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5 o\ No end to Marxist contradictions

Nﬁotpal Basu makes a fervent appeal that strikes should
be a fundamental right in the Constitution which would
place the matter beyond the jurisdiction of courts. The
CPI-M member of Parliament would have carried con-
viction if his concern for the working class matched
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee’s anxiety, expressed in
chambers of commerce meetings, to put West Bengal on
the road to industrial growth.

Basu wouldn’t have demonstrated the same enthusiasm
if he were to be present at a face-to-face with potential
investors. Nor would Buddhadeb frown upon methods
Left unions applied — the chakka roko for example — to
show how it can force work to come to a halt. Both think
they make the right noises at the right forums. As a
people’s representative, Basu must ensure his party’s vote-
bank remains intact but gives the game away by recalling
the drubbing Jayalalitha received in parliamentary election
after terminating services of government employees who
were on strike:

The CPI-M member of Parliament has a trade union
constituency to protect which goes well beyond votes: it
includes crucial responsibilities to ensure Left victories in
every circumstance. It doesn’t bother him that he is
speaking at cross-purposes with the chief minister or
adopting a tone that contradicts the assurances
Buddhadeb gives to industrialists.

All this has assumed a discernible pattern. Buddhadeb is
expected to remain silent when ideological and political
objectives are pursued by colleagues. Basu, on his part, will
shy away from industrial gatherings which are left to
government, have failed to open ways of coping with
unemployment.

Buddhadeb has no reason to gloat over a glowing
certificate from the Wipro chief after the installation of
another IT unit. Aziz Premji may have other ideas about
the industrial scenario in West Bengal which he shares with
other industrialists and which still pose big hurdles in the
way of manufacturing units and revive West Bengal’s
reputation as the hub of industrial growth in the east. That
will perhaps never happen if leaders like Nilotpal Basu pull
in a direction that comes into direct confrontation with the
courts which declared the Trinamul-sponsored bandh and
Left-propelled chakka roko to be illegal. There is even a
sinister suggestion that a lakshman rekha be drawn for the
judiciary. '

The fact of the matter is that the MP may not have
hinted at this if his party were not in a decision making
position at the Centre, indicating real problems for the
UPA government. If at all, there is a strong case for ¢
lakshman rekha to be drawn for irresponsible trade unions
and also for devious people’s representatives. That the
CPI-M has tied itself up in knots in the process is another
matter.

A
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/ & ~AUTONOMY FOR COOPERATIVES

PRIM;mISTER MANMOHAN Singh promised

constitutional amendment to promote the au-
/?onomy of the cooperative sector on the occasion
of the official completion of 100 years-of the move-
ment. His observation comes ata nme when the

importance of this 200 mﬂhqn, member strong in-
stitutional network as an agency for economic de- -

velopment and equitable distribution of income is
being undermined. The cooperative movement
has played a pivotal role in the country’s socio-
economic transformation and this can hardly be
overstated. Cooperatives have been instrumental
in the generation of rural employment, disburse-
ment of agricultural credit and expansion of the
public distribution system. The pioneering spirit
behind Operation Flood, which led the white rev-
olution in milk production is the crowning glory of
this sector. Spearheaded by the National Dairy
Development Board, it has enabled India to posi-
tion itself in recent years as the world’s largest
producer of milk after recording stagnant and
even negative growth in the mid-1960s. Under-
lying this phenomenal success is a core commit-
ment to voluntary and open membership,

autonomous functioning, self-féliance and demo-

cratic decision-making in running eooperatives.

This ‘Anand model’ exemplifiés the principles of -

cooperation. In many States, the growth of these

people’s initiatives has been retarded owing to the -

stranglehold exercised by politicians and the bu-
reaucracy. In utter contempt for democratic
norms, elected bodies are replaced by govern-
ment-appointed special officers and, what is
worse, elections are postponed indefinitely. The
roots of this malaise can be traced to the introduc-
tion in 1954 of state partnership in the equity and
management of cooperatives. Today such a part-
nership is a ruse for state contrpl and cooperatives
as a rule exist only in name: Seﬁtﬂmg the demo-
cratic process has also had a nega;nva impact on
the functioning of cooperatives as cominercially
viable institutions.

0 2 DEC 2004

Against such a backdrop, the model law pro-
posed by a committee appointed by the Planning
Commission way back in 1930 holds out the pros-

pect of restoration of autonomy in the cooperative
sector. It has rejected state participation in the

‘equity and management and called for curtailing

the powers of the Registrar of Cooperatives, con-
sistent with his role as a regulator. The committee
also expressed reservations on the current stip-
ulation that nobody can serve as an office-bearer
for more than two terms. The objection appears to
be based on sound reasoning. Though progressive
in spirit, the existing provision does not take into
account the possibility that individual members,
based on their track record, can command the
confidence of their constituency over a long period
of time. Although successive Gavernments have
endorsed the model law in principle, there has
been no amendment of the Multi State Cooper-
ative Societies Act, 1984. Having expressed a com-
mitment to reform the legal framework on
cooperatives in its Common Minimum Pro-
gramme, the United Progressive Alliance Govern-
ment should set in motion the legislative process
without further delay,

The International Labour Organisation has
pointed out that the caoperative sector -—— which
employs an estimated 100 million women and
men and has more than 800 million members — is
an effective tool to integrate unprotected workers
in the informal economy into mainstream eco-
nomic activity. In 2002, the ILO adopted 4 Recom-
mendation (193) emphasising the role of
cooperatives in poverty reduction and in promot-
ing the ILO’s Decent Work initiative. Thus there -
are high stakes involved in facilitating the autono-
mous and independent functioning of these bod-
ies. The most immediate and direct imipact will be
felt by the panchayati raj institutions. The political
leadership needs to show earnestness and com-
mitment in introducing an mstxtunonal reform
that is long overdue

THE Hioy



GEIT) DT €746 O SR FST | M
= T S 40, © ToTorE AR oA
MGG (IR (ST NG @ei Pt
wifeTatrR e Benm g fem s
(FT)2 et GV ¢ SITHA-GATHH W7 (5
(AR €8 TUAS] AW GFICH JCA, A ZCACE
@l MW wiE Swa Y @ AR swep v I
A AR A B et onfam wg-3 wre «fp
“HfFTE TR TS ZAGIE (O AT RIS
&4, “§iE N2 “iwwwre! 2| Ar37a FdE
R a3 §iE FIC 19 2RI

