.{,¢Uma Bhart’s —~
suspension revo

By Neena Vyas W \

NEW DELHI, DEC. 24. The former
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister,
Uma Bharti’s suspension from
the Bharatiya Janata Party has
been revoked by the party presi-
dent, LK. Advani, but she may
not immediately get the position
of general secretary, a post to
which she was appointed days
before she was suspended.

A terse statement was made
today by the former party presi-
dent, Venkaiah Naidu: “L.K. Ad-
vani has revoked the suspension
of Uma Bharti” He said she
would not automatically get the
post , but later added: “I do not
know, I cannot know [when she
will be given that position by Mr.
Advani].”

However, party leaders are
certain that sooner rather than
later, perhaps after the Assembly
elections due in February next
year, Ms. Bharti will be taken
back as general secretary. For the
moment, the party plans to ask
her to campaign extensively in
Bihar.

Party sources indicated that
Ms. Bharti wanted to bring the
former general secretary, K.N.
Govindacharya, back into the
party, although this may not hap-
pen in the near future.

However, Mr. Govindacharya,
told The Hindu , that he had no
intention of staging a comeback .
He indicated that the party was
perhaps “irreparable” and that
politics in general had become a
profession in which money and
power counted. “I have taken a
different road ... my study is do-
ing well ... there should be no
reason for confusion.”

Three days ago, Ms. Bharti
lashed out at the Madhya Pra-
desh Chief Minister, Babulal
Gaur, (he replaced her after she

ﬂ\

resigned following her arrest in
the Hubli case relating to the
hoisting of the Trjcolour), and
said that “he did not have the
support of a single MLA” when
she made him Chief Minister.
When Mr, Naidu was asked
whether that was not indisci-
pline, he said he was not aware of
the statement.

Ms. Bharti was suspended on
November 10 after she openly
challenged Mr. Advani at a meet- —
ing of the party office-bearers.
She alleged that senior leaders
had planted stories against her in
the media and that she was
forced to counter them.

When Mr. Advani asked her to
sit down and said that the “mat-
ter is closed,” she refused to
oblige and walked out challeng-
ing him to take action against
her. Within minutes, she was
suspended.

Even as she got the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh to bring
pressure on Mr. Advani to roll
back the suspension order, Ms.
Bharti's defiance continued in
the form of letters she wrote to
him. She openly criticised and
made allegations against senior
leaders such as Arun Jaitley, Pra-
mod Mahajan, Sushma Swaraj
and Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi even
while saying that a “daughter had
been thrown out” on the auspi-
cious day of Dhanteras (just be-
fore Deepavali).
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Sanyasm Will Be Party’s Star
Campaigner In Bihar PoII

New Delhi: Over a month af-
ter she openly challenged his
authority, BJP president L K
Advani on Friday revoked
the suspension of firebrand
leader Uma Bharti, capping
days of drama of her regret
and a reported attack on the
party’s second rung leaders.

“BJP president L. K Advani
has decided to lift the suspen-
sion on Uma Bharti,” former
party president M Venkaiah
Naidu told reporters here. He,
however, replied in the nega-
tive when asked if she would
be back as general secretary.
Bharti had been appointed to
the post just days before she
stormed out of the office bear-
ers’ meeting on November 10
demanding action against
“leaders without base”.

The former Madhya
Pradesh chief minister, who
had attacked leaders like
Naidu, Pramod Mahajan,
Arun Jaitley and Mukhtar
Abbas Nagvi, shocked the
party brass, including Ad-
vani and former PM A B Vaj-
payee, by her show of defi-
ance in full glare of TV cam-
eras. The decision to suspend
her was taken minutes after
her walkout.

Flanked by general secre-
tary Arun Jaitley and
spokesman Manvendra
Singh, Naidu said the suspen-
sion of her primary member-
ship had been revoked. Asked
the reason for the decision,
he said, “You know the rea-
sons.” He refused to take fur-
ther questions, saying “inter-
nal party matters are not dis-
cussed in the media”.

Meanwhile, Bharti con-
fined herself to puja at the
residence of former party
MP Vinay Katiyar and re-
fused to meet the media.

Cometh Crisis, Cometh Uma

“Uma Bharti is in ‘ekantvaas’
(solitude) and cannot be be
disturbed. She will not be
talking to anyone now,” Kati-
yar said, adding that her
‘ekantvaas’ was likely to con-
tinue for another two days.
She has, however, been in-
formed about the decision
taken by the party leadership.

Within minutes of the par-
ty revoking the suspension on
Bharti, the BJP’s Bihar unit
announced that she would be
its main campaigner in the
coming assembly elections in™
the state. “She will be our
main campaigner. The revo-
cation of her suspension will
prove beneficial for us. She is
the only one competent
enough to tackie RJD chief
Lalu Prasad’s tactics,” BJP’s
Bihar wunit chief Gopal
Narayan Singh said, adding
that the state unit would
chalk out a campaign pro-
gramme for her in the next
few days and efforts would be
made to ensure that she was
in the state for at least 15-20
days. “Bharti will be our
trump card. Nobody else can
respond to Lalu Prasad like
her. She is very popular
among the backward class in
the state,” he added. n
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SMRITI THREATENS FAST SEEKING MODI'S
RESIGNATION, THEN SAYS SORRY

SNS & PTI

NEW DELHI, Dec. 12. — It was a day of
the BJP’s “ideal bahu”, Smriti Irani, doing
a Uma Bharati. Hours after an embar-
rassing attack on Gujarat chief minister
Mr Narendra Modi, demanding his resig-
nation over the 2002 riots, the actor and
BJP newcomer today withdrew her state-
ment after the party made it clear that she
either retract or face action.
In an unexpected attack on Mr Modi, Ms
Irani, who joined the party t0 e
contest the Lok Sabha elec- §
tions unsuccessfully from §
Delhi’s Chandni Chowk, told |
reporters during the inaugu-
ration of a jewellery show-
room in Surat that she would
start a fast-unto-death if he §
did not step down.
Significantly, taking Mr |
Atal Behari Vajpayee’s na- [
me repeatedly, she said Mr |
Modi’s decision not to step
down was “extremely shoc-
king and appalling”. She
said her fast would start on
25 December — the birth- [

such a statement”. “There is nothing
wrong in correcting our mistakes,” she
said and went on to add “a leader like Mr
Vajpayee should not fade away without
his name ever being cleared of that blot™.

BJP’s plan to revoke the suspension of
Ms Uma Bharati apparently prevented
the party from taking action against Ms
Irant, who withdrew her remarks under
pressure from party leaders, including Mr
Pramod Mahajan. Highly placed party
sources said any severe disciplinary
action against the actor would have con-
w veyed to the cadre that the
party had a dual approach
towards its senior and
junior leaders.

While senior party lead-
ers had initially made up
their mind to sack Ms Irani
by tonight, they later felt
that cadre could raise a fin-
ger on any party decision to
bring back Ms Bharati who
had openly dared Mr Adva-
ni to take action against her
and later apologised.

The sources said the party
had already made up its
mind to revoke Ms Bharati’s

day of Mr Vajpayee — to
“redeem” his name.

Caught off guard, the party conveyed to
her that it was extremely upset and made
it clear that she retract. A senior BJP lea-
der said she joined the party much after
the Gujarat violence and has no right to
criticise Mr Modi.

Once back in Mumbai, she spoke to
party president Mr LK Advani over pho-
ne and had a meeting with Maharashtra
BJP president Mr Gopinath Munde befo-
re issuing a statement late at night, with-
drawing the remarks “unconditionally”.

In her attack, Ms Irani said she was
hurt when she heard Mr Vajpayee say, “If
there is one blot on my name it is Nare-
ndra Modi. I was very surprised that he
(Modi) did not give up his chair after
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Ms Smriti Irani

suspension before the Bihar
Assembly elections. They
said it was thereafter decided to persuade
Ms Irani to withdraw her statement and
apologise, failing which she would be
sacked or suspended from the party.
According to the sources, Ms Irani was ini-
tially reluctant to withdraw her statement.

Earlier, asked if she took permission
from Mr Advani or Mr Vajpayee to go on
fast, she shot back: “Why seek permission
for saying the truth? Why one needs per-
mission to speak what one feels very hon-
estly?” She said it was her personal deci-
sion. “At the end of the day, we should
hold a mirror to our own family (party)”.

Stop Congressisation of BJP: Advani
page 3
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/ Sunil Shastri floats \%
1¢8 o ®new party \\\V

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHi, DEC. 10. The former
general secretary of the Bharatiya
Janata Party, Sunil Shastri, today
floated a new political party.

He had resigned from the pri-
mary membership from the BJP
two days ago after a long meeting
with its president, L. K. Advani.

Mr. Shastri, who announced
his decision here, said that he de-
cided to take this “difficult deci-
sion” to take forward the dream
of his father, Lal Bahadur Shastri,
and Mahatma Gandhi. The new
party, Jai Jawan Jai Kisan Maz-
door Congress, “would play a
role in the coming Assembly
elections in Haryana, Bihar and
Jharkhand.” It would take up the
“Jai Jawan Jai Kisan” slogan

coined by his father in 196

He would also try and carve
out a base among the “‘unorga-
nised labour force” that constitu-
ted 90 per cent of the total labour
force in the country.

Mr. Shastri said he had toured
Haryana and come to the conclu-
sion that the existing political
forces in the State — the ruling
Indian National Lok Dal, the BJP
and the Congress — stood dis-
credited. He would tour Bihar
and Jharkhand extensively in the
next few weeks. Although politi-
cal circles were abuzz with re-
ports that this was the first step
towards Mr. Shastri joining the
Congress, he told The Hindu
that “the question does not
arise” ofhis going back to his par-
ent party, which he left in 1998.

7
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Charges against Bangaru & Jaya

twin

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

" New Delhi, Dec. 6: The CBI

today registered criminal ca-
ses against former BJP chief
Bangaru Laxman and former
Samata Party president Jaya
Jaitly in the Tehelka scam,
provoking the main Opposi-
tion party to continue its boy-
cott of railway minister Laloo
Prasad Yadav and his “taint-
ed” colleagues.

While the BJP slammed
the CBI move as “politically
motivated”, a meeting of the
NDA parliamentary party de-
cided to protest the probe on
the floor of the House tomor-
row with a view to stalling pro-
ceedings.

The registration of the
cases came more than three
years after the news portal’s
spy camera caught Laxman
accepting wads of currency
notes from a Tehelka reporter
who was posing as a represen-
tative of an arms dealer. Jaitly
was shown assuring an under-
cover reporter at the official
residence of then defence min-
ister George Fernandes that
she would “put in a word to
‘sahib’s office’ if the proposal
for hand-held thermal cam-
eras for the army was not con-
sidered in the normal course.

The videotapes, made pub-
lic on March 13, 2001, forced
Laxman and Fernandes to put
in their papers, though the lat-
ter was reinstated by the then
NDA government even before
the now wound-up Justice S.N.
Phukan Commission cleared
him of involvement in the
scam.

In the FIRs lodged against
Laxman and Jaitly, the CBI

Bangaru Laxman,
Jaya Jaitly

also named two members of
Laxman’s personal staff, Raju
Venkatesh and Satyamurthy,
former Major General S.P.
Murgai, Kanpur-based indus-
trialist Surendra Surekha
and Rajasthan-based Samata
leader Gopal Pajiwal as ac-
cused.

Three cases have been reg-
istered separately against
three suspended defence min-
istry officials — H.C. Pant

“BJP cry rises wit
Tehel

G

Cases

(deputy director), Nagendra
Singh (assistant financial ad-
viser) and P. Sasi (an assis-
tant).

A CBI official suggested
that the bureau could register
more cases as and when more
offences come to the notice of
the sleuths studying the 105
videotapes of nearly 100 hours
duration. The bureau — asked
to investigate the scam after
the Congress-led government
wound up the Phukan com-
mission in October on the
ground that it was not getting
anywhere — had initially de-
clined to register cases based
on a decision of the Cabinet
Commiittee on Political Af-
fairs. It sought a detailed com-
plaint from the government,
listing the offences that it
wanted the CBI to investigate.

The CBI brass is reported
to have finally given in and
register the cases on the basis
of a letter from the depart-
ment of personnel and train-
ing and a note from S.K. Das-
gupta, secretary of the erst-
while Phukan commission.

“This isacontinuationof a
politically motivated act by
the central government. They
wound up a judicial commis-
sion headed by a retired
Supreme Court judge which
was on the verge of submit-
ting its final report and in-
stead preferred an executive
police agency,” BJP spokesper-
son Arun Jaitley said. “Such
motivated acts are con-
demnable but one cannot ex-
pect better from this govern-
ment.”

Jaitly accused the Centre
of taking recourse to filing
cases against her to cover up

its “own misdeeds”. /

07 BEC 2004

THE TELEGRAPH

/7



0 4 DEC 2004

Kalyan volte-face to
Atal, Advam

o

defend

% A\ A\

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, December 3

FORMER UP Chief Minister
Kalyan Singh has claimed that
the charges made by him agai-
nst former Prime Minister A.B.
Vajpayee, party chief L.K. Ad-
vani and M.M. Joshi that they
were part of a “conspiracy” to
demolish the disputed structure
at Ayodhya were made “out of
anger”. Singh made this state-
ment in an affidavit filed before
the Liberhan Commission.

Singh claimed he had made
elaborate security arrangemen-
ts as the chief minister to pro-
tect the disputed structure and
was angered by the NDA gov-
ernment, which told the com-
mission on June 20, 2003, that
the state government failed in
its duty to provide adequate pro-
tection to the structure.

“The statement of the coun-
sel of the Centre was wrong and
badly hurt the deponent. In that
reaction, the deponent might
have said before the media that
there was a conspiracy by Vaj-
payee, Advani and Joshi,” the
affidavit stated. Singh said in
the affidavit that the “deponent
has no knowledge, information
or evidence to support the above
allegations. Actually the state-
ment was made in furious reac-
tion and was not correct”.

Singh also rued that the judi-
ciary had not so far “resolved”
the vexed Ayodhya dispute and
favoured dialogue for an early
and amicable solution to the is-
sue. “It remains a fact that cou-
rts have not been able to resolve
this dispute over so many dec-
ades and the matter continues to
be pending in various courts in
one way or the other.

“I feel had the court verdict
come in reasonable time, it
might have helped in finding a
solution to this problem,” he
said in his affidavit filed before
the panel. He said his party nev-
er treated the temple agitation
as a political or vote bank issue.
“For us it was a cultural and na-
tional issue, one that was asso-
ciated with the nation’s identity,
esteem and confidence.”

| THE HDUSTAN TIMES

%ma return hits

new roadblock

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, December 3

AMID SPECULATION that the
BJP might revoke the suspen-
sion of its firebrand leader, Uma
Bharti, from the party, senior le-
aders today reportedly convey-
ed to party president L.K. Adv-
ani their reservations over with-
drawing the disciplinary action.

Several second-rung leaders,
attacked in a controversial let-
ter purportedly written by Bha-
rti, reportedly met or spoke over
the phone and conveyed to him
their displeasure over the con-
tent of the letter, excerpts of
which appeared in a Hindi mag-
azine yesterday.

Party sources said the decks
were almost cleared for revoca-
tion of the disciplinary action
against her after she expressed
regret for her conduct and hurt-
ing Advani at a key party meet-
ing here on November 10, which
led to her removal as party gen-
eral secretary and suspension
from the primary membership
of the party.

A senior leader said, “This is
an act of severe indiscipline.
How can we work with a per-
son in our team who has tar-
geted almost the entire second
line of leadership?”

The controversial letter had
accused Mahajan of grooming
such people in all state-units of
the party who were working
with the objective of getting
into power and making money.
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litical point that the “new

deal” promised by the Man-
mohan Singh government is a
“raw deal”, the BJP on Wednes-
day took to the streets against the
1 government’s management of
the economy and internal securi-
ty situation. Former Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee and par-
ty president L.K. Advani, wholed
the BJP’s charge, courted arrest
after addressing a well-attended
rally at the Ramlila Maidan in the
capital. The two leaders said the
track record of the Manmohan
Singh government and its inabil-
ity to control the rising prices

I N an attempt to ram in its po-

) Venkaiah Naidu and LK. Advani with A.B. Vajpayee during the BJP rally against
f rising prices in New Delhi on Wednesday. — AP

nly showed that its promise to
provide a new deal for the aam
admi was just hollow.

The two leaders said the gov-
ernment’s fatlure has a lot to do
with political instability. “The
government is not a cohesive
one. Its ministers are feuding in
public. The policies of the govern-
ment can be stable only if the po-
litical situation is stable,” said Mr
Advani. In a no holds barred at-
tack on the government, the BJP
president said the handling of the
internal security situation was
worrying.

“The previous government
had a well-deliberated plan to
contain issues such as insur-
gency. These policies have been
abandoned just because the Con-

B]P rallleS/agamst price rise

gress has a tacit understanding
with outfits like the Ulfa.”

The issue found its echo inside
Parliament when NDA members
staged a walkout in the Lok Sab-
ha on the price rise issue. Raising
the issue during zero hour, BJP
deputy leader Vijay Kumar Mal-
hotra said his party workers were
holding a massive rally in New
Delhi to protest the government’s
“failure” to bring the prices
down. Senior party leaders Mr
Vajpayee and Mr Advani would
take part in the discussion, he
said. “Let there be a discussion
and voting on the issue in the
House and I am sure two-thirds
of the members will vote against
the UPA government which is in
a minority,” Mr Malhotra said /

The Economic TL'imes
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BJP dharna continues,
VHP calls}ymdh today

K&Our Political Bureau

ri/‘ NEW DELHI 21 NOVEMBER @’7“\’ i

Kanchi Shankaracharya, Swami Jayendra

Saraswati entered the second day on Sunday,
as the agitation to press for his release seemed set to
intensify in the coming days. The VHP has called a
nation-wide bandh on Monday. And if the
Shankaracharya’s police custody is extended on
Monday, the BJP and the Sangh parivar will have
no option but to redo their plans.

The issue is likely to figure at the BJP's nation-
al executive meeting, which commences in
Ranchi from November 24. The party sees the is-
sue as an opportunity to build bridges with its
cadre, which has been sore with it for the ideolog-
ical deviations that took place during the six-
year-old NDA regime.

Former Union ministers Murli Manohar Joshi
and Sushma Swaraj led Sunday’s dharna against
the Shankaracharya’s arrest, while his party col-
league Jaswant Singh is expected to hold fort on
Monday on behalf of the party. Former Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee is iikely to attend the con-
cluding ceremony.

BJP general secretary Arun Jaitley, who was
among the leaders who undertook the dharna, told
reporters that they had taken strong exception to
the manner in which the Kanchi seer was taken
into custody by the Tamil Nadu government.
Speaking on the occasion, Uttar Pradesh Urdu
Committee chairman S. Khan said the country was

THE JP’s dharna against the arrest of the )

53

religious but not communal and the treatme RivTHm Divine: BJP president LK. Advani delivers a
meted out to Shankaracharya was an insult to.the speech during a rally in New Delhi on Sunday to
religious sentiments of the people. protest against the arrest of the Shankaracharya. — A}_V/
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~Uma ready to, t0,2

NEW DELHI Nov. 18. — MISS
Uma Bharati is ready to apologise
to the BJP president, Mr LK
Advani. Residing in a
Himalayan retreat after
her recent suspension
from .the BJP, Miss
Bharati wrote to Mr
Advani expressing regret
for hurting his feelings.

The BJP released the |
letter at its national
headquarters today indi-
cating that Miss Bharati’s return
to the party isn’t yet ruled out. She
has reportedly written a similar
letter to Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee.
However, the firebrand sanyasin
also urged Mr Advani to-look into
the issue of off-the-record briefin-
gs by some BJP leaders.

1.9 NNV 20NA

Clalmm at the 13\! s ralsed

at the party meetmg on 10
November were very important,

. Miss Bharati wrote: “On
i introspection it will be
| clear that a matter of
political importance has
been turned into an issue

of indiscipline... You will
recall that I didn’t refer
to anybody’s personal
life but rather expressed -
my views.’

On the possibility of revoking
her suspension, Miss Bharati said
both the party’s will and her indi-
vidual stand will matter in' this
regard.

The BJP leadership has decided
to maintain silence on the letter at
the present moment. — SNS

THE STATESMAN
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Uma Bharti, suspended from the BJP on
Wednesday for six years, leaves the
residence of party president L.K. Advani
after a meeting on Thursday night. Uma
also met former PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

PTI

OIS

Uma, BJP1np

HTC & Agencies
New Delhi, November 11

A DAY after defying LK.
Advani in full glare of TV
cameras and daring him to
punish her for “indisci-
pline”, Uma Bharti today
was in a philosophical
mood, and apparently
ready for a patch-up, with
“well-wishers” on both
sides, including the RSS,
working to find a rap-
prochement recipe.

The firebrand sanyasin
said late in the evening that
she was leaving for Kedar-
nath in the Himalayas on a
“spiritual voyage”. But be-
fore that she met A.B. Vaj-
payee and Advani to ex-
plain her conduct at yester-
day’s stormy meeting. She
hadn’t done anything to in-
vite disciplinary action,
she had only made some
emotional remarks, Bharti

7o
told both leaders. v

She spent 45-minutes
meeting Vajpayee and was
with Advani for about 50
minutes. “I had soup with
Advaniji and dinner at
Atalji’s residence,” she
told reporters afterwards.

Before meeting the two
leaders, she released to the
media a letter addressed to
Advani, in which she said,
“I tried to find out the ele-
ment of indiscipline in my
action yesterday, but found
none...Your decision will
influence neither the con-
dition nor the direction of
my life, because I am with
the poor people of the
country”.

Asked what Advani’s re-
sponse was, she said: “You
should ask this question to
him.” She refused to dis-
close the contents of her
discussion with Vajpayee.
Earlier, she spent almost

eace bid

AL

the wholp day at home
when former BJP ideo-
logue Govindacharya paid
her a visit. Her other visi-
tors included the all-India
convener of the Swadeshi
Jagran Manch, Murlidhar
Rao. Sources said a senior
BJP leader close to Advani
had spoken to her over the
phone during the day.

The BJP  strained
through the day to estab-

“lish that Bharti had not

been served any show-
cause notice. General sec-
retary Arun Jaitley wenta
step further, saying Bharti
hadn’t been suspended for
six years — the suspension
had no timeframe.

At the daily briefing at
the BJP headquarters, he
parried all questions on
the chances of the suspen-
sion being revoked. “These
are hypothetical ques-
tions,” he said.

12 NOV 2000 1y HpUSTAN TIVES
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Uma demohshes BJP

'5/\

Suspensmn follows
revolt, RSS steps in

RADHIKA RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, Nov. 10: Uma’s
wrath today burned the

BJP’s vaunted body of dis-
cipline to a skeleton — in
full glare of cameras.

The rebellion that chal-
lenged the authority of BJP
president L.K. Advani forced
the party to suspend Uma
Bharti “till further action”.

Uma, who has been locked
in awar of nerves with several
senior leaders, accused some
colleagues of spreading sto-
ries to “lower my prestige”
and demanded a discussion at
a meeting of the party’s cen-
tral office-bearers. When Ad-
vani refused, she walked out,
saying: “I want you to take dis-
ciplinary action against me.”

As she headed straight to
the RSS headquarters, the BJP
announced that the firebrand
sanyasin had been stispended.

Uma was closeted with
general secretary Madan Das
Devi for nearly two hours. Al-
though the RSS refused to
comment, it is reliably learnt
that the Sangh counselled the
BJP to reconsider. Uma had
emerged as a front-ranking
leader of potential, it argued.

Sources said if she apologi-
ses, the suspension may be re-
voked but a “longish cooling-
off” period would be required.
Uma was seen shopping near
Connaught Place soon after
she left the RSS office.

The suspension followed

days of dithering after Uma
started a campaign for the
ouster of general secretary
Pramod Mahajan, indirectly
referring to him as “power-
broker”, and earlier against
M. Venkaiah Naidu.

Barring one office-bearer
closely associated with Uma
in the Madhya Pradesh elec-
tions and who, sources al-
leged, wanted to “put down”
Mahajan through her, the rest
of the BJP felt Advani should
take action against her if he
has to retain his authority.

Matters came to a head
when Uma allegedly bad-
mouthed even Advani before
some mediapersons.

Last night, at a dinner hos-
ted hy Advani for party veter-
an J.P. Mathur, the dominant
mood was that Uma should be
“fixed” at the morning meet-
ing. Her lone sympathiser sen-
sed the mapd and reportedly
distanced himself from her.

To rub in the message that
Advani would not brook “in-
discipline”, an unprecedented
decision was taken to allow li-
ve telecast of his address. The

Why the BJP is not
pushing Uma too hard,
Page 6

How Uma’s home
deserted her, Page 6
What the Congress

feels, Pﬁg&ﬁ”

practice so far has been to bar
the media from all meetings
except the national council.

“We wanted to show the
world that Advani will not tol-
erate nonsense from anyone,”
asource said.

The calculation backfired.
“There is a limit to how much
departure from discipline can
be tolerated. Party leaders nei-
ther talk to me nor each other
but only through the media.
Why don’t you talk to us? Qur
heads hang in shame that we
are always in the news for the
wrong reasons,” the party ch-
ief said in his opening speech.

Advani referred to individ-
uals — an extraordinary step
in the BJP. “Workers ask us
what are Uma Bharti, Shah-
nawaz Hussain and (Mukhtar
Abbas) Naqvi saying? I have
no answer. It appears as thou-
gh the BJP only revolves aro-
und these three persons.”

Uma toek on Advani. “The-
re are four-five people in this
hall who do off-the-record
briefings which appear as
headlines and there are people
who cannot do this. So we are
forced to defend our honour by
being compelled to speak on
record and that is being brand-
ed as indiscipline.”

Advani said: “I have said
this matter is being closed.
Closed means closed for all.”

But Uma protested: “No, I
am sorry, Advaniji. I want to
discuss it here.” Then she
walked out.
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BJP central office-bearers’ meeting
starts amid a dlsplay of camaraderie

Tough times do not last,

tough men do. There is a

limit to how much departure
from discipline can

be tolerated

Party warkers ask us about
Uma Bharti, Shahnawaz
Hussain and Naqvi, what are

they saying? 1 have no
answer to their query

BEFORE

brlefings {against M
and there are
who cannot do this. So
we are forced to
protect our honour by
speaking on record

Advani, Vajpayee and Jaswant on the dais. Uma sits
next to Venkaiah and Rajnath. Allowed in for the first time
to cover Advani’s opening address, here’s what the

media found inside

Closed means closed'
for all

No, I am sorry,
Advaniji. I want to
discuss it here. | want
you to take disciplinary
action against me

Asmiling. Uma comes out of the RSS headquarters — her
first port of call after the walkout

a6 This

pride

Senior party
activists and
ordinary
party
workers
should
maintain

discipline §§
A.B. Vajpayee
auated lzy Arun Jaitle y

came fora

' meeting and

has left. We

ave nothing

to say rignt

now

Ram Madhav

RSS spokesman

reminds us
of what had
happened
to Draupadi in
Mahabharata ’,

Girija Vyas
Congress media cell

“ Koi na raha
rowan wala

" Lanka after
the slaying of

Ravan) y ’

Laloo Prasad Yadav



/" BJP vs BJP+"

\\ Tantrums should lead ) A Q
W to two parties g\

The BJP seems to have accepted the suggestion, made in
these columns on November 9, to split into two parties
to capture moderate as well as Hindutva votes. What
else explains the explosion of pique at the meeting of
party honchos — a meeting that ended with a six-year
suspension of Uma Bharti for speaking her mind to
BJP president L K Advani? Bharti believes that
politicians with little popular support, operating
from comfortable Rajya Sabha perches, have too much
influence within the party She is correct. Recent
results show that the BJP fares better on television

1 debates than in real life elections. But Uma’s diagnosis
covers only part of what is wrong, now spectacularly
so, with the party. Put simply, the BJP lacks a vision
to rule a country of India’s diversity Driven by a
sectarian ideology that dates back to 1925 and having
grown under the impetus of a 15-year-old movement to
topple mosques and build temples in their place, it is
now groping for a political idiom that suits modern
India’s breakneck explosion of ambition and aspiration.
Can yesterday’s charioteer Advani and his prime time
colleagues turn the BJP into a party that survives and
grows in today’s India?

Today’s rift shows that hardliners like Bharti,
organisations like the VHP and many in the RSS are
prepared for a showdown with the kinder-gentler BJP
that Vajpayee tried to build and Advani inherited.
Clearly, many within the sangh parivar don’t care
much for this direction. So, without the glue of power to
hold it together, the BJP is likely to crack up along
ideological lines. That shouldn’t surprise Indians who’re
used to the spectacle of party splits: the Communists
in 1964 and 1967, the Congress in 1969 and 1977 and the
Lohiaite socialists in a constant ferment of alignment
and separation. The BJP was supposed to be immune
to all this, but now the natural order of things is
starting to take over. If Uma’s revolt leads to the
creation of another BJP, it will be interesting to watch
which of the two will survive and grow. Typically,
the more conservative, moderate factions tend to
do worse than the radical splinter: The breakaway
CPM is a far bigger party than the CPI; Indira’s
radical stuff trounced her rivals’ conservative politics
after the 1969 split. Will an Uma-VHP party drive the
‘other’ BJP into oblivion? //
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'Gaur grins as Uma gets the boot’

By Suchandana Gupta/TNN

Bhopal: As news of party ac-
tion against Uma Bharti
spread like wildfire in the
Madhya Pradesh capital, the
sanyasin’s most trusted aides
queued up at sitting chief
minister Babulal Gaur’s resi-
dence for Diwali lunch. Gaur
offered Uma’s men besan ka
ladoo. After serving three
months in office, the chief
minister was free from the
Uma Bharti shackles.

By evening, the state gov-
ernment issued an official re-
lease claiming that chief min-
ister Babulal Gaur and 15 state
ministers, including names of
Uma Bharti’s most faithful fol-
lowers and members of her
cabinet, had supported the
party’s disciplinary action
against her. Names of cabinet
ministers supporting the high
command’s decision were
Kailash Vijayavargiya, Gopal
Bhargav, Dhal Singh Bisen, Vi-

jay Shah, Harnam Singh
Rathod, Kailash Chawla,
Narendra Singh  Tomar,

Jayant Malaiya and half a
dozen other ministers.

Gaur was extraordinarily §
chirpy and visibly relieved |
during the Diwalilunch in his
official residence. He had in-
vited the media and members
of his cabinet. Forcing a smile
on his face and helping him-
self to ladoo, a senior minis-
ter who also figured in the
Uma Bharti cabinet quoted
the scriptures: “Triya char-
itram, purushaya bhagyam.
Devo na jana to Kkuto
manusya? (Even God failed to
know the fate of a man and
the character of a woman. So |-
who are we mortals?)”

Surprisingly, no one was
shocked with either Uma
Bharti’s behaviour at the par-
ty meeting in New Delhi or
the subsequent fallout of it.
Chief minister Gaur said:
“Ko kiya hai, uuska phal mila
hai. Aur kendriya netritya ne
thik kiya hai (This is the result of her
deeds. The central leadership is right
to have suspended her).

Speaking to TOI, a senior state cabi-
net minister known to have been close
to Uma Bharti said: “The immense two-
thirds victory of the BJP in Madhya
Pradesh got into her head. She lost her
balance after that. It is true, she worked
very hard and the results were histori-
cal but she became too big for her
boots. She listened to no one except for
a handful of her selected advisors

14 NOV 2004

trol her whimsical tantrums.”

Another minister joined in: “She is
utterly childish. Thinks politics is a
game of village gilli-danda. You either
play by her rules or she walks out.
What happened today to LK Advani
had happened way back in 1992 to for-
mer chief minister Sundarlal Patwa.
There was a bomb explosion in Bhar-
ti’s house in Tikamgarh after which a
case was registered against her broth-
er Swami Lodhi.

5B

Uma Bharti (left) shares a lighter moment with Venkaiah Naidu while

Jaswant Singh looks on before the start of the meeting in New Delhi on
Wednesday. An image from a TV channel shows Uma making her point
loud and clear. (Below) A relaxed Uma after meeting the RSS top brass

Uma will have her say

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: BJP rebel-leader Uma
Bharti will be given an opportu-
nity to submit her arguments be-
fore the disciplinary committee of
the party formally expels her
from the party for six years.

Disciplinary committee chair-
man and senior BJP leader Ram
Naik, who spoke at length on
Bharati’s act of defiance, admit-
ted that overall discipline in his
party had plunged.

In the case of Bharti, the usual
practice of issuing a showcause
notice to her was unnecessary
since her rude behaviour had been
seen by the whole nation on news
TV channels, Naik told a press
conference here on Wednesday.

Lamenting the incident of
Bharti storming out of the BJP
meeting held in Delhi, Naik said it
was not the first time the party
had taken disciplinary action
against senior leaders of the party.
Bal Raj Madhok, then Jan Sangh
president, had been expelled from
the party four decades ago when
he started criticising the party
The Jan Sangh did not suffer due

to his expulsion, he added.

“The silver lining is that every
BJP worker accepts that discipline
is essential for the well being of the
party” he added. Naik, who heads
the five-member disciplinary com-
mittee, did not indicate when it
would be meeting to consider the
case of Bharti and others.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 7 NOVEMBER

HE infighting within BJP
T just refuses to come toan

end. Former Union min-
ister Syed Shahnawaz Hussain,
who owes his rise in the saffron
outfit to former Madhya
Pradesh chief minister Uma
Bharti, hit out at the other
prominent Muslim face in the
party, Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi,
for his anti-Uma remarks.

In a season marked by a vir-
tual free-for-all
among BJP's sec-
ond generation
leaders, this deliv-
ered a serious
blow to BJP presi-
dent LK. Advani’s
attempts to inject
some semblance
of order and disci-
pline into a badly-

Mr  Hussain
questioned the party vice-pres-
ident’slocus-standi in criticising
MsBharti. With the intra-party
skirmishes showing no signs of
ebbing, Mr Advani will have
his hands full when he
chairs the first meeting of his
full team of office-bearers on
Wednesday.

The fire that is raging within
the party threatens to consume
the entire Madhya Pradesh
unit, where former Union min-
ister Sumitra Mahajan and two
MLAs have raised a banner of

'Hussain-Naqvi
fight rattles BJP

revolt against the decision to al-
locate the ticket for the mayoral
elections in Indore to Ms Bhar-
ti's candidate.

One of the senior-most lead-
ers of the BJP, Ms Mahajan, a
six-term MP from Indore, met
Mr Advani here on Sunday
night to apprise him of her
grievances. The party’s central
leadership now seems to work-
ing on a compromise formula.

While Ms Mahajan and her
group may be won over, the
unpredictable Ms Bharti is a dif-

3 ficult nut to crack.
Having single-
handedly man-
aged to puncture
the euphoria grip-
ping the party fol-
lowing the Advani
takeover, she has
now fielded Mr
Hussain to cut
Mr Naqvi down

fragmented party. HUSSAIN: BATTLEGROUND tosize.

“Mr Nagvi is
not the spokesperson of the par-
ty. Whatever he has said is his
personal view,” the former
Union minister said, indicating
that the party did not endorse
Mr Naqvi’s views. For Mr Hus-
sain, it's pay-back time. A loyal-
ist of the mercurial, short-tem-
pered BJP leader, he was allot-
ted the party ticket from
Kishanganj for the first time in
1998, but was defeated by RJD’s
Mohd Taslimuddin, who's now
a minister in the Manmohan
Singh government.

/A
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RADHIKA RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, Nov. 5: The Sangh
parivar came under siege
from within today with pres-
sure mounting on LK. Advani
to act against a rebellious
Uma Bharti and a restive VHP
boycotting an RSS enclave for
the first time.

Citing Advani’s presence
and his reluctance to get the
Ayodhya agenda back on
board, top VHP leaders stayed
away from the RSS national
executive in Hardwar.

