Lalu rejept§
NDA demand
to step /Ldm{vn

[ ]
Patna: Railway mjhister
Lalu PrasadQ p<
on Wednes- /
day rejected .33
the NDA de- /!
mand for his \f=
resignation
from the Union cabinet in |
the wake of registration
of an FIR against him on |
the charge of violating |
the Election Commis- |
sion’s model code of con- |
duct by distributing mon- |
ey to some Dalit women. |
“Why should resign? 1 :
have not committed any |
crime,” Lalu told reporters
while on his way to attend :
his party’s national execu-
tive meeting here.
Reiterating that he had !
given a hundred or two
hundred rupees to Dalit
women when they stopped
his vehicle at Bihta and
demanded sweets for his
elevation as the railway
minister, he said he had |
not in any way violated |
the model code of conduct. |
The opposition had
stalled the proceedings of '
the two Houses of parlia-
ment demanding resigna- -
tion of the railway minis- :
ter on moral grounds in |
the wake of the FIR charg-
ing him with bribing vot-
ers by distributing cash.
Calling the NDAs
charge as “biased and po-
litically-motivated”, Lalu
reminded former PM A B
Vajpayee of the stampede
that claimed several lives
during the distribution of
sarees at BJP leader Lalji
Tandon’s house in Luc-
know during the last LS
polls. pm L
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Friends in need
\%\ - L
I\_I_QA unites in defe t;lvictory stitll distant

Given General Election 2004, the Maharashtra verdict,
Venkaiah Naidu and Uma Bharati — to give an incom-
plete list of the BJP’s trouble spots — Tuesday’s NDA
meeting was a happy event. No soul-stirring new slogan
was discovered by the erstwhile ruling alliance, no
gargantuan government goof-up was handy to delight over
and no new ally signed up at the meeting. But NDA allies’
discomfiture over the situation in Ayodhya seemed to have
been addressed, to the extent that the issue will find a
definite place on the coalition, and not just the BJP,
agenda now.

The significance of this goes well beyond taking note of
BJP concerns. It is a fairly impressive demonstration of an
alliance that is pledging to keep going despite the current
political adversities that it is confronted with. That mess-
age of unity was helped in a large way by the BJP telling
the smaller partners of the alliance that it was not about to
be hijacked by the so-called hardliners. The Viswa Hindu
Parishad obliged by trashing the NDA resolution almost
immediately. Plus, the Opposition alliance did a clever
thing by asking the ruling UPA to put Ayodhya on the
policy map.

The NDA, when it was in power, did nothing much
about Ayodhya &ither and serious efforts; led by Atal
Behari Vajpayee and LK Advani, were only in the fourth
year of its term. To that extent, the UPA can hardly be
blamed for not having done anything during the six months
that it has been in power. But in politics, most people don’t
remember these facts and it is equally possible to tailor
the truth and ask the most difficult questions. The diffi-
culty over Ayodhya is that its current aggressive electoral
financing of the Muslim vote-bank pretty seals off options
for negotiations.

Ayodhya is at that stage of a political conundrum where
creative give-and-take from all parties is a must. Vajpayee
had this special quality of coming across as a dealmaker
concerned with both Hindu and Muslim interests. The
Congress will find it tough to ask Muslim leaders to
compromise.

It will be a little apprehensive about the Hindu reaction
to Muslim recommendations. And it has no one of the
stature and standing of Atal Behari Vajpayee to keep
antagonists talking. The periodic effective jibes on
Ayodhya from the NDA may, therefore, hit home. |
However, that, as the BJP knows well, is not enough to win
elections. Politics seems all local and the BJP’s local
politics is currently in shambles. Uma Bharati was given
charge of Bihar but left for the Himalayas, and no taker for
the job.

The BIP, in fact, seems prepared to pay second fiddle to
a Janata Dal (United)-Paswan alliance if the former NDA
leader can be persuaded to break with the United
Progressive Alliance government. The BJP badly needs a
victory. The NDA badly needs a victory. But on current
prospects, the wait may be longer than it takes to solve
Ayodhya.

18 NOV 2004 THE STATESMAN
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" NEW DELHI 14 NOVEMBER

Our Political Bureau

forthcoming winter session of Parlia-

ment, NDA has convened a meeting of its
constituents on Monday. The meeting will be
the first to be held after LK. Advani’s
takeover as the new BJP chief.

The meeting was convened at the behest of
some of BJP's allies which feared that the saf-
fron party, under the stewardship of Mr Ad-
vani, the original Hindutva mascot, would try
toreverttoits hardline stance onits core ideo-
logical issues such as Ayodhya, abrogation of
Article 370 and uniform civil code.

Mr Advani’s acceptance speech during his
party’s national council meeting last month
was interpreted by some as an indication that
BJPwas set to re-embrace hardline Hindutva.
The JD(U) national executive meeting held at
Ranchilast month, in fact, saw a section of the
party using this to make a strong pitch for sev-
ering ties with the BJP.

As the confusion between the two sides

IN an attempt to finalise its strategy for the

15 NOV 2004

NDA constituents

ADVANI: HARD TIMES

persisted, JD(U) president George Fernandes
met Mr Advani and former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee to sort things out. It was
explained to him that the stand taken by Mr
Advani during the national council meeting
was the same as that of NDA, and that there
had beenno change in it.

Mr Advani, who was in Amritsar on Sun-
day, himself ruled out the existence of any dif-
ference between BJP and its allies on Ayod-
hya. “No doubt, some misconceptions over

The Economiec Tinie:

0 meet today

the issue h%'fo/un: their way in the media,

but, in reality, there are no differences,” he
said, adding, “If anything exists, it should fig-
ure in the meeting of NDA to be held tomor-
row {on Monday).”

“Moreover, the BJP has its own ideology.
Just as BJP does not have any right to dictate
the policies and programmes of its allies, our
partners also recognise this and agree that
they have no business interfering in our mat-
ters,” BJP parliamentary party spokesman
V.K. Malhotra said here on Sunday. More-
over, he added, NDA is not in power today.
“Qur partnership with our allies is limited to
floor coordination in the two Houses of Par-
liament,” Mr Malhotra said.

The meeting, according to him, is likely to
finalise NDA's stand on the whole range of is-
sues, including Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh’sannouncement to reduce the number
of troops in Jammu and Kashmir, the situa-
tion in the North East, inflation, Saturday’s
stampede at the New Delhi railway station
which left five people dead, and possibly, the
Kanchi Shankaracharya’s arrest.
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HE bang came just two days before Diwali. Not
that the fireworks weren't altogether unexpect- “ E A D

ed. Given the simmering discontent and slang-
ing matches between party leaders, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) should have seen it
coming. Yet, when it came, it somehow brought about
an ugly, uncharacteristic face of the party — a sort of
pointer that all's not well, evenina cadre-based party.
Firebrand Uma Bharti met her fate in the discipli-
nary action (read suspension) which party presi-
dent L K Advani took in full public view. In fact, a
rude shock in the Lok Sabha polls and the subse-
quent electoral reversal in Maharashtra had
united the BJP in reposing faith in Advani as
the party president. But soon after taking the
command, he encountered a fragmented, de-
moralised and impulsive lot of second rung lenges head on? With elections in Haryana, Bihar and Jhark-
leaders. hand slated in just four months from now, and going by the
For the new BJP president, the storydoesn’t  party’s performance in those states in the last Lok Sabha polls,
end here. Rather, it's where it begins. Apart it may tum out to be a tough battle for Advani and his men
from keeping the house in order, Advaniisex- there. In fact, in Haryana, the party secured just the Sonepat
pected to weave a new theme for the party seat, leaving the Congress to win the other nine seats. Sirnilar-
which will be needed to en-  ly, it won only five and one seats in Bihar and Jharkhand, re-
thuseits cadreseven  spectively, during the Lok Sabha elections.

Given the poor past record, it’s indeed interesting to find out
whether Advani holds the chances to reverse the anti-NDA
wave in all these election-going states? It’s a tough job ahead
because if the BJP is unable to break ice here, it has to wait for

another two years, as it has virtually norole to play in elections
inKerala and West Bengal in 2006.

Says party leader Ravi Shankar Prasad: “It would be pre-
posterous to say that we won't do well in Bihar, Jharkhand
and Haryana. Mr Advani is one person who knows the organ-

isation’s problems and assets in and out. He has the first hand
knowledge about the BJP cadres down to the grassrootslevel.

That will make a huge difference now.”
Other senior party leaders echo Prasad’s views. Advani’s
taking over as the party president will make a big difference
tothe prospects of the party, they say. But analysts feel that
Advani’s current innings is unlikely be hit the same way
itdid inlate 1980s and early 1990s. Says political analyst
Naveen Surapaneni: "Advani must get a theme to mo-
tivate its cadres. Already, the house is in complete dis-
array. If he experiments with Ayodhya once more, it
may not work in the present context, as it has
reached the state of a diminishing return. He has to
evolve something more to take the NDA allies to-

gether.”

Senior party leader Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
admits that expectations are very high
from the new president, and that's where
his problems lie. “The main problem that
Advaniji faces today lies on huge expecta-
tions that the party workers have from
him. Yes, there were some problems of
infighting, but that have been got over. In
fact, our focus will remain the same—
highlighting of the UPA government’s
failures, unemployment, laxity in na-

tional security, etc.”

The firm action against Uma Bharti
is seen as a signal to alert other BJP
leaders that the axe may fall on undis-
dplined party activists. In fact, even be-
fore the televised drama took place on

Wednesday, several BJP leaders
wanted Bharti out of Delhi, if not out
of the party. “There is infighting in
the party because of Uma Bharti
alone. And it's all because of her
attitude. Over the years, she had
bitter fights with Sunderlal Pat-
wa, Kushabhao Thackrey,
Murli Monohar Joshi, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and of late
with Venkaiah Naidu and L
K Advani. In fact, the entire
party is one side and she is
alone on the other side,”
said a BJP leader a day be-
fore the event.
In fact, it is felt that
Bharti’s ouster may con-
solidate Advani and

The new BJP
president has a task cut
out for him — keep the house
in order and weave a unique
theme which can keep the
cadres enthused. But

will he be able to
deliver? Shantanu
Nandan Sharma

) VenkaiahNaidu
Considered a key organisational man.
No one can write him off at this point
in time. He will remain atca:tlyet in pa%yis :

‘éi%’ki’s‘i‘s‘lﬁ"éi‘f"efﬁ”’ iy Advani's hardline approach may lead to

a divide between the partners

* Ravi Shankar Prasad and several important leaders from Bihar

help restrain the growing indiscipline and infighting in the
party. Butin the process, ‘ has lost a firebrand soldier, supposed
tobe used for Bihar and Jharkhand polls. In fact, Advani’s big-
ger challenge is to earmark the responsibilities to each of his
lieutenants. While Pramod Mahajan’s role hasnot been clear-
ly defined as yet, Arun Jaitley along with Shahnawaz Hussain,

will concentrate on BJP's gameplan to wrest the state from
Lalu Prasad’s hands.

“Lalu will face a double anti-incumbency. One is his misrule
in Bihar and the second is his activities as a railway minister. In
the next round of polls in three states, the ad hocapproach to
the national security will also be highlighted,” says Prasad.

But this poses another question. Will Advani’s strong Hin-

dutva image consolidate the Muslim voters against the BJIP. In
Bihar, for instance, 18 per cent voters are Muslims and their
turnoutis relatively higher than the rest. Says Hussain, “There
is a misconception that Advaniji is anti-Muslim. It's not true.
Look at his performance as the home minister of the country.
Muslims were more than happy with him. Being a Muslim
leader, my role will be to tell people the truth about Advaniji.”
1t’s for sure that the BJP has to break the Muslim voteshare, if
not wooing them inbulk, if they wish to
register victories in Bihar and
Jharkhand.

Prasad  believes
that the problems
of the UPA will
give  the
much -
needed
fuel
for

AYODHYA

Advan hinted at it. Ayndhya

may boost the marale ot the BIP

cadres in the states going to the polis like
Bihar and Jharkhand. But it's likely to damage
Iits equation with allies. Some, however may

desert the BSP on this ground

PROGNOSIS: Advani may not g all along with the

Ram tempie, but use it selectively WH I c H
WAY TO
GO?

INDIA SHINING
Despite electoral reversal in the Lok
Sabha, the BJP may continue with its devel-
opmental plank. Achievements of the .

Vajpayee government such as highway proj

ects, econamic growth, etc, witl be phlight
ed with atag of their negative momentum
under the new government.
PROGNOSIS: Advani may use these, but
unlikely to form the core campaign

ANTI-INCUMBENCY
The BJP is waiting to exploit non-
performance of the UPA government. It wants to the UPA's tall
promises on employment and rural development to crumible. ft's
also waiting for any governmental scandal to surface.
PROGNOSIS: The party may go aggressive on an anli
Congress drive once it gathers engugh matental on von
performance

NEW AREAS
The party may go for issues targeting the youth. The

agenda ts not simply to woo young voters, but to

make a serous effort to increase its youth

cadres

PROGNOSIS: Advant's game for it wWill

bring vut sssues to enthuse the
young and spiited

the NDA to
jump into the
next electoral
battles in those
three states. “Inherent
contradictions of the UPA
will give enough space for Advaniji
to lead the party better. Also, Advaniji has a phe- :
nomenal ability to create issues for our party. And he has done
itbefore,” he explains.

The vital question now s, of course, striking the right issue
which can be experimented with successfully. Surapaneni
feels that Advani may resort to a long-term policy rather than
concentratingjust on the coming elections. “In the coming se-
ties of Assembly polls, the BJP doesn’t have much of a chance.
Even Advani knows it well. So his policy may be to strength-
en the organisation better and achieve long-term gains. In this
process, Advani may test issues and experiment with leaders.
You never know who comes up during this bad phase of the
party? It’s like coming up of Irfan Pathan at a time when the
Indian cricket team is going really low,” he says.

But Advani can't afford to surrender so easily in the coming
state elections. Party insiders believe that in his two-pronged
strategy, he may have a team to focus on the coming polls
alone. But simultaneously, he may engage othersto achieveits
long-term objectives and indoctrinate more youths to the BJP
ideology.

