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KOLKATA, Dec. 25. — Former Tripura
chief minister and veteran CPI-M
leader Nripen Chakraborty died at
SSKM hospital early this morning.

He was about 100 years old.
Chakraborty, a bachelor, had been criti-
cally ill for quite some time and was
brought to the city for treatment.

Condoling his death, the CPI-M
Politburo said it was a loss for the coun-
try’s Communist movement. It also
said Chakraborty had played a pio-
neering role in the fight against feudal
aristocracy and for independence.

Dr Manmohan Singh also condoled
his death saying that in his passing
away, the nation and the working peo-
ple have lost a true friend.

In 1995, the CPI-M had expelled him on
charges of anti-party activities. “The
party had to take this unpleasant deci-
sion as nobody is above the party”, read a
statement issued by the Politburo today.

“But even after his expulsion, the
party paid for all his expenses and
deployed members to take care of him”,
CPI-M state secretary Mr Anil Biswas
said. Chakraborty was re-inducted as a
member just two days ago. He received
the news in hospital.

Today, the CP1-M’s red flag was flying
at half mast at the Politburo. Senior
leaders from the CPI-M, CPI, RSP and
other Left parties paid their last
respects when the body was taken to
Alimuddin Street. He will be cremated
in Tripura tomorrow.

Chakraborty was born in Bikrampur,
Dhaka, in 1905 (1908, according to his
family). After completing his higher
studies in Kolkata, he entered the
world of politics — first the Civil
Disobediencg“Movement and then the
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erpen Chakraborty dead

Communist leaders pay their last
respects to Nripen Chakraborty at
the CPI-M office in Kolkata on
Saturday. — The Statesman

socialist movement.

He joined the Communist Party in
1930 and also worked as a sub-editor for
Ananda Bazar Patrika for a brief peri-
od. In the mid-30s, Chakraborty went
underground, organised movements,
edited his party mouthpiece and spent
about 18 years in jail in different phas-
es. He even escaped from the Hijli
detention camp.

Chakraborty was sent to Tripura in
1950 where he organised the tribal
movement. He was elected to the
Tripura Assembly in 1957, 1962, 1872,
1977, 1983 and 1993.

Chakraborty became the chief minis-
ter of Tripura in 1978 and held on to the
chair for 10 years till the Congress
defeated the Left Front.
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NEW DELHI, Dec. 18. — Dealing a
blow to Samajwadi Party leader Mr
Mulayam Singh Yadav’s bid to
revive the Third Front, the CPI-M
today dismissed any immediate pos-
sibility of such a political formation.

The Left party’s announcement
assumes significance as the UP
chief minister had met CPI-M gen-
eral secretary Mr Harkishen Singh
Surjeet in this connection today.
Mr Yadav is said to have pitched
for such a front in view of the com-
ing Assembly elections, especially
with a view to take on his rival, the
RJD chief, Mr Lalu Prasad, in
Bihar. The CPI-M was, however,
not convinced about creating a
front against Mr Lalu Prasad.

Mr Surjeet said the Third Front
issue could only be discussed at “an
opportune time,” adding that there
were already many fronts at this
stage. Giving an explanation on the
subject, the party politburo mem-

19 Dec 2pp

Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav

ber, Mr Sitaram Yechury, said:
“There is no scope for any Third
Front in the coming elections. It is
not on our immediate agenda, even
though the formation of a non-BJP,

TESMAN

Grond Pyt

non-Congress front remains part of
our long-term objective.”

In the context of the Bihar polls,
Mr Yechury said: “Our political
objective is to keep communal
forces out of power there. We had
an alliance with the RJD earlier in
this regard.”

Expressing concerns over the
deteriorating law and order situa-
tion as well as growing abduction
cases under the Rabri Devi govern-
ment, Mr Yechury said: “Both secu-
larism and development are crucial
for us, but we believe Lalu’s alter-
native in Bihar would turn out to
be worse.”

The CPI-M politburo also dis-
cussed the party’s strategy to be
adopted in the coming Assembly
elections in Bihar, Jharkhand, and
Haryana. It decided that the CPI-
M will first discuss the matter
among the Left parties and then
with other secular parties, for
working out an electoral under-
standing.

ft snubg Third Front moves
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Red ﬂag up agamst fuel

HT Correspondents M \/
Kolkata/ New Delhi, Nov §

THE LEFT in Bengal will hit
the streets with a weekiong
agitation from November 8
and hold a rally in Kolkata the
next day in protest against the
petroleum price hike an-
nounced last night. Chief
Minister Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee has already written
a protest letter to the Centre.

Calling the decision unnec-
essary, Left Front chairman
Biman Bose said the hike had
been announced just when in-
ternational prices of crude
had begun falling.

“The Centre is deviating
from the common minimum
programine which makes it
binding on it to work in the

6 NOV 2004

Lot punch ~

= Statewide stir from
Monday, rafly in Kolkata
ot Tuesday

u Price hike not necé
because crude costs
falling

u Centre deviating from
common minimun
programme

w UPA following NDA's
regressive policies

interest of the common man.
It’s not consulting us before
making major policy deci-
sions. We have always sought
a restructuring of import
and excise duties to keep pe-

troleum prlces und E

trol. The Centre has ignored
our demands,” he added.

Jyoti Basu said, “We had
told them not to go for a hike
right now. But I read in the
newspapers today that the
government had again raised
the prices of petroleum prod-
ucts. 1 don’t know why they
are behaving like this”.

Denying charges that
CPI(M) politburo member
Sitaram Yechury had en-
dorsed the hike, party state
secretary Anil Biswas said,
“Communists never indulge
in double-dealing. We will or-
ganise agitations seeking a
roltback in the prices.”

In Delhi, the CPI(M) polit-
buro said it had repeatedly
told the government to meet

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

rice hlke

the rise in global oil prices by
lowering Customs and excise ‘
duties. The decision to dis- |
mantle the administrative \;
price mechanism (APM) had !
come with an assurance that |
duties on all subsidised pe- |
troleum products would be |
slashed to zero per cent. Had |
the promise been kept, there |
would have been no need o |
raise the prices, it added. i

“Not raising the price of |
Kerosene was no big favour |
because it isn’t imported. The |
hike in the LPG price will hit !
millions. The diesel price hike |
will have a cascading effect, !
fuelling inflation,” the polit- !
buro noted. CPI secretary D.
Raja said the government
raised the prices without
heeding the Left.



“Lefttoi

Our Polltlc Bureau ((
T NEW DELHT 31 OUOBERQ,}

HE Left, which forced the

I government to putoffade-
cision on a hike in the
prices of petro products, on Sun-
day indicated that there will be
frequent interventions by them
inthe Manmohan Singh govern-
ment’s policy matrix. Dubbing
some of government’s moves as
“flawed,” the Left has cautioned
it against straying from the CMP.
The CPM and CPlin separate res-
olutions have laid out a frame-
work for the Left parties’ support
to the Congress-led coalition at
the Centre. The CPM’s three-day
central committee meeting,
which ended on Sunday formu-
lated its draft political resolution
to be placed before the party con-

ervene in UPA moves

gress, in which it opposed any d1-
lution of the CMP. It also decided
to stick to its stand against the
moves on raising FDI caps in cer-
tain sectors, reducing the interest
rate of provident fund, privatisa-
tion of airports and the patents
bill, party sources said.

The CPI's national council, af-
ter 1ts two- day scssum adopted a

report callmg for mass move-

ment to protest against “anti-
people” measures and ensure
that steps of urgent concern to
the common man are imple-
mented. “The performance of the
government during the five
months has been mixed. The de-
cisions taken are also mixed and
on a number of issues flawed.
Several of them stray from the

Sth of the CMP. This has com-
)dlcd the Left to protest, criticise
nd demand change and correc-
tion,” the report said. A.B. Bard-
han said announcements like re-
ducing interest rate on provident
fund, raising the FDI cap in tele-
com and insurance sectors,
moves on privatisation of major
aiports and ports, proposed liber-
alisation in the banking sector
will face opposition from the Left.

“As long as the UPA govern-
ment implements the CMP and
works within its framework, it
will continue to have the full sup-
portand cooperation of the Left,”
Mr Bardhan told reporters here.
On land reforms, Mr Bardhan
threatened that the party will
launch a mass movement if
speedy steps were not taken by
government to redistribute land.

SINGH: Bump AHEAD?




“Leftwill not

a \\Y

oppose petrol
price hlkg )

Agencies
New Delhi, October 22 \,( A

AFTER MONTHS of stone-
walling, the Left today gave
the first clear hint that it
would not oppose a hike in
the domestic prices of petrol.

A.B. Bardhan and D.Raja of
the CPI met petroleum minis-
ter Mani Shankar Aiyar, who
tried to get them to agree to a
petroleum- price hike. With
domestic oil marketing com-
panies hit by the spiralling in-
ternational prices of oil, the
Left leaders are now ready to
accept that a hike in domestic
prices could be necessary.

“We did not put too much
pressure on the issue of
petrol prices. It is clear that
the price mechanism has to
work somewhere so that our
oil companies do not run into
losses,” Bardhan said.

But the Left is still largely
opposed to a hike in the
prices of diesel as also of
LPG and kerosene, because it
could fuel inflation. It has
also recommended more cuts
in the excise and customs du-
ties on crude oil.

Alyar wants the issue dis-
cussed with the Prime Minis-
ter. “I will continue my dia-
logue process. The decision
will not be taken by me but by
the Prime Minister,” he said.

Oil companies are losing
nearly Rs 5,000 crore every
vear because of the subsidy
burden and the lack of politi-
cal will o raise petrol prices.

/
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KOLKATA, Oct. 15. — Atheism
can have nothing to do with in-
trospection if Bengal’s commu-
nists want to use the festive issue
of their party mouthpiece to talk
about things as crucial as devia-
tion, corruption and internal
cleansing.

The CPI-M state secretary, Mr
Anil Biswas, has done exactly this
in his article, CPI-M er truti son-
sodhan abhijan (the CPI-M’s ex-
ercise to correct mistakes) in the
festive number of Ganashakti

which is to hit the stands all over.
‘ Using the typical Marxian
analysis of class and class struc-
ture as the base of his article, Mr
Biswas has interpreted devia-
tions, corruption and anti-people
behaviour as effects of change in
a bourgeois society in his six-page
article.

“Since the party had to form an
electoral alliance with the bour-
geois parties in many states over
the past decade, we have noticed
their effect on our party in other
states (excepting West Bengal
and Kerala), ” writes Mr Biswas
referring to the correctional exer-
cise being carried out by the CPI-
M central committee since 1997.

There has been a tendency
among party members to contest

Mr Anil Biswas

and win Parliamentary seats in
elections sometimes “even rising
above the party,” says Mr Biswas.

Moreover, there has been a
lack of communist thinking
(among members) leading to lack
of development in the thought
process. “Corruption has been
noticed, even in states where the
party has a weak presence. Al-
though the rate of corruption in
the communist party is much less,
the trend is dangerous”.

Among other shortcomings no-
ticed among party members are
lack of interest in the organisa-
tion, not organising meetings at
the branches and flouting organi-
sational rules.

The deviations witnessed
among party members in West
Bengal cannot be called minor, if
one goes by the admission of the

THE STATESMAN

Corruption in party a dangerous
G2, v trend, says Anil

state secretary:

a) The attitude of submission
(among party functionaries), ig-
noring shortcomings.

b) Lack of transparency and
coordination between the party
and different organisations of the
Left front government

¢) Lack of communist idealism
and often getting involved in im-
moral activities. “The party has
stated time and again that mem-
bers stay away from land deals, .
refrain from using position for
the benefit of family members...”,
says Mr Biswas.

d) Internal differences and fac-
tional feuds leading to splinter
groups. “These often help people
with questionable character get
plump posts in the party,” admits
Mr Biswas

e) The stipend given to whole
time members is less than ade-
quate. This often compels them
to indulge in immoral activities.

f) Often it is a leader’s person-
al liking that decides allotment of
job among party workers. This
can be frustrating for the talen-
ted, says Mr Biswas.

While delving into details of
the possible solutions to these p-
roblems the party secretary has
stressed on “struggle” within the
CPI-M to keep it clean and take
action against erring members

and leaders. / //



Surjeet never-called Kher
an RSS man: Yechury ', .

HT Correspondent

N s ﬁo we need the board?

CPM LEADER Sitaram Yec-
hury on Friday said ousted
Censor Board chief Anu-
pam Kher had not been re-
ferred to as an ‘RSS man’ in
any article in his party
mouthpiece. The denial
comes a day after Kher sent
alegal notice to CPM gener-
al secretary Harkishan
Singh Surjeet for allegedly
dubbing him an “RSS man”
in an article in the People’s
Democracy, a CPM organ.

In the article by Surjeet,
Kher was referred to "as an
appointee of the earlier gov-
ernment,” Yechury, who is
the editor of the mouth-
piece, said when asked to
comment on the matter.

The CPI(M) leader said
actor Vijay Anand had also
been removed as the chief of
the Censor Board before his
term ended.

Kiran raps Surjeet
- LIKE HER husband,
~actress Kiran Kher to-
day . trained ‘her ‘gung
on Harkishen  Singh
Surjeet for the removal
of Anupam Kher and
satd the family would
fight itout.
'sa pehtlcal game
- played at the behest of -
Surjeet; Theaimof the
“Congress - leadership
“‘was o please Surjeet
ahd bend to his dic
‘tates” she'sald here.

PTI, Chandigarh
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Farida Shaikh
Mumbai, October 15

ANUPAM KHER is said to have
annoyed the present govern-
ment with his refusal to clear
Final Solution, the controver-
sial documentary on the Gu-
jarat riots.

The film was cleared recently
by a panel and Kher himself al-
legedly after pressure from the
government.

Says the film's director
Rakesh Sharma, “Even though
my film has been finally
cleared, I am for disbanding the
Censor Board. A few people
have no right to decide what the
country needs to watch. And
who are these panel members?
They happen to be some corpo-
rator's wife or some MLA's sis-
ter-in-law.

Sharma feels the guidelines
were archaic. “The media has
changed tremendously since
they were framed in 1952. There
is an explosion of satellite TV.
So you can watch Praveen Toga-
dia getting away with hate
speech on TV, but if it is shown
in a film, the board has a prob-
lem,” he says.

He adds a rating agency
should replace of the Censor
Board, as is the system in the
United States.

In 30 years of his career, doc-
umentary film-maker Anand
Patwardhan has clashed with
the Board on several occasions.
“For my last film War and Peace
(based on India and Pakistan's
nuclear tests) I was ordered 21
cuts. Instead, I approached the
HC and got it cleared. The
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(Top) Anupam Kher
& Sitaram Yechuri
Pulling no punches

CBFC stands for Central Board
of Film Certification, not Cen-
sor Board. The Constitution
guarantees us freedom of ex-
pression but the CBFC goes
overboard in everything it
does.”

Film-maker Prakash Jha
says censorship should be left
to society. He says a Censor
Board is not needed because
“each political party gets its
own ideology in it.”
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Left dependent on Congress' Basu

KOLKATA, OCT. 3. Veteran Marxist
leader Jyoti Basu today said the
Left parties, externally support-
ing the UPA Government at the
Centre, were as much depend-
ent on alliance leader Congress,
as it was on the support of the
Leftists, to keep the BJP away.
“This is a peculiar situation.
Today, we are supporting the
Congress which we had op-
posed for the last 45 years. We
are dependent on them as
much as they are dependent on
us. The BJP is responsible for
this,” Mr. Basu said at a func-

EO
tion to commemorate the bir
centenary of renowned Com-
munist leaders AX. Gopalan
and B.T. Randive. Mr. Basu said
that as a parliamentarian, Go-
palan had worked both inside
and outside the House in using
the parliamentary system for
the good of the poor and the
working class, thereby increas-
ing the acceptability and pres-
tige of Communist Party.

Scope for growth
“Although our party is still
small in terms of national pres-

“0cr 2004

re

tﬁ\

\0
nce, there is scope for its
rowth. Gopalan was a typical
Communist in that he loved to
be with the people. Today, we
have to do just that in order to
expand our party. The mass or-
ganisations would have to be
strengthened,” he said.
Recalling his association with
Gopalan since the inception of
the Communist Party, Mr. Basu
described him as an ‘excellent’
human being who could not

' stay away from any democratic

movement anywhere in the
country. — PT1




~Left parties very much part -
'.of Plan process: Yechury

;%Xur Staff Reporter

HYDERABAD, OCT. 2. The Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist) Po-
lit Bureau member, Sitaram
Yechury, says the Left parties
remain very much part of the
Planning process despite the
dissolution of the consultative
committees attached to the
Planning Commission.
Speaking at a meeting orga-
nised by the CPI(M)-affiliated
Centre of Indian Trade Unions
on Foreign Direct Investment
here today, Mr. Yechury ridi-
culed reports that the Left had
been “thrown out of the Plan-
ning process” along with the
representatives of the foreign

organisations they had objected
to.

All Planning Commission
proposals had to be passed by
the National Development
Council comprising the Chief
Ministers. “We have two Chief
Ministers representing the Left
there while the World Bank has
none, now that [the former
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister,
N. Chandrababu Naidu] has
been thrown out by the people
of Andhra Pradesh,” Mr. Yechu-
1y said. Parliament also had a
central role to play in the Plan-
ning process and there too the
Left had a “robust” voice.

He disagreed that the dissolu-
tion of these consultative bod-

ies was a setback to the
Planning process. The Planning
Commission had worked for
more than half a century with-
out such bodies.

The CPI(M) had no objection
to foreigners being consulted
but was dead set against involv-
ing foreign organisations, “with
their own economic agendas
and which were not answerable
to the Indian people,” in the
Planning Commission’s work.