Jow faonfes pfe s w1 o soe
ATACT TZICTS! AN S TOSHD (ACFE O 5
2741 OIS AfS W 2¢o B F(F (@A §ia 2A|

E&,\E Pel 4 'Eemgzg, ?ﬂT

® 200¢ AR > IR (A ATS A YA (ot
A @O TAT So B I AT (i 7|
waffe AL &R 20 BIF Y& @O AN T T
et 93 Il SR @ T AR
(ST FUIE A > e T wraid P zra ) =
SRR T4rEeE © 51 391 2031 @ 8 W
2ifsfs vher Sestvm-fefes @on s a9 TA!
& AITE TEFI TSI FAA| @ 2003 G9e
3008 e farlifis §fe are A o vig <
27, OF o AReE 9o oS siow Faral e
SRAS BoFCE S T (N (ST 7
AR FWeatel FAF AT W SEEEE A
A | Tl wiewa frwmias A eram 28 0
mE @ oRETey e Wl {asifEs
(0T TGTAZ FNL T (A

«Q el 2 BT T (IOTHA SF TP {UIE 2|
e 0 @3 e AR Fesies @e e m3
o] 1 78T 207

2 8 NOV 2004

ANADABAZAR PATRIKA



ﬁm

%ﬁa

V7

«J/“"

‘mﬁﬁmwﬁw

Bre farenblz: oo 2
mcwmﬁ%@sﬁmm
i Wi o 9 «f
NG GFAR @I TS
YU (AR Mifeis.oirwa 797,
@3 wifgy (AF 9 T |
P, @S Ao owma 7@
IGAL A (N FCR
farss, Witcaal © AECS J=w|
sitra T@9), “9dwe waiy €396
(TS A G (RS 2HE (2]
Sifsar @ oy Fraorafy «$
fira & Wik G =it
sl @ R T FA I
1, Sl (&7 T e AR | SIF
Tow9 i TH pfE 20", (FWS
©IA3 4396 (Sletl 5@ 7L =,
(ST TP

Sifermrag N Fesion 3femw
fem emonbeieE
(FEw)-a (@ IR =i
@ Awmig @R SIBA- G
T AR qCE, DA
faotifes t350a 219 T2 &
@, 4795 2(J Wi Fe12 §iE 77
ZEI7 EHIFE el AT
HAFICAT T€4), QNG #1EG 496
(TS A G TS (FS oA
TR | S (@Re BitdE 464h
(T AR A GfEema I
T S @I 99 A w31
=i wd wrel (reT
e se w w crrw ST

o/ | AR Se¢ SATATS W=
oSl @eT TR A ol
IRGETRA | ©0d s¢ i A o
7 =@ @ e, > oo
(ACFZ, A @ #Ai5ee ¥y
pifEm gfag e Tzl €
fam (7% AR PR BB T
fafe s 7@ NiEema s
14703 SRTTA > AOTA (ATF
{595 (TS TREW | Ola (12 517
TE IS 5|

opTETe BrER, BodE UNWo
aoirs [@iFFs [ BoR
S @ @Fe wE, @S
Hlore e o s Mg
AICETE Sofs boFa AWeF | TR
©lEl S 0T FNE B Jfi
Aoigels A feifre pfe
A3 LIIC6A LI AT W
TN (Toind Free 63 B
el Zre| BCe = e,

SR Ta @ Sitnd Afshi
B el e wWfs

TG FCH (TS ST
q-E1 FRe, @we faNtEE
o a1 STa 1| 46 9TITs
2ifsfs soara Fofifs pie ara
SIS TP AN T LA
Ealac) c ) O U T
GIs—  awenfam, s,
AR 8 (AR ST (ATFS
feonfrs pfeg wilt Gore ww
stz 2fewraz s sheE
9% @ @i §fe zam!

e~




"SATRYD 31} JO OM] PRAOLIDT
S[e101J0 uearyyq ledenysey
191Je pagea[d uoos sem uoisnjy
-U02 Y], "}ouIqed Siy ut aJgoul
oM} J0 U0 apunoul 01 papro
-ap aAey Al I9ISTUTIA QU]
9yl 1y8noy} sJoped] $5943
-Ug)) I[IYM PaUAIIIUL 3aey
Aewl eTUOS Y3NOY) SIBIOYJO0
OINd "UoReULIIJUO0D 10] 900
S, J3ISTUT]A sWlIg 9yl dn Jut
-3utt uedaq suosiad vIpay

‘paronpur oq pnom
~— eunreys ysnes surpnpo
-UI — SI9U10 oMm] SULLes are uo
UM [oUUBYD UOTSIAS]9} 93BA
-11d v ‘[[eH ejOUSY Ul Sareyo
93JU] PaoIou s18110dal uaym
S90.10 [eon3rod pue vipew ut
JoNNT) € SeM 981} IST[IRH

“sursyel
-Uieo oy} UM pesye jusm pue
910§ NqIUS wiaw,, Jo pesjsut
uretes] Mpay 14’V uspissid
Joyye  uiaul,, pajeadad A[saouwl
Japea] pepIesq Yl KO0
-38 Pue 30O JOo yieo oy} Sur
-y} S[IYM SWERU STY UoTjuawt
0] 10310} ‘T8AdMOY “WIY T[ed
sa9yroddns s se‘ nany,
J9ISTUTU [ROD SB 33.1eyd
3urye} x9yje pres usiog 4Ad
-degun agq pmoys | Aym uoseal
OU ST 3J9Y3 0S pue AJUnod syl
Jo 1139 Teod 913 03 3uoleq I,

" Addeyun,, sem a4 ey suiod
-3 patusp 9y ng sjusuided
-ap 83 Yoq Jo0J 3uipesid ‘Sur
-LLIOW ST} [91ed pouiyy Aaxe)
-8.103s [eourod s, eruog Surpno
-Ul ‘saapes] SsaIduo) JI0TUads
Tea2A3S Pa3orIu0) o "pausdisal
3y a10§9q PeY pey 8y AnsTur
A} w0y Aeme usyel Sulaq
wog) ssurt dojs 03 3seq Siy
PSLI} USI0S PrEs S90anog

