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- Scribe ‘bashed’ in Mamata bash

# ¢ | hate Writers’
] Buildings. I will

KOLKATA, Dec. 22. — Trina-

mul Congress chief Miss Ma- - §

mata Banerjee had nothing
new to offer in her protest
against “Left Front misrule”.
It was the same theatrics. The
same threats. Not to mention
the same inconvenience met-
ed out to commuters.

And, there will be more of
this day after tomorrow when
the Assembly takes up the
West Bengal Block-Level Pre-
Litigation Conciliation Board
Bill for discussion, Miss
Batierjee announced.

Hopping from Esplanade to
Writers’ Buildings to Raj
Bhawan, she more or less suc-
ceeded in recreating the same
“lawlessness” that marked her
Writers’ expedition on 21 July
1993. There was one. differ-
ence though. While 12 dead
youths had turned her into an
icon after falling to police bul-
lets in 1993, her supporters to-
day roughed up a female jour-
nalist in full view of the police
and hundreds of onlookers.

Miss Banerjee picked up the
microphone in phases, letting
other speakers fill in while she
took time to plan her next
move. But whenever she
spoke, she spit venom on the
CPI-M, the administration
and her critics. She trashed
“the malafide campaign” that
her party had been losing
strength. “There has been con-
certed propaganda that the
Trinamul is finished. Today’s
gathering of 1,00,000 people
says it all. It is the duty of the
government to maintain law
and order. Today, we did that,”
Miss Banerjee said. ’

Looking at the state secre-
tariat from the pavement be-
low Miss Banerjee said :“I
hate Writers’ Buildings. I will
never enter this building”.
Realising that TV cameras

Miss Mamata Banerjee flanked by Mr Subrata Mukherjee, Mr Pankaj Banerjee and Mr Ajit Panja holds forth at the

never enter this
buliding... (rollin,
cameras promp
rephrasﬂ .. | hate
§ the CPI-M’s Writers’
Buildings. | will go §
there only with the . §
hiessings of the °
people ...

Trinamut Congress rally at Esplanade on Wednesday, — The Statesman

were rolling, she rephrased:
“I hate the CPI-M’s Writers’
Buildings. I will go there only
with the blessings of the peo-
ple.”

She accused the CPI(M)-
led Left Front government of
cheating the people of Bengal
by making promises that they
could not keep. The chief
minister, Mr Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee, was accused of
leading the “anarchy” charge
making time from his “beauty
sleep”.

Miss Banerjee, true to her
style, demanded a white paper
on the number of industries

L

it’s winter and people
enjoy circus during this
season...Once she had
bitten a policeman. Then

she slapped another

J)

set up and jobs created in the
state since 1999. “The rate of
unemployment is rising and

THE STATESMAN

industries are closing down
but our chief minister is only
bluffing”.

Having managed to avoid
any untoward incident during
the day, the CPI-M today
took full advantage of the sit-
uation and described Miss
Banerjee as a “joker in a circu-
s”. “It’s winter and people en-
joy circus during this season,”
CPI-M state secretary Mr Anil
Biswas said.

“What’s new about it. Once
she had bitten a policeman.
Then she slapped another,” he
added, reacting to the assault
on the journalist.

‘Target Lalbazar’

KOLKATA, Dec. 22. — It was a regular
Trinamul Congress law violation programme
but for Kolkata Police it was a strategic
defeat. In view of the scheduled Trinamul
law-violation programme, a large police
force, including senior officers of the rank of
joint CPs were deployed. .

The Trinamul leaders had given in writing
to the police that they would gather at Metro
Channel and then proceed to Rani
Rashmoni Avenue to stage a law violation
and court arrest.

According to commissioner of Kolkata
Police Mr Prasun Mukherjee: “Yesterday
Trinamul leaders led by Mr Pankaj Banerjee
met me. They said that they would muster a
50,000 crowd and that the police should go
up to the dais and declare that they have
arrested all and granted bail. I told them that
it does not work that way in Kolkata Police
and that I could not break the tradition.”

Accordingly, a posse of policemen headed
by DC (enforcement branch) Mr Ram
Kalyan Adhikary was deployed at Dorina
Crossing. Around 80 buses waited at RR.
Avenue to ferry Trinamul law violators to jail
and a large contingent was also deployed
there. But the elaborate arrangement failed
to prevent Trinamul supporters from run-
ning wildly towards Lalbazar.

Initially, the police were utterly confused
and allowed the frenzied mob to proceed
along Bentinck Street towards Lalbazar.
Then they resorted to a random lathi-charge
followed by brickbatting by the Trinamul.
This continued for about 20 minutes until a
large force led by joint CP (AP) Mr
Zulfiquar Hasan arrived. Only then, the
mob could be restrained and made to court
arrest. At the Metro Channel meeting, party
chief Ms Mamata Banerjee announced that
25 of them would court arrest and that the
administration should let them know how
they wanted to do that. A little later, she
said: “Even after 20 minutes, we did not
received any response from the police. I am
leaving and the youth wing will take over.”
Meanwhile, the crowd had started thinning
out. Then the mayor Mr Subrata Mukherjee
took over. He suddenly declared, “We will
now move towards Lalbazar.” Instantly, the
mood of the crowd changed. With a sudden
burst of energy, about 2,000-strong mob
broke into a run towards Lalbazar. — SNS
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Mamata’s bandh

Trinamool vows to go ahead with programme;

CPM wants a close Ioo
\\V

HT Correspondent X\ v
Kolkata, November 30 !
FOR THE first time, a court has or-
dered a political party to publicly call
off a bandh.

The new Bandh Bench of the Cal-
cutta High Court made history with its
first ruling today, declaring the 12-hour
Bengal bandh called on December 3 by
the Trinamool Congress illegal and un-
constitutional. And it directed the par-
ty to “withdraw their bandh call and to
publish their decision in daily newspa-
pers and in the electronic media on or
before December 2”.

The court came down with equal ve-
hemence on the 30-minute chakka jam,
called by Left trade union Citu tomor-
row. Rejecting advocate-general Balai
Roy’s plea that a half-hour chakka jam
cannot be equated with a 12-hour
bandh, the Bench said, “Even a second’s
resistance to the citizen’s fundamental
rights and freedom is not permissible.”

While Citu made vague noises about
moving the Supreme Court, Mamata
Banerjee simply declared her party
would defy the High Court and go
ahead with the bandh. "1 have not seen
the court judgment. I have always been
with the people. On December 3, I shall
seek justice from the people’s court
and request them to make the bandh a
success,” Mamata told HT

Such defiance could bring on Mama-
ta a jail sentence of up to six months
for contempt of court and a direction
to the Election Commission to deregis-
ter her party.

Citu state secretary Kali Ghosh, too.
said he was yet to receive a copy of the
court order. “So, how can we decide
whether to withdraw the chakka jam?”
Ghosh said. Citu insiders told HT that
since it was unlikely that the court or-
der would arrive by Wednesday morn-

}( at judiciary’s powe

ing, the transport workers would go
ahead with the chakka jam.

The judges, however, left the state
government in no doubt about how it
was expected to act if the bandh or
chakka jam were held. The government
must try and ensure that all public and
private vehicles are able to ply during
the chakka jam so that commuters are
not stranded, the judges said.

The same applies to the bandh. Be-
sides, “all the offices of the state and

o dereglster Trinamool and

against High Court order

® Defer bandh and justify
bandh call before
HC on December 7

_IF SHE DEFIES ORDER &

® Mamata can be jailed for a
. maximum of 6 months for
contempt of court

HC can direct EC to

s debar Mamata-from-polis.

central government shall be kept open.
In the event of any wilful absence, the
absentee shall not be entitled to a day’s
salary because even a casual leave dur-
ing a bandh is not permissible.”

The court passed these orders on
two public interest litigations filed by
legal activist Deepak Prahladka and

three social workers challenging the

chakka jam and the bandh, called
against the reeent hike in fuel prices.
dvised the judges to “read

S

the Constitution well”. She told a public
meeting that the Constitution guaran-
tees the right to hold movements. “It is
our fundamental right to be able to or-
ganise protest meetings,” she declared.
The CPI(M) said it would meet all par-
ties to seek a solution to the problem of
“judicial activism”. Party state secre-
tary Anil Biswas said the CPI(M) wants
to ascertain the “jurisdiction of the ju-
diciary” under the Constitution.
® See also Kotkata Live
/
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Uma ends tiff with yatra "

Amritsar: At the end of a tumultuous
fortnight, which saw differences in the
BJP coming out in the open, firebrand
party leader Uma Bharti on Saturday end-
ed her ‘tiranga yatra’ here. She thanked
top party leaders, including BJP president
M Venkaiah Naidu, for thelr “unstinted
support” to her.

Bharti concluded her 16-day ‘tiranga ya-
tra’, which began from Hubli by paying
obelsance to freedom fighters at the historic

The yatra had brought to the fore differ-
ences within the BJP, with Bharti reported-
ly lashing out at Naidu for allegedly trying
to stop top leaders from sharing the dias
with her.

But on Saturday, she sought to put an end
to the controversy by lauding the BJP top
leadership for supporting her.

“I wanted to undertake the yatra to ex-
pose the corruption and mindset of the Con-
gress. I would like to thank Vajpayee, Ad-

Jallianwala
Bagh here.
Former|
prime minister
Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, former
Union minis-
ters Arun Jait-
ley, Ananth Ku-
mar and Shah-
nawaz Hussein,
Shiromani

Akali Dal
(Badal) presi-
dent Parkash
Singh  Badal
and BJP MP
Navjot Singh
Sidhu were

present at a
public rally addressed by Bharti near Jal-
lianwala Bagh, which over a thousand peo-
ple attended.

Bharti handed over to Vajpayee the flag
that had been given to her by L. K Advani,
at the start of her yatra, to mark its formal
conclusion. She said “the tiranga yatra
will go on till India becomes a developed
country through the contribution of each
of its citizens”.

She had started the yatra after the Kar-
nataka government dropped a 10-year-old
case against her for alleged rioting while
hoisting a national flag in the idgah
grounds in Hubli.

Uma Bharti at the public rally near Jallianwala Bagh
in Amritsar on Saturday

zvani and Naidu
g for the unstinted
support they
gave me during
the yatra.

“T am very
happy for this as
I am just an ex-
chief minister
but still they
supported me,”
Bharti said. In
an apparent ref-
erence to reports
that she was eye-
ing Naidu’s
chair, she said,
“I . don’t even
consider myself
worthy of any
post”. Vajpayee lavished praise on Bharti
and even called her a devi.