The VHP’s Ashok Singhal,
Praveen Togadia and Giriraj
Kishore did not show up
though they were in Hardwar
performing a ceremony for
Hindutva’s resurgence.

Advani said he was un-

@P arivar at

aware why t@HP’s repre-
sentatives stayed away. RSS
spokesperson Ram Madhav
said; “These are all family ma-
tters. They will be sorted out.”

Before the family feud
spilled out in the open in Hard-
war, another gauntlet aimed
at Advani was thrown down
in Delhi.

A few hours after the BJP
sought to buy peace with
Uma by making her a general
secretary yesterday, the san-
yasin stunned the party by
calling a senior colleague
names during television inter-
views.

She spoke of a “satta ka
dalal” (power broker) in the
BJP without naming him.
But when reporters asked if
she referred to fellow general

secretary Pramod Mahajan,
she just smiled.

A section of the party saw
in her swipe a “bigger game
plan” that envisaged a larger
role for the RSS in the weak-
ened BJP and decided to
strike back.

BJP vice-president Muk-
htar Abbas Naqvi, a confidant
of former party president M.
Venkaiah Naidu, suggested
that disciplinary action must
be taken against Uma. “Any
public criticism of a colleague
by any leader is not in the spir-
it of discipline that Advani
has emphasised,” he said.

Sources said Nagvi, who
ceased to be a spokesperson,
could not have made the com-
ment without a go-ahead from
the top leadership. In public,

B NOV 2000 YHE TELEGRAPH

war tests Advani

however, Advani underplayed
the episode, saying: “I will ask
her what she actually said.”

BJP sources said they are
“convinced” that Uma had
been egged on by “powerful”
backers in the RSS, VHP
and the Swadeshi Jagran
Manch. They expressed the
fear that if the “overarching
influence” of the three was
not curbed by Advani, there
would be a “revolt”.

The sources said Uma ac-
cepted the general secretary’s
post only after her demands
relating to Madhya Pradesh
were met. One of the terms —
making her nominee the In-
dore mayor — prompted the
resignation of Sumitra Maha-
jan as MP. But she sent the let-
ter to Advani, not the Speaker.
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~“Stand firm on Hindutva’

Nov. 1. — Mr Atal Behari Vaj-
payee and Mr LK Advani
drove down to the RSS head-
quarters today to meet senior
RSS leaders and discuss ways
to recreate the past magic. The
RSS told them point blank that
the BJP must stand firm on
Hindutva issues and try to cre-
ate a new leader from among
those who were committed to
ideology and untouched by al-
lurements of power.

While the meeting intended
to smooth ruffled feathers be-
tween the BJP and other out-
fits of the Sangh Parivar, it al-
so wished to send a clear signal
to everyone outside the BJP
that the party was not apolo-
getic about its RSS roots.

That the JD-U was the only
one of the allies which had
problems with this was also
discussed but they felt the par-
ty would not leave the NDA.
Other allies such as the Shiv
Sena, Shiromani Akali Dal
and Biju Janata Dal had no
problems with the BJP or its
ideology, they felt. Therefore,
the party could take the hard-
line course, the RSS reported-
ly advised the two BJP leaders.

Today’s meeting was a signal
for a truce since it was after a
long time that the top BJP
leaders went to the RSS head-
quarters. Mr Mohan Bhagwat,
Mr HV Seshadri, Mr Madan
Das and Mr Ram Madhav
represented the RSS.

2 NOV 2004

Mr LK Advani enters the RSS office in New Delhi on Monday. — PTI

»
 Ditch BJP says (PM

NEW DELHL, Nov. 1. — The CPI-M today reached out to NDA parin-
ors, including Telugu Desam, Trinamul Congress and JD-U, asking
them 1o ditch the “communal BJP” and return to secular ways. Spea-
king to reporters today, CPI-M general secretary Mr HS Surjeet, said:
“These parties must realise that an alliance with BJP means an allian-
ce with the Sangh Parivar and their communal agenda. They know the
BJP is an slectoral liability for them” Mr Prakash Karat said: “if they
(BJP allies) don't (part ways), it will destroy their credibility”. — SNS

A strong indication that the
RSS may chide the BJP but not
abandon it was clear when the
organisation extended an invi-
tation to Mr Advani to attend

its national executive in Hard-
war from Friday. Both Mr Ad-
vani and BJP general secretary
(organisation) Mr Sanjay Joshi

will attend the meeting. /

THE STATEBMAN



P

JD(U) wants

BJPtoclear
v stand on%\ \y

Ayodhya issue
Our Political Bureau

WITH elections to the Bihar and
Jharkhand state Assemblies less
than three months away, the
Janata Dal (United) or JD(U) on
Sunday sought to reclaim some
‘secular” ground by calling for a
meeting of the NDA to seek clar-
ifications from the BJP for reviv-
ing its Ayodhya plank.

A resolution passed towards
the end of its national executive
meeting in Ranchi on Sunday
made it clear that the JD(U) re-
mained committed to the secu-
lar ideals, and that its alliance
with the BJP was predicated on
the condition that the latter
would not rake up the three
contentious issues — its de-
mand for the abrogation of Arti-
cle 370, implementation of a
uniform civil code, besides the
construction of the Ram Temple
at Ayodhya — that formed the
core of its ideological plank.

The party’s demand for an

. NDA coordination committee
' meeting to seek explanation
. from the BJP for raking up the

Ayodhya issue at this juncture,
political observers feel, was more
in the nature of posturing than a

- real threat to re-think its ties with

the saffron outfit. It was meant as
much as a clear signal to the
Muslims, who form some 13%
of the total electorate in the poll-
bound state of Bihar, that it re-
mained wedded to the secular
ideals as a means to assuage the
hardliners within the JD(U)
who've been dlamouring for sev-
ering all ties with the BJP.

While it’d be too simplistic to
assume that the members of the
minority community, who re-
main steadfast in their loyalty to-

| wards Lalu Prasad Yadav's RJD,

are going to be swayed by the lat-
est overtures from the JD(U),
George Fernandes and his camp-
followers hope to soften them up
by reiterating their “secular” cre-
dentials. “The recent statement
of the BJP leadership on Ayod-
hya has created uncalled for con-
troversies and feeling in the
minds of the people and, particu-
larly, in the minds of the political
activists that the BJP is charting
its own course with Hindutva as
its driving force,” the JD(U) reso-
lution said. “In the circum-
stances, we'll seek an immediate
meeting of the NDA for this pur-
pose to clarify all the related is-
sues,” the statement added.

Observing that the NDA
agenda was one for a change in
governance and to pursue eco-
nomic and social policies, the
resolution added that the al-
liance was launched by putting
aside contentious issues such as
the Ayodhya dispute to pre-
serve secular values.
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"Uma spurns post,

Shekhar Iyer 3/
New Delhi, October 30

BJP CHIEF L.K. Advani suf-
fered a setback of sorts today as
he announced a new team of of-
fice-bearers and sought to pres-
ent a friction-free organisation
under his dispensation. Uma
Bharti declined to accept the
post of general secretary, seek-
ing first a clear-cut role for her-
self in Madhya Pradesh.

Bharti’s refusal came just
before the list of office-bearers
was to be released on Saturday,
forcing a last-minute change.
Advani decided to keep the
post of one general secretary
vacant.

Bharti has been upset by the
high command’s decision not to
reinstate her as the chief min-
ster of Madhya Pradesh, a post
she had to quit after the Kar-
nataka government revived a
riot case against her. She was
subsequently acquitted in the
case but her successor, Babulal

: Mf\

Advani (top) and Uma Bharti

Gaur, stayed in the post.

Bharti told Advani and inter-
locutors, including Arun Jait-
ley, that she needed to return to
Madhya Pradesh, her home
state. She could not be kept out
of the state where she had
worked so hard to fashion a

jolt§ﬂ Advam

landslide victory for the BJP 10
months ago, she argued.

Bharti had recently had a bit-
ter fight with Venkaiah Naidu,
who resigned as the party presi-
dent before Advani took charge.
She also wants a say in the run-
ning of affairs in the Madhya
Pradesh government through
an organisational arrangement.

Her supporters, however, said
Bharti declined the party post
because her request that Pramod
Mahajan be dropped as BJP gen-
eral secretary was not accepted
by Advani. Bharti will return to
the Himalayas soon, they said, to
resume her sabbatical, which
was cut short after Advani be-
came BJP president and sum-
moned her to New Delhi.

Advani has retained all the
previous general secretaries —
Jaitley, Rajnath Singh, Shivraj
Singh Chauhan, Sanjay Joshi
and Mahajan. The only new
face is former Union minister
Ananth Kumar, who quit as the
Karnataka BJP chief.
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NEW DELHI, Oct. 30. —
Infighting within the second gener-
ation of BJP leadership came to the
fore on Saturday when party presi-
dent Mr LK Advani’s attempt at a
revamp suffered a jolt as Miss Uma
Bharati opted out of the team
protesting against the inclusion of
Mr Pramod Mahajan in the list of
general secretaries.

Sources said Miss Bharati told
Mr Advani this morning that she
would not be part of the general
secretaries’ team since her princi-
pal “baiter”, Mr Mahajan, was
inducted as a general secretary.

A party leader said:“What message
does the party intend to send to the
rank and file by including a person
who had worked against her
Tiranga Yatra.” Party general sec-
retary Mr Arun Jaitley, however,
denied that Miss Bharati opposed

il 2

Mr Mahajan’s continuation as a
general secretary. “It was Mr
Advani’s prerogative to pick a team
of his choice and he had done so
after due consultations,” he said.
Miss Bharati could not be contact-
ed for comment.

The party grapevine said Mr
Advani had plans to make Mr
Mahajan the  vice-president.
However, intervention by Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee, saved the day for
Mr Mahajan.

Mr Advani’s team does not reflect
any serious thinking on a party
revamp. Mr Ananth Kumar, a
Brahmin, has been brought to
Delhi as a general secretary. Five
of the six general secretaries
belong to the upper castes of which
four — Mr Jaitley, Mr Mahajan,
Mr Sanjay Joshi and Mr Ananth
Kumar — are Brahmins. Mr
Rajnath Singh is a Thakur. Mr
Shivraj Singh Chauhan is the only
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anyasin sore with Mahajan'’s inclusion in BJP brass

Uma opts out of
Advani team < v

one from backward caste. The post
of the seventh general secretary is
left vacant.

All the seven vice-presidents
under Mr Venkaiah Naidu have
been left untouched. Mr Kishan
Singh Sangwan, who was secretary
earlier, has been made the eighth
vice-president. Mr  Bandaru
Dattatreya, Mr Om Mathur and
Mr Hari Babu have been made new
secretaries. Mr  Sudheendra
Kulkarni, who has been function-
ing as secretary to the party presi-
dent, has been formally brought
into the party organisation as a
secretary. Mr Ved Prakash Goyal
made a comeback as treasurer.

Notable first timers in the nation-
al executive are Mrs Najma
Heptullah, Mr Varun Gandhi and
My Vijai Kapoor. Mr Arif
Mohammad Khan has been made a
special invitee.

Another report on page 11 yd
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7 Party Says Veto-Wielding Left Will Give Salaried People Taxing Times -

o pol

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 27 OCTOBER

IN an attempt to regain its

BJP C%rs

hold over the middle class,

the biggest backers of its past

electoral projects, the BJP on
Wednesday said the “policy

chaosand veto-holding Commu- |

[ ch &

nists” will hurt the interests of the
salaried and the middle class.

Launching a major offensive
on the government, the political
resolution  adopted at the
BJP’s national council said the
UPA government has disrupted
growth momentum in  the
economy. “Interest rates, which
had dipped to record lows during
the NDA rule, have risen. If
not corrected, these will push
many sectors like housing, auto,
construction and manufacturing
into recession.”

Attempting to exploit the
growing anxieties of the middle
class, it said the low deposit rates
will hurt the muterests of vast sec-
tions. “The abrupt withdrawal of
tax-free saving scheroes and re-
duction in tax benefits have fur-
ther eroded their incomes. As a
result, it has become a losing
proposition for the middle classes
to put their hard-earned savings
in bank deposits.”

The BJP, which saw the policy
drift as a price that the Congress
was paying for the support of
the Left, said the ruling party has
allowed the Lefi to backseat
driving. “They are arrogantly
using their veto card on practical-
ly every important economic
policy or decision of the govern-
ment. This has not only under-
mined the prestige of the govern-
ment but also vitiated the invest-
ment climate.”

Inn his address to the national
executive, former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee also dwelt
on the theme and said the stabili-

ty inpolitics alone can ensure sta-
bility in policy. “When we were
running a coalition government,
there was more cohesion. But
what is on display is quite dis-

B
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New team on Oct 30

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHE 27 OCTOBER

P president LK. Advani willannounce his new team on Oc-

tober 30. The party president has convened another meeting
on Thursday at Atal Behari Vajpayee’s residence on Thursday, to
discuss the composition of the team. The meeting will be attended
by M. Venkaiah Naidu and Jaswant Singh.

| Anemissary of Mr Advani, who called on the RSS on Wednes-
day 10 know their preferences, was told about the Sangh's reser-
vation over the inclusion of Pramod Mahajan as a general secre-
tarv. Though Mr Advani is keen on having Mr Mahajan in his
teany, he cannot be unmindful of the Sangh's views on the matter.

Greer Expecranons: BIP president LK. Advani with party workers in New Delhi on Wednesday. ~ PT!

tressing,” Mr Vajpayee said,
adding that cacophony over poli-
cies will harm the country in the
short, medium and long run.

On the security front, too, the

RJP hit out at the UPA govermn-
ment for lowering its guard. It
said the situation in Jammu and
Kashmir has worsened in the
past few months.

“The BIPis concerned that the
momentum for peace and nor-
malcy in J&K, which had picked
up during the NDA, has run
aground. The fast five months
have witnessed four assassina-
tion attempts on the chief minis-
ter .... Only three days ago, Na-
tional Conference presiden-
tOmar Abdullah and former
chief minister Farooq Abduliah
survived terrorist attack. 51 polit-
ical activists have been assassinat-
ed by terrorists so far this year,”
the resolution pointed out. BJP
asked the government not 10

overlook the terror campaign by }

the Maoists in Nepal.

QOur Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 27 QCTOBER

message to the leadershipand the

cadre. Mr Advani, who laid

a roadmap for the party’s revival
— a mixture of ideological fideli-

ty, organisational rigour

commitment 1o dean politics —
at the BJP's National Council
here on Wednesday, said political
conduct of BJP Jeaders was cru-
cial for regaining the party’s nu-

mero uno status.

Addressing the mecting alter

his formal election as the
president, Mr Advani said

BIP's claim of being a party with a
difference will be lacking in cred-

rae

vani takes BJP on moral r

=§ IND your manners and
morals, was BJP presi-
dent [.K. Advani’s

i

|

|

peundt e
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Mr Advani, while reassessing
the policy paradigm of the gov-
ernment led by the BIP, said the
government would not atford to

ibility if the party allowedWsome party functionaries during
aggrandising Congress culture to  the time the BJP was in power at
¢at into its vitality. Promising 1o the Centre. There have been
join the efforts to cleanse politics, charges of arrogance, aloofness,
he added that the BJP would pull  cronyism, overdependence on
oui all stops to change the irmage  money power and even corrup-
of the “ugly politician.” tion,” he said. He added that this

Mr Advani reminded party sort of conduct would only bol-
Jeaders that unlike other forma-  ster publiccynicismand reinforce
Gons, the “heart and soul” of the  the prevailing view that the
BJP was its activist. “It is he who  country was being dragged down
works tirelessly for the party by the self-seeking, greedy politi-
through times good and bad. 1tis ~ cian. The address of the party
the party worker who connects president also saw the BJP con-
to the ordinary voter.” However,  ceding a disconnect in the NDAs
he said, the party leadership bad ~ polidesand the need for calibrat-
not been responsive to the con-  ed strategies. “Good governance
cerns of the party worker. in a country as large and diverse

“Qver the last few months, 1 as India does not generate a uni-
veceived  innumerable  com-  formefiect. In focusing on the big
plaints from grassroots workers  picture, we were guilty of over-
about the behaviour and style of  looking some details.”

times. “We weren’t sufficiently
attentive to the human costs of
rapid change. In making india
globally competitive, we fefl
short of providing an adequate

out

and

technology and the market. In
seeking to ride the crest of
change we offended those who
felt left out by it. They were un-
moved by our assertion that In-
dia is shining. We have paid a
heavy price for our failings,” he
added, while promising to un-
dertake corrective measures.

BJP
the
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Great Indian Middle Class

Boss wants
party to give
temple tussle
wider berth

~ Our fglitical Bureau
NEW DELRI 27 OCTOBER

EVEN as BJP president LK.
Advani on Wednesday once
again put on record the contri-
bution of the Ayodhya issue in
catapulting the BJP from the
fringe to the centre of the polit-
ical stage, he conceded that the

dhya the most potent mass
movement has changed”.

Mr Advani, whose politica)
Hindutva propelled the BIP
into a position of political dom-
inance, also used the opportu-
nity 1o drive home the point
about the need to blend the
BJIP's ideological distinctive-

{ ness with pragmatic politics.

But at the same time he ad-

: mitted that the BJPhad to pay
 a price for s failings to match
i the expectations of the faith-

ful. “In the course of the BIP's
voyage, we aroused many ex-
pectations, some extremely
emotive. We were unable to
fulfil some of these. The con-

¢ struction of the Rain temple

was one such issue,” he said.

Mr Advani calted upon the
cadre to see the temple move-
ment in a larger context as it
extends beyond the Ramiem-
ple. “It has ensured that Hin-
dus can no longer be either
taken for granted or their sen-
timents blatantly disregard-
ed....The nation eagerly looks
forward 10 the day the

fmakeshift temple is replaced

by a structure bencfiting the
greatness of Lord Ram. At the
same time, we must be candid
enough 10 recognise that the

ignore the concerns of those who
felt troubled by the changing :

Hindu anger that exploded on
the streets in the early 905 has
given way to a patient wait for
the new temiple whose con-

“environment that made Ayo- |

struction is, I feel, inevitable,”

Mr Advani said.
The BJPpresident, whodis-

agreed with the in-house crit-
icism that the party has moved
away from ts core beliets, said

these fears are unfounded.

cushion to communities that
were overwhelmed by both i

According to him, political
parties fashion their political
priorities of the day by other
considerations, afl of which
needed “a context” 10 be
transformed itto a lavger is-
sue. In the eightics, he said,
the context tor the birth of the

ment was provided by the
Congress in the form of its

+ vote bank pofitics and pseudo-

| gécularpolicics.

Ram Janmabhoomi move-



~‘PERMANENT SOLUTION POSSIBLE’

Temple back
on BJP

NEW DELHI, Oct. 27. — In a clear sig-
nal to RSS hardliners and the rank and
file of the Sangh Parivar that the BJP was
not losing its ideological focus, party vet-
eran Mr LK Advani today asserted the
primacy of the Ram Mandir in the party’s
scheme of things and made a commit-
ment to construct a grand temple at the
site of the makeshift one in Ayodhya.

Thousands of members of the BJP’s
national council who had gathered to
mark Mr Advani’s formally assuming the
office of party president for three years,
raised slogans such as “Jai Shri Ram,”
“Ram Lalla, hum ayenge, mandir wahin
banayenge,” “Jo Hindu hit ki baat karega
wohi Bharat pe raj karega” and “Garv se
kaho hum Hindu hain.”

The growth of the BJP was a clear indi-
cation of the national will that there sho-
uld be a grand Ram Temple at the site of
the makeshift one, Mr Advani said. Cror-
es of people wanted a Ram Temple to be
built there, he asserted. The construction
would have begun if the Vajpayee govern-
ment had returned to power, Mr Advani
said. Those who were negotiating a solu-
tion were wary of coming out openly
before the Lok Sabha polls, he said. “On
the basis of talks then, I can say that a
permanent solution through negotiation
between the two communities is still pos-
sible. We have not lost hope.” The only
other option was through the courts,
which has lingered on since 1949, he said.

Mr Advani described the Ram Janambh-
oomi movement as a defining landmark.
“T've little hesitation in saying, it was our
participation in this movement of Hindu
resurgence that fired the people’s imagina-
tion and catapulted the party to national
prominence.” He conceded it was political-
ly awkward for the BJP that “much of the

THE STATESMAN
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Mr Advani at the BJP meet on Wednesday. — AFP

Hard times for nation: Atal

NEW DELHI, Oct. 27. — Mr Atal Behari Vajpa-
yee today said the country was passing
through difficult times and urged the BJP's
rank and file to work unitedly for the nation’s
stability and progress. He attacked the UPA for
bringing about instability through reports of
differences on every other issue. The 24-party
NDA coalition was based on trust and evoked
confidence but the trust was missing in the
UPA, he said at the BJP's national council
meeting. — SNS

Details on page 4

impatience was articulated by organisatio-
ns we regard as fraternal. The dissension
fostered an impression of ideological disu-
nity and confused our traditional supporte-
1s.” Mr Advani clarified that the BJP shou-
1d not be apologetic about that ideology
which he tried to redefine as “nation first,
cultural nationalism and integral humani-
sm”., Warning party leaders and MPs, he
said they must not get themselves identi-
fied with the image of a “dirty politician”.
He said the UPA was “fragile and ideo-
logically incoherent™.

BJP expands list of posts: page 4



n’t hold talks with
Advgx\u

Naxals, says

Hyderabad: Cautioning the Centre
against the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment’s talks with Naxals, BJP president
L K Advani on Sunday said any attempt
by individual states would be “danger-
ous” to national security.

“It is a matter of internal security of
the country and any move by individual
states will be dangerous,” Advani said,
reacting to the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment’s talks with Naxal leaders.

“Talks should be held with those
groups or revolutionary organisations
who lay down their arms first,” the BJP
president said, addressing party work-
ers here after inaugurating the new
building of the state party unit.

Terming the talks with Naxal leaders
as “a self-defeating and retrograde ap-
proach”, Advani said the Naxalite prob-
lem could be solved only through coor-
dination efforts by affected states.

“Naxalism is one of the internal prob-
lems the country is facing now and it is
showing its ugly face in Andhra
Pradesh,” Advani said. The NDA gov-
ernment too held talks with militant
groups in the North-East and Jammu
and Kashmir when they had given up
their arms, he said. Advani said the
NDA government had decided to tackle
the Naxal problem in a coordinated
manner with the help of affected states.

“We had formed a coordination com-
mittee comprising police top brass of
the affected states to evolve strategies
for tackling the Naxal menace. But the
UPA government reverted it and is giv-
ing a free hand to the states which will
be dangerous,” Advani said.

Expressing concern over the degener-
ation of politics in the country, Advani
said, “During the days of freedom strug-
gle, politics was a symbol of sacrifice
but it’s now lacking. The politicians are
not being looked upon with respect due
to various reasons.”

He called upon party workers to the
take responsibility of creating a good
image of politics with their sincere ef-
forts to repose respect and confidence in
the minds of people. F
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OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Oct. 22: The
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh matters to the BJR If
there were any doubts on
this count, Lal Krishna Ad-
vani and Varun Gandhi set
them at rest today.

The newly-anointed BJP
chief and the party’s GeNext
“acquisition” from the
Nehru-Gandhi family sat
cheek by jowl at the RSS’
Vijayadashami celebrations
in Nagpur.

Varun’s presence did not
deter RSS chief K.S. Sudar-
shan from taking a potshot at
Sonia Gandhi. He said: “I ap-
peal to the Prime Minister to
see that whenever foreign cap-
ital is invested in our country,
the right to take the final deci-
sion always remains with In-
dians and not with any for-
eigner.”

For the rest, Sudarshan
trained his guns on “Marxpu-
tras” (offspring of Marx) and
“Macaulayputras” (a referen-
ce to the English-speaking

flag,

?(dvam waves am

,Sangh red ra

STRIKEBACK?

Sonia Gandhi and Manmohan Singh at Dussehra
celebrations in Delhi on Friday. (PTI)

class). “By chance, they are in
a position today to do back-
seat driving in the govern-
ment and, therefore, are en-
gaged in conspiring to harm
the Hindu forces. Because of
their negative thinking, the
Marxputras can only be de-
structive, never can they do
anything constructive.
“Otherwise they should
have transformed West Ben-
gal, where they have enjoyed
uninterrupted power for the
last 27 years, (into) a Marxist

paradise. But what is the situa-
tion today?” Sudarshan asked.

In Calcutta, CPM’s Bengal
secretary and politburo mem-
ber Anil Biswas reacted
sharply. “Not a single person
from Bengal will believe what
Sudarshan has said against
our government,” he said.

By attending the annual
Nagpur show, Varun passed
the BJP’s ultimate loyalty test
and scotched speculation that

. he could cross over to the Con-
gress. The only rite of passage

ity
ag

he did not observe was to raise
his hand to his chest when the
Sangh anthem was played.
“We have to work with nation-
alist forces,” Varun said,
asked about his presence.

Advani did not wear the
khaki shorts and black cap,
sticking to his “dhoti-kurta”.
But he did everything else, in-
cluding sounding the clap for
the mahurat shot of a film on
RSS founder K.B. Hedgewar.
He spoke ofl how “blessed” he
was to be at the “hallowed”
spot on the RSS’ founding day.

Sudarshan also used the
opportunity to caution the
BJP against “minority ap-
peasement”.

Advani’s presence on the
occasion — the first by a BJP
leader in years — signalled th-
at he was ready to make am-
ends with the RSS and reas-
sure the cadre that under him,
the party would keep in mind
the sentiments of its core Hin-
dutva constituency. Such sym-
bolic gestures could up to a
point help the BJP resist pres-
sure from Sangh hawks to re-

vive their pet themes.

el
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\0 By Mohua Chatterjee Q Q /&
(\)\ TiMeEs NEws NETWORKQT/ 0
New Delhi: L K Advani, who formally re-
placed M Venkaiah Naidu
as the BJP chief on Tues-
day, said there was no go-
ing back to the Hindutva
basics after his assuming
charge. Speaking to TOI,
he said the party would
follow ‘Bharatiyata’ (Indi-
anness) rather than Hin-
i dutva.

The remark takes on
significance in view of the estimate in
many quarters that Advani’s return at the
helm might cause the party to tilt towards
Hindutva yet again.

Advani endorsed former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s view that Bharatiya-
ta connoted Sangh Parivar’s guiding philos-
ophy of cultural nationalism better than
Hindutva. Talking of Hindutva, which be-
came synonymous with the BJP, the just-ap-
pointed BJP chief said: “The fact is that Hin-
dutva was tagged to us by our adversaries in
the ‘80s since they did not like our espousal
of Shah Banu and Ram Mandir issues.”

To substantiate his point, Advani re-
called that Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, the late
RSS ideologue, had consistently preferred
Bharatiyata to Hindutva in all his writings.
“Several articles of his would bear out that

‘Il be Bharatiyata now,
Jnot Hindutva: Advani

he (Upadhyaya) preferred Bharatiyata to
Hindutva,” said Advani.

The invoking of Upadhyaya’s preference
for Bharatiyata is sure to be seen in terms
of BJP’s anxiety to reassure its cadre that
it was not engaging in any revisionism.
The saffron cadre hold Upadhyaya, who
crafted the party’s doctrine of integral hu-
manism, in high esteem.

Advani also touched upon the widely
held impression that his taking back the or-
ganisational reins signified the failure of
the party to groom its Generation Next. He
said he stood by his statement, made in a
recent TV interview, that he, Vajpayee and
other party elders may not be around to
lead the party when the next elections are
called. “I don’t think that this government
is going to last five years. But if it does, I
will have turned 82 and Atalji 84.”

He shrugged off the impression that the
younger crop has not lived up to its billing.
“We have consciously groomed younger
leaders like no other party. We have provid-
ed so many young chief ministers to the
country only recently. So there is no dearth
of young leadership in the party.”

He also sought to rebut the view that Naidu
had to go because he had been found want-
ing. “He was caught up with problems in his
family. So the party considered to allow him
to take a break because we felt that he would
not be able to do justice to his role as party
chief whrh needs more attention now.”

-
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_~VENKAIAH STEPS DOWN, CITES PERSONAL REASONS

Advani

NEW DELHI, Oct. 18. — In an
attempt to take the BJP out of a ter-
minal depression, Opposition leader
Mr LK Advani today became the
party president as well. The outgoing
president, Mr M Venkaiah Naidu,
resigned citing personal reasons. Mr
Advani is slated to formally take
charge of his new office at the nation-
al council meeting in the capltal on 29
October.

The exigencies of the situation
made Mr Advani accept both posts -
party president and leader of the
Opposition, something which will
happen for the first time in the BJP.

Mr Advani is to form his team of
office-bearers and also the national
executive. The fact that the national
council meeting has been scheduled
in about 10 days’ time indicates that
the new team would be announced
after a formal takeover. Mr Naidu is
unlikely to be in the new team
although he may join it in a different
capacity later, sources said.

The absence of a credible face in
the second generation forced Mr
Advani to agree to the new assign-

' ment. The central office-bearers

meeting which endorsed the change
was also attended by Mr Atal Behari

Vajpayee Waswant Singh.

THE STATESMAN

TIME FOR CHANGE: Mr LK Advani

in New Delhi on Monday. — PTI

Mr Naidu who met the press along
with top party leaders after the meet-
ing said in a choked voice that he
wanted to be with his ailing wife and
the party needed a senior person to
wage the onslaught on the party.

The die was cast on the day the Shiv
Sena-BJP  combine lost the
Mabharashtra polls. Mr Vajpayee had
spoken to Mr Advani asking him to
become the party president. The RSS
too wanted a change to recharge the
cadre.

However, it remains to be seen
whether Mr Advani is able to recreate

13 0CT 2004

BJP president),

the old maijc of the Ayodhya move-
ment.

The task ahead is also difficult from
the electoral viewpoint since the next
round of polls in January-February in
Bihar, Jharkhand and Haryana may
not bring good tidings for the saffron
brigade.

Mr Advani would have preferred
someone from the second generation
to take over and reportedly toyed with
the idea of Sushma Swaraj but it was
rejected. Mr Naidu and Mr Arun
Jaitley who had lunch with Mr Advani
today proposed that only he was capa-
ble of sending the right message.

Mr Advani has broached the issue
of the second generation taking over
the party. Now he has three years to
ensure that the transition is smooth.

Mr Advani was assisted by ‘his five
general secretaries in recreating a
new image for the BJP. They were
Kushabhau Thakre, Mr KN Govind-
acharya, Mr Pramod Mahajan, Ms
Sushma Swaraj and Mr Venkaiah
Naidu. Of these Thakre is no more,
Mr Govindacharya is out and Mr
Venkaiah Naidu is not available. Mr
Arun Jaitley and Ms Uma Bharati
could fill the void. Also, this is the
right time to plan Mr Govind-
acharya’s return, sources said.

The life and times of
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HE TIRANGA Yatra led by
the former Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister, Uma Bharti,
should mark a new low in the
history of political campaign yatras
of the Bharatiya Janata Party. The
party and its associates in the Sangh
Parivar have used the yatras as an
instrument of political and ideolog-
ical propaganda for nearly two dec-
ades with varying degrees of success.
The last big initiative of this genre
before Ms. Bharti set off from Hubli
to Jallianwala Bagh was the Bharat
Uday (India Shining) Yatra undertak-
en by the former Deputy Prime Min-
ister, LK. Advani, during the
campaign phase of the 14th general
election. The central objective of the
Bharat Uday Yatra was to boost the
electoral chances of the BJP-led Na-
tional Democratic Alliance. But the
campaign, as borne out by the results
of the Lok Sabha election, failed to
achieve this. Even in comparison to
this dismal record of recent times,
the Tiranga Yatra would rate as hav-
ing set a new benchmark for failure.

The dimensions of this unprece-
dented political debacle are mani-
fold. To start with, the Tiranga Yatra
failed to achieve its basic objective of
scoring political points over the Unit-
ed Progressive Alliance (UPA) Gov-
ernment at the Centre and the
Congress, which leads the ruling alli-
ance. It also did not succeed in gen-
erating the kind of mass appeal it
sought to produce. Worse, the yatra,
which was expected to enliven the
BJP cadre, and lift them up from the
state of dejection they were in after
the shocking defeat in the Lok Sabha
polls, did the exact opposite by be-
coming a tool to expose a discred-
itable power struggle in the
second-rung leadership of the party.

So barefaced was the internal strife
— involving a clutch of senior leaders
including Ms. Bharti, the BJP nation-
al president, Venkaiah Naidu, Pra-
mod Mahajan, and Sushma Swaraj
— that it completely overshadowed
all the grand political ideals and or-
ganisational plans that were sought
to be advanced through the yatra.
When the yatra was flagged off on
September 11, the BJP had portrayed
it as “a movement to champion the
ideals of national pride and honour”
led by “a leader who had fought val-
iantly, against great odds, to uphold
the prestige of the national flag.”

It was also stated that the cam-
paign would “expose the double
standards adopted by the Congress
on the national flag and nationalism

Vv

By Venkitesh Ramakrishnan

Uma Bharti’s Tiranga Yatra has exposed a power
struggle in the second rung leadership of the
Bharatiya Janata Party.

as well its [the Congress’] stratagems
to divide the majority and minority
communities.” This was to be done
by highlighting the “divergent politi-
cal positions of the Congress and the
BJP” as well as by contrasting the in-
dividual images of the “nationalist
(Bharatiyata) Ms. Bharti” and the
“foreigner” Congress president, So-
nia Gandhi.

But by the time the yatra complet-
ed its fortnight-long journey on Sep-
tember 25, the emphasis on these
slogans was conspicuous by its ab-
sence. Almost all the actions related
to the yatra underlined just one fact;
that a no-holds-barred succession
war was on in the second rung lead-
ership of the BJP to occupy the third
important position — after former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
and Mr. Advani — in the party. And
all that these overt and covert oper-
ations in the succession war
achieved was the aggravation of a
sense of bitterness at various levels of
the BJP and the Sangh Parivar.

The high drama with which the
strife manifested also did no good for
the morale of the party cadre. So neg-
ative was the impact of a number of
these sensational developments —
the volatile telephonic conversation
between Ms. Bharti and Mr. Naidu,
where she accused him of trying to
sabotage her endeavour through ef-
forts to prevent Mr. Vajpayee from
attending the concluding rally of the
yatra; Mr. Naidu’s own refusal to par-
ticipate in the Bhopal reception to
the yatra following the explosive con-
versation; Ms. Bharti’s flip-flop proc-
lamations during the final stages of
the yatra about quitting politics —
that it gave rise to a kind of cynicism
among the cadre and sections of the
middle level leadership.

The level of cynicism could be
gauged from an incident that hap-
pened on the penultimate day of the
yatra. On this day, September 24, the
yatra was briefly disrupted
through slogan shouting and stone
throwing in some parts of Punjab by
activists belonging to the Simranjit
Singh Mann-led faction of the Shiro-
mani Akali Dal. Under normal cir-
cumstances a happening like this
would have evoked widespread —
even nationwide — protests from the
BJP and the Sangh Parivar activists

THE HINDY

across the country. It would have at
least been seen as an event that
would help propagate the slogans of
the yatra with an enhanced emotion-
al fervour.

But there was virtually no re-
sponse from the BJP rank and file in
large parts of the country. A number
of old time Sangh Parivar activists
are of the view that this lack of re-
sponse is essentially an expression of
the party cadre’s scepticism over the
very political commitment of the in-
cessantly warring leadership. By all
indications, this scepticism has its
roots in a perception that the second
rung leadership of the BJP is more
interested in personal aggrandise-
ment and capturing positions of
power, both within the party and
outside, at any cost than with ear-
nestly pursuing the larger goals of the
party.

