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BSI Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 23. The Rajya
Sabha yesterday returned by
voice vote the Appropriation
Bill no. 4, 2004 for supplemen-
tary demands after the Union
Finance Minister, P. Chidamba-
ram, assured members that the
allocation of funds for States
would be raised as per the 12th
Finance Commission’s
recommendations.

During a discussion on the
demand for grants, Mr. Chi-
dambaram said that the United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) Gov-
ernment’s aim was to make In-
dia an “economic powerhouse
through cooperative federal-
ism.”

On the demand from the All-
India Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam and the Telugu De-

sam Party me: ers for higher
allocation to thé State Govern-
ments, he said: “My heart is in
the right place and so is my
head, but the States must
spend money.” Many States
had unspent balances. He also
expressed unhappiness at the
delay in project implementa-
tion.

He, however, did not address
the Opposition and the Left
members’ concerns on unem-
ployment, price rise and the eq-
uitable distribution of the
benefits of liberalisation.

The supplementary demands
were for the priority areas set
by the UPA Government in
education, food and heaith and
“frontline areas” of research
and human resource develop-
ment. Mr. Chidambaram as-
sured members that the

Government was committed to
the road project.

Revenue and fiscal
deficits

To a query from Jairam Ra-
mesh (Congress) on the road
map for managing revenue and
fiscal deficits, Mr. Chidamba-
ram said that he was hopeful of
achieving the minimum target
of 0.5 per cent reduction in rev-
enue deficit and 0.3 per cent in
fiscal deficit.

On the gross and net Non-
Performing Assets , he said it
was the “dharma” of the banks
to lend honestly. “If some loans
fail, it was a:part of business.”

Mr. Chidambaram said that
although the forex reserves
were the highest ever at $ 130
billion, one of his concerns was
the liquidity induced inflation

which would have to. be man-
aged.

To Sanjay Nirupam’s (Shiv
Sena) concern at the “unnat-
ural” buoyancy in the share
market, he said he was watch-
ing the situation.

He did not believe it was a
“bubble building up,” but
would ask the Securities and

Exchange Board of India and ;

the Department of Company
Affairs to initiate action against
“vanishing companies” which
were still listed.

On the delay in the setting up :

of the desalination plant at
Chennai, he said the Centre
had offered funding, design and
implementation support to the
Tamil Nadu Government but
only if it had a role in the Spe

cial Purpose Vehicle. //\
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‘Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Dec. 8. —
In a major development,
the UPA government has
decided to constitute a
new commission on Cen-
tre-state relations within a
few weeks. The home miil-
istry placed the parame-
ters before the Cabinet
this evening.

The Union government
believes that there is a
political need for this as its
strongest ally, the RID, is
a regional party, while the
Left has strongholds in
only three states. The
Centre believes there has
been a “sea-change” in
Centre-state ties since the
previous commission.

The Centre has moved

ew piniel likely,on

tate ties

from one-party rule to
coalition politics. All the
recommendations of the
previous Sarkaria Commi-
ssion haven’t been taken
into account. It had spo-
ken of the appointment of
the Governor and consul-
tations between Centre
and states. It also suggest-
ed that Article 356 should
be sparingly imposed.

The Centre is also look-
ing at the amendment tc
the Bihar Reorganisation
Act, 2000, regarding deli
mitation of constituencies
It would mean the omissi-
on of Section 21 and 22 o
the Act, but it would not be
applicable to the Assembly
polls in March. At present,
Bihar has 39 Assembly
constituencies reserved for
SCs and none for STs.



PM for honourable
Naga settlement

Dec. 7. — For a first meeting, it
went like a dream — Dr
Manmohan Singh conversed
with the two men who have led
the Naga movement for indepen-
dence against New Delhi for
over 40 years and told them that
he wanted a mutuaily hon-
ourable and acceptable settie-
ment to the lingering problem.
The Prime Minister spoke with-
out notes and, as is increasingly
clear in his political growth over
the past months, from the heart
as well as the head.

And he urged Isak Chis Swu
and Th Muivah, the leaders of
the National Socialist Council of
Nagalim (I-M), on their second
visit to India in as many years to
reach out to people across the
country by travelling to different
Klarts and telhng the Naga story.

aga organisers associated with
the visit now say they are prepar-
ing for conversations with civil
society groups in New Delhi as
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well as meet Naga students
before heading to Nagaland.

The hard talk is to begin once
they return, aides said. Swu and
Muivah, chairman and general
secretary of the NSCN (I-M), are
scheduled to travel to Nagaland
next week for about a month and
then, if things go according to
plan, shuftie between home base
and New Delhi, trying to hammer
out an acceptable resolution of the
Naga imbroglio, which has trou-
bled the North-east for 50 years.

Swu and Muivah are about 73
and 68 years old and have given
the best years of their lives for the
Naga cause, a movement which
was launched in the 1950s by an
earlier generation of pro-inde-
pendence political leaders and
fighters such as AZ Phizo and
“generals” Thinsolie and Mowu
Angami. Both sides have agreed
that the Naga political problem

- cannot be resolved by force.
+ Responding to the Prime

Minister, Muivah was quoted by
an aide of Dr Singh at the talks
as saying that “we understand

your constraints and you should
understand ours”. These are not
remarkably new positions, they
assert ground previously held by
earlier governments. But it is
worth noting that while the Naga
leaders have remained united
since they began talking with the
government in 1995, the country
has been led by no less than five
Prime Ministers!

At today’s talks, which lasted
40 minutes, the Prime Minister’s
security advisers Mr JN Dixit and
Mr MK Narayanan, Mr

Padmanabhiah and Dr Singh’s

information adviser, Mr Sanjaya
Baru, were present. Swu and
Muivah were also accompanied,
among others by V Atem, the
former chief of the NSCN army.

But while the conversations
went smoothly and were seen as
courtesy calls — first on Dr Singh
and then on home minister Mr
Shivraj Patil — it appears clear
that the hard talk on issues as
tough and unrelenting as territory

B See NAGA TALKS: page 4
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/ Nme-po;nt '
roadmap for
J&K peace d

OURSPECIAL ( \
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Nov. 29: The Uni-
on home ministry has outlin-
ed a nine-point strategy to put
Jammu and Kashmir on the
peace track that speaks of bui-
1ding bridges between the peo-
ple of India and Pakistan and
the Centre’s open-door policy
for talks with separatists.
Guided by Union home mi-
nister Shivraj Patil’s experien-
ces during his three-day visit

Shivraj Patil

to Jammu and Kashmir earli-
er this month, the home min-
istry’s refurbished strategy
has laid special emphasis on
taking the development route
rather than rely on security
forces to bring about peace in
the state.

The strategy envisages th-
at the Centre would ensure
“balanced” development of
the three regions of the state
-— Jammu, Kashmir valley
and Ladakh. It would also incl-
ude expediting completion of
infrastructure projects like ra-
ilways, roads and power; impl-
ementation of schemes for de-
velopment of agriculture, hor-
ticulture, tourism, trade, han-
dicrafts and industries; and

empha51s on provision of bas-

ic necessities like drinking

water, education, healthcare,

women'’s empowerment and |
creation of employment op-
portunities.

Patil’s strategy, released by
the government today, also sp-
oke of the home ministry pr-
omoting interaction with the
people of Pakistan by pursu-
ing the opening of the Jammu-
Sialkot, Uri-Muzaffarbad and
Kargil-Skardu roads to help
people-to-people contact and
open up trade.

Significantly, this was the
only reference to Pakistan in
the document released by No-
rth Block that is traditionally
known to be Delhi’s most vocal
section in the government on
Pakistan-backed terrorism.
Home ministry officials sug-
gest the nine-point strategy,
that- has also promised in-
quiries into human rights vio-
lations, was evolved in view of
the changes in the ground sit-
uation in Jammu and Kash-
mir and in Indo-Pak relations.

Security forces have ackn-
owledged Islamabad’s change
of heart but have cautioned
that the reprieve could be tem-
porary. As Border Security
Force director-general Ajai
Raj Sharma put it: “The infra-
structure for exporting terror
across the Line of Control is
reported to be intact. The ter-
rorist training camps have not
been wound up but only shift-
ed away from the border”.

He insisted that the prob-
lem of terrorism had only de-
creased and not vanished.
More would depend on the fu-
ture of relations with Pak-
istan, he said, urging the home
ministry to be prepared to
clear a proposal to sanction ad- |
ditional forces, which is pend-
ing before it. /
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‘Hold plebiscite,

Ulta tells Ce

Back channel tal
Yo

ber 27

Rahul Karmakar and
Anirban Roy
Guwahati/Kolkata, Novem

REJECTING PRIME Minister
Manmohan Singh’s offer of un-
conditional talks, Ulfa has ad-
vised the Centre to hold a refer-
endum on the issue of Assam’s
sovereignty.

“If colonial New Delhi can’t
discuss sovereignty, it can surely
hold a plebiscite on the inde-
pendence of Assam,” Ulfa chair-
man Arabinda Rajkhowa said to-
day. The statement, coming 43
hours after Singh’s refusal to
talk sovereignty, coincided with
a spate of subversive strikes
across eastern Assam.

Sources said Rajkhowa’s
statement also signalled a break-
down in three days of behind-
the-scenes parleys in Kolkata to
arrange a meeting between
emissaries of the two sides to
ready the ground for peace talks.

Incidentally, Assam chief sec-
retary S. Kabilan has been camp-
ing in Kolkata since arriving in
the city on Thursday night from
New Delhi with B.M. Mazumder,
commissioner-secretary of the
home department.

Though neither Kabilan nor
Mazumder was available for
comment, one of several middle-
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ksffail in Kolkata
v
QU G-
rung Ulfa leaders camping in
Kolkata told HT this evening
that they have now been told by
their high command not to pro-
ceed with the peace process. “We
aren’t meeting any government
representative now,” he said.

Expanding on the plebiscite
theme, Rajkhowa said a “mass
vote” could seal the sovereignty
issue once and for all. He urged
intellectuals, writers, politi-
cians, students, peasants and
people from other walks of life
to oppose a “domineering, colo-
nial” New Delhi individually
and collectively.

Blasting the Prime Minister
for “pretending” to be a resident
of Assam, Rajkhowa said, ‘A
Prime Minister of colonial India
cannot be our PM. And anyway,
renting a house at Sarumotoria .
(in Guwahati) cannot make one a
citizen of Assam.”

The strident pitch was in
sharp contrast to indications a
couple of months ago that Ulfa
was ready to talk peace. Its com-
mander-in-chief Paresh Baruah
had even sent missives to the
government that Ulfa could con-
sider dropping one of its precon-
ditions — dialogue in a third
country under UN mediation —
for a ceasefire, though it stuck to
its demand for sovereignty.

HDUS Tap 77M§s



New panel to look into
Centre-state tles SOoN

arkana proposals now 1rrelevant feg\s Is govt

Rajnish Sharma
New Delhi, November 26

ON THE CARDS

THE CENTRE is in the proc-
ess of constituting a new co-
mmission to study Centre-
state relations. Highly pla-
ced Home Ministry sources
said the announcement on
the constitution of the new
commission — which will be
on the lines of the Sarkaria
Commission — is expected
" soon.

Senior ministry officials
said the Centre was of the vi-
ew that the recommendatio-
ns of the Sarkaria Commis-
sion had become irrelevant
in the present context.

In fact, the United Pro-
gressive Alliance (UPA) gov-
ernment’s Common Mini-
mum Programme (CMP) had
also laid stress on the need
for strengthening Centre-
state relations.

“The new commission
will take a fresh look at how
the federal structure can be
strengthened further and
spell out how contentious is-
sues between the Centre and
the states can be resolved”, a
senior ministry official re-
marked.

The Centre-State Division
of the Home Ministry is alr-
eady working on the propos-
al for the new commission
and is expected to finalise it
shortly.

Ministry sources said one
of the contentious issues
that the commission would
look into were the Centre’s
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«The new panel will
study how the federal
structure can be
strengthened further

ot will spell-out how
contentious issues
between the Centre
and the states can be
resolved

«0ne of the contentious
issues that the
commission would look
inta is the Centre's role
inresolving disputes
between two states

#The Centre would also
try and make some of
the recommendations
of the commission
binding on the states ~
which did not happen
in the case of the
Sarkaria Commission

role in resolving the dis-
putes between two states.

Ministry is of the view
that the Centre should play a
greater role in resolving con-
tentious issues between sta-
tes. “At times, the Centre’s
intervention can lead to an
early solution to contentious
issues — such as the water
dispute between states”, the
official added.

The Centre is also keen
that the commission should
spell out a uniform policy on

distribution of foodgrain
and financial assistance to
the states.

This, ministry sources sa-
id, was important since sev-
eral state governments had
accused the Centre of a bias-
ed treatment, particularly
regarding distribution of
foodgrain and funds in the
wake of a natural calamity.

Often, a favourable gover-
nment at the Centre saw so-
me state governments walk-
ing away with hefty econom-
ic packages.

The UPA government is
keen on a uniform policy on
this and the new commis-
sion will study this issue at
length.

Sources said the Centre
would also examine the pos-
sibility that some of the rec-
ommendations of the com-
mission be made binding on
the state governments —
which did not happen in the
case of the Sarkaria Com-
mission.

