Sterlle su }render

L Tnpura r?g eaders unpredlctable

he surrender by 138 National Liberation Front of Tri-

pura (Nayanbashi Jamatia faction) militants on Saturday

in accordance with the peace accord signed in Delhi last

week does not necessarily mean the end of sniping in the

tribal belt because they did so in the absence of their leader

. Jamatia who is said to control the outfit’s armoury. That 55

* more staying in designated camps did not turn up suggests

second thoughts on their part. Jamatia disappeared a few

weeks after signing the April ceasefire accord with former

NDA government and there were reports that he was in

Thailand to cancel an arms shipment deal or in Bangladesh

to wind up rebel training camps. Jamatia’s volte face only

strengthens the suspicion that he is acting at the behest of

foreign agents. He seemed least interested after Delhi made

it clear that it would not accept his demands for an autono-

mous state, reservation of 80 per cent of assembly seats for
tribals and chief minister’s post.

Altogether 72 Montu Koloi faction cadres laid down arms
in May. Another group led by Biswamohan Debbarman is
not a party to the ceasefire possibly for fear of retaliation by
fundamentalist forces, which before the 2001 Bangladesh
elections sought its “support and help” to defeat the ruling
Awami League. So is the All Tripura Tiger Force. These
groups can do anything to disturb peace and stability to
attract attention.

If the Centre is really serious about wooing rebels to
renounce violence it must come out with more attractive
incentives. There is the tendency to wash its hands off
former rebels’ rehabilitation once an accord is signed and
funds expeditiously allocated. It must make sure that the
rmoney earmarked for them is not diverted or misused.
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IMPHAL, Dec. 28. — The Five
member Review Committee of
Armed Forces Special Powers Act
1958, today, began their first public
hearing at the Manipur Human
Right Complex, amidst heavy secu-
rity coverage necessitated by a pub-
lic imposed by an anti-talk, anti-
Review Committee faction of the
Apunba Lup, a conglomerate of 32
organisation which spearheaded
the agitation against the Act.

The hearing began sluggishly in
the morning with about only three
people turning up in the pre-noon
session but later picked up.

Among those who came to plead
their cases were the families of,
Brojen and Ojit, youths who have

died in the hands of armed forces

deployed in Manipur to tackle
insurgency under the provision of
the AFSP Act. described here as
“draconian.”

AGARTALA, Dec. 28. — 17 people,
including 14 jawans of the Territorial
Army, were gunned down by NLFT
insurgents at Dangabari in Tripura’s
South districts today. Rebels looted a
light machine and 15 AK rifles from
possession of the victims. The incident
occurred when TA personnel, in two
trucks, were patrolling the area to.
provide security to workers engaged in
road construction. — SNS

A woman who had been raped by
an Army Jawan in 1998 also gave
her testimony appealing to the
Review Comrmittee to repeal the
Act. Ningthoujam Ongbi Pramo,
recounted her tragedy to media-
persons outside the panel office
saying, she remained affected by
the Act, as even her husband has
abandon her. She said while other
rape victims have got justice her

tormentors are at large. /
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ripura
rebels

kill 16,
soldiers

' ‘
Syed Sajjad Ali Y \”)§
Agartala, December 28 ’W\\
1

IN A surprise hit-andsmnag.

~sadis, the tribal rebels gun-
ned down at least 16 soldiers
of the Territorial Army in
Tripura on Tuesday. A rebel
was killed in the exchange of
fire that lasted for about an
hour. This was one of the
biggest insurgency-related
incidents in a year, which
was marked by surrenders
and peace initiatives.

This was third major at-
tack on Territorial Army in
the state and its nine per-
sonnel were killed in the
ambush at Sindhu Kumar
Para in south Tripura dis-
trict two years ago.

The incident took place at
Hakumbari, some 80 km
south of Agartala, at
around 8 am. The outlawed
National Liberation Front
of Tripura (NLFT) has been
blamed for the attack,

“A platoon of Territorial
Army was moving in two
trucks when the rebels be-
gan firing at them all on sud-
den. The army was caught
unawares and took some
time to react. Even as they
retaliated which resulted in
the exchange of fire 15 sol-
diers were killed and four in-
jured. One of the injured lat-
er succumbed in hospital,”
said Nepal Das, superinten-
dent of police (Operations).

Reports said Territorial
Army personnel were en-
gaged in providing security
to the GREF engaged in con-
struction of an alternative
highway in south Tripura.
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Personnel survived the at-
tack, retaliated and killed
one rebel. The rebel dressed
in olive green fatigue has not
yet been identified. The
rebels also looted 14 AK se-
ries assault rifles and one
light machine gun as well as
huge ammunition from the
ambushed soldiers, police
said adding further details
are awaited. Hakumbari, wh-
ere the incident took place, is
located at a remote place.

Paramilitary reinforce-
ments have been sent to the
area to track down the
rebels. The attack has been
one of few major insurgency

AFP
Soldiers load the bodies of their slain colleakues on a truck at
Hakumbari village, Tripura, on Tuesday.

related incidents this year
in the state that borders
Bangladesh on three sides.
The bloody attack cast a
shadow on the peace initia-
© tives that saw surrender of
some 250 rebels or collabo-
rators this year. However,
the authorities got a jolt
when the Nayanbasi Jama-
tia avoided surrender of his
group of 138 rebels on De-
cember 26. Nayanbasi, how-
ever, is now reportedly hid-
ing somewhere in Baitha-
langsu under Karbianglong
district in Assam and is try-
ing to restructure the or-
ganisation.
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5 cops
Imphal

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

IMPHAL, Dec. 25. — Five po-
lice commandos, including a
sub-inspector attached to Im-
phal East Police, were killed on
the spot when the vehicle in
which they were travelling was
ambushed by an unidentified
armed group at Napet Palli in
Lamlai Police station today
morning.

The insurgents hurled bombs
and opened fire from all sides.
Police suspect the insurgents
seized the commandos’ weap-
ons since only one partly burnt
AK 47 was discovered in the
charred vehicle.

The commandos have been
stationed at Laikoiching where
a BSF post had been set up
since 23 December in order to
step up security.

There were altogether 11 po-
lice personnel at Leikoiching.

The incident occurred when
the vehicle carrying five police
personnel had reportedly gone
to a nearby bazaar to buy ra-
tion.

