~Election Commission lodges
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By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, DEC. 20. Taking suo
motu action on the reported in-
cident of the Railway Minister
and the Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RID) president, Lalu Prasad,
distributing Rs. 100 each to his
partymen in Patna, the Election
Commission today lodged a
First Information Report (FIR)
for an offence under Section
171 B of the Indian Penal Code
for bribery relating to the con-
~ duct of elections.
The Commission also issued
a showcause notice to the RID
+ on why the party should not be
de-recognised under the provi-
sions of the Election Symbols
Order, 1968 for violating the
model code of conduct, which
came into force on December
17 with the announcement of
the election schedule for Bihar
and two other States.
The Full Commission, com-
prising the Chief Election Com-

missioner, T.S. Krishnamurthy,
and the Commissioners, B.B.
Tandon and N. Gopalaswami,
took the decisions after watch-
ing the electronic and print
media versions showing Mr. La-
lu Prasad distributing currency
on December 18.

Directive to Railways

Briefing presspersons, the
Commission spokesman, A.N.
Jha, said the party had been giv-
en time till 3 p.m. on December
24, to reply to the showcause
notice. The Railway Board
Chairman had been directed
not to provide special trains or
divert any train to Patna for the
proposed rally by the RID on
Thursday. The Bihar Chief Sec-
retary had been directed not to
provide public transport buses
for the rally and not to misuse
government machinery for it.

The Commission had also
asked the RJD State Govern-
ment to ensure that no govern-
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ment building, including circuit
houses and guesthouses, was
given to the party. Regulations
had been imposed on the offi-
cial meetings of the Ministers
also. Two observers were being
sent to Patna to oversee that the
model code of conduct was not
misused on the day of the rally.

BJP team meets CEC

Earlier in the day, a BJP dele-
gation submitted a memoran-
dum to the  Election
Commission pleading for a one-
day poll in Bihar and Jhark-
hand. It alleged that taking ad-
vantage of the three-phase pol},
the ruling party in Bihar would
be enabled to press into service
its private armies to intimidate
voters and rig the polls.

Speaking to reporters later,
the BJP leader, Sushma Swaraj,
who led the delegation, told the
CEC that Bihar and Jharkhand
were relatively smaller States
and the Commission should

'FIR against Lalu Prasad .

consider holding elections in a
single phase. The CEC, accord-
ing to Ms. Swaraj, told the dele-
gation that he was prepared to
consider the demand if the Gov-
ernment provided more para-
military forces to ensure free
and fair elections. The BJP
would also take up the issue
with the Government.

Replying to a question, she
said the delegation was satisfied
with the action taken by the
Commission against Mr. Lalu
Prasad and his party for violat-
ing the model code.

RJD team’s plea

Within minutes of the BJP
meeting the CEC, an RJD dele-
gation met the CEC and denied
that Mr. Lalu Prasad had violat-
ed the code. It assured the Com-
mission that the code would be
strictly followed in letter and in
spirit. .

Echo in Parliament: Page 11
Editorial on Page 10
/
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~ MINORITY PANEL REJECTED

Govt poll bias

/L,\
¥ Q@
Statesman News Servi

NEW DELHI, Oct. 7. — The Election
Commission today rejected the Centre’s
explanation for its decision to set up a
national commission for minorities. It
said the timing “gives angimpression of
influencing some sections of the elec-
torate”. The EC had served a notice to
the Centre last Friday seeking an expla-
nation within three days about its deci-
sion to set up the commission for the
welfare of socially and cconomically
backward sections among religious and
linguistic minorities.

In a communication to the Cabinet
secretary, the EC said: “At this juncture
when elections are being held in two
states (Maharashtra and Arunachal

Pradesh), it gives the impression of being

aimed at influencing some sections of
the electorate. The Election Com-
mission is emphatically of the view that
the decision on the commission’s consti-
tution should also have been deferred till
the date of poll; 13 October.”

The poll panel also criticised the gov-
ernment for not referring the matter to
the EC for its views because the issue
had the potential for influencing a sec-
tion of the voters*On the other hand,

ing: EC

he EC observed, the government
sought its vicws on changmg the policy
on subsidy for Haj pilgrims. “The EC
hopes that such lapses would be avoid-
ed in future.”

Later at a press meet, an EC
spokesman denied suggestions that it
was a “little softer” on the Centre.
Earlier, the EC had threatened to dere-
cognise political parties for violation of
the model code of conduct.

The Congress said it would abide by
the EC’s rejection. “If the EC thinks the
proposal to set up the commission is a
violation of model code of conduct at
this stage, we accept it and will take up
the issue only after the completion of
polls,” AICC spokesperson Ms Jayanti
Natarajan said. “The promise to extend
reservation to religious and linguistic
minorities is included in the UPAs
Common Minimum Programme.”