It is not as though the rank and file
of the Sangh Parivar has never seen
personality tussles within the BJP or
other outfits of the Hindutva com-
bine. Large sections of activists admit
that one-upmanship games of lead-
ers have time and again held sway
over the Hindutva combine’s politi-
cal firmament. However, the debates
on the second rung’s succession war
make a few fine distinctions between
the personality tussles that have ex-
isted in the past and the present
strife. One emphasis is on the brazen
nature of the subterfuge adopted by
the various second rung leaders. The
absolute lack of ideological orienta-
tion is another striking feature of the
present struggle.

The dimension of sabotage came
to the fore not only in the explosive
interaction between Ms. Bharti and
Mr. Naidu or the inconsistent procla-
mations of Ms. Bharti on quitting
politics. It manifested when Ms.
Bharti’s supporters protested that
the Sushma Swaraj-led Andamans
Satyagraha — with the professed ob-
jective of protesting against the “in-
sult to the memory and honour” of
Vinayak Damodar Savarkar — was
aimed at “stealing the limelight”
from the yatra and when the Mah-
arashtra unit of the BJP, loaded with
supporters of Pramod Mahajan, was
accused of directing the vyatra
through “remote and politically in-
significant regions of the State.”

Succession war in the BJP

The internal debates within the
Hindutva combine point out that
even though the personality tussle
between Mr. Vajpayee and Mr. Ad-
vani was a constant in the BJP from
its early days in 1970s to the present
date, neither of the leaders could ev-
er be accused of adopting such tac-
tics to undermine the political
initiative of the other. True, Mr. Vaj-
payee did exploit his “moderate im-
age” and “widespread popular
appeal” to throw an emotional tan-
trum once in a while to score politi-
cal points. Similarly, Mr. Advani used
his extensive reach within the suc-
cessive leaderships of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) to ad-
vance an agenda close to his heart.
But there is no record of either of
them launching a fresh initiative
while the other was immersed in a
serious political campaign or of de-
signing a route to lessen the impact
of the “rival’s” campaign.

Whether it was genuine or a care-
fully planned ploy of the Sangh Pari-
var, Mr. Advani and Mr. Vajpayee
seemed to represent distinct ideolog-
ical positions in their nearly four-
decade-long tussie. While Mr. Vaj-
payee put forth a moderate, liberal
voice, Mr. Advani’s positions were
closer to fundamentalist Hindutva
positions. When the former Minister
for Human Resource Development,
Murli  Manohar Joshi, sought to
launch his own faction — albeit with-
out much success — in the 1990s, he
too had an ideological stance; that of
an extremist variety of Hindutva.

But the personalities involved in
the present succession war have no
such distinct ideological positions.
All of them are ready to adopt mod-
erate or extremist, liberal or Hindut-
va stances as long as they can climb a
few notches in popular appeal and
organisational control. The Tiranga
Yatra and the happenings during its
journey bear testimony to this. Obvi-
ously, this approach is causing tre-
mendous consternation in the
Hindutva combine.

Already this has inflicted much
damage on the combine’s organisa-
tional structure, which was not long
ago shown off as a model of political
management. It also goes without
saying that the combine can reclaim
its political efficacy only if the cur-
rent trends in the succession war are
curbed. But the real question is how
and when the larger Sangh Parivar
can launch the damage control exer-
cise. As of now, there are no concrete
answers to this crucial question.
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«Uma snipes at Sonia

«intensifies in Bhopal

Miss Uma Bharati enters Ichhapur village during the BJP’s Tiranga

Yatra in Madhya Pradesh on Friday. — PTI

BHOPAL, Sept. 18. — “Don’t sanctions
bank loans, allet land and jobs to Hin-
dus or Muslims having more than two
children,” was Miss Uma Bharati’s ad-
vice to her successor Mr Babulal Gaur
while taking a break from Congress
bashing in a rally in Bhopal after the
BJP’s Tiranga Yatra entered the Mad-
hya Pradesh capital today.

Done with dispensing tips on popula-
tion control to Mr Gaur, Miss Bharati
was soon seen asserting how the Con-
gress was playing a divisive role before
going back to criticising her bete noire,
Mzrs Sonia Gandhi.

Addressing thousands of people at
Dussehra Maidan, she said the “pride”
of association with the Tricolour was far
more important than the chief minis-

THE STA TESMAN

ter’s post. She, however, iterated to ful-
fil her pre-election promises even
though she was not at the helm. The
BJP government, she said, was like an
offspring, nurturing which she had
spent one-and-a-half years.

The overwhelming response to Tiran-
ga Yatra, she said, confirmed that peo-
ple had seen through the “divisive”
tendencies of the Congress. “Whether it
is an attack on Savarkar or playing pol-
itics over recent census findings or
framing charges against me, the Con-
gress has exposed its designs of dividing
people,” said the fiery sadhvi. Mr
George Fernandes, Mr Shahnawaz Hus-
sain, Mr Arun Jaitley, Mr Ananth Ku-
mar and Mr Babulal Gaur ec}yer.
— SNS
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““Gujarat’ delefion
from anthemW
sparks BJP fury

HTC & Agencies
New Delhi/Ahmedabad, Sept 16

AFTER THE Uma Bharti-Tri-
colour and Savarkar issues, the
BJP has stumbled upon another
“anti-national conspiracy” by
the Congress — the “deletion” of
the word “Gujarat” from the na-
tional anthem printed in school
textbooks in Kerala.

BJP president Venkaiah
Naidu today sought an apology
from the Congress, which heads
the state’s coalition govern-
ment, and punishment for those
guilty of the “deletion”.

Gujarat Chief  Minister
Narendra Modi went one better,
accusing Sonia Gandhi and the
UPA government of hatching a
“conspiracy” to defame Gujarat
and threatening a mass agita-
tion unless the Congress chief
tendered a public apology. Modi
also wrote to Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh today, urging

_ him to take action.

In Delhi, Naidu told re-
porters: “For two consecutive
years, the Kerala government
has omitted mention of Gujarat
from the national anthem print-
ed in school textbooks.” He cir-
culated copies of a page of Ker-
ala Reader Mathematics, a class
IX textbook prepared by the
State Council of Educational Re-
search and Training.

Kerala education secretary P.
Marapandian said it’s only a
printing error. “All books will be
corrected by inserting ‘Gujarat’
in the right place between
‘Sindh’ and ‘Maratha’,” he as-
sured reporters.
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Centre not paying
enough attention
to securlty Advani

() ? . o/\
By Neena Vyas and agencies

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 11. A two-day
conference of the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party Chief Ministers got
under way here today with the
Leader of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, LK. Advani, telling
them to “relate good govern-
ance to cultural nationalism
which is our forte.”

Mr. Advani told the Chief
Ministers that they need not be
apologetic about the “sanskritik
rashtravad” (cultural national-
ism) that was the party’s ideol-
ogy. The party’s “tiranga
{tricolous] yatra” led by the for-
mer Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister, Uma Bharti, and its
agitation on the Savarkar
plaque issue were “nationalist”
issues.

‘Be proud’

“Qur critics may be sarcastic
about it but the fact is that our
cultural nationalism is very old.
We should not be apologetic for
our stand on any issue of na-
tionalism. We should be proud
of it.”

Mr. Advani said the Manmo-
han Singh Government was not
paying adequate attention to
national security and criticised
its decision to repeal the Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act (PO-
TA) while lifting the ban on the
People’s War.

The consolidation of Maoist
elements in Nepal should be a
cause for concern for at least six
States in India up to Andhra
Pradesh, but the Government
was talking of removing the ban
on the PW and revoking POTA.

He said the joint statement
by Mr. Vajpayee and the Pakis-
tan President, Pervez Mushar-
raf, was the high point of the

India-Pakistan relationship and
a major breakthrough.

The contents of the joint
statement should be imple-
mented in “letter and spirit,” he
said. The conference stressed
the need for incentives and dis-
incentives to make a two-child
population policy effective, in-
frastructure development and,
above all, the need for the BJP
Chief Ministers to get the feed-
back from the party legislators
on ongoing projects and to as-
sess how effectively the benefits
reached the people.

While the party president,
Venkaiah Naidu, advised the
Chief Ministers to focus on edu-
cation, health, electricity, water,
roads and “promote the two-
child norm among all sections
of society,” Mr. Advani dwelt at
length on terrorism, pointing
out that “today was the anni-
versary of 9/11.” He felt that in
its 100 days the United Progres-
sive Alliance Government had
not given any indication of a
well-thought-out policy on how
to handle terrorism and other
security issues. “The situation
did not warrant the removing of
all shackles,” he said, question-
ing the wisdom of lifting the ban
on the People’s War.

Nine principles

Mr. Advani emphasised four
points — sangharsh (struggle),
samraksha (security), sangha-
tan (organisation), which were
mentioned by the first president
of the BJP, Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
when it was founded in 1980,
and added a fourth point, sush-
asan (good governance).

Mr. Naidu commended his
own five S's — sampark (con-
tact with the people), samvaad
(dialogue or communication

THE HINDU

‘Need or two-child norm’

with the people), sahayog (un-
derstanding people’s grievanc-
es), sahabhag (making people
partners in development, and
samanvay (coordination be-
tween party and the govern-
ment). If these points were kept
in mind then the State Govern-
ments would create santosh or
satisfaction among the people,
Mr. Naidu said.

Today’s was the first BJP
Chief Ministers’ conference
which was attended by the
Chief Ministers of Madhya Pra-
desh, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Gujarat and Goa,
Babulal Gaur, Vasundhara Raje,
Raman Singh, Arjun Munda,
Narendra Modi and Manohar
Parrikar. Mr. Naidu indicated
that he would like such an event
to take place every six months.

For the BJP the challenge is
not only to win the next round
of Assembly elections, especial-
ly in Maharashtra, but also to
create conditions to enable the
party to retain power after five
years. The emphasis on good
governance, the effort to make
the Chief Ministers aware of the
need to fulfil the poll promises,
and the move to encourage
them to exchange ideas and
share “best practices” are a
move in that direction. Centre-
State relations were also
discussed.

Party leaders claimed that
under the Vajpayee Govern-
ment, the States ruled by those
in the Opposition at the Centre
were not given a step-motherly
treatment. At this conference,
the central party leadership is
keen on finding out whether its
Chief Ministers are facing diffi-
culties in getting their share of
funds from the Centre.

See also Page 8
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‘Census findings dlsturbmg

Naidu Calls

TiMes NEws NETWORK

ié;i

Bangalore: BJP national president M
Venkaiah Naidu on Tuesday advocated
a “proportionate population growth” a
day after the 2001 census came out with
religion-based statistics for the first
time ever.

Speaking to reporters here, BJP
national president M Venkaiah
Naidu insisted: “There has to
be balanced and more or less
even growth of the popula- /2
tion. Uniform measures of §
population control should be
adopted by people belonging
to different communities to
ensure this.”

Naidu stated: “All those who
have concern for India’s unity
and integrity should seriously con-
sider the situation. The trend reflected
in the census is not healthy.”

Expressing concern at the census
report findings that the growth rate

Dl !ﬂi*(‘(

E5i°C Mé

of Hindus had declined, Naidu said
it is “very disturbing.” This, in addi-
tion to the “alarming demographic
invasion” by Bangladeshi infiltra-
tors, increased fears of long-term
imbalance which should be prevent-
ed at all costs.

Naidu, however, contended that the
country as a whole had not taken
up population control. “All

communities have to take it
up as a challenge. It is the
% need of the hour for all peo-
ple.”

He appealed to all politi-
4 cal parties to give up “vote-

bank politics” and concen-
trate on controlling the pop-
ulation. “We must all work to-
gether across party lines to

come to grips with the situation.
Our party will discuss it thoroughly at
its forums and come out with a de-
tailed reaction to the census report,”
he added.

THE TIMES OF INDIA

BJP

peace and harmony. agencies

Imam smells conspiracy

New Delhi: The All-India Muslim
Personal Law Board on Tuesday wel-
comed the first-ever religion-based
census in the country but the imam
of Fatehpuri Jama Masjid alleged it
was a “conspiracy” to disrupt com-
munal harmony. “The religion-based
census is a good move. I welcome it,”
Kamal Farooqui, a member of the
Muslim personal law board said.

Referring to the higher population
growth among the Muslims, he said
there were several reasons behind it
which included greater response by
members of the community to popu-
lation enumeration and strict prohi-
bition.on abortion.

However, imam of Fatehpuri Jama
Masjid, Delhi, Mufti Mukarram
Ahmed said he “smells” a conspiracy
behind the census and alleged it was
targeted at Muslims and aimed to di-
vide different communities living in

8 SEP 200t
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Hma free,
Sé[@.party
G lgzmg‘&

Hubli/New Delhi, Sept. 6:
Uma Bharti stepped out of jail
today with a new weapon in
her fiery repertory of words
but left her party wondering
whether to press ahead with
the tiranga yatra and how to
engage her “purposefully”.

Sources said the Tricolour
rally she had set her heart on
could be deferred on the plea
that the BJP organisation is
completely involved with next
month’s Maharashtra elec-
tions, but admitted there were
no “easy” answers to what she
is expected to do.

While former Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee
has denied that Uma (in pic-
ture above) would take
over the party, BJP chief M.
Venkaiah Naidu has ruled out
her return as Madhya Pradesh
chief minister. Uma, too, has
said she would not return to
head the government in the
state.

In Karnataka, soon after
her release, Uma said a “new
thinking on nationalism has
arrived”. She made it clear she
would target Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi on nationalism

~and communalism.
M See Page 6

THE TELEGRAPH
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Press Trust of India 5 \

BANGALORE, Sept. 5. — BJP lead-
ers Mr Arun Jaitley and Mrs Sushma
Swaraj led around 1,500 party work-
ers in courting arrest, along with 50
sadhus, on the fifth day of the party’s
high voltage agitation today,
demanding withdrawal of cases
against former Madhya Pradesh chief
minister Ms Uma Bharati.

BJP Uttar Pradesh unit chief Mr
Kesrinath Tripathi, his predecessor
Mr Vinay Katiyar, former Union min-
ister Mrs Maneka Gandhi, former
Uttaranchal chief minister Mr Bha-
gatsingh Koshiar and former Hima-
chal Pradesh chief minister Mr
Premkumar Dhumal also courted
arrest. Sadhus from UP led by Mr
Katiyar also courted arrest as part of
the BJP’s stir involving the party’s
top leaders, including Mr LK
Advani, to build pressure on the
state government to withdraw cases
against Ms Bharati,

Addressing BJP workers from
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh and some parts of
Karnataka, Mrs Swaraj accused the
Congress-led government in the state
of giving the whole episode a com-
munal colour and turning it into a
Hindu-Muslim issue. “This is not at
all a Hindu Muslim issue,it is about
hoisting of the national flag,” Mrs
Swaraj added.

The BJP’s ongoing struggle is
about “foreign attitude versus Indian
attitude”, she said, in an apparent
reference to Congress president Mrs
Sonia Gandhi. |

Earlier, she told reporters that the
relationship- between the UPA gov-
ernment in the first 100 days of rule
and the Opposition had “comé to the
Jowest ebb”.

9.0 £~ B9
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Yy, Swaraj court arrest
Loty )

Mrs Sushma Swaraj and Mr Arun Jaitfey in a police van after courting arrest
in Bangalore on Sunday. — PT!

Swelling ranks: More than 1,000 BJP
workers from all over Tamil Nadu
and Pondicherry would converge at
Bangalore tomorrow to participate in
the satyagraha to press for the with-
drawal of the case against former Ms

Bharati, state party president, Mr CP

Radhakrishnan said today, a report

adds from Coimbatore. :

The workers. led by Mr P
Radhakrishnan from Kanyakumari,
Mr H Raju [roim Rameshwaram, Mr
S Thirunavukkarasar from Chennai
and himself from Coimbatore,
would reach Hosur tonight, Mr
Radhakrishnan said.
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&%SPECIAL
Cco SPONDENT

Hubli, Sept. 3: Uma Bharti
appears to be caught in a legal
maze after a Hubli resident
today challenged the state gov-
ernment’s move to withdraw
cases against the former Mad-
hya Pradesh chief minister.

Chittaranjan Kallannavar,
33, told the court of the judi-
cial magistrate first class
(JMFC) that he “is of the view
that it is only arbitrary use of
power by the state govern-
ment in abusing the processes
of this honourable court”.

“If such moves are al-
lowed, a day is not too far
when recourse is taken at even
thefall of a hat,” he added.

He urged the judicial mag-
istrate, Mohammed Ismail, to
reject the government’s plea
filed in July 2002 “in the inter-
est of justice”. The govern-
ment had sought to withdraw
the cases against Uma over a
controversial flag-hoisting
ceremony that left several
dead in 1994.

Kallannavar’s challenge
came a couple of hours after
the district sessions court
here ordered the public prose-
cutor to submit his report
and opinion in writing to
the magistrate at 11 am
tomorrow.

Rejecting the prosecutor’s
plea for a week’s time to hand
in the report, sessions judge
John Michael D’Cunha said:
“This court does not have the
jurisdiction to interfere with
the high court and the JMFC
orders. You should comply
with the directive.”

On August 30, Karnataka
High Court had directed the
magistrate to reconsider the
government’s application for
dropping all charges and with-
drawing cases against the BJP

THE TELEGRAPY

sion,” party spokesman Ab-
hishek Singhivi said in Delhi.

"¢ Uma case
Swithdrawal
«* challenged

leader in line with a cabinet
decision of January 2002.

Two days later, the magis-
trate refused a week's time to
the public prosecutor to file a
report to this effect. His order
was challenged in the sessions
court last evening.

Kallannavar’s challenge
further said the prosecution
failed to secure the custody of
the accused so far because of
“sheer lethargy and negligent
attitude”. |

“The above case was ad-
journed 48 times for the ap-
pearance of accused persons
between September 1, 1994,
and August 23, 2003, The state
has failed in its duty towards
the court.”

Later, he said: “I am a
farmer but I devote some time
for matters that have an im-
pact on the lives of people in
Hubli. I have taken up this
cause because it should not set
aprecedent.”

Senior BJP leaders such as
Rajnath Singh and Kalraj
Mishra today joined the satya-
grahalaunched by the party to
seek withdrawal of the cases
against Uma.

They were among 1,000
people who courted arrest
here on the third day of theag- .
itation.

Cong salvo

The Congress today said it
would move the Election Com-
mission against Uma's “fail-
ure” to mention the Hubli
court case while filing nomi-
nations for the Assembly polls
last year, reports PTL.

“We have now got copies of
the nomination papers of
Bharti. There is no mention of
the cases related to the Hubli
violence. We will initiate steps
with the Election Commis-

4 SEP 2004



Karnataka does
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Statesman News Service

BANGALORE, Aug. 30. — The Kama-
taka government today told the High
Court that it stood by the 2002 decision of
the SM Krishna Cabinet to withdraw the
case of rioting against Ms Uma Bharati.

The Karnataka advocate-general, Mr
BT Parthasarthy, submitted that the gov-
ernment was not seeking to reopen the
10-year-old case in which the court had
issued a non-bailable warrant against the
former Madhya Pradesh chief minister.

Following the submission, the court
directed the Judicial Magistrate First
Court, Hubli, to consider the application
of the additional public prosecutor seek-
ing withdrawal of the case. The High
Court also dismissed a public interest lit-
igation filed by a farmer of Gadag dis-
trict, seeking quashing of proceedings
against the BJP leader.

On the government’s change of stance,
Mr Parthasarthy told reporters: “There is
no political vendetta involved. The state
stands by its earlier decision to withdraw
the case against Ms Bharati. The impres-
sion that the present government differed
with its predecessor is wrong.”

The Karnataka government’s volte face
has surprised both the Congress and BIP
workers, more so because till yesterday
chief minister Mr Dharam Singh was

THE 8T
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Uma

Notice to Hubli magistrate

BHOPAL, Aug. 30. — Madhya Pradesh
Speaker Mr Ishwardas Rohani today issued
breach of privilege notices to first class judicial
magistrate (Hubli) Mr ismail Mohd, Karnataka
chief secretary Mr KK Mishra, Dharwad district
collector Mr Gaurav Gupta and Dharwad SP
Mr D Rupa for not informing the Assembly
about former chief minister Ms Uma Bharati's
recent arrest in Hubli. “The four have been
asked to reply by 2 September to avoid ex-
parte decision,” Assembly principal secretary
Mr AK Payasi said. — PT}

adamant on pursuing the case against Ms
Bharati. Today, however, the chief minis-
ter said: “We have not reopened the old
case. The government is not involved in
the issue. If Ms Bharati had sought bail,
which she refused to do, matters would
have ended there.”

He claimed that the government had
sought to withdraw all the cases against
Ms Bharati and the government had no
plans to arrest the BJP leader. “If we
wanted to arrest Ms Bharati, we would
have done so in Belgaum 1tself ?

The Karnataka government’s U-turn
comes just two days before the BJP isto
launch a satyagraha to demand dropping
of cases against Ms Bharati.

Speculation over Uma’s future, page 5
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" Hubli court remands Uma Bharti

By M. Madan Mohan

HUBLI, AUG. 25. The former Mad-
hya Pradesh Chief Minister and
BJP leader, Uma Bharti, surren-
dered today before the Judicial
Magistrate First Class IInd
Court. She was remanded to ju-
dicial custody for 14 days as she
refused to move for bail.

Initially, Ms. Bharti was to
stay in the Hubli sub-jail, but
subsequently the plan was to
take her to the Central Jail, Hin-
dalaga, Belgaum, because of the
high category of security en-
joyed by her.

However, later she was
lodged in the Dharwad agricul-
tural university guest house.

Ms. Bharti’s surrender brings
the curtain down on a pro-
longed controversy over her
continued non-appearance be-
fore the court in a case regis-
tered 10 years ago.

The case was in connection
with the incidents which took
place during an agitation for
flag-hoisting at the Idgah Mai-
dan here during the Independ-
ence Day celebrations of 1994.

The proceedings before Mo-
hammed Ismael, Judicial Ma-
gistrate, was brief as Ms. Bharti,
who arrived at 9 a.m. by train,
went to a kalyana mantap and
completed her puja, before en-
tering the court complex at
12.15 p.m.

The entire area around the
court had been put under cur-
few and no one was allowed in-
side. As she came out of the
court, Ms. Bharti told the wait-
ing newsmen that she was sub-
mitting to the judiciary with all
humility. It was a case of “cheap
politics.” The Congress would
have to pay a heavy price for
whatever had been done.

Ananth Kumar, president of
the Karnataka BJP, called for a
statewide bandh tomorrow to
protest against the Karnataka
Government's efforts to “ferret
out the case against Ms. Bharti.”

g

WAVING THE FLAG: Former Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Uma Bharti on her arrival at the Hubli
railway station before surrendering in court on Wednesday. — AP

Once Ms. Bharti appeared,

before the court and refused to
seek bail, the proceedings prac-
tically came to an end with the
rest of the time taken for the is-
sue of the necessary court or-
ders. .

V.G. Patil, counsel for Ms.
Bharti, told the court that an op-
portunity to solve the conten-
tious issue had been lost.
Dorairaju another counsel for
the BJP, pleaded that one of the
inspection bungalows be con-
verted into a jail for housing Ms.
Bharti. The court said that it had

ne powers to issue such orders
as it was an administrative mat-
ter. The magistrate accepted the
plea on behalf of Ms. Bharti that
some of her personnel be al-
lowed to meet her as and when
required.

‘I will not seek bail’

By Our Special Correspondent

HUBLI, AUG. 25. The former Mad-
hya Pradesh Chief Minister,
Uma Bharti, said here today
that she would not seek bail and

would spend the time in jail till
the case against her was
withdrawn.

To seek a bail would mean an
affront to the national flag, she
said while speaking to precs-
men after the long train journey
from Bhopal from Monday
night. To get arrested while be-
ing Chief Minister would have
been an insult to the Constitu-
tion and, therefore, she re-
signed immediately on coming
to know of the Karnataka police
move to arrest her.

On the non-bailable arrest
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warrant, Ms. Bharti said she had
not known about it till recently.
Had the Karnataka police told
her during her recent visit to
Bangalore, she would have
gladly courted arrest.

However, she expressed un-
happiness that the Karnataka
Chief Minister, Dharam Singh,
did not show the courtesy of
talking to her on the arrest
move.

Ms. Bharti said the revival of
the case against her after the
government had decided to
withdraw it in 2002, was "politi-
cal conspiracy.”

“I don't want to blame Mr.
Dharam Singh for the same. He
is only acting at the dictates of a
lady of foreign origin,” Ms.
Bharti claimed.

She wished that Mr. Singh
would take action guided by his
wisdom rather than being guid- |
ed or goaded by “anybody.”

Editorial on Hubli

histrionics: Pajy&
i 7
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elieve that in
M India, politicians are above the law. This
commonly-held notion 1s supported by

certain recent developments. One of the most im-
portant precepts of Anglo-Saxon jurisprudence,
the bedrock of the Indianjudicial system, is thata
man is innocent till he is proven guilty. Yet it is as-
sumed that a politician is guilty as soon as a
charge is brought against him or her. Mr Shibu
Soren of the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha had to step
down as coal minister in the Union cabinet be-
cause of a warrant which pertained to an incident
that had taken place nearly three decades ago. The
chief minister of Madhya Pradesh, Ms Uma Bhar-
ti, resigned because of a warrant in Karnataka
against something she had done ten years ago.
Charges against both persons are yet to be proved
and conviction, if there is one, is far away. Yet it is
being presumed that they are guilty and therefore
should not hold public office. The new buzzword is
“tainted”. Nobody is quite sure what makes a
taint. The very ambiguity of the word is opening
up a space in which jurisprudence can be mocked
at and the judicial system ridiculed. The popular
cynicism about politicians and their lack of in-
tegrity is only aiding and abetting the process.

It will surprise nobody that Ms Bharti is trying
to capitalize on her arrest. Political dividends are
not susceptible to taints. She and her party have
proclaimed her action of raising the flag in the
Idgah Maidan in Hubli as an act of liberation com-
parable to Jallianwala Bagh. Hence, the idea of a
flag march from Hubli to Jallianwala Bagh. In this
exhibition, what will be glossed over is the role
that Ms Bharti’s action played in provoking a riot
that resulted in the loss of lives. It is that role
which should be the focus of the trial. Instead, her
arrest, without a proper trial, is providing an oc-
casion for an elaborate piece of political theatre,
and exactly the kind of theatre at which Ms Bhar-
ti herself and the Bharatiya Janata Party excel.

By making Ms Bharti resign from the chief
ministership of Madhya Pradesh, the BJP is mak-
ing a clear attempt to recover the moral high
ground. It is from this ground that they will target
Mr Laloo Prasad Yadav, the most tainted minister
of them all. The issue of tainted ministers threat-
ens to stonewall issues of governance from being
discussed in the Lok Sabha. The BJP’s recovery of
the moral ground is also something of a charade
because it has made no efforts to cleanse itself and
the National Democratic Alliance of tainted ele-
ments. The fact of the matter is that no political
party believes that in public life even Caesar’s
wife should be above suspicion. Politics cannot be
sanitized by stray resignations and by the public
undermining of one of the basic tenets of ju-
risprudence. It is something politicians have to do
by themselves.
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VARREST UNLIKELY, SAYS KARNATAKA CM

. Uma set to

Y

&

TIRANGE Ki SHAAN: Ms Uma Bharati waves to

her supporters at Bhopal station early on Tuesday
before leaving for Hubli. — PTI

Aug. 24. — Ms Uma Bharati will court
arrest tomorrow once the non-bailable
warrant is served on her. She is reaching
Hubli by train early tomorrow.

The Karnataka chief minister, Mr
Dharam Singh, who cut short his Delhi
visit in the wake of developments at
Hubli, said the police were unlikely to
arrest the former MP chief minister if she
surrendered without much ado.

According to Mr Ananth Kumar, state
BJP president, the party does not intend
to contest the NBW. Instead, it will
launch a statewide agitation which will
continue till the Congress government
drops the 1994 Idgah Maidan case
against her. She is facing charges of riot-
ing and attempt to murder.

The BJP will make Hubli the focal
point of its agitation, Mr Kumar said.
Hundreds of thousands of party workers
have already assembled in the town. “The
government will have to take the blame
should anything go wrong. From the BJP
side, efforts will be made to ensure a
peaceful agitation,” he said.

Mr Dharam Singh warned that the gov-

surrender-

ernment was capable of tackling any
eventuality.

The DGP, Mr SN Borkar, said over
4,000 policemen had been deployed at
Hubli in addition to the Karnataka State
Reserve Force and the Rapid Action
Force. Prohibitory orders will be in force.

Mr Ananth Kumar claimed that Ms
Bharati was getting a huge reception at
every station with thousands of people
waiting to garland her en route to Hubli.

The BJP plans to give her a warm
reception when. she crosses the
Karnataka border tonight. She is expect-
ed to enter thHe state border from
Maharashtra by 1.34 a.m. on Wednesday.
Hubli station has been decorated by the
party. “She has made the party proud,”
was the response of a worker when asked
if he would be joining the agitation.

As her train to Hubli took her through
parts of Maharashtra, Ms Bharati addreg~”
sed the BJP-Shiv Sena alliance workers at
Bhusawal, Manmad, Pune, Satara, Sangli
and Miraj stations. The brief speeches
had a common strand: whether it is a
crime to unfurl the Tricolour in India.
There was a big gathering at Pune station,
where the train stops for 20 minutes.
“Whatever took place at Idgah Maidan in
1994 was not communal but an assertion
of national pride — Tirange ki shaan.”

The date for Assembly polls in Maha-
rashtra having been announced, top BJP
leaders met in New Delhi today to chalk
out the party’s proposed movement to
“safeguard the honour” of the National
Flag and song ‘Varide Mataram’ capitalis-
ing on Ms Bharati’s resignation, adds PTL.

According to sources, the BJP is plan-
ning a series of public meetings in
Maharashtra to be addressed by Ms
Bharati. The party is planning to corner
the ruling Congress-led coalition on
issues ranging from Telgi scam to repeal
of Pota, the attempts by parties, including
NCP, to project slain terrorist Ishrat
Jehan as a “victim of fake police encou-
nter” and above all the removal of a pla-
que containing Veer Savarkar’s quotes
from the Cellular Jail memorial allegedly
at the Centre’s behest, the sources said.

Photograph on page 4
Maharashtra goes to polls on
13 October, page 4
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Crown goes to rival, BJP readies yat a

Uma opts
strife

OUR BUREAU

Aug. 23: Uma Bharti today
ended a short stint as
Madhya Pradesh chief
minister and headed to a
Karnataka court, winch-
ing the curtains up on
what looks like a season of
bitter confrontation be-
tween the principal politi-
cal players in the country.

Uma, whose chief minis-
ter’s crown has gone to her
arch-rival Babulal Gaur, is
on her way to Hubli to surren-
der in court and face trial for
rioting and attempt to mur-
der in the decade-old Idgah
maidan case.

She is scheduled to reach
Hubli on Wednesday by train
and unlikely to seek bail, BJP
sources said.

The resignation, expected
since last night and cleared by
the BJP parliamentary board
this morning, came after a
court in Hubli quashed Uma’s
revision petition on the
ground that it was filed “too
late”, The court also threw out
the earlier S.M. Krishna gov-
ernment’s appeal to withdraw
the case against Uma.

But the sessions court said
the government could appr-
oach afresh the judicial magis-
trate’s court, which had origi-
nally issued a non-bailable ar-
rest warrant against Uma, if it
wants to do so. The current
Dharam Singh government

A

CHAIN REACTION |

o8 am: Karnataka police team
with warrant reaches Mumbai,
proceeds to Bhopal

*10 am: BJP parliamentary
board accepts Uma’s offer to
resign as chief minister

&11 am: Uproar forces Lok
Sabha adjournment

#2-2.20 pm: Furore in both
houses. Parliament adjourned
#3.15 pm: Hubli court rejects
Uma's appeal to withdraw the
case as well as the Karnataka
government’s plea to reapen it
o5 pm: Home minister Babulal
Gaur named Uma’s successor
*5 pm: BJP formally decides
to-launch a tiranga yatra from
Hubli to Jallianwala Bagh
+6.00 pm: Uma resigns as
chief minister

has so far said it wants to press
ahead with the case.

Today’s order means the
non-bailable arrest warrant
against Uma is firmly in place.
However, the Karnataka po-
lice team that left Bangalore to
arrest her did not show up till
late at night. There were re-
ports that it had set out from
Mumbai for Bhopal, but sour-
ces said it had turned back.

With Uma out of power, the
BJP looked set to fall back on
its time-tested roadshow poli-
tics and vowed to launch a
tiranga yatra from Hubli to
Jallianwala Bagh to protest

Sot

sout

ts i

QW

e arrest order. The party
said the order reeked of the
1919 massacre in Amritsar by
British police.

Leader of Opposition LK.
Advani hinted that Parlia-
ment would be held to ransom,
demanding that the Centre
take steps to get “all tainted
ministers facing non-bailable
warrants arrested”.

A perturbed Congress, too,
indicated that it is bracing for
an abrupt end to the Parlia-
ment session as no business is
possible in an atmosphere of
rancour.

However, NDA chairper-
son A.B. Vajpayee said the Op-
position would allow the pas-
sage of the Finance Bill with-
out discussion to avert a crisis.
That was the sole voice of con-
ciliation on a day tempers ran
high on both sides of the polit-
ical divide.

The BJP Bhopal office
crackled with tension when
Uma arrived after stepping
down as chief minister. Tears
streamed down her face un-
controlled as hundreds of sup-
porters pleaded that she take
back her papers.

So charged was the atmos-
phere that riot police were
sent for. Central observer
Arun Jaitley did not take the
risk of convening an open as-
sembly for BJP legislators,
preferring to go in for one-to-
one interaction instead.

M See Page 6
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“No change
in my stand:
Uma Bharti

9L

By Our Staff Correspondent

BHOPAL, AUG. 22. The Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister, Uma
Bharti, said today that she
would not withdraw her resig-
hation until she was acquitted
or the Karnataka Government
withdrew the case in which a
non-bailable warrant had been
issued against her by a court in
Hubli, Karnataka.

About two dozen State Minis-
ters have also sent in their resig-
nation to the BJP president,
Venkaiah Naidu, expressing full
solidarity with Ms. Bharti. Anup
Mishra, who is considered close
to Ms. Bharti, told newspersons
that he wanted to quit on “mor-
al and emotional grounds.”
While the State BJP president,
Kailash Joshi, confirmed that
the resignation letters had been
received, some prominent party
functionaries were tight-lipped
on the issue.

Ms. Bharti sent her resigna-
tion yesterday to Mr. Naidu. She
has sought the permission of
the party’s parliamentary board
to quit in the wake of the war-
rant issued against her in con-
nection with a case linked with
the hoisting of the national flag
at Hubli’s Idgah Maidan 10
years ago.

Poser to Sonia

Talking to mediapersons in
Indore today, Ms. Bharti said
the Congress president, Sonia
Gandhi, was not coming for-
i ward with any reply on the issue
- of hoisting of the national flag.

THE HINDU
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The issue was ?1/
tional pride and the people
wanted to know whetler it was

Even as the BJP Parliamen-
tary Board is meeting tomorrow
in New Delhi to decide on Ms.
Bharti’s resignation, the mess-
age being sent out by the Mad-
hya Pradesh unit of the party is
that it was backing Ms. Bharti to
the hilt. The party’s national
general secretary, Shivraj Singh
Chauhan, who was here yester-
day, defending Ms. Bharti, said
she had only tried to uphold the
dignity of the national flag and
equated her action 10 years ago
with that of the freedom fight-
ers.

" Other BJP functionaries here
have also severely criticised the
Congress-led Government in
Karnataka for reopening the
case, which the former Krishna
Government had tried to close
in 2002.