¥ hajan ’ HE BJP'S mega successful regime ~ course. The
PromodMabaps ' I atthe Centre%s notold. Noris Atal  prospect that the
After routin Ma ash & l']e maytake Bihari Vajpayee and his team’s saffron  party
the backseat for a brief period. YEt- s formula which worked wellin manag- - may Edopl a
Advani understands his re[evancg inthe ing a coalition of parties with disparate hardCh ﬁe _ap_-
rty and its future growth. He will con- ideologies. pm% %S“é
tinue to hold important positions and However, the salme sxlllccess storyglis Sﬁ: ;;131;;
shag roubling the party and its
e b bl ggvvz ;ﬁgggr;tLK Ad:glani. Kdem, who bells for the
gave a new definition to the anti-Con- JD(U). The :
Arun ’amey - < gress parties with his Ram movement JD(U) went ’
He will primarily concentrate on Bihar 15 years back, has probably discovered  as far ast }tlo '1
polls, scheduled in Februarg_—March that the old tricks may not work in the ilssszs(si 2 te_
. [fthe BIP-J0(U) combine post-NDA circurnstarices. . issue,
zggcsegds in dislodz(;in)g Lalu’s monopo- In fact, as soon as Advani talked mgrt u;o rt&l;
fistic regime in the state Jaitley will get about his resolve to build the Ram tem- pah Yh rum
i i : ple soon after he took over as.the party whethe
amajor redt president, several allies, including should. con-
oo JD(U) and the TDP reacted sharply and tinue 1t'sh a}l}-
Mllkht&l‘ Abbis Naqvi' even threatened to walk out of the %a}r;)ce with the
A vice-president antthe Myshim face of F?)r Chandrababu Naidu, it will be a “There

the party, Nagvi will beinvolved more in
co-ordinating with state units and imple-
menting programmes. His services will

be use

to stop consofidation of the

Muslim voters against the BIP

 sushma Swaraj
She has a proven track record of good

administration and articulates the par-
tyideology well. She may be usedasa
party on critical
issties, After Uma Bharti's exit, she will

mouthpiece of the

should be ideo-
logical clarity on
the part of the BJP.
we will get to know

‘a,y preferto
ik out of the NDA if

difficult choice if the BJP goes ahead
with a strong Hindutva line. Already,
the party has realised that it has eroded

its base among the minorities because of _ get 10} e . ‘the .
iis closeness v%ith the BJP. Says Naveen  their official views qth P‘GISSUE Cgmes tD " skl
Surapaneni: “From the time of TDPs the NDA meetmgvyhlg orea enda Ofthe BIR Dot
rout in the Assembly polls, many of its will l?e convened in exévh . T spokcspersn
workers had a feeling thas the BJP letit Delhion November lécl]. he - . | o con
down on several grounds. Also, they are JI_)(U) w;l}l1 e[a}lgcjepa;zzly :fctlzlrotr}ll N A(Blﬁ) . .‘ i
now feeling that BJP's plan to advance gse sﬁ\g; e B o verme Ni- Bﬂ ]a 5 Dal (BJ{)) chief g o

the polls created problems in TDP’s

arithmetic.” ) o
Even in Bihar, the situation is not too

well for the NDA. In particular, the

Ko nen Datasil ke o d not its leadership.

~ NaveenPatnaikwon'tlke  heid D Janan cadership
‘ . : - fin r . p change is their In

. the Bip makmgthE' . .k ﬁnd ItSE“'mQre ﬂeaftﬁ ' temalr;aatfer, it changes nothing for
e e Aonedir ‘ o us so far as our refationship with the BJP

tish Kumar. ) _
Kumar has been publicly saying that
Paswan should come forward and lead

be the most prominent woman face

the “grand alliance” of the BJP-JD(U)- b e -

ta Dal-United is getting somewhat J . '
i N ig?t?vz andiseven thrgeateningto severe LJP {(0 troltlmce Lal}tlhlzﬁix/}gx(l IIJS) {)ej[d}?eti(; %v;;en , rtl}ée he ’ S h)ilp , Cg%ecrg;(}Naveen S

th Singh its political ties wi i m- workinalliance wi ' ) v would con. . n'tlik
Rainath o Aty o Thohet notprepared iohave 1Ay uck with the - Akghe tinue despite the strange the BJP making the Ram Mandir a big

ing Assembly elections. Though the BJP
is none too pleased over the newly-
adopted stance of the JD(U), the'saffron
party still wants the alliance going for-
ward for the Assembly elections.
Interestingly, the JD(U) is keen tobe-
friend the LJP of Ram Vilas Paswan
who, too, is not averse to such a propo-
sition. But Paswan'’s problem is the BJP
which, he insists, should be kept out of
any alliance between the JD (Uyand LIP
Clearly, the problem with the Bihar
NDA started after it lost out to the
Rashtriya Janata Dal in the Lok Sabha
elections in the state. The trouble seems
to have exacerbated as the JD{U) has
become wary that the BJP may revert
back to a more aggressive Hindutva

Advani recognises his talent, and but the
problem is howto accommodate himin
the party's organisational set-up. Singh

wanis to move to Uttar Pradesh politics,
but senior state feaders do not want his

intervention

BJP. That the two Jeaders recently met
atan Iftar party have raised the prospect
of an alliance. But what will be the con-
tours and configuration of such an al-
Jiance—itit really works out—may well
be a subject of speculation. Tt could be
that the JD{U) may have separate al-
liances with the BJP and the LJP. But the
question is—will such an alliance work
at the ground level? o
In Punjab, the BJP's relationship with
the Akalis has never had a very strong
ideological reasoning. It'sa relationship
that has taken into account political
mathematics, more than anything else.
The change in the top BJP leadership is
expected to have 1o impact on the ties

s Ananth Kumar
He will be Advani's man for the south-
ern region, He is likely to play a bigger
role in expanding the party base and

ropagating the party sdeolo_i;y inthe
Eey southern states like Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh

The only impact itis expected to have
is that the Akali president, former Pun-
jab chief minister Prakash Singh Badal,
has had a very personal rapport with
Vajpayee. However, Badal is known to
be an astute relationship builder in the
saffron ranks and would surely lose no
time in strengthening bridges with Ad-
vani too.

The leadership change would cer-
tainly add to the staturc of Akali leader
Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa, the former
Union minister who knows his way
through the corridors of power in Delh}
perhaps better than any other Akali
leader. Irrespective of the leadership
change in BJE the Akali-BJP relation-

phenomenon of having no ideological-
ly common ground but having electoral
convergence as lts top agenda.
The Akalis hold sway over the rural
hinterland while the BJP pulls in the
vote from the densely populated urban
city centres. Both need eacb other for
nothing less than sheer survival. In thve
1996 Lok Sabha elections, the Akalis
had allied with the Kanshi Ram-led
BSP, which was again an ideologically
divergent, vet electorally convergent,
alliance. It was an alliance of the land-
less and the landlord proving again Fhat
politics in Punjab has rarely had an ide-
ological component to alliances. Says

issue. For him, however, the priority 1s
to solve his domestic problerns.

BJP leader Ravi Shankar Prasad,
however, feels that Advani has not said
anything different on the Ram temple
issue which is different from the NDA
line. “What's new that Advani has said
on the Ram temple? In the NDA agen-
da, it was dearly mentioned that the
Ram temple issue should be sorted out
either by court settlement or through a
dialogue. We favour dialogue as a
healthy solution,” says Prasad.

AsHOK K MISHRA IN PATNA,

JyoTi KAMAL IN CHANDIGARH AND

SNS IN NEw DELHI
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/\ Hard dptions

r\j’a\ Trinamul must reinvent itself

he fact that there are signs of a rift in the Trinamul

leadership and the air is thick with rumours of an
exodus to the Congress is ominous for a party that is still
considered the main opposition in West Bengal. Successive
elections have brought despair and demoralisation to a
point where Mamata Banerjee must make some har
choices.
~ Every time a leader — as in the case of Nitish Sengupt
the Trinamul candidate who lost in Contai in the la
parliamentary election — quits the party, she declares wi
confidence that her party’s base remains intact. Now tl
three assembly by-elections in Kolkata have confirm
that Trinamul is on slippery ground even in the city th
was considered its stronghold and where it formed t
municipal board. The assembly by-clection has confirm
the trend witnessed during the parliamentary electi
where the Left won three seats as well as Dum D
leaving Mamata as the sole Trinamul representative frc
the state.

The exodus was only to be expected. What is worse is t
demoralisation in the ranks that is made worse
infighting in which some leaders have expressed th
resentment quite openly. While Trinamul spokesm
blame the defeats on rigging, some Trinamul leaders ha
a different story to tell.

It does no good to keep harping on rigging every tit
the results are announced. That the CPI-M has ma
shameless use of the administrative machinery a:
exploited other means of ensuring victory is well know
There is evidence of an anti-incumbency wave that
hardly reflected in the results. The question is wheth
Trinamul can present the organisational structure that t
situation demands.

This is an old drawback made worse by Mama
Banerjee’s style of functioning. It does not help to wo
with dissenting leaders or to put up candidates of dubio
merit who do not enjoy the confidence of the rank and fi.
Without overcoming these weaknesses, Trinamul shou
find it hard in the Kolkata municipal election next ye:
The drubbing that it has received in recent electio
cannot be justified wholly by the rigging and strongar
tactics which the CPI-M has applied. It arises fro
Trinamul’s own weaknesses and lack of direction which tk.
Marxists have exploited. Even now, Mamata relies o
ritual noises rather than on a positive gameplan an
cannot make up her mind on whether the alliance with th
BJP has backfired.

All this has prompted the Congress to send out signals t
Mamata on a merger. On what terms? As an ally of th
CPI-M at the Centre? While the Congress has sacrifice
principles in order to remain in power, Trinamul seeks t
cling to principles at the expense of a rapidly eroding bas:
The Congress stands exposed but Trinamul, if it is t

s, vive, must reinvent itself.

e STATESMAN 28 507 900,
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Radhika all set to quit
Trinamool C

, ongress

) X

e
HT Correspondent ()g‘,\
Kolkata, October 14 \

WITH RESENTMENT ru-
nning high in the Trina-
mool Congress against the
“autocratic functioning” of
party supremo Mamata
Banerjee, senior party le-
ader Radhika Ranjan Pra-
manik said on Thursday
that it was becoming im-
possible for him to stay in
the organisation anymore.
Pramanik, a five-time
MP and seven-time MLA of
the CPI(M) had joined Tri-
namool eight months ago.
He had been nominated ex-
ecutive editor of the week-
ly organ of the party laun-
ched in July, but was remo-
ved from the post when the
paper, Jago Bangla, was re-
launched on Wednesday:
“Mamata had publicly
announced that I would be
the executive editor. Now
she has replaced me with
Partho Chatterjee. This is
sheer dishonesty and a dis-
honest person can’t be ac-

THE HIDUST AN TIMES

amata Banerjee

cepted as the leader of the
principal Opposition party
of the state,” Pramanik
told Hindustan Times on
Thursday.

Pramanik, however, cho-
se to keep his cards close to
his chest when asked whe-
ther he was planning to go
to the Congress, as many of
his comrades were doing.
“It is necessary to have a
strong Opposition party in
this state. But the Trinam-
ool, for all practical purp-
oses, is finished. I will have
to do something,” he said.

Only on Wednesday, sen-
ior party leader and Kol-
kata mayor Subrata Mukh-
erjee had defied Mamata

and attended a function
with chief minister Budd-
hadeb Bhattacharjee at St-
ar Theatre. The day before,
he had shared the dais wi-
th Congress leader Priya
Ranjan Das Munshi, prom-
pting Mamata to say that
those who wished to quit
the party were welcome to
do so. Though Subrata wo-
uld share the dais with Ma-
mata at a KMC function on
October 17, the two leaders
have reportedly stopped
talking to each other, Tri-
namool insiders said.
“The supreme leader is
politically dishonest and
the second ranking leaders
spineless, I did not quit the
CPI(M) to join such a party.
Many Trinamool leaders
are planning to quit. Given
the stifling atmosphere in
the party, many more will
do so0,” Pramanik said.
Asked whether he would
talk to Mamata and sort o-
ut the differences, Praman-
ik said, “It is impossible to
talk to a person like her.”



/ . NDA raises ‘tainted’
e Mlmsters issue again

By Ouk Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 16. The Opposi-
tion National Democratic Alli-
ance raised the issue of
“tainted” Ministers in the Cen-
tral Cabinet in both Houses of
Parliament soon after they re-
convened today following a
three-week recess.

The Lok Sabha Speaker, So-
marnth Chatterjee, allowed both
sides to present their view
points while in the Rajya Sabha,
its Chairman, Bhairon Singh
Shekhawat'’s refusal to permit a
discussion till he had scruti-
nised a notice on the issue led to
a walkout.

Earlier, before Parliament
convened, the NDA resolved at
a morning meeting to raise the
Taslimuddin issue as well as the
general issue of continuation of
Ministers who have criminal
charges against them. After the
meeting, the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha, Sushma Swaraj, told re-
porters that the Prime Minister,
Manmohan Singh, had talked of
good conduct, morality and
transparency in governance,
but “tainted” Ministers contin-
ued to be part of his Govern-
ment. The NDA would continue
to raise the issue in Parliament.

Ms. Swaraj said the Bharatiya
Janata Party’s parliamentary
meeting will be held tomorrow

where the “ ﬁﬂlsm” for this

session of Parliament will be

discussed and the Opposition’s’

action plan decided. Privately,
at least two senior BJP leaders
have conceded that the case
against Mr. Taslimuddin is
“rather weak,” but as part of the
BJP-Janata Dal (United) Bihar
strategy the NDA will raise the
issue.

Shekhawat’s firm ‘no’

When the NDA members
wanted to discuss the issue in
the Rajya Sabha, the Chairman
said firmly: “ I have not permit-
ted you to speak nor will I will
allow you to speak. I will not use
my discretion.”

Repeated requests by BJP
leaders, Ms. Swaraj, Murli Ma-
nohar Joshi and Ravi Shankar
Prasad, met with the same firm-
ness. The chairman said: “In
this case, I have a notice before
me. [ will study it and then give
my ruling but, in the meantime,
I will not allow anyone to raise
the issue.”

When Mr. Prasad insisted on
speaking on the “tainted” Min-
isters issue, Mr. Shekhawat
asked Parliamentary reporters
not to record the proceedings
and sat back after telling him to
“keep on speaking if you want it
this way.” Mr. Prasad dwelt on
the issue for about 10 minutes
with all his observations de-
clared off the record. The BJP
members then entered the well

THE HINDU

of the House demanding per-
mission to raise Mr. Taslimud-
din’s case and walked out after
Mr. Shekhawat stood his
ground. Earlier in the day, he
turned down the Opposition
plea to postpone the question
hour to discuss the presence of
“tainted” Ministers in the
Union Cabinet. ‘
‘Politically motivated’

In the Lok Sabha, the issue
came up after question hour
with Sushil Modi (BJP) demand-
ing Mr. Taslimuddin’s resigna-
tion for “evading arrest” in the
last five years and keeping the
Election Commission in the
dark about the fact that he had
an arrest warrant pending
against him. Mr. Modi said the
Bihar Government’s decision to
withdraw the case against the
Minister was politically motiva-
ted and “nothing but a blatant
and naked misuse of State
power.”

Raghunath Jha (RJD) accused
the BJP of applying double stan-
dards on the issue. “L.K. Advani,
Murli Manohar Joshi and Uma
Bharti were charged with incit-
ing communal trouble yet they
continued in the Government.
Why is a different yardstick be-
ing applied now,” he asked. Nit-
ish Kumar (JD-U) also wanted
to speak on the issue but the
Speaker moved on to the next
business of the day.

nng
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WELCOME RESOLUTIONt

IT TAKES TWO to tango, and as much is evident
from the National Democratic Alliance’s merci-
fully short-lived decision to boycott parliamen-
‘tary committees. The deadlock was resolved
because both sides, in a spirit of parliamentary
accommodation rarely to be seen these days, sat
across the table and sorted out the matter. How-
ever, a special mention must be made of the role
played by Speaker Somnath Chatterjee, who
went more than the proverbial extra mile to satis-
fy the Opposition. The credit is all the greater
gonsidering Mr. Chatterjee was himself at the
centre of the controversy. The boycott threat fol-
Towed an ugly showdown between the treasury
benches and the BJP over an incident that quite
needlessly centred on the Speaker, only recently
elected to his post and almost unanimously ac-
<laimed for his parliamentary manner and skills.
In attempting to stop Mr. Chatterjee from mak-
ing a statement, the BJP not only behaved unac-
ceptably towards a man of such eminence, but
worse, displayed shocking disrespect to the
Chair, and by implication, the institution of Par-
liament itself. Perhaps that is why the leader of
the House, Pranab Mukherjee, took it upon him-
self to challenge the BJP, which added insult to
injury by announcing a boycott of all parliamen-
tary committees.

