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Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Dec. 23. —
The issue of the Prime
Minister asking his aide to
write to the CBI enquiring
about the status of the Ba-
bari demolition case vis a
vis Mr LK Advani, Mr Mu-
rli Manohar Joshi, Miss
Uma Bharati and others
who were chargesheeted by
the investigating agency cr-
eated a storm in both Ho-
uses of Parliament today.
The BJP was up in arms
against the government
and some members even
demanded that the Prime
Minister should resign. “It
is the view of some mem-
bers... not mine... but in a
democracy it is majority
opinion that counts,” Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee, who
raised the matter in the
Lok Sabha told reporters
outside Parliament after
the House was adjourned.
The former Prime Min-
ister stood his ground on
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LANGUAGE INDICATIVE OF THE GOVT’'S DESIGNS: ATAL

letter to CBI

the floor of the Lok Sabha
that the tenor of the letter
from the PMO clearly
establishes the intention
of the government to reo-
pen the case against Mr
Advani. “Such a letter
ought not have come from
the PMO in the first pla-
ce,” Mr Vajpayee said.

Mr Pranab Mukherjee,
the leader of the House
who was given the task of
defending Dr Manmohan
Singh and the government,
dismissed the allegation.
He said: “The reference
from the Prime Minister’s
Office only requested clar-
ification on the legal posi-
tion about filing of revision
petitions (by witnesses)
and failure, if any, on part
of the prosecuting agency
in taking timely action to
move a higher court,” Mr
Mukherjee said in a writ-
ten statement.

“The sum total of this
correspondence is nothing
more than eliciting infor-
mation from the investi-

sparks House furore

BJP recalls precedents

NEW DELHI, Dec. 23. — The disproportionate assets case
against the JMM leader, Mr Sibu Soren, was closed within
seven months and no appeal was filed, a senior BJP leader
pointed out to justify that the CBI's not filing an appeal against
Mr LK Advani's discharge was not an isolated case. In the
Satish Sharma case, the CBI was not given permission to
prosecute him. In the case of the disproportionate assets case
against Mr Lalu Prasad, two members of the IT Appellate
Tribunal came from two different places and sat for a week
exclusively to give a clean chit to him, the BJP leader said. The
CBDT did not appeal, he pointed out. — SNS

gating agency. It is not not
a directive of any kind to
any investigating agency
and cannot be construed to
amount to any manner of
interfering in the working
of the agency,” Mr
Mukherjee told the House.

He also reminded Mr
Vajpayee how he as Prime
Minister had also written a
letter to the CBI seeking
the status of the Babari
case after some Congress
MPs sought clarification
and a statement from the
Prime Minister. Mr Vajpay-
ee did not deny it but said

"ESTATBMAN

the tenor of his letter was
different. The language of
the letter in the present
case is indicative of the gov-
ernment’s designs, he said.

Parliament adjourned

Both Houses of Parliament
were adjourned sine die
today after receiving the
news of PV Narsimha Ra-
o’s death. Members paid
tributes to Rao and obser-
ved a minute’s silence. Parl-

iament will pow meet in
late Febypuary 2005 for the
Budget session.



Cong—BJ P:duel at Swpeal\ér’s meeting

Agencies Qf‘))
New Delhi, December 21 Q
LEADER OF Lok Sabha Pranab
Mukherjee and Deputy Leader
of BJP VK. Malhotra today had
a verbal duel at the all-party
meeting convened by Speaker
Somnath Chatterjee this eve-
ning over Opposition behaviour
in the House.

The argument took place
when Mukherjee said govern-
ment was willing to extend ses-
sion provided the Opposition
played its role in a constructive
manner and gave a “guarantee”
that it would not disrupt the pro-
ceedings, sources said.

A visibly annoyed Malhotra
took exception to these remarks

and wondered h())/& Oppositio ouse annually, sources said.

could “guarantee” the function-
ing of the House. He said it was
the responsibility of the gov-
ernment to ensure that the

" House functioned smoothly and

recalled that during the NDA
rule the ruling coalition had al-
ways allowed the Opposition to
have its say.

Recalling the earlier disrup-
tion of the House during the
Budget session, which was cut
short, Mukherjee asked the Op-
position to forget the past and
allow the House to function
smoothly, While no decision
was taken on the issue of ex-
tending the session, all the par-
ties felt that there should be a
minimum of 100 sittings of the

The meeting was attended by
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Ghulam Nabi Azad, PK. Va-
sudevan Nair and Gurudas Das-
gupta (CPI), Ramjilal Suman
(Samajwadi) and Basudeb
Acharia (CPI-M).

Former Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee blamed the
UPA government for the “sorry
state of affairs” in Parliament.
Maintaining that the NDA was
unnecessarily being accused of
disrupting the House proceed-
ings, he asserted that the
responsibility for smooth func-
tioning of Lok Sabha lay with
the UPA, Left parties and the
Speaker.

Speaking at the BJP Parlia-

mentary Party meeting here, Va-
jpayee said the Speaker should
have reprimanded Railway Min-
ister Lalu Yadav for “insulting”
the House by not turning up to
make a statement on the train ac-
cident in Punjab.

Reiterating the stand taken
by the NDA parties at their
meeting on Monday, Vajpayee
told the BJP MPs that a “mis-

chievous” campaign was being .

carried out against the Opposi-

tion alliance over disruptions
in the House whereas the sole '
cause behind the trouble was .

Lalu Yadav himself.

Vajpayee deplored that the -

NDA was not able to raise peo-
ple’s issues in Parliament be-
cause of other matters.

|
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~Somnath offers to step down-

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 16. Unhappy
with the way he was forced to
adjourn the Lok Sabha on
Wednesday and the aspersions
that have been cast on him, the
Lok Sabha Speaker, Somnath
Chatterjee, today offered to step
down. “If members are not hap-
py with the present incumbent,
I shall have no regrets in leaving
it,” Mr. Chatterjee said in a sur-
prise statement soon after the
House convened for the day.

Before taking up question
hour, the Speaker recalled how
“at the request of respected Shri
Atal Bihari Vajpayee and the
Honourable Leader of the Op-
position but reluctantly and
with great sorrow, I had to ad-
journ the House yesterday soon
after the luncheon recess.” Re-
ferring to the accusation that he
was “indulging in tanashahi
[dictatorship]” on Wednesday,
he said:

“The Chair does not have any
prestige any longer and has be-
come totally irrelevant and it
has become a matter of agony
for me to occupy this Chair,
which I never expected to do,
far less solicited.

“So long as I am here I shall
try my best to discharge my du-
ties and functions according to
the rules of procedure and my
conscience. If members are not
happy with the present incum-
bent, I shall have no regrets in
leaving it. I was happy facing
the Chair than occupying it.”

‘I leave it to members’

Echoing a question posed by
college students who met him
yesterday after the furore in the
House, Mr. Chatterjee said:
“They asked me if Parliament
did not function what was the
future of Parliamentary democ-
racy in this country. I leave that
question before all the mem-
bers to ponder and find out the
answer, and let the country
know.”

Though the Speaker’s “resig-
nation” comments took mem-
bers by surprise and left them
speechless at first, it did not
stop the Bharatiya Janata Party
member, B. C. Khanduri, from
entering into an argument with
the Chair during question hour
over not being allowed a ques-
tion relating to the Army first
despite being an ex-serviceman.
Before the pre-lunch session
was over, the Opposition staged
a walkout to protest against the
“callous attitude” of the Railway
Minister, Lalu Prasad, towards
Parliament.

Velu fields questions

The Speaker then took up the
business of the day as the House
absorbed the import of his

17 DEC 2004

A SPEAKER'S PLAINT: Pushed to the limits by Opposition behaviour and charges,

the Lok Sabha Speaker, Somnath Chatterjee, offers to give up his Chair. — AFP
Democratic Alliance Govern- #hank you for solving the prob-

words; so much so the Opposi-
tion made no comment when
the Minister of State for Rail-
ways, R. Velu, who they called a
“nobody” on Wednesday during
the furore over Mr. Prasad’s fail-
ure to make a statement on the
train accident in Punjab, fielded
questions on his Ministry in-
stead of his senior colleague.
However, when Hannan Mol-
lah (Communist Party of India-
Marxist) asked the Union Min-
ister of State for Heavy
Industries and Public Enterpris-
es, Santosh Mohan Dev, wheth-
er the Government had received
a report from the Central Vigi-
lance Commissioner about a
Minister from the National

THE HINDU

ment pressuring public sector
undertaking managements for
favours, Mr. Vajpayee got up
protesting. “The member has
made allegations about a for-
mer Government. Who will an-
swer the question?” '

Thanks Minister

Even as members across the
floor became restive, the Minis-
ter settled the issue saying that
the question pertained to the
Personnel Department. “I have
not got anything. The question
should be put to the Ministry
concerned;” he said immediate-
ly securing a word of gratitude
from the Speaker who said: “I

lem.”

Though the Opposition did
not interrupt Mr. Prasad during
his statement, V. K. Malhotra
(BIJP) sought an explanation
from him for going to Bihar in-
stead of coming to report to !
Parliament about his visit to the
accident site. “He has insulted
Parliament and he has told the
media that the accident was ac-
tually a murder. Who will take
responsibility for this murder?
In a democracy, the Minister is
responsible,” he said adding
that the Opposition was going
to walk out in protest.

BJP wants all-party meet:
Page 13
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2004

PARLIAMENT LIVE ,n/l
sl g

WHEN HE TOOK charge as Speaker of the 14th
Lok Sabha, Somnath Chatterjee, India’s senior-
most parliamentarian, promised to bring order
and discipline to a House that seemed without
hope so far as the conduct of several of its mem-
bers was concerned. Evidently, the 10-term Com-
munist Party of India (Marxist) Member of
Parliament underestimated the disruptive power
of the flock that was now under his regulatory
authority. His first experience as presiding officer
was stressful, with the Opposition Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party driving him to despair with rude in-
terruptions and personal attacks followed by the
boycott of the House committees and the Fi-
nance Bill. Although the BJP has behaved in more
‘parliamentary’ fashion this winter session, party
MPs are clearly restive and there are indications
that a new offensive could begin soon. Not that
the treasury benches have set exemplary stan-
dards. A case in point is the war of words be-
tween Lalu Prasad and Ram Vilas Paswan. While
the duo has been careful not to quarrel within the
precincts of the House, as Cabinet Ministers
bound by the principle of collective responsib-
ility they ought to have known better than to
quatrrel at all. In the event, the spat has become a
point of contention in the Lok Sabha, leading to
the now familiar story of pandemonium, walk-
out, and the Speaker's last resort
adjournment.

Legislative disorderliness is not peculiar to
Sansad Bhawan. Improbable as it may seem, the
Mother of all Parliaments is quite relaxed about
allowing its members freedom to interrupt and
spar with each other. Indeed a House of Com-
mons fact-sheet titled “Some traditions and cus-
toms” describes the Commons chamber as a
“rather noisy place with robustly expressed opin-
ions, many interventions, expressions of approv-
al or disapproval and sometimes repartee and
banter.” To be sure, the British Lower House
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frowns on “insulting, coarse or abu$ive” language
and disallows anyone, however untruthful, from
being called a “liar.” (Winston Churchill famously
substituted “terminological inexactitude” for the
proscribed word.) And yes, there seems to be no
Westminster equivalent of the Indian walkout,
and the unique and patentable phenomenon
known as “jumping into the well.” Ironically, the
latter practice is expressly prohibited by a “code
of conduct” the Lok Sabha adopted for its mem-
bers in November 2001. That Mr. Chatterjee came
close last week to naming three MPs for this
transgression shows such codes are easier adopt-
ed than enforced.

It is against this background that the Speaker's
proposal to have parliamentary proceedings tele-
cast live by Doordarshan gains importance. Will
this have a salutary effect on all MPs? Will they be
more decorous knowing they are being watched?
Or will they be tempted to play to the gallery?
Legislative proceedings are telecast live in the
United States and in the United Kingdom. In
1979, the U.S. cable television industry created
C-SPAN, a private, non-profit company dedicated
to offering live television coverage of the proceed-
ings of the House of Representatives. The House
of Commons toyed with the idea in the early
1980s but faced resistance from members who
felt concerned that MPs would address the public
rather than the Chair. There was also some appre-
hension that the cameras would focus on drama
rather than on substantive discussion. By 1989,
the first experimental broadcasts started. Today
BBC has a channel (BBC Parliament) committed
to live, unedited coverage of Parliament. Has the
live coverage done any public good? In a recent
survey done for C-SPAN among select political
scientists, 96 per cent were in agreement that tel-
evised coverage of the House debates “was the
best decision for the public.” Speaker Chatterjee
should be pleased to hear that. /
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 9. Parliament to-
night passed the Prevention of
Terrorism (Repeal) Bill and the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Amendment Bill with the Rajya
Sabha giving its nod by a voice
vote after a marathon debate
and a walkout by the Opposi-
tion Bharatiya Janata Party.
While the Samajwadi Party
abstained from voting, the
AIADMK opposed the new
amendments in the Unlawful

THE ANBU

CAANG vk
ActiVities (Prevention) Bill that
replaces POTA. Both the Bills
were passed by the Lok Sabha
on Monday.

In his reply to the discussion
on the POTA Repeal Bill, the
Union Home Minister, Shivraj
Patil, defended the measure. He
said the Centre had to strike a
balance so that while innocents
did not suffer, terrorist activities
were contained. He rejected the
Opposition charge that the Bill
to repeal POTA was brought for
political considerations.

0 DE. (Dot

Parliament-passes POTA Repeal Bifl
L)

HO A
“We do not want a draconian
law like POTA. On the other
hand, we are clear that terrorist
activities also have to be
curbed, controlled and con-
tained. We have to strike a bal-
ance,” Mr. Patil said.

Earlier, the debate witnessed
another walkout by the BJP
which objected to a remark by
the Congress member, R.K.
Anand. He apologised to the
Leader of the Opposition in Ra-
jya Sabha, Jaswant Singh, for his
remarks during the discussion./
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HE BJP-led NDA on Tues-

I day staged a watk-out from

the Lok Sabha during the
+| zero hour, protesting against the
t | alleged “misuse” of the CBIby the
UPA government [ :
to mail its oppo-
nents.

And in Banga-
lore on Tuesday, §
-1 NDA  convenor
1| George Fernan- g
des tried to target §
y | Congress presi-
- | dent Sonia Gand-
f | hibyaccusing her
-| of being the mas-
termind  behind
the Tehelka sting-
operation and demanded that the
CBI register cases against the
bribe-givers t00.

“If anybody has accepted bribe
and someone has offered it, then
the bribe-giveris a bigger offender
than the bribe-taker. What the
government has done is tobe very
selective,” he said while speaking
to reporters on the sidelines of the
fourth federal council meeting of

RIDEV: A..Vaipaye, LK.
in New Delhi on Tuesday. — PT1

LS for alleged
misusq/zif CBL

the All India Defence Employegs
Federation in the Karnataka capi-
tal.

“A lot of money from various
sources that came into this opera-
tion has not been made public
still,” the former defence minister
said, reacting angrily to the CBI's

Advani and Jaswant ingh

decision to register cases against
former BJP chief Bangaru Laxman
and former Samata Party president
Jaya Jaitly. Charging the UPA gov-
ernment with going in a direction
where it was not really attacking
those “who need to be attacked,”
Mr Fernandes demanded that the
Tehelka team involved in the sting
operation be “punished” on the
ground that giving bribeis a crime.
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" Left joins cry on review by panel

Lok Sabha

ﬁror law

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Dec. 6: The Lok
Sabha today repealed the Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act
amid a walkout by the Nation-
al Democratic Alliance. The
bill repealing the controver-
sial anti-terror law will be sent
to the Rajya Sabha in a few
days for discussion and ap-
proval.

The Lower House also ap-
proved another bill amending
the Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act, 1967 to strength-
en the fight against terrorism.

Both measures were
passed by voice vote after a
nearly five-hour discussion
during which the United Pro-
gressive Alliance argued for
repealing the previous anti-
terror act citing several in-
stances of its misuse and the
NDA opposed a repeal.

The Opposition alliance
was isolated on the repeal, but
the Samajwadi Party, Bahujan
Samaj Party and the Left
joined the BJP in asking for
the amendment bill to be sent
to a parliamentary standing
committee.

Speaker Somnath Chatter-
jee rejected the demand for re-
ferring the amendment bill to
a standing committee, saying
this was not being done as the
ordinance and the bill would
lapse on January 12 after Par-
liament’s winter session ends.
Thus, the bill had to be passed
during the session itself, said
the Speaker who made it clear
that he personally favours re-
ferring important bills to a
standing committee.

The Samajwadi Party and
the BSP separately walked out
to protest the decision not to
refer the new bill to the stand-
ing committee. The CPM and
CPI wanted more consulta-

tions to ensure that certain
provisions of the old anti-ter-
ror act which have been in-
cluded in the Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Amendment
bill, 2004 are not misused.

With CPI hinting it could
abstain from voting if the gov-
ernment did not agree to con-
sultations, the Leader of the
House, Pranab Mukherjee,
said amendments could be
made in the second bill, if re-
quired, even after the House
passes it.

Leader of the Opposition,
L.K. Advani, demanded that
the repeal and the amendment
should be referred to the home
ministry’s standing commit-
tee. He said in the past too a
bill replacing an ordinance
has been referred to the stand-
ing committee and cited exam-
ples.

Advani said India would be
the first country to repeal an
anti-terror law despite the UN
Security Council having stat-
ed that terrorism is the biggest
danger the world faces. He
added that the Prevention of
Terrorism Act should not be
repealed just because it has
been abused in some cases.

The Opposition leader led
a walkout by the BJP and its
allies after home minister
Shivraj Patil said the govern-
ment opposed referring the
bills to the standing commit-
tee.

Gurudas Dasgupta of the
CPI asked the government not
to link the repeal of one bill
with the passage of the other,
saying: “This is not the way to
pass abill.”

Patil assured the House
that the Centre would consult
the Left on the second bill after
the CPI and CPM protested
against the decision not to
refer the amendment bill, 2004
to the standing committee.

THE TELEGRAPH

BJP vows
to block bill
in Upper
House

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Dec. 6: Unable to
thwart the passage of the Un-
lawful Activities (Prevention)
Amendment Bill, 2004 in the
Lok Sabha, the BJP seems de-
termined to hold it up in the
Upper House.

The bill, which is expected
to become an act by tonight
and will replace the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act, is to be
sent to the Rajya Sabha for its
assent this week.

The BJP will demand that
the bill be referred to the home
ministry’s standing commit-
tee before it becomes law.

Sushma Swaraj, the
party’s deputy leader in the
Rajya Sabha, said: “We are not
totally opposed to any law
which will fight terrorism but
we are clear in our demand
that it should be sent to the
standing committee.”

The BJP, which lacks the
numbers to vote out a bill if
there is a division of votes in
the Upper House, reckons that
it will make up for the short-
fall on two counts: one, the
UAPA bill will havetogotoa
parliamentary standing com-
mittee of the home ministry.
This is one of the eight com-
mittees under the jurisdiction
of the Upper House. The other
17 fall under the Lok Sabha S
jurisdiction.

Sushma heads the home
ministry’s standing commit-
tee.

The BJP is also happy that
it is Rajya Sabha chairperson
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat’s
prerogative to send a bill to
the committee; he is not
bound to go by the will of the
House.

He can thus overrule the
Congress and the rest of the
ruling United Progressive Al-
liance if they clamour for the
bill’s passage.

Sushma cited parliamen-
tary precedents to buttress the
BJP’s case.



5% Rdvani
stallingr

By Our Special Correspo:}ent

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 9, The Leader of
the Opposition, L.K. Advani, has
expressed regret for the BJP's
stalling of Parliament in the last
session and promised to make
every effort to ensure this is not
repeated in the winter session.
He also said that if the next Lok
Sabha election were to be held
on schedule after five years then
it was “quite likely” that the BJP
leadership would pass on to a
person other than the former
Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, and himself.

Speaking rather candidly in
an interview given to BBC’s
‘Hardtalk India’ programme to
be telecast tomorrow night, Mr.
Advani virtually suggested that
henceforth his party would pre-
fer to use the term ‘Bharatiyata’
(Indianness) or nationalism in-
stead of Hindutva to denote the
BJP ideology.

“At our last meeting in Goa,
the word ‘Hindutva’ was not
stressed.  ‘Indianness’  was
stressed, ‘Nationalism’ was
stressed. And it was emphasised
that when we talk of Hindutva,
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regrets, . ..

of Parliament

we do not mean anything other
than Bharatiyata or Indian-
ness,” he said.

It was brought to Mr. Adva-
ni's notice that in five years
both Mr. Vajpayee and he
would be over 80 years in age. It
was in that context he said that
a change of leadership was
“quite likely” although he did
not indicate who would be the
new leader.

Mr. Advani agreed that he
would like to see Parliament de-
bate important issues, and he
hoped that the next session
would be smooth — at least he
would make the effort to see
that it was, he told the BBC.

Younger Jeadership

PTI, UNI report:

To the question of younger
leadership in the BJP, Mr. Ad-
vani said: “Well, we've already
done it in many ways. In the
election of party office-bearers,
in our selection of candidates.
Perhaps no other party in the
country has been trying to build
a second-rung leadership in the
systematic manner in which the
BJP has been doing,”
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OPPOSITION AND PARLIAMENT - \% e

PARLIAMENTARY MISCONDUCT HAS be-
come so routine that it might appear a waste
of effort even to discuss the whys and where-
fores of it. Forget the daily adjournments and
walkouts; in recent times disrupters have
~ spared no occasion, not even the once sacro-
sanct presidential address. However, when
confrontation reaches a point where the very
existence of Parliament is questioned, then it
is distress time as much for democracy as for
the institution itself. As if the scenes witnessed
this budget session were not unedifying
enough, a new controversy has erupted over
Manmohan Singh’s alleged “rude behaviour”
towards an Opposition delegation that sought
amendments to the Finance Bill. What exactly
happened at the meeting is a matter of spec-
ulation, although the Prime Minister — a man
of such genteel disposition that few would dis-
believe him — has since clarified that he never
meant any disrespect. Even assuming Dr.
Singh lost his cool in dealing with the Opposi-
tion, there was no case for the latter, George
Fernandes in particular, to resort to language
that would embarrass a street bully. Much less
considering the circumstances in which Dr.
Singh turned down their plea for amendments.
It is no small irony that an Opposition that
now accuses Dr. Singh of discourtesy failed to
accord him the courtesies he deserved as a
newly sworn-in Prime Minister.

Mr. Fernandes and others not merely went
against convention in stopping Dr. Singh from
introducing his Council of Ministers; they de-
prived him of his right to reply to the debate
on the motion of thanks to the President’s
Address. The National Democratic Alliance has
since stonewalled the Government in the man-
ner of irate protesters carrying out a blockade;
it threatened a boycott of the parliamentary
standing committees and insisted that the

budget be passed without a debate. The relent-
less tension was bound to tell somewhere. In
seeking modifications in a budget it was deter-
mined not to debate, the Opposition clearly
crossed a Lakshman Rekha as far as Dr. Singh
was concerned. The upshot of this ugly spar-
ring was the unopposed passage of a Finance
Bill containing budgetary proposals amounting
to Rs.500,000 crores. This is irresponsible Op-
position conduct by any yardstick, and only
reinforces the impression that the NDA con-
stituents are bad losers. The Vajpayee-led coa-
lition must do serious introspection about its
record in Parliament, if for no other reason
than its plummeting image among the urban
middle class, once its core constituency.

Parliament-watchers are wont to recall the
dignity and style of legislative conduct in the
faraway days when such greats as Jawaharlal
Nehru and Nath Pai gently sparred on the fioor
of the House. It is futile, and perhaps not even
necessary, to expect the same levels of courtesy
and grace from a Parliament that has long been
transformed in character. Today's Lok Sabha is
arguably more representative of society at large
than at any time in the past. It is only fair then
that rather than stick to the classical format, a
Lalu Prasad and a Mayawati be allowed to
bring their own distinctive styles to parliamen-
tary debate. The same goes for disruptions. The
Opposition cannot be expected to observe the
niceties of parliamentary conduct in the face of
grave misdemeanours by a Government. The
Opposition was required to play the role of
rigorous investigator in such cases as Bofors
and Tehelka. However, that is a far cry from
Mr. Fernandes virtually pronouncing the de-
mise of Parliament. If all debates were to be
settled on the street, as he has so casually ad-
vocated, we would soon have no use for elec-
tions.
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/Opposmon S posture blamed
“'for Parliament stand-off -*

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI. AUG. 27. The Govern-
ment today blamed the Opposi-
tion for the stand-off in
Parliament and the truncated
budget session.

“The problem is that they
have not yet reconciled them-
selves to the fact that they have
lost the elections. The Opposi-
tion has adopted a belligerent
posture from day one in the
hope of unsettling the Govern-
ment. They must realise that the
United Progressive Alliance is
here to stay,” the Parliamentary
Affairs Minister, Ghulam Nabi
*| Azad, said.

Addressing the media a day
after both Houses of Parliament
were adjourned sine die a week
ahead of schedule, he said the
Opposition’s strategy was to
keep the pot boiling by raising
one issue after the other. “They
are not interested in debating
things; they just want to raise
issues and prevent Parliament
from functioning smoothly.”

