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By K. Balchand g g\

PATNA, DEC. 25. The Muzaffarpur
district administration today fil-
ed a First Information Report
(FIR) against the National Dem-
ocratic Alliance convener and
Janata Dal (United) chief, Ge-
orge Fernandes, charging him
with violating the model code of
conduct. The allegation was
that money was given to a wom-
an who had attempted suicide
on Thursday due to poverty.
The District Magistrate, S.K.
Mishra, visited the Shri Krishna
Medical College Hospital near
Muzaffarpur where the woman,
Sunita Devi, 40, is undergoing
treatment. She had jumped into

N

the Gandak river with her two
minor children. Later, Mr. Mis-
hra directed the Sub-Divisional
Officer, Maharshi Ram, who is
the Returning Officer of the
Bocchaha Assembly constituen-
cy, to file the case against Mr.
Fernandes.

Ms. Sunita Devi is alleged to
have told the two officials that
JD (U) supporters had given her
Rs. 500 in the presence of Mr.
Fernandes when he came to ex-
press his sympathies with her.
The District Magistrate has
since seized the money.

The FIR lodged at the Ahiya-
pur police station charged Mr.
Fernandes and other JD (U)
workers with giving bribe under

“FIR filed against FernandW
for “violation'gof ‘model“tba

various Sections of the Indian
Penal Code relating to attempt
to induce voters.

Mr. Fernandes, who was in
his Lok Sabha constituency, .
Muzaffarpur, on his way to
Chapra to attend a party meet-
ing, denied that he had given
any money. “No money has
gone from my hands nor did I
have any money,” he said add-
ing the allegations were “a lie”.

A week ago, an FIR was
lodged against the Rashtriya Ja-
nata Dal chief and Railway Min-
ister, Lalu Prasad, for allegedly
distributing money to Dalit
women in Bihta in Patna district
ahead of his rally, which he sub-
sequently called off.
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Patna, Dec. 25: The election-
time generosity that has sin-
ged Laloo Prasad Yadav today
burnt the fingers of his rival
George Fernandes after autho-
rities filed a case against him
for violating the model code of
conduct in poll-bound Bihar.

The NDA convener has be-
en charged under Section 171
(b) of the IPC for trying to in-
fluence voters after he was ac-
cused of giving money to a
poor woman who had attempt-
ed suicide.

A delegation from the
Rashtriya Janata Dal —which
was hauled up by the Election
Commission after its chief
Laloo Prasad distributed cash
among poor Dalits at a recent
public meeting — is under-
stood to have met the poll
panel and demanded action.

TV grabs showed Fernan-
des purportedly giving a 500-
rupee note to a man at a hospi-
tal in Muzaffarpur, his Lok
Sabha constituency. Beside
the man stood Sunita Devi,
who had tried to kill herself on
Thursday. Sunita Devi’s rick-

shaw-pulletr husband Tuntun
Paswan is fighting blood can-
cer. Unable to cope with grind-
ing poverty, she had decided to
end her life with her two chil-
dren— Abhishek, 5, and Abhi-
jit, 2 — by jumping into the
Buri Gandak river. They were
saved by fishermen.

District magistrate S.K.
Mishra visited the hospital
and took Sunita Devi’s state-
ment after a private cable cha-
nnel showed the footage. Repo-
rts said the woman acknowl-
edged before the official that
“netaji” — but she is not sure
if it is Fernandes — gave her a
500-rupee note, which Mishra
apparently took from her.

“The incident, if true,isa
clear violation of the model
code of conduct,” the district
magistrate said.

Fernandes, who was on his

No money has gone
from my hands nor did 1
have any money
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~ Laloo gets a stick to
,beat George with.

way to Chhapra to kick d? the
Janata Dal (United)’s poll cam-
paign, denied the allegation.
“No money has gone from my
hands nor did I have any mo-
ney,” he said. The allegations,
he added, were “a lie” and thr-
eatened to sue for defamation.

However, unconfirmed re-
ports later said Fernandes ac-
cepted he had given money
and said if helping the needy
was a crime, he is ready to face
any punishment.State BJP
chief Gopal Narayan Singh
said: “After all, he (Fernandes)
gave the money not for buying
sweets but to help a family in
dire straits.”

In Delhi, poll panel sources
said the commission would
pursue a similar line of action
as it did against Laloo Prasad
if there is evidence that Fer-
nandes, too, distributed cash.
“We have not received any for-
mal complaint. But in the
event that there is evidence,
you can expect us to be even-
handed,” said a source.

The commission will meet
tomorrow to discuss the model
code violations.

HPicture on Page 6 /
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NEW DELHI, Dec. 24. —
Union Railway minister
and Rashtriya Janata Dal

chief Mr Lalu Prasad
_ today told the Election
Commission that neither
he nor his party has violat-
‘ed the model of conduct.

In a major blow to the
party in the run-up to the
Assembly elections in
Bihar, the RID chief was
accused of distributing
money to voters last week.
In this context, the
Election Commission had
issued a show-cause notice
to him on Monday seeking
his reply on why his party
should not be de-recog-
nised for “disregarding
and failing” to abide by
the model code of conduct
and its lawful directions to
ensure free and fair polls.
It had asked him to file his
reply by 3 p.m. today.

“I have submitted the
reply in writing. I have told
them the truth,” he toid
reporters after nearly an

our-long meeting with

hief Election Commi-
ssioner Mr TS Krishna-
murthy, here today.

Mr Prasad claimed that
neither he nor his party
workers had violated the
model code of conduct.
Unlike in the past, he
seemed to be on the
defensive today as he said:
“We have always respect-
ed the Commission’s deci-
sions. We have never given
any bribe to anyone.”

%) e

Report submitted

NEW DELHI, Dec. 24. — A
senior Election Commission
official today submitted a
“factual” report on the alleged
misuse of government
machinery and violation of
model code of conduct in
Bihar. “A factual report has
been submitted to the
Commission and it is for it to
decide”, EC Advisor Mr KJ
Rao, who was sent to Patna
to monitor the now-cancelled
RJD rally on 23 December
said. He, however, refused to
disclose his findings. — PTI

“Whatever we have to
say we have told the EC,”
Mr Prasad said.

On the issue of his
demand for a one-day poll
in the state instead of the
three-phased polls  as
announced by the EC, he
said the commission told
him it faced a problem over
the availability of paramili-
tary forces for conducting
polls on a single day.

“Since the three-phased
elections anyway end on
23 February, there will be
no problem in presenting
the Railway budget,” the
railway minister added.

On the last minute can-
cellation of his rally earlier
scheduled for 23 Dec-
ember in Patna, the RID
chief said the Election
Commission had nothing
to do with this decision.
The railway minister said
the Commission had not
banned the rally but he
himself cancelled it to
avoid any embarrassment.
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AHEAD FOR TROUBLE Mr Lalu Prasad steps out of the Election Commlsslon on Fnday —PT!

Sonia joins Bihar pantheon

Statesman News Sarvice

PAINA, Deco 240 -~ Bi-
har's first family of deitics
has a new addition. Mrs
Sonia Gandhi, whom RJD
supporters consider the
‘apostle’ of supreme sacri-
fice, has now been given the
status of ‘living deity’.

Mrs Gandhi’s new rank
was formalised by RID
supporters yesterday who
put her image on the
pedestral hitherto
reserved for the raja of
Bihar and his wife.

The RJID chief is usually

depicted as a reincarna-
tion Lord Krishna. His
better half is called the
devi, firmly ensconced as
she is in the seat of power.
But that’s old hag.

This is the second ‘hon-
our’ for the Congress Pre-
sident in a week. Earlier,
she lost the top slot to Ms
Condoleezza Rice in the
worldwide list of Women of
2004 published by The
Guardian. Mrs Gandhi,
incidentally, is described as
a politician with humility.

The ceremony drew an
impressive crowd when
the RJID student’s wing

began performing a puja
after installing the idols of
Mr Prasad, Mrs Gandhi
and Mrs Rabri Devi at the
Rajendranagar Terminal
here. Sharing space were
idols of Mr AB Vajpayee
and Mr LK Advani, pre-
dictably, as devils.

There were six statues at
the makeshift stage with
Mother India in the mid-
dle. To her extreme left was
a statue of Mr Prasad carry-
ing a chakra. By his side, in
the form of the ‘Goddess of
sacrifice’ a likeness of Mrs
Gandhi stood armed with
bows and arrows.
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QUICK ON THE heels of the announcement of
elections to the Assemblies of Bihar, Tharkhand
and Haryana comes controversy. In the middle
of the storm is — who else but Lalu Prasad,
caught on camera distributing 100-rupee notes
in a Dalit locality. Since the act violates the
Model Code of Conduct, the Election Commis-
sion has directed that a First Information Re-
port be filed against the Railway Minister. There
is no doubt that Mr. Prasad committed a grave
error by seeming to offer monetary induce-
ments to a section of voters. The Minister ought
to have acted with greater responsibility, for the
sake of propriety and knowing that he would be
keenly watched by the legion of opponents he
has made in the 15 years he has been at the
helm of Bihar politics. The pity is that he hardly
needed to resort to any kind of skulduggery to
win this contest. Having lost two successive
elections — the 14th general election in May
2004 and then the Maharashtra State Assembly
contest in October 2004 — the National Demo-
cratic Alliance is on the back foot, whether in
Bihar, Jharkhand or Haryana.

Indeed the NDA has a lot more riding on this
round of contests than the Congress-led alli-
ance, which is much better placed to endure
any setbacks (after performing above expecta-
tions in recent electoral battles). Mr, Prasad’s
Rashtriya Janata Dal is itself on a hat trick, hav-
ing clinched two victories in a row, the last time
seemingly from the jaws of defeat. The RJD
fought and won that election single-handedly
— and against a formidable Opposition. Since
then the picture has changed substantially.
First, Bihar hasbeen partitioned to yield Jhark-
hand, which has worked to the advantage of the
RJD. Mr. Prasad’s party held only nine seats in
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South Bihar (which went on to become Jhark-
hand) as opposed to 115 in the rest of the State.
Secondly, in the 2004 general election, Mr. Pra-
sad put together a virtually unbeatable alliance
with the Congress and the Lok Jana Shakti Party
led by Ram Vilas Paswan.

