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EN THE Andhra Pra-
desh Government de-
cided to engage the
Communist Party of In-

dia (Maoists) in peace talks, many
other States facing the naxal prob-
lem began to watch the emerging
scenario with keen interest. It was a
radical decision to address a deep-
rooted problem. The proposed talks
attracted more attention as a similar
exercise ended abruptly two years
ago when the Telugu Desam Party
was in power.

Despite the charge that the effort
was the result of political expedien-
cy, a section of intellectuals was vis-
ibly relieved at the Government’s
decision. It spared no effort in bring-
ing the Maoists and the Government
to the negotiating table. The most
relieved lot were the people living in
the violence-affected areas. The
‘ceasefire agreement’ (though not
official) between the police and the
naxalites meant no more killings.

But it took just seven months for
the initial euphoria to give way to
mutual recrimination. Both sides
now accuse each other of violating
the ceasefire norms and trying to
take advantage of the truce period.
The attitude of give-and-take, exhib-
ited in abundance when the peace
process began, has been replaced
with varying degrees of belligerence.

If the Maoist leadership asked its
cadres to resort to counter-offensive
acts in self-defence, the Government
ordered the arrest of those naxalites
found indulging in extortion or car-
rying weapons while moving about
in the villages. Once again, the law-
will-take-its-own-course idea began
doing the rounds.

The seeds of distrust, in fact, were
sown even before the talks began.
Both sides entered the negotiations
with their own agenda. For the Con-
gress Government of Rajasekhara
Reddy, holding talks with naxalites
was a pre-poll promise. After being
swept to power, the Congress could
neither ignore its promise nor afford
to take a confrontationist stand.

The Maoists too needed some
breathing time. Severe repression
during the Chandrababu Naidu re-
gime had decimated the party’s
grassroots network, especially in the
Telangana districts, which it had al-
ways showcased as a beacon for rev-
olutionaries. Efforts were also under
way for the unification of revolution-
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ackling the Maoi

By K. Srinivas Reddy

The success of any counter-revolutionary strategy
depends on the right mix of policies aimed at
reducing the relevance of revolutionary politics to
even a small segment of society.

.

ary forces in the country. (The CPI-
ML People’s War merged with the
MCCI to form CPI-Maoist)

Apart from the losses the State in-
flicted on the naxalites by decimat-
ing squad after squad, recruitment
into the party fold, mainly from
among workers and students, was
reduced to a great extent though
there was some response from the
peasantry. It was an incongruous sit-
uation because while the revolution-
ary movement was  getting
international attention (the United
States included People’s War in the
list of organisations to be kept under
watch), the people were distancing
themselves from the movement at
the field level.

There were other compulsions
that forced the Congress Govern-
ment and the Maoists to enter into a
dialogue. People were becoming in-
creasingly weary of the strategy of
using assassination as a tool in revo-
lutionary and counter-revolutionary
warfare. Though intellectuals and
civil liberties activists were raising a
hue and cry, the common man
seemed to have become immune to
the violence.

Against this backdrop, the peace
process initiated by the Committee
of Concerned Citizens (CCC) came
like a breath of fresh air. Despite
compulsions on both sides, the peo-
ple by and large welcomed the proc-
ess for the simple reason that the
killings would halt. But now the
peace process is in jeopardy with
criticism mounting against the Gov-
ernment for its conciliatory ap-
proach towards Left-wing
extremists.

During the ceasefire period, the
Maoists grew in strength. They are
reported to have collected huge
amounts of funds and explosives.
Armed cadres moved about openly
holding meetings, creating unease in
society. The Government too tried to
take advantage of the situation.
Since attempts to tackle the problem
on a military plane in the last three
decades had not yielded much, it
had to employ a different strategy. It
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decided to let the Maoists at least
voice their opinions on any subject.

The seemingly unruffled attitude
of the Government strategists to-
wards the Maoists reconsolidating
their position could be understood.
After all, the Government has the ul-
timate weapon of using force to con-
tain extremism. But that would only
be a last resort. It is now clear that
before it takes recourse to this op-
tion, the Government would like to
address the issues that have always
provided space and relevance for
revolutionary politics.

To address these problems, be it
the distribution of land, tackling un-
employment or providing succour to
the poor, the Government has decid-
ed to galvanise the civil administra-
tion, which had by and large
remained aloof with regard to the
naxalite issue. The plan of distribut-
ing one lakh acres of land during the
coming Republic Day celebrations is
in that direction. ’

Development of rural infrastruc-
ture, improving rural employment,
and distribution of land are the three
core non-military components of
the Government’s counter-revolu-
tionary strategy.

But can the Chief Minister, Y.S.
Rajasekhara Reddy, pull it off? As
part of the strategy, official teams
were ordered to visit interior areas to
identify problems that could be
solved. Teams are moving though
tangible results are yet to come.

However, it can be argued that the
counter-revolutionary strategy
planned is not without its flaws. The
Government should have made a
careful estimate of the situation and
evolved a realistic long-term plan
with time-bound goals to wrest the
initiative from the naxalites.

So far, the Government has only
responded to the issues raised by the
Maoists. The administration is teo
slow to be pro-active and situations
borne out of this scenario do provide
a fillip to revolutionary politics.
While the Maoists follow a brilliant
mix of psycho-military-politico
strategies as laid down by Mao Ze-

sts
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dong, Governments lag behind.

And underground outfits enjoy
the advantage of using terror effec-
tively; in whatever way they term it.
Where propaganda fails, intimida-
tion works. There is a danger in not
realising that the Maoists do take full
advantage of ceasefire periods to
recruit, train, expand activity, con-
solidate by merging organisations
and seek international support. Ne-
pal is an example where the Maoists
used this strategy effectively and the
result is there for all to see.

Is the Andhra Pradesh Govern-
ment adopting an effective counter-
revolutionary strategy? Or is it mere-
ly nursing the hope of solving the
problem through reforms? Is it
merely indulging in the process of
talks with the belief that it can win in
any situation keeping the factor of
the use of force as alast resort? There
are several questions without
answers.

Is there a way out? The success of
any counter-revolutionary strategy
depends heavily on the right mix of
military and political strategies
aimed at reducing the relevance of
revolutionary politics even to a small
segment of society. The administra-
tion must become accountable and
pro-active; the public’s needs should
be assessed regularly and attended
to immediately. Perhaps, the time
has come to introduce suitable
changes in the current administra-
tive set-up.

For example, the institution of
Collectorates has almost become
dysfunctional because of the in-
creasing number of responsibilities
thrust on the District Collectors.
Merely appointing Special Collectors
in addition to the District Collector
in some districts, as done in Andhra
Pradesh, may not serve the purpose.
Instead, each district could be divid-
ed into two or three small units and
funds released directly. Smaller ar-
eas to administer means more effec-
tive functioning. Most importantly,
the Government must discard the
strategy of using assassination as a
tool in fighting the Maoists. Such
tactics have proved to be counter-
productive in the past. A welcome
development in Andhra Pradesh is
that Dr. Reddy has issued clear in-
structions in this regard. Now, there
are instances of police arresting
armed naxalite cadres, a rare hap-
pening earlier.



~Police raids continue,

qSays CPI
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By Our Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD, DEC. 14. Accusing
the Andhra Pradesh Govern-
ment of violating all norms of
the ceasefire agreement, the
Communist Party of India
(Maoist) has asked its cadres to
“take all steps to protect them-
selves from the police raids” ir-
respective of whether the
current ceasefire period is ex-
tended or not.

In a three-page statement is-
sued here on Tuesday night, the
CPI (Maoist) called upon people
to “effectively counter all ac-
tions by the police.” The ultra
left extremist party also asked
people not to allow any political
activity or political meetings, if
they and the revolutionary par-
ties were denied the right to
hold meetings peacefully.

Three top leaders of the party
heading the revolutionary
movement in three zones, Ra-
makrishna of Andhra Pradesh
State Committee (APSC), Jam-
panna of North Telangana Spe-
cial Zonal Committee (NTSZC),
and Sudhakar of Andhra-Orissa
Border Special Zonal Commit-
tee (AOBSZC), were the signato-
ries to the statement, issued just
two days before the lapse of the
ceasefire agreement, now in
vogue.

The naxalite leaders main-
tained that despite the cease-
fire, police were continuing
their raids in different forms.
“Hence, we call upon the party
committees, members, military
commands, members of the
People’s Liberation Guerilla Ar-
my (PLGA) to take up counter-
offensive steps for
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@ Call for “counter-offensive”

self-preservation.”

Striking a belligerent note,
the party leadership instructed
its armed cadres to “intensify
the counter-offensive campaign
from December 25,” till such
time the Government initiated
action against the police officers
responsible for violation of the
ceasefire conditions. The inten-
sified offensive would continue
till the Government stopped the
combing operations to create
an atmosphere conducive for
holding talks.

They alleged that the Chief
Minister, Y.S. Rajasekhara Red-
dy, was “directly encouraging”
the police to “unleash repres-
sion” against the naxalites and
was ordering police raids and
the arrest of party cadres.

The actions of the Congress
Government were a clear indi-
cation that like its predecessor it
viewed naxalism as a law and
order problem and not as a so-
cio-economic issue, they said.
In the backdrop of combing op-
erations, foisting of cases and
covert operations, the only op-
tion left for the Maoist party was
to resist state violence the only
way it knew, they said.

Arguing that subsequent
round of talks would not be
possible under the present cir-
cumstances, the Maoist leaders
said the Government was evinc-
ing no interest in meeting any of
its demands.

No false case had been with-
drawn. Nor was there any sign
of withdrawal of private armies
created by the police as de-
manded during the first round
of talks, they said.
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KOLKATA, Dec. 10.
“Bandook-er jabab bandook
noi.” (Violence will not be our
answer to violence). This was the
chief minister, Mr Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee’s
about tackling Naxalite prob-
lems in West Bengal. He said it
was the poor socio-economic
condition of the people that
compelled them to take up arms.

“The lot of the Adivasis has
to be alleviated. Otherwise, the
problem will never be solved,”
Mr Bhattacharjee said. He was
speaking at the seminar,
Human Rights and
Development, organised by
West Bengal Human Rights
Commission to observe Human
Rights. Day at Nandan this
evening.
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"Horrible jails’
KOLKATA, Dec. 10. — For the first
time, Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee,
conceded the jails in the state are
“horrible”. “It is very sad that inmates
have to live in inhuman conditions in
jails. We are rying to improve the
condition of prisons” — SNS

Referring to the recent bomb
blast at Kakrajhore in West
Midnapore, the chief minister
said that violence begets vio-
lence. “If the state too takes to
guns, it will be a violation of
human rights. The needs of the
disgruntled people have to be
taken care of. Unlike other
states we will not declare any
political outfit as illegal nor opt
for any draconian law like
Pota,” he points out.

Denounced the USA for its
anti-human rights activities in

Ifare, not war to
Naxalites: Buddha

Afghanistan and Iraq, he said:
“The West has a different per-
ception of human rights and for
them, the freedom of the press
and personal freedom are most
important issues. But for us, it
is all about providing food,
shelter and better healthcare to
people. Only freedom of the
press cannot do the needful,”
Mr Bhattacharjee said.

He said that the state has
received 451 recommendations
till date from the state Human
Rights Commission and has
accepted most of them. Mr
Justice Shyamal Kumar Sen,
chairman, WBHRC, said: “We
have to make people conscious
about their rights.” Among oth-
ers, renowned social activist
and writer Maheswata Devi
and a senior member of
WBHRS, Dr Amit Sen, were
present.
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- Naxal outfit to observe e

“‘black day’ on December

By K. Balchand

PATNA, DEC. 5. With the Bihar
Government coming down
heavily on its rally here and
supporters across the State, the
Krantikari Janshangharsh Ekju-
tata Samiti has decided to ob-
serve a ‘black day’ on
December 10 to protest against
the “repression unleashed” on
it. '

Even though the Samiti had
obtained the permission of the
district administration to use
the Gandhi Maidan for two
days — December 4 and 5 —
for its rally as also for the route
of its procession approved, the
Patna District Magistrate (DM)
had in his order on Saturday
evening maintained that no
permission had been granted to
the CPI (Maoists) and that the
rally had been banned.

According to the DM’s ad-
vertised order, the CPI
(Maoists) had given the call for
the rally, though it was actually
the Samiti which had done so
to welcome its formation con-
sequent to the merger of the

06 DEC 2008

banned outfits — People’s War
and the Maoist Communist
Centre.

The police swooped down at
various points picking up the
Samiti’s leaders, including Tara
Singh, Sukhvinder Kaur from
Punjab and its convener, Raj
Kishore.

The police totally dismantled
the rostrum at the Gandhi Mai-
dan and seized all materials.

Baton charge

Heavy police deployment
had been made to prevent the
supporters of the Samiti from
holding rallies at Gandhi Mai-
dan.

With the ban order being is-
sued late in the evening, most
rallyists were apparently un-
aware about it and made their
way to the Gandhi Maidan only
to bear the brunt of the police.

Several women and children
were injured in the baton
charge resorted to intermittent-
ly throughout the day to dis-
perse them and prevent them
from assembling at the Gandhi

10

Maidan. More than 500 sup-
porters of the Samiti were ar-
rested across the State.

The organising members of
the Samiti later held a meeting
denouncing the administra-
tion’s action and maintained
that the CPI (Maoists) had not
been banned ever since it
came into existence. Talking to
reporters, the Samiti members,
Triveni Singh, Amitabh, Bhag-
wan Paswan and Jitan Maran-
di, claimed that the ban had in
fact served their cause as it had
helped to lend “colour” to their
struggle.

They claimed that their sup-
porters had held several road
corner meetings and expressed
their ire against the State Gov-
ernment.

They claimed that at ledst
300 of them had been injured.
One person, Jitan Manjhi, had
suffered a serious head injury. |

The Samiti members alleged
that the repressive action
would prove counter-produc-
tive to the Rashtriya Janata Dal
as it would affect its rally on
December 23.
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“Naxalites plow up state

Statesman News Servnce§

«,J?

MIDNAPORE/KOLKATA, Dec. 5.
— Naxalites in the state are now tar-
geting government guest houses. Last
night’s attack on three at Kakrajhore
in Belpahari of Midnapore West
between 10 and 11 p.m. is possibly
the first incident of its kind and
comes after an appeal by chief minis-
ter Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee in
Purulia last week urging them to give
up arms.

Around 150 CPI(Maoist) mem-
bers split into three groups. One of
these groups triggered six landmine
blasts in Kakrajhore, blowing up
three guest houses. Two — Prakriti
Bhraman Kendra and Ban Bungalow
belonged to the forest department
while the Yuba Kalyan Abas
belonged to the youth department.
Nobody was injured, but police
believe that the blasts were triggered
off possibly because the divisional
forest officer of Jhargram was to stay

overnight in one of the g % houses.

The leaflets left behind by the out-
fits justified the blasts saying that
“the guest houses had become cen-
tres of flesh trade”.

Another group raided a house
rented by a contractor who was
building a 12-km road from Odol-
chua to Kakrajhore for the Prime
Minister’s Gram Sadak Yojana.

A payloader and a tractor-trolley
were set on fire and the driver of the
payloader was beaten up. Naxalites
barged into the house and demanded
money from the labourers. When the
they expressed their inability to pay,
the Naxalites went on a rampage.

The third group beat up five CPI-
M workers, including Kakrajhore
gram panchayat member Mr Kailas
Mura. Banamali Mura, Dukhu Mura,
Padma Mura and Baneshwar Mahato
were the others who were assaulted.

CPI-M state secretary Mr Anil
Biswas said in Kolkata that the
Kakrajhore incident shows the outfit
is against development and is work-

est houses

ing for landowners and not the poor
as they claim.

The DG of West Bengal Police,
Mr Shyamal Dutta, said: “Security
has been beefed up. I am awaiting a
report of the incident. Senior offi-
cers have reached the site.”

District Magistrate Mr Chandan
Sinha said that security will be
strengthened so that the develop-
ment work isn’t halted in the area.

A largg police contingent, includ-
ing the combat force, RAF and
Eastern Frontier Rifles personnel
conducted a combing.operation but
no arrests were made. Mr Ajay
Nanda, the SP, and Mr Jogesh
Chatterjee, the IG (western range),
have reached the area.

The Midnapore-Bankura-Purulia
zonal committee of the CPI(Maoist)
had circulated a statement in
Belpahari on 16 November accusing
police of perpetrating atrocities on
innocent people.