Ready for discussion

The UPA Government was
ready for a discussion on any of
the issues raised by the Opposi-
tion. “We were prepared to dis-
cuss the issue of ‘tainted’
Ministers, the Savarkar issue
and the question of the war-

rants of arrest issued against
Uma Bharti. But perhaps they
feel that if they participate in
the discussion then the issue
will go away,” he said.

Mr. Azad expressed the hope
that the inter-session would
provide time for the Opposition
for introspection and bring
about a change in their attitude.
“We have requested the Presid-
ing Officers of both Houses to
call a meeting of all political
parties with a view to finding a
solution to the stand-off. This
issue has to be dealt with. We
cannot run Parliament on a
day-to-day basis. If we continue
in this manner we run the risk of
people losing faith in Parlia-
ment,” he said.

One of the reasons why the
Savarkar issue and the arrest
warrants against Uma Bharti
were raised was the coming As-
sembly elections in Maharash-
tra.

Savarkar issue

He sought to distance the
Government from the remarks
made by the Petroleum Minis-
ter, Mani Shankar Aiyar, on Sa-
varkar. “They were his personal
views and not that of the Gov-
ernment.”

He clarified that the decision
to remove the plaque was that
of the Indian Oil Corporation

Trust and not the Government.

The Government was keen on
repealing the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Act (POTA) and replace
it with new legislation — the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Amendment Bill 2004 — but
could not do so on account of
the pre-mature adjournment of
Parliament.

He said the Government may
now bring an ordinance to do
away with POTA.

The bills

The other bills scheduled to
be introduced were the Coastal
Aquaculture Authority Bill, The
Displaced Persons (Compensa-
tion and Rehabilitation) Repeal
Bill, The State Emblem of India
Bill, The Representation of Peo-
ple (Amendment) Bill, the Gov-
ernment Securities Bill, The
Credit Information Companies
(Regulation) Bill, The Seeds Bill,

The  Banking Regulations
(Amendment) Bill and the Secu-
rities Contracts Regulation

(Amendment) Bill.

According to Mr. Azad, the
Lok Sabha had lost 55 hours and
35 minutes and the Rajya Sabha
55 hours and 21 minutes during
the second session of the 14th
Lok Sabha and the 202nd ses-
sion of the Rajya Sabha due to
adjournment on account of in-
terruption by the Opposition.

BJP, partners shirking
~ responsibility: CPI(M)

By Our Staff Reporter

BANGALORE, AUG. 27. The Bhara-
{'tiya Janata Party and its Nation-
; al Democratic Alliance partners
| had abdicated their responsib-
ility as Opposition parties by
choosing to boycott Parliament
. and demanding that the Prime
. Minister, Manmohan Singh, ac-
cept their memorandum of de-
mands outside the House, S.
Ramachandran Pillai, Polit Bu-
reau member of the Communist
Party of India (Marxist), said
here today.

At a press conference called
to announce the progress of the
week-long political campaign
launched by the party on Au-
gust 25, Mr. Pillai said the cam-
paign was to focus on issues
that were rocking the nation at
present, and held dangerous
portents to communal harmo-
ny, such as the BJP’s attempts to
i revive the Hindutva agenda,

and the display of its “disrup-

RS,

tionist agenda” in Parliament.

Issues such as the National
Employment Guarantee Act,
Central legislation for agricultu-
ral labour, reservation for wom-
en in the legislatures and
Parliament, increased invest-
ment in agriculture, higher
credit for farmers and expendi-
ture in education and health
and strengthening the public
distribution system, were also
being focussed on.

FDI issue

Mr. Pillai said that “jathas”
and other activities at the city,
district and village levels were
highlighting the consequences
of indiscriminate opening up
and handing over of key sectors
to foreign capital through in-
creases in foreign direct invest-
ment cap in telecom, insurance
and civil aviation sectors. The
party was against reduction in
the interest paid on the Em-
ployees’ Provident Fund. It was

also for Central legislation to
empower State Governments to
regulate admissions and fee
structure in private institutions
in higher education.

Mr. Pillai said the CPI (M) had
decided to keep out of the Unit-
ed Progressive Alliance Govern-
ment, as it was not a decisive
force within Parliament. “We
feel we can be more effective by
supporting from outside and of-
fering constructive criticism.”

Government’s promises
The State Secretary of the CPI
(M), G.N. Nagaraj, said in Kar-
nataka, the party was focussing
on the “big gulf” between the

budget announced by the coali- !

tion Government led by the
Congress, and the mandate of
the people. Until the Govern-
ment addressed issues related
to fiscal responsibility, it would
not be able to keep its commit-
ments or fulfil the promises
made to people.

Opposition being denied
‘adequate space,’ says BJP

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 27. The Bharati-

ya Janata Party today charged
| the UPA Government with de-
i nying “adequate space” to the
! Opposition to enable it to raise
key issues of governance in Par-
liament.

Objecting to the reported
statement of the Defence Minis-
ter, Pranab Mukherjee, on the
“confrontation” between the
NDA leaders and the Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh, the
BJP general secretary and
spokesman, Arun Jaitley, said
that a senior leader such as Mr.
Mukherjee had behaved “arro-
gantly” as if “the Government
did not need an Opposition.”

Defending the boycott by the
NDA on the last day of the Bud-
get session of Parliament on
Thursday, Mr. Jaitley said: “Par-
liament is not only meant for
conducting the Government

business but also for issues the
Opposition wants to - raise.
There should be adequate space
for the Opposition in Parlia-
ment. When that place is de-
nied, it leads to a deadlock.”

‘Failure on many fronts’

At a party briefing, Mr, Jaitley
referred to the Government's
performance over the past three
months and charged it with
having failed on several fronts.

“We have an eminent econo-
mist as the Prime Minister but
there is complete stagnation in
the domain of economic poli-
cies.”

The Government has failed to
check price rise, spiralling infla-
tion, prices of petroleum prod-
ucts, industrial unrest and
strikes.

“Strikes are back in a big way.
There is tension between the
Left parties and the Govern-
ment and they have differences

-

on several issues. This is cer-
tainly not a positive signal to the
global community. The price
rise has affected the common
people badly,” Mr. Jaitley said.

‘Government exposed’

He said the two issues that
led to the deadlock in Parlia-
ment — Uma Bharti’s case of
hoisting the Tricolour at Hubli
in 1994 and the disrespect
shown to Savarkar by removing
the plaque from Cellular Jail at

Port Blair — has only exposed !

the UPA Government.

4

“Discourtesy by the Govern- .

ment is being publicised as a
virtue, arrogance has become
determination by a Govern-
ment whose mascot now is
‘tainted’ Ministers. In the past
three months, the Govern-
ment’s image has taken a beat-
ing. The Government is going to
be judged by its actions, not by
words,” Mr. Jaitley said.
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 26. Parliament
today approved the 2004-05
Union Budget with the Lok Sab-
ha passing the Finance Bill 2004
with 55 amendments and the
Rajya Sabha later returning it.
There was no discussion on the
taxation proposals in either
House; nor was the principal
Opposition, National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA), present
as it decided to boycott the pro-
ceedings.

IT limit up

Through the 55 amendments
he moved today, the Finance
Minister, P. Chidambaram, ex-
tended the no-income-tax-lia-
bility limit from Rs. 1 lakh to Rs.
1,11,250 and retained the tax
exemption on Non-Resident In-
dian deposits till the end of the
current financial year. He also
clarified the provisions relating
to taxation of “gifts” from un-
related persons.

Since there was no discus-
sion on the provisions of the Fi-
nance Bill, Mr. Chidambaram
did not elaborate on the
amendments. Later, the Gov-
ernment put out an official note
listing some of the changes, but
most members remained un-
aware of the bulk of the changes
in the taxation proposals.

No debate

The continuing standoff be-
tween the ruling alliance and
the opposition National Demo-
cratic Alliance ensured that
there was no debate on the per-
formance of various Ministries
and their demands for the cur-
rent year or on the taxation pro-
posals of the budget.

By the evening, both Houses
of Parliament were adjourned
sine die, bringing to an end the
monsoon session one week
short of the original schedule.

In amending the Finance Bil,
Mr. Chidambaram took note of
the representations that the 100
per cent rebate provided to in-
dividuals with income not ex-
ceeding Rs. 1 lakh would result
in a situation where they would
have higher incomes than those
with incomes marginally above
Rs. 1 lakh. Therefore, relief has
now been provided to ensure
that those with incomes up to
Rs. 1,11,250 would also have a
post-tax income of Rs. 1 lakh.

More time for NRIs

The Minister responded par-
tially to the representations on
withdrawal of tax exemption on
interest incomes from Non-
Resident External (NRE) and
Foreign Cuwrrency Non-Resi-
dent (FCNR) accounts. This ex-
emption was to have been

~Parliament nod for

SOUR IQOTE: Even as he offered margi
approved by Parliament on Thursday,

Budget

nal income tax reliefs while getting the Union Budget
, the Finance Minister, P. Chidambaram, expressed

unhappiness over the Finance Bill being passed without a debate. — Photo: Rajeev Bhatt

withdrawn from September 1,
2004 but will now cease from
April 1, 2005. This has been
done in order to give sufficient
time to the NRIs to rearrange
their funds and to enable a
wider consultation on the issue.

Similarly, the tax exemption
on leased aircraft was to be
withdrawn from September 1
this year but has now been put
off to April 2, 2005. This too has
been done to give time io com-
panies to reorganise their leas-
ing plans as per the new tax
regime,

Provision on ‘gifts’
Mr. Chidambaram clarified
the provision relating to “gifts”

from unrelated persons.

The provision now states that
any sum received by an individ-
ual or the Hindu Undivided
Family from an unrelated per-
son without consideration
would be taxed if the amount
exceeds Rs. 25,000, except in the
case of sums received on the oc-
casion of marriage or under a
will or by way of inheritance or
in contemplation of death.

Another clarification pertains
to the provision for rigorous
punishment for the falsification
of books of accounts or docu-
ments by a person to induce or
abet any other person to evade
tax, penalty or interest charge-
able under the Income-Tax Act.

It has now been clarified that for
purposes of establishing the
charge, it would not be neces-
sary to prove the evasion of tax,

penalty or interest by the other _|

person.
Provisions modified

The Minister clarified that
provisions relating to Annual
Information Return (AIR) had
been modified to state that an
AIR is to be filed by certain
agencies and assessees who are
required to maintain books of
account.

The information to be fur-
nished would be specified in the
Income-Tax Rules.

'



~Shamiana Politics

G & The NDA needs to respect
¥ nbthe role of Parliament

—
Till Wedhesday, the NDA referred to Manmohan Singh as
a rubber stamp prime minister. Now they find him
the “rudest prime minister ever”., The crime that has
earned Singh the sobriquet is his refusal to entertain the
Opposition’s “suggestions and comments” on the Finance
Bill. Singh is absolutely right in doing so. He has pointed
out that the proper forum to present the suggestions is
Parliament. The Opposition has no moral authority to
press for changes in the Bill through a memorandum
after refusing to debate it in Parliament. If Singh had
entertained the demand, he would have been charged
for conspiring with the Opposition to subvert the role
of Parliament as the forum to debate public policy.
Memorandum rustling is the job of lobbyists. Insti-
tutional propriety demands that MPs use the floor of the
House to raise issues of public interest. Instead, in a fit of
pique, the NDA refused to debate the Finance Bill despite
appeals from the PM and the finance minister. By refusing
to intervene constructively in a crucial part of policy-
making, the Opposition has shirked its role in Parliament.
It has failed the people. Ever since it lost power, the
NDA has refused to adhere to established norms of
parliamentary practice. In fact, violation of the norms of
democratic discourse has become the norm. The first
hundred days of the Manmohan Singh government have
been characterised by the absence of serious debates on
issues of public concern. Instead, Parliament has heen
reduced to a platform for sloganeering.

Lost in the controversy over Singh’s “impolite and
discourteous” behaviour towards the NDA delegation are
the changes that it sought in the Finance Bill. Among the
demands were exemption of transport booking agents,
pandal and shamiana contractors from the service tax net;
repeal of the proposed amendment in the income-tax Act
that calls for imprisonment up to three years in case of
falsification of books of accounts or documents; and a cut
in steel taxes. It indicates that the BJP, despite claims of
having broadbased its support base, remains very much a
party of petty traders. The Uma Bharti episode reveals
that the party has still not managed to find a platform
other than sectarian nationalism to mobilise cadre. The
BJP needs to realise that disruptive and sectarian agendas
have no future in the long run. Parliament is as crucial
to politics as the maidan. It is unfortunate that the
NDA, despite the presence of seasoned lawmakers like
Vajpayee, Advani and George Fernandes, continues to

violate Parliament’s institutional sanctity. People expec
more than walkouts from them.
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" House, arrested

Parliament has been emptied of both deblate
and parliamentarians. It’s an ugly mome

CONSTITUTIONAL  crisis

has been averted, they say. Gov-
ernment and Opposition have
agreed to complete the bare formali-
ties of passing the Union Budget.
The Railway Budget is passed, ditto
for the demands for grants for min-
istries and the Appropriation Bill.
The Finance Bill will also be through
if all goes well. Business canned, Par-
liament will be adjourned sine die
and parliamentarians can return to
the street. There, according to
George Fernandes, is where they
must rightly be. It is where the poli-
tics is. The NDA convenor was
frankly dismissive about Parliament
to newspersons on Tuesday. Those
who still insist on the eminence_of
Parliament as the forum of debate
and for enforcing legislative scrutiny
and governmental accountability,
. must explain themselves.

But are there any people out th-
ere who will miss Parliament, if it
adjourns a week early? Does any-
~ one even notice any more when Pa-
rliament shuts down, doesn’t do its
job? Perhaps Fernandes is on to so-
mething, after all. It may be that
the veteran of so many political
circumstances has sensed the predi-
cament of the parliamentary instit-

ution. All the really big political co-

ntroversies in recent years — from

Ayodhya to Tehelka to the tainted -

ministers row — have played them-
selves out outside its gates. They
figured inside Parliament only as

cursory cues for overwhe %
furore, walkouts, adjournments,
‘When was the last time there was
debate in the House that resonated
outside its portals? When, indeed,
the last truly stirring-speech, that
moment of eloquence or erudition
in which a pressing national prob-
lem seemed suddenly more perme-
able? Parliamentarians are quick to
blame the media for trivialising the
hard work of Parliament by focus-
ing only on the spectaculars. There
may be some truth in that. But as
the- fate of this Budget session
shows, the crisis of Parliament does
not lie primarily in the eyes of the
beholder in the press gallery.

The crisis of the 14th Lok Sabha
is made of an Opposition that is not
reconciled to being one. The BJP-led
NDA has conducted itself with the
most embarrassing churlishness ever
since the Congress-led UPA govern-
ment assumed power. The party
does not have a stratégy save to hold
up Parliament. The tainted ministers
issue, Uma Bharti’s resignation, con-
troversy over Savarkar — they have
all been rendered into displays of
pique. The crisis of this Lok Sabha is
also of the Congress-led UPA’s in-
ability to find the will or the sagacity
to engage and persuade the Opposi-
tion. The apportioning of blame may
be contentious. But the victim is cer-
tainly the tax-paying citizen. And

that set of intangibles that we call
political culture. / :
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—~Savarkar saves BJP blpshes/

ables can be turned. This was

realised by the BJP on Friday

when ruling coalition members
raised a ruckus over the reported
case against Madhya Pradesh chief
minister Ms Uma Bharati. The
BJP’s campaign against tainted min-
isters was nowhere to be heard as
the party changed tack and thought
it prudent to raise the Veer Savarkar
issue keeping in mind the Assembly
elections in Maharashtra.

The BJP also overlooked reports
of callousness by the RID govern-
ment in Bibar towards those who
died of starvation. The Lok Sabha
was not allowed to function for the
better part of three out of five work-
ing days when a determined Opposi-
tion forced adjournment after ad-
journment. Mr Pranab Mukherjee’s
belated clarification did not allow
the Lok Sabha to function.

The House also had three struc-
tured debates under calling atten-

tion notices on the interest rate cut
on EPF, the floods and the drought
situation and the employees right to
strike. The right to strike issue elici-
ted a brief reply from the govern-
ment which pr0m1§ed to re-examine
the matter. r

week 1%\
PARLIAMENT

Rajya Sabha: It was pandemonium
again when the Rajya Sabha re-
sumed its second phase of the Budg-
et session. It began with the same is-
sue of tainted ministers but soon
found a new cause - Veer Savarkar.
Two calling attention motions were
not taken up after being overtaken
by the pandemonium. While the
Left parties wanted to discuss the
sale of Centaur Hotel and the role of

TH{:“
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Mr Ar n Shourie, Shiv Sena leader
Sanjay Nirupam was to raise the
GTB merger with Oriental Bank of
Commerce.

On Thursday, Mr Nirupam
instead sought a discussion on the
Savarkar issue. The House was ad-
journed till lunch and later for the
day. Manipur aroused considerable
interest among the members on
Tuesday, who suggested initiation of
dialogue with various groups.

Responding to the UPA demand
on the Centaur deal, Mr P Chidam-
baram, told the members he would
take action on some “dlscomfortmg
aspects” of the deal after receiving a
report from the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG). Signifi-
cantly, the Shiv Sena members
Joined the Congress and the Left in
demanding a CBI and CVC inquiry
into the sale.

— Mohan Sahay and Asha
Ramchandran in New Delhi




"Uma Bharti issue
rockﬁ Parliament

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 20. Amid noisy
scenes and uproar over a case
against the Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister, Uma Bharti, in a
Karnataka court, Parliament
was adjourned today with Con-
gress and Rashtriya Janata Dal
members demanding her resig-
nation.

The issue was raised in the
Lok Sabha as soon as the House
met but the Speaker, Somnath
Chatterjee, asked the members
to raise it after question hour.
The issue rocked the House
once again after question hour
when Congress and the RJD
members started waving a
“fact-sheet” on the case against
Ms. Bharti, demanding her ar-
rest and resignation.

The BJP and the Shiv Sena
members countered the attack
by raising the Savarkar issue
once again. Soon, the House
was drowned in slogans and
counter-slogans and nothing
was audible in the din.

Both the sides indulged in
slogan shouting and Raghunath
Jha (RJD) accused the BJP of
adopting “double standards” as
the party had stalled the pro-
ceedings of the House on the
Shibu Soren issue. As bedlam
prevailed for some time, the
Speaker adjourned the House
till lunch-break. In the post-
lunch session, the unruly
scenes were repeated, forcing
the Deputy Speaker, Charanjit
Singh Atwal, to adjourn the
House.

Echo in Rajya Sabha

In the Rajya Sabha, the issue
found its echo soon after the
question hour with the ruling
party members demanding Ms.

| Bharti’s resignation even as the
Opposition demanded an apol-
ogy from the Petroleum Minis-
ter, Mani Shankar Aiyer, on the
Savarkar episode.

The Deputy Chairman, K.
Rehman Khan, adjourned the
House till 2.30 p.m. but uproari-
ous scenes were witnessed
again when the House re-as-
iembled to take up private

members’ business. With the
decibel level remaining high,
the House was adjourned for
the day.

The Uma Bharti episode also
kept the BJP leadership on ten-
terhooks today. The party’s
Central Parliamentary Board
will meet on Monday to decide
if Ms. Bharti should continue as
Chief Minister in the wake of
the non-bailable warrant issued
against her by a Hubli court.

“The party president, M. Ven-
kaiah Naidu, has convened the
meeting of the Parliamentary -
Board to discuss all aspects of
the case dating back to 1994 re-
lating to the hoisting of the na-
tional flag at the Idgah grounds
in Hubli,” the BJP Parliamen-
tary Party spokesperson, Sush-
ma Swaraj, said at a press
conference.

Asked if the party could ask
Ms. Bharti to step down, she
said: “Uma Bharti has already
conveyed to the party her wil-
lingness to accept any decision
the party takes in this regard.”

She said that Ms. Bharti to-
day conveyed to Mr. Naidu her
willingness to accept any, deci-
sion of the party in this regard.
‘No similarity in cases’

Responding to a query, Ms.
Swaraj said there was “no simi-
larity” between the cases
against “tainted” Ministers and
Ms. Bharti. “All the cases
against her pertain to the hoist-

-ing of the tricolour. Despite

that, keeping in view the moral
grounds, the Parliamentary
Board will meet and discuss all
aspects of the issue,” she said.

Ms. Swaraj said that it was a
Congress Government jn Kar-
nataka and “not that of BJP or
its allies” which had decided to
withdraw the case after the
peaceful resolution of the Idgah
issue. However, the State Gov-
ernment had now decided to
withdraw its earlier application.
“Because we had taken up the
issue of ‘tainted’ Ministers, the
Congress Government in Kar-
nataka appealed for withdrawal
of its earlier petition,” she said.

Case for Monday: Page 13 _|
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over Union petroleum
minister Mani Shankar Ai-
yar’s “foot-in-the-mouth” re-
marks about RSS icon Savarkar
is refusing to go away with agi-
tated Opposition members forc-
ing the suspension of business in
both Houses.

Thursday’s troubles began
during the Question Hour itself,
with Shiv Sena MPs seeking an
explanation from Mr Aiyar, who
was present in the House to an-
swer questions related to his
ministry. The first question on his
turf was listed against the name
of former Union minister and
Sena member Anandrao V.
Adsul.

The Sena members pounced
on this opportunity, urging the

Speaker to direct Mr Alyar “
give his side of the story or els
seek an apology.” The RJD mem-
bers protested, and in the melee
that ensued, the Sena MPs,
egged on by the BJP flock,
rushed to the well. The Speaker,
Mr Somnath Chatterjee had no
option but to adjourn the House
for 15 minutes. The House could
conduct its proceedings smooth-
ly after the 15-minute break only
after the Speaker assured the
Shiv Sena-BJP members that the
Leader of the House would give a
statement after the lunch-break.
The Union defence minister,
Mr Pranab Mukherjee, in his
statement, repeated the point
that he had made on Wednes-
day. “The Union cabinet is not di-
rectly involved in the matter. The
decision was taken by the Indian
Oil Foundation’s board of
trustees, just as the earlier deci-

p(;wti [ vt

ston to install the plaque contain-
ing the quotes was taken by the
board. The government was not
involved in it,” he said, while
comparing the process to the af-
fairs of Vishwa Bharati Universi-
ty. “The President is its Chancel-
lor, but it would be wrong to
trace all the decisions taken in
the University to the President,”
he argued.

The Leader of the Opposition,
Mr LK. Advani, in his interven-
tion, expressed surprise at the
comparison drawn by the de-
fence minister, “The Union Cabi-
net rarely comes into the picture.
A minister’s decision is the gov-
ernment’s decision. While we
have nothing against the inclu-
sion of Mahatma Gandhi’s say-
ings on the plaque, we take ob-
jection to the decision to order
the removal of Savarkar’s
quotes,” he said.

Qppn stalls LS on Savarkar issue

Moreover, he added, the An-
daman and Nicobar Islands was a
Union Territory, directly admin-
istered by the Centre. “Nothing
can be decided without the
Union government’s approval,”
Mr Advani pointed out, rubbish-
ing Mr Mukherjee’s contention.

The RJD member Raghunath
Jha urged the Speaker to sum-
mon Mr Aiyar to give his person-
al explanation so that the matter
could be sorted out once-and-for-
all. BJP spokesperson Sushma
Swaraj, while speaking to
newspersons later in the day, re-
jected Mr Aiyar’s offer to give a
personal explanation. “We have
raised a point of order. He can
make such a statement in the Lok
Sabha, of which he is a member,
but cannot do so in the Rajya
Sabha. He can make a personal
statement only in the House of
which he is a member,” she said.
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New Delhi: The Ve
Savarkar issue rocked parlia
ment for the second consecu-
tive day on Wednesday with
agitated members of the Shiv
Sena and BJP demanding an
apology from petroleum min-
ister Mani Shankar Aiyar for
reportedly ordering the re-
moval of a plaque from the
cellular jail in Port Blair.

The government’s attempt
to douse the opposition ire, by
saying that Aiyar’s views on
Savarkar were personal, failed

varkar issue

LS, RS

scribed with quotations from
several freedom fighters in-
cluding Bahadurshah Zafar,
Subhash Chandra Bose and
Savarkar, who were impris-
oned in the cellular jail. But
one of the plagues containing
the poems of Savarkar was
missing, and he wanted to
know from the government at
whose instance it was re-
moved. He also wanted Aiyer
to apologise for having al-
legedly made some insulting
remarks against Savarkar.

as angry members of
the two parties forced
adjournments in both
the Houses. Raising
slogans, Sena-BJP
members stalled the
proceedings in the
Lok Sabha, forcing
two adjournments, and later
they boycotted the House.
Leader of the House and de-
fence  minister Pranab
Mukherjee said he had ascer-
tained the facts from Aiyar
“As the Swatantra Jyoti is an
eternal flame commemorat-
ing the freedom movement, it
is only appropriate that Ma-
hatma Gandhi, the father of
the nation, be remembered on
the plinth on which the flame
rests. This was done at my in-
stance. Neither at the official
function nor in the press con-
ference that followed, did I re-
fer to Veer Damodar
Savarkay,” Aiyar had said, ac-
cording to Mukherijee.