Mr. Yechury set out a three-
point test for Foreign Direct In-
vestment. “We have no black
and white position on FDIs,” he
said and added that these had
to be judged on a “case-by-case

basis.” FDIs should increase.

p oductwe capac1ty, bnng in
new technology and generate
employment for it to be neces-
sary and beneficial for the coun-
try. Increasing FDI in the
telecom and insurance sectors
did not meet any of these crite-
ria, he claimed. Moreover, for-
eign control of telecom would
compromise India’s security. |

The insurance sector was the
largest contributor to Plan
funds with a corpus of over Rs. 1
lakh crores. This money, which
was the savings of millions of
working Indians, should not be
handed over to multinationals
to increase their profits but
should to used to meet Plan
targets.

e

Why were the committees
dissolved, asks CPI leader

By Our Special Correspondent

PATNA, OCT. 2. The secretary of
the Communist Party of India,
D. Raja, today took exception
to the dissolution of the
consultative committees of
the Planning Commission.

Talking to the media, Mr.
Raja said the Prime Minister,
Manmohan Singh, and the
Centre must be aware of the
“autocratic behaviour” of the
bureaucracy. There was no
logic in dissolving the
committees and the Centre
should explain the action.

He said the Left parties had
only opposed the inclusion of
the foreign experts in the
committees as “outsiders with
their agenda” were not

P

compatible in a sovereign
dispensation. The committees
provided a forum for a cross-
section of people to represent
their opinions.

However,the Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh,
had assured them that he
would look into issues and
concerns of the Left and
evolve a mechanism to
resolve the impasse. The
bureaucracy needed to be
streamlined and made pro-
poor and sensitive to the
needs of the common people,
he said.

Mr. Raja said that Dr. Singh
should keep in mind the new
balance of power while taking
decisions and not think that
the situation was the same as

in 1980 or 1990 when the
Congress was the sole party
heading the government.

The honeymoon period was
over and it was time that the
United Progressive Alliance
Government performed in
accordance with the National
Common Minimum
Programme. The Left parties
wantedthe Government to be
stable, but to also heed to
what the Left, which was
supporting it from outside,
had to say.

Mr. Raja said the Left was
not against foreign direct
investment per se but was
against raising its cap in the
telecom and insurance sectors
to 74 per cent as they were

not in the national interest——
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9 CONSULTATIVE GROUPS DISSOLVED

Forei

g -f- PN

NEW DELHI, Sept. 30. — Outflanking
the Left, the Planning Commission today
dissolved all the 19 consultative groups,
created for ‘inputs’ during the re-look at
the 10th Five Year plan at the mid-term
stage. The move, however, has drawn flak
from the Left. While the Left appreciates
that the foreigners from World Bank,
ADB and McKinsey are no longer part of
the consultative process, it is unhappy with
the dissolution of the consultative groups.

Many Left leaders hold the view that
the dissolution is a way of pleasing the
World Bank and similar institutions. They
didn’t like the Planning Commission
briefing the Press before consulting them.
CPI-M Politburo member Mr MK
Pandhe called it a “wrong step” meant to
please the World Bank. Another
Politburo member Mr Sitaram Yechury
regretted that CPI-M had not been offi-
cially informed.

Mr Pandhe, who was in the committee,
said he could not appreciate the decision as
the entire consultation process has ended.
The CPI pointed out that it wanted only
the foreign experts associated with the
World Bank and similar bodies to be
moved out. While the Planning Commiss-
ion has done that, it has “also thrown the
baby with the bathwater,” Mr Shamim
Faizi said. Mr D Raja of the CPI said, the
logic of the dlssolutlon had tobe explamed

The Commission had appointed about
400 members, including about 20 mem-
bers of World Bank, ADB; McKinsey and
other foreign bodies.

Five Leftist academics, members of
" various consultative groups, had threat-
ened to resign.

A Planning Commission official said:
“The earlier practice of consulting indivi-
duals separately as part of the mid-term
appraisal process® will now begin.
Technically, the dissolution of the groups

1gn experts
0, but Left sore

GDP rises by 7.4%

NEW DELHI, Sept. 30. — India’s Gross Dom-
estic Product (GDP} grew by 7.4 per cent in
the first quarter of the current fiscal over the
same period in 2003-04, mainly on account of
significant growth in the manufacturing sector
as well as the trade, hotels, transport and
communication segment and community,
social and personal services. — SNS

Details on page 11

will make little difference in the final
report. For, instead of a formalised set of
groups, members and advisers will be able
to speak to people, regardless of their
background, on an individual capacity.
Nor will it delay the readying of the 10th
Plan mid-term report, which should be
placed before the Cabinet later this year.

In the past, durmg the readying of the
10th Plan for instance, advisers from all
walks of life were consulted. Even today,
nothing will stop a senior official from
consulting someone from the World
Bank, for example. An official said, the
consultation process was a normal one in
the past and the appointment of groups
this year was different only in that it was
a “protocol issue.” Even during the for-
mulation of the 10th Plan, about 5,000
people from unions, industry, academia
and foreign experts were involved 1p see
how people were reacting to the#iftial
documentation. The working groups
alone consulted 2,000 people and the
sub-groups, more.

At the working group level, deeper into
readying of the Plan, no foreign experts,
members of donor agencies, individual
companies, whether Indian or foreign,
are involved, though sector experts and
associations are asked for their opinions,

This was the first time the process of
consultation was formalised. “In the past,
people were called... given TA and DA.
This year, the consultants were officially
recognised,” an official said today.
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_PROMISE TO LOOK INTO EXPERTS ISSUE

Sept. 27. — The Prime Minister said
today that he had “great faith in the
inherent patriotism of our colleagu-
es in the Left parties”. Speaking to
the media on board his aircraft, Dr
Manmohan Singh promised to look
into. the issue of foreign experts in
the Planning Commission. “I am
very confident that despite different
perspectives that we may have on
how we look at various issues, when
the chips are down we will be able to
work out a programme -of - action
which meets the challenges of our
times. When 1 go back, I will cer-
tainly look into every aspect of it.”
Endorsing the concerns of the
Left, he said: “The path we choose
should be the one that advances the
lot of the poorest of our people.” He
was confident of pulling the Left
parties along with him and deflect-
ing the threat to his government.
Asked what he hoped to achieve by
his next birthday, Dr Singh said he
would strive to do his best, but, quot-

BIRTHDAY BOY: Dr Singh with & bakoon presentad
_ wmmboardTm—PT}

“Can deal with Perver’

GENEVA, Sept. 27.— Dr Manmohan
Singh was “very encouraged” after his
meeting with Gen. Musharraf (“an gssay
in mutual comprehension™. “i believe
that in Gen. Musharraf we've a person
we can deal with,” the Prime Minister
said here. — SNS

ing former British Prime Minister,
Harold Wilson, he said: “A week is a
long time in politics”, but predicted

Great faith in'Left: PM

his government would last its full
term. It was not good enough that
India was the world’s fourth largest-
growing economy, the PM said,
recalling a couplet he had heard from
General Mohan Singh, the INA hero:
Duniya mandi zoran noon, lakhan la-
nat kamzoran noon. Written by Guru
Govind Singh, the couplet means the
world respects the strong and mighty,
while the weak are chastised.

Back in Delhi

On his return tonight, the Prime
Minister deseribed his nine-day tour
of the UK and the USA as a “voyage
of discovery”, and said it accorded
him the chance to explain to world
leaders the policies of the new gov-
ernment. “It was my first visit to the
West as Prime Minister and I met
some ‘important leaders,” he said on
his arrival at IGI airport. The visit
provided him an opportunity to att-
end the G4 meeting with Japan, Ger-
many and Britain, and garner support
for a permanent seat for India in the
expanded Security Council.

9 v
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He is a World Bank <,

* man, says Jyoti Basu

By Malabika Bhattacharya

KOLKATA, SEPT. 24. The CPI(M)
Polit Bureau member, Jyoti Ba-
su, today described the Deputy
Chairman of the Planning Com-
mission, Montek Singh Ahluwa-
lia, as a “World Bank man.”

“He [Mr. Ahluwalia] is wrong
[in inviting foreign consultants
into the Planning Commission
committees). He belongs to the
World Bank. He is a World Bank
man,” Mr. Basu said before par-
ticipating in a CPI(M) State
committee meeting here.

Mr. Basu was, however, not
in favour of taking any drastic
stand against Mr. Ahluwalia for
his “pro-World Bank” stance.
He said Mr. Ahluwalia could al-
ways resolve the issue through

[Mr. Ahluwalia] resign? We ex-
pect him to take a re-look at the
issue and change his mind. He
is free to discuss it with the Left
parties.”

Mr. Basu said the Left parties
would never agree to the inclu-
sion of foreign consultants in
the Planning Commission com-
mittees as such a move would
“harm” the nation’s economy.
The issue would be taken up at
the United Progressive Alliance-
Left Coordination Committee
meeting soon after the Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh, re-
turned from abroad.

The meeting, he said, was
needed to clear the confusion
arising out of reports of the re-
signation offer by the foreign
consultants and some econo-
mists from the Planning Com-

mission. “Their experts had
offered to resign and our people
[economists] too have offered to.
quit. I don’t know what is hap-
pening.” The former Chief Min-
ister, however, said that he saw
nothing wrong in seeking ad-
vice from the World Bank. He
also did not think it was wrong
to seek funds from the bank.
“We, in West Bengal, have a
number of projects funded by
the World Bank and the Asian
Development Bank.”

Today’s meeting was attend-
ed by West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee,
Polit Bureau members, Anil Bis-
was and Biman Bose, and Mem-
ber of Parliament Chittabrata
Majumdar.

Chidambaram’s
assurance: Page 13
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/Left tolL/Warnlng e | for UPA

Our Pohtacal Bureau

" "NEW DELHI 19 SEPTEMBER

day after the Prime Min-
Aister assured the Left its
concerns will be ad-
dressed, the CPM on Sunday
again went back to its oft-repeat-
ed line — its support to the gov-
ernment depended on steps for
the common man.
CPM’s tough rhetoric came
during Sitaram Yechury's address

to a convention orgamsed by h

party’s student wing, SFI, in
Thiruvananthapuram. The
Marxist party, which is fighting

the Congress in Kerala, resorted

to threats and g
warnings. Italso £ :
emphasised the “basic differ-
ences” between the two parties
and dubbed the Congress as a
party for the ruling class.

“We will go to the people if
government acts against the

CMP. Our su ortt e govern-
ment is based on us actions for
the welfare of the common
an,”  politburo  member
Sltaram Yechury said.

g He also said
' g4 government’s
stablhty depended on its commit-
ment to the CMP and added the
UPA had already completed
three months in office and there
should not be any further delay
in implementing the proposals in

the CMP for employment gener- |.
ation and rural development. Mr
Yechury, who met Sonia Gandhi
and the Prime Minister here last
week, had not spoken the same
language then.

Though he did say the Left
support depended on implemen-
tation of the CMP, he exonerated
the government of violating it.
He had said pronouncements
made outside the CMP had not
yetbeen translated into policy.
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By\ou Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 17. The Com-
munist Party of India (Marxist)
today stressed that the United
Progressive Alliance Govern-
ment needs to challenge the
fresh attempt by the Bharatiya
Janata Party. to bring back
“communal agehda through the
backdoor.” ‘

At its daylong meeting of the
Polit Bureau, the party said that
the BJP was trying to disrupt
communal harmony by taking
out the Tiranga Yatra (Tricolour
journey), raking up the V.D. Sa-
varkar issue. Although of the

view that the BJP was building
these issues with an eye on As-
sembly elections to Maharash-
tra, the CPI{M) said there had
not been much response, Palit
Bureau member Prakash Karat
told The Hindu.

Restoring peace

Mr. Karat said the BJP was
trying to bring back its commu-
nal agenda through the back-
door and the Manmohan Singh
Government should meet the
challenge politically.

Besides the need to fight
communalism, the party said
the Government should take

steps to restore peace and nor-
mality in Manipur and other
northeast States and see that
the talks with various groups in
Jammu and Kashmir gathered
pace. -
Earlier, another Poli¥ Bureau
member, Sitaram Yechury, said
the party wanted the Govern-
ment not to make policy an-
nouncements without
consulting the Left parties since
these parties would not like to
disagree publicly with such uni-
lateral announcements.

As regards Maharashtra, the
Polit Bureau asked the State
committee to finalise the num-

+

Tamil to be declared classical language

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 17. In keeping
with the promise made in the
Common  Minimum  Pro-
gramme, the Union Cabinet to-
day decided to create a new
category of languages as “classi-
cal languages” and declare Ta-
mil as the first language under
the category.

Announcing/the decision, the
Union MipiSter and Cabinet

spokesperson, Jaipal Reddy, said
the formation of a separate cate-
gory of classical languages had
been recommended by an ex-
perts committee under the Sah-
itya Akademi. It had also
recommended a set of criteria
for declaring a language as clas-
sical and accepted a proposal to
declare Tamil as the first such
language. More languages could
be included under the category
if there were any proposal and if

they met with the criteria.

The criteria are: the language
should have early texts or re-
corded history of at least a thou-

.sand years; it should have a

body of ancient literature or
texts, which is considered a val-
uable heritage by a generation of
speakers; and its literary tradi-
tion should be original and not
borrowed from another speech
community.

«.CPI(M) identifies issues for UPA

ber of seats the party should
contest. The party has given a
list of 18 seats it wants to con-
test in the State even as the talks
for seat-adjustment were going
on with the Congress.

Seat adjustments

The Maharasthra Chief Min-
ister, Sushil Kumar Shinde, to-
day visited the CPI(M)
headquarters here apparently
to discuss the seat adjustments.
Mr. Shinde is also keen since
the CPI(M) plans to contest So-
lapur City North, a seat that the
Chief Minister was considering
for himself. The CPI(M) candi-
date, Narsaiyya Adam, had won
the seat in 1995 and in the last
elections he finished second.

-



_Job Guarantee Schemes To Cost Centre Rs 40,000 Cr

Our Political Bureau

NEW DELHI 17 SEPTEMBER

HE CPI{M) leaders will
take with them a “costly”

social agenda to the meet-
ing with the Congress top brass.
The “to do” list for the UPA gov-
ernment includes immediate im-
‘ plementation of employment
guarantee schemes (EGSs), new
rural health programmes and
fresh development initiatives.

Toimplement just one itern on
the agenda — EGS — the gov-
ernment will require Rs 21,000-
Rs 40,000 crore. The planners in
the government are not con-
vinced about the viability or effi-
cacy of the scheme.

The CPI(M) politburo, which
deliberated onissues that have to
be taken up on Saturday with
Congress president Sonia Gandhi
and Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, will seek a clear roadmap
for pursuing the programmes
promised in the Common Mini-
mum Programme (CMP).

The luncheon-meeting at the
Prime Minister's residence will

put govt

W

also see the Left once again voic-
ing its reservations about higher
FDI and “foreign hand” in the
Planning Commission.

On both the issues, the gov-
ernment is yet to soften its ap-
proach. However, it is sure to
promise more discussions within
the alliance.

Montek Singh Ahluwalia,
deputy chairman of the Planning
Commission, had advised the

T,

iMmes

Rep Hear: CPI (M) general secretary Harkishan Sing

CPM demands likely to
on pay watch

Surjeet with
former state chief minister Jyoti Basu during a politburo
meeting in New Delhi on Friday. — PT|

Left leaders to shun dogma. He
said it was a mere academic and
consultation exercise.

The EGS is a subject of debate
within the UPA. While the Sonia
Gandhi-led National Advisory
Panel has been advocating its im-
plementation, the government
managers are sceptical about its

utility. The government can con- |

sider the project only if there’san

agreement on cutting subsidy.
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- CPM wnll vote
agamst hike i

insurance FD

TiMEs NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The Marxists
are turning on the heat.
The CPM’s criticism of the
UPA government has long
been simmering, but on
Friday the party seemed to
have stepped on the pedal,
causing some _
anxiety
Raisina Hill.
To an extent,
rumblings
from the CPM,
the principal
component of
the Left Front,
were only to be
expected. They
have never
been viewed as §
a serious thr-
eat to the gov-
ernment. Nor
perhaps are they a grave
threat now, although the
fact that Jyoti Basu, the
CPM'’s pragmatic and mod-
erate leader, also attacked
the government on Friday
is being seen as significant.
Two senior Marxist lead-
ers, Basu in Kolkata and
Prakash Karat in an inter-
view to a news weekly, have
made their dissatisfaction
with the UPA government
amply clear. Karat has been
more vocal. “If they (the
government) want to bring
about new legislation to
raise the cap on FDI (on in-

surance) from 26 to 49%, let
me make it clear we will
vote against them in parlia-
ment.”

After a meeting with par-
ty leaders in Kolkata, Basu
told newspersons that his
party was not satisfied with
the UPA government. Speak-
ing about the
role of foreign
experts in gov-
ernment poli-
cy-making,
Basu said he
wanted the
UPA  govern-
ment to be
“self-critical”.
He said he

ernment.
Taken together, the two
remarks, coming after the
CPI's sharp criticism of
the government -earlier
this week, mark a deepen-

would take up |
matters of the
Left’s concern
with the gov- !

ing of the Left’s discontent
with the UPA leadership. !