‘A political stunt’

Congress leaders in the State,
including the State party presi-
dent, Subhash Yadav, the for-
mer Chief Minister, Digvijay
Singh, and the leader of the Op-
position in the State Assembly,
Jamuna Devi, have described
Ms. Bharti's decision to forward
her resignation to the BJP presi-
dent as a political stunt. They
have said that if Ms. Bharti was
really serious about her stand,
she should have sent it directly '
to the Governor. ;

Editorlal on Page 10,
BJP decision today: Page 11 '
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1A 10-year-old

By Our Special Corresponh;?ﬂw

HUBLI (KARNATAKA), AUG. 21, [
the Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister, Uma Bharti, and the
Bharatiya Janata Party find
themselves embroiled in a
major political controversy
over a pending criminal case
in a Hubli court, they perhaps
have only themselves to
blame.

For, both Ms. Bharti and the
BJP had been complacent over
the implications of the pend-
ing criminal case, under which
a non-bailable warrant (NBW)
that had been repeatedly is-
sued and remained unexecut-
ed. A fresh NBW was issued in
the first week of August by the
Judicial Magistrate First Class
11, Hubli, and this was in force
when Ms. Bharti visited Ban-
galore the other day but ap-
parently it was not served on

“her.

The Congress-led coalition
State Government headed by
Dharam Singh has tried to
backtrack before the court on
its earlier plea of withdrawing
the case through a revision
petition filed before the Addi-
tional District and Sessions
Judge, Hubli. The action has
opened a Pandora’s box for
Ms. Bharti and the BJP.

Flag-hoisting agitation

The case had its origin in
the BJP-sponsored agitation in
Hubli over the question of
hoisting the national flag at Id-

_gah Maidan, on Independence

Day in 1994. Idgah maidan, an
open place in the heart of Hu-
bli, has been the subject mat-
ter of a prolonged dispute on
the ownership, with the Kar-
nataka High Court deciding
that Muslims had been per-
mitted to offer prayers on a
few specified occasions. A
Special Leave Petition filed by
the Anjuman-e-Islam, Hubli is
pending in the Supreme
Court.

On August 15, 1994, the
two-year-old BJP agitation for
hoisting the flag reached a
flashpoint, with the party an-
nouncing its intention to hoist
the flag at the grounds. The
then Congress Government
under M. Veerappa Moily, de-
termined to frustrate the BJP’s
attempts, clamped a curfew
on the town. Police had closed
the entry points to Hubli.

Ms. Bharti, however, en-
tered the town outwitting the
police. She led one of the con-
tingents of volunteers march-
ing towards the Idgah Maidan.
She was intercepted at a place,

TO BE OR NOT TO BE CM: The Madhya Pradesh

Chief Minister, Uma Bhartl, coming out of her
residence to announce her resignation in
Bhopal on Saturday. — Photo: A.M. Faruqul

about a kilometre from the
venue, and was arrested along
with others. Later, she was let
off.

Six persons lost their lives in
the police firing to quell the
violence that erupted on the
occasion. Five persons were
killed on the first day while an-
other persons died two days
later.

Ms. Bharti was the main ac-
cused in the case in which
charges under Sections 307
(attempt to murder) and 436
(mischief by fire or explosive
substance with intent to de-
stroy house, etc.) of the Indian
Penal Code were filed.

Ms. Bharti never appeared
before the court initially or
even seven years later when
the S.M. Krishna Government
decided in January 2002 to
withdraw all the cases, includ-
ing one against Ms. Bharti, fil-
ed in connection with the
Idgah agitation in the public
interest.

All other cases were gradu-
ally withdrawn, except the one
pertaining to Ms. Bharti, Ra-
jendra Gokhale, the State BJP
secretary, and 20 others.

THE Hinps

Among those who got relief
were Jagadish Shettar, the
then Leader of the House in
the State Legislature, and Pral-
had Joshi. Later, Mr. Shettar
scored his third successive win
in the Assembly elections from
Hubli rural while Mr. Joshi
won the Dharwad North Lok
Sabha seat.

Court’s refusal

The prosecution tried in
vain to get the Uma Bharti
case withdrawn in July 2002
from the court of the Judicial
Magistrate First Class II, Hu-
bli. But in an order passed on
July 11, 2002, the court de-
clined to grant permission on
the ground that it had no juris-
diction in the matter and that
the offences mentioned there-
in could be tried only by a dis-
trict sessions court. A
reference was also made by
the court to the continued fail-
ure of Ms. Bharti to appear be-
fore the court.

For the next two vyears,
nothing happened. There was
no sign of activity from the
side of Ms. Bharti, who in the
meantime had become Mad-

and a volte face

hya Pradesh Chief Minister.
The BJP in Karnataka took

“comfort and did nothing as

the Government itself had vol-
unteered to withdraw all the
cases. Neither the Karnataka
Government nor Ms. Bharti
took any step to seek relief in
getting the cases withdrawn.
This delay has proved costly
for Ms. Bharati.

For the first time, lawyers
on behalf of Ms. Bharti ap-
peared in the 10-year-old case
on May 24, 2004 and got the
NBW recalled. A week later,
they preferred a revision pet-
ition in the Court of the Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge for
getting the earlier orders of the
Magistrate dated July 11, 2002
quashed and for getting the
case against Ms. Bharti
withdrawn.

Three weeks later, the Kar-
nataka Government moved
another revision petition,
making a similar plea. Both
had pleaded for the condona-
tion of the delay [in filing the
revision petitions] and had
taken the stand that the pet-
itions were not affected by
limitation.

Surprise

But new developments
started taking place soon. The
Judicial Magistrate First Class
II, Hubli issued a fresh NBW
on August 3, along with orders
for the attachment of the
property [of Ms. Bharti]. On
August 18, the prosecution
sprang a surprise by back-
tracking on its earlier plea for
withdrawal of the case against
Ms. Bharti. The implication
was clear: the Government did
not want to withdraw the case.
The widely held view is that
had Ms. Bharti put in a per-
sonal appearance in the court,
she would not have been in
the mess she finds herself now

in,

The volte face by the Con-
gress-led Karnataka Govern-
ment vis-a-vis the cases has
been a matter of intense polit-
ical speculation in the State.
The Public Prosecutor was
acting on “oral instructions”
in making the latest plea,
while the original Government
order of July 2 on withdrawal
of the Idgah cases remains un-
changed. The prosecution has
changed its stand, despite ad-
mitting in the earlier petition
that it was not possible to
prove the charges because
“the crime had been commit-
ted by 5,000 to 6,000 workers
who had formed an unlawful
assembly.”
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resignation t
BJP president

Bhopal, New Delhi
wp 21AUGUST

UNDER severe pre
sure after being d.
clared proclaimed o
fender by a Karnate
ka court, Madhy
| Pradesh chief minis
ter, Uma Bharti, o
BRI Saturday resorted t:
her favourite strategy of sending res
ignation to BJP president Venkaial
Naidu who gave enough hints that i
was unlikely to be accepted.

Ahead of Monday's hearing of ¢

10-year-old rioting case against herin
a Hubli court, the saffron-robec
sanyasin stopped short of sending hei
resignation to the state governor Bal-
ram Jakhar, taking the plea that it wa:
her party high command that had ap-
pointed her as chief minister. Only
months ago, she had sent her resigna-
tion to Mr Naidu in protest against the
possibility of Sonia Gandhi becoming
the Prime Minister.

“The chief minister has committed
no sin,” Mr Naidu said in Vijaywada
two days ahead of the BJP’s parlia-
mentary party board meeting to take a
decision on her resignation. “Is it a big
mistake she had done to hoist the na-
tional flag at the maidan?” he said anc
attacked the Congress-led Karnatak:
government for withdrawing the revi
sion petition from the Hubli court.

Mr Naidu said it would be “unfair
to equate her case with that of IMM
chief Shibu Soren who had to resign
from the Union government after a
Jharkhand court issued warrant
against him. Ms Bharti’s case relates to
an agitation regarding hoisting of na-
tional flag at a ground in Hubli, while
Mr Soren is charged with “murder of
nine Muslims,” Mr Naidu said.

He said the parliamentary board
will assess the issue, by studying the
background of the case against Ms
Bharti and decide the future course
ofaction. —PTI



Jma Bharti’s story: What
-<happened in Hubli*

By Suchandana Gupta
Times NEws NETWORK

Bhopal: “I was arrested be-
fore I entered the Idgah maid-
an in Hubli,” chief minister
Uma Bharti said recalling that
fateful day of August 15, 1994.
“Ididn’t hoist the national flag
and had not made any
provocative speech, “ she said.
Bharti said the Congress
government in Karnataka had
banned the hoisting of nation-
al flag in Idgah maidan some-
time between 1980 and 1985.
“In the entire country, this was
the only place where hoisting
the national flag was banned,”
Bharti said. Therefore, “The
people of Hubli formed a
Dhwaj Samman (National
Flag Honour) Committee. On
Independence Day the com-
mittee memb ers tried to hoist
the flag but were forced to re-
treat by the police,” she said.
Bharti claimed that hoist-
ing the national flag in the
maidan was an issue before
she reached Hubli. “When I
became president of the BJP
Yuva Morcha in 1994, I was in-
formed by the workers of my
organisation that the Idgah
maidan originally belonged to
Queen Chennamma of the
Kittur royal family, Chennam-
ma was a freedom fighter and
local residents wanted the

right to hoist the national flag
atIdgah. Irequested my party
to allow me to hoist the flag
and the party gave its nod.
Artists,citizens, students and
intellectuals also joined our
movement, © she said.

“The Karnataka govern-

3

ment had declared that Uma
Bharti would not be permit-
ted to enter Karnataka and
would be arrested on the bor-
der. But somehow I reached
Hubli. By August 14, Iwas ina
house less than a kilometre
from the Idgah maidan,”
Bharti recollected. “But the
police lied that I was arrest-
ed,” she added.

“Idgah maidan is situated in
a very congested area. There
are houses all around the
place. On the morning of Au-
gust 15, lakhs of people came
out of their home and pro-
ceeded towards the spot. I was
in a vehicle and moved to-

wards it. However, I was ar-
rested before I could enter the
Idgah grounds and taken away.
The violence that the state
government is talking about
occurred 3 kms away where
the police had opened fire and
4 persons, including a child
were killed. I was not there.”

“No case was registered
then and there was apprehen-
sion of violence in the state,”
Bharti claimed. “I was in-
structed by senior leader L K
Advani to leave Karnataka.
The Veerappan Moily govern-
ment also allowed me to leave
the state.” she added.

“The state government gave
me in writing that hoisting the
national flag was not a crime
and legal cases against me
would be withdrawn.” In 2001,
she again contacted the state
government and asked them if
there was a case against her. “I
was reassured by the Congress
government that the case
would be withdrawn,” she said.

“In June this year, a lower
court in Karnataka said that it
was unable to decide on the
case and asked the state togo to
the district court. Even the
Dharam Singh government
told me that the case was being
withdrawn. It is only recently
that the Congress convened a
meeting and decided not to
withdraw the case,” she said.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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~“NBW AGAINST UMA BHARATI, UPA DEMANDS SCALP

Taint “ 00t SW1tch

NEW DELHI, Aug. 20. — The
taint boot is on the other foot
with the Congress demanding
the Madhya Pradesh chief min-
ister, Ms Uma-" Bharati’s dis-
missal after a Karnataka court
issued a non-bailable warrant
(NBW) against her. The BJP
has convened a meeting of its
parliamentary board on Mon-
day to discuss the political
future of one of its “stars”.

The NBW issued by a Hubli
court follows the Karnataka
government’s decision to take
back a government order with-
drawing criminal cases against
Ms Bharati and others in a
August 1994 case.

Ms Bharati had reportedly
participated in a movement to
hoist the Tricolour at the Idgah
Maidan in Hubli. A sessions

court is expected to give its.

judgment on the state govern-
ment’s decision to reopen cases
against Ms Bharati and others
on Monday. Her lawyer has
contended that the withdrawal

Ms Bharati: Denies resignation offer

of the revision petition was

politically motivated. Ms
Bharati said she had not offered
to resign.

But the party is clearly caught
in a bind after raising the issue
of morality with regard to the
tainted ministers in the UPA,
particularly Mr Sibu Soren.

Top BJP leaders, including
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee and
Mr LK Advani, met to take
stock of the situation as the
Congress mounted pressure in
Parliament for the “tainted”
CM’s dismissal.

T'ESTATESMM

Ms Bharan has to appear m
the court on 19 September.

Even if she manages to get
bail, the moral question of her
continuation as a minister
would remain.

There are, therefore, many
who want Ms Bharati to resign
and force the hands of the UPA
government on the issue of
tainted ministers.

Others say that this is the best
opportunity to get rid of the
temperamental sadhvi who has
embarrassed the party on many
occasions. But the RSS is likely
to back her.

Former Union minister, Mr
Arun Jaitley, who is the party’s
general secretary in-charge of
Madhya Pradesh, said that the
case against Ms Bharati did not
involve moral turpitude unlike
the cases against the tainted
ministers in the UPA govern-
ment. Mrs Sushma Swaraj of
the BJP alleged that the
Congress-led Karnataka gov-
ernment decided to withdraw
the revision petition after the
NDA raised the issue of tainted
ministers in Parliament.
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Vajpayee succeeds
‘{\x Qﬁ\ﬁ:inﬂva out, NDA in

.Mthe BJP’s chintyn baithak in Goa concluded with a victory
for Vajpayee. After the retreat, forced upon him over
Narendra Modi stepping down as chief minister and the
demands by RSS that there must be a return to its Hindutva
ideology, the ex-prime minister needed the help of friends
in the NDA. The RSS has even insisted that they may
launch another ‘Hindu’ outfit if the BJP do not toe the line.
The Goa meeting which had its share of RSS pracharaks,
saw much wrangling on the issue. But it was Vajpayee, the
pragmatist, who realised early, that a return to Hindutva
would alienate allies and insisted on keeping out the ‘H’
word. The threat by allies like Janata Dal (U) and TDP to
withdraw from NDA if it did not stay committed to the
common minimum programme leaving out three Hindutva
planks of Ram Mandir, uniform civil code, and Article 370,
helped Vajpayee push his case.

Vajpayee, the shrewd politician, is keen to keep the NDA
intact just in case the current UPA government meets an
untimely end. If the NDA is present as an alternative, there
will ,be greater pressure on the UPA. The former prime
minister, who was against early Lok Sabha polls, sees the
need to keep the Opposition united. The BJP on their own
do not have the numbers or the base for a government. The
RSS believe that they should be looking at the party’s long
term future and building up their base by luring more
people to shakhas. Their task would be easier if Hindutva is
imposed on the NDA. But the allies have their own
compulsions to keep it out. The TDP saw its entire Muslim
and liberal Hindu vote shifting away in the recent Assembly
and Lok Sabha elections. If partners do a ‘back to basics’
than they can quit the NDA but not otherwise. The Janata
Dal (U) has a similar problem but more acute as they have
Assembly elections in Bihar and Jharkhand in early 2005.
Hence it is in the interest of all the constituents of the NDA
to keep Hindutva at bay. Vajpayee’s success at holding the
alliance together shows what a master of coalition politics
he is.

MS”"&MAM . 7 UG 20
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Qo BJP IN TROUBLE

THERE IS TO be no end to the Bhgﬁtiya Janata
Party’s current troubles, judging by the warn-
ings and threats hurled in its direction — first
by its spiritual mentor, the Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh, and now, its once-trusted allies,
the Janata Dal (United) and the Telugu Desam
Party. That the demands are diametrically op-
posite in nature only compounds the BJP’s mi-
sery. On the one hand, there is the RSS with its
fiat that the BJP, wholly and firmly, reassert its
Hindutva identity. On the other, there are the
JD(U) and the TDP, both of whom have regis-
tered their objections precisely to such a
course. Barely did news filter out that, at its
‘Chintan Baithak’ (brainstorming session) in
Goa, the BJP was contemplating a ‘return’ to its
ideological moorings when the JD(U) struck. In
a resolution passed at its national executive,
the party hinted at a parting of ways: “We shall
never compromise with religious bigotry.” The
TDP’s threat was sharper and more direct. “If
the BJP chooses to adopt the communal agen-
da, we will sever ties with it,” said a party spo-
kesperson. Certainly there is an element of
grandstanding here. As long as the BjP was
seen to be successfully running the govern-
ment, its ideology posed few problems for its
friends, be it the RSS or the non-Hindutva allies
in the National Democratic Alliance.

Indeed, it would be hard not to remember
the JD(U)’s willing complicity in the BJjP’s
‘communal’ agenda. Today George Fernandes
may cite Hindutva as a reason for wanting to
opt out of the NDA, but it was the same Mr.
Fernandes who stood as the BJP’s staunchest
supporter during the genocidal anti-minorities
pogrom in Gujarat. In the course of a parlia-
mentary debate on Gujarat, he seemed to offer
an apologia for rape on the plea that it was a
common enough offence. The TDP expressed

itself against the pogrom but did not translate
its words into action, and consequently Chan-
drababu Naidu's oft-repeated commitment to
secularism came across as weak and self-serv-
ing. Similarly, for all the time that Atal Bihari
Vajpayee was eulogised as the ultimate leader,
the RSS only too willingly went along with the
‘governance first’ thesis propounded by the BJP
leadership. Today, if the knives are out for the
BJP, it is in no small measure due to the drub-
bing it received in the 2004 elections.

The BJP’s 10-point Goa charter is an attempt
at once to please its allies and the RSS. Party
president Venkaiah Naidu typically displayed
some verbal acrobatics when he expounded on
“further expanding the party with a focus on
ideological orientation.” The artful doubles-
peak notwithstanding, there can be no doubt-
ing the winner in the event the BJP has to make
a choice between its allies and the RSS. In a
significant speech in Mumbai recently, Lal
Krishna Advani approvingly quoted the Jan
Sangh’s decision to stay with the RSS following
the dual membership controversy that brought
down the Janata Party government. However,
any unapologetic return to hardline Hindutva
will only strengthen the bigots and push the BJP
towards the brink. It is time the party accepted
the real reasons for its defeat. What cost it a
third term in office was not a dilution of
Hindutva, but its self-created image as a highly
divisive party that favoured the rich against vast
sections of the poor and the marginalised. As
further proof, one can point to Uttar Pradesh
where the BJP lost the ideologically crucial con-
stituencies of Varanasi, Mathura, and Faizabad
(where Ayodhya falls). No less significant is the
rout suffered by two champions of the Ram
temple, Vinay Katiyar and  Swami
Chinmayanand.
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410 conclus\i]ons’ to strengthen BJP

Qé By Anil Sastry )(\'0'\‘

AUG. 2. The four-day
‘chintdn baithak’ (brainstorm-
ing session) of the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party, which concluded
here on Monday, has come out
with “10-point conclusions”
outlining the future course of
action, including the strength-
ening and expansion of the par-
ty. The theme of the session was

“Looking Back, Looking Ahead.”
+ At a press conference here,
the BJP president, M. Venkaiah
Naidu, said that the strengthen-
ing process would focus on ide-
ological orientation and
renewed emphasis on work cul-
ture, individual conduct and or-
ganisational discipline. Asked if
the party would go back to its
“Hindutva” ideology, he said
the BJP had always followed the
paths of “raashtravaad” (na-
tionalism) and “pragati” (devel-
opment). One could not achieve
development without national-
ism and vice-versa.

NDA to continue

Stating that the BJP was for
the continuation of the National
Democratic Alliance, he said
ideological differences would
not affect the combine. The
NDA'’s constituents would fight

united the coming Assembly
elections in five States. The
NDA would also have co-ordi-
nation with all the non-United
Progressive Alliance parties at
the Centre.

While the senior leader, L.K.
Advani, accused the Congress
and the Left parties of working
against the national interest, in
its “conclusions” the party said
it would expose the “nexus” be-
tween the communal, corrupt
and criminal forces.

Mr. Naidu said “some par-

ties” in the country trusted the
Inter-Services Intelligence more
than the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh. He quoted the for-
mer Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, as saying during the
‘chintan baithak’ that “the Con-
gress and Communist combine
has started on a confrontation-
ist note. They look at the BJP as
an enemy and plan to relegate
the BJP to such a position that it
occupies no effective place in
the country. It is not a good
omen for democracy, nor is it in

the national interest.”

‘Pseudo-secularism’

- Blaming the Congress and
the Left parties for “competitive
pseudo-secularism,” the meet-
ing had decided to launch an
extensive campaign against
pseudo-secularism, including
reservation on communal lines,
Mr. Naidu said. Another “con-
clusion” was to create aware-
ness on the worsening situation
in Jammu and Kashmir and the
alarming rise of militant outfits.

BJP to hold

By Our Special Correspondent

PANAJI, AUG. 2. The Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party will hold a conclave
of its Chief Ministers on Sep-
tember 11 and 12 in New Delhi
to discuss ways and means of
making their governments
more popular.

Disclosing this to reporters
here today, the BJP president,
M. Venkaiah Naidu, said the
conclave would facilitate an ex-
change of views on various de-
velopmental issues and strive to
identify popular schemes. For
proper coordination between

conclave of Chief Ministers

the party and the governments,
guidelines would be drafted.

Panels constituted

On the agreement signed by
India on the revised framework
for discussions at the World
Trade Organisation, Mr. Naidu
said the ‘chintan baithak’ felt
that the agreement was against
the interests of farmers. The
party had formed a committee,
comprising former Ministers
Arun Jaitley, Yashwant Sinha
and Arun Shourie, to study the
agreement and give a report
within five days.

Another committee, headed
by the former Minister, Murli
Manohar Joshi, had been
formed to study and report the
demographic invasion taking
place in the border States.

When asked whether the
term “strengthening the ideol-
ogy” referred to the strengthen-
ing of Hindutva, Mr. Naidu said
“Hindutva” was a way of life
and that BJP had always used it
when needed. “If you want to
shun Hindutva, do you shun the
country which is Hindustan or
stop reading The Hindu,” he
asked.

. 1 ﬁ)() ?m\,é




Pankaj Vohra X/\ \/
New Delhi, July 24
THE DECISION of the RSS to change
the dress code of its volunteers from
khaki half pants to full pants and to
allow its pracharaks to get married
seems to be a direct admission by the
top brass that ideology is no longer
the main attraction for its hardcore
supporters.

The RSS ideclogy — underlining
Hindu nationalism as enunciated by
successive chiefs — appears to have
taken a back seat with the organisa-
tion finding it difficult to attract ded-
icated workers. In fact, there’s been a
role reversal of sorts between the
RSS and BJP. While earlier the
Sangh had considerable influence
over the BJP, it is the BJP’s cosmetic
dimensions that seem to have rubbed
off on the RSS. An element of contra-
diction has also crept in. Because on
the one hand the RSS wants to in-
crease the number of its shakhas all
over the country, but on the other it be-
lieves not too many people are attract-
ed to the organisation at the moment.
Hence the need to change the dress
code and allow pracharaks to marry.

According to a vibhag pracharak,
“It has become increasingly difficult
to attract youngsters since TV and
other sources of entertainment have
influenced society in a big way. Ear-
lier, youngsters could be persuaded
to come out in the mornings to play
kabbadi and kho kho, and slowly
we'd introduce them to the RSS ide-
ology.” But a zila pracharak has a dif-
ferent view. He feels that yoga is be-

RSSin Jdeology dilemma

HT PHOTO

A file photograph of RSS volunteers in full uniform.

coming increasingly popular all over
the world and the Sangh should use
this to get to younger people.

There is also a debate that power
has had a negative influence on many
pracharaks. Functionaries now want
air-conditioned cars when in the past
they were content with bicycles. The
top brass recognises the influence of
money and power on volunteers and
wants the course correction to be car-
ried out at the earliest.

It is no wonder then that the RSS is
once again pushing the Golwalkar
school of thought, which holds ideolo-
gy as supreme. It is in this light that

T AR TIMEE

the BJP has been told to make a few
changes. The brass is worried that
many key functionaries are under the
influence of certain BJP leaders and,
therefore, have been overlooking the
BJP’s deviation from its ideology.

But as far as critics of the Sangh
are concerned, the reported changes
are merely to “hoodwink” people.
“There is need to change mindsets.
The Sangh should shed its commu-
nal, fascist and secretive character if
it wants to become acceptable. Poli-
tics of hate must end. Knickers or pa-
nts don’t matter. Those who wear th-
em that do,” a Congress leader said.

N



(¢ Hindutva not responsible,
for Mizoram resignations

GUWAHATI, July 5. —
The BJP today denied to
accept that its hardened
stand on hindutva agenda
had created apprehension
amongst the party men in
Christian-dominated Miz-
oram where the state unit
resigned en masse recently.

The BJP unit in Mizor-
am deserted the party just
after BJP’s Mumbai con-
vention stating that it
doesn’t want to be party to
the BJP’s latest staunch
hindutva orientation.
However, the BJP leader
and former Union minis-
ter for information and
broadcasting, Mr Ravi
Shankar Prasad today
claimed that the develop-
ment.in Mizoram unit had
nothing to do with the hin-

THE 5TATESMAN

dutva agenda of the BJP.

He said the party leader-
ship was trying to assess
what had gone wrong in the
Mizoram unit, adding,
“Hindutva doesn’t mean
complete abdication of sec-
ularism.”

e asserted that Christians
in the North-east weren’t
worried over the BJP’s hin-
dutva agenda and pointed
out that there were as many
as 12 BJP Christians MLAs
from the region.

Mr Prasad, on a two-day
tour to interact with party
workers of Assam and Me-
ghalaya, said that the BJP
was already on the job to
mobilise the party cadres
in those states which are
going to Assembly polls in
the next two years. He ad-

- 'y )
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mitted that the morale of
the party workers in the re-
gion was down after “Mr
Vajpayee failed to become
the Prime Minister again.”

Party President Mr Ven-
kaiah Naidu is going to the
North-east along with
Swami Chinmoyananda to
interact with party leaders
to chalk out the party’s
election strategy for Aru-
nachal Pradesh, which is
going to polls in Septem-
ber.

The BJP usurped power
in Arunachal Pradesh last
year using the service of
Arunachal Congress lead-
er Mr Gegong Apang and
by creating defection in
the ruling Congress gov-
ernment led by Mr Mukut
Mithi. — SNS
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Saffron governors get the sack

UP, Haryana, Gujarat & Goa Raj Bhavan Occupants Evicted

New Delhi: Igr}ormg st1ff
sistance from the BJP, the Cen
tre on Friday dismissed gover-
nors of Uttar Pradesh, Gu-
jarat, Haryana and Goa with
RSS-BJP background appoint-
ed by the NDA government,
setting the stage for a fresh
round of confrontation with
i the opposition.

Vishnu Kant Shastri (UP),
Kailashpati Mishra (Gujarat),
Babu Parmanand (Haryana)
and Kidar Nath Sahni (Goa)
were removed by President
APJ Abdul Kalam. There was
no official word from the gov-
: ernment on the dismissals

from which incumbents like
i Madan Lal Khurana in Ra-
i jasthan and Rama Jois in Bi-
¢ har have escaped at least for
the time being.

The decision, the like of
which had been taken in the
past and even during the NDA
regime, was made public in a
terse Rashtrapati Bhavan com-
munique that disclosed that
the President appointed Maha-
rashtra governor Mohd. Fazal

D

Vishnu Kant tharﬂath
Shastri. Sahni

BJP cries foul, plans protest

New Delhi: Stung by the sacking of four governors ap-
pointed during the NDA rule, the BJP on Friday termed it as
“gross constitutional impropriety” and vowed to oppose the
action at all available forums amid indications that the de-
cision could be challenged in the court. BJP general secre-
tary Arun Jaitley told reporters here that the motive behind
the dismissal was “political” and accused the Congress of
preparing the ground for toppling the governments in the
states where the governors had been dismissed. agencies

Kailashpati Babu

Mishra : Parmanand

i §or

to discharge the functiors of l

Goa governor. Similarly, Mad-
hya Pradesh governor Balram
Jakhar will hold additional

P
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charge of Gujarat, his Punjab
counterpart Om Prakash Ver-
ma that of Haryana and Ut-
taranchal governor Sudhar-

A

shan Aggarwal of UP.

Strongly defending the deci-
sion, the Congress said the
four governors were sacked
not because they belonged to a
particular political party but
were “for a long time associat-
ed with the Sangh Parivar”, a
byword for RSS.

The removal of the gover-
nors come at a time when the
BJP-led opposition has already
given enough notice of carry-
ing ahead its campaign on the
issue of “tainted” ministers in
Parliament during the budget
session beginning Monday.

The issue of continuance of
these governors came to the
fore after the change of guard
at the Centre with the Left
parties and other con-
stituents of the UPA coalition
pressing for their removal.
The government first sound-
ed out the targeted personali-
ties through official channels,
conveying to them that it
would be better if they resign
on their own rather than in-
vite dismissal. Agencies
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V¥ A PLOT RETOLD, WITH TWISTS 40,

THE BHARATIYA JANATA Party’s national ex-
ecutive, meeting in Mumbai between 22-24
June, did what political parties of the New Right
do when they lose elections: tighten up, look
for fresh scapegoats, and pursue hardness and
certainty in ideology. The painful reappraisal
that preceded the ‘rededication to ideology and
idealism’ has been widely interpreted in the
media as a return to ‘Hindutva’ and ‘Hindu
Rashtra’. In the perception of party strategists,
this assessment is way off because the party
was never allowed to move away from these
goals — except in the wishful thinking of con-
fused liberals who, among other things, com-
mitted the laughable blunder of taking the best
face and voice of the BJP, Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
for someone who, Moses-like, would lead his
followers to a new land. What the Mumbai ex-
ercise was all about was a re-setting of gun-
sights to prepare the party for its role as the
principal Opposition; and to look for a fast
track to take it back to the corridors of power.

The real task before the BJP in Mumbai was
to come to terms with Verdict 2004. It was a
rather complex verdict containing its own con-
tradictions but was a clear enough rejection by
the national electorate of the party that claimed
to have supplanted the Congress as the pre-
eminent party in the political system. That vot-
ers rejected most of the BJP’s allies even more
emphatically was not a consolation but a dou-
ble blow — because the strategy of extensive
development and expansion into areas of
weakness through striking deals with all and
sundry had been checked effectively. The Polit-
ical Resolution adopted by the BJP’s national
executive, aside from characterising the forma-
tion of the Congress-led Government with out-
side support from the Left and other parties as
a “regressive development in the life of our Re-
public,” goes to extraordinary lengths to con-
test the victors’ claim that Verdict 2004 was a
mandate for anti-communal, secular govern-
ance. It misses by a mile the basic truth that the
14th general election turned primarily on basic
livelihood concerns and issues arising from
mass deprivation, which the ham-handed slo-
gan of ‘India Shining’ seemed to run against
and mock. Was not the neglect of these con-
cerns and issues the basic cause of the defeat of
the Congress in States it ruled or was ruling
until fairly recently?

Instead of probing the causes of the election
debacle seriously, the BJP came up with super-
ficial or diversionary explanations, such as
‘overconfidence’, ‘complacency’, a failure to
detect negative trends in several major States
and take timely corrective action, and unex-
pected ‘anti-incumbency’ against close to 50
per cent of sitting BJP MPs. Nor did the dis-
cussion go deeply into why several allies of the
party (in the words of its president, M. Ven-
kaiah Naidu)} “left on their own [although] we
did not leave any of our allies”; and why most of
those who stayed with the BJP fared even worse
than it did. The party, in fact, seemed to be in
denial of its defeat. In place of a serious expla-
nation came grand theory. This was articulated
in terms of the alienation of leaders from the
party cadres and the sangh parivar and “a
weakening of the emotional bonds with our
core constituency,” the ideological parivar that
had “laboured hard to put us in our present
position.” L.K. Advani went a step further. He
remarked that while the BJP-led National Dem-
ocratic Alliance (NDA) Government was recog-
nised as a “Hindutva government” by its
opponents and the rest of the world, “the only
two entities that did not so recognise this gov-
ernment were our ideological parivar and our-
selves.” Well might the party strongman have
quoted Brutus in Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar:
“But when he once attains the upmost round,/

He then unto the ladder turns his back,/Looks
into the clouds, scorning the base degrees/By
which he did ascend.” The Advani message was
clear: the party could not afford, in future, to
dilute its ideological moorings; and its growth
could not be at the expense of “what we have,”
namely, hard-core Hindutva.

Aside from rededication to Hindutva, the BJP
sought to distance itself from the mystique it
had created around the persona of Mr. Vajpayee
by coining the “nation first, party next, self last”
slogan. Significantly, there was no economic
resolution either, although there was a mention
in the political resolution of the economic
achievements of the Vajpayee Government and
there was a reiteration of the party’s commit- |
ment to development in Mr. Naidu’s presiden-
tial speech. The ‘India Shining’ slogan was not
just scrupulously avoided; unwept and unsung,
it was given a dishonourable burial. Rhetorical
flourishes apart, two trends were in evidence.
One was the overwhelming role of the sangh
parivar in determining the party’s agenda. The
second was the denial of the Vajpayee legacy
and the emergence of Mr. Advani as the torch-
bearer of the ideological constituency.

There was a twist to this plot foretold. Party
conferences are a mix of rhetoric, pious intent,
and sometimes interesting sidelights. It is rare,
however, for the ‘tallest’ leader in a party to
supply the anecdotal and gossipy bits. Howev-
er, Mr. Vajpayee changed all this. During the
run-up to the Mumbai conclave, he made
waves by targeting Gujarat's infamous Chief
Minister, Narendra Modi, and seeming to sug-
gest that the path ahead for the party involved
getting rid of Mr. Modi and those like him. This
line of thinking encountered, as one might have
expected from the sangh parivar, fierce resist-
ance led by the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh’s
top brass. So not for the first time Mr. Vajpayee
withdrew his demand. Then speaking at a func-
tion to launch a book on himself on the penulti-
mate day of the national executive, he reacted
to a chorus of his supporters by declaiming in
Marathi (which he speaks expertly) that he was
no longer interested in leading the party and
that he had had enough. He also spoke of the
‘spray’ of criticism being directed at him, an
obvious reference to the flak he got from the
ideological parivar for suggesting that Mr. Modi
was a liability. Mr. Vajpayee’s remarks were
widely interpreted as a precursor to his exit
from active politics. His speech on the conclud-
ing day, therefore, created great expectations.
The final twist came with the former Prime
Minister dismissing his remarks as a ‘joke’ and
announcing his continuation in active politics
and, more particularly, his determination to
campaign actively in the coming Maharashtra
Assembly elections. Is the Vajpayee era finally
over? This question cannot be answered confi-
dently before the outcome of the next round of
battles — the Assembly elections that will be
held in five States over the next year — is
known. But the Mumbai conclave made one
thing clear. Over the past two decades, starting
with its two Lok Sabha seats in 1984, the BJP has
made big gains in the electoral and political are-
na. Its shift to a strategy of extensive develop-
ment seemed to pay off and it seemed to come
close to becoming the leading party in the polit-
ical system. Both the 13th and 14th general
elections provided impressive evidence that the
Vajpayee ‘factor’, whatever it was, enabled the
party to perform far above its level in the na-
tional electoral arena. But this expansion and
growth reached its limits in 2004 and the party
was thrown back a long way, much further po-
litically than its “just seven seats behind the
Congress” suggests. The interesting question is:
is it the beginning of a long-term decline for the
BJP and its alliance-building strategy?




