% Tehelka tapes are original,
o *not over-dubbed expert

By Our Special Corresp dent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 21. Teh
.com, ‘the news portal which
had exposed alleged corruption
in defence deals captured in se-
cret video recordings, today re-
ceived a shot in the arm when a
London-based expert told the
Justice S.N. Phukan Commis-
sion of Inquiry that the tapes
were “original” and had not
been “overdubbed.” The star-
tling disclosures made about
three years ago in the video-
tapes which later came to be
known as the “Tehelka Tapes”
had led to the resignation of the
then Defence Minister, George
Fernandes.

Mathew James Cass told the
one-man Phukan probe panel
that the tapes were “edited” but
there was no technical evidence
to suggest that they have been
“overdubbed,” a contention
made by the Samata Party lead-
er, Jaya Jaitly, and Army officers
been “captured” on tapes.

Shaken by the Tehelka reve-
lations, the previous National
Democratic Alliance Govern-
ment had appointed the Justice
Venkataswamy Commission of
Inquiry to look into the expose
and determine the authenticity
of the tapes. Before writing his
final report, Justice Venkatas-
wamy quit and his place was
taken by Justice Phukan.

“In my opinion, there is
nothing to indicate that the
tapes supplied to me by the
Commission are not the cam-
era originals made at the time
of the incidents depicted. There
is significant evidence to sup-

port the contention that they
are the camera originals,” Mr.
Cass said. Associated with the
Department of Electronic Evi-
dence, he is also Senior Video,
Audio and Imaging Expert at
the Bureau of Forensic Science,
London.

Talking to The Hindu from
London, the Tehelka chief, Ta-
run Tejpal, said he was “re-
lieved”. “It is a reminder that
how much justice has been de-
layed and also a point of
strength for us as truth is on
our side.” Mr. Tejpal said that
Tehelka and its promoter com-
pany, First Global, had been
hounded and traumatised by
the government agencies over
the past three-and-a-half years.
“As far as we are concerned, it
has cleared everything. It is
their {Government'’s) commis-
sion, their expert and their
judge. We have always main-
tained that ours was a 100 per
cent journalistic method of in-
vestigation. It is shameful that
the process of justice has been
delayed and we have been de-
stroyed and still obnoxious at-
tempts are being made to evade
the truth. It is a litany of allega-
tions and cases which we are
facing,” he said over phone.

Mr. Cass had been asked to
examine the tapes to establish
their authenticity as camera
originals and explain anoma-
lies, if any. He said the tapes
had been “edited” but could
not say if it was done “mali-
ciously.” In his 16-page report,
the expert said the audio was
by and large consistent with the
background. “In all instances

where over-dubbing of another
voice is alleged, there is no evi-
dence on a technical level to
support this allegation. The
voice in each case is consistent
as is the background sound,”
he said.

Mr. Cass said that he had re-
ceived the tapes for examin-
ation more than a year ago and
was also given the broadcast
tapes and the recording equip-
ment including briefcase cam-
era and tie cameras used by the
portal in the expose.

He said that he was also in-
structed to address specific al-
legations by Army officers Anil
Sehgal, Igbal Singh and P.SXK.
Choudhary, besides Ms. Jaitly
and a businessman, R.K. Gupta,
who had figured in the tapes,
by comparing the final edited
programme with the camera
originals.

He recommended to the
Commission that it should view
the original tape on high qual-
ity playback equipment to
make its own decision on
whether material removed in
the edit was significant and if
its removal does indeed change
the context of the subjects,
words or actions.

Ms. Jaitly said that some of
the evidence given by the ex-
pert had “strengthened” her
charges. “In view of the various
specific opinions of the expert,
it would be naive to conclude
that all the allegations regard-
ing tampering and malicious
editing of the tapes have in any
way, been disproved,” she said
in a statement through her
counsel.




George,
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Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: After promising
a probe in the coffin scam
two years ago, former de-
fence minister George Fer-
nandes wants PM Manmo-
han Singh to investigate into
the scandal in two weeks.

