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~Laloo m_< /es his mo

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Dec. 24: Faced
with the threat of his party
being de-recognised, Laloo
Prasad Yadav today met the
chief election commissioner
to explain why he distributed
money to villagers near Patna
after the polls in Bihar were
announced.

An adviser to the election
commissioner, K.J. Rao,
who was sent to Bihar follow-
ing charges that the RJD
had misused government fa-
cilities for political purposes,
also submitted his report
today.

Election Commission
sources said a decision will be
taken ‘“over the next week
orso”.

The Election Commission,
in its showcause notice issued
on Monday, had set a deadline
of 3 pm today for the RJD chief
and Union railway minister to
present his case.

Laloo Prasad did not say
what he told the chief election
commissioner but he has
earlier stressed that he never
denied having given money to
people who had come to attend
a public meeting in Bihta.

“I have given my explana-
tion in writing and I have
told them the truth,” Laloo
Prasad said after meeting
chief election commissioner
T.S. Krishnamurthy.

“The commission is of the
opinion you, as president of
the RJD, have violated the
model code by distributing
money to the electorate of
Bihar as reported in the
media,” the Election Commis-
sion notice to the RJD chief
had said.

p-P- Ly

del ‘truth’

DID | DO SOMETHING WRONG? Laloo Prasad talks to reporters after meeting the chief election commissioner. (P11

The notice, asking why he
should not be charged with
flouting the model code of con-
duct, alleged that Laloo
Prasad had violated electoral
laws under Section 171(b) of
the Indian Penal Code.

The RJD chief had reacted
justafter the notice was issued
in his inimitable way. “Thank
God, 1 have been shown dis-

tributing money and not tak-
ing money” he had said on
Monday. Television footage
from last Saturday mentioned
in the notice showed Laloo
Prasad distributing currency
notes of Rs 100.

Laloo Prasad today said
that he had sought to assure
the commission that his party
was not challenging rules.

“We have always respected
the commission. We have
never bribed anyone.”

The minister also said he
had re-stated a plea to the
panel for a one-day poll in
Bihar but the election com-
missioners had pointed out
that it would have been possi-
ble had there been enough se-
curity forces.

He said he did not foresee
any problem in presenting
the railway budget because
the elections will end on Feb-
ruary 23.

Rao said he had put up a
“factual report” on the charge
that the RJD was using the ad-
ministration for a rally that
was subsequently called off by
Laloo Prasad.
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By Our Special Correspondent

PATNA, DEC. 21. The Rashtriya Ja-
nata Dal (RJD) leader and Rail-
way Minister, Lalu Prasad,
today called off his planned ral-
ly for December 23, in an ap-
parent bid to avoid a
confrontation with the Election
Commission which has threat-
ened to derecognise his party
for “violation” of the model
code of conduct.

Mr. Prasad told the Chief
Election Commissioner, T.S.
Krishnamurthy, that he had no
intention of embarrassing the
Commission by going ahead
with the rally. He claimed that
the Opposition parties, which
were perturbed by the support
that his party had built up for
the rally, had launched a “mis-
information campaign.”

He said that he would re-
spond to the E.C. show-cause
before the deadline on Decem-
ber 24. The notice was issued
on Tuesday in the light of alle-
gations that Mr. Prasad had dis-
tributed money to villagers. The
E.C. had lodged a First Informa-
tion Report with the police in
this regard.

The RID chief held a meeting
with the party functionaries be-
fore announcing his decision at
a press conference, much be-
fore the arrival of the two-mem-
ber E.C. team assigned to keep
a tab on the RJD rally. The
Commission had debarred the
Railways from providing 18
special trains, which the RJD
had arranged for. It also warned

Lalu Prasad cancels rally w7

RJD chief and Rallway Mmlster, Lalu Prasad, announcing the
cancellation of the proposed rally of the party, which was
scheduled for December 23, at a press conference in Patna
on Tuesday. — Photo: Ranjeet Kumar

against any misuse of govern-
ment machinery.

Mr. Lalu Prasad maintained
that the E.C. had not sought to
put any pressure on him on this
score and that he had cancelled
the rally to defeat the “nefari-

ous designs of the BJP and the
NDA.” He would now hold a Vi-
jay Utsav (victory) rally after the
elections on February 28,
To visit villages

Instead of the rally, party

H/

workers would fan out irfto the
villages on December 23 to con-
vey the party’s solidarity with
farmers and landless labour.
Mr. Prasad said he would visit
the villages and “expose” the
NDA's efforts to win the elec-
tions through “fraud and de-
ceit.”

He said he had no com-
plaints against the E.C. in dis-
mantling hoardings and, as a
matter of fact, maintained that
he would cooperate with it as
he had respect for all the consti-
tutional institutions. He hoped
that the E.C. would deploy ade-
quate paramilitary forces for a
free and fair election.

Mr. Prasad’s decision to call
off the rally has apparently an-
gered his supporters who took
out various forms of proces-
sions here and trooped into his
residence to protest. They were,
however, peaceful.