So, even after nearly 14
years of the Sarkaria Com-
mission being constituted,
only half of the 247 recom-
mendations have been ac-
cepted.

“The Centre is willing to
discuss the recommendati-
ons of the new commission
in the Inter-State Council
with the chief ministers and
try and evolve a consensus
that some recommendations
be made binding on the
states”, a ministry source
pointed out.
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India, Pakistan and the Kashmiris need to sit at a rounder table

Debates and divisions

&
here is little doubt that G \ PR%AP B

the prime minister,
Manmohan Singh, wou-
1d like to leave a substan-
tial legacy in Kashmir.
But his options are not entirely
clear. It is perhaps a reminder of the
gap in perceptions that exists be-
tween Kashmir and the rest of
India, that the impact of his visit
has been assessed in very different
ways in Kashmir and in Delhi.

The Delhi press, with its usual
mixture of sentimentalism and his-
torical ignorance, saw the visit as
an important breakthrough; the
Kashmiris seem to have seen it as
anything but. While Delhi was fo-
cused on the prime minister’s inten-
tions, Kashmir was focused on his
strategy. And there is still some-
thing of a gap between the two.

Any leader who visits Kashmir
has to go the extra mile to establish
credibility. The task is even more
difficult for a Congress leader, who
has to bear the burden of his party’s
historical blunders in Kashmir.

It would have helped if Singh
had, on this occasion, not just ex-
pressed empathy with the plight of
the Kashmiris, but also distanced
himself from the past of the Con-
gress party. This would have sent a
decisive signal. The announcemernt
about the redeployment of troops
seems to have gone down well,
although the government was care-
ful to not commit too much. But the
Rs 24,000 crore package seems to
have backfired. It unwittingly gave
the impression that there was more
new money on offer. But most of the
money has apparently already been
earmarked and that too for Central
power projects. As wonderful as
power projects are, they do not do
the political hard work in Kashmir
for the following reason. There is a
sense that these projects are simply
a way of the rest of India using
Kashmir for its own purposes; and
the ownership of these projects
does not devolve to Kashmiris. The
package added needless confusion
to an otherwise heartfelt speech.

he visit seems to have left
T three issues unresolved. The

first issue is: who is going to
represent the Kashmiris? The
prime minister tried to address the
Kashmiri people directly, but any
concrete negotiations will have to
occur through representatives. The
dilemma is that the elected govern-
ment of Kashmir does not enjoy the
kind of mandate to be regarded as
unproblematically representative.
The Hurriyat on the other hand has
never had its mettle tested in elec-
toral politics. But excluding the
Hurriyat — all its factions — from
talks would be a political mistake,
The Hurriyat still enjoys popular
support and for an enduring peace,

The author is president, Centre
for Policy Research, Delhi

MEHTA

this is the constituency that will
need to be addressed. Moreover, as
Shivraj Patil’s inept statements
demonstrated, if you make a dis-
tinction between moderate and
hardliners, including one and ex-
cluding the other faction, you put
the credibility of the moderate fac-
tion in jeopardy. At least for the pur-
pose of talks, we should be talking
to everybody. The other option is to
make the Hurriyat irrelevant, but it
isnot clear if the governmentisina
position to do this.

The second drama centred on ex-

actly what counts as a precondition
for talks. We ended up in a Catch-22
situation where the Hurriyat seem-
ed to be saying that if the govern-
ment was interested in talks wi-
thout preconditions, then why was
it objecting to Hurriyat leaders trav-
elling to Pakistan? Was this not a
ruse to exclude them? The govern-
ment, by contrast, interpreted the
lack of preconditions to mean that
Hurriyat should talk even if per-
mission to travel was denied. This is
one issue where the government
could have been more liberal. It is
not clear that any of our core inter-
ests would have been put at risk if
the Hurriyat had been allowed to
travel to Pakistan.

But the Pakistan link is crucial
for another reason. The govern-
ment of India has a two track pro-
cess on Kashmir. The first is de-
signed to address India-Pakistan
differences on Kashmir; the second
is to address the differences be-
tween the Kashmiri people and the
government of India. But in Kash-
mir, the refrain was: what is the re-
lationship between the two dia-
logues? If India is going to cut a deal
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with Pakistan, where does this leave
the Kashmiris? On the other hand,
if we cut a deal with the Kashmiris,
what is going to be Pakistan’s role?
There is probably not too much con-
sternation about Pakistan’s possi-
ble role. But there is a genuine
worry that Kashmiris might be
marginalized in any India-Pakistan
negotiation. Ironically, the more
powerful signals we send to Pak-
istan that we are willing to talk, the
more it raises doubts in Kashmir
about what exactly we are up to.
The process of peace is often

‘ We have been
unable to create enough
of a political stake for
Kashmir’s Muslims
in power structures
in Delhi ,

wrecked, not by militancy, but by
the uncertainties of the partici-
pants in a peace process. That is
why, even where there is a commit-
ment to peace, residual anxieties
about motives and intentions, or
simply an uncertainty about what
other participants might be think-
ing, can prove to be insurmountable
obstacles. Singh’s visit sends a
strong signal about his commit-
ment to peace with justice. But
whether the signals were sufficient-
ly strong to overcome these indeter-
minacies remains to be seen.

This is only the first stage of a di-
alogue process and it would be sur-
prising if the prime minister did
not have more credible offers up his

sleeve. But the government will
have to be very clear on what its
goals are. The broad parameters are
relatively fixed: Kashmir is an in-
separable part of the Indian Union.
But within this constraint, the gov-
ernment can think of an autonomy
package.

But if this is the goal, then the
government will need two things.
First, an autonomy package that
gives enough to the Kashmiris to
make them happy, without compro-
mising on the government’s core in-
terests. Coming up with such a
package will take extraordinary po-
litical finesse and imagination. Sec-
ond, Kashmiris will have to be given
a more tangible stake in the rest of
Iridia. At one level, it is obvious to
anyone in Kashmir that the state
will always have to be dependent
upon India. But we have been un-
able to create enough of a political
stake for Kashmir’s Muslims in the
power structures in Delhi.

ost states are integrated
M into the Union, because

their political elites ac-
quire a stake in access to power at
Delhi. Kashmiris feel politically
marginalized in this respect, and
from the government’s point of
view, we will have to create mecha-
nisms of integration that give them
areal sense of power in Delhi.

Looking at the impasse in Kash-
mir, one cannot but be impressed by
the British cunning at creating that
peculiar institution: the Round
Table Conference. Although they
were not always successful, they at
least got almost all the parties to-
gether in one forum. This had the
dramatic effect of showing each
party that its concerns were not the
only ones on the table. Often the di-
visions between the parties chang-
ed the parameters of debate. Any so-
lution will have to be an all-things-
considered solutions. But all-things-
considered solutions require fora
where all parties can be simultane-
ously represented. The govern-
ment’s strategy in all its negotia-
tions, whether in Kashmir or the
North-east, has been dyadic: negoti-
ate with each party separately. This
generates the fear that concessions
may be given to one group that
would be detrimental to another; we
co-opt one group and unleash anoth-
er. Even in Northern Ireland, the
crucial breakthrough was through
akind of omnibus forum. Perhaps it
might be a little premature to think
of such an option. But at some
point, the need for such a mecha-
nism will become inevitable.

The next time we announce a pa-
ckage in Kashmir, it might be worth
taking the Planning Commission
and having it camp out for a week in
Srinagar. Let the Kashmiris tell us
what they want to spend money on.
Our economic assistance should not
be seen as a form of paternalism.
After all, perceived paternalism is
what the dispute is, in part, about.
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 TREAD SOFTLY

T o diagnose a disease well is to half cure it.

The prime minister, Mr Manmohan Singh,
had the good doctor’s instinct in knowing
that economic packages alone would not solve Ma-
nipur’s problems. He struck a different note by
candidly admitting that he had not gone to Imphal
to “buy the people’s loyaity with packages”. Sever-
al of his predecessors made a mistake about the
direct relation between economic benefits and
militancy in the North-east. No wonder that prom-
ises of such benefits did little to promote peace in
the region. This is not to deny that Manipur needs
financial and other kinds of aid from New Delhi.
It is more important, though, to end the sense of
alienation from which the state — and much of
the rest of the North-east — suffers. Many states
in India may need as much economic help from
the Centre as Manipur or Assam. But a crisis of
identity and the consequent alienation are typical
of the North-east. Also, the drive against militan-
¢y brings in a sense of persecution. The prime
minister must have had this larger picture in
mind when he put his emphasis on “winning the
minds and hearts” of the people of Manipur. The
“restoration” of Kangla Fort to the people of
Manipur was one long-awaited move to win their
hearts. IANY
However, two issues will prove to be
tests for New Delhi’s strategy on Manipur.
the review of the Armed Forces (Special Powers)
Act. The prime minister’s promise of the review
and a possible replacement of it by a more “hu-
mane” law is of immediate concern. While itisa
timely response to the growing public anger aga-
inst the act, the failure to keep the promise may be
seen as a betrayal. The uproar over the Assam Ri-
fles’ alleged role in Thangjam Manorama'’s death
represented years of public outrage at the excess-
es committed with the help of the AFSPA. But the
anxiety to stop human rights abuses by security
forces or the police has to be balanced by the
state’s duty to maintain peace and uphold the rule
of law. Manipur’s militants, like their counter-
parts elsewhere, have a perverse agenda of un-
leashing terror that prompts the authorities to
act. The other issue that New Delhi must handle
with utmost caution is the Naga rebels’ demand
for inclusion of parts of Manipur in the so-called
Greater Nagaland. Any false step on this 1ssu9/
may trigger another tremor in Manipur.

s
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“Talk unconditionally, PM tells Ulfa-

‘Power flows from ballot box,
not from the barrel of a gun’

Vishal Thapar & Rahul
Karmakar
Guwahati, November 22

PRIME MINISTER Manmo-
han Singh today virtually
buried the issue of soverei-
gnty of Assam as he advised
the Ulfa to come forward for
unconditional talks. “Assam
is an integral part of India,
and no one should doubt
that”, he said, avoiding a di-
rect reply to queries about
the Ulfa’s insistence on sov-
ereignty as a precondition
for talks.

The outfit had agreed to
drop its two other precondi-
tions —talks in a third coun-
try and under UN mediation.
“There’s no issue, no griev-
ance that’s so intractable it
cannot be resolved through a
patient, constructive dialo-
gue free from preconditions.
This is the only possible way
forward”, the PM said.

“The Indian democratic
system is open and flexible
enough to welcome the par-
ticipation of all shades of
opinion. Power in India can
only flow from the ballot box,
never from the barrel of a
gun”, he maintained.

Reiterating that his gov-
ernment was ready to talk to
any outfit willing to shun the
path of violence, the Prime
Minister admitted that infor-
mal contacts had been estab-
lished with the Ulfa for pos-
sible talks soon.

On setting a timeframe for
talks with various militant
groups — the NSCN{I-M)
peace process has been seem-
ingly aimless for six years
now — Singh said the Centre
had not been sitting idle.
“The government has some
obligations, but it is commit-
ted to peace in the region”,
he said.

The government’s conce-
rn for the region, the PM felt,
was evident from the trans-
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fer of the historic Kangla
Fort in Imphal from the As-
sam Rifles to the civil admin-
istration. So was the setting
up of a panel to review the
Armed Forces (Special Pow-
ers) Act, 1958.

The Prime Minister, how-
ever, defended another con-
tentious Act that has been ri-
bbing Assam — the Illegal
Migrants (Determination by
Tribunal) Act. “The IMDT is
not designed to encourage il-
legal influx, but to prevent
harassment of the minori-
ties in the process of detec-
tion", he said. “India is great-
ly concerned about the pres-
ence of illegal Bangladeshis,
and we've taken up the issue
with Dhaka”, he said, adding
that steps, like border-fenc-
ing and stricter vigil on the
boundary were being taken
to arrest the problem. “Fenc-
ing in Jammu and Kashmir
has made a lot of difference”.

Bangladesh has also been
a worry on the militancy
front, he pointed out. “We
haven’t succeeded in seeking
Dhaka’s  cooperation to
check militant activities
from its soil unlike Myan-
mar, but we're hopeful”.

Indo-Asean car rally

Earlier, Singh flagged off the
first Indo-Asean car rally fr-
om the Nehru Stadium amid
much fanfare. He hoped the
rally would usher in a new
era of cooperation between
the South-East Asian coun-
tries and India, particularly
the Northeast, the “Gateway
to Asean”. The rally, cover-
ing 8,000 km, will end at
Batam Island in Indonesia.
Meanwhile, a sky-diver was
injured during the rally’s
ceremonial flag-off.. The sky-
diver fell down and got en-
tangled in a tree to suffer se-
rious injuries in his left-arm.
He was rushed to hospital.

AP

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh shakes hands with participants of the first India-Asean car rally in Guwahati on Monday.