_ Police suspect that there

" Weapons believed looted

din
mﬁb ush

90 N
were around 10 attackers
Over 1,000 spent cartridges
and lethal bomb shells were
found from the spot.

Soon after the incident, police
and BSF troops rushed to the
spot and conducted a search
operation. They also scanned
the nearby hillocks and vil-
lages. However, there is no re-
port of any arrest.IG P Baral
and Imphal East SP Chadra-
mani also visited the area.

The deceased have have been
identified as SI Md. Ziauddin,
son of late L Iboyai from Lilong
Hangamthabi, Louriyam Me-
ghachandra Singh (son of Amu
Singh of Khurkhul) Sewak
Leikai, Chingangbam Premku-
mar, Md. Naseer Shah and
Kongbrailatpam Megha Singh.

The bodies of the deceased
policemen were first taken to
the RIMS morgue for post-mor-
tem and then to 1st Manipur
Rifles Battalion.Top police offi-
cers paid floral tributes to the
deceased before handing them
over to their families

So far, no group has claimed
responsibility for the attack.

THE STATESMAN
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Manipur voteg,
down anti-Act

re lution
P\%ﬁ sman News Servics

\/
IMPHAL, Dec. 24. \- In a
blow to the anti Armed
Forces Special Powers Act
lobby, the Congress-led
Secular Progressive Front
government yesterday vo-
ted down the Anti-AFSPA
resolution moved jointly by
four Opposition MLAs.

The' private member
resolution on repeal of
the Act was defeated by
36 votes to 16 in the house
of 60. In absence of
Speaker Mr TN Haokip,
Dr Nara of CPI chaired
the session. MLA Mr Y
Erabot of the Treasury
Bench abstained.

Two voice votes were
taken on the resolution.
However despite a clear

' majority of the ayes and
nos with the Treasury
Bench scoring the majority
an unsatisfied Opposition
pressed for a division!
yielding the final result,

Ulfa against Aspm Sena

R
The Alﬂ&sasag-\ t%é/e)ms’

Union’s decision to form
Asom Sena, an unarmed
organisation, has put the
organisation on a collision
course with the Ulfa, SNS
adds from Guwahati,

Ulfa vice-chairman Pra-
dip Gogoi has said that the
formation of Asom Sena
would create rifts among
different ethnic communi-
ties in the state instead of
serving the interests of the
people of the state.

¢
A
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Aasu s Sena could armtwist AGP ?w\\n

here is no reason to assume that the All Assam Stud

Union’s decision to form an Asom Sena will revive the
bogey of “reign of terror” and disruptive and minatory tactics
adopted during the height of the Assam Movement (1979-
85). Indeed, there is some solace in Aasu adviser Samujjal
Bhattacharyya’s assurance that its objective is to “give vent to
the anger of the indigenous population against exploitation
and deprivation” and that it would be “in a peaceful and
democratic manner”. Then again, the Sena could well serve
as a suitable platform for “overaged” senior Aasu leaders,
including Bhattacharyya and president Probin Boro, to stay in
the limelight. They are expected to quit their posts during the
party’s general session at Sibsagar early next year. The Sena
is bound to act as a pressure group to dictate terms to the
Asom Gana Parishad. Well timed before the 2006 assembly
elections, it might pressure AGP into giving some party nomi-
nations to its leaders. Since Aasu is not a political organis-
ation, the motive perhaps is to use the Sena to play kingmaker
as far as regional parties are concerned.

Aasu’s foresworn mission is to oust illegal migrants and it
belatedly realised that the Illegal Migrants (Determination by
Tribunals) Act 1983 was a trap to end the students’ agitation,
In a way, Aasu is also responsible. In 1980 it rejected the
Centre’s suggestion for 1967 and 1971 as compromise and
base years, respectively, for detection, disenfranchisement
and deportation and insisted on 1951. But at the time of
signing the 1985 Assam accord it quietly accepted 1971. How-
ever discriminatory the Act may be, it is the best guarantee
against the situation reverting to the pre-Accord days.



eace wiﬁ(in peace
wx\éﬁgas must forgive and forget o; b

e Centre and the NSCN(IM) having agreed that
confrontation is in neither’s interest, there is an optimis-
tic tint to the future. But all would be meaningless if the
warring factions do not display a spirit of give and take.
Significantly, on arrival in Nagaland both Isak Swu and Th
Muivah spoke of unity and reconciliation, so reassuringly
removed from their earlier stand that “reconciliation cannot
be forced, it has to come naturally”. Senior NSCN(IM) leader
Khodao Yanthan even went to the extent of saying recon-
ciliation was not necessary. The reconciliation committee set
up after the Naga Hoho initiated the process in December
2001 is now defunct following the en masse resignation by its
members after Muivah criticised the appointment of two
office-bearers belonging to the late Angami Zapu Phizo’s
tribe. While unity between the Naga National Council
headed by London-based Adino Phizo and the NSCN (Khap-
lang) faction may be possible (their representatives attended
the 1996 Atlanta peace “summit” organised by church
leaders), the NSCN-IM and NNC ever seeing eye to eye
seems impossible. But there are some signs of the NSCN-IM
softening its attitude as evident from its praise of the parent
body for laying the foundation of Naga nationalism and
stressing the need to “understand together again the issues of
the Nagas”.

The question is whether the NNC will submit to the NSCN-
IM terms as it denounced the 1975 Shillong Peace accord
signed by a pro-Phizo group. SS Khaplang is unlikely to meet
the NSCN-IM demand that he personally apologise for the
massacre of cadres at the time of the 1988 split. Whatever
their differences, the Nagas seem bent on the Greater Naga-
land concept, even as the Centre cannot complacently
assume that all will fall into line once a deal is struck with the
NSCN-IM. It has got to involve all the three states whose
territorial integrity is threatened. Y

/
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4 Aasu to form
Asom Sena "’

maman News Service Q}/N 4 Wm\\v

A

\ .GUWAHATI, Dec. 20. — The All Assam Students

Union has announced its decision to constitute a new

regional outfit, Asom Sena, to fight for the protection of
the rights of indigenous people.