Mr. Prasad’s decision
brought to a standstill the mas-
sive preparations under way for
a public meeting and the rally-
ists, in particular, for whom rec-
reational facilities had been set
in place — huge tents, public
kitchens and  night-long
entertainment.

The district administration
has been working round-the-
clock pulling down the huge
roadside hoardings on thor-
oughfares leading to the Gand-
hi Maidan. Officials say that it
would take at least a couple of
days to clear the roads of all the
RID’s hoardings, posters, ban-
ners and welcome arches here.
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BIP Ticked Off On Ayodhya, Uniform Civil Code, Article 370

— 4
Our Political Bureauq}

T NEW DELHI 1 AUGUST

ITH the BJP showing
signs of reverting to its
ideological moorings,

the Janata Dal (United) was con-
strained to tellits ally to lay off the
controversial issues of Ayodhya,
uniform civil code and the abro-
gation of Article 370 if it wanted
the NDA to remain intact.

The threat handed out by the
JD(U), the oldest ally of the BJP
after the Shiv Sena, is, however,
seen by most political observers
asaploy toreassure its supporters
that it hadn’t abandoned its “sec-
ular” ideals and that its decision
to back the BJP was contingent
upon its stand on the three con-
troversial issues, which formed
the core of the BJP's ideclogy of
cultural nationalism.

ar

GEORGE: BETTING ON BiHAR

For the JD(U), the forthcom-
ing Assembly polls in Bihar is
likely to be the test of its standing
in the state. To do well, it has to
wean the non-Yadav OBCs, es-
pedially the most backward castes
and a section of Muslims, away
from the RJD — a difficult task in

view of the latter’s hold over
these communities. The party
will contest the polls in alliance
with the BJP, but would like to
preserve its “secular” identity —
this is the message emanating
from the JD(U) camp.

“We joined the NDA only after
the three controversial issues had
been removed from its agenda. If
any effort is now made to revive
them, we shall have to take an-
other road. We shall never com-
promise with religious bigotry,” a
resolution adopted at the conclu-
sion of the JD(U)’s two-day-long
national executive meeting said
here on Sunday.

There are, in fact, many lead-
ersin the JD(U) who feel that the
party had compromised on its
“secular” image by backing the
BJP to the hilt. It may have been
one of the factors responsible for
forcing a large number of people,

by secular identity

especially the Muslims, for jetti-
soning the party in favour of oth-
er outfits. With the Assembly
polls in Bihar scheduled to be
held by February next, the need
to reassure its traditional support-
ers has acquired an urgency. The
JD(UY’s dismal performance in
the state, in the Lok Sabha polls
held earlier this year, was attrib-
uted by many to its silence on is-
sues such as the post-Godhra ri-
ots in Gujarat.

Briefing reporters on the delib-
erations at the national execu-
tive, JD(U) president George Fer-
nandes said “a majority” of the
delegates expressed views on the
issue and “quite a few” were in
favour of coming out of the al-
liance.He, at the same time, made
it plain that the BJP and the
JD(U) would contest the Assem-
bly elections together as the al-
liance was still on.




“Rahul Gandhi a media

M.A. Hafiz
Lucknow, June 10

UNFAZED BY constant sniping
from top Congress leaders, Chief
Minister Mulayam Singh Yadav
on Thursday sought to quash ru-
mours that he intended to dis-
solve the Vidhan Sabha and opt
for fresh Assembly polls.

When asked about Rahul Gand-
hi’s remarks that the law and or-
der situation in Uttar Pradesh
would improve only when the SP-
led coalition was ousted to usher
in a Congress-led government, Ya-
dav replied that a leader of his
stature would not reply to Rahul’s
observations. “Kis haisiyat se ham
jawab den?” he asked while duck-
ing the question.

He said SP general secretary
Amar Singh had already de-
scribed Rahul’s remarks as that of
a child. “Rahul is the creation of
the media which has given him the
halo of a big leader,” he said. “He
is indulging in uchhal kood.”

On the Congress’ allegation
about a steep decline in law and or-
der in Rae Bareli, the Lok Sabha
constituency of its president So-
nia Gandhi, Yadav shot back say-
ing that it was far better than in
Delhi and Mumbai.

He said controversial MLA
Akhilesh Singh was treated like a
saint as long as he was in the Con-
gress but when fell out he was be-
inghounded as a criminal. He said
Akhilesh Singh’s case required
the SP’s support — even though he

creation: Mulayam .

was not an SP MLA. Yadav was
talking to reporters after a Cabi-
net meeting which approved a
draft agreement with the Amban-
is for setting up a Rs 10,000-crore
3,500 MW gas-based power plantin
Ghaziabad.

He also talked about his govern-
ment’s decisions to provide free
education to all girls up to degree
classes, scholarships to all stu-
dents (including the upper castes),
and facilities to industrialists to
invest capital in the power sector.

