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{r\/\ SP manifesto
SIW00S minm‘gtéies‘

Ne

LUCKNOW, April 9. — The Samajwadi Party
today released its 16-page manifesto here
which is specially wooing the minorities and
promises 10 per cent reservation in govern-
ment jobs for Muslims and the poor upper
caste Hindus. It also promises to play an im-
portant role for a government of “third force”
after the elections. '

. Party chief Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav and
party general secretary Mr Amar Singh re-
leased the manifesto. The manifesto, however,
had no mention of the “foreign origin” contro-
versy and also that of Ram mandir. It declares
that it wouldn’t interfere with the Muslim per-
sonal law. It has alleged that the BJP in the
past had been attacking the minorities and
took over the government in Gujarat “playing
a-naked game of communalism”.

The SP was against abolishing Article 370 of
the Constitution and also Article 356 which
provides for Emergency powers, “Those who
were advocating removal of Article 356 should
realise that anti-national forces still exist in the
country,” the party said. The manifesto points
out that though other parties were against com-

_munal forces, the SP was the only one fighting a
“decisive battle against them in the real sense”.



/m Rational choice %" \
RSP Stands To Gain Little From Alliances

OMMON sense might suggest that the BSP’s decision

to go it alone for the Lok Sabha polls is an example of
sheer cussedness and can benefit only the BJP in Uttar
Pradesh. Closer examination will show, however, thatitisa
perfectly rational decision from the BSP’s standpoint. The
party has once before had an alliance with the Congress for
the state assembly elections. What it leamnt from that expe-
rience was that while the tie-up worked to the advantage of
the Congress, the BSP itself gained very little. The reason:
while the BSP has the ability to convince its supporters to
vote for the Congress, the latter’s support base is not easily
transferable to the BSP. Under the circumstances, therefore,
a tie-up with the Congress would have made sense for the
BSP only if it had been able to wrest some concessions in
other states like Punjab, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh and
Delhi. Clearly, what was on offer in these states was judged
inadequate by Mayawati.

With the Samajwadi Party also ruling out any possibility
of a pre-poll pact with the Congress, UP is clearly set for a
quadrangular contest. Once again, it is not necessarily true
that the BJP will be the biggest gainer in a four-comered
contest. A Congress-BSP alliance, for instance, may have
been a bigger threat to the SP given the potential such a for-
mation would have had of eating into the SP’s support base
among the Muslims in particular. More than the BJP, there-
fore, the SP might be heaving a sigh of relief at the way
things have turned out. In a quadrangular contest, the SP
can also consider itself best placed vis-a-vis the situation in
the last Lok Sabha elections. Unlike the last time, when it
had no meaningful allies, the SP now has Ajit Singh’s
Rashtriya Lok Dal as a useful partner in western UP. The
BJP is making much of the fact that Kalyan Singh has re-
joined the party, but he was very much in the party in 1999
as well. Of course, the situation on the ground may have
changed considerably in these last five years, but on the
whole it seems to have changed in favour of the SP and the
BSPrather than the BJP.

"he Economic Timey 20 MR 2004
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P HAS TACIT UNDERSTANDING WITH BJP’

o Mayawati rules out{rv
\ . i O Y
alliance with Congress

By J.P. Shukla

LUCKNOW, MARCH 13. The Bahu-
jan Samaj Party leader, May-
awati, today once again ruled
out the possibility of an electo:
ral alliance with the Congress
and declared that her party
would go it alone in the Lok
Sabha elections.

Addressing party workers at a
rally at the Ambedkar Maidan
here, she castigated the Con-
gress and the Bharatiya Janata
Party for “working against the
interests of the Bahujan Samaj”.
Only if a BSP Government came
to power at the Centre “Bahu-
jan” interests could be served
and the party cadre should
make all efforts for this, Ms.
Mayawati said.

Taking exception to the Con-
gress’ support to the Samajwadi
Party Government in Uttar Pra-
desh, she said the Congress was
trying to “sail in two boats.” On
the one hand, it wanted an alli-
ance with the BSP and, on the
other, it was supporting the Sa-
majwadi Party Government
which kept reversing the deci-
sions taken by her erstwhile
Government. Ms. Mayawati al-
leged that during its long rule
the Congress did nothing for the
social and economic uplift of
the weaker sections. Whenever
there was a situation favourable
for the BSP to come to power,
the Congress did not support it.
It was because of its “blamewor-
thy policies” that the Congress

could not prevent the growth of
communal forces. She said that
the Samajwadi Party had a “tacit
understanding” with the BJP.
The Congress was supporting
the U.P. Government led by the
Samajwadi Party, which, she
claimed, was likely to join the
National Democratic Alliance
after the elections.

