. 625 crores this year. The Plan-
ning Commission may suggest a substantial in-
crease in funding for education and mid-day
meals after it carries out its review of govern-
ment programmes. Meanwhile, it is vital to en-
sure that the resources raised from the new cess
are sequestered in a separate account and do not
disappear into the Centre’s common pool of
funds. The cess must be used solely for elemen-
tary education and the mid-day /meal scheme —
and for no other purpose.
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“Joshi’s
order

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, June 29. — The Centre
today scrapped with immediate effect the
previous NDA government’s controversial
decision to slash annual tuition fees of the
six Indian Institutes of Management
(IIMs) in larger “public interest” in lieu of
a promise by the B-schools to provide
more scholarships to needy students,
including full fee waiver.

“All admitted students, whose annual
gross family income is Rs 2 lakh and
below, will be eligible for receiving finan-
cial assistance amounting up to full
tuition fee waiver,” Mr Arjun Singh said
at his first press conference here after
taking over as HRD minister. The
announcement came shortly after a meet-
ing with the chairmen and directors of
the HIIMs.

This apart, the institutes will consider,
in appropriate cases, waiving hostel and
mess charges. “All institutes will give
active assistance and support to all other
students who need to obtain bank loans,”
Mr Singh said.

He indicated that the previous govern-
ment’s move to slash the fee from Rs 1.5
lakh to Rs 30,000 a year (in keeping with
the fee charged by IITs) may have been
irregular. “Records suggest that the
finance ministry or the HRD ministry’s
internal finance division were not con-
sulted. The decision seems to be inconsis-
tent with the procedures laid down.
Therefore, the order dated 5 February
2004 needs to be withdrawn.”

The minister said: “While the fee struc-
ture would remain the same, poor stu-
dents would not be deprived of quality

education thromgh provision of scholar-
ships.}d&/fgi‘ld ensure quality educa-

IIM fee-

Vi BN b

scrapped

tion to all students while retaining the
autonomy of IIMs.”

While the IIMs in Ahmedabad,
Kolkata and Bangalore have made provi-
sions from their own resources for the
need-based scholarships, the ministry will
assist the other three — in Lucknow,
Indore and Kozhikode — in bearing the
additional burden on this account. “The
students who are able to pay full fees will
be assisted, if need be, for obtaining
loans, but the students whose family
incomes are below Rs 2 lakh will not have
to pay any tuition fees. It means that
instead of Rs 30,000 fees, which everyone
was supposed to pay, the poor students
have been given a total fee waiver and

" those who can afford to pay will pay the

normal fees.” There will be no limit to the
number of students who would get such
scholarships. .

The previous government had projec-
ted its decision to slash the fee as a “pro-
poor” move aimed at breaking the “ex-
clusivist and elitist” nature of the [IMs.

On the charge that the IIMs have not
been maintaining their accounts proper-
ly, the minister said the issue would be
dealt with in due course. The suggestions
of some IIMs to start new disciplines such
as public utility services, public health
and public policy will be “considered
seriously”.

Mr Singh said the government would
respect the autonomy of all educational
institutes. The institutes that have
attained excellence will be empowered to
take all relevant decisions that will
enhance their autonomy.

On the BJP’s allegation that there was
pressure from Left parties to “re-falsify
and re-distort” NCERT text-books, Mr
Singh said: “They only know how to make
such baseless charges.”
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‘Mukti (HS) on the faculty,

PRANESH SARKAR
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

SANTINIKETAN, June
26. — Ms Mukti Deb, the
co-accused along with for-
mer Visva-Bharati Vice-
Chancellor Dilip Sinha in
the fake marksheet scan-
dal, was. recruited by the
university as a Mathe-
matics lecturer in 1997,
in spite of being rejected
for the job two years ago.

In fact, after her rejec-
tion, the then head of the
department had urged
her to take admission to
the wuniversity’'s MSc
(Mathematics) course. He
and others who had inter-
viewed her felt she had no
knowledge of elementary
mathematics, her last
genuine qualification be-
ing only a Higher Secon-
dary certificate.

She was, however, selec-
ted for the same post two
years later, when Dilip
Sinha was the Vice-Chan-
cellor. Five years later,
she was promoted to a se-
nior lecturer. It was de-
tected only a month ago
that she had submitted
fake marksheets.

Now, questions have
been asked on how an un-
der-qualified person was
able to teach mathemat-
ics at the BSc and MSc
levels. ...That too, in an
institution of repute.

Senior professors of Vis-
va-Bharati’s department
of mathematics told The
Statesman that they were
aware of Ms Deb’s lack of
proficiency. In fact, this
became apparent after
she was asked to teach
only a small portion of the
MSc course.

_sma 2:3«

“We all Wbmi of her
weakness in the subject,
because she had applied
for the post of lecturer in
1995. At that time, she
was rejected, as the inter-

_ view board members felt

that she had no knowledge
in elementary mathemat-
ics. In fact, the then head
of the department, Prof
Jayanta Bhattacharya,
had said that she needed a
full-time MSc degree from
our department,” said a
senior professor.

“When the same candi-
date was selected for the
same post in 1997, we de-
cided that she must be
protected, being so weak
in her subject. She was al-
lotted only a 25-mark pa-
per (partial differential
equations) out of the
1,000-mark MSc course.
And, for that paper, a
number of guidebooks are
available, which she used
as teaching aids,” another
professor said.

Surprisingly, students
never lodged complaints
against her teaching. In
fact, she seems to have

Dilip Sinha being produced at the SDJM court in Bolpur (top). Locals
protest against the former Vice-Chancellor on Saturday. — The Statesman

been quite popular, be-
cause she granted high
marks in her paper, said
another professor. Others
in the faculty alleged that
she leaked out questions
to final exams.

Prof. Pushpajit Mondal,
head, department of mat-
hematics, said: “How wo-
uld we know that she had
submitted fake mark-
sheets? We allotted class-
es for her, as we couldn’t
refute the credentials she
had submitted. ...She was
not allowed to teach im-
portant papers.”

Some senior officials said
that her marksheets were
not verified after she
joined the university. This
verification is necessary

within a period of 7-10 -

days after joining. Even
when she was promoted to
senior lecturer a couple of
years ago, she was not
asked to produce original

marksheets. If she had not
applied for a Phd, it would
never have come to light
that she had produced
fakes,” said an official.
Another official said

‘that all these incidents

indicate that there was
an influential backing to
Ms Deb, which mvoﬁm be
oxvowam

Visva-Bharati umw._ms.ww,
Mr SK Sarkar, admitted

that there was no record .

in Ms Deb’s personal file
which could confirm that
her marksheets were
verified after she joined.
He said that her promo-
tion was made as a mat-
ter of routine, having
worked for five years.
Students of the mathe-
matics department were
not available for com-
ments, as exams are on.

More questions
than answers...

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, June 26. —

fake marksheet case
point to the fact that
there’s more to the af-
fair than meets the eye.
During investigations,
the CID has found that
Mr Sinha had attested
photocopies of fake BSc, |
MSc and MPhil marks-
heets that Ms Deb had
produced to him in or-
der to facilitate her se-
lection as a lecturer in
Visva-Bharati universi-
ty. Ms Deb, who, like
Mr Sinha, is now in cus-
tody, got her job in Vis-
va-Bharati university in
1997, when Mr Sinha
had been the universi-
ty’s Vice-Chancellor and
its selection committee
chairman. Ms Deb’s fake
marksheets show that

she took her BSc from Calcutta Universi-
ty, MSe from Jadavpur University and
MPhil from Calcutta University.

These raise more questions than an-
swers. The CID has confirmed from the
universities that Ms Deb’
are fake. This means that Ms Deb had
applied for a mathematics lecturer’s job
in Visva-Bharati University armed with
fake marksheets, 42.3 per cent marks in
her higher mmoo:mma, and presumably
little or no knowledge of a subject as
technical as mathematics.

The arrests of
Mr Dilip Sinha and Ms Mukti Deb in the

s marksheets

If that was the case, what was the role

of the selection committee of VBU and

The maths department,
where Ms Deb used to teach.
— The Statesman

complain to

.

its chairman, Mr Sinha, during Ms Deb’s
interview? Who were the selection com-

mittee members and
what were their and the
committee chairman’s
opinions? How is it that
Ms Deb could pass a
university lecturer se-
lection test with only
higher secondary
knowledge? Wouldn’t
the CID venture to ex-
amine the role of the
members of the selec-

| tion committee, their

recorded comments and
those of the committee
chairman, as to how
and why they were sat-

}| isfied by Ms Deb’s high-

er secondary knowledge
and granted her a uni-
versity lecturer’s job?
Furthermore, it has
been stated that Ms Deb
got the job in 1997. How

is it that Ms Deb could teach applied
mathematics to university students for
these seven years, using only her higher
secondary-level knowledge? Did the stu-
dents, more educated than Ms Deb in
terms of degrees, revolt against her and

university authorities

against her manner of teaching and lack
of knowledge ? Or, were they too gullible?

Perhaps there are more mysteries to
be solved — far from the campus of Vig-
va-Bharati, but closer to the CID head-
quarters at Bhawani Bhawan.
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u NCERT books should be
NEW DELHI, June 24. — discontinued immediately
In a bid to “desaffronise” m List of alternative books to
school education, history be available by July 5 -6 .
books prepared under the m Model questions and
supervision of the previous answers by August.
government and already m Textbooks should be written
bought by Class VI-XII stu- jointly by historians rather
dents for the current acade- than by an individual.
mic session might be m Model question bank to be
dumped. These books will prepared by teachers of
be replaced by fresh reading central schools.
material and a question
bank within the next few days.

This was stated by a government-appointed panel of
historians, which submitted its report to the HRD min-
istry today. The committee, appointed a fortnight ago,
was asked to go into the content of school-level history
books, which were allegedly distorted at the behest of
the previous government.

“We find it impossible to recommend their continua-
tion,” was Prof. S Settar’s conclusion after a three-day
meeting of the committee which included Professors JS
Grewal and Barun De. The reading material may be rec-
ommended as early as 5 July and the question bank put
together and made available to students by the middle
of August.

The textbooks, produced by NCERT, were introduced
last year after a Supreme Court verdict turned down a
petition filed by critics charging saffronisation of
eMucation. In the report, Prof. Settar said the group has
recommended that the current set of NCERT books be
withdrawn. As the academic year has already started,
the experts have suggested alternative reading material
available from any source in the market — whether pro-
duced by individuals, publishers or institutions, inctud-
ing the NCERT. e

YHE STATESMAN £ J i



“Withdrawal of controversial

textbooks recommend

By Our Special Correspondent @}f@ﬁ

NEW DELHI, JUNE 24. The panel of three historians
entrusted with the task of undertaking a “‘quick
review’’ of the history books prepared by the Na-
tional Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) today recommended their
withdrawal. But, given the problems involved in
withdrawing the textbooks in the middle of the
academic year, the Human Resource Develop-
ment (HRD) Ministry was guarded in its response
to the recommendations made by the historians
and has decided to monitor the situation before
taking a final view.

" Though the panel had been asked by the Min-
istry to remove the distortions and communally-
biased portions from the textbooks since their
withdrawal was impractical in the middle of an
academic year, the three historians were of the
view that the errors and biases were far too many
and frequent to be corrected. “It is not advisable
to continue with these texts for even a year,” said
a member of the panel and former Chairman of
the Indian Council of Historical Research, S. Set-
tar.

Having arrived at this conclusion after three
days of discussion and close scrutiny of the texts,
the historians have recommended that the histo-
1y textbooks brought out by the NCERT since
2002 be replaced with available reading material
which conform to the NCERT syllabus for this
academic year. They will study the available read-
ing material in the country and make formal sug-
gestions to the Ministry on the texts that could be
used by schools using NCERT textbooks by July
5/6. Since no one text will be prescribed, the his-

W\ }od

torians have decided to evolve a quéstion bank to
facilitate the students. This question bank will be
evolved with the help of school teachers and is
likely to be ready by the first week of August.