No home on ‘homecoming’trip

Rahul Karmakar
Guwahati, November 22

PRIME MINISTER Manmo-
han Singh’s two-day visit
here was billed as his “hom-
ecoming”. But his home was
missing from the itinerary.
All of Assam — if one tak-
es chief minister Tarun
Gogoi’'s word for it — was el-
ated by the PM’s trip to his
adopted home state. So was
his landlady, but not quite.
Hemoprova Saikia, seri-
culture minister in Gogoi’s
Cabinet and widow of form-
er chief minister Hiteswar
Saikia, was unhappy that
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‘tenant’ Singh could not co-
me home. “I know he has his
compulsions,” she said. The
landlady had to be content
with sharing the dais with
her high-profile tenant at the
Sankardeva award distribu-
tion ceremony last night.
“He apologised for staying
away from his home and pro-
mised to make it next time,”
Saikia said. Singh was lea-
sed out a two-bedroom first-
floor flat by Hiteswar Saikia
at his Nandanpur residence
in the Sarumotoria locality
here in 1991. The former was
made a tenant overnight to
fulfill the criterion of beinga

resident of the state in order
to be eligible for contesting
the Rajya Sabha election
from Assam.

Singh has been elected to
the Upper House thrice since
1991, and over the years has
virtually enjoyed a kinship
with the Saikias.

The Prime Minister has
been paying a rent of Rs
7.000 annually to retain the
apartment — sparse furni-
ture and a Guru Granth Sa-
hib adorning it. This works
out to Rs 583.33 per month
for a ‘home’ that would nor-
mally fetch a rent of Rs 4,000
at current market prices.

‘Healing touch,
now from HRD

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, November 22

EVEN AS Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh delivers
his ‘healing touch’ in the
Northeast, the government
announced setting up of a
high-level group chaired by
HRD Minister Arjun Singh
to address issues pertain-
ing to education, women &
child development in the
Northeastern region, in-
cluding Sikkim.

The 25-member group
will also address funding
of projects for education,
women and chiid develop-
ment from the Non-lapsa-
ble Central Pool of Resou-
rces (NLCPR) for the No-
rtheast. The group’s brief
includes advising suo mo-
tu, or in reference to queri-
es made to it, state govern-
ments from the Northeast
or the Centre on any issues
relating to education or
women and child develop-
ment, a spokesman said.

Among other members
of the group will be the
Union Minister for Devel-
opment of North Eastern
Region, union ministers
of state in the HRD min-
istry, CMs and education
ministers of NE states.



ﬁﬁﬁmﬂ 30 woeFR (o & wiR)— e wivom JweEes
R M3 T =R 263 QW ST Swones | o
G, Te-s{iwE Ay wvme e Tww wiad
T B @ TR | @E-Arey (Y Tois @ T sl
2@ | FET YO G TS GHFAS TS & Tho|
T TG A LA SREe I weifte 2@ Ferar sl
38,000 (Il B TN @ TAAW 2 (el I3 Rofed
Sel S W TR AeEE Sie WaeE GoTea |
afsgfie e 7o e SRR Ao g fem fof
e e Wi fE o1 et 7of e A9 9s
GeIcaed o mieE, cRRIRAR e Rem wwet
GiZH AAREDN T €3 I 1 ZAE | TR fierer
il afew ot €2 TR Fras @ | 5198 Sobl ke RRG
T AWeT AW o @RFRBIR A TweIe fEfaw
wgra | A sy Reenfitr WY @@eie g Rems
e o | 30 e @HIN (@G ARAPT, AT 9

/mﬂm@aﬂm
&%ﬂmmw

S e

QW Q\WT)Z

W

@ Py @33 JAwE FRIR B | efaa-Goget (ot 2o w6
G T, SRS SFIE FCX S TG TIA |
QLI YRR IR sifent W63 1 avie], @i, v =@
aoals woifie o Twone e, IR TEEa ¢
FAEN TS (AT ANTH (R (OGS 5 |
it SRR HER B SUReY Felere=wid fHsiem
T (I B @%) 18 967 -3 T ST THA GR
I *1Z(E e P I 2R GBI ATS | (PG I,
qaeEs e, TaRd N— 43 Tm e o9
TANHIRAT HEAE A5G GINS [l R TN IR
Y e @FAEI I/’ AT FH ST WPeN |
CRRIZAR R et iz AoiRiea 7IRkTS 51 © IH 4
Y, RUsre AHEH W6 FAE daawE 4 5w
AT T (e Reds eFgyd B @ WkeE|
ST AR NI T TR SAloi T FA (N
SN LI SN A FAHEH |

~~

2 1 NOV 2008 2o



WB willing to help in
J &K peace process

MES News NETWORK

New Delhi: The World Bank can
and is willing to play a role in the
economic development aspects of
the peace initiative over Kashmir,
Bank chief James D Wolfensohn
said here on Thursday:

Appreciating Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s approach
aimed at winning the hearts and
minds of the people of Jammu and
Kashmir through a Rs
24,000-crore economic de-
velopment plan, he said the
Bank can make its contri-
bution towards “giving
hope to young people who
otherwise do funny things
not helpful to peace”.

At a news conference
winding up his two-day In-
dia visit, Wolfensohn said
the Bank could play a role
in the economic develop-
ment in Pakistan and
“some of the disputed territories”
as well to help the peace process.
He, however, added that he has not
discussed it with the PM.

Wolfensohn’s comments assume
significance in the light of the role
that the WB played in bring about
the Indo-Pak agreement on shar-
ing of Indus waters in the 50s. The
Bank-sponsored Indus Waters
Treaty has stood the test of time
and the two countries have hon-
oured their commitments under
the treaty at all times during the
last five decades even as they
fought several wars.
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The Bank chief pointed out that
economic development has to be
an important aspect of any peace
agreement to hold. Referring to
the Middle East peace process, he
said the Bank would be ready to
help economic development of the
troubled West Bank and Gaza.

Wolfensohn, however, made it
clear that the “politics” should be
sorted out before the Bank moves
in. “We do not want to get into pol-

itics in which we do not have any
experience. But we can contribute
to the economic development part
of peace initiatives,” he said.
Summing up the outcome of his
visit, during which he met Presi-
dent Abdul Kalam and Union min-
isters and had a meeting in the
Planning Commission on Thurs-
day in which finance minister P
Chidambaram also took part,
Wolfensohn said the Bank will
provide assistance of $9 billion
over the next three years to India.
As flagged by the Indian govern-
ment, the Bank will focus on four

We do not want to get into
politics in which we do not

~James D Wolfensohn

areas of infrastructure: water,
power, roads (especially rural
roads) and railway modernisa-
tion. “We are, of course, not going
to give up on health and educa-
tion,” he said.

Wolfensohn sought to dispel
any impression that the “World
Bank runs India”. “The World
Bank cannot run a billion people.
Even the assistance we give is
only a fraction of the country’s
GDP” he said.

Referring to the po-
litical controversy of-
ten raised in India
over the role of the

have any experience. But | world Bank, he said:
“We are ready to be

we can contrihute to the partners and stay out
economic development | of the headlines. We

x are going to move

pﬂl’t 0' peace initlatives with the government

with their sense of
direction and not
ours.”

On some of the Indian states
providing free power to farmers,
Wolfensohn said: “There is no
doctrine of the World Bank that
says cut out all subsidies.” He said
the Bank recognises that “very
poor people need help”, but India
must have an appropriate policy
targetting the subsidies at specific
groups and ensuring that power
and water are not wasted. The
challenge for India is to sustain
the supply of power and water
and “giving away power and wa-
ter does not really encourage in-
vestment”, he added.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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The Tam:LN: iu govern-
meat’§ applic izion before the
Supreme Zou: v includes the
Jfollowing cor ersation
between ! nio:: home minister
Shivraj Patil «ind chief
minister Jayalalithaa on
changing the sovernor;

BS. Ramamolian Rao. The
conversation took place
y | on Thursday at 12.30 pn:

= DS D w oo

WD T

- Patil: I am sorry to inform
you of the change of the
governor of Tamil Nadu.... 1
have spoken to Mr Barnala
and he has agreed.

Jayalalithaa: Are you
consulting me or are you
informing me?

Patil: I am informing you.

Jayalalithaa: Whether it is
a decision already taken?... I
would like to have two days
to think over the matter and
get back to vou.

(The application says:
“But the Union home minis-
ter said that the time cannot
be granted because the file
had already gone from him”)

Jayalalithaa: Has the
order been issued?

(“Patil said it can be
issued any time since the \

decision has been taken”)

Jayalalithaa: How could
you take the decision with- \
out consulting the chief
minister? Should I not have \
been consulted before the
decision was taken? i

Patil: The Sarkaria
Commission has made this
recommendation, but this is
the way we usually do these
things.

Jayalalithaa: How could
you remove the governor
without any reason?

(“When Patil said that
on August 15, 2004, the
governor did not take the
salute, the chief minister
replied that in Tamil Nadu
on Independence Day, it is
always the chief minister
who takes the salute and
hoists the flag. The home
minister said the governor
did not host the tea party on
Independence Day.”)

Jayalalithaa: Are you
saying that you are remov-
ing the governor only
because he did not host the
Independence Day tea party?

Patil: Yes, it is a serious
mistake but I don't want
to discuss the reasons any
further.

Javalalithaa: Can you give
me some time, at least two
days, to consider the matter
and get back to you?

Patil: Iamsorry. Itisa
decision already taken.

Jayalalithaa: This means
you are informing me and
not consulting me.

Patil: Yes, I am informing
you.

(PThH
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" Bengal open to taTks but sceptical

CM salvo a
Andhra on

axa

r)/\\ URBUREAUq

Calcutta/New Delhi, Sept.
23: Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
today said the Andhra Prad-
esh government’s initiative to
hold peace talks with Naxalite
outfits has helped them spread
in other states.

“Andhra Pradesh is the pr-
oblem. Their policy is causing
damage to others,” the Bengal
chief minister said.

At the recent meeting of
chief ministers and officials of
the nine Naxalite-affected stat-
es with Union home minister
Shivraj Patil in Hyderabad,
everyone criticised Andhra,
Bhattacharjee said at Writers’
Buildings. “No government
approved of Andhra’s move to
hold talks. Since the time the
new chief minister held talks
with PW (People’s War), the
outfit has expanded its area of
operation.”

Director-general of police
Shyamal Dutta represented
Bengal at the meet. The chief
ministers of Andhra, Orissa
and Jharkhand turned up but
none of their counterparts.

Congress’ Y.S. Rajasekhar
Reddy took over as Andhra ch-
ief minister after N. Chandra-
babu Naidu’s Telugu Desam
Party lost the May elections.

“The leaders of both (reb-
el) groups which operate in
Bengal speak Telugu. These
outfits sneak into Jharkhand,
Bihar and Bengal from And-
hra,” Bhattacharjee said.

He also blamed the porous
Jharkhand border for the Nax-
alites’ easy access to Bengal.

o
“If it weren't for t[;e Jhaﬁ('}};

nd border, we would never ha-
ve allowed them here.” Bhatta-
charjee added that joint opera-
tions and intelligence exchan-
ges with Jharkhand were on.
The chief minister also sa-
id the Left Front government
is in principle open to talks
with the People’s War-Maoist
Communist Centre. “However,
there is no basis for the talks.
They want police operations
to stop but they are moving
freely with arms. Where is the
basis for a dialogue in such a
condition?” he asked. “There
is also no basis for dialogue as
their leaders are absconding.
Where can we find them?”
However, a Union home
ministry official said it is not
an insurmountable problem.
Talks are hardly ever initiated
directly with the extremists
but through intermediaries
and mediators who have con-
tacts, the official said.
Minister of state for home
affairs Sriprakash Jaiswal sa-
id some states did raise the iss-
ue in course of the deliberatio-
ns in Hyderabad but added th-
at if the states want talks, they
have to identify mediators.
Dutta declined comment
when asked if the state was
softening its stand in saying it
was open to talks with the
Naxalites. But, once pressed,
he asked: “What’s the harm?”
“No one from their side has
expressed any eagerness to
talk with us,” he added.
The state has asked for an-
other battalion of central rese-
rve police to combat the rebels.

THE TELEGRAPH

Hand of
rebels
inrifle

raid

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Purulia, Sept. 23: It has been
confirmed that the “dacoity”
last night on a government
bus bound for Calcutta from
here in which four police rif-
les were snatched was comm-
itted by Naxalites.

A lull in rebel activity in
the Purulia-Bankura-West
Midnapore belt was broken
even as police today detained
11 people and suspended thr-
ee of the four constables “es-
corting” the passengers.

Inspector-general (weste-
rn range) Jogesh Chatterjee,
deputy inspector-general (Mi-
dnapore range) Anil Kumar
and the superintendents of
Purulia and Bankura were
among the senior security pe-
rsonnel who went into a hud-
dle this morning at Raniban-
dh police station, about 50 km
from the scene of the heist.

Eleven days after the chief
minister “challenged” the Na-
xalites at a public meeting in
Jhalda near here, nine armed
men posing as passengers bo-
arded the South Bengal State
Transport Corporation bus
that leaves Bandwan at 8.45
every evening. They had bou-
ght the tickets in advance.

In the bus, which had abo-
ut 60 passengers, they sat in
twos — in the front, middle
and rear. As it crossed Kuila-
pal, about 11 km into the jou-
rney, one of them asked for
matches from a colleague in
front. As the two met in the
aisle next to where the four
constables were seated, one
of them threw chilli powder
while another near the driver
held a carbine to his head.