In the Rajya Sabha, Sena
member Sanjay Nirupam
wanted the government to
clarify on whose behest the
freedom fighters’ plaque con-
taining Savarkar’s inscrip-
tions was removed. Making
his submission, Nirupam said
there were several plaques in-
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Parliamentary affairs min-
ister Ghulam Nabi Azad read
out a statement from Aiyar
saying Gandhi’s inscription
was put up at the Swatantra
Jyoti complex marking the
celebration of Quit India day
on August 9. Azad said the
Swatantra Jyoti was an Indi-
an Oil Corporation project.
But, there was no mention
in the statement of the re-
moval of plague of anybody,
Azad said, triggering vocifer-
ous protest from the Shiv
Sena-BJP combine. Quoting
Aiyar, Azad said a plaque on
Mahatma Gandhi was in-
stalled and during that func-
tion or at the press conference,
Aiyar had not referred to
Savarkar. But, on the side-
lines, when a private televi-
sion channel asked him About
Savarkar, Aiyar said his per-
sonal views as a citizen were
known but as a minister he
was bound by the decision of
the council of ministers. agencies
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI. AUG. 18. The parlia-
mentary impasse witnessed
during the first part of the bud-
get session was formally resolv-
ed this morning with both the
Government as well as the Op-
position retracting their state-
ments made on July 23, when
the House adjourned for its
three-week recess.

As part of a compromise for-
mula, the leaders from both the
sides made conciliatory state-
ments and the Lok Sabha
Speaker, Somnath Chatterjee,
declared the issue closed.

This enabled the House to
carry on with the business of the
day.

~Parliamentary i

HO -1}
Soon after the obituary refer-
ences were over, Santosh Gan-
gawar, Whip of the Bharatiya
Janata Party in the Lok Sabha,
said his party did not harbour
any misgivings about the
Speaker and would continue to
cooperate with him.
“We can never be disrespect-
ful to the Chair or the House.”
In the absence of V.K. Mal-
hotra, Deputy Leader of the BJP,
he sought the permission of the
House to withdraw the state-
ment made by him on July 23.
Mr. Malhotra, he said, had
never meant to say anything de-
rogatory against the Chair and
urged the Speaker to treat the
matter as closed.
Reciprocating the gesture,

1°
the Leader of the House, Pranab
Mukherjee, said that on the last
day of the House objectionable -
remarks were made against the
Chair, which he had con-
demned in a written statement.

Since the remarks had been
withdrawn, he was also seeking
the permission of the House to
withdraw his statement.

Mr. Chatterjee said that as far
as he was concerned he had for-'.
gotten about all that had tran-
spired.

He urged the members to sin-
cerely devote themselves to the
business of discussing and ‘de-
bating issues before them. :

“I seek the cooperation of -
members from all sections of
the house,” he said.

mpassegends
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/. All | want is Parliament to

¥+ function normally: Somnath

\&@ By Marcus Dam

KOLKATA, JULY 30. When the two
meet over tea in New Delhi on
August 3, the Speaker of the Lok
Sabha, Somnath Chatterjee, will
renew his request to the Leader
of the Opposition, L.K. Advani,
to “please reconsider” the deci-
sion of the National Democratic
Alliance to boycott the parlia-
mentary standing committees.
“All 1 can do now is hope ... all I
want is the normal functioning
of the House,” he told
The Hindu in an interview
here today.

Mr. Chatterjee said he “was
going out of his way to make
this appeal.”

“I had written to Mr. Advani
recently after learning of the
shocking news [of the proposed
NDA boycott] from newspapers.
My letter carried the request to
reconsider the decision because
the role of the Opposition is ve-
ry important and the standing
committees cannot function
properly without the Opposi-
tion’s participation,” he said.

“l am only concerned with
the running of the House and
on my part I will give the Oppo-
sition all the recognition and
opportunities,” Mr. Chatterjee
said.

“Who am 1 to question their
political decision?.. But it is also
true that if the NDA sticks to its
boycott decision Parliament’s
image will be seriously affected
and it will not be able to func-
tion in full measure.

“I can only appeal. If not
heeded the House will continue
to function for it [the boycott] is
not a Constitutional impedi-
ment. But that will be very un-
desirable,” Mr. Chatterjee said.

Mr. Chatterjee was elected

Speaker on June 4 “but till now,
I have found no job satisfac-
tion.” “But that does not mean |
won’t continue. I am not run-
ning away from my duties ...Yet
I am sad and not happy about
certain developments,” he said,
recalling certain events in the
House that had occurred while
he was in the Chair.

‘Tension in Lok Sabha’

“It has been painful ... what-
ever the confrontation between
the various parties the Chair
should never be brought into it.
The Opposition has accused me
of sermonising even though I

had personally called on Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee after I was elected
and committed to him my best
as a Speaket,” Mr. Chatterjee
said.

“There is tension in the 14th
Lok Sabha and it is not surpris-
ing,” he noted. “It is only obvi-
ous that the political tension
which led to a change in gov-
ernment, in rulers, in the com-
position of the Opposition will
find an expression in the House
... But what ultimately matters
for proper functioning is the
good sense of members. There
is no magic formula in running
the House. One does so through

trial and error.” %\

Prime Minister’s choice

\
|
1
On the question of “tainted” \ '
Ministers in the Government, {
Mr. Chatterjee said, “I am not |
there to judge the conduct of |
Ministers or any politician until

it starts affecting the function-
ing of the House. If a Minister is
disqualified it is the Prime Min-
ister's choice. The law of the
land will prevail {on the ques-
tion of charges against anyone]

... Had all things depended on
the Speaker’s wishes then it
would be the law of the jungle ...

but I am not a dictator.” -

Pranab urges BJP leaders to
join parliamentary panels

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 30. The Defence
Minister and Leader of the
House in the Lok Sabha, Pranab
Mukherjee, today ruled out
withdrawing his statement con-
demning a “section” of the Op-
position for obstructing the
Speaker of the Lok Sabha, Som-
nath Chatterjee. He hoped that
“good sense will prevail” upon
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
leaders and that they would end
the boycott of Parliamentary
committees, including the ones
scrutinising the  budgetary
proposals.

Asked for his reaction on the
BJP-led Opposition's calls for a
compromise on the issue, Mr.
Mukherjee said: “I am suggesti-

ng and inviting them to join the

committees. This is the com-

THE Hinpyy

promise formula. Let them
join.” On the BJP leaders’
charge that the Government
was not talking to them, he told
mediapersons at a Coast Guard
function: “I am communicating
to them through you.”

‘Custodians’

Pointing out that the Lok Sab-
ha Speaker and the Rajya Sabha
Chairman were the custodians
of Parliamentary Committees
and that the Government was
not involved, he said: “If some-
one says he is not joining com-
mittees like the Public Accounts
Committee of which a person
from the Opposition is the
Chairperson, whom is he hurt-
ing? Not the Government. This
amounts to not cooperating
with the functioning of Parlia-
ment, not cooperating with

 ERILE

himself.”

While “appealing” for an en
to the Opposition boycott o
Parliamentary panels, Mr. Muk-
herjee said his statement in Par-
liament was in order and couldI
not be taken back. “How can
you take it back? If paste comes
out of the tube, you cannot put
that same paste in the same
tube.”

His statement condemned 2
“section” and not the entire Op-
position. This was because the
Speaker was obstructed by ¢
section of the Opposition.

“And, because the Leader o
the House is responsible for en-
suring the dignity of the Hous¢
and the Speaker is the custo
dian of that dignity, I could no
remain a silent spectator

Therefore 1 had to intervene;
he explained.
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~Rationale For Creating Parliamentary Panels Stands Defeated

Boycott will continue till govt

amends st

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI29 JULY

THE collapse of a working relationship

.r

between the government and the Op-
position was on display on Thursday
when the former went back on the “truce for-
mula” and leader of the Opposition L.K. Ad-
vani made it clear that the NDA will boycott
the proceedings of the parliamentary panels
till the government “amends” the condemna-
tion statement. The NDA is yet to forward its
list of nominees for the various parliamentary
panels. The TDP, which is outside the NDA,
had givenits list to the presiding officers, butin
the wake of the stalemate, Chandrababu
Naidu may rethink on his party’s approach.
For the conduct of business by the parlia-
mentary panels, the Opposition’s decision
cannot be but a setback. Although the com-
mittees can meet and take decisions if it has
the required quorum, the purpose of these
committees will be defeated in the absence of
the Opposition. The idea of the standing
comimnittees was to have a contemporaneous
and constant scrutiny of government’s ac-
tions on the policy front and this task will not

S ftement says

with in the House for lack of time. There are
24 standing committees at present. In any
case, there is unanimity that conducting
businessin a democracy without the Opposi-
tion is unacceptable.

There was expectations of a truce on
Wednesday evening when government
managers indicated to the Opposition that it
had an “open mind” on the Opposition’s de-
mand. This saw Speaker Somnath Chatterjee
stepping in with a letter of appeal to Mr Ad-
vani. But sources in the BJP said the leader of
the Opposition politely told the Speaker that
stalemate can be resolved only if the govern-
ment takes “adequate steps.” The Speaker is
believed to be of the view that the govern-
ment should not be adamant, but the Opposi-
tion too has to give him some elbow room to

rhe Ecomomic Times

Advam

\,\Cﬂ

protect th dlgnlty ofthe House.

On his part, parliamentary affairs minister
Ghulam Nabi Azad rejected the demand for
“amending” the condemnation statement.
He also came out with a formulation that the
Opposition decision amounted to ‘boy-
cotting the Speaker of the Lok Sabha and the
chairperson of the Rajya Sabha as these com-
mittees are constituted by the presiding offi-
cers’. The list of Congress members for vari-
ous committees were given to the office of
the Speaker on Wednesday evening, Mr
Azad said On the BJP demand for withdraw-
al of Pranab Mukherjee’s statement, Mr Azad
said: “Such a demand is unjust. I don’t think
there was any thing wrong in the statement
made by the leader of the Lok Sabha (Mr
Mukherjee). The presiding officers of the
both the Houses have the right to speak
whenever they want to do so. In this case
when the Speaker was trying to speak, the
Opposition members shouted at him and
asked him to sit down,” he said.

The Opposition too said it will not budge
and at a meeting of the NDA, the alliance de-
cide to stick with its boycott plans. “The state-
ment of Mukherjee was insulting. In Parlia-
ment, Mr Mukherjee is leader of the House,
not of his Congress party. He has to take
everyone along,” Sushma Swaraj said. “The
ballis now in the court of the government.”



/ Y |
Haunted Hous¢ -
(‘ /Qﬁ [\(Q) Y K .e q o od\)\)\

LY The all-pakty spectre of immaturi
The Opposition must oppose. But Parliament must func
tion. Reconciling conflicting objectives is maturity fron
the Opposition, from treasury and from presiding officers.
All three are failing; the biggest culprit in this case is the
Opposition. The NDA's decision to boycott parliamentary
all standing committees falls well beyond what divides
legitimate pressure tactics from irresponsible stalling.
Indeed, to the extent that standing committees are seen to
be legislative watchdogs and in fact reflect the composition
of both the Houses, the Opposition boycott is self-
defeating, .

It is not scrutiny of budget allocations that NDA will
miss — these are hardly ever successfully challenged by
stranding committees — but the chance to put major
ministries like home, defence, finance and petroleum
under the scanner. The NDA should remember the power
the Opposition wielded in standing committees — high
voltage criticism of the government and the strategic leaks
to the media.

Why give up the opportunity? If tainted ministers is the
issue, Opposition MPs manning standing 'committees
become more important for the NDA. Isn’t it better to at-
tack, say, Mohammed Taslimuddin via the considerable
powers accorded to standing committees than via yet ano-
ther Venkaiah Naidu press conference? Plus, the NDA
surely knows that the government will not sack .Lalu
Prasad and company because the Opposition wants it. It
lends credence to reports that NDA’s real grievance is the
huge row in middle of the current session. If the Speaker
withdraws Pranab Mukherjee’s censorious remarks
against LK Advani, the NDA will de facto say sorry
to the Speaker and the episode will be expunged from the
record. '

It remains to be seen whether the government and the
Speaker will accept it. Tactically both are on stronger
wickets since the NDA needs the deal to get back to
parliamentary business. It will also be politically immature
for the government to look only for tactical victories. The
Prime Minister (and, of course, Sonia Gandhi) should take
a flexible approach, allowing the Speaker to take a lead in
solving impasses. , ’

The government has not been in acceptable conduct

- recently. Treasury bench MPs were heard jeering
Opposition during a walk-out and the Prime Minister
really couldn’t keep quiet on the Sibu Soren affair and not
raise questions about Parliament being informed of an
extraordinary minister. As for the Speaker, Somnath
Chatterjee has years of House experience and inspires a
lot of confidence.

But having to temper political instincts, all speakers
need to behave. Chatterjee had been reported to have
made adverse comments about the previous NDA
government at a function. Even if he was dead right, he
was not right to forget that the Speaker is neutral in the
House and must appear to be so outside it. Hopefully, the
recess before Parliament reopens will cool everyone down
— wish the weather helped! — and allow MPs to do what
they are elected for.

THE 374 ;{“;v} . / ‘-«3 _’U! e
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% DISRUPTIVE OPPOSITIO

THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC Alliance’s deci-
sion to boycott all parliamentary committees
marks a new low, even measured by the rather
lax standards of legislative decorum in India. In-
deed, with walkouts and adjournments increas-
ingly the norm in the Lok Sabha, the term
‘parliamentary’ — in the Indian context — has
long been an ironic misrepresentation of the
original. And yet, the daily battles inside the ‘au-
gust’ lower House can hardly be a justification
for allowing parliamentary misbehaviour to
plunge to the unseemly levels currently on view.
There are two aspects to the present standoff,
both unfortunate in the extreme. The first is the
threatened boycott by the Opposition of impor-
tant parliamentary committees, standing as well
as consultative. And the second, the shocking
disrespect shown to the Speaker, Somnath Chat-
terjee, who was rudely stopped from making a
statement. That Mr. Chatterejee was forced to
hold a press conference to defend himself
against the charge of bias in allotting time is an
eloquent enough comment on the unedifying
drama that preceded the event. Standing com-
mittees are bi-partisan bodies, which meet in the
recess to help Parliament scrutinise budgetary
proposals and demands for grants from the vari-
ous Ministries. The consequences of the boycott
of these panels will be far more serious than
those arising from such standard oppositional
tactics as disruption of the zero hour, walkouts,
and slogan-shouting. The boycott is both an in-
sult to the institution of Parliament and an ab-
dication of responsibility towards the people of
the country.

The Opposition’s grievances are long and de-
batable. The United Progressive Alliance Gov-
ernment has not covered itself with glory,
whether on the question of the so-called tainted
Ministers or the Prime Minister’s response to the
Shibu Soren episode or, more recently, Pranab
Mukherjee's controversial statement in the Lok
Sabha. However, the NDA can scarcely claim a

THE HINDU
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clean record when it comes to dealing with the
law. Far from it: not a few among the NDA gov-
ernment’s galaxy of star Ministers found them-
selves on the wrong side of the law. The defence
then was that a distinction ought to be made
between ‘political’ and ‘criminal’ cases and in-
deed that violence in a political context is un-
avoidable. The reference was of course to the
Babri Masjid demolition case. In truth, the vile
and barbaric act of demolishing a place of wor-
ship led to a horrific cycle of death and destruc-
tion, the consequences of which haunt us to this
day. It is a different matter that innocence is pre-
sumed in law. As with L.K. Advani and Uma
Bharti, so with the UPA Ministers who have crim-
inal charges facing them. Unless guilt is estab-
lished in a trial court and results in a conviction,
their innocence must be presumed, although the
political appropriateness and wisdom of making
them Ministers is wholly another matter. Mr.
Soren’s case is a complex and peculiar one; al-
though the Prime Minister did the right thing by
asking for and wresting his resignation, he
should have acted sooner and sent a stronger
signal through the system.

However, none of these lapses provides so
much as an excuse for the extraordinary course
the NDA has embarked on in Parliament. It can
be nobody’s case that the Opposition should ever
be the picture of subdued cooperation. Quite the
reverse, in fact, as democracy presupposes a vi-
brant and adversarial Opposition. The difficulty*
arises when the line between government and
Parliament is sought to be blurred. It is one thing
vigorously to oppose the Government in Parlia-
ment and quite another to destabilise the func-
tioning of parliamentary sub-committees. What
the NDA is doing sends out the political message
that it is a very bad loser. It would do well to
reverse course and give up its disruptive method
of protest — not only because Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh has made a dignified appeal
and given it a face-saving way back in.
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PM Wants Oppn Role In House Panels, BJP Defends Quit Decist

No confrontation, please

PATNA/NEW DELHI 27 JULY

: VEN as the Congress on
Tuesday persisted with his
establishment’s formula-

tion that the Opposition’s deci-
sion to boycott Parliament was
“irresponsible” and “reckless,”
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh has stepped in with a con-
ciliatory message. Addressing re-
porters here, Dr Singh said the
UPA government is not in favour
of confrontation with the Oppo-
sition and that issues of national
importance will have to be sorted
out with the NDA's co-operation.

In what is seen as an acknowl-
edgement of the view that con-
ducting legislative business in a
democracy without the Opposi-
tion was unacceptable, the Prime
Minister rgcalled that he had
talked to fe leader of the Opposi-
tion L/K Advani and former
prime minister Atal Bihari Vaj-

The Econvmic I'ippe,

UNITED WE RISE

payee on the issue of boycott of
Parliament. “I understand the re-
sponsibilities and rights of the
Opposition. But this does not
mean that Parliament should not
be allowed to function and that
parliamentary Committees are
boycotted. Confrontation is not
our policy,” he said.

However, the PM steered clear
of any reference on the genesis of
the controversy — the continua-
tion of tainted ministers in the
government. Probably, the locale
which he chose to issue the ap-
peal to the Opposition, was the
inhibiting factor. For, the tainted
crowd in his ministerial team
represent Bihar in Parliament.

The Prime Minister'sinterven-
tion coincided with BJP’s asser-
tion in Delhi that a rethink on its
decision will depend on the re-
spose of the prime minister to
their demand. There is expecta-
tion that the Prime Minister will
convene a meeting to debate the

issue which has raised questions
about his regime’s “moral integri-
ty”. A section in the Congress
conceded that the government’s
acceptability got depleted when it
allowed the Shibu Soren issue to
linger. Although some Congress-
men have been making attempts
to blame Dr Singh for the un-
wholesome Soren episode, this
theory has few takers. For, Ms So-
nia Gandhi is the key player on
the political turf and a decision of
this nature was not possible with-
out her consent.

Opposition taking its decision to
boycott of parliamentary panels, it
could harm the credibility of the
legislative business that have to be
handled by these committees.
Technically, the government can
carry onwith itslegislative business
despite the boycott, but questions
could be raised in the political im-
pactand propriety.

On its part, the BJP defended
the dedsion to boycott parlia\men—

,18 b

tary panels and asked the Con
gress and Communist leaders tc
“introspect” on what has forcec
the Opposition to take the ex-
treme step. “Before criticising the
NDA for its decision to stay away
from the standing and consulta-
tive committees, let the Congress
and Communist leaders intro-
spect on what has forced the Op-
position to take this step most re-
luctantly and as a matter of last re-
sort,” BJP president M Venkaiah
Naidu said. “Let them give up their
confrontationist approach and
stop inflicting further damage to
our system of parliamentary
democracy,” he said.

Asserting that the Lok Sabha
poll verdict favoured a consensual
between the govern-




“Somnath rues NDA boycott

ENS &PT!
NEW DELHI, JULY 26 2

TEPPING up its offen-
sive against the UPA
Government, the Oppo-
sition NDA today decided to
boycott the standing commit-
tees of Parliament protesting
the “confrontationist” attitude
of the ruling coalition, an action
said to be the first of its kind
since these committees were
formed 10years ago.
Lok Sabha Speaker Som-
nath Chatterjee called the de-

cision “unfortunate” and ap-.

pealed to them to reconsider it

Y and participate in the fuIlCthIl

ing of the committees in the in-
terest of proper budget
scrutiny and strengthening of
democracy. _

“It was unanimously de-
cided that unless the Govern-
ment changes its attitude to-
wards the Opposition and
makes amends for the uncalled
for attacks on the Opposition,
the NDA shall not not join any
parliamentary committee,”
NDA convenor George Fer-
nandessaid.

Later, BJP general secre-
tary and spokesman Arun Jait-
ley told reporters that the al-

NDIAN §

hance was “pushed into taking
this decision” as the “space for
a vigillant Opposition in a
democracyis being denied”.
He said the coalition was
not willing to even allow any
question on an absconding
Central minister and leave
alone the PM making a state-
ment on the issue. “What we
get in response Is a statement
of denunciation of the Oppo-
sition by the Leader of the
House. We did not invent the
tainted ministers. When there
iswholesale criminalisation of
ministers, the country does

not expect a mute Opposi-

%pﬁ{ P

tion,” Jaitley said. The meet-
ing of NDA leaders at former
PM A.B. Vajpayee’s residence
was attended by Leader of
Opposition L.K. Advani, BJP
leaders Sushma Swaraj and
VK. Malhotra.

The Congress dubbed the
decision as “reckless and highly
irresponsible” and asked it to
reconsider it. “Standing com-
mittees are entrusted with very
serious work. By boycotting it,
the Opposition is not only be-
having inarecklessmannerbut |
there isnothingtowarrantsuch |

action,” its spokesman Anan
Sharmasaid.
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(\7L0K SABHA DISRUPTION / ‘OPPOSITION WAS GIVEN MORE TIME’

By Our Spe\t:gcorrespondem

NEW DELHI. JULY 23. The Lok Sab-
ha Speaker, Somnath Chatter-
jee, said today that he had made
up his mind to request the Gov-
ernment to respond on the is-
sue of arrest warrants issued
against the Minister for Coal
and Mines, Shibu Soren, but
was prevented from doing so by
the Opposition.

“As the Speaker of the House,
I was not even allowed to read
my statement or make my ob-
servations. It is a day of great
sorrow,” said a visibly pained
Mr. Chatterjee.

Addressing the media after he
was forced to adjourn the
House amid scenes of pande-
monium, Mr. Chatterjee said
that it was indeed unpreceden-
ted that the Opposition refused
to allow even the Speaker to
make his observations.

“This is the first time in the 34
years that I have spent in Parlia-
ment that such a thing has hap-
pened,” he said.

Mr. Chatterjee appeared par-
ticularly upset over the charges

of partlsanshlp levelled
against him and challenged the
Opposition to point out even
one rule or convention which
he had violated. “Let them point
out even one example and [ am
willing face the consequences.
It is painful that motives are be-
ing attributed to me.” On sever-
al occasions, he had cut short
CPI(M) MPs and those of the
supporting parties to ensure
that everybody got his chance.
“In fact, they have been com-
plaining that I am too harsh on
them,” he said.

Statistics

Quoting statistics, the Lok
Sabha Speaker said the 185-
member Opposition was_given
more time than the rest of the
members put together. On sev-
eral occasions, he had used his
discretionary powers to allow
the Leader of the Opposition to
raise issues even though no pri-
or notice was given. He had al-
lowed Mr. Advani to make his
observations when the Prime
Minister was introducing his
Ministers, and then again be-

fore the Finance Minister was to
present the budget and again
during the course of Mr. Chi-
dambaram’s reply to the
budget.

Poser to Vajpayee

Mr. Chatterjee also quoted
profusely from the speeches
made by Atal Bihari Vajpayee as
Prime Minister decrying the
Opposition attempts to force
the suspension of question hour
or the adjournment of the
House. “I had specially called
on him to request him to help
me in running the House
smoothly. I wonder what he has
to say to all this now,” said Mr.
Chatterjee.

The Speaker said on Thurs-
day that Mr. Advani came to see
him and asked him to intervene
in the matter. He told Mr. Ad-
vani that he was not allowed to
speak so how could he make his
observations. Mr. Chatterjee
said he had sent a video record-
ing of the proceedings to Mr.
Advani in order to enable him to
see things for himself.

The Speaker expressed sur-

dé??f sreat sorrow: Speaker

prise that V.X. Malhotra, Depu-
ty Lleader of the BJP
Parliamentary party came to his
chamber on Thursday and told
him that the NDA had decided
that the House would not func-
tion. “How can people adopt
such an attitude?” he asked.
Under the rules he did not have
the power to direct the Govern-
ment to follow a particular
course of action on the question
relating to Mr. Soren, nor could
he find out the whereabouts of
the Minister. “How can a Speak-
er find about absconders?” he
asked.

I'm not resigning

Pained though he maybe, Mr.
Chatterjee has no intention of
throwing in the towel. “I am not
resigning, I am not a shirker.
But I do want everybody to pon-
der over whether we have
strengthened the cause of de-
mocracy.” He also appealed to
the Opposition not go ahead
with its proposed boycott of the
Standing Committees of Parlia-
ment. “It will be a sad day if they
do it,” he said.

NDA threatens to quit parliamentary panels

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, JULY 23, The Leader of
the Opposition, L.X. Advani, has
threatened that the National
Democratic  Alliance would
withdraw from all parliamen-
tary committees to protest
against the “confrontationist at-
titude” of the Manmohan Singh
Government.

He also alleged that the Prime
Minister was “not in control” of
his Government and “unable to
exercise his authority,” citing
Dr. Singh’s inability or unwil-
lingness to make a statement on
his “missing” Cabinet colleague,
Shibu Soren, against whom a
court in tharkhand has issued
non-bailable arrest warrants.