Photograph on page 6




oul] ayy Sur
~SSOID PUNOJ e SI[eXeN
9y}  oIdYm  uonenyis
® [B3p 01 A[108X3 MOy mOuy
10U pIp A9y} Se “JUWUID
-A03 oy} wouy  Arep pue
uonoANp Jo asuas, e 108
Aoy1 pres 1o1e] Sunoow ayy
papusne oym s4s syl
*SIY) UT UOSBaI1 998
P[noM. saliexeN oy3 eyl
pue JuaWILA03 oY) 03 9[q
-eydaooeun st suodeam Fur
-A1Ied paurejurew 9y mou
13 se ‘syfe3 aoead ayy uo
Juleaq snopuswoan 1eaq
SIewas s Appoy 1Qg
« ME[ o) pue sonye)s

TN
01 SutpIodoe v :Mn&\oﬁ\ ‘pres ay _ ‘je 1e paje
~19]03 3q jou [[im SHGdESM  -19]0) 3G JOUURD UONIOIXD
“SIY} pue ASUOW UONIOIXD

Inq Sulyou st siy,, "yseo
U1 y3e] o Y punose Suikx

yim  sofeqa Juusiuo
quowisseley ‘uoneprwunul
‘uonIOIXy “IOpIO pue me|
urejurewr 03 Anjiqisuodsai
Ino£ s11,, ‘poreioqerd oy
«uonensw
-Pe 3y ul enIaul pue Ajixe|
Jo Suieey v oq jou
219y} 31977 (JuUaWIUISAOR)
sn 03 ssooo1d sy} oABaf
nok pue ssovoid jeoniod
e SE SYRL,, "ssoooxd sy[e;
Y1 Yyum  pasnjuod 108 0)
jou,, so5jod jo syuspusyur
-13dns pue $10399100 101

-1ed s1asiyredwds ojjexeN
WM 0LsIp  peqelipy
Ur apIyaA ' Buizias 9oy
-od oy 01 pairojar oy
"9DUSIIUOD SIOII[0D
B p]o} 9y  ‘suodeom Aiied
ued suo ou ‘uosiad 2jea
-ud ou ey asiseydws [m
O\ "SY[B1 JO pUnNOI puodas
oY} 9q pInom 213Yy] 0s 10
SYIUOUL OM] IXU UI PUE S5
-001d [eontjod e st syeL,,
"UONIASSE
1598u0ns s1y sem siy3 ‘sye;
JO punor 1xau 2y} Ioy [ed
-9 st $s3001d aowved oy
Sunmnp suodeom Juraey jou

noyy Aepy
ut 1omod 01 Bunmos 19)
-3e sxe) ooead ur sisioepy
9} pafefus yuowwionod
Sy 1aye Suruiem 1safuons
sAppoy 1Q sem sy
‘Pres oy qre e
Pa1BI3[0] 3q JOU [[im STY L,
'safeia oys Suneprumur
pue Sunioixo jsurefe sysi
-OR]\ QU1 pourem Auidls
Aepoy Appoy Ieyoyseley
SA 1q e Jargy —
T 9°d ‘AvavIddAH

s)sioepy uo di

A S

i s o
e WY BIYpUy -



/maoists form

~child squadv,ﬂ 3

RANCH]I, Nov. 29. — The Maoist uerrlllas have set
up a child squad called Bal Daasta to spread their ide-
ology in the rural belts of Jharkhand. Last week, cight
children in the age group of eight to 14 were arrested
in Palamau.

Police officers attribute this to recent arrests of
some of their key commanders and desertion by a few
others. To overcome shortage of cadres, the CPI-
Maoist has decided to train children in carrying out
their activities. “For the past few months, members of
the child squad have been spreading messages about
their organisation. All those arrested are experts in
handling arms and ammunition,” said an officer.

The children were arrested from Hariharganj in
Palamau district. While the youngest member of the
squad, Raju (8), hails from Hariharganj, all the other
members are from Aurangabad and Gaya distriets in
Bihar. Police said musical instrument, Naxalite litera-
ture, posters, levy receipts, badges and a hired jeep
have also been seized. The children in order to attract
the crowd used to organise cultural events. During
interrogation, the children said that they were forced
to join the movement and given a second chance they
all wished to go to school. — SNS

e
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Naxalites
o strlke »

M \ terror -
in UP

TAPAS CHAKRABORTY

Lucknow, Nov. 20: Suspected
Naxalites blew up a van carry-
ing policemen, killing 17 of
them, in Uttar Pradesh this
morning.

The extremists were lying
in wait near a culvert for the
van carrying over 40 Provin-
cial Armed Constabulary
(PAC) jawans and five police-
men near Narcoti village in
Chandauli district, about 120
km from Varanasi. Around
8.30 am, as the vehicle slowed
down before the culvert, the
rebels set off landmines and
then opened fire at the team.

Thirteen policemen were
killed on the spot and three
died on the way to hospital in
Varanasi. One person died
after reaching the clinic.

“Local residents heard a
deafening sound. The truck
was tossed into the air before
it crashed to the ground. The
explosion also caused a mam-
moth crater,” said Jaspal
Singh, director-general of po-
lice (PAC), Uttar Pradesh.

The extremists, believed to
be of the Communist Party of
India (Maoist) that was form-
ed after the merger of the Peo-
ple’s War and the Maoist Com-
munist Centre, snatched wea-
pons from the ambushed te-
am, including three AK-47s, ei-
ght SLRs and five grenades,
police said.

The police believe the team
was led into a trap. Yesterday,
Naxalites had raided the hou-
se of a forest officer close to
the ambush spot, and killed
two forest guards and another
person. They left behind a
message saying they were re-
taliating against the exploita-
tion of tribals,

Chief minister Mulayam
Singh Yadav has announced
compensation of Rs 1 lakh ea-
ch for the relatives of the dead.
The government also ordered
amagisterial probe.

Naxalite activities in Son-
bhadra, Chandauli and three
districts bordering Bihar and
Jharkhand in the Varanasi di-
vision started around 1996
with the rebels championing
the cause of tribals.

From being a ragtag
group, the Naxalites have de-
veloped a network and almost
run a parallel government in
the Naugarh forest area, close
to the ambush spot.

UTTAR h
PRADESH &

[
Varanaiyﬂ' .
v ¢ v~ Bihar
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“ Maoists denied permission

C\ V
\
Times News Network

Hyderabad: That the state
government and the naxalites
are on a clear collision path
had become more evident on
Wednesday, with both Hyder-
abad and Cyberabad police
hinting at not allowing the
CPI (Maoist) to hold a public
meeting on November 16.
With Hyderabad police
commissioner R P Singh
dropping enough hints that
he might permit the nax-
alites organise a meeting in
the city, Maoist representa-
tive Ganganna met Cyber-
abad police commissioner
M Mahender Reddy on
Wednesday and handed him
a letter seeking permission
to hold a public meeting at
Pirjadiguda near Uppal on
November 16. )
While Singh cited growing
security concerns in the city

as a reason for denying per-
mission, sources in Cyber-
abad police said Mahender
Reddy might also follow the
same path.

The Cyberabad police had
received information that the
Maoists were resorting to in-
timidation tactics and resort-
ing to forcible collection of
funds for the public meeting.
“The two blasts in engineer-
ing college buses at Kukatpal-
ly and Sarcornagar and the
alleged involvement of the
surrendered naxalites be-
hind the incidents is making
us withold permission,” the
sources pointed out.

Officially, Reddy told the
naxalite leader that the meet-
ing place chosen by the
Maoist was surrounded by
fields and that the pro-
gramme might destroy
standing crops. He asked
Ganganna to obtain consent

\to hold public meeting

letters from the farmers be-
fore taking a final decision
on the request.

Ganganna later told re-
porters that Reddy had want-
ed him to meet again on
Thursday. He hoped the po-
lice would grant permission
to hold the programme in
tune with the government’s
policy of allowing the nax-
alites to wundertake cam-
paigns like any other politi-
cal party.

Earlier in the day, Singh
said that the Maoist had not
yet formally applied seeking
permission for the meeting,
but hinted that even if they
did it might not be possible
for him to grant permission
to the Maoists. “The recent
bomb blasts incidents in the
city, and communal violence
at Saidabad has vitiated the
peaceful environment,” he

told the TOL /
/
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/ANDHRA SPELLS OUT ULTRA WEAPONS STAND

No-arms

* .round II talks.

esman News Service

HYDERABAD, Oct. 28. — The Andhra
Pradesh government today said its next
round of talks with the Naxalites would
depend on the willingness of the extrem-
ists to lay down arms.

In the first indication that the Rajashe-
kar Reddy government is taking a stand
on the matter, the state Director General
of Police, Mr SR Sukumara, said Naxa-
lites not carrying weapons would hold the
key to the second round of talks expected
fate November.

“The government has made it clear that
it cannot allow the Maoists to hold weap-
ons during the talks and is awaiting their
response,” he said.

It's only after receiving the response,
the government would decide if it would
engage the Naxalites in yet another round
of talks or resume combing operations
for armed squads in the forests. Combing
operations have been suspended after Dr
Reddy took over in May.

Mr Sukumara also clearly spoke on
“ceasefire”, something the government
failed to do either in the run-up to the
talks or during the recent four-day dia-
logue.

“If the police start combing operations,
it does not amount to any violation of
ceasefire, as no agreement on ceasefire
was arrived at in the first place. The only

THE STATESMAN

rider for

Q
Sudarshan sulva

RANCHI, Oct. 28. — RSS chief Mr KS Sudar-
shan today berated the Naxalite outfits for ar-
resting the country's development, particularly
in the sphere of education. Addressing the
Akhil Bharatiya Vanvasi Janjatiya Bal Sangam
here today, Mr Sudarshan said that extremists
were doing their best to stop the spread of ed-
ucation to the interior parts, particularly, in
tribal areas. He urged the government to set
up a better security apparatus to ensure it did
not happen. Mr Sudarshan pointed out that
the Red ideologies followed by China and
Russia have taken a backseat as countries
were looking at other alternatives. — SNS

agreement with the Maoists was that
there would be ‘no first fire’ from either
side.”

Pointing out that ceasefire agreements -
were drawn up largely at the government-
to-government level, Mr Sukumara said
the present agreement, oral in nature, en-
sures that police would not open fire first.
But should they come under fire, police
reserve the right to return fire.

Mr Sukumara also said that the present
peace process was helping the Naxalites
add to their numbers, though it did not
run up to hundreds. “There is no “fear

psychosis’ witnessed during the liberalisa-
tion period by thgedrlier Congress gov-
ernment led bydate M Chenna Reddy,”

he said.
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Right noises ;. .

Extremely wrong about extreme Left

here’s standard party politics (bash the Congress) in

LK Advani’s criticism of the Andhra Pradesh
government’s negotiations with Naxal groups. There’s also
ideological brand building (the BJP thinks it is more
hardheaded on security issues). But there’s some
substance, too. Two of Advani’s criticisms hit home. First,
negotiations shouldn’t have started till the Naxalites
agreed to lay down arms. Second, a state-specific deal with
extreme Left mercenaries isn’t of much use when gun-
wielding comrades are spread across the country and have
fraternal revolutionaries across the border, the Maoists in

Nepal. C\éﬁ% oY

Asking groups that practis lence to rénousice the
means to it is standard negotiating gambit. It is not always
easy, as shown by the complicated and protracted process
that led to the IRA laying down arms in Northern Ireland.
But governments everywhere must insist on it. At the
pragmatic level, laying down arms essentially means that the
state buys some time should talks fail and that the other
party wants to go back to its old ways. At the level of
principle, giving up guns is proof of a somewhat serious
commitment to negotiations and a victory for law and order;
the fundamental argument against Naxalites/terrori-
sts/rebels is that guns and bombs cannot be negotiating
tools. By not insisting that the People’s War surrender its
arsenal before being welcomed as VIPs in Hyderabad, the
Andhra government may have weakened its own bargaining
position as well set a unwelcome precedent for future nego-
tiations elsewhere.

That talks with Naxalites need to be held at all places
where Left extremism flourishes should have been insisted
upon by the Union home ministry, which should also
have been the main government negotiator. Naxalites in
Andhra Pradesh maintain close links with their comrades
in Bihar, Bengal and several other states. People’s War
may have beaten the Maoist Communist Centre and
Bengal’s many variants as the main source of Marxist
mayhem.

However, as they would be the first to insist, their
“concerns” are not just the state they mainly operate in but
the “whole oppressive system” (that is, the entire country).
Even if the Andhra government is brilliantly successful in
dealing with PW, the Naxalite problem will remain. Or it
can get worse if disaffected PW cadres join other outfits.
There’s also no saying how other Naxalite groups will react
to PW’s coming to the table. Another problem is that state
governments do not have as much negotiating flexibility as
the Centre.

For example, on the issue of land ownership — a major
PW grievance — although states have laws regulating it,
one state can hardly make a radical, unilateral policy
change. The Centre, after talking to all states, can test
whether there’s enough political consensus for such a
transformation. Simply to be different from the Right, the
Congress shouldn’t want to end up?ﬂ{extremely wrong
about the extreme Left.
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_~Talks with Naxalites )

HYDERABAD, Oct. 24,
— BIP president Mr LK
Advani today dubbed gov-
ernment’s talks with Naxa-
lites as “self-defeating and
retrograde” and said it
would be dangerous if oth-
er states followed the
Andhra Pradesh model.

“It is a self defeating and
retrograde step. It is a
matter of internal security
of the country and any
such move by individual
states would be dangerou-
s,” he said while address-
ing party workers after in-
augurating the state offi-
ce’s new building here.

He specifically criticised
the AP government’s ini-
tiatives when the Naxalites
are refusing to lay down

self-defeating?xdvi

arms. “Talks should be
held with those groups or
revolutionary organisa-
tions who first lay down
their arms,” he said.

The NDA government
held talks with extremist
groups in the North East
and Jammu and Kashmir,
only when they agreed to
lay down arms.

Coordinated effort be-
tween states is the only

way to solve the probjem,
Mr Advani said.
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«" Formidable Naxalites. .~

A merger the
govt dreaded

Ashok Das
Hyderabad, October 16

THE WORST fears of the Union
Home Ministry and nine Naxalite-
affected states have come true: the
two largest naxalite groups have
merged, creating an unparalleled
pan-Indian Naxal network from
South India to the Nepalese border.

Security agencies fear that the
People's War and the Maoist Com-
munist Centre of India, which
merged to form the Communist Pa-
rty of India (Maoist), may now step
up violence. There are at least two
dozen Leftist extremist groups in
the country, but the PW and MCCI
are the largest in terms of cadre,
network, weapons and attacks.

PW's Peoples Guerrilla Army and
MCCT's Peoples Liberation Guerrilla
Army will now pose a greater threat
to police, particularly in Bihar and
Andhra. There are two dozen Left
extremist (naxalite groups) in the
country, no doubt, but the PW and
MCCI are the two largest in terms of
cadre, networks, weapons and vio-
lent crimes. Smaller naxal groups
may be forced to merge with CPI
(Maoist): The Janashakti group in
Andhra Pradesh is already in talks
to join the new group. Besides 6,000
underground members, CPI (Ma-
oist) has thousands of militants and
sympathisers in 15 states. The me-
rger is not expected to have any hi-
tches as MCCI operates only in Bih-
ar and Jharkhand whereas PW is
dominant in other states.

NEW OUTFIT, NOT SO NEW APPROACH

‘ We do not believe that the
suffering masses can be liberated
through negotiations. Our

ultimate goal is to capture power
through armed revolution ’

— Ramakrishna, PWG secretary

S

Méjumdar

dership Muppala Laxman Rao
heral secretary of
niral organising
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rh, MP and parts of Bengal
ween 30,000 and 40,000
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New lease of life for both groups

Mammen Mathew
Ranchi, October 16

THE MERGER of People's War and
the Maoist Communist Centre of
India, which took five years of ne-
gotiations, provides a new lease of
life to the groups, which were actu-
ally facing a shortage of hands.
The Communist Party of India
(Maoist) can now access 49 districts
of Bihar and Jharkhand, the UP-Bi-
har-Nepal border and Bengal, Chh-
attisgarh and Orissa. It can get so-
cio-economic and political control
in 400 blocks of Bihar and Jharkha-
nd. CPI(Maoist) squads would now
command Rs 200 crore in levies, st-

akes in mines, industrial freight
and transport. The merger was gre-
eted with violence in Jharkhand.
MCCI looted two banks in Giridih
on Friday and collected over Rs 5
lakh. On Saturday, it hit a third

bank in Dhanbad. blasted a block of-
fice in Palamau, exploded a mine in
Bokaro and torched nine bauxite
trucks in Gumla district.