Aasu adviser Dr Samujjal Bhattacharrya said today

that there would be nothing militant about the new out-

\fit which would be constituted with the basic objective of

“giving vent to the anger of the indigenous population in
the state” against the exploitation and the deprivation,
‘albeit “in a peaceful and democratic manner”. “Asom
Sena will remain vigilant against traitors of the state,”
the Aasu adviser said. Asked why such an outfit was
need at this juncture, he shot back: “How do you expect
us to react when even a peon in the North-east Frontier
Railway is recruited from Rajasthan?”

The decision to constitute the Asom Sena was arrived
at the state-level convention of the Aasu that concluded
at Dibrugarh last night. “Those who had promised a
Golden Assam ruled the state for two full terms for
themselves. Now we have been compelled to set up the
Asom Sena with the youth who have become direction- |
less,” Dr Bhattacharrya said in an oblique reference to
the regional Asom Gana Parishad that was an earlier off-
shoot of the Aasu in the early 1980’s. Dr Bhattacharrya,
who is all set to give up his position as Aasu adviser, is
expected to lead the Asom Sena which he said would be
a political outfit unlike Shiv Sena in Maharashtra.

TESMAN
24 DEC 2004 THE STA



~Hang on, Yangon

% . 98 &l
5 W"\\‘ elhi must see sense to desist

While the Bhutan Royal Army cracked down on Ulfa and
Bodo insurgents in December last year, the Indian
Army confined itself to blocking escape routes. Nor does it
have any direct role in the ongoing Myanmar military
offensive against North-east groups like NSCN (Khaplang)
and Ulfa, despite reports of an imminent joint exercise. It is
inconceivable that vice-Chief of Army Staff Lt-Gen.
Shantonu Choudhry was ignorant of the ceasefire between
the Centre and the Khaplang unit for the past three years
when he said in Kolkata last week that the Army was ready
and awaiting Yangon’s nod to put their act together. Though
the Khaplang group is not a party to the Nagaland peace
process, like the Naga National Council which first took up
arms against the establishment, it is a factor in state politics.
What Myanmar is doing is its internal affair but any involve-
ment of the Indian Army would risk violating the ceasefire.
However much the Army might justify jumping in because
the truce is not applicable to Myanmar, the Centre will be
seen as playing partisan to please the collective NSCN-IM
leadership now in Nagaland. The timing of the Myanmar
operations suggests the main objective is to clear its border
areas where Khaplang’s writ runs. But if Yangon was so
keen on flushing out the unwanted guests, it could have
acted soon after the Bhutan operations. Admittedly the
poorly equipped military junta may not have the necessary
wherewithal, but last December some “vehicles” carrying
Indian “military equipment” were said to have passed
through Manipur’s border checkpost of Moreh.

Last week’s clashes between the Army and Manipur’s
proscibed UNLF, having links with the NSCN(K), in
Chandel along Myanmar corroborates what is going on.
Many border villagers were forced to flee to Myanmar. The
Centre must see the Myanmarese operations do not trigger
an influx frgm across the border and create problems for
Nagaland 4s happened after the 1992 Myanmar episode.
Peace jswhat Nagaland needs most. ya
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‘Nagas seek ¢

Bijay Sankar Bora
in Dimapur

R —————

i inttiiane

Dec. 15. — The two top leaders of
the NSCN-IM, Swu and Muivah,
who have come home to be with the
people are “fighting for’ will not take
much time to realise that Naga
masses would hate another suffocat-
ing era of violence and bloodshed.
At least, that’s what the statement of
Naga Ho Ho President, Mr M Vero
reflects: “The situation is much bet-
ter that what it was earlier. We are
hoping against the hope. A concrete
solution is expected. The civil society
groups influencing the Naga society
need to wake up to the reality, the
need for lasting peace.”

After tasting life in peace during
the last few years, it has dawned on
them that lasting peace will be possi-
ble only after finding a final sofution

to the Naga problem. “It was a rare
moment to see all the tribes gather-
ing at the airport to greet our lead-
ers. It showed the high hopes of the
majority for a solution that will facil-
itate peaceful co-existence,” said
Rajenmeilu, a student.

The SP, Mr Janardan Singh,
agreed that the state will be plunged
in turmoil without a final solution.

onsensus on peace

sion of Naga reconciliation’. They

u

have made it clear that Naga unity is
the key to a solution and that it is their .
sole mission for coming here after so .
many years. Mr Muivah struck the .

right chord yesterday at a brief speech
at the NSCN-IM council headquarter
(CHQ), Camp Hebron. He lauded
the efforts of the rival faction, Naga
National Council (NNC) in laying the
foundation for the movement.

“The foundation wasn’t laid by
NSCN but the NNC. Let us under-

stand together again the issue of the |
Nagas,” he said, making a reconcil-

iatory gesture to the group. The
crowd gathered at the NSCN-IM
CHQ on the occasion burst into
applause, as if, trying to convey to
the leaders: this is the spirit.

/
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Il Nagas

Nl
\ By Sushanta Talukdar

HEBRON (NAGALAND), DEC. 14. The
National Socialist Council of |
Nagalim (NSCN-IM) chairman, |
Isak Chisi Swu, and general sec-
retary, Thuingaleng Muivah, to-
day asked all Naga people to
“consolidate as one nation” and
come forward with suggestions
on issues relating to the ongo-
ing peace talks before any final
settlement on the Naga prob-
lem is reached.

The NSCN(IM) leaders, who
arrived at the Central Head-
quarters (CHQ) of the outfit
here to a rousing reception this
afternoon, told the outfit's
cadres and supporters that “the
Government of India, by recog-
nising the uniqueness of the
Naga history, has acknowledged
the historical fact that Nagas |
were never part of India.”

Addressing the first formal
press conference on their sec-
ond homecoming, the NSCN
(IM) leaders said the sovereign-
ty of the Nagas was still an issue
for the outfit.

Mr. Muivah said: * Soverelga/
ty of the Nagas belong only to
the Nagas. It does not belong to
India. Nagas are the sovereign
authority to decide their own
fate.”

The two leaders arrived here
in two bullet-proof cars and es-
corted by heavily-armed cadres
of the Naga Army in a convoy.
The convoy was escorted from
the Dimapur airport by the out-
fit's cadres, the Central Reserve
Police Force and the Nagaland
police till Manglamukh, en-
trance of the Hebron camp.
Commandos of the India Re-
serve Battalion guarded the en-
tire route from the Dimapur
airport to Manglamukh.