It was all

" in humour,”"
says Vajpayee

By Neena Vyas

MUMBAI, JUNE 24. The former
Prime Minister, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, today explained
away his “humorous” remarks
in Marathi made yesterday at
the party workers’ meeting
here. But the explanation was
not without a bit of a sting.
Addressing the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party’s concluding ses-
sion of its three-day national
executive meeting for over 40
minutes, Mr. Vajpayee said: “I
see that some people have lost
the shine on their faces today.
Perhaps, my remarks in Ma-
rathi yesterday are the rea-
son.” He then went on to
“explain” that when party
workers had raised the slogan
agli bari Atal Bihari (next time
it will be Atal Bihari), “I could
hardly be expected to nod a
‘ves’ when the party has only
recently been defeated.” “After
all, I had left the job of Prime
Minister after six years only a
few weeks ago.” His response
to the slogans was: “ata bari
nako (no next time), pushkal
jhale (enough is enough).”
Sometimes, he said, one did
not want to do “gadbad (create
chaos), gadbad just happens.
When words leave the mouth
they are like arrows that can-
not be taken back.” But senior
leaders admitted that Mr. Vaj-
payee did not “explain” his
other controversial sentence at
the meeting: “For the first time
I have been under attack (pehli
baar mere upar baucharen pad
rahi hain).,” Party leaders ig-
nored this, and emphasised, as
the party president, M. Ven-
kaiah Naidu, did emphasise:
“Vajpayee is our tallest leader.
There is no doubt about this.”
After Mr. Vajpayee’s out-
burst yesterday, the Leader of
the Opposition, LK. Advani,
Mr. Naidu, and the general sec-
retary, Pramod Mahajan, who
had been present at the work-
ers’ meeting, went to Mr. Vaj-

payee’s suite at the hotel for
dinner. But according to some,
Mr. Vajpayee steered the con-
versation away from party pol-
itics to food.

Mr. Naidu later told the
press that Mr. Vajpayee de-
clared that he would campaign
with redoubled vigour during
the coming Assembly elec-
tions. “We will fight back and
come back,” he told the exec-
utive members.

He also made the point that
power was not the goal in it-
self, but the party wanted pow-
er in order to fulfil its dream of
making India a strong and
prosperous nation, a dream
that remained unfulfilled.

Other leaders said that Mr.
Vajpayee expressed the view
that the Manmohan Singh
Government would not last.
There were many “inner con-
tradictions in it,” he was re-
ported to have said. It was born
with problems.”

Also, Mr. Vajpayee said that
while the successes of his Gov-
ernment in the areas of nation-
al highways and
telecommunications were
there, perhaps these issues
were “not directly related to
the ground realities of poor In-
dia.” He admitted that some-
where, somehow, the party
was not able to carry its mess-
age to and influence the poor
voters.

He told the executive that it
was time to come out of the
mood of sadness and disap-
pointment, and take a decision
to work for the party with dedi-
cation.

Mr. Vajapyee is reported to
have again lapsed into hu-
mour, telling the party presi-
dent: “Do not dig so deep to
find the reasons for our defeat
that nothing comes out.” Was
he warning, in his enigmatic
style, that the party should not
try to paper over the reasons
for its defeat?

‘BJP moving ahead’: Page 13 ~~

Z’!ﬁgéf i 5

¢ Sulv U

e



. SNS — 'suonosja eyqeg
HO] 3u9091 a3 Ul 59104 U0 Jod g Inoqe pajjod Yorym ‘Aireq fewes uel
-nyed 9y3 yim Jurudife JON-$S213U0D oY) JO POIEDdS SIB SISPEI] JrY
. *93pa dAIsISp ® uonisodd o Suiaig
Quomruorod s1e)s oyl JsureSe 2304 Aouaquinour-nue Ju2o 19d gy 158
Je_$31RWNSS J[g A U0 18d g¢ SJON-$§218u0) a3 jswede sojoa
130 10d ¢ pamds DUEBIE BUSS AIYS-dfg Y} SUOHOI]D 6661 Y1 Uy
"PAYSIIqeISD SI S)SLIOLID) YIIMm SYUIf S Uy
-Teus Jetysy 1 duelje JON-5s213u0) Y 1surede opeiy v younej pjnom
Soueljle 3y} IRy} PIes IIPES] J[f V¥ "SUOISRIO0 ISHIED UO PINIOoM Sy
SIY.L "onss! eAYNPUIH 9Y3 dn 33e1 03 ST SPIAIP Y} SUWODISA0 03 Aem Su()
"G66T 19118 dwed jeyl
uoneindod ayj jo uonesirenIas moje jou soop ‘suoneyruy feorydergoss
SBY YoM ‘Tequinjy uo amssaxd oYy, as 3od siopisino o) pesoddo jou
SEM BUIS 90} Jey) urejdxa 03 Suidn osie st Jrg oy uoida oy ul s)ess A1q
-wasse p¢ ul uonnadal e proae qJ, 'sjjod eyqes Yoy ays ur Tequnjy Ut A1
-aedY A1xed oY1 1500 (G661 19)e Sured oym 9s0Y3) s1opisino o3 uorsoddo
$BUSG YT, "FuNOW SANNOXS [EUOKEU SYf} Ul PIIJ[OI SE ALIOM urew
S.d[H Y} sem SIYT "woy) jsurede jou sem BUSS By} Jey) woy) Juuns
~SE pUE SanIUNUIWIOD Snoliea Jo s1aped] Sunssu 4q spuswe Furyew si ‘Ae
-19%oey ], Ted IN JSIY0 eUaS AYS Inq ASa1es S1y) ut swajqoid poreard
BUSS AIYS oY) AQ dn payel SPIAIP IOPISING SNSISA UBLIIYSEIRYEIA ayL
"pres Ajareand Jopes] 4rg © “ued BAINPUIH
3Y1 U0 U0N03[3 Uk 2q [[Ia UOHOS] A[QUISSSY ST T, ‘uSreduwres  eanpuryy,,
e USnoJyl eljyseleyep Ul JUOUILIOAOS Q0uBlfie JON-Ss215u0D) oY)
a3poysip 03 sadoy Soueffe eudg ANS-d(d L — '$T dunf TvaINOIN

sfiod enysereye 10§ yueid eagnpury

IPOW [0131100 dTewEp Ul Jfg

"Vd 2Y) Jo sain
-[¥8] ay3 uo sqel doay o3 LAured oy
3]qeus doj syradxa pue sqA Jo §993
=IO [9A9] 103{qns dn 355 03 pa
~p1oap Aued oy 1, “Aured oyy ases) 03
991) a1om A3ojoap1 K1aed a3 03 pay
~HWWGD 10U 3S0Y3} JeYl PIBS U2AD
1] "A80joapt 2100 oy} 03 Josu Jur
-1edIpApal AQ $9A9RLI00 Aidde o
1y8nos pue oundosipur pojusuue|
‘ounidiosip uo siseyduio jea13 preg

SNS — .i8mod o 1no sisijejusiepun;
ay dedy 0} Ajuo Juswiuenob ydn eyl
0} 1oddns 286 ep, :pres semsig juy
IN Asejaioes ejels N-1dD “Wswitienot
Ydn ey} 10} BuiALp Jees yoeq

sy} Buiop st W-1dD ey} 1Byl juewislels
peliodal sjuBAPY M 7 i 0} Buorey
'siuewinBre Jeqos, s.eefedlep

JN pawodjem InweuL 8y) Jeyun)
safLouI eyl ejeusije AjaIns fim, ey
epuabie eAinpuiH SY JO uonBuLIRe)
S.drg 8yl Jano Addeyun si Alred

8y} pres Aepo) Jopes| |newul] Jojues
V "aull BANpUIK S, drg Ang 0} seshje)
{nuieull] 8yj —¥g ‘aunt "vivyIOM

Ol Wd) ‘Inwnuy

3ADNIOX3 oY) jo Aep Suipnppuos
3y} uo paydope uwonnjosal Yy,
" 3daouod wysappms,, e uo paseq
‘Juswdofasp pajess[aooe pue paj
-eI301UI S BIPU] 0] J{3S}! PAIIWIOD
pue 1sappms surgepal o} jyInos
Aued ayy uoneu uerpuy oy
3o A3nuapr d1seq oy se eanpury,,
payood-yood gomym ‘sisunurwio)y
3y} pue ssIZU0D) 93 03 J[I3eq [0
-130103p1 oY) Sunye) jo ayods uass
) ‘Teaueqd ySueg oy yum digs
-uoneqar sfred oy noqe onsdo
-jode aq 03 J0u s1}I0M payse pue
A80j0apy 2100 31 03 JUAUNTWWIOD
34} AINJIP JOU PIP I ‘ISASMOK
"aFewep sy Suropun 10 peaye
%SB) 9Y3 UO UOHN|OSI [eUILIO S)1 0)
uonoas & papuadde 31 ‘uory Ajuou
-Twr 9y} o suondaouossiw asowas
pue A1 o3 SuiBpojd Aq Auourw-i3
-ue 3uraq i jo uorssaxdwi o) 3091
-100 03 1Y3nos Aepoy Jrd o ‘eA)
-0puly pue A§0[oopr 2100 soiseq
341 0} joeq, J0 d8essow ayj Juas Jur
-ARY 1YY ~— “pT ‘ounf TyEININ

'3

v e

S ATl



AR TS FAMSA (I

Gl Bfoe AEed offe o4l | oTAS Ie olyE-eres TeiRe afsiEm)
2000, WA | 2000, AHTH |
oM | (Tore we (SITh wTeral
B AGC: WA SAe 73, | I I AN
Abres W% e WA | AR @3 FE

’Wmmﬁf@mi

3008, 39 YR, Wi
- TR QTS| R

e Btz Tl 18 g s Femics o vee
SRR FA AHE HFRE AET T ol gen Bs v
AR feell rrew et sees Bice) dumeie wre, @ W
@ I3 7RI ~{f51feTS 2R, Teim cvey (@ 7 REcwE Teir
sl fefers wwy orew afe, ¢ AT39 oI MHAd TE
o Reta 2 Tt @2 SafRemes #IF5ies aremes| et
CEACRA, (OIBR AT (PIAET @Be 8 ata firares, wifds
Ty 513, g o (um iee S ey e w1 (o,
e Titae B Sroret w1 ora) weffs, Baww @ WeRaw
A SO (AF AR QA TgH oY 2re 7@ R
ATEr PifRwy #et T, TR ¢ THS SHCET T SR
% 92 1 SIS TS ST S ([ 410 AR 2
VI, ©f (12| O FRIF W AR et @ fifen st
2fSB1tTa FFI TS A

CPRIST BTorTs) TR amETR «B1Z e Igel| @ S
FO AFATT IgeiR ToF frerd weet ey erwedin a9l
weR I few | e Reanfions &9a ol ok Red wo
CF TS T, AR gl 29Iz R wiow @ R
TR TG ©IF IO NerweE k|

p

QRN <y

TG AN GrIATR AT Bl SiRAIbeE @ ;e
QT ATATE, BTG (8L 33 T2 4(R b2 RFE DA wfSw
AN EfFe AR WIT AT (TN A 97 Sl
iR gow FEf (o Ty, vitee 3 e kA g Tire
AER AR S B 203, G 2t 8 w1 few)
fef wfa gfem swdm s 18 9w W& sfiw foare:
T N8 TS, (SINT H FACCH AET MecEd TR e
(S0 (79, 93 (I PIED) S FACE T ©Ive (72 179 W
e Te @ A
Wi AN ST GTTS T3, e Mg, H, nems 0w
FICS FF, PG LA AVITS 2(F) AR VIS G0
I ECe 7C3| Ao wAS A, e s e
Ry wiae v € e T3 wEiE) iy Woe, g% W
i FwE Al Ags FaEeE ovg @b S STE S
ez cog oram 2k, Fir9, (PRSI (Faa BoR A
el «F e cm Rfcasiedta Soisiee 78 33, ouwg
1 GRS O 07| ©12 bt el fow | Rrg @68 A0t Alager
I W GRS (Fa2 Ak SR weifieg |
AYNTE (2 CFaaf Bivoe TR Mraer— el e e

DI AFCA=2e

T FY, S TE ¢ Wi e aret Aifes Ao
AR, TTOT TGN 8 T ey 7w orRmiie
wESa | (75, Ripe, Aess @ @wiends woe! wiffs sifawoie
TSR I FFCR M 1 WAIZHT S, IE T
TRENIT AL (U0 IR ), IR Jiwals Srmmis ey ooy wiae
mmlﬁﬂsmmwmwwmmmﬂ
TR IS S ST O TP SR 83 AEGS A -
TS LA (1 TR FIHIE FICH 7S] TS PN 7 8 ¢
Il efevitas Site 08 STl Few TS 29 i

1% FFIR, e @ Tamw e @ foed weicg, G & b
CTCN} S T4 TR AT RO, Q9 R TR r\
&), AR T @ (09 WS ST S8 o1 20%,
o8 y3ms (e @il @I T i), sepR, welg, SwEw
@ S7{fBCe o THiaT 2 | ofmrcEE (TR SiReat R,
52 ¢ Frga NAes wae Pt owhife wifs-Sorenfer
A @SSR TP € ©iF T V- Fa121aia Ser oo
Wi el WwEe 99 ATR) AR TG SRS
T, Ol @Fuee Sifds FAve weiE, Seiics aemtes
S AT AFATSe @IS 20 WETR TWHRFOT CiiE|
STIER Wi, Wil @ AT (TA0e G2 I IR 0w
TP IS P




‘Atal ‘fgd up’, Advani
junks moderﬁlte line

BHARAT BHUSHAN

! Mumbai, June 23: Atal Bi-
hari VaJpayee ratcheted up
tension over leadersh1p and
political direction in the BJP
today with his enigmatic
statement that he was “fed
up”.

Vajpayee’s policies, leader-
ship and the moderate direction
in which he was trying to steer
the party have come under se-
vere criticism over the last
two days at the BJP’s national
executive,

While releasing a book on his

‘government’s achievements at
Mumbai’'s Shanmukhananda
Hall, Vajpayee let slip how g;pset
he was when his own coll
were attacking him. “Wheéh
people are hitting out at me, thls
book will come in Handy,” he
exclaimed.

The stunned silence that fol-
lowed was broken by slogans in
Vajpayee’s favour: “Abki baqgri
Atal Bihari (It’s Vajpayee’s
turn)”, There is g election due
in Maharashtrasin-§eptember
and party workers se® express-

N
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\

ing their de-
sire to have
him at the
helm of the
campaign.

The former
Prime Minis-
ter gave a wry
smile and said
in  Marathi:
“Ataa baari nako, pushkal zhala
(No more turns, I am fed up).”

There was immediate specu-
lation whether this was Vajpay-
ee’s way of making way for an-
other leader or whether he was
only expressing his displeasure
at being targeted.

Yesterday in his address to
the national executive, party
president M. Venkalah Naidu
had argued against the “virus of
individualism” without, howev-
er, naming Vajpayee.

Today, it was close associate
LK. Advani’s turn to attempt to
bury hislegacy.

Vajpayee has often used state-
ments lending themselves to am-
biguous interpretation in the
past to consolidate control over
the party But this strategy

worked when

‘ he was the
No more prime Minis.
ter and the th-
turns’ reat of quitti-
fam ng would
have led to

fedup? [ [
Today, par-
ty stalwarts

and Sangh organisations are
ranged against him and it is
doubtful if subtle hints like “fed
up” will be as effective.

Vajpayee is scheduled to ad-
dress the party leaders tomor-
row when a firmer indication of
his intentions or a clear expoun-
ding of his views may come.

There was no doubt today,
however, that even Advani has
had his turn at taking on the Vaj-
payee line and blaming it for the
electoral debacle.

The failure of the BJP to
blend good governance with
the “prudent politics” of
consolidating its Hindutva
constituency was the primary
cause of its “unexpected” defeat,
Advani said. The BJP, he sug-
gested paid- for ignoring its

Hindutva support base.

That this was essentially an
argument against the Vajpayee
line was evident when Advani
lamented: “Our opponents in the
country called us a ‘Hindutva
government’. The rest of the
world recognised us as a ‘Hindut-
va government’. However, the
only two entities that did not do
so were our ideological ‘parivar’
and ourselves.”

Claiming that the party pro-
vided good governance while in
power, Advani, however, suggest-
ed that it dlluted its brandmg
with the very people and organi-
sations which catapulted it to
power. The net result: the key
supporters were alienated and
the advantage of trying to
expand the party’s base re-
mained dubious.

Although Advani began by
praising Vajpayee (“We are bles-
sed with the leadership of Shri
Atalji”), he essentially sought to
bury his legacy. He criticised at-
tempts to expand the party’s ba-
se at the expense of confusing its
core “ideological constituency”.
@ See Page 6
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BJP conclave rewmds to Hindutva tum‘

After Temple, party |
tees off with terror

MANINI CHATTERJEE
MUMBA!, JUNE 22 Q (é@
i
F EMPEROR Babar and his
“aulad” were the hate figures
that animated the BJP and RSS
, campaign against “pseudo sec-
ularism” in the late 1980s and early
1990s, Ishrat Jahan Sheikh and other
“terrorists” of herilk threaten tobe the
new icons of hate for the BIP as the
party searches for a vehicle to take it
back to hardline Hindutva.

With the Maharashtra Assembly
elections looming in the horizon, the
BIJP and the Shiv Sena have decided
to make the most of the recent “en-
counter” killings in Ahmedabad and
“expose” the Congress and other par-
ties for raising questions on the deaths
and expressing initial sympathy for
the teenaged girl from Mumbra.

But the Maharashtra elections
apart, the BJP — following its deci-
sion to get back to its RSS roots and
aggressively champion its “party with
a difference” status — seems to be
keen to make “terrorism” the num-
ber one issue in its national arsenal, at
least pending the renewal of Ayodhya
or some other religio-emotive issue in
the coming years.

Thiswas evident in party president
M. Venkaiah Naidu’s inaugural
speech at the three-day BJP national

- executive meeting that began in the
plush environs of the 7-star Renais-
sance Hotel overlooking the pic-
turesque Powai lake this morning.

While railing against the UPA
Government at the Centre (which he
ridiculed as being disunited, regres-
sive, and not an alliance but “an oppor-
tunistic arrangement for power-shar-

ing”), Naidu spoke atlength about the

QC; < /7(‘(\1

National éxecutive
whitewash begins

1 MUMBAE: BJP chief Venkaiah Naidu’s inaugural speech at
the party’s national executive meeting on Tuesdaywas largely an
exercise in denial and defiance, blaming none and blaming all for
the drubbing in the Lok Sabha elections.

He did grudgingly admit that “over-confidence might have
led to complacency in certain places”. Over-confidence, com-
placency “among our workers and traditienal voters” and “anti-
incumbency” against sitting MPs were listed as some of the rea-

| sonsleadingtothe party’sdefeat. .

These apart, the BJP chiefblamed “local factors” for the de-
feat and said there was no clear or uniformnational pattern. He
said in a few states, the BJP had “suffered on account of alliance
factor” but quickly added: “I am not saying this to put the blame
on our allies, but only as a matter of fact. We have no regrets.”
Naidu claimed that some allies had left the NDA before the
elections but the BIP had not deserted any ally, clearly forgetful
of the clamour in BIP state units before polls to break off with al-
liance partnersin Haryana, Assam, even Tamil Nadu.

There was no mention of the role of the top brassin the
elections in spite of mounting criticism within the party, con-
firming the fears of the rank and file that the post-mortem ses-
sion would largely be a whitewash as far as the leadership is

concerned.

—ENS

mindset of the new Government and
those associated with it. .

~ He described the mindset as “the
phenomenon  of - competitive
pseudo-secularism” and went on to
outline its features. These included
the fact that the CMP does not men-
tion cross-border terrorism, the Gov-
ernment’s promise to repeal POTA,

* and the criticism of “pseudo-secular

parties and organisations” of the
killing of four persons, who were part
of a “Lashkar-e-Toiba conspiracy to

kill Shri Narendra M
Ahmedabad police.

In fact, the Ishrat case has come to
Modi’s rescue, with even the Shiv Sena
— which had earlier been critical of
him — backing the Chief Minister on
the “encounter” issue. Vajpayee’s link-

i”, by the

‘ing Modi’s removal to the Gujarat ri-

ots was the first reason why the RSS
and the majority in the BIP—keen to
uphold the Hindutva line — backed
Modi. Thealleged terrorist conspiracy
to kill himiand the “pseudo-secular”

b

criticism of the “encounter” deaths has
added lustre to his image as a Hin-
dutva hero. The fact that chief Modi-
baiter Keshubhai Patel has not come
to Mumbai only underlines Modi’s
new clout inthe party.

For the BJB though, the issue goés
beyond Modi. As Naidu told his party
colleagues today: “As a nationalist
party, it is our duty to educate the peo-
ple and arouse public opinion about
the consequences of competitive
pseudo-secularism. The BJP will em-

Sushma Swara] and Maneka Gandhi at the BJP national executive meeting at Hotel
Renalssance in Powal on Tuesday. Manoj Patil

bark on a major nationwide campaign
on this highly disturbing issue.”
The BIP president also made it

clear that the partywould play the role

of an aggressive Opposition, especially
on Hindutva-oriented issues. Apart
from the proposed campaign against
“competitive pseudo-secularism”, he
said, “we shall soon launch a nation-
wide campaign against the Congress
and Communist parties’ vile attempts
tore-falsify India’s history in the name
of de-saffronisation of textbooks”

INDIAN Exprrgg ¢ ;N



Ache aids Modi, leg-up for Hindutva

(Clockwise from top) Newcomers to the BJP Smriti Irani, Maneka
Gandhi and Navjot Singh Sidhu at the venue. (AFP, PTD

THE TEIFGORATH

Mumbai, June 22: Miffed q/
the party rallying behind his
bete noir Narendra Modi, Gu-
jarat’s strongman and former
chief minister Keshubhai Patel
chose not to attend the BJP’s na-
tional executive meet, citing ill
health. However, that did not pre-
vent the Modi issue from at least
being mentioned.

What Keshubhai wanted to
do, Tathagata Roy, the president
of the Bengal unit of the BJP, ac-
complished. He cited the post-
Godhra communal riots as hav-
ing affected the party’s electoral
chances in the state as the entire
Muslim community had been
alienated. It was a bare mention,
and nobody picked up the issue
when the floor was thrown open
for discussion.

“It was not picked up because
everyone knows that traditional-
ly the Muslims have never voted
for us in Bengal. They are CPM
voters. So what is the big issue
about their polarisation?” a na-
tional executive member asked.

When the Gujarat elections
results came up for discussion,
the only oblique reference to
Modi’s role was when the farm-
ers’ agitation in parts of the sta-
te was mentioned. The agitation
against the inability of the gov-
ernment to supply adequate po-
wer has been going on for nearly
one-and-a-half years and is led
by the Bharatiya Kisan Sangh, a
front organisation of the Rasht-
riya Swayamsevak Sangh.

Although the Gujarat gov-
ernment’s handling of the farm-
ers’ agitation came up for some
criticism, Modi was not an issue
in himself. The emphasis in-
stead was on analysing the rea-
sons for the shrinking and com-
paratively lower percentage of
votes polled by the BJP, com-
pared to the Congress.

Had Keshubhai been present,

mmssrmmgel %\m

Keshubhai, whose ‘aching
knees’ kept him away

the farmers’ issue might have
been taken up slightly more
forcefully. He enjoys wide sup-
port among the state’s farming
community.

BJP spokesperson Mukhtar
Abbas Nagqvi, however, seemed
to be testing credulity when he
insisted that the reason for
Keshubhai’s absence was noth-
ing more than a bout of ill
health. Keshubhai apparently
cited his aching knees for not
being able to reach Mumbai.

A senior BJP leader tried to
lighten the atmosphere by say-
ing, “it is only pain in his knees,
not in his heart”. But Keshub-
hai’s absence was palpable.

His absence may have actual-
ly helped the party. Had he at-
tended the meeting, he might
have been prompted to intervene
when the election results of Gu-
jarat were being discussed or
when the meeting took up dis-
cussion of the political resolu-
tion tomorrow.

« o t‘tednd\ir‘lg the national exec-

utive meeting for Keshubhal
might have been doubly insult-
ing — with the party not only
justifying Modi’s retention
but also endorsing his brand of
Hindutva.

At the meeting of the party’s
hational executive today, party
president M. Venkaiah Naidu
chose to put the entire party be-
hind the Modi brand of Hindtu-
va. He not only seemed to up-
braid former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee for his pub-
lic analysis of the party’s elec-
tion defeat but also firmly reiter-
ated the party’s adherence to
Hindutva.

Naidu said there was “no
question of being apologetic
about Hindutva”, While admit-
ting that the minorities were an
integral part of the Indian na-
tion, Naidu claimed that the
party believed in “justice for all,
appeasement for none”.

The evidence of the party
consolidating support for Modi
was also evident in Naidu criti-
cising how the recent killing of
alleged Pakistan-inspired “ter-
rorists” was being viewed. He
blamed “the phenomenon of co-
mpetitive pseudo-secularism”.

He said: “What is shocking is
that certain pseudo-secular par-
ties and organisations are using
this incident in their anti-BJP
campaign and also trying to
make it into a Hindu-Muslim
issue. They are projecting it as a
case of human rights violation,
forgetting that human rights are
for the protection of innocent
citizens and cannot be misused
for the protection of terrorists
and anti-nationals.”

Naidu criticised the “audaci-
ty” of the “pseudo-secularists”
in claiming that the attack on
Akshardham had been stage-
managed. He claimed that the
party would launch a major na-
tionwide campaign against “co-
mpetitive pseudo-secular:

STILL STANDING

Modi at the meeting. (Reuters)
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BJP fails the test

: Whene_'\'fnér Modi is shbwn the door, it must be
N\ de\,isto account for Gujarat

HEY say it blown away for

now, the storm the Manali musings
stirred up in Delhi. There isno proposal
to remove Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi, Venkaiah Naidu an-
nounced on Sunday, “at this juncture”.
That could mean: that the party’s lead-
ership has decided not to decide; that a
decision has been taken and Modi ison
hisway out, only later, maybe after Ma-
harashtra’s assembly polls; that Modi
will stay. Sunday’s outcome is deeply
disappointing, The BJP was not brave
enough to meet its opportunity.

Modi must go and he must go be-
cause of his regime’s proven abdication
and culpability in Gujarat 2002. There
must be no room for equivocation on
that score. There may also be other
reasons for removing him. His tenure
has proved to be thoroughly alienating,
thoroughly morbid on many counts
and the near uprising against him in the

ranks of the Gujarat BJP would seem

to affirm that. But it would be a sad
joke if Modi were to go in the name of
one of his lesser crimes. It would be
deeply unjust to those who perished
and those who suffered during the
Trampaging violence two yearsago in his
state. And to those who continue to

AN £

suffer for lack of closure. The Best Bak-
ery retrial has only just begun in a spe-
cial court in Mumbeai this week. It is a
reminder that Modi’s Gujarat is inca-
pable of delivering justice.

Modi must go because of Gujarat
for the BJP’s sake as well. In the battle
that has raged unofficially in. and
around the party these last few days,
one section has argued that Modiisbe-
ing made scapegoat for the party’s dis-
mal showing in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions. There is no clear evidence to link
him to the party’s poor performance,
especially after the BJP won a round of
assembly polls after and including Gu-
jarat. The party must identify the real
reasons for defeat, goes the argument,
and move on. This is a bad argument
and a self-defeating prescription. Gu-
jarat is a ghost with a much larger foot-
print than can be truthfully gleaned

_ from one electoral scorecard. The

BJP’s accountability for Gujarat is a
larger one. It would be doing itself dis-
service by casting it in the narrow terms
of electoral victory and defeat. BIP
leaders needn’t go to a chintan baithak
tofigure out that nearly all roads to the
party’s future lead back to Moditva.
Rather, toits firmexile.

22 {JN ﬁnﬂﬂ



(AT wqgglw RO

o SRR cmi
WCW|WQW
QTS YANEY 2R

GAIRS T RITSCR A TS
WER AT @6 6T
oWg Praw 2Rl W
QGRS MAEY FYT T
o ol 9k @3 fFemered
el 50 veae fRoream
SN T, 9T G IG]] S
Goree Wil Afarefedl @
T T SHARR TN
SRR TN STt
FF-FiE dfF-aFEm Fw
wifAceizEm™, we 8 e ST
G- waifSx S Raafs
AR TOIW FIANST AT
RICICTIE SR S L R 4
Flarefem auw W agy
TRORS A< ¢ a2 sifdama
SR G WL eiRs,
A =&CSTRA, ATfin veeR

amwwﬁzﬁvmﬂﬁlﬁr\z
TR S 1S oif =3mICR|
R 7 Gl AT Afgeew,
Q IR MR eTSA e e
RS MRS FIACS BT TA |
AT A ARG IR Sty
¥ o @ cm-aey wece
e sron e eeiiRe Ffars
4 74 2 &30, o7 fife )

% el @F9e 436 AARS
qI&1 J-8 230O AR N A
IR, ol R Fided
AFPE WG WX W
PRI TSR G FAR SRS
ferz vre -t St
Ffamferw oeite @ W
IR SRR Woli A FRCS
¢ 230we @ A7 @ f$H e
AT GFB! (TTES BN, Gi3
ref s A5 Tt
Fg TR SwY wee
SINE  QTAT WA (R
PITS 67 MR Ffce Ay
FfATICRI 92 AT A A
T N (e ST I, O
@RE| $@ 3WE T T
ERCRICE I O R RS
gy ARl o @ RereR
‘CAPSR-T qfoert Ay 7w, 7
T wifeam ¢ qF FWERS AeY
@ SR Wi 791 e [
I, O F| vy SR TE,

e

fRug-sive MRy
mewwww
iR g e (@34 SRR
@R Rt st 719 AR
233 8 @n-deme IR
@2 & T M G(9res Fg
2tz 2677 w— Ba fae 230
oo R I awseida
Tl fonm zew| Ruwfs @
TN Tme ¢ R =i 73,
-1 Freie #4iff =,
e e Wroid fErem #Aif
R R ORiR (ofei qrereiR
TR ForEfEe T T, 9%
IR ZZF FCA TGS 23|
&0 ‘Fears sAfge g s,
i IR « T AR
ARG serr ISR REw
T A T FREE
el e geeiRe
T (S @ S ez
R Rew Toq s wws
fMTSTR, YA A AGLT AR 9
WER (FINe A AR =% 77,
[Welee g o wen
AT FTF MeT @B e
@me sHfaR Rqw wfrE
FRre od¥e 91, @-pe «T7
FRANTYH IR ITFR | TR
97 @Fwe [{{w 71, AremiEe
Femife 230e Rret™ qoa Al
eifite 231 Rewfr @3 -
@ IR (@0w @R
TSN o (5t =Re Niege
@ qiFETTEel (@ 93we
rewsy @ AGAe7 o 22
SR, T et wwld, @3
Rabe =2 223 $haz) cifia
IR e oo wifiser fa
ey s agm afesrs
TLAN GR INAPAR  TOA
(TR SRR FRARI 94m
SRR @ IR [
FR-IATT e ®ew
HrwEe 77 it wE sface
AT TR 3R e g
fRrEfor it aotn I3 AN
AR AT Grew T
T IR SBEE AT 392
Ffees 3t Ryt Ifmiz 2fegm
N FFF |

s ; ]
hs . wi¥ o



" No proposal to
replace Modi: BJP

ORE
@ Panel to study reasons for defeat in elections

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, JUNE 20. The Bharati-
ya Janata Party today decided
that Narendra Modi will stay on
as Gujarat Chief Minister. After
a marathon four-hour meeting
of the BJP parliamentary board
here, the party president, Ven-
kaiah Naidu, said there was “no
proposal to change the Gujarat
leadership at this juncture.”

Asked whether Mr. Modi’s
leadership was discussed, Mr.
Naidu said: “All issues were dis-
cussed.”

Was the Modi chapter still
open or had it been closed? To
this, Mr. Naidu said: “Neither
closed nor open.” Repeated
questions on the timing of Mr.
Modi’s exit elicited the same re-
sponse: “No proposal to replace
the Gujarat Chief Minister at
this juncture.”

Mr. Naidu said that after its
national executive committee
meeting starting in Mumbai on
Tuesday, the BJP would orga-
nise a ‘chintan baithak’ (brain-
storming session) where the
party would decide its “future
direction” and all issues would
be discussed there.

He announced that a com-
mittee would be set up to “study
in-depth” the “reasons for the
defeat in the Lok Sabha.” He
would announce the composi-
tion of the committee at the
Mumbai meet.

THE HINDU

Earlier, Mr. Naidu had a
meeting with the former Prime
Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
ahead of the parliamentary
board meeting.

Later the board met at Mr.
Naidu’s residence where the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
joint general secretary, Madan
Das Devi, who is in charge of
BJP affairs, was also present as
he had been invited to lunch.

However, he did not attend
the meeting. Mr. Devi was re-
portedly at hand to enable the
party leaders to confer with him
and get the RSS approval for the
decisions taken.

The indication from some se-
nior party leaders was that the
Modi matter could be revived at
the brainstorming session that
was likely to be held in late July
or early August during the Par-
liament recess.

Mr. Naidu said that the par-
liamentary board discussed the
current political situation, the
reasons for the defeat in the Lok
Sabha elections and the agenda
for the executive meeting.

State-wise reports on the
election results would be placed
before the executive and ana-
lysed.

Assembly poll strate
to be dis’élll)ssed gy

The executive would also give
its views on the working of the
new Government and the pre-

21 8 one

sent political situation through
a resolution. Besides, the exec-
utive would discuss prepara-
tions for the Assembly elections
to be held over the next 12
months in Maharashtra, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Haryana and Aruna-
chal Pradesh.

“Our battle plans for the As-
sembly elections will be dis-
cussed,” Mr. Naidu said.

The party is also likely to pre-
sent a paper — ‘aagami disha’
(future direction) — at the exec-
utive.

Some party leaders said later
that the emphasis at today’s
meeting was on preparing for
the Assembly elections.

At the moment the BJP was
not thinking about the life span
of the Manmohan Singh Gov-
ernment. “We can sit in the Op-
position. We  want the
Government to last the full five
years,” Mr. Naidu said while in-
dicating that the BJP would
strengthen and keep itself bat-
tle-ready if the need arose.

At the ‘chintan baithak,’ the
shortcomings in the prepara-
tions and strategy for the Lok ‘
Sabha elections would be dis- |
cussed and the party was ready |-
to “correct” lapses. “We have to |
learn lessons from the past and
we have to move forward leav-
ing the past behind.” )

Dissidents disheartened: |
Page 11 \,
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, June 19. — The
Modi issue, which has been dog-
ging the BJP for the past few
days, took a new turn today with
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee declar-
ing that it’s “a thing of the past”.
This view was endorsed by an
RSS leader following a meeting
with Mr Vajpayee. Mr Vajpayee,
on his return to the Capital from
Manali, said: “We should look to
the future now and prepare for
the next Assembly elections.”

The Modi issue, however, will
be taken up at the BJP parlia-
mentary board meeting tomor-
row. But it isn't clear whether
the party will go by the RSS dik-
tat on the Modi issue and dis-
tance itself from its NDA allies
or take a pragmatic stand of
keeping the allies together.
Significantly, the Shiv Sena
leader, Mr Udhav Thackeray
has favoured Mr Modi’s removal
in view of the Maharashtra
Assembly polls, due in a few
months’ time.

Soon after Mr Vajpayee’s
return to Delhi, Mr LK Advani
and Mr Jaswant Singh met him
and discussed how best to
retrieve ground lost by the
Vajpayee-Venkaiah Naidu spar:
ring on the Gujarat issue. Mr
Vajpayee is said to be peeved at
the manner in which the RSS
and the BJP president attacked
him for his Manali statement on
the BJP’s defeat vis-a-vis the
Gujarat riots and Mr Modi.

Mr Madan Das Devi, RSS

ﬂop on
Modi issue

Singhal’s barb

BHUBANESWAR, June 19 —
“Mr Vajpayee should declare
whether he belongs to the San-
gh Parivar or not. If he belongs
to it then he should follow the
discipline of the Parivar,” said
VHP leader Mr Ashok Singhal
here today. Talking to report-
ers, the VHP leader also asser-
ted that the BJP will soon fall
in line. But he refused to elab-
orate. Mr Singhal was respond-
ing to questions on the NDA’s
electoral debacle.— SNS

leader, called on Mr Vajpayee
though he didn't fail to attaci
Modi-baiters again today. M
Devi is understood to have con:
veyed the RSS views that the
Gujarat violence should not be
linked to the BJP’s poll debacle.