About the prolonged uncertainty over the text-
books, a member of the panel and founder direc-
tor of the Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad Institute for
Asian Studies, Kolkata, Barun De, said, “A lot of
chaos has been created in the recent past over
these textbooks. We are just asking for another
month.”

Prof. Settar did not rule out the possibility of
the panel suggesting some of the earlier text-
books that had been replaced by the NCERT in
2002 as reading material.

Though of the view that the NCERT’s National ;

Curriculum Framework for School Education
ought to be reviewed, the historians said that was
a larger exercise which required more time. Also,
they are of the view that textbook writing should
be decentralised and not left to a few individuals
but should reflect the collective wisdom of a
number of scholars.

While asking Prof. Settar, Prof. De and the for-
mer Director at the Indian Institute of Advanced
Studies at Shimla, J. S. Grewal, to undertake the
review, the Ministry had ruled out withdrawing

the books this year. The Ministry had asked the |

panel to do a “quick review” and suggest what |

needs to be done in the short term. As per the

Ministry’s order of June 12, “If they so recom- !

mend, the Government will direct the NCERT
and the Central Board of Secondary Education to
issue appropriate directions to the teachers to
transact the curriculum as per those recommen-
dations.”
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/ MEETING WITH HRD SECRETARY ON TUESDAY

« 1M directors reach
. consensus on feeg

By Manas Dasgupta

AHMEDABAD, JUNE 6. The direc-
tors of the six Indian Institutes
of Management who met here
today are said to have finalised
a uniform fee structure for all
the IIMs.

Refusing to give out any de-
tails of the “proposal” they were
asked to formulate by the Union
Human Resource Development
Minister, Arjun Singh, the direc-
tors, however, dropped enough
hints to indicate that they
would suggest a uniform fee
structure for all the institutes.

At the end of the meeting, the
six directors made only a brief
joint statement at a media con-
ference and declined to enter-
tain any questions. Whatever
the conclusion the meeting ar-
rived at would first have to be
discussed with the Secretary of
the Union HRD Ministry on
June 8, they said.

The 1IM, Ahmedabad, direc-
tor, Bakul Dholakia, who made

the statement on behalf of the
six directors, said “various as-
pects of the fees issue” were dis-
cussed and that the “proposal”
formulated would “reflect the
concerns of the ministry, the
boards, the students and all.”

Pointing out that the meeting
was “very cordial,” the directors
said the decisions were taken
“with the consensus of all.” Au-
tonomy, scholarships to the
poorer students and various
other aspects were also
discussed.

Prakash Apte, director of IIM,
Bangalore said, “we have for-
mulated one proposal and not
six proposals for the six [IMs in
the country.” Prof. Dholakia
said the IIMs which did not
have a “strong student scholar-
ship system at present” would
have to “strengthen their sys-
tems” if the proposal formulat-
ed at today's meeting was
approved by thé Centre.

Prof. Dholakia, however, de-
clined to comment on whether

‘Mr. Arjun Singh had given any
specific “guidelines” or had in-
sisted on formulating a uniform
fee structure for the six IIMs.
“The answer for all your ques-
tions will have to wait till the
meeting in Delhi on June 8,” he
said.

The proposal after being dis-
cussed with the HRD Ministry
will go back to the Board of Gov-
ernors of each IIM for “their
consideration and approval”
before it is finalised in consulta-
tion with the Centre by June 25.
The board of governors of IIM,
Indore, will meet on June 14,
1M, Kolkata on June 18, 1IM,
Ahmedabad and IIM, Kozhi-
kode on June 19, IIM, Bangalore
on June 21 and IIM, Lucknow

on June 23.
The directors also refused to
comment whether today’s

meeting had come out with
“major modifications” to the
suggestions made by Mr. Arjun
Singh at his meetings with them
in Delhi last week.




-~ Arjun asks IIMs for

uniform {qg:

NEW DELHI, May 31. — Throwing
the ball in the IIMs’ court on the
controversial fee-cut issue, the gov-
ernment today asked them to work
out a common and uniform fee
structure that could be finalised by
June-end.

After his first meeting with direc-

- “ters-and chairmen of the [IMs Jasting

.over two hours, HRD minister Mr
Arjun Singh told reporters it had
been decided that the directors of
these institutes should hold consulta-
tions among themselves by 6 June so
that their suggestions could be dis-
cussed at the ministry level on 8 June.

Maintaining that there were no
suggestions from the government on
the fee structure, he said: “Let them
come out with suggestions.”

“I want these institutions to them-
selves discuss the issue and make a
programme, and they have agreed,”
he said, adding that the government
respected and believed in the princi-
ple of autonomy for all institutions
of higher learning.

Mr Singh said the IIMs’ board
meetings would be held on 25 June
to finalise the issue so as to resolve
the matter by the end of the month.

The crucial meeting was held to
break the impasse over the drastic fee
reduction effected by Mr Singh’s pre-
decessor, Dr Murli Manohar Joshi.

Observing that some people, pri-
marily students, might be inconve-
nienced, Mr Singh requested them
to bear with him till the end of June
when a decision on fee structure will
be taken. .

Asked whether any other matter,
such as greater autonomy for the
IIMs, was discussed at the meeting, he
only said that there was “broad agree-
ment” on the issue. He said the IIMs
were assured that the government
backed their demand for autonomy.

On his vigws about the previous

-t
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proposal

government’s decision to slash IIM
fees drastically, Mr Singh felt it
would have been good if the decision
had been taken in consultation with
the institutes.

On whether the government
favoured a graded fee structure, he
said there was no suggestion from
the government on this issue and the
B-schools had been asked to come
out with their views on the matter, to
which they had agreed. '

When reminded that the previous
government’s order had been chal-
lenged in the Supreme Court, Mr
Singh said the court hadn’t yet admit-
ted the case. The court might give
time to the institutes since they were
negotiating with the government.

The minister said a detailed dis-
cussion was held on the “complex
issue” that came up because all the
boards were separate entities and
had a right to take legal advice on
the fee-hike issue. Therefore it was
necessary to bring about a common-
ality of views. “That’s why a time-
table has been worked out.”

IIM-C faculty welcomes move: The
Faculty Council of IIM-Calcutta to-
day welcomed the HRD ministry’s
move for framing a common fee
structure for all IIMs in the country,
PTT adds from Kolkata.
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. New Delhi, May 28: Human re-
source development minister
Arjun Singh and the ITM heads
are likely to discuss possibilities
for introducing a graded fee
structure in the business schools
when they meet for the first time

on Monday.

Singh’s predecessor, Murli
Manohar Joshi, and the manage-
ment institutes have been locked
in a bitter battle over reducing
fees. Joshi had issued an order
slashing fees by 80 per cent to
Rs 30,000 a year. Their standoff
over autonomy had peaked toa
point where there was virtually
no scope for a dialogue between

the two.

The new HRD minister has
made it clkar he is not in favour
of the Centre calling the shots
and riding roughshod over the
IIMs. Singh indicated he was
ready for a dialogue and sched-
uled a meeting with the directors
of the six B-schools on Monday.

According to HRD officials,
the Centre can rescind the earli-
er fee-slash order. However, the
ministry is of the opinion that it
cannot restore the original
Rs 1.50 lakh fee. Instead, a possi-
ble solution, it thinks, lies in in-
troducing a graded fee structure.

The IIMs, from their corpus,
can fully fund poor students, of-
fer interest-free loans to middie-
class students and charge the fu-
1i fees ranging between Rs 30,000

to Rs 50,000 from upper-middle
and middle-class students. The
ministry feels the three top IIMs
— Ahmedabad, Calcutta and
Bangalore — are financially ca-
pable of affording a graded
structure.

The Shunglu Committee rep-
ort, recently submitted to the mi-
nistry, said the three IIMs could
survive a fee cut and do without
funding from the Centre. The
case of the IIMs in Lucknow, In-
dore and Kozhikode is, however,
different. HRD officials say the
ministry will continue to fund
these less affluent institutes. S.C.
Tripathi, secretary, higher edu-
cation, has already held a pre-
liminary meeting with the IIM
heads to melt the ice between the

oy\[;a{]ks IIM middle path

Centre and the institutes.

According to ministry offi-
cials, the IIM heads acknowledge
that the B-schools are public in-
stitutions and are willing to do
more for poor and meritorious
students. But what upset the
IIMs most, according to sources,
was Joshi’s “bullying” attitude.
They were also apprehensive
that the ministry might strip
them of autonomy if they did
not agree to its fiat.

While Singh is committed to
preserving the autonomy of the
IIMs, he does not want to be seen
as party to reverting the fee stru-
cture to a high of Rs 1.50 lakh.
HRD officials believe Monday’s
talks would set the stage for find-
ing a middle path.

f

THE TELEGRAPH

29 MAY 2004



e

Q.
iy

Skele

(9
pd \
By T.S. Subramanian -
9

CHENNAI, MAY 25. In spectacular
finds, the Archaeclogical Sur-
vey of India, Chennai Circle,
has unearthed a dozen 2,800-
year-old human skeletons in-
tact in urns at Adichanallur, 24
km from Tirunelveli in Tamit
Nadu. Three of these urns con-
tain writing resembling the
early Tamil Brahmi script. The
dozen urns containing the
skeletons form a part of about
100 fully intact wrns un-
earthed in various trenches at
the site, where excavation is
under way. The urns were
found at a depth of two to
three metres. The finds may
revolutionise theories about
the origin of ancient culture in
Tamil Nadu and the origin of
writing in Seuth Asia.

T. Satyamurthy, Superin-
tending Archaeologist, ASI,
Chennai Circle, the director of
excavation at Adichanallur,
said: “People generally think
that megalithic culture is the
earliest culture in South India,
especially in Tamil Nadu. In
our excavation [at Adichanal-
lur], we have come across a
culture earlier than the mega-
lithic period.” The megalithic
period in South India ranges
from 3rd century B.C. to 3rd
century A.D,

Dr. Satyamurthy called Ad-
ichanaliur “the earliest histor-
ical site in Tamil Nadu.” The
ASI would conduct “a thor-
ough exploration of the area”
to find out whether there had
been any habitation nearby. If
such a site was found, it would
be the first discovery of its
kind in Tamil Nadu. So far, no
habitation belonging to this
period had been found in the
State. He described the discov-
ery of writing resembling the
early Tamil Brahmi script on
the urns as “very important.”

Samples of the skeletons
have been sent to the National
Geophysical Research Insti-
tute, Hyderabad, for car-
bon-14 dating.

Along with the skeletons,
husks, grains of rice, charred
rice and neolithic celts (axe-

—
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An um containing a humnan skult
near Tirunelveli town in Tamil Nadu.

India at Adhichanallur,

and bones unearthed by the Archaeological Survey of
Twelve of these umns (pleture at

S, script found at ancient burial site _:,._.ma__ Zmo_.c

right) contain human skeletons. Three of them, which may be 2,800 years old, bear
inscriptions that resemble the early Tamil Brahmi script. — Photos: A. Shaikmohideen

like instruments used in agri-
cultural operations) have been
found.

The skeletons found in two
or three urns show that prior
to the megalithic period, these
people used to inter the dead
in urns aleng with the items
they had used. Early Tamil
Sangam works contained
elaborate descriptions of the
urn-burial custom. At Adicha-
nallur, pottery belonging to
the early historic period,
which stretches from 3rd cen-
tury B.C. to 3rd century A.D.,
was found on the upper layers
of the trenches and the urns
were found below. So the dis-
coveries at Adichanallur may
go back to 7th or 8th century
B.C., probably earlier than the
Sangam period, Dr. Satyamur-
thy said.

He said that since the Brah-
mi script was found together

with the skeletons, the date of
the script could be determined
if they could fix the date of the
skeletons. “So far, we have
been doing it on palaeograph-
ic grounds. Now, we will get a
scientific date.” He said that
the script might refer to
names.