\)\f\/ k7

“PTI
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Mulayam Singh Yadav addresses a Press
conference in Lucknow on Thursday.

Mulayam said these were meant to
eradicate illiteracy among women
and provide 24-hour power supply
to consumers.

“Within three years, there wo-
uld be plenty of power as the Am-
banis’ power plant will generate
3,500 MW of electricity. Forty per
cent of the generation (1,500 MW)
would be sold to UP at about Rs 2
per unit and the Ambanis would
be free to sell the remaining 60 per
cent to any industrial house,” said
the Chief Minister.

THE HIDUSTANTIMES 1 jut
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Sonia talks to
DMK leaders

4
HT Correspondent k er “two or three days. Dur

New Delhi, January 17

CONGRESS PRESIDENT
Sonia Gandhi is likely to go
to Chennai in the next few
days to seal a pact with
DMK chief M. Karunanidhi
for the Lok Sabha elections
in Tamil Nadu. A decision to
this effect is expected with-
in “two or three” days.

“I'm looking forward to
calling on Karunanidhi at
the earliest opportunity,”
Sonia said after her hour-
long meeting with the DMK
leader’s emissaries, M.K.
Stalin (Karunanidhi’s son),
Dayanidhi Maran (son of
Murasoli Maran) and for-
mer Union Minister TR.
Baalu at her 10, Janpath res-
idence on Saturday This
was Sonia’s first interaction
with the DMK leaders.

Manmohan Singh, who
had earlier met Karunanid-
hi, was present during the
discussion that focused on
strengthening their proposed
alliance in Tamil Nadu.

All five leaders came out
together to present a picture
of unity of an alliance that
was in an advanced stage. As
Sonia put it: “It’s only going
to be a forward movement”.

The Congress-DMK talks
had gathered momentum af-
ter Sonia called up Karuna-
nidhi on December 30. The
two sides will meet again af-

ing the interregnum, there
will be in-house consulta-
tions on the contours of the
alliance and the seats to be
shared. The two parties
have put the misunder-
standings of the past behind
them by coming together af-
ter 23 years. Their agenda,
however, is different. The
DMK wants to defeat the
AJADMK and the Congress
the BJP. The pact will be
sealed with Sonia’s meeting
with Karunanidhi.

Stalin said the talks were
focussed on further streng-
thening the alliance and the
political situation in the
state. But, though Stalin
said the seat-sharing formu-
la hadn’t figured in Satur-
day’s discussions, Manmo-
han Singh admitted some
“ideas” had been discussed.
Issues like a common mini-
mum programme or joint
campaigns are expected to
be thrashed out later.

But the DMK is known to
drive a hard bargain. The
Congress had fielded 12 can-
didates in 1999 and won two
seats. Its splinter group, the
Tamil Maanila Congress,
now merged with the parent
body, had contested all the
seats but failed to secure
even one. The DMK had won
12 seats, while the MDMK
and PMK had got nine be-
tween them.



~whoghad
“foréign origin. -

Cong chief sets up meet after 5 years
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Sonia turns
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leaf,

Pawar offers tea

KAY BENEDICT

‘New Delhi, Jan. 14: History is

being repeated, but with
some twists,

Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, who was a special invi-
tee to the tea party that herald-

:ed the fall of the Vajpayee gov-

ernment five years ago, has
been callg for tea by the man

Nationalist Congress Party
chief Sharad Pawar has invited

" Sonia to his 6 Gurudwara Rakab-

-ganj residence here tomorrow to
- discuss an alliance with the Con-
* gress — the party he had left in

1999 with two other leaders, P.A.

--Sangma and Tarig Anwar.

The invite followed Sonia’s
call to Pawar last night, on the

" eve of the NCP’s national execu-

tive meeting. Pawar, whose party

.-is a ruling partner of the Con-

gress in Maharashtra, grabbed
the chance.

“Sonia had a talk with Pawar
and spoke to him with regard to
the emerging political situation
in the wake of the BJP-led NDA
government’s moves to advance
the Lok Sabha polls,” Congress
spokesperson Abhishek Singhvi
said.

“Pawar extended an invita-
tion to Sonia for tea to discuss
the political situation and other

lted against hep :

TWISTS & TURNS
: toPawanPa‘war
Thi

related matters, which she ac-
cepted, and the two leaders
would meet tomorrow evening,”
the spokesperson added.

Confirming his conversation
with Sonia, Pawar said: “She
told me that elections are round
the corner and let us sit together
and talk. I said my party’s execu-
tive committee is meeting tomor-
row (Wednesday).”

The NCP executive tonight
eased the way for tomorrow’s
talks. After a three-hour meet-
ing, the executive authorised
Pawar to take a decision.

Sangma and V.C. Shukla, an-
other former Congressman, ex-
pressed reservations about ally-
ing with the Congress, but other
party leaders said a split has

been averted for the time being.