As the driver slammed
the brakes, the rebels fled.
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C\ Apex court’s N-E proposal welcome a,\\o\

ssam’s border row with Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh,
izoram and Meghalaya has often soured inter-state
relations and the delay in settling disputes results in the part-
ies trading charges of encroachment. But with all of them
claiming to exercise restraint, it is difficult to pinpoint the
real offender. What makes an understanding difficult,
though, is the growing assertiveness of the newly-carved out
states. Kohima refuses to recognise the border as defined in
the 1962 Nagaland Act and claims Assam’s Doyang and
Dassoi areas as part of the Naga Hills because these were
separated by the British in 1866 for administrative purposes.
The restiveness led to the killing of about 60 Assamese
villagers in 1979, and in 1985 police personnel of the two
states fought a virtual “war”. Yet the Centre wants them to
sort things out among themselves — which seems all too
unattainable. Arunachal, too, refuses to accept the 1951
Notification on the common border. Assam and Meghalaya
agreed to settle their disputes based on the demographic line
but little progress has been made.

Against this background, the Supreme Court’s proposal to
appoint a commission to probe the issue is welcome. This is
what Soli Sorabjee had suggested in 2001. But unless the ||
commission’s recommendations are made binding on all
states concerned, it would go the way the Sundaram and
Shastri Commissions did. Not only did Nagaland not coop-
erate with the survey team, it refused to accept the Sun-
daram Committee recommendations. The border is a touchy
subject but there is nothing that cannot be solved through
the spirit of give and take. One can only hope that the
NSCN-IM, which is digging in for Greater Nagaland, does
not throw a spanner in the works of the new commission/

4
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“Centre ready
for talks: Patll

;A’ ‘Manipur agitators should
- meet Chief Minister first’ o

W}By Sandeep Dikshit

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 16. The Central
Government today reiterated its
willingness to talk to Apunba
Lup, the umbrella organisation
of 32 forums in Manipur agitat-
ing for the withdrawal of the
Armed Forces Special Powers
Act (AFSPA). But it would like
them to first meet the Chief
Minister, Ibobi Singh.

After an hour-long meeting
with Mr. Ibobi Singh, the Union
Home Minister, Shivraj Patil,
told the media: “They [agita-
tors] said we want to meet you.
We said we are willing to talk to
anybody. But the best thing
would be that they should talk
to the Chief Minister and their
own people first. After that
whenever they want to meet us,
we are ready,” Mr. Patil told
correspondents  after  the
meeting.

Members of the Apunba Lup
had walked out of a meeting
with Mr. Patil when he visited
Manipur on September 5 and
accused the Centre of taking a
hard line on their demand for
withdrawal of the AFSPA. The
first signs of a thaw came when
the former Manipur Chief Min-
ister, Reishang Keishing, MP,
called on Mr. Patil earlier this
week and indicted the agitators’
willingness to resume the talks
with the Centre.

Mr. Patil said the Centre was
weighing three opinions that
had emerged — some wanted
the Special Powers Act to be
withdrawn completely, some
were against its removal while

SRINAGAR, SEPT. 16. Asserting
that Thanjam Manorama De-
vi, whose death in the custo-
dy of the Assam Rifles
created a furore in Manipur,
had “questionable creden-
tials,” the Army Chief, N.C.
Vij, said there were reports of
her “underground” connec-
tions.

“As far as the credentials of
this lady are concerned, they
are questionable. Everyone
knows that she was mixed up
with the underground. There

MM'

some wanted it to be made less
stringent. “The law is not appli-
cable throughout the country
but only in some areas. It is not
a perpetual thing. Laws are
made after ideas evolve, discus-
sions are held.” “However, this
is a decision which will not be
taken individually by me, this is
a Cabinet decision and if there
is a need to review it, the same
has to be done by the Law Min-
istry. Believe me, all the issues
will be resolved with people’s
assistance and wisdom.”

‘Assam Rifles will
move out’

Mr. Patil said the Assam Rifles
would vacate the Kangla Fort in
Imphal soon. Most of the troops
had moved out and the remain-
ing personnel would vacate the
fort at the earliest. Mr. Ibobi
Singh called on the Prime Min-
ister, Manmohan Singh, and the
Union Minister for the North-
East, P.R. Kyndiah.

Earlier, Mr. Ibobi Singh de-
scribed the situation in the State
as “more or less normal”’ but
ruled out a complete withdraw-
al of the AFSPA because law and
order was still a problem. “Ex-
tortions and secessionist and
separatist movements are still
going on in other areas of the
State. They [Apunba Lup] are
insisting on its [Act] withdrawal
but at this juncture, it is not
possible to withdraw further.
Only when there is no extortion,
secessionist or separatist move-
ment and there is complete nor-
malcy, can it be withdrawn
from the entire State,” he said.

Manorama’s credenti‘als
questionable: Vij .

are reports available on
that,” Gen. Vij told reporters
here.

“Even the State Chief Min-
ister was on record having
said this.”

Referring to the post-mor-
tem report of Manorama De-
vi, which reportedly ruled
out her rape in the custody,
the Army Chief said: “It has
come out clearly that there is
no rape and I think this is one
fact which must reach every-
one.” — PTI
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“States must talk to Naxals: Centre

M4

Rajnish Sharma
New Delhi, September 16

THE CABINET Committee on Securi-
ty (CCS), which met here on Wednes-
day, endorsed the Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment’s move of initiating talks
with Naxalite groups and said home
minister Shivraj Patil should impress
upon other Naxalite-affected states to
adopt a similar strategy.

Patil is scheduled to hold a meeting
with the chief ministers of such states
in Hyderabad on September 21.

According to sources, the CCS ex-
pressed the view that the Andhra gov-
ernment's move to lift the ban on the
People's War Group and bring them to
the talking table was giving “fav-
ourable results”.

It said that states like Madhya
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh,
Bihar, Orissa, Maharashtra and Uttar
Pradesh, which are participating in
the Chief Ministers’ meeting, should
explore similar possibilities.

Further, the committee added that
the Centre is willing to provide addi-
‘tional funds for development in Naxal-
affected districts, particularly the trib-
al areas, in these eight states.

Once the agenda for the chief min-
isters’ meeting is cleared, the CCS will
focus on starting the dialogue process
in these states.

“The Centre is of the view that there
should be a long-term strategy to tack-
le the Naxal problem instead of mere-

THE L

L.

e
ly reducing it to a law and order situa-
tion,” a source said.

It may be mentioned that these is-
sues were discussed at length during a
recent meeting of the chief secre-
taries, home secretaries and DGPs of
these eight states in New Delhi.

“The groundwork for the CMs’ con-
ference was done at the meeting of
state DGs. Even the CCS endorsed it,”
a senior home ministry official said.

The CCS meeting was chaired by
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and
attended by Home Minister Shivraj
Patil, Defence Minister Pranab
Mukherjee and Finance Minister P.
Chidambaram.

13 PW men in the net

Our correspondent adds from
Bhubaneswar that the police have ar-
rested 13 Naxalites and four of their
sympathisers from the Gobindpalli
forest area of Malkangiri district.
Malkangiri Superintendent of Police
S.D. Singh told Hindustan Times that
the 13 arrested Naxalites are cadres of
the People’s War and were wanted in
connection with different incidents of
violence. They were also accused in a
couple of incidents of firing and land-
mine blasts before the last Assembly
elections in the state.

The Naxalites were trying to enter
the district late on Wednesday night
along with participants from the dis-
trict in the Naxal sympathisers’ rally in

SPLTURE LY

9., W’@fv“ N~

Bhubaneswar. With police permission,
90 Naxal sympathisers had gone from
the district to take part in the rally at
Bhubaneswar. During their return,
their headcount showed 107. Along with
the PW cadres, four Naxal sympathisers
wanted in certain cases were also held.
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Buddha sounds Red

alertfor UPAonCMP

\ \
CM Says Cong Has Never Done l%nything I%Cr\The Poor

~Jhalda (west Bengalw \

11 SEPTEMBER U/-/

EST Bengal chief min-
ister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee on Sat-

urday warned that his party will
withdraw support to the Con-
gress-led UPA government if it
failed toimplement the Common
Minimim Programme in letter
and spirit. “We have provided
support to the central govern-
ment on the understanding that
it will not pursue any anti-people
policy and at the same time take
our political compulsions into
consideration, Mr Bhattacharjee
told a conference of the West
Bengal biri workers union here in
Naxalite-hit Purulia district.

“If the Congress provides good
governance, we will continue to
supportthe UPA, but ifit does not
follow the CMPin letter and spir-
it, our support will cease. Isay this
emphatically,” the chief minister
said. The chief minister said: “We
know the Congress for the past
57 years. They have not done
anything for the poor. So, is the
Congress capable of delivering
the goods now? We will have to

The Economic T

keep a careful watch.”

He said the BJP wanted to es-
tablish a Hindu rashtra, but peo-
ple rejected the party in the elec-
tion. “And the Congress which
formed a coalition government
sought our support which we
gave because they pledged to do
good work for the people.” Mr
Bhattacharjee’s comments came
a day after party veteran Jyoti
Basu expressed unhappiness
over the functioning of the UPA
governmernt.

L
Tiviory

The chief minister was critical
of the decisions to hike the prices
of petrol, diesel and LPG saying
that it had hit the common man.
He said: “We are against rise in the
prices of the petrol, diesel and LPG
every now and then. Our party
MPs have protested against this in
Parliament.” He said his party was
also opposed to the policy of hire
and fire and wanted the govern-
ment to implement its pledge to
provide a minimum of 100 days
jobtoeach family in a year. — PTI

12 SEP 2004



-

‘Yiesy pue uoneonps
‘TogeM ‘AJIOLI09[d ‘speol dansus 0]
suejd jo uoyvjUsWS[dWI PIsSAI)S S
‘ojdoed pue siofiom Aped YIrm uoly
-BUIPJI00D 19119q 9AdIYdE 0} SoINseoll
o¥e} 03 SD Oy} paxse pue suoh
- Iy} Suryoem sem diysiopes|
9y} jeyj} Pres upteN {eleyusp AN
yuesoad a1om (Y3urg urwey IW) yiesd
-syjey) pue (ofey eieypunsep JINW)
ueyyseley ‘(men (8] nqeq IN) ysep
-exJ eAypey ‘(TeyLied Ieyouey 1)
eOn) ‘(Bpunjy unlry IN) pueIRyL
‘(TPOIN BIpUaIBN AJA) Yerefns) Jo SIND
o pajurod oy ‘el0g
Sunsjoaal pue pJ U0 Ueq oy3 Furaoural
Jo Sun{[el sem aajua) Iy} ‘40X °pres
3y ‘yseperd elypuy Se UMOp I} se
TPUJ Ul S33'1S XIS }589] 8 J0J UI9dU00

Joj 9sned € 9q pnoys [edoN Ul sjuaul
-o[@ JSIOBJY JO UOTIBPI[OSU0d 9y,
“qno pajutod oy
‘eajue)) Y} Yim uoreredood 10§ poyse
pue SNoLIos, SeM UOIEN)IS Yy} posife
-91 I9)STUIW JOTYD S I19er] 3T pasoddo
A[penyur Jueuriiesod TeSudg 1S9M 9}
‘stysope[dueq [ede[l jtodep 03 SALIP
© POYIB)S JUBILISA0S YN U3 USYM
‘pres oy wegsAs Ino ur sejoydoof
Snid 07 pepesu JI sme] jPEUS ISNU
quamuaeaod oyJ, -uoiejrodop IOYY
ojrpadxe pue wayy SurkJipuspt ut sdas
aAnyisod 93e) JSNUI aIjUa)) Y3 se [[om

‘ aanpedsiad 18103099 pue [ed

-nrpod, € utoxy swajqoxd 959y} pamala

1] 'SUIOOU0D ALINJ9S S UOLIBU Y]

10J UIS3U0D JO You], 8 Sulkedsip ymm
Juowwionod vd( 9yy pasieyd o

‘ysapeidueg

wogy uorjeiSrurull Jede[[l woy AjLmd

-9s Teuonjeu o} sieduep oY} poIssaAls

9l -o[Sue [BUNWWO) B WOJ] UIIS

9q Jou PNOYS onssi  JNO[OOLLL, Y3}

pue uorsofdxe uopendod jo sursjqoid

oY} jey} ples Sseappe STY Ul ‘TUBAPY
7 1y ‘wonisoddQ sy3 Jo 19pear oy,

* SINjonmseyul

se 9je)s 9Y) Je Ujo(q SIUSUILIDACK), Cm 1 pue uoreu a3 uo aanssaad jnd i

jour S]AD e ysnd

o\ -Yd

soueequut drydeidowep Aue, jeyj Jn0
Bunyutod a{iym ‘pres oy SUILD, ® sB
pomoata Suraq st 91 ‘uoryendod JFuisessd
-UI Juoqe sureduod sassasdxe Apoq
-Aue J1 ,'A191008 jo suonoss [je Suowe
AULIOJIUN ULIOU PIIY2-0M7 Y3 JO UOT}ES
-uepndod, Yjim seansesw [013U0D UOH
-endod ojouroad 03 L1y pinoys saes
91} 1eY) SOUAISJUOd JY) P03 ‘BPIEN
yereyus A N S ‘puepisaad Ajred oy,
"Pres 8 ‘payIiuap!l 8q PInNoo Seare
QIOJ\] "UOIJBONDS PUE SUONIS]0 1BABYD
“ued 03 WLou plIyo-omy 9y} pIYUY
Apeaae peq 9y 1ey} pres yressiey)
Jo yBurg urwiey J(J ULIOU PIYI-0M3

SS9

Vd

3o1J "

N

P

Y3 yuewejduir 03 A3 p[no
18Y) pres ‘ofey BIBUPUNSEA SIJ ‘199ST
-ur Joryo ueyjseley oyj, ‘uoryemdod
uo wpusde Aed oy} Sunuewr
-oldwr ur aI90ouIs alom Koy) 1By} BIP
-ou ay [[e} 0} 19)B] SI3ISTUIUL JOTYD 9Y)
Suoure uonjedwiod sem a19y] “poR] U
‘sjueISrurun [ysepelsueg [eSay[
19¥)0p 0} sdags o8} PUB ULIOU PI2-0Mm])
ay) yusure[dwil 0y saImseow aArpe-oxd
oy} 03 w_yy uodn pofeo Anred oy,
‘aIiuay) sy jo opmyiye
aanpexadoodum o) :idsep Juetudoeasp
uo stseydua 1938043 L8] 03 s93B)S pona
-dId XIS oY) JO SIo)STull Joro poyse
£epo) drd 9y} ‘Yi8ualys Jo MOUS Jual
-edde ue ul — ‘11 "1dog ‘THTIA MAN

JOIAUIS SMIN NYINSILYLS

THE STATESMAN



“Tamil Nadu | Opposes

By J. VenkatesanQ] y CS Valdyanathan, semof\

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 8. Kamataka to-
day moved the Supreme Court
seeking reconstitution of the
Cauvery Water Disputes Tribu-
nal and Tamil Nadu filed a pet-
ition strongly opposing the
plea.