3804 S, 19]STUTW J9TYD 91f) J0f
Jopuealuod 3uo)s ¥ st Iopes]
pro-1eak-gg oy ‘uInial sty
payour sasyroddns feqiay sy
Juowre 1S9IUn 9y} pue puey

A9)STUI \—ﬂcu SE SULIN)II U2.10§ -

SMIBYL ul SUOINLld 3urwiod
Y3 PIES S30IN0S $S3IFUCH

. JUSWIULIA0Z 91} U0 aaIns
-saad Aue nd jou pIp | "Yoeq
Wwe [ MoUu pue J31aes JI831sl
-UTW B SeM 1, 1pres Ualog ‘uory

-onpur-al sIy jnoqe paysy
‘pappe aq *, 30adsns,,
ST JUSWUIIA0S SIY} JO ,,01Iqe)
[BI0UL, 9], "PIES Aopief unay
Ueuwsajods pue £1e3a139s (€
-19UR8 4fd .. TUWUIRA0S ST}

ul p9jonpurl 3uieq Joj uUoned
-J1enbsip ou st pajute} uiaq
ey} SuLiress Afuo sy,
A£3971035 ® N0 M[BYO 0]
[ 19qUI8I9(] UO SUI3aq UOISSIS
JIIUTM Y]} 310J9q Isnf pausa

U020 8q 0) Aoyl SI 3unseur
VAN uy sSutpasootd 3utj[els
NOoY)ILm Jusliefjred Ul Ja)jewt
9L} asIel pinom 31 pres Arred
uotirsoddy  urewr ey,
“pIes J9)SIUI

(ddV) "ueseyq nede.nysey 1L UT WIoMs 3utaq Joye YSUIS UeyowIue Al (M Ua10S nqys

QWL 9y} ,MOU )SIXe 10U
S30p juswuIsaod Ay} 1ol
(Us108) ay ya1ym Jo asnedaq
sIseq 9y, ‘pueydIRyf ‘vIel
-Wep Ul agoessew (Ipnaiy)
SL6T 8yl P uorosu
-uod Ul Wy jsurede pansst sem
JUBLIEM 1S9LIR UE J91J8 UMOD
da3s 01 pey oym ‘usios Juronp
-ut-9d 10} dfd 9y} woy wsio
-TJ1I0 3pIse paysnaq ysulsg
MO TTIM no£ ‘aoe]d
ayel sSBUTYL 9say3 UsYm,, ‘ples
y3urs ‘uoisuedxa jo punoa
1Xau 9y} Inoqe peysy ‘durea
-1 Jofew e a0y sueld i3jep
0] JBISTUTIA dWLId 9Y) padao)
$alJfe Pue sskaq $Sa13U0) a9y}
wogy 3nssaxd pres sa3anog
‘sjusuIadesus Jotad jo asn
-edaq AUOWaIaY 3} pua)e Jou
PIp osie ‘S 33URL{{Y SAISS3IE
-0JJ pajtuf] SUIJI 81} Jo Uosx
-odareyo a1} ‘1ypues) eIuoS
“Jussqe
0S[e a19m SI9pea] 3J9T J0TUsS
"SeINUIW .INOJ URY) SS9] Pa)s
-ef Yorym ueaeyq uedenjysey
e ur-3uraIeams ayj woaj Aeme
pade)s s8DUBRIY OlRIdoWa(
feuonieN uwotiisoddg oy,
JMYS
Joutr s13 91039q PraY BIO 011
-opxod e ‘Justuiordiia pue ano
-ge] peno[re sem ‘o1foftod o
-YIIM J9ISTUTW B Usaq PBY OYM
‘oey JeyyaseIpuey) 3 JPuyo
Iwes exysey eueduara], 'so
-UTUI JO 9318y U9ALS Sem B[O
wey SIS J9pes| ssaiduo)
"ase) aJoessew B
uf jueatem jsalie ug ey A
ut umop Surddels sa0joq ey
os[e pey ay orjoygod seurut
ay) IS0l Ing Ja9jSIUIWl [ROD
Se IPUIqeDd S, 3UIS UeYOWURIA
0] pauan)al Aepo) UaIos nQIYS
Joryo BUYNMOW DN puey
-HIeyrp (L7 AON ‘TYad MmaN

LOIAANAI AV



/ Statgs\floutlng\/

v\wf Yo
norms »

TiMes News NETwORK C\\,

New Delhi: National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC)
chairperson A S Anand has crit-
icised the state governments for
their failure to implement the
law on abolition of bonded
labour,

“Despite a law abolishing
bonded labour having been
passed 28 years
ago, 194 districts
across the country
have been identi-
fied as carrying
on the banned
practice. The ten-
dency of the authorities was to
camouflage the problem,” he
said, inaugurating a sensitisa-
tion workshop on bonded labour
on Thursday.

He specifically mentioned
Delhi for its failure. “Even the
Delhi government has said that
in the last five years, only 31 cas-
es of bonded labour have been
—itientified in the Capital, which
1s too good to be true consider-
ing the large number of mi-
grant labourers that we have
here,” he said. Blaming official
insensitivity and lack of politi-
cal will for the failure to deal

LABOUR

NHRC™

with the problem, Anand said
that even the authorities of the
194 bonded-labour prone dis-
tricts in 17 states would not ad-
mit that the system exists. All
they admit is the problem of low
wages, he said.

According to Anand, states are
supposed to send a quarterly sta-
tus report on the issue to the
NHRC as per a supreme court di-
rection in 1997. But in the
case of Dethi, he said,
“Initially, we got the re-
port, giving the status as
‘nil’, ie, there was no

- bonded labour in the city.
For the past couple of years, the
Delhi government has not even
cared to send the report”.

Anand suggested that the
state governments and the Cen-
tre should simplify the proce-
dure for giving rehabilitation
grants to released labourers so
that they do not slip back into
bondage on account of delay in
getting the money He said
NGOs should be made part of
the whole proces of identifica-
tion, release, rehabilitation and
prosecufion. “NGOs will ensure
that once the bonded labourers
are identified, they get the re-
lease certificate.”