Dr. Sathyamurthy said that
the Brahmi script of around
500 B.C. had been found in Sri
Lanka. Dr. $.U. Deraniyagala,
former Director-General and
now Consultant to the Archae-
ological Survey Department,
Sri Lanka, called the discovery
of the writing on the urns at
Adichanallur “fantastic” and
“very, very important.” The
evidence of writing on more
than 75 pieces of pottery had
been found in Sri Lanka and
radio-carbon dating had es-
tablished that they belonged
to the period between 600 B.C.

and 500 B.C. This discovery
“sheds a completely new light
on the origin of writing in
South Asia,” said Dr. Derani-
yagala. Interestingly, there has
been no evidence of habita-
tion close to the cemeteries
(burial sites) discovered in Sri
Lanka. According to G. Thiru-
moorthy, Assistant Archaeolo-
gist, ASI, Chennai Circle,
many artefacts had been
found along with the skeletons
at Adichanallur.

‘They included miniature
bowls made of clay that were
used in rituals, black and red
ware of megalithic period
ranging from the 7th century
B.C. to 2nd century A.D., pot-
sherds with graffiti marks,
iron spearheads, knife-blades
and hopscotches of various
shapes including those in per-
fect circles. These hopscotches
were used as weights, he said.
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New Delhi, May 24: Arjun
Singh cautiously got down to
“detoxifying” — in his own
words — the human resource de-
velopment ministry hours after
taking charge.

Eyes firmly on the controver-

sial policies of his predecessor
Murli Manohar Joshi, Singh
lined up meetings with the Na-
tional Council of Educational
Research and Training and the
Indian institutes of manage-
ment.

“I will meet NCERT officials
tomorrow. And the directors of
the six IIMs in the next four or
five days. First-hand interac-
tions are always very useful,” he
said today,

Joshi had proposed slashing
the annual fees at the business
schools by 80 per cent and intro-
duced new school textbooks of
the NCERT, drawing the charge
that he was tampering with the
IIMs’ autonomy and distorting
historical facts.

Singh, an HRD minister from
1991-94 in the Narasimha Rao
government, had chaired the
parliamentary standing comm-
ittee sessions probing the al-
leged distortions in NCERT's
school textbooks.

The ministry would now look
into the textbooks that have “de-
liberate” and “non-deliberate”
factual errors. But Singh hinted
that he would not rush with any
remedial move. “We should not
start with a fixed mind,” he said.

He, however, obliquely said
Joshi had not done the right
thing by not reconstituting the
Central Advisory Board of Edu-
cation, by practice the final au-
thority that approves a new
school curriculum.

The NCERT had introduced
its latest controversial school
curriculum without reconstitut-
ing the advisory board. “We will
look into the issue,” Singh said.

The HRD minister also said
he would go through the Shu-
nglu Committee report — re-
cently submitted to the ministry
— that justified Joshi’s fee slash
in the [IMs.

The report indicts the B-sch-
ools of wasteful expenditure and
says they can survive the fee-cut
and manage without central
funding because of the huge
corpus that the IIMs, in Ah-
medabad, Calcutta and Ban-
galore, have accumulated over
the decades.

THE Trirce - -

Textbook and IIM on Arjun desk

Arjun Singh being greeted with flowers on his first day in office in New Delhi on Monday. (PTI)

“There should be no wastage
of money,” Singh said, indicat-
ing that he would look into all
versions. “We have to under-
stand the rationale behind the
fee-cut,” the minister added.

From all indications, Singh
would have to walk the tight-
rope between undoing Joshi’s
saffron agenda and not appe-
aring “vindictive”. The minister

clarified he was not out to
settle scores with Joshi even
though the ministry had in
the last five years changed its
priorities.

The ruling United Progres-
sive Alliance’s draft common
minimum programme says the
government would ensure the
autonomy of institutions of
higher education and that no

poor student would be denied ad-
mission in B-schools because
of high fees.

The assurance indicates that
the government may increase
fellowships for such students.

Singh had a discussion today
with senior ministry officials,
including joint secretary VS.
Pandey who had played an active
role in the ITM fee-cut proposal.
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~Panel gives IIMs a big zero -

Abhngyan Hans in New Delh: j

May 4. — Forget Rs 30,000. How
does zero fee sound? The HRD min-
istry-appointed Shunglu Committee
has advised that the three major [IMs
— Ahmedabad, Bangatore and Kol-
kata — can do without charging any
fee at all. It has also said that these in-
stitutions can survive fine with only
government grants, outside contribu-
tions are unnecessary.

Mr VK Shunglu is a former
Comptroller and Auditor General
and was ‘asked on 6 February this
year to look into IIMs’ funding, fi-
nancial structure and fees. (Mr
Shunglu is also probing the recent

Q
CAT q estlon paper leak case ) The

100-page report, just submitted to
the ministry, will be formally given
to the HRD minister, Mr MM Joshi,
on 6 May. The report has said the
three IIMs have induiged in mis-
management, sacrifice of academic
responsibilities for promoting self-
interest and financial irregularities.

Mr Joshi is a contestant in UP’s
Allahabad constituency where elec-
tions are scheduled tomorrow.

The Shunglu committee has ob-
served that the three IIMs have over
the years built up enough resources
to sustain themselves. The IIMs of
Indore, Kozhikode and Lucknow
have accepted the HRD ministry

T

advised fee-cut but those of Ahme-
dabad, Bangalore and Kolkata, the
three “majors”, have opposed the
government move and the matter is
now pending before the Supreme
Court.

On 16 April, the last date of hear-
ing before the Supreme Court, IIM-
A and IIM-B had said that they
would continue with their old fee of
Rs 1.5 lakh per student for now,
though they would continue their
dialogue with the HRD ministry for
an amicable settlement of the fee-
cut issue. IIM-K too will join the
dialogue if there is one, its director,
Professor Shekhar Chowdhary, had
said.
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HT Correspondent
Kolkata, April 28

THE IIM-C faculty council on
Wednesday filed a writ peti-
tion in Calcutta High Court,
challenging Board chairman
Y.C. Deveshwar’s “illegal” at-
tempt to arrogate to himself
the right to decide the fee-cut
question, supplanting the
Board'’s collective conscience.
The petition, released on
Wednesday by the council,
says, ‘“All that the Board had
done was to agree to the chair-
man’s suggestion that a resolu-
tion taking into account the in-
terest of all shareholders sho-
uld be framed by him. This im-
plies that the resolution, when
framed, should have been pla-
ced before the board of gover-
nors to ensure the consensus
of all stakeholders...instead
the resolution as drafted by the
chairman was sought to be
projected as aresolution by the
board. “This is precisely the
reason why we have chal-
lenged the legality of the
March 26 board meeting. The
manner in which the MHRD
substituted the Board mem-
bers and the way in which the
chairman of board of gover-
nors (BOG) made his resolu-
tion public was not in accor-
dance with the memorandum
of associations governing the

C “faculty
to court

I1IMs”, faculty spokesperson
Ashish Bhattacharya told Hin-
dustan Times.

The faculty council also reg-
istered strong objections about
the fact that the resolution “as
drafted makes the decision
conditional upon an explicit
assurance of non-interference
in autonomy by government”.
Such a contention was directly
in contradiction of the Cen-
tre’s stand in the Supreme
Court in a PIL where the gov-
ernment had declined to give
any assurance on autonomy.

The council had earlier go-
ne to the apex court to join in
in the PIL filed by IIM faculty
member Sandeep Parekh, who
had challenged the govern-
ment’s order on the fee cut.

The next hearing is sched-
uled in July-end. Chairman
Deveshwar was not available
for comments.

No decision yet: [IM-]

The Indian Instit . e
agement-Indore sui.. - Board
has not taken any decision to
charge full fee from the cur-
rent batch, adds PTI. The IIM-
I director was clarifying re-
ports that the institute would
be charging the full fee, keep-
ing Rs 30,000 in the institute’s
account and the remaining in
a non-lien account.
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“WB lends $500 mn for

Sar%Shlsta Abhiyan

TiMES NEwS NETWORK

lbew Delhi: The World Bank on
Wednesday approved a $500-million
credit for funding the ambitious Sar-
va Shiksha Abhiyan aimed at provid-
ing eight years of elementary educa-
tion to all children aged between six
and 14 years by 2010,

The total cost of the national proj-
ect is $3.5 billion. Apart from World
Bank, other contributors to the fund
will be the government of India, state
governments, the European Union
and the UK. The World Bank credit is
from its soft-lending arm, the Inter-
national Development Association
(IDA), and it will have a 35-year matu-
rity with a 10-year grace period. It will
carry a 0.75% service charge.

“When it comes to children not hav-
ing access to basic education, even in
a country as large as India, one child
is one too many,” said World Bank
country director in India, Michael
Carter. “The government of India is
committed to changing this picture
and we are happy to work with other
development partners in support of
this ambitious plan to achieve univer-
sal primary education.”

espite India’s progress in educa-
tion, the country still accounts for one-
fourth of the world’s 104 million out-
of-school children. In 2001, the govern-
ment established the Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan and in 2002, the constitution
was amended to make elementary ed-
ucation a fundamental right of every -
child. The project is a compact among
the Centre, states, districts and civil
society to ensure that all children aged
between six and 14 receive eight years
of education. It goes beyond the Mil-
lennium Development Goal for educa- -
tion which aims at providing six years
of education and targets to achieve
that global objective by 2015. :

The $500-million World Bank credit

will specifically fund physical con-
struction and extension of primary
and upper primary schools, provision
of training in social mobilisation and
educational management, and pay-
ment of salaries to teachers hired un-
der the programme. To narrow the ex-
isting gender and social gaps, the
credit will also fund special schools
and facilities for girls, provide free
textbooks to girls and children from
scheduled castes and scheduled
tribes, the World Bank said.
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“Joshi now turns
funds heat on

Murznbai [T |,

-7}
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Prerna K. Mishr: u
New Delhi, April 18

1
AMID THE HRD ministry’s
battle of nerves with the IIMs,
it’s looking to open another
front against another centre
of excellence — Mumbai’s IIT
Powai. The ministry has shot
off a letter to the institute,
seeking clarifications on the
Rs 35 crore it spent on two
state-of-the-art students’ hos-
tels that were opened recently.

The ministry is uncomfort-
able with the hi-tech, luxuri-
ous hostels complete with sky
bridges, spacious TV-viewing
rooms and cutting-edge IT in-
frastructure, designed by ar-
chitect Hafeez Contractor.

But the bulk of the money —
Rs 25 crore — for hostels No. 12
and 13 was provided by Infosys
president Nandan Nilekani.
Only Rs 10 crore came from the
government’s Kitty,

Nilekani, who is not aware
of the letter, told Hindustan
Times: “We're talking about
an institution that is com-
pared to MIT, Harvard and
Stanford. It’s a showpiece that
global dignitaries often visit.

THE HIDUSTAN TIME'S

i
Let’s not always be seen as a
country of snake charmers.”

Team IIT was tightlipped.
Dean (planning) B.S. Pani
said, “Since government mon-
ey was involved, we appreci-
ate the ministry’s right to
raise questions. We have al-
ready sent our answer.”

The ministry has also crixi-
cised the way the IIT paid a
lump sum for the hostels in-
stead of item-wise requisition-
ing and accounting. IIT so-
urces said that this would have
been difficult, because most
faculty members are busy with
academic issues and would
rather stay away from recur-
rent billing and accounting.

The government had earli-
er instructed IITs to pay lump
sums only when construction
was urgent. It doesn’t believe
there was any urgency about
building these two hostels.

The two new hostels togeth-
er have 1,064 seats, compared
with the 300 offered by the
other hostels on the campus.
“We are still short of accom-
modation for our students
and are planning to expand,”
Pani said.
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NEW DELHI, April 8. —
The Supreme Court (co-
ram, Khare, CJ, Sinha, Ka-
padla, 1H today indicated
that it would examine the
1mphcatxons of the govern-
ment’s proposed fee cut on
the autonomy of the IIMs,
irrespective of whether all
six institutes agreed to im-
plement it or not.