The NDA, on the other hand, is a shadow of
itself, its ranks depleted by desertions and its
self-image dented by successive electoral de-
feats. The exit of Mr. Paswan has added to its
woes, which must explain why the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party and the Janata Dal (U) have em-
barked on a mission to win back the Dalit leader
at any cost, even offering to project him as the
alliance’s Chief Ministerial candidate. That Mr.
Paswan and Mr. Prasad have fallen out is a
hopeful sign for the NDA even though the LJSP
leader seems wary of renewing his ties with the
twice-defeated alliance. In Jharkhand, the BjP
faces a bleak situation. Not only is Chief Minis-
ter Arjun Munda ranged against an Opposition
{the Congress, the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha,
and the RJD) whose defeat is statistically im-
probable. He also needs to contend with raging
dissidence [three former JD (U) Ministers joined
the RJD on Sunday}, not to mention his own
abysmal incumbency record. In Haryana, the
BJP is even worse off than in Bihar and Jhark-
hand. Before the Lok Sabha election, the BJP
severed its alliance with the Om Prakash Chau-
tala-led Indian National Lok Dal, seeing the
partnership as a needless liability. The break-up
resulted in a Congress sweep: the Congress won
nine of the 10 Lok Sabha seats, polling 42.1 per
cent of the vote, and leaving only Sonepat to the
BJP. Since then the Haryana Vikas Party has
merged with the Congress in a signal that noth-
ing succeeds like sticcess.




/ ihar, Jharkhand,

Haryana go to the

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 17. Elections to
the Bihar and Jharkhand Assem-
blies will be held in three phases
in February 2005 and Haryana
will have a day’s polling, the
Election Commission an-
nounced today. While the whole
of Haryana will go to the polis on
February 3 along with the extre-
mist-infested areas of Bihar and
Jharkhand, elections to the re-
maining Assembly segments of
the two States will be spread
over February 15 and 23. Count-
ing of votes will be taken up on
February 27 and the election
process will end by March 5.
The Chief Election Commis-
sioner, T.S, Krishnamurthy, said
the model code of conduct
comes into effect along with his
announcement of the election
schedule. The code, he said, was
applicable to the three States. It
would be binding on the Central
Government too vis-a-vis any
announcement relating to Bi-
har, Jharkhand and Haryana.
The terms of the Assemblies
of Bihar and Jharkhand are slat-
ed to expire on March 6, and that
of Haryana on March 8. In all,
elections would be held to 243
Assembly segments in Bihar, 90
in Haryana and 81 in Jharkhand.
As for the phase-wise break-

up of constituencies in the two
States where polling is to be
staggered, the CEC said a sepa-
rate notification would be is-
sued. The extremist-infested
areas of Bihar and Jharkhand
would go to the polls in the first
phase. The schedule had been
drawn up after taking into ac-
count the Government holidays,
school examinations and the
time needed to move security
forces. The Commission had de-
cided not to allow any photog-

‘Schedule for Assembly elections

;W?polls in February

raphy — still or video — inside
polling stations. It would deploy
one general observer in each As-
sembly segment and at least one
expenditure observer in every
district instead of the earlier
practice of deploying two gener-
al observers and one expendi-
ture observer in each district.
Officials employed in the
State would be assigned areas
through a computerised ran-
dom selection to ensure impar-

tiality.

Bihar, Jharkhand

|
iHaryana - :
; PHASE-1 | PHASE2 | PHASES
| 28012005
hgﬁuggﬁg 17012005 05-02-2005
28012005 | 07-02-2005
t,%m:s&a{;o& | 20-01-2005 | 20-01-2005 | 31-01-2005 | 09-02-2005
candidatures |

Counting of votes | 27.02-2005
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NCP stakes

New Delhi: With numbers in his favour, NCP
chief Sharad Pawar on Sunday met Congress
president Sonia Gandhi and staked claim for
Maharashtra chief ministership for his party,
which has emerged as the single largest party
in the assembly polls. “We are ready to show
our figure. Our position is good,” Pawar said
here soon after the meeting, the first between
the two leaders after the polls.

Pawar, who had late in the evening on Sat-
urday asserted his party was entitled to have
the chief ministership, said the 1999 formula

u .
claim_ to
\ (\r&w
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was discussed in the meeting with Sonia. Un-
der the formula, NCP had conceded chief min-
ister’s post to the national party which had
more number of MLASs. In the just- conclded
- polls, NCP has won 71 seats and the Congress
69. To a question about the Congress claiming
that the three seats won by the CPM, to which
it had allotted five, should be added to its kitty,
Pawar said, “We are prepared to discuss any
methodology” and make a list of MLAs sup-
porting each of the alliance partners.

All &y

Pawar said he did not dispute the Congress
claim of support of left parties as they had alot-
ted seats to the CPM.

However, he said, “We can also show our
supporters. There are 9 to 10 idependents who
back us.” NCP leader Praful Patel will meet
senior Congress leader Ahmed Patel and ex-
change list of supporters of either parties to
show who has more numbers, Pawar said.
Senior party leaders Tariq Anwar, D P Tri-

‘12 Indian Air Force, iicluding sumi

v
pathi and Praful Patel will attend the NCP leg-
islature party meeting in Mumbai on Monday.

“They will interact with the MLAs and come
back to Delhi,” Pawar said.

Asked how much time would it take to select
the chief minister, he said, “The process could
take two to four days. Last time (in 1999) it took
10 days.” Whether any names were discussed
for the post of the chief minister, Pawar replied
in the negative.

In the 288-member Maharashtra assembly,
the Congress has won 69 seats and its junior
partner NCP, which contested just 124 con-
stituencies, has secured 71 seats. NCP ally RPI
(A) has got one seat and the Congress ally CPM,
three.

Jana Surajya Shakti, born out of a fight with
NCP, has secured three seats.

The Shiv Sena-BJP combine got 119 seats
with the Maharashtra party bagging 62 on its
own and the national party 56. Their ally
Swatantra Bharat Party, headed by Sharad
Joshi, got one seat. e7
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AWESOME: Lakhs of Mumbaikars crowded Marine Drive on Sunday to witness the spectacular air show organised by IAF and Al to
colfimemorate

- JRD Tata’s bIFth centenary and 50 years of Air Marshal S Mukherjee becoming the first indian air chief. The excitement was
matched by Anil Kumble's exploits in the second India-Australia Test match at Chennai. Kumble (6 for 130) and Harbhajan Singh (3 for 110)
have put the home team within sight of victory. India, needing 229 to win, were 19 for no loss at close of play. P 21
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BIG FLOP

Mayavati’s Bahujan

Samaj Party scored a

duck at the hustings

after contesting in
272 seats

OTHER FLOPS

% %ﬁ Rdidekd

Fashion designer
Shaina NC lost from
Bandra in her
maiden election fight

Shashi Prabhu,
secretary of actor
Govinda, lost from

Borivli

Deepak Nikhalje, the
brother of gangster
Chhota Rajan, lost
from Chembur

Arun Gawli won
the Chinchpokli
seat by 8,000
votes

Chhagan Bhujbal
beat J.K. Patil of the
Shiv Sena from Yelva
in Nashik districtby a
margin of 35,649 votes

Merger
whiff in
NCP-Cong
tango

K. SUBRAHMANYA

New Delhi, Oct. 16: The Ma-
harashtra election verdict has
come as a lease of life to the
Nationalist Congress Party
headed by Sharad Pawar.

Retaining power in the
state was very important for
the party which not long ago
was struggling tq maintain its
separate identity with top le-
aders contemplating a return
to parent party Congress.

The NCP, in alliance with
the Congress, has not only re-
tained power but may have
won a bonus by way of chief
ministership. It has emerged
as the single-largest party in
the new Assembly, winning 71
seats — four more than the
Congress — in the 288-mem-
ber House.

The strong position the
NCP finds itself in owes great-
ly to Pawar’s assessment
ahead of May’s Lok Sabha
polls that he needed an elec-
toral alliance with the Con-
gress to remain relevant in
Maharashtra and national pol-
itics.

That realisation prompted
Pawar to virtually bury the
issue of Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi’s foreign origin that
caused him to break away and
form the NCP in May 1999.

Even though Pawar joined
hands with the Congress to
form a coalition government
in Maharashtra after the Octo-
ber 1999 Assembly elections,
he continued to oppose the
party nationally until earlier
this year. However, the NCP
chief decided to join hands
with the Congress to fight the
parliamentary polls.

i

With ﬁis health problems
mounting, Pawar is seen as no
lqnger

&r and retain its identity as a

possessing the quali-
f

strong regional party. This re-
alisation is what made many
of his senior colleagues mull
rejoining the Congress on the
eve of Lok Sabha and Assem-
bly elections alike.

Nor does the NCP have an
undisputed number two. The-

Smiles for Pawar, fro

Sushil Kumar Shinde being greeted by grandson Veer after winning from Sholapur. (PTI)

re is talk that Pawar would ha-
ve been spared the headache of
looking for a chief ministerial
candidate if the Congress had
won just a few more seats. The
NCP leader may be worried at
the prospect of intra-party ri-
valry over the top post.

VA

NCP insiders, say left to
himself, Pawar would be
happy to allow the Congress’
Sushil Kumar Shinde to con-
tinue as chief minister. The
party chief might thus be com-
pelled to move even closer to
the Congress.
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wns in BIP

Pramod down,
who's up?

RADHIKA RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, Oct. 16: When the
BJP suffered its first “shock”
defeat in May 2004 after the
Lok Sabha polls, the mourni-
ng was short-lived. The knives
were in their place, nor was
any leader out to score brown-
ie points against another.

A week later, however, wh-
en Atal Bihari Vajpayee sugge-
sted that Gujarat chief minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s post-Go-
dhra “excesses” were respons-
ible for the rout, all hell broke
loose. First the RSS, then M.
Venkajah Naidu and lastly
Modi cried foul and silenced
his brand of moderation.

Even the supposed Vajpay-
ee loyalist, Pramod Mahajan,
quietly advised his mentor not
to meddle with Modi for fear of
nettling the BJP’s Hindutva
vote bank in Maharashtra.

But there was more to the
nuggets of counsel doled out
to Vajpayee. It appeared as
though the party’'s GeNext
was gearing itself to effect
what a representative called a
“generational change”.