To meet President
On July'25 an NDA delegation

would meet the President, A.P.].
Abdul Kalam, to request him to
“advise” the Prime Minister to
sack Mr. Soren, Mr. Advani said,
adding that the Opposition had
no option but to go to the peo-
ple and seek their support to
compel the Government to gov-
ern in accordance with the law
of the land.

Mr. Advani was addressing
the press today after the Parlia-
ment was adjourned till August
16 when it will meet for the sec-
ond part of the Budget session.

The immediate provocation
was the confrontation between
the Bharatiya Janata Party and
the Speaker in the Lok Sabha to-
day when BJP members wanted
the Speaker to allow Mr. Advani
to speak first even as the Speak-
er was addressing the House.

However, Mr. Advani pre-

THE HINDU

ferred not to respond to ques-
tions on why his MPs refused to
listen to the Chair and insisted
that he be allowed to speak first.
Instead, he said that the Opposi-
tion was well within its rights to
demand an explanation or a
statement from the Prime Min-
ister on the Soren issue.

“What do we get instead? A
condemnation of our stand is
read out in the Lok Sabha by the
Leader of the House. This is un-
precedented,” he said.

‘Will not resign’

Asked whether NDA MPs
were thinking of resigning from
the House since they did not
want to attend it or participate
in its deliberations or commit-
tees, his answer was a “no.”

He also rejected the charge
that the NDA was not interested

in raising issues such as farmers’
suicides, the floods and drought
affecting different parts of the
country or the issue of Indians
taken hostage by a group in Iraq.

He said the Government was
not interested in these issues al-
though debates on some of
these topics were agreed upon,
listed on the agenda papers but
could not be held as the Opposi-
tion forced adjournments or
walked out, Mr. Advani insisted
that “all we demanded” was a
statement from the Prime
Minister.

He was asked by reporters
why the Jharkhand Government
(ruled by the BJP) had given a
clean chit to Mr. Soren just a few
days ago on the basis of which |
the Home Minister had answer-

ed a question in the jya
Sabha.
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By Our New Delhi Bureau

NEW DELHI, JULY 22. Acrimony
reigned supreme in both the
Houses of Parliament today
with the Opposition deter-
mined to stall proceedings till
the Government made a state-
ment on the whereabouts of the
Coal Minister, Shibu Soren,
against whom an arrest warrant
has been issued, and took Par-
liament into confidence on how
it proposed to address the “un-
precedented” development.
The trouble started during
question hour itself, immedi-
ately after the Houses con-
vened. In the Lok Sabha, the
Speaker, Somnath Chatterjee,
first refused to give in and took
up question hour for about 30
minutes amid unrelenting slo-
gan-shouting by the BJP and
Shiv Sena members. However,
after the Bihar MPs from the
ruling benches got into an alter-
cation with the Opposition,
which had laid siege of the well
for the entire sitting, Mr. Chat-
terjee adjourned the House for
15 minutes at 11.45 a.m. The
House met again at noon, only
to be adjourned within seconds
as members from both sides al-
most came face-to-face in the

well. The exchange of words,
particularly between the Shiv
Sena and the Rashtriya Janata
Dal members, became so heat-
ed that senior members had to
rush in and pull them apart.

Rehman elected

In the Rajya Sabha, the sit-
uation was no different. The up-
roar was triggered when
Opposition members wanted to
know why the Prime Minister,
Manmohan Singh, whose ques-
tion day it was, had not come to
the House, and the Chairman,
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat, ad-
journed the House till noon,
when there was a brief truce to
allow the election of the Deputy
Chairman, K. Rehman Khan.
But as Dr. Singh, who was pre-
sent for the election, left the
House immediately afterwards,
the Opposition once again rush
to the well shouting slogans.

Amid the pandemonium, the
Chairman asked members, who
had “special mentions” listed
against their names, to table
them and the Minister of State
for Parliamentary Affairs, Sure-
sh Pachouri, laid the papers on
being told to do so by the Chair.
Mr. Shekhawat then adjourned
the house till lunch. It met again

briefly only to be adjourned for
the day as the commotion
continuéd.

Disgraceful, says Advani

In the Lok Sabha, too, the Op-
position kept its guns trained on
the Government over the Shibu
Soren issue. In the post-lunch
session, the Speaker allowed the
Leader of the Opposition, LK.
Advani, to make a statement.
Stating that it was “disgraceful”
that the Government had not
dropped a Minister who was
“absconding,” Mr. Advani urged
the Chair to ask the Prime Min-
ister to make a statement and
requested Mr. Chatterjee to ad-
journ the House till then.

In response, Mr. Chatterjee
said the Chair could not compel
any Minister or the Prime Min-
ister to make a statement. How-
ever, he added: “In deference to
the personal request made by
the Leader of the Opposition, I
am adjourning the House till to-
morrow.”

As members trooped out,
some persisted with their slo-
gan-shouting though it was a
faint echo of the chorus of pro-
test heard earlier against the
Government, the Congress
president, Sonia Gandhi, and

Pandemonium in Parliament
over Shibu Soren issue

the Communist Party of India
(Marxist).

That the Opposition would
force an adjournment in both
the Houses was known in the
morning itself before Parlia-
ment convened for the day.

Ata meeting of all the Nation-
al Democratic Alliance MPs, it
was decided that the Bharatiya
Janata Party and its allies would
stall proceedings on the issue of
the “missing” Minister (Mr.
Soren).

‘Sack Soren’

The former Prime Minister,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, told the
NDA MPs that the Government
was “not fulfilling its responsib-
ilities,” while Mr. Advani said he
had “never seen such a situa-
tion,” the Deputy Leader of the
BJP, V.K. Malhotra, later told re-
porters. Mr. Malhotra virtually
charged the Prime Minister with
“protecting” a man wanted by
the police and demanded that
the “tainted” Mr. Soren be
sacked immediately.

Tomorrow morning, the NDA
MPs will meet again and the in-
dication is that they will contin-
ue to raise the Soren issue in
both the Houses, and possibly
force an adjournment.
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NEW DELH]I, July 22. — Congress
leader Mr K Rahman Khan was

today unanimously elected the

deputy chairman of the Rajya Sabha.
The Shiv Sena did not move the
motion for Mr Eknath Thakur’s can-
didature.

Parliamentary affairs minister Mr
Ghulam Nabi Azad moved the
motion for Mr Khan’s election fol-
lowed by 12 sets of proposals, includ-
ing one by Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh. Leader of
Opposition Mr.Jaswant Singh con-
veyed the decision to support a unan-
imously elected deputy chairperson.

Shiv. Sena leader Mr Sanjay
Nirupam said his party had nominat-
ed Mr Thakur for a symbolic contest
to register its protest at not being
consulted or taken into confidence.
It was only after Mr Azad and Mr
Singh had met Shiv Sena leaders that
party supremo Mr Bal Thackeray
consented to a unanimous election.

Chartered accountant-turned-edu-
cationist Mr Rahman Khan (65) was
minister of state for chemicals and
fertilisers in the Manmohan Singh
government. He replaces Ms Najma
Heptulla, who was deputy chairper-
son for two terms. Ms Heptulla had

quit the Congress.to join the BIP:

recently and was critical of Congress
president Mrs Sonia Gandhi during
the Lok Sabha elections.

After being elected, Mr Khan was

e

Mr Khan being felicitated by his supporters
in New Delhi on Thursday. — PTI

escorted by leader of the House, Dr
Manmohan Singh and Mr Jaswant
Singh to his chair, next to the leader
of the Opposition.
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Godhra probe

. Issue

rocks

o Parliament

By Our New Delhi Bureau

NEW DELHI, JULY 15. The Railway
Minister, Lalu Prasad’s announ-
cement that a departmental
probe has been ordered into the
Godhra carnage stalled the pro-
ceedings in Parliament today,
leading to successive adjourn-
ments before the presiding offi-
cers of the Lok Sabha and Rajya

Sabha called it a day in the

afternoon.

Practically no business —
which included a discussion on
the budget — could be trans-
acted in either House, with the
Bharatiya Janata Party mem-
bers raising the issue as soon as
Parliament met for the day.
Questioning the rationale be-
hind a fresh probe, the mem-
bers objected to the manner in
which Mr. Prasad made the an-
nouncement on Wednesday
during his reply to the discus-
sion on the Railway Budget.
With the ruling coalition MPs —
particularly from Bihar — coun-
tering the Opposition charge
with slogans, the Lok Sabha was
adjourned thrice for an hour
each before the Speaker, Som-
nath Chatterjee, decided to ad-
journ the House for the day. The
Rajya Sabha was adjourned for
the day immediately it met for
the post-lunch session after two
adjournments in the pre-lunch
sitting.

The issue was raised in the

Lok Sabha by Vijay Kumar Mal-
hotra (BJP) and it evoked an im-
mediate retort from the ruling
benches. As both sides traded
charges, the BJP and Shiv Sena
members trooped into the wel'
of the House while Rashtriya Ja-
nata Dal members stood along
its edges and raised slogans.

With neither side willing t
relent, the Speaker adjourner
the House for an hour. Thoug
the papers were allowed to b
tabled when the House me
again, the BJP members were o
their feet the moment tt
Speaker called the Home Mini:
ter, Shivraj Patil, to make
statement on Amarnath yatr:
even as the former Railway Mir
ister, Nitish Kumar, insiste:
that he be allowed to respond tc
Mr. Prasad’s statements.

With the Speaker maintain-
ing that he should come with a
written statement and Mr. Ku-
mar demanding that he be al-
lowed to speak, the House was
adjourned twice again before
the Speaker called it a day.

In the Rajya Sabha, the Oppo-
sition was on its feet from the
moment it assembled in the
morning. The former Union
Minister, Murli Manohar Joshi,
wanted the Prime Minister,
Manmohan Singh, to clarify
whether he concurred with Mr.
Prasad’s decision to re-open the
Godhra incident for inquiry.

BIP’s warning: Page 12
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"Removal of Governors
a right decisl n: Patil

By Javed M. Ansari

NEW DELHI. JULY 12. The United
Progressive Alliance Govern-
ment today defended its deci-
sion to remove the Governors in
four States, saying it was “consti-
tutionally right and legally
correct.”

Replying to a short duration
discussion in the Lok Sabha on
the subject, the Union Home
Minister, Shivraj Patil, said the
Government had “scrupulously
followed both the law and the
procedure,” while dismissing
the Governors in Uttar Pradesh,
Goa, Gujarat and Haryana.

Earlier, initiating the discus-
sion on the removal of the Gov-
ernors, the Leader of the
Opposition, L.K. Advani, called
upon the Manmohan Singh
Government to reconsider the
dismissals, which he called an
“outrageous assauit on the mul-
ti-party democracy.”

In his reply, Mr. Patil denied
that the Government’s actions
were “politically motivated” and
that it had not consulted the
State Governments while ap-
pointing the new Governors.
The four Governors who were
removed, he said, were taking
orders from a political party and

had “loudly proclalmed heir af-
filiation to the RSS.” “If some
Governors are not prepared to
follow the ideals of secularism
and socialism as enshrined in
the Constitution and choose to
take their orders from the politi-
cal parties or organisations that
they belong to rather than from
the Government, what are we
expected to do,” he asked.
Citing the example of Gujarat,
he said the Government did not
want to face a situation “where
the Governor, shackled by his
ideological considerations, was
not prepared to give a factual re-
port of what was happening on
the ground.” The UPAhad wona
mandate to provide a secular
government and to take every-
body together. “However, if
some Governors do not want to
cooperate with us on the sub-
ject, how can we then fulfil the
mandate,” Mr. Patil asked.
Dwelling on the constitution-
al validity of the Government’s
decision, Mr. Patil said that Arti-
cle 156 of the Constitution stip-
ulated that the Governor shouid
hold office at the pleasure of the
President. In 1998, the Vajpayee
Government had removed the
Governors of Gujarat, Mizoram,
Uttar Pradesh and Goa soon af-

ter coming to power. The Janata
Party Government, of which Mr.
Advani was a member, had
sacked several State Govern-
ments. “The National Front
Government supported by you
[BJP] had sacked all the State
Governors appointed by the
previous Government,” Mr. Patil
said.

Responding to Mr. Advani’s
charge that the Government’s
decision to remove the Gover-
nors had struck a blow to feder-
alism, he assured the House that
the Government was committed
to upholding the federal charac-
ter of the Constitution. The Gov-
ernor was only a nominated
person whereas the BJP had
tried to remove the elected Gov-
ernment of Bihar by invoking Ar-
ticle 356. “It is more dangerous
to remove elected governments
than to remove nominated Gov-
ernors,” he added.

He refused to say what the
Government was contemplating
with regard to Arunachal Pra-
desh. The Government was not
in a position to give any assur-
ance. “We have contradictory
reports. We will carefully con-
sider the whole situation before
taking any action,” he said.

Advani’s criticism: Page 11
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4pposmon unrelenting
‘@ Manr{r>10h n talks to Vajpayee, Advani

By Our New Delhi Bureau

NEW DELHI, JULY 5. In an effort to
end the deadlock in Parliament,
the Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh, today talked to the chair-
man of the National Democrat-
ic Alliance, Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
and the Leader of Opposition,
LK. Advani, this morning while
NDA leaders postponed till to-
morrow a final decision on their
strategy. But they indicated that
a “boycott’ of the Railway Bud-
get presentation is likely.

Talking to reporters at an in-
vestiture ceremony, Dr. Singh
said he had repeated his earlier
request to Mr. Vajpayee and Mr.
Advani that “regardless of the
differences (between the Gov-
ernment and the Opposition),
the House should function nor-
mally and all issues should be
discussed in a cordial atmo-
sphere.”

The Parliamentary Affairs
Minister, Ghulam Nabi Azad,
indicated the Government’s
readiness for a discussion “on
any subject in any form under
the rules.” Referring to the dis-
ruption of Parliament by the
Opposition on the issue of
“tainted” Ministers, Mr. Azad
said stalling of Parliament was
not helping the Government or
the Opposition.

Earlier in the day, after a

meeting of the NDA leaders this
morning, there was no sign of
change in their determination
to “boycott” the presentation of
the Railway Budget tomorrow.

The BJP is of the view that the
Government is not helping to
create the right atmosphere for
cooperation. Even as the con-
troversy over the induction of
“tainted” Ministers was yet to
be addressed, the Government
sacked four Governors appoint-
ed by the Vajpayee regime, and,
as if that was not enough, the
Human Resource Development
Minister, Arjun Singh, failed to
invite the BJP to a convention to
discuss the problems faced by
the minorities in education and
other fields, the BJP deputy
leader in the Lok Sabha, V. K.
Malhotra, said today.

Mr. Malhotra indicated that
“boycott’ of the Railway Budget
would be the “minimum” pro-
test action that the NDA would
approve tomorrow. But there
was also an indication from
some party MPs that the NDA
might take part in the debate on
the Railway Budget, whenever
that takes place, as many MPs
were keen on focussing the at-
tention on the problems faced
by the people in relation to this
largest public utility.

There was a hint from sourc-
es in the BJP that the NDA may

decide to do what the Congress
and the Left parties had done to
the former Defence Minister,
George Fernandes. He was not
asked any questions and they
refused to listen to him whenev-
er he got up to speak in Parlia-
ment but allowed Parliament to
function at other times.

Immediately after the ad-
journment of both Houses of
Parliament today, the Lok Sab-
ha Speaker, Somnath Chatter-
jee, called a meeting of the party
leaders once again in an at-
tempt to resolve the issue but to
no avail. When Mr. Malhotra
was asked whether the BJP
would respond to the Congress
offer of a debate on the subject
of “tainted” Ministers, Mr. Mal-
hotra said: “They did not allow
even the Leader of the Opposi-
tion to speak.” He was referring
to the first brief session of Par-
liament when the trouble erupt-
ed as the Prime Minister began
introducing his Ministers.

Mr. Malhotra told the press
that the BJP could not accept
Mr. Laloo Prasad Yadav as Min-
ister. He had resigned as the Bi-
har Chief Minister after he was
named an accused in the fodder
scandal.

Another Minister in the pre-
sent Government had been
dropped by the Bihar Chief
Minister, Rabri Devi, he said.
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/ PM’S CALL FALLS ON DEAF EARS

BJP gets into

- battle

July 4. — The Budget session of
Parliament, beginning tomorrow, is likely
to be as stormy as the earlier one. Apart
from the induction of “tainted ministers”,
the BJP has got another issue to bring the
proceedings to a halt: dismissal of four
Governors with BJP-RSS background.

An all-party meeting called by the Lok
Sabha Speaker here this afternoon did
not seem to make any headway in resolv-
ing the impasse, even as the Prime Minis-
ter and Mr Somnath Chatterjee appealed
to the parties to ensure smooth function-
ing of Parliament. Emerging from the
meeting, BJP representative Mr VK
Malhotra accused the government of not
taking any initiative to end the deadlock
that had paralysed the first session of the
14th Lok Sabha last month.

“We are willing to talk to anybody...
Parliament is a forum for dialogue and dis-
cussion, All political parties regardless of
our differences... should respect the great
institution of Parliament and it should be
allowed to function smoothly,” Dr Man-
mohan Singh said after the meeting,

Dr Singh had a telephonic talk with Mr
LK Advani last night, He said he was
keen to meet the Opposition leader
today, but could not do so since the latter
had gone Yo Ahmedabad.

Referring to the Opposition’s demand
that the government should allow admis-
sion of a censure motion against the
“tainted” ministers, Dr Singh said: “We
are ready to discuss whatever bothers the
Opposition.” On Mr Atal Behari Vajpa-
yee’s statement that Governors had been
reduced to daily wagers, he said: “I don’t
want to comment. But what the BJP is
saying is not correct.” .

Despite the Prime Minister’s call, the
BJP sent out clear signals about the hard-

THE STATESMAN

- meeting. The meeting aiso decided that tek\

mode.

No smoking in Parliament

NEW DELHI, July 4. —
The Central Hall and
lobbies in Pariament
House wiil be no-smoking
zones from tomorrow.
This was announced by
the Lok Sabha Speaker
today after an all-party

Zero Hour proceedings of the session would
be telecast live, — SNS

ening of the Opposition stand on the two
issues. The party will even boycott the pre-
sentation of the railway budget on 6 July
since rail minister Mr Lalu Prasad tops the
Opposition’s list of “tainted ministers”.

Mr Malhotra accused the Congress-led
coalition of working in a “fascist” man-
ner. The government, he said, has not
come forward with any proposal to settle
the row over “tainted” ministers issue
and has aggravated the situation by sack-
ing the Governors.

Stepping up the heat on the UPA, Mr
Advani said in Gandhinagar: “This gov-
ernment has started its tenure by crimi-
nalising not just politics but criminalising
the government. None of the govern-

 ments in the paxichas done so.”

Mr Vajpayee, on his part, asked the
government to change its attitude if it
wanted the budget session to pass off
peacefully. “The situation has come to
such a pass that we’re forced to voice our
opposition. The government is attacking
democracy by removing Governors on
the ground of their ideology.”

Among other issues the NDA will raise
are farmers’ suicide and starvation deaths
in West Bengal.

More reports on page 4



/" New Rajya Sabha members t

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELH], JULY 5. The Union
Home Minister, Shivraj Patil,
the Bharatiya Janata Party
president, M. Venkaiah Naidu,
the Bahujan Samaj Party lead-
er, Mayawati, the Leader of
the Opposition, Jaswant Singh,
the former Deputy Chairper-
son of the House, Najma Hep-
tulla, actress Jaya Bachchan

and industrialist Anil Ambani
were among the 52 persons
who took oath as members of
the Rajya Sabha here today.
Ms. Heptulla is now a BJP
member.

The Prime Minister, Man-
mohan Singh, was present in
the House for 10 minutes. Ear-
lier, he introduced Jaipal Red-
dy as the Minister for
Information and Broadcasting.

Watched by Amitabh Bach-
chan and Tina Ambani from
the visitor’s gallery, Ms. Bach-
chan and Mr. Ambani took
oath in Hindi and English re-
spectively. Ms. Bachchan tou-
ched the feet of the Human
Resource Development Minis-
ter, Arjun Singh, after taking
oath.

Among others who took
oath were BJP leaders Murli

\Aﬂ)/ \\
Manohar Joshi, Pramod Maha-
jan and Arun Shourie, Con-
gress leaders Mohsina Kidwai,
Ambika Soni, Jairam Ramesh
and Oscar Fernandes and
noted Sarvodaya leader Nir-
mala Deshpande, who is a
nominated member.

There were five absentees —
V. Hanumantha Rao (Con-
gress), Pyarelal Khandelwal
(BIP), Dilip Singh Judeo (BJP),

Amitabh mobbed for autograph

By Gargi Parsai

NEW DELHI, JULY 5. “Well done,”
superstar Amitabh Bachchan
told his wife, Jaya Bachchan, as
he hugged her in the corridors
of Parliament after she took
oath as the new Samajwadi
Party member of the Rajya
Sabha today. Earlier, Mr. Bach-
chan gave a thumbs-up sign
when she looked up at the vis-
itor's gallery after taking the
oath in the House.

“] am happy. Let me absorb
this. You've to give me time to
think,” Ms. %Hachchan told
The Hindu whiie reacting to
her first day in Parliament as a
member.

Asked why she touched the
Human Resource Develop-
ment Minister, Arjun Singh’s
feet, she said: “Because he is
my father’s friend.” Ms. Bach-
chan, who belongs to Bhopal,
is the daughter of well-known
journalist Taroon Coomar
Bhaduri.

The Bachchan family was
present in full strength in the
visitor’s gallery to watch the
beginning of yet another stint
of a member of their family in
politics. About 15 years ago,
Mr. Bachchan himself was
elected to the Lok Sabha on the
Congress ticket from Allaha-
bad. Not only the Bachchans,
but their ‘samdhis’ Ritu and
Rajan Nanda, and close friend
Tina Ambani were also present
to watch the proceedings. Ms.
Ambani was there to watch her
husband, Anil Ambani, take
oath as an independent mem-
ber backed by the Samajwadi

Party.

“No 1 am not joining poli-
tics,” Mr. Bachchan said when
asked whether his backing of
his wife’s entry into the Rajya
Sabha was any indication. On
Jaya Bachchan’s election, he
said, “I am happy and proud.
She is an individual and she is
free to choose and pursue her
interest.” The Bachchan chil-

dren said they had never be-
fore come to Parliament
House. Not even when their fa-
ther was a member. “We are
very proud of her and very
happy,” Abhishek and Sweta
said.

There was a virtual stam-
pede in the hallowed corridors
of Parliament as the watch and
ward staff, security staff and

visitors mobbed Mr. Bach-
chan. For a while, there was to-
tal chaos with hundreds of
people seeking his autograph.

Ms. Bachchan, who was also
mobbed, was rescued by ac-
tress Jayaprada, now a Samaj-
wadi Party member of the Lok
Sabha. She guided her out
from a side exit into a waiting
car.

3

Bollywood star Amitabh Bachchan coming out of Parliament House after attending the oath-
taking ceremony of Rajya Sabha members on Monday. His wife, Jaya Bachchan, was among

those who took oath. — PTI

ake

oath

%t\arad Joshi (Swatantra Bharat

Paksh) and Nand Kishore (SP).

Seven members have been
elected to the Upper House
from Andhra Pradesh, two
each from Bihar and Chhattis-
garh, four each from Karnata-
ka, Madhya Pradesh and
Orissa, five from Rajasthan, six
from Maharashtra and Tamil
Nadu, three from Punjab, 11
from Uttar Pradesh and one
each from Uttaranchal and
West Bengal, while one has
been nominated.

While Mr. Naidu, Mr. Joshi
and Congress member Santosh
Bagrodia took oath in Sanskrit,
all the three members from
Punjab took oath in Gurmukhi
and all the members from Ta-
mil Nadu in Tamil. Ms. Kidwai
and Kamaal Akhtar (SP) took
oath in Urdu. Several mem-
bers took oath in their mother
tongue including Kannada, Te-
lugu, Marathi and Oriya.

Mr. Jaswant Singh and Mr.
Mahajan bowed before the
Chairman, Bhairon Singh
Shekhawat, after taking oath.
Ms. Heptulla was cheered by
the BJP benches when her
name was announced but only
a few from the Congress
benches cheered their former
colleague.

Amid laughter, Mr. Joshi,
who shook hands with Mr. Ar-
jun Singh after taking oath,
was asked to repeat it by the
Congress member, Suresh Pa-
chauri. Mr. Gyan Singh Pilania
took oath sitting on a wheel
chair. A secretariat official
went to him and took his sig-
nature.

Ms. Mayawati did not ac-
knowledge any side as she
went to take oath. But when
she returned to her seat, the
Samajwadi Party leader, Amar
Singh, greeted her with a ‘na-
maste.’ She returned the greet-
ing without a smile.

Welcoming the new mem-
bers, Mr. Shekhawat said he
hoped they would maintain
high standards of debate and
enhance the dignity and pres-
tige of the House. “We would

welcome infusion of new ideas |

and fresh thinking on the criti-
cal issues facing tHe country,”

he said. //
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Congress wants

Rajya Sabha
W Deputy no-'0
Chairperson post
By Our Special Corresppndent

% Y
NEW DELHI, JULY 3. The Congress
today made it clear that it would
like to have someone from with-
in its ranks as the next Deputy
Chairperson of the Rajya Sabha.
The Parliamentary Affairs Minis-
ter, Ghulam Nabi Azad, today
appealed to the Opposition to
help facilitate a consensus on
the issue. He, however, said'that,
if necessary, the election for a
new Deputy Chairperson would
be held during the budget ses-
sion of Parliament starting on
July 5.