. Much has been said about the nature and role
of these committees, both standing and consul-
tative. Suffice it to say that they are central to the
functioning of Parliament as well as the exec-
utive. Parliamentary scrutiny is imperative for
upholding executive accountability and this
must explain the outrage that followed the BJP’s
boycott decision. A truant Opposition will have
resulted in nearly unopposed passage of the de-
mands for grants from the various Ministries. In
the circumstances, the Speaker was constrained
to try and achieve a quick end to the stalemate.

“H 4IND U

The solution that suggested itself wasﬁle remoyal
of all offensive statements from the records §f
Parliament. Although this was evidently not to th
full satisfaction of the Congress Party, the Speaker
clinched the issue by arguing that since he was
the one targeted by the Opposition, it should be
left to him to “forgive and forget.” Of course, it is
hardly a coincidence that the BJP’s return to the
parliamentary committees comes at a time of
some unease within the NDA — primarily over
Hindutva but also over the party’s irresponsible
behaviour in Parliament. The Telugu Desam Par-
ty in particular is said to have been distressed by
the boycott decision that caused the NDA as a
whole to suffer by association.

It remains to be seen whether the ruling and
Opposition benches will build on this positive
outcome for a more productive time in Parlia-
ment. Experience suggests otherwise. The BJP has
already made it clear that it will continue to ag-
itate on the issue of ‘tainted’ Ministers. Per se this
is unexceptionable and indeed there are enough
parliamentary mechanisms available should the
party want a full and uninterrupted hearing on
this subject. Significantly, at a conference in No-
vember 2001 on “ Discipline and decorum in Par-
liament, State Legislatures and Union Territory
Assemblies,” legislators unanimously adopted a
code of conduct for themselves. It is instructive
that, among other things, the code expressly for-
bade MPs and MLAs from questioning the Speak-
er. Party leaders too need to show greater
responsibility on this count. The BJP, for instance,
has within its own fold many leaders, including
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, who have spent a lifetime
{(mostly in the Opposition) advocating decency
and decorum in Parliament. They must ensure
that their party, which is yet to recover from the
shock of its electoral defeat, lives up to these
sentiments.

-~ 6 G MW



NDA W|thdraws boycott

By Javed M. Ansan

NEw DELHI, AUG. 3. The Nation
Democratic  Alliance today
withdrew its decision not to
participate in parliamentary
committees. It is learnt that the
“lists” of nominees of the NDA
parties have been sent to the
Speaker’s office and the com-
mittees are expected to be con-
stituted in a day or two.

The impasse was resolved af-
ter a series of meetings involv-

ing the Lok Sabha Speaker,
Somnath Chatterjee, the Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh,
and the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, L.K. Advani.

The breakthrough came at a
breakfast meeting between Mr.
Chatterjee and Mr. Advani, fol-
lowed by a meeting between Dr.
Singh and Mr. Advani at the
Prime Minister's residence
where the Defence Minister,
Pranab Mukherjee, the Home

‘Minister, Shivraj Patil, and the

Parliamentary Affairs Minister,
Ghulam Nabi Azad, were also
present. Later today, the NDA
leadership met to formally de-
cide to lift the boycott and send
their list of MPs for the various
parliamentary committees, in-
cluding the standing commit-
tees, which have to complete
their examination of the de-
mands for grants for various
Ministries before the Lok Sabha
meets again on August 16.
Somnath happy: Page 11 _|_
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“Vajpayee
. plea to*
prevent
NDA split

®  OURSPECIAL

CORRESPONDENT

\

New Delhi, Aug. 1: Atal Bihari
Vajpayee today called for unity
in the National Democratic Al-
liance even as two trusted part-
ners made noises to the contrary.

At the BJP’s chintan baithak
in Goa, the former Prime Minis-
ter indicated that the party could
not afford to alienate any of its
allies, regardless of pressure
from the RSS to revert to the Hin-
dutva agenda.

The first sign of opposition
ironically came from one of the
BJP’s most loyal ally, the Janata
Dal (United), at a meeting of its
national executive.

“If they (BJP) return to the
old agenda (Hindutva), then we
will not be with them. There can-
not be any two opinions on this,”
senior party leader Digvijay
Singh had warned yesterday.

Dal (U) chief George Fernan-
des said his party joined the
NDA on the condition that the al-
liance’s manifesto would not
refer to the contentious issues of
Ram temple, Article 370 and uni-
form civil code.

“We made it clear that we will
not join the NDA if these three
items remained in the mani-
festo,” Fernandes said.

Another ally, the Telugu Des-
am Party, too, sent out a warn-
ing. “The TDP will review its
ties with the BJP in the event
they take the communal route,”
Desam spokesman Umareddy
Venkateswarlu said today in
Hyderabad.

His party’s brass are observ-
ing the BJP’s ongoing brain-
storming session and feel there
is little to hold the partners to-
gether after the defeat in the Lok
Sabha polls. The Desam has 46
legislators as against its previ-
ous lowest tally of 75 in 1989.

The BJP rode to power on the
Ram temple plank but put the

Vajpayee, Fernandes

issue on the backburner under
compulsions of governance and
to keep the NDA flock united.

But after the parliamentary
poll defeat, the BJP executive
had met in Mumbai and declared
it was time to talk Hindutva.

Fernandes admitted that a
section of his party is in favour
of snapping ties with the NDA
but the Dal (U) has decided to
wait because so far there has not
been any tangible indication of
the BJP adopting a Hindutva
strategy.

“Many leaders present at the
(party) meeting argued there
was no need for us to stay with
the NDA. This is not the first
time that the party has voiced

¢ hys 20
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By Our Special Coryespondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 25. An 18-mem-
ber delegation of the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) led
by the Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha, L.K. Advani,
and the Alliance convener, Ge-
orge Fernandes, met the Presi-
dent, A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, and
requested him to advise the
Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh, to sack the Ministers who
face charges.

This is the second time the
NDA leaders are meeting the
President on the same issue

A five-page memorandum
was submitted to the President
detailing the charges against the

JTharkhand Mukti Morcha lead-
er, Shibu Soren, who has re-
signed from the Cabinet, and
five Ministers — Lalu Prasad,
M.AA. Fatmi, Jay Prakash Ya-
dav, Mohammed Taslimuddin
and Prem Chand Gupta.

‘Insensitive regime’

The NDA appealed to the
President as “the custodian of
the Constitution” to prevent the
“systematic brutalisation by an
insensitive regime” which had
on its Council of Ministers some
who were charged with serious
crimes. The Alliance said a
shocked nation saw the police
sticking the warrant of arrest on

the door of the official residence °

of a Cabinet Minister (Mr.
Soren) while the Prime Minister
waiting “unconscionably” be-
fore asking Mr. Soren to resign.

‘Disastrous impact’

“We have come to seek jus-
tice for India,” the memoran-
dum said. It talked about the
“disastrous impact” of the con-
tinuation of “chargesheeted”
Ministers on the country’s mor-

VY .
NDA seeks President’s
. intervention . -

al and ethical fabric. The NDA
also complained about the
manner in which the first part of
the Budget session was con-
ducted making the Opposition
conclude that the Manmohan
Singh Government did not
think it was accountable even to
Parliament. ’

The delegation was with the
President for about 40 minutes.
Besides Mr. Advani and Mr. Fer-
nandes, the delegation com-
prised the BJP leaders, Jaswant
Singh, Sushma Swaraj, M.M.
Joshi and M.A. Naqvi, the Janata
Dal (United) leaders, Nitish Ku-
mar and Shard Yadav, the Telu-
gu Desam Party leader, Yerran
Naidu, and representatives of
the AIADMK and the Biju Janata
Dal. The NDA decided to meet
the President a couple of days
ago before the Prime Minister
asked Mr. Soren to resign. At
that time, it had decided to fo-
cus on Mr. Soren. However,
now that Mr. Soren has re-
signed, the NDA wants the re-
signation of other
“chargesheeted” Ministers.

Photograph on Page 11




NDA to boycomive

‘tainted’
&( By Neena Vyas e

NEW DELHI, JuLY 7. The Opposi-
tion parties ended their virtual
“boycott” of Parliament today
with the MPs of the Bharatiya
Janata Party, its partners in the
National Democratic Alliance
and supporting parties such as
the Telugu Desam Party and the
ATADMK returning to both the
Houses in full strength to take
part in the debate on the Rail-
way Budget.

The “boycott” will hereafter
be restricted to five Ministers —
Railways Minister Lalu Prasad;
Coal and Mines Minister Shibu
Soren; Minister of State for
Company Affairs Prem Chand
Gupta; Minister of State for
Heavy Industries Taslimuddin
and Minister of State for Water
Resources Jay Prakash Narayan
Yadav. The BJP deputy leaders
in the Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha, V.K. Malhotra and Sush-
ma Swaraj, announced that the
decision was taken today. It was
confirmed by Leader of Opposi-
tion L.K. Advani after he held a
meeting with NDA leaders.

Akali Dal and BJP MPs from
Punjab will also “boycott” the
Minister of State for Non-Resi-
dent Affairs, Jagdish Tytler, as
he was an accused in a case re-
lated to the anti-Sikh riots of
1984 (he has since been acquit-

THE WINDU

Mhiﬁer§

o \ted by a court). {

The NDA decision was in line
with the recommendation of a
five-member committee set up
for the purpose yesterday. The
committee submitted its report
to Mr. Advani today following
which the decision not to dis-
rupt parliamentary proceedings
and to participate in the debate
on the Railway Budget was tak-
en. Ms. Swaraj said that in the
next few days an NDA delega-
tion would meet the Prime Min-
ister, Manmohan Singh, to
impress upon him the need to
drop the “tainted” Ministers
and uphold high values.

A memorandum similar to
the one already submitted to
the President, A.P.J. Abdul Ka-
lam, would be given to Dr.
Singh. She said the Opposition
MPs would not put any ques-
tions to the “tainted” Ministers,
nor listen to their replies in Par-
liament.

“We have not given up our
protest on this issue but we
have changed the form of pro-
test,” she said. When it was
pointed out that BJP MP, Sushil
Modi, led the Opposition in the
debate on the Railway Budget
and, in fact, pointedly placed
demands before the Minister,
Ms. Swaraj said the Opposition
had decided that it would “have
its say.”



' Divided within, NDA lifts House boycott

OUR BUREAU

New Delhi, July 6: The Nation-
al Democratic Alliance boy-
cotted Laloo Prasad Yadav's rail-
way budget but decided not to
disrupt Parliament hereafter
and allow it to function normally
from tomorrow.

But in all likelihood, the al-
liance would continue to black-
ball the “tainted” ministers and
not put questions to them or
listen to their answers.

A five-member committee
would formalise the NDA's
“strategy” regarding the minis-
ters and decide whether all four
should be collectively shunned
or “selectively”.

Sources said the committee,
which is expected to announce
its decision tomorrow, may sug-
gest the “boycott” of one of the
ministers — railway minister
Laloo Prasad — and not his col-
leagues from the Rashtriya
Janata Dal.

The committee comprises
MPs from the BJP and the Jana-
ta Dal (United) — which have
spearheaded the campaign
against the “tainted” ministers
— and not from the other allies.

A meeting of the NDA this
morning adopted a resolution
that said: “Unlike the Congress,
the communists and the RJD,
who frequently disrupted the
proceedings of the House during
the six-year-long rule of the Vaj-
payee government, the NDA be-
lieves in the smooth functioning
of Parliament.”

“By electing us, the people
have cast a duty on us to high-
light their issues as well as is-
sues concerning the vital inter-
ests of the nation in the august
forum of Parliament. The NDA
will perform this duty conscien-
tiously,” the resolution said.

NDA sources, however, main-

tained that the agitation was
called off not so much for rea-
sons of propriety as “pressure”
from allies, the Shiv Sena and
the Telugu Desam Party.

The nascent differences with-
in the coalition prompted NDA
chairperson Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee to emphasise at today’s meet-
ing that the allies must speak
“in one voice”.

Sources said Sena chief Bal
Thackeray asked his MPs to op-
pose the boycott. .

Thackeray reportedly sai

the “charges” against Laloo
Prasad and his colleagues relat-
ed to a period when they were
not Union ministers but Fernan-
des was a serving defence minis-
ter when the Tehelka sting oper-
ation happened.

NDA sources also appeared
discomfited by the RJD’s insinu-
ation of a link between Fernan-
des and Abdul Karim Telgi,
the key accused in the stamp
paper scam.

They said the Dal (U) — gung-
ho about the “tainted” ministers

issue because it hoped to put its
Bihar adversary on the mat —
may find the boot on the other
foot after a photograph appeared
in a section of the press showing
Fernandes with Telgi at a
farmers’ function in Maharash-
tra in July 1999.

But the NDA resolution made
it clear that the issue would be
“highlighted, within and outside
Parliament” until the ministers
were dropped.

Addressing the media, leader
of the Opposition LK. Advani

Advani and Vajpayee at a function to mark the birth anniversary of Jan Sangh founder Shyama Prasad Mookerjee in New Delhi. (PTT)

harped on the issue. He also
brought up the governors’ sack-
ing. “It (the Congress-led Cen-
tre’s) is their mindset which
worries me, it is distressing,”
hesaid.

Though he waxed eloquent
on how he, as the home minister,
had consulted chief ministers
before appointing governors,
Advani refused to field questions
on the sacking.

“Ido not want to say anything
as it will be discussed in both
Houses of Parliament.”
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(w alji seeks a new role for
W hlmself as head of the NDA

As government so in Opposition, the politieatfortunes
of the NDA will depend on the future role played by Atal
Behari Vajpayee. During his six years as prime minister,
it was Atalji’s larger than life presence which kept the
otherwise fractious ruling alliance together, giving it a
semblance of direction and purpose — whether the issue
was economic reforms or peace with Pakistan. It is a
responsibility that he will have to continue to shoulder
if the NDA has to play the part of a coherent and
responsible Opposition. There are already rumblings
within the BJP about what direction the party should take
in the wake of the Lok Sabha debacle. A vocal section of
the parivar has strongly advocated the abandonment of
the moderate Vajpayee line. Atalji’s deputy, L. K Advani,
has not helped matters by arguing — in his first public
remarks since the results came out — that the BJP
remains committed to its core Hindutva philosophy.
Even as the BJP tries to come to terms with its crisis of
identity, however, a number of NDA constituents — from
the TDP to the Trinamul Congress to, ironically, even the
Shiv Sena — have attributed the NDA’s poor showing to
the adverse political fallout of Gujarat. Some of them
have also indicated that they might be in the process of
reconsidering their long-term future within the alliance.