Meanwhile, in an interview to
a TV news channel, Mr Modi
skirted & direct reply to the
question whether he would
resign. He said: “I am carrying
the responsibility given by five
crore people ofy Gujarat and
working in the ﬁelds of educa-
tion and energy”.

The parliamentary board |
meeting has been called to nar-
row differences on the Modi
issue and take a final stand.

The RSS felt linking Mr Modi
with the Gujarat riots “will
mean weakening the Hindutva

movement.” Mr Devi added that

the BJP alone will decide Mr !

Modi’s fate. /
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} Gujarat issue will be”
discussed:

By Neena Vyas W A \%\;ﬁ

e

NEW DELHI, JUNE 17. The countdown has begun for
the exit of the Gujarat Chief Minister, Narendra
Modi, with the former Prime Minister, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, clearly signalling that the Gujarat issue
will be discussed in Mumbai where the party is
holding a three-day national executive commit-
tee meeting from Tuesday, June 22.

This is what Mr. Vajpayee said today at a public
meeting near Manali, Himachal Pradesh, where
he is holidaying: “We will discuss Gujarat when
we meet in Mumbai; a discussion will take place
... we are not afraid to discuss issues; we discuss
when we win elections and we also discuss when
we lose ... we will discuss with an open mind ...”

Party sources said that Mr. Modi’s fate might
be sealed even before the national executive
committee meeting. Mr. Vajpayee will be back
from Manali on June 19; the party president, Ven-
kaiah Naidu, will return from Chennai the same
day; and both the Leader of the Opposition, L.K.
Advani, and the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
leader who is in charge of BJP affairs, Madan Das
Devi, are in town. A meeting could take place any
time between June 19 and 21 before the leaders
leave for Mumbai. After a decision is taken here, a
meeting on the sidelines of the executive to dis-
cuss the issue further will only be a formality.
“With 80 per cent of the Gujarat State unit against
Mr. Modi, the party has not much of a choice. The
change of guard, if it takes place, will not be be-
cause of the riots or their effect on the Lok Sabha
polls, but because of his style of functioning,” a
senior party leader said today.

In fact, a decision to change the Chief Minister
was virtually taken some weeks ago but the party
leadership wanted the dissident leaders to wait
till the State Assembly session was over. Appar-

THE HINDL
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Vajpayee

ently, the exit of Mr. Modi got postponed partly
because there is no decision as yet on who should
take his place. Then the June 13 statement of Mr.
Vajpayee and the reaction of others that followed
gave a few weeks’ grace time to Mr. Modi, one
party leader said.

On record, not a single BJP leader was willing
to say anything. “No comments” was all that the
party spokesperson, Mukhtar Abbas Nagvi,
would say.

In political circles, today’s statement by Mr.
Vajpayee is being read as a rebuff to Mr. Naidu,
who had virtually contradicted Mr. Vajpayee’s
June 13 statement from Manali that Gujarat and
Mr. Modi would be discussed at the party’s na-
tional executive and that the riots in the State two
years ago were one of the reasons for the party’s
dismal performance in the elections.

Mr. Naidu said the next day: “There is no pro-
posal” before the party on a leadership change in
Gujarat and that “the matter will not be discussed
at the national executive committee meeting in
Mumbai.” But even on that day Mr. Naidu had
not denied that there was a crisis in Gujarat and
said that the affairs of the State “would be dis-
cussed separately.” The emphasis on “no discus-
sion” at the executive led to speculation that the
party would isolate Mr. Vajpayee. Today’s robust
rejoinder by Mr. Vajpayee is seen as a signal that
he is ready to challenge those challenging his un-
questioned leadership.

As for the RSS, it had made it clear that it is
unhappy with Mr. Vajpayee linking the party’s
electoral rout to the Gujarat riots. It would not
stand in the way of a leadership change for other
reasons. “It is for the BJP to decide, we have no
role to play,” the RSS spokesperson, Ram Mad-
hav, has said on the question of the party asking
Mr. Modi to put in his papers.
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RSS chief defends

Modi, criticises Atal

(‘\\,g By Ramu Bhagwat/TNN
- \

s

Nagpur: Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
chief K S Sudarshan on Sunday criti-
cised former prime minister A B Vajpay-
ee’s remark that the Guajarat riots cost
the BJP dear in the Lok Sabha elections.
“A few months before the the Lok Sabha
polls, the BJP performed very well in as-
sembly elections of Madhya Pradesh, Ra-
jasthan and Chhattisgarh. Does that
mean that the BJP victory there was be-
cause of Gujarat riots,” he said.

The RSS sarsanghachalak reacted to
Vajpayee’s remarks from his summer
resort of Manali while addressing vale-
dictory function of the Sangh Shiksha
Varg (training programme for RSS vol-
unteers). Defending Gujarat chief min-
ister Narendra Modi, he said riots took
place only in 60 places in that state, but
the media focussed only on that and not
the good work done in rest of the 18000
villages and cities in the state.

Soon after the riots the situation was
brought under control and school exam-
inations were conducted smoothly, Mo-
harrum was observed peacefully, Sudar-
shan said. The RSS chief opined that
that it was not fair to view communal ri-
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Parivar’s Problems

‘The BJP won the
assembly polls in
MP, Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh.
Does that mean
the BJP victory was hecause of
the Gujarat riots?’

ots with a perspective of electoral gains
or losses. “It is a very sensitive matter,
such remarks may even encourage ri-
ots. It seems those who call themselves
liberal and secular are interested in per-
petrating communal riots,” he said, im-
plying efforts were on to demoralise the
Hindu community, Lambasting the me-
dia, especially the English newspapers
and TV channels, he said the Gujarat is-
sue was kept alive by them.

Sudarshan also dwelt in detail on the
English education system inherited by
the country and how it had affected the
Indian culture.
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EXECUTIVE WON’'T DISCUSS ISSUE

BJP rules out
Modi ouster

Stan asman News Serviee

NEW DELHI, June 14. — A'day after Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee said Mr Narendra
Modi’s leadership should be put under
scanner, his party ruled out the ouster of
the Gujarat chief minister. The RSS and
Bajrang Dal too defended Mr Modi today
saying he is not to be blamed for the BIP’s
recent poll debacle. -

Party sources said BJP president M
Venkaiah Naidu had the support of Mr

Advani before he came out with a state- -

ment in Mr Modi’s favour. The draft of the
statement is said to be prepared by a for-
mer Union minister, presently a party gen-
eral secretary who is considered to be close
to Mr Advani. Earlier during the day, the
issue was discussed at a meeting of senior
BJP leaders at Mr Naidu’s residence.

BJP sources said the party’s stand on
the issue indicates that the post-1984 sce-
nario is being repeated. Mr Vajpayee was
sidelined after the BJP’s rout in the 1984
elections in which it managed to bag only
two Lok Sabha seats. The LK Advani-led
Hindutva brigade had taken over the
party in a bid to revive its fortunes.

Mr Naidu, however, parried a question
n RSS chief Mr KS Sudarshan’s sharp re-
wction to Mr Vajpayee’s remarks. He disa-
yreed with those VHP leaders who asked
Ar Vajpayee and Mr Advani to take “polit-
ical sanyas”. “We fought the elections
under Mr Vajpayee We accept the results
and if there’s any deficiency, we'll rectify
and move forward,” he said. Mr Naidu said
after the meeting he had spoken to Mr Va-

jpayee over telephone. “There’s no propo-
sal to change the leadership of BJP gov-
ernment in Gujarat. Nor will this issue be
on the agenda at the BJP National Exe-
cutive meeting in Mumbai.” He said the

National Executive would be meeting in-

Mumbai only to discuss strategy for Ass-
embly polls in Maharashtra, Bihar, Jhar-
khand, Haryana and Arunachal Pradesh.

THE &7 aor 15

Cracks in RSS

NEW DELHI, June 14. — The Sangh Parivar's
official stand in support of Mr Narendra Modi
. notwithstanding; a signi-
ficant section of its top
brass is reportedly not in
| favour of defending Mr
Madi as they are not
happy with his style of
functioning and fear that
he is giving Hindutva a
Il bad name by projecting it
E as a negative ideology.
8 Cracks have been eviden
Was he wholly within the RSS ever since
functionaries had expres-
sed apprehension about the way Hindutva wat
being given a militant face. Sources said, a
veteran RSS functionary had even written to
the RSS chief expressing anguish over the
riots. “We've been trying to project Hindutva a
a positive ideology highlighting the Sangh's
social projects, but the Gujarat riots have
tarnished this image,” a pracharak said. — SN.
Details on page

Meanwhile, Mr Naidu, taking. stron;
exception to the Congress’ repeated thre
ats to the UP government, warned it not tc
indulge in any undemocratic act or uncon-
stitutional move. He said the Congress
should first look at what was happening in
Bihar, Maharashtra, Assam and West
Bengal. “The home minister is getting
enough information about UP. But in
Bihar, there is jungle raj... but he’s not aw-
are of it. If the UPA is so concerned, it
must look to Bihar and other states ruled
by Congress-friendly parties,” he said.
Cong reaction: Terming Mr Vajpayee’s sta-
tement on Mr Modi as “confusing, welco-
me and surprising”, the Congress today sa-
id the way Mr Naidu and other Sangh lea-
ders have reacted, it seems they have Jaun-
ched an “open war” against Mr Vajpayee.
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Modi issue not
on agenda of
Mumbal meet

%% Will be dealt Wlth
\/\Q\ By Neena Vyas (N

NEW DELHI, JUNE 14. The Bharatiya
Janata Party president, Ven-
kalah Naidu, today “clarified”
that the issue of the party asking
the Gujarat Chief Minister, Na-
rendra Modi, to quit office
“would not be on the agenda” of
the national executive commit-
tee meeting in Mumbai on June
23 and 24. However, he refused
to set at rest the growing spec-
ulation that Mr. Modi might
soon be out of a job.

“That matter [of Mr. Modi’s
ouster] will be taken up sepa-
rately with the Gujarat unit [of
the BJP],” Mr. Naidu told The
Hindu. The executive commit-
tee would discuss the reasons for
the party’s defeat in the Lok Sab-
ha elections, work out a strategy
for the next round of Assembly
elections and “set for itself the
goal of reaching out to the
future.”

The occasion for the “clarifi-
cation” was the statement of the
former Prime Minister, Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, in Manali on Sun-
day that he had been and still
was in favour of getting Mr. Modi
to resign, that the Gujarat riots
were among the factors that led
to the party’s debacle in the Lok
Sabha elections and that Mr.
Modi’s resignation would be dis-
cussed at the national executive.

While Mr. Naidu contradicted
Mr. Vajpayee on the issue — af-
ter talking to him and the Leader
of the Opposition, L.K. Advani,
over telephone, conferring with
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
leaders and holding a meeting
here of senior leaders — he did
not rule out the possibility of Mr.
Modi being ejected out of office.
“The affairs of the party in Guj-
arat will be discussed separate-
ly,” he said in a written
statement. “I had earlier told
some BJP MLAs from Gujarat
that the matter would be dis-
cussed after the State legislature
session is over,” he remarked.

Mr. Vajpayee’s Manali state-
ments, made in an interview to a
television channel, and Mr. Nai-
du’s “clarification” today have
confused the party. Numerous
telephone calls were made to
Mr. Vajpayee by Mr. Naidu, Jas-
want Singh and the RSS leader,
Madan Das Devi, and to Mr. Ad-
vani {who is in Nainital] by Mr.
Naidu and others before the

THE Hk\%ﬁ‘l.i

parately Venkaiah

matter was “clarified.” Mr. Nai-
du also conferred with Mr.
Singh, Sushma Swaraj, V.K. Mal-
hotra and M.A. Naqvi at his resi-
dence before he spoke to the
press. Asked whether he was
contradicting Mr. Vajpayee, Mr.
Naidu said: “There is no
dichotomy.”

While the dissidents in Guja-
rat had reason to feel encour-
aged by Mr. Vajpayee’s remarks,
some leaders felt the premature
statement could give a new lease
of life to Mr. Modi with the RSS
unwilling to sacrifice him on the
issue of the Gujarat riots.

“We do not support the view
that Mr. Modi, his Government
or the riots should be blamed for
the outcome of the Lok Sabha
elections,” the RSS spokesper-
son, Ram Madhav, told The
Hindu. He insisted that on the
question of a change of leader-
ship in Gujarat, the RSS had “no
role to play” and that it was “for
the BJP to decide what to do.” He
added that “the BJP should ana-
lyse the election results. There
were several reasons for the de-
feat. We also got some feedback
and itwould be wrongto say that
the riots resulted in the defeat.
There were other reasons and
the BJP should go into that.”

Mr. Madhav said the BJP won
the Gujarat elections — and the
elections to the Goa, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and Chhattis-
garh Assemblies — after the
riots. Even in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the party had done ex-
tremely well in some States.

Mr. Naidu said he agreed with
Mr. Vajpayee that the videos of
the Gujaratriots, used for propa-
ganda by the Congress and other
parties during the election cam-
paign, had some effect. In con-
trast, Mr. Madhav was quite
sarcastic: “It seems that Mr. Vaj-
payee has also been influenced
by this propaganda.”

Bajrang Dal and Vishwa
Hindu Parishad leaders have
blamed Mr. Vajpayee and Mr.
Advani for “betraying” the
Hindutva ideology and said that
“they should take rest.”

BJP leaders feel that Mr. Vaj-
payee’s statement has again fo-
cussed on the riots and that is
not good for the party. “Theriots
were a shame, but we [the BJP)
were not responsible,” is the
party line.

Dissidents baffled: Page 11

kS
i

ool
Y



/ﬁJJARAT CM ISSUE TO FIGURE AT BJP MEET

Va]payee salyo
‘at Modi Tobby

NEW DELH]I, June 13. — Asserting that
Gujarat chief minister Mr Narendra
Modi’s removal is still “an open issue”,
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee said today that
the issue is likely to be discussed and
decided at the BJP’s national executive
meeting in Mumbai on 23-24 June.

His observations that the party’s elec-

‘toral defeat and the leadership’s failure
to remove Mr Modi after riots broke out
in the state were co-related have drawn
instant reactions from across the political
spectrum. Mr Vajpayee was speaking to a
private news channel in Manali today.

Carrying his views on the Modi issue a
step forward from what he had said yes-
terday, Mr Vajpayee sounded more caus-
tic in his remarks today. “It was a mistake
not to have removed Mr Modi after the
Gujarat riots. We are thinking afresh the
situation in Gujarat. The matter will be
considered afresh at the Mumbai meeting
of the national executive,” the former
Prime Minister said.

“Some people wanted his removal. I
was of the same opinion. But the entire
responsibility was put on me and I had to
take a decision keeping in mind all shades

. of opinion. I felt that holding elections
would be more beneficial”, Mr Vajpayee
told the TV news channel.

Mr Digvijay Singh of JD-U shared Mr
Vajpayee’s views and said the Gujarat riots
were one of the main reasons of a major shift
in the NDA vote base across the country in
the Lok Sabha elections when the minorities
who had earlier voted for the NDA turned
totally hostile to the alliance. The TDP and
even the Shiv Sena have expressed similar
views op Mr Modi’s removal after the
NDA's defeat in the Lok Sabha elections.

-

THE STATESMAN

Infighting cost BJP
dearly: Togadia

NEW DELHI, June 13.
— VHP leaders, Mr
Praveen Togadia and
Acharya Giriraj Kishore,
criticised Mr Vajpayee

- for making Mr Modi a
scapegoat for the BJP's
electoral defeat. “It was
more due to infighting
in the BJP and ‘
appeasement of the minorities that cost the
party dearly in the Lok Sabha elections”, the
VHP leaders said, according to agency
reports. Mr Vajpayee in his Manali interview
also made it clear that he was very much
active in politics and nothing much should be
read in Mr Advani being elected the leader of
the Opposition in the Lok Sabha. — SNS

The Congress today said the party had
strongly demanded Mr Modi’s dismissal.
BJP insiders told The Statesman today that
Mr Vajpayee's latest salvo has disturbed
the lobby within the party who defended
Mr Modi all through the riots and there-
after. Requesting anonymity, a BJP leader
said that Mr Vajpayee’s offensive was a
major setback to Mr L K Advani, Mr M
Venkaiah Naidu and Mr Arun Jaitley who
are the prime architects of putting a strong
wall against all odds to save Mr Modi.
Even after the defeat, the pro-Modi lobby
is working hard and has suppressed dissi-
dence in Gujarat where a section of BJP
legislators wanted Mr Modi out. Mr
Vajpayee today said he was “neutral”’when
the proposal for holding early Lok Sabha
polis was placed before him, but finally “it
was felt that early polls may be beneficial”.

Photograph on page 5
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A montbh later, Vajpayee
admits: Gujarat a reason

. ) - :
For the first time, former PM Imt)ks Barty\s rout to riots

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE ¢ °

MANALI | JUNE 12 9. ¢ \Q{‘(Q.

MONTH after the BJP-led
NDA was voted out of power,

former prime minister Atal

; Behari Vajpayee today said Gujarat

riots were one of the reasons for the
BJP’s defeat in the Lok Sabha elec-

| tions. It is the first time that a senior

BJP leader has linked the riots to the

i election disaster.

“It is very difficult to say what are
all the reasons for the defeat in the
elections... But one impact of the vi-
olence was we lost the elections,” he
told reporters on his arrival here.

“The BJP’s handling of Gujarat
was not wrong. Only that it was a
sensitive and communal matter
which the opposition took advan-

! tage of,” he said. “I don’t blame

them. This is politics and such things

happen here.” Vajpayee who
reached his holiday home in Prini
this afternoon added the Gujarat
khooni kand (bloody episode)
should never be repeated.

When asked why he chose not to
be the Leader of Opposition, Vaj-
payee said: “I was the leader earlier,
now it's Advaniji. We share and
work together.”

On this trip to Manali as a for-
mer PM, Vajpayee said he was very
relaxed. “Earlier there were a lot of
responsibilities. The important re-
sponsibility now I have is to meet
people,” he said. Vajpayee said that
he was happy to be in Manali once
again. “I will never forget the peo-
ple of Manali,” he said. His sum-
mer sojourn gives Vajpayee all he
needs to return to his passion, his
poetry. “If I get to write, I'll write,”
he said.

NDIAN £Xprrc



e ¢T@W

L, ST

mﬁmﬁﬁmﬁfﬁ 3
Ered W [rEa
BT o P A TP T
Rem etew egiaud SoaRga
e TR 3ter, Sith QR
B I L& I I T
QTS B 2 @ (et
TR sitote, G SR

92 Ay Rrefig @we A
BT @O @ WEW (@, 9Ta0ed
ol (SiBAITHE oy 4fRTIR) W=
e e TR AP
WA IFE FTAZCEW, (FARTS!
ot eire Tvw e ‘el ow
@ @IS 0T AR

3 T g oire Fere
fitr. SoaAREIR AT e
i 3w, “FbeE [ o B
@ e o7 [wifze wid aen
T 47 | O@ W @ o
@R fe, o" Pragw 63 & 9!
FFNN”

VAT oI (WIRe
R B wwel sace (ke B
T, TWTS HieTl FrafeE IS
Tz [ w2 o, “of7 R e
meTT gA f&E 7| AE0A SR
RS AT 7S HAAS1” 4 FHL
ST SR (T I, SEATS
T &g Ay, G Teriems ¥R
o7 e sl el

Aeoig @2 e [T S
Rrwfoi-n wwig wiaR gy R
@e) v fgfm o el
QTS INE TAG NS
Ay SAeTma T (W @R i
217 ST FAHIA O BB 6T T |
(ST WO SIS AT 300S
o % (63 ¢ areve TEAN ol
TSR =18 3@ Faferew| e
AP WOATE (Fgry G-I
T QST ST (|

WHST T G (T Wi
A A, Gie T W IS
(SIEN &ew SaNgl| 63 4A=d
o UITS Y THLIL 4G (FeT!
wl, T )

wiz 3, “SRErs wiw @ide
Q@ & TEHN (@ (R WGT LS

ANADABAZAR gy, 12 108

mﬁwwwﬁawﬁm
Rod | W oIet (ReTE TSI
AR EFTS! (BILEa 2ItF g
FA (FUSE AGEE @Y Sy
e o6 @ WA EnE
SRS B TR @RS
Fdrm wrEe @ IR R,
IR R Bera Rewfia
oY Yl QA TAIGIR I
iGeia]
(FHT (FGrea GPIRTHE ALH WS
f2et1 e (1T oG TG A 2|
VTATST  YANEACE AT
e TS (I AT TP

Ree’ wwrew age oS ¥

BT | [FEITH ANY, S EORR
Ao weiate AR G
FCACH | T Ol Fe! 94 3! T
i Ty wifbrarr) €% SRR T
PR NS @R FAS AT
T YH e ZCEA, OIS J0AT AT
AR :

Foilir e o e
Rrefi-g TR AweEEw e
Rord TRe Fw e yAoig
TSI TR FHTSTT 2 I 77|
g sl o «ferm T quew, @
HATA (PNE TEJ AL FLACA
& 1, o ol o @3 S-wE
VT (PN TS (TS T A IH
wia S o)

THCS SRS A W7 &4t
O BT TACS Hhe FLAfEs, @
foff R ot zre 5igtEw T

SHH AT, WA € 7y
(RETY OIFR AR & IR @
SRFTe (T2 s T & =,
(% 2T T A iR B
RTINS | I, “HEm
SR ot ey W) o e
FA oe B ot FE =B
e e”




~Najma Heptulla joins BJP

‘((Q . By Our Special Correspondent O

NEW DELHI, JUNE 11. The Vice-Chairman of the
Rajya Sabha, Najma Heptulla, today resigned
from the Congress and joined the Bharatiya
Janata Party, which decided last night to field
her as its candidate for the Rajya Sabha from
Rajasthan. Her present and fourth consecutive
term in the Upper House ends on July 4.

“Ms. Heptulla met the BJP president,
Venkaiah Naidu, at his residence this morning
and completed the formality of joining the
party,” the BJP vice-president, Mukhtar Abbas
Nagqvi, said today.

“We have learnt that she resigned from the
Congress just before the meeting of the central
election committee yesterday evening where
she was selected as the BJP candidate for the
Rajya Sabha,” Mr. Naqvi said when asked
whether the BJP had named her as its
candidate even while she remained a member
of the Congress.

Mr. Naqvi said hotelier Lalit Suri, candidate
for the Rajya Sabha from Orissa, was also a
patty member now.

He denied that the former Minister for
Disinvestment, Arun Shourie, had been
“dropped” from the list of candidates.

“There are still a few seats left which we
hope to win,” he said. “It is wrong to say that
the BJP has denied a ticket to Mr. Shourie.”

THE HINDU

Not everyone can be accommodated in the
Rajya Sabha or in the list of office-bearers.
There are many considerations and criteria,
which the central election committee has to
consider when deciding the party candidates.

There was no rule that defeated Lok Sabha
candidates should not be taken into the Rajya
Sabha,

“The party has to consider the person’s total
work for the party, his or her seniority and
usefulness to the party in Parliament ... party
leaders are working in different areas, whether
in Parliament, in the office-bearers’ team, in
the national executive or in other positions,”
he said.

‘Political opportunism’

The Congress said that by agreeing to be a
candidate of the BJP, Ms. Heptulla had “shown
her commitment” to the ideology of a party
that had provided her the opportunity to be a
member of the Rajya Sabha for 24 years.

“If there is any award for political
opportunism, it should go to her,” the party
spokesperson, Anand Sharma, said.

As far as the Congress was concerned Ms.
Heptulla has ceased to be its member the day
she accepted an award from the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh chief, he said.

F
f
;



'seqra} pan
-payds pue S91Sed PI[NpaYds ayj 0}
Surgduojaq 11 ‘UsWOM €T aJe 318y,
‘(omna Kyred e Jepun  patinbag
SB) MalU aJe (7 ‘9ATIN09IX Y [eUoTieN
PaInIIIsSu0d A[Mau 8Yj Ul sIaquial
8., 9y} JO ’'SU0TII3[8 SNOLIeA J10j
S31BPIPUEBD 10988 [[IM UIOTUM 33}
-JIUIUI0Y U008 [eIjuad Jaquawl
-9T B pajn3Iisuod os[e sey npreN
Aapier pue (exems euiysng ‘uel
‘BUBIA ‘TYSOL ‘WA ‘YSwIS juemsep
SISISTUTW UOTU[] J9ULI0] PUR TURADY

. Kue3aa0es drg palueN
IUIRSSNY ZeMEUYRYS

. acw? cwecg.s
5,dfa JO PRaY IpEW 3G
wmﬁ w S .wom.: m.mwhmaqd>
 tepinys eunmey

ao&wnmmxe% ﬁ:o;_wum
st .nn&m eipuaseUei

1abeN ‘v'IN pue Aaprer uniy
s Buole ‘uosiadsayods

apen .c-_z_m juemyses

N YRIequaA Jogo
01 Aip13103S apeiN

AN eaypuSaYPNS

- sipuow
1 U1 sjjod Ajquasse
§ dn mE.Ewm joxser oy
_paubisse ‘eluseIeyeN jo
 abaeyd ui Aeos0as [esauab

 poweN tefeyeiy poweld

3001 MaN IHL

311 ‘9ekedfeA SIaquILW SII SE SapUd
-ut 3 'dn 39s U33q sey paeoq Areusur
-eipred dpg Jequaw-Q1 v ueleyeN
Aq pray 1sod e ‘98)1uImiod uoro9e
Tenusd pue paeoq Axejusurerjied s, A3
-xed 9y} Jo Aaejaades jo Aupiqisuods
-2 8} UoALZ OSTe pue A1e}a10os [eld
-uag apeul usa( sey K1eaaoss sdrd
sem oym ‘ueyney) y3uis felarys
“eajyseseyey Ul Jomod 01 ¥orq aou
-Bl{[e BUSS-4/g oWy 3uidulaq uo sno
-0J 03 P10} pue A{Igisuodsag [e13ua0
Aue 3O paadrel usaq sey ueleye]y

@8ueyD JUBOIIUSIS © U "9ATINI8XY
[eUOTIEN 9U} 0} Sa9}iaUl jusuUeWId
dJe sIvlsTuIw JoIyd drq UsAaS M
"BAIINOIXY
TeuorjeN oy} 01 §991TAUT [e10adS aJe
nypis YSuig J0A{ABN Tuel] DLIWS
‘peseld JIeHUBYUS 1ABY ‘Uey}] peur
-WRYON JIIV ‘BULIBA UIWIS qIyes
‘edderedueg 'S ‘SLIMOYS UNJIY M
‘3A1IN3D
-XH [RUOTIBN °Uj} JO SJaquidul age
Nueys edeltpA pue TUI[B eWSH
$9§S31)08 pue IYpues) eyoueiA M

‘Repung Uo 193w drg ays saue Aspier uniy SONINNI MIN

11O Suim YInoA s Jrd St ueypeldd
pIipuawWIRYd VIIN ©SSLI0 W
‘Buim
uowom s Jrg 9yl jo peay sI ‘gl
-NYS euUNJIey ‘9091U s, 93ked(es B
‘uostedseyods [eUOIIPPE ST ‘BIp
-UaABUEB ‘UO0S S Y3ulS juemser |
‘1abeN pue Aapitep
yum Suofe ‘uostedsesrods apew
useq SBy eYUIS luemysex m
MpreN
el UsA JotUYo drg 031 AIejaaoos
apeWl U3sq Sey ‘aanusa) sasakedles
Lreyig [e1v SurInp ONd ou) Ui sem
oyM ‘Tudeqny] eIYPUIBYDPNS M
£1€)9309S poaureu
us9( sey UIeSSNH ZemeUUeysS B
SYIUOUL 9313
ul sfjod Arquiesse 1oy du 3utiead jo
¥sel 8y} pausisse ‘eyseIeye|N Jo
831D Ul A1e19J09S [BI8US3 pouueu
us3q sey ueleye]y poweld m
'SO1IR}2.103S {193 Sk paurelal
u99q aary 1Ysop Aefueg ‘ueyney)d
feaatyg ‘uefeyepy poureld M
"SoLIB}
-9J03s [eJeuad se pauanied aAey
Kaprep unay pue ysurg yreufey m
‘SjuapIsead-adra
SB 9AI9S (1M TPOIA TIYSNS ‘eussy
INEYSep ‘1ADEN VI ‘TpUBIeIN 1]
-ndeq ‘91dy [eq y3uis ueirey] m
Sepnoul Wwes) drg mau ayyj,
'sedueyo ayj INo SurA1Ied
a[IyYM JeYIg pue d[) Syif seate A)L10
-1ad pue senLIoulW Y} 10108] 915k
o} purw ur 1day sey Anred 9y,
'$90B] (saJ] ur urdutaq
pue SIaU30 SUINYSsaJl o[iym sIsi3
-g1BI1S JO WIBa) 9400 SH PIUTeIaT $S9]
JO 8I0W SBY 3] 9]0eqIp [BI0109[9
JU9931 ST 9JUTS SATINIVXH [eUOTIBN
puU® SI8J80G-9013J0 SH Jo duweAal
umgw/ﬂﬁp ino patared sey dfg HHL

9 aunp ‘1o MmN
J9AT TeyyoYsS

/@\(4,

fJivysau 3sayf’s firand ay3 paproap spau Aorid 8 10mf 9IsD)

sjsigajells 3109 surejd drg

~

MES # > ;

1
HE

-

TAN

!

THE HIDU®



e

o~

New Delhi, May 28

A FORTNIGHT after the
poll results were de-
clared, former Deputy
Prime Minister L.K. Ad-
vani has admitted that
the BJP’s twin slogans —
“Feel good” and “India
Shining” — had boom-
eranged on the party.

Advani said on Friday
that these slogans were
“valid in themselves”,
but had “given an oppor-
tunity to (BJP’s) politi-
cal opponents to high-
light other aspects of In-
dia’s contemporary real-
ity — poverty and un-
even development, un-
employment among the
youth and problems
faced by farmers”,

“India Shining

HT Correspondentﬂx QgeN)said the BJP was

not responsible for these
problems, but the Con-
gress and the Left “suc-
ceeded in creating a
wedge between our party
and a section of the pop-
ulation. It took the focus
away from the inspiring
vision we had placed be-
fore the country — that
of making India a devel-
oped nation by 2020”.
And that, Advani ex-
plained, was because of a
communication failure:
“We failed to effectively
communicate to the poor
and the deprived that five
years was too short a
time to fulfil their needs
though India had pro-
gressed in several areas.”
This and other factors
created an anti-incumben-

’hurt us: Advani

r /

isters and MPs at the loc
level, though there ha
been no such feeling
against the NDA govern-
ment in general, Advani
claimed. There was also
an anti-incumbency senti-
ment against state gov-
ernments run by the NDA
or parties supporting it.
His conclusion: “The
poll results, instead of
being the people’s na-
tional verdict, became an
aggregate of state ver-
dicts.” This means that
no “party, group or any
individual” had secured
the people’s mandate to
rule. The fractured man-
date meant, he said, the
new government must
work in co-operation
with the Opposition.

Tough talk

-oost

8P is unapologetic about
its espousal of Hindutva...
which is the basic identity
of india

UPA should not misread the
fractured verdict as a
decisive mandate for an
alliance, party or individual

Sonia’s decision not to
become PM came as a ‘big
relief' to country
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~Sonia does not have
mandate to be PM,

says Uma

By Our Staff orrespondentc> (Q

BHOPAL, MAY 16.\ The Madhya
Pradesh Chief Mjnister, Uma
Bharti, said today that the peo-
ple had not given a mandate to
the Congress president, Sonia
Gandhi, to rule the country.

OMs. Bharti told mediaper-
sons that she was “personally
filled with grief and anguish” at
the prospect of Ms. Gandhi be-
coming the Prime Minister.

She said the rumour that she
was going to tender her resig-
nation was baseless and added
that the Chief Minister's post
would not come in her way
while opposing Ms. Gandhi.

By stating that Ms. Gandhi
had got the people’s mandate,
the Congress was trying to per-
petuate a fraud; if they were
serious on this count, they
should have projected her as
their prime ministerial candi-
date before the elections, she
said.

THE HINDU

%ghargi
. W

UNIteports from New Delhi:

The day Ms. Gandhi takes
over as Prime Minister will be
the “darkest day in the history
of this country,” she said.

Ms. Bharti, who spearheaded
the BJP to one of its best Lok
Sabha performances in Mad-
hya Pradesh, said the Congress
fighting the Left in West Bengal
and Kerala would be a question
mark on the stability of the alli-
ance.

Wishing “full success” to the
Congress in running the gov-
ernment, she said, “We all hope
that this government lasts the
full term because frequent elec-
tions are not good for the na-

tion. But nobody can predict |

the future.”

Asked if she apprehended
any problem for Madhya Pra-
desh now that the BJP had lost
power in the Centre, Ms. Bharti
said she hoped that relations
between the State Government

and the Centre would be cor- -

dial.
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SC rejects Gujarat plea

against Bakery trial
o X

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, May 7

REFUSING TO review its order transfer-
ring the Best Bakery retrial from Gujarat
io Maharashtra, the Supreme Court on
Friday dismissed the state government’s
plea terming it “false and misleading”.
The bench of Justices Doraiswamy Raju
and Arijit Pasayat said the application
amounted to an “"attempt through the
backdoor” to seek a review of the
court’s April 12 judgment.

The appeal also wanted certain obser-
vations in the judgment deleted, such as
the court’s description of the state gov-
ernment’s leaders as “modern-day
Neros” who had looked the other way
while children and women were being
burnt alive at Best Bakery.

Rejecting the state’s contention that
the apex court did not have suo motu
power to transfet a case without a specif-
ic prayer, the bench said the plea was
“false and misleading as the Supreme
Court had inherent power to transfer a
case in the interest of justice”.

Justice Pasayat said the official who
has filed an affidavit in support of the
application was expressing a falsehood
by stating that Gujarat had not been giv-

slgjft

Narendra Madi at an election rally in
New Delhi on Friday.

en proper opportunity to present its
case before the court ordered the trial
shifted to Maharashtra.

Riot witness safety

The Centre has informed the Supreme
Court that it would by May 20 take ap-
propriate measures for the protection of
witnesses in the 10 major riot cases in
Gujarat, PTI added. /
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BJ P tailors
strategy for
later phases

i
Shekhar Iyer Y(

New Delhi, Aprll 21

THE BJP today decided to focus
on Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal
and Tamil Nadu, which it had so
far left in the care of its allies, to
improve the party’s prospects in
the later phases of the elections.

At a strategy meeting, Prime
Minister A.B. Vajpayee and oth-
er top BJP leaders also decided
to go all out to woo Muslims fol-
lowing reports that the commu-
nity was indeed changing its at-
titude towards the party.

The meeting also made a third
point — that the party should
not harp on Sonia Gandhi’s for-
eign origin to the extent where
its development agenda gets
overshadowed. To this end, the
BJP decided to lend the cam-
paign a positive twist with a new
slogan: “Give us a good mandate
for good governance.”

The leaders favoured a new
campaign theme that emphasis-
es a “compact” coalition consist-
ing of a handful of parties
rather than a ragtag grouping.
Part of the motive is to end the
confusion caused by Vajpayee’s
remark that he was tired of run-
ning a huge coalition.

The BJP top brass reviewed
the impact of the Lucknow sari
tragedy and decided that the
Muslim votes in Vajpayee’s con-
stituency should be mobilised in
a big way.

Vajpayee met a delegation of
Himayat Committee, a new plat-
form of Muslim intellectuals, ac-
ademics and ulemas formed to
garner support for him in Luc-
know. Former Uttar Pradesh
chief minister and Congress
leader Amman Rizvi also called
-on him to pledge support.
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SHIFT

> Cbﬁ entrate on Behgal
UP & TN, till now leftin
allies’ care

> Don't let Sonia origin
issue overshadow the
posttive, feel-good
development theme

> Woo Muslim votes in a
big way, especially in
Lucknow

» Stress a ‘compact’ coali-
tion of a handful of par-
ties rather than a ragtag
grouping (PM recently
said he was tired of run-
ning a huge coalition)

Vajpayee told the Muslim lead-
ers that they should not feel left
out and no attempt should be
made to divide the minority com-
munity without whose support
the country cannot progress.