At a press conference, Mr.
Azad also indicated that there
was little possibility of his party
agreeing to yet another term for
Najma Heptulla as Deputy
Chairperson: He has requested
Jaswant Singh, the Leader of the
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha,
to help evolve a consensus on
the issue.

The Minister felt that it was
quite natura] for the ruling party
to have a presiding officer of its
choice. The previous Govern-
ment also had adopted this
practice. “In the Rajya Sabha, we
must have at least one presiding
officer from our party,” he said.

The Minister held out an olive
branch to the Opposition on the
question of “ tainted” Ministers
by expressing the Government’s
readiness to have the issue de-
bated on the floor of the House.

Mr. Azad said the Opposition
had made its point on the issue
and now it was time for Parlia-
ment to.get down to work., “It
will hurt them more if there is no |
debate in the House. They will
lose an opportunity to corner
the Government.”

Never in the past had the Op-
position boycotted the railway
and the general budget, he said
and urged the National Demo-
cratic Alliance to draw from its |
experience in the Government to ;
appreciate the compulsions of
running a coalition.

Mr. Azad said the budget ses-
sion starting on July 5 was
scheduled to conclude on Sep-
tember 3.The general budget for
2004-05 would be presented at
11.00 a.m. on July 8 and there
would be no question hour that
day. The railway budget was
slated for noon after question |
hour on July 6. The economic
survey would also be presented
at noon the next day.

The budget session will have a
total of 30 sittings — 15 sittings
in the first part of the session
from July 5 to 23 and 15 in the
second part. Both Houses of Par-
liament will adjourn for a three-
week recess from July 23 and re-
assemble on August 16.

The session will be devoted to
discussing the two budgets and
related demands for grants and
Appropriation Bills. As many as
38 Bills are likely to be intre-
duced during the session.
Among the non-legislative issues
that would come up for discus-
sion are the Tenth Five Year Plan
(2002-07} and the National Plan
of Action for Children 2003,

——
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By Javed Ansarl
NEW DELHI, JULY 1. Ahead of the
leaders’ meeting on Sunday, the
Lok Sabha Speaker, Somnath
Chatterjee, will meet leaders of
the National Democratic Alli-
ance {(NDA) on Friday to explore
the possibility of ending the im-
passe in Parliament over the
“tainted” Ministers issue. This
will be followed by a meeting
with the leaders of the United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) on
Saturday. Mr. Chatterjee was
'hopeful of finding a solution
that will allow the House to
function in an orderly manner
during the Budget session.
timately, it is for the members
to decide on how the House
should function, it is their
House. There are leaders with
loads of experience on both the
sides and I am sure that all of us
will together be able to find a
way out,” said Mr. Chatterjee.
He said that he had spoken to
the Leader of the Opposition,
L.K. Advani, who had agreed to
attend tomorrow’s meeting.
The NDA leaders are meeting
on July 5 to finalise their floor

Polit Bureau of
CPI(M) to meet
on July 11

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 1. The Polit Bu- |:

‘reau of the Communist Party of
India (Marxist) will meet here
on July 11 to analyse the Lok
Sabha elections and also to as-
sess the latest political
developments.

Although the Polit Bureau
and the Central Committee met
the week after the May 13 re-
sults, the focus was on the in-
vitation extended by the
Congress to the CPI(M) to join
the United Progressive Alliance
Government.

Polit Bureau member, Pra-
kash Karat told The Hindu

here that the daylong meeting ||
will be the first exercise by the |
party to analyse the verdict of |!

the Lok Sabha polls and subse-
quent developments.

The party is also likely to dis-
cuss the preparations for the As-
sembly elections in
| Maharashtra due to be held
during September-October.

strategy. Today, Mr Advani, Cthe
NDA convener, George Fer-
nandes, and the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party president, Venkaiah
Naidu, met informally. The view
that has emerged is that the
NDA should ‘boycott’ the Rail-
way Budget to be presented on
July 6 by the Minister, Laloo
Prasad Yadav, but a final deci-
sion has yet to be taken, the
deputy leader of the BJP in the
Lok Sabha, V.K. Malhotra, said.

In his days as a front-ranking
leader in the Opposition bench-
es, Mr. Chatterjee had been in
the thick of action and is, there-
fore, not unduly pessimistic
about the resolution of the im-
passe. “ It is not something
unique ... such things have hap-
pened before. We have always
been able to find a way out,” he
said.

The Speaker, however, ap-

THE HINDU

RS
peared to be disappointed by
the increasing tendency among
the MPs to resort to high-deci-
bel protests leading to the dis-
ruption of the proceedings.

“ Unfortunately all of us have
come to believe that the most
potent form of protest is to stall
the proceedings of Parliament,”
said Mr. Chatterjee.

To introduce greater trans-
parency in the functioning of
the Lok Sabha, the Speaker has
instructed his office to explore
the possibility of telecasting live
the proceedings of the zero
hour in Parliament. Mr. Chat-
terjee said the move was not
aimed at disciplining the mem-
bers, nor did he think that it
would expose Parliament and
its members to contempt. “ I
don’t believe that it can be a
method for disciplining the
members. All that I am doing is

Speaker tries to end impasse

conceding to the people their
right to know what is happening
in Parliament. If people can be
present in the visitors' gallery
during zero hour, if the press is
allowed to remain there to re-
port, there is no reason why the
public should be deprived of
viewing the proceedings on tel-
evision.” According to Mr. Chat-
terjee, the practice is in vogue in
several parliamentary democra-
cies and it is time to implement
the idea here.

“ Several members raise very
important issues concerning
their  constituencies.  Why
should the people be deprived
of viewing their MPs and see for
themselves how they perform,”
he asked. Mr. Chatterjee has
constituted the Business Advi-
sory Committee for the Lok
Sabha, which is expected to
meet on July 6.
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‘Najma

New Delhi/[%&{v?},

" 16 JUNE

NION home  minister
l , Shivraj Patil, Rajya Sabha
deputy chairperson Naj-
ma Heptullah, Reliance group
vice-chairman Anil Ambani, for-
mer Union ministers M.M. Joshi
and Yashwant Sinha, BIP chief
Venkaiah Naidu and film star
Jaya Bachchan were among the
35 candidates 10 have filed their
nominations on Wednesday —
the penultimate day for filing of
Rajya Sabha papers.

Other prominent ones to
file their papers in Punjab,
Haryana, Tamil Nadu, Kar-
nataka, Bihar, Uttaranchal,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharash-
tra and Uttar Pradesh were
Union ministers Oscar Fer-
nandes and Anbumani, Con-
gress leaders Ambika Soni
and Captain Satish Sharma,

former Union  minister
Chhattrapal Singh, BJP leader
Pyarelal Khandelwal and

industrialist Lalit Suri. Mr
Patil, who lost the Lok Sabha
polls from Latur in Maharash-
tra, filed his papers for the
Upper House at the Vidhan
Bhavan in Mumbai for the
elections slated for June 28.
He was accompanied by chief

&ﬁ}

minister Sushilkumar Shinde
and MPCC chief Ranjit Desh-
mukh. Senior Congress leader
Vijay Darda also filed his
nomination papers in Mum-
bai for his second term in the
Rajya Sabha. Mr Anil
Ambani, Mr Joshi and Ms
Jaya Bachchan were among
the nine candidates to file
their papers in Uttar Pradesh.

Mr Ambani, contesting as
an Independent, is being sup-
ported by Samajwadi Party

I
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Paper Caper: Najma and Jaya file their nominations. — AP

and the RLD, while Mr Suri is
being supported by BJP. Ms
Jaya Bachchan, along with
Bhagwati Singh, Ram Narain
Sahu, Nand Kishore and
Kamal Akhtar filed their
papers as SP candidates. Mr
Shourie filed his papers as the
BJP nominee. Mr Naidu, who
is seeking re-election to the

No RS seat
for Yechury

Our Political Bureau
" NEW DELHI 16 JUNE

AFTER the CPM's central leader
ship turned down politburc
member  Sitaram  Yechury™s
name for Rajya Sabha, the party
nominated  state  secretariat
member P Madhu as its candi-
date from Andhra Pradesh.

The CPM’s Andhra Pradesh
unit had recommended Mr
Yechury’s name, but the central
leadership was not keen on spar-
ing him from organisational par-
ty work, sources said.

The politburo members feh
that there was already a skeleton
party staff working on party af-
fairs at the national level and de-
voting more may disturb the or-
ganisational work.

Though Mr Yechury has said
he was not in the race, it is un-
derstood that the state commit-
tee’s proposal was rejected be-
cause the party does not see M1
Yechury’s presence in Parlia-

Upper House, filed his  ment broadening its party basc
papers from Karnataka, in the state since he has beé
where Oscar Fernandes also - away from his home state f6r tht
filed his papers. — PTI . pastseveral years. /
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Parliament adogts

motion of thanks

. L] k\
House adjourned sine

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, June 10

THE GOVERNMENT and the
Opposition on  Thursday
reached a deal to let Parlia-
ment adopt a motion thanking
President Abdul Kalam for his
address to the joint sitting of
both Houses, but without
speeches or debate.

Both Houses were later ad-
journed sine die, bringing to
an end the new Parliament’s
first nine-day session.

The Budget session, which
is likely to begin this month-
end or the first week of July,
comes next. The ruling
benches  proposed that
Leader of the House Pranab
Mukherjee and Leader of Op-
position L.K. Advani should
give their speeches before the
motion was adopted.

The Opposition stuck to its
demand for the removal of
“tainted Ministers”, saying it
would not let Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh or any oth-
er leader speak.

Both sides agreed to allow
Parliament complete the for-
mality of adopting the motion
of thanks, but without any
speeches or debate.

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh then said: “Ilearn there
is understanding on both
sides that the motion be put to
vote straightaway and passed
unanimously.”

In the Lok Sabha, Speaker
Somnath Chatterjee appealed
for calm. The Opposition kept
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Manmohan Singh

RJD members led by Ram
Kripal Yadav said the Opposi-
tion members had no moral
right to raise the issue as
many of them were also
chargesheeted.

In the Rajya Sabha, Chair-
man Bhairon Singh Shekha-
wat asked members to intro-
spect how to resolve conflicts
and overcome “situations of
obstructions and interrupti-
ons”. He said, “Let us through
dialogue, mutual trust and un-
derstanding find ways for
(the) smooth functioning of
the House without having the
need for interruptions or ad-
journments.” Shekhawat rem-
inded members that they had
an obligation to strengthen
democracy and uphold digni-
ty of the House

Bidding farewell to 61 mem-
bers, he lamented that the nor-
mal business of discussion on
the President’s address could
not take place.

“I do hope the heat of sum-
mer will be over soon and by
the time we meet again in the

shouting slogans against monsoon session, the environ-
“tainted ministers” till the ment will be pleasant and full
motion was taken up. of harmony,” he said.



Court vacates stay on

9WRaiya Sabh

@ Election of candidates

1))

polls
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from outside

- their States will be subject to final orders

By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, JUNE 9. The Supreme
Court today cleared the decks
for the Election Commission to
hold elections to the Rajya Sab-
ha for filling 65 vacancies from
14 States by vacating the inter-
im order passed on June 4. The
order had restrained the Com-
mission from proceeding fur-
ther with the conduct of the
elections.

The Court, however, made it
clear that the election of candi-
dates who contest from the

* State to which they do not be-

long would be subject to its fi-
nal orders on the petitions filed
by former MPs Kuldip Nayar
and Inder Jit, challenging
amendments made to the Rep-
resentation of the People Act,
dispensing with the domicile
requirement and introducing
the open ballot system.

A vacation Bench, compris-
ing Justice K.G. Balakrishnan
and Justice P. Venkatarama
Reddi, said that in view of the
stay granted earlier, the Com-
mission could not take any fur-
ther action pursuant to "the
notification issued on June 4.
“It is open to the Commission
to revise the election schedule,
if necessary, and proceed with
the election,” it added.

The Bench said: “We have
considered the broad aspect of
the matter and having regard to
the contentions advanced in
these cases, the petitions filed
by Mr. Kuldip Nayar and Mr.
Inder Jit require detailed con-
sideration and [the] writ pet-
itions are accordingly admitted.
However, we do not think that
it is just and proper that the in-
terim stay should continue. We
hereby vacate the interim stay.”

‘No compelling reason
to stop process’

The judges said: “As the Pres-
idential notification has already
been issued and the election
process has started, we do not
think that there are compelling
reasons to stop the election
nrocess at this stage; especially

1 view of the presumption of
constitutionality of the im-
pugned provisions.”

The judges said that “in the
event these petitions are al-
owved and the amended provi-
sions  are found to be
unconstitutional, we consider it

THE HINDU

expedient to give the following
directions to meet such contin-
gency: each candidate seeking
election for the Rajya Sabha in
the ensuing elections shall in-
dicate clearly in the nomina-
tion form the State in which he
is a resident and [the] serial
number and part number of the
electorat roll of the Assembly or
Parliamentary  constituency.
We are told that the nomina-
tion paper for election to the
Council of States in Form 2 C

- New schedule

By Our Legal
{ Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 9. Follow-
ing the Supreme Court or-
. der lifting the stay on the
| Rajya Sabha elections, the
| Election Commission to- |
! night announced a new |
schedule for the polls, !
which will be held on June !
28, if necessary. !
The last date for filing |
nominations is June 17. E
Scrutiny will be on June 18
and the last date for with-
| drawal is June 21. The en-
| tire process is to be
completed by June 30.

under Rule 4 (Conduct of Elec-
tion Rules) requires to state
these details.” ,

The election of the Members
of the Council of States is sub-
ject to the result of writ pet-
itions or orders that may be
passed at the time of the final
disposal of these petitions.

The FElection Commission
shall bring the contents of this
order to the notice of the candi-
dates seeking election, the
Bench said.

The Court issued the orders
after hearing the submissions
of the Attorney General, Milon
K. Banerjee, senior counsel Go-
pal Subramaniam for the Cen-
tre, S. Murlidhar for the
Election Commission, Rajinder
Sachar for Mr. Nayar and Fali S.
Nariman for Mr. Inder Jit.

The Bench virtually accepted
the suggestions of Mr. Nari-
man, who is also a Rajya Sabha
member, that all candidates in-
dicate , in their nomination
forms the State in which they
ordinarily resided and the elec-
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toral roll of the constituency in
which their name figured, and
the elections held would be
subject to the result of the final
orders to be passed by the
Court.

Mr. Nariman submitted that
in case the Court accepted the
plea of the petitioners that do-
Ing away with the domicile sta-
tus under the 2003 Amendment
Act was unconstitutional, then
those who got elected from a
State without being an ordinary
resident of that State would
lose their membership in the
House.

The Attorney General said
the Court must consider what
was in the public interest in a
democracy and the injury that
would be caused-by the non-
filling of 65 seats to the House.
He said what could be given in
a statute could be taken away
by the statute and the amended
Act did not in any way violate
the basic structure of the Con-
stitution.

Mr. Gopal Subramaniam
contended that the interim or-
der of June 4 was a clear infrin-
gement of Article 329 (b) of the
Constitution, which barred in-
terference by courts in any
election process after its com-
mencement.

He submitted that the qual-
ifications prescribed for a can-
didate did not impinge upon
federalism because the repre-
sentation of the State or territo-
ry was still undertaken on a
vote being cast by the electoral
college consisting of the elected
representatives of the people.
There was no endangerment to
the basic structure of the Con-
stitution as was contended by
the petitioners.

Mr. Murlidhar questioned
the bona fide of Mr. Nayar say-
ing the petitioner was a mem-
ber of the Rajya Sabha when the
amendment was passed in Au-
gust last and yet he took eight
months to challenge the same.
He said that two elections to
the Upper House had taken
place under the amended law,
one in September last and an-
other in March this year. How-
ever, the Court said that it
would not take into account the
bona fide of the petitioners
when questions of constitu-
tional validity were raised in
their petitions.

18 outsiders: Page 12



PQTA will be repealed: President
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By Harish, Khare

NEW DELHI, JUNE 7. In his Address
to the two Houses of Parlia-
ment, the President, A.P.J. Ab-
dul Kalam, today outlined the
Manmohan Singh Govern-
ment’s agenda for the next five
years. While a sharp departure
from the Vajpayee Govern-
ment’s political and social pol-
icies defines the Address, it
promises to carry forward the
process of economic reforms
but with a human face, “making
a billion people smile.”

The Address turns out to be
the first coherent statement of
purpose of the new Govern-
ment that came into power after
the elections to the 14th Lok
Sabha. It, predictably, borrows
copiously from the United Pro-
gressive  Alliance’s Common
Minimum Programme but it
takes care to pace the expecta-
tions, promising to find re-
sources for many of the
commitments only over the
next five years.

“It will be the sincere effort of
the Government to implement
the programme during the next
five years. However, the precise
content and phasing of the pro-
grammes will depend on both
the availability of resources and
the pace of improvement of the
absorptive capacity of various
sectors,” cautions the President.

The Address also stresses that
quest for “efficiency and equity”
will be undertaken “while main-
taining a high degree of fiscal
discipline.”

President Kalam, however,
asserts unambiguously that the
electorate have voted for a
change from the ways things
were being done the last six
years. According to him, it “is
indicative of people’s yearning
for inclusiveness — economic,
social and cultural — and their
rejection of the forces of divi-
siveness and intolerance. The
verdict is for establishing the
rule of law and repairing our
secular fabric.”

The President reiterates the
Manmohan Singh Govern-
ment’s commitment to do away
with the controversial Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act (POTA). It
asserts that “while there can be
no compromise on the fight
against terrorism,” the Govern-
ment believes that the existing
laws should be adequate.” Con-
sequently, it “proposes to repeal
POTA.” The Address does not
indicate any time frame for the
repeal.

The most inspired part of the
Address is the expression of
sensitivity on the “issue of af-

%(

® ‘Model law to deal with communal violence’

The President, A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, arrives to deliver his address to the joint session of Parliament on Monday. He is
accompanied by the Vice-President, Bhairon Singh Shekhawat, the Prime Minister, Manmohan Singh, the Speaker of the Lok
Sabha, Somnath Chatterjee, and the Parliamentary Affairs Minister, Ghulam Nabi Azad. — Photo: Shanker Chakravarty

firmative action, including res-
ervation in the private sector.”
It proposes that the Govern-
ment “will initiate a dialogue
with political parties, industry
and other bodies on how best
the private sector can fulfil the
aspirations of Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes.”

The President commits his
Government to fighting “the
forces of communalism,” which
manifested themselves in Guj-
arat. The Manmohan Singh
Government will undertake to
adopt a “model law to deal with
communal violence and en-
courage States to adopt it” as
part of its resolve “to promote

and maintain communal peace
and harmony so that minorities
feel completely secure.” It also
promises to examine the ques-
tion of giving constitutional sta-
tus to the Minorities
Commission.

Saffronisation to be
rolled back

On Ayodhya, the Address re-
iterates the UPA’s known posi-
tion: “Await the verdict of the
courts while encouraging nego-

tiations between parties. to the .

dispute for an amicable settle-
ment, which, in turn, must re-
ceive legal sanction.” In the
same vein, the President prom-

ises to roll back saffronisation of
the textbooks by taking steps
“to remove the communalisa-
tion of the school syllabus that
has taken place in recent years.”

The President also under-
takes to deepen the process of
cooperative federalism. The Ad-
dress promises a second Sarka-
ria Commission that will look at
Centre-State relations “in view
of the sea-changes that have
taken place in the polity and
economy of India” in the last 20
years. It says the Government
“will consider the demand for
the formation of a Telangana
state at an appropriate time af-
ter due consultations.”

A poem, a prayer

NEW DELHI, JUNE 7. The President A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam today departed from the prepared text
to recite a Tamil poem, a prayer to the Lord
to bless India with vision and make it an is-

land of peace.

Mr. Kalam added a prologue to the address
to the joint sitting of hoth Houses of Parlia-
ment by reciting a few lines from his poem,
an idea, which he said had struck him while

on his morning walk today.

my Lord?

Titled “The Vision”, it read:
“I climbed and climbed, where is the peak

I ploughed and ploughed, where is the

knowledge treasure, my Lord?

I sailed and sailed, where is the island of
peace, my Lord?

Almighty, bless my nation with vision,

sweat resulting in happiness!” — PTI

The Government undertakes
to “respect the letter and spirit
of Article 370 of the Constitu-
tion that accords a special sta-
tus to Jammu and Kashmir,’
besides promising to continuc
the dialogue process “with all
groups and with different shad-
es of opinion in Jammu and
Kashmir.” Similarly, the Gov-
ernment puts on record its de-
termination to “tackle
terrorism, militancy and insur-
gency in the northeast as a mat-
ter of urgent national priority.”

On foreign policy. the Ad-
dress promises “an independ-
ent foreign policy” as well as
continuation of the “dialogue
with Pakistan on all outstanding
issues” on a “sustained basis
within the framework of the
Shimla Agreement and all sub-
sequent agreements between
the two Governments, includ-
ing the Joint Statement of Janu-
ary 6, 2004.”

The foreign policy section re-
flects a subtle shift away from
the hitherto overdependence
on the United States.

The Address seems a collec-
tive effort of the alliance part-
ners in and out of the coalition
Government. It offers some-
thing to all, though not every
partner is likely to be satisfied

. with it completely.

Focus on agriculture,
reforms: Page 11
Editorial on Page 10
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JE SUPREME COURT'S interim stay of the no-

fication relating to the Rajya Sabha elections is

reflection of its transparent concern over a
strograde enactment — one that detracts from
1e federal character of the Constitution and the
urpose for which the Constituent Assembly
ashioned a second chamber of Parliament. If
he elections were to go ahead as scheduled, this
~vould be the first time biennial Rajva Sabha
sacancies would be filled without the so-called
domicile clause — the original stipulation in
Section 3 of the Representation of the People
Act, 1951 that “a person shall not be qualified to
be chosen as a representative of any State or
Union territory in the Council of States unless
he is an elector for a Parliamentary constituency
in that State or territory.” A condition laid down
by the electoral law for registration as a voter is
that the person should be “ordinarily resident in
a constituency.” In due course, practice made a
mockery of the domicile requirement through
subterfuge and faked compliance. Finding Rajya
Sabha seats for persons who did not belong to
the States or Union Territories they were sup-
posed to represent became increasingly com-
mon. Post-1989, the chief political reason for
accommodating such ‘outsiders’ has been the
need to compensate party persons who cannot
win, or have lost, Lok Sabha elections. Media
exposure of faked compliance and some legal
challenges rendered the domicile requirement
into something of a nuisance. Finally, in August
2003, it was done away with through an amend-
ment of Section 3 that replaced the words “...in
that State or territory” with “...in India.” Inter-
estingly, this fraud on the Constitution had the
support of the entire political class barring the
Left.

The petition challenging the amendment of
the Representation of the People Act, 1951 — on
the ground that it undermines the federal
scheme that is part of the “basic structure” of
the Constitution — has offered an opportunity
to look at the concept of the Rajya Sabha, the
circumstances of its creation, and what it repre-
sents. Going through the Constituent Assembly
debate on the question makes it clear that a
second chamber of the “Union of States” was
explicitly conceived to represent not the Union
but the “units”, that is, the States and Union
Territories. The whole Council of States scheme
was based on the election of representatives of
each State by the elected members of the Legis-
lative Assembly of that State “in accordance
with the system of proportional representation
by means of the single transferable vote.” The
allocation of seats broadly reflected the pop-
ulation of the units. A srnall exception was made
to this rule through a provision for the nomi-
nation by the President of 12 members having
special knowledge or practical experience in re-
spect of such matters as literature, science, art
and social service.

The framers of the Constitution had before
them several models of second chambers in ma-
jor Parliaments and also the highly unrepresen-
tative Council of State established under the
Government of India Act 0of 1919. The overriding
desire was to forge the social and political unity
of the country through a genuine system of di-
rect representation based on universal fran-
chise, one that would get rid of the colonial
baggage of separate, communal electorates and
undemocratic representation for propertied
and other special interests. Most of the founding
fathers wanted a second chamber that would
act as a check on hasty or ill-conceived legisla-
tion but had little patience with anything that
might act as a “clog in the wheel of progress.”
Various ideas and schemes for election and rep-
resentation in the second chamber came up be-
fore the Constituent Assembly, notably
proposals for functional representation, doing
away with nominations, reducing the member-
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UNDOING THE FRAUD

ship strength, and, most interestingly, equal rep-
resentation for every federal unit on the model
of the American Senate.