The two groups had been work-
ing in Singhbhum without a formal
tie-up. Joint operations have been
on in Jharkhand, Bengal and Oris-
sa since July. Opinion is divided on
what the merger means for Jhark-
hand. R.R. Prasad, a former direc-
tor general of police, believes it will
democratise the extremist groups
and control violence. But B.D. Ram,
additional DGP, believes Jharkhand
will now suffer more attacks. Naxal
squads based in South India will in-
filtrate increasing MCCT's power.
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NDHRA, NAXALITES START DIALOGUE

Truce

\/

Oct. 15. — The duration of cease-
fire and the matter of the extrem-
ists carrying arms were the road-
blocks that the talks between the
Naxalites and the Andhra Prad-
esh government hit shortly after it
began today. The weapons issue
would be discussed tomorrow
afternoon when the talks resume
after a Cabinet meeting.. The
ceasefire, which is in force, was to
be formalised in the first face-to-
face meeting of any government
with the underground leadership
in the 37-year history of Naxalite
movement in the country.

Andhra Pradesh home minister
Mr K Jana Reddy, and the leaders
of the Communist Party of India-
Maoist (formerly PW) and
Janashakti, Mr Ramakrishna and
Mr Amar respectively, were sup-
posed to sign the ceasefire docu-
ment that was to be the basis for
the taking the talks further.

After a marathon nine-hour
parley, the Naxalites and the gov-
ernment had to offer conflicting
versions. Mr Jana Reddy said he
had sent a letter to the mediators
listing the rules both parties need-
ed to follow during ceasefire. He
said no oral or written truce agre-
ement was made. But Mr Rama-
krishna said this letter and the one
offering talks were being consid-
ered the agreement for ceasefire
for which no time frame had been
fixed. “We will sign it tomorrow
and then proceed to the agenda,”
Mr Ramakrishna said.

Asked about arms, Mr Reddy
said the government was not
agreeable to Naxalites carrying

g STATESHAN

bump

on talk table

CPM says no

KOLKATA, Oct. 15. — The CPI-M
today ruled out peace talks with
the Naxalites in West Bengal
following the killing of six EFR
jawans in West Midnapore
yesterday. “The Naxalites have
resorted to such tactics to cling to
existence. There is no piace for
any discussion with them” the CPI-
M state secretary, Mr Anil Biswas,
said. — SNS

Another report on page 7

weapons and that the matter
would be taken up tomorrow.

After the meeting began at
10.40 a.m, Mr Reddy wanted the
revolutionary groups to help the
government enforce the law and
invited suggestions within the
framework of the Constitution.
Then followed the ceasefire issue.
An official told The Statesman
that while the government wanted
the ceasefire to be extended by at
least a couple of years, the Nax-
alite leaders said they could allow
a few months at best.

At 2.15 p.m, after a half-hour
lunch-break, the gathering broke
up for separate deliberations. The
eight-member government team,
the 11-member Naxalite group
and eight mediators repaired to
different floors of the MCR
Institute of Human Resource
Development, the talk venue.
After nearly two hours, the gov-
ernment summoned one of the
mediators and noted civil liberties
activist, Mr KG Kannabiran, and
conveyed to him its views on
ceasefire which was relayed to the
Naxalites. It was 5.20 p.m, when
the talks resumed, a source said.

‘ﬂ[‘r .,
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HT Correspondent
Midnapore, October 15

POLICE AND paramilitary
forces began combing oper-
ations in the Bankisole for-
est of West Midnapore even
as the six Eastern Frontier
Rifles jawans killed in yes-
terday’s mine blasts trig-
gered by suspected PW
guerrillas were given a
touching farewell. Coffins,
draped in the national flag,
lay in a row at the Police
Lines as a police contingent
provide the guard of hon-
our and senior officials
placed flowers on them.

“l am not in a state of
mind to say anything,” mut-
tered SP Veenit Goel as bu-
gles sounded the last post.

The bodies were received
by EFR Commandant Sishu
Ranjan Pal and taken to the
EFR headquarters at Salna,
near Kharagpur, for crema-
tion.

Anil Kumar, DIG, Midna-
pore Range, told reporters
that the police badly needed
sophisticated weapons, in-
cluding SLRs, to cope with
the PW and MCC firepower.

He said the Naxalite
squad that carried out the
attack comprised 12to 15 ac-
tivists and were possibly
trained in Andhra Pradesh.
The extremists had blasted
three remote-controlled
landmines in quick succes-
sion.

The mines, clamped to a
bamboo bridge, went off

File picture of security men patrolling a village in a Naxalite
infested region of West Midnapore

while 11 EFR personnel
were crossing it.

The explosions created
craters three feet deep, Ku-
mar said. Human limbs
were found hanging from
trees, he said, and pieces of
batteries, wires and charg-
ers used in the blast lay
strewn all over.

The jawans who survived
the blasts fired at the ex-
tremists but were handi-
capped by poor visibility at
sundown. Besides, the Nax-
alites had fired from a van-
tage point at a higher eleva-
tion on a canal embank-
ment before melting away.
The EFR personnel had
fired 90 rounds, said Kumar.

Meanwhile, 22 persons
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have been detained for inter-
rogation from Bankisole
and the neighbouring vil-
lages of Dumurgeria, Be-
nachapra. All the other men
have fled from these villages.

The police feel the ex-

tremists have  already
crossed over to Jharkhand,
although simultaneous

combing operations had
started in parts of West Mid-
napore, Bankura and Puru-
lia soon after the attack. The
border with Jharkhand had
also been sealed.

People in the area think
the attack was meant to
avenge the Kkilling of Asim
Das, an important PW
leader. by the police five
months back.

1€ 00T 2y
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DGP visits Lalgarh
today to shore up
flagging morale

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, October 15

THE DIRECTOR General of Police
(DGP), Shyamal Dutta, will visit Lal-
garh tomorrow to boost the morale of
security personnel patrolling areas
where six EFR jawans were Kkilled by
landmine blasts last evening, chief min-
ister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee said at
the Writers’ Buildings today.

Dutta will also visit the families of
the dead and hand over a cheque of Rs
one lakh to each of them from the DG’s
fund, apart from giving Rs 50,000 to each
family from funds provided by the IPS
Officers Wives' Association.

The DGP’s visit appears to have been
prompted by the experience of a past in-
cident that had badly shaken the morale
of the police and the family members of
policemen killed in a similar mine blast
at Dulduli, Midnapore, in February.

This time, the DGP’s visit is an at-
tempt to show that the government is
firmly with the bereaved families and is
meant to be a confidence-boosting exer-
cise for policemen on duty in Naxalite-
infested areas. Other senior officials are
already camping at the spot. Four com-
panies of the CRPF. five companies of
the BSF and 12 companies of the state
police are patrolling the area.

Asked if any of those detained had
direct links with the Naxalites, IG (law
and order) Chayan Mukherjee said vil-
lagers were under compulsion to pro-
vide them shelter.
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/ Blte the Bullet

fW . Table set for state andqf v
\O Maoists to talk peace

The gun has defined politics in the Telengana reglon ever
since Maoists gave a call for armed revolt against the state
in 1968. Since then, over 5,000 people have been killed in
Andhra Pradesh in the spiral of violence. Emissaries of
the Andhra Pradesh government and leaders of People’s
War and CPI-ML (Janashakti), the two dominant Naxalite
groups in the state, will sit across the table in Hyderabad
on Friday to discuss ways and means to break the dead-
lock. There is reason to be optimistic about the talks. Chief
minister Y S Rajasekhara Reddy is willing to extend a long
rope to the extremists. New Delhi has said the state
governments are free to pursue any strategy to tackle
extremism. A few weeks ago, home minister Shivraj Patil
told a meeting of chief ministers that New Delhi would
assist socio-economic programmes if states deemed it
necessary to contain Naxal violence. On the other side, the

Maoists seem willing to walk the talk. At well-attended |

rallies across Andhra, Naxal leaders have skirmished
verbally, not violently, with the government. The slogan
‘power flows from the barrel of the gun’ is still alive. Yet,
there is a new willingness to consider democratic options
for social transformation. The main thrust of the 11-point
charter of demands released by the Maoists is land
reforms. They have also called for an “independent com-
mission to be headed by a democrat acceptable to all” to
identify land for distribution among poor people. Also in
the charter are total prohibition, and a separate Telengana
state, Apart from prohibition, which spawns black markets
and crime, most of these demands are unexceptionable.
The Andhra government should take the Maoists’
charter of demands seriously. Land reforms implemented
well is good economics. Farm yields shot up in West
Bengal after the Left Front launched Operation Barga in
the late 70s. Andhra Pradesh is predominantly an agra-
rian society. Changes in land owning patterns and
tenancy rights to the tiller could rejuvenate its economy,
ravaged by periodic droughts and bad policies. The Centre
needs to back the Andhra government even if the negoti-
ations get rough. Andhra’s neighbouring states, particu-
larly Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand, have been wary of its
unilateral decision to suspend police action against the
Maoists. They have called for a uniform Central policy and
tough negotiations. Dialogue is essential for a democratic
polity to thrive. The Reddy government did the right thing
by agreeing to unconditional talks. It is the turn of
Maoists to return the gesture. For, the winner would be the

people in whose name they have fired the gun.
-
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//BAN ON CARRYING ARMS TO VILLAGES

Weapons curb
"-on Naxalites v

PW, M(C merger

HYDERABAD, Oct. 14. — The PW and the radical Maoast
Communist Centre of India, operating in Bihar, have merged

Oct. 14— The Rajashekar
Reddy government has fi-
nally decided to put its foot
down and insist that it can-
not allow the Naxalites to
carry weapons into the vil-
lages, as the state is not a
sovereign entity but a part
of the country.

Ministerial sources who
form part of the govern-
ment team confirmed to
The Statesman that the
weapons issue is non-nego-
tiable. “If they go around
with weapons, then what
and where is the govern-
ment? The chief minister is
very firm on this issue,” a

and this underground revolutionary

organisation will hencelorth

be the Communist Party of India (Maoist). PW's People’s -
Guenilla Army and MCC's People’s Guerilla Liberation Amy
will operate as PGLA. The parties merged on 21 September
with an aim fo create a revolutionary party in the country. Mr

Muppala Laxman Rao, alias Ganapethi, general secretary,
PW's central committee; has been unanimously elecied asthe
new party's general secretary. The merger will be marked with
a public meeting here in the first half of November. — SNS

senior minister said.

They, however, were re-
luctant to disclose at what
stage this issue would fig-
ure in the talks. The proc-
ess would formally start
tomorrow at 10 a.m. at the
Marri Chenna Reddy In-

stitute of Human Re-
source Development with
the PW and the Janashak-
ti groups:

i

PW leader Mr Ramak- -

rishna said they would talk

1

of issues “within the Con-
stitution and Parliament”. -~

- -
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THE EMERGENCE OF People’s War leader Ra-
makrishna from the jungles to a hero’s welcome
marks yet another step in the Andhra Pradesh
Government’s progressive move towards res-
toring peace in the troubled parts of the State.
Until now, Chief Minister Y.S. Rajasekhara Red-
dy and his Government have taken the right
steps in trying to heal the wounds of armed
struggle and insurgency. The fact that the Peo-
ple’s War (PW) State Secretary has surfaced after
a decade in the underground reinforces the be-
lief that the atmosphere for a dialogue is conge-
nial. But the Rajasekhara Reddy administration
knows that the ball is in its court, and that its
delegation for talks with the PW must get its act
together. Within hours of walking out of the Kur-
nool jungles and symbolically laying down arms
by handing over his AK 47 rifle to his cadres,
Ramakrishna has fired his first political salvo.
The PW has done its homework and firmed up
its strategy, it appears. His open invitation to the
people to approach the naxalite dalams to solve
their problems, and the demand that the State
Government abandon its World Bank-aided
projects, are a clear challenge to the
administration.

With the talks slated to begin on Friday, Chief
Minister Reddy has only a couple of days to fi-
nalise his Government’s dialogue strategy. His
expectations and calculations may need mod-
ification following Mr. Ramakrishna’s first state-
ments. Instead of merely responding to the PW’s
challenges and demands, the State Government
would do well to come up with a clear set of
people-oriented proposals. It is likely that the
State team, led by Home Minister Jana Reddy,
will find it difficult to match the communication
skills and homework of the PW delegation. Fur-
ther, the talks are likely to take place behind a
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o« “LOOKING FOR A BREAKTHROUGH £ ”>

\

veil \fofﬁcml secrecy unnl they reach a decisive
stage. But nothing can hold back the PW spo-
kespersons from spelling out their demands and
responses after every round of talks with the
Government. Mr. Ramakrishna has explained
that distribution of land, solving the people’s
day-to-day problems, and giving up the World
Bank model of development are likely to be their
demands on the Government to start with. In the
past few months, when the administration has
tried to reach out to the alienated people, it has
not been able to solve many problems — which
the naxalite dalams can do almost instantly.

The hold of the PW on the non-privileged in
considerable parts of Andhra Pradesh cannot be
questioned. It is doubtful if the administration
can move into these areas, understand their
problems, and come up with immediate solu-
tions. In such a situation, the people’s confi-
dence in the Government, contraposed to the
PW, can hardly be expected to be restored. Dis-
tribution of land and speedy and effective solu-
tions to day-to-day problems will determine
how soon the people can start believing in the
Government. The Andhra Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter cannot afford to lose time. When he makes
concessions to the PW, his critics in the Congress
and in Opposition parties are certain to question
the strategy. Mr. Rajasekhara Reddy has con-
sciously chosen to walk this difficult path of
peace. It is bound to be slippery and full of risks.
He must take measured steps to strengthen his
position, address the people’s problems, and
maintain peace so that the talks can progress
meaningfully. His courageous and far-sighted
venture deserves the support and good wishes of
nation so that it can achieve a breakthrough,
which will have positive implications extending
beyond Andhra Pradesh. /
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Time to talk, but PW

won't give
n

Ashok Das
Hyderabad, October 12

EVEN WHILE engaging the
state government in peace
talks, the largest Naxalite
outfit, the People’s War has
decided not to give up armed
struggle.

“Peace talks alone won’t
help us achieve our goal.
We’ll continue our armed
struggle against exploiters
and oppressors,” PWG And-
hra state committee secreta-
ry Ramakrishna told a meet-
the-press programme here a
day after surfacing from a 20-
year underground life. Ra-
makrishna and his cadres
have been lodged at a gov-
ernment guesthouse here
where they have been accor-
ded the status of state guests.

He said there was no cha-
nge in the party’s decision to
wage a protracted armed
struggle to liberate the coun-
try from the exploitative
classes. “We won't give up
armed struggle. We don’t be-
lieve that we can liberate the
suffering masses in the cou-
ntry without an armed stru-
ggle,” he reiterated.

Home Ministry sources in
Delhi said the state govern-
ment never made laying
down of arms a pre-condi-
tion ‘to talks. “But the gov-
ernment hopes that once
talks start the outfits will
give up arms.”

Ramakrushna was, how-
ever, hopeful that a solution
to the problems confronting
the people would emerge at
the peace talks slated for Oc-
tober 15. “We have come for-

—

up

® Naxalite groups have

| stated that the demand
for a separate Telangana
is on top of their agenda

| @ They also want land
reforms, including distri-
bution of land to their
cadre, release of PWG

i and Janashakti cadres by
Nov 1, judicial probe into
killing of Naxals, funds
for development and a
direction to security
forces against making

| anti-PWG statements

ward for peace talks, keeping
people’s aspirations in view.
The Congress government
has extended us the invita-
tion and taken some steps to
restore democratic function-
ing.

“We have put forth some
political demands. Land to
the landless and reversal of
World Bank-dictated policies
are among the 11 issues list-
ed in our agenda for talks,”

he pointed out.

He said it was not correct
to view the ensuing peace
talks as a trial of strength.
Both sides have come for-
ward for talks not from a po-
sition of strength or weak-
ness but to fulfil people’s as-
pirations, he said.

Ramakrishna said the
PWG supported the demand
for a separate Telangana
state. However, a democratic
Telangana (free from the ten-

4dI'ms /

Y )

® The Centre is keeping a
close watch on the
dialogue between the
Andhra government and
the outfits as the out-
come will influence the
strategy of eight other
Naxalite affected States.