RSP union calls
indefinite tea

Pramod Giri
Siliguri, October 22

THE CRISIS in the tea gar-
dens of North Bengal is far
from over though the higher
Puja bonus this year indicat-
ed otherwise. The Dooars
Cha Bagan Workers’ Union
has called indefinite strike
in all tea gardens in the state
from October 26. This strike
call has the support of the
trade unions led by veteran
Naxal leader Kanu Sanyal,
Bhaskar Nandi and the
SUCI. However, the Coordi-
nation Committee of Tea
Plantation Workers and the
Defence Committee of Plan-
tation Workers’ Rights —
two conglomerations of var-
ious trade unions — will re-
frain from the strike.

The state government has
asked for the strike to be
withdrawn and has con-
vened a meeting to discuss
the issue on November 1 in
Kolkata.

The DCBWU, a RSP trade
union, has called the strike
in support of a series of de-
mands, which include a new
wage-agreement for tea gar-
den labourers and imple-
mentation of the Plantation
Labour Act. According to the
RSP Darjeeling district sec-
retary, Binoy Chakraborty,
tea garden owners are violat-
ing the agreements reached
between the management
and the trade unions.

The last wage-agreement
expired on March 31, 2003
but the state has as yet not
taken any steps to set up the
new wage board. The work-
ers are also being deprived of
even their basic rights as
guaranteed by the Planta-
tion Labour Act, he said.

The indefinite strike call
at this moment — end of the
autumn flush season — is an

garden strike

)((/\/ S

T

Two leaves and a bud

embarrassment to the state
and the government is going
all out to convince DCBWU
to withdraw the strike. The
Jalpaiguri district magis-
trate has already held a
meeting with the union lead-
ers and the state labour sec-
retary has requested them to
reconsider the strike call.
Talking to Hindustan
Times today, Chakraborty
said the union leaders would
meet on Sunday to discuss
the government’s request.
The convenor of the De-
fence Committee of Planta-
tion Workers’ Rights,
Sameer Roy, said the strike
would not serve any pur-
pose. It would in fact help the
cause of the owners, he said.
Chitta Dey, convenor of
the Coordination Committee
of Tea Plantation Workers,
said it would have been bet-
ter if a united call for the
strike had been given. The
strike would affect the leaf
plucking that continues till
the end of October, he said.
Tea garden sources said
even if the state government
manages to convince the
RSP union, there is little
hope that leaders like Kanu
Sanyal and Bhaskar Nandi
would be won over by the
same arguments. It will be
difficult for DCBWU to with-
draw the strike in the event,
as that would invite the
wrath of those supporting it

in its hour of crisis. /
s,
77
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FRUITS OF LABO

x
v gd_ P\ Pathetic Situation In Developing Countries

he International Labour
TOrganisation was created
by the United Nations to
work for the improvement of the
conditions of labour. Though
conditions of the workers have
been deteriorating across the
globe, the situation is particu-
larly bad in the developing coun-
tries. Presently 80 per cent
people residing in these coun-
tries have to survive on 20 per
cent resources of the world: This
80/20 distribution is one of the
main reasons for extreme depri-
vation of the workers in the
developing countries. -~
The present 80/20 misdistri-
bution is a product of the indus-
trial revolution. The steam en-
. gine was invented in England. It
made it possible to mine coal
lying deep in the earth. Pre-.
viously man relied on fuel wood
or wood charcoal for fuel.

The egalitarian past

The availability of biomass was
greater in the developing coun-
tries;, hence there was greater
concentration of population in
these areas. At that time the
industrial countries may have
had 20 per cent people consum-
ing about 20 per cent of the
world’s known resources. The
steam engine gave an initial
advantage to the developed
countries by making a huge ad-
dition to the resources available
in those areas.

The colonial loot of the re-
sources of the developed nations
further perpetvated this inequi-
ty. The resources of the develop-
ing countries were transferred to
the developed countries in a big
way. In this way 20 per cent
people living in these developed
nations began to consume 80 per
cent of the world’s resources.

Such’ imbalances have arisen
many times in the history of
mankind. Most of the people of
the Indian subcontinent lived in
the Indus basin before the 10th
century BC. Most of the known
natural resources — grasslands
around the Indus and the five
rivers of Punjab — were located
in the area. Eighty per cent peo-
ple of the Indus basin may have
consumed about 80 per cent of
the known resources. Conver-
sely, 20 per cent people of the
Indus basin may have consumed
about 20 per cent of the known
resources.

The invention of iron tools
made a decisive difference. It
became possible to clear the
dense jungles of the Ganges

The author is former Professor of
Economics, Indian  Institute of
Management, Bangalore,

basin. As a result, the resources
at the command of the erstwhile
forest-dwellers of the Ganges
basin multiplied manifold and
these 20 per cent people now
commanded much more than 20
— say 80 — per cent of the
known natural resources. At the
same time, some of the rivers
such as the Jamuna flowing

westward changed their course

and began to flow through the
Ganges basin. The natural re-
sources available in the Indus
basin reduced while those avail-
able in the Ganges basin in-
creased.

An 80/20 misdistribution like
that prevailing between the
developed and developing coun-
tries presently was created. But
this misdistribution was soon
rectified. Migration of people
took place from the Indus to the
Ganges basin. The population in
the Ganges basin increased
while that in the Indus basin re-
latively declined. The higher re-
source endowment of the Gan-
ges basin was neutralised by im-
migration and equality between
population and resource endow-
ment was re-established once
again.

Asymmetrical globalisation

The steam engine and other
technologies have led to a simi-

lar misdistribution in the present

period. The resources available
to the people residing in the de-
veloped countries have increas-
ed while those available to the
people of the developing coun-
tries have relatively declined.
The straightforward solution
to this is to allow migration of
people from the developing
countries to the industrial na-
tions. But these nations have

INJHUNWALA

" ‘prevented such migration. It is

like the forest dwellers of the
Ganges basin preventing immi-
gration of the people from the
Indus valley. '
Furthermore, this misdistri-
bution is persisting because of
(1) the technology rents ex-

tracted from the industrial na- -

tions under provisions of TRIPS;
(2) profit repatriations and

royalty payments made by
MNCs working in the deve-
loping countries; (3) the deve-
loping countries competing with
cach other to export larger vol-
umes of their resources at ever
declining prices. The result is
that 20 per cent people living in
the developed countries effec-
tively control 80 per cent of the
world’s natural resources.