Eventually the dominant desire for national
unity and the federal realities of India struck a
balance that resulted in a bottom-line constitu-
tional federalism. This was expressed in the
crafting of a Council of States (renamed the Ra-
jya Sabha in August 1954) elected by a system of
proportional representation and mirroring the
political diversities and federal character of In-
dia and the complexion of the State Legislative
Assemblies. A membership ceiling of 250 is laid
down by the Constitution, which limits the num-
ber of representatives of the States and Union
Territories to 238; the actual allocation of 233
seats to be filled in by representatives of the
units is made in the Fourth Schedule. The Con-
stitution itself prescribes some qualifications for
Rajya Sabha membership, including Indian citi-
zenship and a minimum age of 30 years; and
authorises Parliament to prescribe other qual-
ifications by law. It was in keeping with the basic
constitutional scheme and the purpose of cre-
ating the Council of States that Parliament in
1951 prescribed, in the electoral law, the dom-
iciliary qualification. Permitting politicians un-
connected with a State or Union Territory to
masquerade as representatives of that unit and
offer themselves for election to the Rajya Sabha
is a violation of the basic structure of the Consti-
tution. Acknowledging this implicitly, the Na-
tional Commission to Review the Working of the
Constitution recommended in 2002: “In order to
maintain the basic federal character of the Rajya
Sabha, the domiciliary requirement for eligibility
to contest elections... from the concerned State
is essential.”

The domiciliary issue grabbed national atten-
tion in 1991 when T.N. Seshan, the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner, sought to disqualify
Manmohan Singh, Finance Minister in P.V. Na-
rasimha Rao’s Government, on the ground that
he did not “ordinarily reside” in Assam and
therefore did not fulfil the legal qualification for
Rajya Sabha membership. Among Rajya Sabha
notables who have been elected from States they
emphatically did not reside in: the BJP president,
Venkaiah Naidu (elected from Karnataka); the
former Union Minister, O. Rajagopal (elected as
a BJP representative from Madhya Pradesh); and
the Congress’ Kapil Sibal, Union Minister for
Science and Technology (elected from Bihar). It
is likely that this list of curiosities will grow, es-
pecially considering that Ministers who are not
members of either House have recently been
sworn in. In accordance with Article 329 of the
Constitution, the higher judiciary has tradition-
ally refrained from intervening in the election
process once it has formally begun. The extraor-
dinary step of staying the election would seem to
suggest that the Supreme Court recognises that
the issue is well joined between the proponents
of the view that the “basic structure” lens must
be applied to the domiciliary issue and those
who, for self-serving reasons, have changed the
electoral law and want it enforced regardless of
what the Constituent Assembly intended. How-
ever, an extended stay would leave more than 65
Rajya Sabha seats vacant, an unprecedented sit-
uation with serious constitutional implications.
If the arguments are heard in detail and the dele-
tion of the domiciliary requirement is found to
be against the basic structure of the Constitu-
tion, the 2003 amendment will no doubt be
struck down. But that would be time-consuming
and probably involve a hearing before a Consti-
tution Bench. The immediate challenge before
the apex court is to enable the Election Commis-
sion to fulfil its constitutional obligation of hold-
ing the Rajya Sabha elections in time — and find
a way to ensure that the residency requirement
intended by the Constitution-makers is hon-
oured in substance and in spirit.
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‘Court stays Rajya Sabha

polls over
N

HT Correspondenﬁ/ v
New Delhi, June 4
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THE SUPREME Court on Friday stayed
the by-elections to the 65 vacant Rajya
Sabha seats in response to a petition
questioning the amendments made to the
Representation of the People Act in 2003.

The amendments had dropped the re-
quirement that candidates contesting
for Rajya Sabha seats from a state be
domiciled there, and introduced an
open ballot system for the elections to
the Upper House.

The petition, filed by columnist
Kuldip Nayar in April, argued that the
amendments went against the basic
structure of the Constitution. The
Bench of Justices Ruma Pal and B.N.
Agrawal, in their interim order block-
ing the elections, made the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner party to the case
and gave the Election Commission the
right to move the apex court seeking a
vacation of the order. It adjourned the
hearing of the petition till June 14.

The Supreme Court rejected the Cen-
tre’s plea that the Bench, instead of
staying the election process, should
wait for the poll panel’s response. The
court said the EC’s notification of the
elections should not be published in the
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domicile law
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House tangle ¢|!

New law Before 2003, you could'
contest RS polis from a particular
state only if you could prove domicile.
Now you don’t have to do that

Legal point Govt or EC can argue
that the judiciary shouldn’t interfere
with poll process once it is in place

gazette if it hasn’t already heen made
official. It barred the EC from acting on
the notification if it has been published.

Nayar contends that the domicile
clause was one of the basic features of
the federal character of the Constitu-
tion. His petition also challenged the
amendment providing for an open bal-
lot system, brought in by the NDA gov-
ernment to curb cross-voting by MLAs.

Chittabrata for RS

The CPI(M) state secretariat today de-
cided to nominate Citu’s all-India gen-
eral secretary, Chittabrata Majumdar,
for the Rajya Sabha seat left vacant by
Pranab Mukherjee’s resignation. Mu-
kherjee won the Jangipur seat in the
Lok Sabha elections.
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NEW DELHI, June 4. — The Su-
preme Court (coram, Pai, Agrgwal,
JJ) today stayed the process sgt in
motion by the Election Commis-
sion to hold the next phase of bien-
nial elections to the Rajya Sabha.

The court order came on a peti-
tion filed by veteran journalist Kul-
dip Nayar, challenging a recent
amendment of the Representation
of the People Act 1951, deleting the
domicile requirement for candi-
dates contesting elections to the
Upper House from Article 84 of
the Constitution.

Prior to this amendment, a candi-
date contesting from a Rajya Sabha
seat in Punjab had to be a domicile
of Punjab. After this amendment,
the candidate could be from any-
where within the territory of India.
Even the Prime Minister, Dr Man-
mohan Singh, is a Rajya Sabha mem-
ber from Assam though he is a resi-
dent of Punjab. At least 56 Rajya Sa-
bha seats fall vacant between April
to July. Some 19 more seats become
vacant in the remaining months of
the year. At least three Cabinet min-
isters were expected to contest this
phase of the elections to fulfil the
constitutional requirement of being
a member of either house within six
months of becoming a minister.

“If the notification has not been
published, it shall not be published
and if it is published, it shall not be
given effect to,” the Court said. It al-
so issued notices in this regard to the
Election Commission. The order will
stand till 14 June when the Vacation
Bench next hears the matter. It will,

however, be open to the EC to seek
vacatjefi or modification of this or-

Our Legal Correspondent

S@ha polls

What it meuns for
the Big Two

NEW DELHI, June 4. — While the
Congress may have problems accomm-
odating its ministers in Rajya Sabha if
the residential ciause for Rajya Sabha
election is made mandatory, the BJP
would have its own share of problems as
its president Mr M Venkaiah Naidu, a
resident of Andhra Pradesh, may find it
difficult to get elected from Karnataka
this time. The Congress would have
problems with Mr PM Sayeed as there
is no Rajya Sabha representation from
Lakshadweep. The government can
either get him nominated or give him a
safe Lok Sabha seat. There won't be
problems in accommodating Mr Shivraj
Patil from Maharashtra and Mr Oscar
Fernandes from Karnataka as the
Congress will have at least one seat
each in both the states. If the residential
clause is made mandatory local feaders
would be happy since they would get a
chance of getting elected to the Rajya
Sabha instead of accommodating other
leaders from different states. The Bill
passed by the earlier government had
the support of the Congress as well, a
BJP leader said while pointing out the
consensus. — SNS

der. The court wondered how the
EC could have written to the Presi-
dent on 24 May seeking a notifica-
tion when the court had issued a no-
tice on the matter on 28 April.

Justitying the  order, the court
said: “If you go by the basic struc-
ture doctrine, this follows.”

Mr Nayar had also challenged
the amendment making the process
of balloting for the RS polls open.
Secret ballot is basic to our consti-
tutional structure, he had argued,



Speaker Somnath has

e taste

NEW DELHI, June 4. — The new-
ly-elected Speaker of the Lok Sabha,
Mr Somnath Chatterjee, had the
taste of the chair on the very first day
when he presided over the proceed-
ing of the House.

Immediately after the leaders in-
cluding the Prime Minister, Dr Man-
mohan Singh, the former Prime
Minister, Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee,
the Congress president, Mrs Sonia
Gandhi, and the leader of the Oppo-
sition, Mr L K Advani, had finished
eulogizing Mr Chatterjee, it was the
turn of Dr Manmohan Singh to in-
troduce his Council of Ministers to
the House.

Hardly had Dr Singh begun the
exercise, the leader of the Opposi-
tion Mr Advani was on his feet to
protest against the presence of the
tainted ministers in the government.
Members on the Opposition bench-
es joined Mr Advani and began rais-
ing slogans “dag mantri nahi chalega
nahi chalega.....”

There was silence on the treasury
benches occupied by the Congress
and the Left Members. The task to
defend the likes of the Railway Min-
ister Mr Laloo Yadav, Md Taslimud-
din, Mr Fatmi, Mr Prem Chand
Gupta and Mr Jaiprakash Yadav was
left to the RID members who coun-
tered the charges. As the din contin-
ued, the Speaker found himself in a
helpless situation even though the
Prime Minister Dr Singh continued
reading out the names of the minis-
ters. Mr Chatterjee adjourned the
House till Monday next.

The Prime Minister recalled the
day when he received his graduate
degree at the convocation some 50,
years ago by the father of Mr Chat-
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the chair

Mr Somnath Chatterjee being presented a bouqu

'

Y

et by secretary-general of the Lok Sabha

Mr GC Malhotra after he was elected Speaker. in New Dethi on Friday. — PT!

terjee who was the chief guest at the
convocation that year.

Mr Vajpayee did not miss the
touch of humour while praising Mr
Chatterjee.

“As a member of the House on the
Opposition benches, you have been
speaking much, but now that you are
in the Chair, you should change your
past habit and speak less”, Mr Vaj-
payee said. “4ap Bolpur se chunav jit
kar aye hain, par ab bolana kam pa-
dega”, Mr Vajpayee remarked.

£ 35

THE STATESH A

Role reversal

NEW DELHI, June 4 — It was a changed
scenario in the Rajya Sabha today with
flamboyant BJP leaders sitting silent in
Opposition benches and a spirit of joy
and enthusiasm evident among members
of the ruling combine. Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh will be the Leader of
the House and former Union Minister, Mr
Jaswant Singh, Leader of the Opposition,
according to an announcement by the
Chairman. — PTI
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F literally a baptism by fire. Anointed as
the Lok Sabha Speaker, ina rare dis-

play of unity and camaraderie among the
political class, he got a taste of the bitterness
that has come to mark relations between
the Treasury and the Opposition Benches.

The House was thrown into turmoil as
soon as leader of Opposition L. K. Advani
got up to make his point about the inclu-
sion of “tainted” politicians in the Union
council of ministers. The BJP veteran had
timed his intervention well in advance,
having secured the Speaker’s permission to
speak just before Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh's mandatory introduction of his
ministers before the House.

Going by the storm of protests that Mr
Advani’s remarks drew from the Treasury
Benches, the CPM veteran is in for difficult
days ahead. With the two sides bracing up
[or a showdown on the issue, Mr Chatter-
jee will have to use all his skills and cxperi-
ence Lo ensure that the proceedings of the
House arc not derailed.

Mr Advani, in his remarks, said while the
Prime Minister had the prerogative to select
his ministers, never before in the past had
persons with criminal background been in-
ducted in the Union government. His com-
ment triggered a wave of protest from the
Benches earmarked for the ruling side. The
newly-elected Speaker's attempts to have a
semblance of order in the House fell on deaf
cars as Mr Advani was not allowed to
speak.The Opposition MPs countered by
raising slogans Daagi Mantri Hatae, Desh
bachao (remove the tainted ministers and
save the nation).

Amidst noisy interruption, Mr Advani
continued, observing that he was happy
that a person of clean image had occupied
the Prime Minister’s chair, but many were
disappointed over the constitution of the
Cabinet. Not only were the Opposition par-
lies unhappy, even the parties supporting
the UPA government had not exactly wel-
comed the induction of “tainted persons” in
the Cabinet.

He cited Wednesday’s protest march
overtheissue, in which over 200 NDA MPs
had walked up to the Rashtrapati Bhavan
to submit a memorandum to President
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam against the inclusion of
tainted persons in the Union council of
ministers. “It was an established conven-
tion that persons with criminal background
should not be included in the Cabinet,” the
leader of Opposition pointed out.

ur Political Bureau

~Advani trains guns
on tainted

inisters

er Barrage On Debut

. o

RID Goes On
Front Foot

New Delhi
4 JUNE

S NDA mounted onslaught against

the UPA government over inclusion
of tainted persons in the ministry, RID, a
key ally in the ruling coalition, launched a
counter-attack on Friday releasing a list of
78 leaders of the BJP-led coalition, includ-
ing L.K. Advani and M.M. Joshi, facing
various court cases.

RJD’s deputy leader in the Lok Sabha
Devendra Prasad Yadav asserted here that
his party had “concrete evidence” against
the NDA leaders on their charges and was
ready to defend the accusations. The list
incidentally includes some Samajwadi
Party leaders, but Mr Yadav evaded a di-
rect reply when asked about it.

Empbhasising that no accused is guilty
till a court establishes so, Mr Yadav, who
was clected as deputy leader of the party
on Friday, said: “The issue raised by NDA
over so-called tainted ministersis baseless,
concocted and politically-motivated.”

He attacked his former “sodalist” col-
leagues George Fernandes and Sharad Ya-
dav for joining BJPin the campaign, alleg-
ing the Lohiawadis (followers of Ram
Manohar Lohia’s principles) had turned
saffron and become feel-good and Shining
India people.” Particularly targeting Mr
Sharad Yadav over Gujarat riots issue, Mr
Devendra Yadav alleged “he remained
silent even as humanity was being killed
in Gujarat.” —PTI

Mhe Economtic Times




The Economic Times

HouspCaprain: Somnath Chatterjee and wife Renu arrive at the

/

‘LS Welk

Parliament House in New Dethi on Friday. — PTI

-comes

Red Speaker

QOur Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 4 JUNE

PM leader Somnath Chat-

terjee was  on Friday

unanimously elected
Speaker of the Lok Sabha. He is
the first Communist feader (o be-
come Speaker. The candidarure
of Mr Chatterjee, a 10-time
member of Parliament, was pro-
posed both by the ruling side as
wellas the Opposition. Soon after
his election, Mr
Chatterjee was &
escorted from the front benches
to the Speaker’s chair by Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh and
leader of the Opposition, LK. Ad-
vani, toa standing ovation,

Felicitating Mr Chatterjee, Dr
Singh emphasised the need “to
recapture the high noon of ideal-
ism, which inspired our freedom
struggle.”

Extending “fullest coopera-
tion” of UPA and the Congress, Dr
Singh said his government was
commiited to taking the nation
forward as “modern, progressive,
open, secular and liberal democ-
racy and a just society.”

Mr Advani used the accasion

tadrive home the point that ideo-
fogical ditferences should not be
allowed to conte in the way of
constructive parliamentary activ-
fties. “The Oppaosition and the
government can have different
ideologies, but on some issues,
we can speak in one voice,” he
said. He said it was the Speaker's
duty to ensure that the “Oppaosi-
tion has its way since the govern-
ment will always have its say.”

Extending his best wishes, Mr
Vajpavee  said
Mr Chattegee
had now risen from being an ho-
nourable member 1o occupy the
covered Speaker's chair. He said
inamulti-party House, there was
increasing need for the Speaker
to guide the House properly
without taking partisan attitude.
The former Prime Minister re-
gretted that for some time now,
the House was witnessing sonie
undesirable tendencies which
needtobe nipped in the bud.

He hoped Mr Chatierjee
would conduct the procecdings
in such a manoer that members
don't feel the need to troop into
the Well of the House 10 express
their grievances.
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/ SOMNATH PRO-TEM SPEAKER

Quiet start
“for 14th LS

S\

NEW DELHI, June 2. — The 14th
Lok Sabha got off to a quiet start
today with few shouts of joy or
sparring matches between rival
parties as MPs began taking oath.

Among those who took oath first
were defence minister Mr Pranab
Mukherjee, Opposition leader Mr
LK Advani, former Prime Minister
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee and Cong-
ress president Mrs Sonia Gandhi.
Mr Somnath Chatterjee was sworn
in as the pro-tem Speaker.

Mr Chatterjee asked the MPs to
come up to the expectations of the
voters and work to strengthen
democracy. A panel of chairper-
sons — Mr Manabendra Shah, Mr
Giridhar Gamang and Mr Baba-
saheb Vikhe Patil — to administer
the oath was announced.

Compared with the exuberance
of the previous House, this Lok
Sabha, which saw a change of role
for the two leading political allian-
ces, began quietly. Dr Manmohan
Singh shook hands with his prede-
cessor Mr Vajpayee.

Cabinet ministers such as Mr
Laloo Prasad Yadav, Mr Sharad
Pawar, Mr TR Balu, Mr Gulam
Nabi Azad and Mr Pranab
Mukherjee sat in front as did Mrs

THE STATESMAN

Sonia Gal k)i. As seats were not
allotted individual members,
several senjior ministers sat at the
back. They included Mr Arjun
Singh, Mr Sunil Dutt and Mr Ram
Vilas Paswan. The Opposition
front benches were occupied by Mr
Advani and former Union minis-
ters Mr Ananth Kumar and Maj-
Gen (retd) BC Khanduri.

As members of the Lok Sabha
took oath (Mr P Chidambaram
took his oath in Tamil and Mr PR
Das Munshi in Bengali), quite a few
senior leaders began trickling out.
By just after noon, a lot of people
had left, including Dr Singh, Mr
Vajpayee and Mrs Gandhi. Mr
Chatterjee had to request the mem-
bers to be present in the House
when their colleagues took oath.

Mr Sachin Pilot and Mr
Manvendra Singh were among the
handful of members who donned
colourful turbans. What caught the
eye most was a pink cap (with two
ribbons) worn by the RID’s Mr
MAA Fatmi. The young MPs of
the UPA — including Mr Jitin
Prasad, Mr Milind Deora, Mr
Navin Jindal and Mr Pilot — sat
together as did many of the film
stars — Dharmendra, Vinod
Khanna and Jaya Prada. Mr Rahul
Gandhi, sitting just behind his
mother, drew curious looks.
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Budg t { Monsoon sessions may be combmed

By Our Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI, JUNE 2. The 14th Lok
Sabha met for the first time to-
day and as many as 376 mem-
bers took the oath under the
supervision of the pro tem
Speaker, Somnath Chatterjee,
who had been sworn in by the
President, A.P.J. Abdul Kalam,
at Rashtrapati Bhavan before
the House met.

Beginning with the National
Anthem, a minute’s silence to
mark the solemnity of the occa-
sion and a call by Mr. Chatterjee
to strengthen parliamentary de-
mocracy, the House got down
to business without much ado.

After the panel of pro tem
Speakers — Balasaheb Vikhe-
Patil, Giridhar Gamang and
Manvendra Shah — took the
oath, Mr. Chatterjee announced
the roll call by which members
would make the affirmation.

The first to take the oath was
the Leader of the House, Pranab
Mukherjee, followed by the
Leader of the Opposition, L. K.
Advani, the former Prime Min-
ister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, and
the chairperson of the Congress
Parliamentary Party, Sonia
Gandhi. Thereafter, it was the
turn of the Council of Ministers
who had been elected to the
House, after which members
were called to the well of the
House as per the alphabetical
order of the States.

The exercise will continue on
Thursday.

As soon as he arrived, the
Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh, went up to Mr. Vajpayee
and greeted him and Mr. Advani
before moving towards Ms.
Gandhi who rose to greet him.

The Petroleum Minister, Ma-
ni Shankar Aiyar, caused a bit of
a stir in the Congress benches
when he touched the feet of Mr.
Vajpayee after taking the oath.

The linguistic diversity of the
House was in full flow with

many a member ~ including.

several from the Council of
Ministers — opting to take the
"oath in their respective lan-
guages.

Prominent among the Minis-
ters who took the oath in Tamil
were P. Chidambaram, Mr. Ai-
yar, Dayanidhi Maran and T.R.
Baalu,

While Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi
| took the oath in Bengali, K.

Chandrasekhar Rao made his
afﬁrmaM Telugu, Shibu

Soren in Santhali and E. Aha-
mad in Malayalam.

The Budget and the Monsopn
sessions of Parliament are likely
to be clubbed, though no dates
have been fixed. According to
the Parliamentary Affairs Minis-
ter, Ghulam Nabi Azad, the ex-
act schedule for the
presentation of the Union Bud-
get, recess to enable the Stand-
ing Committees to examine the
budget proposals and discus-
sion and voting on the Finance
Bill will be decided in consulta-
tion with the yet-to-be-elected
Speaker of the Lok Sabha.

Interacting with newspersons
after the inaugural session of
the 14th Lok Sabha, Mr. Azad
said that the process of setting
up the Standing Committees for
the various Ministries would
commence after the new Speak-
er assumed office.

The Minister appeared confi-
dent over the unanimous elec-
tion of Mr. Chatterjee as the Lok
Sabha Speaker. Mr. Chatterjee’s
candidature was likely to be
proposed by the Prime Minister
and seconded by the Leader of
the Oppositior.. The situation
would become clear before
noon tomorrow, the deadline
for filing of nomination papers.
Plans are under way to file sev-
eral sets of nomination papers

Sonia sits in front row

with all major parties proposing
and seconding his name; signif-
icantly, the first set of papers for
Mr. Chatterjee were from the
Samajwadi Party.

Deputy Speaker’s post

Mr. Azad said that the elec-
tion of the Deputy Speaker
would take place separately. He
dismissed reports that the Con-
gress was ready to offer the post
of Deputy Chairperson of the
Rajya Sabha to the Bahujan Sa-
maj Party leader, Mayawati.
“There is no vacancy there;
when the vacancy arises we will
see what is to be done.” He had
recently called on Ms. Mayawati
to support Mr. Chatterjee for
the Speaker’s post. Nothing else
was discussed, he stated
emphatically.

Apparently, the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party and its allies have not
yet finalised their candidate for
the Deputy Speaker’s post, a po-
sition already offered by the
Congress and its allies to the
National Democratic Alliance. A
senior BJP leader told The
Hindu that Satya Narayan Jati-
ya, MP from Ujjain in Madhya
Pradesh, and Charanjit Singh
Atwal, Akali Dal MP from Phil-
laur in Punjab, were being cons:
sidered for the post.

Photographs on Page 11

next to Ministers

By Anita Joshua

NEW DELHI, JUNE 2. The Congress president, Sonia Gandhi, re-
mained the focus of attention for the hour-and-a-quarter she
spent in the Lok Sabha today.

Ms. Gandhi took a seat in the front row adjacent to the
block reserved for Ministers. Within seconds of her arrival to a
round of applause, members from the Congress and its allies
gathered to greet her. Even the Bahujan Samaj Party leader,
Mayawati, who is not part of the ruling United Progressive
Alliance, went up to Ms. Gandhi.

In view of the numerous theories about which seat would
be allotted to Ms. Gandhi, the Parliamentary Affairs Minister,
Ghulam Nabi Azad, clarified later that it was a decision left to
the parties. “Specific seats are allocated only for the Prime
Minister and the Leader of the Opposition. All we do is allot
blocks to parties. It is up to the political parties to decide
where to seat their leaders and members.”

It was still too early for parties to allot seats for members, he
said. “This session will have only a loose arrangement wherein
the ruling party and its allies will be seated to the right of the
Speaker’s podium, and the Opposition parties to its left. The
final seating arrangement will be ready in time for the next
session.” As chairperson of the United Progressive Alliance
and Leader of the Opposition in the 13th Lok Sabha, Ms.
Gandhi is a natural choice for a front row seat.
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ORMER deputy prime
F minister LK. Advani was

elected the BJP parliamen-
tary party leader in the Lok Sab-
ha on Tuesday, a post he had held
earlier  during PV
Narasimha Rao’s tenure as
Prime Minister. His first
stint as the parliamentary
party leader saw the BJP
acquiring an aggressive
face, which never failed to
let go off an opportunity to
put the government of the
day on the mat on issues of
national importance.

After having been un-
ceremoniously dumped
by the electorate, the BJP
will be looking to the 77-
year-old leader once again
to guide it out of the fa-
tigue generated by the
electoral verdict.

In his new role, Mr Ad-
vani will have the full
backing of former Prime

Dwelling on the reasons for
the party’s unexpected defeat in
the Lok Sabha elections, Mr Vaj-
payee, in his first comments after
the declaration of the verdict, felt
‘complacency’ and ‘overconfi-
dence’ could be the contributory
factors. In the process, the role of

TocerHEr THEY FeLL: A.B. Vajpayee and
LK, Advani at a meeting of the BIP
Parliamentary Party in New Delhi

Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, who has been
made the chairman of the

parliamentary party — a

new post, which has been
created specifically for the BJP
veteran by amending the party
constitution.

Even though he'll hold a large-
ly ceremonial job, Mr Vajpayee
will be called upon to articulate
the party’s viewpoint on special
occasions. The newly-elected
members of the Lok Sabha can
look forward to his forceful,
statesmanlike interventions, in
his inimitable oratorical style,
during those occasions.

on Tuesday. — AFP

another important slogan raised
by the BJP during the campaign
Vajpayee-versus-question
mark — was called into question
by the former Prime Minister.
“Lehar banane wale lehron me bah
gaye, (those responsible for mak-
ing waves were themselves
swept away by the waves),” he
said on a lighter note.

“While in the battlefield the
enemy isalways identified, it was
not so in this case,” he said.
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& eader of Opposition

BJP kicks off
process to
strengthen

organisation

Our Political Bureau

NEW DELHI T JUNE

THE BJP on Tuesday kicked o
the process to strengthen its or
ganisational apparatus.