Bharti’s ‘tiranga yatra’ in Punjab was not
without controversy. Shiromani Akali Dal
(Mann) workers showed blag flags to her
procession as it came here from Jalandhar
and allegedly stoned it.

A few women activists entered the venue
of her public meeting and raised slogans
like “Uma Bharti wapas jao (Uma Bharti go
back)” and showed black flags just as she
started speaking. They were quickly re-
moved from the spot even as Bharti ap-
pealed that the women be allowed to leave
peas efully Agencies

THE TiMgs o NDIg

ajpayee plays
down Uma,
Naidu clash

New Delhi: Seeking to down-
play reported differences
within the BJP over the clash
of schedules of the tiranga
yatra and satyagraha, senior
party leader A B Vajpayee on
Saturday said no programme
or those leading them were
“small or big”.

“Various kinds of talks
are doing the rounds. New
things are said everyday in
the media,” the former
prime minister said, appar-
ently referring to reports of
a squabble between Uma
Bharti and party president
M Venkaiah Naidu and the
former’s grievance that her
yatra was being ‘“under-
mined” by the party. agencies

‘Savarkar
was like fire’

New Delhi: BJP leader
Atal Bihari Vajpayee on
Saturday showered praise
on Savarkar but regretted
he could not get the
amount of popularity he
deserved. “I had met him,
talked to him, discussed is-
sues with him. He had an
impressive philosophy,” he
said about Savarkar.

“He was like a jwala
(fire) whom (people) were
scared to touch,” Vajpayee
commented. agencies

At



"Oommen Chandy

w0 is new

Kerala

A Chief Minister

By Girish Menon

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, AUG. 30.
The ruling United Democratic
Front convener and Congress
leader, Oommen Chandy, will
be the 19th Chief Minister of
Kerala.

The Governor, R.L. Bhatia,
will administer the oath of offi-
ceto him at the Raj Bhavan at
12.30 p.m. tomorrow.

Mr. Chandy was unanimous-
ly elected the Congress Legisla-
ture Party leader tonight at the
end of a five-hour exercise by
the AICC observers, Pranab
Mukherjee and Margaret Alva,
in the presence of the AICC gen-
eral secretary, Ahmed Patel, and
the AICC secretary, Anil Shastri,

His election was announced
after it was cleared by the Con-
gress president, Sonia Gandhi.
Later, Mr. Chandy, along with
the CLP secretary, Thiruvan-
chur Radhakrishnan, met the
Governor and staked his claim
to form the government.

Consensus candidate

Mr. Chandy emerged as the
consensus candidate after the
AICC observers met the Con-
gress MLAs, faction leaders, and
the UDF constituents. Mr.
Chandy told The Hindu that the
IUML leader, P.K. Kunhalikutty,
the Kerala Congress (M) leader,
K.M. Mani, the JSS leader, K.R.
Gauri, and the CMP leader, M.V.
Raghavan, would be sworn in

The ‘outgolng Kerala Ch Mlnister, A.K.”Antony, ~'emlmaclngl'

Ministers.

The Kerala Congress (B) lead-
er, R. Balakrishna Pillai, and the
Kerala Congress (Jacob) leader,
T.M. Jacob, would not gain an
entry into the Cabinet mainly
because of the Congress high
command'’s reservations. Indi-
cations are there that they
might find a berth when Mr.
Chandy goes for Cabinet expan-
sion. The two parties, however,
submitted their letters of sup-
port to Mr. Chandy.

Fourteen MLAs belonging to
the Karunakaran faction easlier
backed the candidature of the
Speaker, Vakkom Purushotha-
man. But Mr. Purushothaman
withdrew from the fray pointing
out that he did not want to raise
a dispute. The former KPCC
president and Mr. Karunaka-
ran’s son, K. Muralidharan, said
the faction would decide its atti-
tude to the new chief minister
on the basis of his responses to-
wards it.

The CLP meeting passed a
resolution praising the outgoing
Chief Minister, A.K. Antony. He
had displayed high moral stan-
dards, it said.

Mr. Antony said Mr. Chandy’s
elevation was a correction of
sorts for his inability to include
him in his Cabinet on two previ-
ous occasions. He said he was
happy to hand over the reins to
a person who had stood by hj
steadfastly for 40 years.

Editorial on Page 10

Oommen Chandy (right) who was elected the Leader of the
Congress Legislature Party in Thiruvananthapuram
on Monday. — Photo: S. Mahinsha




Antony resigns, tahes
. responsibility for,

+‘election debacle

By Girish Menon

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, AUG. 29. In
a dramatic development, the
Kerala Chief Minister, A.K. Anto-
ny, today submitted his resigna-
tion to the Governor, R.L. Bhatia,
here. The Congress leader said

he was doing this assuming mor-_

al responsibility for the defeat
the United Democratic Front led
by his party had suffered in the
Lok Sabha elections in May
2004.

Mr. Antony’s announcement
came soon after a-visit by the
Congress  president,  Sonia
Gandhi, to the State. She had
come to Kollam today to launch
the 150th birth centenary cele-
brations of the social reformer,
Sree Narayana Guru.

Sonia informed

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the domestic terminal of
the Thiruvananthapuram Inter-
national Airport soon after her
departure, Mr. Antony said that
he had sought the Congress
president’s permission to resign
from his post soon after the elec-
tions, but she had not given it at
that time. “Today, I informed
Ms. Gandhi that the uncertainty

could not continue indefinitely.
I informed her of my resolve to
resign. The UDF’s electoral re-
verses might have been due to
several reasons. But as the per-
son who led the ruling front, I
take the full moral responsibility
for the electoral reverses,” Mr.
Antony said.

Soon afterwards, Mr. Antony
called on the Governor to put in
his papers.

Field open

The resignation has left the
field open for the Congress high
command to choose anew Chief
Minister. The Union Defence
Minister, Pranab Mukherjee,
and the All India Congress Com-
mittee (AICC) general secretary,
Margaret Alva, are expected here
on Monday. The Congress Legis-
lature Party (CLP) will meet to
choose the leader soon after the
AICC observers, along with the
AICC general secretary in-
charge of Kerala, Ahmed Patel,
and the AICC secretary, Anil Sas-
try, go through the paces of ar-
riving at a consensus candidate.
The date for the CLP meet has
not been announced.

There are indications that the
choice of the successor would be

CALLING IT A DAY: The Kerala Chief Minister, A.K. Antony,
leaving the Raj Bhavan in Thiruvananthapuram on Sunday
after submitting his resignation to the Governor, R.L. Bhatia.

— Photo: S. Mahinsha

——

from among the sitting -MLAs.
The possible choices include the
Speaker, Vakkom Purushotha-
man, the UDF convener, Oom-
men Chandy, and the Finance
Minister, K Sankaranarayanan.

A surprise move

Mr. Antony had not given any
indication of his plans till he
walked up to mediapersons
shortly after Ms. Gandhi's de-
parture. Ms. Gandhi had earlier
met several senior Congress
leaders at the airport. She also
met 15 selected leaders, includ-
ing the Kerala Pradesh Congress
Committee (KPCC) president,
Thennala Balakrishna Pillai, the
Speaker, the former KPCC presi-
dents, K. Muralidharan, P.P.
Thankachan, C.V. Padmarajan,
Ministers, K. Sankaranarayanan
and K.V. Thomas.

Mr. Antony hoped that the
people of the State would in a
fair manner assess his three-year
tenure as Chief Minister. His
Government had several success
stories to its credit, though it
could not implement all the pro-
grammes it had planned. He
hoped the new Ministry would
lead the State to progress.

Karunakaran'’s stand

The senior Congress leader, K.
Karunakaran, said today that the
Congress Legislature Party
should elect the new Chief Min-
ister. The practice of nominating
someone should go and the
MLAs should be asked to elect
the new leader.

He said Mr. Antony’s resigna- |

tion was a “good thing” and a
“service” to Kerala. “At least An-
tony has conceded. It is a good
thing. It is a service he has done
to the State. Antony has resigned
taking the political situation in
the State into account.”,

Mr. Muralidharan, while wel-
coming Mr. Antony’s decisic,
said that the prospects of the
UDF had brightened after Mr.
Antony’s resignation.

In the Lok Sabha elections
held in May, the UDF won only
one of the 20 seats. Alone seat —

Ponnani — was won by E.
Ahammed of the Muslim
League.

This is the second time that
Mr. Antony, who is 63, is resign-
ing from the Chief Minister’s
post.In 1978, heresigned follow-
ing differences with the central
leadership.

Differences led to
resignation: Page 11
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PATNA/RANCHI, July 27. — While the
Prime Minister today described the
Opposition’s behaviour in Parliament as
“totally unconstitutional”, the Jharkhand
police seemed all set to further tighten
the screws on Mr Sibu Soren by reopen-
ing a 1974 case in which a warrant is
pending against him.

“We don’t want any confrontation with
the Opposition. We honour their rights
but this does not mean that the House
proceedings must be frequently disrupted
over a trivial issue. There are many other
important issues that merit national
attention,” was Dr Manmohan Singh’s
response to the NDA's stand on “tainted
ministers” and its decision to boycott par-
liamentary standing committees.

He regretted that no solution was in
sight even after meetings with Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee and Mr LK Advani.

Adding more to Mr Soren’s share of
problems, police are searching for the
papers related to the 1974 incident. As
reported by The Statesman on 25 July, Mr
Soren and four of his aides had allegedly
murdered four persons over the killing of
a goat in Giridih. Once the papers are
retrieved — the police department was
initially unaware of the case — formalities

THE STATESMAN
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/GIRIDlH MURDER CASE TO BE REOPENED

PM hits out

at
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Affidavit says it dll

RANCH!, July 27. — Mr Sibu
Soren, to be fair to him, had
mentioned the Chirudih mas-
sacre case in the affidavit he
filed along with the nomina-
tion paper for the Dumka
Lok Sabha seat. Though
Chirudih was not mentioned,
he affidavit stated that Mr
Soren had been charged under the IPC Sec-
tion 302 {murder) in an FIR filed lodged on 31
January, 1975. The case, GR No. 30/75, has
been pending in the Jamtara SDJM court, the
affidavit said. It, however, didn't mention the
date — “not-available” — on which the charg-
es were framed against Mr Soren. — PTI

such as execution of the arrest warrant
will be implemented, sources said.

“All accused in the Giridih case, except
Mr Soren, had faced trial and were
acquitted, and police did not appeal to
the higher court against the acquittal. So
we had presumed that the case had been
closed, not knowing that a warrant is
pending against Mr Soren who did not
face the trial,” a sentor officer said.