The insinuations were fin-
ally put in perspective by Ad-
vani, who in a TV interview
said by the time the next Lok
Sabha elections are here, he
and Vajpayee would be into
their eighties and, perhaps,
“unfit” (not necessarily physi-
cally) to lead the party More so
because the Congress would
have youngster Rahul Gandhi
to show to the electorate.

But as Advani would not
take names, the conundrum of
“who after Vajpayee and Ad-
vani” persisted.

If the Sena-BJP had won
the Maharashtra battle, Mah-
ajan would have been a fron-
trunner because he made the
election his solo show. But now
that the die is cast, it is clear
who is up and who is down:

# Pramod Mahajan: The
clear loser. He hoped to end his
“kshetriya sanyaas” (regional

seclusion) and make a grand
re-entry into the capital. Al-
though it looked like the BJP
would continue with Naidu as
president, a Maharashtra win
would have made Mahajan a
de facto head overseeing the
next round of elections in Bi-
har, Jharkhand and Haryana.
B Arun Jaitley: The distinct
gainer. The Mahajan-Jaitley
popularity sweepstakes were
first debated when the BJP
won Madhya Pradesh (with
Jaitley as guardian) and Raja-
sthan (under Mahajan) last
November. The Mahajan camp
argued that a comparison was
“unfair” as Madhya Pradesh
had virtually come on a platter
after the Congress blew up its
second mandate while, in Raj-
asthan, Ashok Gehlot was a
“tougher” adversary.
B Sushma Swaraj: Neither
here nor there. Her threat to
adopt a widow’s life if Sonia
Gandhi became Prime Minis-
ter and the Veer Savarkar sat-
yagraha in Andaman backfir-
ed. But Sushma is still ackn-
owledged as the BJP’s biggest
vote-catcher after Vajpayee.
B Venkaiah Naidu; In peren
nial trouble. A fresh round o
rumblings to replace him sta-
rted today. The argument now
is that if Mahajan is made the
fall guy for Maharashtra, why
should Naidu escape the
blame for the Lok Sabha polis?
W Uma Bharti: In sanyas. The
sanyasin’s future would rest
solely on the BJP reviving Hi-
ndutva.
W Narendra Modi: The quest-
ion is whether he will survive
another rebellion. Apparently;
the dissidents were told by the
Delhi bosses to wait till the
Maharashtra polls.
W Rajnath Singh: Has made
no impact in Uttar Pradesh
and is hardly known outside.
With so many things going
against the BJP’s GeNext, pa-
rty sources conceded that
its best bet was still good old
Vajpayee.

KAY BENEDICT

New Delhi, Oct. 16: The Ma-
harashtra election results ha-
ve helped pollsters salvage th-
eir reputation, with most get-
ting the poll tally right.

Psephologists had ended
up with egg on their face after
last May’s Lok Sabha electi-
ons, which most got complete-
ly wrong. The majority had
written off the Congress and
its allies, saying the National
Democratic Alliance would re-
turn to power.

But the results proved the
pollsters wrong, making them
the butt of ridicule and shat-
tering the people’s faith in
election surveys.

However, today’s Assembly
results have brought the smile
back to their lips even if do-
ubting Thomases in the Con-
gress and BJP alike were un-
willing to believe exit polls till
this afternoon.

Reacting to the forecast
today, senior BJP leader Arun
Jaitley had described the ver-
dict as a “cracked mirror”.

The  Telegraph-STAR
News-AC-Nielsen survey, whi-
ch gave the Congress-Nation-
alist Congress Party 142 seats,
the BJP-Shiv Sena 122 and oth-
ers 24, got the numbers right.

Pollsters find

. i

Pramod Mahajan at a
news conference in
Mumbai. (PTI)

Its region-wise forecast was
quite accurate too.

Aaj Tak had the Congress-
NCP at 140-150 seats, the BJP-
Sena at 100-110 and others be-
tween 30 and 40. Zee News gave
125 seats to the Congress-NCP
combine, 115 to the rival al-
liance and 48 to others.

Among television chan-

nels, NDTV got it wrong for it
projected 125-135 seats for the
BJP-Sena, 120-135 seats for the
Congress-led alliance and be-
tween 30 and 45 for the other
players.

The Congress was nervous
over the election predictions,
but the BJP was more vocal in
trashing the exit poll projec-
tions.

Rejecting the surveys, Jait-
ley had said: “The Congress is
facing a considerable anti-in-
cumbency factor and the exis-
tence of the rebels has hurt
the Congress-NCP and is more
advantageous to us.”

BJP spokesperson Muk-
htar Abbas Nagvi had added:
“Maharashtra is reeling un-
der an anti-incumbency fac-
tor.”

The response of Margaret
Alva, the Congress leader in
charge of the Maharashtra
elections, was: “If we go by the
exit polls, then we will be hav-
ing a government of Indepen-
dents.”

Bahujan Samaj Party chief
Mayavati was also unhappy
with pollsters for saying her
party, which contested 272 se-
ats, might not do as well as ex-
pected. The BSP as well as the
Samajwadi Party, which con-
tested 95 seats, drew a blank.

Left Front candidate Abu
Sufiyan after his bypoll win
in Calcutta on Saturday. (PTI)

OUR BUREAU

Calcutta, Oct. 16: The Left
Front strengthened its politi-
cal sway in the city by retain-
ing all three Assembly
seats which went to byelec-
tions on October 9 by greater
margins.

The results were a setback
for the principal Opposition
party, the Trinamul Congress,
which was relegated to a poor
third in Entally and Joraba-
gan. It came second in Shyam-
pukur.

The three seats fell vacant
after front legislators Subrata
Basu of the Forward Bloc, and
Mohammad Selim and Sud-
hangshu Sil of the CPM were
elected to the Lok Sabha in
May.

The CPM’s Abu Sufian
won from Entally by a record
margin of 51,101 votes against
his nearest Congress rival
Khalid Abdullah.

Trinamul nominee Man-
zar Igbal polled only 6883
votes.

At Jorabagan, Parimal
Biswas, a local CPM council-
lor, defeated Rajesh Sinha of
the Congress by 14,239
votes. Trinamul’s Sanjoy Bak-
shi, a Mamata loyalist, came
third.

The Bloc’s Jiban Saha won
from Shyampukur by a mar-
gin of 29,694 votes.

Here, Trinamul’s Madan
Mitra was ahead of Congress
nominee Shivaji Sinha Roy by
about 5,500 votes and ook the
second position.

While state CPM secretary
Anil Biswas hailed the victory
of Front candidates as “anoth-
er instance of the people’s
trust in us”, Trinamul
spokesperson Partha Chatter-
jee said the result was the
“natural outcome of the
largescale rigging conducted
by the Marxists on the bypoll
day”.

Mitra said a large number
of genuine voters were not
allowed to exercise their
franchise by “CPM goons who
forcibly occupied many
polling booths at Shyam-
pukur”.

State Congress leaders,
too, castigated the Marxists
for winning the bypolls “by
unfair means”, but expressed
satisfaction that its candidates
came second at Entally and
Jorabagan.

“CPM workers did not
allow the people to cast their
votes in many booths. Our
party’s performance would
have been much better if

Left keeps Calcutta

there was a free and fair by-
election,” said state Congress

general secretary Manas
Bhuniya.
The results show a steady

erosion of Trinamul’s support
base in the city. The party’s
electioneering was hampered
not only by chronic infighting,
but also Mamata’s virtual ab-
sence from the poll arena.

Mayor Subrata Mukherjee
had opposed Bakshi’s nomina-
tion at Jorabagan and refused
to campaign for him.

Mamata, recuperating
from the injuries she received
when a dais she was speaking
from collapsed in Midnapore
on August 9, paid a whirlwind
visit to the three constituen-
cies for a few hours only a
couple of days before the by-
polls. She also faced criticism
for nominating Mitra, a
resident of south Calcutta,
for Shyampukur in the
north.

Compared to the lacklustre
campaign of the Congress and
Trinamul, the CPM’s rallies
and door-to-door canvassing
were well organised.

There was a dispute be-
tween the Bloc and the CPM
over nominating Saha for
Shyampukur, but the dispute
was quickly resolved.

Morale booster poll lost,

RADHIKA RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, Oct. 16: For the
BJP, the Maharashtra elec-
tion was a “make-or-mar”
one for more than one reas-
on. At stake was not just
Pramod Mahajan’s destiny
but in a sense the party’s.

If Maharashtra was won,
the BJP believed it would be
the morale booster it needed
before it took on the might of
Laloo Prasad Yadav, the halo
of “martyrdom” around Shi-
bu Soren and the collective
power of the Congress-Bansi
Lal combine in the February
2005 elections.

More important, it was
expected to reinforce the BJP
theory that the UPA govern-
ment was an “aberration” —
that it lacked popular legiti-
macy and would have to go

sooner or later, either th-
rough paranormal configu-
ration or political realign-
ment.

First the BJP played with
stars, literally. It peddled the
“prediction” of an in-house
astrologer that the Manmo-
han Singh government wo-
uld fall on September 26, the
Prime Minister’s birthday,
and either Atal Bihari Vajpa-
yee would be back or a BJP-
backed dispensation would
be in place.

When nothing happened,
the BJP outlined a scenario
in which some UPA consti-
tuents like the DMK, NCP
and the Lok Janshakti Party
would quit the coalition after
the Maharashtra election,
which it was certain to win.

Sensing the BJP was back
in the reckoning, these par-

ties would team up with the
Samajwadi Party, Janata Dal
(United) and other NDA con-
stituents and have an alter-
native formation headed ei-
ther by M. Karunanidhi or
Mulayam Singh Yadav, with
George Fernandes as the de-
puty Prime Minister. The
BJP would support it from
outside.

The scenario went for a
toss today and the BJP’s im-
mediate concern was how it
would face the next round of
polls.

The cadre were down and
out after the “shock” defeat
in the Lok Sabha polls, the
leadership was in disarray as
a section of the party be-
lieved that Vajpayee and L.K.
Advani were “spent” forces
and there was no clear alter-
native emerging from the

second rung.

Ideologically, the party
was at the crossroads, won-
dering if development and
governance made more sense
to people than Hindutva.

A meeting of the RSS in
Hardwar in early November
was expected to yield direc-
tion on these aspects, BJP
sources said.

After the Lok Sabha rout,
the RSS had indicated to Ad-
vani that there should be an
organisational overhaul if
the BJP was to be taken seri-
ously again.