In one word, Atalji has his task cut out. For a start, he
would do well — as some reports have suggested — to
remain in the thick of politics and give up all thoughts of
an early sanyas. Yet, donning the mantle of an elder states-
man will not be easy. Many have argued, quite legitimate-
1y, that Atalji’s earlier tenure as the unchallenged leader of
the NDA and head of the government was marred by his
inability, at key moments, to act decisively. His failure, for
instance, to rein in Narendra Modi at the height of the
Gujarat mayhem or intervene when M M Joshi was
carrying out his textbook purges. Since the NDA's defeat,
Atalji has been found lacking on the same score. While the
swadeshi hotheads in the BJP were openly venting
their spleen against Sonia’s possible accession as prime
minister, he chose to maintain a conspicuous silence. In
the days to come, Atalji will have to confront many such
situations. One can only hope, for the sake of his own
legacy as much as anything else, that he will reinvent
himself as a proactive, forthright leader. As before, he can
draw strength from the fact that neither the NDA nor the
BJP can do without him, for the foreseeable future.
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NDA works on
] Mulayam

in vain

KAY BENEDICT

New Delhi, May 14: Madhya
Pradesh chief minister Uma
Bharti today called on Mula-
yam Singh Yadav in an attempt
to persuade him not to back a
Congress-led government.

National Democratic Allia-
nce convener George Fernan-
des also tried to win over the
Samajwadi Party chief, fuell-
ing speculation that the coali-
tion might try to prop up a Mu-
layam Singh-led government to
forestall the efforts of the Con-
gress block and the Left, which
together have 282 MPs.

However, the numbers for
an alternative government sim-
ply donot add up. Even with the
Samajwadi Party’s 36 MPs, the
Bahujan Samaj Party’s 19 and
some others, the NDA — whose
tally is 187 — will still be stuck
around 250. The 63-strong Left
block would never back a BJP-
propped front.

It appears that neither
Bharti nor Fernandes could
prevail upon Mulayam Singh.
Soon after Bharti met him, the
Samajwadi chief drove to CPM
general secretary Harkishen
Singh Surjeet’s residence and
confabulated with him for
some time.

Surjeet later told reporters
that Mulayam Singh had made
no demands and only wanted to
“go along with the CPM”.

Sources, however, said the
Congress is not very enthusias-
tic about accommodating him
in the government. A final deci-
sion will be taken in a day or
two and much depends on what
kind of bargaining Mulayam
Singh resorts to.

The Samajwadi Party is a
bit peeved that so far no signals
have come from the Congress.
General secretary Amar Singh
said party leaders would not
hesitate if Sonia called them
for talks.

“Politics is a game of com-
munication. Communication
should not stop at any time
with anybody,” he said.

The Samjawadi Party leader

Singh was ngt'In the race for
Prime MiniSter or any other

\5\

cabinet berth. “Mulayam is not
interested in any post in Delhi.
He is happy in Uttar Pradesh,”
he said.

Amar Singh said his party
would go along with the Left’s
decision even if the Congress
president was made Prime
Minister. Sonia’s foreign origin
was no longer an issue for the
party, he added.

Declaring that the Samajw-
adi Party was committed to sec-
ularism and wanted a “secular
alternative” to the NDA at the
Centre, he said his party was
“ready for any sacrifice”.

The Samajwadi Party gen-
eral secretary said Mulayam
Singh and he were in “constant
touch” with Surjeet and the
party will take a decision only
in consultation with the Left
parties.

Asked whether a Congress-
led “secular” formation at the
Centre would be acceptable to
the party, the Samajwadi Party
leader said: “We cannot ignore
the Congress here as that party
cannot ignore the SP in Uttar
Pradesh.”

After acting pricey till yes-
terday, the Samajwadi Party,
which has limited options in
the wake of an impressive Con-
gress-Left tally in the Lok
Sabha elections, has climbed
down. The party’s parliamen-
tary board met today and au-
thorised Mulayam Singh to
take a decision on joining the
government.

Rashtriya Janata Dal chief
Laloo Prasad Yadav, who had in
the run-up to the elections ac-
cused Mulayam Singh of hav-
ing a covert understanding
with the BJP, went soft on the
Uttar Pradesh chief minister,
saying he had no objection if
the Samajwadi Party associat-
ed with the new government.

To questions whether the
RJD would join the governme-
nt or extend outside support, he
said it was not a matter of prio-
rity for him. “Our objective was
to defeat communal forces and
we have succeeded,” he said.

“We will draft a common
minimum programme soon to
speed up government forma-
tion,” the RJD chief said.

15 MAY a1
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| SEEK A DECISIVE MANDATE

Namaskar,

It is time for you to cast your vote and elect a government. Who you vote for is for you alone to
decide. But | ask you to pause for a moment before you make a decision. Because on your decision
rests the fate of your nation. : .

Five years ago you gave me the honour of serving you. The country has made remarkable progress in
these years. Today, for the first time after independence, we are building world-class highways across
the length and breadth of our country. The more than 1.5 lakh villages of our country that never had a
proper road are now being provided with one. The revolution in Telecom and Information
Technology is benefiting even common people. Last year alone our young IT professionals exported
computer software worth Rs.45,000 crores!

Until recently our country used to import food grains from abroad. Today we have such an abundance
of food grains that we export our food to many countries. India was once compelled to pawn its gold
and its pride because of a shortage of foreign exchange. Today our foreign exchange reserves of 120
billion dollars are one of the largest in the world.

The winds of change are blowing across our borders as well. The goodwill created by the cricket
series and our other initiatives will, we hope, lead to a permanent peace with Pakistan.

These achievements were possible because there was a stablie government in New Delhi.
Regrettably, an attempt is being made today to create an atmosphere of uncertainty and instability. A
return to instability can prove very costly for our country.

While we have dorie well in these last few years, their remains a lot to be done,

We will build a New India. An India free of poverty and unemployment. An India free of social
inequalities and regional disparities. An India where every caste and religion is respected. Where
every woman is honoured and where every Indian feels secure.

We will build new roads. We will build new ports. We will build new airports. We will build new
schools. We will build new hospitals.

We will build an India that we can all be proud of. A resurgent India full of self-confidence and youthful
vigor, marching ahead to become a Developed Nation and a Great Global Power.

A New India cannot be built with a fractured mandate, a hung Parliament. | want you to give us a
strong and decisive mandate.

The tasks before us are indeed enormous. But we will accomplish them. Together, we will build the o 3 oo
India of our dreams i ; One Billion People, One Passion
) EMVMIWNM!GMM

This is my promise.

Omprigmes

v

Visit: www.bjpelections.com « BIP Phoneline: 30301000 (local call rate)




Let Cong rest

NDA reign:

S“t”mﬂﬂ Nows Service

BHUBANESWAR, April 9.— Prime
Minister Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee
launched a blistering attack on the

; Congress accusing it of having

. encouraged communalism in the
country right from pre-Independence
days. “They charge us of being com-
munal but it is they who had promot-
ed it,” he said while addressing a pub-
lic mecting here today.

. “But we want to forget the past —
why Partition happened, why

Bangladesh was created,” he

remarked before warning the Con-

gress against pursuing its charges of
communalism against the BJP.

The Prime Minister described the
Congress as a party which needs to
retire. “It can no longer serve the
. nation, it is not trusted by the people,”

he said claiming that the Congress’
~search for allies vindicates the fact

- that very few have faith in the party.
He went on to list Congress’ dubious

_role in toppling Prime Ministers.
“They removed Charan Singh,
Chandrasekhar, Deve Gowda, Gujral
and even defeated me by one vote
that of Giridhar Gamang,” he said.
He also made a passing remark on the
tussle between Gamang and his wife

. for the Congress ticket.

- Mr Vajpayee said Congress should
take rest and allow the youth of the
country to carry forward the
progress that has been achieved.

. “But, then the' Congress cannot
remain without power,” he quipped

THE JTATESMAN

Naxalite menace %

KEONJHAR, April 8.—Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee, today assured that if the NDA
government comes to power again after
the polls it will Implement a compre-
hensive action plan to put an end to the
Naxalite menace.

Addressing a public meeting in Keonjhar
today, Mr Vajpayee expressed sorrow and
anguish over yesterday's MCC attack on
Jharkhand police near the Orissa-Jhark-
hand border. He said if his government
comes back to power, it will ensure a
permanent solution to the problem. He
also promised that tribals living in the
forest areas till 1993 would be given patta
and would be rehabilitated permanently.
Daitari-Bansapani raiiway project would:
be completed very soon, assured the
Prime Minister. — SNS 5

in his inimitable style,

Drawing loud cheers fron¥ an
impressive turnout here Mr "Vaj-
payee referred to the Indo-Pak rela-
tionship. “There is no need for
bombs, cricket has served the pur-
pose of brotherhood,” he said.

He pointed out self-reliance in
food production and development in
science and technology as major
achievements of his government.
“Today foodgrain stocks are high and
we export grains. We don’t take loans
from foreign countries but give loans
to other nations. Our progress in the
field of science and technology has
been recogMised throughout the
world and soon we will send our own
spaceshifs to the moon,” he said.
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By Neena Vyas and Gargi Parsai

NEW DELHI, APRIL 8. In a major
shift from the past, and in defer-
ence to the wishes of the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party, the National
Democratic  Alliance (NDA)
agenda for governance today
" declared its commitment to
finding a solution to the Ayod-
hya dispute through “intensi-
fied dialogue” for a “negotiated
settlement” or a court verdict
that “should be accepted by
all.” The manifesto also pledged
to introduce legislation to en-
sure “that important offices of
the Indian state could be occu-
pied only by those who'are In-
dia’s natural citizens by their
Indian origin.”

While releasing the NDA’s 36-
page ‘Agenda for Development,
Good Governance and Peace,
the Prime Minister, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, justified the inclusion
of the Ram temple issue saying
Ayodhya was “a public and na-
tional issue which could not be
ignored and should not be al-
lowed to go on or become an
election issue.”

When the NDA convener, Ge-
orge Fernandes, was asked why
the allies, who had kept the
Ayodhya issue out of the 1999
NDA agenda, had agreed to in-
clude it this time, he said that he
did not think anyone would ob-
ject to the sentences in the
agenda.

The physical shrinking of the
NDA was evident — five allied
representatives were present
(Janata Dal-United, the Akali
Dal, the Biju Janata Dal, the Tri-

Ayodhya, ‘foreign
v OFigin’
’Yﬁn NDA agenda

issue

namool Congress and the Indi-
an Federal Democratic Party),
while the Shiv Sena, which un-
doubtedly is with the NDA, was
absent. In contrast, the NDA in
1999 had over 20 partners.

Responding to a question on
the post-poll scenario, the
Prime Minister did not rule out
post-poll partners while saying
that a decision would be taken
at that time.

“If new parties want to join
the NDA, we will discuss with
them and then decide,” he said.

To a question on legislation
on the “foreign origin” issue,
the Union Finance Minister,
Jaswant Singh, said all the NDA
allies were “committed” to ev-
ery sentence in the agenda doc-
ument. But, later, a senior BJP
leader clarified that much
would depend on the numbers
in the Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha.

‘Not yet time to go’

Mr. Vajpayee made it clear
that “the time had not come”
for him to “vacate the post”
when he was asked about the
possibility of the Deputy Prime
Minister, LK. Advani, taking
over the leadership.

Asked whether a younger
leadership should take over —
as he himself had suggested
when the former Prime Minis-
ter, Charan Singh, was ageing —
Mr. Vajpayee did not give a di-
rect response, saying that “the

‘issue can be discussed later.”

Law to protect
cows: Page 11
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“Regulate surrogate ads,
@‘;Government tells EC

'.)Congress regarding an advertisement issued by

By J. Venkatesan ‘\’\O AG\)

NEW DELHI, MARCH 29. Expressing its inability to
take any action on ‘surrogate advertisements’ be-
ing aired on certain television channels, the Cen-
tral Government today put the onus on the
Election Commission to regulate such advertise-
ments under the model code of conduct.

The Commission had on March 27 asked the
Information and Broadcasting Ministry to take
appropriate action under Rule 7 of the Cable Tel-
evision Network Rules, 1994 against the telecast
of ‘surrogate’ advertisements with oblique refer-
ence to the Congress president, Sonia Gandhi,
and inform it of the action taken by 5 p.m. today.
In his reply, the Joint Secretary to the I1&B Minis-
try, U.S. Bhatia, informed the Commission that
the Advertising Committee, which met today,
was of the opinion that the advertisements in
question were being aired in the context of the
coming elections and, therefore, would not fall
within the purview of Rule 7. Instead, they would
come within the ambit of Rule 7(3) of the Cable
TV Network Rules.

He said that since Rule 7(3) had been stayed by
the Andhra Pradesh High Court, the Commission
could consider regulating these advertisements
under the model code of conduct. The Ministry
would provide the necessary assistance to the
Commission for regulating/monitoring such
advertisements.

The Commiission’s communication to the Min-
istry referred to a complaint received from the
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Kamakshi Education Society and being telecast
on Aaj Tak and Zee News channels. The Minis-
try’s reply (without any comment) stated: “The
dvertising Committee noted the contents of the
reference and saw the video recording of the ad-
vertisement concerned.”

The Committee’s attention had also been
drawn to an advertisement issued by the Sajhi
Virasat Trust, and telecast on Aaj Tak, casting
aspersions on the Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee. The reply says: “The committee also saw a
video recording of this advertisement which
clearly vitiates the level of political debate in the
country.”

The committee noted that Rule 7 related to
advertisements for goods and services being tele-
cast on the electronic media, as political adver-
tisements were specifically prohibited under Rule
7(3). Due to a ban on political advertisements, no
norms had been prescribed for regulating them.

'On the other hand, the contents of the ad-
vertisements viewed by the commiitee clearly
had relevance to the ongoing electoral process.
The only provision of relevance to these adver-
tisements was contained in Rule 7(3), the oper-
ation of which had been stayed by the Andhra
Pradesh High Court.

Under these circumstances, the committee
concluded that the present provisions of Rule 7
were not attracted and hence asked the Commis-
sion to consider regulating such advertisements
under the model code.

—_—y -



PRESSTRUST OF INDIA %
f YAVATMAL(MAHARASFTRA ), MARCH 19

L DAY after VHP’s Praveen
‘ Togadia urged people to
| vote for the party promis-
; ing the temple, DPM LK.
. Advani today called for “delinking” Ay-
i odhya and the polls and put the NDA
! agendaahead of the BJP’s.

He said the NDA was firm that a so-
lution to the Ayodhya dispute would
come through a court verdict or negoti-
| ated settlement between the two com-
| munities. “The way things have moved
i in the last six to eight months, I am con-
. fident that a solution can be found
i through negotiations to the satisfaction
- of all,” Advani said on the tenth day of
i his Bharat Uday Yatra.

] The BJP has not “not given up”
. any of its core issues such as uniform
| civil code, Ram temple and Article
' 370 but was committed to the NDA

INDA agenda swappe d f

agenda while in power, he said. “In a '

coalition government, different par-
ties will have their own policies and
programmes but the government runs

AC breakdown on Day 10: DPM

feels the heat, takes a car

 YAVATMAL: Deputy Prime Minister
LK. Advani was forced to travel by car

on the 10th day of his Bharat Uday Yatra .
on Friday after the air conditioning and
public address system ot his rathbroke
down. The vehicle which had developed -
technical problems in Adilabad district

of Andhra Pradesh on Thursday

evening could not be repaired here and
has been taken to Nagpur. The AC

failed to function at Gudihundrnoor vil-
lage and Advani was shifted to another
vehicle to travel to Yavatmal. On the

way, he addressed an unsheduied
meeting at Panderkawada village in
Maharashtra where the public address
system also failed. —PTi

S.P.SINGH
| | CHANDIGARH, MARCH 19

! STUNG by Prime
| | Minister A.B. Vaj-
payee’s digs at CM Cap-
tain Amarinder Singh in
. | Patiala yesterday, the
| | state government is
planning a counter of-
fensive to nullify Vaj-
payee’s rhetoric.