The BJP hailed the EC’s observation
and said the Congress-led government’s
move on reservation for minorities ahead
of polls in Maharashtra and Arunachal
Pradesh had exposed its “communal and
divisive face”, adds PTI. The EC’s action

_had thwarted the UPA's attempts to pur-

sue their “communal agenda under the
mask of secularism”, BJP spokesman Mr
Muktifar Abbas Naqv1 said.
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EC notice to BIP

® ‘_S@ri_gistribution‘ a\Violation of code’

By J. Venkatesan M{) . \

NEW DELHI, APRIL 16. The Election
Commission today took a seri-
ous view of the distribution of
saris in Lucknow resulting in a
stampede that killed 22 persons,
and issued a showcause notice
to the Bharatiya Janata Party
asking the party to explain why
action should not be taken
against it for “breaching” the
model code of conduct.

The Deputy Election Com-
missioner, A.N. Jha, told press-
persons that the notice would
be served on the BJP’s central
leadership and explanation
sought within seven .days for
“distributing largesse to voters
during campaign time.”

The stampede occurred when
saris were distributed during
the birthday celebration of the
senior BJP leader, Lalji Tandon,
and the major Opposition par-
ties had approached the Com-
mission seeking stern action
against Mr. Tandon, the orga-
nisers of the function and the
BJP. )
Mr. Jha said that based on the
report and materials sent by the
Uttar Pradesh Chief Secretary
and the Chief Electoral Officer,
“the Commission is prima facie
satisfied with the evidence be-
fore it that there has been vio-
lation of the code.” Asked to
elaborate, Mr. Jha said: “You are
distributing largesse when the
election process is on and it is a
violation of the code and the
party has to answer for it.”

To a question whether the
notice would also go to the
Prime Ministet, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, he said that in this case
there was no bearing on the

candidature of the Prime Minis-
ter, the BJP nominee for the
Lucknow constituency, as he
was not present there and he
was not the candidate on that
date.

While Mr. Tandon was identi-
fied as the key person respon-
sible for the tragedy, the State
Government had been asked to
find out the other persons in-
volved in organising the
function.

Mr. Jha said Mr. Tandon was
not notified as the election
agent on the day of the incident,
but the case clearly related to
violation of the code.

The Commission asked the
State Government to register a
case of bribery and illegal grat-
ification against Mr. Tandon.
Cases should be registered
against all others involved too,
it said. It also ordered the trans-
fer of the District Magistrate
and the Senior Superintendent
of Police of Lucknow for “fail-
ure” to take preventive action
against the organisers.

Chennai Collector
shifted

The Election Commission or-
dered the transfer of the Collec-
tor of Chennai following
complaints against him. Asked
what the allégation was, Mr. Jha
said: “We have done our inquiry
and found there is something
amiss.”

Further, considering the na-
ture of the complaints received,
he said, the Commission had
decided to post three additional
observers, one each in the
South, Central and North Chen-
nai constituencies.”

Reactions: Page 13
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“ﬁLE TION COMMISSION AS CENSOR
bl AV

HAVING A THE Election Commission to
monitor all political advertising on television
channels and cable networks, the Supreme Court
has through its April 2, interim order settled a
detailed scheme for vetting such advertisements.
Under this, the Election Commission has been
pitchforked into the extraordinary role of a cen-
sor, one that neither the Constitution nor the rel-
evant statute envisaged. The Supreme Court,
using its extensive discretionary authority under
Article 142 of the Constitution — which empow-
ers the apex body to pass any order necessary for
“doing complete justice in any cause or matter
pending before it” — has vested the Commission
with two broad responsibilities. First, it will be the
“sole authority” to decide whether any political
advertisement is fit to be aired on television or
rejected on the grounds that it offends “morality,
decency and religious susceptibility.” Secondly,
in the event of such advertisements being telecast
without prior clearance, the Commission is em-
powered to take a number of punitive steps, in-
cluding seizing the equipment of the offending
television channel or cable network.

The Court has made it clear that this is an inter-
im arrangement, that will hold good between
April 16 and May 10, that is, during the remains of
the 2004 electoral process. Clearly, the immediate
focus of the Court’s attention was on putting
measures in place to stop advertisements that en-
gage in personalised attacks or mudslinging of
the kind that has been aired recently. Of partic-
ular concern were surrogate advertisements
sponsored by organisations that were formally
unconnected with political parties, but clearly
fronts for them. A string of advertisements, put
out by an obscure trust, portrayed the Prime Min-
ister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, as a police informer
during the Quit India movement of 1942. Anoth-
er, also released by a trust, obliquely questioned
the Congress president, Sonia Gandhi’s commit-
ment to the country by harping on her foreign

or1 11 These were aired shortly after the Andhra
Pradesh High Court had stayed the operation of
Rule 7(3) under the Cable Television Networks
(Regulation) Act, an obscure provision that both
the Centre and the Election Commission were in
favour of invoking for rather different reasons.