NCP sources claimed that be-
fore taking a final decision on al-
lying with the Congress, Pawar
would sound Sonia on the possi-
bility of “region-specific” deals
to leave room for manoeuvre for
his restive colleagues.

If Sonia and Pawar do meet
tomorrow, it will be their first .
one-to-one session since the;

parted ways five years ago. cn“ -

the eve of the general elections.
Both were present together at
two dinners since then but there
has been no direct contact. Sonia
had also contacted Pawar once
to canvass support for the
Opposition’s candidate for
Vice-President. ’
Sonia’s move to call up Pawar
followed her party’s drubbing in
the Assembly elections. Pawar’s
hand was forced by the Shiv
Sena’s thumbs-down to a BJP bid

- torope in the NCP.

Tomorrow’s meeting is remi-
niscent of the tea party that
Janata Party chief Subramaq
ian Swamy hosted in Delhi op
March 29, 1999. At the party,
ADMK leader Jayalalithaa had
promised an earthquake. The
Vajpayee government fell the
next month.

The quake eventually turned
out to be a storm in the tea cup
with Vajpayee returning to
power. (See Page 6)

-
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The farmer

ho e

wouldn’t be PM o

TN

BORN ON August 29, 1926 at
Siddapur in north Karnataka,
Hegde comes from an agricul-
tural family. He completed a
part of his studies at the Kas-
hi Vidyapeeth in Varanasi. He
had a master’s degree in law.

He participated in the free-
dom struggle and was jailed
during the Quit India Move-
ment. “You might have gone
to jail during the freedom
struggle. My mother carried
me into the jail in her womb,”
Hegde once told Congress lea-
ders in the Assembly.

He was a Congressman till

" he went with the anti-Indira
Gandhi faction in 1969. He was
elected to the Karnataka ass-
embly in 1957 and appointed a
deputy minister, later promot-
ed as minister. He holds the dis-
tinction of presenting 13 budg-
ets in the Assembly. He won
five more elections to the Asse-
mbly. Between 1972-78, he was
elected to the state’s legislative
council and served as leader of
the Opposition. He was detai-
ned during the Emergency.

He became a member of the
Rajya Sabha in 1978-83. In
1983, he became the first non-
Congress CM of Karnataka.
He is best remembered for de-
velopment of the panchayati

PTi
Hegde’s grieving family
members being consoled in
Bangalore on Monday.

raj system in Karnataka.

He was among those who
worked to unite the Opposi-
tion under the Janata Party in |
1977. After the party lost pow- -
er at the Centre it split several
times till Hegde again united
them under the Janata Dal.

He had also served as
deputy chairman of the na-
tional Planning Commission
(1989-90) and as Union Com-
merce Minister under Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
in the late Nineties.

He was once considered a
prime ministerial candidate
but could never make it owing
to the machinations of his po-
litical rivals.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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Cong an

HT Correspondent
Chennai, January 8

THE CONGRESS and the
DMK have decided to form
an alliance to contest the
forthcoming Lok Sabha ele-
ctions. The alliance was se-
aled during a meeting betw-
een Congress emissary Dr.
Manmohan Singh and DMK
president M. Karunanidhi
in Chennai on Thursday.

Announcing the alliance,
Singh said other modalities
like seat-sharing would be
finalised later. “At present
we have decided to come to-
gether to defeat communal
forces,” he said, adding, the
DMK would head the front
in Tamil Nadu.

Karunanidhi said the
talks were cordial and smo-
oth and the front's aim wo-
uld be to install a secular
and democratic government
at the Centre. Asked if the
MDMEK, a known supporter
of the LTTE, which was re-
sponsible for Rajiv Gandhi’s
assassination, would be part
of the DMK-Congress Front,
Singh said: “We do not want
to go into the past.” Karuna-
nidhi said the MDMK would
be part of the front.

Singh felt that the ab-
sence of a prime ministerial
candidate would not be a
disadvantage for the new
front and said the PM would
be chosen by the secular fr-
ont once it was fully formed.
He also declared that he was
not a PM candidate.

The two parties are hav-
ing an electoral pact after 23
years. In 1980, the two had
together contested the Lok
Sabha elections and the sub-
sequent assembly elections,
which saw AIADMK foun-
der M.G. Ramachandran be-
ing re-elected after his gov-
ernment was prematurely
dismissed by Indira Gandhi.

According to DMK sourc-
es, of the 39 seats in Tamil
Nadu, the DMK and the
Congress will contest 12 se-
ats each. Six seats will be

Dmclinch dea
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Election file: The twists and turns

HAND IN HAND: Manmohan Singh and Karunanidhi congratulate each other.

Strange bedfellows: Cong, DMK are having an electoral pact after 23 years. In
1980, the two had together contested the Lok Sabha elections and later the
assembly elections, which saw M.G. Ramachandran being re-elected.

Akalis want more: Akali Dal indicated that it wanted to contest more seats in the
coming LS polls from Punjab than in 1999 but ruled out reconsidering its ties
with NDA. “If our candidates win, it would anyway benefit NDA,” Akali leader and
union minister for chemicals and fertilisers Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa said.