Towards this end, the
court will examine at the
next hearing on 16 April
the balance sheets of the
HMs and the locus standi
of the petitioners, who
have challenged the
fee cut.

The court also issued
notices to the IIMs on an
interim application filed
by the petitioners, Mr San-
deep Parekh and two oth-
ers, seeking to lmplead
them in the suit, saying it
would like to hear the
IIMs’ stand on the issue.

Appearing for the Cen-
tre, the additional solici-
tor-general, Mr Mukul
Rohtagi, sought an end to

.u“,’

P ws—A-tn‘
bfa L0 R

the proceedings, saying
that five of the six IIMs
had already agreed to cut
their fees. “The sixth —
IIM-Ahmedabad — is cur-
rently in -discussions with
the government on this.
Since it is election time, it
will take some time,” Mr
Rohtagi said.

“Once all the IIMs
agree to it, funds will flow
from the government to
them,” he said.

He also contested the
locus standi of the peti-
tioners to challenge the
fee cut. “The IIMs are not
before the court. Who are
they (the petitioners)?”
he asked.

However, the petition-
ers’ counsel Mr Harish
Salve pointed out that the
petitioners were well with-
in their rights to draw the
court’s  attention  to
the issue. He argued that
the petitioners — one of
them a member of the [IM
and the rest ex-students —
were only drawing the
court’s attention to a pub-
lic issue and not seeking

any personal benefit. /

I'Q App 2804



IM C chiel-faculty
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" split wide open 4

Times NEws NETWORK

: Kolkata: Matters came to a head at
i the Indian Institute of Management,
Calcutta on Wednesday with faculty
members refusing to buy board of
governors chairman Y C Deveshwar’s
statement that a fee cut was in the
best interests of the institute. They
claimed that the autonomy of the in-
stitute was being infringed upon.
The faculty members had noreason
to be upset with the fee cut decision,
Deveshwar said. “The matter should
i not be seen as a fee cut but as an in-
i creased subsidy from the HRD min-
i istry” he said. The decision to slash
i thefees, he added, should not be taken
as an infringement of the institute’s
autonomy or erosion of empower-
ment for the faculty “The MHRD is

the supreme authority for all the [TMs,
can we deny that? We have to first sort
out what we mean by autonomy.”
Deveshwar said even if there wasa
fee slash, [IMC should try to move to-
wards self-reliance. “There are other
ways of raising funds. I suggest that
IIMC start charging the companies
that come for campus recruitment at
the rate of Rs 21akh per candidate in-
stead of the present Rs 15,000. This
will help add Rs 8 crore to the IIMC
coffers.” The facuity insisted that sev-

eral clauses of the memorandum of

associations have not been abided by
in Deveshwar’s resolution, but the lat-
ter suggested that the MOA itself
should be reviewed because it was
framed way back in 1961 and it need-
ed to be seen if it was still relevant.
The faculty council met on an

emergency basis on Wednesday
morning and drafted a resolution
that defied the one framed by De-
veshwar and stuck to the faculty’s
earlier stand against the slash in fee
from Rs 1.25 1akh to Rs 30,000 a year.
Institute director Shekhar Chowd-
hury was present alongside the fac-
ulty members.

“Though the chairman has re-
peatedly said in the resolution that
the fee slash is being accepted pro-
vided that the autonomy of the insti-
tute will not be affected, the very fact
that the fee has been slashed follow-
ing a government order despite the
faculty and the students opposing it,
is itself an infringement upon our
autonomy,” asserted IIMC’s dean of
planning and administration, Asish
Bhatacharya.

Rahul earns pomts for Cong poll

TiMES NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: While all the
i hoopla about cricket ;
i diplomacy, tricolours be- |
ing waved in Pakistani
stadiums and kebabs in
Lahore made nice pic-
tures, it did not earn Atal
Bihari Vajpayee election
points among suburban
and city voters.

Grapmc Nirmal Sharma

But showering of petals |
and affection on Rahul |

Gandhi as he rolled into
Amethi has helped Con-

i gress’ stock, a new Times

of India poll shows.
While BJP has been
maintaining its ground as
.the party best suited to
form a new government

Week: week ending March 3: Week2: ending March 10; Week3: ending March 17; Week

on behalf of TOI by lead-
ing market research com-
pany TNS India began
tracking voters in 10
cities, 'the .party lost
ground last week. That ap-
pears to have accrued to

since the poll conducted Congress which has
S AT T “‘P'
i by, AR ‘ oo b ‘

gained nearly 8 percent-
age points since Rahul
was formally ushered into
the electoral fray.

Perhaps it’s the proxim-
ity to Amethi or presence
of a Congress local gov-
ernment that swung voter

L 8 APy 2004

ﬁding March 24; Week 5: ending March 31

preferences in Delhi most
in the last two weeks or so.
While four weeks ago, 65%
voters in the national cap-
ital thought BJP was the
best choice to hold federal
reins, the numbers now
stand at 50%.

‘



TIM- A deties Jos

on fees reduction

Rathin Das
Ahmedabad, April 3

A CRUCIAL meeting of the
board of governors of the
Indian Institute of Manage-
ment, Ahmedabad (IIM-A),
on Saturday chose to defy
the Union HRD ministry on
the fee-cut order and decided
to charge the same fees from
the incoming students as in
the previous academic year.

The Union HRD ministry
had, on February 6 this year,
unilaterally reduced the fees
in the IIMs from Rs 1.5 lakh
to just Rs 30,000 on the plea
that it would help poor stu-
dents get admissions in the
premiere business schools.

IIM-A chairman N.R. Nar-
ayanamurthy, who chaired
the board of governors me-
eting here on Saturday, told
newsmen that, after exten-
sive discussions, it had been
decided to maintain status
quo in the matter of fees.
“The incoming students in
this academic year will pay
the fees of Rs 1,58,350, the
same as that paid by stu-
dents last year”, Narayna-
murthy said.

He added that the decision
to maintain status quo on
the fees had been taken after
careful consideration of the
issue and discussions at the
board of governors meeting.

The Infosys chief also re-
fused to respond to a ques-

tion on whether this deci- .

sion of status quo constitut-
ed open defiance of the Un-
ion HRD ministry’s stand.

Thr T AN TVES
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SLASHING DECISION

oliM-A .chairman . N.R.
Narayanamurthy said the
decision for a status quo
on the feesissue had heen
taken .= after - careful
consideration

®The IM would inform the
board of governors for the
sanction of finances
®HRD . Minister - Murli
Manohar Joshi will study
document before voicing
out his opinion

The IIM Society meeting he-
re on Friday had authorized
the board of governors to
take a decision on the fees to
be charged from the stu-
dents. But Narayanamurthy
also said that the process of
dialogue with the Union
HRD ministry was extreme-
ly important and it would
continue. He could not, how-
ever, hazard a guess about
when the process of dia-
logue would begin or end.

Repeating the stand he
had taken on Friday of re-
fusing to blame anyone for
the controversy, Narayana-
murthy said, “The impor-
tant thing is to create a posi-
tive environment where we
can discuss the issue and re-
solve the problem”.

IIM director Bakul Dho-
lakia, who was also present
at the Press briefing, said
that the Admission & Finan-
cial Assistance Committtee
(A&FAC) would work out the

'Wie

exact packages for needy
students from the lower-in-
come groups. :

The assessment of finan-
cial assistance requireme-
nts this year - how many ne-, -
ed it and how much - would.
begin along with the admis-
sion process beginning on
June 1, he said, adding that
such a move would help the’
IIM know the amount requ-
ired by June 10. .

Based on this assessment
of the needs for assistance,
the IIM would inform the .
board of governors for the -
sanction of finances, Dho-
lakia said. The IIM-A Soci-
ety meet on Friday had au- °
thorized the board of
governors to implement a
scholarship grant progra- .
mme for economically dis-’
advantaged students who
took admission on merit.

HRD Minister Murli -
Manohar Joshi said, “I've
just come back from Alla-
habad and I'm not aware of
the various aspects of there-
solution. I'll study the docu-
ment before commenting on
it”, he said.

1IM-C to decide

Meanwhile, the chairman of
IIM, Calcutta, has expressed
his displeasure with some
board members who have
publicly said that the insti-
tute would accept a fee cut.
The IIM-C board, too, met ont
Saturday, ahead of the insti-
tute’s convocation, but the
issue was not discussed.
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/" 1IM afumni form tru st

March 30, — IIM alumni
have decided to loosen their
purse strings to battle the
fee slash» and autonomy
issues legally. They have
formed a trust that includes
alumni from all the IIMs in
the country as members.
The trust, named Pan 1IM
Alumini Legal and Allied
Causes Trust, is maintained
and audited by ILFS Trust
Co Limited, Mumbai.

Mr Prem Kamath, Mr
Jerry Rao (alumnus of IIM
Ahmedabad), Mr Ajith
Balakrishnan "(alumnus of
IIM  Calcutta) and Mr
Navroz Havewala (alumnus
of IIM Bangalore) are the
executive committee mem-
bers of the trust.

A spokesperson said:
“Many IIM alumni wanted
to contribute generously to
fight the fee slash move of
the HRD ministry, which is
aimed at tampering with the

THE STATESMAN

autonomy enjoyed by the
IIMs. The alumni wanted to
have a reliable trust, trans-
parent in its transactions, to
send in their money.”
However, the trust has no
plans to file a Public Interest
Litigation in the Supreme
Court. There are already
two PILs filed in this regard
in the Supreme Court, slat-
ed for hearing on 8 April.
The trust is expecting a
minimum contribution of Rs
50,000 from alumni working

in India and US $100 from
- those who work abroad.,

JIM-C may accept HRD
ministry’s decision: Dire-

ctor of IIT Kharagpur, Prof.
SK Dube, who attended the
26 March board of gover-
nors meet of IIM-Calcutta,
said today the “mood” at the
meeting suggested that IIM-
C would accept the HRD
ministry’s decision to slash
fees at IIMs. Prof. Dube was
the HRD ministry’s repre-
sentative at the board meet-
ing.

31 MAR 2004

m“ to fight fee slash .

 “There was no ve Lement

opposition to thie fee slash at

the board meeting, though
faculty representatives
expressed  apprehension
about losing autonomy of
the institute,” he said. Mr
YC Deveshwar, chairman,
board of gavernors at IIM-C
was unavailable for com-
ments.

Supporting the HRD min-
istry decision on the IIM fee
slash, Prof. Dube suggested
the Rs 24,000 annual fee at
the IITs should be reduced

“to around Rs 8, 000. He dis-

missed the argument. that
the fee slash is aimed at
interfering with the autono-
my of the IIMs. “The fees
have nothing to do with

_ autonomy. II'Ts charge much

less than IIMs. But there is
no government interference
in our autonomy,” he said.
He said the financial contri-
bution of IIT alumni to their
alma mater is negligible and
government still provides
most of the funds.



“1IMs, fees &

(7 A
(A
HE Indian Institute of Man-
agement fee-cut case is be-
fore the Supreme Court
again, and there seems to be
a possibility of a fuller presentation
of all aspects to the Court. One
hopes that there will be occasion for
the voices of the faculty, the man-
agements, and others concerned
with higher education in the coun-
try, to be heard. Meanwhile, such
public debate as is taking place in
the media or at meetings seems to
be proceeding on the wrong lines.
The question whether the fees can
or should be reduced is doubtless
important, but less so than the ques-
tion “Who should decide?” The aim
of this note is not so much to argue
a case as to set out the elements of
the debate succinctly, though this
writer's own views will undoubtedly
show through.