The Supreme Court has temporarily stayed the
Andhra Pradesh High Court’s order but it has not
yet taken a final view of the main issue. This re-
lates to the legal validity of Rule 7(3), a sweeping
provision that fails to distinguish between legiti-
mate political advertising and that which is, to use
the Supreme Court’s phrase, “shocking, disgust-
ing and revolting in nature.” When it became ap-
parent that the Centre was toying with the idea of
clamping a ban on all political advertising on the
basis of Rule 7(3), its legal validity was challenged
by some private television networks, which have
advanced the reasonable argument that the Rule
is discriminatory and unreasonably restrictive.
The Supreme Court’s intervention is in the form of
a stopgap measure: aimed at checking the abuse
of political advertising during election time. Inter-
im though the Court’s order is, it raises some
questions of a worrying nature. Why should politi-
cal advertisements be subject to severe condi-
tions, above all pre-censorship? Would it not have
been enough to have let the Election Commission
intervene whenever an objectionable ad was
brought to its notice rather than give it the ex-
traordinary powers of Censor-in-chief? What are
the implications of giving the Commission, which
is constitutionally responsible only for the con-
duct of free and fair elections, the power to restrict
what appears in the news media and even the
power to punish them? Fortunately, this extraor-
dinary role will end on the last polling day of this
general election. But the basic questions revolving
round the constitutional validity of Rule 7(3) and a
framework for dealing with offensive ads on tele-
vision will wait for a final determination by the
apex court.



- N\Chautala defies EC order

NEW DELHI, APRIL 7. The Haryana
Chief Minister, Om Prakash
Chautala, today challenged the
Election Commission’s direc-
tive asking him to shift the
State’s Director-General of Po-
lice, M.S. Malik, to a post not

connected with election work

on the ground that his wife,
Krishna, was the ruling INLD
candidate for the Sonepat Lok
Sabha seat. Mr. Chautala not
only refused to send a panel of
names for the post, as directed

by the Commission, but also
raised an accusing finger at the
Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Ad-
vani, for what he called “influ-
encing” the Commission.

“I will never send a panel in
this regard, let me see how the
Election Commission appoints
one from within the State or
from outside,” Mr. Chautala
said.

Mr. Chautala justified his de-
cision saying that Ms. Krishna’s
democratic right to contest

elections could not be sup-
pressed by her husband being
the police chief. “If the Com-
mission’s logic is to be followed
then my two sons — one con-
testing from Bhiwani and other
from Kurukshetra — should not
be allowed to fight the election
since their father is the Chief
Minister of the State.” — UNI

‘Will ensure compliance’

Our Chandigarh Special Cor-
respondent reports:

THE HINDU

AN A

g AP

The Election Commission
would ensure that the Haryana
Government implemented its
directions on Mr. Malik’s trans-
fer, the Chief Election Commis-
sioner, T.S. Krishnamurthy, said
here today.

Addressing a press corffer-
ence, Mr. Krishnamurthy said
that the Commission had noth-
ing against Mr. Malik as an indi-
vidual and the transfer was
being sought to maintain neu-
trality.




“EC for prior clearance
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«“of political ads
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Lk & Supreme Court hearing today g\j\
ties and individuals through direct or shrrogate

By I. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, APRIL 4. The Election Commission is in
favour of the national and recognised political
parties and individuals or institutions getting
clearance from the Commission before the tele-
cast of any political or surrogate advertisements
on television channels or cable networks,

This was among several options decided at the
Full Commission meeting on Saturday evening
which discussed the Supreme Court’s direction
to the Commission on April 2 to suggest the mod-
alities and the mechanism to monitor the telecast
of political advertisements.

Sources told The Hindu that since it would be
impossible to monitor every advertisement, it
would be better if the political parties or individ-
uals were asked to submit the advertisement to
the Commission 10 days prior to the proposed
telecast and obtain a certificate of clearance.

It was suggested at the meeting that a commit-
tee headed by a Deputy Election Commissioner
could be empowered to view every advertise-
ment. On April 2, the Supreme Court banned the
telecast of all political or surrogate advertise-
ments on cable networks and television channels
which offended “the law of the land, morality,
decency and religious susceptibility of viewers,
and are shocking, disgusting and revolting.” This
was done to prevent mudslinging by political par-

THE HINDU

advertisements. The court has posted the case for
further hearing tomorrow. The Commission is ex-
pected to submit the aboVe suggestion to the Su-
preme Court tomorrow for approval.

The suggestion is that all national and recog-
nised political parties submit the proposed ad-
vertisements before telecast to the Commissior
in Delhi. All registered but unrecognised politica
parties will submit the advertisements to Chie
Electoral Officers in the States. )

Any violation in the telecast of advertisements
after the issuance of the certificate could be
brought to the notice of the Commission or its
observers for an appropriate action. The adver-
tiserments telecast in local cable networks could
be brought to the observers’ notice. The Commis-
sion said the print media could be subjected to
such a mechanism, subject to the approval of the
apex court.