As part of this strat-

Day after, Captain sends stinker to Rajnath

The Punjab govern-
ment and the Congress
is also planning to take

-on the Centre on the is-

sue of Bathinda Petro-
leum Refinery venture
and the waiver of Pun-
jab’s loan incurred dur-
ing the insurgency.

While Vajpayee re-
ferred to Centre’s offer
of package for settling
sugarcane dues, and

egy, Amarinder today
shot off the first letter to

Union Agriculture Min-

ister Rajnath Singh detailing how the
offer made by the Centre for mitigat-
| ing the problems arising out of non-
payment of sugarcane arrears could
not be availed of by the state, as it
would bring down sugarcane prices.

IR

Punjab CM plans to nullify

PM’s rhetoric.

Punjab Government’s

alleged failure in avail-

ing of this package,

Amarinder today focussed upon how

this “special package for Cooperative

Sugar Mills” made in November 2003
by Rajnath Singh would actually re-
duce sugarcane price, something no

government can afford politically.

Reuters

'NDIAN EXPRESS

2 Mp gnm

In Wardha, on Friday. P7/

on the basis of common minimum
agenda,” he said.

Entering Vidarbha on the tenth day
of his tour, Advani touched on the issue
of separate statehood. “We (the Cen-
tre) will be happy if the (Maharashtra)
Assembly passes such a resolution be-
cause the BJP had favoured statehood
for Vidarbha,” he said.

The DPM also painted six years of
the NDA Government as an all-round
success on all fronts. “I feel proud and
happy on this occasion of the NDA
completing six years in office. I can
proudly declare that we have brought
about a sea change in the country’s eco-
nomic development and perception o
the world about India,” he said at hi
first public meeting in the state.

The Congress president’s foreig
origin, however, was a poll issue, h
said and that parties were right in rai
ing it during the campaign. “The for
eign origin (of Sonia Gandhi) is a pc
litical issue. It can be raised during th
campaign. In several countries, incluc
ing the US, there are provisions touch
ing tpon this matter,” he said. Th

I DPM, however, urged parties to main

tain-dignity during campaign and r
frain from personal attacks. /



9/ﬂ}/g_gngg:resss lists NDA
Government “failures’

@® A saga of sins, scams and shame: ‘chargesheet’

By Anita Joshua

NEW DELHI, MARCH 11. The Con-
gress today released what it
called a “chargesheet” against
the Vajpayee Government. Ti-
tled ‘A saga of sins, scams and
shame,” the “chargesheet,” re-
leased in Delhi, Mumbai, Kolka-
ta and Bangalore, seeks to nail
the Bharatiya Janata Party-led
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) on various counts — de-
fence and other scams, the Gov-
ernment’s “failures,” and Mr.
Vajpayee’s  “flip-flops.” On
more than one occasion, the
Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee’s son-in-law, Ranjan

Bhattacharya, finds mention in-

it.

In Delhi, the 55-page “charg-
esheet” — brought out in Hindi
and English in pocket-book size
— was released by the senior
Congressman, Pranab Mukher-
jee, and the Delhi Chief Minis-
ter, Sheila Dikshit.

A two-part booklet, the first
details the various scams asso-
ciated with the NDA Govern-
ment “which, together, amount
to a loss of Rs. 49,057 crores to
the exchequer.” The second
deals with the Government’s

THE HINDU

“failures” and Mr. Vajpayee's
“shifting positions” on various
issues. An entire section on
scams has been devoted to “de-
fence scams” — beginning with
Tehelka, the coffin issue, mis-
use of the Kargil cess and irreg-
ularities in purchases made for
the Kargil War. The other scams
include the UTI scandal, the
petrol pump/gas agency allot-
ments, the Judev episode and
the allotment of plots to orga-
nisations close to the Sangh
Parivar.

Stating that the Government
was accountable for all its years
in governance and not just for
one quarter of a year — a refer-
ence to the NDA’s claims of 8.4
per cent economic growth in
the second quarter of this fiscal
— Mr. Mukherjee attributed the
“mounting unemployment” to
the BJP’s faulty policies. The
sale of BALCO and the Centaur
Hotel (Mumbai) were cited as
“blatant examples” of the “loot
of the public sector.”

The plight of farmers which
led to mass suicides, discrimi-
nation in the allocation of food-
grains to the different
drought-affected States and the
failure on the Women'’s Reser-

42 MAR 700

vation Bill were the other high-
lights.

Mr. Mukherjee charged the
Centre with “dereliction of du-
ty” in providing both internal
and external security. “This so-
called ‘nationalist’ Government
released terrorists who then
masterminded the attacks on
Parliament and the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly, among oth-
ers,” he said. The Government
“distorted social harmony” and
was also responsible for the
“denigration of key institutions
of Indian democracy.”

The “chargesheet” concluded
with a three-page account of
Mr. Vajpayee’s “flip-flops” on is-
sues such as Ayodhya, the Fer-
nandes episode, Gujarat and its
Chief Minister, Narendra Modji,
Muslims, communal tensions in
the Dangs and ertiployment.

Conceding that much of what
had been included in the
“chargesheet” was common
knowledge, Mr. Mukherjee said
there was a need to remind the
electorate at this juncture of the
NDA Government’s “track-re-
cord and their omissions and
commissions.”

‘Congress not against
reforms’: Page 11



C wants govt

«" hoardings v
Spulled dow

ervice

NEW DELHI, March 9. — With the Election
Commission today ordering the large hoardings of the
Centre and state governments proclaiming their
achievements be taken down, the I&B ministry said
today that it will “comply” with directives in this regard
although it hasn’t received any yet. “All hoardings and
advertisements still on display at the cost of the public
exchequer” must be removed “as soon as possible” by
the Centre and the states and “compliance reports” sent,
the Commission said today.

Reacting, the I&B ministry said it hasn’t got the direc-
tive in writing. “We will comply, of course, but it won’t
be a blanket order. Let’s see what it is,” an official said.

While putting up new hoardings and advertisements at
government expenditure was violative of the model code
of conduct, even continued dispiay of such materia'
impinged upon the code, deputy election commissione,™
Mr AN Jha said. Asked whether any deadline had been
set, he said they had been asked to comply with it as
soon as possible. The Commission was not aware of the
exact number of such hoardings, but their number would
be “sizeable” across the country. The Vajpayee govern-
ment and all state governments, including those com
prising non-NDA parties, have launched the campaigns
EC notice to TDP: Caught in a political storm over :
booklet highlighting achievements of its government i1
alleged violation of poll code, the ruling TDP in Andhr
Pradesh today said the booklet was published muc
before announcement of the poll schedule. The EC he
issued a notice to the TDP and the information and P
department based on a complaint filed by the Congres
Buddha on cutouts: Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, tt
chief minister today said that the cutouts used during t
election time is not the culture of Bengal. Asked wh
measures he has taken to remove these cutouts, t!
chief minister said, “It is not my responsibility to remo
these cutouts. The Election Commission will los
after it.”
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~"4Clear victo 9’4

NEW DELHI, MARCH 5. A n‘a%(‘\i&\E ide opinion poll
conducted by the English weekly, Outlook, has
predicted a “clear victory” for the Vajpayee-led
National Democratic Alliance, giving it between
280 and 290 seats in the Lok Sabha elections.

The Congress and its allies, according to the
poll conducted by the Marketing and Develop-
ment Research Associates (MDRA), are slated to
get “anywhere” between 159 and 169 seats, ac-
cording to a release issued by the magazine.

While the BJP, on its own, will improve on its
1999 performance of 182 seats and increase its
tally to about 195, the poll says the Congress will
slip to an all-time low of about 103 seats. Its tally
was 114 in the last elections. However, the Con-
gress’ allies are expected to better their perform-
ance of 1999 — from about 40 to 61 seats.

The NDA allies are expected to lose about eight
seats and are likely to be down to 90 seats this
time. “Other” parties are likely to corner about 89
to 99 seats, the release said quoting the poll.

The poll findings indicate that ‘Brand Vaj-
payee’ is the USP of the NDA. Overall, 58 per cent

for NDA: survey

of the respondents favoured Atal Bihari Vajpayee I
as Prime Minister. |
The majority (62 per cent) were of the view that |
the NDA should be given another chance. Sonia |
Gandhi found support among 26 per cent of the
respondents while L.K. Advani and Mayawati im-
pressed only two per cent, it said.
| BJP’s own survey predicts uphill task
in Uttar Pradesh: Page 13

!
Il

There was mixed response to the Sonia Gandhi
factor, with 40 per cent of the respondents saying
that if another prime ministerial candidate is pro-
jected, the chances for the Congress will worsen,
while 38 per cent felt that they would improve.
But a majority, 43 per cent, felt that Ms. Gandhi
should step down as Congress president if the
party fails to improve on its 1999 tally.

The poll was conducted between February 19
and 24 in 102 parliamentary constituencies in 17
States. In all, 12,249 voters were interviewed in
612 villages and 306 urban centres, — PTI



By Our Staff Reporter 9/( M

NEW DELHI, MARCH 3. The Delhi High Court today
directed the Union Government to apprise it of
the details of the money spent on the “India Shin-
ing” advertisement campaign as well as the gui-
delines governing it.

A Division Bench of the court, comprising Jus-
tices B.C. Patel and B.D. Ahmed, directed counsel
for the Government, Sanjay Jain, to file the ac-
counts by March 10.

However, the Bench did not issue notices to
the respondents or ask the Government to bring
out a white paper on the propaganda blitz as
requested in two public interest litigation (PIL)
petitions filed by the Unemployed Youth Unity
Movement, a voluntary organisation, and a local
advocate.

Earlier, the Government counsel justified the
campaign, submitting that the Government was
well within its rights to publicise its policies, pro-
grammes and achievements. Political parties in
power at the Centre had run publicity campaigns
in the past to inform people about their pro-
grammes, policies and achievements, he said.

While the Unemployed Youth Unity Move-
ment urged the court to direct the Comptroller
and Auditor-General to inquire into the alleged
misuse of public funds, the advocate sought an
immediate stay on the advertisement in both the
print and electronic media.

The two PILs alleged that the Union Govern-

ment was “utilising public money for promotion

THE HINDU

"Court seeks details of money
f%“ spent on‘India Shining’.,

of their political fortunes” in the coming Lok Sab-
ha election.

The Union Government, the Planning Com-
mission, the Directorate of Advertising and Visual
Publicity (DAVP), the Election Commission and
the CAG are four of the six respondents in the
petition filed by the voluntary organisation.

It alleged that the Government, the Planning
Commission, the Finance Secretary and the
DAVP were utilising the tax payers’ money “to
embark upon a misadventure promoting a spe-
cious belief and the ‘India Shining’ title, which
had assumed the form of a publicity blitz, to ben-
efit a particular political combine in the coming
election.”

They had “deliberately and in a mala fide man-
ner permitted misuse of their machinery,” in-
cluding funds, by the ruling combine at the
Centre, the petitioner alleged.

The Planning Commission had for the first
time since its inception “deliberately and wilfully
deviated” from the purpose for which it was set
up and allowed itself to be “misused as a tool” in
the hands of the ruling coalition at the Centre, it
said.

The petitioner urged the court to direct the
Government, the Planning Commission, the Fi-
nance Secretary, the Union Government and the
DAVP to submit a full statement of accounts
showing complete details of the funds, as well as
to recover the spent amount from the beneficiary
political parties and deposit the same with the
exchequer.

I 4 NAR 7pp4



) /\ By S. Rajendran 'I/ﬂ \

BnGALORE, FEB. 28. The All-India Progressive Ja-
nata Dal said today that it had decided to be part
of the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) fol-
lowing mediation by the Defence Minister and
NDA convener, George Fernandes. The party said
that it would seek a ‘“‘fair share of seats” from the
Bharatiya Janata Party for the elections to the
Karnataka Assembly and the Lok Sabha.

However. the State BJP made it clear that it
would have no truck with the AIPJD. Its State unit
spokesperson, S. Suresh Kumar, also said that he
was not aware of the developments Mr. Fer-
nandes had initiated.

Senior leaders told The Hindu that the AIPJD
would prefer to stick to the formula finalised by
the former Karnataka Chief Ministers, J.H. Patel
and Ramakrishna Hegde, with the BJP before the
1999 elections.

The mood in the AIPJD camp has changed
overnight and reports say several of the members
of the recently dissolved Assembly — who had
crossed over to the Congress — were caught un-
awares. None had apparently expected Mr. Fer-
nandes to come down to Bangalore and finalise a
seat-sharing arrangement. The AIPJD camp is
confident that some of those who had switched
loyalties recently will return.

After informal discussions with the AIP]D pres-
ident, S.R. Bommai, and others on Friday night,
Mr. Fernandes held another round today before
leaving for New Delhi to brief the BJP top brass,
including the Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, who were reportedly in the know of the
seat-sharing efforts.

Mr. Fernandes told The Hindu that Mr. Bom-
mai was a longstanding friend and that the sup-
port extended by the AIPJD would go a long way
in strengthening the NDA. “The AIPJD stands as-
sured that it will not be let down in the seat-

AIPID joins ha

nds with NDA

sharing arrangement and That what counted
most was the winning chances of the candidate
concerned,” he said.

In the last elections, the erstwhile Janata Dal
(U) had been allotted 95 Assembly and 10 Lok
Sabha seats, and won 19 Assembly and three Lok
Sabha seats. The AIPJD leaders argue that they
are entitled to the same number of seats since the
workers had remained with the party despite de-
sertion by some senior leaders. The State BJP is
expected to go by the strength of each candidate
while finalising the quota for each party.

The senior AIPJD leaders, B. Somashekar and
Basavaraj Bommai, said the Dal had decided to
retain the party’s identity and fight the elections
on the “maize ear” or any alternative symbol.

The leaders said: “Our candidates will not con-
test on the BJP symbol although it is too early to
discuss these matters.”

As a follow-up to the developments, the AIP]D
has appointed Mr. Somashekar as the State unit
president, H.N. Nanje Gowda as chairman of the
Parliamentary Board, the former Minister, C.
Veeranna, as senior vice-president, M.P. Nada-
gouda, secretary general, and M. Raghupathy,
chairman of the campaign committee.

Bangarappa may join JD(U)

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 28. The former Karnataka
Chief Minister and Congress leader, S. Ban-
garappa, is likely to join the Janata Dal
{(United). He was a member of the 13th Lok
Sabha from Shimoga.

Recently, he expressed his desire to re-
turn to State politics and was said to be in
the race for the Chief Ministership.

TEHNDU 209 15 g
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NEW DELHI, Feb. 20. — Are
giving out sops before the Lok
Sabha elections “moral’? While
the Union parliamentary affairs
minister, Mrs Sushma Swaraj,
said there was nothing immoral
about it, the Election Commis-
sion took a dim view of the
Cabinet’s sops for government
employees and rural areas.