The BJP-led Government at
the Centre was trying to “tarnish
her party’s image with the help
of the Central Bureau of Investi-
gation.” The CBI had failed to
collect any evidence against her
in the Taj Heritage Corridor
case during the past four
months and was yet to file a

No tie-up with
Congress: SP

LUCKNOW, MARCH 13. The Samaj-
wadi Party today closed its
doors to the Congress for any
tie-up in the Lok Sabha polls.
Hours after the BSP presi-
dent, Mayawati, ruled out alli-
ance with the Congress, the
Samajwadi Party general sec-
retary, Amar Singh, said the se-
nior Congress leader, Arjun
Singh’s statement yesterday
hinting that the party might
review its support to the Mu-
layam Singh Government in
Uttar Pradesh has closed the
door for a poll pact between
the two parties. “Arjun Singh’s
statement has left no room for
any tie-up,” he said. — PTI

chargesheet. But she could not
be threatened and was ready to
spend her life in jail like the
South African leader, Nelson
Mandela. The Taj case would al-
so end up like the Float Pump
case and she would emerge
blameless, she said. She had to
seek the BJP’s support in the
past for forming the Govern-
ment only because the Samaj-
wadi Party and the Congress
refused to back a BSP-led Gov-
ernment. Last time when she
was the Chief Minister, the BJP
tried to split her party and this
led to her resignation.

Denying the charge that she
had supported the BJP during
the Gujarat riots, Ms. Mayawati
said she had demanded an im-
partial probe into the riots. If
the allegations against her were
found to be correct, she would
“quit politics forever.”

She cautioned .her party
workers not to be misled by the
Opposition propaganda that
once the Taj Heritage case was
withdrawn, she would join
hands with the BJP. Even when
she formed a Government with
BJP support she had never com-
promised on her policies and
programmes, she said.

Ridiculing the BJP’s “feel
good factor” slogan, she said the
Bahujan Samaj felt good only
during the past tenures of her
governments in U.P. A similar
situation could arise if a BSP
Government came to power at
the Centre.
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‘Mayavati magic sours Sonia spell

N
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Doting daughter

remembers

KAY BENEDICT

New Delhi, Feb. 2: Mayavati
today waved the magic wand
that makes her the most
unpredictable politician in
India, transforming the turn-
around mood in the Congress
and the poll calculations of
most key players.

Dubbing herself Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s “second daughter”
and seizing on the Prime Minis-
ter’s play on the word “maya”,

the Bahujan Samaj Party chief
today hinted at the possibility of
again doing business with the
BJP which she was bent on def-
eating a few months ago.

The loaded words came at a
news conference Mayavati had
called to dismiss reports that she
had forged an alliance with
Sonia Gandhi at a dinner meet-

~ ing two days ago.

“My meeting with Sonia
Gandhi was routine. But news-
papers have come up with specu-
lative stories. This is not right,”
che BSP leader said.

Asked if there was any cha-
nce of her party softening its
stand regarding the BJP, the for-
mer Uttar Pradesh chief minis-
ter said: “If the Prime Minister
realises in front of the people of
the country that (a) step-mothe-
rly attitude was adopted towards
me, then I will consider.”

Mayavati’s sudden love for
the Prime Minister comes in the
wake of the government’s advice
to the Central Bureau of Investi-

Atal

gation to go slow in seeking her
arrest in the Taj corridor case
and Vajpayee's comments, thou-
gh satirical, in Ranchi yesterday.

“Maya is with Sonia Gandhi
but we are spreading the web of
prosperity,” Vajpayee had said,
taking a swipe at the Congress
chief for her accusation that his
government was spreading a
“maya jaal” (illusion).

For the record, Mayavati said
she would decide on alliances
only after the announcement of
poll dates and her party will
fight “communal forces”.

But she dropped enough
hints to spoil the Congress’ mo-
od and keep everyone guessing:
B Vajpayee has an adopted
daughter. I am grateful to him for
suddenly remembering his sec-
ond daughter.

M This is a good thing. I thank
him for it. This was because the-
re was step-motherly treatment
towards the second daughter for
the last few months.