Although Karat has sound-
ed more strident, it is
Basu’s ‘dissatisfaction’
that has set off the buzz
here on Friday. The veter-
an Marxist is among the ar-
chitects of CPM-Congress
understanding and is re-

puted to be more indulgent .
towards differences over .

policy matters.
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ALTHOUGH THE™ COMMITMENT of the Left
parties to the continuance of the Congress-led
United Progressive Alliance Government is not in
doubt, differences over issues such as foreign in-
vestment, privatisation, and labour welfare are
threatening to cut short the honeymoon period.
Just days ahead of the August 25 coordination
committee meeting of the Left parties and the
constituents of the UPA, the Communist Party of
India general secretary, A.B. Bardhan, has ac-
cused the Congress of not adhering to ‘coalition
dharma’ in the running of the Central Govern-
ment. The Communist Party of India (Marxist)
Polit Bureau member, Sitaram Yechury, while
linking the survival of the new Government to the
implementation of the Common Minimum Pro-
gramme, has warned against any deviation from
the agreed upon agenda. Evidently the Left par-
ties face the difficult task of having their say on
crucial issues — on which they have profound
differences with the Congress — without appear-
ing to weaken the credibility of the Manmohan
Singh Government. Thus raising the cap on for-
eign direct investment in telecom, insurance and
civil aviation; offloading a small stake in the Na-
tional Thermal Power Corporation; lowering the
administered interest rate on the Employees’
Provident Fund will figure prominently in the co-
ordination committee meeting.

The problem for the Left parties arises from the
very nature of their relationship with the UPA. As
political rivals of the Congress in West Bengal,
Kerala and Tripura, the CPI(M) and the CPI have
to maintain a critical distance from the UPA.
Even so, as the external guarantors of the UPA,
the Left parties have high stakes in the perform-
ance of the new Government. N¢ither close iden-
tification nor alienated oppgsition will be of
much help in this regard. ther they like it or

THE LEFT’S DILEMMA Qrm%’; "/

not, the performance of the Government will re-
flect on their public image. Non-participation in
the Government will not serve as an excuse if the
Left parties were to remain passive to the actions
and policies that affect the interests of their vote
base. At the same time, there are limits to the
influence they can wield in a broad coalition that
has the Congress at the head of several regional
players. They can behave as a pressure group,
nothing more. And the difficulties begin with
their having to decide on the extent of pressure
they can bring to bear upon the Government
without inducing political instability. Too little
pressure might not be effective and too much
pressure might be counter-productive. This sit-
uation has resulted in the Left parties adopting an
ambivalent attitude to the UPA.

All the Left parties barring the CPI stayed away
from the August 18 meeting of the UPA, preferring
instead to attach importance to the coordination
committee meeting. As a separate bloc outside
the UPA, the Left parties are apparently hoping to
arrive at the optimum distance from the Govern-
ment. While not considering themselves partners
of the UPA, the Left parties want to be counted as
allies who should be consulted on important is-
sues. However, the Congress, aware of the Left
dilemma, is bound to take advantage of it. The
imperative of Left support to the Government, if
only to keep out the Bharatiya Janata Party, allows
the Congress sufficient play in pursuing through
its own policies and programmes. The challenge
for the CPI(M) and the CPI is to retain their sep-
arate identity — and rein in the Congress whose
political proclivities and policies they have little
faith in. No purpose will be served if the Left par-
ties confined themselves to mere criticism with-
out forcing a change of policies on issues that
matter most to their core constituencies.
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BEGAN a letter sent to Profes-
sor Hiren Mukerjee in Decem-
ber 1998 with the traditional
‘Pujya Hirenbabu’. I was not

sure whether the veteran Marxist
leader would like that worshipful
form of address. Came the reply
written in his distinctive hand: “You
were right in guessing that I do not
take kindly to being addressed as
‘Pujya’, but of course I am grateful
for the generosity behind it.”

There was no generosity operating
there. I had just then read the re-
markable text of his speech on ‘The
Glory of Sanskrit And Its Relevance
To Our Life Today'. A more erudite
work on the subject could not have
been expected or received from any
pandit of ancient religious lore. Nor
one with a more critically contempo-
rary ring to it. And I wanted to tell
him how much I had benefited from
it.

Hirenbabu had quoted Vidura in
the speech: apriyasya cha satyasya,
vakta srota cha durlabha (for the un-
pleasing and the truthful, speakers
as well as listeners are scarce). And
the equally timeless: puranamityena
na sadhu sarvam (whatever is old is
. not, for that reason alone, necessar-

ily right).

“I was reminded,” Hirenbabu con-
tinued in his letter, “of Motilal Nehru
once writing to Jawaharlal about his
impatience with the Mahatma’s
‘worshipful friend’ — the Mahamana
Pandit Malaviya.” Disdaining the at-
titude and profession of worship in
my letter, he went on to treat me (as
on earlier occasions) to a repast of
wit, wisdom and rare historical
evocation.

“I have been in my own way a
Gandhi devotee, in spite of my unre-

pentant communism,” he said. “I
present to you from out of my mem-
ory, a piece of rhyme in The New
Statesman And Natjon (circa 1935)
by ‘Sagittarius’: “De Valera and his
Green Shirts with their back to the
wall, Hitler with his Brown Shirts
riding for a fall, Mussolini with his
Black Shirts lording over it all, Three
Cheers for Mahatma Gandhi with no

A Communist rishi

By Gopal Gandhi

A tribute to Hiren Mukherjee, lifelong Cdmmuhist,
accomplished Parliamentarian and scholar, who
 passed away on July 30.

shirt at alll”

“I am sure you have inherited
something of his sense of fun,” Hi-
renbabu continued, “ didn’t he order
once a new set of false teeth while
starting on a ‘fast unto death’!” My
not having inherited a sense of fun
(or indeed anything else) from the
Mahatma did not prevent me from
doubling up in laughter at that anec-
dote. Just as my lack of scholarly cre-
dentials had not prevented me from
seeing the penetrating connections
Hirenbabu had established in his
lecture on Sanskrit.

* Citing the idyllic visions of our an-
cient texts, he drew attention in that
address to the deviations from the
ideal. He cited Kalidasa’s description
of a woman: grikini, sachiva, sakhi,
mithah, priya-sishya lalite kalavid-
hau ( housewife, yes, but also keeper
of secrets, companion, one-of-a-
pair, favoured student, adept in fine
arts so numerous...” And gave time-
honoured descriptions of some cur-
rent-day types such as: dharma-va-
nijyaka (purveyor of religion).

Quoting ancient descriptions of
Bharatavarsha such as Himavatsetu-
paryanta (from the Himalaya to the
sea), Devanirmita-desam (country
raised by the Gods) and the beautiful
Ganga-mauktika-harini (adorned by
the necklace that is Ganga), he also
gave the starkly contrastive smasa-
na-vairagya (the desolation-isola-
tion of a smouldering crematorium).

My generation of students at Uni-
versity was stirred by his description
in a speech in the Lok Sabha of ur-
ban squalor: “Does the Hon'ble
Prime Minister know that men vie
with dogs in the streets of our cities
for leavings from the rich man’s ta-
ble?” It was given to two professors
to be the goads to Parliament’s con-
science — Acharya J.B. Kripalani and
Acharya Hiren Mukerjee. Both were
unsparing in their criticism of gov-

ernment and of the social organisa-
tions that held India in their vice-like
grip. And both veterans of debate
received the most undivided atten-
tion of the Treasury benches headed
by Jawaharlal Nehru. Hirenbabu’s
study of Nehru, The Gentle Colossus,
is as much a tribute to the objectivity
and receptivity of the politics of
those times as it is a critique of In-
dia’s first Prime Ministership.

Hirenbabu had another interest
{besides Sanskrit) outside of his
Marxist commitment: archaeology.
His speeches in the Lok Sabha on the
subject were remarkable for their
knowledge of the contributions to
Indian historical research by individ-
uals like Sir Leonard Woolley and Sir
Mortimer Wheeler and contained
the most valuable suggestions for
the future work of the Archaeological
Survey of India.

My late uncle C.R. Narasimhan,
MP for Krishnagiri, who was an en-
thusiast for the preservation of the
fresco-secco panels in the Brihadis-
vara temple at Tanjore, looked upon
Hirenbabu as a mentor on the sub-
ject. The Communist and Congress
members of the second Lok Sabha
collaborated effortlessly in the mat-
ter. And so when Hirenbabu wrote
an impassioned piece at the destruc-
tion of the Babri Masjid in December
1992, he was writing as one whose
historical sensibility had been shak-
en no less than his secular
sensitivity.

It was a privilege, years later, to
have heard from Hirenbabu while as
I was working in Pretoria after he
had come across a report of Presi-
dent Mandela’s conferment on
Gandhi, posthumously, of the keys
to the city of Pietermaritzburg where
in 1893 the future Mahatma had
been pitched out of the train and
into destiny. It was Hirenbabu who
was being generous in that commu-
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nication about some observations 1
had made on that occasion. Hiren-
babu asked me to send his greetings
to my brother Rajmohan adding “al-
though he and I have a different wel-
tanschauung, 1 have a soft corner for
him.” (He underlined the German
word meticulously to signify an
italicisation).

- A couple of years later I accompa-
nied President Narayanan, as the
President’s secretary, when he went
to call on Hirenbabu at his Bally-
gunge residence. That was Mr. Na-
rayanan’s first visit to Calcutta as
President. The event was unforget-
table. It was reminiscent of President
Prasad’s calls on Acharya Narendra
Deva or President Radhakrishnan’s
on Acharya Vinoba Bhave.

Some months later, I recall, Presi-
dent Narayanan received a hand-
written letter from Hirenbabu, one
of several that had been exchanged
by the two. He urged the President,
as a former student of Harold Laski,
to help carry the dynamics of social-
ist ideology from “contract to rela-
tions” even as, earlier, it had been
taken from “status to contract.”

I cite this from memory but the
words were more or less to that ef-
fect. To my mind this showed a re-
markable ability on the part of the
Marxist nonagenarian to hold fast to
the core of his ideas but without de-
nying the impact or significance of
the world outside that core.

Hirenbabu had just crossed 90 at
that time and was recovering from
an episode of ill health. He ended
that letter to the President with an
anecdote. Lord Palmerston, Hiren-
babu recounted, told his doctor who
had predicted the death of his pa-
tient if he did not listen to medical
advice: “ Die? My dear doctor, that is
the last thing 1 will do!”

To how many is given the privilege
of doing the ‘last thing’ with the
physical, intellectual and spiritual
dignity of Professor Hiren Mukerjee?
And with a laughter that could check
tears?

(The writer is Ambassador of India
in Norway.)
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Left to vote against

IRDA am

Statesman News Service ’A\‘\

NEW DELH]I, July 19. — The Left
Front will vote against the Bill
seeking to amend the Insurance
Regulatory’ &  Development
Authority. The Bill seeks to raise
the foreign direct investment limit
in the insurance sector.

At a meeting of senior Left Front
leaders today chaired by the CPI-
M general secretary, Mr Harkishen
Singh Surjeet, the Left Front
decided that they would not allow
the government to have its way in
Parliament should the Centre insist
on moving the Bill to amend the
IRDA Act, a source told The
Statesman.

While it has not been decided
how to frustrate the government’s
efforts to increase the FDI cap in
telecommunications and civil avia-

engment

tion sectors, Left partners claimed
that they would oppose the move
with all the force at their command.

Some leaders — including Mr
Prakash Karat (CPI-M), Mr Abani
Roy (RSP), Mr Debabrata Biswas
(Forward Bloc) and Mr D Raja
(CPI) took note of the fact that
though the Left Front had sent the
names of leaders to represent it on
the United Progressive Alliance
coordination committee, there has
been no response from the
Congress. Mrs. Sonia Gandhi,
being the chairperson of the UPA
coordination committee, has to
clear the names.

The decision to set up the com-
mittee was taken yesterday. The
need for such a panel was felt after
the Left parties voiced reservations
over the proposed hike in FDI caps
in certain sectors.
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FDI hike

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, July 11

SOUNDING A warning for the
Congress-led UPA government,
the CPI(M) on Sunday said it
would oppose the rise in FDI cap
in the insurance, telecom and civ-
il aviation sectors, and the passage
of the Finance Bill in Parliament.

“We are against privatisation
and will oppose the hike in the
FDI limit in Parliament,” Citu
chief M.K. Pandhe said after the
party’s Politburo meet here.

But the CPI(M) will not give
up on a dialogue with the gov-
ernment. Pandhe said the gov-
ernment will be asked to recon-
sider its decision. “That is one
method we have decided. We will
tell the UPA that these are our
concerns and the government
must take them into account.”

Pandhe said the party had not
been consulted on the FDI hike,
which will require amendments
to the Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority Act. “Our
party is firm and we will oppose it
at all levels. If the Bill (to amend
the IRDA Act) comes up, we will
fight it. That’s our stand,” Pandhe
said during a break in the meeting
attended among others by CPI(M)
general secretary Harkishen
Singh Surjeet, Jyoti Basu, Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee, Sitaram
Yechury and Prakash Karat.

“Without our support, the gov-
ernment cannot keep its majority.
It will have to listen to us. They
will have to roll back certain
things if they want our support,”
Pandhe said. Asked if the Left
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H.S. Surjeet at Sunda
Politburo meaet.in Delh

SORE POINTS

L Rise in FDI cap in telecom,
_insurance and aviation

L. Maintenance of 8% interest
__rate on PPF, GPF and SDS

L. Setting up of a public
sector enterprises
_reconstructionboard

L. Steps to deal with ‘over-
hang’ of old debt of states

1 Divestment of NTPC shares

would bring a cut motion, Pandhe
said it isn’t entirely ruled out.

The CPI also said it would agi-
tate on the FDI issue. Its general
secretary A.B. Bardhan main-
tained the hike in FDI cap in
telecommunication would mean
handing over control to the big
multinationals at the cost of na-
tional security.

See also page 4
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/{e:aders crib over FDI, but

opt to play responsible ally

Bitter Left
‘ \places govt
over bu@get

. \ .
MONOBINA GUPTA

New Delhi, July 10: The Left
parties have decided not to pull
the rug from under the United
Progressive Alliance regardless
of how upset they may feel over
some of the Congress-led gover-
nment’s economic policies.

Disappointment came this
week when they had to swallow a
bitter pill over the finance minis-
ter’s budget announcement of
raising the foreign direct invest-
ment limit in the telecommuni-
cation, aviation and insurance
sectors. More discomfort may be
in the offing if the provident fu-
nd interest rate is slashed follow-
ing the board of provident fund
trustees’ meeting on Tuesday.

However, politics seems to
have, as of now, taken precede-
nce over economics.

“We have to think about the
broad political context in which
this government has come to po-
wer,” said M.K. Pandhe, the gen-
eral secretary of Citu, an organi-
sation that is always the last to
say yes to any economic change.
The Citu leader, who is also a
CPM politburo member, said the
party will not make any reckless
move that will jeopardise the su-
rvival of the Manmohan Singh
government.

“We are a responsible party.
We will oppose the FDI policy in
and outside Parliament. But the-
re is no question of posing a th-
reat to the continuance of the
UPA government,” said CPM MP
Nilotpal Basu.

One after another, every Left
leader has intoned the same wor-
ds. They are against the FDI poli-
¢y but oppose the BJP more.
“Our support to this government
isbased on a broad political view
and not on the basis of our posi-

THE TELEGRAFH

tion on Sp 1ﬂc issues,” said CPI
general secretary A.B. Bardhan.

In Parliament, the Left will
not support the Insurance Regu-
latory Authority Bill that the go-
vernment may bring to put into
effect the new policy, “We will
not support the bill,” said a sen-
ior leader of the CPM. The BJP
will not oppose the bill as they
were in favour of it. The Congr-
ess and the NDA together may,
thus, be able to pass the bill.

The Left's opposition to the
bill will stall its passage but will
not, in any case, pull down the
government.

The Left’s opposition to FDI
isnot new and it may have to con-
tend with more such situations.
Arjun Singh, the human resou-
rce development minister, wants
to introduce FDI in primary and
higher education.

“We are opposed to FDI in pri-
mary education,” said CPI lea-
der D. Raja. The human resource
development minister is, howev-
er, confident of coaxing the Left
to consider the proposals.

The Congress-led governme-
nthas also chalked out a strategy
to deal with its Left allies. Part
of this includes paying more at-
tention to education, health,
drinking water and poverty alle-
viation schemes that the Left
parties have been highlighting of
late.

The finance minister would
keep the Left happy with these
goals while pushing through eco-
nomic reforms, some of which
may not be to the liking of the
communists.

“There has to be a policy of
give and take. The common min-
imum programme is a consen-
sus document and not the docu-
ment of any particular party,”
rationalised a Left leader.
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CPM sees.

sred at

Iraq'proposal

Our Political Bureau

"NEW DELRI 11 JUNE

HE CPM on Friday came

I down heavily against for-

cign minister Natwar
Singh’s statement about recon-
sidering the question of sending
troops to Iraq. The Left party, a
major ally, wants the govern-
ment to clarify his remarks.

The CPM refused to agree that
there was any change in the situ-
ationinIraq which “hasbeen un-
der American occupation for the
last fourteen months.” The party
politburo in a statement de-
manded that the Manmohan
Singh government must make it
clear that there is no question of
sending Indian troops to Iraq.

Mr Singh made the remarks,
hinting that India might recon-
sider its stand against sending
troopsto Iraqin view of the latest
UN Security Council resolution,
after calling on his US counter-

part Collin Powell in Washing-
ton. He noted that the situation
in Iraq had changed.

Describing Mr Singh’s remarks
as “ambiguous,” the CPM said
the Security Coundil resolution
for stationing of a multinational
force in Iraq till 2006, does not
mean there will be a UN peace-
keeping force. “The 138,000 US
troops will continue to remain
along with a small force from its
allies as the so-called multina-
tional force. France, Germany,
Russia and Canada have an-
nounced they will not send
troops,” it said.