The party on Tuesday appoint-
ed office-bearers of the parlia-
mentary party.

While former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee was made
chairman, L.K. Advani was elect-
ed as leader of the Opposition in
the Lok Sabha, with former fi-
nance minister Jaswant Singt
occupying the slot in the Rajy:
Sabha. V.K. Malhotra will be th:
party’s deputy leader in the Lol
Sabha and Sushma Swaraj hi
counterpart in the Rajya Sabha.

Former roads and nationa
highways minister, Maj Ger
(Retd) B.C. Khanduri has been
appointed as the party’s chief
whip in the Lok Sabha . Santosh
Gangwar and Rambaksh Varma
are the new parliamentary party
secretaries while G.M. Siddhesh-
war will be its treasurer.

The BJPissettogoin foran or-
ganisational shake-up too, with
former Jharkhand chief minister
Babulal Marandi, the lone BJP
winner from the state, former Ut-
tar Pradesh chief minister Kalyan
Singh and former Union minister
Satyanarain Jatiya likely tobe ap- :
pointed as vice-presidents. /
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HE NDA today in-

dicated that it may

field a candidate for

the post of Lok
Sabha Speaker to take on CPI
(M) Veteran Somnath Chat-
terjee with some alliance con-
stituents favouring Nationalist
Tiihamool Congress leader
PA.Sangma.

. 'NDA convenor George
Fernandes told a press confer-
ence here that the Opposition
patties have not so far been
consulted on the issue of
speakership and that the
choice for the post was unlikely
tobe unanimous. .

“Appointing anybodyas the
Lok Sabha Speaker without
consulting the Opposition has
never happened till now. We
were not consulted on the issue
and some of our constituents
are favouring PA. Sangma for
the post. Therefore election is

9&/

ids for 1SS

Former defence minister George Fernandes at a press meet
at the JD(U) head office In Delhi on Sunday. Ravi Batra

likely,” he said.

Last week, BJP president
Venkaiah Naidu had also
hinted that NDA might oppose
Chatterjee for the post of the
Speaker.

Meanwhile, NDA con-
venor and JD(U) leader

George Fernandes today de-
manded a speedy and time-
bound inquity into the coffin
scam in which there were alle-
gations of corruption against
him and the previous NDA
government. “I would like to
be the first one to demand an

peaker

immediate and speedy €nquiry
into the ‘specific’ matter of the
purchase of reuseable caskets
by the Army headquarters.
The enquity should not take
too much time, say two weeks,
since the material is easily
available with the Army head-
quarters, and it will not be a
cumbersome task to establish
whether I or anyone else has
made illegal money out of this
stalled procurement,” Fernan-
des said in a letter to Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh.

Referring to a media re-
port that senior government
and Army -officials were
queueing up before Congress
President Sonia Gandhi and
advising her on matters of na-
tional security “to get promo-
tions and plum posts”, Fer-
nandes said the new
government should take im-
mediate action against such
officers, who were allegedly
leaking official secrets to the
MP (Sonia Gandhi).

NDIAN FxpREe:, 44 MAY 700
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e We were not consulted on
“5\\§peaker s choice, says Fernandes

By Gargi Parsai

NEW DELHI, MAY 30.The National Democratic
Alliance will meet here on Tuesday on the
eve of the Parliament session to discuss its
floor strategy.

It is possible that the NDA may challenge
the ruling United Progressive Alliance’s
candidature of the veteran Communist Par-
ty of India (Marxist) parliamentarian, Som-
nath Chatterjee, as the Lok Sabha Speaker,
on the ground that the Opposition was not
consulted “as is the norm.”

Asked about this here today, the NDA
Convener and Janata Dal (United) presi-
dent, George Fernandes, said, “The Speaker
is always decided after mutual discussions.
The convention is to consult the opposition
but for first time we’'ve seen that this was
not done.”

On speculation that the Opposition
might field the Nationalist Trinamool Con-
gress leader and former Speaker, P.A. Sang-
ma, Mr. Fernandes said it had not been
discussed in the NDA so far.

On the possible candidate for the post of

L
Deputy Speaker, he said it was normallyi
held by the Opposition but on this too there [
had been no talks. 1

Asked about this, the BJP spokesman,
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, told The Hindu
that the BJP Parliamentary Party meeting
on Tuesday would decide whether there
should be a contest for the Speaker’s post.

He too said that the UPA had not consult-
ed the Opposition on the issue.

Fernandes for speedy probe;
Tape genuine, says Sibal: Page 11



DMK, LEFT, SP NOT TO JOIN GOVERNMENT

- Friendly fire hits

<Congre

May 12. — The Congress’ government-
formation ambitions received major jolts
a day before election results are declared.
The party was told by Samajwadi Party
supremo, Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav, the
DMK and the Left that they wouldn’t like
to join -a non-NDA government, but
would support it from outside.

For the Left and the DMK, the issue of
Mrs Sonia Gandhi’s leadership is an irri-
tant, sources said. For the SP, the reserva-

tions run deeper, a senior non-Congress,’

non-NDA leader said. He said the SP is
still “assessing” the pluses and minuses of
supporting the NDA in case the coalition
falls short.

These views were conveyed in the
course of parleys held by non-NDA lead-
ers in Delhi today. Mr Harkishen Singh
Surjeet was the most active of these lead-
ers. The Congress leader, Mr Jaipal Red-
dy, and Mr Yadav met Mr Surjeet.

Congress sources said that the party
leadership has been “taken aback” by the
statements from the DMK and by what
Mr Yadav told Mr Surjeet. Mr Surjeet
was asked by the Congress leadership to
persuade Mr Yadav to change his mind,
but SP sources said the party chief stuck
to his guns. Mr Surjeet was also reques-
ted by Mr Jaipal Reddy to persuade Mr
Karunanidhi to change his mind about
not joining a Congress-led government.

THE ST TESMAN
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Sources said the CPI-M leader wasn’t
very sure that he could change the DMK
chief’s stance. With the Left too taking
that line, Congress leaders say they can
depend only on Mr Laloo Yadav and Mr
Ram Vilas Paswan for full support.

Congress strategists said later in the day
that they are “not sure” about Mr Sharad
Pawar at the moment either. The Congress
will also have to consider the Left parties’
demand for a “common minimum pro-
gramme” before the latter extends their
support. Some Congress leaders are “ap-
prehensive” about what this may entail.

Mr Chandra Shekhar met Mrs Sonia
Gandbhi this evening and extended sup-
port to her. The former Prime Minister
also met Mr VP Singh and CPI leaders
Mr AB Bardhan and Mr D Raja.

More reports on page 4
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KEY PLAYERS: Mr Mulayam Yadav, Mr M Karunanidhi and Mr HS Surjeet

Laloo for Sonia

PATNA, May 12. — A day
before the declaration of the
Lok Sabha results, Mr Laloo
Prasad Yadav today upped
the stakes for the formation of
a non-NDA “secular” govern-
ment, reiterating his prefere-
nce for Mrs Sonia Gandhi as
putative Prime Minister in
colourful language and going
soft on Mr Mulayam Singh
Yadav. “This is an era of wo-
men’s empowerment... if the
queen (Sonia) says no, only
then secular forces should sit
together and decide (on an
alternative),” Mr Yadav told
The Statesman. — SNS
Details on page 5
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ﬁThe making of coalitions

By K.K. Katyal
The temptation to install minority governments

with the help of “outside support” from major
parties should be resisted.

O SAY that coalitions have
come to stay is to stress the
obvious. Since 1996, no sin-
gle party has secured a ma-
jority in the Lok Sabha, with the
largest single group a long way from

the halfway mark. This trend is cer-

tain to continue in the present elec-
tions, even though the predictions by
polisters about the relative strength
of rival political formaticns may not
come true. The Lok Sabha, after all,
reflects the state of politics outside,
which has tended to move towards
fragmentation rather than consolida-
tion.

There is nothing wrong or oppor-
tunistic or unethical about coali-
tions, accommodating as they do the
aspirations of various sections of this
land of vast diversities in a single
power sharing mechanism. More im-
portant, coalitions are in tune with
the spirit of the federal polity.

What about our experience with
the working of coalitions in the last
eight years and, earlier during the 18-
month spell from 1989 onward? Far
from satisfactory, at times, messy.
We accepted the inevitability of pow-
er-sharing but miserably failed when
it came to imbibing the coalition
dharma or the coalition culture.

Whether it was the V.P. Singh Gov-
ernment in 1989-90 or the Chandra
Shekhar-headed set-up in the follow-
ing months, or the fall of the two
United Front Governments in quick
succession in 1996-97 or the sudden
end of the first Vajpayee Government
two years later, this failure stood out.
True, the second Vajpayee coalition
could have completed its tenure had
the elections not been advanced but
the equations between the BJP and
the smaller allies were not always
smooth. Towards the end there was
the exodus of eight groups from the
NDA, with some of them leaving well
before the elections were an-
nounced. Then there was that oft-
quoted lament by the Prime Minis-
ter, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, on the
unwieldy nature of the coalition —
“My worry now is, if we are again
saddled with a 22-party coalition,
such a situation is better avoided.”

Some of the problems faced by the
coalition governments arose out of
systemic deficiencies, others out of
the clash of personalities and of am-
bitions. From the way the forecasts of
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a hung Lok Sabha have set off a flurry
of statements on the likely scenarios
after the end of polling later this
month, it is clear that no lessons have
been learnt from the past.

Attention needs to be drawn to an
interesting feature, which does not
look like changing. There is no scope
for the politics of extremes in the
making of coalitions, which have to
be either centre-left or centre-right.
The United Front Governments fall
in the first category, the BJP-led com-
bine in the second. The BJP had to
tone down its extreme positions and
agree to shelve some of its pet pro-
jects — Hindutva, demand for a uni-
form civil code and for the repeal of
Article 370 of the Constitution (on
the special status for Jammu and
Kashmir) — so as to be acceptable to
its partners. That individual Minis-
ters, belonging to the BJP, continued
to push its agenda — like saffronisa-
tion of education by the Human Re-
source Development Minister, Murli
Manohar Joshi — is another story.

Similarly, inclusion of the Com-
munist Party of India in the United
Front Government or the support of
the CPI(Marxist) from outside did
not give a pronouncedly Left orien-
tation to their policies, though it did
check a tilt towards the Right. In the
next round too, there will be no es-
cape from moderation of extreme
positions, whether the present ruling
combine, with the inclusion of new
allies, assumes office again or its
place is taken either by a Congress-
led alliance or a third front.

It will be useful for the political
elite to learn lessons from the past
and make conscious efforts to avoid
the pitfalls that wrecked earlier coali-
tions. This, in particular, will mean
resisting the temptation of installing
minority governments with the help
of “outside support” of major parties.
There were at least five such minority
governments that came to grief. One,
the V.P. Singh Government backed
from outside by the BJP, on the one
side, and Left parties, on the other.
The President of the day, R. Venkat-
araman, however, was not influen-
ced by the announcements of
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“outside support.” Mr. Singh was in-
vited to form the government in his
capacity as the leader of the second
largest party, after the Congress, the
largest party, chose not to stake its
claim for forming the government.
However, the BJP-Left backing was a
material factor, and when the BJP
changed its mind, the collapse of the
Government could not be prevented.
Worse was the fate of the Govern-
ment by Mr. Chandra Shekhar, the
head of a breakaway group of the Ja-
nata Dal, with the support of Rajiv
Gandhi's Congress. This was a highly
lop-sided arrangement and the Pres-
ident was keen to ensure a measure
of stability. He asked Mr. Gandhi
whether his support would continue
at least for one year and was told:
“Why one year, it may extend to the
life of Parliament”. As a matter of fact
it lasted some four months. The third
minority government — by Mr. Vaj-
payee, as leader of the BJP — was in
office for just 13 days. The BJP, at that
point of time did not get the support
of others, thus failing to cash in on its
advantage as the largest single party.

None of the next two governments
by the United Front, propped up by
the Congress, could complete one
year. The first headed by H.D. Deve
Gowda collapsed when the then
leader of the outside supporter, Sit-
aram Kesri, developed personal am-
bitions and pulled the rug from
under the feet of the Prime Minister.
The second, led by LK. Gujral, had to
quit when the Congress withdrew its
support on the plea that he had not
accepted its demand for dropping
the Ministers, belonging to the Dra-
vida Munnetra Kazhagam, supposed
to have been indicted by the Jain
Commission after its inquiry into the
Rajiv Gandhi’s assassination.

A coalition dominated by one con-
stituent has a better chance of surviv-
al than one without such an anchor.
It was because of this factor that the
present Vajpayee regime secured the
distinction of being the first non-
Congress Government to have com-
pleted its term.

The tightening of the anti-defec-

tion law will help remove one cause
for instability of coalitions. It is no
longer possible now for any faction
to break away from the parent party
and claim legitimacy on the strength
of support by one-third of the total
membership, as was the case till re-
cently.

The splits in the constituents now
will no longer wreak havoc with the
coalition concerned. However, there
is no check on the entire constituent
withdrawing from the coalition and,
thus, administering a fatal blow. In
other words, there is no safeguard
against the type of situation that
arose in early 1999, when the with-
drawal by the ATADMK led to the fall
of the first NDA Government.

At times, strains were introduced
in the coalitions by some of the con-
stituents exerting disproportionately
heavy pressures and extracting maxi-
mum price for their support. This
distorts the decision-taking process
— to the detriment of the country’s
interests.

Coalition-makers have now to
reckon with pressures unknown in
the past — the ambition of the re-
gional parties for a share of power at
the Centre. That was not the case
earlier when the regional bigwigs
would tell the major party “you run
the Centre and let us run the State”.
Witness the current speculation over
the possible role of the Samajwadi
Party leader, Mulayam Singh Yadav,
after the elections now.

At the moment, all manner of wild
stories are doing the round. How will
the NDA conduct itself if it is slightly
short of majority? Seek Mr. Mulayam
Singh Yadav's help as a quid pro quo
for the good turn done by the BJP in
helping him become the Chief Minis-
ter in Uttar Pradesh? Will the Con-
gress rake strenuous efforts to
mobilise additional support if its tally
improves to, say, 145 and stake claim
to form the government? Or will the
Congress like to sit back and let the
NDA form a shaky government in th
hope that a mid-term poll may ¥
unavoidable after two years wher
would be in a better position to w'
power under the stewardship o'
ther Ms. Gandhi or her son Rahu -
will it back a third front?

In all these scenarios, there
danger of the coalition culture
a casualty. Not a happy thou



PM BRUSHES ASIDE PROJECTIONS ® BJP LEADERS TO MEET TODAY B CONGRESS MOOD UPBEAT

Exit polls point to hu

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, April 26. — Exit polls
on television channels after the second
phase of general election today have
projected a hung 14th Lok Sabha with
the ruling NDA struggling to reach the
half-way mark.

The Prime Minister readily brushed
aside the projections, casting doubts
over the NDA's return to power. There
is no reason why the people should not
vote this government to power again,
he said. However, the party appeared
concerned; senior leaders are meeting
at Mr M Venkaiah Naidu’s residence
tomorrow to examine the political
mood and take action wherever
necessary.

And encouraged by reports indicat-
ing a narrowing gap between the
expected tallies of the NDA and the
Congress, the AICC today claimed the
party could reach a “clear majority”
with the help of its “existing” allies.

NDTYV figures projected the NDA
falling way short of simple majority
with its estimated tally to remain
between 233 and 255 seats, while the
Congress and its allies are expected to
get 190 to 210 seats with 100 to 120
seats going to smaller parties and
Independent candidates.

The Congress is expected to make
gains in Maharashtra and Andhra
Pradesh, while the NDA will hold its
~ ground in Orissa and Uttar Pradesh.

Star News predicted that the NDA
would get between 267 and 279 seats.
It said the Congress and its allies
would get 160-172 and gave 97-109 to
others, including the Samajwadi Party
and the Bahujan Samaj Party.

Aaj Tak gave 262 seats to the ruling
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coalition, short of the 273 required for
majorily in the House. It placed 177
seats ih the Congress tally and gave
104 sedts to others.

The it poll of Sahara News, Sahara
DRS, vhich covered the 282 seats that
have gahe to polls so far, projected 155
seats fof the NDA, 99 for the Congress
and thefrest for others.

In tle 136 seats that went to the
polls t¢day, the BJP will get 68-80
seats, ongress 38-50 and others 12-

24, Star News said.

The projections by Headlines
Today, the English channel of the
India Today group, showed that the
anti-incumbency factor was at work in
Andhra Pradesh, ruled by Telugu
Desam, with the Congress likely to bag
31 along with its ally the Telangana
Rashtra Samiti.

The TDP and BJP together would
get some 10 seats, reflecting a huge
reduction in their tally.
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However, the surveys on Sahara-
DRS and Zee-Taleem for the first two
phases, involving 276 constituencies
which went to polls today and on 20
April, gave 155 and 125 seats respec-
tively to the NDA. While Sahara-DRS
gave 99 seats to the Congress and its
allies till the second phase and 24 to
others, the Zee poll predicted 89 for
the Congress and 64 for others.

NDTV’s exit polls showed that the
TDP-BJP combine is facing a rout in
Andhra Pradesh as it is expected to
lose 18 out of 21 seats where the
Congress is winning.

However, in Karnataka nine out of
13 seats, which went to polls today, are
expected to go to the NDA. The
Congress is likely to get three seats
while one is likely to go to JD-S. Qut
of 136 seats that went to polls today,
the NDTV exit poll projected the

ng Parliament

Congress and its allies winning around
61 seats with the NDA lagging behind
at 49 and the rest going to others.
Addressing a rally in Churuy,

Rajasthan’s Jat-dominated constituen-
cy, the Prime Minister said: “Some
doubts (over the BJP’s success) were
expressed before the Assembly elec-
tions last year. But when the results
were declared, the Opposition was
stunned. The same will be repeated in
the Lok Sabha elections this year.”

“Hum bhi chunkar aayenge, jarror
ayenge, kyon nahin ayyenge. Sarkar hum
hi banayenge (We will be elected to the
government for sure. Why should we
not be voted to power again? We will
form the government,” Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee told the meeting.

He said the Congress is very unhap-
py with the projections. “So for their
sake we too are not banking on exit
polls.” Countered AICC spokesman Mr
S Jaipal Reddy: “Mr Vajpayee began his
career as an Opposition leader, he is
going to end his career as the same.”

While calling the Left parties its
“potential post-poll allies”, the Con-
gress said it could form the government
at the Centre without the support of the
SP or the BSP. On the NCP leader, Mr
Sharad Pawar’s statement that mere
numbers would not determine the
leader of the non-NDA alliance, Mr
Jaipal Reddy said : “We consider Mr
Pawar our stable and credible ally”.
Candidate killed: Former UP minister
and BJP candidate from the Gonda
Lok Sabha seat Mr Ghanshyam
Shukla was killed in a road accident
late tonight, police said, PTI adds
from Lucknow.

More election reports on
pages3 & 4

55 per cent polling amid fresh violence

NEW DELH]I, April. 26. — An
estimated 55 to 60 per cent of
175 million voters exercised their
franchise in the second phase of
Lok Sabha elections for 136 par-
liamentary constituencies spread
over 11 states.

Large-scale violence, rigging
and damage to electronic voting
machines were reported from
Andhra Pradesh, parts of Bihar,
UP and Jharkhand. Seven per-
sons, including an assistant sub-
inspector and a school teacher,
were killed and nearly 100 peo-
ple injured in poll-related vio-

lence, the EC stated. However,
the death toll & likely to go up, as
the commission has not received
reports from all places.

A sector imagistrate was
arrested at Gagipur in UP on
charges of influencing voters.
Polling was aldo delayed in a
large number of polling stations
because EVMs were not dep-
loyed on time! However, after
that it went op smoothly and
there were no major complaints
against polling staff members.

In Mumbai, the EC received
complaints of deletion of
names from the voters’ list that
resutted in a heated exchange

$C refuses to ban exit polls

NEW DELHI, April 26. — The Supreme Court (coram, Babu, Mathur,
Balakrishna, JJ) today rejected a plea to ban all exit poils till the last
phase of polling is complete on 10 May, but issued notices to the Centre,
the Election Commission and the Press Council of India so that the legal
point could be settled.The court order came after it had heard out the
petitioners’ counsel, Mr PP Rao. At the outset the court was not inclined
to hear the petition, filed by the Supreme Court lawyer, Mr DK Thakur.
“Piease don't waste our time,” Mr Justice Rajendra Babu, who's also the
Chief Justice-designate, observed. But Mr Rao insisted that the issue was
crucial to democracy. He pointed out that the EC and the Press Council of
India have not been able to do anything on the issue. — SNS

Details on page 4

of words between polling offi-
cers and political workers.
As per the provisional polling

figures given by the EC, Andhra
Pradesh reported highest polling
of 68 to 70 per cent, followed by

Assam at 65 to 70 per cent. The
lowest polling was recorded in
Jammu and Kashmir where it
could reach only 21 per cent,
said the Deputy Chief Election
Commissioner, Mr A N Jha,
Among other states, Orissa had
65 per cent, Karnataka 55 to 60
per cent, UP 45 to 50 per cent
and Maharashtra 50 per cent.
Bihar, Goa, Manipur and
Jharkhand had 55 per cent.

In view of the incidents of
EVM damage and snatching,
the commission has not yet
received all the reports and it
will decide on repolling only
after reviewing the reports

from returning officers and
election observers. The EC has
already received reports of
poll-related violence, rigging
and EVM damage in 65 polling
stations in Andhra Pradesh, 15
in UP, seven in Karnataka, four
each in Manipur and Orissa.
Most of the violence was
reported in Andhra Pradesh
where over 24 incidents of clash-
es were reported killing two peo-
ple and leaving several injured.
In Jharkhand (Details on page
3), an assistant sub-inspector
and a teacher died in extremist
related violence. Two died in

Bihar and one in UP-/
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‘Axe on' defaulter MPs
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NEW DELHI, March 1. — Stressing on
equal treatment for all citizens, Delhi
High Court today asked the MTNL and
NDMC to take all appropriate steps,
including disconnection of telephone
and electricity lines, to recover crores of
rupees due from over 650 sitting and
former members of Parliament.

The court took exception to MTNL
counsel Mr Dinesh Agnani’s sugges-
tion that political parties should be
asked to exert pressure on their candi-
dates to clear the dues. “You don’t dis-
connect their telephones. How do you
expect the parties to do your job?” the
Division Bench of Chief Justice Mr BC
Patel and Mr Justice BD Ahmed said.

The court also asked the Election
Commission to seek affidavits from can-
didates for the coming Lok Sabha elec-
tions on the amount, if any, they owe to
government departments on account of
telephone services, power supply and
the like. “The EC shall take effective
steps to publicise the information in
local dailies,” the Bench said.

The court, however, clarified that the
candidates would not have to obtain “no
dues” certificates from the departments
concerned before filing their papers.

The publicity to be given by the EC in
the form of advertisements would be in
addition to that given by the media.
Quoting last year’s SCjudgement in
the PUCL case, the Bench observed
that “an informed voter is the founda-

THE STATESMAN

Transfer bun

NEW DELHI, March 1. — The EC has
banned transfer of officials connected
with the conduct of elections. The ban
covers CEOs, additional, joint and deputy
CEOs, divisional commissioners, district
election officers and revenue officers, as
well as police officers — from IGsto -
SDPOs. “This ban shall be effective till
the completion of the polls,” the panel
said. The EC also banned all fresh grants
from local area development funds of
MPs and MLAs/MLCs. — SNS

tion of democracy”, adding that it was.

the EC’s duty to inform him about the
antecedents of a candidate.

As many as 656 sitting and former
Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha members
owe Rs 11.18 crore to MTNL, while 669
members of both Houses owe Rs 6.32
crore to NDMC in water and electricity
bills. According to MTNL and NDMC,
Mr ABA Ghani Khan Chowdhury
(Congress) tops the list of the default-
ers. He owes over Rs 41.31 lakh on tele-
phone dues and more that Rs 30 lakh in
power bills. He has challenged the bills
in the court, saying he had overpaid.

Among others on the list of default-
ers are BJP’s Mr Jai Narain Prasad
Nishad (Rs 12.18 lakh), Mr Chandra
Shekhar (Rs 7.1 lakh) and Mr HD
Deve Gowda (Rs 76,772). The Youth
Congress (Rs 26.21 lakh) tops the list
of political organisations that owe tele-
phone dues.

P2 MAR 200

Bengal leaders
run for cover

KOLKATA, March 1. — The state gov-
ernment might have to shelve its deci-
sion to cut down on security cover for
politicians as more and more CPI-M
leaders in West Bengal are asking for
bodyguards.

In December, the home department
had decided to review the threat per-
ception of the 200-odd people who are
now getting security cover. It felt that
apart from the four VIPs who enjoy‘Z
plus’ security — Mr Jyoti Basu, Mr
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, Miss Ma-
mata Banerjee and Mr Subash Ghis-
ing — there are many who don't need
personal security anymore. This deci-
sion was taken mainly to cut down on
expenditure.