There are two ways of ap-
proaching this problem. One is
to ignore the 80/20 misdis-
tribution and provide the basic
needs of the workers of the dev-
eloping nations within this in-
iquitous situation. The second
approach is to remove the 80/20
misdistribution and establish
global equality.

To take another example, the
problem of misdistribution of
resources in a village can be seen
in two ways. One, the zamindars
can be asked to meet the basic
needs of the workers while they

remain bonded labourers. Two,

land reforms can be imple-
mented and land given to the
tiller. The former approach
leads to “amelioration” of
poverty while the latter leads to
its “removal”. One daresay that
land redistribution would be the
right approach.

It was expected that ILO
would raise this issue in order to
secure the welfare of the people

‘industrial nations.

of the developing countries, in
particular, But IL.O fails the test.
It had constituted a World Com-
mission on the Social Dimension
of Globalisation. The report
acknowledges: “From the pers-
pective of developing countries
the absence of a multilateral
framework for the cross-border
movement of people reflects yet
another gap in the rules gov-
erning the global economy.
Many of them maintain that
freer migration to the indus-
trialised world would be a swift
and powerful means of increas-
ing the benefits they receive
from globalisation. From a
labour perspective, the lack of a
multifateral framework on mig-
ration is a clear illustration of
the imbalance in the current
rules of the game. While the
rights of foreign investment have
been increasingly strengthened
in the rules set for the global
economy, those of migrant
workers have received far less
attention”.

Imperial Labour Organisation

But instead of tuking the issue
to its logical conclusion and
asking for free movement of
labour, the commission back-
tracks and gives an apology: “We
have already referred to the
significant potential benefits,
both for the migrants them-
selves, and for the countries of
origin and destination. But this
needs to be tempered by the
recognition of the potential
costs such as the displacement of
local workers, the distuption of
labour market institutipns and
social protection systems, and
the weakening of social
cohesion.”

This is like -the people of the
Ganges basin saying after the
discovery of iron tools that they
would not allow immigration
from the Indus valley because it
may lead to displacement of
their forest habitats and disrup-
tion of their forest-based life-
styles. This exposes the true im-
perialist character of the United
Nations’ agencies like the ILO.
If the world is becoming a village
then why should the fruits of the
global orchard be eaten mainly
by the industrial nations?

The objective of 1LO is not to
remove the 80/20 misdistribution
at its very roots. Rather, the
objective is to ensure that the
basic needs of the workers of the
developing countries are met so
that they do not revoit and the
80/20 misdistribution is main-
tained safe and secure for the
The ILO
should be renamed as Imperial
Labour Organisation, .
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~Tea unions
in stir

G\

AY

Statedman News Service

SILIGURI, June 10. — The
Coordination  Committee, an
umbrella organisation of 17 major
tea worker unions, comprising the
Citu, Intuc, UTUC, AITUC and
Marxist-Leninist groups, started an
industry-wide movement today
through gate meetings.

The CC has decided to intensify
the stir from 1 July and stage an
industry-wide strike in North Bengal
on 5 July. Mr Suresh Talukdar,
UTUC state working president, said
that the CC’s movement could turn
into a continuous agitation if the
Consultative Committee of Plan-
tation Associations, the apex deci-
sion-making body of the tea industry,
continues to ignore their demands,
which include regularisation and
restructure of wages, promotion of
staff and sub-staff, filling up of
vacancies and statutory benefits for
workers.

The CC’s agitation programme,
coming at a time when the tea season
would otherwise be in peak activity,
has disturbed the industry. Mr NK
Basu, principal adviser to the Indian
Tea Planters’ Association, said: “Su-
ch a movement at this time will have
an adverse impact on the industry’s

efforts towards recovery.”
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Child labour
in govt bac

thrives

kyard

Liton, engaged as a help at the construction site of the Asansol civic body building. — Amitava Mahata

Kanchan Siddiqui in Asansol

i

June 10. — The Left Front gov-
ernment’s claims that it has been
successful in dealing with the
problem of child labour notwith-
standing, children have been en-
gaged in construction work at its
own backyard, by the Front-run
Asansol Municipal Corporation.

In 1996, the state government
had initiated steps to deal with
the problem following a Su-
preme Court verdict in this re-
gard. The government had is-
sued instructions in accordance
with the National Child Labour
(Prevention and Regulation)
Act, 1986 and the Burdwan dis-
trict administration had laun-
ched 40 rehabilitation centres
for child labourers.
town itself has three such cen-
tres.

But it would appear from the
attitude of the LF-run Asansol
Municipal Corporation that it
couldn’t care less about these
children.

One would encounter child la-
bourers carrying bricks on their
heads within the Asansol Munic-
ipal Corporation premises
nowadays. As many as four child

4 P

THE STATECMAN

Asansol -

labourers from different arcas of
Murshidabad have been engag-
ed in construction work for the
extension of the first floor of the
civic body building that houses
the chamber of the AMC mayor.
Understandably, this has trig-
gered off a new controversy
on the eve of municipal elec-
tions.

AMC mayor Mr Shyamal Mu-
kherjee however said: “They
have been engaged by the con-
tractor concerned. The AMC did
not engage a single child labour-
er.” He added: “I am aware that
we are supposed to ensure that
none of the provisions of the act
are violated.”

Sk Liton, a 11 year-old boy,
was found climbing the stairs
carrying building materials on
his head this afternoon. He has
been working here for the past
two months.

He said: “I am paid Rs 1,000
for my services. Everyday, 1
come to work at 5 a.m. and work
till 5p.m.”

So do his three other friends
who also hail from Murshidabad
villages. All are aged between 11
to 14 years. They have been
brought to Asansol by Sk Saiful-
la, who arranges labour for con-

"

tractors.

Mr Rabi Roy, an enlisted con-
tractor with the AMC, had re-
portedly asked Saifulla to pro-
vide wage labourers. The boys,
who have been working here for
the past two months, say that
they have on several occasions
seen the mayor, deputy mayor
and the councilors frequenting
the corridors of AMC building.
They said: “No one has ever
raised any objections, so we have
been working continuously.” Mr
Mukherjee said: “Many people
who have spoken against child
labour are perfectly comfortable
engaging boys or girls as maid
servants in their homes.”