The Supreme Court is hearing a special leave
petition filed by the Centre challenging an inter-
im order of the Andhra Pradesh High Court stay-
ing the operation of Rule 7(3) of the Cable
Television Network Rules, 1994, under which no
advertisements shall be permitted, the objective
whereof is of a religious or political nature and
advertisements must not be directed towards any
religious or political end.

.., Editorial on Page 10
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Informer’ PM target of new attack

EC puts ad
row ball in

e e O

govt court

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, March 27. —
Yet another surrogate election
advertisement — this time
making an oblique reference to
the Prime Minister — hit the
air waves today even as the
Election Commission asked the
government to arbitrate on the
propriety of “personal attacks”.
The new ad being aired on a
private TV channel begins
with black-and-white clips of
the Quit India Movement and
ends with a “letter” that has a
portion circled. This is purpor-
ted to have been written by Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee seeking
his release from detention.
The ad, which ends with the
message “Mukhibiron (infor-
mer) ke haton mein satta! Kab-
hi nahin,” has been sponsored
by Sajji Virasat Trust, the or-
ganisation that had earlier re-
leased an ad taking digs at the
“India Shining” campaign.
Around the same time the ad
was on air, the Election Com-
mission said it did not have
any power to take any direct
action on complaints such as
those by the Congress on the
surrogate ad on “foreigners rul-
ing India”, and referred the
matter to the I&B ministry,
the “competent authority” to
“examine” them and take “ap-
propriate action under the law"
against erring TV channels.
“The EC has asked the I&B
secretary to take appropriate
action against the TV chan-
nels airing the ads,” poll panel
spokesman Mr AN Jha said.
The ministry has been asked
to report back to the commis-

sion by 29 March. :

The Congress had complamed
against the ad, sponsored by
Kamakshi Educational Society,
which speaks of disallowing a
foreigner to rule India, a covert
reference to the party chief.

Refusing to say whether the
ads were prima facie violative
of the model code of conduct,
Mr Jha said the I&B ministry
was the competent authority
to take action against TV
channels airing the ads. “Th-
ere are provisions under
which the ministry can pre-
vent ads violative of the over-
all advertisement code.”

Section 7(3) of the Act, struck
down by Andhra High Court,
relates only to ads with a polit-
ical and religious content, he
said. There are other sections
that deal with ads violating the
overall advertisement code.
“Under these, the government
can regulate and prohibit
transmission of such ads.”

Ministry sources said they
were yet to receive any official
communication in this regard.
The ministry, they said, prefers
a complete ban on all political
ads since it lacks the wherewi-
thal to deal with the matter. ;

The EC, its spokesman saig,
has already urged politicgl
parties not to indulge in cani-
paigning that attacks individ-
uals. It'll discuss the issue
again with all recognised po-
litical parties on 6 April.

On the controversy over free
passes being offered by 1A, Mr
Jha said the civil aviation
ministry and the airlines had
been asked not to do so while
the code of conduct is in place.

THE STATESMAN
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Publlsh defaulters’
names? court tells EC

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The Delhi
high court on Monday di-
rected candidates, in-
cluding sitting MPs who
are contesting elections,
to submit an affidavit to
the Election Commission
(EC) regarding their
dues to MTNL, NDMC or
ITDC. After taking the af-
fidavits, the high court
has asked the EC to pub-
licise the list. Chief Jus-
tice B.C. Patel and Jus-
tice B.D. Ahmed said,
“The EC shall take effec-
tive steps to publicise the
information furnished

by candidates with regard to govern-
ment dues in at least two local dailies.”

Pay Slip-Up

+ 656 sitting and former
MPs owe MINLRs 11.18 cr

» 669 MPs have to pay
Rs 6.32 crore to NDMC

» Ghani Khan Chaudhary
owes Rs 41.31 lakh to
MTNL, Rs 30 lakh to NOMC

- Chandra Shekhar owes
NDMC Rs 7.1 lakh, Deve
Gowda owes Rs 76,772

& Youth Congress owes
MTNL Rs.26.21 lakh

Sabha.

When EC’s counsel S.K.
Mendiratta said that get-
ting the list published
would entail a lot of ex-
penses, the court ob-
served, “When so much
can be spent on ‘Feel
Good’, why can’t it be
spent on informing vot-
ers?” With regard to fur-
nishing of no-due certifi-
cates, which the candi-
dates were earlier sup-
posed to obtain from the
authorities before filing
their nomination papers,
the court declined to
make it mandatory.

The court also issued
notices to the secretaries

general of the Lok Sabha and Rajya



Publicise candidates’

dues,
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Court tells EC

@® ‘Commission should play pro-active role’

By Nirnimesh Kumar W A

Nﬂsml, MARCH 1.The Delhi High Court today
directed the Election Commission to widely pub-
licise the information provided by candidates, in-
cluding the former and present Members of
Parliament or Members of Legislative Assem-
blies, at the time of filing nominations for con-
testing elections, about their financial liabilities
to banks or dues to be paid on the use of public
utilities such as telephone, electricity and water.