Let us first get one red herring out
of the way. Are the IIMs ‘elitist’ in-
stitutions? Of course they are. All
institutions of higher or specialised
education, and all institutions of ad-
vanced research -— in the natural
sciences, mathematics, social sci-
ences, humanities, advanced med-
icine or surgery, the newly
blossoming area of information
technology, management, and so on
— are definitely elitist, and the word
need not and should not have a pe-
jorative implication. Nalanda, the
Athenian academy, the Sangams in
Tamil literary history, Alexandria,
Sorbonne, Oxford, Cambridge, the
London School of Economics, Har-
vard, Yale, and so on, were and are
all elitist institutions. We do not
need caste, class or money elites,
but intellectual and professional
elites have a (non-political, non-
power) role to play.

The second obvious point is that
such education is bound to be
somewhat expensive to provide.
That cost (which is a factor, but not
the only one, in setting fees) can
either be fully recovered from the
students or be partly borne by the
state. There is a difference of views
on this.

The third point, again obvious, is
that access to such institutions
should not be limited to the very
rich or even the moderately prosper-
ous, or in other words, that access
should not be denied to those from
the poorer classes or the disadvan-
taged groups. Whether that requires
the fees to be low, and if so how low
is low enough, and whether such
low levels are feasible or whether
loans and scholarships will ensure
adequate access is again a matter on
which there are two views, and they

\

¥

The question whether the fees can or should be
reduced is doubtless important, but less so than
the question “Who should decide?”

need to be gone into.

An argument that has been put
forward in this context is that loans
are readily available to those who
have secured admission to the IIMs;
that the students of the IIMs have in
fact come from all classes and not
merely from the affluent groups;
that the students emerging from the
IIMs are able to find immediate
placements at very high salaries;
that they can pay back any loans
that they might have taken for fi-
nancing their fees with ease and
within a short period; and that there
is no justification at all for subsidis-
ing their fees. Doubtless that point
will be argued before the Court.

We return to the question: “Who
should set the fees?” Whatever the
considerations that should govern
the setting of the fees, it seems self-
evident that this is a function of the
management. The fact that Harvard
has reportedly reduced fees for
poorer families has figured repeat-
edly in the media. It should be noted
that it is Harvard University and not
the Government, Federal or State,
that has taken the decision.

That brings us to the question of
the relationship (particularly finan-
cial) between the IIMs and the Gov-
ernment of India. Some years ago,
the then Finance Minister reportedly
advised the IIMs to become finan-
cially self-reliant and to reduce if not
eliminate the need for funds from
the Government; this was partly the
result of the financial difficulties of
the Government, but also partly a
reflection of the new economic phi-
losophy. The 1IMs have diligently
and successfully followed that
course. The present Government
has reversed that advice. Now the
Government says in effect: “Reduce
the fees, and we will give you grants
to cover the deficit.” What is the
justification for this volte face? Un-
der the prevailing economic philos-
ophy, is there a case for Government
subsidy for higher education of a
kind that leads instantly to highly
remunerative employment? Was
there a case even under the earlier
‘socialistic’ philosophy? In relation
to primary education it is clear that
the state has a responsibility. The
state may even wish to promote
higher education in the natural or
social sciences or in areas such as
medicine through subsidisation; but
is there need for state subsidisation

of management education? The an-
swer seems obvious to this writer,
but the question could doubtless be
debated.

Finally, there is the question of
‘autonomy’. The Government’s rela-
tionship to ‘autonomous’ institu-
tions — whether they be. universities
or other educational or research in-
stitutions or public enterprises or
regulatory authorities or national
broadcasting corporations (the BBC
in England, Prasar Bharati in India)
— is always a difficult one. The gen-
eral and avowed intention in most
such cases is to distance the institu-
tions in question from the Govern-
ment and to respect their freedom
of management. In reality, however,
governments find it difficult to ac-
cept that position. Governments in
general are uncomfortable with truly
independent institutions. This is so
in other countries too, but it is par-
ticularly so in India. Whatever the
political party in power, our Minis-
ters (with honourable exceptions)
like to exercise power and patronage
in relation to such institutions, make
use of them for political or other
improper purposes, and treat them
as their fiefdoms; and they are reluc-
tant to part with control. It would be
unfair to point an accusing finger
only at Ministers in this regard: se-
nior bureaucrats (again with hon-
ourable exceptions) are equally fond
of power and patronage and equally
loath to part with control; and of
course bureaucrats at lower levels
try to get some advantages out of
their connection with such institu-
tions and organisations. The dys-
functional relationship between the
Government and ‘autonomous’ in-
stitutions has been extensively
discussed.

To that troubled history the Party
now in power adds an ideological
dimension. There is no need to talk
of a hidden agenda here: the agenda
is quite open. Over a period of time,
many institutions have been
brought under the control of the
Government. The Indira Gandhi Na-
tional Centre for the Arts was osten-
sibly rescued from the control of
those who had tried to convert it
into a private empire, but in effect it
was destroyed. Much good work had
been done there under Dr. Kapila
Vatsyayan’s leadership, but today it
is in utter disarray. M.L. Sondhi,
brought in by the ruling party as

freedom of management

']\39} amaswamy R. Iyer
v

Chairman of the Indian Council of
Social Science Research, was re-
moved when he tried to maintain a
degree of independence. A similar
story was enacted in the case of the
Indian Council of Historical Re-
search. There is no need to elab-
orate this. The intention is quite
clearly to bring all educational, re-
search and cultural institutions un-
der the ideological control of the
Ministry of Human Resource Devel-
opment. There is also a concerted
effort to rewrite history; this is
sought to be justified on the ground
that existing distortions ‘need to be
corrected, but the driving force is
clearly a concern for ideological cor-
rectness and not for objectivity.
Whether all this is being done at the
behest of the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh or reflects the personal
predilections of the Minister, one
cannot say. Perhaps there is a com-
bination of the two factors. Unfortu-
nately, the predilections at the
political level seem to be more than
matched by the bureaucracy’s dis-
comfort with any display of inde-
pendence on the part of the
managements of such institutions,
and its desire to bring them to heel.

Parenthetically, and speaking sub-
ject to correction, it appears to this
writer that the present Minister of
HRD, doubtless an honourable,
high-minded person, exemplifies a
combination of a strong ideological
bent, an unshakeable belief in his
own rightness on all matters, and an
imperviousness to dissenting views.
That combination has already done
enormous harm to many institu-
tions, and seems likely to damage
many more. Many would agree with
that statement in private, but the
sad fact is that we seem powerless to
prevent that eventuality.

That is the background against
which one has to consider the Min-
istry’s direction to the IIMs on the
subject of fees, and the argument
sometimes put forward that the [IMs
do not need the large corpuses that
they have. What lies behind this? A
concern for the poor or a desire to
reduce the financial strength of the
institutions and make them depend-
ent on the Government? Let the
readers reflect on this. The Govern-
ment has reportedly declined to
provide a written or oral undertak-
ing on the subject of respecting the
autonomy of the IIMs. This could *
because of technical or leg~’
sons; or it could be beca*
tention is in fact to re”
to the position of subo.
of the Ministry. Let the
flect on this too.
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IIM Calcutta

swallows w:};/
fee reduction

Jaideep Mazumdar X/\(\(\ ”7
Kolkata, March 27

THE PREMIER B-school here willg) the
way of its younger counterparts at Luc-
know and Indore. Indian Institute of Man-
agement, Calcutta (IIMC) chairman Y.C. De-
veshwar is expected to accept the Union
HRD Ministry’s fee-cut proposal when he
drafts the resolution of Friday’s meeting of
the IIMC board of governors.

Deveshwar was asked to draft the resolu-
tion after an unusually stormy board meet-
ing which discussed the ministry’s proposal
(a similar situation developed at IIM Banga-
lore on Saturday). “The chairman’s mandate
is to reflect in the resolution the opinions and
concerns expressed by all board members,”
an industrialist who had attended Friday’s
meeting at IIMC said.

With most board members arguing in
favour of the fee slash, Deveshwar would
have to accept the cut in his resolution.
Sources close to Deveshwar told HT that he
would, however, inciude the concern over
autonomy raised by industry representa-
tives and the IIMC faculty in his resolution.

The Union ministry had packed the 26-
member board with its own representatives
and had named the replacements on time.
The West Bengal government, however, was
not as vigilant — two of its representatives
(former chief secretary Tarun Dutta and
present higher education secretary Jawa--
har Sircar) did not attend the meeting and
the state government did not name any re-
placements. Had the state government been
vigilant, the members who favoured the fee
slash could have been outnumbered.
= Page 4: Joshi smells a scam in some lIMs
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/ _CPI(M) criticises
v Government’s
w @\ education policy

{ﬁ ur Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 20. The Communist Party of
India (Marxist) today charged the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party-led National Democratic Alliance Gov-
ernment with “commercialising and
communalising” education and also questioned
its claim about expansion of education.

Stating that the policies of the NDA Govern-
ment vis-a-vis education had been “highly con-

' troversial, the party said that with “a faithful
swayamsevak’ like Murli Manohar Joshi at the
helm of the Human Resource Development Min-
istry, the agenda of “saffronisation of education”
was pursued with full vigour over the past five
years.

“From rewriting of the NCERT textbooks to the
move to introduce astrology and Karmakanda in
universities, the Ministry has made relentless ef-
forts to restructure the Indian education system
according to the ideological needs of the Sangh
Parivar,” the party politburo member, Prakash
Karat, and the Rajya Sabha leader, Nilotpal Basu,
said at a press conference.

The party disputed the claims by the Vajpayee
Government that three-crore out of school chil-
dren were brought back to schools since the in-
ception of the Sarva Siksha Abhiyan (SSA) in 2001
with an expenditure of Rs.16,000 crores.

The Tapas Majumdar Committee, appointed
by the Union Government, had estimated the to-
tal financial commitment required to bring all
Indian children in the age group of 6 to 14 years
under the purview of school education would be
Rs. 1,36,922 crores over a ten-year period (1998-
99 to 2007-08) which came to approximately 0.72
per cent of the estimated gross domestic product
during the period, the party said.

“The Government is claiming that it has
achieved over 60 per cent (three crore out of
nearly five crore of school children brought back
to school) of the target in universalising elemen-
tary education by spending only 0.11 per cent,
that is Rs.16,000 crores spent against the Rs.

1,396,922 crores suggested by the Tapas Majum-
dar Committee).”

Commenting on the “hollowness” of the claim,
the party said that as against the statement that
the Government actually spent Rs.16,000 crores
on the SSA, the total allocation for SSA had been
to the tune of Rs. 3,078.11 crores up to February
21, 2003 according to the annual report of the
Ministry.

If the Central allocation of Rs. 2,732.32 crores
for 2003-04 under SSA is added to the earlier
amount, the total figure stands at Rs. 5,810.43
crores.

“This is only around one-third of the claim of
Rs. 16,000 crores spent on the SSA.”

CPI(M) objects to
AJT deal

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELH!, MARCH 20. The Communist Party of
India (Marxist) today objected to the Vajpayee
Government signing the Rs. 6,600-crore
“Hawk” Advanced Jet Trainer agreement
stating that a caretaker government should
not enter into a defence deal involving
financial commitment.

“We are not going into the merit of the
decision to acquire the aircraft, it may be the
best but we are questioning the timing of
signing the agreement after the elections were
announced,” the CPI(M) politburo member,
Prakash Karat, said. The decision, he said,
should have been left to the new government.

Asked whether the party would complain to
the Election Commission, Mr. Karat said that
it was being considered. A defence agreement
just as the country was going to vote a new
government could raise a controversy given
the history of defence deals in which
allegations of commissions had surfaced.




SC rewveq%L

Syed Liaquat Ali Q;%W
New Delhi March 19

THE HUMAN resources de-
velopment ministry is all
braced up for the big battle
in Supreme Court over its
decision to cut fees in the In-
dian Institutes of Manage-
ment (IIMs) and on the
question whether the action
amounts to interfering with
their autonomy.

The apex court on Friday
revived the public interest
litigation (PIL) challenging
the heavy-duty fee cut in
the IIMs after the HRD min-
istry refused to give a writ-
ten undertaking that the
government would not
breach the autonomy of the
top-of-the-line business
schools.