RJD’s Raghubansh
Prasad Singh met
Lok Janshakti Party
president Ram Vilas
Paswan, inviting
him to join secular
forces. Paswan said
he would decide on
the matter at

arally in February

MEANWHILE, SOME WAIT AND WATCH...

A day after the Shiv
Sena refused to ally
with the Nationalist
Congress Party, the
party authorised its
leader Sharad Pawar
to take a final
decision, which will
be announced in
New Delhi on Jan 14

left for the PMK, four for
the MDMK, two each for the
CPM and CPI and one for
the Muslim League. A deci-

THE HDUSTANTIMES

sion on the lone seat from
Pondicherry will be taken
after consulting the local
units of the parties.

The PMK is expected to
announce its decision after
its executive committee me-
eting on Monday:.

Alliance with
NCP: Hope
for Congress,
joit for BJP

Press Trust of India
Mumbai, January 8

SHIV SENA poured cold wa-
ter on BJP’s plans to rope in
NCP by refusing to ally with
the Sharad Pawar-led party.
In another development, ad-
vocating pre-poll ties with
Congress, the Maharashtra
unit of the NCP authorised
Sharad Pawar to take a deci-
sion over an alliance for the
coming elections.

BJP's plans to form a
grand alliance of Sena-BJP
and NCP in the state have
been scuttled by Sena’s deci-
sion, which has put a ques-
tion mark over Maratha
strongman’s party making
an entry into the NDA, BJP
sources said here today.

The Sena leadership took
this decision at a high-level
meeting, held last night,
presided over by the party
supremo Bal Thackeray.

Incidentally, within a
week’s period, Sena has
done a volte face. Thackeray
had recently stated that his
party is not averse to allow
NCP’s joining NDA. Howev-
er, it came with a rider that
Chhagan Bhujbal would
have no place in the new
arrangement.

Thackeray on Thursday
said he was firmly opposed
to NCP being allowed to join
the saffron alliance.

“NCP’s Maharashtra unit
said the party should join
hands with Congress. How-
ever, a resolution was pass-
ed at the meeting, authoris-
ing Pawar to take a final de-
cision over the issue of al-
liances,” party spokesman
Vasant Chavan said. PRI

Asked about Sena's opposi-
tion to NCP joining the NDA,
Chavan said: “Nobody from
the NCP has approached
Sena over this issue.”

[
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LUCKNOW, Jan. 7. — Mr Mulayam
Singh Yadav today gave hints that the
Samajwadi Party would contest the next
Lok Sabha polls on its own. “Morcha
only for election tickets has no mean-
ing,” he said.

The SP chief said a morcha was gener-
ally formed before the elections only for
distribution of tickets to party candi-
dates, and it did not serve any fruitful
purpose.

Mr Yadav made it clear that forma-
tion of any morcha against the BJP- led
National Democratic Alliance was
meaningless. “The experience of form-
ing a morcha in the past has been bit-
ter,” he said.

THE STATESMAN

Mulayam no to Fron&

Speaking a? a function1
20 km from here, Mr Yadav said that in
the past, a morcha had been helpful on-
ly for the BJP. “These alliances were not
based on any ideology,” he said.

Mr Yadav appeared to be going a step
further than what SP general secretary
Mr Amar Singh said here yesterday
about the Congress being “most accepta-
ble, but that it had changed its attitude”.

He had once spoken of allying with
any group, even the Bahujan Samaj Par-
ty led by Miss Mayawati. “The BSP had
an alliance with the BJP thrice in Uttar
Pradesh, and it is no less communal,”
Mr Yadav said today.

This was obviously referring to the
Congress’ moves attempting to bring
both the SP and BSP together in its fight
against the NDA.
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CPM eyes Tamil Na/du rival targets Rajasthan for the kill

Heartland

focusin .~

BJP poll
strategy

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Jan. 3: The BJP has
given top priority to the Hindi
heartland in its electoral scheme
and plans to fine-tune its strate-
gies in Rajasthan, Haryana,
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttaranchal, Chhattisgarh,
Bihar and Jharkhand which
make up the cow belt.

A meeting of the general sec-
retaries held today at the resi-
dence of Pramod Mahajan, who
is in charge of poll management,
decided that while the party
should not be “over-ambitious”
about Uttar Pradesh and Bihar,
it should go for the kill in Ra-
jasthan.

In Uttar Pradesh, where the
party won just 25 seats in the
1999 Lok Sabha polls, sources
said the endeavour would be to
push the tally up to 35. But the
projected increase of 10 was
premised on the prospective re-
turn of former chief minister
Kalyan Singh to the BJP.

Sources felt Kalyan’s back-
ward caste Lodhi Rajput origin
might translate into a six- or
seven-seat gain “straightaway”
in western Uttar Pradesh and
Bundelkhand where Lodhi Ra-

jputs are dominant. His othey
“plus”, they claimed, was the
ability to pull non-Yadav back-
ward caste votes away from the
Samajwadi Party and even cut
into the Rashiriya Lok Dal’s sup-
port base among farmers.