The Court directed the Commission to play a
proactive role in the dissemination of such in-
formation to help voters decide on their
candidates.

A Division Bench of the Court, comprising the

Chief Justice, Justice B.C. Patel, and Justice B.D.
Ahmed, issued the orders on a public interest
litigation petition, pending since 1998, seeking
directions to various Government public utilities
to recover the dues from the defaulting former
and sitting MPs.

As per the 2003 Supreme Court judgment, it is
now mandatory for each candidate contesting
the Lok Sabha or Assembly elections to furnish

- details in an affidavit about his/her criminal
background, if any, and the financial liabilities
and pending dues to the banks and public
service-providers.

The petitioner, Krishak Bharat, had sought di-
rections to the New Dethi Municipal Council, the
Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Limited, the Cen-
tral Public Works Department and the Indian
Tourism Development Corporation to recover
the dues running into crores of rupees from hun-
dreds of sitting and former MPs, which they owed
to the four public utilities.

Counsel for MTNL had last year submitted to
the Delhi High Court that Rs. 4.49 crores was to

be recovered from various political parties, and
the Congress alone owed Rs. 49 lakhs to it. MTNL
also had to recover about Rs. 9.47 crores from 617
former MPs and Rs. 2.2 crores from 83 sitting
MPs. ‘

Expressing serious concern over the dues from
the MPs, the Bench said that “an informed voter
is the foundation of democracy” and that the
Commission shall publicise the information pro-
vided by the candidates along with their nomi-
nation papers in at least two local dailies.

The Bench made it clear that the advertise-
mernts to be issued by the Commission would be
in addition to the news items to be published and
telecast by the print and electronic media.

However, it clarified that the Returning Offi-
cers would not insist on the submission of the
‘no-dues’ certificates by candidates from the de-
partments or the institutions concerned while fil-
ing the nomination papers.

The Commission had withdrawn a notification
issued in December 2003 at the time of the just-
concluded Assembly elections in the five States,
making it mandatory for the candidates to submit
the ‘no-dues’ certificates from public institutions
or Government departments after they cleared
the arrears.

When a suggestion for re-notifying the guide-
line had come from the High Court, counsel for
the Commission submitted that it had no inten-
tion of implementing it in the coming Lok Sabha
elections but if the Court directed it to do so, it
would comply with it.

The Bench issued notices to the Secretaries-
General of the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha
asking them to explain why the arrears of tele-
phone, power, accommodation and travel bills of
the defaulters were not deducted from their sala-
ries, allowances and pension.

THE HINDY
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NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 23Q)¢
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HE Election Commis-

sion on Monday re-

‘jected the Govern-

ment’s request for use

of an IAF aircraft by Deputy

Prime Minister LK. Advani dur-
ing the election camipaign.

“The Commission has said that
“the existing instruction will con-
tinue. (The IAF aircraft) will only
be for the PM,” EC spokesman
‘AN. Jha said. Jha, however, re-
fused to saywhen the EC sent its re-
ply to the Government disapprov-
ing the request. The Commission
had eartier said it had received the
request from the Home Ministry.

Terming as “misleading” re-
ports suggesting that top political
Jeaders could now spend above the
limit prescribed by the EC, he said
only the travel expenses of desig-

ase—————

INDIAN EXPRESS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA LQI}L

e

request: |
onlytob
the P

nated leaders of polifical parties
would not be billed to the candi-

dates. “Guidelines have already .

been issued during the previous
round of Assembly elections last

year. The guidelines are clear and
unambiguous,” Jha said adding
this would cover 40 leaders of
recognised political parties and 20
leaders of unrecognised but regis-

2 4 FEB 2004

*EC

tered parties, He made it clear that
only travel expenses were excluded
in the candidates’ expenses and all
other expenseswould be included.

He also said proxy voting facil-
ities would not be available to the
wives of armed forces personnel
or to the other categories not part
of the armed forces. Similarly, em-
bassy staff would not come in the
category of proxy voting, Jha said.

To a question, Jha said many
candidates have been disqualified
for not submitting their statement
of poll expenses in the last elec-
tions. Observing that the Com-
mission had taken up the ratio-
nalisation exercise of polling
stations following introduction of
EVMs to see the existing polling
stations were merged or de-
merged, he said the number of
polling booths across the country
came down from 7.75 lakh in
1999 to seven lakh now.