On May 8, 2002, as a minis-
ter Fernandes had promised
the Rajyd Babha to get the
scam probed. This promise
was made after The Times of
India reported that the Indi-
an Army bought aluminium
caskets meant for Kargil mar-
tyrs at twice the US price.

Fernandes mostly referred
to the coffin scam in his letter
tothe Prime Minister released
at a press conference here on
Sunday, where serious charges
of improrierty in Kargil era
procurments were also report-
ed in the purchase of Hand
Held Thermal Imagers (HHTT)
and Krasnopol Terminally
Guided Munition (TGM).

These two cases and coffin

back in

probe

i

scam charges were among 24
cases of impropriety brought
out in the Comptroller and
Auditor-General’s special re-
view of 129 emergency pro-
curement deals during the
Kargil war. The coffin pur-
chase was worth Rs 1.47 crore,
and Fernandes may not have
signed it. But the TGM and
HHTI deals worth several
crores of rupees would have
required the defence minis
ter’s endorsement. In fact,
middlemen had bragged
about brokering these deals
in the Tehelka tapes.

As for the coffins, the Indi-
an Army spent $3,000 on each
aluminium casket meant for
martyrs during the Kargil
war ($2,500 as cost and $500 for
transportation). Much after
this purchase, on October 29,
2001, the medical directorate
of US’ Defence Supplies Cen-
tre, Philadelphia, paid just
$1,250 to its US suppliers for
the same item (national stock
number 9930-00-823-9805).
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meant fo serveasa tmmport, executive and carg
connectivity, especially to the North-east.
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First artillery d

Vishal Thapar &
Now el Bopruary s X \é\

INDIA HAS struck its first deal for
‘the purchase of artillery guns after
the controversial Bofors transaction
of 1986, heralding the renewal and
augmentation of its 155 mm arti-
llery. An agreement has been rea-
ched with the South African Denel
company for the purchase of 180 self-
propelled guns and 100 tracked how-
itzers.

Both these categories of 155-mm
guns will have 52-calibre barrels and
an artillery bombardment range in
excess of 40 km. The 410 towed Bofors
howitzers possessed by the Indian
Army have 39-calibre barrels and a
range of 30 km. “Negotiations are
complete”, a senior official in the Min-
istry of Defence told Hindustan Ti-
mes. The contract will be signed soon,
he indicated. “The Denel offer has
been preferred over the (British) Vick-
ers AS-90, the (Slovak) Zuzanna and
the French Giat guns”, a source said.

The 100 tracked howitzers will
comprise South African guns mou-
nted on the chassis of India’s Arjun
tank. This configuration has been
christened Bhim T-6. Earlier, a co-
nfiguration of this same gun mou-
nted on the T-72 tank was attempted
in 1995, but the present one was
found more suitable.

“Trials for the Bhim were conduct-
ed in 1998 and 1999”, Wim Strydom,
Denel’s marketing executive, said.
The model of the wheeled self-pro-
pelled gun, 180 of which India’s buy-
ing, is the G6-52. The gun is mounted
on an armoured vehicle. It is intend-
ed to be operated in conjunction with
tanks in a battlefield scenario. It will
have high mobility and its armour
protection will enable it to operate
close to enemy positions.

“The tracked and wheeled ver-
sions of the self-propelled guns are
complimentary. The tracked ones
are intended for use in the plains of
Punjab and the wheeled ones in the
deserts of Rajasthan”, a source ex-
plained. Denel is also in the reckon-
ing for the Indian order in the 155-
mm self-propelled category — along

TRRMUSTAN TIMES

AFP

(Top) Eurocopter’s naval version of the Cougar helicopter and a model of the
Indian Army’s Arjun tank at Defexpo india 2004 in New Delhi. More than 300
companies from different countries are taking part in the four-day event.

with the Swedish-American SWS
Defence (Bofors) and the Israeli
Soltem. A decision is expected by
the end of the year. Stakes are high
in this category, since the Indian or-
der is expected to be between 100
and 400 guns.