“Kalyan's greatest asset is
that he combines the social ad-
vantage of being a backward
caste leader with the image of a
Hindutva votary and a champi-
on of farmers’ rights,” the
sources stressed.

The former chief minister is
likely to announce his future
course of action tomorrow in
Lucknow. The belief in the BJP
is that Kalyan is ready to pull out
of the Samajwadi-led govern-
ment and merge his outfit with
his former party.

In Bihar, the sources said the
task was to ensure that the BJP
and the Janata Dal (United) re-
tained the 1999 tally of 30 votes—
BJP 12and Dal (U) 18. The BJP is
waiting to see what Ram Vilas
Paswan does, The Lok Janshakti
Party leader is expected to an-
nounce his plans by February.

While the BJP is not overly
confident of retaining its seats
in Madhya Pradesh and Chhat-
tisgarh, the sources said Ra-
jasthan is still “full of potential”.
The BJP bagged 16 of the 25 seats
here in 1999.

DMK Left deal /

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Chennai, Jan. 3: Marxist veter-
an Harkishen Singh Surjeet and
DMK chief M. Karunanidhi
today joined hands for a wide
anti-BJP alliance in the state for
the coming Lok Sabha elections.
In the ruling ADMK camp
too, there was some flutter about
a possible meeting between the
chief minister Jayalalithaa and
visiting Union law minister
Arun Jaitley. But the meeting
did not take place as the chief
minister left for Kolapakkam.
After a 45-minute breakfast
meeting with the DMK chief at
his Gopalapuram residence, Sur-

" jeet virtually gave Karunanidhi

a blank cheque to bring together
all secular forces in Tamil Nadu
to fight the “communal” BJP
and its allies. In reply, Karu-
nanidhi said the secular front he
would fashion “will definitely in-
clude” the Congress, CPM, CP1
and the MDMK.

Struggling with a sore throat,
Surjeet told reporters after the
meeting that “Karunanidhi
would decide on all the forces
which would be there (in the sec-
ular front)”.

He was also positive that the
DMK chief should lead the new
front, “Whether you call him a
leader or not, Karunanidhj is the
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rallying point and without him
you cannot strike the BJP It is
he who has to help in that pro-
cess as he is the most affected
person.”

Explaining his urgency to
come to Chennai to meet Karu-
nanidhi, the Marxist leader said
all the scattered secular forces
had to be brought together to
“defeat the BJP” as the party
was planning to advance the
elections to April-May.

He said the secular front had
become a necessity as the BJP
was “openly communal in char-
acter” and went to the extent of
changing school syllabi and re-
vising history texts.

Surjeet said though the Left
parties had their differences
with the Congress, like econom-
ic reforms, “we cannot write off
the Congress as it is the largest
party in the country”.

He agreed that without the
Congress the BJP could not be
defeated. The Congress had also
learnt its lesson in the recent
Assembly elections that “soft
Hindutva does not pay”, he
added.

. The senior CPM leader said
the party was not averse to tieup
with the Congress here, though
they are rivals in Bengal, Tripu-
raand Kerala. Asked if his party
would favour Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi as Prime Minister,

lar front

the Marxist veteran said “ it is
not the issue now and can be
sorted out later”. :

The Congress chief had spok-
en over phone to Karunanidhion
December 30 and congratulated
him for walking out of the
NDA.

Surijeet rubbished the allega-
tion that “opportunism and po-
litical machinations of the
DMK” on its part led to the
DMK’s quitting the NDA after
“enjoying” power at the Centre
for four years. He said the DMK
was forced to come out as Karu-
nanidhi realised that the BJP’s
words and actions were contra-
dictory.

He also clarified on his earli-
er utterances when he had spo-
ken of “two fronts” to fight the
BJP He said what he had meant
was that there could be “two plat-
forms” of non-BJP forces mov-
ing in the same direction.

He replied in the negative
when asked if the MDMK’s pro-
LTTE stance would weaken the
alliance. “Qur first priority is to
defeat the BJP” he said.

League switches sides

The Indian Union Muslim Lea-
gue has severed ties with the AD-

MK to join the DMK. A party
general council meeting held at
Tiruchirappalli decided to join
the DMK front.

Kalyan return buzz

TAPAS CHAKRABORTY

Lucknow, Jan. 3: Four years
after he was driven out of the
BJP, the distance between Ka-
lyan Singh’s bungalow at 2 Mal
Avenue and the party’s state he-
adguarters on 222/85 Bidhan
Sabha Road here appears to be
fast narrowing.

As Kalyan’s Rashtriya
Kranti Party gears up to hold
its national executive meeting
tomorrow, the unstated agenda
is whether it will merge with
the BJP before the parliamen-
tary polis.