Union home minister Mr Shivraj Patil
today said it was the Jharkhand govern-
ment’s responsibility to find Mr Sibu Soren
and arrest him, adds PTI from Mumbai.
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THE JHARKHAND Mukti
M«or_cha today said it was
notjoining the Union Cabi-
net for the moment but
Would “remain solidly be-
hind” the United Progres-
S.lvg Alliance government.
"This statement comes a day
a{ter Shibu Sorem tendered
his resignation from the
Manmohan Singh Cabinet.

in Jharkhand, taking no
chanqes despite the IMM’s
promise of peaceful pro-
tests against what it calls
the ‘“‘sinister campaign” to
harass its chief Shibu
_Soren, the Jamtara admin-
1s}ration today imposed pro-
mbnory orders under Sec-
tion 144 CrPC following re-
ports of the former coal
minister’s possible appear-
ance there tomorrow.

The Soren stronghold re-
mained temse throughout
the day Now that he has re-
signed as Union minister,
there are fears that his sup-
porters ynay unleash a
wave of violent protests.
Eight districts where the
JMM leader wields consid-
erable influence have been
put on high alert,

Soren is likely to give
hlmsglf up at Jamtara de-
pgndmg on the Jharkhand
ng_h Court’s decision on a
writ filed by him-challeng-
ing the arrest warrant is-
sued by a court here.

Jamtara DIG Ashok K. Si-
ngh said the prohibitory or-
ders were enforced as a pre-
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wventive measure and securi-
ty was tightened not only in
Jamtara but in all five dis-
tricts of Santhal Parganas.
One company each of the
RAF and Special Task Force
have been mobilised and the
SDJM court barricaded.

A security ring has been
thrown around judge AK.
Mishra who had served the
non-bailable arrest warrant
against the absconding lea-
der that has culminated in
his stepping down from the
Manmohan Singh Cabinet.

With the Jharkhand High
Court expected to hear So-
ren’s writ tomorrow, JMM

leader and Rajya Sabha MP
Stephen Marandi said in
Ranchi today that the party
would abide by its decision:
“If guruji (Soren) has to
surrender, he will do that.”
Security has also been
stepped-up for judge AXK.
Mishra who had served the
arrest warrant that finally
led to the PM’s plea to the
Union minister to step
down from the Cabinet.
Leaders of the JMM in
Delhi remained conspicuou-
sly silent over the next cou-
rse of action, possibly beca-
use they are waiting for a
favourable verdict tomory-

ow on Soren’s criminal writ
petition against quashing of
the entire proceedings of
the 1975 Chirudih massacre.
JMM leaders said they
were neither happy nor sad
over the PM asking Soren
to resign. “Hum agar khusi
nehin hein, to itna dukhi
bhi nehin hein (if we are
not happy, we also are not
that sad),” Marandi said.
Marandi also accused the
BJP of digging up a decades-
old case. “We are not think-
ingof any ministerial berth
__we are thinking of first
taking the battle to the BJP
camp for its conclusiorn.”

ovt but out of Gabinet

Tundi’s Robin Hood

CONTROVERSY HAS
for long been the mid-
dle name of JMM chief
Shibu Soren. All his life,
the 62-year-old tribal lea-
der has been in the glare
of the spotlight, though
hardly discomfited by the
notoriety. Till now, he has
managed to win through.
This time, though, he mi-
ght find the going tough.

Shibu, named so by his
parents Sobren and Sona
when he was born on Maha Shivaratri, was 15when
his father was killed leading an anti-money-lender
agitation. His father was a schoolteacher, and a
Gandhian — a combination t00 rich for the power-
ful landlords of Nemra village in Hazaribagh dis-
trict of erstwhile south Bihar

Sona inspired Shibu to continue his father’s bat-
fle. The thirst for revenge did the rest. Soren began
mobilising the masses of Barlenga panchayat, and
launched an agitation against moneylenders in
1964, which subsequently spread to the nearby distr-
icts of Giridih and Dhanbad despite attacks on him.

By this time, Soren had become a virtual Robin
Hood in the area, and the forests of Tundi became
his Sherwood. Despite shoot-at-sight orders, he ma-
naged to organise the Adivasi Sudhar Samaj to
propagate complete prohibition, collective farming,
and united resistance against moneylenders.

This brought him in contact with veteran trade
unionist-cum-MCC leader A K. Roy and the late Bin-
od Bihari Mahto, who became his mentors. This led
1o the formation of the Jharkhand Mukti Morchaon
February 4, 1973. The anti-moneylenders movement
in Santhal Parganas turned bloody on several occa-
sions, leading to violent incidents, including the
Chirudih massacre in 1975. In 1977 Soren again went
into hiding again, when the government issued a
shoot-at-sight orders against him as the Jharkhand
agitation led to large-scale violence.

HTC, Ranchi
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Ranchi/Jamtara, July 19: A
criminal writ petition was filed
before the high court today on
behalf of Union coal minister
Sibu Soren soon after a warrant
to arrest and produce him before
a court was handed over to the
superintendent of police at Jam-
tara.

The petition prayed for
quashing the warrant and pass-
ing orders for the withdrawal of
the case against him and 69 other
accused, 25 of whom are said to
have died along with 20 witness-
es since January 1975 when the
Chirudih massacre case was fir-
st instituted.

Attempts by Soren’s lawyers
to mention the petition today for
an early hearing failed when the
chief justice of Jharkhand High
Court, PK.I. Balasubramanyan,
turned down their request.

The petition will again be
mentioned tomorrow, the law-
yers indicated.

The state’s advocate-general,
A K. Sinha, told reporters that
merely by filing the petition, the
minister has not obtained any
immunity from being arrested.
“The warrant is still alive and
police can execute the warrant
till such time when the high
court stays it. Therefore, Soren
canbe arrested,” he said.

Challenging the criminal
proceedings initiated against
him, Soren’s petition said it was
wrong to issue a warrant of ar-
rest against him without issuing
any prior summons or notice to
him in the case.

After securing a regular bail,
Soren pleaded, he had no infor-
mation or knowledge whatsoev-
er about how or when his bail
was cancelled by the sub-divi-
sional judicial magistrate’s

court at Jamtara.
! The lower court had not
leemed it fit to serve him a sum-
nns after apparently can-

‘ng his regular bail in June

“1e said.
2 petition also prayed for
ves to the state govern-
)y withdraw the case as it

BALANCE SHE!

PROSECUTION’S CASE

#Soren did not appear before the court in 1986
along with 9 others despite baing summoned
#Soren was named an accused in the FIR in 1975
indicted by a ‘declaration’ gad named the prime ‘

atcused in the chargasheet

#He was aware of the case because even in 2004
Soren had acknowledged hat the case was
panding in a declaration to the Election

Commission ,

sHp bas, therefore, besn anabsconder for 1
tast 18 years. Since 3 o} the accused have hes
arrested racenfly, Soren connol be Meatad

differently

#hases agalnst Jharkhand actvists, which did

involve loss-of lives or propery, have been
withdrawn. But Chirgdih, whm? 10 peopis died
and many houses torched, s different

DEFENCE CASE

#The violence at Chirudih in 1978 was amob
viojence and part of - the political movement

against moneylanders

#Soren was ot personally irvolved in the violence
#30ren had attended the cosrt for more than five

years inthe cass

#Since 1986 he never received any summon from

the court

#He was nof aware that he was wanted by the court.
Jharkhand government has withdrawn political cases
instituted during the Jharkhand mavement. Chirudih
case is also one of them and should be withdrawn

was political in nature and relat-
ed to the movement for a Jhark-
hand state.

Several such cases, the peti-
tion pointed out, had already
been withdrawn by the state gov-
ernment.

Tension is building up insev-
eral parts of the state, where
JMM workers hit the streets to
protest against the alleged con-
spiracy to discredit Soren.

In both Ranchi and Jamshed-
pur, JMM workers, carrying
swords and other traditional
weapons, held demonstrations,
complaining about theirleacer
being “framed”.

They raised slogans agaiist
the state government and te

BJP for falsely implicating
Soren in the case.

RS. Mazumdar, Soren’s
lawyer, refused to divulge infor-
mation, pleading that “it is not
proper to discuss the issue in the
open since the matter is sub ju-
dice now”.

JMM leaders and workers
thronged the court when Soren’s
lawyers filed the petition for
quashing the case against him.

They were seen confabulat-
ing with lawyers and making
enquiries about the fate of
“Guruji”.

Earlier in the day, the war-
rant for arrest of Soren and nine
others accused along with him
in the Chirudih massacre case of

1975 was formally sent to Jam-
tara superintendent of police
Shashi Nath Jha for execution.

The warrant has been issued
in continuation of the earlier or-
ders of the sub-divisional judi-
cial magistrate of Jamtara in
1986.

Sources at the district police
headquarters confirmed that
they had received the orders
today from the court but refused
to divulge their strategy.

The sources, however, said
since Soren is a member of Par-
liament and a cabinet minister,
permission would have to be sou-
ght from the Lok Sabha Speaker
for arresting the tribal leader.

Necessary formalities in thie

. Warrant sends Soren to high court

direction have already been ini-
tiated at the government level,
the sources added.

Soren’s counsel Sanjeev
Kumar Mahata pleaded before
the court for the certified copies
of the case file along with the
vakalatnama of a senior Supr-
eme Court lawyer and Congress
leader:

Chief minister Arjun Mun-
da, asked to comment on the iss-
ue, said the law will take its own
course.

“The state administration
will seek the Lok Sabha Speak-
er’s permission to arrest Soren if
the court wished Soren to be pre-
sented before it,” the chief min-

M
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Debt drives 95 to
suicide in Kerala

(\’(\7, \W . .“ V/

Press Trust of India
Thiruvananthapuram, July 11

SPURT IN suicide of debt-burdened
farmers has become a major cause
of concern in Kerala with the UDF
government coming under attack
for its alleged failure to apprise the
magnitude of the human tragedy.

Though the government is yet to
come out with statewide figures, re-
ports from across the state said
about 95 cases of farmers’ suicide
have been reported since January.

In most instances, the victims
were said to have driven to the ex-
treme step by debt-trap they had fall- attributed to have been driven to the
en into over the years. extreme step by debt burden.

The Left parties had charged the The administration sources put
A K. Antony government with hid-  the number of cases triggered by
ing facts from the Centre thereby debt or crop failure was 19 and in
coming in the way of the victims’ most other instances other causes
families getting compensated. had worked.