Since 1996, the Burdwan dis-
trict has recorded 27 cases of vi-
olation of the provisions of the
Child Labour Prevention Act.
The violators are supposed to be
fined Rs 20,000 which would go
to the child labour development
fund.

Mr Abdus Sattar, district child
labour project director, said: “In
1996, there were 4,600 child la-
bourers in the district. The figure
has gone down to 3,600, follow-

centres.”
Vs
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NEW DELHI, May 25. — Even as

the future of the divestment ministry

remains under cloud, the Divestment

Commission is virtually defunct with

all its members having tendered their

. resignations en masse to former min-
ister Mr Arun Shourie.

The panel chairman, Mr RH Patil,
and four part-time members handed
in their resignations to Mr Shourie,
right after the election results were
out and much before the issue blew
into a huge controversy that led to a
bloodbath on the bourses.

The resignations were made to

THE STATESMAN

[]

rabjee, Vora quit
NEW DELH!, May 25. — Mr Soli J Sor-
abjee has resigned as Attorney-General.
He congratulated Dr Manmohan Singh
on “forming and leading” a new
government.
The Centre’s interlocutor on Kashmir Mr
NN Vohra too.has resigned. He submit- -
ted his resignation to Dr Singh two days
back, a day after the new government
was sworn in, — SNS

Details on page 4

enable the new government to have
a free hand to reconstitute the com-
mission, officials said.

ooy 0

-
-

on iuesaay with nis d{t@lers ana Sor-u-aw. — mi s

ent panel sans members

The resignations of Mr TL Shan-
kar, Mr NV Iyer, Mr VV Desai and
Mr KRS Murthy are still reported to
be pending with the government.

The Divestment Commission was
reconstituted in 2001 after remain-
ing dormant for two years, initially
for a two-year period. It was given a
year’s extension, till October 2004.

It was first set up in 1996-97, dur-
ing the United Front regime. A sep-
arate divestment ministry came into
being after the NDA came to power.
Post-elections, the Left parties have
been strident in their demand to
scrap the ministry, sending the capi-
tal market into a tail spin.
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Birpara, April 8: A mob of abo-
ut 250 tea garden workers attack-
ed a trade union leader and his
henchman, killing one person
and setting houses on fire in a
rerun of the massacre in neigh-
bouring Dalgaon tea estate.

Nandeshwar Gope, the Citu
secretary of Birpara tea estate
in Jalpaiguri district, escaped
the mob that split into groups
and struck at two labour lines of
the garden almost at the same
time this morning.

Gope’s right-hand man Birsa
Oraon had been arrested a few

zdays ago on a pending warrant.
‘His family fled today seeing the
mob approach. Police have pro-
vided Gope protective custody.

At Dipa labour lines, suspect-
ed RSP supporters ransacked
Gope’s deserted house and set it
ablaze. The neighbouring house
also bore the brunt. As the resi-
dents fled, Singa Oraon, 46, was
stabbed to death and Budhuram
Oraon wounded. He was later ad-
mitted to North Bengal Medical
College and Hospital.

Ten minutes after 7 am, the
other group descended on the
neighbouring lines where Birsa
Oraon lived and burnt his house.

Superintendent of police Sid-

dh Nath Gupta said: “It’s a politi-
cal clash between two parties.
Raids are on to nab the attacke-
rs.” Over 50 people have been ar-
rested and 20 others detained.

Looking at their wrecked ho-
use from a distance, Birsa’s son
Panchait Oraon said: “We never
imagined such an incident could
happen here. We fled the house
seeing the mob armed with dag-
gers, swords and rods.”

Sukra Oraon, a CPM member
of the Sishujhumra gram panch-
ayat, said: “Everybody is a CPM
supporter in the garden. Recent-
ly, anti-socials from outside insti-
gated a few labourers to join the
RSP It is the RSP which is resp-
onsible for today’s incident.”

A woman who was among the
attackers trained the gun on Go-
pe. “He was corrupt and so were
his accomplices. They used to ex-
tort money from the labourers
and had unleashed terror. The
attack was an outburst against
his accumulated sins,” said Sun-
dari Oraon, who was arrested.

About 1,000 garden workers
had attacked a former Citu lead-
er’s house in neighbouring Dalg-
aon, setting it afire and killing 19
of his supporters. In Calcutta,
CPM state secretary Anil Biswas
said today’s incident had noth-
ing to do with last November’s
massacre at Dalgaon.
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By Aarti Dhar

NEW DELHI, FEB. 24. An estimated
50 million people — including
government employees — ob-
served a nationwide general
strike today, demanding a re-
view of the Supreme Court
judgment on the right to strike
and reversal of the Govern-
ment’s economic policies.

While the strike was total in
the Left-ruled States, it affected
normal life in the rest of the
country. The financial sector
was affected, with the employ-
ees of banks and insurance
companies joining the strike.
There were reports of lathi-
charge and arrests in some
States.

The strike, called by the cen-
tral trade unions and industrial
federations, was total in West
Bengal, Kerala and Tripura and
resulted in a “bandh-like” situa-
tion in Assam, Haryana, Orissa
and Jharkhand. In Tamil Nadu,
government employees and
teachers did not participate as
they had been penalised last
year for abstaining from work.
The Indian National Trade
Union Congress, supported by
the Congress, and the Sangh Pa-
rivar-backed Bharatiya Maz-
door Sangh and Hind Mazdoor
Sabha, also kept away.

The president of the Centre of
Indian Trade Unions (CITU},
M.K. Pandhe, told presspersons
that the working class had
“magnificently responded” to
the strike call. The working class
had asserted its right to strike in
the face of the prohibition by
the Supreme Court, the “disas-
trous” economic policies of the
Centre — which had resulted in
deepening poverty, growing un-
employment, reckless privatisa-
tion and closures — and the
repeated attacks on the labour
class. “The massive response to
the strike by the working class
thoroughly exposes the hollow-
ness of the massive propaganda
blitz by the National Democrat-
ic Alilance Government on the

" so called feel-good factor.”