The two also inspected a
guard of honour by soldiers of
the Naga Army before address-
ing a 3,000-strong gathering of
Naga Hohos, (apex tribal coun-
cil body), members of various
Naga organisations.

As part of the reception orga-
nised at the CHQ by the self-
styled Government of People’s
Republic of Nagalim (GPRN),
the parallel government run by
the underground outfit, GPRN
choir groups presented hymns.
Immediately after they landed
at the Dimapur airport, more
than 3,000 Naga men and wom-
en, clad in traditional attire,
welcomed them.

Asked if they would be hold-
ing consultations with the rival
NSCN (Khaplang faction), Mr.
Muivah said that they were
ready to discuss with anyone
vho comes forward. A/
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Serial blasts rock Assam

Uifa attack on minister’s house, district Congress office

Digambar Patowary
Guwahati, December 14

ULFA ACTIVISTS today carried
out serial attacks in different parts
of the state. At 6 pm, Ulfa activists
lobbed a hand-grenade at the house
of state Cabinet minister for Excise
and Labour Rameswar Dhanowar
in his native Topolabasti village
under Digboi police station.

The grenade hit a flowerpot in
the minister’s house but failed to
explode. At the time of the attack,
Dhanowar was not at home. He was
in the state capital to attend the on-
going winter session of the Assam
Assembly.

At 6.10 pm, activists of the
banned outfit triggered a blast just
outside the Tinsukia district office
of the ruling Congress. According
to Tinsukia police, the bomb was
kept on a bicycle. Two persons were
injured in the blast.

In Guwahati, two youths on a
motorcycle lobbed a hand-grenade
at a CRPF patrol just opposite Anu-
radha cinema in Bamunimaidam
at 5-30 in the evening. A CRPF offi-
cer was injured and a cart-puller
was also hurt in the grenade blast.

Seven people were seriously in-
jured in a bomb blast, which oc-
curred at 4.30 pm on Tuesday, at
Maya Bazar in Morigaon town of
the Morigaon district. According to
the police control-room of Mori-
gaon district, the bomb was kept on
a bicycle at Maya Bazar, which is a
fish market. All the injured have
been admitted to Morigaon civil
hospital. The police suspect the
Ulfa is behind the blast.

In another incident here, Ulfa
cadres lobbed a grenade near
Gauhati railway station. The
grenade hit a pile of stone chips
kept at the side of the road for re-
pair purposes. No one was injured
in the second blast in the city.

At Nagaon town in Nagon dis-
trict, Ulfa activists triggered a pow-
erful blast near the Hoiborgaon po-
lice outpost under Nagaon police
station. Eight people were serious-
ly injured. At Chabua in Tinsukia
district, Ulfa cadres tossed a hand-
grenade at Chabua police station.
Though the grenade exploded, no

15 DEC 2004
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one was injured. '
Al the incidents took place on
the first anniversary of ‘Opera-
tion All-Clear’ launched to flush
out Ulfa militants in Bhutan. On
December 14 last year, the Royal
Bhutan Army (RBA) had launc-
hed a military offensive against

the Ulfa, National Democratic
Front of Bodoland and KLO. All
these three insurgent groups
faced a severe blow to their set-up
in the military operation by the
Royal Bhutan Army.

Assam Police IGP (Special Br-
anch) Khagen Sarma confirmed

THE HIDUSTAN [ IMES

that thée Ulfa was behind all the
blasts in the state.

In another incident at Sim-
aluguri, in Sibsagar district, a po-
lice constable fired several rounds
from his service rifle on a group of
youth following a clash. Two you-
ths were Killed on the spot.
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DIMAPUR/NEW DELH]I, Dec. 13.
— A grand public reception awaits top
NSCN-IM leaders Mr Isak Chis Swu
and Mr Thuingaleng Muivah on their
arrival at the airport here tomorrow
morning even as the rival NSCN-K
(Khaplang) faction has promised peo-
ple the most “peaceful Christmas”.
The security arrangements made
by the state notwithstanding, the
Union home ministry today issued
fresh instructions to the Nagaland
government to ensure fool-proof
security for them during their stay.
NCSN-IM deputy kilonser (mi-
nister) for information and public
relations Mr Kraibo Chawang today
claimed that the greater Dimapur
area had been“sanitised of elements

—

14 DEC 2004

A file photo of Muivah and Swu.

posing a security threat” on the eve
of leaders’ arrival.

“The NSCN-IM’s Dimapur town
command has engaged its army cadre
to beef up security in coordination wi-

aga leaders

th police and CRPE Our team inspec-
ted security arrangements in and ar-
ound Dimapur airport yesterday,” Mr
Chawang said. Dimapur SP Mr
Janardan Singh said: “Nagaland
police personnel, who will escort the
leaders to the notified area around the
outfit’s headquarters, have been carry-
ing out dry drills.”

NSCN-K' general secretary Mr
Kitovi Zhimoni has issued a stateme-
nt stating that the group has decided
to halt all military operations from 15
December in the interest of “peace
and unity” among Nagas and pro-
mised the “most peaceful Christmas”.

After a public reception by Naga
groups outside the airport, the lead-
ers will be whisked away to the
NSCN-IM headquarters at Jalukie
Kam after a brief stopover at the co-
uncil headquarters at Camp HebronA

THE STATESMAN
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aga peace hinges o change of heart

Amlable signals emanating from the Prime Minister’s first
eeting with NSCN leaders Isak Swu and Thuingaleng
Muivah suggest both sides have enjoyed greater confidence
than before. The collective Naga leadership reiterated its
stand that there will be no more fighting and the problem
should be resolved through understanding and introspection.
Endorsing this, Manmohan Singh sought an honourable
solution, an obvious reference to a settlement acceptable to all
without a breach of peace in the region. Given the complex
nature of the Naga problem, misgivings persist, however.
Senior NSCN-IM functionary VS Atem put things in the right
perspective when he said talks on “substantive™ issues were
yet to begin, these being demands for sovereignty and Greater
Nagaland. The ball is now in the government’s court since the
Naga leaders are here with the firm belief that the “scope of
negotiation” on these issues has not changed. They have
asserted that Nagaland has never been a part of India and the
previous NDA government even acknowledged this
“uniqueness” of Naga history.