*w FER 2O

“There’s another project with In-
dia for the motorised gun, which will
comprise a Denel G5-52 gun mounted
on a Tatra truck chassis manufac-
tured by Bharat Earth Movers Lim-
ited”, Strydom disclosed. This is an
export-oriented project.

eal after Bofors

Silent gun is
hack again
witha bang

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 5

BOUNCING BACK into
the Indian arms bazaar
under a new name, SWS
Defence, the erstwhile Bo-
fors company heralded its
comeback with the assur-
ance that this time there
will be no middiemen.

It’s in the race to bag
the Indian order for tow-
ed 155-mm howitzers, co-
mpeting with the South
African Denel and the Is-
raeli Soltem companies
to seek rehabilitation in
the Indian market.

Addressing a Press con-
ference on Thursday, cha-
irman of SWS Hakan Ka-
ngert completely disasso-
ciated the Swedish arms
company from the Bofors,
accused of paying kick-
backs to secure the $1.4-
billion deal for the sale of
410 howitzers to India in
1986, the biggest deal for
this company.

In the aftermath of the :
bribery allegations, Bofo-
rs was taken over by the
Swedish government in
the mid-1990s. The govern-
ment later sold the stock
to an US firm, United De-
fence, and Swedish SAAB.
Kangert claimed that the-
re would be no middiemen
in future negotiations.. He
sought to emphasise that
the earlier scandal never
stigmatised the gun. “It
proved its utility during
the 1999 Kargil conflict.”
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“CBI requests Swiss
share information

esman News Service

Sta

NEW DELHI, Jan. 4. — The
Central Bureau of Investigation has
sent another request to the Swiss
authorities to share any information
they may have on bank details of the
Italian businessman and prime
accused in the Rs 64-crore Bofors
payoff case, Ottavio Quattrocchi.

A CBI officer said the fresh
request had been delivered to the
Swiss authorities through diplomatic
channels recently. The Swiss author-
ities had earlier turned down a
request  seeking  details  of
Quattrocchi’s bank account on the
ground that the bank did not main-
tain details of an account for more
than 10 years. In its latest request
sent after the Quattrocchi’s two bank
accounts in London were frozen, the
CBI has asked for basic information
about the account that the bank may
have retained on any media, floppy
diskette, compact disc or paper.
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Quattrocchi, who is believed to be
living in Italy despite an Interpol
Red Corner notice pending, had
challenged the decision to freeze his
bank accounts where he had a bal-
ance of four million Euros. The CBI
officer said the agency was prepar-
ing a reply to the appeal filed by
Quattrocchi in Supreme Court of
the UK against freezing of his two
bank accounts. The draft reply has
been cleared and would be sent to
the Prosecutor General’s office of
Britain soon, the officer added.

The petition was filed before the
Supreme Court of the UK against
the order of the London High Court
upholding the decision of the British
Government to freeze, on India’s
request, two  accounts  of
Quattrocchi.

In his petition challenging -the
order of the London High Court
upholding the decision of the British
Government to freeze the two
accounts of Quattrocchi, the Italian
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rotchi
businessman had sought quashing of
the order of the British governtfient
and release of his money from:-the
two accounts, belonging to him and
his wife, Maria. .

The court is likely to take upthe
petition in the third week ‘this
month. The agency was already
strengthening its case further and
finding out the source of the money
and the route adopted by it before
arriving at the London Bank!' A
Letters Rogatory was being pre-
pared to be sent to Bahamas, as the
agency believed that the money‘had
been routed from there. CBI :von-
tends that Quattrocchi “in a deceit-
ful manner...had been transferring
funds from one account to another
to evade detection by the law.” 11

Some Letters Rogatory of the CBI
were already pending in countries
such as Austria, Switzerland 'and
Italy, besides Bahamas, about the
end-use of the alleged kickbatks
received by middlemen.