The government’s critics had “We could only go by the FIR pre-
pointed out that in a reply to Parlia- pared by the police. In many cases in-
ment recently Union agriculture vestigations are on. There were also
minister Sharad Pawar had re- instances of suicide cases turning
vealed that the state government out to be murders when the investi-
had not furnished details of the gationis completed,” sources said.
farmers' suicides. The state was this year hit by a se-

The last two cases had come from  vere drought forcing the farmers to
the hilly Wayanad district in north withhold repayment of loans allow-
Kerala where two farmers killed ing the interest to mount.
themselves at Mullankolli and While the state government had
Poothadi on Friday. declared moratorium on loans pro-

In both the cases, the family mem-  vided by state-run institutions and
bers of the victims had attributed  held up recovery procedures against
the reason for suicide as inability to  defaulters, banks and other credit
repay bank loans and the state’sfail-  institutions are yet to come out with
ure to deliver relief schemes. meaningful concession packages.

Wayanad district administration Farmers’ forums in Wayanad had
sources said the figures appearing often alleged that the relief meas-
in the media were often inflated as  ures of the government were yet to
any farmer committing suicide was reach the tillers.
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/" Trinamool
rebels moving

\)

@ towards

Congress

By Malabika Bhattacharya

KOLKATA, JUNE 10. The National-
ist Trinamool Congress appears
to have come unstuck following
the Congress president, Sonia
Gandhi’s meeting with one of
Trinamool’s key rebels a few
days ago in Delhi, sending sig-
nals to many rebels.

On June 1, Sudip Bandopad-
hyay, former Trinamool chief
whip in Parliament, announced
his return to the Congress after
“a gap of several years.”

He turned a rebel early this
year and fought against the par-
ty candidate in Kolkata North-
West on May 10 enabling the
CPl (M) to win the seat. “She
(Ms. Banerjee) has expelled me
from the Trinamool. But I don’t
want to take political sanyas, so
I have decided to return to the

NEWS ANALYSIS

Congress,” Mr. Bandopadhyay
had said.

What also came as a blow was
the movement of Bikram Sar-
kar, former Trinamool MP, in
the direction of the Congress.

On June 1, Mr. Bandopad-

| hyay, his wife Nayana, also sus-
pended Trinamool MLA, and
Mr. Sarkar shared the dais with
one of West Bengal Congress
heavyweight leaders, Somen
Mitra.

They had all gathered at a
function held in remembrance
of B.C. Roy, one of the architects
of post-independence Bengal.

Mr. Sarkar said that unless
Ms. Banerjee changed her “au-
tocratic” style of functioning,
there was no future for the par-

|
r

He criticised Ms. Banerjee for

not being able to highlight the
reported starvation deaths in
Amlasol village in Midnapore
district.

He said he could not appre-
ciate protests like banging
heads over the fuel price hike. “I
don’t bang my head. I don’t be-
lieve in such things.”

Mr. Bandopadhyay, who has
floated the Ganatantrik Un-
nayan Mancha, said the man-
cha should be treated as a sort
of an umbrella to provide shel-
ter to all dissatisfied Trinamool
functionaries.

He and many like him would
join the Congress shortly, he
said. He had met Ms. Gandhi,
the Union Ministers Pranab
Mukherjee and P.R. Das Munshi
and Mr. Mitra, former State par-
ty president, and discussed the
issues with them.

Mr. Sarkar has come under
severe attack from Ms. Baner-
jee’s followers who described
him as “opportunist and power-
hungry.”

Nine Trinamool MILAs, in-
cluding Sonali Guha, Arunava
Ghosh and Jyotipriya Mullick
said in a statement that without
Ms. Banerjee’s efforts, Mr. Sar-
kar could not ever become MP.

“Now Sarkar has started crit-
icising her [Ms. Banerjee]. He
never loved the party. He came
to Trinamool only to get bene-
fits. Now that he has lost the
election, Sarkar has begun to
criticise ~her. He stands
exposed.”

Mr. Sarkar’s move was not an
isolated incident. The rebellion
within the Trinamool came to
the fore on June 28 when five
Trinamool MLAs defied the par-
ty whip and abstained from vot-
ing in the Rajya Sabha election.
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BJP breaks agiaﬁce with AIADMK

NEW DELHI 30 MAY

HE BJP today formally

called off its pact with the

AIADMK in Tamil Nadu.
“The alliance was forged for elec-
tions....The polls are over,” BJP
president M Venkaiah Naidu told
reporters in Chennai. This was
expected as Ms Jayalalitha last
week indicated on a course cor-
rection by rolling back a series of
poll-eve Cabinet decisions. In
fact, it was these decision of the
Jayalalitha regime — which in-
cluded an ordinance to ban con-
version — that brought the BJP

The BJP leadership,
which went alongwith
the assessment of Hindu
Munnani leaders from
the state as well as some
leaders close to the RSS,
created an atmosphere of i
mistrust in the NDA, leading to
the DMK's exit from the alliance.
It went to the extent of planning
a clause in the Representation of
People’s Act for banning Vaiko, a
Pota detenue at that juncture,
from contesting election.

The debacle in Tamil Nadu has
naturally strengthened those
who had argued against an al-

liance with the AIADMK
in the BJP. In fact, the
leadership, which placed
allits eggs in the Vajpayee
basket, had spiked pro-
posals for pacts with
JMM, AGP and HVP. The
loneliness in Tamil Nadu
prompted the BJP president from
making a categorical statement
about the end of the alliance. “The
alliance was formed for the elec-
tions.... The polls are over. You un-
derstand better,” he told reporters
here when asked if the tie-up
would continue in the state.

“The question of alliance
would be decided at the time of

elections. This is the stand of all
political parties”, Naidu said.

Asked if he had discussed the
electoral performance with Ms
Jayalalitha, he replied in the neg-
ative and said if required he
would talk with her. However,
Mr Naidu said there was no need
for Ms Jayalalithaa to step down
as demanded by Opposition par-
ties. “There is no rule that a party
inthe state should resignifitgota
drubbing in the parliamentary
elections. In that case, chief min-
isters of Kerala, Punjab, Uttaran-
chal and Maharashtra where the
Congress performed miserably
should go,” he said.
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he Constitution of India
Tdoes not provide for the

right of recall of elected
legislators individually or collec-
tively. If such a provision existed,
the continuance of a Legislative
Assembly might not be justified
if the ruling party loses in the
election to the Lok Sabha. When
the Janata Party was voted to
power in 1977, the Morarji Desai
government dismissed the gov-
ernments in 11 Congress-ruled
states and dissolved the respec-
tive legislative assemblies as the
party was totally routed in these
states in the Lok Sabha election.
The dismissal was challenged in
the Supreme Court by the state
of Rajasthan.

A seven-member Constitution
Bench headed by the then Chief
Justice Bhagwati ruled that dis-
solving the Assembly -solely on
the ground that the people had
voted differently in the Lok Sab-
ha election would be an indirect
exercise of the right of recall of
all members by the President
without there being any such
provision in the Constitution.

Total rout

However, the Bench noted,
the situation before it for
consideration was wholly differ-
ent. This was not a case where
just an ordinary defeat had been
suffered by the ruling party in
the state in the Lok Sabha elec-
tion. There was a total rout of
candidates belonging to the rul-
ing party who were unable to
secure a single seat. Never in the
history of this country has such a
clear unequivocal verdict been
given by the people, never a
more massive vote of no-con-
fidence in the ruling party (AIR
1977/1361, para 147).

When there was such a crush-
ing defeat suffered by the ruling
party and the people had ex-
pressed themselves categorically
against its policies, it clearly
indicated complete alienation
between government and peo-
ple. It is axiomatic that no gov-
ernment can function efficiently
and effectively in accordance
with the Constitution in a demo-
¢ratic set-up unless it enjoys the
goodwill and support of the peo-
ple. Where there is a wall of
estrangement which divides the
government from the people ‘and
there is resentment and anti-

The author, a veteran journalist who
retired from The Statesman, is based

. in Chennai.
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AIADMK Has Lost Its Mandate
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By SAM RAJAPPA

pathy in the hearts of the people
against the government, it is not
at all unlikely that it may lead to
instability and administration
may be paralysed, the Bench ob-
served while upholding the dis-
missal of the state government.
The 10 May Lok Sabha elec-
tion in Tamil Nadu has created a
wall of estrangement between

the state government and the
people. Not only did the ruling
AIADMK lose in 233 of the 234
Assembly segments in the 39
Lok Sabha constituencies in the
state, the lone by-election to the
Assembly from the Mangalore
segment of Chidambaram Lok
Sabha constituency held simul-
taneously also went in favour of
the opposition DMK. Therefore,
Jayalalitha cannot trot out the
usual excuse that people vote
differently in parliamentary and
Assembly electiors.

Consent

The Assembly has clearly
ceased to reflect the will of the
people. Merely because the
ruling party in a state suffers
defeat in the Lok Sabha election
cannot by itself be a ground to
say that the government of the
state could not be carried out in
accordance with the provisions
of Article 356 of the Constitu-
tion. But the consent of the peo-
ple is basic to democratic gov-
ernment. When that consent is
withdrawn entirely and unequi-
vocally so as to leave no room
for doubt about the intensity of
public feeling against the ruling
party, the moral authority of the
government would be seriously

compromised, Justice Bhagwati
had ruled.

In the case of Tamil Nadu, the
AIADMK rode to power in 2001
on the back of the Congress,
Tamil Maanila Congress (which
has since merged with the
Congress), CPI, CPI-M, Muslim
League and the Pattali Makkal
Katchi, with the Marumalaret

Dravida Munnctra Kazhagam
lending a helping hand from
outside. All these parties have
either been sent out by Jaya-
lalitha or left on their own the
AIADMK alliance and have
joined DMK:-led Democratic
Progressive Alliance which won
all the 39 Lok Sabha scats in the
state. It would be unrealistic to
expect Jayalalitha to step down
owning moral responsibility for
the rout. But if allowed to con-
tinue, it would only be a lame
duck government and people
suffer unnecessarily.
Jayalalitha’s decision to re-
verse the policies and program-
mes pursued by her government
the last three years is a clear
admission that they lacked the
people’s support. Announcing
these measures in a press state-
ment, she said: “My government
has and will always be a people’s
government responding to their
every need”. If only she had
heeded public opinion as and
when she took these unpopular
and anti-people measures, the
AIADMK would not have been
reduced to this sorry state. Clai-
ming that she had always be-
lieved that truth should be faith-
fully reported and distortions
should not creep in while

reporting, she ordered all the de-
famation cases numbering more
than 100 filed by her government
against the print and the elec-
tronic media should be with-
drawn immediately. I have every
confidence and hope that the
media will respond positively to
this gesture by ensuring unbias-
ed reporting, upholding the best
traditions of journalistic ethics,
she said. That none of these cas-
es could stand judicial scrutiny
was glossed over. Jayalalitha also
promised to move a resolution in
the Tamil Nadu Assembly to
drop all proceedings against The
Hindu and other newspapers in
connection with alleged breach
of privileges that figured in
November last year.