The total government expen- -

diture as a result of the sops
would be enormous. Sometime
ago when the issue of merging
50 per cent of DA with basic pay
from 1 April came up, it wasn’t
considered because it would
cost more than Rs 2,500 crore
per annum. The government to-
day said as the financial situa-
tion is improving, it can be im-
plemented. And now, just be-
fore the polls, DA to the extent
of 50 per cent will be merged
with basic pay. The remaining 9
per cent will continue as DA.
Besides, DA and dearness relief
for pensioners will go up from 1
April by another two per cent.
As a result, basic pay will go
up by 4.5 per cent. The financial
benefit on future instalments of
DA will go up by 50 per cent.
“House rent allowance will also
" go up as will dearness relief. The
‘total cost for the coming finan-
cial year alone, the government
said, could be Rs 851 crore.
Power supply: The Centre also
cleared the plan to accelerate
electrification of one lakh vil-
lages and one crore house-
holds. This project could cost
Rs 6,000 crore. Other sops in-
clude polio eradication sche-
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April-May elections
in four phases

NEW DELHI, Feb. 20. — The
declaration of poll dates for the 14th
Lok Sabha and four state Assembli-
es — Sikkim, Andhra Pradesh, Oris-
sa and Karnakata — is round the
corner even as the EC today said
that the four-phase poll schedule
will be announced taking into acco-
unt factors like board examinations,
major festivals, weather conditions,
procurement of foodgrain and the
harvesting season. “We will try to
hold elections as expeditiously as
possibie,” the deputy election comm-
issioner, Mr AN Jha, said here.

The EC today completed its consu-
ltation process with states and the
Centre by holding today its meeting
with all recognised parties. Begin-
ning from mid-April, the polls are
likely to be completed by early May.
The EC is expected to make the
announcement in a few days.

The EC has also asked Central and
state/UT governments to “tempora-
rily suspend” any eviction drive or
demolition of unauthorised struc-
tures and shanty towns until the
completion of the Lok Sabha polls.

mes and insurance scheme for
anganwadi workers and helpers
as part of the ICDS that could
cost Rs 15 crore and the Kas-
turba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya
scheme for setting up residen-
tial schools for SC, ST, OBC
and minority community girls
in the Tenth Plan.

Orissa: The Centre is readying
a pre-election sop for Orissa
before the elections: Rs 25
crore for the Biju Patnaik
National Steel Institute at Puri.
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word now,
ys Advani
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DEPUTY prime minister
LK. Advani on Thurs-
day said various sections
of society in the country
were talking about the
feel good situation. After
a Kisan leader told him
that farmers were not
only feehng good but great, Mr Advani
said he would believe that when all farm-
ersshared this view. “Our government be-
lieves there is a good feeling in the coun-
try, But we feel, the feel-good will really be
so when the farming community says so.
Today, they are not saying so although
various sections of the society are saying
it,” he said here.

Mr Lal Krishna Advani was address-
ing a group of farmers from various re-
gions of Haryana who called on him to
offer thanks for the Cabinet decision to
waive capital gains and tax deduction at
source (TDS) for agriculturists on their
land acquired. —PTI

NDA raises
feel-good
temperatur

¢
\&Q( Mumbai oC,
%mﬁ*

N\

AFTER “feel-good fac—
i tor” and “India Shin-
| ing”, theNDA onThurs-
i day introduced its new
I buzzword, “India Accel-
erating”, to showcase
| the achievements of the
country in the last 10

years of reforms.

Unveiling a short film, “Indian econo-
my on an accelerated growth track”, fi-
nance minister Jaswant Singh said: “Itisa
remarkable success story, not of any indi-
vidual or organisation but that of India.”

“The accelerated growth is purely based
ondata... it shows low inflation, low fiscal
deficit and the interest rates were coming
down in the country,” Mr Singh said,
adding that very few countries in the
world have achieved this.

The film was not a partisan approach by
the Centre, Mr Singh said and added it
was to showcase that the country was on
adynamic growth path. —PTI 7
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/ Cong fires questions on

NEW DELHI, Feb. 11. — The
Congress today asked the NDA
government 10 questions; five
queries on the recent release of
Peter Bleach, the main accused
in the Purulia arms-drop case,
.and another five on the decision
to slash the fees of Indian
Institute of Management
courses.

Pointing out that the NDA
government, its Prime Minister,
Deputy Prime Minister and
other senior leaders “are used to
giving sermons on national secu-
rity”, the Congress spokesman,
Mr Abhishek Singhvi, said the
government’s decision to release
Bleach has exposed its hollow
claims. He demanded that it
answer the following questions;

What were the real reasons
for Bleach’s release? As two
Presidents had rejected Bleach’s
mercy petitions twice in the past,
was the government in posses-
sion of any fresh evidence that
led to his release? Did the gov-

THE STATESMAN

ernment of India get any assur-
ance from the UK for releasing
any Indian prisoner in return for
Bleach since the five Russians,
co-accused with Bleach, were
released earlier in return of
Russia releasing five Indians and
reducing the sentence of a sixth
Indian? Since all cases of
clemency and pardon to such
people are granted after their
last appeal in the court is grant-
ed, why didn’t the government
wait for the final view of the
apex court in Bleach’s pending
appeal? Was the government
trying to bypass a possible rejec-
tion of his appeal by the apex
court?

Maintaining that the II'Ts and
IIMs, set up at the time of the
Nehru government, had won
laurels for the country, Mr
Singhvi accused the NDA gov-
ernment of trying to force its
‘control’ on these prestigious
institutions, to strip them of
their ‘autonomy’ in order to
make them ‘the government’s
petty fiefdoms’ by cutting fees
and hiking government subsidy.

12 FEB 20m

+ Bleach, IIM fee cut, ~

He asked; (‘) «

Was there any case of any 1IT

and IIM student forced to drop
out of the course due to lack of
money to pay the fees? Isit not a
fact that even poor students in
IITs and IIMs could easily get
affordable loans from many
banks and prestigious FIs? If the
government has money to offer
subsidy to IIMs, why can’t it
invest the same amount in the
primary education sector?. Why
did the government, which justi-
fied its decision on 1IMs on the
basis that the Rao committee
had recommended a fee cut, not
clarify its stand after Mr Rao
denied any such recommenda-
tion? Can the government show
a single direction from the apex
court asking for a fee-cut?
PIL filed: A PIL was yesterday
filed in the Supreme Court chal-
lenging the Union HRD min-
istry’s decision to drastically
reduce the fees of Indian
Insitutes of Management, alleg-
ing that it was a move to gain
control over the professional
institutions, adds PTI.
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~ 50% DA merger

means 50 more
seats for NDA
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BY ACCEPTING the govern-
ment employees’ long-standing
demand for merging 50 per cent
Dearness Allowance (DA) with
basic pay, the BJP-led NDA
regime hopes to please a const-
ituency, which, in its assessme-
nt, can influence the voting pat-
tern for at least 50 Lok Sabha
seats in the coming elections.

According to rough estima-
tes, around 30 lakh Central
Government employees will
benefit from the decision to
merge DA with the basic.

The recommendation, origi-
nally made by the Fifth Pay
Commission, was opposed by
Finance Minister Jaswant Sin-
gh on grounds of fiscal prude-
nce. The party leadership made
him change his decision, since
nearly 80 per cent of these em-
ployees are Class C and D work-
ers with strong social linkages
in rural and semi-rural areas,
which the BJP-NDA might now
exploit electorally.

The benefits will also reach
retired employees whose pen-
sion amounts to 60 per cent of
the government’s wage bill.

“This populist move will
have a cascading effect on the
Lok Sabha elections”, a sou-
ree said.
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“No new taxes m Boost for BPO = Stamp duty halved

W

[ Ry,

a‘AH Cfipgys

fﬁi‘a*‘it’;» Y
i agtion poticy on Fes s @ e =+

4\ ¢

REUTERS

SHINE AND SHADOW: Stockbrokers at the Bombay Stock Exchange silhouetted against a giant screen as they take notes from the televised Budget speech on Tuesday.

Jaswant vote in NDA account

K.A. Badarinath
New Delhi, February 3

GOVERNMENT EMPLOY-
EES should be happy; so will

. be farmers, small-scale unit
owners and the poorest of the
poor. Finance Minister Jas-
want Singh, in his interim
budget tabled in Parliament
on Tuesday, has tried to get ail
these people — a huge propor-
tion of the population — on
board the feel-good platform
that the NDA wants to cash in
on, come election day.

This was also the last of the
goodies the government wants
the country to savour before
the Lok Sabha is dissolved and
elections are announced.

The million-strong govern-
ment employees will have 50
per cent of their DA merged
with the basic, leading to fatter
pay packets from April. An of-
ficial with a basic salary of, say,
Rs 10,000 will, after the merger
of 50 per cent DA, get Rs 15,000
as basic pay. Consequently; his
HRA will also go up from Rs
3,000 to Rs 4,500. There will be
similar hikes in all allowances

——
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FOR YOU AND ME

| No tax cuts, no waivers.
But a promise to look into
higher exemptions ata

~ future date

m You can bring in stuff (but
not contraband) from
abroad worth Rs 25,000
without Customs duty,
Over this limit, you pay

POLL PROWL

= Half of government staff’s DA
to be merged with basic pay

B Loans at 7% interest to
farmers. Mortgage norms
eased. Kisan credit cards by
March-end. Cards to become .
ATM friendly. Farmincome ™
insurance in 100 districts. No- -
capital gains tax on farm land

40% duty instead of 50% - acquired by govt
m Pay no capital gains tax on what you eam by mFree m for 50 lakh more

selling shares for three more years fanglies helow tho poverty line
ECONOMY STOCK MARKET
GDP 15-8% . Sensex fell 74.69 points
Fiscal deficit  4.8% : and closed at 5620

» after the interim budget

Inflation 4-4.5% * was presented

BY THE WAY INDIA'S TOTAL DEBT IS Rs 17241988200000

linked to basic salary. This will
cost the exchequer an extra
Rs 4,000 crore. For the second
time in less than a month,

Singh has extended benefits to
farmers. The budget has made
provisions for cheap loans to
them and rural entrepreneurs.

2 1a) 2700

He has also announced a Rs
15,000-crore package for coop-
erative banks. The Antyodaya
Anna Yojana, already cover-

ing 15 million families, has
been extended to provide free
grain to five million more ru-
ral families below the poverty
line. Surplus from the over-
flowing granaries will be dis-
tributed to the jobless.

Small unit owners can now
avail of higher credit, the lim-
it having been raised five-fold
from Rs 2lakh to Rs 10lakh. A
credit card for them has been
announced which can be used
to draw money, cutting paper-
work. If they want loans over
this limit, they can go to the
Small and Medium Industries
Fund, which has been set up.

No tax break for salary
earners, but Singh has prom-
ised to look at the exemption
limit later. The only conces-
sion was to the investor. He
need not pay capital gains on
shares for three more years.

ONPAGES4 & 12

m Jaswant serves BJP poll agenda
m India Inc welcomes budget

m Defence gets Rs 25,000 cr

m Jaswant’s bounty for farmers

w Tea sector wants more sops

7~




SBTETR O G N

G BG-(S'C

o Q-
FFA, qwqmﬁ—mm@mm@amm#ﬁasmma
& G (3| TSI TARTOR A FRTSIns 30T O o % @~ @ firs
% PIATH T Sof-eiR FeTE WeIIMN ) (GARTH COITH SATET
GrEETeR AMMere WeaI Bl 0% 2 7! Sirast e | (@R B
T e St 39 7919 s, Rrefiee B gn @ ol pors 2ewiR R
wer? SRR TAER T @ e AR W el SoaAfdt
AT | Torerw Aotd-IFAIRN AR Tag-wfwd sfivg (ofda
yiiefer 2eTe THE G Wk (AR IETAN CINEIGTS (St RAs 261
o 30 TMeew | SREfereice #ire A 6 snficacen, «% witeore 7 (v e
SR 432 SFERA | 5> NE Safere! 2 iRy ey 7@ @& (SIS AT
Ficafez Ao #3991 ©1F 717, 5 ol 9%9 @13 9= ¥ @i R T aw
| RIS SR FLEACR FH A WAl SIfemigre g & @ co-c =i
(*ite T T Soifem el o IRCR TR woAN @ER Biew
TSR WY (I IR
TRl cire B st ST, oIS AR ATCAT FH (7!
A EHATOR FCH ©IF SR FAFE GIACH W ST © @gnfy
(RS (08 ST #17 Tgafere! ff s e 7 @5 0S|
Ol #4215 900 @ & @ @7 AN 267 A Wiegde caF w31
GRS SR TR fofe F0a2 SIfemIprs @mTs! (S e
Tofd TS oF IR RO Ifie R0 W0 APH ANCIANS! G478 FOIE
T | ey Rrara cowm =& @72 9% SeRire saire! 37 @R wpH
RIS WIS | RS s SAeE v FAIEf st iR iR e ww
1| & AR IR S IB FOI8 Z0H A3 0= Rear™ Mifdram i
. TSP 130T (R RIACH AIGAANG 0, WO TS T @8 Tt
ki ivakieka ool
mﬂﬁfiﬂmmem{ﬁm&ﬂwmaﬁwm\mwwm
2AYTE ) T G P BARI SHIe @it e fe gemn R g, @
e G AN AW, “TEARTSE (@90y SfERg WS R
2y Tafs Aty ” TSR AreR @ e Frea srear wwers aow
FLALRA Woa | JreTCRA, “or i I% 47 Qg @32 W frrare S
TS| FAerel o SEER fae ST S4iE TR | O FTE SIS Wiw
Rrwr we Tafefie wdNfoefim wwrew”

74 BYET RTHA PG TS A0S FAR T (A g {7 B 9
€3 TS TGT TG THY UG FCACEA ATCAT | G AR e
SIS (Y ACH W Qe FEfGE e Bafe Wit 7 e fel
Wr&?mﬁ%ﬁwwﬁeﬁWWWWﬁm
oi2ery My 7w 3 T @ 298 B B wig-aa

iR e Bre Reoifbla e, 7o AR ERTel Wi AR
8 AR 87 YERTTE MCARETI—AE 93 43 AW GT08 Cof Al
) wifiery @ AR 8ol wria W & B @ (eha (et
Feaifafia orem oft wPm (IER TEE ArTe TF FUATS) TSR
29N (T AN SSRGSy 7, @ @I AGE (T 7L WG
TOwSI e 70w (o) G FRettfafim IiE ey

G AT 7 TB] SCENR 217 FLUATAT A A0 e 1Y FAI,
meﬁmmg%wmmﬁmﬁemwm
A corta oA Wit = ooa it o 4t T wscan) wviafe e —
T, (ARATEN ¢ SFEHrSR B SR S IR 498 WS 29
MY G ACATS] W T B a6 wwe,
FCYFENFSI I HACINS! X TNGWT FCAH waneay A 1R @y
(AF (I P wfeawa GAm & @9 @1 ool sl quaen
Fifnfde W SIS T AT T B YT A I

4 TS RIF 0% S 57 TG AT ACSELFI ICATE B91-
YT WGINN | GR GG RPN G0 TRITE a® Aerofe
A, @ & O (T2 A0 T R0 WO FeM 05 A FR|

. L
ANADABAZAn PATRIKA™ L8 fes !