Kalyan’s bungalow was a
hub of activity since early this

morning, with party MLAsand

district presidents thronging it.

The house has been decorat-
ed with colourful lights and
shamianas have been put up on
the lawns to accommodate
members of the executive body.
The backward leader was all
smiles as he greeted party col-
leagues.

The party has four MLAs,
including Kalyan and his son
Ranjit, and one member of leg-
islative council.

Kusum Rai, the ML.C and a
close friend of the former chief
minister, is public works de-
partment (PWD) minister in
the Mulayam Singh cabinet
while Ranjit is the health min-
ister.

Once Kalyan’s party merges
with the BJP, it will have to
forgo the ministries. But party
members, looking for greater
gain, are expected to leave the
final decision on the merger to
Kalyan,

The political drama over
his proposed re-entry into the
BJP, which unfolded at the
birthday bash for Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee in
Lucknow on December 24, is ex-
‘pected to reach its finale at an-
other birthday bash here on
January 5, when Kalyan turns
70.

Union minister of state for

home Swami Chinmayanand is

to visit Kalyan’s house tomor-

row for a one-to-one and

might even have a “birthday
s L£39?

He is expected to formalise
the deal for Kalyan's return,
but the announcement is un-
likely to come before the BJP’s
national convention in Hyder-
abad later this month.

On the eve of his party’s
meet, Kalyan said that so long
it was his responsibility to run
the alliance with chief minister
Mulayam Singh Yadav, Ajit
Singh and the Congress.

“But now if itbreaks up, I
would not be responsible,” he
said, hinting at anew political
alliance before the parliamen-
tary polls.

Kalyan said the new allia-
nce might force an Assembly
election in UttarPradesh along
with the Lok Sabha polls, a
claim that both Mulayam and

BJP leader aj Mishra de-
nied vociférously.
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-] GIVING further
) impetus to spec-
ulations  about
inducting  the
Sharad = Pawar
led NCP into the
NDA, the Shiv
Sena chief Bal
THACKERAY Thackeray on
Thursday said he
was very much open to the idea.
Mr Thackeray said that his party
was not averse to the Nationalist
Congress Party joining the ruling
National Democratic Alliance at
the Centre. However, as expect-
ed, the Sena chief has put a rider.
The NCP will have to shed Chha-
gan Bhujbal, Maharashtra’s for-
mer deputy chief minister.

The Shiv Sena chief categori-
cally stated that the proposed
move would not have any place
for his bete noire and former Ma-
harashtra deputy chief minister
Chhagan Bhujbal.

Mr Bhujbal, as a former home
minister, had tried unsuccessful-
ly to put Mr Thackeray, his for-
mer mentor, behind bars. “It is
impossible”, he told mediaper-
sons at his residence in suburban
Bandra when asked if he would
allow Mr Bhujbal to be part of the
proposed alliance.

The Sena chief’s statement as-
sumes significance in the wake of
his recent closed-door meeting
with deputy prime minister LK. .
Advani in the metropolis.
Though, Mr Advani met Mr
Thackeray to discuss advancing
the Lok Sabha polls, the issue of
allowing NCP into the NDA fold
also cropped up.
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BJP talks to old friends,

Dec. 31. — The BJP has started
confabulating in right earnest
with old allies while the Con-
gress has begin scouting for new
ones in an overdrive to get po-
litical equations for the next

general elections straight.
While the BJP has asked the
NDA convenor, Mr George
Fernandes, to sound out allies
such as the BJD and the Trina-
mul on advancing polls to April,
the Congress has the first step
towards a broad secular front to
take on the BJP-led NDA.

The Congress chief Mrs Sonia
Gandhi, the CPI-M general sec-
retary, Mr Harkishan Singh
Surjeet and the CPI leader, Mr
AB Bardhan have formed a “s-
trategic axis” that will work to-
wards a “two-way” mobilisation
— involving pre-poll and post-
poll alliances — of anti-BJP
forces.

Sources said this would in-
clude a formal “Congress-led
pre-poll front” with the RID
and the JMM in Bihar and
Jharkhand, the NCP and the
RPI in Maharashtra, the BSP in
UP and some other northern
states, the DMK in Tamil Nadu,
the UDF partners in Kerala, the
TRS in Andhra, the PDP in J-K
and the Congress allies in the
north-east.

Besides this, there will be a
second loose Left-anchored
conglomeration of “secular par-
ties” which may have reserva-
tions -due to regional compul-
sions to having a pre-poll alli-
ance with the Congress. Along
with the Left parties, there will
be the SP in UP, Mr Ramvilas
Paswan in Bihar, DMK-MDMK
in Tamil Nadu and the JD (S) in
Karnataka.

While the Left will fight the
Congress in West Bengal, Kera-
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Mrs Sonia Gandhi with Mr Ram
Vilas Paswan in New Delhi
on Wednesday. — PTI

la and Tripura, the SP will do
the same in UP and JD(S) in
Karnataka. But these two for-
mations could come to a post-
poll understanding against the
NDA.