Pointing out that the UN Secu-
rity Coundil resolution has ap-
proved the setting up of an inter-
im government in Iraq by June
30 and continuance of a multina-
tional force under US command,
the CPM alleged that as far as the
interim government was con-
cerned itis “hand-picked” by the
US authorities.
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parties criticise

NDA tactics

NEW DELHI, MAY 30. The Left par-
ties said today that projecting
the Congress president, Sonia
Gandhi, as a “parallel power
structure” to the Prime Minis-
ter, Manmohan Singh, at the
Centre was part of a “deep con-
spiracy to drive a wedge be-
tween Dr. Singh and Ms.
Gandhi.”

In separate interviews to the
UNI, the CPI general secretary,
A.B. Bardhan, and the CPI(M)
leader, Nilotpal Basu, said the
National Democratic Alliance
leaders after losing power at the
Centre had gone “berserk” and
were resorting to “deplorable
tactics” to create problems for
the new ruling coalition.

The BJP had alleged that Ms.
Gandhi was emerging as an “ex-
tra-constitutional  authority”
and was belittling the office of
the Prime Minister.

“What is the power centre all

THE HINDU

about? It is absolutely wrong to
say that the Prime Minister
should also be the leader of that
party,” Mr. Bardhan said.

“Since the Prime Minister be-
longs to that party, he or she
carries out the programmes and
polices in guidance of that
party.”

Mr. Basu said: “There has to
be collective functioning within
the parties also. They have to
evolve a proper method to en-
sure the smooth functioning of
the coalition. Therefore, it will
be wrong to say there is a paral-
lel power structure.”

The way the Congress would
function, providing leadership
to the ruling combine, was its
“internal matter,” he added.

“What has to be seen is
whether the Prime Minister’s
role in leading the Government
and his position is undermined

or not. Till now, there is no such
indication.”

On the BJP’s criticism that
the Left parties were enjoying
power without responsibility at
the Centre, Mr. Bardhan said
the Left parties were playing a
“reasonable role” of protecting
the common man by helping in
formulating pro-people policies
and programmes and defending
the country’s social and demo-
cratic ethos.

Mr. Basu said the Left parties
were accountable to the people
in seeing that the commitments
made during the election cam-
paign were fulfilled.

The acceptance of the post of
Lok Sabha Speaker was also a
“conscious decision” to restore
the independence of the legisla-
ture and to ensure the account-
ability of the executive to the
legisiature.
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/1 Common Marxist programme!.

Q( cﬁ r « And thls too, full of tricks (ﬁ\

he Common Minimum Programme is the Left’s

minimum and unless the budget gives strong reformist
signals, fears will multiply that the Left’s maximalis
demands are in the way. Congress should insist tha
positives be retained. Trouble is positives are full o
negatives. The proposed cess on central taxes — incom
tax, excise tax and customs duty — to fund a highe
spending on education has made “progressive
commentators weep with joy. They should consider thre
things. First, a cess on indirect taxes hurts the poor mo1
than the rich. Second, funds generated by, say, a two pe
cent cess will not bring in money anywhere near the six p«
cent of GDP, the CPI-M’s target for education. The cess
a populist diversionary tactic. Third, even a cursory look :
government-funded primary education will show that
available expenditure is better utilised, enormou
improvements are possible. The CMP is silent o1
improving delivery systems, perhaps because education is ¢
state subject and you cannot criticise state bureaucracies
without Laloo Yadav threatening to drive a railway engine
through the alliance.

The net effect of the education cess will therefore be
that those better off pay a little more tax, the poor pay

-more for essential commodities and primary education
remain in the same pathetic state. Another positive is
supposed to be the spending commitment on rural sector,
including providing guaranteed employment. This is
another trick. Most departmental expenditure is cut-proof
in coalition politics. Special packages for ally-run states
are promised.

Disinvestment, which raised Rs 13,000 crores last
financial year, is already anti-people. But Dr Manmohan
Singh says he’s committed to fiscal rectitude. So, where is
the money coming from? The CMP has no answers
because there is no answer. There’s an apprehension,
though and stock markets have got it spot on, this time —
lack of resources may mean that government may use
profit-making PSUs’ surpluses. Abuses of this nature over
time can turn these PSUs to losses and thereby solve the
Congress’s disinvestment dilemma! As for negatives,
blocking disinvestment and labour reform were expected
but it is painful to read in any document on governance;
labour reform haven’t been formally killed but kept in
abeyance till talks with trade unions, which is the same
thing.

The big setbacks are the promise to review the
Electricity Act of 2003 and “dialogue” on reservation of
jobs in the private sector. The Act requires major reforms
of state electricity boards (SEBs) and that cannot be done
without implications for power employee unions, The Left
forced the Congress on this and the latter should have
been firm. In giving way, the chief ruling party sets a
terrible precedent, sure to be exploited before too long. As
to private sector reservations, one would have to hope and
pray that it remains an empty promise. There is plenty
elsewhere to be worried about./
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“CPI(M) gives

SN

A
\"%4

six suggestions

® Include land reforms @ Don't privatise profitable PSUs

4
By Our Special Cori’e\s?)ozm t! |6n certain issues.”

For instance, he said, the

CPI(M) could not accept any

roposal for the formation of

ew States by breaking up ex-
isting States formed on the
linguistic principle. This, in
effect, was against the prime
demand made by the Telen-
gana Rashtra Samiti for a
separate Telengana.

“The CMP would give the
broad direction to the UPA.
We have made our contribu-
tion to the CMP and since we
are not part of the UPA, we
would suggest a mechanism
for implementation of the
programme,” Mr. Karat said.

The CPI(M) has made six
suggestions from “broad per-
spectives” such as reversing
the communalisation proc-
ess, economic policies that
make a break with some of
the most harmful policies of
the Vajpayee Government in
several areas, basic needs
and social issues, Centre-
State relations, foreign policy
and democratic rights.

For instance, in the sphere
of economic policies, the CPI1
(M) suggested that land re-
forms be included and that
there be a clear commitment
not to privatise profitable
public sector undertakings. It
also deleted the reference to
public-private partnership.

The CPI(M) also suggested
the adoption of a universal
public distribution system

NEW DELHI, MAY 26. The Com-
munist Party of India (Marx-
ist) on Tuesday forwarded
suggestions on six broad per-
spectives for inclusion in the
Common Minimum Pro-
gramme of the United Pro-
gressive  Alliance (UPA).
These suggestions, adopted
by the CPI(M) Polit Bureau at
its meeting in Kolkata, were
on issues such as communal-
isation, economic and social
issues and foreign policy.
Ahead of the meeting of
the UPA, the four Left parties
met here and felt that there
should be a formal mecha-
nism for coordination be-
tween the UPA and the Left
parties, since the latter was
not part of the formation. By
endorsing an “acceptable”
CMP, the Left parties would
ensure that while its views
found reflection in the docu-
ment, the parties would not
be bound to accept every-
thing, since there could be
several areas on which there
would be no agreement.
Expressing the views of the
CPI(M), the Polit Bureau
member, Prakash Karat, told
correspondents here that
they knew that there were
several parties in the coali-
tion and that they had to
work together. “We will re-
serve some differences for
later but that does not stop us
from showing our opposition

neEU 2>

instead of the present target-
ed system, and that till the
employment guarantee act is
put into place there should
be a food-for-work
programme.

The party disagreed with
the recommendation in the
draft CMP of setting up a sec-
ond commission to go into
Centre-State relations and
instead suggested that States
be given debt-relief, includ-
ing debt-swapping and write-
off, lowering interest rates on
loans to States and increas-
ing the share of Central taxes
of the States to 33 per cent as
an immediate step.

The party also had reserva-

tions about the foreign policy

and the stand on the WTO.
The emphasis on WTO, it
said, should be on renego-
tiating the terms to correct
the imbalances to ensure that
national interests of Indian
agriculture were protected.

On foreign policy, the CPI
(M) suggested a break with
the BJP-Government’s policy
to make it an independent
foreign policy detached from
the strategic plans of the
United States promoting
multi-polarity. It also assert-
ed that in the sphere of dem-
ocratic rights, steps should
be taken to reverse policies
which curbed or infringed on
the rights of the citizens and
the right of working people to
protest.
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CPM learns to speak
yes, Somnath in chair

OURBUREAU

Calcutta, May 25: “Yes, mad-
am,” he said and slipped into
the bedroom adjoining the
sitting room. Sitaram Yech-
ury had gone into the sitting
room on the second floor of
the CPM office here on Alim-
uddin Street. It was 6.30 pm
when Sonia Gandhi called
Yechury on his mobile to
know what the CPM had de-
cided on her proposal to
make Somnath Chatterjee
the Speaker.

“Itold her we've said yes and
she said thank you very much,”
Yechury said as he came out of
the bedroom.

He recalled that Sonia had
first mooted the idea to him on
the phone on the night of May 19.
Pranab Mukherjee discussed it
the next day with CPM general
secretary H.S. Surjeet. “Sonia
wanted Somnathda because of
his long parliamentary experi-
ence and to ensure the govern-
ment’s stability,” he said.

The question now is: Is this
first ‘yes’ from a party known as

IRD TIME LUCKY

ano-sayer an indication that at a
later stage it could agree to join
the government, a proposal it re-
jected last week?

Yechury would not say how
many of the politburo members
had backed Chatterjee as the
Speaker and how many had
opposed. “The discussions are
the party’s internal matter, but
the decision is public,” he said.
All he would say was that the
decision was taken after “about
an hour’s discussion — very
guickly, you'd say, by the st-
andards of our party debates”.

Party sources said those who

Jyoti Basu as PM
in 1996
NO

Taking partin
government in 2004
NO

Somnath Chatterjee
as Speaker
YES

opposed the idea contended that
accepting the Speaker’s job
would bind the party to defend-
ing the government in the Ho-
use. Such a scenario would make
the party’s stand of supporting
the government from outside in-
defensible in public perception,
breaking the thin line of dis-
tance from the Congress.
Backers of the proposalhad a
better day today than they had
when the central committee
spoke against joining the gov-
ernment. They argued that a dis-
tinction should be made between
“joining the legislative wing of

the ruling alliance (by accepting
Sonia’s offer) and joining the ex-
ecutive wing”, as Yechury put it.
Besides, the supporting mem-
bers also thought that the Speak-
er’s post could give the party an
opportunity to influence impor-
tant legislation.

Sonia’s plea for “stability” al-
so strengthened the case. The so-
urces said the stability argu-
ment was stronger in the debate
over accepting the Speaker’s job
than in the one on joining the
government. “Certain forces
could have actually been more
active in destabilising the gov-
ernment if the Left had joined
it,” another party leader said.

But the politburo seemed to
have agreed that today’s decision
was momentous as it puts the
CPM for the first time in a Lok
Sabha position that is usually
occupied by the government’s
nominee.

For those like Jyoti Basu and
Surjeet, who had supported the
idea of joining the government,
today’s ‘ves’ could open up future
options on debating the big ‘no’.
M The inside story, Page 8

Two rehearsals for his
prime-time speech were not
enough to keep President
George W, Bush from mangling
the name of the Abu Ghraib
prison, which English
speakers usually pronounce
as “Abu-grabe”. Bush, known
for verbal and grammatical
lapses, stumbled alt
the three times (see graphic)
he used the word

B My



” SURJEET PLAYS SAFE ON TAINTED MINISTERS

omnath gets

KOLKATA, May 25. — The path from
the Opposition benches to the Lok Sabha
Speaker’s chair was cleared for Mr
Somnath Chatterjee today. Hardliners in
the CPI-M failed to scupper the move
during a day-long meeting of the party’s
Politburo here.

When the party general secretary, Mr
Harkishen Singh Surjeet, started to brief
the media this evening, it became appar-
ent that the CPI-M would not push the
Leftist agenda in the common minimum
programme (CMP) so hard as to create a
crisis for the new government.

“Mr Chatterjee is an experienced par-
liamentarian. The whole country will wel-
come this step,” said Mr Surjeet. Mr
Basudeb Acharya will lead the Left MPs
in the Lok Sabha.

On the question of defeated MPs and
politicians facing criminal charges beco-
ming ministers, Mr Surjeet said: “We
have our reservations and we have exp-
ressed our views to the Congress. We are
against criminalisation of politics. But we
are not part of the UPA. It is their

esponsibility.”

ill the Left parties sign the CMP if
their demands are not included? In that
case, will they withdraw support?

“The Left parties will meet in Delhi
tomorrow to decide the final points that
need to be included in the CMP. Then we

party’s nod

g
'Proledor of rlghis'

KOLKATA, May 25. —
| Mr Somnath Chatteriee
is looking forward to

| being the Speaker. He
told The Statesman
that his absence would
not create any vacuum
{ in the CPI-M Parlia-
mentary Party. He
sought cooperation
from all sections of the

House for the “correct
discharge of his duty” “My long stint in the
Opposition benches have led to this rea-
lisation,” he said. The Speaker is the protector
of the rights and priviieges of the MPs and
cannot act as a headmaster reprimanding his
pupils. He must show compassion to the
issues raised by the Opposition. — SNS

will express our views to the Congress. I
don’t think an alternative CMP from the
Left is required. There can be differences
of opinion but I feel most of our demand%
will be included,” Mr Surjeet said.

Asked how the Left parties would put
pressure on the Congress-led government
to meet their demands or whether the
Left parties would withdraw support if
the demands were not met, Mr Surjeet
said: “The question of w1thdrawmg sup-
port does not arise. There are various
ways of putting pressure on the govern-
ment... through talks for example.”
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“Djlemma in Bengal
Q\";Q\ Doubts about bonhomik Mpelhi 4

Given the Left’s new friendship with the Congress, a
bigger question arises: how the partners in Delhi will
adjust their political ambitions in West Bengal. The CPI-M
regards Congress as less of an enemy than the BJP and had
asked voters to choose their candidates in states where it
" was itself weak. The question now is whether the Left can
- consider itself all that weak with a tally of more than 60
seats in Parliament. A trickier question is whether CPI-M
can continue its soft line towards Congress in West Bengal
should it emerge as the main opposition in the state after
Trinamul has been routed. Hardline Marxists are known to
put the party above everything else. It is difficult to see the
CPI-M sitting back quietly while the Congress strengthens
itself in Bengal. Its tally has increased from three to six —
all confined to North Bengal and perhaps a couple of these
obtained through the CPI-M’s generosity. It would not be
unreasonable to assume that, given the new support it
expects from Delhi, it will do its utmost to spread its wings.
The Congress is already regarding itself as an alternative
to the Left Front and a platform for the anti-Left vote. For
the last six years Mamata has taken pride in her anti-CPI-
M credentials but has fallen short in putting together an
organisation to achieve her objectives. It may be too early
to write her off completely, but if the Congress is more
successful in organisation and performance, it would
produce problems for the Left in Bengal. There is the
example set by Adhir Chowdhury, the Congress MP from
Berhampore, who single-handedly challenged the might
of CPI-M cadres and the administrative machinery that
Marxists used to put him on a leash. He makes no secret of
the fact that there are very few, if any, gentlemen in
politics and that strongarm tactics need not be the
prerogative of the CPI-M. This has dangerous possibilities,
especially if the CPI-M decides to protect its turf under all
circumstances. Thus the developments in Delhi present a
new dilemma for the Congress in West Bengal. Whether it
can be resolved at all is the question.

THE STATESMAN



Left Parties To Meet Tomorrow,

Polit bureau
to decide on

ERAN

(?urrPolritical Bureau
©ONEWDELHI 23 MAY T

HE CPM on Sunday de-

I ferred a decision on the

Congress” offer of making
Somnath Chatterjee the Speaker
of the Lok Sabha. An informal
meeting of the polit burcau, wh-
ichdiscussed the issue, on Sunday
dedided to refer it to a full meeting
of the polit bureau, scheduled for
May 25 atKolkata. Sourcesin the
party said the meeting at the CPM
headquarters was divided on ac-
cepting the offer.

The section of the polit bureau
that rejected the offer of joining
the government, was of the view
that even this offer should not be
accepted by the party. However,
party general secretary Hark-
ishen Singh Surjeet said the dif-
ferences “are not serious.”

The Congress is keen on hav-
ing Mr Chatterjee in the chair as
it will act as a buffer against un-
reasonable demands from the
Left while conducting legislative
business. The Left has made it
clear that it will act as the watch-
dog of the government and key
legislations will have to have its
support. Itis precisely these con-
siderations that prompted a sec-
tion of the party to oppose an ac-
ceptance of the Congress offer.
They fear that Mr Chatterjee’s
presence in the Speaker’s office
will reduce the party’s cthow
roomin Parliament.

On theissue of Common Min-
imum Programme (CMP), there
was a broad agreement on the
draftdocument, but the Left may
try to push in some more ofits pet
issues like a public debt liquida-
tion package to bail out states,
turnaround  packages, doing
away with “anti-labour” laws,
universal food subsidy and de-
tails on disinvestment policy in
nedium and small PSUs and
10n-profit making PSUs. Mr Sur-
et described the draft as one in
he “right direction” and was

Speaker issue
o

THeo-Rep-icat: CPM general secreta

ry Harkishen Singh Surjeet (left) with
Sitaram Yechury in New Delhi on Sunday. - AFP

hopetul that the Congress would
not be averse to the inclusion of
his party’s suggestions.

But for Dr Manmohan Singh,
an acceptance of the Left's de-
mand to write off state govern-
ments” debt will be difficult
proposition as it would have a
major impact on the Centre’s fi-
nances. Although there is no ar-
guing the idea that it will em-
power the state governments,
the financial situation does not
permit such a drastic step.

The Left’s demand on disin-
vestment in effect means dele-
tion of privatisation from the pol-
icy lexicon. This, 100, will not be
casy as it would send a wrong
message to investors. Already,
thereis considerable unease over
the Left’s statements.