Sources said the RSS sug-
gested that M. Venkaiah Nai-
du should be replaced as pa-
rty president. But it was told
everything would be put on
hold until the Maharashtra
elections.

Sources said the RSS felt

BJP plans go awry

it had an upper hand vis-a-vis
the BJP and would demand
that Naidu should go.

If an appropriate succes-
sor was not found immediate-
1y, the Sangh could consider
having Murli Manohar Joshi
as the “transitional” party
chief for a while. Advani and
Vajpayee would function as
“honorary” advisers.

The Sangh’s assessment
was that none of the second-
rank leaders was suitable for
the job. Advani may report-
edly urge the Sangh to put its
blueprint on hold again till
the Bihar polls.

Even if the RSS was un-
able to effect a leadership
change immediately, sources
said it would ask the party to
revert to its Jan Sangh line,
the “back-to-basics” ideology
that Naidu talked of after the

Lok Sabha polls.

In Maharashtra, Hindut-
va, which was initially of-
fered in the “Savarkar-Tri-
colour” wrapping, was
junked after the state leaders
felt “anti-incumbency” aga-
inst the Congress-NCP gov-
ernment was a catchier slo-
gan,
“The verdict is out. What
is their answer now?” asked
an RSS source. The sources
felt that Hindutva was the an-
swer to prevent the BJP’s
“core” vote from straying
away in Bihar and Jhark-
hand.

This was the reason why
it appointed two upper caste
representatives, C.P. Thakur
and Taranath Jha, as the
vice-chairmen of its Bihar
campaign committee.

Until yesterday, the BJP

hoped a Maharashtra win
may set the momentum for a
new power equation, if not at
the Centre then in Bihar. Its
calculation was that Lok Jan-
shakti Party leader Ram Vil-
as Paswan, who was upset
with Laloo Prasad Yadav,
may relook at the BJP as a
potential winner and join its
alliance with the blandish-
ment of chiefministership.
“That gambit has failed.
Paswan may want to be with

a winning alliance,” a source
said.
BJP sources admitted

they would have to shed their
aggressive ways in Parlia-
ment when the winter ses-
sion starts and begin playing
the role of a “constructive”
Opposition. “May be our dis- -
ruptive ways have not gone
down well with people.”



Left Front wins all 3 seats
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Trinamool and Congress candidates lose their deposits

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, October 16

THE TRINAMOOL Congress
has a bleak future in West Ben-
gal, a smiling CPI(M) state sec-
retary Anil Biswas prophesied
on Saturday as the Left Front
romped home in all the three
seats where by-polls were held,
driving both the Trinamool
Congress and the Congress far
into the back seat and firming
up the red foothold in Kolkata,
till recently known as a weak
turf of the Left.

The Trinamool lost its de-
posits in Entally and Joraba-
gan, while the Congress in En-
tally and Shyampukur. In all
three seats, even the combined
votes polled by the Trinamool
and the Congress was far less
that that of the Left.

In Entally, the CPI(M) candi-
date got 60,736 votes (76.91 per
cent), while the Congress got
9,635 and the Trinamool only
6,883. In Jorabagan, the CPI(M)
candidate received 23,418 (58.45
per cent) votes. The Congress
got 9,179 and the Trinamool
6,795. In Shyampukur the For-
ward Bloc candidate got 38,694
(74.33 per cent) while the Con-
gress got 3,490 and the Tri-
namool 9,000.

Explaining the reason why
the entire Opposition was
trounced in all three Kolkata
seats, Anil Biswas said that the
Opposition supporters were po-
litically demoralised and had
decided not to vote at all. “On
the other hand, though we were
weak in the cities in the past,
we are now able to convince the
voters better. We will have to
keep it up,” Biswas said.

Even as the CPI(M) leader
brushed away allegations of ri-
gging on the day of the poll, bo-
th the Trinamool Congress and
the Congress insisted that the
results did not reflect the true
mood of the voters. “We are re-
vamping our party and will en-
sure that in future the people
resist the CPI(M)’s rigging and
cast their votes,” Trinamool

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

leader Pankaj Banerjee said.

Though insisting that the
CPI(M) had rigged the polls,
the Congress, however, added
salt to the Trinamool’s injury
saying that it was time they se-
riously considered returning
to the state Congress without
much fuss.

The Trinamool should not re-
tain their separate existence
and help the CPI(M). It is time
the leaders, including Mamata
Banerjee herself, decide to wrap
up their party and return to the
Congress,” state Congress gen-
eral secretary Manas Bhuinya

said. He claimed his gesture of
welcoming Mamata back to the
Congress had the sanction of
senior party leaders, including
Pranab Mukherjee and Priya
Ranjan Das Munshi.
Resentment surfaced within
the Trinamool itself, as the par-
ty general secretary Sultan
Ahmed observed that humilia-
tion of the party in repeated
elections in the state was the re-
sult of the Trinamool’s contin-
uing association with the BJP.
“The party should intro-
spect on why people of West
Bengal are rejecting us in

17 077 2004

every election. An anti-NDA
wave is still sweeping across
the country, which is evident
in the Maharashtra Assembly
elections also. Our association
with the BJP is a liability. We
should come out of the NDA,”
Ahmed said.

Going a step forward, Tri-
namool Congress MLA Tapas
Roy said it was time the party

" gave up its alliance with the

BJP and joined hands with the
Congress instead to put up a
united fight against the CPI(M)
in the next Assembly poll slat-
ed for 2006.

-
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BJP hoycotts ceremon\( AICC keen on M|th| as deputy CM

HT Correspondent
Guwahati, October 16

GEGONG APANG began his
seventh innings as the chief
minister of Arunachal Prad-
esh today after being admin-
istered the oath of office and
secrecy by Governor V.C.
Pande at Raj Bhavan.

The ceremony was boy-
cotted by all nine newly-
elected BJP legislators. It
was a brief affair since the
swearing-in of the new coun-
cil of ministers was “kept in
abeyance”.

The official invitation
card had, however, said all
ministers would be sworn
in. Apang later said he had
no intention of creating sus-
pense about his ministry.

“The new ministers will
be sworn in after the high
command approves a list of
names,” he said.

The 57-year-old Apang,
who is in his 21st year as
chief minister intermittent-
ly since January 18, 1980, is
expected to leave for New
Delhi on Sunday carrying
with him a list of probables.

He will be accompanied by
PCC president Mukut Mithi,
party source said here today
adding its two working pres-
idents — Takam Sanjay and
Nabam Tuki are also likely
to go with him.

The composition of the

: ’:aded cong gavemmeﬂts m i
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sd Arunachal Congress

- and tieaded the regional party |
““‘government in 1996 when the
~United Frant government
riled New belhi

ministry has become an im-
portant issue within the par-
ty with a section of it oppos-
ing Apang.

The situation has been
compounded by the fact that
since the regulation down-
scaling of the ministry to
only 12, including the CM,
there can no longer be jumbo
ministries as in the past. Li-
miting the size of his minist-
ry to a dozen would be a tou-
gh balancing act for Apang,
who has to ensure propor-
tionate representation of 28
major tribes and over 140
sub-tribes in the Assembly.

Apang has put the onus on
the Congress high command

. to decide if a deputy chief

minister will be appointed.
The high command, it is
learnt, is keen on making
Mithi the deputy CM in or-
der to keep his followers hap-
pY. Mithi, the state Congress
president, had been a con-
tender for the CM’s post be-

4 > Headed the United Democrat-

it From government in August:

2003 after tupnﬁng Mithi
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»Apang sworn in as the head of

another Congress govers:
ment on October 16, 2004

fore the AICC decided on Au-
gust 13 to hand over the ba-
ton to Apang.

But Mithi’'s supporters
had raised objections, saying
it was unfair for the party to
ignore loyalists and reward
turncoats. Mithi, though,
congratulated Apang imme-
diately after the swearing in
ceremony, betraying no signs
of the cold war between the
two. Mithi — a Congress
chief minister for four years
till Apang engineered a de-
fection to form the BJP min-
istry last year — was clearly
disgruntied with the election
of the CLP leader.

Speaking about the crucial
CLP meeting on Wednesday
night, sources said CWC
member Ramesh Chennitha-
1a, the AICC secretary in-
charge of Arunachal who
was camping here during the
polls, had pacified Mithi and
his followers at the CLP meet-
ing on October 13 to allow an

unanimous election of Apang
for the sake of the unity of
the party.

Chennithala first reasoned
with Sanjay, who had earlier
made a statement to the Press
that Apang’s election as CM
would be dangerous for the
party. Sanjay reportedly told
the CWC member that his
main objection to Apang be-
coming the CM was his “aya
ram gaya ram culture since
he (Apang) ran away from the
party when the colour of the
Centre changed”.

However, Chennithala
convinced Sanjay, who in
turn talked to Mithi to bow
out of the race for the CLP
leadership. The Mithi group
expects that they will be
compensated by the party
high command by being al-
lIotted plum portfolios.

