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Sunil Gangopadhyay and members of the Bangla Bhasha Shahid Smarak Samiti forcibly put up Bengali signboards at a shop in Chowringhee

N

on Wednesday. (Below) Samiti members doing more of the same. — Shyamal Maitra

KOLKATA, June 23. — Linguistic chauvinism,
overtly displayed by certain pro-Bangla associa-
tions in the heart of the city this afternoon,
spread panic among the unsuspecting and
“apasanskritik” traders who were “arrogant”
enough to defy “appeals” made by “honourable
men” and self-professed language cops.

Led by celebrities such as Sunil
Gangopadhyay, Surajit Sengupta, Pratul
Mukhopadhyay, Tapan Mitra and Ashok
Dasgupta, activists of Nabajagaran, Bhasha O
Chetana Samiti and Bhasha Shahid Smarak
Samiti painted slogans in Bangla on the walls
and windows of shops sporting “Anglicised”
signboards.

The agitators assembled at the foot of
Lenin’s statue at Esplanade. Slogans of
“Banglay chai (we want signboards in
Bangla)”, blaring from microphones, startled
the “culprits” (shopkeepers), who had
allegedly ignored “pleas” made by the associ-
ations at a similar gathering on 19 May: that

the shops must put up signboards in Bangla
along with other languages.

After playing a couple of songs apparently
to promote their cause, the language cops pro-
ceeded towards the KC Das confectioners.
Near-violent by now, thc mob painted
“Banglay chai” on the walls and glass windows.
Pamphlets, demanding immediate inclusion of
the “ignored language” on signboards, were

pasted all over. Sunil Gangopadhyay himself
tried to stick some posters as well. Shops
alongside JL Nehru Road were not spared
blotches of red paint either, red symbolising
“the blood of martyrs confronting the social
evil of language hierarchy”.

The same author had some years ago con-
demned the blackening of non-Bangla bill-
boards at Kolkata Book Fair by another group.

Mr Santanu Sen of VIP World, one of the
shops targeted, looked shaken. The activists
threatened to ransack the shop if he failed to
put up a Bangla signboard in three days.
“Well-known personalities were rude to us.
They wanted to know why the name of our
shop was in English,” he said. Similar griev-
ances were expressed by other shopkeepers.
Many wanted to know whether there was a
law that makes putting up of multilingual
signboards mandatory. Mr Rajiv Kumar, DC
(central) said: “There was no violence.
Therefore, no arrests were made.” — SNS
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