Left to press
- govt for rural
development

Kol kata
TU23MAY

SENIOR CPI(M) leader and
West Bengal chief minister Bu-
ddhadev Bhattacharjee on Su-
nday said the Left parties will
keep up pressure on the Centre
in improving the condition of
the agriculture sector and the
| rural poor.

“In Delhi, the Congress can-
not ignore the Left parties. It
can now implement a policy
| only if we agree 1o it. In the
| past, the farmers and the rural
| poor were adversely affected by
| the Central policies. We want
1‘ this government to pay atten-

tion to the villages. If it does so,
J it will get our support,” he said
at a left front victory rally in
‘ Kolkata. He describing the
[ Congress as “still a party of cap-
{ italistsand zamindars.” — PTI

—_— ]
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MARXISTS PLAYING SAFE

Refusina Wsnite powerWﬁ'ﬁ Congress

HE CPI-M central committee’s decision not to join

the Congress-led “secular” government underscores
the fact that its mind set is unchanged since the
“historic blunder” of 1996 when Jyoti Basu could have
been prime minister. The party spurned the offer be-
cause they held it was a hotchpotch coalition domina-
ted by “bourgeois” parties. Basu, they felt, would not
be able to formulate and implement policies and
programmes. Eight years later history repeats itself
when the party decides that sharing power in a set up
headed by the Congress was not acceptable. The ques-
tion arises, did they not know this before the elections?
After all 1t has always characierised Congress as
“anti-pecpie teeming with kulaks. monev bags, pimps
and ganesioes H asmisty fing the elass character of
the prro o serens ¢ oW, i S0 dor seni
adjustments with 1y in states woere Congress s still
alive and kicking. They even used Scnia Gandhi’s
portraits and messages in their party posters and
banners to bag Congress votes. They chose to play
second fiddie in their bid to regain lost ground in
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu; the tactics of
winning seats has paid off. Didn't they, including Jyoti
Basu, appeal to Left voters to vote for Congress where
the Left had no winning chances? Didn’t they project
“communal” BJP as the “enemy” which could be
defeated only with the help of “secular” Congress?
Having identified themselves so closely with Congress,
the current effort to distance themselves amounts to
reversing the party line.

The post-poll realisation that joining hands with
Congress would mean “betraying the voters’ trust” was
not uttered before elections. Or, for that matter, there
is Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee’s latest statement that
“relations between the CPI-M and Congress are like oil
and water and both can never mix.” Does Pranab
Mukherjee whom they helped, and their party mix?
There was the Congress poll pledge not to sell profit
making PSUs and to put under the scanner those
already disinvested by the NDA. Of course differences
in approach between two parties on economic issues
are natural but none in the Congress expected that an
irresponsible statement like “Bhand me jaye disinvest-
ment ministry” would be made immediately after the
poll results, which led to sending markets crashing and
giving rise to cynicism all around.

What is also strange is their adopting contradictory
postures on Manmohan Singh. While on 13 May
Buddhadeb and other party comrades had called him
“the torch bearer and lackey of World Bank and IMF”
five days later they were scrambling to “welcome him
as the next prime minister”. Not long ago they referred
to him s the "inlamouns father of the reform process”.
Also no less iniriguing is their indecisicn to be part of
the coalition’s coordination committee despite knowing
that Sonia Gandhi was its chairperson. Insulating
themselves from Congress and its coalition is now their
overriding political goal as they don’t want any part of
the blame for the wrongs the new government may
commit or which may be apportioned to them. One
reason for this could be their wariness of the fallout at

grassroots in their bastions — West Bengal and Kerala

— where the impact of being segn in Congress company
would be highly adverse specially when assembly
elections in both states are due in 2006.

in the prevailing confusion, one issue is clear.
Congress is not a party they can trust — yet!

I
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" SLOWTO LEARN

ome learners are slower than others. When it
S comes to learning of responsibilities, the Com-
munist Party of India (Marxist) has been slower
than its compatriots. The reason for this is to be sought
in the party’s faith in the old politics of agitprop. Its
transition from that to a party which can run govern-
ments or institutions has not been easy. The party’s de-
cision to stay away from the Congress-led government
at the Centre had shown how it still remained a prison-
er of its old rhetoric. But even the most obfuscated of
minds cannot quite resist the winds of change. The
closed world of the CPI(M) seems to have opened a wee
bit. The proof comes in the party’s decision to allow its
veteran parliamentarian, Mr Somnath Chatterjee, to
be the ruling United Progressive Alliance’s candidate
for the election to the post of Lok Sabha speaker.
Mr Chatterjee is thus tipped to make history by becom-
ing the first communist to hold such a high office in
India. That Mr Chatterjee’s name was suggested by -
Congress president, Ms Sonia Gandhi, speaks of 1
changing political equations in the country. Obvious.
she rose above partisan considerations to make her
choice. The CPI(M), on the other hand, had been too en-
meshed in its partisan rhetoric to see the larger point
of hergesture. e’ YA, Q&W Ge\0
Better late than xylp;r\%though. It is erucial that the
Marxists now realize the importance of the new role
they have been called upon to play. Donning the speak-
er’s mantle is only a symbol of this larger role.
Mr Chatterjee’s long and varied experience as a parlia-
mentarian could make him eminently suitable for the
job, particularly at a time when the country is on the
threshold of an important change of regime. But the
real challenge for his party is to live up to the expecta-
tions about its role in the new dispensation. Even if it
supports the government of Mr Manmohan Singh
from outside, it has to bear the responsibilities of gov-
ernance in a manner it has never done before. The
transition for the party clearly has to be from the con-
ventional mores of politics to finding its place in the
society at large. To achieve that, the CPI(M) would
need more than the sophistry with which it sought to
justify its acceptance of Ms Gandhi’s offer of the
speaker’s post for Mr Chatterjee. The sooner the party
fully accepts that power — even if from outside the
government — has its responsibilities, the better it will
be for itself and the country. How soon the party
emerges into this new realization will largely deter-
mine whether it is fit for a larger, non-partisan role in a
pluralist society like India.
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Left

not to join

- government

|
-~ Lefl
\ (qsny Sandeep Dikshi19 £

| NEWIDELHI, MAY 17. A joint meet-
ing of the Left parties today de-
cided against being part of a
‘ Congress-led secular govern-
[ ment. While extending support

from outside, they resolved to
“ensure that any machinations
by the BJP and the communal
| forces to destabilise the govern-

ment would be foiled.” At the

same time, they said the Gov-
\ ernment would be on watch as
! the “policy direction of the new
| government is going to be de-
termined with the formulation
of a common minimum pro-
gramme (CMP).”

The Left parties said the ver-
dict was for the formation of a
secular government at the Cen-
| tre and this was one of their
i main aims in the election cam-

paign. “The Left parties have,
therefore, decided to extend
support to the Congress-led
coalition government, which is
t6 be formed under the leader-
ship of Sonia Gandhi,” said a
communiqué released to the
press after the meeting of the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist), the Communist Party
of India (CPI) and the All-India
Forward Bloc (AIFB).

The CPI was in favour of join-
ing the government and the CPI
(M) and the AIFB opposed the
move but they decided to take a
common stand. Leaders of the
Revolutionary Socialist Party at-
tended the meeting and in-

THE HINDU

for%g:t; that their central
committee would meet tomor-
row to take a final view. Asked
whether the CPI(M) view had
prevailed, the CPI general sec-
retary, A.B. Bardhan, said that
“no one party vetoed the posi-
tion of the other. Since the CPI
{M) and the ATFB decided not to
join the Government, we stood
by them.”

Asked whether the issue of
joining the government at a lat-
er date was still open, the CPI
(M) general secretary, Harkish-
an Singh Surjeet, said, “At the
moment it is not there. We have
never joined this type of govern-
ment because we are not sure
we will be able to fulfil the aspi-
rations of the people.” Mr. Sur-
jeet said the CMP would be the
first “test” for the new govern-
ment. The Left parties had sub-
mitted their election manifestos
to the senior Congress leader,
Manmohan Singh, who was
preparing a rough draft. It
would be finalised only after all
the allies approved of it.

The meeting deliberated over
the nature of cooperation to be
extended to the new govern-
ment, their extent of “associ-
ation” with it and whether a
committee should be set up to
constitute the CMP. “We are
committed to supporting the
Congress-led government and
ensuring that the BJP does not
come back,” said the CPI (M)
Politburo member, Prakash
Karat.
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CPM vs CPI, and CPM vs CPM

Pro- changers lose by 15 votes after passionate debate

v
Aloke Banerjee & HTC X
Kolkata/New Delhi, May 17

IT WASN’T a collective decision
as officially claimed. Pro-chang-
ers in the CPI(M), who favoured
joining a Congress-led govern-
ment at the Centre, lost out to the
no-changers by 15 votes when the
central committee met today to
decide whether the party should
share power at the Centre.

But if the CPI(M) was divided,
it was a division within a divi-
sion. The Left itself was divided,
with the CPI keen to join the gov-
ernment. The party chose to fol-
low the CPI-M and stay out only
because it did not want to jeop-
ardise Left unity.

Earlier, when the CPI(M) cen-
tral committee met and put the is-
sue to vote, the pro-changers led
by H.S. Surjeet, Jyoti Basu and
Somnath Chatterjee polled only
31 votes. The Prakash Karat-Bi-
man Bose-Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee lobby’s tally was 46.

Top CPI(M) sources said if the
no-changers’ numerical strength
was one factor that settled the is-
sue, the other factor was surely
Congress leader Manmohan
Singh’s statement vyesterday
that the new government was
committed to liberalisation. The
hardliners also mentioned
Singh’s loaded silence on the
Left’s demand that the govern-
ment must roll back the import
liberalisation policy. The no-
changers argued that it would be
impossible for the Left to wean
the Congress away from the
NDA government’s pro-rich eco-

A\

AFP

CPM'’s Surjeet addresses the media flanked by CPl's A.B. Bardhan and FB’s Debabrata Biswas on Monday.

nomic policies.

The pro-changers led by Som-
nath Chatterjee argued that by
joining the Cabinet, the CPI(M)
would gain in strength and
would be able to mount pressure
on the Congress to alter its poli-
cies. Supported by Md Selim and
some members from Andhra
Pradesh, Chatterjee said that if
the CPI(M) gave the government
only outside support, this would
be seen as betrayal by those who
had voted Left.

But the hardliners harped on
Manmohan Singh’s statements

and stressed that the Congress,
being representatives of the
bourgeoisie and landed gentry,
would never implement pro-poor
policies and would have to wilt
under pressure from the corpo-
rate lobby and foreign interests.
This would compromise the
Left’s credibility and long-term
interests. Also, if the CPI(M)
ever felt forced to leave the Cabi-
net, it would be blamed for jeop-
ardising the country’s stability.
Moreover, the Left’s immedi-
ate interests in Bengal, Kerala

and Tripura would be affected if

the party shared power at the
Centre, they argued.

After the meeting Surjeet,
Karat, Yechury, Bose and Chat-
terjee met the top leaders of the
CPI, RSP and the Forward Bloc to
communicate the central com-
mittee’s decision, All three junior
partners said they would abide
by the CPI(M)’s decision for the
sake of Left unity. The CPI(M)’s
decision has also influenced the
SP-RLD combine’s stand. The two
parties said they had “no desire
or lust” for power and would stay
out of the government.
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Building An Enterprise-Oriented West Bengal Is Top Priority

Left support for Cong will be

a crucial factor, feels Salim

Team ET
KOLKATA 16 MAY

“J Y VEN as the central leadership of
b—~{ the Left Front deliberates in New
A—_iDelhi on the policy nitty-gritty
vis-a-visits role in the prospective Con-
gress-led coalition government at the
centre and while the stock market
trembles at the prospect of reforms tak-
ing a backseat due to Leftist influence,
CPI(M) party circles in Kolkata wonder
what the hullabaloo is all about.

CPI{M)'s GenX leaders especially, ap-
pear unmoved at the hurtling fall of the
sensex, although they do concede that
India Inc is apprehensive of the Left's
role in the new government and about
the extent of its influence in swinging
citical decisions.

Ask Md Salim, CPI{M)’s man of the
hour in the critical Kolkata northeast
constituency. At46, Mr Salim, a central
committee member, is among the
youngest upcoming stars of the party,
who has, in the recendly concluded
polls, helped the CPI(M) wrest the seat
from arch rival and Trinamool Con-
gress stalwart Ajit Panja. Mr Salim sits
insulated from the searing 41 degrees
mercury in an extra~chilled room at the
West Bengal Minority Services Com-
mission talking to ET.

“We have all seen how the sensex
has reacted over the last few days” said
Mr Salim. “But the rapid slide in the
sensex and the erosion of market cap
has not only been due to fears about
the extent of the possible Left influence
in decision making of the new govern-
ment. The slide had started even earlier
when itbecame apparent that the NDA
government will not be able to come to
power” he said.

One of the few in CPI(M) who appear
to know some of the rudiments of stock
market functioning, Mr Salim attributed
the latest crash of the sensex more to the
speculative nature of the market. “We all
know how speculative the stock mar-
kets can be at times and how they can
react severely to the slightest apprehen-
sions” he remarked. “It’s knee-jerk reac-
tonatits best” he said.

Seen widely as a protégé of chief
minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee,
Mr Salim seemed more taken in by the
apprehensions of India Inc. “Yes, Cor-
porate India also appears to be worried

The Economic Times

Tnnss Company: Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee (right), Somnath Chatterjee (ce

ntre) and

Mohammad Salim during the party's central committee meeting. — PTI

and we have noted that. Their fears may
actually be related to their apprehen-
sions about the onward march of the re-
forms process in a Left-supported gov-
ernment scenario. But I personally feel,
this isa minor hiccup and it will pass off.
Let them watch us perform over the
next two to three years” he said.

Mr Salim felt that the biggest plus
point of the forthcoming Congress-led
government will beits stability factor. “As
Ipersonally see it, the Left dependence is
perhaps going to be the Congress-led
government's biggest plus point, because
the Left represents firmness and stability.
The Lefthas never ditched anybody in its
history once it has decided to be ah ally.
In this case too, Ibelieve that wilt be so, if
that is the overall policy framework is
conducive enough”.

As party stalwarts parley with the
Congress and other smaller parties in
the runup to the new government,
young turks like Mr Salim seem to have
also joined the campaign to dispel, what
they callare “misplaced fears” about the
CPL{M) vis-a-vis economic reforms.

“Itisnot that the Left is anti-reforms.
In West Bengal, we have been doing re-
forms our way, in our style. What we
do not opt for is mindless, rudderless,
ruthless reforms. We favour reforms
that have a human face. That is about

all that we say vis-a-vis reforms” ex-
plained Mr Salim.

“Reforms has long ceased to be an is-
sue in the state. The issue for quite
sometime now is how rapidly we can
steer reforms to build an enterprise-on-
ented West Bengal for the upwardly
mobile and forward-looking, without
neglecting the vast majority of the pop-
ulation” Mr Salim said.

“The people have voted foranon-BJP
government. A pure Congress govern-
ment has also nat been voted for. We
havelongsaid that India has steppedinto
an age of coalition politics, which others
have begun torealise only lately. Assuch,
we see ourselves in a steering role in the
new government.” he said. Wasn't this
perhaps the best ever chance of joining
the Centre? Mr Salim, typical of the
party’sinternal disdpline, refuses to an-
swer. “That is an issue for the central
committee to decide” he said.

However, it is by now quite clear
that the Left support to the new gov-
emment will only be from outside, de-
spite the fact that quite a few of the
stalwarts do want to join the govern-
ment directly. Maybe, the Left does not
want to fall into the “anti-incumbency
trap” that many feel is inevitable even
with the new government as the
months roll by.
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Yechury joins Surjeet,
Basu in power drive

9
kS

DESPITE MEETING twice during the
day, the CPI(M) politburo remains
deeply divided on sharing power at the
Centre. But the pro-changers led by
Harkishan Singh Surjeet and Jyoti Basu
achieved a significant breakthrough,
winning over Sitaram Yechury, who had
opposed sharing power with the Con-
gress in 1996.

With Prakash Karat, Anil Biswas and
Biman Bose still in favour of lending
only outside support to a Congress-led
government, both sides decided to take
the debate to the central committee
where the issue will be discussed to-
morrow and the day after.

Top party sources in Delhi said that
until recently, the Surjeet-Basu line that
the party should not repeat its ‘historic
blunder’ of 1996 had few takers in the
central committee. But the pro-partici-
pation line has received a shot in the
arm with all other Left Front partners
deciding to abide by the CPI(M) central
committee’s decision on the issue.

The pro-changers derived further
strength from two other developments:
the Samajwadi Party’s statement that
despite having 40 MPs in the Lok Sabha,
it would not join the government unless
the Left too does the same, and Sonia

Aloke Banerjee
Kolkata, May 15

CPM dilutes stand, saying partial
divestment ‘could be discussed’ but
the party won’t brook privatisation of
profit-making units. Sitaram Yechury
tells reporters: ‘We are against
nationalisation of losses and
privatisation of profits’. Asked if CPM
is open to partial disinvestment, he
repeats: ‘We are open to it.’ Yechury
had on Friday demanded scrapping of
the disinvestment ministry, leading to
a crash in the stock markets

Allies closer on divestment

Gandhi’s formal invitation to the
CPI(M) to share power during a half-
hour one-on-one with Basu.

Surjeet, Basu and Yechury reasoned
with the hardliners today that if the
CPI(M) refuses to join the government,
the entire Left camp and the Samajwadi
Party would be left outside the decision-
making process. This would seriously
threaten the new government’s stability
and raise doubts about the coalition’s
secular character.

Surjeet mentioned that Sonia Gandhi
had shown great flexibility on the pro-
posed common minimum programme
(CMP) after which the Left had no rea-
son to fight shy of sharing the responsi-
bilities of governance at the Centre.