Assam truce

THE ASSAM government on
Saturday asked security
forces to stop operations aga-
inst the National Democratic
Front of Bodoland (NDFB)
after the rebel group accept-
ed a government ceasefire of-
fer, officials said. “After we got
a written communiqué from
the NDFB expressing their de-
sire for a ceasefire, we have de-
cided to reciprocate,” state
Health Minister Bhumidhar
Barman said.



ua G| 4840300
uo pray 2q prnom Aue J ‘3urfjod
-a1 pres eyf (%Sy) reqelemQ
—eyoueren|) (%09) BLLN pue
%89) Joysg—ueyisefeq (%09)
Ieyueysaes pue ereylndey

—qelung (%726-58)—(LS) HOUaL
pue (I,S) uspus[osuoy ‘3uruua],
—puere3eN (%S-07) leysered
pue eyeyoN-—Usapeid eAUPRIA
(%%9) wemoyuoy—mdiu
BN (%99) JIeMOH—sepeid

Aepsaupap, uo peqeyelly ul 3j0A 0} dn enanb uswom wisniy

INJ99B3d S91LIS 97 U m
() Ul 92UIJOIA ||O

T

[eyorWIH (%S9-GS) ‘SorousTINIS
-U09 A[qQUISSSE 9ALJ J0} P[oY Sem
[lod4q sroum ‘yereng (%08-GL)
unum3urod—eon (%S9) UBIoON
—Uuressy ‘%Lg Jeseujesy pue
2,CG aq 0} paldadxa sem Surfod
8y} 3odIppIS S, ysepeld eIypuy
Ul pIes ey ‘seje)s Ul se1ousmils
-U09 A[qUIOSSE SNOLIBA Ul 8381U8D
-Iad 3umjoa Jo dnyealq 3UralD)
‘pres 9y ‘ %0y punote
9 01 ATOYI] SeM ‘ByejRULIRY UT A0
-uanipsuod Arejusuwrerrred Jeprg
Ul Jnouin} Isjoa oy, pres eyr
‘po3rodad JuSPIOUT piemojun ou
Sem aJdY], 'PapIodal sem guljod
%08 Surissjuod st aepex ndded
serfe uefuey yseley arepipued
ary aJ9ym Ieyrg ur Asusnins
1092 eyqes o] eandaypen uj
"9 180300 UO Py aq [[Im $9)0A
Jo Sununo) ‘pres ey JIoouyyy
ur juad Jad (9 pue 1goseq
ur Juao Jad g¢ Je perewIIss sem
Burrod a1 ‘93]S A UT AOUINITIS
-U03 AJqUIasse oM} Id({10 8y} Uy
%61 POP.t0daX

‘persajuod pesdeS PUO NN
J9ISIUTW JOIUD aJaym ‘wesdreyed
pU® %71 SB MO[ S PapIodal jess
Ajquiasse ooffeureled ‘pray aIem
syeas A[quuesse anoj o) [[odAq
AJaUMm JIWYSEY pue nwuwer uy
* 05 GE JSOMO] O[] Paas)SI3al
T[a(] Ul Syees A[quissse Jo Jequmnu
renba ue pue 9,08 JO INOU.IN] JaJ0A
1SSy 9y} popIodal oL Ul auo
pue pueredeN Ul S9IOULMITISUCD
Aquiesse om} a3 ‘pray aJem sfiod
-94q 219Um So]B)S oY) Suoy ‘pres
oy ‘uoneys surpod &p ut Surfjod
-a1 J9pJo ABUW UOISSTUIIOD 8],
‘8urqrod %09 pojewt
1389 Ue poplodal tndurely Ayred
Surrrod aarjus a3 pusdsns 03 us
-ye) 3ulaq Sem UOTJOE pue ABpeX
Y3SuIS weAeMmp JIo)STUIWl JOrUo
dn 4Aq payeoea 1ess sy ‘Tandurey
Ul SJUBIS|JU0d oY JO sU0 UYIm
papnfos uonels suifrod suo ut
£yxed 3urriod ay3 jey} pres eyp
‘s}eas A[qUIosse JoU30 TT UM
Suofe pPRY aiam SflodAq a1
dn ur iees Aquuesse :smb

$}eaS Alquiassy 6¢ ‘ST € 104

) yeeid b

UT oIy Sem auo pue AeJJ Ul sl
Aepex {3ul§ wedemjy Jeistuiul
JOTUD JO Uty B atsym L£oUsnirisuod
eyqes yoT Lmdurejy Ul pesp joys
olom suosIed om} ‘SIYMUBIIA
"3IIULY) 813 Je Jomod pownsse
JuauIBA03 VJ[) 93 Jeye euasg
ATYS-drg uontsoddo a3 pue dON
-$sa.18u0)) duing ay) ussmilaq Jjo
~-20¢] Joleur JS11 a3 ‘s[rod exjysed
-eyeN oY) ur [nyeoead sem 3ur
-1011Rq zoaﬁ BUQIRPIA Ul 1010
-STp HoJIyopes) 1oayed aorjod € U0
soYITExeN 4q doene ue Surileyq
TUTE( Ut S10310d81 Plo) BUL N V
JaUOISSIIIUI0D UOI308[a ,‘Yued Jad
09 PUe SG Usam)aq oq 0) pajoadxe ST
(exjyseqeyey U JnouIg 9Y L,
‘Usapeld 11301
UT SOAI] 991U} POWIIR[D 90US[OIA
pareraa-fiod se sojels 91 ssoIoe
peaads sjeas eyqes UeUpIA 6€
pue eyqes yor] 2913 03 sfjodAg
pue A[quiesse exjyseleyepy Joq
-UIoW-88Z 93 JOJ S9J0A J19Y} 158D
Aepsaupap Uo 9181030910 3} Jo
%SG pajeuwlT)se Uy TY[d@ MIN

1%
mco_zm_gm_

\ A

d u1 pajjiy saayL

Cdr o m——

®



55 p. c. polling
m Maharashtra

14 By Our Mumbai Bureau } 5

MUMBAL OCT. 13. The fate of the
2,678 candidates for the 288

. Assembly seats in
Maharashtra was sealed today

. with millions of people
casting their votes and
bringing to an end one of the
most intensely contested
elections. According to
estimates, the polling
percentage was around 55.

Barring a few minor
incidents of violence in the
naxalite-affected Gadchiroli
district, polling passed off
peacefully. In the Konkan
region and in Pune, clashes
were reported. In Mumbai,
over 200 people were affected
by food poisoning in the
Nagpada area of central
Mumbai when they consumed
sweets distributed near the
booths.

The Chief Electoral Officer
of Maharashtra, U.P.S. Madan,
told reporters that by 3.30
p.m., 45 per cent polling had
taken place in the State and
he expected that the
percentage would cross 55 per
cent in the remaining two
hours.

. 67 p.c. in Sangrul

The voter turnout was
comparatively high in the
Congress-Nationalist Congress
Party stronghold of western
Maharashtra where the parties
are facing a serious challenge
from rebel candidates. Mr.
Madan said the highest voting
of 67 per cent was recorded in
the Sangrul constituency of
Kolhapur district and 63 per
cent for the Sangoli seat of
Solapur district.

Middle-class apathy

In Mumbai, where each of
the 34 Assembly seats is being
fiercely contested, the
response was not so good

e & X o

with only 38 18 per cept of
the voters turning up. In the
suburbs, the turnout was even
lower at 37 per cent. As is the
norm in Maharashtra’s
capital, polling was higher in
the sium areas than in the
middle-class localities. This,
despite the fact that the
polling day was midweek and
people could not combine it
with the weekend to take
some days off.

Naxalite attack

Mr. Madan and the
Director-General of Police,
K.X. Kashyap, said that police
parties were fired upon by
naxalites in Binagoonda and
Koindur villages in Bhamragad
taluk of Gadchiroli district.
One constable of the State
Reserve Police was injured in
the first incident and a jawan
of the Central Reserve Police
Force was injured in the
second. These did not affect
polling.

In Kodoli village in Panhala
constituency of Kothapur
district, workers of two
candidates clashed at a
polling booth and the battery
unit of the electronic voting
machine (EVM) got detached.
1t was replaced soon and
voting resumed.

Voters of two booths of
Karjat in Ahmednagar district
boycotted polling after a
group clash. In Malton village
of Pune district, dispute over
the identity of two women
voters resulted in the EVM
being thrown down. It was
later replaced. In Kandarpada
polling station, an EVM was
replaced after complaints.

Mr. Kashyap said 40,000
persons were taken into
preventive custody till
Tuesday evening to ensure
peaceful polling.

More reports on Page 11



APANG EDGE OVER MITHI FOR CM’S CHAIR

Arunachal Con

stages co

Oct. 11. - As the Congress
cruised to a lacklustre vic-
tory in the Arunachal
Pradesh Assembly polls
today, the race for the
chief ministerial office
intensified with the incum-
bent, chief minister Mr

Gegong Apang clearly

having a distinct edge over
his arch rival and PCC
chief, Mr Mukut Mithi.
The Congress couid
barely manage to clear the
simple majority mark, bag-

ging 34 of the total 60 seats.

In the wake of Mr Apang’s
return to the Congress
along with his Cabinet col-
leagues, the party was
expecting to repeat its total
sweep of the state as in
1999. The party thought
that with Mr Apang and
others switching from the
BJP to the Congress, there
was hardly any Opposition
left in Arunachal.

This explains why to-
day’s results surprised the
Congress, especially with
the performance of the
“supposedly non-existent”
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Cenfre mulls Manipur adviser

NEW DELHI, Oct. 11. — The Centre is getting serious about
Manipur and as part of the process of easing the situation
there, it is about to create the post of an advisor, Manipur
affairs. A decision is fikely in the next Union Cabinet meeting
on Wednesday and the adviser is likely to brief the Union
home minister, Mr Shivraj Patil and probably, the Prime
Minister's Office. The post will be high-powered — the official
is most certainly going to be equivalent to a top government
official or even higher. The decision comes after the Union
home ministry was criticised over the manner in which the
Manipur situation has so far been handled. — SNS

BJP which won nine seats.
About 25 Congress MLAs
and ministers, including
some high-profile ones,
lost their elections, even as
Independents, mostly
Congress rebels, garnered
an overall tally of 13 seats.

The astute leader, Mr

.Apang, known for his

realpolitiking skills and
networking, is likely to be
elected as the Congress
Legislature Party leader in
a few days. Mr Apang is
believed to be ahead in the
race and numbers game. A
chief minister for nearly
two decades, Mr Apang
could break Mr Jyoti
Basu’s record for the

longest-serving chief min-
ister, if he assumes the
office yet again this time.

Senior AICC leaders
had been negotiating with
Mr Apang to rope him
into the party following
the Lok Sabha polls. They
succeeded after a deal was
struck with Mr Apang
which included the assur-
ance given to him that he
will be unofficially the
party’s chief ministerial
candidate. The Congress
central leadership could
“adjust” Mr Mithi as the
deputy chief minister. Mr
Mithi might even be acco-
mmodated in the Central
government.

l



/fidvantage Cong

but BJP

A
pA-
HT Correspondent
Guwahati, October 10

THE CONGRESS is poised
to return to power in
Arunachal Pradesh, but
only after ceding a few vital
seats to the BJP and its own
rebels contesting as Inde-
pendents.

Of the 43 seats declared
after the first round of
counting today, the Con-
gress won 22 and ally NCP
two. The BJP bagged a sur-
prising six seats while the
local Arunachal Congress,
the party caretaker chief
minister Gegong Apang
had floated but ditched lat-
er on, won one seat. Inde-
pendents, * on the other
hand, triumphed in 12 con-
stituencies, most defeating
their nearest Congress ri-
vals by a wide margin.