Weapon

The weapon Jayalalitha used
to woo the BJP and drive out the
DMK and its allies from the
National Democratic Alliance
was the enactment of the Tamil
Nadu Prohibition of Forcible
Conversion of Religion Act. The
BJP leaders hailed her as the
new messiah and harbinger of
Hindutva. Though she said the
Act was enacted with the good
intention of promoting harmony
among all religions and that it
was never intended to be used
against the minorities, in prac-
tice it was used only against
Christians and Muslims, both
followers of religions that encou-
rage proselytisation. The legisla-
tion earned her the wrath of all
communities, including Hindus.

After the election debacle, she
has ordered its immediate repeal.
Much against Atal Behari
Vajpayee’s better judgment, Lal
Kishan Advani and Venkaiah
Naidu prevailed in the NDA to
jettison the DMK and its allies
and take the AIADMK on board.
Vajpayee, who described the 13
months in 1998-99 when he had
to co-exist with the ATADMK in
his government as the worst
period in his entire political
career, reluctantly went along, If
only the status quo was
maintained, the DMK front
would have contributed 40, in- -
cluding the Pondicherry seat, and
the NDA would have emerged
with 225 members in the new Lok
Sabha instead of 185 and the
Congress and allies would have
been relegated to the number
two position with 177 instead if
217 members and Vajpayee
would have got another term to
complete his unfinished tasks.
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Ally’s ‘coterie’ shir
on Sonia & Singh

>
RTHS

DMK THREAT TO SIT OUT OVER
o

HT Correspondents
Chennai/New Delhi, May 24

COTERIE. IT was a word that had
haunted the Rajiv Gandhi govern-
ment. Manmohan Singh and Sonia
Gandhi saw it hurled at them today
— on the second day of their gov-
ernment’s tenure — by an ally that
refused to join the government after
getting seven ministers sworn in.

DMK chief M. Karunanidhi
blamed a “coterie” around Sonia
and the new Prime Minister for the
Congress’s alleged failure to hon-
our an understanding on portfo-
lios, and said his party would stay
out of the government until this
was “rectified”. :

A worried Manmohan called up
the DMK chief and promised that
the “mistakes” would be corrected
in 10 days. Karunanidhi said he
would be happy if the problem was
solved before that. “It is better for
both the leaders (Sonia and Man-
mohan) to identify the coterie and
move away from it,” he said. Asked
if he could identify the “coterie”,
he said it could be a “Chidambara
rakasiyam (secret) or Mayiladuthu-
rai” — obvious references to Fi-
nance Minister P Chidambaram
and Petroleum Minister Mani
Shankar Aiyar.

Karunanidhi’s grouse centres on
three portfolios that have been de-
nied to his party: Shipping for TR.
Baalu (along with surface transport
and highways), revenue department
under the finance ministry for
Palanimanikkam (MoS) and the per-
sonnel department under the home
ministry for M. Raghupathy (MoS).

Karunanidhi displayed a letter
signed by him and Congress leader

. N
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Yo

M. Karunanidhi

Janardhan Reddy which specified
the ministries and departments to
be allotted to the DMK’s ministers
of state. “This was finalised after I
spent eight days in Delhi; but the
moment I left, somebody seems to
have played mischief,” Karunanid-
hi told reporters. But could he with-
draw support on the issue? He said:
“We're not that narrow-minded, es-
pecially when the DMK has con-
tributed 90 per cent to the front’s
sweep in Tamil Nadu.”

To another question, he replied
that the DMK’s initial decision to
stay out of the government appears
in hindsight to have been a wise
one. “But we were persuaded by So-
nia, Surjeet, V.P. Singh and A.B.
Bardhan.”

Manmohan'’s telephone call to
Karunanidhi came amid hectic
parleys between senior Congress
leaders and DMK minister
Dayanidhi Maran to find a way out
of the crisis. Maran and Union
Commerce and Industry Minister
Kamal Nath, who is also AICC gen-
eral secretary in charge of Tamil
Nadu, held talks with Sonia and
the Prime Minister.

29 W 70!
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"Accord on porifolios not
“honoured: Karunanidhi

By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAI, MAY 24. While promis-
ing continued support to the
United Progressive Alliance
Government, the Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam (DMK) presi-
dent, M. Karunanidhi, said
today that the party’s seven
Ministers would assume office
on the basis of the decision of
the Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh, on reallocation of
portfolios.

Mr. Karunanidhi said he was
hopeful that a solution would
emerge soon and asserted that

_ this would not ruin the relations

between the alliance partners.
“Let us have only positive
thoughts,” he added.

The Prime Minister had spo-

| ken to him in the morning and

had asked for 10 days’ time to
find a solution. He had not sug-
gested any alternative. But the
DMK was open to a dialogue,
Mr. Karunanidhi said.

Though the DMK leader ab-
solved the Congress president,
Sonia Gandhi, of any role in the
fiasco saying that she was the
leader of the major alliance par-
ty, he held “a coterie” close to
Ms. Gandhi and Dr. Singh re-
sponsible for the change of
portfolios. “People like that be-
ing around Sonia and Manmo-
han is not correct.” He,
however, refused to name them
and said that he was not sure
who exactly was responsible.

To a question, Mr. Karuna-
nidhi said he agreed that the
crisis did not augur well for an
alliance embarking on the
mammoth task of ruling the
country. Likening the problems
to birth pangs, he said that in a
way it was good that such prob-
lems were being raised since
these could be attended to
straightaway. But the DMK was
not in any way threatening the
Government since it “did not
have a tradition of holding out
threats.”

At a crowded press confer-
ence today, Mr. Karunanidhi
showed a copy of the agreement
that he had signed with Con-
gress leader Janardhana Reddy.
According to the agreement, the
Ministry of Surface Transport,
including the Departments of
Shipping and Highways, was to
have been allocated to T.R. Baa-
lu. Also, S.S. Palanimanickam
was to take charge as the Minis-
ter of State for Finance (with the
charge of the Revenue Depart-
ment). S. Regupathy was to get
charge of the Personnel Depart-
ment and Internal Security as
the Union Minister of State for
Home. )

The charge of Shipping, Fi-

DISCORD AMONG ALLIES: DMK president M. Karunanidhi

B

displays at a press conference in Chennai on Monday the
portfolio allocation agreement he signed with the Congress
leader, N. Janardhana Reddy. — Photo: K. Pichumani
(See also Page 11)

nance and Personnel Depart-
ments were not given to the
DMK despite the agreement,
Mr. Karunanidhi said and add-
ed that he was pained over the
development. The party had not
been informed of the changes in
portfolios beforehand, he said.

The DMK has called for a
meeting of its 20-member high-
level committee to discuss the
issues. Reiterating that the sta-
bility of the Government was
not at stake, Mr. Karunanidhi
said that it was the DMK that

took the initiative to put togeth-
er the alliance here. During the
campaign, the DMK and its
cadre had put in 90 per cent of
the total effort of the alliance.
He was personally against the
DMK being part of the UPA
Ministry. Only because of the
insistence of Ms. Gandhi, the
CPI (M) general secretary, Har-
kishen Singh Surjeet, and the
CPI leader, A.B. Bardhan, did
his party agree to join the Gov-
ernment, he said. v
Editorial on Page 10

Congress hopeful of solution

By Our Special Correspondeént

NEW DELHI, MAY 24. The Congress hopes that the DMK-centric
“problem” will be “sorted out.” Its leaders say they do not
intend to “ditch” a valued partner. The Prime Minister,
Manmohan Singh, had a meeting with the Minister for
Communication and Information Technology, Dayanidhi

Maran.
In the evening, Mr.

Maran met the Congress president,

Sonia Gandhi, and explained to her the “injustice” done to the

DMK in the allocation of portfolios. He told The Hindu:

“1 told

her that the agreement is not being honoured in allotting the
portfolios. She was very much disturbed over the
developments. She was displeased with the party and has
promised to resolve the issue.” He also told her that “we did

not want to join the Ministry in

the first place. We were forced

to take part in the government because of your insistence.
While so, we feel insulted when the agreement was not

honoured.”

THE HINRY
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TIE-UP WITH BJP COST DEARLY, FEEL SOME

Trinamul to remain
in NDA, not to lament
~ defeat, says Mamata

KOLKATA, May 19. — Despite an
‘appeal by the Congress to discard
the BJP and the feeling of a section
of its leaders that the saffron party
had become a liability, the Trinamul
Congress supremo Ms Mamata Ba-
nerjee today said that her party wo-
uld remain in the NDA despite the
huge reversal in the Lok Sabha polls.

“Ms Mamata Banerjee told the
party meeting here being attended
by defeated Lok Sabha candidates,
some NTC MLAs and councillors
that the party will remain in the
NDA,” Mr Ranjit Panja, a member
of the previous Lok Sabha from Bar-
asat who was defeated this time said.

Those present at the meeting in-
cluded Mr Ajit Panja, who was
trounced from Calcutta North East
and Mr Subrata Mukherjee, city
Mayor who lost the election from

THE STATESMAN

Calcutta North West seat.

A section of leaders including se-
nior party legislator Mr Saugata
Roy, who had lost the poll from Dia-
mond Harbour constituency, felt
that the party’s association with the
BJP was a liability in the state.

The Trinamul Congress also began
a brain-storming session to analyse
the causes for the party’s debacle in
the Lok Sabha poll.

The meeting was attended by par-
ty candidates for the just-concluded
polls, MLAs and councilors.

The Trinamul decided not to waste
time in lamenting over its defeat, fix
responsibilities and draw a plan for
checking erosion in the party sup-
port base, especially in view of the
Pradesh Congress’ threat to try and
win over the demoralised and disen-
chanted Trinamul rank and file.

PCC strongman, Mr Somen Mitra,
soon after the results had appealed
to Trinamul activists to desert the
party and return to the Congress fo-
1d “to fight the CPI-M in the state.”

The Trinamul’s candidates, re-
mained tight-lipped about the cau-
ses of their rout with the only excep-
tion of Mr Panja, who was forthcom-
ing enough to name three party
MLAs in his Barasat constituency
for “letting him down”.