Earlier in the day, Anil Divan,
senior counsel for Karnataka,
requested the tribunal (which
resumed its hearing) to adjourn
the proceedings as the apex
court was to hear on Friday a
petition challenging the orders
passed by its two members that
they would undertake a visit to
the Cauvery basin to under-
stand ground realities, though
the Chairman opposed the trip.
Counsel said if the request was
not acceded to Karnataka might
not take part in the
proceedings.

The tribunal comprises the
Chairman, Justice N.P. Singh,
and the members, N.S. Rao and
Sudhir Narain.

counsel for Tamil Nadu, said
the hearings before the tribunal
had nothing to do with the case
coming up on Friday. The tribu-
nal, however, adjourned the
proceedings till September 27.

On August 20, the apex court,
acting on a special leave pet-
ition (SLP) filed by the Gandhi
Sahitya Sangh Trust, restrained
Mr. Rao and Mr. Narain from
undertaking the visit and issued
notice to the Centre, Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Pondiches-
ry and the tribunal.

‘Disturbing events’

Karnataka, in its affidavit,
said the visit by only two mem-
bers was contrary to the provi-
sions of the Inter-State Water
Disputes Act, 1956, as they did
not constitute the tribunal; fur-
ther inspection after closure of
evidence and completion of ar-
guments on availability of water
would be prejudicial to Karna-
taka. The disturbing and dis-

tnbunal r/econstltutlon

t Cs&mg events, reflecting a lack
of\collegiality and unity in the
tribunal, made the task difficult
and embarrassing.

In these circumstances, Kar-
nataka said, it fully supported
the petitioner’s contention that
“the tribunal has almost broken
down” and the situation could
be remedied only by reconsti-
tuting it.

‘Consistent defiance’

In its response, Tamil Nadu
questioned the petitioner’s lo-
cus standi to file the SLP as the
apex court in April 2003 dismis-
sed a similar petition filed by
the same organisation.

It said Karnataka had been
defying the tribunal’s interim
orders and for this year also
there was a cumulative deficit of
35 thousand million cubic feet
(tmcft). The present petition at
the behest of Karnataka was
meant to delay and thwart the
proceedings of the tribunaj,
which was to complete its hear-

ing shortly and give its final
award. The attempt by Karnata-
ka was to hold control of all wa-
ters flowing in its reservoir:
until they surplussed.

Tamil Nadu charged Karnata
ka with also discrediting the tri
bunal to make a ground fo:
challenging the award tha
might by passed.

‘Baseless averment’

The petitioner’s averment
that the people of Karnataka
would suffer a grave and irrepa-
rable hardship was baseless. It
was not known how the inspec-
tion of the site by the members
would cause hardship to any
State.

The tribunal had powers to
visit the basin States, the affida-
vit said.

Contending that the State
had full confidence in the tribu-
nal, it sought dismissal of the
SLP. The case comes up for
hearing on Friday.

‘Challenge to Centre’: Paf 4
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contempt

By ]. Venkatesan \49

NEW DELHI, AUG. 30. The Sutlej-
Yamuna Link canal row today
took a new turn with the brother
of the Haryana Chief Minister,
Om Prakash Chautala, filing a
petition in the Supreme Court
seeking the initiation of con-
tempt proceedings against the
Centre and the Punjab Govern-
ment for “disobeying” the Su-
preme Court’s orders for
construction of the SYL canal.

The petitioner, Pratap Singh
Chautala, submitted that Pun-
jab and the Centre had violated
the court judgments for political
gains.

“Tomorrow, residents of the
State of Haryana would be
forced to violate the directions
of the apex court by stopping
Yamuna water to the State of
Delhi for keeping their bodies

“SYL canal row: court |

sgains Cen

and souls togeth

The Supreme Cdurt had twice
directed the Punjab Govern-
ment and the Centre to com-
plete the construction of the
Punjab portion of the SYL canal
facilitating the flow of Ravi-Beas
water to Haryana.

Last week, the court also dis-
missed the Punjab Govern-
ment’s review petition making
it mandatory for the Centre to
go ahead with construction of
the canal but the work did not
begin.

‘Centre too responsible’

Describing the inaction as a
clear case of contempt, the pet-
itioner said that not only Punjab
but also the Centre was equally
responsible for not implement-
ing the court directions of Janu-
ary 15, 2002 and June 4.
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e “syManmohan discusses
ﬁ’ «yManipur with allies

NEW DELHL Aug. 3. ~Ina
bid to work out a formula for
bringing peace in Manipur,
the Prime Minister,
Manmohan Singh, today dis-
cussed the volatile situation in
the north-eastern state with
key supporters of the ruling
UPA, a day after the Centre
directed the Union home min-
istry to restore normalcy in the
valley. The PM also met Mrs
Sonia Gandhi as well as the
Manipur chief minister over
the issue. Mr Singh held a 55-
minute meeting with CPI-M
general secretary, Mr
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, and
his CPI counterpart; Mr AB
Bardhan, and a separate one
with Samajwadi Party leaders,
Mr Amar Singh and Mr'Ram
Gopal Yadav.

Manipur chief minister Mr
O Ibobi Singh has been camp-

Dr .

Students demonstrate near Mr
Ibobi Singh's residence
in Imphal on Tuesday. — EP

ing here with a mission to
resolving the problem in his
state in the wake of the
demand for lifting the contro-
versia} Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act, also met the Dr

THE STATESMAN

New Governor

NEW DELHI, Aug. 3. —Dr Shivin-
der Singh Sidhu has been appoin-
ted Manipur Governor, a Rash-
trapati Bhavan communique said
today. Dr Sidhu, who is former Civ-
il Aviation Secretary, replaces Mr
Anvind Dave, He was Director of
India’s Civil Aviation Administration
(Feb 1985-Oct 1987) and has
been Chairman of Air india and
indian Airfines. — SNS

Singh late tonight. Mr A B
Bardhan did not divulge de-
tails of the discussions but said
it was about the ways to “deal
with the sensitive situation”.
In Imphal, people court
ed arrest and students
demonstrated demanding
withdrawal of the Armed
Forces Special Powers Act.
SP leader Mr Amar Singh
said he had assured the gov-
ernment of all possible

support on the matter. /
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SATURDAY, JULY 24, 2004

PASSING THE BUCK” " 5

IT HAS BEEN CLEAR from the start that what
‘we are witnessing in Punjab is as much a politi-
cal game as a water dispute. Early indications
'of this came from the promptness with which
ithe Governor gave his assent to the Punjab
Termination of Agreements Bill, 2004, which
annulled all past water-sharing agreements
and accords with other States. There has been a
‘closing of ranks in the State, with bitter political
iopponents supporting the Government on this
issue. Haryana, Rajasthan, and Himachal Pra-
desh, on the other hand, have legitimately cried
foul. In this context, the Manmohan Singh Gov-
ernment’s decision to seek the Supreme
‘Court’s opinion under Article 143 of the Consti-
tution on the Punjab legislation amounts to
ppassing the buck. The Centre has not been pre-
pared to take a clear stand against Punjab’s
unilateral and provocative action, which has
serious implications for federalism; it has not
been willing to take political risks through
mediation; and it could not afford to remain a
passive observer either. So it has tried to hand
over the hot potato to the Supreme Court’s
advisory jurisdiction. Under Article 143, the
apex court’s advice does not have the force of a
judgment but it does bind all other courts in
the land.

~ This is not the first time the Centre has re-
sorted to Article 143 to find a way out of a
politically challenging situation. In 1991, when
Karnataka promulgated an ordinance to coun-
ter the Interim Order of the Cauvery Tribunal,
the Centre made a presidential reference and
the Court obliged. In 1993, the Narasimha Rao
government, which came under intense pres-
sure on the Ayodhya issue, sought the apex
court's advice on “whether a Hindu temple or
any Hindu religious structure existed prior to
the construction of the Ramjanmabhoomi-Ba-

THE HINDU
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bri Maspd in the area in Wthh the structure
stood.” The Court wisely declined to answer
that single point reference, holding it to be “su

perfluous” and “unnecessary.” The current
presidential reference asks the Supreme Court
to advise whether the Punjab Termination of
Agreements Act, 2004, is in accordance with the
Constitution, the Inter-State Water Disputes
Act, 1956, the Punjab Reorganisation Act and
the Central notification issued under that Act in
1976; whether the Act is a valid termination of
the 1981 and other Agreements; and if so,
whether Punjab stands discharged from the
obligation to comply with the Supreme Court’s
directions regarding the Sutlej-Yamuna Link
Canal. Even if these questions are answered,
that will not be the end of the story; indeed the
plot could get more complicated, with embar-
rassing institutional implications.

The Centre does not appear to have appre-
ciated the fact that there is an important differ-
ence between the 1991 and 2004 river water
dispute references. When the Supreme Court
expressed the opinion that the Karnataka ordi-
nance was unconstitutional, the State Govern-
ment let the ordinance lapse. In the present
case, an Act passed by the legislature and as-
sented to by the Governor is in place. In the
event of the Supreme Court advising the Centre
that it is unconstitutional, the Punjab Act will
not cease to exist. It will need a further political
act of repeal, and, if that is not forthcoming,
decisive Central action — and possibly a press-
ing on of the legal challenge and a judicial de-
termination of the issues. So under the
circumstances, given the real possibility of its
advisory jurisdiction being invoked in vain, will
the apex court entertain the presidential refer-
ence? If it does not, the Centre will have mud on
its face and the hot potato back in its hands.
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Presndentlal

Reference in v«

Supreme Court

By Gargi Parsai \/( 0

NEW DELHI, JULY 22. The Central
Government today filed a Presi-
dential Reference under Article
143 in the Supreme Court in the
matter of construction of the
Sutlej-Yamuna Link Canal,
seeking the court’s opinion on
the Punjab Government’s en-
actment of the Punjab Termina-
tion of Agreements Act, 2004.

The Act terminates all inter-
State treaties/tribunal awards
which are yet to be given effect.

In his four-point reference,
the President, A.P.J. Abdul Ka-
lam, seeks to know whether the
Act is constitutionally valid and
really discharges the State Gov-
ernment from the water agree-
ments. It affects the agreement
on sharing of the waters of the
— Ravi, Beas and Sutlej —
among Punjab, Haryana, Rajas-
than and Himachal Pradesh.
The matter is likely to be re-
ferred to a Constitution Bench
of the Supreme Court.

Pressure on Government

A decision to move the Su-
preme Court was taken at an in-
formal meeting here today of
the Cabinet Committee on Po-
litical Affairs, chaired by the
Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh.

The Government is under
pressure to take action with all
the State Governments. con-
cerned threatening legal action.
Besides, the matter was raised
in Parliament two days ago
where the Prime Minister gave
an assurance that action would
be taken within two to three
days.

The Centre filed an applica-
tion in the Supreme Court on
July 16 showing compliance
with its order of June 4 for set-
ting up-a central agency to com-
plete the canal in Punjab and
seeking directions in view of the

enactment of\he Punjab Act.

The SYL Canal runs for 121
km in Punjab and 90 km in Ha-
ryana and is supposed to carry a
major share of Haryana’s aver-
age share of the Ravi-Beas wa-
ters under an agreement
between the States concerned
in 1981.