Having already won
three seats uncontested, the
Congress and its allies thus
have 27 seats and need an-
other four to have a simple
majority in the 60-member
House. It should be a mere

,gu,eﬂm

too
w) 9
Arunachal polls

Total seats 60
Seats declared 46
Congress 25
independents 12
BJP 6
NCP 2

Arunachal Congress 1

formality on Monday when
the remaining 14 seats are
to be declared.

Poll pundits, though, had
never doubted a Congress
victory, what with Apang’s
BJP government having
joined the party en masse
barely two months before
the October 7 Assembly

gains

. (%CVUA)
polls. But for. Apang, all BJP

leaders had been Congress
ministers or MLAs in the
Mukut Mithi government,
which was toppled in Au-
gust last year.

Mithi won his Roing seat
comfortably while his bete
noire Apang’s fate would be
decided on Monday. The vic-
tory of 12 Independents has
largely beep attributed to
the rivalry between these
two heavyweights, each of
whom allegedly put up
dummies to ensure the de-
feat of Congress candidates
loyal to the other.

Though the Congress is
comfortably placed, it ap-
pears less enthusiastic
about the election result
than the BJP. The saffron
brigade is ecstatic about
winning six seats “defying
the money power of the
Congress”. The victorious
Independents have formed
a forum, leading to suspi-
cion that the Congress and
the BJP have both begun
machinations to strike a
deal with them.

-
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Sonia, Pawar form united

R, Sriram

fgmt cr1t1c1se Team NDA

" NASHIK 5 OCFOBER

ONGRESS president Song/
C Gandhi and her one time

critic-turned-friend Sharad
Pawar presented a picture of uni-
ty and solidarity at a joint rally in
Nashik, hoping that the galvanis-
ing effect of such a joint demon-
stration would spur the Con-
gress-NCP to retain power in this
crucial state.

Ms Gandhi, who spoke in the
politically important Vidarbha re-
gion on Monday, bitterly at-
tacked the saffron combine and
promised the people the moon if
her alliance is voted to power. Mr
Pawar, who suffered a humiliat-
ing reversal a few days back
when Sonia Gandhi did not sup-
port his candidature for the post
of BCCI president, too, slammed
the NDA government when it
was in power at the Centre. He
praised the UPA governiment say-
ing it will fulfil all its promises to
the electorate.

The rally, assuch events go, was
huge and took place in Nashik,
which though nota Congress bas-
tion in recent times, is quite close
to constituencies such as Dhule
and Nandurbar, the traditional
strongholds. Ms Gandhi shared
the dais with Mr Pawar and for a
moment the troubles and the bit-
ter wranglings did not seem to
matter. Opinion polls are already
predicting that the Congress-NCP
combine will bag about 130-140
seats in the 288-member House,
not enough to give them a major-
ity but ahead of the BJP-Sena al-
liance, which is predicted to win
about 110-120 seats.

That factor plus Shiv Sena chief
Bal Thackeray’s decision not to
travel outside Mumbeai, Thane for
campaigning seems to have in-
fused new life into the Congress-
NCP alliance, which is otherwise

facing a rebel onslaught quite un-

HanDs ON: Sonia Gndhi with NCP president Sharad Pawar and
Maharashtra chief minister Sushilkumar Shinde in Nashik on Tuesday. — PT}

heard of in recent times. Mr
Pawar said the Congress NCP will
come back to power and criticised
the Sena-BJP for spreading com-
munal violence and hatred.

Ms Gandhi reiterated the
points she had made in Vidarbha
and Yavatmal on Monday and
Tuesday. She said the two parties
are working together with a joint
election manifesto and are com-
mitted to defeating the saffron al-
liance. She also said the party will
fulfil all its promises and work for
the development of people in
Maharashtra.

The Nashik rally concludes So-
nia Gandhi’s campaigning in the
state. The polls are on October 13
with the results to be declared on
October 16. The Congressison a
relatively safe territory in Nashik
and neighbouring districts but
faces a Herculean task in the big-
ger regions of Vidarbha, western
Maharashtra and Marathwada if
ithasto have any credible chance
of retaining power.

But in both Vidarbha and
Marathwada, the alliance is on
the backfoot. Lack of clarity on
the statehood issue and the strong
BJP-Sena presence means that
the Congressis on a sticky wicket.

Vidarbha sends 66 MLAs,
Marathwada 48 and western Ma-
harashtra 72. The Congress-NCP
is the dominant force in western
Mabharashtra but recent inroads
by Sena-BJP and the emergence
of a number of rebel candidates
looks set to spoil party. In the re-
cently concluded Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the alliance lost two crudial
seats in western Maharashtra —
Khed and Solapur —to the Sena-
BJP. Ujjwala Shinde, the Maha-
rashtra chief minister’s wife was
defeated in Solapur.

Ms Gandhi also criticised the
NDA government for doing
nothing for Maharashtra. “Ma-
harashtra would have seen de-
velopment if we had a govern-
ment at the Centre,” she added.
Lashing out at the NDA rule, Ms
Gandhi said the BJP-led govern-
ment sought to distort history,
“their politics was not clean, the
rule was riddled with corruption
and the confidence of the nation
was intatters.” “The people of the
country taught a lesson to the
Shiv Sena-BJP and their allies at
the Centre. They thought they
could fool the countrymen by is-
suing advertisements but were
defeated,” Ms Gandhisaid.  ,
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By Ramu Bhagwat/TNN Q\

Nagpur: That Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi had touched a
i deep emotional chord with the
: masses by declining to become §
the Prime Minister was inam- §
ple evidence on Monday when §
about one lakh poor voters
turned up to listen to her at
the first election rally she ad-
dressed at Paoni in Bhandara
district. The meeting was fol-
lowed by another one at Gad- |
chiroli which was attended by
50,000 people.

It was Sonia’s first election
i rally after she refused the top
i post. And the new Sonia cer-
i tainly showed more crowd-
i pulling capacity than before.
i “The choice of the venue was
deliberate. It was her wish to
address her first public meeting in a
backward, tribal area,” explained
chief minister Sushilkumar Shinde,
touching an instant chord with the
audience that braved the summer-
like heat to see and hear her.

And playing to the gallery, Sonia,
during her 12-minute address, said,
“I know well the people of Vidarbha
have different aspirations. This is

not a mere e@onfpromise, but my

Sonia Gandhi with CM Sushilkuma

QW

party will do full justice to the re-
gion.” It was her first commitment
to the people of the region who have
stood by the party through thick and
thin for over four decades.

AICC general secretary in charge
of Maharashtra Margaret Alva had
recently claimed in Mumbai that
only 17 per cent of the people of Vi-
darbha wanted statehood. Ignoring
the observation, Sonia dropped

w
r Shinde at Paoni

Justice io People 0f The Region

hints about fulfilling the aspi-
rations of Vidarbhaites.
Picking up local issues, So-
nia assured the people of
eastern Vidarbha districts
that the much-delayed
Gosikhurd irrigation project
would be completed soon.
Drawing lessons from the bat-
1 tering the Congress-NCP
combine received in the re-
gion in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions—it won only one of the
11 seats—five rallies were or-
ganised by the party. This
time, meetings had a marked-
ly different impact and the
crowds had a better chance to
hear and see the Congress
chief as compared to her
road-show last time during
which she just zoomed past
the crowds waving at them.
Sonia will address her last rally in
Vidarbha at Yavatmal on Tuesday
before addressing a joint meeting
with NCP chief Sharad Pawar at
Nashik later in the day. At her rally
in Gadchiroli, Sonia said she was
aware of the long-pending demand
of a railway line for the district and

promised that her party would
out time-bound devel ental
schemes for the area.
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Gong hopes
quashed by
chamhné\“

HT Cor espondent
Siliguri, May 13'; i

CHIEF MINISTER Pawan
Kumar Chamling’s Sikkim
Democratlc Front{(SDF) has
WOn 31 out of the 32 Assem-
/ seats, quashing all hopes
the Congress to come to
pdwer in the state that it in-
cﬁxporated into the Indian
Unlion 29 years ago.
Not“omy this, the SDE wh-
ich had ahgned with the NDA
last time, hahded- out a hu-
m].hatmg defeat to the Con-
gress in “the elections to
Sikkim’s lone LS seat. Its
nobminee Nakuldas Rai beat
the Congress’ Biraj Adhikary
by over 1.2 lakh votes. Rub-
bing salt to Congress’
wounds, the SDF candidates

defeated state Congress chief

and ex-chief minister Nar Ba-
hadur Bhandari in two seats
with convincing margins.
The only solace for the
Congress is the victory of
its nominee, Tshering La-
ma, in the lone non-territo-
rial constituency of Sangha.
The SDF’s outstanding vic-
tory  reconfirmed the
Sikkimese people’s prefer-
ences for regional outfits
over national ones. No na-
tional party has ever come
to’ power in the state

through an election, though °

the Congress ruled the state
for two short periods in the
1970s and 1980s by aligning
with a ruling local party.




> Delhi scurries
to rework sums

OURBUREAU

Hyderabad/New Delhi, May
11: Some time after N. Chan-
drababu Naidu put in his pa-
pers, power went off in his
capital’s business district in
symbolic acknowledgement
of the possible reasons for
his devastating defeat.

As the Congress steam-
rollered its way back to power
in Andhra Pradesh after 15
years — as good as grinding
Naidu’s Telugu Desam to dust
— Delhi went behind closed
doors with notebook and pencil
to rework the numbers and for-
mations of allies.

No opinion or exit poll had
predicted, and the BJP had not
feared nor the Congress expect-
ed, a rout of this nature where
the victorious alliance piled up
'34 seats and the losers were left

sunting their score of 50 on
their fingers in a House of 294.

Leaders of the BJP-led
National Democratic Alliance
met at the Prime Minister’s
residence to weigh implications
of the Andhra results. In
talks prior to that with Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, NDA convener
and defence minister George
Fernandes is believed to have re-
ceived the signal to start negotia-
tions with parties outside the
alliance.

According to the BJP’s inter-
nal assessment, in the worst-
case scenario the NDA would
end up with a shortfall of 20 from
the majority level of 272, which
it believes it can make up.

BJP president M. Venkaiah
Naidu said for public consump-
tion: “There is no alternative
(other than the NDA).”