A broad understanding on
this strategy was reached during
Mrs Gandhi’s meeting with Mr
Bardhan on last Saturday and
her talks with Mr Surjeet yester-
day.

It was also been decided to
underplay the leadership issue
even though Mrs Gandhi’s
claim for that as “the leader of
the largest secular party” is un-
derstood.

While Mr Surjeet met Mr
Mulayam Singh today, Mr Pas-
wan separately met Mrs Gan-
dhi, who walked into her neigh-
bour’s house, and Mr Bardhan.
Also Mrs Gandhi’s man in-
charge of Andhra Pradesh, Mr
Ghuiam Nabi Azad, met Mr
Bardhan yesterday.

Consequent to these mioves,
the otherwise ailing 86-year-old
Mr Surjeet will now travel to
Chennai to meet Mr Karuna-
nidhi on Saturday.

The BJP on the other hand
has already begun the task of
consulting its partners. It in-
tends to go to its Hyderabad na-
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Cong looks for new ones

Muluyum meets PM

NEW DELHI, Dec. 31. — Uttar Pra-
desh chief minister Mr Mulayam
Singh Yadav today met Prime Minis-
ter Mr Atal Bihari Vajpayee here and
discussed developmental projects in
the state. After the meeting, the chief
minister told reporters that he urged
the Prime Minister to expedite the
developmental projects in the state.
He is also believed to have dis-
cussed the political situation in the
light of talks of early Lok Sabha polis.
—PTl

tional executive after consulta-
tions so that the executive may
formallly demand advance pall
dates and leave
the issue to the Prime Minister.

Mr Fernandes has already
spoken to the INLD led by the
Haryana CM, Mr O.P. Chauta-
la. The latter has given his
green signal, sources said. He is
expected to speak to Trinamul
chief, Mamata Banerjee, who is
likely to get a portfolio soon.

He will also speak to other
important Samata-JD(U) lead-
ers such as Mr Sharad Yadav
and Mr Nitish Kumar, sources
said.

The Prime Minister himself,
sources said, spoke to the TDP
chief, Mr N. Chandrababu Nai-
du, when the latter was here re-
cently. Post-meeting, the TDI
and the BJP have decided to ap:
proach the Andhra electorate
as alliance partners.

The Deputy PM, Mr LK Ad-
vani, has also spoken to the Shiv
Sena Chief, Mr Bal Thackeray
who has consented. The Union
Law and Justice Minister, Mr
Arun Jaitley, has spoken to the
SAD.

That leaves only smaller ailies
such as the DMK and the PMK
to be consulted, sources said.
Although the DMK has re-
signed from the government it
is still a part of the NDA.



‘Mulayam, LF
spurn Sonia
alhance call
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New Delhi, December 31 ' .‘

THE LEFT and the Samajwadi
Party on Wednesday gave Sonia
Gandhi a nasty New Year’s Eve
surprise by ruling out a pre-poll
alliance, hours after SP president
Mulayam Singh Yadav “could
not take” a call the Congress
president had made to him.

The announcement was made
by CPI(M) general secretary Har-
kishan Singh Surjeet and Mu-
layam, who had met earlier on a
day of hectic political activity.

Mulayam later told reporters
that the Congress appeared to be
speaking in two voices about the
proposed front, saying it would
not insist on the chairman’s post
but projecting Sonia as its candi-
date for Prime Minister.

Surjeet said the former United
Front parties are trying to form
a front of their own minus the
Congress. The only hope he held
out for the Congress was that the
two fronts could “coordinate” to
defeat the BJP.

Mulayam, however, ruled out
joining any front. He said his
“experience” of fronts was not
good: all they did was “weaken
the party organisation” and gen-
erate “controversies”. But he
was ready to give and receive “is-
sue-based” support from secular
parties for defeating the BJP.

The Samajwadi Party presi-
dent also met the Prime Minister,
NDA convener George Fernan-
des and Rashtriya Lok Dal chief
Ajit Singh — his ally in UP —on
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o* Front fissures

CPM: No tie-up with Cong, but a
separate alliance of former
United Front members. May
coordinate with Cong against BJP

SP: Won't enter into any alliance at
all. May give or receive issue-based
support. Cong guilty of doubletalk

on Sonia’s role in proposed alliance

Wednesday, but ruled out any
poll tie-up with the BJP.

Surjeet said a “broad” front led
by the Congress was not possible.
His party had “fundamental” dif-
ferences with the Congress, par-
ticularly on economic policies.

The Congress reacted to the
disappointment by saying a
“grand” pre-poll alliance may
not be “necessary”. Spokesman
S. Jaipal Reddy said, “The idea is
to get maximum seats and a
strategy will be evolved to
achieve the goal.” He hinted at
working out a common mini-
mum programme for the polls.
Sonia continued her hunt for al-
lies, though, walking down next
door to wish Ram Vilas Paswan a
happy new year.
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