There were reports of lathi-
charge and large-scale arrests in
Delhi, Haryana, Orissa and Pon-
dicherry. No flights took off
from Kolkata and rail traffic was
disrupted at several places.

Despite  opposition  from
some unions, the strike hit op-
erations in the Kolkata, Haldia,
Cochin, Gujarat, Paradip, Tuti-
corin and Mumbai ports. Oil in-
stallations in Tripura, Assam,
West Bengal and Bihar were af-
fected, the CITU representa-
tives claimed.

A large number of coal min-
ers, employees of public sector

A few passengers wait on a deserted platform at the Howrah station in Kolkata on Tuesday
ft-affiliated trade unions in protest against the Supreme Court
government employees. — Photo: Sushanta Patronobish

during a strike called by the L
judgment on strikes by

undertakings in Bangalore,
Hyderabad and Visakhapat-
nam, plantation workers, con-
struction labourers and those
employed in the steel plants in
Salem, Durgapur and Burnpur
also took part in the strike.
The CITU, the All-India Trade
Union Congress, the All-India
Central Council of Trade
Unions, the Trade Union Coor-
dination Centre, the United
Trade Union Centre and the
UTUC (LS) backed the strike.
The All-India Bank Employees

25 FEB o0

Association, the All-India Insur-
ance Employees Association,
the All-India State Government
Employees Federation and the
Confederation of Central Gov-
ernment Employees and Work-
ers also supported it. Over 15
lakh civilians employed in the
defence production sector and
some employees of the Income
Tax department also extended
their support.

“The strike was to protest
against the fraud being perpe-
trated by way of the feel-good

trike hits banking,
" __insurance sectors -

i

!
factor by the Government. If In- L
dia is really shining, the re-
sponse would not have been so
massive,” the AITUC general
secretary, Gurudas Dasgupta,
said.

He charged the Congress
with backing the NDA by not
coming out with its stand on the
Centre’s economic policies
“The struggle will continue, is-
respective of whichever party
comes to power, and till there is
a total reversal of these poli
cies,” he said. |



_SC clarifies

% ' stand on 4
illegal strike
by employees

Statesman News Service o

A TR v

NEW DELHI, Feb. 18. — The Su-
preme Court (coram, Pal, Singh, 1J)
has held that going on an illegal strike
would amount to unauthorised ab-
sence from work. The submission that
a person on an illegal strike does not
abandon his job is erroneous, the
Bench observed.

Admitting an appeal by the Uttar
Pradesh State Bridge Corporation Ltd
against an Allahabad High Court or-
der reinstating 168 of its employees
who had been on an illegal strike for
over eight months, the Supreme Court .
made a clear distinction between the
rights of an employee going on a legal
strike and another on an illegal strike.

“An illegal strike cannot by defini-
tion be ‘authorised absence’,” it stated,
referring in this context to the defini-
tion of “continuous service” in Section
25B of the Industrial Disputes Act. Ex-
clusion of persons on illegal strike
from the definition clearly means that
the period for which a person is on il-
legal strike does not amount to service,
the court noted.

“Different considerations would, no
doubt, prevail where the strike is legal.
Workers on strike continue to be in
service though they may have ceased
work,” it stated. Thus a person on ille-
gal strike and a person on legal strike
are both “absent”, but the absence of
the first is unauthorised, whereas the
second is not, it observed. The UP Ra-
jva Setu Nigam Karmachari Sangh had
challenged the termination order of the
UP State Bridge Corp. in the High
Court. 1t had contested the argument
that the employees were on an illegal
strike. But the HC had ruled that illegal
strike didn’t amount to abandonment of
service and reinstated the employees.

-

| § ey 5
i TR



P\ = o \qﬁ/
zu%m*ék-

- e farsiefa, Tmfef@, ov
IR — 4Ea e tfes A
A sfier @7 TRE @i
FreafeT wdire % W farete e
% wweTes @ A
‘TS’ e ‘@R werss

I A4 WA N FR e

7ZE T SIS A T T AR S

e fgfam @izt qaefe

e AW ot wlestefd)

L arerEe A frewen

ameTen RAotasi® o e f

Pt Piazm vl T8 B 656 i

Froffraew fofiSren aaft

wravee fefere ot at=wes, tat

g6 & Wity giba wry =Ndw witw)
6 Ty TE A e oHTa

A-HArATEe B HIFfATS (=W I Al
TR | S QS 7 T TG 4
@ire FETd wfEe M &
FHHR wf 7 e wtay oG
siefare v R e 2|
A @rba Wi AT
1otfrefEre % A Stesdsd ztae
RS WA T Wy G Tge
BUATE Fpiaceal FER 93 A
i« @ Sww @
- Ba enife an = it I,
- ORFFE WEFA A | WF
~WETE AT Y wWIH W I
mmﬁmwml/

> —~ -

ANADABAZ k. PATRIKA 19 FEB 2004



-

“labour friendly” Marxist

state government now

faces the blame of being

the “largest provident fund

And the allegation wa

f‘Stat%g\ largest

KOLKATA, e\). 6.— The penned a

mendations relating to
productivity, production,
land-labour - ratio and
whieh were laid inn front

the workers’ represen- .

tatives for their opinion.

g TR

defaulter in the state”.er\

made by a section of rep Mr Samir Roy, while
resentatives of tea garden  briefing reporters after the
workers . .at . Writers’ meeting on behalf ‘of the
Buildings this evening Defence Committee for
after the commerce and  Plantation Workers, said:

industries minister, Mr “Nearly 30 teagardens are -

Nirupam Sen, and the now closed and those that

labour minister, Md. are open are paying only
Amin, met workers’ rep- partial wages to its work-
resentatives  with  a ers. The government itself
tranche of proposals s the biggest PF defaulter

aimed at alleviating the of the state. The terms of
crisis in the tea sector. reference of the commit-

A ‘committee, headed tee report had no mention
by the commerce and of the starvation deaths in
industries secretary, Dr tea gardens or its causes.
Sabyasachi Sen, has ~ —SN§

;00

PF defaulter’

BHUBANESWAR, Feb 6. —
of the state sec-
retariat foday gheraced the
home secretary, Mr Santosh
_Kumar, for several hours in
protest against his afleged
highhandedness. They even
demanded his transfer from
the department. if the gover-
nment does not shift him,
we will physically remove
hifm from the department,
threatened the employees,
officers with armed police

- force rushed fo the spot to

maintain law and order, they
stood as mute spectators as
the employees resisted
entry of policemen fo the
secretariat campus. — SNS



“State peddles con

S

Statesman News Service
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KOLKATA, Jan. 28. — It’s no more

_asecret. The state government today
publicly proclaimed that it wants, as
final recourse, its own people to set-
tle industrial disputes and, in the
process, do away with traditional
court-based resolution,

Urging the Centre to provide the
state government “more powers”,
state labour minister Md Amin
expressed his desire to appoint a
panel of conciliation officers which
would serve as an alternative to the
labour tribunal.