But Karat, Biswas, Bose and the Kerala
lobby in the politburo have stuck to their
position that joining a Congress-led gov-
ernment and sharing the responsibility
for unpopular decisions would defeat the
very purpose of forming a pro-people
coalition with the Congress. Power-shar-
ing would also affect the Left’s prospects
in Bengal and Kerala where the Congress
would be its main opponent, they said.

DMK not to join

The DMK, which has 16 MPs, will stay
out of the government “for now”. It said
it would first assess the new govern-
ment’s approach to various issues”.

CONGRESS will pursue the

reform policy but won’t privatise
cash-rich oil majors as they are
‘strategic companies’, says
Manmohan Singh. But he makes a
distinction between divestment and
privatisation, saying divestment up to
51 per cent of govt equity in oil com-
panies is a possibility. ‘We are not for
privatisation as an ideology,’ he says,
indicating divestment can be done if
it helps raise resources
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icRi.l 1AL SUPPORT: Senior CPi(M) leaders Jyoti Basu and
‘/\ Harkishan Singh Surjeet at a meeting
\ in New Delhi on Saturday. — AFP

Left to take uniform
stand on support

\((0 ’\ By K.V. Prasad \

NEW DELHI, MAY 15. Three Ldft
parties today began delibera-
tions on the formation of a sec-
ular government at the Centre,
specifically on the nature of
support to the Congress-led for-
mation. There was a near-con-
sensus that the entire Left
should take a uniform stand on
whether to join or extend out-
side support to the new
government.

The Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) politburo meeting
ended this evening after hearing
the views of the members on
the pros and cons of supporting
the government from outside.
Sitaram  Yechury, politburo
member, told correspondents
later that opinions of various
leaders were discussed and the
matter would now go before the
larger policy-making body, the

central = committee, which
would meet here on Sunday and
Monday.

Reiterating his party’s com-
mitment to the formation of an
alternative government at the
Centre, Mr. Yechury said he was
confident that it would be in
place early next week. Discus-
sions with all secular parties
who had come together to fight
communal forces were on and a
meeting of the leaders would be
held tomorrow for the forma-
tion of the new government.

Unwilling to make any cate-
gorical statement with regard to
participation in the new gov-
~rnment, Mr. Yechury said that

1e entire Left had decided to

TMETNRE ¢

“swim or sink” together after
the experience of 1996 when the
Communist Party of India had
joined the United Front Gov-
ernment.

“It is not the mandate for the
Left ... It is a mandate for the
formation of a secular combina-
tion,” he said when asked
whether it would be going
against the mandate of the peo-
ple if the Left decides not to join
the new government.

On the issue of disinvest-
ment, he said the party was
open to suggestions of partial
disinvestment, but was op-
posed to privatising the profit-
making public sector units. “We
are against nationalisation of
losses and privatisation of prof-
it,” he said adding that efforts
should be made to revive the
loss-making and potentially
loss-making units by bringing in
private investment through
joint ventures.

The CPI ‘national executive
meeting began simultaneously.
The party national secretary, D.
Raja, said the issue was still un-
der discussion and only at the
conclusion of the meeting
would a firm decision be arrived
at. While insisting that the man-
date of the latest general elec-
tion was for a secular
government, Mr. Raja also en-
dorsed the suggestion that the
entire Left should act as one.

Interestingly, the All India
Forward Bloc general secretary,
Debabrata Biswas, teo had
made a similar suggestion when
he met other Left party leaders
yesterday.
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NEW DELHI} MAY 14. The Communist Party of India
(Marxist) and the Communist Party of India
have called for restraint on the policy of
“reckless” sale of public sector undertakings
(PSUs) pursued by the previous Government.
Emerging from a meeting with CPI (M) leaders
in the morning, the CPI general secretary, A.B.
Bardhan, called for reversal of the “reckless”
disinvestment policies pursued by the National
Democratic Alliance Government.

Later ix the day, the CPI (M) general
secretary, Harkishan Singh Surjeet, said there
was no need for a separate Ministry for
disinvestment. Other Ministries led by the
Finance Ministry could decide on
disinvestment. “Where is the need for a special
Ministry for disinvestment when this task can
be performed by other Ministries,” he asked.
The Left parties were not totally opposed to
disinvestment. Some chronically loss-making
PSUs in West Bengal have been closed. But the
NDA Government’s act of setting up a
Disinvestment Ministry on the suggestions of
the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund and selling PSUs overnight,
simply to bridge the gap between Government
income and expenditure, was a “dangerous”
trend, Mr. Surjeet said.

By Sandeep Dikshit

“CPI(M), CPI for restraint
won disinvestment

The CPI (M) leader also made it clear that
the Left had consistently called for slowing
down the pace of selling off PSUs. However,
any action on this count by the new
Government would be taken after discussing
the issue with all the partners including the
Congress. The Left parties would want the new
Government to avoid the sale of profit-making
PSUs, he added. ]

Mr. Bardhan said all economic decisions
would be taken after unanimity was reached
among all the partners. “The new
Government’s policies will not be the policies
of the Congress or ours. It has to be a common
minimum programme and it has to be worked
out,” he said.

Meanwhile, following reports of a crash in
the stock market, the apex industry
associations said there was no reason for panic
as the new Government was yet to assume
office.

They said that the Congress would not make
a radical departure from the path of economic
reforms because the party was the initiator of
reforms. The senior Congress leader and
former Union Finance Minister, Manmohan
Singh, said the new Government would
announce policies to create a favourable
climate for industry and encourage savings and
investment.

THE HINDU

19

Mav 7




‘Biman Bose again!
c;{ &i}\/\ Second time unlucky? S

Biman Bose has done it again! Having roundly abused ot

servers appointed by the Election Commission of Indi

on Sunday, he corrects himself on Monday by pleading h

has not said a word against the Commission itself! He is e

ceeding his brief. Was he encouraged to behave like this be

cause he was let off recently when he attacked His Lordshij

Justice Amitava Lala, a sitting judge of the High Court? Th

abuse of Justice Lala was clear and undefended. Suffice it t

remind ourselves that in his brush with the High Court, h

was greeted by a remark of Lord Chief Justice Mathur, wh:

pleaded with him not to waste the Court’s time as their Lord
ships had decided to relieve themselves of the issue. Clearh
Biman Bose is encouraged to have a go at the Electior
Commission for party advantage. To say that he has not saic
anything against the Election Commission is nonsense. He
might as well have said on the earlier occasion that in
roundly abusing Justice Lala, he had said not a word about
the High Court! Both propositions are flawed and badly.

It is interesting that Chief Minister Buddhadeb Bhatta-
charjee rushes to Biman’s defence by suggesting at once that
he, the Chief Minister, had different responsibilities and did
not have anything to say against the Election Commission. It
is clear therefore, that at least his Chief Minister does not
think that he, Biman Bose, had not said anything against the
Commission. Quad Erat Demonstrandum! Divisions in the
party are shown up clearly and Buddhadeb has not been as
clever as he probably thought he had been. To rush in with a
comment like this does suggest however, that at least
Alimuddin Street did not think that the speech of the
Chairman of the Left Front could rest.

Where does this rest then? It points to a hugely nervous
CPI(M) showing its alarm at responses of the Election Com-
mission. It is surely a mistake for the Left Front to assume
that nothing has changed. As we pointed out recently, the
spectacle of Jyoti Basu having his Chief Electoral Officer
regularly nodding approval of outrageously dishonest things,
has encouraged the Left Front. What has been encouraged
should now be discouraged!
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/B. n at it )
“Biman at it again!
Threatening tﬁ(eq Zﬁ?& \Electi%%m,@i%ner

iman Bose’s warning to our Chief Election Commissioner
to “control” election observers in West Bengal is inten-
ded to browbeat those right in the middle of holding free and .
fair election. What he said is not new and very much in tune
with Marxist jingoism. Recently he warned a sitting judge of
. Calcutta High Court, Mr Justice Amitabha Lala that he
should “flee from the state” (Lala i pala) for issuing a
directive he found “unpalatable”. Abusing the Commission
and threatening them with consequences are part of political
culture and strategy of the Marxists. The purpose is to keep
the Comumission on a tight leash. Jyoti Basu had publicly cal-
led TN Seshan a “mad dog”. The provocation for Biman
Bose’s warning is the pathbreaking measures announced by
the Commission — induction of polling officials from
outside the state, transfer of “highly controversial” IPS
officers and those in charge of thanas and, most recently,
banning the use of motorcycles during elections. Instead of
protesting too much, Biman should have welcomed the
measures in aid of a free and fair poll. Central observers
have done no wrong to organise flag marches of paramilitary
forces in. sensitive constituencies or by 'making inquiries
about terror tactics adopted by political parties.

Actually, Marxists have not generally cared for electoral
rules. At one time it was standing practice for Jyoti Basu to
have the chief electoral officer seated next to him when he
briefed newsmen on elections. And the Chief’s job was to
nod approval. In 1984 Jyoti Basu had the temerity to pull up

¢+  Bankura’s woman district magistrate for not allowing his
ministers to use office cars for electioneering. He ignored
rules and codes to attack her stand. Marxists want the Com-
mission to be cast in the mould of Ajay Sinha of the state
clection commission who last year created history by allow-
ing over 7000 CPI-M and other Left Front candidates get
elected to panchayats uncontested, Sinha called the pancha-
yat election free, fair and peaceful although 22,000 opposi-
tion candidates were physically prevented from filing their
nominations. But then Sirtha is an ideal Election Commis-
sioner and should he€ome the Chief’s role model. Bpt the
Chief is not gbliging. Biman Bose’s tirade and warnifig hide
signs of pervousness. And thereby hangs a tale.
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ﬁA COIIg-|Ed coali IOII IS What Wﬁfehopmg’ ;Ol'killg
for. Good thing is, Cong has learnt value of calitions’

nity, Knowing who I am—a Marx-

With exit polls predicting a hung House , CPM leader Jyoti Basu is back .
in the thick of things. He spoke to SHEKHAR GUPTA, Editor-in-Chief of
The Indian Express, on the ‘historic blunder’ that still rankles him and
why Cong, led by Sonia, may be ready to run a successful coalition govt.
Excerpts from the interview telecast on NDTV 24X7’s Walk the Talk:

0 My guest today is the last of the
long marchers in our politics, in fact,
perhaps the last of the great Com-
munists or comrades anywhere in
the world, But even at the age of 90,
his journey is far from over. In fact,
he perhaps thinks that his journey
has come to a very interesting turn-
ing point right nowin these elections.
Welcome to Walk The Talk, Mr Jyoti
Basu. Very nice of you to agree to
speak with us. I know you are very
busy campaigning in the elections.
Yes, unfortunately even at this
age and with my health...I have to. 1
never thought that this elections 1
would face because I thought it
would happen five or six months
later:..And two rounds of elections
have been there. And from the re-
ports which I gather from newspa-
pers and from my friends, I feel that
BiPwill godown. Their numberswill
godown. Congresswill come up.
But nobody can get a majority it
seems. Because they are dependent,
now the coalition partners are there
with the Congress, with the BJP, It
seems eight or nine parties have de-
serted the BJE. Who they are, I do
not know. How many MPs they
have, Ido notknow. But in any case,
looks like to me a hung parliament
may come off. And then; parties
have to sit together, non-communal
parties on the one side, communal
parties on the other side andthen de-
cide on the minimum programme,
on which we lay a lot of stress, it has
tobe there. (It) cannot be any party’s
programme but minimum common
programme as we have in West Ben-
gal, and then we have to choose the
prime minister also.
So that is what we are telling the
people during election meetings that

eight or nine have left them. I do not
know all of them. So they have also to

- think if they are non-communal, if

they are secular. But BJP very soon
found out after spending crores of
government moneyon ads...

BIndia Shining...

Feel good, India Shining and all
the restof it, that didn’t work. So they
brought into the forefront the RSS,
VHE, Bajrang Dal and all their pro-
grammes. Other, Hindutva or what
they call Hindutva.

§ Hindutva, I think, and also Sonia
Gandhi’s foreign origin, which is

ONTHE

- JYOTI BASU

CPM veteran, former

West Bengal CM
L ]

| now emerging...

That also I will come (to)...but
that I don’t think is having much ef-
fect. I don’t know in the northern
part of India but here, it doesn’t have
any effect. But there are some peo-
ple even in the Congress who talk
about this foreign origin.

NWho feel uneasy?

But we can’t stop her. Because if
she wants to become the prime min-
ister, (she is) the largest party leader.
Because under the Constitution, she
is an Indian citizen. She has all the
rightswhich Indian citizens have.

She hasbeenworking very hard, it
seems. Her only problem was Hindi.
So I asked her. She said no, my chil-
dren of course speak Hindivery wel,
but I have also picked up.

% When did you ask her about her
Hindi?
Iaskedher...

i No, when six?

That was about three, three or
four months back. When I'wasill, I
went to hospital for four-and-a-half

4 Fren omme e (Ve % o)
Samdwention iy et GemT: ¢

tee meeting. I came back home, then
she came andsawme.

1'And, you questioned her on her
Hindi?

Then, I said, of course we spoke
in English, but (laughs) I said that
{her picking up Hindi) is very good
because thatiswhatyou need, partic-
ularly in northern India where you
are standing for the elections.

IWhat other advice did you give hex?
That’sfascinating... - '

No, we told her from the party
that you must talk about a coali-
tion. In India today, unfortunately
after 56 years of Independence, we
don’t have the two-party system.
Two-party system will not work. So
one has to have allies and you must
seek allies even before the election.
We shall support you, your candi-
dates wherever we are not there.
Kerala, Ttipura...

¥What other personal advice did you
give her besides saying learn Hindi
and talk about coalitions?

We told her that you must mix
with the people that you know very

wianll Vs io hacem tm mmaatinen dorinae

Eight-nint

partners

4

ist,a Communist, in the party her;,

Ao

have left BJP. 1 don’t know which but
it looks like a Hing parliament may come off. Parties have to sit together, and
then decide orfthe minimum programme. It has to be there, it cannot be any

party’s progranme...Cong has to agree to a common minimum programme

300 e €0 0 D o e N O e N > s 2 f“““"'
But thatwent down. jndonesia went
down. And there’s a jook written by
the chief economicpdvisor to the
WorldBank... '

N (Joseph) Stiglitz?
Stiglitz. I read that, it’s wonder-
ful...from his experience...

W Globalisation and its Disconteniis...
Yes. He says it'snotworking, par-

ticularly...

0 But sir, even he’s not anti-reform,

anti_cdahalicnticn ar antivafaven

writes, Stiglitz, that even in America,
the poorer sections, the numbers of
poor people have grown.

1 But six, when your government
here or your successor’s invites

Cs, or gets Japanese investment,
Mitsubishi...or gets the DFID money
to close down loss-making compa-
nies, is that a good thing or a bad

No, no, Mitsubishi was already
there. During my time, they came.

When Elaldia Patenchamiral lrame -

have earlier also helped us in educa-
tion. ,

R Soyouapprove of that?
1 have no objection. No condi-
tionality should be there. And they

" come every year to see what is hap-

pening, on the ground.

1 Soyou don’t mind investment...
If there are mutual interests, I
don’t mind.

B ardaremlation?

for so many years I've been poli-
tics, they invited me because they
had noother prime minister Iview.
So we thought that even.li we l:}st
for one year in that coa}ht‘mn with
myself as the prime minister and

LB e
our party joining it, then peop!
oulIc)i understand backward sec-
tions of the people. Inmany places,
\l;ey don’t even know us. What we

e all about.

lsir,whydoyousaytheopl’o{“mi. ty
is lost? It could happen again this
ion?

. that time, I said 1
doxl’; g‘{a%;? %’bﬂity. Even waay,
you see, if in the coalition the Con-
gress wins, for instance, the largest
non-communal party, they have to
agree to a minimum programme.
Otherwise... ‘

1 And then, for a coalition to last, it
will have to have the Congress in it
andinfront...

That'stight. And theyhave noex-
perience of running a coalition and
that is our difficulty. But I am sure
that they will learn. People will teach
them.

B Sir tell me, onelast word. the other
senior politician in our system be-
sides you is Mr Atal Behari Vaj-
payee. You've known him for along
time. Sit, whatis your view on him?
1 know all of them. Advani,
know. V P Singh sent me to him be-
fore the break-up of the government
saying) please prevent him from this
rath yatra, I went to his house, I'sat
there, argued with him. He would
not agree. And again, he’s started
this rath yatra. And thousands were
killed at that time.

§ But yow've said uncomplimentary
| things about him. I think you've
called the BJP barbarians and you
said you will never speak with Mr
| Advaniagain. .