Additional solicitor-gen-
eral Mukul Rohatgi, repre-

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

PN
AUTONGMY ISSUE

a;March 12 Supreme
Court asks additional
solicitor-geperal to find
out whether the Centre
can give an undertaking
not tointerfere with the
‘autonomy’ of the liMs

m March 19 Govt refuses
to give the undertaking.
SCrevives plea against
fee cut

senting the HRD ministry,
told the court it was not pos-
sible for the government to
give such an undertaking.
Rohatgi reiterated his
February 27 statement

recorded by the SC that the '

fee-cut should not be con-
strued as interference in
the autonomy of the IMs

m MA'C

M fee battle

and that the government
would provide funds to
them in case of a shortfall.

Rohatgi said he had giv-
en the statement on behalf
of the government with
"bona fide intention”.

Senior counsel Harish
Salve, representing three
petitioners, insisted that
the SC restore the PIL in
view of the government's
unwillingness to give the
undertaking.

In view of the standoff, a
bench comprising Chief
Justice V.N. Khare and Jus-
tices S.B. Sinha and S.H. Ka-
padia recalled its February
27 order disposing of the
case on the basis of the gov-
ernment's statement.

The Supreme Court fixed
April 8 to hear the PIL filed
by lawyer Sandeep Parekh
and two IIM alumni.



" UOTHUTISUL 8U} JO UOISIO
-9p 913 J8A0 WSTONAads Jo asuss,,
o[qeyeistulun ue jo paxye;
TaA8MOY ‘Juspnis Js8Iouy
"S9PTIWOD
SUOTIR[AI BIPal 8} JO I2qUIaUL
B DU JUIPNIS Jeak-)SIT] e ‘Welap
-umg ITeueylriy, pres  ‘syuspnis
a3 JO Jyauaq ayy J0j ST 31 se £01
-Tod -89y a3 1r0ddns prnom am
JUBUWILIBAO0S 8] UIO.I] 90USIILI}
-UT 30311 OU ST 81013 st Suo] sV,
‘suornyedTjdwil ay) SurySrom aJe
“}red Jray3 uo ‘syuspmis ayy,
‘PeeT urdn
198 sem [o0Yds-g 8t} mouong
JO SLITYSINO Y} UO pajenys -
"a10PU] pUe 3POYIYZOS] mwﬂmwn
SIATI . Ja8unes,, a1t} a1
STUYOTYM ‘anInsur sty 8
“[rounod Lymoey 83 Jo 19
ptes . ‘puaq 03 papriep am 0s uﬂ.m
PO 0) Ases a.1e FUNoA oﬁs

ﬁqm@-:u-em._

‘90UapYy
-U09 03Ul Ua¥e] Uaaq aaey pnoys
[roumod a3y} ey peurejduwiod pue
A5y Sem J1 118 [ToUNod A3moej
9} UI SI9Yyded} JO UOTII0S V
‘Tesodoad jusuniasaos oy
juauwdIdw 03 UOISTO8P aY) Yoeq
A[pajIeayeoym aINIISUT 9y}
Je SJ31J0Rd) TTe 30U T9A3MOY
"Pres ysuis ,;90ua1a}1a}
-UL Jet]3 Ted am pmop -aamjipuad
-X@ U0 S8LIINDUD Inoy)Im pasea]
-3 J8A3U ST punJ AWOU0INE JSA0
prouered aq 03 waes AayL,
oeq
juss pue Jaded s11ym o) U prem
-103 nd syusums.re ayy ursoddo
9)0U € U)ILIM Sey preoq o],
Ao110d s JustuLIaA08 8y} SW
soddo SIATII 8U3 [Te 03 1U8s e}No

#ireD NI Joded ayTym aFed-LT oy
JO dAISSTWISTP\USaq SBY 31 Inq ‘Te

-sodoxd :mﬂm- 5 30 WISTOTILIO

8.40qo1 OdV 9y} U0 SUTIUIUI0D
Afreroyyo jou sI mouson NII
JO saouaeA038 Jo paeoq Iyl
pres
9y . ‘SeIIATIOR JTWIApERIR SU0T}
-mIsul 9y} jo Aurenb oy} Sur
-STUI0IdUIod 10U JO 93uaeud ay}
3dadoe am pue weSAS auan)
-TPUadxa 813U 9} aSTURS.109 0]
SABY M ‘PAaUISOUOd ST UOTIN}
-T3sur Aw se Jej seng ‘Surkes age
sjuswaseuew NI J9UYI0 Jeym
U0 JUIWINIOY 03 JueM 3 Uop I,
" ISIM
-dod,, s aA0UI S,JUWIUISA0S a1}
pawure|s aaey amﬁ — Bpnoe)
pue aloresuey ‘peqepawiyy Jo
“.Ens 04V, 93 A[qelou — ST
I} JO SW0S YIim eipawt
Foay) Jem Axoud ® ojurt
03} pasnjax ysurs
; <30
a.1e0 UaYe] ST ssa00ad ay} Ut 908]

%Y

SPURJIP JOIYd:

PMOM T TeJII0YS [eroweuyy ot} JI
309 99 8} Surjuswardulr ur Wy
-qoad Aue aaey] J0U pmom am Jeij}
Jayiel e ysnoayy ANsiurui (Jusui
-dofeaap adanosal uewmy) ay3
POWLIOJUT 8ARY oM ‘g ATenaqa,d
Jo 3unisewt pIeoq sy} JAYV,
qdexdoray, oyl
EB y3uis 1aaqg ., ‘uonjestues
-10 ST} JO )S2J03UT o) Prejoad 0
SABY 9M 'SUOTININISUL Je[IuIS
9y} Jo 3sa1 9y} W JUISHIP
£38A SY UOTIENYTS "T-INTT 8YL,,
*§1S8J93UI S,U0T}
-esTue3.I0 8} 30330ad 03 Pajoe 1
Suthes Tesodoad yse[s-9a] s, Juswt
-UJI9A08 Teqjua0 ay) Justuatdurt
0} UOTSTIaP §,[00YdS-g 3} PApUa)
-8p Sy, MOUYON'] JUSWaSeREIN
Jo ammsu Sﬂcﬁ ayl jo 101




Y

HOPQIHAT THE Indian Institute of Manage-

- ment fee controversy had been settled, with the
. Government promising the Supreme Court that

it would meet any shortfall in funds and would
not interfere in the functioning of these educa-

. tional institutions of excellence, have been

quickly dashed. The issue is back in the Su-
preme Court and the Government has been giv-
en a week’s time to clarify its position on
guaranteeing autonomy of the IIM. The threats
the representatives of the Ministry of Human
Resource Development held out at last week’s
meeting of the IIM-Ahmedabad Society will
convince nobody that the Government is com-
mitted to guaranteeing the autonomy that the
six institutes have enjoyed all these years. The
aggressive methods of officialdom have cata-
lysed a fresh bout of litigation that threatens to
keep the fee controversy alive for months, which
will surely affect the functioning of the IIMs in
the academic year beginning June.

The Supreme Coutt dismissed a public inter-
est litigation that questioned the HRD Ministry’s
directive to reduce fees from an annual Rs.1.50
lakhs to Rs.30,000, after the Government made
its twin commitments on funding and non-in-
terference. With the original petitioners now
asking that the Court record the Government’s
assurances, an opportunity has presented itself

- to define autonomy clearly. The attitude of the

HRD representatives at the IIM-A Society meet-
ing leaves no ambiguity about what the tussle is
about — the right of the centres of excellence to
function without government interference in
the face of an attempt by the Ministry to dictate
terms. It is outrageous that government officials
resorted to bullying tactics when they learnt that
the Society was considering going to court to get
the fee order reversed. The Government of India
and the Gujarat Government set up the [IM-A;
however, since it was established under the So-

[IMs MUST STAND UP @/\“\e\j

cieties Act of 1861, it does have the right to dis-
cuss and decide the fee issue. For government
representatives to describe the Society’s past ap-
proval of fee revision as illegal, to claim that the
Institute can be asked to refund the higher fees
that have been collected, and to threaten dis-
solution should the courts be approached can
signify only one thing: the Government will not
tolerate anybody questioning its decisions. Such
a crude display of authority bodes ill for the fu-
ture when issues involving autonomy will keep
cropping up. It was always known that the Gov-
ernment’s decision to issue a diktar on fees to
the IIMs had more to do with exercising control
than with making post-graduate management
education accessible to non-privileged sections
of society.

While a public debate has raged on the HRD
Ministry’s order to slash fees by 80 per cent and
an IIM alumnus was among the public interest
litigants, the faculty and governing boards of the
IIMs have been strangely silent. This has pro-
voked accusations that the institutes themselves
lack the courage of their convictions. This is set
to change thanks to the crude anti-intellectual-
ism of the Government’s intervention. The facul-
ty of IIM-A has decided to explore a number of
options, including approaching the court to
question the HRD Ministry’s diktat. This could
set off a chain reaction among the faculty at the
other IIMs and perhaps even among the govern-
ing boards. How the courts will respond to such
petitions can only be a matter of speculation.
However, the locus standi of these petitioners
will not be in question, unlike the case of those
who went to the Supreme Court with the PIL,
With their autonomy and future at stake, the
IIMs must gear up for a determined campaign
against an overbearing Ministry with a retrogres-
sive agenda.

15 MAR 70




&HM is about education. not

R all one knows, the IIMs may well be guilty of -
procedural violations of the kind claimed by the HRD
ministry. But you don’t need to clear IIM entrance
exams to figure that out. Murli Manohar Joshi cannot be ,
worried about ‘memoranda of association being ignored
by IIM brass. The alleged violations have been happen-
ing over the years. There have been government nomin-
ees on IIM boards who would, or should, have known
about these actions, including the “unauthorised” fee
hikes. Joshi, an active minister, would have intervened
earlier had he thought not following bylaws to the letter
was a sufficiently serious breach. His concern now is
informed by the spirit of battle, bruised egos, a battle
potentially dangerous for IIMs’ institutional indepen-
dence and excellence. This does not mean that IIMs’
lapses, if any, should not be investigated and corrected.
What it means is that direct hands-on interference must
be avoided. That IIM administrators must not feel that
a vindictive government is watching them. That admi-
nistrative freedoms that are guaranteed should be
respected. That politics will not influence key appoin-
tments or strategic decisions. How institutional excel-
lence can get hopelessly eroded if these precepts are not
followed has been demonstrated by Joshi’s ideological
rivals — the Marxists. The CPI-M has reduced most of
Bengal’s institutions of higher learning to instruments
of a quasi-Stalinist state; astrophysics professors need
to be party cadres first. Once a city known throughout
India for its centres of academic excellence, Kolkata is

> JOSHI’S BATTLE,
: N

now nowhere in the league dominated by Delhi, Mumbai

Chennai and Bangalore. To be fair to Joshi, he has given
no evidence that he wants to institutionally corrupt
IIMs. But it can happen. Even if a quarter of what the
CPI-M has done to, say, Kolkata University happens to
1IMs, it would be a terrible loss. o

Therefore, the minister must rethink and, in the pro-
cess, remember that his remit is promoting education
not winning a media war with N arayan Murthy. Joshi is
an ambitious man. Would he like to go down in history
as the education minister who dealt a deathblow to one
of India’s world-class institutions? Is he really eager to
see IIMs losing credibility? If the answers are “no”, he
must change tack. If the answers are “yes”, the Prime
Minister needs to appoint another HRD minister.
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[IMA for talks with HRD
ministry gp end gaff erences

Rakhi Mazumdar

KOLKATA 13 MARO&)&
HE faculty membefs of the

I Indian Institute of Man-

agement, Ahmedabad
(IMA) have come around to a
view that the institute should ini-
tiate a dialogue with officials of
the HRD ministry to iron out dif-
ferences that have cropped up
between them.