In the Congress camp, the im-
mediate tendency appeared to be
to interpret the Andhra results
as an indicator of what is to
come in the rest of the country.

“Here on, we and our allies
should be in a position to form
the next government at the Cen-
tre,” a Congress leader said.

Congress president Sonia
Gandhi is believed to have taken
charge of contacting allies, cur-
rent and potential. As the
Andhra trend became clear, she
drove down to meet CPM general
secretary Harkishen Singh Sur-
jeet, who later spoke to Mulayam
Singh Yadav of the Samajwadi
Party, the hardest nut to crack
among potential allies.

Back in Hyderabad, Y.S. Ra-
jasekhar Reddy is expected to be
the party’s nominee for chief
minister. The Congress Legisla-
ture Party is meeting tomorrow
to elect the leader. Fifty-five-year-
old Reddy, the leader of the Op-
position in the dissolved House,
had vowed to take political
sanyas if the Congress could not
cash in on the grievances of the
state’s people.

As the results came out,a 7.3
per cent swing away from the
Desam pitchforked him to the
chief minister’s chair, with just
the formalities left.

In the first flush of victory,
Reddy took care to calm nerves
— reflected in a huge fall on the
stock market — over economic
reforms. He said: “The Congress
is not against development. But
we will take up development ac-
tivities with a human face and
with real concern for the poor.”

“It is the sufferings of the
common man and the indiffer-
ence of the Telugu Desam to-
wards him that made him turn
towards the Congress. We will
see he does not regret his deci-
sion,” Reddy said.

He is setting for the party a
stiff task because other than
the anti-incumbency feeling,
seen to be natural after nine
years in power, Naidu’s per-
ceived failure to address the
plight of farmers reeling under
four consecutive years of
drought is cited among the key
reasons for the cruel verdict.
Chronic power shortage, after
privatisation accompanied by
increased tariffs, is another.

Naidu, straining hard to
maintain at least a hint of a
smile on his lips as he spoke to
the media conceding defeat, de-
scribed the results as unexpect-
ed, promising to play a “positive
and constructive role” in Oppo-
sition, but said he was unrepen-
tant about his policies.

“I'worked hard to develop An-
dhra Pradesh as a model state. I
have no regrets. I fully accept the
people’s mandate and will supp-
ort good policies of the new (Co-
ngress) government,” he said.

The “new government” will
need some truly “good policies”
because the first challenge will
come from its ally, the Telengana
Rashtra Samiti, which reminded
the Congress immediately after
the results were known about
creating a separate state.
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Gain/ Loss over
1999 tally

sGeorge Fernandes calls on
Atal Bihari Vajpayee

#They are joined by LK.
Advani, Jaswant Singh,
M. Venkaiah Naidu, Pramod
Mahajan, Sushma Swaraj and
Arun Jaittey for a meeting at
the PM’s residence

#Sonia Gandhi meets
Harkishen Singh Surjeet

*CP| leader D. Raja calls on
Sonia

®Arjun Singh and V.P. Singh
meet Surjest

®Sharad Pawar speaks to the
CPM veteran

eSurjeet dials- Mulayam Singh

@A P.J. Abdul Kalam meets
attorney-general Soli
Sorabjee, former attorney-
general K. Parasaran and
tormer Chief Justice of India
J.S. Verma

Development gamble flops, Sonia’s pays off

MAHESH RANGARAJAN

F ifteen years after it last won
an Assembly election in
Andhra Pradesh, the Congress
was on the road to power in Hy-
derabad. The cyber city joined
the rest of Andhra Pradesh and
gave “the CEO chief minister”,
N. Chandrababu Naidu, the
thumbs down.

For a Congress fighting to re-
turn to centre stage, Andhra
Pradesh may well show the way.
This adage was true a decade ago
when the late N.T. Rama Rao un-
seated the Congress taking more
than two out of three seats.

A decade later, Sonia Gand-
hi’s Congress put together arain-
bow coalition, including the CPI

and the CPM and the sub-region-
alist Telengana Rashtra Samiti
(TRS). The votes of all these
groups as seen in the rural pan-
chayat elections of 2001 added up
to over 52 per cent. In a sense, the
Congress took a leaf from chief
minister Chandrababu Naidu’s
own book.

Five years ago, he struck a
perfect seat-sharing deal with
the BJP. They pooled half the
votes and restricted the Con-
gress to double-digit figures in
the 294-member legislative Ass-
embly. The Kargil war helped the
allies in a state with near-univer-
sal reach of satellite television.

Five years later, the entire
picture has changed beyond
recognition.

Already in the winter of 20083,
Congress leader Y.S. Rajasekhar
Reddy’s padayatra or foot march
through the rural interior evo-
ked an enthusiastic response.
Sonia also chipped in with care-
fully planned sorties to the fami-
lies of farmers and weavers who
had committed suicide.

The Telengana revolt against
the ruling Telugu Desam helped
the Congress in no small meas-
ure. K. Chandrasekhar Rao, for-
mer deputy Speaker and Desam
leader, resigned
from the party ¢
and floated a lo-

The movement ironically
got a fillip when the NDA govern-
ment moved to create three
new states in the Hindi belt in
2000.

The Congress moved into an
alliance giving Rao’s group as
many as 42 seats. As it turns out,
the results have put the larger
party in the driver’s seat. It has
far more seats than the halfway
mark of 148.

Though its bargaining power
has been reduced and the

TRS held in
check, the issue

cal outfit to cha-

of Telengana’s

\ I have no regrets underdevelop-
mpion the cre- ment is certain
ation of a new CHANDRABABU NAIDU to figure on the

state.

agenda once a

new government is formed.

The Andhra results will have
far-reaching consequences. In
terms of the development model
he pursued, Naidu was often
contrasted to Digvijay Singh of
Madhya Pradesh. Both won their
first re-election bids, and nei-
ther’s government survived a
second Assembly poll.

The one common factor, now
stressed by party managers, is
that both states faced years of re-
peated drought. But in Naidu’s
case, the new institutions of
civic self-help did far little to alle-
viate distress.

The party’s poor perform-
ance in the delta of the Krishna
and Godavari, the prosperous
rice belt of the coast, hasleft it in

a state of shock.

Yet, the continued neglect
of irrigation and rural credit has
finally caught up with a govern-
ment that prided itself on con-
nectivity and e-governance.

Naidu’s party has gone below
the 50-seat mark in the Vidhan
Sabha. This is lower than the fig-
ure in 1989 when NTR could not
prevent a rout after nearly seven
years in power.

The numbers are stark and
simple and a warning to the
NDA. In 1999, the Vajpayee-led
coalition mustered as many as 72
of the 132 seats in the four states
and two Union territories of the
peninsula.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5%
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Half those seats ‘came from
Andhra. If the Assembly elec-
tion results are any indicator,
the best the TDP and the BJP can
expect are about 5-6 seats. '\NX’;
Again, the lowest ever wasa
measly two in 1989. Even as th!
Congress was swept away in
much of north India, it had held
its ground in the South. This
time, Andhra Pradesh has
opened up new and unexpected
possibilities for Sonia Gandhi.
There is still a sliver of hope
for the NDA. The BJP may have
struck a chord its local ally could
not. If there has been split vot-
ing, the voters may give Naidu
and the BJP some reason to
smile. Still, it is difficult to avoid
the conclusion that they will be

‘stuck in the second slot.

The stakes are high in neigh-
bouring Tamil Nadu, another
drought-hit state where the rul-
ing party is an ally. The BJP and
friends picked up 26 seats, but
the DMK now leads a formidable
multi-party alliance.

The dice is loaded against the
NDA. The Andhra results are
also important as they pointfo a
new entente between the Con-
gress and the Left parties.

The CPI aligned with the
larger party for the first time
since 1977. The CPM struck a
seat-sharing deal for the first
time.

All reports indicate a closely-
fought campaign with ground-
level coordination between the
Congress and the Left cadre.
Tamil Nadu and Bihar are other
states where they have joined
forces.

Though not comparable to
the cheer-leading role of the CPI
for the Indira Congress in the
seventies, the relationship has
grown and deepened.

In a sense, the day belonged
to Sonia and her party. Even the
first round of opinion polls had
given Naidu the edge. But the
party president broke with past
policies and gambled all on a
wider alliance.

Asthe Congress slips into the
alliance mode across the coun-
try, the tidings from Hyderabad
will give it ground for hope.

The NDA in turn will wait
with bated breath. It will hope, as
in 1984 and 1989, that Andhra is
out of sync with the rest of
India.

But even a dispassionate look
at the numbers will show the

AY

best it can hope for will be to
crawl across the finishing line.
Even that may not be as easy as it
once looked.
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® Clear win for Patnaik; Karnataka too close to call

By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAI, APRIL 27. The Congress appears set to
sweep the elections to the Andhra Pradesh As-
sembly, while the BJD-BJP combine is projected
to retain power in Orissa with a comfortable ma-
]onty, accordmg to an exit poll conducted by

The exit poll-based projection in Karnataka
showed that the voters preferred the Bharatiya
Janata Party in the Lok Sabha election but gave
no clear mandate in the Assembly poll. All that
NDTV would say was that it was “too close to
call.”

However, the BJP has lost five percentage

umam POLL, STATE nss, ’mm ELECTIONS 2004

NDTV-AC Nielsen. As for the Assembly elections
in Karnataka, the poll finds the outcome “too
close to call.”

In Andhra Pradesh, the Telugu Desam Party of
the Chief Minister, N. Chandrababu Naidu, was
expected to perform much better in the Rayala-
seema and coastal regions that went to the polls
in the second phase on Monday.

However, the exit poll-based projection
showed the Congress alliance headed for a near
two-thirds majority in the State Assembly. But
the Congress front had lost some ground when
compared to the Lok Sabha election, the exit poll

* said. It has done better among men voters while
more women appear to have backed the TDP.

Toc 82
ciose 132’
{9 call i

30

points in the Assembly election compared with
the Lok Sabha poll, while the Congress has
gained two percentage points. Three results were
possible — the Congress could win, the BJP could
make it or there could be a hung Assembly.