" AITTIqIXaY] pue a3ueyo sue
-9W {9831 sor3Ifod,, paIe[oap ays
‘o3e sAep ma e ABPYLIIg s, ueap
-ueyorwgy ‘oA I0jUsl 1oy uQ
‘puels 19y Poastadd eeyI[e[eAR
*$8818U0)) 9t} pepnOUI jey} 90U
“BI[Te 9]QepIULIO} AT[EOTISUIY}LIE,,
e dn payins MING 9} 9PV
3IIUS)) 31 Je sAnRUIS} R  SSAIS
-uoj-uou/drdg-uou,, 8 93.10J o}
A1) prnom sys paJeriap eeyjIrere
-Ke[ UAUM IDqUIda(T uT asuadsns
QUIOS SeMm 3J9Y3 U3noy) ‘pajess
Sem sallaed om] s} Usamlaq aou
-BI[[B [EULIO] B 810J9q 31} JO 19}
-Jyewr e ATUO Sem 71 Aes spiodxy
MB[ J01J8)-TIURe ) SUTHO

sunprem y(N sdaay ‘qeyy s8

-BQ SUIpnpour 193.13s s Jpd oy}
dn axe jey; seifod Sumsand
usaq osfe seqy NV YL
"9skq 1104dns s11 yoe(Ty pmom
9Ys Jey} AI1e11[ uddq sey 4rd 9y}
Jeuy} ‘os yonui 0§ "edreyoeteyues
ouey a3 Aq powraoriod nuSod
B 3UTpUd)Ie UsAd PUE SUOISIaA
-U02 3[qIa10] utuueq Aq ‘QUIBYDS
DuDYp puUD AW} /1Y) ySnodiy)
— JusuwIues npury Surdessewt
usaq SeY eRY}I[B[RAR[ ‘SI894 0M]
1sed 3} J8AQ “MINC 913 URY) BA
-TOPUTH ST pue Jdrd sy3 03 19S0[0
ST INAV 29Ul £11edisorospy
« U 90D PINOM JB)OUe (VAN
9} JO) Mo s303 ALred auo Jj,, “ee

-UYitrereAep yirm sol) SUtAtAal Je
pajury pey npreN ‘soerd surye;
dJIaM SINOYTeM [} S USAT "SIAI
pue MINQIN selfe Jejlews £q
Pamor[og Joqureda( Ul UOTIITLOD
drd ey summb sy 8y Jo uo
-TYBUTWMD (201307, 9y} St dn-an}
S AP0} 995 s318d%0 [BONT[0g
I9)RT N0 PAsEIom
aq prnoM ‘ AJ1IB[O 810t Papadu
UotyMm ‘sansst Yyons Jayjo,, 18y)
3urppe ‘, 10U1a80) YI0Mm,, 0} PapIo
-9D pey sen.red sy} pres off [y
-BuTuesW pue ATpUsLYy,, veyyIere
-ABL UITM Y[R} STY PaULIa) Jaje]
npreN ‘dn-a13 ayy Aq pakong
‘Pres eRUN[BTRARL ‘TN SB

uBlIpu] ue SUIARY 0] PopIWGs
STMNAVIV 1843 [Jom 194 mouy
no£ ‘08 " 93 29 03 Surog s1 10U
-819.10] & J8Y}9YM I0 JI3}STUIN ST
-11d 84} 8q 03 3uto3 ST uRIpU] Ue
Jaylaym jo uotrssnb e s,
JUSWUISA0S §,09Ked
-feA umop 1nd o3 £11ed vey Snow
-BJ s, AWM UrTURUIRIGNS 108
JOWYS Ssa13uo) ayl yim spuey
pautol pey ays ‘6e61 ui ATuQ
"U00S 00} T[e dured eruog je adims
J8Y ‘,PTeS 8ABY [ ‘NOA [[9] 03 asey
1 J9Asjeym,, 3urkes ‘VON oy
utof pmom Ayred 19y Jayjeym uo
satIanb paSpap ays ySnoyipy
NpreN Ym sunssu uo]

~In0Y 19y Jaye [NgIsard Sursjo
-0] ‘saariodal plo} eeylifereler
« BULIRYS 189S 34} JO S[IeIep oy}
N0 I0m pue J811a80) 1S [Im
sa13ded 91} Ylog JO 8910
aAT10adsaa 8} pue 18Y13801 SUO
~T393(8 31 14831y 03 papIoap aaey
drg sy pue NAVIV 4L,
Aep S.Je9% MAN UO ofyur) B hEls|
U3ATS OS[E Pey I9ISTUT[y oLl £}
-ndap 9y, ‘SISLI0 Jajem s, £110 ay
973oe] 01 spuny pastuoad pue reu
-usyD ur dn I8y Peyoo] [UeApy
M1 J8YIE SABP $9W00 ‘BUIoY Usp
-89 $30d S.eeyifereder je Sur
-LLIOUI STY} ONIIS ‘Tesap ayL,
"JUSUILLIDA0S JO PBaY S URIpu]

%)

Ue SuIARY 0) PSPITWWIOD Sem A)a
-ed Jay [aUlRYD A J, 93ATId B P[0}
9yUs ‘Iypues) eruog e yoeym e
SuIye, "91ePIPUEed JAISTUTIA awr
-1d 1X8U oy sk saded{eA g v J0]
10ddns 19y paaeloap os(e JaTiyo
JNQV 817} ‘snuogq Jo Aem Ag
VAN 3Y3 Surutof uo uado suoty
-do 1oy Surdeay ynq spustaj se su
-0130970 [eIsuas ot} 1ySy 0} Sure
-018B ‘NPIEN Yereyuas $s0q drg
UM 9193-g-9381 s[3uUts & UT J[ns e
-OnT10d JB9A-5ALJ ® PagpLIq Aepo)
ERE[RARY 182 ‘URp ‘TRUUIY)

INAANOISTHIOD
L, TVIDAdS 400
4

ny gAep

by I
3
&

THE TELEGRAPH



SN

THE SPLIT IN the Nationalist Congress Party
has been imminent ever since its president,
Sharad Pawar, decided to forge an electoral un-
derstanding with the Congress. Mr. Pawar was
aware of the political cost of such a tie-up well
before his much-publicised meeting with the
Congress president, Sonia Gandhi. The NCP
general secretary and former Lok Sabha Speak-
er, P.A. Sangma, had made no secret of his
implacable opposition to teaming up with the
Congress. The Chhattisgarh NCP chief, V.C.
Shukla, had expressed strong reservations
about a Congress-NCP tie-up. While Mr. Pawar
did his best to persuade Mr. Sangma and Mr.
Shukla to stay on board, it was clear he was
reconciled to the probability of losing them
when he began responding to the Congress’
overtures. From his point of view, it was imper-
ative to register a good showing in Maharash-
tra, the only major State where the NCP has a
sizeable presence. The experience of the 1999
general election — when the NCP won 21.58
per cent of the total votes polled in Maharash-
tra but a mere six Lok Sabha seats — under-
lined the perils of going it alone.

The perceived anti-incumbency mood in
Maharashtra has strengthened the desire to
forge an electoral understanding with the Con-
gress. With exploratory talks with the BJP-Shiv
Sena combine going nowhere, Mr. Pawar had
no choice but to turn to his parent party to
avoid political marginalisation. Although the
presence of leaders such as Mr. Sangma and
Mr. Shukla helped to lend the NCP a national
image, their loss is likely to make only a minor
difference in material terms. Mr. Sangma, who

THE NCP SPLIT
N

has been expelled from the NCP, has now made
his game plan clear. The North Eastern Peoples’
Forum, a body he helped to found in 2003, will
tie up with the National Democratic Alliance.
This conglomerate of 17 parties, which is made
up of those already in the NDA and players with
support in local or restricted pockets, is expect-
ed to make a difference to the Congress’ electo-
ral prospects in the north-eastern region.
From Mr. Pawar’s perspective, the fate of the
NCP’s electoral symbol (a table clock) is prob-
ably of greater significance than the loss of Mr.
Sangma, who has since declared himself fanci-
fully as the “real” president of the NCP and
staked a claim to the party’s name and symbol.
A freeze on the use of the symbol, while the
Election Commission hears rival representa-
tions, is the last thing Mr. Pawar needs at a time
the general election is round the corner. Mr.
Sangma has a measure of credibility when he
claims that he parted ways with Mr. Pawar on a
matter of principle — the foundational position
that persons of foreign origin should not hold
sensitive government posts. In contrast, Mr.
Shukla’s decision to float a new regional party is
largely a matter of expediency. The veteran pol-
itician, who has pockets of influence in Chhat-
tisgarh, has probably calculated he will be on
the winning side in his State and also have a
larger political role for himself by sailing with
the NDA. In the recent Assembly election, the
NCP led by Mr. Shukla won only one seat but
polled seven per cent of the vote in Chhattis-
garh. From the point of view of the BJP’s cam-
paign managers, this makes him a useful ally in
a State where the contest is essentially bipolar.
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“Sangma
3

Statesman News Servi

NEW DELH]I, Jan. 19. — Mr Purno A
Sangma and the North-East People’s
Forum, a conglomeration of 17 North-
eastern states’ political parties, decided
to contest the next Lok Sabha polls on a
common platform with the NDA today.

A formal split in the NCP may take place
on 24 January when the party’s national
executive meets to thrash out differences
between Mr Pawar and Mr Sangma on
forging an alliance with the Congress. Mr
VC Shukla, a new ally of the NCP in
Chhattisgarh, is also heading towards the
NDA, Mr Sangma indicated tonight.

“The state of confusion (over the NCP’s
alliances) would end on 24 January when I
and Mr VC Shukla take a final decision on
electoral ties — may be that would be our
last meeting with Mr Pawar over choosing
our electoral partners,” Mr Sangma said
after the meeting of the forum.

For the BJP, it is a major gain after the
DMK, along with MDMK and PMK, quit
the NDA and joined the Congress-led

sides with

NDA

alliance. Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee
assured Mr Sangma during his meeting
with him yesterday that he would cam-
paign in the North-east.

Mr Sangma is not only a tribal but also
a Christian. The BJP was paying special
attention to the North-east despite its
having only 25 Lok Sabha seats from &
states, Assam has the highest among them
— 14 seats. Congress has 13 seats from
the N-E at present (9 from Assam), fol-
lowed by BJP and the CPI-M with two
seats each. The remaining 8 seats are held
by parties constituting the NEPF. Mr
Sangma said today he had spoken to Mr
Prafulla Mahanta of the AGP and
“appealed to them to join the forum”.



‘he decision of the Drav1da Munnetra
; & Kazhagam to leave the National Democratic Al-
. liance was the signal for smaller parties to ad-
- just their bearings. The Pattali Makkal Katchi, headed
- by Mr S. Ramadoss, has been the latest to leave the
" NDA, although even a fortnight ago the PMK had been
- more or lesssure of its support to the NDA. The chang-
ing alignments in Tamil Nadu betray two different per-
" gpectives simultaneously. The perspective of the Con-
.. gress and the left parties is the same: they would like to
_.bepartof the DMK-led front —even if they fought else-
.- swhere — because the new front would be anti-commu-
+'néal The DMK-led front would presumably spearhead
' the attack in Tamil Nadu against the Bharatiya Janata
Pal;:ty in the Lok Sabha elections. Na'
- But the PMK’s argument is diffi ent It reveals the
otl‘ier, regional, perspective. For the PMK leader, there
" is nothing intrinsically wrong with belonging to the
- 'NDA. He had good things to say about Mr Atal Bihari
- Vajpayee’s governance. Mr Ramadoss is more interest-
ed inparticipating in the building of asignificant force
against Ms J. Jayalalithaa and her All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam. According to Mr Rama-
.dpss, it is time to fight her “anti-democratic, anti-
-labour, anti-poor policies”. The argument is couched
ih.terms of racial honour. The self-respect of the
Tamils had been hurt by the closeness of the BJP and
_the AIADMK, and the PMK had to ensure that the anti-
. AIADMK vote was not split. Hence the decision to
- leave the NDA. The two Union ministers from the PMK
' -will obviously no longer continue at the Centre. But
the departure of the PMK has not really hurt the BJP.
' The NDA still sports 280 members, while the majority
mark is 272. Early elections are meant to consolidate
this advantage. The sudden restlessness among the op-
: . position and would-be opposition is hardly unexpect-
-vedi The BJP need not be hasty in finding new friends.
< "Tt$ recent glory in the series of assembly elections has
,~contributed to its sense of solidity. It is now for the -
. smaller parties to decide which way to go, and to settle
+ their priorities, local or national, as the PMK has done.
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Centre calls Hurriyat for

W talks on

NEW DELHI, Jan. 13 — Three
‘months after nominating Deputy
Prime Minister Mr LK Advani to hold
talks with the Hurriyat Conference,
the Centre today set the ball rolling
for a Hurriyat-Advani meeting on 22
January with a formal invitation to the
Hurriyat Conference chairman,
Maulana Abbas Ansari.

The brief letter did not mention the
agenda of the meeting, “Pursuant to
the decision of the Cabinet
Committee on Security on October
22, the Deputy Prime Minister would
like to meet you on 22 January,” the
invitation that gives the Hurriyat some

THE STATESMAN
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22 Januarys g

WA\

redognition as representatives of the
Kashmiri people said.

This will be the first interaction
between the Hurriyat and a Central
government leader. The Hurriyat lead-
ership has not met the Centre’s inter-
locutor, Mr NN Vohra — or for that
matter, his predecessor, Mr KC Pant
— on the ground that they wanted to
meet Mr Vajpayee or Mr Advani first.

The decision on the timing of the
letter was taken over the weekend in
view of the unanimity within the BJP
and the NDA to recommend dissolu-
tion of the Lok Sabha and go in for
early elections. — SNS




Fernandes invites
Mulayam to join

NDA ban

Times NEws NETWORKF v \7
\

New Delhi: NDA convenor Geoﬁ‘ge Fer-
nandes “invited” UP chief minister
Mulayam Singh Yadav on Friday to join
the NDA, so that the socialists could
contribute their mite to the coalition.
In answer to a question on whether he
would consider including Mulayam
Singh in the unity moves since he was
on a mission to re-unite the old social-
ists, Mr Fernandes said, “When we
joined the NDA coalition, some of my
fellow socialists were unhappy. But
now that the coalition is working so
well, I feel all so-
cialists should
make their contri-

\

bution to
strengthening it.”

This  “invita-
tion” comes
amidst specula-
tion that Mu-

layam Singh may
be willing to join
the NDA after the
general elections.
It also comes in
the wake of the
mediatory role played by Mr Fernandes
in installing the Mulayam Singh gov-
ernment in UP last year, and a more re-
cent meeting between the two men here
after it appeared that former UP chief
minister Kalyan Singh may return to
the BJP. Mulayam Singh reportedly
complained that his alliance was being
weakened.

Asked about his recent talks with
Mulayam Singh, Mr Fernandes said the
discussions had nothing to do with uni-
ty in the janata parivar; they had cen-

G. Fernandes

" tred around the late socialist leader

Ram Manohar Lohia, To a question on
Mulayam Singh’s statement that he

Calling all socialists

wagon

WA

wonld actept Mr Fernandes as his
“leader” again if the latter severed his
ties with the BJP, the defence minister
refused to comment.

Mr Fernandes, when asked what
kind of co-relation he saw between the
socialist creed he professed and the
BJP’s Hindutva ideology, first said that
Lohia had never opposed Hindutva or
the Hindu religion. Indeed, he had spo-
ken of the equality of all religions and
played a central role in the celebration
of the Ramayan Mela in Chitrakoot.

Then, he targetted the Congress, at-
tacking it for all the ills in the country,

stressing that
when Lohia had
propagated his

plank of anti-Con-
gressism, the Jan
Sangh, the BJP’s
predecessor was
part of it. Asked
whether  things
had not changed
since then, as the
Congress was no
longer in such a
commanding posi-
tion, and commu-
nalism was the major threat, he said,
“Communalism is not an attribute of
any one community.. The Congress re-
mains a bigger threat.”