It is wise of the Centre to have arranged for the collective
leadership’s visit to Nagaland during Christmas before taking
up “substantive” issues. They must see things for themselves,
after all Isak Swu is president of the self-proclaimed “Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of Nagalim” and Muivah its
prime minister. Their meeting with cross sections of people
should help since they are “committed” to consult them at
every stage of a political settlement. For one thing, tribalism
runs deep in Nagaland and the exclusion of the SS Khaplang
faction and Naga National Council from the talks has only
widened the gulf. More than trying to understand each others’
problems, what Nagaland needs today is a change of heart.
And that, hopefully, will not be long in the coming,

e
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Preparations on
war-footing,
govt repairs
roads to camp

Gaurav Shrivastava
Dimapur, December 12

Preparations are on a war
footing here to greet
NSCN(I-M) leaders Isak
Chisi Swu and Thuingaleng
Muviah who would be re-
turning to Nagaland after a
gap of four years.

The road to the NSCN(I-
M) headquarters, which till
date was bumpy and un-

manned, is now being
“smoothened” by the state
government. The 40-km

drive leading to Munghla-
mukh on the outskirts of
the town, which leads to the
general headquarters of the
outfit where the leaders are
going to stay, is being thor-
oughly repaired. At the
same time, the council head-
quarters is also undergoing
a sea change.

Christmas has marked
the beginning of the festive
season and, with the Naga
leaders expected to stay in
their own camp, the cadres
have been asked to give a
face-lift to the camp area.

While approach roads are
being repaired, old thatches
are being replaced with new
ones. New offices have been
built to hold high-level
meetings and share high tea
when the leaders arrive.
Many senior office-bearers
will also stay in the camp
when chairman Swu and
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general secretary Muivah
arrive.

The senior office-bearers
don’t want to leave any stone
unturned. They are planning
a gala reception: Bamboo-
made traditional Naga gates
have been erected at various
locations through which the
convoy of the leaders will
pass. Welcome banners and
posters will also be put up at
various sites. The grand re-
ception will be hosted at
Dimapur airport on Decem-
ber 14, which is expected to
be bigger and boisterous
than the one hosted at the In-
dira Gandhi International
Airport in New Delhi. Repre-
sentatives of various frontal
Naga organisations will also
be present at the airport, a
source in the NSCN said.

It may be mentioned that
during their stay in New
Delhi, Swu and Muivah met
several top leaders of politi-
cal parties. The focus of the
meetings had reportedly

FUTURE PERFECT? Isak Chisi Swu (left) and Thuingaleng Muviah in New Delhi

been on getting to know the
present leadership better
before getting down to the
brass tacks of resolving the
Naga demands for greater
autonomy, territorial sway
and peace. After some hic-
cups, peace talks between
the Centre and NSCN(I-M)
appear to be back on track.

This had raised hopes
and aspirations among the
people that when both the
Centre and the NSCN(I-M)
are committed to the peace
process, some mutually ac-
ceptable solution would
come out soon to end crisis.

The Amsterdam-based
NSCN(-M) leadership had
indicated last month that it
was “reconsidering” its de-
cision to visit India to carry
forward the peace process
after virtually threatening

THE 1701 STAN TIVES

d carpet for Isak, Muivah

Y

to pullout of talks to an is-
sue that has been a burning
topic for over five decades.
Apparently the explana-
tion given by the NSCN(I-M)
leaders for reconsidering
their visit was that another
insurgent group NNC was
“arming” itself while it was
maintaining a ceasefire with
security forces in Nagaland.
The leaders said their rival
faction, NSCN(Khaplang),
was accusing it of “under-
mining” the issue of sover-
eignty and talking to Delhi.
Informed sources said
that the Centre’s interlocu-
tor for the Naga peace pro-
cess, K. Padmanabhaiah,
spoke to both Swu and
Muivah recently to inform
them that the Indian gov-
ernment was sincere in con-
tinuing the peace process.
The Naga leadership “saw
the logic” and had finally
decided to come to India on
December 5.
ANI
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SANJOY HAZARIKA

Naga talks: Beyond the
~ ‘feel good’ factor

HE leaders of the National Socialist Council of Nagalim

I have held a series of intensive back-to-back meetings with

Indian leaders in New Delhi: they met the Prime Minister
and home minister and also called on three former Prime
Meinisters. Their journeys also took them to Sonia Gandhi, whom
they praised for her political sagacity and influence. But between
these, they also held a face-to-face with Naga residents of the city,
especially with students, and then prepared for a large interaction
with: civil society figures based in the city. These are significant
efforts to open up and should be appreciated.

En route to Dimapur next week, they will stop in Kolkata for
meetings with chief minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee and for-
mer chief minister Jyoti Basu. They are clearly taking Dr Manmo-
han Singh’s suggestion seriously that they travel across India and
meet with a representative cross-section of civil society. In Naga-
land, while their base will be the NSCN headquarters near Dima-
pur, they are also slated to travel to Kohima to meet with former
chief ministers, members of the state legislature and former law-
makers. Beyond niceties and the “feel good” factor, these con-
versations are bound to be the beginning of the hard talk that it
necessary to develop a consensual approach to the problem whict
is defined in their terms as the “Indo-Naga problem”.

In Delhi, they also met among themselves and their follower
as also with the Nagaland chief minister, Neiphiu Rio, who cam
with the three MPs from the state.

Both Mr Swu and Mr Muivah have been wary in their interac
tions with the media. Neither side wanted to say anything the
would spoil the mood during these pre-Christmas meeting

-which were both courtesy calls and efforts to understand eac
other up close ~ for the Nagas, it was their first meeting with
Congress-led government since PV Narasimha Rao held office i

996.
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Clear positions

BUT the positions are clear, although stated courteously: Mr
Muivah stressed that the Government would need to address the
unique position of the Nagas — what he meant by that, one pre-
sumes, is the need for New Delhi to recognise the consistent and
persistent struggle of the Nagas to forge their own identity and
space. There can be little doubt that the Nagas occupy a special
status in the region; but there are other unique ethnic groups too
— yet, Mr Muivah’s point is niot just based on ethnicity; it is on the
historical premise the Nagas asserted before India became in-
dependent that they weren't a part of this country. Acceptance of
the past doesn’t mean binding one to it or it becoming the basis of
negotiations: it could put aside-a hurdle and pave the way for a
fresh step. :

There is another point which Mr Muivah made after their
meeting with Sonia Gandhi: that whatever action India takes, the
Nagas will respond to it in 10 times measure. This is a view he has
expressed before; in their political positions, the Nagas have, on
the whole, been consistent.