Mr Sultan Ahmed, another candi-
date who suffered defeat in the Kat-
wa constituency, said it had been
wrong for the party to quit the NDA-
government when it was “perform-
ing well”. The candidates also re-
portedly blamed the pogrom in Gu-
jarat for the alienation of Muslim
voters.

M 290,
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~"Voters uproot ,
Trinamool %,

Ritwik Mukherjee, A)oy K Das
& Writankar Mukherjee

KOLKATA 13 MAY

E 2004 will be remem-
G bered as Mamata Baner-

jee’s comeuppance! And
as a fallout, the decimation of her
Trinamool Congress, injust seven
years. Far from storming the red
bastion as Mamata has been
dreaming all these years, her flip-
flop politics have left her the sole
winner, with all the rest sitting
MPs of her party biting the dust.

Marnata became part of NDA
and went on to become the rail-
way minister. She quit the gov-
ernment in wake of the Tehelka
scandal, demanding removal of
defence minister George Fernan-
des who was one of her mentors
in Delhi. She allied with the Con-
gress and fought the Assembly
election in West Bengal. Went
back to NDA after not even mak-
ing a dent in the red bastion.
Waited for a berth in the Cabinet
which she finally got, less than a
month before elections were an-
nounced.

Her supporters call her emo-
tional, her critics temperamental
and lacking any political wisdom.
Whatever it be, Mamata’s wild
swings across the political spec-
trum without any moorings left
even her traditional vote bank
sufficiently confused. If not total-
ly disillusioned. They all voted
against her with a vengeance.

Little else can explain the
drubbing of her party even in
supposed strongholds in the city.
Trinamool’s marginalisation in
state politics is complete. Its sit-
ting MPs — Krishna Bose (Ja-
davpur), Akbar Ali Khondakar
(Serampore), Nitish Sengupta
{Contai), Bikram Sarkar (al-
though he changed seats from
Panskura to Howrah), Ranjit
Panja (Barasat), Ajit Panja
(Kolkata North East) — all suf-

fered electoral reversz\
most by huge margins, all in
hands of CPM.

The rebel Trinamool leader
and sitting MP from Kolkata
North West, Mr Sudip Bandy-
opadhyay, who this time con-
tested as a Congress-backed In-
dependent candidate, did get a
pyrrhic victory for being denied
ticket from his traditional con-
stituency. Bandopadhyay -n-
sured that he polled sufficient
votes to let CPM candidate Sud
hanghsu Seal emerge the win
at the cost of Trinamool cand:
date and city  mayo:
Subrata Mukherjee.

That's not all. The party’s
downslide rubbed off on its ally
— the BJP, with both its candi-
dates in the state and former min-
isters (Tapan Sikdar and Satya
Brata Mookherjee) biting the
dust. The saffron brigade has
been wiped off completely in the
red bastion.

Then thereslittle solace for Tri-
namoo} Congress from its party
chief’s victory either.

Mamata Banerjee's margin in
Election 2004 slumped t0 98,729
votes against Congress’ Nafisa Ali
and Rabin Deb of CPM. In her
previous outing her margin of
victory had been over 2 lakh.

West Bengal chief minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee said:
“It was a shame in the first place
that BJP had got a presence in this
state. That shame has been
cleansed by the people here.”

Left Pront chairman Biman
Bose said: “It has been seen that
since the last municipality and
panchayat elections in the state
that people on a micro-level are
shifting from Trinamool to Con-
gress. Trinamool is a party with-
out any proper ideology, policy or
manifesto. Such a party cannot
survive forlong and the party will
now vaporise.”

P Perception factor: P 4 /
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Buddhadeb Bhattachaq 'fael
Trinamul's sole representati
. be Miss Banerjee herseff —

and with the victory margir

than a lakh of votes from he _ Ul

constituency. In 1899, she won by wo

lakh votes; this time, the CPI-M'

ate into her winning margin in a

for the party, ifs ally —
completely wiped out from h

political map as far as representation

Lok Sabha is concerned. The BJP lost
“seats — Dum Dum and Knshnaga

to CPI-M candidates. _

The Left Front, on the other hand, re

is best_ever performance since 13 ,

; k Sab :

the BJP, respectively.
The Congress however, doubled |

sufpnse winner. The maior mmefstma

Left camp included Mohammed Selim
Sudhangshu Sil from Kolkata tons ; ,
Sujan Chakraborty from JadavpurandMr .
Amitava Nandy from Dum Dum. Miss Mamata
Banerjse attributed the Trinamul Con

1o the “demolition” of democi

sts. Miss Banerjee said it '

incumbency” factor that took its tail ]

“In Bengal, it's different” The CPI-M, she
butchered democracy by manipula

lists, intimidating Op '

dep%oymgsscadre to 1
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-~ Karunanidhi rules out

+* Hoining Cong

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Chennai, May 12: As the count-
down to the formation of the
14th Lok Sabha begins, M. Kar-
unanidhi has said the DMK will
not join a Congress-led govern-
ment in case the results throw
up a hung Parliament while all-
ies MDMK and PMK have ruled
out returning to the National
Democratic Alliance.

However, the DMK chief
said staying out of government
was his “personal view”. “I will
put it across to my party execu-
tive and general council mem-
bers and, if they have a better
idea, I am open to it,” he said,
indicating he has not closed his
options.

Asked if the NDA had got in
touch with him, he said: “They
know whom to send feelers to.”
The DMK has earlier ruled out
returning to the Vajpayee-led
alliance.

The DMK-led Democratic
Progressive Alliance met today
to discuss the missing names on
the voters’ list and what they
described as the “attempt to
kill” MDMK candidate S. Ravi-
chandran at Sivakasi by Tamil
Nadu sports minister Inbata-
mizhan on polling day.

Karunanidhi told a news co-
nference that other issues could
be discussed “only after May 13
(when the results will be out)”.

PMK leader S. Ramadoss,
MDMK leader Vaiko, CPM st-
ate secretary N. Varadarajan,
CPI state secretary R. Nallaka-
nnu, state Congress president
G.K. Vasan and TUML chief
Khader Mohideen also attend-
ed the meeting, which called for

Karunanidhi at the meeting
on Wednesday. (AFP)

a statewide protest on May 17
on the two issues and demand-
ed the “immediate arrest” of
the sports minister.

Emerging from the meeting,
Ramadoss was furious about
media speculation that NDA
convener George Fernandes
was rushing to Tamil Nadu to
woo him back. “Is Fernandes a
socialist?” Ramadoss asked an-
grily. “Go ask him to wear saffr-
on robes.” The Vanniyar leader
said there was no possibility of
the PMK rejoining the NDA,
and added that he had made his
position known two months
ago. The BJP had failed miser-
ably on issues crucial to Tamil

Nadu, Ramadoss said.

Vaiko also dismissed specul-
ation about the NDA sending
him feelers. “Some friends of
mine in Delhi only rang me up
after the Sivakasi shootout inci-
dent as they were concerned
about my safety,” he said, add-
ing that no NDA leader had spo-
ken to him.

The MDMK chief, who had
good words for his friends in
the NDA, including Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, was
categorical about not return-
ing to the alliance. “The MDMK
is part of the DMK-led Democ-
ratic Progressive Alliance and
with all sincerity we have wor-
ked for the victory of the allian-
ce. There is no possibility of
switching sides now and the
DPA is intact in Tamil Nadu.”

But he clarified that the
MDMEK will also not join any
Congress-led coalition at the
Centre. The party’s general co-
uncil had adopted a resolution
recently that it would not join
the government at the Centre,
he pointed out. The MDMK is
still a “fledgling party” and did
not want to lose its identity in
Tamil Nadu, he explained. The
MDMK would extend outside
support if a Congress-led coali-
tion comes to power, he added.

Karunanidhi said yesterd-
ay’s talks between Harkishen
Singh Surjeet and Sonia Gand-
hi were held on the basis of dis-
cussions the CPM general sec-
retary had with him at Madur-
aion May 1, but parried all oth-
er questions on government fo-
rmation. The only thing he
seemed certain about was there
would be no third front at the
Centre again.
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/DMK front sweeps polls

“m By V. Jayanth
CHENNAI, MAY 13. The seven-par-
ty Democratic Progressive Alli-
ance (DPA) swept the polls in
Tamil Nadu and Pondicherry,
winning all 40 Lok Sabha seats
at stake. ‘

In what the Opposition lead-
ers called “a lesson” to the “au-
tocratic, anti-people AIADMK
regime”, the electorate voted
overwhelmingly in favour of the
DPA, with some of the frontline
leaders winning by a thumping
margin of over two lakhs.

The verdict, described in
cricketing parlance as a “white-
wash”, drew immediate de-
mands for the resignation of the
Jayalalithaa Government, which
the Opposition leaders claimed,
lost its mandate to govern.

On an average, most of the
DPA candidates won by over
one lakh votes, the margins fall-
ing slightly in the Vanniyar belt
of north Tamil Nadu, which
meant the Rajnikant factor had
little impact on the outcome,
and the prestigious Periyaku-
lam constituency, where the
AIADMK’s T.T.V. Dinakaran lost
by just over 20,000 votes. Ms.

Jayalalithaa’s Andipatti  As-
sembly constituency falls under
Periyakulam.

The Dravida Munnetra Kaz-
hagam (DMK) president and
DPA patriarch, M. Karunanidhi,
who was very confident of this
victory from the very beginning,

e Tptal seats 39
Graphic by Varghese Kallada

expressed “complete satisfac-
tion” with the massive mandate
for his alliance and against the
AIADMK. He has called a meet-
ing of the DPA leaders for Sat-
urday morning and a DMK
executive meeting for the
evening.

From the initial stage of
counting, it became obvious
that an anti-incumbency wave
was sweeping the State and the
DPA candidates notched up
early leads.

Except in Periyakulam, where
it was low, they surged ahead to
romp home. '

The Tamil Nadu Congress
Committee president, G.K. Va-
san, thanking the people for the
“overwhelming mandate”, ex-
pressed the hope and confi-
dence that he could persuade
the DMK leadership to join a

Congress-led secular govern- -

ment at the Centre.

1 ? M;‘V ANy

While the first opinion poll
for the State projected five seats
for the AIADMK-BJP combine,
the exit poll by NDTV raised the
number to eight. But in the end,
the vote surpassed all expecta-
tions to wipe out the ruling
combine. The AIADMK had 11
members and the BJP four in
the dissolved Lok Sabha. Promi-
nent among the BJP’s losers are
the Union Minister, Pon Rad-
hakrishnan (from Nagercoil),
and the State president, C.P.
Radhakrishnan (from
Coimbatore).