® So far the Home Min-
istry has not reacted to
the demands, saying the
state government was
competent to handle the
issue.

HTC, New Delhi

tacles of feudal elements)
cannot be conceded by a YSR
government or by the TRS’
efforts. Such a state can be
achieved only through a
struggle by the PWG, he said.

Asked what the PWG
would do once the three
rounds of peace talks are
over, he said they would seek
implementation of the solu-
tions thrashed out at the
talks so that the people get
some relief from their suf-
ferings.

Emotional reunion

It was an emotional reunion
of sorts for a son and mother,
when Ramakrishna met his
mother Rajyalakshmi after
nearly 20 years. “It was a mo-
ment of pride and senti-
ments,” Rajyalakshmi told
reporters after meeting her
son.

Patil to visit
Kashmir in
November

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, October 12

HOME MINISTER Shiv-
raj Patil will be finally
visiting Jammu and
Kashmir for three days
from November 6. Patil
has already postponed
his Kashmir visit twice
in view of the by-elec-
tions and visit of the
Myanmar President.

Patil said that, if it
was possible, he would
like to meet Hurriyat
leaders during his visit.
During his visit, Patil
will be visiting the bor-
der areas and meeting
senior officials of the
paramilitary forces.

Meanwhile, Patil dis-
missed reports that the
Left leaders were critical
of his handling of issues
in Kashmir and in the
Northeast.

He said most of the im-

‘portant matters related

to these two regions were
discussed at the Cabinet
Committee on Security.
The law and order situ-
ation, Patil added, was
improving in both the
Northeast and Kashmir.
The Centre’s interlocu-
tor, N.N. Vohra, today
briefed Patil on the devel-
opments in Kashmir —
including his talks with
Hurriyat leaders in an at-
tempt to convince them
to again start the dia-
logue with the Centre.
The latest situation in
Jammu and Kashmir —
both political and mili-
tancy-related — came up
for review during the
hour-long meeting.
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ol Naxahte lga?ers emerge for talks

HYDERAB Qct. 11
— Emerging from a pro-
longed underground life,
top Naxalite leaders in
Andhra Pradesh today
expressed keenness to wrap
up their first-ever direct
talks with the state govern-
ment in three rounds
spread over 15 to 20 days,
starting from 15 October.
Making a first public

a er
decades, the state People S
War secretary Rama-
krishna and other top
leaders said land distribu-
tion to the poor and eco-
nomic policies based on
self-reliance would form
the core of their, agenda
during the talks with the
government.

The rebels, with AK-47s

slung from their shoul-
ders, emerged from their
hide-out in Nallamala for-
est area and briefly inter-
acted with the media at
Chinaarutla in Prakasam
district before proceeding
to Guttikondabilam vil-
lage in Guntur district to
unveil a martyrs’ memorial
and address a public meet-

ing, — PTI /
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By Our Special Correspondent

KOLKATA, OCT. 3. The West Bengal
Chief Minister, Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee, has said that
there was no possibility of talks
with naxalite groups in the State
till they laid down their arms. “A
dialogue can be considered

. thereafter.”

THE HINDU

In an informal téte-a-téte
with The Hindu here on Satur-
day, he said there was always
room for talks in a democratic
set-up to sort out socio-eco-
nomic problems but a pre-req-
uisite was that “the party
concerned gives up its violent
ways.” Neither “will we allow
any corridor in our State for the
Nepal Maoists to maintain con-
tact with the ultras here.”

The naxalite problem in the

State, unlike the earlier move-
ment in _the late 1960s, was

Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee

caused by a “spill-over” of extre-
mists from States such as And-
hra Pradesh. “I have spoken to
the Union Home Minister, Shiv-
raj Patil, of the need to deploy
the Indo-Tibetan Border Police
along our border with Nepal to

“No talks till naxalites
<yvlay down arms’

strengthen the vigil against infil-
tration of Maoist rebels,” he
said. “I had also taken up the
matter with the Prime Minister
at my last meeting with him [on
September 17] in New Delhi.”

The Government would also
watch how the talks between
the Andhra Pradesh Govern-
ment and the Peoples’ War
shape up.

The Governments in other
naxalite-affected States felt that
the talks would only worsen the
situation in their regions, Mr.
Bhattacharjee said.

The Paschim Anchal Un-
nayan Parishad, set up to over-
see  matters related to
development in the south-west-
ern region of West Bengal, had
been directed to ensure the im-
plementation of programmes
aimed at the economic uplift of

the locals. /




‘Naxal
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Ashok Das \5(\
Hyderabad, October 3

THE FIRST direct-level
peace talks between the
Andhra Pradesh Govern-
ment and Naxalites will
take place on October 15.
Announcing this today,
state Home Minister K.
Jana Reddy said the agenda
for the talks would be fi-
nalised on October 5.

The nine-member official
team, constituted by the
state government, will hold
elaborate talks with the
three-member Peoples’ War
(PW) team and the repre-
sentatives yet to be named
by the Janashakti group.
The talks are aimed at find-
ing a solution to the more

than three-decades-old
problem.
Earlier, the Y.S. Ra-

jashekhar Reddy govern-
ment had invited the Nax-
alite leaders for talks on Oc-
tober 2, but they had sug-
gested October 13 as the
date for the first round of
direct talks.

However, in view of the
Assembly by-elections in
Asifnagar and Siddipet on
October 13 and the counting
of the votes on October 16,
the government slated the
talks for October 15.

The chief minister said
the venue for the talks was
yet to be finalised.

He added that the policy

-

O

Welcoming the news of
three PW leaders for
participation in the direct
talks with the Andhra
government, YSR said he
would provide safe
passage to them

framework and modalities
for the talks would be fi-
nalised at a meeting with
Naxalite emissaries.

Welcoming the an-
nouncement of the names
of three top notch PW lead-
ers for participation in the
direct talks, the chief min-
ister stated that the govern-
ment would provide safe
passage and make elaborate
security arrangements for
them.

“They will not face any
problem., We will provide

M The talks are aimed at
finding a solution to the
three-decades-oid problem
The policy framework and
modalities for the tatks
would be finalised at a
meeting with Naxalite envoy

them security,” he said.

The three top Peoples’
War leaders who will repre-
sent the banned outfit in the
peace talks are AP state
committee secretary Ra-
makrishna, AP-Orissa bor-
der special zonal committee
secretary Sudhakar and
north Telengana special
zonal committee secretary
Ganesh.

Prior to that, the PW lead-
ers will participate in the
unveiling of a memorial of
Charu Mazumdar — the

1te taik§ on Oct 15

Top PW leaders
for huddle

THE PWG has named
three top leaders for the
October 13 peace talks
with the AP government.
Three top undergr-
ound leaders — Ramakr-
ishna, AP state commit-
tee secretary, Sudhakar,
AP-Orissa Border spe-
cial zone committee sec- |
retary, and Ganesh,
North Telangana special
zone committee secre-
tary, will represent the
militant outfit in the
peace talks. The leaders
will come overground on
October 11 by attending
a martyrs’ memorial in-
auguration in Guntur.
Agencies, Hyderabad

founder of Naxalbari Move-
ment — and Srikakulam
martyrs at Guttikondabil-
am village in Guntur dis-
trict on October 11.
Incidentally, Guttikond-
abilam is the place where
Mazumdar attended the
first-ever meeting of Marx-
ist-Leninist cadres in 1969.
The first Andhra Pradesh
state committee of CPI-ML
was formed at that meeting
with Panchadi Krishna-

murthy announced as its
secretary. /’
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Ashok Das M
Hyderabad, September 28

EVEN AS the People’s War
Group continues to insist on
its right of carrying
weapons in public, the state
government today made it
clear that it would not allow
Naxalites to carry arms to
their first public meeting in
Hyderabad on Thursday.

The Left extremist group
is organising a massive pub-
lic meeting in the state capi-
tal after a gap of 14 years.
This is also the first meeting
after the government lifted
the ban on the Naxalite out-
fit in July this year.

The issue of the right to
carry arms will figure in the
high-level talks between the
Maoist group and the gov-
ernment on September 30.
The PWG stand is that till
the issue is resolved, they
will continue to carry arms
to all their public engage-
ments. The Congress gov-
ernment thinks otherwise.

“Though the government
has given permission to the
PWG to hold a public meet-
ing here, the law will take
its own course if anyone
carries weapons to the ven-
ue,” Home Minister Jana
Reddy said. “We never said
we were okay with holding
talks with them when they
are armed,” he added.

Meanwhile, indications
are that the direct talks be-
tween government emissa-
ries and PWG might not take
place on October 2 as pro-
posed. The government has
not received a response from
the PWG and Janashakti

groups to its invitation for di-
rect talks. “If they don’t re-
spond to our invitation be-
fore the proposed date, the
talks will automatically get
postponed,” Reddy said.
The government, on its
part, will announce tomor-
row the names of its repre-
sentatives for the direct
talks. The government wou-
Id have six to seven negotia-
tors for the talks. So far,

'ban on arms at PW meet

irodhk Maneh, has also demanded
te gover ment withdraw atl
ibals; ¢ alleged that in ma:
e police have “false-

there is no word whether
the top underground lead-
ers of PWG will surface at
this meeting.

A 20-member monitoring
committee — comprising
civil liberties activists, jour-
nalists and other prominent
personalities — has already
been set up to monitor the
ceasefire between the gov-
ernment and People’s War.

Reddy said the govern-

t has also an-

e development

YEACE PIOCESS.
Bhubaneswar

ment would take all precau-
tions to ensure that inci-
dents like the one that took
place at Anantapur - in
which a constable was bru-
tally assaulted by PWG ac-
tivists on the suspicion that
he was spying on them -
would not be repeated at Hy-
derabad. “The police will be
deployed in sufficient stre-
ngth and we hope there will
be no violence,” he added.
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14 years’ RI for 6
Bengal Naxalites

CONVICTED TO

Himanshu S. Sahoo
Bhubaneswar;
.7
XA

September 27

Mayurbhanj district sente-
nced 10 Naxalites convict-
ed on September 24 to 14
years’ rigorous imprison-
ment on Monday.

Three of them were also
handed additional punish-
ment of 15 years’ RI each,
which they will have to un-
dergo after they complete
14 years’ RI span.

Among the Naxalites, six
are from West Bengal —
Sunil Ray, his wife Laxmi,
Tanmay Ray, Biswanath
Das, Ranjit Mahanto, Rabi
Singh and four from Orissa
— Soren Marandi, Ratan
Mahanta, Bhagabat Mur-
mu and Anil Murmu.

Under Section 399 of the
IPC, Additional District
Judge of Mayurbhanj Jay
Kumar Das sentenced all
the convicted Naxalites to
seven years’ RI and a fine of
Rs 8,000 — in default of
which the jail term would
increased for another year.

Similarly, under Section
402 of the Indian Penal
Code, another seven years’
RI was imposed with a fine
of Rs 5,000 and one more
year’s RI in default of pay-
ment of the fine. All the
sentences — when taken in
consecutive effect — would
come to 14 years’ RI for
each of the 10 Naxalites.

In addition to the above

THE OTHER SID

sentences, the judge award-
ed 10 years’ RI each to three
group leaders — Tanmay
Ray, Biswanath Das and Ra-
bi Singh — under Section
307 of the IPC (for attempt
to murder)

They were also asked to
deposit Rs 10,000 each with
the court failing which the
jail term would increase by
two more years,

Under the Arms Act, the
trio was also punished
with another five years’ im-

prisonment. In consecutive

effect, the total sentence
awarded to the three Nax-
alites comes to 29 years’ RI.

Meanwhile, under Sec-
tion 120(B) (criminal con-
spiracy) cited against the
accused, nobody was sen-
tenced by the court.

When taken to the court
van after pronouncement
of the sentences and later
to the Baripada circle jail
the Naxals gave slogans
and demanded an end to
“exploitation of tribals by

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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the people in administra-

tion and the landlords”.
Reciting the Naxal songs

" both in Oriya and Bengali,

the protestors said the
movement would continue
in Orissa, Bihar, West Ben-
gal, Jharkhand and Chha-
tisgarh.

One of the sentenced
Naxals Tanmay Ray told
newsmen at the court
premises that the verdict
was based only on the state-
ments and witnesses of po-
lice. “We will soon chal-
lenge the conviction in
Orissa High Court,” Tan-
may Ray said.

Mayurbhanj SP S.D.
Singh said two platoons of
armed police were de-
ployed at the court premis-
es to avert any untoward
incident and patrolling in
Baripada town was intensi-
fied since Sunday.

Besides, armed police,
security was provided to
the additional district
judge, his family members
and the public prosecutor
A K. Patnaik.

Following an encounter
with police in 1999 the Nax-
alites were arrested from a
hideout in Jariki village
under Jhadpokharia police
station of Mayurbhanj.
Two of them—Biswanath
Das and Tanmay Ray—
were critically injured in
the encounter and were
treated at the Cuttack SCB
medical college and hospi-
tal.
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“PW threatens to blast
‘tribal Vlllage in Orissa

{
Himansu S. Sahoo X\ (\7

Bhubaneswar, September 25

ANGRY OVER the function-
ing of the Nagarika Sura-
khya Manch (NSM), suspect-
ed People’s War (PW) Nax-
alites have threatened to
blast the remote Dhakadigi
village under Jhadpokharia
police station in Mayurb-
hanj district.

They have put up posters
on walls at public places an-
nouncing the looming disas-
ter. The hand-written posters
in Hindi say: “Nagarika
Surakhya Manch apna duty
chhod, nahin to gaon mein
bisphot hoga. (NSM mem-
bers stop doing your duty,
otherwise there will be

Maytirbhanj SP S.D. Singh
said/some of the seized
poglers were written in red
. “To prevent any unto-

THE HIDUST AN TIMES

ward incident, armed cops
have been put on guard near
Dhakadigi and the local po-
lice have been asked to main-
tain a strict vigil,” he added.

The NSM was constituted
to curb the Naxalite menace in
the Jhadpokaria region and it
has often helped the police foil
the subversive activities of the
Left-wing extremists. “The

oy 3PW warning IW dis-

courage them,” the SP said.

The body, comprising sen-
ior residents of Jhadpokh-
aria, have regularly been or-
ganising public meetings in
the area to motivate the tribal
lot to stop aiding and abetting
the Naxalitess. The NSM
members have also taken up
the task of educating the trib-
al people on the various wel-
fare measures undertaken by
the state government and the
Mayurbhanj district admin-
istration for their own good.

The PW threat can also be
seen as a tool to settle scores
with the government. Ten
Naxalites were cpnvicted and
sentenced to life imprison-
ment by a fast-track court in
Mayurbhanj yesterday. Sou-
rces said, following the order,
the additional district judge
and his family have been pro-
vided extra security.
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By Our Special Correspo;}d:}n

HYDERABAD, SEPT. 23. The And-
hra Pradesh Government today
announced that “direct talks”
with the leaders of the People’s
War and Janashakti would be
held on October 2. No pre-con-
dition was laid down for the ne-
gotiations. The Home Minister,
K. Jana Reddy, sent the invita-
tions to the top PW and Janash-
akti leaders through P. Varavara
Rao, a PW emissary. The Gov-
ernment’s three-month long ef-
forts appear to have partly paid
off ahead of the big rally
planned by the two groups here
on September 30.

Protection promised

Though the Government pre-
fers the State Secretariat for the
talks, it has no objection if the
naxalite leaders suggest any
other place. Mr. Reddy told re-
porters later that the naxal lead-
ers would be given whatever

@ Invitation o9pen to all groups:

Talks with People’s
War on Octqber 2

eIV ML pU
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protection they sought provided
they did not come armed to the
venue. October 2 was selected
as it was the birth anniversary of
a man who stood and worked
for peace. Mr. Varavara Rao and
the other emissaries, Gaddar
and G. Kalyan Rao, welcomed
the invitation, saying “talks will
and should take place” by all
means as it was in fulfilment of
the “people’s aspirations.” This
would be despite the “repres-
sion let loose by police” as re-
flected by the Anantapur
incident in which, they said,
false cases were foisted.

Mi. Reddy said the invitation
was open to all other revolu-
tionary groups also. He would
be present at the talks along
with the Government represen-
tatives but did not rule out the
presence of IAS/IPS officers.
Mediators would also be
present.