The construction of the canal
in Haryana is complete Punjab

Atticle 143 of
the Constitution |

(1) If at any time, it ap-

| pears to the President that |
| a question of law or fact |
| has arisen, or is likely to

| arise, which is of such a |
{ nature and of such public :
importance that it is expe- !
dient to obtain the opin-
ion of the Supreme Court |
{ upon it, he may refer the |
question to that Court for- |
consideration and the |
Court may, after such j
hearing as it thinks fit, re- |
port to the President its |
opinion thereon. |

" (2) The President may, |
notwithstanding anything |
n ... the proviso to Article t
131 [Original jurisdiction |
of the Supreme Court], re- |

" fer a dispute of the kind |
mentioned in the said pro- |
viso to the Supreme Court |
for opinion .and the Su- |

| preme Court shall, after
| such hearing as it thinks |
{ fit, report to the President |
| its opinion thereon. |

undertook in 1982 to complete
the construction of its portion
of the canal but abandoned it in
1991. Haryana moved the Su-
preme Court which on June 4
ordered the Centre to ensure
the completion of the canal and
provide security to the staff.
See also Page 11
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PRIME MINISTER MANMOHAN Singh — a cere-
bral leader who takes the challenges and burdens
of governance seriously — must be commended
for reviving an excellent tradition: Jawaharlal
Nehru’s regular letters to Chief Ministers, known
as ‘fortnightlies’, which were followed keenly by a
much wider circle of readers than those to whom
they were addressed. Those letters from a great
communicator, written in an informal style,
ranged over “issues and problems confronting
the government and people of India ... and are
invaluable ... for the insight they provide into the
evolution both of Nehru’s thought and of official
policies” (to quote from the Editorial Note in the
first in the five volume series, Letters to Chief
Ministers, 1947-1964 edited by G. Parthasarathy).
Read today, they stand out as a model of trans-
parency and thoughtfulness in governance. One
wishes they could also be held up as models of
fealty to ‘cooperative federalism’, because that
was one area where the practice of India’s first
and greatest Prime Minister fell conspicuously
short of what a federal polity really required. Giv-
en the hegemony of the Congress during the
Nehru era and its intolerance of any other party
ruling anywhere, the Central Government could
get away with ‘cooperative federalism’ under
Central tutelage. Today, of course, the situation is
radically different: even if constitutional federal-
ism in India is still far from perfect, especially in
the field of Centre-State fiscal refations, the real-
ities and compulsions of coalition politics have
brought into existence a kind of political
federalism.

Following the Nehru approach, Prime Minister
Singh’s inaugural letter to Chief Ministers ad-
dresses an ensemble of issues and problems but
seems to focus on the imperative of reforming
and revitalising public systems and institutional
relations —/and on forging a vibrant partnership,
with a c]éar division of responsibility, between
the Cepftre and the States to ensure that devel-
opmgnt programmes are well conceived and re-

" REVIVING GOOD PRACTICE ¢

TUESDAY, JULY 20, 2004

Q

ach those they are intended to benefit.\Reportedly
shaken by the mass distress and deprivation he
recently glimpsed first hand in Andhra Pradesh,
Dr. Singh is looking for fresh and possibly radical
answers to the problem of the breakdown of de-
livery systems and the poverty of anti-poverty
recipes and programmes across the country. He
also seems troubled over the ‘non-inclusiveness’
of the process of economic development in India,
notably post-1991, and over the phenomenon of
“uneven development, between regions and be-
tween people.” This Prime Minister is too honest
and too modest a man o suggest that he has all
the answers and his first letter to his peers at the
State level, representing a good part of the Indian
political spectrum, is an exploratory attempt to
establish a congenial wavelength for Centre-State
communication on all issues and problems that
matter. There can be no question that this revival
of a good practice, which no Prime Minister after
Nehru had the vision and the intellectual energy
to keep alive, is admirable.

What is not is the signal sent out by an in-
stitutional misstep that occurred in Kumbako-
nam on Sunday: Congress president Sonia
Gandhbi’'s announcement of the sanctioning by
the Central Government of a sum of Rs. 1 crore to
provide relief to the bereaved parents of the
school children who died in Friday's fire accident.
Ms. Gandhi’s awkward announcement that “on
behalf of the Prime Minister” she was “required”
to communicate the Centre’s decision reflected
the institutional inappropriateness of what she
was doing, or made to go through. It speaks to a
political culture that needs reform as much as
anything else. Ms. Gandhi is the president of the
largest party in the country, the one with the most
seats in the Lok Sabha. Her visit to Kumbakonam
to express solidarity with the bereaved and the
suffering will be widely appreciated. But there
was no need at all to do anything that suggested
an overlapping of fupictions between her and the
office of Prime Mi
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ﬂETTER TO CHIEF MINISTERS

Reform public

systems, says .

A VA
‘- Manmohan >
’

By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, JULY 18. The Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh, has
written to all the Chief Ministers,
inviting attention to the need to
reform the public institutions at
the State and the Central levels.
According to Dr. Singh, the re-
forms of public systems “in-
volved energising institutions of
governance and ensuring ac-
countability in the provisions of
public services, transparency in
handling of public funds and
aligning incentives with desired
outcomes.”

Dr. Singh'’s letter is meant to
revive a tradition set by the first
Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Neh-
ru, who wrote letters every
month to Chief Ministers, ex-
plaining and exhorting them to
join cheerfully in the task of na-
tion-building. The idea is also to
build a national consensus on
the fundamentals of govern-
ance, over and above the politi-
cal parties’ mutual antagonism.
The Prime Minister’s communi-
cation is remarkably free of any
partisan note.

Dr. Singh has come back a
troubled man after his visit earli-
er this month to Andhra Pra-
desh, where he saw first hand
the complete breakdown of the
delivery system. He is reported
to be keen to see that adminis-
trative effectiveness is
reinvented.

In his first letter to the Chief
Ministers, Dr. Singh said:
“Maintenance of law and order
is critical in providing an atmo-
sphere conducive to economic
development and social harmo-
ny.” In this respect, he drew at-
tention to the Chief Minister’s
exercise of his favourite power
of transferring officials. “Fre-
quent transfers of public ser-
/ants have a debilitating impact

not only on their performance
and morale, but also on the
whole process of governance.
Development administration al-
so involves learning that to a
large extent depends on the reg-
ularity of tenure. “Therefore, I
urge you to ensure stability of
tenure to officials in key posi-
tions in order to ensure effective
administration and proper de-
livery of public services,” he
wrote.

The thrust of the letterison a
vibrant collaboration between
the Centre and the States. While
“the Centre can generate funds
for development programmes,
their success is dependent on
the efficacy of implementation
which is entirely in your hands,”
he said. That meant “collective
endeavours in the true spirit of
an abiding partnership in the
best traditions of cooperative
federalism.”

Acknowledging that a lot has
been achieved since Jawaharlal
Nehru spelt out national goals of
an egalitarian social order, Dr.
Singh also conceded that “we
face a situation of uneven devel-
opment, between regions and
between people.” Hence, ac-
cording to him, the need is “to
make our process of economic
reforms inclusive, both at the
Centre and in the States.” And,
he defines inclusiveness as “en-
suring equal opportunities for
vulnerable sections like the
Scheduled Castes, the Sched-
uled Tribes, other backward
classes, women and minorities.”

Dr. Singh ended his letter by
inviting the Chief Ministers to
“play the role of visionary lead-
ers working towards transform-
ing the 50Cio-economic
conditions of millions of our
countrymen who are looking up
to us for enhancing the qualit
of their lives.”
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/Sarkarl scandal

>Cover-up can only make it worse '>r

t is only coincidental that Dilip Sinha, former V1ce}(

cellor of Visva-Bharati, was arrested for alleged fou!
over the appointment of a lecturer a few days prior t
shocking revelation that Pabitra Sarkar, former vice-
cellor of Rabindra Bharati University, used improper
ments to secure academic appointments carrying hanc
salaries and perks. The first was jailed after his arre
attesting documents of a candidate without verifyin
qualifications from original documents which, it now
pires, don’t exist. The second is allowed to defend him:
the assurance that the chief minister stands by him
crisis. Anil Biswas ducks the question, suggesting thi
academic, not a political, matter. If it hadn’t been pc
the chief minister would not have cared to reassure th
list that he is safe because of his reputation as a ling
doesn’t occur to Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee that he is
ing totally out of context: that academic qualificatic
unrelated to acts of fraud for which another former
paying the penalty. If Sarkar belongs to the protected :
it is because the Left has polluted education in the
manner in which it had accused the Sangh Pari
polluting history.

The facts of the case are simple: the PhD that f
Sarkar a series of academic appointments was done i
at Chicago University but the certificate hasn’t reache
after 29 years. Sarkar would have everyone believe th

“technical” error and that the certificate should reach |
September. That still doesn’t explain how he securec
academic positions — often in preference to cand
equally, if not more worthy — without producing the
documents. The first revelation of a criminal lapse was
article published in this paper last November. Since th
academic world and society outside the committed Lef
had reason to be puzzled that one of Americ.’s L
universities should allow the matter to hang for 29 y
Sarkar had actually completed his thesis. If, as he «
there are “formalities” pending, the institution
accepted him in good faith have a right to know the t
is typical of the loyalist to flaunt his political cred
which, it must be said, are irrelevant in the eyes of the
cover-up for “one of their own” can only protect Sat
‘0 a point. Buddhadeb owes it to those who trusted t}
femic to allow the law to take its course.
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The T ruth behind 14
Pun]ab 's River Waters

Capt. Amarinder Singh
Chief Minister, Punjab ;

Punjab is proud of its position in the Indian Union and has equal concern for its neighbours. As a sovereign
authomy, isiders it its bounden duty to uphold the Constltutlon and the laws and to protect the

jasthan and therefore do not constitute their basin areas. Even according to the
939 sq. km. of areas within Haryana fall within the 'Indus Basin' (not within

.
b4

(ly utilizises about 5.95 MAF of water (about 4.33 MAF from Sutlej and about 1.62 MAF
from Ravi and Beas);

Punj ab's claim of its share in Yamuna water has been turned down even though parts of Punjab fall within

Yamuna basin while Haryana and Rajasthan have continued to utilize the waters of rivers Ravi and Beas

~ though they are neither riparian nor basin States. Punjab as a good neighbour accepted such utilizations by
Hdryana dnd Raj asthan asusages 'by sufferdnce but notasa matter of any recognition of their: rlghts

No rehable and scientific study of h drological, ecological and sociological impact of large %cale trans-basin
diversion from Punjab to Harya taken when Punjab, Haryana and Rajasthan
entered into an agreement on 31.1 in MAF of water to Haryana and 8.60 MAF of water to
Rajasthan out of the surplus flow o 1ver iand E then estimated at 17.17 MAF based on 1921-

1960 flow series;

Such a huge trans-basin diversion of water is likely 0 have permanent adverse impact on the irrigation and
other requirements within the basin are Jab rendering about 9 lakh acres of the basin areas dry and
illion families. Diversion of water on such a large scale

from the donor deficit basin of Ravi and Beas to th urplus basin of the Yamuna river is contrary to national

- water policy guidelines;

‘There is material and substantial change in ground realities adverse to the interests of Punjab because the
total availability of waters in the rivers Ravi and Beas has reduced from 17.17 MAF (assumed under the
Agreement dated 31.12.1981) to 14.37 MAF as per the flow series of 1981-2002. Moreover under the
Yamuna Agreement dated 12.5.1994, Haryana has been allocated 4.65 MAF of w  will be further
augmented by the Sarda Yamuna Link;

Inthe circumstances, the terms of the said Agreement dated 31.12.1981 have become o fair, unreasonable
and contrary to the interests of the inhabitants of the Ravi and Beas basin, who have la ' utilize the water
of therivers Ravi and Beas; |

Being conscious of the legal position that the obligations arising from an Agre
fetter the powers of the Legislature to enact a law in public interest, the Punjab Vi
Punjab Termination of Agreements Act, 2004.

The Punjab Termmatlon of Agreements Act, 2004 fully protects'e itiliza
Ravi, Beas and Sutlej waters by the neighbouring States. Section-5 of the Act clequy
stipulates that all existing and actual utilizations through the existing systems shall remain

protected and unaffected.
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‘Govt takes SC cover

in Punjab Water war

HT Correspondent f\-’

New Delhi, July 15 X\

THE CENTRE today filed an ap-
plication before the Supreme Co-
urt seeking fresh directions on
the construction of the Sutlej-Ya-
muna Link canal in the wake of
the controversy arising from Pu-
njab’s unilateral decision to scrap
its agreements with neighbour-
ing states on sharing of water.
The Bill passed by the Punjab As-
sembly has also scrapped Clause
9.3 of the Rajiv-Longowal Accord
on the construction of the canal.

The application was filed by
the Congress-led government in
the vexed SYL canal case in whi-
ch the apex court had directed the
Centre to take over the construc-
tion of the Punjab portion of the
canal after noting the state gov-
ernment’s continued reluctance
to do the same. The application
said fresh directions were requi-
red as Punjab’s decision to enact
the law has rendered the comple-
tion of the SYL canal, as directed
by the court, difficult.