The strategy meeting was at-
tended by BJP president Venka-
iah Naidu, Advani, Law Minis-
ter Arun Jaitley and BJP gener-
al secretary Pramod Mahajan.
Earlier, Naidu had convened a
meeting of leaders including
Jaitley M.A. Naqvi, Sanjay
Joshi, Mahajan and Bal Apte.

More reports on Pages 13,14&15
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Modi at an election rally
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SEEMA GUHA g (L(' here there are fewer Muslims.”

New Delhi, April 29: The BJP
has pressed Narendra Modi
into campaigning in Uttar
Pradesh as the elections
reach make-or-break stage, a
move that is unlikely to make
Atal Bihari Vajpayee happy.

Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, a
general secretary of the party,
announced today that the Gu-
jarat chief minister would be
going on the stump in the deci-
sive state as it heads into its sec-
ond and third phase of polling
on May 5 and 10.

Naqvi said Modi would be
one of the star campaigners —
some central leaders like
Pramod Mahajan and Arun Jait-
ley are already there. Vajpayee is
also campaigning in Uttar
Pradesh now.

It is not as if Modi is not
going to other states. He did cam-
paign in the earlier phases in
Karnataka and Maharashtra,
and he is hitting the trail in Ra-
jasthan tomorrow and will tour
Madhya Pradesh.

But Uttar Pradesh is Vajpay-
ee country and the Prime Minis-
ter said at a public meeting
only the other day that “we
would not allow another Gujarat
to happen” as he and other BJP
leaders launched a sustained
effort to persuade the minorities
to shed their distrust of the
party. A procession of minority
leaders has made their way to
the party’s Delhi headquarters
to inspire confidence in the
community.

“It is a foolish move,” said a
BJP leader close to the Prime
Minister about Modi’s cam-
paigning.

“However, it’'s a no-holds-
barred fight to the finish, and
Modi will probably be asked to
campaign in constituencies

The BJP leader also believed
that the party need not panic
because internal surveys have
shown the BJP wpuld clearly be
the single largest party and be
able to form a coalition govern-
ment with Vajpayee at the head.

Party sources could not con-
firm if Vajpayee had been con-
sulted before the decision to
send Modi, but since the Gujarat
chief minister has been cam-
paigning, it may not be neces-
sary that poll managers will seek
the Prime Minister’s blessings at
every step.

Those who know Vajpayee’s
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style of functioning say he will
not make an issue out of it at this
critical point in the party’s elec-
tion campaign when some exit
polls are predicting a hung Par-
liament and when the BJP is not
expected to do particularly well
in Uttar Pradesh.

Modi’s entry into the state
may also be interpreted as a fail-
ure of the strategy the party has
adopted for this election — Ram
having been replaced by roads.
Development and good gover-
nance were the centrepiece of
the strategy.

While he campaigns in Uttar
Pradesh, Modi is unlikely to

~Big Two not enough, enter Modi

strike a strident Hindutva line,
but his presence will be enough
to send across that message
loud and clear — the Gujarat
riots having eclipsed the Ayod-
hya demolition in the minority
psyche.

Vajpayee’s  perturbation,
though likely to stay unstated in
public, is easier to fathom than
L.K. Advani’s as Modi has often
been referred to as being close to
the deputy Prime Minister. It is
not known, however, as to how
Advani will view the fact that the
BJP has to use the services of
Modi after he himself has under-
taken an arduous Bharat Uday
Yatra that so symbolically
touched Ayodhya.

What is known is that Modi
did not have very much need for
Vajpayee or Advani in his Gu-
jarat campaign.

The Gujarat chief minister
and other leaders will focus on
30-35 marginal constituencies
which the BJP believes will
come to its Kitty if enough work
is done there. Many in the BJP
believe the party has made the
right move.

“Considering that the mi-
norities will not vote for us, what
is wrong in consolidating our po-
sition among the Hindus by get-
ting Modi to campaign?” asked a
BJP leader.

He explained that, despite the
Prime Minister’s appeals, the
party was not depending on mi-
nority votes. What it was hoping
to achieve was to ensure that the
minorities do not close ranks
and make a determined bid to de-
feat BJP candidates.

In Aligarh today, Vajpayee
persisted in his efforts to posi-
tion thé BJP as a centrist party.
“There should not be any doubt
in the hearts of Muslims about
us and we cannot in any way be
dubbed anti-Muslim.”




/fandonquits Vajpayee
.- Wcampai

Statesman News Service ) - (’

LUCKNOW, April 18. — In what
appeared to be a strategic move,
Mr Lalji Tandon today announced
his “voluntary withdrawal™ from
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee's election
campaign committee. Mr Shiv Ku-
mar Singh has been named con-
vener of the committee.

“There is no guilt while taking this
decision,” Mr Tandon told journal-

- ists after the withdrawal. He claim-

THE

ed that he was not given a chance to
present his version before he was
meted out the “punishment” by the
Election Commission.

The model code of conduct. he
said, is not applicable to him since
he is neither contesting the election
nor is he an agent of any candidate.

Claiming that he had nothing to
do with the free distribution of
saris in Lucknow, he said the pro-
gramme was an annual affair, or-
ganised by a social welfare group
that had no links with the BIP.

The administration and police
were aware of the events sched-
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claimed. Advertisements were also
published in newspapers about the
programmes. “On 12 April. the
day the incident took place. the
election commissioners were here.
They greeted me when I met them
in the morning.”

He also denied that the pro-
gramme was organised by a former
BJP corporator. Mr Brijendra
Murari Yadav, Mr Tandon said, had
never been a member of the BIP,
“He was once a Janata Dal member
of the municipal corporation.”

Panel turns down UP plea

The EC has rejected the state gov-
ernment’s request to reconsider
the order for transfer of the
Lucknow DM and SSP, adds PTI.
The order was issued following the
stampede. The panel. however, has
allowed the UP government to
provide ex-gratia assistance to the
families of the stampede victims.
The state government had earlier
announced an ex gratia of Rs |
lakh each to the victims’ families.
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Bodies of some of the stampede victims in an ambulance in Lucknow on Monday.

TRILOCHAN SINGH

21 die in Lucknow stampede

HT Correspondent
Lucknow, April 12

IN NDA'S ‘shining’ India, 21 women
died today in a stampede in the
Prime Minister’s constituency af-
ter BJP workers started throwing
saris into a crowd of 5,000 as part of
a party leader’s birthday bash.

Lalji Tandon, on his 70th birth-
day, was meant to hand out the
saris to lined-up women from Luc-
know’s slums. But his patience
wore out after giving away merely
15 and he left the venue, Chandra
Shekhar Park, around 2 pm. BJP
workers, impatient to get the ritual
over with, began tossing the saris
in heaps into the equally impatient
crowd.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

“There were no policemen to
control the mob, for the organisers
hadn’t taken permission,” District
Magistrate Aradhana Shukla said.

“It was a private function, so we
didn’t think permission was'heces-
sary,” Tandon later told Hindustan
Times.

The organis.rs — Nagrik Sewa
Samiti, run by Tandon aide and
history-sheeter Brijendra Murari
Yadav — were guilty of another
thoughtless act: that of closing the
park’s only gate before the distri-
bution had begun. They opened it
later to slip out after the mayhem.
The police arrived some 15 min-
utes after the tragedy.

Other than the 21 dead, the stam-
pede left scores injured, including

I'3 APR 2004

many children who had come
along with their mothers.

The Election Commission has
sought a report from the chief sec-
retary to be able to decide if the
sari distribution flouted the model
code, as alleged by the Congress
and the CPI(M). These two Opposi-
tion parties asked the Prime Min-
ister to resign as the tragedy had
happened in his constituency.

Vajpayee cut short a poll meet-
ing in Dhanbad to fly to Lucknow.
He met relatives of the victims in
hospital and promised a compen-
sation of Rs 1 lakh for the families
of each of the dead. The state gov-
ernment has ordered a probe.
® Page 13: BJP worries about

political fallout
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Bakery trial shifted
to Maharashtra

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, April 12

THE SUPREME Court today de-
scribed Gujarat government
leaders as modern-day “Neros”
and quashed all the 21 acquittals
in the Best Bakery case, order-
ing a retrial in Maharashtra.

Virtually -accusing the Modi
government of being hand-in-
glove with the killers — who
burnt 14 people alive in Vado-
dara’s Best Bakery locality on
March 1, 2002 — the court said:
“The modern-day Neros were
looking elsewhere when innocent
children and helpless women
were burning, and were probably
deliberating how the perpetrators
of the crime can be protected.”

The Bench of Justices Do-
raiswamy Raju and Arijit Pasay-
at ordered the state to appoint a
new public prosecutor — it ac-
cused the current one of having
behaved like a “defence counsel”
— asked the DGP to oversee fur-
ther investigation and said the
retrial must be conducted on a
day-to-day basis. Never before
had an order for retrial and rein-
vestigation passed after the trial
court and High Court had both
acquitted the accused.

The apex court — which
passed the order on appeals by
key witness Zahira Sheikh and
the Modi government — set an-
other precedent by asking Gu-

" jarat to consult the victims and

witnesses before choosing an ad-
vocate. It also told Gujarat and
Maharashtra to provide protec-
tion to witnesses and victims “so
that they can depose freely with-
out apprehension of threat or co-
ercion from any person”.

The Bench said a free and fair
trial was not possible in Gujarat.
Therefore, “keeping in view the...
glaringly demonstrating subver-
sion of justice delivery system
with no congenial and conducive
atmosphere still prevailing, we

Apex court blast

On riots The fanatics who
spread violence in the name
of religion are worse than
terrorists

On probe The probe
appears to be anything but
impartial without any object
of finding out the truth and
bringing to book those who
were responsible for the
crime

On Modi govt Modern-day
Neros were looking

elsewhere when innocent
children and helpless women
were burning (in Best Bakery)

direct that retrial shall be done by
a court under the jurisdiction of
Bombay High Court”.

The court lambasted the Gu-
jarat High Court for its “irre-
sponsible” remarks against the
National Human Rights Commis-
sion and social activists, includ-
ing Teesta Shetalvad. Expunging
these remarks, Justice Pasayat
said: “The High Court appears to
have miserably failed to main-
tain required judicial balance
and sobriety in making unwar-
ranted references to personali-
ties and their legitimate move be-
fore competent courts — the
highest court of the nation — de-
spite knowing it could not deal
with such matters.”

Related reports on Page 3
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/'Advani defends

wModi govt...,, -

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

JAIPUR, April 3. — Giving a
clean chit to the Narendra Modi
led BJP government in Gujarat
over post-Godhra communal ri-
ots, Mr Advani said: “If Godhra
incident had not taken place the
following riots’ would not have
occurred. Allegations in this re-
gard against the state govern-
ment are baseless and
unfounded.” He said the attack
on Akshardham temple was
even more serious, had the state
government not been very care-
ful in handling the situation,
the worse would have occurred.

Mr Advani said: “The Modi
government is functioning very
well. The kind of challenges it
faced from drought to earth-
quake, very few governments
would have been able to over-
come. As far as issues of admin-
-istration and governance are
concerned, the government is
very good and foreign invest-
ments to the state are at a re-
cord high.”

Reacting to apprehensions
raised about his yatra trigger-
ing off communal tension, Mr
Advani said: “Till today, the
22nd day of the yatra, there has
not been a single untoward inci-

THE STATESMAN

JAIPUR, April 3. — Reacting
to the Congress charge that
Prime Minister Mr Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee had opposed
nuclear testing as the then
extérnal affairs minister in
Janata Party government, Mr
Advani said today: “I find it
ridiculous, it was not a BJP
government, but a govern-
ment headed by Morarji De-
sai and his views on nuclear
deterrence are well known”.
“Even we could conduct nu-
clear test only after NDA
partners agreed. Had there
been any opposition we would
not have, as the issue was on-
ly in BJP agenda and not part
of the common programme of
governance”, he said. — PTI

... slams soft-on-nuke charge on Vaipayee

Mr LK Advani

dent. Those who were looking
for tension must have been very
disappointed. Even the courts
rejected all petitions seeking
stopping of the yatra.” “Hum ya-
tra karein to apradh. Aap road-
show karein to theek hai (its a
crime if we embark on yatra but
if they do roadshows it-is fine),”
he said referring to Mrs Sonia
Gandhi’s road shows.

t & APR W

Asked about the temple issue,
Mr Advani said: “I am confident
the issue will be resolved after a
new government assumes offi-
ce”.

To a question about not being
considered as Prime Ministerial
candidate, he said: “For me BJP
emerging as a major party was
the biggest pleasure. We want
votes for the party”.
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BJP sets si

— (N 0

onm

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The BJP’s ‘Vi-
sion document’, released
here by party president
Venkaiah Naidu on Tues-
day, begins with the prem-
ise that the Congress era
is over and spells out its
intention to make India a
‘ereat power’ by 2020. The
party’s spin doctors are
trying to give
the party’s im-
age a “main-
stream” look,
even appropri-
ating Gandhi
and Ambedkar.

In what is be-
ing seen as an
attempted
lurch to the
centre, the par-
ty has put its
long-standing
demand for re-
peal of Article
370 in cold stor-
age, pitched the

improving relations with
Pakistan and the ongoing
peace talks with the Hur-
riyat Conference.

The section on the sub-
ject reads: “While recog-
nising that the Constitu-
tion provides for certain
transient and transitory
provisions for Jammu
and Kashmir, we believe
that the immediate chal-

ghts

ainstream

code as “an instrument to
promote gender justice”,
with stress on its en-
dorsement both by the
Constitution as well as by
the supreme court.
Sources engaged in the
drafting sought to down-
play the change. “This is
in line with a resolution
that we passed a decade
ago, and we want to make

READJUSTING ITS VISION

» Article 370: No direct reference to Article 370, earlier a core issus for the
party. Greater stress on Kashmir peace process and involving alt sections in it.
Clear sign of mellowing.
» Uniform Civil Code: Pitched in terms of gender justice rather than
appeasement. Even so, stress on consensus.
» Ram Temple: Repeats construction pledge, but calls for negotiations and
judicial setlement as only way for achieving objective.

» Swadeshi: Redefines the concept by smbracing a pragmatic approach that
calls for economic efficiency which wili enable india to compete in the world.
Sure to make SdM-types squirm.
» On Buslims: Cuts out the barbs, instead gives a three-point pledge —
education, economic upliftment and empowerment.

» Sops for hardliners; Promises to ban conversions, ban peopie of foreign
otigin from taking up-high constitutional office.

demand for enactment of
the uniform civil code as
a gender justice issue
rather than an instance of
“appeasement” of mi-
norities and jettisoned
the traditional concept of
swadeshi verging on au-
tarky for a forward-look-
ing pragmatic version.
The departure is stark
over Article 370 with the
document not even men-
tioning the numerals—
which formed the party’s
campaign fodder for
years. Party sources af-
firmed its stand on Arti-
cle 370 was reflective of
the need for pragmatism
in the current context of

THE TIMES OF INDIA

lenge before the Centre
and the State is to involve
all sections of society in
eliminating terrorism, ac-
celerating economic de-
velopment and strength-
ening popular governance
that can provide a people-
friendly administration.”

The deviation from tra-
dition on the Uniform
Civil Code is subtle, yet
significant. The issue—a
key plank of the party’s
appeasement campaign—
has been repackaged
with the party conceding
the need to forge “social
and political consensus”
for the enactment. The
document justifies the

J
b4 Map n,

the distinction between
rights and rituals. While
we want everyone to have
the same rights, no one
will interfere with reli-
gious rituals.” But others
in the party felt that the
changed party line--the
“mainstream” viewpoint
over the issue—and said
that by acknowledging the
need for consensus, thep-
arty had aquiesced in the
“veto” that it campaigned
against in the wake of the
Shah Bano case.

On Ayodhya, the docu-
ment leans in favour of
negotiations to settle the
issue, rather than a court

settiement. /




I\

*ansSsT 23 Uo suorisanb

Jay)any ay e} 0} pesnjal etuog
"SUOT}I31a eyqes yo1 Sut
U109 3} 3S9JU0I PIIoM UsIPTIYI

I8y JU peyse usaq pey ays
. Jey} oI BuIyjou s
219y L, :pres Juaprsaid ssaasuo)
o} ‘moyspeol ysapeld Jey]
e JO JSPIL 91} UT Sem aYs aasym

‘peqeyelv Ul Suryeadg
'so1i110d 181030819 O3UT
AIJUa S, BIPEA TUpURD BYURATIJ
pue Typue) ey Waapryd oy
Jo sanowm.I pajesau £epo} eruos

1S9)U0d SUISNO))

. D8adp

DoOZPW INYDq Yo1 qV, ples

ay uaym o1qnd 8y} J9A0 pIoy

e 3ABY STUpueH 8yl yonur Moy

1snl pamoys Jasom Lxed Addey

© §199.1)S ASNQ S, TeqUIMAl PasSOI0
-SSII0  AOAUOD SUNJIBA SV

SUOT)

-e300dxa STY [Ny pmom ms ams

Surgse

sem pue unaeA wodj jof e pajoad
-Xo oY pres ‘pastues.io sem uon
-EJ1o1[e] 9Y3 WoyM 10 ‘@puniyl
«'S)1e9Y 150331q a3
aABY SJ3pea] S)I se 4rd ay) utol
pmoys Ajunwiwod  Ayrrourw
ay,, yuawLordwaun pue Joduny
woy jrede ssnyLIoOUTWU  BY)
0} USALS $9]0A LJTIOUTW U0 HUe(q
oyM asoUY3} dAeY JeUM,, :paddmnb
pue soniod Liiouiwl pauon
-sanb usas unaep ‘ueronifod
pauoseas e ayI] Suryeadg
J9A0 PLIOM 91U} Pajoadsal
ST BIPUJ 3JNSUD PUR JUIWUIIA0S
a1qes e spraoad proo drysaspes|
S J9ISTUTIA] ST 9} Iopun g
a3y} ATuo pres 3ureauwr s.Aepol
JO 1e)S 9} ‘sjusuIaAsTyoe s aaked
-feA 1reyrd [e3v moqe Suryeads
‘134 JUOP JOU Sem unJdeA g
a8uavy
pay Ypuvy Yom yo3 ‘umy
sood aLpwvY 1YPUns) Yax ,, ‘\pres

a-«::.m 0] IJI0A SPPE UNIBA

“JTWIT] 34} 03
sI9I0M Jrg pue uoljedjsturuipe
Yl Suryolaxss Kes 0) pey oy jeum
Jeay pue Wiy 93s 0} Ysni pewt
e payleds souasaad sungep

" SUeIpu] ysnoays
(una) pue suelpu J0j ‘suelp
-uf JO ST YoTtyM,, JUSWIUISA08 e Ul
Jaysn pnoys SIa930A pres Ipueo
s drg oyl 4epo], ‘wry JIoj ansst
ue JoU Sem Ur31.10 US19J0J S,B1UO0S
pres AJ1usdad pey 8y — june sty
Suryoe)re Jhoge SUOTIeAIasal [e1)
-TUT ST 9UIedI8A0 Unie) ‘Surie
-yres ay3 Je poow 3y} SUISUSS
“wa} £q ATUo
pana oq p[noys pue sueTpuy 10J
ST BIpU] 38U} £es 0} Juam sy
Je3ysne| ojul 830.1q SI8NI0OM
Ayred se ‘pres ungep ‘1epes]
B J0U pUe Jopeas e We | PIes saey
pmoa o1rand 8y} ssTMIsYIO,,
"$1Xa)
paxedaad wogy Surpeaa jo jrqey
S,BTUOS 0} SuTpnyre ‘pres [ypues

AR Q@mv

S, dCd 8U3 .. '} BuTpeas Jo pessul
oasads & ayews [[im [ Ssand |,
109080
reonyifod mau STy Uo [[BM WIY
PaysIm A[JUsdal LU0 oYM ‘qune
SIY je Sqieq jo Surns e yyum
MOYS a3 payoelIy Un.aeA ‘epuniy
yreurdos) Japee] Jrd JOTUSS 10]
UO1)e]III[a) © pualje 0] Il
*}1 0} WSedIes JO
Teop Jea18 e pue aary aaow Surppe
q9UlNy 194 nynq JOUYI0 S1Y
-pureD eITpUI UM W31 S TYpuEs)
ey aueN J9YJOW STY 3¥e} pnom
ay Jes[d }1 apell UNJeA ‘9dIoA
USTPIIYD 3sowife ‘Yos smy ul
-Suryseg-eruog
Je uefeye\ poureld Jo SayI] 8y}
U9AD Jeaq Aepol uniaep Jdrd aul
Surutof a9)e sAep maj e jsnp
‘STY3 JO SUSTS OU SMOUS [Ypues
UnJIeA mq ‘sonifod ueys 9901yl
3q Aew pooTd : 12 "qdd ‘Tequmyl

INTANOLSTIIOO ¥N0

(ddV) Kepanjeg Uo requmiAl
UL 193w d°¢f 9T} j& UmaIeA

THE TELEGRAPH 22 May 5y,



=

‘P3pI3Y Ua3q
se 1§ [e11Rg IJA 219UMm ‘peqed
-UBYSOH WOLJ J950T) PIIUap Uadq
Sel] emied je] Jepungs JjA J9ISIUIU
JoIyd Slels IouULIO) pue JO)SIUIW
uotu) 1ouiog ‘yeds fedoyqg oy
paysinburfal 3jeIs Jyl Jo ISjSTuUr
Joryo ayy Buruodsq I9)Je Oym ‘R
-Ieyq ew) SSIA Jo Juawooe[dar @
UO 3p109p 01 194 OS[e ST J1e YL,
‘pres Aoy, ‘eyqeS YOI
PIAJOSSIP ay) Ul pajuasardor oy

yoiym ‘yredfey jo peajsur eunn
ur BIpups eANpRINOAL jsuieSe
panid aq Aew oY, "pastjeur) 9q 03
194 S1 ‘SUOROS[D ISB] SY1 Ul PIIoID
sem y3uig AefaSiq Iy 19isiurw
JOIYD ysopeid eAUpBRIN 1oWIOJ
Jo 1943101q pue JJA SSaISuo)) 1ow
-10} ‘YSuIg uemUySYE] Iy 2I5UMm
WO 1e3s dYl ples §20IN0S
‘Buruaas o)
ur Jeyig ur saife yim Surieys jeos
pue [eSuag 159 ‘SoIBIS UISISes]

. GNS — "BIRIoY U BIEYYIOARJN WO

PapIPY Usaq Sey ‘1eoA 15e] 16 o1 paurof oM JouIqe)) Ipuer) Alfey

Ul JISIuj UOtt() JoWIo] © “etimsy BUYSLIY § IjA ojiys ‘urerndeyiue
-UBARIY ] LHOI] 1S9JU0O 1M *YSIPRIJ BAYPRIN WOI IOGUIOW BUGES
ehfey € ‘TedoSefey O I\ sueye Arpjuoweiiied 10 31815 JO IOISIUIA

. . ; "NEYRMOCY WO} BYLIRZEE]
uadnyg 1o3urs pue Indiedeyy woxy PO JeWINY YSNS I IEylg
uz onisodd) Jo Jepeay papioy pue Alreaenyey) BAO[IY SIN $923N0831
I91em J0J 138 JO JoIsturut uoru() paddoip Kepos 4rg oy ‘sijod vyqes
307 Buttiod 9y 10§ 1Y PUODSS $U WY — ST YOXBIN ‘[HTIA MAN

4 m
1SI] PUODIS $I

-JMON 3y} WOl sajeprpued sl
-[euyy [[im Ajted a1y pres s90In0g

"PapIdAP 2q 01 A7elS Y} Ul

189S {1 {2103 Y1 JO IO 221y} A[UO

Suiaes| ‘puryyIRy[ Ul SIIRPIPUERD
ssow 3o pasieury Kyred oy

‘yresfey

pue [edoyg ‘euno spnpur sarep

-Ipued sy asijeuy 03 194 st Ayted

oY) 210y §3B3S XIS oY) Suowry ‘¢

01 9181S Y1 UL PIPIIIP $3B3S JO 19q

-wny [e103 ay3 Surye) ‘sorepipues -

aIow () Jo saweu pasieuyy Ajed

SNS — ‘BInjuUBg Ul BLBYDY gapns
-8 IN SIA-IdO PUIYeq isnl sem ae
-pipued spusdapu| payoddns sy
pue eining ui dn-sisuuns sem I se
SJESS OM) 8} UO WIBD B Peye)s Sey
drg ‘Buipusd 1day usaq sey eijni
-Nd PUB BINYUBG UO UOISIOBP B)IYM
‘g Buurewsas ay) (nweully eyl pue
s]ess Z| 1s8ju0d im J4rg ‘Jebusg
IS8M Ul — "SI Yorew ‘1H73a MaN

A

Y} ‘ysopeid BAUYPBIN U] "UOOS
AN St sjeas 21y} Fumulewas
9yl U0 uoISAJ 'IPOJA BIPUSIBN
I st Jaryo jereinny Aq pap
-UalIe oSk sem UdIYMm Junoows oy
1B 9)ElS U1 WO SALPIpULd 2I0W
81 pasijeuy) Jerefnn woly wespy
T IN suny osuag Aindagg
Sutpnpul s Suniis sy pateurus
-0Ual AepI01sak pey yorym greg
*3I3Y 30uapIsar s3akedleA
LRYSH [RIY JOISIUIN QuiLld oY)
e Sunssw Juof InoY-om) © I101e
ples s30In0s Jrg lotuas ‘eduog
1S9 Ul S1BIS T 943 JO (jp UO SS215
-u0) |nweully isieuoneN S090
-oueq elewey Uum Suipuelsiop
-un ue payoear osie Ajed ayL
‘suon

-091q [e1ouan) Aepn-1ady oy 10} .

pueyyIeyr pue jerefnn ‘ysopeid
BAUPEBIA UI S91BPIPUBD 210W O JO
ISI] pPUODas B posijeuy Aepoy Jrg
YL — ST YdreW ‘THT1AA MAN

%41 —Bm—-om /Q \a\ﬁv _8oiAleg smaN rw@mﬁsw

JUNOUUR J

g



/ KALYAN & SHUKLA IN, JUDEO OUT

« BJP wa

tlght

alks

9i’¢“

ropé

in first list

NEW DELHI, March 14. — The
BJP today walked a tightrope
while announcing the names of
142 candidates for the Lok Sabha
polls. Prominent among them are,
expectedly, Mr Atal Behari Vajpa-
yee (Lucknow), Mr LK Advani
{Gandhinagar), Mr Yashwant Sin-
ha (Hazaribagh), Mr MM Joshi
(Allahabad) and Mrs Maneka
Gandhi (Pilibhit).

Former UP chief minister' Mr
Kalyan Singh, who returned to
the BJP recently after making
peace with the Prime Minister,
will contest from Bulandshahar
(UP). Mr Khetrapal Singh, who
represented Bulandshahar in the
last Lok Sabha, is the only Union
minister left out in the first list.

Former Congress stalwart Mr
VC Shukla, who has merged his
Rashtriya Jantantrik Dal with the
BJP, has been named for Mahsa-
mund (Chhattisgarh). Scam-tain-
*ted Mr Dilip Singh Judeo, who was
to be given Mahsamund, opted to
campaign for the party instead of
contesting from any other seat.

Most candidates (around 80) in
the first list are sitting MPs.
Which means the party will have
to fight the incumbency factor.

In UP, the party fielded candi-
dates in 54 of the 80 seats.
Twenty-seven of them are sitting
MPs. Mr Vinay Katiyar, who shot
into limelight during the Ram
Temple movement, got his con-
stituency changed from Faizabad
(that has Ayodhya within it) to
Kheri. Party general secretary Mr
Pramod Mahajan denied that the
incumbency factor was responsi-
ble for the change. Mr Katiyar, by
moving to a seat that the party

Join secular alliance,
Cong to to SP & BSP

NEW DELHI, March 14. — The Con-
gress foday called upon the SP and
the BSP to join anti-BJP forces to
avoid losing their “secular credentials”.
This comes a day after both parties
closed doors on the Gongress for poll
tie-ups. The Congress was fighting
elections on secular plank and the role
of these parties in an electoral battie
that would essentially be bipolar would
establish their character, Congress
spokesperson MnKapil Sibal said. “All
parties must join hands in UP to defeat
the BJP” — SNS

had lost in the last polls, will
ensure that both Faizabad and
Kheri come to the party’s kitty,
Mr Mahajan said.

He also announced that Mr
Rajnath Singh and Mr Kalraj
Mishra — both Rajya Sabha
members — would not contest
the polls and would assist the
party in the campaign.

By fielding Mr Kalyan Singh the
BIP seems to be sending out a
message to Mr Mulayam Singh
Yadav that it would not disturb its
government if the NDA returns to
power at the Centre, in which case
the former CM will be made a
Union minister. This also paves
the way for the BJP seeking Mr
Yadav’s support in the event of the
NDA falling short of the majority.

Four Muslims figure in the first
list of candidates. Among them is
Syed Shahnawaz Hussain who will
contest from Kishanganj. The rest
have been fielded for the three
seats in Jammu and Kashmir.

Mr Vinod Khanna has been re-
nominated from Gurdaspur.

Cong second list likely
tomorrow, page 4




YATRA TO HARDSELL ‘'NEW BIP’, DRIVE HOME GOOD GOVERNANCE

Advani opens odyssey

PR Ramesh

"~ KANYAKUMARI 10 MARCH

EPUTY prime minister L.K. Ad-
D vani on Wednesday embarked

on hisrath from the mainland’s
southernmost tip — Kanyakumari —
for his 31-day-long political odyssey af-
ter renewing his party’s commitment to
use the newly-forged development
plank to power the BIP's re-election
bid. Unlike the previous yatras, which
were rooted in his party’s core Hindut-
va concerns, Mr Advani’s address, be-
fore BJP president M. Venkaiah Naidu
flagged off the latest motorised rath,
clearly hinted that the objective of the
campaign was two-pronged —to mar-
ket the “new BJP” and confer the elec-
tions the status of a presidential poll.

That the idea of a “new BJP”, which
has become the centre of an intra-saf-
fron parivar debate, will be taken for-
ward was evident when Mr Advani’s
address concentrated on developmen-
tal politics and attempted to project his
party as one best suited for providing
stable and good governance. “Good
governance will be one of our principal
planks,” declared Mr Advani.

Mr Advani’s latest yatra was kicked
off at 11 am, with a large crowd con-
verging at the confluence of the Indian
Ocean, Arabian Sea and the Bay of
Bengal to watch the spectacle set
against the backdrop of the Vivekanand
Memorial and the giant statue of Thiru-
valluvar.

In his subsequent meetings en route
to Thiruvananthapuram, the deputy
prime minister presented the elections
as a Vajpayee versus Sonia Gandhi af-
fair, where the former has secured the
backing of a pan-Indian alliance while
the latter’s candidature is yet to be pro-
posed or seconded by any party of con-
sequence. Driving home the BJPs sta-
bility theme, he said Mr Vajpayee has
been successful in taking the country
away from instability and uncertainty.

“You have seen Mr Vajpayee and ex-
perienced his governance. On the oth-
erside is a person alien to this country,
ethos and governance,” he said. That
the BJP is keen to broaden its sphere of
influence and neutralise, at least par-
tially, the hostility of the minorities was
evident earlier when the party leader-
ship ensured the participation of its en-
tire galaxy of Muslim leadership, rang-
ing from BJP general secretary
Mukhtar Abbas Nagvi to neo-convert
Arif Mohammad Khan, as well as the
Dewan of Ajmer, Syed Zainul Abedin
Ali Khan, the great-grandson of the
Khwaja Saheb of Ajmer Sharif.

In his speech, the Dewan said he saw
no reason why the Muslims should nnot
respond to the BJP's overtures if it was
showing signs of changes in its views
towards the community. In an atternpt
to ram in the point that the BJP’s con-
cept of nationalism was not an exclu-
sivist one but an “India First” approach,
Mr A¢ ' said development formed
the co1. ‘P’s nationalism.

Man With A Mission: Deputy prime minister L.K. Advani, his wife,
Kamala (right) and daughter Pratibha (left) stand atop the Bharat Uday
Rath in Kanyakumari on Wednesday. ~ Reuters

Atal gets
Lucknow for
fifth time

Our Political Bureau

NEW DELHI 10 MARCH ™~~~

PRIME Minister Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee heads the BJP's first list of candi-
dates for the forthcoming Lok Sabha
polls. A veteran of many electoral
battles, Mr Vajpayee will be re-nom-
inated for the fifth consecutive time
from Lucknow.

The BJP’s central election com-
mittee, which is meeting here on
March 14, is likely to come out with
a list of 40 candidates all from Uttar
Pradesh . Among those likely to be
fielded are former state BJP chief
Kalraj Mishra and Union agriculture
minister Rajnath Singh.

While Mr Mishra is tipped to be
nominated from Varanasi, replacing
third-term member, Mr Shankar
Prasad Jaisawal, Mr Singh is among
the leaders whose name is in the
reckoning from Ghaziabad, though
a section wants the western Uttar
Pradesh seat to be allocated to the
Janata Dal (United), which wants to
field its general secretary K.C. Tyagi.
Ghaziabad has been a saffron citadel
for over a decade, returning Mr
Ramesh Chand Tomar to the Lok
Sabha four times straight. The party,
however, feels that the time is. ripe
fora change.

Another high-profile BJP leader,
Mr Vinay Katiyar, may also jettison
his seat, Faizabad, in view of the
BSP’s decision to back the candida-
ture of former state minister Mi-
trasen Yadav from the temple town.
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Delhi HC, EC
stay away
from rath

Our Political Bureau

" NEW DELHI 10 MARCH

FACILITATING a smooth takeoff for
deputy prime minister L. K. Advani’s
Bharat Uday vatra, the Delhi High
Court on Wednesday disposed of a
petition challenging the journey
saying that it was for the EC to take a
view on the matter. The EC, on its
part, clarified that only the state gov-
emnments could take action in the
case of violation of any law by its or-
ganisers. “If the rath yatra is election
campaigning it does not violate the
law and so long the legal provisions
are complied we will have no prob-
lems,” Chief Election Commissioner
T.S. Krishnamurthy told newsper-
sons during a visit to Bhubaneswar.

The EC’s no-objection certificate
to the yatra, against which the Op-
position parties have been cam-
pdigning, is significant as it clears the
way for Mr Advani to crisscross the
country over 33 days on his mo-
torised rath without attracting provi-
sions of the model code of conduct.
Mr Krishnamurthy, however, said
that if the yatra led fanning of reli-
gious and communal passions, “the
state governments in charge of
maintenance of law and order
would keep watch as would the ob-
serversto be deployed by the EC.”

In yet another relief to the gov-
ernment, the Delhi High Court on
Wednesday refused to prioritise the
hearing ona petition challenging the
India Shining ad campaign.




A vote for BJP will
(s make India a

superpower: Advani
@® ‘Bharat Uday Yatra’ Iaunchecjv\?

By Radha Venkatesan

KANYAKUMARI (TAMIL  NADU),
MARCH 10. The Deputy Prime
Minister and senior Bharatiya
Janata Party leader, L.K. Advani,
today launched his election
road show ‘Bharat Uday Yatra’
from the shores of Kanyakumari
in Tamil Nadu appealing to the
people to vote back the Vaj-
payee Government “to make In-
dia a superpower” and a
“developed country by 2020.”

Setting off on his yatra along
with his wife, Kamla, and
daughter Pratibha, from atop a
special coach fitted with a char-
iot-like canopy, Mr. Advani said
that if Mr. Vajpayee continued
in power for five more years In-
dia would surely become a “su-
perpower.”