Editorial on Page 12,
Another report on Page 13
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IF THE MEETING of Chief Ministers and Home
Ministers of the naxalite-affected States in Hyd-
rabad is a welcome step, it was only to be ex-
pected that there would be divergent views on
how to handle this major problem confronting
the States in the Andhra Pradesh-Nepal corridor.
While Andhra Pradesh has already taken a few
steps towards holding talks with People’s War
(PW), neighbouring States do not want any talks
in isolation. Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Orissa
in particular seem nervous about the prospect of
extremist violence migrating to their territory as
a direct result of Andhra Pradesh having a stand
alone ceasefire. The key question now appears to
be whether there should be a Central or at least a
multi-State initiative on dealing with the naxa-
lites. Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Y.S. Raja-
sekhara Reddy for one is convinced that law and
order being a State issue, the affected States
should seize the initiative. Union Home Minister
Shivraj Patil, who seems to be of the same mind,
has asked the States to open talks. But the other
States prefer a Central initiative so that there is a
unified approach to the naxalite problem.

The fact that the Union Home Minister, the
Special Adviser to the Prime Minister, three
Chief Ministers, and some Home Ministers from
the affected States participated in the deliber-
ations makes it clear that an attempt is at last
being made to put together a framework for
peace talks with the naxalite groups, including
the ones banned in several States. The Special
Adviser, M.K. Narayanan, has cautioned that
naxalite violence, which haunts 125 districts
across 12 States in varying degrees, is set to hit
another 24 districts. The strategic objective of
the naxalite movement, it would appear, is to

DO IT TOGETHER _, ¢
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G,
create a “Compact Revolutionary Zene” £xtend-
ing from Nepal to Andhra Pradesh. The point of
departure, which should have been the focus of
the Hyderabad conference, is Andhra Pradesh’s
decision to engage the PW in direct negotiations.
It has moved forward, inviting the PW for talks on
Gandhi Jayanthi, October 2. The other States
seem unhappy with this initiative, evidently wor-
ried that the naxalite groups might turn their at-
tention to the forest tracts adjoining Andhra
Pradesh.

Aside from dealing with the extremist violence,
the Centre and the affected States must take a
more serious and sympathetic look at the socio-
economic and political inequities that encourage
the growth of naxalism. The Centre has launched
a few special programmes to assist naxalite-af-
fected States through Backward District Initia-
tives and also through other Centrally sponsored
schemes. It is up to the States to utilise these
funds imaginatively rather than merely go in for
modernisation of the police force. Before the oth-
er States can get to the stage of talking to the
naxalite groups, they should at least focus their
energies on tackling the causes of these problems
— improving the socio-economic conditions of
the tribal people and taking the fruits of devel-
opment to their doorsteps. In the process, they
are likely to realise that in order to reach the
tribal pockets where the naxalites hold sway, they
need a peaceful milieu and a reasonable degree
of public order. It is a vicious cycle: there can be
little development without peace and to bring
about peace, there must be development. The
time has come for political India to put all its
weight behind the Rajasekhara Reddy approach |
of nothing ventured, nothing gained.



KOLKATA, SEPT. 23. Unlike And-
ra Pradesh and Orissa, the
est Bengal Government does
hot think it time for talks with
leaders of naxalite outfits even
though there are “no objections
to such a dialogue on principle.”

“Whom do we talk to?” the
State Home Secretary, Amit Ki-
ran Deb, asked. The State Gov-
ernment had no information on
who comprised the leadership
of the outfits. “Neither has any-
one come forward to start dia-
logue with us,” Mr. Deb said
here today. Also, most of the
naxal leaders did not belong to
the State but directed oper-
ations from outside.

The leadership of groups
such as the Peoples’ War and
the Maoist Communist Centre,
which are active in the three dis-
tricts of West Midnapore, Ban-
kura and Purulia, is mainly
composed of militants from
Andhra Pradesh. Hence, the
State Government was closely
watching the progress of talks
between the naxalites and the
Andhra Pradesh Government.
But there is little evidence of

VVest

West Bengal's strategy to
check naxal militancy was pre-
sented at the recent meeting be-
tween the Union Home.
Minister, Shivraj Patil, and rep-
resentatives of the naxal-affect-
ed States in Hyderabad. Mr.
Deb and the Director-General
of Police, Shyamal Dutta, were
among those to represent the
State.

Arms supply QA \

Militants active in West Ben-
gal are being supplied with arms
and explosives by PW activists
based in Andhra Pradesh and
Orissa, the Deputy Inspector-
General of Police, Midnapore,
Anil Kumar, who oversees oper-
ations in the three naxalite-af-
fected districts, told The Hindu.
Militants were also being
trained in the use of arms in ad-
joining Jharkhand. So far, 30
militants had been arrested
since the special operations
against the extremists were
launched in July.

Steps are being taken to in-
tensify the crackdown on mil-
itants. Twelve companies of
additional Central paramilitary

b said. W/ ‘?

Vi
“Time not ripe for talks with
naxals, , SaYS,

By Marcus Damc)/() r* any p gress Mr

Bengal

férces have been sought and 27
camps have been set up along
the border with Jharkhand to
prevent the militants from
sneaking in and out of that
State, Mr. Kumar said.

Insufficient funds

According to Mr. Dutta, the
Centre had sanctioned funds for
raising two battalions of the In-
dian Reserve Force to assist an- '
ti-militancy operations in West
Bengal. One battalion was close
to being ready for deployment.
“But the Rs. 13 crores allotted
for each battalion is insuffi-
cient.” The matter was raised .
with Mr. Patil at the talks in
Hyderabad where the States
concerned felt that “the Centre .
should also bear the expenses '
for the payment of salaries to of- .
ficers and other personnel of
the force for at least five years,”
Mr. Dutta said.

Rifles and 120 rounds of am-
munition were looted by sus-
pected naxals from four.
policemen escorting passengers ,
in a State bus. The vehicle was
waylaid near Bagdighi on the
border separating Purulia and
Bankura districts last night.

v
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“Maoists snatch
cops’ weapons

in Purylia bus
WA ﬂ QQ Ko

HT Correspondents %
Kolkata/Bankura, September 23

THE POLICE escorts were supposed
to frighten Naxalites off the bus; in-
stead, they became the reason why
the rebels boarded it.

A group of MCC cadres snatched
four rifles: and 125 cartridges last
night from four policemen accompa-
nying passengers of a CSTC bus
from Bandwan, Purulia, to Kolkata.
The incident came three days before
chief minister Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee’s scheduled visit to Purulia
to address a Citu conference.

The bus had begun its journey
with 60 passengers around 8.40 pm
on Wednesday. “Soon after the bus
left Quilapal around 9.35 pm, the
MCC activists — who were travel-
ling in the guise of ordinary passen-
gers — pulled out their guns,” Puru-
lia SP Shiv Kumar said.

Three among the nine Maoists
pointed their carbines and two their
country-made revolvers at the police-
men while their comrades relieved
the cops of their rifles and ammuni-
tion. The operation over, the gang got
off at Basdihi. They shouted a few
political slogans and quickly disap-
peared into the nearby forests. “They
never had any intention of harassing
any passenger; their sole aim was to
get hold of the weapons,” a senior po-
lice officer said.

The bus drove on to a nearby STD
booth from where the police escorts
got in touch with the Basdihi police.
The passengers were put on another
bus in which they reached Kolkata
at 6.00 am today.

The Purulia and Bankura police
have begun a joint hunt for the Nax-
alites. Eleven villagers from Rani-
bath village, 2 km from the spot
where the arms heist took place, have
been rounded up for interrogation.
# Another report on Page 5
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“‘Talks with naxalites in

Jselation will

cﬂ\ By S. Nagesh Kumar \KO -

HYDERABAD, SEPT. 21. A majority
of the nine extremist-affected
States want the Centre to initiate
a composite dialogue with the
naxalites instead of leaving it to
individual governments to tackle
the problem.

At a meeting of the Chief Min-
isters, Home Ministers and offi-
cers of these States convened by
the Union Home Minister, Shiv-
raj Patil, here on Tuesday, they
said the naxalite outfits might

! have different names in different

States but ideologically they
were one. A piecemeal approach
would not help.

Three Chief Ministers — Y.S.
Rajasekhara Reddy (Andhra Pra-
desh), Naveen Patnaik (Orissa)
and Arjun Munda (Jharkhand) —
attended the meeting while
Maharashtra’s Sushilkumar
Shinde could not make it as he
filed his nomination papers
today.

Help promised

Earlier, in his opening re-
marks, Mr. Patil called for pool-
ing the experiences of the States
and a coordinated approach
among them, and promised
Central assistance for modernis-
ing police forces and develop-
ment of backward areas.

The United Progressive Alli-
ance Government’s policy was to
keep the doors open for any or-

not help’

ganisatien "lﬁ-g to resolve is-
sues through\discussions.

The Special Adviser to the
Prime Minister, M. K. Naraya-
nan, highlighted the situation
arising out of the varying degrees
of naxalite violence in 125 dis-
tricts across 12 States.

He warned of the danger of
extremism spreading to 24 new
districts and how the naxalites
had ‘created’ a Compact Revolu-
tionary Zone running from Ne-
pal to Andhra Pradesh.

Far from being considered a
model for others to emulate, the
ongoing Government-naxalite
talks came in for rather strong
criticism from some States, es-
pecially Chhattisgarh whose
Home Minister, Brij Mohan
Agarwal, said that the naxalites
had stepped up violence in his
State since peace talks began in
Andhra Pradesh.

“Shanti aur kranti ek saath
nahi chal sakta (peace and revo-
lution cannot go hand in hand),”
he said.

Uttar Pradesh’s Minister for
Rehabilitation, Ambika Chow-
dary, opposed peace talks in iso-
lation.

Bihar, which wants the border
with Nepal effectively sealed to
prevent Maoists from having a
free run there, adopted a slightly
different approach.

It suggested framing of guide-
lines by the Centre for States to
initiate talks with the naxalites.
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Naxalites join chorus against

army powers
X

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, August 11

EVEN AS the political sit-
uation in Manipur contin-
ues to reach boiling point,
Peoples’ War has joined a
chorus demanding the re-
peal of the Armed Forces
Special Powers Act (AFS-
PA) in the state.

The central committee
of the PW, which itself is
leading an armed strug-
gle against the govern-
ment in nine states, in a
statement has wondered
why the Congress-led
UPA government was re-
fusing to repeal AFSPA
when it had already de-
cided to withdraw POTA
in the rest of the country.

The PW, which endors-

HE HIDUS T AN TIMFS

I

Manipur

pur
LR ¥y
es the separatist demah
that Manipur be given i
dependence, said, “Arou-
nd three dozen organisa-
tions are demanding the
repeal of AFSPA. When
the UPA government
promised to repeal POTA
for the rest of India and
the AFSPA is more dra-
conian, why will the peo-
ple of Manipur be con-
demned to live under
army rule?”

Separatist groups, var-
ious political parties and
human rights groups in
Manipur have been alleg-
ing that Assam Rifles
jawans had picked. up
Thangjam  Manorama
from a village near Im-
phal and had later raped
and Kkilled her.
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AFTER REACHING A preliminary agreement on
opening formal negotiations, the People’s War
(PW) and the Andhra Pradesh Government ap-
pear to be posturing before they can actually
begin the talks. First, there was the filing of cases
against three top emissaries of PW for their al-
legedly “provocative speeches” at Warangal.
Then the Home Minister, Jana Reddy, promised
to review the cases once a detailed report was
received from the Warangal district police. Fi-
" nally, he has written to the PW leaders to insist
~ that their cadres should not carry wéapons dur-
ing the ‘ceasefire’. Although this was part of the
earlier agreement — clause 7 — PW was expect-
ed to make a public commitment at its rally in
Warangal. Instead, there were some provocative
speeches. What apparently made the police de-
cide on filing cases was the “threat” held out to a
former Warangal Superintendent of Police and
an array of former Chief Ministers, above all, N.
Chandrababu Naidu. The Government was ob-
viously conveying a message that it would not
wink at this non-compliance. Evidently, neither
side wants to be seen as succumbing to pres-
sure. The expectation is that the two sides will
" give up the posturing and get on with the talks.

There are bound to be some hiccups in the
course of a process that aims at putting an end
to the violence. After several contacts and per-
sonal talks between emissaries of PW and Mr.
Jana Reddy, the State Government took the wel-
come step of letting the ban on PW lapse last
month. That itself was a politically significant
move. Added to that was the permission granted
to the group to hold public rallies, first in Wa-
rangal and then near Vizianagaram. Although
the ban on PW has gone, there has been some

*" BUILD ON THE CEASEFIRE '
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unease over cadres moving about with arm§. But
the fact that there has been no major incidekt of
violence in the Dhandakaranya range suggests
that the understanding on cessation of hostil-
ities holds, as of now. All these are no doubt
positive developments. But the people want to
see more. The huge turnout at the Warangal
meeting is perhaps testimony to the influence of
PW, especially among the youth and the tribal

population. The enthusiastic endorsement of |

the speakers’ call for an end to what they de-
scribed as “repressive measures and police
atrocities” speaks for itself. A new orientation in
respect for human rights will be imperative for
meeting the challenge.

If the Government and PW are indeed serious
about taking this process forward, they must re-
alise they carry the burden of great expectations.
This is the time for moderation, patience and
restraint. Every step the two sides take at this
stage must be measured, because the actual
talks have not even begun. While the Govern-
ment’s decision to hold talks and lift the ban
have been widely welcomed, the people expect
the authorities to guarantee the peace. The po-
lice would do well to draw a clear line and ensure
that they do not cause any subjective complica-
tions for the peace process. At the same time, as
guardians of the law, they must protect those
who might come under threat or coercive pres-
sure from PW or any of its front outfits. Both the
Government and PW must show the political will
to look confidently to the future. There have
been mistakes and excesses on both sides and it

is time for them to put people’s interest on top

and move on to substantive issues crying for
settlement.
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s
/ -\"3" SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITY

IN A WELCOME move, the Communist Party of
India (Marxist-Leninist) People’s War (PW) has
declared its readiness to have talks also with
Governments of the other States concerned, be-
sides Andhra Pradesh. The forest corridor
stretching from Andhra Pradesh to West Bengal
has been infested with naxalism-related extre-
mist activity. With the Rajasekhara Reddy Gov-
ernment in Hyderabad having shown the way in
engaging People’s War, it stands to reason that
other State Governments facing the naxalite
problem also should give serious thought to tak-
ing such an initiative. It is in this context the
PW'’s willingness to talk to others, provided they
followed the Andhra Pradesh ‘model,” acquires
significance. The message is clear. The PW
wants these States to stop all combing oper-
ations and declare a ‘ceasefire’ or cessation of
hostilities against the naxalites and thus create a
climate congenial for talks. In Hyderabad, a
couple of meetings have already taken place
between the Home Minister and representa-
tives of the PW. While the negotiation process is
still at a formative stage, these have been some
rositive pointers; for instance, the ban on the
PW has been lifted and the group has been
permitted to hold a “martyrs day” meeting next
week.

To the extent that the PW’s major area of
operation has been Andhra Pradesh and some
adjoining areas across the border, its offer to
“talk” with other States in the Dhandakaranya
corridor, covering central and eastern regions,
should apparently not amount to much. How-
ever, what lends weight to the offer are the close
ties the PW has forged with the Maoist Commu-
nist Centre of India (MCCI) and the prospect of
the two merging before long. The MCCI has
been active notably in Bihar, Orissa, and Jhark-
hand, besides Uttar Pradesh. There has been an

endless chain of caste clashes and reprisals in
the past, with no solution in sight. So far, there
has been no official word from any of these
States about opening talks with the naxalites,
though they must be watching the develop-
ments in Andhra Pradesh very closely. In fact, as
a PW spokesman recently told this newspaper,
there has been no violence in the Dhandakara-
nya range since the ‘ceasefire’ came into force.

Given that the naxalite menace is a mult-
State phenomenon, the involvement of the Cen-
tre is imperative. Already, a special cell in the
Home Ministry has been coordinating with the
States concerned and providing them assistance
in anti-naxalite operations. Law and Order is a
State subject and so the Centre should provide
the necessary backup and play a catalytic role by
way of facilitating and aiding the negotiation
process — all this without impinging on the
rights of the States or undermining the federal
spirit of the Constitution. Further, most of the
problems that the naxalite groups will raise, on
behalf of the people, have a socio-economic
background. Thiey deal more with the basic
plight of the tribals and their struggle for land
rights. The Centre may be in a better position to
provide the logistical and financial support to
these States in addressing these problems,
which are but a few of the socio-economic caus-
es for the rise of naxalismn. The time has come for
the Centre and the States concerned to work out
an action plan within the federal structure and
engage the naxalite groups in meaningful talks.
If these groups want the “repressive measures”
to stop, the State Governments have genuine
difficulty in going along with the idea of a “war
against the state.” Unless there are direct talks to
bridge the chasm, the “armed struggle” and vio-
lence will continue. A solution has to be found
within the democratic framework.
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Hyderabad, }uly 21: The And-
hra Pradesh government today
lifted the ban on the People’s War
Group and six allied organisa-
tions as part of its initiative for
peace talks with the Naxalite
outfit.