Clearly, this is an appeal to the leaders in Delhi and across the
country to understand the difficulties of the Nagas whose stated
position has been for sovereignty. But as one Naga leader said to
me: “If it was sovereignty, then what would be left to discuss?”
Clearly, a short-term settlement has to be of a different nature
although the long-term goals may remain unchanged. Both sides
have. a better comprehension of the difficulties that each faces;
this is a view that has matured over seven years of hard negotia-
tions, which has seen table thumping by both sides. Things have
moved a long way since.

~Mr Muivah’s efforts to reach out to younger Nagas is signifi-
cant, because many of them have a different view of India and the
world as well as their own lives than eatlier generations. This is a
view that cannot be ignored, because the approach must be as
practical as it must be visionary and imaginative,

e e ok o

- An inclusive approach

THE pain and challenges of the S50-year struggle have never been
far from any Naga, young or old, Yet, tens of thousands of Naga
students and professionals live outside the state, embracing a life-
style which they do not see in their home state ~ in most metros,
they can move about freely, without being questioned, till late;
this is impossible given the security strictures in their homeland
and in villages, fife anyway closes early; they can watch movies
(there are no cinema halls in N agaland) and restaurants are open
till late. They also have realised that education is the key to hold-
ing‘laheir own and progressing in an increasingly competitive
world, :

In their discussions at home, the Naga leaders must take 2 pro-
active, inclusive approach that brings in thosé in civil society with
whom they disagree and listen to them seriously: that is the true
test of statesmanship. The issue of the other militant and armed
factions remains unresolved: to an outsider, it appears axiomatic
that a long-term solution is sought without first establishing unity
among groups and tribes. These divisions are deep and go back
many years: there must be an appeal to bury the hatchet and the
differences of the past, if a truly representative solution is sought
and if the NSCN (I-M) seeks a mandate from all Nagas for such
a settlement,

The issue of territory is bound to crop up in the next weeks and
months. But even this is solvable; given goodwill, imagination and
flexibility on all sides. Detailed discussions, proposals and
counter-proposals are required; experts and specialists - would
need to be consulted,

o e ek ok s

Uifa shuts down talks

SO, the Ulfa has closed its efforts to talk peace through litterateur
Indira Goswami. This reported decision has received scathing
response in the local media. Such a furn of events was not unex-
pected however, given the fact that the discussions were being vit-
tually carried out on a daily basis through the media, which is the
worst way of conducting a peace process forward, Ulfa will surely
Teturn to conversation mode at some time, It can’t ignore public
opinion, nor can Delhi, The next effort must be better organised,
with little publicity (to which its leaders and interlocutors should
be committed) and involve people who understand the issues
both at a policy, pelitical, ideological and ground level,
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Assam: Studied silence amidst opposition

By Bijay Shankar Bora L

ALTHOUGH there appears to be a stud-
ied silence on the part of civil society
groups in Assam over the territorial issue,
all groups are prepared with plans of
action to oppose Naga claims over Assam

its strong opposition to the view on inte-
gration.

In a statement, Ulfa chairman
Arobinda Rajkhowa criticised intellectu-
als and historians in Assam for maintain-
ing a “studied siience” over the NSCN’s
demand for integration of a large part of
Tinsukia, Sivasagar, Jorhat, Golaghat,

/'/ .,Watching, listening, speaking:
" The NE awaits Muivah-Swu

Arunachal: Not an inch will be spared

P

By Mamané Dal

Vo

WHATEVER the outcome of the peace
talks between the Centre and NSCN (I-M)
chairman Isak Chisi Swu and general secre-
tary Th. Muivah, the arrival of the Naga
leaders in Delhi has provoked a strong

Changlang (bordering Nagaland), the peo-
ple of those districts must be consulted and
taken into confidence.”

The TCPF includes present and former
elected leaders, panchayat members, stu-
dent union presidents and a 12-member ex-
ecutive body headed by a chairman and co-
chairman, civil supplies minister CC Sing-

areas at the “appropriate time”.

An influential youth group, the Asom
-Jativatabadi Yuba Chatra Parishad, says
it is “monitoring developments” in the
wake of the Swu-Muivah visit to India
and has also opposed the demand for
integration of parts of Assam.

The powerful All Assam Students
Union says that there hasn’t been a soft-
ening of its stand on this question. It is
learnt that the coordination between
Aasu, the All Manipur Students Union
and the All Arunachal Pradesh Students
Union still holds against the Naga
demand since all three states are affected
by it.

y“When the time comes, Aasu, Amsu
and Aapsu will join hands again to
oppose the (integration) bid,” said Aasu
advisor Samujjal Bhattacharyya. This is in
line with the state government’s position:
an all-party resolution in Assam
Assembly against the NSCN (I-M)’s
claim over Assam areas is also in place.

There have been skirmishes and ten-
sion along the hot spots on the Assam-
Nagaland border at Merapani in
Golaghat district and Karbi Anglong

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh shakes hands with Th. M

B
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statement from the state on the question of

uivah while Isak Swu looks on. — PTi

pho and Rajkumar respectively. Amid fears
that the Centre may slice away parts of Ar-
unachal in the interests of a solution to the
Naga problem (an earlier proposal was that
Tirap and Changlang be made a Union
Ternitory under the Nagas), Rajkumar said
while everyone has supported the peace
process, no one in these districts wanted to
be linked to the problem or become part of
a larger Nagaland.

Rajkumar said that a strong reaction from
the state government was the need of the
hour. At a meeting in Itanagar, the TCPF
appealed to all political parties, public lead- -
ers, student organisations, human rights’
activists and NGOs in the state to be alert to
any negotiation between the Centre and the
I-M leaders ‘that might jeopardise
Arunachal’s integrity.

The Forum has called a one-day bandh on
16 December as a mark of protest against
the insurgency related killings in the two dis-
tricts.