SLbq RIEILS LA | Blebip RS Bedlakie BllElL kb 0]109) kIk Bl 0Bk [pig a.frle

190% Blble deledists

o BOIA) ¢ ke

?le

1oQ0Lele LIAL bkl bl ‘e Bk
J o

SloRlib 55 12 220D 1 100e] SEIlE Blibie]lk)
BAnGMi) |its 173 Lelte L2kD3] Bieeliafe L00Bls Lits]lic)
B2~ “hlle [@@Blliklk Ul @) duledSislen
BLIE DE50d pldlsb | lie bielie BielbiE )5kl

QUSbU) * Lfite]lie) 1)

4b22 I BRILGS|A ‘A Flabk

RGO 20, ¢ AR b5 | B2 i bla Sk 0B
PR ) |leu] QiR RORIAY “Blleb Sltlle
BT L Bl pell R 3lsell BRISIE|
Tadin L bl RO bk lm0% (flkele
Hen% Lblle: Dol |20 |eqllolie 1]

einuiz
(o
5

PUR D Bl (Bl B20llbals Fle-Rn Dlolk)

S el Bl SleY kil 35 ) Sinllie
: e Cdlliln BlESZE e 16 Loa
PR AR LAR Y Ll [Blebhk SbAlle Budimle

o) o Blaktes bWkl
A A L ES
-~ Nyl ...”Tm HRug ivie

e g 125 R, bkl
M FLEY Liein 2930 0l @) bl Mlpb Ribleln
Di Gk 2D 12 Felb Bale 189 Blokisd
Bl | ZU0le) ehelle alf 12015 B Jo) ) b BlAvedlis)
582 [2lip 1 Shlielo bidlcib] 1) Llb] Blgals

1 EL palein, ¢ bREIS BRb e Q19D o] £

bl-bolbod Bl |2 (5l Qf-ledy| il OGRS
&% 0lol S| 1001 Blellbuiln kb B6: | o]l
Ll Bl 121 bk MU B @b bs
155 by B-aule Sid), ‘blob | Rk o

PR

BUSIS k) Sl BE- A8-lod| BENGBL jo| &)
gobl ¢+ b2a Bkb S08) JbLIYE bl e
blote 20dul8) LIRRUBILIR Bl Qb 26 | &It W)
Rlalkdle kit Lkt Bhi] SREDRE  dudblls
llslvlle Blol 20 bl llluBelk —B2 o
B LIblballie) [uBl Bo RSl slOb bibab
E5 I Bdeade Ballieln 1502 e lolliAle Gk,
b L 195 okl (hlle DOk Bld Kkdk
Blds BQUSD Llie Il byl kbl | ilsa] 0&lla

1120 GDlob fp2le] BBle] bojgy
lelie6) “fR2le} bleh) B Blebliolia Slovee
EVEITIRIS SR TIPS G ARES FOm]

4l Budllie LG Bijslolls Baddkh o
le} 89 b}

2% Bl 4921 & 2lollslle 0B ele) 2okl ®
‘slodlob

Il te]@ | bebodlob B1edb BINNA) “lekol] Bt | ke
DY) |Gue) lolltiib leladk) boblay pdpleie Ble
SBk plz 0 Mkl Bllale kbl Blepjs

lelodlob oG]

Gk blolle bl Rb| Biel Blobk sy
“KERG RSblad FUBIMe Bl R Bl | bRile
E%w&&ﬁ@%%gwaﬁg
Ibliscele lo] 20 bf RliomlbIb Mkble bRl o)
i o] @, Cieldlob | Blene [l Blihle 159 alells
b lol Lo DIUbE Blodlialin Blbdllol) QF sk b
Hie Biftledia|l Blitele] hBlly lo)lle A4S | BIZ GUBD
Blole o8 ®ie bRl L5 226 | ebidie Glia)

ol k] BIlbsle 2

dufelblellely BIblk tela) lie 132 kelieb] 160 Bieile ki
Bolel BY bl pRB Qule |blofa] obbls BE)jebk
@8Hh ballle ¥ [Rile fbRIbk ud, :(ba
g@v@%‘aﬂﬁg,_@%v&w
EQIE) Lhllaglle el 35 Bla ik bu) i)
[Blells Bdble blplidis) kig)ie kol isliok | Kl
ke Bldle Blbble BT duledsbolih Bhe-kiEde
RO Bl B2 QIRY < bk k) &) b bbb
Blellny b6 1 B2 pauiie elia | Bk Sl b-le) &)
b killofe ki) Blohibde, ‘bldb kb oyila) Kk
Sl Ielliofe 1572 @) 2 1ak) 1B lolpale Bl
lgl 5929 [Sielie S00IAI0IRD | elist] Blolfhbke Lo
Bla odia 161 il s8ORIRLGE Kawe
Il (Bl (B2 Ledllsilie 5¢ bl ¥ o0Isbali
B dde  RES) DM BRjbBE | bbbk
&EBE Balls ¥< 1o | LSEOa Bl A iz kI
e & 2 foll) [Bielle, 1509, hliolodq Bk ¢ bl
R5 o) ke kOl loltdle BEORJelsRE Wk Blblle ‘3
BIe b o] 19 1272 &) [Brielkle b2 g lbxE
BB lof ] bedz |alells) Telolb) | S| ) BJ5)
Qs ok QUBNA BOUs@UD & ek 1l Bl 8]
(0@8llellizsle Lon Qo BlIS) GOIS &2 GOGRLS]s
baln 1) leqibil BEILE (ZUIE BEENRD Mk
BB BIICle Bloble BIBIE bl Slz e,
bl Ia) ) 5BE BBIE BRI SR
LB Bloe 5 1Aiblbl |Bkels) BIbslmlic
b lerloll) Tk @) Rreikk moe sig)s
Sb6 fickle [59Balolls 15 fo) kel bl [t B LOIl(Q
Blbbicb) Qbb Blbblb [l & bk )bk nr
o] kgl bl &) [Binsliaf LB 9] Kb (bl Feks
b2 OClls lopl Blible tellollile) ‘dledbilel bl
BQIS) 12l |duloda ISkelie, kIR Bledlblln

&) [Blelslle 7

(

T Mpy oM

AAJKAL



. DYFI supporters flout one-way and leaders’ rally pledge

Cadre do Wat CM can’t

OURSPECIAL
. CORRFSPONDENT

Calcutta, Feb. 15: Three days
after his defence of utterances
against Justice Amitava Lala’s
rein-rally ruling in an affidavit,
Biman Bose held court in the
Maidan with the chief minister
by his side and presided over a
programme that broke almost
every promise the government
made to the judiciary in an affi-
davit last year.

The Left Front chairman did
not repeat the fire-and-brim-
stone performance he gave on
October 4 last year. He spoke for
two minutes. But his followers —
members of the Democratic
Youth Federation of India, the
CPM’s youth wing, made up for
his restraint, frustrating Calcut-
tans and the high court’s efforts
to fine-tune urban life.

Rules were flouted in front of
policemen who had, by then,
sensed that “cooperating” with
cadre from the ruling party
would be wiser as rallyists took
over the heart of the city.

Vehicles, mostly motorcycles
and autorickshaws, ferrying ral-
lyists to the Brigade Parade Gro-
unds broke one rule that even
the chief minister’s convoy wou-
ldnot flout unless in an emergen-
cy. They poured into the venue fr-
om the east along Park Street
and its extension, on the other si-
de of Chowringhee, flouting the
one-way rule in place every day.

The others broke the promise
the government had made to the
judiciary in an affidavit filed by
advocate-general Balai Ray last
year — that it would ask all par-
ties to leave a portion of the car-
riageway for motorists.

The most important clause in
that affidavit was given the go-by
as DYFI supporters took up the
entire width of Chowringhee Ro-

ad, Park Street Extension, S.N.
Banerjee Road and Dharamtala
Street in the run-up to the rally.

That the DYFI was on to som-
ething was evident from noon.
There was no crowd — early ma-
rchers were trooping in in small
groups — but there was a band of
volunteers “helping” policemen
control traffic at the Park Street-
Chowringhee crossing.

By the time the rallies started
coming one after the other, the
police had been relegated to
helping. Around 2 pm, they gave
up altogethet, leaving traffic

SPEAK NO EVIL: Biman Bose at the Maidan rally. Picture by Amit Datta

completely at the mercy of the
“volunteers”. The police later
said 400,000 people converged on
the Maidan.

One intrepid Calcuttan, who
gathered up the courage to won-
der aloud why the multiple ralli-
es were not keeping to one side of
the road, got his reply. “March-
ing in narrow files will delay us;
as it is, we are late for the 2 pm
start,” said one from the crowd.

At the rally, chief minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee asked
CPM workers and sympathisers
to reach every poor household

and let it be known that the gov-
ernment is not going to impose
tax on cattle, domestic animals
and rural transport.
Bhattacharjee sought to clear
doubts among the rural poor as
the main Opposition party, the
Trinamul Congress, has made
rural taxes a plank for the Lok
Sabha elections. “We are not
mad that we will impose taxes on
cattle, domestic animals and ru-
ral transport. But the Opposition
parties are campaigning against
us and trying to mislead the
poor,” the chief minister said.
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*.Congress has not Iearnt

IR

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELH), MARCH 17. The Com-
munist Party of India (Marxist)
manifesto released here today
said the Congress has not learnt
any lessons from the past.

It alleged that its economic
policies were not different from
those of the BJP. Criticising the
policies pursued by the BIP-led
Government, the
promised a comprehensive set
of economic policies to replace
the existing ones.

It went on to state that people
opposed to the BJP rule expect-
ed a “firm defence of secularism
and democratic values, not a
vacillating and compromising
role.” The party said that the
Ayodhya dispute should be de-
cided by the judiciary and no
other process would be accept-
able to it.

Besides promising to pro-
mote secular values, strengthen
federalism, the party said the
“pro-imperialist’” foreign policy
of the Vajpayee Government
should be reversed. It charged
that instead of working towards
a multi-polar world, the NDA
Government gave only “lip ser-
vice” to it. On the issue of work-
ers’ rights, the CPI(M).said it
would strive for a legislation to
annul the Supreme Court judg-
ment prohibiting strikes. It said

manifesto -

any Iessons' CPI(M) «

The Communist Party of India (Marxist) leaders, Harkishan
Singh Surjeet (right) and Prakash Karat, releasing the party’s
election manifesto in New Delhi on Wednesday — Photo: S.

Armneja

India should ratify the Interna-
tional Labour Organisation con-
vention 151 which accords
government employees the
rights which other citizens en-
joy, subject to their administra-
tive responsibilities.

The party advocated a series
of steps to correct the situation
in the agriculture sector, espe-

‘cially in the wake of the WTO

including patents, service and

water resources.

In order to prevent any in-
fringement of the freedom of
expression of the media, it was
necessary to codify the laws re-
lating to legislative privilege, the
manifesto said. Parliament and
state legislatures should under-
take this task, it said. It also sug-
gested  that - cross-media
ownership should be prohibited
to prevent monopolies.
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‘Advani faces Left ire for criticism

Remarks On Communist Role In
Independence Spark Trouble

L& Our Political Bureau &
gt o DULTOlCa BUteaY g g VT
%X & NEW DELHT 11 MARCH %

T HE CPI{M) on Thursday hit back at deputy prime minis-

ter L.K. Advani for his alleged remarks criticising the role

of the Communists during the freedom movement by
dting the role of the RSS during the period. Angry over Mr Ad-
vani’s remarks on the inaugural day of his rath vyatra, the
CPI(M) alleged that like the deputy prime minister himself
there was no single leader of the RSS who can claim to have
played any worthwhile role in the freedom struggle.

Any mention about the role of the Communists during the
freedom struggle, especially during the Quit India movernent
of 1942, provokes an angry retaliation from the Leftist histori-
ans. A section of historians have extensively chronicled their
alleged sabotage of the movement and their attempts to deni-
grate leaders such as Mahatma Gandhi and Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose — charges which have been rubbished by the
major Left parties.

As Mr Advani sought to re-open old wounds, the CPI{M)
lashed out at him, describing him as ignorant and his asser-
tions as ridiculous, false and malicious. Mr Advani, who
kicked off his yatra from Kanyakumari in Nagercoil, where the
BJP’ssitting MP Pon Radhakrishnan is pitted against a CPI(M) -
candidate, accused the Communists of contributing to the di-
visiveness of the country and said when patriots such as Kam-
raj fought for the country’sindependence, the role of the Com-
munists is known to the whole country.

Senior CPI(M) politburo member Prakash Karat, address-
ing a press conference here on Thursday, countered: “Mr Ad-
vani should answer who were the leaders of his parent organ-
isation, the RSS, or, even the Bharativa Jan Sangh in Tamil
Nadu who played a prominent role in the freedom struggle.”

He said top Communist leaders like P. Ramamurti, Ji-
vanandan, N. Shankaraiah, A.S.K. Iyengar and others were
in forefront of the nationalmovement in the state and were in
jail along with Kamraj. The Communist Party in Tamil Nadu
was formed by leaders who belonged to the Congress-led na-
tional movement.

The Economic Times 12 MAR nna
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womens bill: PDP,

Arun Joshi ° <

Jammu, March 9 d\?
J&K's RULING People's Democratic
Party (PDP) is prepared to sacrifice its
government but it will not back out of
the controversial "anti-women" Bill,
which will be put to vote in the Upper
House on Thursday.

Brushing aside pleas to "reconsider"”
the Permanent Resident Status (Dis-
qualification) Bill, 2004, PDP chief
Mehbooba Mufti said there was no
backing out on the issue. "We are pre-
pared for all this," she said.

Her assertion has come after Chief
Minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed told
Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee on Mon-
day that it would be difficult for him to
go by his advice. "You are leaving no
space for us to survive politically in
Kashmir," sources close to him quoted
him as having told the PM.

Asked what would happen if coali-
tion partner Congress — which ini-
tially supported the Biil but now
wants it referred to a committee —
withdrew support, Mehbooba shot
back: "The government falls. We will

. go back to the people.”

- Sources close to the chief minister
said he has worked out all options and
may either seek a fresh mandate or
cobble together another coalition if
the Congress walked out of the gov-
ernment.

THE HDUSTAN TIMES

REUTERS
A woman protests outside the J&K chief
minister’s office in Jammu on Tuesday.

The Congress has 20 ML.As and the
government currently has the sup-
port of 57 legislators in the 87-member
J&K assembly.

The sources said the Mufti was also
banking on the support of some
MLAs in other parties, including the
Panthers Party, in which three of the
four MLAs are unhappy with party
chief Bhim Singh. Singh had on Mon-
day threatened to pull out of the gov-
ernment if the Bill was not with-
drawn.
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_~Mamata shunts Sudip... who

. de

A |

KOLKATA, March 3. — The imbroglio
over the rebel Trinamul Congress MP, Mr
Sudip Bandyopadhyay, today overshad-
owed the release of the party’s list of candi-
dates for the Lok Sabha poll.

Even after offering Mr Bandopadhyay
“once again the option” to reconsider his
decision not to contest from the Raiganj
seat, Miss Mamata Banerjee castigated him
for “spoiling the party’s image and defying
the party election committee’s collective
decision to shift him from Kolkata North-
West to Raiganj.

When reporters pestered her for spelling
out whether the party will take disciplinary
action against Mr Bandyopadhyay for mak-
ing repeated statements that he would con-
test from his old constituency on his own,
Miss Banerjee said: “Enough is enough. Let
him contest from the heavens or the sky or
from anywhere he chooses to. We are not
bothered about any individual and only the
party matters.”

Miss Banerjee even took exception to per-
sistent media querics about the party’s stand
on Mr Bandyopadhyay and charged that
such questions were “planted by the CPI-M
to tarnish the party’s image.

“I’s our internal matter and 1 won’t
make it public just as you won’t certainly di-
vulge what transpires in your manage-
ment,” Miss Banerjee said.

The Trinamul chief began to read out the
list in a composed manner and when it
came to announcing the candidate for the
Raigunj seat, she merely said the party elec-
tion committee had offered it to Mr Ban-
dyopadhyay, but the latter had written to
the committee pleading that he would con-
test only from the Kolkata North-West seat.

“We would wait for some time and if
there’s no response we would decide on a
different candidate. It’s a normal practice in
any party to sometimes drop a sitting MP or
shift him or her to another constituency. We
already fielded Mr Bandyoapdhaya from
the same winning seat twice. Now it’s the
turn for another candidate to contest from
the seat,” Miss Banerjee explained. The
other candidate is none other than the May-

" ol ?@ {

Miss Mmata anerjee, Mr Ajit Panja and Mr Pankaj Bnerjee declare the
Trinamul candida_tes for the Lok Sabha polis, on Wednesday.

Enough is
snough. Let him
contest from the

heavens or the
.. sky or from
anywhere he

chooses to

or, Mr Subrata Mukherjee.

Miss Banerjee seeks reelection from Kol-
kata South and she welcomed the candida-
ture of Mrs Nafisa Ali against her by the
Congress. “Every one is free to contest
from any seat,” she said.

Among the new faces are five MLAs, in-
cluding Mr Saugata Roy from Diamond
Harbour, Mr Moloy Ghatak (Asansol), and
Mr Paras Dutta (Jalpaiguri).

The sitting MPs — Mr Ajit Panja
(Kolkata North East), Mrs Krishna Bose

. (Jadavpur), Mr Akbar Ali Khondaker

(Serampore), Mr Nitish Sengupta (Contai),
Mr Ranjit Panja (Barasat) — have been re-
nominated while Mr Bikram Sarkar, sitting
MP from Panskura, has been shifted to
Howrah.

The BJP has been allotted 13 seats like
the last time. The Trinamul has fielded its
candidate in the Purulia seat that was given
to the BIP in the last elections, but it would
give a “winnable” seat to the BJP in ex-
change, Miss Banerjee said. Candidates for
the Darjeeling, Raiganj and Jhargram will
be announced later.

Miss Banerjee said the Trinamul would
complain to the Election Commission
against the “Marxist government’s decision
to urge political parties not to campaign dur-
ing the Madhyamik and Higher Secondary
examinations, which leaves only eight days.”

The Trinamul chief said she has all her
good wishes for the examinees who she be-
lieves shouldn’t be disturbed, “but it’s for
the Election Commission and not for the
state government to decide when campaign
would be held.”