But recent KLO and Naxalite attacks
have changed the situation. Quite a
few district CPI-M leaders fear they.
may be targeted by these organisa-
tions before the polls. Many of them
have refused to campaign in remote
areas without security cover. “The gov-
ernment may have to pay heed to their
anxiety. Going by the number of peo-
ple asking for security, the expenditure
may go up by as much as 40 per cent.
Even if they're provided with security,
the administration will probably have
to withdraw the cover once poll resuits
are declared,” an official said. — SNS

Another report on page 9



_Panja beats Vajpayee
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Feb. 16. — Where does
Mr Ajit Panja, the MP
from Kolkata N-E and for-
mer Union minister, score
higher than the Prime
Minister? Simple, he has
spent more funds (due to
all MPs for development
work) on his constituency
than Mr Atal Behari Vaj-
payee has in Lucknow, his
Lok Sabha constituency.
On the eve of the Lok
Sabha polls, government
records show virtually all
top leaders, including Mr
Vajpayee, Mr LK Advani,
most senior Cabinet mem-
bers, top Opposition lead-
ers and eminent parliamen-
tarians have spent over 70
per cent of their allotment.
But some MPs, for a variety
of reasons, lagged behind.

THE STATESM:N

And among those who
haven’t spent the allotted
Rs 2 crore per year plus
entitlements from previous
years is Mr Rupchand
Murmu, the CPI-M MP
from Jhargram. While the
Centre released Rs 16.05
crore to Mr Murmu for
development work, he
could spend only Rs 1.34
crore, or 8.32 per cent. Next
noteworthy in this respect
from West Bengal is Sk
Khabiruddin Ahmed, MP
from Nadia district. He
spent 25 per cent of what
was released to him.
Among those who recei-
ved an entitlement of over
Rs 16 crore — most full-
term MPs who won the pre-
vious term as well — Mr
Panja is virtually unsur-
passed. He has got officials
in his constituency to sanc-
tion Rs 17.43 crore (108 %)

’
’ ’er,

+on use of MP funds.

worth of projects and has
spent the entire amount.
Some eminent MPs who
hadn’t spent even half their
allotment include Mr
Laloo Prasad Yadav, Ms
Mamata Banerjee, Ms
Lata Mangeshkar, Dr PC
Alexander and Dr Farooq
Abdullah. The former J&K
chief minister was entitled
to Rs 3 crore. While the
government released Rs 1
crore, he hadn’t spent a
paisa till the end of 2003.
Mr Jana Krishnamurthy,
senior BJP leader, was on
the same boat with him.
Entitled to Rs 4 crore, half
of which was released, he
spent nothing. The Trina-
mul chief and the RID sup-
remo spent about 45 and 8
per cent of their funds rec-
eived till the end of 2003.
Significantly, both received
more funds this year.



-~ ‘SIoquIat
§3)] JO JWOS 0} [jomaiey
speq ‘o001 9 ‘Aieniqeg ¢
U0 ULId) S} popua eyqes Yo
oYy usym Aouspuodsap jo
awoydsownge oy; adeoso j0u
pnoo asnoyy seddny oyy
20U
-sa1d 11oy) pasprew (Gi¢) s19q
-wdw Y} JO U iad g7 uey;
$SO] ‘yes OSNOH, oYl UYoIgm
£46°T 9y} Jo Imoy A19Ad 10§
Jeadde pinom 31 ‘no payiom
st oBe1oA® UR JI "POAIISqO
oY ‘oSNOH Sy Wt 20v) Iayy
POMOYS 140U pue ‘aoussoxd
I19Y3 jrew o} 19181931 243 po
-ugis ‘awed isnf woy; Jo ISoy

3[d0o3{ 3y} jo asnoy Yi¢

'suipaacord oy w Kjeanor
paredputed sidsquow gp-ge
A[paey Jey) 9jeUNIIOMUN SI 3],
"ATenIgaq ¢ uo spuward o
3391 oy se 121891 auo pey ‘o
-AMOY ‘IATY PIysey 1y
(dI€l) eABWIOS 3L I
pres . ‘uaddey jou pip siyy,

SU() "UMOUNUR PUB UMOuy
$309[gns uo puru sy yeads 0}

Ammuoddo ue passiw 1oa9u .

oym ‘peserq sueanyfey I
YI1am 9580 9y} Sem 0§ ‘wintonb

ININYITaYd

2unge|sido] xade ayy
03 uIniar paom Aoyl 1oyiaym
pue SUONOI[P JO AluiR1I0D
-un 2y a1dsap Juopiad sem
UOLIORISTIES JO,95UIS B ‘OSNOH
Yl YOI s1equidw Uy
"BUQES Y01 3Y3 JO SIaGUdw
QIOM oYM JUDWUIDAOT

‘ureSe s1010A 543 208} 03 S0 . .
Suio105 ‘s1eak 2213 03 oM =.— QQ B
UIJIM DOAJOSSIP 3G pInom .

OSNOK 9y} pue Isg] jou

pInom juswuiood uonirpoo
oyl jeys 1es) Bupjin] e sem
9194, "WId) seyqe§ oy
YIET ay1 jo uonoidwos Jesu
OU] SBM $308] JI3Y] UO JJIS B
oIOM SJIN AuBtI Aym uOSBal

Jo 3o¥| 107 Suur 01 pasu {jaq
SY} UAYM USAD ISNOH 2yl
ur amnixy jusueunad v sem
oym andes] wisnpy Yl Jo
laquidid S0} 243 ‘ejemizueg
WO I ples ‘s)a15a1 oN,

a9kedlep oyl jo siostuiw
07 ueByl 20w 0] HOMPpE
Uy ‘so2judsqe 2|qeIou dIom
BWBULS Yd I S110U-919q
SIy pue Iemed peieyS I
‘a0f1a)1RyD) Yreuwog 1N 3]
SUTEMITD QY] USYm punose
jou oM syuowr ¢ ised
oy Bupnp uaks o1 parpulw

uon
-soddQ a1 jo 1opeap ‘wp
-UeD) BIUOS SIA PUB “OSNOL
33 jo Joped ‘vakedlvp riey
-of [y I papnpul Loy,
Juasaud aram Gp¢ JO ISnoy
B Ul SqIN L1 ueyl ss9f ‘own
1sep oyl 4oy pofkerd Suisg
Sem WEIRIB[ OPUBA  USYM
998 'syeak 10} 1940 10]
3A0E U3dq pey A3yl yoiym
Ut 12quieyd 9y} WOl vyqes
NOT ICT Y3 JO s1aquisw jo
ammredap [euy oy poyew
£q ouod 1snf yaom oy

e Qg raN E%ﬁm ueyop

O I S e | 5
W: AQUIARIYE

g

2

THE STATESMAN y- ¢



' Cabinet panel Y_V«t(p)?_‘cli?s‘c\:qss
i’ \‘}JfC’S cola report
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RESS TRUST OF INDIA s ¥

NEW DELHI, Feb. 7. — The |
Cabinet Committee on Food
| Safety is meeting on 13 February
| to discuss the Joint Parliamentary
. Committee’s report on soft drinks
| and the Union health ministry’s
draft notification on stringent
norms for cold drinks.

“We have asked for an urgent |
( meeting of the CCFS on 13th of
‘f this month to discuss the draft §
[

[

; notification,” health minister Mrs
Sushma Swaraj said. “The CCFS
- will come out with stringent norms for cold drinks as suggested
| by the JPC report,” she added. Mrs Swaraj said that though the
draft notification issued by the health ministry on safety stan-
| dards also dealt with fruit Jjuices, the meeting would discuss
| only soft drinks as suggested by the JPC. “As the draft had been
" issued much earlier, we are saving 90 days’ time which is need-
ed to elicit reactions on a draft,” the minister said.

Mrs Swaraj said that her government had also initiated a
process to bring out an integrated food law to deal with the issue
of food safety. Ministers of food processing, commerce and law,
besides the Union health minister, were part of a group which
was working on the Food Safety Act.

The Union health ministry would be the nodal agency for the
Act which would be introduced whenever Parliament meets
next, Mrs Swaraj declared. The Central government had also
issued a note on including water in the food definition which
would be discussed by the Cabinet.

Mrs Sushma Swaraj
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HOULD\THE Lok Sabha be
dissolved\ prematurely? Can
an incumbent Prime Minister
steal a march over other po-
litical parties by dictating the timing
of the general election? Is this a pub-
lic interest issue? Or simply a politi-
cal perk of the incumbent party
handed down by the British prac-
tice? The text of the Indian Constitu-
tion flexibly caters to future
uncertainties. The term of India’s
legislatures is five years “unless
sooner dissoived” (Articles 83 and
172). Since the President or the Gov-
ernor has the power to dissolve the
respective legislatures, the ultimate
power to do so remains with them
(Articles 85 and 174). But as the Pres-
ident and the Governor are bound
by the advice of their Cabinets (Arti-
cles 74 and 163), it is readily as-
sumed that this advice will prevail
when a premature dissolution is re-
quested by a Prime Minister or Chief
Minister.

it is now well established that the
advice of the Cabinet is binding on
the President or the Governor —
subject to the latter’s power to refer
a matter back for reconsideration.
But there is also ample authority that
the President and the Governor do
have discretion in selecting who
should form a government and when
a dissolution should take place. This
discretion has to be exercised on the
basis of sound constitutional princi-
ples, and not on whim or caprice or
without application of mind.

The Lok Sabha did its full term in
1957, 1962, 1967 and 1989. The first
premature dissolution was readily
granted to Indira Gandhi in 1970 and
the second, during the Emergency in
1977. In the second instance, the col-
Iapse of alternatives led to a dissolu-
tion after just two years in 1979. But
in 1991 and again in 1997, the Lok
Sabha was dissolved after about one
year of its term . In 2004, the Prime
Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, has
decided to prematurely dissolve Par-
liament even though his coalition
has a secure majority. This dissolu-
tion has nothing to do with national
interest. Elections to the Lok Sabha
are likely to be called because the
BJP is riding a victory wave after its
performance in Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Rajas-
than. The move appears based on
political opportunism as opposed to
a situation where political paralysis
did not yield a stable government in
1991 and 1997.

Should such dissolution be re-

HE Hit"

The correct principle is that a House must do its
full term unless constitutional governance is
simply not possible because the government is in a
minority and no other alternative is conceivable.

A

fused? Refusal of dissolution has tak-
en place. The Sarkaria Commission
reports on refusals in Punjab (1967),
Uttar Pradesh (1968), Madhya Pra-
desh (1969) and Orissa (1971). To
them perhaps can be added a refusal
to Mayawati in Uttar Pradesh (2003).
A dissolution was granted to Naren-
dra Modi in Gujarat in the aftermath
of the riots. In England, premature
dissolution has usually been grant-
ed. Over the past 200 years, there
have been many convenient mid-
term dissolutions — especially in
1859 and 1868. In 1910 and 1911,
there were two successive dissolu-

tion is sufficient financial reason for
not plunging the nation into prema-
ture polls. The third requirement is
troublesome and responsible for an
unthinking approval for the princi-
ple that a majority government can
always ask for dissolution. The prin-
ciple places a Prime Minister in a
position to blackmail the President
by asserting that he will not rule and

since his party or coalition refuses to

produce an alternative Prime Minis-
ter, dissolution must be granted.
Although democracy is more piv-
otal than the finances of an election,
the enormity of an all-India election

tions, virtually one af-

LAW AND SOCIETY

cannot be ignored. It
is estimated that the

ter the other, as
indeed in 1923 and 1924. Edward
Heath dissolved Parliament prema-
turely in 1974 and Harold Wilson in
the same year after a few months.

What is the basis for premature
dissolution? According to both the
Bhagwan Sahay Committee (1971)
and the Sarkaria Commission (1986),
the principle appears to be that dis-
solution must always be granted to a
Ministry that enjoys a majority. But
the logic of this is greatly skewed.
The converse proposition may be ac-
ceptable. Thus dissolution may be
refused to a minority Ministry to ex-
plore alternatives for government
formation. On that logic, a prema-
ture dissolution must be refused to a
majority government as the need for
an alternative does not arise.

A powerful statement of the prin-
ciples underlying premature dissolu-
tion is contained in a famous letter
to The Times of London, which is
now regarded as a classic. Dissolu-
tion may be refused if: “(1) there is
the belief that the existing Parlia-
ment was still vital, viable and capa-
ble of doing its job; (2) there is belief
that a general election would be det-
rimental to the national economy;
and (3) an alternative Prime Minister
is found who would be capable of
commanding a working majority ...
and thus able to form a government
for a reasonable period.”

The first two principles are un-
exceptional and represent good rea-
sons for refusing a premature
dissotution. In India, it must be as-
sumed that the sheer cost of an elec-
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number of voters in the tentative
voter list is 653,726,115. The electo-
ral exercise will cost Rs.1100 crores.
The outcome is uncertain, the future
unpredictable. So why a premature
election to help the party in power?

The main reason for granting a
premature election is that in the ab-
sence of an alternative government,
parliamentary governance is no
longer possible. Thus minority gov-
ernments are denied dissalution un-
til an alternative is found. Equally,
unstable coalitions are put on hold
until alternative governments and, if
need be, elections resolve the crisis.
But no such situation exists when a
majority single party or stable coali-
tion asks for dissolution. Such a re-
quest from a majority government
can only imply two circumstances:
(i) refusal to govern further, knowing
that no one else can (the blackmail
argument); and (ii) timing the elec-
tion to suit the party or parties in
power (the political opportunism ar-
gument). Neither blackmail nor po-
litical opportunism is consistent
with" Indian democracy, which
speaks for a free and fair election. An
election, the timing of which is bi-
ased and partisan is neither fair nor
free.

Unfortunately, the problem has
arisen because India has followed its
own undemocratic instinct to slav-
ishly accept an unsound British tra-
dition. This is where the Bhagwan
Sahay and the Sarkaria recommen-
dations as well as the Indian practice
have gone wrong. When the Consti-

Premature dissolutions .~

By Rajeev Dhavan

g

tution clearly stipulates five-year
terms “unless sooner dissolved,”
there must be a reason for ‘sooner’
dissolution.The British practice was
evolved to discipline the monarch
whilst overlooking the original prin-
ciples of constitutional governance.
In 1846, Robert Peel wanted to
‘blunt’ the Queen's power to dis-
solve, but took the fundamental view
that dissolution for strengthening a
party was not justified. This was af-
firmed by Lord Russell in 1852. In
1858, Lord Aberdeen emphasised
that dissolution could only be for the
“good of the country.” Gladstone, in
1868, echoed that dissolutions
should not be sought to “determine
(the party’s continued) existence.”

All this made good democratic
sense — even if these principles
were breached in practice. But the
principles were themselves torn
apart when Neville Chamberlain op-
portunistically called the ‘Khaki’
election in 1900 at the time of the
Boer War in Africa. After that, British
monarchs stepped back to allow
Prime Ministers heading majority
governments premature elections
whenever they wanted. The window
of opportunism was opened and
never shut.

India needs to give its own inter-
pretation to the constitutional words
“unless sooner dissolved.” The Sa-
hay Committee and the Sarkaria
Commission are clearly wrong in
empowering a majority leader to
pick and choose the propitious par-
ty-political moment for elections.
The correct principle is that a House
must do its full term unless constitu-
tional governance is simply not pos-
sible because the government or
coalition is in a minority and no oth-
er alternative is conceivable. If there
is doubt, a floor test will determine
the issue. For a majority government
refusing to govern when it is fully
capable of completing its term
amounts to blackmail and opportun-
ism, and placing the party’s interests
over those of the nation. To this can
be added sins of constitutionality
and unfair advantage.

No political dividends from early
dissolutions are permissible. But Mr.
Vajpayee’s Government in 2004
seeks to cash in on an interim vote-
catching budget whilst bypassing the
constitutional requirement of a Pres-
ident’s address to Parliament re
quired under Article 87. Th
Constitution is above party interests
The President must refuse dissolu
tion meant for purely party interest:
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New Delhi, Feb. 4: The joint
parliamentary committee set up
to probe pesticide levels in soft
drinks has upheld the findings of
the Centre for Science and Envi-
ronment and asked the govern-
ment to lay down stringent
norms for carbonated drinks.

The panel’s report, tabled in
Parliament today, said the CSE
“stands corroborated” on its
findings on pesticide residues
“in 12 brand products of Pepsi
and Coca-Cola”, prompting the
two companies to assert that
their beverages produced in
India were “safe” and matched
international standards.

The JPC report stressed that
the committee, which heard out
the various parties in the dis-
. pute — the two cola giants and
the CSE — had sent the samples
of the same 12 brands analysed
by the CSE to laboratories in Cal-
cutta and Mysore.

“Both the laboratories detect-
ed the presence of organochlo-
rine and organophosphorous
pesticide residues. The presence
of pesticide residues is therefore
a common scientific finding of
all the three laboratories,” the
report said.

The CSE, a non-government
organisation which collected
samples of the so-called dirty
dozen from Delhi and its neigh-
bourhood, had said last August
that all the brands contained
pesticides at least 30 times high-
er than international standards.

“Each sample (of soft drink)
had enough poison to cause in
the long term cancer, damage to
the nervous and reproductive
systems, birth defects and severe
disruption of the immune sys-
tem,” the CSE had alleged.

The JPC report took note of
the fact that different procedures
were employe /d in the laborato-
ries for analysm “The commit-

il House blow
to cola 1ants

tee has no hesitation in admit-
ting to the variations in analyti-
cal research. Different experts
who appeared before the JPC ex-
plained it,” the report said.

It dismissed as “unsatisfacto-
ry” the claims of Pepsi and Coke
that more than half their opera-
tions were through franchisee-
owned bottling plants and, there-
fore, the multinational compa-
nies were not the real culprits for
compromising on quality.

“The committee feels the ex-
istence of a bottlers’ agreement
cannot absolve the producers of
their responsibility to ensure
that contaminated beverages are
not sold to consumers,” the re-
port said. It was clear that re-
sponsibility rests with the brand
owner who “selects the bottlers,
provides the processing technol-
ogy and finally markets the end
product”.

With the blame squarely on
them, both Coca-Cola and Pepsi
scrambled to assure that their
drinks were safe. “Our products
manufactured in India are world
class and safe. We follow one
equality system across the
world,” said a written statement
from Coca-Cola India.

“Our products already meet
the science-based norms recom-
mended by the JPC and all our
consumers can have full confi-
dence in the safety of our prod-
ucts,” the statement added.

Sunil Gupta, vice-president,
public affairs and communica-
tions, said: “We look forward to
the government finalising the
science-based India norms.”

Pepsi India, Coke’s rival, said
that it was reviewing the JPC re-
port. “We share the govern-
ment’s interest in protecting the
health of the Indian consumers,
which is why we have always
produced beverages in India that
are absolutely safe and made ac-
cording to the same high quality
standards we use around the
world,” the company said.
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KALAM APPRISED OF DECISION

dissolv

ed

on 6 Feb

Sta :f"sman Nows Serwce

NEW DELHI, Jan. 27. -
On the advice of the Union
Cabinet, the President, Dr
APJ Abdul Kalam, today
agreed to the dissolution of
the Lok Sabha on 6 Feb-
ruary before the next gener-
al elections.

The Union Cabinet, dur-
ing a special meeting this
evening, decided to advise
the President to dissolve the
13th Lok Sabha on 6 Feb-
ruary after the finance min-
ister, Mr Jaswant Singh, and
the railway minister, Mr
Nitish Kumar, present their
votes-on-account.

With the Cabinet clear-
ance, the stage has been set
for the next Lok Sabha elec-
tions, to be completed by
April.

Speaking to reporters
today, Mrs Sushma Swaraj,
.the parliamentary affairs
minister, said she along with

' the Prime Minister, Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee, the De-
puty Prime Minister, Mr LK
Advani, and the NDA con-
vener, Mr George Fernan-
des, met the President, Dr
APJ Abdul Kalam this eve-
ning.

She said the Prime
Minister handed over the
letter, asking for the disso-
lution of the House. She
said the President had
agreed to the request and
wished them the best.

Mrs Swaraj said the gov-
ernment had decided not to
call for the dissolution
before Republic Day when
the President of a foreign
country (in this case, Brazil)
would be the chief guest. It
was decided to call for the
dissolution  immediately
after.

The government would
have to explain to the
Houses of Parliament why
the vote-on-account had
been called for instead of

- having the budget which is

THE STATESMAN

Congress ready

NEW DELHI, Jan 27. — Wel-
coming the government’s de-
cision to dissoive the Lok
Sabha and go in for early
polls, the Congress tonight
said it was ready for the ele-
ctoral bout. “Congress is rea-
dy to get into election mode,’
the party spokesman, Mr S
Jaipal Reddy, said here. Ear-
lier in the day, Mrs Sonia
Gandhi petitioned the Presi-
dent, requesting him to take
measures with regard to “the
constitutional impropriety
committed” by the NDA
government by not proro-
guing both the Houses even
a month after they were
adjourned sine die. — PTI

why a Cabinet clearance
Wwas necessary now.

She said it was a very
short meeting with a single
item- on the agenda: the
decision to dissolve the Lok
Sabha.

Earlier, she pointed out,
the NDA's allies had asked
the Prime Minister to fix a
date for the polls and the
BJP national executive had
also requested the Prime
Minister to ask for ecarly
polls.

But however early the
polls are held, there would
have to be a vote-on-
account as the new govern-
ment would not be in a posi-
tion to have a budget before
31 March. So, Parliament,
not prorogued, has merely
to be summoned, she point-
ed out.

But this was not the last
Cabinet meeting before the
polls, Mrs Swaraj said.

A number of important
decisions are yet to be
cleared by this government
and one or two Cabinet
meetings are likely to be
held in the coming
week.

A new exim policy, for
instance, is likely to be
announced very shortly.

28 JaN 2004
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" President
tells partie§
to end ,;}11
corruption

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, January 25

WITH ELECTIONS round the
corner, President A.PJ Abdul
Kalam told political parties in
his Republic Day-eve speech to
make a commitment in their
manifestos for eradication of
corruption.

In his address to the nation,
the President also took note of
the current thaw in Indo-Pak-
istani relations, saying the coun-
try will be grateful to “success-
ful peacemakers”.

On the coming general elec-
tions, Kalam said he often won-
ders what the manifestos of the
competing political parties
would be. In course of his inter-
actions with youths, Kalam said,
he has found they have a dream
of living in a developed and a
corruption-free India.

“I am also convinced we
should build developed India in
a time-bound way to prevent in-
stability in the society. Hence the
manifestos of the political par-
ties have to take into account
their aspirations with identified
missions and action plan. Every
party must clearly state their vi-
sion, action plan, and approach-
es for the Developed India Vision
2020 and how fast they can re-
alise these missions,” he said.

He recalled the embarrass-
ment suffered by parents of a
young child in Nagaland who
had asked him how India could
hope to become a developed
country when there was corrup-
tion everywhere.

On the peace initiatives, he
said: “For national development
and economic growth in the sub-
continent, peace is a paramount
ingredient. Most nations have
realised that low-intensity proxy
wars, deterrence-based build-
ups and real wars are expensive
detractors from the visions of
development.”
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Vote-on-account 1o be tabled on 3 Feb.

\%\‘

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Jan. 17. ~
Clearing the decks for early Lok
Sabha polls, the Centre today
sought a brief session of Parlia-
ment during which vote-on-acc-
ount for railway and general
budgets will be tabled. Parlia-
mentary affairs minister Mrs
Sushma Swaraj said the govern-
ment had requested the Speaker
to convene the Lok Sabha ses-
sion from 29 January, and the
Rajya Sabha chairman for conve-
ning the House from 30 January.
Both sessions end on 5 February.

The interim budget and the
vote-on-account for general bud-
get will be presented in the Lok
Sabha on 3 February, and the
railway budget and the vote-on-
account on 30 January. Copies
of both will be tabled in the
Rajya Sabha on the same day as
in the Lower House.

Mrs Swaraj said the Prime
Minister met the President this
evening to apprise him of the
proposals. A statement released
by Rashtrapati Bhavan said:
“The two leaders discussed mat-
ters of national importance, in-
cluding the forthcoming session.”

Mrs Swaraj said the railway

L§ session
“, signals
early polls

budget would be discussed and
passed in the Lok Sabha on 3
February. Discussion on the
interim budget will be taken up
on 4 February; it'll be passed the
same day.

She said it could neither be
called a new session nor the first
session of 2004 since the Houses
were not prorogued after the
winter session that ended on 23
December. Since it would not be
a new session of the year, there
would be no joint sitting and the
President’s address.

The minister said the govern-
ment would formally write to
the presiding officers of both
Houses on Monday. The sched-
ule for the session was finalised
in consultation with finance
minister Mr Jaswant Singh and
railway minister Mr Nitish
Kumar, following discussions
with the Prime Minister and his
deputy, Mr LK Advani. ;

Replying to a query, she said
three Bills passed by the Rajya
Sabha earlier might be placed in
the Lok Sabha. Any decision
regarding dissolution of the Lok
Sabha, she said, had to be taken
by the Cabinet. The decision will
he announced by Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee himself.

g Pervez for jihad against terror |

| NEW DELHI, Jan. 17. — Gen. Pervez Muslarrafrtoday went a step |

(

further on his assurance not to let terrorists operate from |
rpdklbtdn controlled territory. In his first-ever address to the Jomm

,session of parliament, the Pakistani President called for a jikad |

against extremism, pledged to root out terror from Pakistani soil |
‘ and emphasised that the composite dialogue beginning next month .

|

: should be pursued with sincerity to find a peaceful solution to the |

‘Kashmlr issue. — SNS

|
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