The decision to end the em-
bargo, a key demand of the rebel
group, came after four hours of
talks at the secretariat between
home minister K. Jana Reddy
and civil rights activists and
PWG emissaries.

The ban expires at midnight.

The N. Janardhan Reddy gov-
ernment had in 1992 imposed
the ban under the Andhra
Pradesh Public Securities Act. It
was relaxed for 18 months when
N.T. Rama Rao took over as chief
minister in January 1995. N.

- b

major step towards creatlng a
healthy atmosphere for negotia-
tions. The government has al-
ready announced a three-month
ceasefire in all police operations
against the PWG, withdrawn
cash awards on all top rebel lead-
ers and also allowed the Nax-
alites to air their political views
freely in villages.

The home minister said the
government has been interact-
ing with the rebels through cor-
respondence and press state-
ments for the last two months.
“They have accepted our appeal
not to wander in villages with
arms. They have also been ob-
serving the ceasefire with sin-
cerity,” Reddy said.

“Looking at the positive re-
sponse towards peace efforts, it
has been decided not to extend

hjts PWG ban

the ban ordinance on the PWG
and its allied organisations,” the
minister added.

Poet Vara Vara Rao and G.
Kalyan Rao, the president of a
revolutionary writers’ associati-
on — two of the negotiators
earlier named by the PWG —and
retired IAS official S.R. Sankar-
an, the mutually accepted medi-
ator, described the talks as
“fruitful”.

“Today’s agenda centred only
on lifting of the ban,” said Vara
Vara Rao who insisted that the
government should lift the ban
and not just allow the ban order
tolapse.

The home minister said the
demand for withdrawal of the
ban had come from many public
platforms, civil rights groups
and the intelligentsia.

Chandrababu Naidu, who top-
pled NTR, re-imposed the ban in
1996.

However, the ban on the PWG
under the Prevention of Terror-
ism Act will remain effective till
October.

Today’s decision is another
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Ready for talks with other
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By K. Srinjivas Reddy

HYDERABAD, JULY 18. The Com-
munist Party of India (Marxist-
Leninist) People’s War has said
that it is not averse to holding
negotiations with other State
Governments provided “they
give up their repressive
measures.”

In an interview to three se-
lect journalists in the Nallama-
la forest tracts in Andhra
Pradesh, Prakash, member of
the outfit’s Polit Bureau, said:
“If other Governments repli-
cate the initiative shown in
Andhra Pradesh, we will also
respond positively as we firmly
believe in establishing peace.”

Though the peace initiative
in Andhra Pradesh is still in its
formative stage, the State Gov-
ernment is making a deter-
mined bid to finalise the
modalities in consultation with
the three emissaries nominat-
ed by the PW. This has streng-
thened the demand for
opening up avenues for talks
on similar lines with other
States. The PW and the Maoist
Communist Centre of India
(whose merger is believed to
be imminent) have considera-
ble presence in Orissa, Chhat-
tisgarh, Jharkhand, Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra
and West Bengal, and in a few
pockets of Karnataka, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Haryana, Punjab
and Uttar Pradesh.

While the Orissa, Chhattis-
garh and Karnataka Govern-
ments have responded
cautiously to the demand for
talks, the West Bengal Chief
Minister, Buddhadeb Bhatta-
charya, has gone on record
saying that he was closely
watching the situation in And-
hra Pradesh where the Con-
gress has completely stopped
counter-extremist operations
to pave the way for talks. “We
have a unified approach for
rousing the masses. It all de-

ko’

pends on the attitudes of the
respective State Governments.
If they come forward, we are
ready for talks,” Mr. Prakash
said.

He, however, did not agree
with the contention that the
MCCI should take the lead and
announce a unilateral cease-
fire in other States, as it did in
Andhra Pradesh in 2002. “We
will not announce any such
ceasefire, but if the Govern-
ments come forth with such an
offer, we are ready.” However,

LAYING D
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OWN ARMS: People’s War mem|

States: People’s War
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bers with their Kalashnikovs and carbines

at a forest in Andhra Pradesh. — Photo: K. Srinivas Reddy

his party would have to consult
the MCCI leadership before
taking any decision in respect
of Bihar and Jharkhand, he
said.

In the case of West Bengal,
he asked whether the State too
was ready to bring-about the
same changes as Andhra Pra-
desh. “If so, we are ready for
talks with them too.”

Mr. Prakash demanded that
the Andhra Pradesh Govern-
ment order a judicial probe in-
to “fake encounters” before it

finalised the modalities for
peace negotiations. “Though it
is not a pre-condition for talks,
we expect the Government to
order a probe,” he said. While
the Congress Government ap-
peared to be serious in holding
talks, a section of police offi-
cials were making attempts to
scuttle the talks’ process, he
added.

Asked whether the PW
would give up arms if its de-
mands were met by the Gov-
ernment, Mr. Prakash said that

1/\.4 L

armed revolution was a non-
negotiable factor in the pro-
posed talks. “We can solve
many people’s issues through
talks.” The PW cadres carry
weapons only for self-defence.
“Why do you think there is no
violence in Dandakaranya
where we run a parallel admin-
istration? There people solve
their own problems and there
is no scope for violence. Only
when the state supports the ex-
ploiting classes, people take o
arms.”
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[eft in Naxalite

ALOKE TIKKU

New Delhi, June 26: Is there
anything Left in the left-wing ex-
tremism that keeps law enforce-
ment agencies on tenterhooks?

With a Left-backed United Pr-
ogressive Alliance government
in power at the Centre, the home
ministry appears to be debating
if it should continue using “left-
wing extremism” to refer to the
problem that affects nine states
in the country. Or settle for polit-
. ically correct “Naxalism” in-
stead.

That is what President A.PJ.
Abdul Kalam did when he spoke
about “the growth of Naxalite vi-
olence in various parts of the
country” when he addressed Pa-
rliament earlier this month. Offi-
cials say the home ministry
could soon follow suit and end
the practice of using “left-wing
extremism” and “Naxalism” in-
terchangeably.

A senior ministry official sa-
ys “left-wing extremism”, which
is how the home ministry has de-
scribed Naxalite violence for de-
cades, is a misnomer. “There is
certainly nothing Left in the sen-
seless killings and extortion rac-
kets that are going on in 55 distr-
icts across nine states,” he said.

The official would not say
what prompted the rethinking in
the home ministry, but stressed
that the debate was not sparked
by the change of government at
the Centre.

Rajya Sabha MP and CPM
leader Nilotpal Basu agrees with

the home ministry officials that
there appears nothing ideologi-
cal in the massacres that Nax-
alites have been involved in. “It
is extremism. We are opposed to
use of violence,” he said, adding
that his party did not provoke
the rethink.

Rather, a home ministry offi-
cial said, this is not the first time
the ministry is trying to strip the
Naxalite movement of the re-
spectability that its ideological
moorings gave it. As part of this
exercise, the ministry had in re-
cent years begun referring to
Naxalism as “ideology-clad left-
wing extremism” in official doc-
uments on the internal security
situation.

Basu said the UPA govern-
ment has not raised this issue
with the Left at any forum. But
he suggested that in violence of
this kind, it might be better to
name the organisations involved
than use a generic term.

Officials said there already is
a shift in the UPA government’s
response to Naxalism compared
to the NDA regime’s approach,
as cartbe glimpsed from Kalam’s
address. “Rather than being an
ordinary law-and-order prob-
lem, such violence is sympto-
matic of a much deeper socio-
economic malaise, which needs
to be treated systematically,” the
President had said.

Home ministry officials said
the shift in approach could level
out if the dialogue with the Peo-
ple’s War Group in Andhra
Pradesh does not bear fruit.
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‘/E/W will stay banned,
+"says Andhra govt

¢
3

\ ES NEws NETWORK

Hyderabad: The state gov-
ernment has reportedly de-
cided against lifting the ban
on the People’s War (PW) but
is in favour of announcing a
ceasefire with the extremists
for a limited period.

Chief minister Y S Ra-
jasekhara Reddy met home
minister K Jana Reddy, DGP
S R Sukumara, and intelli-
gence chief K Aravinda Rao
at his Secretariat office on
Wednesday and discussed
the PW’s offer to hold peace
talks with the government.
On Tuesday, the PW had
agreed for a dialogue, provid-
ed the government an-
nounced a ceasefire and en-
sured safe passage for its

THE TIMES OF ™78

emissaries participating in
the peace process.

Police officers reportedly
informed both the home min-
ister and the CM that the gov-
ernment could consider an-
nouncing a ceasefire, but cau-
tioned against lifting the ban
on the outfit. Concurring
with the police view, the CM
decided to put off the issue of
lifting of ban for a later stage.

Meanwhile, civil rights

i

Yipg

activists led by poet Var-
avara Rao, M T Khan, and
Ratnamala met Reddy on
Wednesday afternoon and
requested him to withdraw
the cases booked against
revolutionary poets, writers
and artists by the previous
government. They also ap-
prised him of the PW'’s
peace initiatives and sought
that the government re-
spond to it positively.

The group also met the
home minister and discussed
the possible modalities for
the peace talks. They pre-
sented a memorandum to
Jana Reddy listing out the
cases foisted against revolu-
tionary poets and writers
across the state and request-
ed him to withdraw them.

-/



/. Healing touch’ ./
\&b Welcome move on Andhra Naxalites \R"

fter a clean sweep of parliamentary elections, with sup-
Aport of the Telengana Rashtra Samiti, chief minister Raja-
shekhar Reddy has perhaps no option but to apply the heal-
ing touch with respect to Naxalites in the state. People’s War
remains banned but has considerable influence, feeding on
poverty, distress and neglect. Unlike his predecessor, Reddy
is prepared to work to establish communications. Contrast
with the time when police were the main targets of extremis-
ts and anyone in uniform showing “courage” to eliminate
Naxalites was promptly rewarded. Now the chief minister,
within weeks of assuming office, has invited People’s War
leaders for talks and emphasised his willingness to respond.
The conditions set by the PW — a ceasefire, withdrawal of
combing operations in villages and restrictions on policemen
— suggest that mistrust runs deep on both sides. If the talks
can arrive at a point of understanding, that would be
achievement enough.

The real task involves removing causes of unrest in which
Naxalites and villagers are seen to be at war with police and
administration. The TRS emerged as a political outfit out of
distress and disenchantment while People’s War flourished
underground. It may be too early to consider lifting the ban
and ordering an amnesty. On the other hand, bloody en-
counters have gone on for too long and the government has
rubbed salt into wounds by rewarding policemen who have
killed Naxalites. If talks can persuade the extremists to pur-
sue their political line without resorting to violence and, in
the process, restore a sense of confidence among people, it
would mean significant progress. For the mome?Reddy’s
initiative deserves to be welcomed.

7
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v\l\ﬁ\/\V,G wants
& ceasefire

before talks

Our/Hyderabad Bureau

THE Peop
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War Group (PWG)

of naxalites have finally accepted
the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment’s invitation for talks, but
with a rider. They have asked the

government (o announce

a

ceasefire to create conducive at-

mosphere for talks.

In a statement, issued to vari-
ous media organisations, the
People’s War Group secretary,
Ramakrishna, said they were
ready for a dialogue with the state
government, provided it declares
a ceasefire and stops all opera-
tions against them. “We are

ready for talks.

Itis time now for sincere action
instead of making empty promis-
es,” Ramakrishna pointed out.
With the Congress government
having already stopped all opera-
tions against the naxals, and the
People’s War Group expressing
its willingness to talk, the dia-
logue should begin in the next

week orso.

Holding talks with the naxals
to end the vexed the extremists
problem in the state was one of
the election promises of the Con-
gress and it set the ball rolling for

fulfilling it a few weeks ago.
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THURSDAY, JUNE 10, 2004

W C &
A WELCOME MOVE ¢ s

'THE ANDHRA PRADESH Government’s deci-
sion to initiate talks with the banned People’s
War is certainly a step in the right direction and
should be welcomed by all concerned. Both the
Government and the extremist outfit should re-
alise the State’s yearning for peace and all-round
development as well as the responsibility that is
cast on them. The Telugu Desam Government
began talks with People’s War two years ago, but
the process collapsed before making any head-
way. The Rajasekhara Reddy administration
must take care to ensure that a congenial cli-
mate is created for the talks, a detailed agenda
prepared, and constructive pressure maintained
on the Naxalites to remain engaged in the proc-
ess until a lasting solution to this decades-old
problem is found. In this context, the involve-
ment of the Committee of Concerned Citizens
will be useful. The Government has sensibly tak-
en preparatory steps such as halting combing
operations and withdrawing the rewards
scheme for policemen who captured or gunned
down the Naxalites. It was only after these con-
ditions were met that People’s War expressed its
willingness to talk and to observe “a simultane-
ous ceasefire.”

The challenge of armed Naxalism is not con-
fined to Andhra Pradesh and affects a substan-
tial part of central and eastern India. Its attempt
has been to create a “contiguous forest corridor”
from Andhra Pradesh to Nepal, traversing Oris-
sa, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Uttar Pra-
desh and even parts of West Bengal. Any
breakthrough in Hyderabad can have significant
positive implications for all the affected regions.
What are the issues that have made Naxalites
wage war against the State? Lack of land re-
forms, regional imbalances in development, the
longstanding neglect of the rights and livelihood
concerns of tribal folk, especially their right to
land, police high-handedness and atrocities.

nmwu g
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These are issues any State Government must ad-
dress, Naxalism or not, as they involve the basic
rights and expectations of the people. If the new
Congress Government is serious about restoring
peace and normality in South India’s biggest
State and addressing these genuine problems of
the people, it has the opportunity to come up
with a fast track response, without waiting for
the talks to progress. Bold thinking and sincerity
in peace-building could usher in a major psycho-
logical change.

It is equally important to convince People’s
War that the path of excitative terrorism and
violence must be abandoned, for a start, provi-
sionally and on a conditional basis. The armed
groups must not be allowed to use the talks to
consolidate themselves or regroup. People’s War
is on record that “talks are a tactics which can be
used to serve the interests of revolution, if prop-
erly handled... Talks too could become counter-
productive if they are not handled with a class
perspective and serve the strategic goal at every
step.” The Government cannot afford to lower its
guard on security-related issues, but it must
demonstrate its commitment to addressing the
genuine concerns of the people and the social
and economic causes that aid the growth of such
extremist movements. The Common Minimum
Programme of the Congress-led United Progres-
sive Alliance at the Centre is clear-sighted about
the nature of the challenge: “The UPA is con-
cerned with the growth of extremist violence and
other forms of terrorist activity in different
States. This is not merely a law and order prob-
lem, but a far deeper socio-economic issue
which will be addressed more meaningfully than
has been the case so far. False encounters will
not be permitted.” The Andhra Pradesh Govern-
ment must work systematically and determined-
ly to put this understanding to work to achieve a
breakthrough.
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PWG aceept
‘5

Indo-Asian News Service
Hyderabad, June 9

THE PEOPLE’S War Group has ac-
cepted the Andhra government’s in-
vitation for talks, paving the way for
a comprehensive dialogue to end
three decades of Maoist violence.
Hours after state Home Minister
K. Jana Reddy extended the invita-
tion and urged the Maoists to come
' out with an agenda, the PWG lead-
ership responded positively and put
" forth some demands. In a statement
released to few media organisations
on Tuesday night, PWG secretary
Ramakrishna said they were ready
for simultaneous implementation
of ‘ceasefire’. He wanted the gov-
ernment to withdraw rewards on
all Maoist leaders who were under-

pts Andhra talks invite

Wi g%
ground The state goverriment
last week had announced that the
policemen who killed Maoists in
gun battles would not get rewards.
Ramakrishna demanded that the
crackdown against PWG be stopped
immediately.

“In the name of routine patrolling
combing operations are continuing,”
he said, and referred to the recent
gun battle in Nalgonda district. Re-
jecting Chief Minister Y.S. Ra-
jasekhara Reddy’s appeal that the
guerrillas confine themselves to
forests during peace talks, the PWG
leader demanded that the govern-
ment should allow them to carry on
their political campaign.