The influential All Arunachal Pradesh
Students Union also reiterated its starid that
the apex student body would do everything
needed to protect the state. Aapsu has
called for a meeting of all its top district stu-

areas because of alleged attempts by
armed Naga groups to encroach on
Assam land. Earlier this year, a young
Assam government magistrate was killed
when Nagas fired at an Assam police
eviction party at Dhansiri reserve forest
area in Karbi Anglong district.

Support comes from an unusual
source: the banned United Liberation
Front of Assam, which is known to be
close to the rival NSCN (K) group! Ulfa
has been quick off the mark to reiterate

Karbi Anglong,
North Cachar,
Hailakandi and

Silchar districts of
Assam into the pro-
posed Naga homeland. He appeared to
have ignored consistent statements and
views by many who have taken a tough
anti-integration stand.

(The author is the Guwahati-based Special
Representative of The Statesman.)

Open forum

territorial integrity
along with a resolution
that not an inch of terri-
tory will be spared for
the creation of a
“Greater Nagaland.”

According to a former minister from
Tirap district, TL Rajkumar, the Tirap-
Changlang Peoples’ Forum has unanimous-
ly endorsed that in “any decision to be taken
during the Indo-Naga talks affecting or con-
cerning the two districts of Tirap and

dent and college union leaders on 15
December to discuss the issue. In New
Delhi, the state’s two Lok Sabha MPs, Tapir
Gao and Khiren Rijuju, also met home min-
ister Shivraj Patil to convey to the govern-
ment that no agreement involving
Arunachal should be arrived at without tak-
ing the people and the state government
into confidence. '

(The author is an Itanagar-based freelance
journalist.)

~ Manipur: Knotty peace prospect

By Pradip Phanjoubam

THE much anticipated “substantive” political negotiations
to settle the Naga problem hopefully will begin while the
two NSCN (1I-M) leaders, Isak Chisi Swu and Thuingaleng
Muivah, are in India. .

While Nagzs and non-Nagas wish for an amicable set-
tlement, everybody is also at a loss as to what possibly can
be the content of such a settlement. There is no gainsaying
the issue is beset with many hurdles. The two most funda-
mental of these are the questions of sovereignty and terri-
tory.
1t’s unlikely anyone would be still nurturing any illusion
that sovereignty can be had through niceties exchanged ac-
ross the table, or for that matter by scoring debating
points. Probably the NSCN (I-M) leaders would bring up
the matter, but this would be more in the nature of pos-
turing, compelied by events in the bitter history of the
Naga struggle.

The Shillong Accord of 1975 is precisely one of these for

its rejection was the basis of the birth of the undivided
NSCN. The Accord signatories agreed to give up the idea
of Naga sovereignty and were termed as betrayers by those
who formed the NSCN. ‘

Although we have no doubt that the Nagas want peace,
the question is would they also accept a solution that has
been consistently rejected by the I-M itself? Again, if there
is to be another accord now, what possibly can it have
more than the Shillong Accord, which spawned such dis-
cord among the Nagas? For even the idea of a Greater
Nagaland is not alien to the 1975 accord.

The consultative meetings the two Naga leaders are
planning in Dimapur with Naga civil society representa-
tives, we suppose, is meant to thrash out these issues. But
here too, these consultative meetings are likely to end up
as reunion of supporters, for the NSCN (I-M) had vehe-
mently ruled out any reconciliation with supporters of the
NSCN (K) or the Naga National Council.

There is no easy answer to the territory question cither.
Short of sovereignty, the NSCN (I-M) leaders would be
looking at the Greater Nagaland (Nagalim) demand as the

trophy to walk home with but alt know where the opposi-
tion would come from. The Assam and Manipur
Assemblies have passed resolutions to oppose dismember-
ment of their territories. Arunachal Pradesh too has not
shown any inclination of generosity on the matter either.

The Government of India is unlikely to concede to this
demand until a broad consensus is reached with all the
concerned states; such a consensus is unlikely in the fore-
seeable future.

The other points of negotiation such as a separate flag
can be agreed upon, but these are peripherals and in our
opinion not much more than the modern equivalent of the .
patronising red blankets village dobasis and chiefs were
rewarded with in the past.

As we see it, at this juncture what is needed is an alto-
gether new and more broad-based approach road to this
vexing problem instead of doggedly insisting on walking
the one that has failed to bring the destination anywhere in
sight.

(The author is editor, Imphal Free Press.)



~ULFA now wants peace
talks letter sggneg\j by PM’

suvaroor Y ¥
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 10

THE ULFA, which yester-
day rejected a letter from the

PMO inviting the group for -

unconditional talks, today said
it will only respond to a letter
signed by” Prime Minister
- Manmohan Singh himself.
The previous letter was signed
by PM’s special advisor M.K.
Narayanan.

Though ULFAs mediator
Indira Mamoni Goswami was
told today that an offer signed
by PM was not protocol, she
said she would continue to
seek one. Goswami said: “The

ULFA isvery clear that sover-

eignty should be an issue in
any talks that happen. I have
drafted a letter to the PM re-
questing that he himselfsend a
formal offer for peace talks
- andwill send it to him in a day
or two. I spoke to Paresh
Barua (ULFA president) to-
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day and whlle he has appreci-
ated the offer, he thinks the re-
quirement to give up militancy
contradicts the offer for un-
conditional talks.”

Inthe Capital, the NSCN(I-
M) said while its priniciple de-

Bi”ﬁi told an

E’I\I was not
yrotocol, she says
‘will continue to

seek one

mand to the Government for a
“Greater Nagaland” held

good, there was “no question of
discussing autonomy”.
Yesterday, after an

NSCN(I-M) camp in Ma-
nipur’s Tamenglong district
was attacked by other sepa-
ratist Naga factions, its emis-
sary Gen V.S. Atem — who
pegged the blame on

\
SCN (K) and UNLF —said |
the group was in touchwith all |
Naga separatist outfits, includ- |
ing NSCN-K and KNE He |
added that they were plansto ,
take them into confidence for |
the larger peace process likely |
tobegin in January. j
When asked how NSCN(I- |
M) could reconcile with groups |
like NSCN(K) — which had
accused it of easing up its de-
mands to the Indian Govern-

ment — Atem said: “One or |

two people can shout. But this
is not the voice of the Naga ;
people. Ninety-nine per centof |
Nagaswantwhatwewant.” |
The group met Naga stu-
dents, government employees |
and MPs today in what a
source within the group called
a “confidence building exer- |
cise with.the community”.
NSCN(I-M) leaders Isak
Chisi Swu and T. Muivah will !
be meeting former Defence
minister George Fernandes. \
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“Ulfa no to

GUWAHATI, Dec. 9. —

The banned United
Liberation Front of Asom
(Ulfa) today ruled out
any chance for it to sit
across the negotiation
table with the govern-
ment of India as a sequel
to the PMO’s reply to lit-
terateur Dr Mamoni
Raisom Goswami’s pro-
posal for peace talks.