“EC favours four-phase elections

. ® Seeks information on school exams, festivals,, | =~

q‘ By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELMI, FEB. 20. The Election
Commission indicated today
that the Lok Sabha and Assemb-
ly polls in a few States would be
held in four phases in April-May
and the actual poll schedule
would be announced at the
“appropriate time” after con-
sidering factors such as school
examinations, harvest, local fes-
tivals and weather conditions.
The Deputy Election Com-

missioner, A.N. Jha, told press-
persons at the end of an
all-party meeting that the Com-
mission was “fine-tuning” the
polling arrangements after
hearing the views of all State
Governments, political parties
and the Central Government.

To a question, he said the
model code of conduct would
come into force only after the
poll dates were announced.

In response to queries from
the leaders of various political

parties, the Chief Election Com-
missioner, T.S. Krishnamurthy,
cited a Supreme Court judg-
ment, according to which the
code would come into force on-
ly from the date of announce-
ment of the poll schedule and
there must be a minimum of
three weeks from the date of
notification till the commence-
ment of the polls.

Mr. Jha said the Commission
had completed formal consul-
tations with the Chief Secretar-

The Congress leader, Pranab Mukherjee (second from right), greets he BJP leader, Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, as the Telugu

ies, the Directors-General of
Police, the Chief Electoral Offi-
cers and the Home Secretaries
of the States as well as the
Union Home Secretary, Anil
Baijal. :

Declining to give any date for
the announcement of the poll
schedule, he said the Commis-
sion was working out the mod-
alities and seeking inputs from
the States on school examin-
ations, the harvesting season,
important festivals and the

Desam Party leader Yerran Naldu (extreme left) and the BJP leader Pramod Mahajan (centre) look on prior to a meeting of
political parties with the Election Commission in New Delhl on Friday. — Photo: V.V. Krishnan ..

THE HINDV ?7’:58;0,”

monsoon, and said “all this will
be kept in mind before an-
nouncing the poll dates.”

To a question, Mr. Jha said
there would be a four-phase
election schedule, similar to the
pattern of the 1999 elections.
The suggestion of most political
parties to have a one-day poll
would be considered, taking in-
to account the availability of pa-
ra-military personnel and the
logistics of their deployment.
The Assembly elections would
be held simultaneously in And-
hra Pradesh, Orissa, Sikkim and
Karnataka, along with the Lok
Sabha polls.

Mr. Jha said the Commission
had agreed to look into all prob-
lems vis-a-vis, the electoral
rolls, including deletion or ad-
dition of bogus voters in some
States as alleged by political
parties. The Commission had
rejected the request of some
political parties that Centrai
forces alone should be de-
ployed in all constituencies of a
particular State, saying that it
would not be feasible. Special
attention would be paid to the
naxalite-affected areas in And-

hra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Maharashtra and Madhya
Pradesh.

Asked whether the Commis-
sion had taken a decision on the
Government’s “request” for al-
lowing the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, LK. Advani, to use IAF
aircraft during electioneering as
in the case of the Prime Minis-
ter, he said “we will get back to
you when the decision is tak-
en.” On whether the request
was a new one or the earlier let-
ter written in November last,
Mr. Jha said, “it is a new request
from the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs.” To another que-
ry if the letter was written by
previous Home Secretary N.
Gopalaswami, who is at present
one of the Election Commis-
sioners, he said “no”.

Parties for single-day polis
in States: Page 11



NEW DEILHI, Feb. 19. — Cleaki
the decks for the announcement o
poll schedule, the Election Commis-
sion today formally sought the govern-
ment’s views on the availability of par-
amilitary forces to oversee the smooth
conduct of the Lok Sabha polls.

Chief Election Commissioner Mr
TS Krishnamurthy and the two oth-
er Election Commissioners, Mr BB
Tandon and Mr N Gopalaswami,
met Union home secretary Mr Anil
Baijal and discussed the law and or-
der situation and requirement of se-
curity forces for the polls.

The meeting lasted over 30 mi-
nutes. EC sources, however, refused
to reveal the exact requirement of
security forces needed for the
smooth conduct of the exercise.

In the run-up to the announce-
ment of the poll schedule, the EC
has already held three rounds of
consultations with chief secretaries
and top police officers from all
states and Union Territories.

Tomorrow, a three-member poll
panel will meet leaders of all recog-
nised political parties to seek their
views on the elections. The meeting
is expected to focus on ways and
means to strictly enforce the model
code of conduct after the EC an-
nounces the poll schedule.

With this, the EC would have
completed the entire pre-poll exer-
cise, setting the stage for announce-
ment of the poll dates over the
weekend. .

Poll publicity: Senior bureaucrats of
the information and broadcasting min-
istry will meet Election Commission
officials to discuss issues relating to

THE STATESMAN 2~ FEP 200"

ses poll secur1%

With the electronic media blgger
than ever before, such talks are nec-
essary before a final decision regard-
ing campaigning. For all the talks on
the code of conduct, there are TV
channels owned by political parties
or having close links with them. How
they’ll function is a question.