Speaking at the inaugural session
of a workshop, organised jointly by

iLo sian

KOLKATA, Jan. 28. — Mr Herman van
der Laan, director ILO, India, said mak-
ing changes in the industrial relations
environment was more important than
making changes in the system of dispute
seitlement. He urged state governments
to establish a “monitoring unit for dispu-
tes” and a complementary “statistical
and analytical database on various as-
pects of disputes”. — SNS

the International Labour Orga-
nisation (1LO) and the Upion labour
ministry, on “Strategies for
Strengthening Conciliation Skills”,

the minister said: “Usually settle-
ment through tribunal is a long

cJ1at10Mcers

drawn process and workers, more
often than not, are unable to see it
through. We must, hence, think of
an alternative to the trxbunal ”

“The neutral conciliation officers
would make sure that they settle
cases in no more than a month after
five or six sittings with the disputing
parties. To enable us to appoint the
conciliation officers, the existing
labour laws can be amended ” he
added.

Appealing for “settlements minus
strikes” in his speech, Mr Amin
drew attention to “the usual trade
union practice of over-framing
demands so that their desired settle- |
ment is achieved after negotiation ]
with the management”.
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Jute mill workers

beat up

HT Correspondent
Naihati, January 18

A SENIOR executive of
Hukumchand Jute Mill in
Naihati was on Sunday se-

- verely beaten up by thou-
sands of labourers, who
feared that their salaries
might be slashed.

Rumours floated from

. the morning that the mill
authorities were planning
to shift the power loom ma-
chine to the No 5 unit,
which would entail cutting
down on the staff strength
and the salary figures. The
men also feared that the
unit might be closed down
as a result.

The word spread fast
and soon some hundreds of
labourers gathered at the
mill premises. Without
waiting for any assurance
or explanation, they went
on the rampage. The mill
wall was demolished even
as the crowd swelled into
thousands.

Narad Muni Misra, the

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

top

mill’s personnel manager,
was in his room when he
was caught unawares by
the 2000-strong mob of an-
gry workers. The labour-
ers stormed into his room
and beat him up severely.

Three mill staffers, who
tried to rescue Misra from
the clutches of the irate
workers, were in turn beat-
en up. Others smashed all
the furniture in the room
and broke open the almi-
rahs storing important of-
ficial records.

Not satisfied with the
trail of damage behind
them, the workers con-
verged in front of the mill
and blocked on the road.
The police rushed to the
spot but the labourers con-
tinued with their agita-
tion. All work at the mill
was stopped to break the
protest. Misra was admit-
ted to a nursing home,
bleeding profusely.

“We heard that our daily
salary of Rs 178 would be
reduced to Rs 150,” said

g S

oflicial

\1 Aab o § I ftds

Shibkumar Saha, one of
the protestors. “The mill
owner and the union were
together shifting the pow-
er loom and we learnt that
no new machine would be
replace the old one. In-
stead, the authorities were
planning to launch an elec-
tric operating system. This
would mean reduction in
staff strength.”

The mill employs 10, 000
labourers.

Union leaders and the
mill authorities denied
any plans on the board of
shedding work force. “It’sa
baseless allegation,” said
Preety Roy, Chowdhury,
leader of the Citu-backed
BMCU. “There are no plans
to stop this unit and slash
salaries. Only the power
loom sector was being shift-
ed,” added B.K. Chand, the
security officer of the mill.

Policemen have been
posted in the area to pre-
vent any further agitation,
said Kanad Bhattacharya,
SDPO of Barrackpore.
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»Jute strike called off

\%& ASTAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, Jan. 8: The strike in
the jute industry was withdra-
wn today following an agreem-
ent ensuring an additional Rs
264 every month from Februa-
ry for nearly 2.5 lakh workers.
The mills, however, will res-
ume production on Saturday.
Several trade unions had called
the indefinite strike from Dece-
mber 29 demanding, among ot-
her things, restoration of vari-
able dearness allowance on the
basis of the cost of living index.
Jute mill owners today agr-
eed to the DA demand but for-
ced the unions to agree on pro-
ductivity-linked wages.
Labour minister Mohanim-
ed Amin, who chaired a series
of tripartite meetings to end
the deadlock in the past two
weeks, told reporters that the
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agreement would help increase
productivity and benefit work-
ers financially.

Apart from restoring the
DA, Amin said, the mill worke-
rs would get an annual increm-
ent of Rs 10. The DA would be

Driver stoned

Behrampore, Jan. 8: The driv-
er of a Calcutta State Transport
Corporation bus, Dulal Mondal,
was killed by a mob here this
morning.

Though Mondal managed to
save a nine-year-old girl who ran
in front of the speeding vehicle
on National Highway 34, about
210 km from Calcutta, the mob
was angry because she was inju-
red and had to be hospitalised.
The bus was on its way to Calcut-
ta from Khejuria in Malda.
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About 50,000 workers in 59
jute mills, whose wages were
reduced following flaws in the
interpretation of certain clans-
es in the January 2002 agree-
ment, would now be treated on
a par with other workers and
ensured of a daily wage of nea-
rly Rs 160 per day at entry level,
Amin said.

Sanjay Kajaria, the chair-
man of the Indian Jute Mills
Association, said the agreeme-
nt would ensure the industry’s
“peace and viability”.

He added that the best part
of the settlement was linking
wages with productivity. Work-
ers can now earn more and pro-
duction is expected to up.

An industry estimate put
the additional financial commi-
tment for amill at around Rs 15
lakh every month.
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