This is also the first serious at-
tempt taken up by IIMA to dif-
fuse the current impasse over fee
cuts and the larger and more con-
tentious issue of the institute’s

autonomy of fun onmg

This was the general view that
emerged out of the institute’s fac-
ulty council meeting held on Fri-
day. The meeting was supposed
to discuss a position paper pre-
pared by a four-member team to
look into all the aspects of the in-
stitute’s governance.

However, it had to be ad-
jouned after members decided
that they needed more time
to study the paper and under-
stand the nature of the relation-
ship between the institute and
the ministry.

“During Friday’s meeting,

bers were unanimous in ex-
p essmg the view that the insti-
tute needs to take the more im-
mediate and necessary step of
seeking a face-to-face meeting
with officials of the ministry of
human resources development,”
IIMA sources said.

The director of the institute is
slated to convene a fresh meeting
of the faculty council on Monday
(March 15) during which the key
decision on appointing a team of
faculty members who will lead
the communication process be-
tween IMA and the ministry will
be finalised.




~1IM-A dons to move
G qcourt oyer fee cut

\ Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi\Ahmedabad: Even as the
supreme court gave the Centre a week to
clarify its stand on the commitment not to
interfere with the functioning of the IIMs
and to provide adequate funds in view of
the drastic reduction of the admission fee
from Rs 1.5 lakhs to Rs 30,000 on Friday,
IIM-Ahmedabad dons have decided to go
to court. The faculty will ask the judici-
ary to define autonomy and the govern-
ment’s role in running of the institute.
Friday’s SC ruling on the issue came
as a shot in the arm for the IIM-A facul-
ty council, which hopes to get its act to-
gether within this time before they ei-
ther approach the apex court through an
application attached along with the ex-
isting PIL or file a fresh petition in the
Gujarat HC. The move to get the judiciary
involved has found support among the 80-
strong faculty and at a meeting held on
Friday, the members resolved that “if

THE TIMES OF INDIA

wﬂl seek clarifications. We will ask the
court to define the government’s role vis-
a-vis the board and ask it to ensure that
government representatives follow the
procedures of the board. The court also
needs to define how much the government
can involve itself in day-to-day activities
like promotions,” says Professor Sebast-
ian Morris, spokesperson for the council.

“Third, there are a number of omnibus

_clauses in any memorandum of associa-

tion or other such documents which may
be used in an ilegitimate manner. One
such clause is that the government can
overrule a matter in an extraordinary cir-
cumstance. We would need the court to de-
fine the circumstances under which om-
nibus clauses can be used,” added Morris.
He indicated that there are two options
open to the council. “Being a stake-holder,
we can also have our voice heard in the
Supreme Court by attaching an applica-
tion to the PIL. This can be done as we feel
that we are a part of IIM-A and what is ac-
ceptable to the original petitioners may
not be acceptable to us. Or, we can file an-
other PIL or a civil suit in the Gujarat
High Court,” Morris told TNN.
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NEW DELH]I, Feb. 27. —
The Supreme Court (cor-
am, Khare, CJ, Sinha, Ka-
padia, JJ) today cleared the
sole legal hurdle to the pro-
posed move to cut fees in
the six Indian Institutes of
Management after the gov-
ernment gave an undertak-
ing that it would not in any
way interfere in the auto-
nomy of these institutes.
The court disposed of a

THE STATESMAN 28 FEB 704

SC upholds IIM f

v

alumni and a former mem-
ber of faculty against the
move to lower fees, after
their counsel, Mr Harish
Salve, stated that they
would not oppose the move
“if the government made
up for the shortfall of funds
consequent to the fee cut
and does not in any way in-
terfere in their autonomy”.

Union HRD minister Dr
Murli Manohar Joshi said
the verdict “vindicated” his
ministry’s stand. He said

t

L{NR
his ministry will ¢ompe-
nsate 1IMs if they require
more assistance in the wake
of reduction in their fees.

-

1IM Board meet

Mr NR Narayana Murthy,
Infosys chief and IIM-A
chairman, said the PIL dis-
missed by the court was
filed by three individuals
and not the IIM-A Board.
He said the IIM-A Board
“will meet on 3 April to dis-
cuss, debate, and review
the situation”.
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New Delhi/ Calcutta, Feb. 16:
The Supreme Court today said
the Indian institutes of manage-
ment cannot be only for the
“elite”, asking for documents on
their fee structure and the bal-
ance sheets of the last 10 years.

The court said “elites of the
society alone can just not take
away the cream of education, es-
pecially specialities and super
specialities, which is the settled
position of this court in various
decisions”.

The remark came as a bench
headed by Chief Justice VN, Kh-
are heard petitions by a student
of IIM Ahmedabad, an IIM Ban-
galore alumnus and a Supreme
Court lawyer challenging the go-
vernment’s recent order to slash
annual fees at the institutes
from Rs 1.5 1akh to Rs 30,000.

The chief justice wondered
why the IIMs had not “come be-
fore this court” challenging the
order. Ashok Desai, who app-
eared for the petitioners, said
IIM  Ahmedabad chairman
N.R. Narayana Murthy had criti-
cised the order.

At this, Chief Justice Rhare
asked: “Who are you...? What is
your locus standi...? If the IIM it-
self was satisfied with the decis-
ion of the government and does
not oppose the fee reduction, th-
en who are you to challenge it?”

Desai contended that the fee
cut was aimed at increasing the
institutes’ dependence on the go-
vernment so that it could control
them. This prompted additional
solicitor-general Mukul Rohtagi
to say the IIMs were already
under government control.

He said of the Rs 4 lakh spent
on each student, the government
was providing Rs 2.5 lakh and
the rest was being collected from
the students.

“Court calls for
IIM accounts

u} VR

m‘l/

“Further, Rs 12 cror¢ are gi-
ven to them as annual griint whi-
ch the IIMs straightaway put
in the corpus fund and even
the salaries are paid by the gov-
ernment as per the pay commis-
sion recommendations,” Rohta-
giadded.

Desai argued that there were
errors in the government order
that cited the UR. Rao commit-
tee report, which was only for
technical institutions.

L MONEYIMATTERS
»2003-04: Ahmedabad, Bangalore
and Calcutta lIMs didn't receive
any government money
#2002-03: On the basis of Rs
10.7 crore from the government
for lIM Ahmedabad, subsidy per
student works out to Rs 1.7 lakh,
not Rs 2.5 lakh as claimed by
the Centre

Rohtagi opposed this, saying
that under the Technical Educa-
tion Act, technical education in-
cluded “management education
also” and that the Rao commit-
tee’sreport was an overall status
report covering all areas.

The bench told Desai to file
the documents on or before Feb-
ruary 27 and decided to resume
hearing on that day.

The judges sought “compo-
nents” of the fee structure (the
government share per student
and the fee paid by each stu-
dent), the subsidy the IIMs get
and the balance sheets.

An IIM official contested
the gavernment’s claim of an
annual subsidy of Rs 2.5 lakh
per student. “The grant from the
government is declining every
year, while the intake of stu-
dents is increasing. Then what’s
the point in reducing fees?”
he asked.

W Joshi upbeat, Page 6
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m ﬁter 1IMs, other

schools face fee cuts

By Shivani Singh
Times News NETWORK

! New Delhi: After slashing fees at
; the six Indian Institutes of Manage-
i ment (IIMs), the human resources
i development (HRD) ministry has
i now set its eyes on other business
i schools in the country. The ministry
i has directed the All India Council of
i Technical Education (AICTE) to use
i the recommendations of the UR.
i Raocommittee and the state fee com-
! mittees to slash fees at all B-schools
¢ affiliated to the AICTE.
Some of the prominent institutes
i that may come in the firing line are
i the Indian Institute of Foreign
: Trade, New Delhi; the Jamnalal Ba-
i Jaj Institute, Mumbai; Symbiosis,
: Pune; and the Xavier Labour Rela-
i tions Institute, Jamshedpur.
: There are more than 600 manage-
i ment institutes approved by the
f AICTE, all of which would have to
slash their fees to less than Rs 40,000
per annum, ministry sources say.
While the Rao committee recom-

THE TIMES CF »imia

mendations are already out and were
used by the HRD ministry to Justlfy
its decision to slash fees at the six
IIMs by 80 per cent, the state fee com-
mittees are yet to submit their re-
portsto the AICTE. Ministry sources
said the reports will be ready in two
months.

“As soon as the reports are out and
the recommendations are examined,
the AICTE will slash fees at all insti-
tutes approved by it,” said a senior
HRD ministry official. The AICTE
has the statutory power to regulate
fees at all technical institutes ap-
proved by it.

The state fee committees, each
headed by a judge, were set up by the
AICTE following a supreme court or-
der on rationalising fee structures in
technical institutes.

Ministry officials said they al-
ready had ample data and the recom-
mendations of previous committees,
including the Rao committee report,
to slash fees at technical institutes.
The state-level fee committees, ap-
pointed by the AICTE, had recom-

FFR 2004
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mended a rev1310n of fees in man-
agement schools for 2003-04. “These
committees recommended that the
fees charged by such institutes be be-
tween Rs 20,000 and Rs 40,000 a year,
depending on the level of funding
they receive from the state,” said a
senior official.

The new committees are also
working on the recommendations of
the previous committees, the official
said. “They are trying to work on a
figure of less than Rs 40,000 per an-
numn,” he said.

HRD ministry officials, however,
said the recommendation of the Rao
committee, that the fee be pegged at
30 per cent of the country’s per capi-
ta income and be brought down to Rs
6,000 a year, was “unrealistic”. “The
fee charged by a management insti-
tute could be on par with that
charged by an IIT, which is Rs 30,000
per year. Those institutes that do not
receive government funding can
charge up to Rs 40,000. But under no
circumstances should it exceed this
figure,” said one ministry official.
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THE DECISION OF the Union Ministry of Hu-
man Resource Development directing the six
Indian Institutes of Management to lower the
annual education fee to Rs.30,000 opens - the
door to government interference in the admin-
istration of these academic institutions. This is
likely to lead to a deterioration in the high stan-
dards that these centres of management educa-
tion have developed over the past four decades.
The explanation the Government has provided
for its diktat is that this is the only way students
from low income households will be able to en-
ter these gates of excellence. On the face of it
this populist argument holds appeal but a closer
examination shows it is only an excuse for end-
ing the autonomy of the IIMs by making them
dependent on the Government, And this fits
perfectly into the larger intellectual agenda of
Human Resource Development Minister Murli
Manohar Joshi.

Management education got off to a splendid
start in India with the setting up of the first [IM
in the early 1960s. These institutes have taught
generations of gifted students, several of whom
have gone on to occupy top positions in busi-
ness organisations in India and abroad. An ad-
mission process that has been designed to select
the very best applicants and a high-quality post-
graduate education with advanced facilities —
both enabled and nurtured by an autonomy
that is the envy of other educational institutions
committed to excellence — have been respon-
sible for the high reputation of the IIMs. Among
Indian educational institutions, only the Indian
Institutes of Technology can be said to have a
better ‘brand image’ globally. The IIMs have
been established and funded by the Central
Government. It is important that these public
institutions do not end up as centres of learning
accessible only to the elite. It is true that IIM

THEHNDU S FER /M4

students come pre ominantly from middle- and
high-income families, but this is essentially be-
cause the education system gives these students
an unfair advantage over others at thg founda-
tional, high school and undergraduate levels.
While annual fees in the region of Rs.1.50 lakhs
are not an insignificant amount, banks have
been more than willing to provide loans to cover
costs as the very high salaries IIM graduates
command make repayment a certainty.. That is
why the administrators of the 1IMs have been
able to point out that high tuition fees have not
kept out poorer students. The Government is
therefore barking up the wrong tree when it says
a huge fee cut is necessary to attract students
from every kind of socio-economic background.