Demanding that police be kept out
of talks, he urged the government to
transfer some cops who were against

10 Jyy
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a dialogue. Welcoming PWG’s re-

sponse to the talks offer, the home

minister said there was no need to

announce a formal ceasefire as the

guns had fallen silent since the new

government took power last month.
The minister, however, assured

the guerrillas that there would be no

combing operations or gunbattles.

“We have already issued instruc-

tions to the police in this regard,”

Jana Reddy

said, “the Na-

xalites may

carry on pol-

itical propag-

anda but the

group should

not create law

and order pr-

oblems.”



Bangla outﬁt helping PW: IB

KOLKATA, May 19. — The Central
Intelligence Branch has warned the
state home department about Shan-
ti Bahini, an extremist outfit operat-
ing from Bangladesh, that has been
lending a helping hand to the PW in
- West Bengal. The outfit has appa-
rently been providing funds, arms,

‘training and even shelter to PW ca-

idres in Bangladesh.

The Shanti Bahini’s involvement
‘came to light after an IB team vis-
‘ited the border areas including Mal-
da and PW-infested areas like Bank-
ura, Midnapore, Purulia prior to the

election to gather information about
PW. The outfit had threatened to
boycott polls in these areas. '

“Shanti Bahini has become active

once again in Bangladesh and has

been provxdmg all support to the
PW. Earlier the PW cadres used to
take shelter in Bihar and Orissa but
now they cross the border and go to
Bangladesh. The newly-inducted
PW cadres are crossing the border
in hordes where they are trained by
members of Shanti Bahini,” an IB
officer said. He said the Bahini has
camps in Bangladesh, which have
become a safe haven for PW cadres.

In its report to the state govern-
ment, the IB mentioned how the
Co-ordination Committee of Marx-
ist Parties and Organisation of
South Asia (CAMPOSA), an under-
ground umbrella organisation of ex-
tremist groups spread over India,

‘Nepal and Bangladesh held a meet-

ing recently. The IB has come down
heavily on the role of the Border Se-
curity Force in view of the rampant
crossing of the border illegally .

THE STATESMAN

“These cadres enter Bangladesh
from areas in the Sunderbans, which
falls under no-man’s land, after pay-
ing a price. A group of touts operate
there who in connivance with some
BSF personnel, help them cross the
border. Both get their cut,” said the
official.

Mr SK Mitra, DIG, BSE conce-
ded that touts were operating from
some border areas and facilitated
cross-border infiltration. But he
blamed the state police for laxity in
monitoring the areas which do not
come under the BSF jurisdiction. “It
is the job of the state police to keep
a round-the-clock tab on the touts to
crack down on them. Most of their
senior officials who are in the city
should be accountable for it,” Mr
Mitra said, adding: “We will com-
ment only after getting the detailed
report.”
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U.S, move may thwart PW's plans

\Q t)\/
Q/ \ﬂ\

HYDERABAD, MAY 1. The inclusion of the CPI (ML)
People’s War (PW) and the Maoist Communist
Centre (MCC) in the list of terrorist organisations
! by the United States could thwart the attempts of
the Maoist rebel groups to forge alliances with
Left-wing extremist groups in other parts of the
world. In fact, the U.S. move comes at a time
when the PW leadership is trying to unify all the
Maoist rebels in various countries to further the
cause of the “new democratic revolution.” The
Maoist parties outside India are against what they
term “U.S. imperialism.”

The PW and the MCC are the most militant
organisations in India. While the MCC operates in
Bihar and Jharkhand, the PW operates in Madhya
| Pradesh, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pra-
i desh, Orissa, Jharkhand, West Bengal, Bihar and
some areas of Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Kerala.

Apart from succeeding in unifying the “revolu-
tionary forces” within the country, the PW had
established fraternal relations with most rebel or-
ganisations which believe in Marxism-Leninism-
Maoism (MLM). The effort began in 1995 when
the PW was invited by the Workers Party of Belgi-
um (WPB) to participate in an international semi-
nar in Brussels. More than 60 organisations from
40 countries adhering to the MLM ideology took
part and observed the PW’s claim of “advancing
the armed revolution” in rural India, especially in
the North Telangana and Dandakaranya regions.

From 1995, the PW is believed to have main-
tained active links with other MLM groups, espe-
cially in South Asia. Within six years, it was in a
position to bring several Maoist parties together
to form an umbrella organisation, the Coordina-
tion Committees of Maoist Parties and Organisa-
tions (CCOMPOSA). The PW is also a signatory to
the formation of another international conglom-
eration of ML groups, the Revolutionary Interna-

By K. Srinivas Reddy \)\OA

THE DU

tional Movement.

With more and more Maoist parties evincing a
keen interest in PW activities, the party establish-
ed fraternal relations with the Liberation Army of
Peru and the Kurdistan Workers Party. It had al-
ways “guided” the leadership of the Maoist rebels
in Nepal. In fact, the Communist Party of Nepal
(CPN), which spearheads the revolution in Nepal,
had drawn inspiration from the PW movement in
north Telangana.

The CCOMPOSA, according to naxalite docu-
ments, comprises the PW, the MCC, the Revolu-
tionary Communist Centre of India (MLM), the
Revolutionary Communist Centre of India
(Maoist) from India, the Purba Bangla Sarbahara
Party (Maoist Punargathan Kendra), the Purba
Bangla Sarbahara Party, the Bangladesh Samay-
wadi Party (ML) of Bangladesh, the Communist
Party of Nepal (Maoist), the Communist Party of
Ceylon (Maoist) and the Bhutan Communist Par-
ty (MLM), which is believed to have been formed
very recently.

The CCOMPOSA held its third conference from
March 16 to 18 this year, where the CPN repre-
sentative, Mr. Kishore, submitted a report on the
“strategic offensive” stage of the revolution in Ne-
pal. The close ties between the CPN and the PW
as well as the MCCI can be gauged from the for-
mation of a “Compact Revolutionary Zone” ex-
tending from Nepal to the Dandakaranya region
of Andhra Pradesh, traversing through Bihar.

The CCOMPOSA conference passed a resolu-
tion to unite all Maoist forces in Asia and to “build
greater bonds of unity with the struggling forces
of the region and turn respective countries of
South Asia into a strong bastion of world revolu-
tion.” But with the U.S. including the PW and the
MCCI in the list of terrorist organisations, activ-
ities by Maoist rebels would be under close watch
at least in countries having friendly relations with
the U.S.
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MrYerran Naidu
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HYDERABAD, April 19. — Telugu
Desam Parliamentary Party leader in
the dissolved Lok Sabha, Mr K Yerran
Naidu, had a miraculous escape when
the PW detonated a landmine past
Sunday midnight in his home constitu-
ency of Srikakulam.

Mr Naidu was returning to Srikaku-
lam town from Tekkali after complet-
ing his electloneermg on the final day
of campaign. As the Toyota Qualis he
was travelling in approached Singa-
puram, the vehicle had to take a diver-
sion as the National Highway was be-
ing repaired.

The moment the car hit the mud
road the Naxalites detonated a land-
mine throwing the vehicle up into the
air. Fortunately the landmine’s impact

THE STATESMAN

Yerran Naidu™
PW attack

was entlrely on the engine. “Had the
explosion taken place just one foot
more after the vehicle passed, it would
have been disastrous,” Mr N Chandra-
babu Naidu said.

The car’s engine and the front por-
tion was a mangled mess. The driver
was seriously injured. His personal as-
sistant was also injured.

Soon after the blast Mr Naidu’s two
gunmen immediately shifted him to
the bullet-proof car which was accom-
panying him and took him to hospital.
Home minister Mr T Devender Goud
said it was “overconfidence” on Mr
Naidu’s part for not using the bullet-
proof car.,

Mr Najdu was initially reported to
have being injured in his spine and he
also complained of backache.

After a series of tests doctors con-
cluded there were no serious injuries
and discharged him later in the morn-
ing,

“Police alerted me about six months
ago and they also beefed up my secur-
ity. Yet this incident has happened,”
Mr Naidu said after being discharged.

The Naxalites had banned the TDP
and the BJP from campaigning and
created several two or three-member
action teams who have killed nearly 50
leaders belonging to these two parties
since October 2003.

Mr Chandrababu Naidu had sur-
vived a claymore mine attack in Tiru-
pati on 1 October 2003, an incident
that led him to dissolve the Assembly.

74, APR 0
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27 die in biggest
Naxalite attack

% OUR CORRESPONDENT

Eahba (West Smghbhum),
April 8: Mine after mine ex-
ploded under the wheels of a
Iarge security force combmg

the forests here last evening, -

killing 27 in the largest Nax-
alite strike anywhere in the
country.

An equal number of district
policemen and CRPF jawans
were injured in the three blasts
that came days before the elec-
tions, which Naxalite groups
are asking people to boycott.

#The attack by guerrillas of
tliﬁ Maoist Communist Centre
(MCC) preceded by about a day
deputy Prime Minister LK. Ad-
vapi's entry into Jharkhand
with his Bharat Uday yatra. Ad-
vapi is also the home minister.

~«Praveen Kumar, the West
Singhbhum SP, was injured in
the explosions and was operated
on the thigh at a Calcutta hospi-
tal tonight after a dramatic
escape.

“The SP’s Gypsy was leading
the convoy and as soon as it nego-
tiated a sharp turn, a powerful
explosion took place and we saw
the escort vehicle getting blown

. away. Within seconds, the jeep of
the Noamundi officer-in-charge,
tao, was blown up in the second
blast. I'was in the fourth jeep and
escaped unhurt since our vehi-
cle was a little behind,” AK.
Ram, the officer-in-charge of
Gua police station, said.

The biggest strike since an
ambush in the same Saranda

forests in December 2002 — that
had killed 19 policemen — oc-
curred when a team of the dis-
trict police, led by Kumar, was re-
turning from Baliba village to
Gua, a mining town, in the
evening.

Police teams had been comb-
ing the region since April 6 fol-
lowing a tip-off that Naxalites
were active among villagers.
Kumar was leading the opera-
tion. Unknown to the team of
about 120 policemen and CRPF
Jjawans, the rebels — said to num-
ber 100 — were watching its
movements.

“The rebels selected the 2.5-
km stretch along the Gua-Baliba
road to lay the landmines in a
span of just three to four hours.

Usually, police teams do not re-

turn by the same route that they
take to enter a village,” a police
official said.

“But yesterday, this stretch
had to be used by the police to re-
turn to Gua as there is no alter-
native route. The rebels knew
this and laid the trap,” the offi-
cial added.

After the first explosion, Ram
saw Kumar jump out of the jeep
that was ablaze as splinters from
the mine blast had possibly
pierced the fuel tank.

“Kumar suffered injuries to
head, thigh and hand,” said
Priya Dubey, the SP of neigh-
bouring Seraikella-Kharsawan
district.

Ram Singh, Kumar’s driver
who jumped off the vehicle, too,
said the SP had fired quite a few

Policemen headed by West

Singhbhum SP Praveen Kumar’

enter Saranda forest

#Thrae landmines go off

oSP's Gypsy catches fire. SP m;ured

m'w&mleg
_oJee ) of

the spﬂf

cBennel of Gua OG'B ;eea hnt oc safe

rounds at the rebels when a bul-
let hit him on the hand, damag-
ing the rifle as well.

“He escaped from the spot
with the help of his body-
guards,” Dubey said.

In the chaos after the blasts,
the policemen and the jawans
ran for cover, coming under fire
from the Maoist guerrillas, who

allot boycott

followed them o
eMoments after expiosion,

from both sides.

CRPF men are dressed in
army fatigues

and 27 injured
eAll Naxalites had SLgs

policemen stay: mf jfast troon

eNinety CRPF and 128
per sonnel mvohled

Kirtbufu and: adnmeg toh

around 7am
=

had taken position at a height in
the thick forest.

Ram Sagar, the officer-in-
charge of Noamundi police sta-
tion, and Jai Ram, a sub-inspec-
tor with the CRPF’s 152 battal-
ion, died on the spot. One rebel
was also killed in the exchange.

“The landmine used by the
Naxalites was very powerful and

Naxalites in army outfits begin ﬂring

sUtter confusion prevails as. even

o The thrée-hour encounter leaves
27 policemen and one Naxalite dead

(y,\

operated by
side the sta

The po
launched t ch after a tip-
off that around 80 Naxalites had

entered from across the Orissa
border.

She, however, could not say
from where the landmines were
procured and/he exact place

ands S

A0,

from which the Naxalités had
come. Seven police weapons
were reportedly snatched by the
Naxalites. - )

Shortly after the blasts, some
Naxalites tried to derail the
Howrah-Mumbai Mail by plac-
ing wooden planks across the
track, but the driver was alert to
the danger.

trike

VIPs target in
Kashmir hit

MUKHTAR AHMAD

Srinagar, April 8: Election-
bound Kashmir was yanked out
of a peace-induced lull this after-
noon when nine persons were
killed and two ministers injured
in a militant attack on a rally.

Mehbooba Mutfti, the chief of
the ruling People’s Democratic
Party, was also in the crowd
when a grenade exploded but she
escaped unhurt.

However, finance minister
Muzzaffar Hussein Beigh and
tourism minister Ghulam Has-
san Mir were injured. The minis-
ters’ security guards and civil-
ians took the full impact of the
grenade lobbed by militants at
the rally venue in Uri, a bustling
trading town near the LoC.

The extremists backed up the
bomb attack with indiscrimi-
nate firing, pushing the toll up to
nine. The condition of 20 of the
52 injured is said to be critical.

The target appears to have be-

en picked with careas the rally—

besides seeking votes for the
PDP —was aimed at pressing for
the Srinagar-Muzzafarabad bus
service, one of the features of
the Indo-Pak peace process. Most
militant organisations had con-
demned the thaw in bilateral re-
lations. (
This is the first time in recent\
times that an attack of this feroc-
ity has been mounted on a rally,
Political activists and prospec-
tive voters were threatened but
rallies were largely spared even
during the Assembly elections in

2002 when tension with Pakistan
was at its peak.

Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, who counts the suc-
cessful Assembly elections in
Kashmir among his trophy
achievements, moved with
alacrity to condemn today’s at-
tack and called for “full-
strength” participation in the
national polls. The Prime Minis-
ter spoke to chief minister Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed and ex-
pressed hope that the people of
the state “would reiterate their
commitment to democracy”.

A man identifying himself as
a spokesman for Jamiat-ul-Mu-
jahideen, a small Pakistan-based
group of Kashmiri militants,
called Reuters to claim responsi-
bility for the attack.

But PTI said the Save Kash-
mir Movement, a shadow group
of the Lashkar-e-Toiba, has
claimed responsibility.

Before the attack, security
forces had killed a man they de-
scribed as the chief commarider
of the Jaish-e-Mohammad. The
commander, Qari Asif, had re-

- placed Gazi Baba, the Parlia-

ment attack mastermind who
was killed last year.

The grenade strike occurred
when the ministers and Mehboo-
ba were heading to a school
where the rally was scheduled.
“When I heard the explosion, I
was on the roof of a van and I
jumped down,” said Abdul
Rashid, a PDP supporter. “I saw
people in pools of blood crying
for help.”
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"MCC kills 267
policemen

o B ERS

By Our’ Special Correspondent

RANCHI, APRIL 8. The banned
Maoist Communist Centre (In-
dia) killed 26 policemen, in-
cluding 10 Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) jawans, in
a series of landmine blasts in
the Gua forest in West Singhb-
hum district of Jharkhand last
night when the security forces
were carrying out combing
operations.

The Superintendent of Po-
lice, Praveeen Kumar, who was
leading the 150-strong patrol
party, was among the dozen
injured. He has been admitted
to hospital. Four police vehi-
cles were blown up in the am-
bush and in the encounter that
followed one naxalite was
killed.

The ambush was not only
the worst in the last one-and-
a-half years in the State; it hap-
pened just 24 hours before the.
entry of the ‘Bharat Uday Ya-
tra’ of the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, LK. Advani. Militant
outfits had given a call to pro-
test against the yatra. _

The Jharkhand Chief Minis-
ter, Arjun Munda, reached the
spot with senior officials and
announced a compensation of
Rs. 10 lakhs to the families of
the deceased.

He said the objective of the
attack was to obstruct the elec-
tion process, but his Govern-
ment would not be
demoralised by such sinister
designs.