On whether he was not promoting
the growth of the RSS by being part of
this coalition, Mr Fernandes’s reply
was terse:”l don’t think the RSS is in
this government.”

Asked whether the NDA was not en-
couraging the growth of personality
politics, with Atal Behari Vajpayee, the
subject of such adulation, he said,
“How can anyone say so? Vajpayee has
struggled so hard to get where he is to-
day.”

Mulayam Singh
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~Feel great: A Rs 800

POLL PONDERING: Atal Bihari Vajpayee, LK Advani and Yashwant Sinha before
the ceremonial reception of Guyana President Bharat Jagdeo at Rashtrapati Bhavan. (PTh
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Mini budget with maxi gifts

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Jan. 8: Jaswant
Singh did not get to make a
speech in Parliament today,
but he did present the budget
— well, almost.

Confirming — if any were

“needed -— early polls, the fi-

nance minister sought to make
the jump from “feel good” to
“feel great”. as BJP president
M. Venkaiah Naidu said the
other day, delivering a colourful
bouquet of measures to the
middle class.

Air travel will be cheaper by
15 per cent from tomorrow,
prices of personal computers
and laptops will'drop Rs 1,500-
2.000 and high-end cellphones
should cost Rs 1,000 less as a
gung-ho industry decided to pass
on to consumers the henefits of a
rash of excise and customs duty
reductions.

Although the finance min-
istry was not putting a figure
out, rough calculations show the
concessions — led by a cut in
peak customs duty on all non-
agricultural products from 25 to

20 per cent — add up to Rs 8,000
crore in loss of revenue in a full
year.

In last year’s budget, the give-
aways amounted to only Rs 2,955
crore, making today’s measures
much more than just a mini
budget.

Jaswant Singh defended the
sops, claiming that “faster grow-
th will offset the revenue (1oss).
The impact on revenue will be
temporary. These measures will,
in fact, greatly enhance growth
and stimulate investment™.

The mini budget left little
doubt that elections will be held
early. 1t is obvious now the full
budget will be presented not on
the traditional last day of Febru-
ary. but only after the elections.

The government slashed du-
ties on computers, cellphones,
life-saving drugs and aviation
fuel and scrapped the tax on air

port duty on all goods.

Salaried employees with
earnings up to Rs 1.5 lakh a year,
whose taxes were being deduct-
ed and paid by their employers.
need not file tax returns.

Pensioners without a taxable
income will also be exempt from
filing returns even if they own
mobile phones, cars or houses.

“What benefits the common
people, we are not against it. But
it is clear that this has been done
to bribe the people. Had they re-
ally wanted to give some relief to
the people, why didn’t they think
of this earlier?” Congress leader
Manmohan Singh asked.

The new lower duties will
come into effect from Japuary
and the direct tax provisions
there are no changes in rates hut
only in rules — from Aprif 1.

“The growth momentum is
strang and what the finance min

istry is trving to

travel — domes- stry is tryving
tic and foreign. m do is to give the
Along with a economy a

cut in the peak

boost,” said chief

customs rate, it The t;g:,i:gé?i\é?;rable economic advis-
withdrew the 4 | et Ashok Lahiri.
per cent special A B. VAIPAYEE ! Even without

additional im-

J knowledge of the

Delhi stimulant, the stock mar-
ket in Mumbai sizzled, ruing
only that the announcements hit
at a time trading was about to
close. The sensitive index, which
tracks the market mood, swung
up by over 151 points to end at
6108, the highest closing in
history.

Jubilation over Jaswant
Singh's gifts is still left for
tOomorrow.

Before the finance minister
announced the slew of sops, the-
re was a meeting of the BJP Big
Four — Atal Bihari Vajpavee,
[..K. Advani. Jaswant Singh and
Venkaiah Naidu — in the morn-
ing. Customs duty on most info-
tech products and cellphones is
being halved to 5 per cent. Excise
duty on computers has been cut
fromn 16 to 8 per cent. Recorded
video compact dises and digital
video dises have been completely
exempted from exeise.

ffport duty on coal stands
reduced from 25 to 15 per cent, a
move that will help the booming
steel and aluminim industries.
@ Full list of announcements

and more reports in

Business Telegraph

lurge

MORE FOR LES

« Peak customs duty on all
non-agricultural products
cut to 20%

« Special additional

customs duty 1.
abolished \ ,
Cellphonestobe

cheaperwithduty * o -
halved - ,
Excise duty on ' * .
recorded VCDs and > "
=== DVDs off =
' - Computers
will also cos
less
= Gustoms
duty cut on
lite-saving
drugs

- IT returns can be filed by the
salaried and professionals
on the Net
Cost of air travel to drop

Eased haggage rules o
allow duty-free liquor up
to 2 litres



govt cashes in on feelin’ good

Banks on sops for middle class in mini- budget for mega returns in general polls

By Priya Ranjan Dashq\\\\

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: In a mini-budget
of sorts, the Vajpayee govern-
ment on Thursday slashed
duty rates on a large number
of consumer and industrial
goods and provided procedur-
al relief to some tax-payers by
exempting low-income em-
ployees and pensioners from
filing returns.

The move confirms talk
that the government is bound
for early Lok Sabha polls and
that there will be no regular
budget at the end of February.

The bonanza of duty cuts
are designed to please the vot-
er by making air travel and a
host of consumer products,
including cellphones, comput-
ers and live-saving drugs
cheaper. They are also aimed
at providing industry with
cheaper imported inputs and
machinery to keep up the so-
called “feel good factor” and
encourage investment.

Domestic producers had
been prepared for an addition-
al dose of foreign competion
from next fiscal. The duty cuts
would have come in the budg-
et next month in any case. But
these were made in advance,
effective from Friday, through
a notification, obviously with
an eye on elections.

Finance minister Jaswant
Singh claimed that the give-
aways would not hit revenue
collection. He said the duty
cuts would greatly enhance
growth and spur investment.

The FM said the duty con-
cessions were not be linked to
elections. “Budget process ‘ko
koi chot nahin pahuncha hai’
(the budget process has not
been hurt),” he said. “There are

sactors like health and infor-
muation technology which are
growing, so why delay giving
them incentives?” he asked.
Officials also maintained
that the revenue loss was only
notional and there would be
buoyancy in customs and ex-
cise collections arising from
the boost given to the economy.
Sources said there would
now only be a vote-on-account
for authorising spending by
the various departments dur-
ing the first four months ot the
next fiscal. The 2004-'05 budget
will be presented by the gov-
ernment after the elec-
tions. The overall sums

slashed to 10 per cent from 25
per cent. Besides, duties have
been cut in sectors including
coal, power transmission
projects, electricity me-
ters, electrical appli-
ances and bulk
drugs.

In civil avia-
tion, the excise
duty on aircraft
fuel has been cut to
eight per cent from
16 per cent and in-
land and foreign

Times NEws NETWORK

¥ New Delhi: The NDA took the

first formal step on Thursday
evening towards holding gener-
al elections ahead of schedule in

travel taxes have late April-early May: Its constituents
been abol- authorised the Prime Minister — with-
ished. outany discussion - to decide the timing

of the polls.

will have to be worked With  this
out and the burden of “authorisa-
the pre-poll largesse % — tion” com-
will have to be borne ’d Customs 8 ' R ing with-
then. “ * Customs duty on . in hours
In line with a A ' + celiphones cut 10.5% C&tsto.ms duty on of fi-
pledge to lower non-agricuitural goods nance
. Customs duty on power cut 5% to 25% minister

tariffs to ASEAN

levels and taking advan-
tage of the cushion of
record foreign exchange

reserves, the ceilingrate | 15% . . I nomic conces-
of basis import duty on | e Excise duty on * 4% special additional customs sions, aimed
all non-farm goods has | ecomputers cut by duty abolished 1arge;ly at the
been cut to 20 per cent § g to 8o § o Specific equipment for basic/ | BJE'S middle

from 25 per cent. Also,
the special additional
duty (SAD) of four per
cent has been abol-

ished. Two litres, in-

stead of one, of for-

eign liquor, laptops

and exposed films can

now be brought in as
part of baggage from a
trip abroad.

The duty cuts will make for-
eign goods, except a few spe-
cial products such as cars,
cheaper to import.

Customs duty on project
imports, of at least Rs 5 crore
in  machinery has been

fransmission and distribution
projects cut to 10% from 25%;
duty on electricity meters cut to

o Customs duty on
life-saving drugs, medical
equipment out to 5%

* Customs duty on coal
imports-cut from 25% 10 15%

Jaswant Singh
announcing a
slew of eco-

=, * Excise duty on
aviation turbine fuel
cut by half to 8%

con-
stituency, the
message of
early polls
and a vote-
on-account
in place of a
full-fledged
budget was
reinforced.
Sources added that
the next step would be an en-
dorsement for early polls by the BJP’s
national executive meeting in
Hyderabad on January
11/12, after which a formal
decision would probably
come from the union cabinet.

ceflutarinternet, V-SAT exempt

from basic customs duty

» VCD, VCR, washing machines,
PCs, faptops 1o be duly
free; 2 litres of alcohol
allowed

Nustration: Ajit Ninan

You decide on election
timing, NDA tells PM

The constitutional requirements of a
vote on account and dissolution of Par-
liament would follow. However, it was
stressed at Thursday’s NDA meeting,
that “no timeframe had been specified”.

Simultaneously, on Thursday, with
an eye to the upcoming polls, union
minister without portfolio and Tri-
namool Congress chief Mamata Ban-
nerjee was finally given coal and
mines, shortly after she had a one-to-
one meeting with NDA convenor
George Fernandes. This was accompa-
nied by a few small changes in minis-
terial portfolios, with coal minister
Karia Munda being moved to non-con-
ventional energy sources and MoS for
mines Ramesh Bais being given...

At Thursday’s late evening NDA
meeting at the PM’s residence, the
“feel-good factor” was doubly under-
lined: First, external affairs minister
Yashwant Sinha briefed the NDA lead-
ers about India’s “achievements” at the
recently concluded SAARC meeting in
Islamabad, both on the economic front
as well as in the course of bilateral
talks with Pakistani leaders. Then, fi-
nance minister Jaswant Singh ex-
plained the reasons for the economic
sops announced earlier. Fernandes lat-
er told journalists that the NDA mem-
bers “complimented” both the PM and
Jaswant Singh for a good job done.

Sources added that Fernandes told
the meeting that the suggestion of ad-
vancing the poll dates wag on the agen-
da. Instantly, deputy PM LK Advani,
these sources added, proposed that the
issue need not be discussed at all, but
individual allies could convey their
views to the PM, a suggestion to which
the members agreed.
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The Paswan factor
§7 £ o Wil he forgive and fo?jétg o
f m\}e‘i\ults of the assembly elections h'ave giv%

NDA something to be happy about, that still does not
quite put it in a comfortable position as far as the
parliamentary elections are concerned. Some states with a
sizable number of parliamentary seats are out of the NDA
fold and, given the BJP’s performance in those states,
there is little chance of a turnout without some desperate
moves. That explains the effort to woo Ram Vilas Paswan
as a possible foil to Laloo Prasad Yadav in Bihar. It clearly
suggests that the ruling NDA doesn’t have much
confidence in the abilities of either George Fernandes or
Nitish Kumar to give the Rashtriya Janata Dal a run for its
money.

The two leaders belong to the Samata Party, which had
witnessed serious differences and had been on the verge of
a split. The split has been avoided but Samata’s chances of
posing a serious challenge to the RJID are still in question.
The state unit of the BJP has proved singularly incapable
of matching Laloo’s manipulative skills; and here too the
party is far from united. Shatrughan Sinha had been
dubbed the Bihari Babu and seen as Laloo’s biggest rival
till he ran into resistance jn his own party in Bihar and has
since been content to hold a Union cabinet portfolio and
rarely visit his home state.

All this leaves the NDA with no option but to turn to
Paswan who left the NDA in a huff to form his own Lok
Janshakti. The new party has little chance of making any
difference to the overall political scenario but NDA
leaders have discovered that if Paswan’s influence can be
added to the NDA's, it might help wrest at least some of
the 40 Lok Sabha seats in the state. The Paswan (read
caste) factor accounts for nearly 100,000 votes in select
constituencies and in any case can sway voters all over the
state.

Paswan speaks of “ideological” differences with the
NDA but all this actually boils down to being treated very
shabbily in the Union cabinet reshuffle a little over two
years ago. He was first removed from Railways and then
from Communications in what he believes to be a pre-
meditated effort to humiliate him. The task now is to heal
his hurt ego and reassure him that his importance to the
NDA is no less than that of Fernandes or Nitish Kumar
and that he will be given a portfolio of his choice should
the NDA return to power after the parliamentary
elections. Mamata Banerjee is in largely the same position
with two differences: one, the Trinamul has been steadily
declining in West Bengal and, two, Mamata herselt is
desperate to get back into the Union cabinet even for a few
months prior to the elections.

Paswan has played his cards better at this point of time.
His new outfit may not claim too many sitting members of
Parliament but he would perhaps be the NDA’s biggest
hope against Laloo should he finally decide to forgive and
forget. Paswan has an updistinguished record as minister
but that is of no conseélnlence. For the moment he holds
the advantage.
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deology, or even unease in partnxE
I ason for exit-
ing a power alliance. The Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam has offered the second for leaving the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance and giving it “issue-based”
support from outside. Ideologically, the DMK had noth-
ing in common with the Bharatiya Janata Party; its al-
liance was more strategic than “moral”. The resound-
ing success of Ms J. Jayalalithaa’s All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam in the Tamil Nadu as-
sembly elections of 2001 was enough to destabilize the
logic of the DMK-NDA partnership. The list of grouses
the DMK has produced to explain its decision to leave
the NDA hasto be seen against this background. One is
that the BJP has been rather sweet on Ms Jayalalithaa.
This political flirtation has not gone unnoticed, maybe
because it was not meant to. The BJP has found it good
. strategy to forget Ms Jayalalithaa’s role in the pulling
i down of the first NDA government in 1999. Without
| denying the DMK’s allegation, the BJP has accused it
of affectionately nuzzling the Congress. The DMK has
other grouses. One is the Centre’s refusal to take an-
other look at the use of the Prevention of Terrorism
Act in Tamil Nadu. The fact that Mr Vaiko, the Maru-
malarchi Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam leader, has re-
mained in custody after being arrested under POTA
for speaking publicly in favour of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam has become a contentious issue.
It is not surprising that the MDMK has followed the
DMK’s suit and walked out of the NDA too. Apart from
these, the DMK has complained that the BJP has not
reviewed the issue of the banning of strikes. Nor has
the BJP appreciated the DMK’s good work.

When listed, these sound puerile. The decisive mo-
ment came when the BJP chief, Mr M. Venkaiah
Naidu, said that it was not healthy when a coalition
partner agitated against the BJP in the state and re-
mained with it at the Centre. The point, however, is
that the DMK has done this. Its prompt decision sug-
gests that it was just waiting for provocation. The DMK
seems to be carefully working out for itself a position
with options. Local politics being the real arena of the
rivalry between the AIADMK and the DMK, the latter
is not willing to grant the former either the luxury of a
choice of support or the safety of an opposition split
between the Congress and the NDA. It is a risk the
DMK has thought worth taking — early days mean a
longer time for pre-poll negotiations. As the BJP has
pointed out, the DMK and the MDMK’s departures will
mean nothing to the NDA. That is now. Perhaps the
DMK is looking a little further into the future.

ip, can no
longer be accepted as a convincing
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