MMiss Mamata Banerjee ~— Kolkata South
BMr Subrata Mukheriee — Kolkata North
West : ,

BMr Saugata Roy ~— Diamond Harbour
MMr Moloy Ghatak — Asansol

®Mr Paras Dulta ~- Jalpaiguri

M Alit Panja - Kolkata North East
WMrs Krishna Base — Jadavpur

WMr Akbar Ali Khondaker — Serampore
MMr Nitish Sengupta — Contai

BMr Ranjit Panja — Barasat

MMr Bikram Sarkar — Howrah

| will be happy if
Trinamul
Congress

survives for even
six years

St

KOLKATA, March 3. — In an open chal-
lenge to Miss Mamata Banerjee, Mr Sudip
Bandopadhyay, rebel Trinamul MP, today
declared that he would contest as an Inde-
pendent from Kolkata North West, assert-
ing that he wouldn’t join any political party.
Mr Bandopadhyay made this announce-
ment after a meeting with 142 clubs and
NGOs of his constituency. These organisa-
tions had gathered at a central city location to
offer him support and felicitate him for the
MPLAD funds he had sanctioned for them.
Describing Miss Banerjee’s decision to
deny him renomination from Kolkata
North West as “suicidal, illogical and disre-
spect to the people of Kolkata North West-
”, the rebel MP said that he would fight
tooth and nail against the Trinamul chief’s
“authoritarian policies and decisions”.
“I'must admit that I am emotionally per-
turbed today as Mamata and I had been ex-
pelled from the Congress on the same day
and we floated Trinamu! Congress as an al-
ternative. However, when all the sitting par-
ty MPs are being renominated from their
constituencies, I have been denied a ticket,
reasons for which the Trinamul chief had
never officially stated. But, such vindictive-
ness has strengthened my resolve to appeal

‘Why will RJD support Sudip?’

Mr di andopadnyay at & press conference at Haryana Bhavan;‘
Kolkata on Wednesday. — Shyamal Maitra and Prabir Bhattachajee

lares independence

§

to the conscience of voters to allow me t
complete the unfinished work in my consti:
uency. I am not going to run away”, M
Bandopadhyay remarked.

However, the dissident MP refused to di
vulge whether he would seek the support o
other political parties, saying that he woul
announce the same at the appropriate time
But the word is that the Congress may even
tually offer him support and his talks witl
the Rashtriya Janata Dat are on.

While releasing today’s candidate lis
which doesn’t have Mr Bandopadhyay’
name, the Trinamul leadership had state
that anybody contesting against a party can
didate would be suspended for six years
Asked about this Mr Bandopadhya
remarked: “I will be happy if Trinamul Con
gress survives even for six years”,

The mood of today’s meeting was upbea
with most of the workers appealing to th
rebel MP to contest as an Independen:
Several women walked up to Mr Bandopac-
hyay and told him that he shouldn’t deser
Kolkata North West. During the meeting
some workers said that demonstratior
should be held in front of Mahajati Sad:
where Mr Subrata Mukherjee and M
Banerjee have organised a meeting tom-
row. However, Mr Bandopadhyay asgd
them to keep their cool and desist pm
such activities.

KOLKATA, March 3. —
“Why will the RID support
Mr Sudip Bandopadhayay
in the Kolkata North West
constituency?” Mr Anil Bis-
was, CPI-M state secretary,
said today.

He lobbed this question
to reporters when asked
whether RJD, with whom
his party is presently holding
seat adjustment talks, will
support the dissident Trina-
mui Congress candidate.

“We are yet to ascertain

to whom this seat will be al-
lotted, he said underscoring
the improbability round the
speculation of the state RID
allotting this seat to a candi-
date who was very much
part of the NDA's inner cir-
cle till the other day. We will
tackle any candidate in this
seat politically,” he said
when Mr Bandopadhayay’s
good track record of com-
pleting different MPLAD
projects was pointed out.
Mr Biswas catled upon his

party activists to move
around cautiously in groups
during the election cam-
paign in Purulia, Bankuara
and  Midnapore districts.
He gave this call following
the killing of a party activist
allegedly by some PW acti-
vists in Goaltore in Midna-
pore (west) yesterday.
The PW is trying to terrify
the local people, he said. The
matter will be tackled politi-
cally with the help of the lo-
cal people he added. — SNS




‘oyeyey wereng
JSISTUTW 8)e[ JO me[-Ul-I9lysnep
‘OJeye] TI00N 9q [[Im °lEpIp
-ued erumg s,[nureutLy, ‘paweu
aq 0] 19£ aJge sojepIpUR) YITYM
J0J S9TOUANITISUOD JdIY) ¥}
Jo Aue Jo03 agueyoxs ul 4rd syl
WoJJ 383s eI[nan ay3 10J payse
sey £yxed ayj pres ejewe
“eanysueg
J0] A3qnoy) weinen Japes
[mweutl], JndSereyy Jo mopim
Kagqnoy) ewsH pue A[YS00H 10}
‘afIayynN fedqems VA L1xed
JOULIO] JO MOPIM ‘93[JayynA
Tuelpu] ‘emjey] J0] powiyy
uejng ‘ynpuey, J1ojy Kreqrypy
JISIS J03e[SI39] 1ejU0C) JO UOS
KIeIYPY npusypng ‘ertdqnin

10 Aoy eidipng ‘mdemyjen 103
AL INO pafedxa ‘Yrueure.d uel
-uey eytypey ‘mdiduer a0 £aey
-3109% TeJaudd e ‘eMIN Uepe]N
‘reyaiseqg Joy  AKpedrotunuu
umg wndg Yymnog Jo Jo[[ounod
®© ‘as0g 31(NS dJ€ SIUTWOU JYJ0
a1y} SuowWy “(InogIeH PUOWEI()
Aoy ejedneg pue (axodyoerreq)
Y3uls unfIy ‘(Josuesy) yeyeys
Ao[oN ‘(TanStedrer) enn seaeg
aJde 1817 93 uo saoje[sidaf L)red
o) ‘eeagqng woyy 1redy
"YeIMOH 0} eanysued
woJy 3JIYs 01 pamo[[e uaaq sey
Jeytes urexyqIg ‘ss1ousninsuoo
SUISIXa A19Y) WOIJ ISaIUO0I [[IM
WYl JO XIS 9[TUA PoIeUTIoOU-a1
U992 3AeY SJIN Nureur ], 3uryls

Y310 9y} JO U9ASS 'SI9pEa] WI]
-SNAl 93.1U3 pure Sy TIAL SUTHTS 9AT]
‘usuIom XIS sepnyoul ISI[ a9y,
‘urexdreyp pue surslreq
J0J S89UTWIOU SIT U0 SP1Iap 0} 194
ST L11ed oy ‘(unsrey wogy yaedy
drd Afre 1oy epise g1 1day sey
1 'sTiod eyqes 07 AU Ul 3S33U00
[[IM NWeULL], $310UaNIIISU0D 63
a3 J0 97 J0J S91epPIPULD JO SoWeU
) paounouuE  elRWReN
‘patepunyy) sys
«A[pareadal payse 3uraq renpra
-Tpur Jetnotided suo Moge suoTy
-sanb awres ayl age AYym ‘osim
19} Adeardsuoco e payoley sey
NJD Y3 SWwass 1],, 'T00I I3Y 3801
ejewre]y Lefypedopueg Uo SUOT}
-sanb Jo a3e.areq e Yim padeq

[edueg dipelq Aq sompld }SIMURION BIINOTE) Je sxalaoddns £q paqqout

¥

J9)SNO sddeyJ di

st AeAypedopued dipng aIYM ‘90UapISal JeySITey] J9Y Je Sajeprpues A).red Jo IST[ 9} SIoUNOUUR salIaueg BJRUWTEIAl (3J3])

ng JUIPUd

Jogeurt s A)red ayy
paysiuie} Afuo sey Lefypedop
-Ueq ‘sJaquew-1apunoj s, A1red
IN0 8Je SJI8YI0M PpaIedIpap
mnQ,, pres ejewey Kousninis
-U0d STy WOoJ) paloadfe-al 198
01 32URYD 31} JOqUIBW-IaPUNO]
' AU3D 0} I1e] Sem ) JI Poysy

Pres ays i1
Ul 3UO0IM ST Jeyp\ "OSTIOJ8XD Je[
-TUI(S @ U2YB1I9pPUN 3ABY A 'SOI0
-UaNJIISU0D [BISAIS WOJJ S8jep
-TPURD MaU PI31J 03 PSPTIAP daey
salired Joyjo Auewr pue JqlL
SINAV  drd oyl ‘ssaaduo)
UL "S9IdUaNINISU0D JUSISIJIP
ur sgin Suinis ateyy peoerdaa
aaey sannred Teonyrfod J8iQ,,
ISeMUIION ennofed  Aedy

-pedopueg SurAusp 10j suoseal
9y} AJ109ds 03 pauroap ays
“pres ejewt
B\l paleyide ue ,‘paiay3ioq jses]
St £33ed oy, A¥s oy} wWoaj 3s8}
-U00 Ued 9y ‘usAeay ay} U0y 159}
-u0d ued 9y, 19331q A[fenba sem
898 PIO STY WO.1] 1S8jU00 03 UOISIO
-9p STY 0} asu0dsaa S,eJeueIA
‘pres ay ,,‘sapis e wogg 310d
-ans ym utede 11 um 03 Surog
ure [ pue “1sapA\YdoN epnome) 4o
-UenjIIsuod pro AW wouj jusapuad
-3pu] ue se 1s93U00 03 UT0S We
[ 'swirero {[el yons Suryewr woiy
ureJjol pmoys Asyj os ‘sieas
XIS 107 }Se] 10U [[IM (SIopes]
-BULLL, 1930 pUR ejeweIy) L9y 1,
Wiy uo uoprsod s [nUIEULL],
JNoge pauLIdduod JoU Sem oY pres
Aefypedopueq ‘jeatyl J9isno
3y} o} asuodsal YoInb e ug
« N eforao
3d229r 03 WY 01 AN MOU ST 3] "ST 3
‘89X, :pTBS BJBUIRIA ‘UO SEM J9]J0
9} Jey] jueaur 3t Jr paysy
dIN T8gRI 3y}
0} PaJajjo jess 8y} ‘f[undrey J10j
99UIUIOU B dWEU JOU PIP ays 4]
-JURITIIUSS "90UIPIsaL Jeysifes]
J8Y Je Ucow.Ia)je STy} SejepIpued
Kyxed jo 3ST] o1f) SUISea[al o[Iym
Jeald 11 apewt 3alxsuey eyewr
-e]Al UosJIadareyo Mueury],
98I NIA BleIqngs asuIwou
Teronyjo 1sutese juspusdapuj ue
S® }S9JU00 0] SApII|P 9y JI SIeak
X1s J0J A1xed oy} wogy uorsind
-Xa sage) Kedypedopueq dipng
1semuylIoN eyunore) woly diN
$$9.13U0) [NWEULL], [9q9Yy Ised
ST 9P Y, '€ YIIRIA ‘BYINO[ED

/LV AANOISTHAOD
XV DS uno

dopuy -

A MAR 2nma

r

THE TELEGRAPH



eem &ews Sewi

KOLKATA, Feb. 6, — Upstagmg the
Opposition, the Left Front today an-
~ nounced its list of candidates for the

forthcoming parliamentary elections.
Its campaign will start from tomorrow.

-By pitting Mr Rabin Deb, th¢ Front

chief whip in the Kolkata South con-
stitpency, the Front has made it clear
it will leave no stone unturned to pin
dowh Miss Mamata Banerjee. Mr Deb
is the only Front candidate to win from
this seat.

The Front has not announced its
candidate for the Kolkata North West
constituency but it will be allotted to a
CPI-M candidate. This name of the
candidate for this seat will be an-
nounced together with the election
manifesto, Mr Biman Bose said.

THE STATESMAN

of Mr Sudip Banerjee, the sitting Tri-
namul MP from this constituency with
his party chief, the possibility of a new
candidate’s nomination from this seat
is not ruled out. In the event of it, the
Trinamul election machinery will be
faction-ridden giving the CPI-M candi-
date a fair chance of wresting the seat.

The Front has fielded Mohammad
Selim, the state minority development
and youth affairs minister in the Kol-

, kata North East constituency. He had

lost to Mr Ajit Panja in 1999.

But Md Selim has come a long way
since then having defeated the re-
doubtable Mr Sultan Ahmed, the sit-
ting MLA in the Entally Assembly seg-
ment in a neck-to-neck contest.

Though Mr Panja is a Trinamul
leader known to nurse his constituen-

D7 FEB 20

“LF declares LS poll list

QV % ﬂ Given the none-tob-happy equatlon

cy thoroughly, Front leaders feel that
the period of his suspension from the
party has weakened his organisation.

The CPI-M has nominated its North
24-Parganas strongman Mr Amitava
Nandy to wrest this erstwhile Left
stronghold from the sitting BJP MP
Mr Tapan Sikdar.

A close contest appears to be on the
cards in the Jadavpur parliamentary
constituency. Mr Sujan Chakraborty
former CPI-M MLA has been fielded
against the sitting Trinamul MP Mrs

. Krishna Bose.

The nomination of Ms Jyotirmoyee
Sikdar, former international athlete
from Krishnagar has come as a surprise
after she lost in the Ranaghat West As-
sembly segment in the 2001 polls.

In all, 14 new candidates will jump
into the election fray.



Basu asks allies to

C,{)lF

back sechlar}éong/

BARUN GHOSH

Calcutta, Feb. 2: Jyoti Basu tod-
ay called upon two key Left Front
partners, the RSP and the For-
ward Blog, to toe the CPM’s sup-
port-Congress line to oust the
BJP from the Centre.

The RSP and the Bloc leader-
ships had earlier annoyed the
CPM by refusing to extend sup-
port to the Congress and decid-
ing on maintaining “equidis-
tance” from the Congress and
the BJP.

At the politburo and central
committee meetings in Hyder-
abad, the CPM adopted a resolu-
tion saying it would even cam-
paign for Congress nominees in
areas where the Left is not a
force to reckon with.

On returning from the And-
hra Pradesh capital, Basu, a pol-
itburo member, said he will initi-
ate dialogue with the two front
constituents so that they recon-
sider their “rigid stand” on
the Congress.

“The Congress, with its secu-
lar credentials, should not be
equated with the BJP. And that is
why there is no harm if we back
the party from outside to help it
return to power at the Centre,”
Basu said.

The former chief minister
feels the “conflicting approach”
of the Left parties towards the
Congress in the run-up to the
Lok Sabha elections might send
a wrong signal to the voters. “We
have to be realistic in the wake of
the BJP’s emergence as a politi-
cal force. Against this backdrop,
we must extend our support to
the Congress to keep the commu-
nal forces at bay,” said Basu.

He was certain that this bon-
homie with the Congress at the
national level would not create
confusion in Bengal, Kerala and
Tripura, where the Sonia Gand-
hi-led party is in the Opposition.
In the three states, Basu said, the
CPM may fight on its own.

However, the CPM patriarch
ruled out an “electoral alliance”
with the Congress. He also re-
jected the possibility of the CPM
joining the government in the
event of a Congress win in the
general elections.

The RSP and the Bloc leaders,
though, asserted that they would
not change their stand even
“risking the CPM’s wrath”.

“Basu is welcome to discuss
the matter (backing the Con-
gress) with us. But we cannot
change our stance overnight and
toe the CPM’s line,” said senior

RSP leader and former PWD
minister Kshiti Goswami.

Bloc’s Jayanta Roy echoed
Goswami. “We consider the Con-
gress and the BJP bourgeois par-
ties that are opposed to the we-
Ifare of the poor and the working
class. We shall stick to our stand
on the two parties,” he said.

In defiance of the CPM, the
Bloc leadership today named its
candidate for the Cooch Behar
parliamentary seat. Amar Roy
Pradhan, who had won all gener-
al elections from there since
1977, was expelled from the Bloc
in 2001 but the CPM wanted him
to contest as an Independent
backed by the front.

“Roy Pradhan was expelled
on charges of anti-party activi-
ties and that is why we have put
up Hiten Burman, the chairman
of our peasants’ wing, as the
front candidate from Cooch
Behar,” Roy said.

Bloc sources said there was
pressure on the party from the
CPM to renominate Roy Pradh-
an as the front Big Brother thou-
ght he had better poll prospects.

The CPM, it is learnt, has all
but decided on Rabin Deb, the
party’s MLA from Ballygunge,
as the man to fight Mamata
Banerjee in Calcutta South.
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“No seat de }}Wlth Cong: FB

HT Correspondent 3,77, §
Kolkata, January 31 JA

THE FORWARD Bloc has
refused to be a “B-team of
the Congress” by going into
seat adjustments with So-
nia Gandhi’s party.

The dig at the CPI(M) and
the CPI came at a press meet
on Saturday when party gen-
eral secretary Debabrata
Biswas said his party would
not like to be a “junior part-
ner of the Congress”.

“Our party does not ac-
cept the view that commu-
nalism can be fought by
aligning with the Congress.
We refuse to be the B-team of
the Congress and remain its
junior partner, though we,
oo, feel that communalism
is a real danger for the coun-
try,” Biswas said.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

Shar 1y critical of the
CPI and the CPI(M), which
have decided at their re-
spective central committee
meetings to forge seat ad-
justments with the Con-
gress to put up an united
fight the BJP, the Forward
Bloc urged them to take the
lead in forming a non-Con-
gress, non-BJP front.

Predicting a hung parlia-
ment after the polls, Biswas
insisted that the situation
in the Parliament would
give the Left an ideal oppor-
tunity to ally with other
secular parties to form a
non-Congress, non-BJP
government at the Centre.

Explaining it details as to
why his party was opposed
to the Congress, Biswas said
Sonia Gandhi’s party had
supported the anti-people

legislations brought by the
Vajpayee government.

“We can’t differentiate
between the Congress and
the BJP on economic poli-
cies. Also, the Congress it-
self toed a soft-Hindutva-
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line during the recently-
conciluded Assembly polls.”
Biswas said that if neces-
sary, his party would go
against the CPI and the
CPI(M) but would not vote
the Congress to power.
-
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