Prominent among the critics
of the AIADMK and its leader-
ship is the Union Minister and
BJP leader, Su. Thirunavukkara-
sar, who blamed the defeat on
not just “anti-incumbency” but
the “autocratic behaviour of the
Chief Minister.” He contrasted
the cohesive Opposition alli-

ance and the AIADMK-BJP-

combine, in which there was
complete lack of coordination.

Late in the evening, the
AIADMK general secretary,
Jayalalithaa, in a statement
bowed to the people’s verdict,
even while underlining the fact
that it was a parliamentary
election.

The Tamil Nadu wave swept
through Pondicherry too, taking
the Pattali Makkal Katchi to its
maiden victory in the Union
Territory. Its candidate won by
a margin of over 60,000 votes.
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By K.V. Prasad

COIMBATORE, MARCH 26. 1t is time
India played a role in bringing
about a lasting peace in the eth-
nic strife-torn Sri Lanka, says
the Marumalarchi Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (MDMK).

The party’s manifesto for the
Lok Sabha elections, released
here today by the general secre-
tary, Vaiko, said the Centre
should take note of the “vested
interests” of various other na-
“tions, including superpowers, in
brokering a peace in the island
nation and their consequences.
It should give up the “faulty”
approach adopted so far and

i
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MDMK MANIFESTO RELEASED

contribute to the success of the
peace taiks.

While favouring a negotiated
settlement, the party said a po-
litical atmosphere should pre-
vail, conducive to hammering
out a solution acceptable to Ta-
mils and also help in retaining
their ethnic identity. The mani-
festo accused the Sri Lankan
President, Chandrika Kumara-
tunga, of stalling negotiations
between the two warring sides.

Federation for
brotherhood

To foster brotherhood among
southern States in India, the
MDMK mooted a federation.

i
]

The MDMK general secretary, Valko (second from right), releasing the party’s election

Tamils lived in other States as
much as diverse linguistic
groups were in Tamil Nadu.
Hence, to create a strong bond-
age, the Federation of Southern
States could initially be formed
with eminent thinkers as
members.

The manifesto laid stréss on
decentralisation of powers to
States and called for amend-
ments to Acts to ensure that re-
siduary powers were conferred
on them. Besides, the Centre
should allocate 50 per cent of its
revenue to the States.

All languages in the Eighth
Schedule should be made offi-
cial languages, including Tamil,

s
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manifesto In Coimbatore on Friday.The general secretary of the Marumalarchi Labour Front, S.
Duraisamy, receives the first copy. Looking on (from left) are the former Unlion Ministers,
Gingee Ramachandran and M. Kannappan, and the party candidate for the Tiruchi Lok Sabha
seat and MDMK presidlum chairman, L.Ganesan. — Photo: K.Ananthan
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must help in Sri Lanka peace’

which is the root of all Dravi-
dian languages.

On competitive examinations
of the Staff Selection Commis-
sion, the MDMK wanted the
Government to allow candi-
dates to write answers in the
language of their States. This
could be in addition to English
or Hindi as the medium.

The MDMK would work for
abrogation of Article 356 (which
provides for dismissal of gov-
ernments), ensure social justice
and secularism, a permanent
solution to the Cauvery crisis
and implementation of the
Sethu Samudram project. Given
the widespread drought condi-
tions, it was imperative to na-
tionalise and link rivers.

Addressing partymen after
releasing the manifesto, Mr.
Vaiko said the Democratic Pro-
gressive Alliance would win
“hands down” and the victory
would be a “mortal blow” to the
All-India Anna Dravida Munne-
tra Kazhagam-Bharatiya Janata
Party combine.

‘Not against Hindus’

He said the MDMK was not
an enemy of Hindus. Alleging
that the Chief Minister, Jayala-
lithaa, and Hindutva forces
were trying to portray it as anti-
Hindu, Mr. Vaiko said his party
was not against any communi-
ty. “Actually, there is need to
prevent youth among both
Hindus and Muslims from be-
ing misled by certain forces.”

‘A weapon for poll
battle'p P

The presidium chairman, L.
Ganesar, said the manifesto
touchec on issues which no
other party dared to take up.
“This 8 not a manifesto made
out ofmere paper. It is a weap-
on tofight the electoral battle.”

Th: former Union Ministers,
Ginge Ramachandran and M.
Kamappan, were present,
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ASTAFF REPORT

Calcutta, March 25: Putting an
end to speculation, Trinamul
Congress rebel Sudip Bandopad-
hyay today announced he would
contest from Calcutta Northwest
as an Independent with support
from the Congress.

State Congress president Pra-
nab Mukherjee — addressing a
news conference with Bandopa-
dhyay by his side — said the par-
ty would support him only if he
severed all ties with the National
Democratic Alliance. This is a
subtle shift from its earlier dem-
and that the Trinamul rebel sp-
eak out against his former allies.

- Bandopadhyay, known for his
proximity to deputy Prime Min-
ister L.K. Advani, said he would
no longer maintain any relation

Mukherjee with the Trinamul
rebel. Picture by Pradip Sanyal

with the NDA even if he won the
elections.

“I will contest as a Congress-
backed Independent as I was de-
nied a ticket in Calcutta North-
west, my old constituency, by Tr-
inamul. My party did not re-
spond to my appeals and fielded

/ Cong adopts Sudip |

me from Raigunj in north Ben-
gal,” he said.

Bandopadhyay, the sitting
MP from Calcutta Northwest, in-
curred Trinamul chief Mamata
Banerjee’s wrath by trying to
land a Union ministry berth
with BJP backing in July last
year. Mamata settled scores by
fielding mayor Subrata Mukher-
jee from Calcutta Northwest.

Teacher test cleared

The Election Commission has gi-
ven the go-ahead for continuing
with procedures related to the
School Services Commission ex-
amination in the state. Earlier,
the poll panel had asked the ex-
aminations to be put on hold
after it was alleged that publish-
ing related advertisements flout-
ed the model code of conduct.
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“Now, Spdig)
at Conig door

HT Correspondent ’Q 4 e
Kolkata, March 8 ‘} ( «

AFTER WEEKS
of speculation
and intense par-
leys, rebel Tri-
namool leader
Sudip Bandopad-
hyay said on
Monday that he
is seeking Con-
gress support to
fight the Kolkata
North-West seat
as an Indepen-
dent candidate.

“It’s impossible — especially if its’ a
Lok Sabha election — to fight without
some party’s support. I am appealing to
various parties for support; but the
Congress tops my list,” Bandopadhyay
told Hindustan Times.

State Congress working president
Pradeep Bhattacharjee said talks with
Bandopadhyay on supporting him ag-
ainst Subrata Mukherjee, the Trina-
mool’s official candidate, and any Left
nominee were in an “advanced stage.”

Sources said Bandopadhyay had a
one-on-one with Sonia Gandhi about
two weeks ago after which the Congress
decided to postpone nominating any
candidate for the seat. The party had
earlier thought about fielding Debi Pal.

Bandopadhyay said he would ap-
proach the Congress with a formal re-
quest for support in a day or two. “Tam
not joining the Congress or any other
party. AllI will do is seek support as an
Independent candidate,” he said.

The rebel Trinamool MP said he
would meet the chief electoral officer
on Tuesday to discuss any symbol he
might get.
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BARUN GHOSH

Calcutta, Feb. 15: A defiant Tri-
namul Congress MP Sudip
Bandopadhyay today said he
would not shift from Calcutta
Northwest to Raiganj to “oblige
some people” and instead
contest from the city seat as an
Independent.

“Enough is enough. I don’t
find any justification for my
shift to Raiganj, a place with
which I am not even remotely
connected. This is unjust and
vindictive,” Bandopadhyay sa-
! id. His barbs were directed at
party chief Mamata Banerjee
and a section of the party op-
posed to his candidature.

Bandopadhyay said he wou-
1d contest as an Independent
“to lodge my protest against su-
ch (his party leadership’s) auto-
cratic style of functioning”. He
added: “I have decided to seek
re-election from Calcutta Nort-
hwest as an Independent risk-
ing the displeasure of the party
bosses. There should be a limit
to whimsical politics.”

Asked if this will amount to
violation of party discipline, an

agitated Bandopadhyay said:

“Nothing doing. I cannot go to
Raiganj leaving my people here
in the lurch. I cannot disown
my voters, who want me to seek
re-election from the seat.”

" Bandopadhyay, smarting
under the humiliation of being
denied a “patient hearing” by
Mamata, said: “It was an insult.
Iwrote to her yesterday reques-
ting her to sit with me to sort
out the problem arising out of
my candidature. But she sug-
gested that I talk to those at the
helm in the election committee.
I don’t expect such behaviour
from my leader.”

The Trinamul MP recalled
the time he was expelled from
the Congress in 1997 along with
Mamata and the formation of
Trinamul the next year. “Today
Mamata has forgotten the past
and is out to finish my political
career,” he said, but left room
for rapproachment, adding: “I
still regard her as my leader.”

However, key Trinamul lea-
ders are “angry” at Bandopad-
hyay’s insistence on being allo-
wed to contest from Calcutta
Northwest. “We are watching

ndependent Sud1R t¢
1t ‘whimsical’ boss.gs

the developments. If he contes-
ts violating the party’s decisi-
on, he will face disciplinary act-
ion,” said Mukul Roy, a Trina-
mul general secretary. Roy said
the party would step in as soon
as Bandopadhyay enters the
fray. “Didi wants him to contest
from Raiganj and if he does
not, he will face the music.”

In a bid to cash in on the
squabble within Trinamul, the
Congress said it would back
Bandopadhyay if he contests as
an Independent and seeks sup-
port. “But he has to make his
stand on the NDA clear. We sh-
all extend support only if he pa-
rts with the NDA and contests
as an Independent,” said form-
er party chief Somen Mitra.

The CPM today reiterated
that a party veteran will fight
from Calcutta Northwest to ca-
sh in on a split in Trinamul vo-
tes if Bandopadhyay contests
mayor Subrata Mukherjee.