“The Government will put
them down with an iron
hand,” he said, adding that se-
curity for Mr. Advani had been
beefed up and there was noth-
ing to worry on this.
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5Y AN\ Naxalites are human too g 8"

In-the early days, members of Naxalite movements seemed
wholly committed to a cause for which they preached un-
relenting use of violence. The excitement has faded with
time and the movement broke up into factions. One of these
even accepted the principle of parliamentary democracy |
that included joining hands with the likes of Laloo Prasad
Yadav. However, there are organisations like the Maoist |
Communist Centre which have stuck to the practice of
killing “class enemies” which in states like Bihar and
Jharkhand means attacking policemen and indulging in !
extortions. If there is revolution on their minds, it is limited
to protecting peasants from onslaught of the landlord
armies. For the rest it means keeping cadres in proper
spirits when they spend months and years away from homes.
Hence the amendment to the law on revolutionary practice
whereby cadres are free to make love to comrades provided
the encounter doesn’t result in “unwanted” parenthood.
This is a big concession to natural human weaknesses with a
further concession to contemporary consumerism — a
gencrous supply of condoms from the market.

This may start a debate on what revolutionaries believe to
be - :cessities and luxuries of life. What is clear is that
whatever Maoists believe in, abstinence is not necessarily an
ingredient. Why should it? Extortions yield a tidy sum and
even after peasants are provided for, there must be
someus~a left for entertainment that does not harm the
opjective of not allowing the administration to interfere
with a separate regime, All it confirms is that leaders have
finaily understood the business of revolution: prevent
erosion from the ranks by playing on natural instincts, While
it oroves that they too are human, there is hope that the
re - .ution n:av voi yield some exciting shades,
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/+THE CHALLENGE OF PEOPLE'S WAR- .~

THE TRNLE KILLING last week in Andhra
radesh, of two ruling Telugu Desam Party
TDP) functionaries and a security guard of
another, by the People’s War, confirms fears
that the banned terrorist movement is bent on
disrupting the democratic, electoral process in
the State. The incidents have taken place in
broad daylight and in different areas — Visak-
hapatnam, Nalgonda and Medak. The targets
have been TDP district functionaries and, in
the first case, the husband of the State’s Social
Welfare Minister, Meena Kumari. Two young
gunmen shot the victims at point blank range
and delivered a chilling message to the ruling
party and Government. It is obvious that the
People’s War (PW) is targeting the TDP, the
police and offices as well as establishments of
the Central and State Governments. At a time
when Andhra Pradesh is gearing for simuita-
neous. polis to the Lok Sabha and the State
Assembly, to be held in two phases next
month, the protest week organised by the PW
and the dastardly killings make the ruling par-
ty, its candidates and functionaries vulnerable
to such attacks along a broad front. This is
certainly going to put the TDP at a disad-
vantage in relation to its main rival, the
Congress.

It has become customary for the PW and
some other extremist organisations to step up
their offensive whenever the democratic proc-
ess is set in motion. There was a time when
Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu attempted
to open a dialogue with the Naxalites in the
State, but the talks did not make much head-
way. Six months ago, the PW came close to
success in its attempt on Mr. Naidu’s life at
Tirupati, after which the Chief Minister decid-
ed to dissolve the State legislature and seek a

fresh mandate. Over 30 TDP funaionan have
been killed since the dissolution of the House
in November 2003. All political parties must
come together and work with the Government
to eliminate armed extremism and terrorism in
all its forms. The ruling TDP is already facing a
major challenge from the Congress-Telangana
Rashtra Samithi combine in the Assembly elec-
tions and has to make the best of the support it
has in the coastal and Rayalaseema areas if it
has to retain power in the State. If the PW
persists in going after the TDP, killing its can-
didates and functionaries, it may be an uphill
task for Mr. Naidu and his party.

There are some genuine causes and social
factors that have provided the space for Peo-
ple’s War to grow. But extremist groups must
realise that violence or terror cannot solve any
problem or make life easier for the people they
claim to represent. In a democracy, there is no
room for the bullet and the bomb. If the PW is
at all keen on taking up the problems of the
people, the only way will be to enter the demo-
cratic mainstream and gain both credibility
and acceptability. It cannot achieve anything
enduring by terrorising people and gunning
down those who have the people’s mandate
for a fixed term. It is a double tragedy that a
section of unemployed and disillusioned youth
can be recruited for armed militancy and ter-
rorism in the name of the labouring masses.
They have only to turn back and reflect on the
path they have taken, the precious lives lost,
and the total lack of progress in achieving their
movement’s objectives. Whatever government
assumes office in the State following the elec-
tions needs to create conditions congenial to
the resumption of a well-conceived dialogue to
overcome Andhra Pradesh’s existential crisis.

THE DY 23 g oy




‘Boom time for People s War

NAXALITE THREAT LOOMS LARGE OVER POLI.S

March 16. — The Naxalite
Peoples War Group has
literally doubled in stre-
ngth in both the eastern
and western regions of ce-
ntral India — north of
Andhra Pradesh — and
also in West Bengal, to
take its overall cadre cou-
nt to at least 2,200 — up
from its own estimate of
1,516 in 2001.

The figures have been
culled from the PW’s as-
sessment of its strength
during its all-India confer-
ence held in March-April
2001 and from the 2003-
end assessment done by the
Centre and various agen-
cies in states that are tack-
ling the Naxalite problem.

The biggest increase is ..,

in the Dandakaranya for-
est belt, which in PW par-
lance means Chhattisgarh
and Gadchiroli district in
Mabharashtra. The PW has
said it has 400 armed mili-
tants operating there.

Top officials, quoting
government documents,
told The Statesman, how-
ever, that the organisation
has increased its strength
to at least 750 militants. If
the recent PW move to
disband four of its eight
platoons in North Telanga-
na and despatch them to
Dandakaranya is taken in-
to account, the area prese-
ntly has at least 850 armed
guerillas.

In West Bengal, the PW
claimed to have a cadre of
56, which state authorities

® Overall c40

re count has
moved up from 1,516 in
2001 to 2,200 by end-2003
# Highest rise in Dandakaranya

PW actlvny set to take a big jump in Bengal

In Bihar-Jharkhand belt, the PW is now
functioning under one state committee
Bihar, Jharkhand. Chhattisgarh and Andhra
Pradesh may witness landmine blasts

targetting police and poll personnel this time

say has gone up to 112.
There’s unanimity in the
joint command, evolved
for states sharing informa-
tion and Intelligence, that
PW activity is on the verge
of a big increase in Bengal.

Anocther significant in-
crease is in Bihar and
Jharkhand, where the PW
functions under a single
state committee. The 2001
presence of 180 is now 350.

In Karnataka, its stren-
gth has gone up from 40 to
60. In Madhya Pradesh,
only one district — Raj-
nandgaon — is affected by

Naxalites and this is the
only place where the fig-
ures are not fully known.
In North Telangana —
Adilabad, Khamman, Kar-
imnagar, Warangal and Ni-
zamabad districts — the
PW said its strength was
470. Police sources say this
has come down to 350 due
to sustained police pressu-
te and it is now lesser by
another 100 or so as the
PW leadership despatched
its cadre to Dandakaranya.
At the Andhra Pradesh-
Orissa border, called AOB,
the cadre has shot up from
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80 to 180. This area com-
prises Srikakulam, Viziana-
garam, Visakhapatnam and
West Godavari districts in
AP and Orissa’s border dis-
tricts of Ganjam, Raigar,
Koraput, Gajapathi and
Malkangiri. In the rest of
Andhra, the strength has
gone up from 290 to.322.
Police say, on face value,
in this poll season, Bihar,
Jharkhand and Chattisgarh
face prospects of landmine
attacks on police vehicles
and poll duty personnel.
The worry is the most in-
tense in Andhra Pradesh.



/ Bengal misses the

KOLKATA/NEW DELHI, March 9. —
The Election Commission has decided to
constitute a six-member team with senior
IAS and IRS officials to oversee the Lok
Sabha polls in five Naxalite-infested
states as special observers, sources said
here today, but surprisingly, West Bengal
hasn’t been included in the list despite
the fact that parts of the state have turned
into a breeding ground for Naxalites,
MCC and the PWG. The team would
have three IAS and IRS officers.

It would, among other things, oversee
the run-up to the elections and ensure
that proper security arrangements were in
‘place for holding polls in Andhra Pradesh,
Orissa, Bihar, Jharkhand and Chattisgarh.

However, in the past few months, two
major incidents of Naxalite violence
occurred in Bengal — the murder of the
officer-in-charge of the Bandowan
thanaand the Belpahari incident which
saw a landmine blast and death of police-
men. The state administration is also
worried at the Naxalite-PW menace and
specific instructions have ben sent to the

EC specml

police to beef up security prior to the
polls.

Hearing about the EC’s move, Mr
Basudeb Banerjee, chief electoral officer,
said: “We will certainly raise the issue
when the EC team arrives in Kolkata. 1
admit that there have been two major
incidents involving the Naxalites. But
such incidents haven’t been occurring
regularly in Bengal. That may have
prompted the EC to exclude Bengal.
Moreover, Bengal’'s border with
Jharkhand will be effectively sealed as
polling in these two states. But we will
raise the issue during discussions.”

The state BJP, however, found nothing
wrong in the EC’s decision. Mr Tathagata
Roy, said that the Naxalite menace in
Bengal was nothing compared to the five
states chosen by the EC. “There’s no
need for special protection and survey to
combat the Naxalites here,” he added.
Same was the Trinamul’s reaction, with
Mr Mukul Roy, party general secretary,
saying that the CPI-M had blown out of
proportion the Naxalite issue. “The CPI-
M is trying to make people scared but the
EC isn’t convinced. The EC has done the

right thing by excluding Bengal,” he said.
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11 Naxalites held

HT Correspondents
Kolkata/Asansol, March 3

ELEVEN NAXALITE ac-
tivists, allegedly lieutenants
of PW state committee sec-
retary Himadri Roy, were ar-
rested from a market place
in Pandaveswar, Burdwan,
on Wednesday afternoon.
The police arrested three
women and eight men, call-
ing themselves members of
‘Nari Mukti Samiti, from the
Pandaveswar market around
11 am. All of them were in
the age group of 15-28 and
seen sporting red pagrees.
The group was shouting sio-
gans in favour of the PW and
MCC and distributing leaf:
lets among residents. Pras-
anta Das, a resident of

Khairasole, led the group -

and they were found talking

THE HDUSTAM T™™ES

to each other in Bengah.

The leaflets, issued in the
name of the samiti’s Banku-
ra-Purulia-Midnapore dis-
trict committee, read: “Boy-
cott the elections which is a
machinery to cheat the dem-
ocratic rights of the com-
mon people.” The leaflet
contained provocative state-
ments against the police
and the CPI(M).

Senior police officers rush-
ed to Pandaveswar immedi-
ately after the arrests. A sub-
stantial amount of Naxalite
literature was seized from
their possession.

The group has been oper-
ating in the area for the past
one year. Four members of
the group are from Khaira-
sole in Birbhum and the rest
are residents of Rasikpur,
Nutandanga and Laodoha in

we > A\ 7

In Pandaveswar

Burdwan. Birbhum police of-
ficers have also reached the
spot to help in interrogation.
Burdwan SP KC Meena
said: “Preliminary investi-
gations revealed that Hi-
madri alias Soumen used to
come to Pandaveswar regu-
larly. We have not been able
to seize firearms but we sus-
pect that the group has sub-
stantial amount of firearms
stocked in its hideout.
CPI-ML and the CPI-M ac-
tivists had clashed in Pan-
daveswar after a Naxalite
state committee leader,
Ganesh Pal, was shot dead
here on January 8, 2002. As
fallout of the murder, two
teenaged brothers, Krishna
and Santa Singh, were
Iynched the same evening.
The town observed succes-
sive bandhs in the period.
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MIDNAPORE, Feb. 25. — In the biggest Naxa-

‘lite strike in West Bengal in recent times, suspec-
ted activists of the People’s War today triggered a
landmine blast killing seven security personnel,

including five Eastern Frontier Rifles (EFR) ja-
wans and two officers of the Belpahari police sta-
tion, in a dense forest at Daldali in Belpahari in
the state’s border with Jharkhand. The driver of
the hired trekker which the policemen were trav-
elling in was also killed in the blast.

.Of the five EFR jawans killed, four are from
Darjeeling. They are Moses Lepcha, Deepak
Tamang, Phub Tsering Bhutia and Uday Chettri.

Two mines — one directional detonator fixed
on a tree and the other on land — were planted
by suspected PW activists.

The impact of the explosion was so severe that
none of the bodies was found intact. The limbs of
some of the victims were thrown over 300 metres
away. Search for the remnants of the bodies is on.
The trekker was blown up in the blast which cre-
ated a huge crater at the spot.

After twin bids — one on 26 November last
year and another-as recently as 19 February in
Salboni forest in Midnapore West — PW activists
were successful in their mission at Daldali forest

today. The blast was believed to have been

caused by a remote control. SP Mr Praveen Ku-
mar accompanied by a large contingent of police-
men, rushed to the spot. Combing operation was
on in the forest to nab the culprits. District Mag-
istrate Mr MV Rao has left for the blast site.

TE STATEGMAL

Soon after the blast, PW cadres fired at the police
from inside the forest. However, a combat force fol-
lowing the trekker in a separate vehicle returned fire.

CEO for increased compensation: Following
today’s land mine blast at Belpahan, the office of
the chief electoral officer is considering
enhancing the death compensation amount for
government offidals on election duty. The
amoynt, which is doled out from the state exch-
equer; was Rs 2 lakh during the last Assembly

_elections. Saying this, the CEO Mr Basudeb

Banerjee ruled out the possibility of starting life
insurance schemes for such personnel. Pe
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Ministerial praise
jor People’s War

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

BURDWAN, Feb. 14. — The state
PWD minister, Mr Amar Chow-
dhury, created a sensation by prais-
ing the People’s War at the state con-
ference of UTUC, the worker’s front
of his Revolutionary Socialist Party
here today. RSP national leader Mr
Sunil Ranjan Sengupta too was pre-
sent when the minister called the
PW a force serving the interest of the
masses.

Mr Chowdhury was addressing
the conference at the Town Hall
here. He said: “There has always
been a Left movement beyond what
we know traditionally. We cannot
ignore it. The PW is leading such a
faction and is getting popular in
many states. They are also serving
the interest of the masses. We must

- recognise them and extend support
to them especially in states other
than West Bengal.”

The minister expounded on his
statement: “Their conception and
perception are very transparent.”

THE STATESMAN
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He made the statement in the same
Town Hall where Benoy Chow-
dhury, former state land reforms
minister and CPI-M politburo mem-
ber, had lashed out at the LF gov-
ernment in 1994, calling it a coterie
of contractors. His party had gradu-
ally removed him from the ministry.

Mr Amar Chowdhury’s open praise
of the PW, which the state govern-
ment has labelled as an outfit leading
militant activities in West Bengal,
has created sensation within his
party. His party colleagues, however,
reserved their reactions to his com-
ment. But the PWD minister said,
“We have a people’s government
here. The masses don’t have griev-
ances of a magnitude which need PW
support. As a result they are not get-
ting total mass support here. They
must extend their movement to those
states beyond Bengal where they are
yet to confront the landlords exploit-
ing the innocent.” The state, inciden-
tally, has stepped up police activities
to curb the PW-MCC menace in
South Bengal.
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~Naxalites run riot in Koraput

Stawsman News Sewa'>Q Q

KORAPUT, Feb. 6. — Naxalites
of the Peoples’ War Group virtu-

ally took over Koraput town

from 9.30 p.m. today. The mili-
tants ran over two police sta-
tions, an armoury, the treasury,
and attacked the Koraput jail
~and the 3rd Battalion of Orissa
State Armed Police.

One constable was killed, two

crltlcg)lly hurt and ayp unspecified
number of arms ahd ammuni-
tion looted. The DGP, Mr NC
Padhi, confirmed thq attack.
Reports said the strikes were
conducted simultaneously by at
least 100 Naxalites who suddenly
appeared in Koraput town in
three vehicles. The entire police
force, including the 3rd Batta-

lion of OSAP, were caughit nap-

ping. At some places like the
treasury, armoury and two police

THE STATESMAN 7 FEB M

stations, those present had
allegedly been overpowered.
It is being alleged that the

police force, at least to some

_extent, had been diverted for

arrangements and security of the
chief minister who is to visit the
bordering Kalahandi district
tomorrow. The entire town was
deserted as people fled for safety.

Sources said it could be the
biggest Naxalite operation in the
country in recent times.
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