W The BJP is a communal party.
We tied up with the BJP thrice
on issues but never on ideclogy.
B I have come to know from reli-
able sources that another reason
for advancing the polls was that
the BJP had consulted astro-
logers who predicted that the
party had a favourable period till
April. (But) The country cannot
progress on decisions based on
superstitions.

| It is not necessary (for her
party) to enter into alliances for
strengthening secular forces.
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LOSER AND

GAINERS

The c.oommﬁ loser, if Mayavati sticks to
her guns. Sonia Gandhi now stares at
the daunting prospect of going it alone
in Uttar Pradesh, which sends the
largest number of MPs to the Lok
Sabha. Other prospective allies like Ajit
Singh will also balk at a pact now

'

s gain. A

oo:oamm _omm :mm 8 am w.__u
Mayavati-Congress alliance would have
made a difference in several seats and
prevented a split in the minority vote,
making the BJP's position tenuous

Mayavati's immediate gain is expected
to be a breather in the Taj Corridor
scam case, which is now being probed
by the CBI. Mayavati can keep her post-
poll aptions open and bargain hard

Mulayam mso: <mam< can camz‘m easy
now. The minority vote — Mulayam
Singh's biggest asset — could have
shifted to a Mayavati-Congress alliance
after innuendoes of a tacit deal between
the BJP and the Samajwadi

The let-down in public could
not have come at a worse time
for the Congress, which was get-
ting its act together with Sonia
going out of her way to court
prospective allies.

A breakthrough with Maya-
vati would have helped the Con-
gress president better manage
other alliances, which are now
entering the bare-knuckle bar-

gaining phase after the initial
euphoria. (See Page 6)

If the BSP does contest the
elections on its own, it would
suit the BJP as well as Mulayam
Singh Yadav’s Samajwadi Party.
The BJP realises that a Sonia-
Mayavati alliance in Uttar Pra-
desh could see a revival of the
Congress in the heartland and
cloud its chances of retaining

Mayavati at the news conference in New Delhi on Monday. (PTI)

power at the Centre, while the
Samajwadi is wary of a shift of
Muslim votes away from it.

Mayavati also dismissed rep-
orts that the BSP had put a condi-
tion that the Congress should
withdraw support to the Mul-
ayam Singh government in Uttar
Pradesh.

Asked whether she was “dil-
uting” her party’s stand because

of the Taj corridor case, she said
there was no pressure from eit-
her the Congress or the BJP.

“Whoever wants to do any-
thing, can do. I have not done
anything wrong. Ours is a nat-
ional party and it will not act on
anyone’s dictates. I will not see
personal interests but interests
of the bahujan samaj,” added
the BSP leader.
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with BSP

or SP:

HT Correspondent & PTI
Bangalore/Nagpur, January 18

BJP PRESIDENT Venkaiah Nai-
du said on Sunday that the party
would contest the coming Lok
Sabha polls in Uttar Pradesh on
its own “as of now” and did not
see any possibility of a tieup
with the Samajwadi Party or the
Bahujan Samaj Party. But the
BJP seemed to keep open the op-
tion for a tieup with the
AIADMK, a day after Chief Min-
ister J. Jayalalithaa hinted at her
party’s willingness for the same.

Talking to reporters after
the BJP Karnataka unit’s state
council meeting in Bangalore,
Naidu said, “I do not see any pos-
sibility of the BJP and SP com-
ing together. We will contest on
our own in Uttar Pradesh. That
is the situation as of now.”

Asked about moves to bring
former Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Kalyan Singh back into
the BJP fold, Naidu dismissed
the query, saying, “We do not dis-

. cuss individuals.”
“*  On an alliance. -with the
“Mayawati-led BSP, he said she
was not with the BJP. On the
speculation about an alliance be-
tween the BJP and ATADMK,
Naidu said there had been no
discussion so far on the issue. “1
am neither proposing nor oppos-
ing (the alliance),” he said.

Asked if the doors were still
open for the Sharad Pawar-led
NCP to join the NDA, he said,
“Whoever accepts Vajpayee’s
leadership is welcome.”

He said the BJP was keeping
an open mind on alliances, but
they would be forged only with
those parties which were willing
to accept Vajpayee’s leadership

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

BJP

Sangma meets PM

AMID THE tussle with
Sharad Pawar over align-
ing with the Congress, NCP
leader PA. Sangma met
Atal Bihari Vajpayee on
Sunday night and dis-
cussed the possibilitiesof a
tie-up between his newly-
floated North-east People’s
Forum and the ruling NDA
for the Lok Sabha polls.
PTI, New Delhi

and his capacity to lead the na-
tion. He said the BJP would firm
up alliances once the notification
for the polls is issued. “Till such
time, everything is open,” he said.

Naidu added that the Lok Sab-
ha elections would be fought on
national, and not on state issues
and “it will be Vajpayee versus
question mark”.

In Nagpur, BJP general secre-
tary Pramod Mahajan also re-
jected the possibility of electoral
alliances with the SP and the
BSP. “There is no possibility of
an alliance either with Mulayam
or Mayawati,” he said.

® LS polls date only after revision
of rolls, Page 4
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