Veteran CPM leader Jyoti
Basu said: “We are particularly
interested in this seat. We have
decided to field a formidable
nominee to take on the duo and
wrest Calcutta Northw
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~ Cong emb aces ‘clean’ DMK

i e

CHENNALI, Feb. 13. — More than
six years after her party pulled down
the United Front government over
‘the issue of the DMK’s alleged links
with the LTTE which had assassina-
ted Rajiv Gandhi, Congress presi-
dent Mrs Sonia Gandhi met Mr M
Karunanidhi today for the first time
and gave a clean chit to his party in
the matter. In reciprocation, the
DMK chief announced that the
meeting was “a politically good and
honest one” that was “necessary for
the country”. He added that the
partners of the Democratic Progres-
sive Alliance in Tamil Nadu had ac-
cepted Mrs Gandhi as the prime
ministerial candidate of the front.
After the first-ever visit by a Con-
gress chief to the DMK headquar-
ters, she said the final report of the
Jain Commission, which went into
Rajiv’s assassination; had made no
“negative comments” about DMK

THE STATESMAN

aders in the plot. “The interim re-
port made some adverse comments
on some (DMK) leaders, but the fi-
nal report didn’t have any negative
comment on the leaders. Which is
more important, interim or final,”
Mrs Gandhi asked reporters in re-
turn today. It was on the basis of the
interim report of the commission
dwelling on the alleged links be-
tween the LTTE and the DMK in
the assassination of the former
Prime Minister, that the Congress
had demanded the ouster of DMK
ministers from the IK Gujral gov-
ernment. The Congress withdrew
support to the UF government re-
sulting in its fall when its demand for
the ouster was not heeded to.

On a five-hour visit to Chennai to
consolidate the alliance between the
two parties today, Mrs Gandhi was
hosted over tea at the DMK head-
quarters with top leaders from both
parties in attendance. Congress has
bagged 10 out of the 39 seats in Tam-
il Nadu for the next Lok Sabha polls

14 FEp Jppy

- T ——
under a seat-sharing deal with the
DMK.

Describing her 30-minute meeting
with Mr Karunanidhi at the DMK of-
fice as “good”, Mrs Gandhi said that
by visiting Chennai to meet him, she
fulfilled one of her promises made to
the two DMK leaders Mr MK Stalin
and Mr TR Baalu, who had met her
at New Delhi recently. She said that
the DMK-led DPA was “a formidable
and winning alliance” to take on the
BJP-AIADMK combine in the next
polls in Tamil Nadu.

Lashing out at those who had raked
her foreign origin issue, including the
AIADMK supremo and state chief
minister Miss Jayalalitha, Mrs Gan-
dhi asserted that she was an Indian.
“Im Indian by heart. Regardless of
what others say, including the
AIADMK chief, it can’t be removed
from my heart”. On-the dispute over
the allocation of the Pondicherry Lok
Sabha seat to the PMK as per the
seat-deal with DMK, she said a salu-
tion to the issue would emerge soan.



Sonia fore:

A
I am as Indian as

HT Correspondent
Chennai, February 13

CONGRESS PRESIDENT
Sonia Gandhi absolved the
DMK of any involvement
in the Rajiv Gandhi assas-
sination, saying the Jain
Commission’s final report
had not made any critical
observations about her
southern allies.

Speaking to reporters af-
ter a tea hosted by DMK
chief M. Karunanidhi, So-
nia Gandhi also made it
clear that she was as Indi-
‘an as anyone else. “I've
been an Indian in my heart
forever and no one can
take that away from me,”
she said.

Karunanidhi reciprocat-
ed Sonia Gandhi’s gesture,
saying his party had never
questioned the Congress
president’s eligibility for
the post of prime minister.
“Not only the DMK, but
our entire front in Tamil
Nadu will support her”
the DMK leader said.

There were indications
that the southern front
was working out well.
Asked to compare the Con-
gress’s alliance with the
DMK in its earlier al-
liances with the AIADMK,
Sonia Gandhi said: “This
is a formidable and win-
ning alliance.” She added
that the issue of giving the
Pondicherry constituency
to the PMK would be set-
tled soon, a point seconded
by Karunanidhi.

The DMK laid out the
red carpet for the Congress
president, reserving a
marriage hall complex be-
hind its party office for a
high tea that lasted 45 min-

141

ves DMK on Rajiv

anybody else,wéays Cong chief

PTI

Sonia Gandhi garlands the statue of K. Kamaraj in Chennai on Friday.

utes. “The daughter-in-law
has followed the footsteps
of the mother-in-law (Indi-
ra Gandhi),” Karunanidhi
said, referring to the fact
that this was the first time
in 20 years that a Congress
leader had attended such a
function.

Sonia’s visit has boosted
the morale of the local
Congressmen who had
been dispirited after a raw

deal handed out by the
DMK in seat allocations.
“After Soniaji’s visit, the
Congress will recapture its
magic that existed during
the days of Indira and Ra-
jiv,” declared TNCC presi-
dent G.K. Vasan. Only the
election results would
vouch for that.

Meanwhile, despite Con-
gress’s efforts to get the
lone Pondicherry Lok Sab-

ha seat reallocated to it,
PMK said it would defi-
nitely contest the seat.

“PMK contesting from
Pondicherry is final and
firm,” party founder S. Ra-
madoss told reporters at
Ranipet near Vellore.

"The seat has been allot-
ted to PMK and an agree-
ment has been signed to
this effect by “Karunanid-
hi and me,” he said.
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~No budging from bandh call, says Trinamul chief; coal relief rolls out on office Day IV

Tax on top in
Mamata plot

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta, Jan. 12: In her first
public appearance since bagging
the Union coal and mines min-
istry, Mamata Banerjee kick-
started a campaign for the Lok
Sabha elections.

Her stick to beat the govern-
ment with was apparent. The
“burden” of taxes Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee’s government has
put on “common people” will be
fought tooth and nail, the Trina-
mul Congress chief said even as
she rejected a climbdown from
the February 3 bandh call.

The 12-hour shutdown is on
unless the government with-
draws its circular proposing
taxes on pets and livestock in

srural areas, Mamata said. She
. was also not in favour of the life-
“time tax on two-wheelers.
5 “Now the government will
$impose tax on people walking
«the streets of Calcutta. But we
-will fight tooth and nail against
,all kinds of taxes that burden co-
*mmon people,” she said at a pro-
tgramme of the Trinamul-con-
trolled union of Calcutta Munic-
ipal Corporation employees.

Recounting her tenure as rai-

Iway minister, Mamata said she

always thought of “ways to mini-
mise the burden on people”.
“When I was the rail minister, I
never increased passenger fares.
But, at the same time, I worked
ouf ways to increase the revenue
of my ministry,” she said.

With the minority vote base
in mind, Mamata tried to clarify
her alliance with the BJP. “The
Trinamul and the BJP will con-
test the polls on a joint platform,
but it is not religious. It is a polit-
ical platform,” she said.

Describing the state govern-
ment as “bankrupt”’, Mamata sa-
id it is caught in a Rs 1,00,000-cro-
re debt trap and moving aimless-
1y Trinamul, she said, is opposed
to the government’s ways of in-
creasing revenue by bringing bi-
cycles, livestock, pets and rural
roads in the tax net. “If the gove-
rnment does not drop the propo-
sals to tax the rural people, Tri-
namul will launch a bigger mov-
ement against it after the Febru-
ary 3 bandh,” Mamata added.

She charged the CPM-led gov-
ernment with double standards
and said it is now shelving the
rural taxes because the elections
are round the corner. “The gov-
ernment has not withdrawn
the notification served to the
panchayats proposing the taxes.

THE TELEGRAPH

Union coal and mines minister Mamata Banerjee at the meeting on Monday. Picture by Amit Datia

But, at the same time, it is saying
that the taxes will not be im-
posed. It is resorting to this dou-
blespeak because of the Lok
Sabha polls.”

Trinamul sources said on ret-
urning from Delhi last night,

P 3 aan s

Mamata instructed Leader of
Opposition in the Assembly Pan-
kaj Banerjee and aide Mukul
Roy to launch a campaign in the
rural belt in support of the ban-
dh and against the rural taxes.
She also asked mayor Subra-

ta Mukherjee, who was present
at the meeting, to review and re-
structure the procedure of taxa-
tion by the civic bodies.
Mukherjee said the corpora-
tion is drawing up a scheme to
reduce property tax in the city.

A sop and
promise
of more

ASTAFFREPORTER

Calcutta, Jan. 12; Mamata Ban-
erjee, the new coal and mines
minister, today announced a 15
per cent interim relief for seven
million coal industry employees
with effect from January 1.

The minister, who met the
Coal India Limited brass and
leaders of the Joint Bipartite
Coal Committee of India, saidno
colliery would be shut down and
there wotild be no retrenchment.

The statement comes three
days after Mamata took charge
of the ministry and in the face of
Coal India’s attempts to shut
down loss-making collieries.

Mamata’s remarks were wel-
comed by the trade unions. The
minister said she would request
the Union labour department to
discuss the relief with the steel
ministry so that miners at Tata
Steel and the Indian Iron and St-
eel Company also get the benefit.

She would discuss customs
duty on coal with the finance mi-
nister. The unions have urged
Mamata to restore customs duty
on imported coal at the pre-1991
level of 85 per cent. It is 25 per
cent now, The bill to pave the way
for private participation in coal
mining will not be pushed thro-
ugh without the unions’ consen-
sus, Mamata said.
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‘Mamata-tells

< mayor 1o
review taxes

KOLKATA. Jan. 12. — Soon
after she scuttled the mayor’s
plans to impose water tax,
Trinamul Congress supremo
and Union minister Miss
Mamata Banerjee today urged
Mr Subrata Mukherjee to
review and restructure corpo-
ration taxes in Kolkata.

Speaking at the annual func-
tion of the Trinamul-backed
Kotkata Municipal Corpor-
ation’ Employees’ and Wor-
kers’ Union outside the civic
body’s main building today,
she said the aim should be to
enable common people pay
civic taxes which “should be
within their means”.

Miss Banerjee said if the
process of collecting the exi-

sting taxes be made fool-proof -

with each and every tax-payer
in Kolkata making regular
payments, there would be no
need to increase taxes Or
impose the same. Also, rev-
enue will keep pouring in aut-
omatically for the develop-
ment projects. Mounting her

THE STATESMAN

-\

regulation attack on the Left
Front government, Miss
Banerjee said: “The govern-
ment is extorting money by
jmposing taxes on livestock,
among other things. The bank-
rupt government has nothing
better to do than raising mo-
ney employing these means.”

The minister also declared
that the 3 February bandh was
inevitable unless the govern-
ment withdrew the notifica-
tion. Praising the mayor, who
was sharing the podium, he
expressed her appreciation for
the development works taken
up by him as well as the pen-
sion scheme for KMC work-
ers. Mayor Mr Subrata Muk-
herjee, in his address, said that
the pension scheme for KMC
workers has been started. He
also spoke about his plans to
introduce five-days-a-week
scheme for KMC employees.

Opposition Leader in the
Assembly Mr Pankaj Banerjee
blamed the ruling govern-
ment’s faulty economic policy
for the stop on development
work.
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