In Orissa, the Chief Minister, Navin Patnaik,
looks set to retain power. His Biju Janata Dal, in
alliance with the BJP, is headed for a comfortable
majority in the State Assembly though there is a
two percentage point swing away from the ruling
alliance. In both Orissa and Karnataka, the BJP
has-gained because of the Vajpayee factor in the
Lok Sabha, but the Congress has managed to
close the gap in the Assembly election, according
to the exit poll.
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Basu alls g,C move
mary trial

g Glroge®

“asu

KOLKATA, March 19, —
That the Election Com-
mission’s order that the
three IPS officers be trans-
ferred from their present
posts has caught the CPI-
M on the wrong foot be-
came clear this afternoon
when former chief minis-
ter and Politburo member
Mr Jyoti Basu told the me-
dia that “justice” demands
that a reason be attributed
before taking such drastic
steps.

“This is like a summary
trial. The officers don’t
even know what crime
they have committed. One
newspaper today said that
they had been biased.
When were they biased ?
Was it in 1895 or 199527,
asked Mr Basu. Yet he ad-
mitted in the same vein
that under Article 311 of
the Constitution, the gov-
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ernment can dismiss any
of its servants without giv-
ing any reason.

But it was a mellowed
down Mr Basu who con-
fronted the press today. He
did not use a single word
attacking the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner. Rath-
er, he kept praising the
Election Commissioners
that he has known “for
many years” as “good peo-
ple who would not do any
injustice and would ensure
a free and fair election”.

He wouldn’t comment
on whether he felt that the
EC was acting under the
influence of Opposition
parties. However he said
he wouldn’t mind if the
EC takes steps like trans-
ferring officers or bringing
in observers from outside
in other states as well.

The CPI-M state com-
mittee held a meeting to-
day to review the transfer

20 Map iy

of DIG Malda range, and
the SPs of Nadia and
North 24 Parganas. The
committee adopted a reso-
lution stating : “West Ben-
gal has earned the distinc-
tion of having held free,
fair and peaceful elections
during the last 27 years. It
is on record that that the
Election Commission of
India thanked the state
government several times
during this period. We are
confident that the 14th
Lok Sabha election will re-
affirm this record”.

“We will send our reso-
lution along with a letter
to the EC and ask what is
the crime.of these officers.
The government has a
right to know, the officers
have a right to know and
the people have a right to
know”, Mr Basu said.

Left partners including
the Forward Bloc also
criticised the CEC.
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/’i‘rmamul blues

\D/ rama over renominating Sudlps v ‘L\)

A0 éthn Street must be watching with great mtereg‘f the
utcome of the clash between the Trinamul Congress
chief Mamata Banerjee and her recalcitrant former party
MP Sudip Bandopadhyay over who should get the nomina-
tion for the safe Kolkata north west Lok Sabha seat. Being
the sitting MP of Kolkata north west and having spent a lot
of time and effort on nurturing his constituency for the last
six years it is natural that Sudip should expect to get
renominated. After all he was one of the very few Bengal
Congress leaders who in 1998 took the bold step of resign-
ing from the party and the state assembly to join Mamata.
He also did not desert her when some other Congress stal-
warts, who had joined her, reverted to their old party disillu-
sioned by her whimsicalities. But he stood by Mamata du-
ring her darkest hours for which she rewarded him by nomi-
nating him for the “safe” north west seat both in the 1998
and 1999 Lok Sabha polls, and which he won easily. His wife
was also rewarded with the nomination for the Bowbazar
seat which he had vacated.

Sudip’s greatest fault during his second stint as an MP was
that he took Mamata for granted which worsened his
political and personal equation with her. He also hobnob-
bed with some NDA leaders and ministers who wanted to
settle personal scores with her. At one stage he was more
close to those leaders than to Mamata which made her
scotch his induction into the NDA Government. In a leader-
centric party like Trinamul the cardinal sin that Sudip com-
mitted was that he became a little too big for his boots. If
now Mamata decides not to renominate him, he will cer-
tainly hit back by queering the pitch for thi;?afe” Trinamul

)

seat. And that’s what Alimuddin Street is wéiting for.
o

“STATgMAN ,9 [[D 20m



J:ound Three of Elections
2004 unfolds in 83 seats
across seven states.

. .The NDA, which holds 40
seats, does not have much room
for improvement except in Uttar
Pradesh. The task for the al-
liance is to guard its territory
and pick up new seats wherever
possible to beat the hung House
scare.

For the Congress, the chal-
lenge is to improve its tally of 19
on hostile ground to stay in the
fight.

Uttar Pradesh

All eyes are on Uttar Pradesh, as
30 seats in the crucial heartiand
state go to polls.

The BJP, which believes it
has not done too well in the first
round in the state, is hoping to
make up with more seats this
time. The stakes are equally high
for the Samajwadi Party and the
BSP. The Congress will be hop-
ing to sustain the revival seen in
the eastern region.

In 1999, the Samajwadi Party
picked up 13 of the 30 seats. The
BSP followed with eight seats
while the BJP got seven and the
Congress two.

This time, the BJP has cam-
paigned hard, hoping to double
its tally. The party expects Mus-
lim votes to split but the Yadav
(Samajwadi) and Jatav (BSP)
blocks have proved impregnable.
Brahmins, Thakurs and Banias
are drifting away from the party
in places. But the BJP’s biggest
worry is to ensure a respectable
turnout in urban booths, partic-
ularly in Lucknow:

The Samajwadi Party, which
virtually swept the area stretch-
ing from Agra to Etawah in 1999,
is battling the personal unpopu-
larity of its MPs and a split in
Muslim votes. But it is hoping

Key rival: Key rival:
. BamJethmalani - Balram Singh Yada
Ind. (back Gong) . .

Mulayam Singh Yadav’s “charis-
ma” will see it through.
Seats to watch: The Prime Min-
ister’s constituency, Lucknow.
Lawyer Ram Jethmalani is con-
testing against him.
Murli Manohar Joshi is in
the battle from Allahabad.
Mulayam Singh Yadav is in
the field from Mainpuri and his
son, Akhilesh, is fighting from
Kannauj.

Madhya Pradesh

Twelve seats in the Mahak-
aushal region and eastern Mad-
hya Pradesh give their verdict.
In Assembly polls, this was the
region that traditionally backed
the Congress. Four months ago,
however, the party was wiped
out here as in the rest of the
state. In the Lok Sabha, the BJP
has been strong and at present
holds nine of the 12 seats.

The Congress, which faces an
uphill task, hopes to do better in
this round than the next one
when the remaining 17 seats will
go to polls. But any difference
will be marginal.

Led by Uma Bharti in the

state, the BJP is riding high on
the “Lodhiana Express” — sup-
port from Lodhs and other
OBCs. But the exit poll projec-
tions have cheered the Congress
and it is gunning for four seats in
this round.
Seat to watch: Chhindwara,
where sitting MP Kamal Nath of
the Congress faces a fight from
Prahlad Patel of the BJP.

Rajasthan

All 25 seats vote in the state that’s
the pollsters’ nightmare. In De-
cember, the BJP swept to power
after all surveys had predicted
another term for Ashok Gehlot.
This time, the projections are
that the BJP will improve its 1999

Key rival: _ Keyrivals:
artar Singh Bhadan Menboob Bag.

Act Ill: BIP.
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tally of 16 seats. After the exit
poll-induced scare, the party has
gone into a campaign overdrive
and fielded Atal Bihari Vajpayee
and L.K. Advani to address more
rallies than scheduled.

The BJP is well placed here
and the Congress has yet to re-

cover from its shock rout. But
two factors might alter the situa-
tion somewhat. The powerful Jat
community that holds the key to
seven seats and is important in
another three is less enthusias-
tic about the BJP now. In Decem-
ber, they backed the party totally

to oust Gehlot. Now that he is
gone, the community’s opposi-
tion to the Congress, the party
they have traditionally voted,
has weakened. Also, govern-
ment employees, who played a
key role in the Congress defeat,
are not enthusiastic. But the

oy tivals:  Keyrivak
arma (Congress)
jaradwaj (BSP)

good news for the BJP is the Ra-
jput consolidation behind the
party.

Seats to watch: Dharmendra
makes his debut in Bikaner.

Another debutant, Sachin
Pilot, fights for his father’s seat
in Dausa.

Balram Jakhar is in the con-
test in Churu.

Vasundhara Raje’s son Dus-
hyant Singh tests the waters in
Jhalawar.

Jaswant Singh’s son Man-
avendra is in the fray from
Barmer.

Bihar

The last 12 seats to vote in Bihar.
These fall in the eastern and
northeastern part, where the
NDA has the edge over the RJD-
Congress-LJP-NCP-CPM al-
liance. All five partners have
fielded candidates.

In 1999, the Congress-RJD
had not done too badly in the re-
gion, winning four of their total
eight seats from here. Seven
were won by the NDA.

This time, the NDA is sound
in five seats and the RJD-led al-
liance in two. For the remaining
five, the contest will be close. But
it is each seat to itself, with local
factors playing the decisive role.

Three Union ministers are in

the fray and several criminals,
including Pappu Yadav, Suraj
Bhan and Ranjeet Don of the
CAT paper leak, are also testing
their strength.
Seat to watch: Madhepura, wh-
ere Laloo Prasad Yadav will be
raring to avenge his defeat at the
hands of Sharad Yadav in 1999.

Northeast

Two seats in Arunachal Pradesh
and the lone Nagaland seat give
their verdict. All three are
held by the Congress, but with
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Rav rakash Verma
{Samajwadi Party)

HARMENDRA

Key rival:
Rameshwar Lal Dudi
{Congress)

friendly governments in thef
states, the BJP stands a good1
chance this time. )

Kashmir

Anantnag will have a three-cor-,
nered contest. PDP president’
Mehbooba Mufti is pitted
against Mehboob Beg of the Na-

Which issue is on
top of your mind? §

Development

Who do you think
can address it?

Will you cast
your vote?

sName: Paritosh Ghosh eAge: 71
#City: Calcutta «0ccupation:
Businessman =Family: Wife, son,
daughter-in-law, two grandchildren -
alikes: Honesty sDislikes:

Double standards eAmbitiom: To ¢
see a recently widowed daughter
and grandson seftled in e 8

I3

tional Conference and Yusuf:
Tarigami of the CPM. The Na-
tional Conference holds the seat”
at present. ;

The main fight is between‘f‘
Mehbooba and Mehboob. Tari-:,
gami could cut into the anti-Na-*’
tional Conference votes.
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