The SC had directed the Centre
to identify within a month an
agency to take control of the con-
struction work. It also directed
the Punjab government to han-
dover the area demarcated for the

constructlon of the canal to the
central agency within two weeks.

But soon after the Centre asked
the PWD to take up construction
work, the Punjab Assembly on
July 12 passed a Bill terminating
all water sharing agreements
with Haryana and Rajasthan.

Moved by Chief Minister Am-
arinder Singh at a special one-day
session, the Bill “for terminating
and discharging the government
of Punjab from its obligations”on
all agreements relating to the wa-
ters of Ravi-Beas rivers “in pub-
lic interest” was supported by the
Opposition SAD-BJP alliance.

The move to approach the 8C
was cleared by the CCPA on We-
dnesday keeping in mind the July
15 deadline set by the apex court
for the state to hand over to the
Centre the possession of the
canal in the Punjab area.

The move is part of the Cen-
tre’s two-pronged strategy to deal
with the situation. Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh summoned
Amarinder, besides holding meet-
ings with Haryana, Rajasthan
and Himachal CMs. Haryana and
Rajasthan are worried that water
distribution would be hit, a fear
that Amarinder sought to dispel
citing a clause in the new Act on

“curr;yﬁt annual usage” of water.
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Amarinder lobbies to protect Act

By Sarabjit Pandher

CHANDIGARH, JULY 14. The Pun-
jab Chief Minister, Amarinder
Singh, spent a day at the Parlia-
ment to “protect” the contro-
versial Termination of
Agreements Bill, 2004, which
was passed by the Assembly on
Monday. While he stood guard
against attempts to sabotage
the step, he also met other
Members of Parliament to ex-
plain the “real situation”. -
Sources close to the Chief
Minister, said Capt. Singh has
been quite concerned at the at-
tempts to portray Punjab as a
“sinner”, even when its rights
were usurped and no amicable

solution had been worked out
since the State was re-orga-
nised on linguistic basis in
1966. So far alone in the Con-
gress, Capt. Singh seems to
have launched a campaign to
win friends to project Punjab’s

" case before the party as well as

the country.

Reports received here indi-
cated that the Chief Minister
spent considerable time in the
Central Hall today, amid re-
ports that at least one Rajya
Sabha member and a former
Lok Sabha member had con-
tacted Congress MPs from Pun-
jab, to dissuade them from
supporting Capt. Singh’s ef-
forts. However, when contacted

over phone in Delhi, former
Lok Sabha member, Jagmeet
Singh Brar, said there was no
question of opposing the Bill
passed by the Assembly. Mr.
Brar said he himself had court-
ed arrest about six times on the
issue, made more than two
dozen special mentions during
his two tenures as MP, pleaded
the State’s case before the Wa-
ter Resources Commission and
written various articles.

Mr. Brar described the devel-
opment as “historic” and said it
was a different issue to analyse
the impact the legislation could
have. He however regretted
that the Chief Minister did not
discuss the matter at the party

!@’\\\g‘\‘;{
A black

By Our Special Correspondent

CHANDIGARH, JULY 14. The Harya-
na Cabinet, which met here
this evening under the chair-
manship of the Chief Minister,
_Om Prakash Chautala, took a
serious note of the Punjab Ter-
mination of Agreements
Act-2004 and described it as “a
black law marking the nadir of
legislative impropriety”.

A resolution adopted by the
Council of Ministers, has urged
the Union Government to en-
sure that swift and firm exec-
utive, legislative and
constitutional action is taken
to prevent the “recurrence of
such maverick attempts to
subvert the Constitution and
the economic and social fabric
of the country”.

Y /(c(\r}’v"“
Iaw?’?ays

Later talking to media per-
sons, Mr. Chautala demanded
that all nine Congress MPs of
Haryana including the two
Union Ministers hailing from
the State -- Selja and Inderjit
Singh -- should impress upon
the Congress-led UPA Govern-
ment at the Centre to get the
verdict of the Supreme Court
implemented and in case the
Centre did not pay any heed to
them, they should quit.

He further said that Ms. Sel-
ja and Mr. Inderjit Singh
should be the first to quit their
offices and fight for the protec-
tion of the interests of the
Scate.

He also called upon all polit-
ical parties to rise above petty
politics and fight for safe-
guarding the interests of the

THE HINTYS

Haryana

State, He asserted that the is-
sue of construction of SYL ca-
nal was not confined to
Haryana but was a national is-
sue. He said that the Centre
should direct the Punjab Gov-
ernment to follow the direc-
tions of the Supreme Court or
take action against it. It was for
the Governments to honour
the commitments of their
predecessor Governments.

When his attention was
drawn towards some unpleas-
ant incidents in some parts of
the State in reaction to the Act,
he said it was but natural for
the people to react in such a
situation.

He has appealed to the peo-
ple not to be misled by the po-
litical gimmicks of the vested
interests.

level or take any senior leaders
into confidence about the im-
minent step. Similarly, a Rajya
Sabha member, Ashwani Ku-
mar, said that like all other MPs
from Punjab, he too endorsed
the stance adopted by the State
Government and ruled out any
fissures on the issue.

A Minister from Punjab, who
preferred anonymity, said that
Capt. Singh had done some-
thing that none of the previous
Chief Ministers could even dare
of contemplating. He claimed
that for a while Capt. Singh had
stolen the thunder from the
Akalis, especially Mr. Badal,
who had been claiming to be
the messiah of Punjabi farmers.

Political sources further in-
dicated that Capt. Singh has so
far withstood all pressures from
the Congress leadership to ef-
fect a turn around, especially in
light of the forthcoming elec-
tions to the Haryana Assembly.
Some even indicated that the
Chief Minister may prefer to
quit but not succumb to any
attempts to dilute Punjab’s
stance on the issue.

Meanwhile, Capt. Singh has
got immense support from a
quarter he least expected. The
Shiromani Akali Dal, while con-
tinuing with the unconditional
support on defending the
State’s claim on river waters,

_had in June gone to the extent

of threatening to walk out of
the National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA), in case any of its
constituents acted against Pun-
jab’s position. The Akali stand
comes in reaction to the state-
ment by the former Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani on
Tuesday.
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Captain as Terminator

Vq/@ Only one word to describe the PunjabA\¥
3Fermination of Agreements Bill: Preposterous

HERE can be no two ways about
it: the Punjab Termination of
Agreement Bill, 2004, has to go. Not
" only is it bad in law, it is a betrayal of
the Constitution since it disturbs the
fine balance of power between the
Centre. and the states and under-
mines the vital unifying principles
that keep this country together. The
chief minister of Punjab, Captain
Amarinder Singh, has long exhibited
a disturbing streak of self-righteous
arrogance and this move testifies to
this. It is, in fact, a response to
Supreme Court’s directive to the
Centre last month to ensure the com-
pletion of the Sutlej-Yamuna Link
canal meant to carry the waters of the
Sutle;j to Haryana.

Since the court had based its deci-
sion on the 1981 agreement between
the states of Punjab, Haryana and
Rajasthan — on the sharing of the
waters of the Sutlej, Beas and Ravi—
Punjab’s Congress government tho-
ught it best to terminate that agree-
ment. In doing so, the chief minister
was apparently oblivious of the fact
that a unilateral response of this kind
to what was essentially a tripartite
agreement, with the Centre having
played a facilitating role, is legally un-
tenable. Or perhaps he knew this all
right but didn’t care because his in-
tention was not so much to win the le-
gal argument as to make a political
point and to emerge as a champion of
Punjab’s interests. So politically shr-
ewd was the move that even his bitter
opponents — from the Shiromani

Akali Dal — have walked shoulder-
to-shoulder with him on the issue.
The Punjab chief minister’s argu-
ment is that the SYL canal would ad-
versely affect the population of the
basin area within his state and render
nine lakh acres of farmland barren —
although how he has arrived at this
projection remains uncertain. Also,
he doesn’t seem to care that he
would, by threatening to keep captive
for Punjab’s use all the rivers that
flow through the state, which is what
the new Bill is about, be threatening
devastation on large swathes of
Haryana — which was once a part of
Punjab, let it not be forgotten — as ‘
well as Rajasthan, (}_, { oAt

National resources like rivers can-
not be the booty of any captain. If
states have the constitutional right to
use the waters of a river flowing
through their territory, the Constitu-
tion also allows for the Centre to reg-
ulate the development and regula-
tion of river waters in the public
interest. Indeed, given the highly un-
even spread of water resoufces in the
country, it is incumbent upon the
Centre to play this role, The National
Water Policy recognises that manag-
ing this important resource — upon
which hinges the right to life —in a
sustainable manner has to be guided
by a national perspective. It is this
spirit that Chief Minister Amarinder
Singh’s latest piece of legislation so
rudely destroys. The Bill is an affront
to the nation and must find its way to
the nearest dustbin.
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" 4% RESPECT FEDERALISM o (r

THE CENTRE’'S PROPOSAL for direct allocation
of grants to districts for use in rural development
programmes violates a basic principle of feder-
alism and has justly been criticised by Tamil Na-
du Chief Minister Jayalalithaa as a suggestion
that “denigrates” the role of the States. There is
much that is wrong with the present design and
implementation of anti-poverty programmes
but the solution does not lie in the Centre by-
passing the State Governments and dealing with
the local bodies. In India’s federal structure,
there is a division of responsibilities between the
Centre and the State, and, as Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
pointed out in the Constituent Assembly debate,
each is sovereign in its own realm under the
Constitution. Following the enactment of the
73rd and 74th amendments to the Constitution,
rural and urban local bodies have well-defined
domains of governance. Owing to the mismatch
between the powers of taxation and responsib-
ilities in the three tiers, the Constitution calls for
the Centre to transfer resources to the adminis-
tration at the lower levels. The path for the devo-
lution of funds has been clearly laid out: it is
from the Centre to the States, and from the
States to the rural panchayats and urban nagar-
palikas. In this federal structure, there is no
room for the Centre to deal in any manner — be
it in design of programmes, fund allocation or
monitoring — directly with the third-tier bodies.

The idea that the Centre should make block
grants to the districts and for the panchayats to
implement rural development schemes is not a
new one. A similar proposal was made in 1989
by the then Congress Government to fund a new
employment programme, the Jawahar Rozgar
Yojana. The Centre was forced to abandon that
idea when it was criticised by a number of State
Governments for attempting to bypass them.
The situation today calls for more, not less, re-
spect for federalism. When the Centre holds the

purse strings and proposes direct funding of lo-
cal bodies, it sends out the message that it is
attempting to further centralisation. This is the
very opposite of the spirit of panchayati raj that
the United Progressive Alliance Government
says it is committed to. The proposal for making
block grants to the districts also creates the un-
healthy impression, as the Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister has pointed out, that it is the Govern-
ment of India that is concerned about local gov-
ernance while the State Governments are not.
Several State Governments are on occasion
guilty of delaying the transfer of Central Govern-
ment funds to the panchayats and are also
known to divert resources meant for one anti-
poverty programme to another, Effective mon-
itoring devices can be set up to check these abus-
es but a political consensus must be evolved on
this issue.

The ill-advised suggestion that the Prime Min-
ister made at the conference of Chief Ministers
on panchayati raj has unfortunately blurred the
agenda for reform of rural anti-poverty pro-
grammes. There is widespread replication and
compartmentalisation in the design of the
schemes, which reduces their efficacy. There are
leakages at all levels, with just a fraction of the
funds ultimately reaching the beneficiaries. And
there is inadequate monitoring, which increases
the possibility of corruption. The Prime Minister
was entitled to ask the States to reflect on wheth-
er they were making the best use of the Rs.17,000
crores spent annually on various rural develop-
ment schemes funded by the Centre. But he
must give up any idea of bypassing State Govern-
ments and releasing funds directly to pan-
chayats. Chief Minister Jayalalithaa’s opposition
to a plan that suggests the “takeover of the func-
tions of the States by the Centre” will be widely
shared by State Governments across the political
spectrum.
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NEW DELHI, JUNE 30. The Union
Minister for Panchayati Raj,
Mani Shanker Aiyar, today as-
sured the State Governments
opposed to direct funding of
panchayats by the Centre that
there was absolutely no basis
for any fear.

“We are doing nothing to di-
minish the powers of the State
Legislatures. The principle of
fiscal federalism will be fol-
lowed in the transfer of funds to
PRIs as outlined by the Prime
Minister in his inaugural ad-

THE HinDM}
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Addressing a joint press con-
ference with the Union Rural
Development Minister, Raghu-
vansh Prasad Singh, after the
second day of the Chief Minis-
ters’ Conference on Rural De-
velopment through Panchayati
Raj here, Mr. Aiyar said the Min-
istry would formulate a draft
Action Plan towards the end of
the year for consideration of the
Chief Ministers towards achiev-
ing the vision of Panchayati Raj
through seven round-table con-
sultations with the States in the
next six months in five regions

fiscal federalism’

of the country on all aspects of
devolution of power and funds
to panchayats.

Mr. Singh said the two-day
interaction during which most
States sought more funds for
development projects had con-
vinced the Ministry that more
allocation should be sought to
augment the Rs. 17,000-crore
annual budget of the Rural De-
velopment Ministry.

He said there was need for

strict monitoring of the use of

funds and favoured regular

meetings of the gram sabhas at

least four times a year.