Without naming the Con-
gress president, Sonia Gandhi,
he told the voters that the
choice before the people was a
“great Prime Minister” and a
“prospective Prime Minister
who does not understand India
and who is not willing to project

herself as the Prime Minister.”

As his campaign vehicle
rolled down the Nagercoil town,
Padmanabhapuram and Mar-
thandam, Mr. Advani’s attack
on the Opposition, especially
the CPI(M), which is pitted
against the BJP in the Nagercoil
Lok Sabha constituency, turned
sharper.

Invoking the memories of the
former Congress Chief Minister
of Tamil Nadu, Kamaraj, who
represented the Nagercoil con-
stituency, Mr. Advani said the
local people who were known
for their nationalistic spirit
would never vote for a party
which “contributed to the divi-
siveness of the country.” When
patriots such as Kamaraj fought
for the country’s Independence,
the role of the Communists “is
known to the whole country,”
he said, addressing a roadside
meeting in Marthandam in sup-
port of the party’s Nagercoil
candidate, Pon Radhakrishnan.
The philosophy of Marxism and
Communism had been “wiped
off the face of the earth” and the

CPI(M)

alleges

misuse of IAF plane

By Our Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, MARCH 10. The Deputy Prime Minister,
L.K. Advani, has used Indian Air Force aircraft to airlift mate-
rial for the ‘Bharat Uday Yatra’ and the Election Commission
should intervene immediately to stop the ‘vatra’ as it involved
‘misuse’ of official machinery, the Kerala CP1 (M) secretary,
Pinarayi Vijayan, alleged here today.

In a statement, he sought a comprehensive inquiry into the
‘use’ of the IAF aircraft to transport ‘yatra’ material to Thiru-
vananthapuram and action against those responsible. This
was a clear violation of the Election Commission ban on use
of official aircraft by the Deputy Prime Minister for electio-
neering, he said.

Mr. Vijayan alleged that the aircraft that brought the ‘yatra’
material to the Kerala capital had used the runway normally
used by civilian flights and that the material was later trans-
ported from Thiruvananthapuram to Kanyakumari in private
trucks. If the material transported to Kanyakumari was part
of the security brief of Mr. Advani, the authorities concerned
could have used the trucks of the Central Reserve Police
Force, the Army or the IAF. The use of private trucks showed
the “gross misuse of official machinery.”

Nobody was opposed to the Prime Minister or the Deputy
Prime Minister campaigning for the BJP, but any attempt to
misuse official machinery or use such campaign to create a
communal divide would amount to a violation of the model
code of conduct requiring intervention by the Election Com-
mission, he said.

Left parties were confined to
just “two corners of the coun-
try.”
Mr. Advani enthused the peo-
ple lining the road through the
62-km campaign route, con-
cluding his speech with Bharat
mata ke and the crowd respon-
ded with jai. When he said
Vande, people responded with
mataram.

At a few places, he got off the
vehicle and interacted with the
people. At Marthandam, he
walked to the house of'a Chris-
tian family and exchanged
pleasantries. His campaigning
in Tamil Nadu culminated at
Kaliyakavalai, close to Kerala.

Mr. Advani said he had just a
four-word message for the vot-
ers — “India’s time has come.”
Comparing the 45-year Con-
gress rule and the past five-year
Vajpayee regime, he said: “Now
everyone says India is shining,”
while prior to 1998 “dark clouds
of uncertainty” had gathered
over the country. .

The Vajpayee regime- Kad
brought about connectivity in
every field — Bighways, rail-
ways, telecom rivers. How-
ever, the most important part
was the “emotional and social
connectivity.”

With Kanyakumari town fall-
ing within the Tiruchendur con-
stituency, where the BJP ally,
the All-India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam is in the
fray, Mr. Advani started his ya-
tra, campaigning for the
AIADMK candidate, ®. Damod-
aran.

While introducing him, Mr.
Advani said: “Tamil Nadu has
seen great men such as Annad-
urai and M.G. Remachandran.
And, Jayalalithat who follows in
their tradition has made
AIADMK a close ally [of the
BJP]. I am grateful to her for this
alliance.”

Before he began his yatra, the
first phase of which culminates
in Amritsar on March 27, two
Christian priests from Kerala
and a Muslim cleric from Rajas-
than, along with a host of celeb-
rities, including film star
Vijayashanti and former cricket-
er Krishnamachari Srikkanth,
and Tamil Nadu’s Health Minis-
ter Thalavai Sundaram, greeted
Mr. Advani.

Sidelights, photograph
on Page 11
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THE DECISION of deputy prime
minister L.K. Advani to begin
yet another yatra has clearly
demonstrated that the BJP is not
a “one-man party”. While Atal
Bihari Vajpayee is being project-
ed by the NDA as its sole leader,
the BJP apparently wants to en-
sure that Advani's status as the
undisputed second-in-command
doesn't go unnoticed even if it
amounts to having two mascots
for the party, something which
may not be to the liking of the
numero uno.

BJP chief Venkaiah Naidu
had to correct himself when he
talked about the BJP's twin mas-
cots last year. Vajpayee conveyed
his displeasure by stating that
the next polls would be contested
under Advani's leadership. Both
Naidu and Advani then clarified
that it was Vajpayee alone who
was the supreme Jeader and the
party would have one and not
{wo mascots.

However, the yatra, which be-
gins from Kanyakumari, has
raised several questions. Kanya-
kumari was the venue from
where Murli Manohar Joshi as
the BJP president had started his
Ekta Yatra in December 1992 for
Srinagar. By accident or by de-
sign, a section in the BJP has
again selected Kanyakumari as
the starting point. This was per-
haps to score a political point
over Joshi, who is considered
close to Vajpayee. The end point
(Srinagar) could also have been
the same had talks with the Hur-
riyat resulted in positive results.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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Advani yatra shows BJP has two mascots
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NONE OF THEM TS BOTHERED
IF THEY'VE GoT USTE

®

Secondly, the yatra is to project
the achievements of the NDA
government and highlight the In-
dia Shining slogan. One would
have normally thought that since
Vajpayee is the undisputed num-
ber one in the NDA, he would lead
the campaign. The BJP campaign
being spearheaded by someone
else could give rise to speculation
about the Prime Minister's fit-
ness. We all know that Vajpayee is
in the best of health. And when

the country is on the threshold of
getting into the big league, ques-
tions about the Prime Minister's
well being should not be raised.
Like all political exercises,
there also seems to be a hidden
agenda in the yatra. Advani's
first yatra, which was from Som-
nath to Ayodhya in 1990, had
helped the BJP consolidate its
vote bank. In fact, Advani's rath
yatra became synonymous with
the Ram Janmabhoomi move-

ment. Therefore, when the new
yatra begins, it will bring back
memories of the earlier yatra
and even if Ayodhya is not part
of the NDA's common minimum
programme or the BJP’s mani-
festo or vision statement, it will
get highlighted all the same. This
yatra will become a re-mix of the
last yatra and instead of India
Shining, the focus in public mind
will once again be on the unstat-
ed agenda — Ayodhya.
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BJP vision
set on NDA

o
\

NEW DELHI, March 5. — The
NDA manifesto may precede the
BJP’s vision document. This is to
enable the NDA to come out with
non-controversial points on which
the alliance is seeking a renewed
mandate. The BJP’s document,
which will essentially be the party’s
manifesto, could then incorporate
the points of the NDA and also talk
about the issues the party would
like to focus on.

This is to send a message that the
BJP was playing second fiddle to
the NDA and not vice versa,
sources said. This was important in
order to send the right message to
NDA partners and the common
man who is not swayed by ‘divisive
politics’.

A member of the BJP’s ‘vision
committee’ said NDA convener Mr
George Fernandes had been told
to prepare the manifesto at the
earliest. The BJP vision document
may not contain contentious issues
barring Ayodhya despite demands
by the RSS to do so. Ayodhya is
likely to figure when the document

talks about evolving a. mechanism -

to resolve all contentious issues
through talks.

Senior RSS and BIP leaders
today met at the residence of the
Prime Minister to discuss the issue.
The BIP leadership reportedly
assured a positive response in the
vision document. The RSS demand
has come amidst cadre expectation
that the BJP would not abandon its

THE STATESMAN

manifesto

“core issues”.

The meeting also assumed
importance in view of the RSS
working committee meeting in
Jaipur, where the organisation is
likely to package a softer image for
itself and come with a new gesture
towards the minority community.
Although the vision document is
ready, finer points would be
worked out after the RSS meeting,
sources said.

RSS joint general secretary Mr
Madan Das said the organisation
would have a separate discussion
with Union law minister Mr Arun
Jaitley, chairman of the committee
preparing the vision document.

BJP president Mr M Venkaiah
Naidu said there was no question
of giving up issues such as Ram
Temple. It’s very much part of the
party’s agenda, he said, adding a
solution would have to be found
through negotiations between the
leaders of the two communities.

The RSS leaders told the BIJP
that they welcomed the latter’s ini-
tiative to resolve the Ayodhya tan-
gle, but added a note of caution:
the party should not be allowed to
be taken for a ride. A commitment
would be given by them only after
the basics were properly worked
out, they reportedly told the BJP
leaders. Mr Madan Das said
swayamsevaks would participate in
Mr LK Advani’s Bharat Uday Yatra +.
in their capacity as individual citi-
zens. o
BJP-Sangma alliance not fina}
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OMPARISONS are odious but

inevitable. When LK. Advani is
flagged off from Kanyakumari on his
electoral cross-country rally next We-
dnesday, it will resurrect images of the
earlier rath yatras he has undertaken.
This is all the more so given the fact

that the second leg of this programme

— from Porbander to Samastipur —
will overlap at several points the route
taken during his first controversial
rath yatra of 1990. Points like Som-
nath, Ajmer, Dhanbad and Samas-
tipur — each of which had a loaded
sub-text in the earlier moment.

A leader as politically astute as
Advani would not. have considered

such an involved journey — which

some may consider inadvisable for a

man in his 77th year ~— if he did not .

perceive valuable political dividends

accruing from it. What could these

be? There is of course the explanation
put out by the party office that the
rath will help it garner valuable media
attention at a time when all political
parties are desperately vying for. the
voter’s attention. This, of course, is
very likely because high profile yatras
make for primetime spectacle. But
Advani, by opting for the familiar yatra
mantra, by resorting to a political tool
that has come to be identified with his
own brand of politics, also seems mov-
ed by a desire to project a kinder, gen-
tler image of the party and himself. As
he has underlined, the focus this time

INDIAN EXPRESS P

Yatra mantra «3

Advani’s proposed roadshow indicates how nl'él@

“will be on “development o m a

shining temple but a “Shining India

— a shift certified by the best kgov'vn;
hardliner in the BJP fold. The ¢lec-
toral compulsions of such a shift,are
easy to understand. The party is apx-
ious to expand its vote base. Certainly,
the first phase of Advani’s yatra will
traverse largely through regions that
have remained immune to the seduc-
tions of saffron and the hope perhaps
is that voters would respond more
positively to a Congress-ised BJP, or at
least an Atal-ised BJP. Clearly, the po-
litical success of Vajpayee’s modera-

" tion has proved to be an object lesson

for the hawks within the party fold
and the rath yatra — once the
metaphor for Hindutva mobilisation
— is now being dusted down to show-
case a more liberal party and leader.
But the contradictions in this pro-
ject do not easily go away. Nothing un-
derlines this mere than the Gujarat
leg of Advani’s journey where the
Narendra Modis and Mayaben Kod-

" nanis will dominate the tableau. If

Modi’s electoral yatras of late 2002
are any indication, the discourse that
will travel the most in these parts will
be potent Hindutyaspeak. Advani’s
proposed roadshow indicates, then,
just how much the party that came to
power riding on the rath yatra of 1990
has changed — been forced by the
pursuit and exercise of power to
change — and how much it has not.



Congress, CPI(M) object

%X iD @ to AMS yatra &W:}\,)

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 2. The Con-
gress and the Communist Party
of India (Marxist) today object-
ed to the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty's announcement that the
Deputy Prime Minister, LK.
Advani, would launch a Bharat
uday bus yatra, and urged the
Election Commission to take
“strong and immediate action.”

The Congress said Mr. Ad-
vani's proposed yatra was a
“direct panic reaction” to the
“success” of the Congress pres-
ident, Sonia Gandhi’s Jan Sam-
park Abhiyan .

“Afraid of being marginalised

THE HINDU

in the wake of Ms. Gandhi's
highly successful programme,
Mr. Advani is trying to grab the
political centre stage. We can
only hope that Mr. Advani’s lat-
est yatra will not be accompa-
nied with widespread and
mindless violence that accom-
panied his rath yatra in 1990,”
the party media secretary, Tom
Vadakkan said.

The CPI (M) described the
bus vatra as a “deplorable step”
and said that it could result in
vitiating the atmosphere.

In a statement, the politburo
said though the BJP leader pro-
jected it as one to spread the
party’s message and NDA’s

~ 3 MR 2004

agenda, he had declared tha.
there was “an intrinsic link”
with his previous yatras.

“Thus under the cover of an
election campaign the BJP
leadership is once again seek-
ing to arouse communal pas-
sions in the garb of a resurgent
nationalism. One has only to
recall the havoc created by Ad-
vani's rath yatra on the temple
issue in 1999.”

“The Election Commission
should examine whether such a
campaign will help the conduct
of elections in a peaceful and .
democratic atmosphere,” the |
party said.

~
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our Political al Bureau ances are more or less in plac
NEW DELHI 29 FEBRUARY The damnage that has been
\

the count%(/)wn
for the general elec-
tion starting today,

the BJPhasrenewed its attempts
to secure a fourth innings at the
Centre under the leadership of
Mr Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

The party has not only fi-
nalised an elaborate plan to proj-
ect Mr Vajpayee as its poll mas-
cot, it has already unleashed a
major publicity drive, at the cen-
tre of which is the ‘India Shining’
theme encapsulating the nu-
merous accomplishments of the
Vajpayee regime.

Having been successful in
running a coalition government
for a near full-term, the BJP
finds itself better-placed in con-
solidating its gains. While the
other side struggles to put to-
gether a coherent and credible
alternative, the BJP's pre-poll al-

caused by the exit of DMK-
PMK-MDMK combine in Tamil
Nadu is being sought to be com-
pensated by renewing the part-
nership with Ms Jayalalithaa’s
AIADMK after a gap of five
years, while in Assam, a deal
with the AGP is again being fi-
nalised with the hope of pre-
venting a split in the anti-Con-
gress votes. Former Lok Sabha
speaker P A Sangma, whois try-
ing to project himself as the
spokesman of the north-eastern
states, has also promised sup-
port to the NDA.

Far from being on the defen-
sive after serving a full term as
the ruling party, there is an ex-
pectation that incumbency can
be converted into an asset. The
Prime Minister’s and BJP’s deci-
sion to play the coming battle on
a development turf shows the
confidence that it has a record to

1
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run on. In all public meetings by
Mr Vajpayee, he hasbeen taking
care to drive home this point.

The party also has the advan-
tage of a well-oiled campaign
machinery. Unlike the Congress,
the party has a galaxy of second
generation leaders, who are vy-
ing to daim credit for
masterminding the campaign in
various states. This may be a
healthy trend now, but could
harm the party in the long run.

While top leaders of the party
have already embarked on their
electoral journey, BJP strategists
have drawn an impressive cam-
paign calendar for its star cam-
paigners. It has hired the services
of 20 aircraft and 36 choppers,
and is set to bombard the unsus-
pecting people with leaders of all
hues. Even though the polls are
50 days away, the BJP has ac-
quired the air of a winner, which
gives the party the advantages of
the “pull-factor”.

MAR 204

gon India Shining

The last few days has seen a
host of political leaders, film-
stars, sportspersons and leading
cultural personalities embrac-
ing the saffron brigade.
These include former Union
minister Arif Mohammad
Khan, former MP CM Digvijay
Singh’s younger brother Lax-
man Singh, Assamese cultural
czar Bhupen Hazarika, former
cricketer Navjot Singh Sidhu
and filmstars Hema Malini, Jee-
tendra and Suresh Oberoi.

The process is likely to gain
momentum in the days to
come. Rajya Sabha deputy
chairperson Najma Heptulla,
former Karnataka chief minis-
ter S Bangarappa and former
Assam chief minister Praful
Mahanta are likely to join the
saffron bandwagon. The party’s
renewed bid to recapture pow-
er at the Centre will, however,
be severely tested in the Hindi
heartland.



(Vajpayee opens door
. for admirerNajma
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New Delhi, Feb. 28: Najma Hep-
tullah — one of the Congress’
most visible women leaders and
arelative of Maulana Abul Kal-
am Azad — appeared set to join
the BJP after a clear hint from
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee.

Speaking to reporters after
releasing the Devnagari transla-
tion of one of Maulana Azad’s
works, Vajpayee said it was now
up to Heptullah to do what she
wants. “She hasto decide what to
do,” he said.

The Rajya Sabha deputy chai-
rperson reciprocated by lavish-
ing praise on Vajpayee, slamm-
ing the Congress — which she
said had a problem of “not being
able to digest if good work was
praised” — and declaring how
the Quran did not support cow
slaughter.

Applauding Vajpayee’s effo-
rts to “unite hearts both within
the country as well as with Pak-
istan”, she said: “You are doing
what was not done so far. Your ef-
fort has created a good atmos-
phere and kindled hopes.”

Heptullah recalled how Mau-

HEADHUNTERS

PRAMOD MAJAHAN
Maneka and Varun Gandhi
D.P.Yadav

Arif Mohammad Khan
Jeetendra

M.VENKAIAH NAIDU
Hema Malini

SUSHMA SWARAJ &
ARUN JAITLEY
Bhupen Hazarika

lana Azad had dreamt of good-
neighbourly ties with Pakistan,
“which could not be fulfilled in
his time”, but was fructifying
during Vajpayee’s tenure.

“You are making efforts to
clear the debris of Partition
gradually,” she told Vajpayee at
the mainly Muslim gathering at
the book-release function, organ-
ised by the Indian Council for
Cultural Relations which she
heads. “I saw for myself in Pak-
istan how much love and affec-
tion people there have for you.”

Heptullah praised the Prime
Minister’s rural road connectivi-
ty programme and said it has not
only linked cities and villages

but also “joined hearts”.

BJP sources said Heptullah
was likely to join their ranks ea-
rly next week. Although they ad-
mitted she was not a vote catch-
er, they hoped her entry would
make the party more “accept-
able” to Muslims.

The sources said Vajpayee is
keen on Heptullah because of
the larger ramification of get-
ting a Muslim and a woman who
is recognised internationally.
After the Congress refused to
nominate her for the Vice-Presi-
dent’s post and indicated it wo-
uld not give her another term in
the Rajya Sabha, the Prime Min-
ister made her the chairperson
of the ICCR. The post hormally
goes to the Vice-President.

Among the other likely indu-
ctees are former Lok Sabha Spe-
aker PA. Sangma, Haryana chief
minister Om Prakash Chauta-
1a’s younger brother Ranjit Cha-
utala and former diplomat
G. Parthasarathy. Two former
chief ministers — S. Bangarap-
pa, of Karnataka, and Prafulla
Mahanta, of Assam — have also
reportedly approached the party.

BJP leaders have been on a
headhunting spree over the past
few weeks (See chart).
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Maneka, Varun 1 jo

, éQA -

Statesman Naws Service: ~.

NEW DELHI, Feb. 16. — Mrs
Maneka Gandhi and her son Mr
Varun Feroze Gandhi joined the BJP
today in the presence of party presi-
dent Mr Venkaiah Naidu and general
secretary Mr Pramod Mahajan.

Mr Varun Gandhi, however, made it
clear that he would neither campaign
against his cousins, Priyanka and
Rahul, nor contest against them in the
coming Lok Sabha polls, as “we are of
the same blood”. But he did say that
he considered the foreign origin of
Mrs Sonia Gandhi an issue. “Yes, for-
eign origin is an issue but not an elec-
tion issue.”

Mrs Mancka Gandhi said in her
statement: “In its mature stewardship
of the NDA, the BJP has displayed a

" generosity and the spirit that allows
people of strength and vision to blos-
som and grow.”

Welcoming the mother-son duo into
the BJP, Mr Naidu said: “Their ser-
vices would be utilised in the best
manner.” Earlier in the morning, Mrs

THE STATESMAN

in BJP

{

Ma:%(a Gandhi and her son met the
Primé¢' Minister, Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee, at his residence.

In separate statements, Mrs
Maneka Gandhi and Mr Varun
Gandhi said they joined the BJP as
strengthening the party was in the
nation’s best interests.

The twenty four-year-old son of
Sanjay Gandhi said: “My family has
been part of the Congress and has led
it through its most glorious era. I do
believe, however, that what my fami-
ly was true to was not a party but a
value system, a tradition of self-sacri-
fice, national pride and indepen-
dence of spirit.”

Mrs Sonia Gandhi welcomed Mr
Varun Gandhi’s entry into politics
today.

Speaking to the media at Berha-
mpur in Orissa after the first leg of
her Jansampark Yatra, the Congress
chief said Mr Varun Gandhi was her
nephew and she 'wished him success
in his political career.

Sonia-Mayawati talks, page 4

17 FEB 2072
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

FAIZABAD, Feb. 7. — Kick-
ing off the BJP’s poll cam-
paign in Uttar Pradesh, the
Prime Minister today said his
party remained committed to
construction of a Ram Tem-
| ple in Ayodhya and urged
those involved in the dispute
to reach an understanding so
that the dream could see the
light of the day without leav-
ing any rancour in its trail.

“Describing the temple con-
struction as his governmen-
t's “unfinished task”, he said:
“We want the construction is
completed and all hurdles in
the way are removed.” Ad-
dressing a rally here, near
Ayodhya, after a gap of 13

i years, Mr Atal Behari Vaj-

payee said the issue could ei-
ther be resolved by a court
verdict or through an under-
standing between the parties
concerned. “The path of judi-
ciary could be a long one. The
parties concerned should
reach an understanding in a
harmonious way to resolve it
(the dispute),” he said while
urging the people to give an-
other five-year tenure to his
government.

Resolution of the Ayodhya
issue through mutual agree-
ment would give a boost to
the country’s communal har-
mony, Mr Vajpayee said. At-

! tacking Mrs Sonia Gandhi

for having described him as a
“day-dreamer like Mungeri
Lal”, the Prime Minister
said: “I'm a dreamer, but I
know how to turn my dreams
into reality. The Congress is
in a bad shape. I pity it. Mrs
Gandhi has been saying that
our government has not done
anything. Our party had
1ever opposed a government
vhile in Opposition for the
sake of opposing it.”

He recalled that he had
congratulated Prime Minis-
ter Indira Gandhi for India’s
victory in the 1971 Bangla-
desh war. At the same time,
he said he had criticised her

N}

*

The path of
judiciary could be
a long one. The

parties concerned
should reach an
understanding in a
harmonious way to
resolve the

Ayodhya dispute

for having reached “an agree-
ment without attempting to
resolve the Kashmir issue”.

Referring to the Kargil
conflict in 1999, Mr Vajpay-
ee said: “We're prepared to
fight a war when it’s neces-
sary and also ready for a
dialogue when a hand of
friendship is extended.”

Giving a rundown of his
government’s achievements,
he said the relations with
Pakistan had shown im-
provement after his recent
talks with Gen. Pervez
Musharraf in Islamabad.
Cross-border infiltration has
“ended” and of late there has
been no firing on the Indo-
Pak borders. Relations with
Islamabad will further im-
prove, he said, if there is “a
determination to take on
challenges that lie ahead”.
History on wheels: Mr Vaj-
payee created a record of
sorts today when he under-
took an 8-km train journey
from Katra to Faizabad. This
was the first time in over two
decades that the highest po-
litical executive of the land
travelled by train. The Prime
Minister made the journey
after inaugurating a bridge
on the Sarayu.

B Another report on
page 10

BJP still ﬁrm on tem

\U

FLAGGING OFF HINDUTVA? The Prime Minister in Faizabad on Saturday. —

ple

Opportunities
in Education

see Page 7

MiG 23

crashes
JAIPUR, Feb. 7. — An
IAF MiG 23 fighter air-

craft crashed and the
pilot died this morning
during preparations for
the Vayu Sakti pro-
gramme to be held next
month. An IAF spokes-
person said the incident
took place at 9.20 a.m.
near Chandan Range in
Pokhran, Jaisalmer dis-
trict. — SNS

IIMs on fee

AHMEDABAD, Feb. 7.
— IIM-Ahmedabad dir-
ector Mr Bakul Dholakia
today ruled out taking
legal action “for now” ag-
ainst the HRD ministry’s
directive on reduction in
tuition fees. But he said
the institute’s board of
governors would soon
meet to discuss the
directive. — PTI

(Details on page 10)

Vajpayee is a tailed PM Sonia

CL MANOJ
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Feb. 7. — Mrs Sonia
Gandhi today charged Mr Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee with being a “failure
on many fronts” as Prime Minister.
She also alleged that the BJP and the
NDA were bereft of ideas, forcing
them to “focus so much on Mr Vajpa-
yee’s personality”. Mrs Gandhi was
speaking at a lunch she hosted for
New Delhi-based journalists, her
first such effort.

Clearly attempting to be different
from her earlier uncommunicative
style, the Congress president, with

her advisers and party leaders in
tow, circulated among her news-hun-
gry guests. On the Prime Minister,

" she said: “The NDA and the BJP keep

talking about his personality. May be
because there is nothing in the NDA
except that ... I think as a Prime
Minister he has failed on many
fronts. About his personality, you ask
the people.”

She also said the NDA governmen-
t's “huge media campaign on per-
formance” couldn’t be matched by the
Congress.

Reacting to Mr Vajpayee’s remarks
yesterday at the BJP’s national coun-
cil meet — the Prime Minister had

said, in an obvious reference to the
Congress, that there are no “born
leaders” in the BJP — Mrs Gandhi
described criticism of dynastic politics
as a “joke”. “It’s ridiculous to say so.
Look at their (NDA’s) side... What
about the Chautalas, the Abdullahs
and many BJP leaders’ families in
politics? What about Lalogji and Kar-
unanidhiji. You should say all of them
are political dynasties... India is full
of (political) dynasties”. Asked about
the political plans of her children,
Mrs Gandhi said only Rahul and Pri-
yanka could answer the question.

B Another report on page 10 i
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Unease over
", Kalyan

re-entry

LUCKNOW, Jan. 25. — There was a clear sense of unease
among forward caste BJP leaders in Uttar Pradesh as the
decks were cleared for the re-entry of the influential back-
ward leader Mr Kalyan Singh to the centrestage of politics
in the Hindi heartland. The state leaders had littie say in
the decision to woo Mr Singh. Significantly, the entire op-
eration was managed by the central leadership.

One of them was the Union minister Mr Rajnath Singh.
“The party is always bigger than an individual. His return
will not have any impact on Uttar Pradesh politics”, Mr
Singh, & Thakur said. He does not speak against the
moves:ter bring back the Lodh leader into the party fold.
But his recent statements had an obvious tinge of scorn.

“Sinee tHe party high command has taken a decision,
every one should abide by the decision and welcome it”,
Mr Rajnath Singh said. It was well known that the two
did not pull on well and have somewhat cold relationship.

Another upper caste leader, Mr Kalraj Mishra, was
also cool to the idea. The high command was instead re-
lying on Mr Vinay Katiyar, the state party chief, who was
a backward and a co-accused with Mr Kalyan Singh in
. the Babari Masjid demolition case.

After the national general secretary Mr Pramod Ma-
hajan nearly clinched the issue, it was Mr Katiyar who
was asked by the high command to follow up the matter
with Mr Singh. The language which Mr Katiyar uses
over the prospect of the party after the former chief min-
ister joined was different than Mr Rajnath Singh.“With
Kalyan Singh’s re-entry into the party, the BJP was sure
to get a majority in the state once again”, an upbeat Mr
Katiyar said.

Those not approving Mr Singh’s re-en
willing to give weight to the BJP think t
that the party could be in an advanta
Lok Sabha seats across the state..

were not
’s calculation
1 as many as 22
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ttically Correct; BJP Lays The Foundatlon For Incoming Polls With Aggresswe Moves To Win Nation’s Support

BJP uses thaw

abour reforms, |
-ob-related devt
to be BJP planks

Diwakar & P.R. Ramesh

" HYDERABAD 11 JANUARY
B itself to the development
plank, promising to con-
tinue with reforms, including the
politically sensitive changes in the
labour law regime. Changes in
labour laws, strengthening of
SEZs, improvement of infrastruc-
ture and measures to broaden the
base of retail investors and widen
the reach of the insurance sector
are part of the policy road map laid
down by the BJP national execu-
tive in what is seen as the precur-

sor to the party’s poll manifesto.
That the party, as it tries to car-
ryits December form into the Lok
Sabha battlefield, will use the
newly-forged development
plank to power its re-election bid
was obvious from the economic
resolution’s stress on labour re-
forms. Though safely worded,
the mention of the policy marks
the first time that a party has
gathered courage to put the sen-

sitive item high on the agenda.
The six-page document of the
BJP stressed on job-oriented
growth. Rebutting the Congress
charge that the NDA government
had failed to fulfil its promise to
create one crore jobs a year, the
resolution said the economic ini-
tiatives of the government have
resulted in massive job creation.
It, however, also acknowledged
the need for an Indian model
which combined growth with
jobs. The BJP’'s new development
mien also reflected through its
jeering of the Congress for the
3.5% Hindu rate of growth un-
der its dispensation. The resolu-
tion flaunted the new growth

JPon Sunday rededicated

buoyancy, calling it the Hindutva
rate of growth. The upbeat tone
of the resolution showed the con-
fidence of the party, long taunted
forits reliance on emotive plank,
to take on its adversaries on
mainstream issues.

“Good governance will be one
of our principal planks,” said
commerce minister Arun Jaitley.
“A new grammar and vocabulary
of politics is evolving,” Mr Jaitley
added. The BJP’s just-acquired
faith in the winning potential of
development politics was evident
even at the inaugural session
where party chief M. Venkaiah
Naidu shrugged aside the feeble
in-house doubt that the new pre-
occupation might push Hindutva
to the backburner. “Concepts of
Hindutva and development are
not mutually exclusive, In fact,
Hindutva as a construct sub-
sumes development,” he said.

Mr Jaitley pointed out that his
party’s ambition was to transform
India into a global manufacturing
hub and the world’s biggest gran-
ary. He also spoke of the BJP’s
plans to modernise airports,
roads and railways; boost ports
capacities; provide power at com-
petitive rates and reduce fuel
costs; lift the manufacturing sec-
tor’s share in the GDP well be-
yond the current 25%.

Mr Jaitley added that there
willbe efforts to leverage the food
surplus for making country the
biggest foodgrain exporter, to
“empower” the agriculture sec-
tor. “The challenge for the future
is to improve agricultural produc-
tivity, concentrate on agro-pro-
cessing activity and connect
product of the Indian farmer to
the global market.”

WlN-éoms: Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee smiles on being asked by BJP president Vekalah Naidu to flash a
victory sign at a political rally in Hyderabad on Sunday. — AFP

M Enosh Jeremiah
"~ HYDERABAD 11 JANUARY

REPARING the ground for
P early elections, Prime

Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee renewed his invitation to
the TDPtojoin the NDA govern-
ment at the Centre and criticised
the Congress for “attempting to
cobble together a motley Oppo-
sition grouping based on un-
princdipled alliances.”

“The TDP extended strong sup-
port to the NDA government but
chose to stay away from joining
the government. I hope it will re-
consider its decision and join us,
once we come back to power in
the ensuing elections,” he said. He
was speaking at a large public ral-
ly on “Sounding of Development
Bugle” here on Sunday evening.
He, however, did not specify as to

when the elections would be held

Vajpayee invites TDP once
again to join future govt

—whether they would be ad-
vanced or held as per schedule.
Stating that coalition govern-
ments are inevitable in a vast
country with diverse cultural, lin-
guisticand religious backgrounds,
he said the BJP had realised this
fact long before and forged al-
liances with parties that have the
nation and its welfare at heart.

“But the Congress seems to be
opening its eyes to this reality
only after losing in the recent As-
sembly polls. It's now trying to
form an alliance with a party in
Tamil Nadu, which it accused of
having a hand in the assassina-
tion of Rajiv Gandhi,” he said,
without mentioning the DMK by
name. He described this alliance
as “unprincipled.”

Referring frequently to the de-
velopment that has taken place
under his leadership over the last
five years, he declared that India

could become a developed nation
by 2020, if it maintains current
growthrates. “We have allit takes
to be a developed nation, but we
have to maintain peace, brother-
hood and harmony,” he said.

The Prime Minister reiterated
that the alliance with the TDP
would continue in Andhra
Pradesh. He complimented the
chief minister and his govern-
ment for the development taking
place in the state. “The Andhra
Pradesh government is changing
the face of Hyderabad and of the
state, just as we are doing for the
country,” he said.

Mr Vajpayee also talked about
maintaining close relations with
all neighbours, including Pak-
istan. He expressed his desire to
forge regional trade alliances
with neighbours for the overall
development of the entire south-
east Asian region.

in Pakistan ties
as trump card

Dlwakar & P. R. Ramesh
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HE BJP leadership on Sun-

I day showcased Pakistan’s

recent commitment not to
letits territory be used for anti-ter-
ror activities as a m ajor achieve-
ment of the Vajpayee govern-
ment. Party president M. Venka-
iah Naidu complimented the
Vajpayee government for achiev-
ing the recent breakthrough in
ties with Pakistan without com-
promising on the fight against
cross-border terrorism.

“Indeed, it is Pakistan which
had to give a commitment that it
will not allow anybody to use its
territory for terrorist activities
against India,” said the BJP chief,
chipping away at the bilateral
vow to refrain from pointscoring
over the outcome of the Vajpay-
ee-Musharraf pow-wow.

Both India and Pakistan
agreed at Islarnabad not to look
for winners and losers, calling the
breakthrough as one leading to-
wards a win-win situation for all.

Mr Naidu’s decision to breach
the discipline by striking a tri-
umphant note was being ex-
plained in the light of BJP’s com-
pulsion to ward off any perception
that the Vajpayee government re-
laxed its much-repeated “no talks
till terrorism stops” condition for
engaging Pakistan in dialogue.

Though the Vajpayee govern-
ment’s performance at Islamabad
has come in for praise from neu-
tral galleries, an impression that it
might have resigned from its
tough anti-terror stance can be
lethal for the party which pridesit-
self on muscular nationalism.

The precaution may seem to

be even more necessary in the
light of assertions that Pakistan
has been forced to make to fight
off the sell-out insinuation. The
compulsion has forced General
Pervez Musharraf to rule out the
recognition of LoC as the border
while Pakistan has petitioned the
United Nations to protest against
India’s attempt to fence the border.

The inaugural remarks also
brought out BJP’s calculation to
show off Pakistan’s anti-terror
guarantee to strengthen the lead-
ership halo around Mr Vajpayee.
The party will also adopt a
resolution at the meeting of its
apex decision making body on the
Prime Minister’s successful visit
to Pakistan .

The BJP chief was gushing in
his praise of the PM for his con-
duct of foreign policy. “India’s
achievements on the foreign pol-
icy front have truly been un-
precedented. The entire world
has come to recognise Shri Atalji
as a statesmnan par excellence.

Under his leadership, India’s
stature in the world has risen
enormously. His latest foreign
policy success has been his his-
toric visit to Islamabad where he
provided visionary leadership
both in the 12th Saarc summit as
well as to the breaking of ice in
the frozen relations between
India and Pakistan,” said the
BJP chief.

The lavish praise for Mr Vaj-
payee and the assertion that it
was General Musharraf who
backed down at Islamabad are
only reflective of BJP’s calcula-
tion to use the thaw in ties with
Pakistan as the peace icing on the
feel-good cake but without soft-
ening its anti-terror armour.