There is also the case of the recent
Andhra Pradesh HC judgment,
which has been interpreted by peo-
ple to mean that a more ‘liberal’ atti-
tude towards media issues is neces-
sary. The government believes all the
facts were not available at that time.

The 1&B ministry will explain to the
EC what the Cable Act says and what
the private radio licence agreement is
about. Much of this is relevant to the
“India Shining” campaign, which 1&B
minister Mr Ravi Shankar Prasad said
has cost less than Rs 500 crore.



T I:Zg réserveS\)[
order in NCP
symbol issue

(- r Political Bureau '
(:V NEW DELHI 13 FEBR%\\ Y,

THE Election Comm‘xs idn has
reserved its judgement oh the
dispute between NCP factions
headedby Mr Sharad Pawarand’
MrP A Sangma over the original
party flag and election symbol.

7

AN

PAWAR AND GLORY

Having heard the claims and
contentions of both the parties
over three hours today, the full
commnission led by chief election
commissioner T S Krishna
Murthy gave time till Thursday
tothe Sangma group to file addi-
tional documents in support of
its claim. However, there would
be no more hearing and the EC
could pronounce its order any-
time after Thursday.

During the hearing today, the
Sangma faction staked claim to
the NCP flag and “clock” symbol
arguing that only his group had
maintained the party’s basicide-
ology against “foreign-born citi-
zens occupying high offices.”

“Qur faction is the only true
follower of the party ideology
and must be allotted the party
flagand dock symbol,” Supreme
. Courtlawyer Parag Tripathi told
the EC on behalf of the Sangma
faction.

mic Time>
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New CEC wants
India Shlmn

ads to f fade o

~Our Political Bureau

" NEW DELHI 8 FEBRUARY

ARELY two hours into his
B tenure as Chief Election

Commissioner (CEC), Mr
T.S. Krishnamurthy on Sunday
pulled up the government by dis-
approving of the “India Shining”
advertisements on election eve,

“Taxpayers’ money should nnot
be used forelectoral advantages,”
he replied when quizzed about
the propriety of the government
showcasing its achievements on
election eve. Although Mr Krish-
namurthy qualified his state-
ment saying that it was his per-
sonal opinion, it is sure to upset
the government’s elaborate plans
to occupy the voter’s mindspace
ahead of the enforcement of the
model code of conduct through a
multi-crore  media  blitzkrieg
tom-toming its achievements.

It may be recalled that the “In-
dia Shining” advertisements had
to be taken off the air and with-
drawn from national dailies
ahead of the Assembly polls in
five states last December.

Termingitavio 12111 of the mod-

el code of conduct, the EC had
then directed the government to
discontinue the ad campaign en-
listing the Vajpayee govern-
ment's achievements in all those
states where elections were due.

A similar disapproval on Sun-
day, although the CEC insisted
that he would not delve deeper
into the issue since the model
code was yet to take effect, may
notonly apply brakes on the free
run of the successful “India Shin-
ing” series on Doordarshan and
in print, but it may also ground
efforts to document the Vajpayee
government’s successes through
insertions in the media by au-
tonomous bodies like the Plan-
ning Commission.

This was evident from Mr Kr-
ishnamurthy’s appeal asking po-
litical parties, particularly those
in power, to observe the model
code of conduct “even now.” He,
however, clarified that the model
code of conduct can officially be
enforced by the Commission
only after it has announced the

poll schedule. //‘
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‘POLL DATES AT APPROPRIATE TIME’

CEC slams NDA

‘media ]
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NEW DELH]I, Feb 8. — On his very day
in office today, chief election commis-
sioner Mr TS Krishnamurthy made his
mind known. “My personal view is as far
as possible tax payers’ money should not
be used for electoral advantages.”

The reference was to the Centre’s
advertisement blitz in the media ahead of
the Lok Sabha polls. Admitting that the
Election Commission’s “model code of
conduct” will come into effect once the
election schedule is announced, Mr Krish-
namurthy asked all political parties, par-
ticularly those in power, to start “observ-
ing the spirit of this code from now”,

As for the poll dates, he said those
would be declared at an “appropriate”
time. He, however, dropped hints that the
first phase of the polls could be held fol-
lowing the completion of various school
board examinations by the first week of
April. The commission, he said, likes to
get the entire polling process over in less
than five phases.

Flanked by the two election commis-
sioners, Mr BB Tandon and Mr N Gopal-
aswami, Mr Krishnamurthy (63) was
addressing a news conference after taking
over as the CEC. Mr Gopalaswami, for-
mer Union home secretary, too took
charge today.

Making it clear that the commission is
in election mode, Mr Krishnamurthy said
the poll schedule would be declared after
completing “procedural formalities”,
which would include meetings with the
Union home ministry as well as chief sec-
retaries and state DGPs. “We're getting
prepared, we've some options, election
dates will be finalised keeping in view fac-
tors such as deployment of security
forces, weather and other local condi-
tions of states, and school exams.”