By Gargi Parsai ()" \

NEW DELHI, JUNE 30. Several
States, including Bihar, Tamil
Nadu and West Bengal, today
opposed the idea of direct fund-
ing of the Panchayati Raj insti-
tutions by the Centre for rural
development schemes, prompt-
ing the Minister for Panchayati
Raj, Mani Shanker Aiyar, to say
that the States should not fear
any transgression of the federal
system. Instead, they should
work in tandem with the Centre
to strengthen the panchayats.
On the second day of the
Chief Ministers’ Conference on
Rural Development through the
Panchayati Raj today, most
States expressed their reserva-
tions about the Prime Minister,
Manmohan Singh’s proposal
mooted on Tuesday for block
funding of districts by the Cen-
tre on the incidence of poverty.
Although the Prime Minister did
not clarify whether the funds
would be routed through the
! District Rural Development

Agencies (DRDAs) or through
the panchayats, the States
wanted the funds to be routed
through them.

Opposing the idea of direct
funding, the Tamil Nadu Fi-
nance Minister, C. Ponnaiyan,
said that if there were appre-
hensions about some States di-
verting rural funds, the Centre
had the power to take “due ac-
tion,” but it could not take away
the constitutional federal pow-
ers of the States. Mr. Ponnaiyan
also sought a two-tier system of
the Panchayati Raj saying the
district panchayat level could
be eliminated as it was “redun-
dant” involving extra
manpower.

The West Bengal Minister-in-
Charge of Panchayat and Rural
Development, Surjya Kanta
Mishra, said the proposal to di-
rectly channel funds to the pan-
chayats was “unacceptable.”
The State Government should
be allowed to play their role. At
the same time, the States should
not hold on to the funds but re-

~States oppose direct

funding of pancha ats
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lease them to panchayats which
could be monitored by the Cen-
tre.

The Gujarat Chief Minister,
Narendra Modi, also expressed
reservations over “block funds
to the districts” on the ground
that putting all funds in one
basket would be problematic.
“Let there be a holistic evalua-
tion on the basis of specific
needs,” he suggested.

Andhra Pradesh sought a
“substantial allocation at the
discretion of the State Govern-
ment for utilisation depending
upon the specific need of an ar-
ea.”

Later addressing a joint press
conference with the Union Ru-
ral Development Minister,
Raghuvansh Prasad Singh, Mr.
Aivar allayed the fears ex-
pressed by some States covered
under Schedule VI Areas about
disturbing the local bodies ar-
rangement. He said the Centre
would not disturb the existing
arrangement in such areas.
Editorial on Page 10



VY
st want more flglds

NEW DELHI, June 29. — While the
Prime Minister lamented the non-util-
isation of Central funds for rural dev-
elopment by the states, most chief mi-
nisters who attended the two-day con-
ference today asked for more money.
Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav took the
lead in asking the Centre to grant a
special package for states — to the
tune of Rs 18,250 crore — for devel-
opment of rural areas. The BJP chief
minister of Rajasthan had something
else in mind. Mrs Vasundhara Raje
said funds should not be sent to the
Panchayati Raj institutions since they
lacked infrastructure and manpower
to spend the money. Instead, the funds
should be sent to state governments.

Miss J Jayalalitha wanted more all- -

ocation for cooperative sectors while
Mr Virbhadra Singh of Himachal
Pradesh wanted more money to dev-
elop infrastructure in rural areas and
provide drinking water to the people.

vJune 29 — The

: vxi panchayata ra; .
was the first conference of the
f ministers called by the UPA
vernment to which the Left
ont is cxtendmg support, Mr

state was represented hy 1ts minis-
ter for panchayau raj.

Mr YSR Reddy, the new Andhra
Pradesh chief minister, sought the
Centre’s permission to raise Rs 1,250
crore for the Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana and demanded unifo-
rm a lending rate of 8.0 per cent for
its bank-linkage programme.

Bihar chief minister Mrs Rabri
Devi too asked for more funds.

Ha



-~ Are States making
best use of funds for
<. 'rural "schemes?

® Manmohan calls for ‘honest appraisal’

By Gargi Parsai

NEW DELHI, JUNE 29. The Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh, to-
day asked the States to do an
“honest appraisal” of their ef-
forts to develop the rural areas
and transform rural governance
through Panchayati Raj.

Inaugurating a two-day Chief
Ministers conference on ‘Pover-
ty Alleviation and Rural Pros-
perity through Panchayati Raj,’
Dr. Singh asked the States to in-
trospect whether they were
making the best use of the Rs.
17,000 crores spent annually on
various schemes under the rural
development programme fund-
ed by the Centre. The confer-
ence should consider whether
the compartmentalisation of ef-
forts at the Centre and the
States, without a core vision,
made this investment sub-opti-
mal and suggested that a uni-
form vision be evolved.

He said the variety of rural
development programmes
needed to be examined afresh
and asked the conference to
consider the adoption of a sys-
tem of providing block grants to
districts based on their inci-
dence of poverty to do their own

THE HNDU - ¢ )

planning and implementation.

The Prime Minister asked the
Chief Ministers to become
champions of decentralisation
in their States. They should re-
view the areas where pan-
chayats were bypassed and take
corrective measures. ‘‘Pan-
chayati Raj is the medium to
transform rural India into 700
million opportunities — the key
instrument for integrating eco-
nomic reforms with institution-
al reforms in villages and
achieving Gandhiji's goal of
purna swaraj through gram
swaraj.”

“An agreed vision” would en-
able the polity to address sever-
al pressing challenges such as
that of rural employment. “We
would then be able to combine
the short-term needs of people
for employment with a medi-
um-term objective of improving
their land and water resources
to make agriculture productive.
Targeted employment pro-
grammes that address the geog-
raphy of poverty of
environmentally degraded land
can quickly restore their pro-
ductive capacity, even as imme-
diate livelihood security
through wage employment

happens. They provide food se-
curity in the short term.”

The strategy for rural devel-
opment must unleash the pro-
ductive potential of agriculture.
New ground must be broken to
increase the productive capac-
ity of the small farms and busi-
nesses. ‘‘This can happen only if
planning from below becomes a
reality and developmental ac-
tivities are based on local re-
source availability, - potential
and felt needs of people.”

The conference was attended
by several Chief Ministers in-
cluding Dharam Singh (Karna-
taka), Rajasekhara  Reddy
(Andhra Pradesh), Narendra
Modi (Gujarat), Uma Bharti
(Madhya Pradesh), Amarinder
Singh (Punjab), Om Prakash
Chautala (Haryana), Naveen
Patnaik (Orissa), Raman Singh
(Chhattisgarh), Pawan Cham-
ling (Sikkim), D.D. Lapand
(Meghalaya), Tarun Gogoi (As-
sam), O. Ibobi Singh (Manipur)
and N. Rangaswamy (Pondi-
cherry). The Tamil Nadu Fi-
nance Minister, C. Ponnaiyan,
represented his State and others
by their Rural Development
Ministers.

North-East plea: Page 12
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New Delhi: The symbolism is too obvi-
ous to be missed. Sticking to its vow of
putting the spotlight on rural India, the
UPA government’s first meeting of CMs
and state ministers will be on the theme
of poverty alleviation and rural pros-
perity through panchayati raj.

The Prime Minister will not just inaugurate
the two-day conference on Tuesday but will
stay on to exchange views with chief ministers
to get a better idea of what needs to be done to
fulfil the promises on a “new deal” for rural In-
dia.

It’s no small task. Rural development minis-
ter Raghuvansh Prasad Singh says that even if
existing government targets are met, 2012 will
still see more than 11% people below the pover-
ty line. That is 130 million people.

As the government moves to give shape to its
new deal, the conference theme highlights, at
one level, the absurdity of hiving off panchay-
ati raj from the rural ministry. It’s the first
time this has happened.

And, on Saturday, the two mlnlsters, armed

o7

entre calls CMs’ meet to
gwe rural Iﬁﬁia a

¥t e
"new deal

with separate agenda papers, shared a
dais in a show of unity Panchayati raj
minister Mani Shankar Aiyar and
Raghuvansh Prasad Singh held a joint
news conference as a curtain raiser
for the two-day event starting on Tues-
day.

If there is some discomfort between
them they didn’t make it obvious. So, what if
Singh and his ministerial team had informally
conveyed their unhappiness at the split? Aiyar,
who focused on what needs to be done to make
grassroot democracy a reality in every state,
reflected his own reality at one point: We're
linked to the structures, the organisations
(sansthan), the money (dhanrashi) is with
Raghuvanshji.

The two ministries have prepared separate
agendas detailing the issues which need to be
discussed. Much of this reflects the thrust of
the common minimum programme: Pumping
life into panchayati raj institutions, pushing
employment opportunities, housing, rural in-
frastructure, watershed and wasteland devel-
opment. Perhaps merging, and consolidating,
development schemes.
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Jharkhand seal on CIL, DVC shift

snsapn G\

RANCHI/KOLKATA,
June 4. — The Jharkhand
Assembly today passed a
unanimous resolution to
propose to the Centre to
shift the headquarters of
Coal India and Damodar
Valley Corporation from
Kolkata to Ranchi. The
energy minister, Mr Lalc-
hand Mahto, proposed the
resolution which was
adopted unanimously.

In Kolkata, West Bengal
Congress sources said the
Centre will eventually re-

]ect Mr Shibu Soren’s de-
mand as he is trying to
project himself as a chief
ministerial candidate, pri-
or to the Jharkhand As-
sembly polls next year. Mr
Manas Bhunia, PCC gen-
eral secretary, said: “With-
out being parochial, we
must say that the shifting
has no logic and it will be

. detrimental to the interest

of West Bengal. But the
Centre hasn’t taken any
decision,” Mr Bhunia said.

The Left Front chair-
man, Mr Biman Bose, said:
“Such demands are unjus-
tified.” Mr  Shyamal

Chakrabarty, the West
Bengal Citu president,
said: “We are against this...
such a move will create a
split between the people of
the two states... we will ap-
peal to the Centre.”

Mr Nirbed Roy, Trina-
mul MLA and party spo-
kesman, said that any deci-
sion in favour of the shift-
ing would be viewed as the
UPA government’s first
step to deprive Bengal.
Support from CPI-ML
(Liberation): The CPI-
ML (Liberation) legislat-
or, Mr Mahendra Prasad
Singh,  justified  the

demand for shifting of the
headquarters of the DVC
and the CIL to Ranchi as
Jharkhand produces more
coal and energy than any
other states. But in the
case of shifting of SAIL, as
it is spread over many
states, it should not be
included in the resolution,
Mr Singh said. When
water resources minister
Mr Ram Chandra Kesri
insisted to include the
third proposal, newly-elec-
ted Speaker, Mr Inder Sin-
gh Namdhari, rejecting his
contention, said: “I agree
with Mr Singh.”
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"Centre goes soft.on
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Press Trust of India
New Delhi, March 26

A DAY before the second
round of talks between
Deputy Prime Minister
L.K. Advani and the Hur-
riyat Conference delegation
led by chairman Maulana
Abbas Ansari, the decks are
understood to have been
cleared for the release of
about 10 more detainees.

The second round of
meeting will be held at the
North Block, where Ad-
vani will be assisted by
Union Home Secretary
Anil Baijal and the Cen-
tre’s interiocutor on Kash-
mir, N.N. Vohra. Besides
Ansari, the Hurriyat dele-
gation would comprise for-
mer chairmen Abdul Gani
Bhat, Mirwaiz Umer Fa-
rooq and Bilal Lone.

The Hurriyat delegation
will stress the release of
detainees from prisons,
bringing back all Kashmiri
prisoners lodged in various
jails in the country into the
state, reduction of paramil-
itary personnel within the
Valley and a complete end
to the human rights viola-
tions in the state.

The Centre is likely to as-
sure the Hurriyat leader-
ship that releasing of de-
tainees will be a gradual
process. However, the dele-
gation would be asked not
to make requests for release
of specific persons who had
been booked under various
provisions of the IPC or
Pota, since these cases were

Hurriyat’s démand

AFP

Women watch the funeral procession of a former militant
who was killed by unidentified gunmen in Srinagar on Friday.

pending trial in the courts.
The issue of human
rights violations would
come up for discussion at
the meeting, where the
Hurriyat is likely to stress
effective steps to check
this. The Centre has al-
ready stated its serious in-
tentions to ensure that no
reports of such violations
took place and has con-
veyed to the Hurriyat the
steps taken by the Army
and paramilitary forces.
The issue of human
rights violations had virtu-
ally taken the entire
process of talks into rough
weather when the Hurriyat
threatened to pull out fol-
lowing allegations that the
security forces had used

THE HDUSTAN TIMES 2> py, ) -
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civilians as shields in
Bandipora last month.

However, the issue was
brought under control af-
ter Advani convened a
high-level meeting in
which he asked the Army
and paramilitary forces to
maintain the utmost re-
straint. The Hurriyat’s de-
mand for reduction of the
security forces in the city
areas of the Valley is not
likely to be agreed to in
view the forthcoming par-
liamentary polis.

Before the meeting on
Saturday, Vohra is likely to
brief Advani on the devel-
opments since the first
round of talks and the
strategy to be adopted by
the Centre.
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