The irony is that the order to the ITMs reverses
a sound decision another Central Government
took in the early 1990s. In order to free up re-
sources for primary education and to fund edu-
cational institutions that could not generate
income easily, the Centre placed a ceiling on
state funding for IIMs and encouraged them to
find more and more resources of their own. This
they did with impressive efficiency, without nar-
rowing the economic background of their stu-
dents. They have even increased the number of
admissions. Lower fees will increase the IIMs’
need for government aid manifold. Further, the
Government has already cut funding, from Rs.75
crores that was budgeted for 2003-04 to just
Rs.60 crores; and only Rs.40 crores have been

allocated for next year. If the IIMs’ demands in

the new situation are to be met, that can only be
at the expense of sectors like primary education
where government support is critical. If the Gov-
ernment cannot meet the expected widening of
the resource gap, the inevitable consequence
will be that these institutions of excellence will
g0 to seed.



"Quota scalpel cuts MD MS hopefuls
=0t

Tapan Das

GETTING INTO PG Hospital from
the state’s primary health centres
could be easy — only if you are a
doctor looking to postgraduate.

About half the MD and MS seats
in the state — for which some 8,000
candidates will be sitting an en-
trance exam on Sunday — are re-
served for government doctors.
With another 15 per cent going to
the SC/ST quota, only a third of the
seats are left for the ‘general’ candi-
dates — the largest group.

This despite a recent Supreme
Court ruling that “at least 50 per cent
of the total seats in all disciplines (in
such competitive exams) must be
open” to the general candidate.

Yet, 59 of the 106 MD seats in Ben-

50 Pereen!age of seats tobe kept
open for general candidates, .
. accurdmg to SC i

32 Rarbsmage of MD seats general
candidates can try for in Sunday’s
state medical PG entrance exam

: 42 Percentage of MS seats nat

blocked by quotas

gal are reserved for doctors working
at state hospitals and health cen-
tres, and 13 for SC/ST candidates,
leaving only 34 (32 per cent) for the
rest. Of the 64 MS seats, the govern-
ment and SC/ST quotas eat up 24
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and 13, restricting general candi-
dates to only 27 (42 per cent).

The state tries to make up for this
by a sleight of hand: it offers the
lion’s share of the less coveted
diploma courses to the general can-
didates: 130 out of the 217 seats.

The catch is: at least 90 of these 130
seats — spread over four disciplines
— are not recognised by the Medical
Council of India; so the diplomas are
worthless qutside the state. These are
the Diplorrgtinn Otorhinolaryngology
(ENT), Diploma in Dermatology and
Venereal Diseases, Diploma in Gy-
naecology and Obstetrics and Diplo-
ma in Child Health. But the highly
prlzed diplomas — such as the Diplo-
ma in Anaesthesiology and Diploma
in Radio Diagnostics (9 and 15 seats)
— have been kept entirely off limits
for the general candidate.
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S URPRISE! Surprise! While

the Union HRD ministry is

citing the UR Rao Report to
justify the 80 per cent slashing of
fees for the IMs, the author of
the report told ET here on Satur-
day that the terms of reference
for his study pertained only toin-
stitutions coming under the
purview of the All India Council
of Techiical Education (AICTE)
and not the IITs and IIMs. The
[IMs and IITs did not, he added,
come under the purview of the
AICTE and were directly funded
by the Union HRD ministry. Dr
Rao, a distinguished scientist, had
retired as chairman of the Indian

S grl/to [IM row

Space Research Orgamsano
(Isro). Asked whether he felt an*-
other study of the functioning of
the IITs and IIMs was desirable in
view of the Union HRD min-
istry’s focus on these institutes,
DrRaosaid, “That isa decision for
the Government to take.”

His report, Dr Rao indicated,
had focused on areas like the
functioning of the institutions
coming under the purview of the
AICTE, how effective these insti-
tutions were in imparting tech-
nical education in an era of
growing competition and the
role of the AICTE in monitoring
these institutions.

Their functioning, he indicat-
ed, left much to be desired. He es-
timated that, under the purview

of the AICTE, there were over
900 institutions offering an MBA
programme, and over 1,200 in-
stitutions teaching engineering.
While some 70 per cent of these
instituions were self-financed,
what was shocking, he said, was

No comment: Joshi

D minister MM Joshi,

efused to comment on
reports of the lIms aproaching
the court on the issue.“Ido not
want to join issues”, he said at
his residence . Earlier in the
day, the IIMs, though ruled out
taking a legal recourse against
the fee reduction “at the mo-
ment”. - PTI

that the staff-student ratio was as
poor as 1:50, as compared to the
required norm of 1:15.

Meanwhile, IIM Ahmedabad
chairman and Infosys mentor N
RNarayana Murthy told ET: “I'm
totally unhappy with the deci-
sion taken by the ministry to
slash tuition fees. I had discus-
sions with the minister on Jan 14
and sent some more points on
Jan 29. None of the points that T |,
had raised have been taken into
consideration by the ministry
while taking the decision. It also
doesn’t make sense that the deci-
sion has been announced even
before the Sunglu Committee
which is ‘looking into the fi-
nances of the IIMs has an-
nounced its feport.”
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IIMs brace for battle
*'against Joshi order

DEVADEEP PUROHIT

Calcutta, Feb. 6: The Indian in-
stitutes of management are not
going to take Murli Manohar
Joshi’s diktat to slash fees lying
down.

First, the directive — issued
by the human resource develop-
ment ministry yesterday — has
to be approved by the boards of
the six IIMs before it can be im-

plemented.
There are questions if the
order, cutting fees from

Rs 150,000 to Rs 30,000 a year for
each student from the 2004-05 ac-
ademic session, will be cleared
by the hoards of at least three of
the institutes — Ahmedabad,
Bangalore and Calcutta, known
as the ABC of management edu-
cation in India.

“I informed the chairman
about the order today. The issue
will be taken up at the board of
governors’ meeting scheduled
for the first week of April,” said
Bakul Dholakia, the director of
IIM Ahmedabad.

Infosys chief N.R. Narayana
Murthy chairs the board.

“We got in touch with the
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chairman’s office to fix an early
date for our next board meet-
ing,” said Shekhar Choudhury,
the director of IIM Calcutta. ITC
chairman Y.C. Deveshwar heads
the Calcutta board.

Sources said Choudhury,
who is now in Ahmedabad, had
a long meeting with Dholakia
this morning, where they dis-
cussed various options. Prakash
Apte, the director of IIM Banga-
lore, was in constant touch with
the duo.

Under the memorandum of
association of the IIMs, the
boards have the final say on fees
which account for around 50 per
cent of the institutes’ earnings.

“I think the step is both un-
necessary and going backwards
in time. I don’t understand the
rationale behind the move... No
meritorious student to my
knowledge has been unable to
study at the IIMs for want of
funds,” said Hindustan Lever
chairman M.S. Banga, who is on
the board of IIM Ahmedabad.

The announcement of the fee
cut was preceded by a long strug-
gle over control of 1IMs, with the
institutes seeing in various

Joshi moves an attempt to
turn them into puppets of the
ministry.

Joshi, however, denies hav-
ing any such intention.

Behind the move to cut fees
the institutes smell a plot to snap
a channel of independent earn-
ing, making them reliant on gov-
ernment handouts.

Banga said: “Before passing
the (fee cut) order, it has to be
thoroughly debated and discuss-
ed. The financial consequence of
the fee cut has to be worked out.”

As the boards gather to con-
sider the issue, the off-the-record
buzz on the three campuses, over
electronic mail and telephones,
ranged from seeking legal re-
course to open defiance of the
order.

“We are thinking of interna-
tional standards at the IIMs. Sud-
denly, our financial autonomy is
taken away. We expect the boards
to defy the order. But in case they
give in to the ministry pressure,
we will do our bit to stall the
cut,” said a professor, indicating
legal action and adding that the
teaching community will no
longer remain “passive”.
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“ABAN ON REASON
) | . 1O
f anything is shining in India today, then it is cer-
I tainly not the lamp of learning. But a great deal
more than learning is at stake in what has been
going on in Maharashtra since Oxford University
Press published Mr James Laine’s historical study of
Shivaji lore. After banning the book, the state govern-
ment has now declared that the police are planning to
arrest its author and publishers. For Maharashtra’s
- home minister; insulting a national hero amounts to a
" cognizable offence. Therefore, these arrests would be a
matter of both law and honour, even if the police have
to start a ridiculously elaborate procedure to arrest an
American scholar residing in America. The brutish-
ness had begun with the Sambhaji Brigade’s attack on
the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute in Pune.
Mr Laine had called it his “scholarly home”. The state
government then took over the cause of regional pride
from this barbaric fringe of the Hindu right by ban-
ning the book. The fact that it did so out of electoral
panic does not make the ban any less brutish. But then
the prime minister went to Mumbai to unveil a statue
of Shivaji and told everybody gathered there (includ-
ing Maharashtra’s chief minister and Mr Bal Thacker-
ay) that it was very wrong to ban books. He also re-
minded his audience that there were more human
ways of objecting to scholarship. Those who still trust
* inthe effectiveness and sincerity of such reprimands
" from the prime minister felt somewhat assured by his
words — only to hear, a few days later, of the govern-
ment’s plans toarrest Mr Laine. g 7v. % t

Mr Laine has been trying to explain to his objectors
the difference between writing a biography of Shivaji
and examining the ways in which the story of Shivaji
has been told over the last 300 years. His book has not
questioned who Shivaji’s father might have been, but

“only records local stories that do so hum félsly.
Mr Laine’s faith in human reason is laudable§ut he
perhaps needs to be reminded that his obje rs —
those who savaged the Pune archives as well as those
who banned his book and now want to arrest him —
are driven by energies which are very different from
those motivating historical inquiry or any intellectual
endeavour, for that matter. The ignorance and bigotry
of those who have the power in India to decide what In-
dians will think, study, read, watch, wear and get sexu-
ally aroused by could well baffle the imagination of a
civilized historian. Insecurity regarding freedom of
expression and related civil liberties is noticeably and
dangerously on the rise in India. This cuts across polit-
ical affiliations (witness the banning of Ms Taslima
Nasreen’s latest book in West Bengal), and affects high-
et education, scholarship, cinema, fashion, television,
Titerature and the other arts.

Arbitrary censorship, John Milton wrote in 17th-
century England, is a kind of homicide or massacre,
stifling “the breath of reason itself”. That is why it will
leave, not just archivists, scholars and writers, but
every rational member of a republic and democracy
feeling profoundly violated and abused.
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KOLKATA, Jan. 20. — The state govern-
ment will recruit 40,000 part-time school
teachers on contract at primary and pre-
secondary levels. This was announced by
the state school education minister, Mr
Kanti Biswas, at Writers’ Buildings today
after a meeting of the Sarvo Siksha
Committee chaired by the chief minister.

“All the 40,000 part-time teachers will
be employed on contract. While the mini-
mum educational qualification for a pri-
mary school teacher will be Madhyamik-
pass, that for a pre-secondary teacher will
be graduation. The teachers will be
required to take three hours of class every
day and can also give private tuition,” Mr
Biswas said. He, however, said there
would be transparency in the recruitment,

Justifying the appointment of part-time
teachers, the minister said: “This is
because the school education department

THE STATESMAN

tate to recruit 40,000
= teachers on contract

21 l” G

is facing funds crunch. Howevet, the s lary
of a primary school teacher will be Rs 1,000
while that of the pre-secondary school
teacher will be Rs 2,000.”

The minister said one teacher each from
50,000 primary schools in the state would
be trained in English who in turn would
teach English to primary level students,
“By March 2004, we will train all teachers,”
Mr Biswas said.

The committee also has plans to pro-
vide cooked food to all the students of
primary schools located in the tea gar-
dens. “Some students of other primary
and secondary schools will also be given
cooked food at their schools free of cost,”
Mr Biswas said.

The school education minister today
declared that Rs 10,000 would be given to
all secondary schools for developing a
book bank in each school. “Books from
the bank will be given to students coming
from financially backward families.”
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