The panel will make efforts to hold

Mr TS Krishnamurthy

elections simultaneous for the Lok Sabha
and some state Assemblies. Andhra
Pradesh, Orissa, and Sikkim have
informed the commission about the dis-
solution of their Assemblies, he said.

The panel’s top priority is to ensure “free
and fair” polls. “We’re focusing on clean
clectoral rolls, reduced electoral expendi-
ture, and measures aimed at curbing elec-
tion violence. The process to verify the
accuracy of the rolls and update them is
continuing, the arrangement for adequate
EVMs is on course.” The rolls will be ready
in most states by February-end.

Referring to the entry of eriminals into

electoral politics, Mr Krishnamurthy said
those persons shiould be disqualified from
contesting polls against whom charges
had been framed attracting a possible
punishment of five years and more
in prison.
Cong welcomes appeal: The Congress
welcomed Mr Krishnamurthy’s appeal to
parties to start observing the “spirit of the
EC’s model code of conduct from now”.



. Krishnamurthy
- is next CEC

@® Row over ‘move’ to bring in outsider ends

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 19. T.S. Krishna-
murthy, the seniormost among
the Election Commissioners,
will succeed J.M. Lyngdoh as
the next Chief Election Com-
missioner. Mr. Lyngdoh retires
on February 6. The decision
puts an end to the controversy
over the Vajpayee Govern-
ment’s efforts to bring in some-
one from outside the Election
Commission as the next CEC.

A formal announcement was
expected to be made on the
President’s return here late to-
night, according to official
sources.

The Prime Minister, Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, is believed to
have overruled his seniormost
political and ministerial col-
leagues who were insisting that
the ruling party was within its
right to have a chief election
commissioner of its choice. Till
today, they were in favour of
bringing in “an outsider” to
head the Commission. The ar-
gument was that the ruling par-
ty should avoid the risk of
another “Lyngdoh” as it pre-
pared for the Lok Sabha
election.

However, Mr. Vajpayee had
before him the other point of
view that there was considera-
.ble merit in honouring the tra-
dition of the senior-most
Election Commissioner getting
promoted to the top slot. The
Opposition parties had reacted
adversely to the reports that the
Government was proposing to
bring in an outsider. A contro-
versy over the “outsider” option
would have detracted from the
so-called “Vajpayee factor.”

Also, it was an open secret
that the two incumbent Elec-
tion Commissioners Mr.
Krishnamurthy and B.B. Tan-

don — did not share all of Mr.

Lyngdoh's views and percep-
tions.

The Vajpayee Government
now has to decide who fills the
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vacancy caused by the elevation
of Mr. Krishnamurthy. For now,
three senior Secretaries in key
Ministries are deemed to be in
the race.

The Government is likely to
take a decision well in advance,

_so0 that a new and full Commis-

sion is in place by February 7 to
address the task of organising
the general election.

PM postpones visit

The Vajpayee Government
has already announced its in-
tention to seek a vote-on-ac-
count in the first week of
February.

Today, it was officially an-
nounced that the Prime Minis-
ter had postponed  his

-~ ‘Free polls

¢ By Our Special
| Correspondent

| CHENNAI, JAN. 19. “Our anxiety
will be to conduct the general
elections at the earliest. At
the moment, I will not be
able to give any commitment
as we will have to discuss [the
polls] with the Union Home
Ministry and the State Gov-
ernments before announcing
the firm dates,” said T.S.
Krishnamurthy, the newly-
appointed Chief Election
Commissioner.

In an informal chat with
reporters at the Chennai air-
port before emplaning for
New Delhi after receiving the
news of his appointment, Mr.
Krishnamurthy said his first
priority was to conduct free
and fair elections.

The Election Commission
was a collective organisation,
he said and added that
“whatever decision we take,
we three will take the deci-
sion. Unfortunately, it is the
media which state that it is
the single person’s view.”
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scheduled visit to Australia and
Thailand, confirming the Gov-
ernment’s anxiety to rush the
election schedule.

By the time the Election
Commission gets reconstituted,
Mr. Vajpayee will have advised
the President to dissolve the Lok
Sabha.

The new Election Commis-
sion then will have the respon-
sibility of holding the Lok Sabha
elections as soon as feasible.
Mr. Vajpayee has already indi-
cated his preference that a new
government be in place by the
end of April.

It is up to the Election Com-
mission to see how far this po-
litical advice can be
accommodated.

m& priority’

“We will use the electronic |
voting machines (EVMs) in
all the polling stations in In-
dia and we will be deploying

the Central paramilitary |
forces for effective monitor- |
ing and controlling the law
and orde:r situation during
the polls,” Mr.Krishnamur-
thy said, expressing happi- |
ness over his appointment as |
the CEC.

Mz, Krishnamurthy was
seen off at the Kamaraj Do-
mestic Terminal by the State |
Chief Electoral Officer, Mru-

tyunjay Sarangi.