In a statement e-mailed
to the media persons
here, the Ulfa comman-
der-in-chief while appre-
ciating Dr Goswami’s
“sincere and courageous
effort” to find a way to
solve the “Assam-India”
conflict, declined to hold
talks with the government
of India as the PMO’s let-
ter did not mention any-
thing about the outfit’s
demand for “sovereign-

The full text of the Ulfa
leaders’s statement is :
“The reply of the Indian
Prime Minister sent by
the Security Adviser in
the PMO to Dr Mamoni
Roisom Goswami’s letter
for peace talks with TTifa

4/«

" cere

her but the peace loving
people of Assam in gen-
eral. However, this is not
surprising to Ulfa. The
reply sent by the Security
Adviser in the Prime
Minister’s office shows
that the Indian Prime
Minister did not even
think it worth to give a
personal reply to the sin-
effort of Dr
Goswami.

“The letter from the
PMO is self-contradictory
and confusing.

It says that the Indian
Prime Minister has not:

put any pre-condition

while offering to hold.

talks with any group who.
are prepared to abjure
the path of violence,
which itself is a pre-con-'
dition. Besides it does not
mention anything about
the core issue of sover-
eignty.

Ulfa has categorlcally
stated that Soverengntyi
should be on the agenda’
for discussion.

“Under the circum-
stances it is simply not
possible for Ulfa to pro-
ceed further for holding
talks. But we once again:

will dlsap‘;%t not only

offer

Y NG -

express our sincere
appreciation to Dr
Goswami for her sincere
and courageous effort in
bringing about a solution
to the Assam-India con-
flict.”

With this statement the
banned outfit which is
suspected to be under
control of the Pakistani
ISI, has watered down all
the hard work put in by
the noted litterateur from
Assam Dr Goswami to
facilitate peace talks.

She had met the Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan
Singh last month with the
proposal and stated that
she found the PM very
concerned and keen to
solve the insurgency
problem in the state.

All along the Ulfa has
been maintaining that the
talks must revolve around
its demand for sovereign-

Ity thereby.

However,the Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan
Singh had in clear terms
stated in Guwahati on 22
November that, “There
should be no doubt in
anybody’s mind about the
reality that Assam is an
integral part of India.” /

~
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THE CENTRE D the National Socialist Coun-
cil of Nagaland (Isak-Muivah) have shown com-
mendable clear-headedness in putting aside
their differences to make possible the meeting
between Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and
Isak Chisi Swu and Thuingaleng Muivah, the
two top leaders of the powerful Naga group. The
meeting served the purpose of breaking the ice
between the United Progressive Alliance Gov-
ernment and the NSCN (I-M), with which New
Delhi has engaged in negotiations since 1998.
Originally scheduled for November, it was in
danger of not taking place at all when the Naga
leaders, who live abroad in self-exile, suddenly
called off their visit expressing their displeasure
with the Centre for “encouraging and facilitat-
ing” the rival Khaplang faction of the NSCN. It
speaks to the importance the Centre attached to
their visit that it exerted itself to persuade Mr.
Swu and Mr. Muivah to make the trip, denying
their accusation and assuring them of the NSCN
(I-M)’s pre-eminent position in the peace nego-
tiations. Evidently, the NSCN (I-M) leaders also
assigned considerable significance to the meet-
ing with Dr. Singh, and decided to come out of
their sulk quickly. From the reiteration by the
Prime Minister and the Naga leaders during
their meeting that “no stone should be left un-
turned to achieve a peaceful solution to the In-
do-Naga conflict”, it is clear both sides
recognise that continuous engagement is the
way forward.

Aside from the meeting with Dr. Singh, the
visit by the two Naga leaders is important for
another reason: Mr. Swu and Mr. Muivah will
also travel to Nagaland, returning home only for
the second time since leaving India in 1967. Al-
though the Centre’s separate ceasefire agree-
ments with the NSCN (I-M) and the NSCN
(Khaplang) have brought peace to the State

\/ FRIDAY DECEMBER 10, 2004

W FOR A BREAKTHROUGH
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since 1997, clashes between the two groups have .
not stopped. At the heart of the problem is the
NSCN (I-M)’s claim to be the sole representative
of the Nagas. The group does enjoy considerable
popularity, but as the strongest of all the armed
groups, it has also often been accused of trying
to enforce its writ on the Naga people through
heavy-handed tactics. It runs a virtual parallel
government in the State, challenging every now
and then the authority of the elected Govern-
ment through its diktats. While it goes about
asserting its supremacy, there are voices in Na-
galand that want the peace process to take on
board all militant and political groups, as only
such inclusiveness can provide a lasting peace
and an enduring solution to Naga demands. The
month-long stay by the Swu-Muivah team in
Nagaland will be watched closely for its impact
on the group’s relations with rivals as well as for
the ability and willingness of the two leaders to !
accommodate the interests of different groups
and political interests in the State.

Most importantly, when the two leaders re-
turn to New Delhi for further talks with the Cen-
tre, they will have a first-hand feel of the
eagerness with which the Naga people await
permanent peace. While it is too much to hope
that this can be achieved in the immediate fu-
ture, the two sides can at least make a concerted
effort to begin talking about substantive political
issues, the most important of which is the de-
mand for a “greater Nagaland” incorporating all
Naga-inhabited areas of the North-East. This is a
sensitive and even explosive issue for the entire
region but the peace process cannot continue
indefinitely without discussions on this or other
political issues. The Swu-Muivah visit to India
provides an opportunity for making a break-
through. Both the Centre and the Naga lead-

10 DEC 2004

ership must take it. //
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No inch of Assam,

Ulfa tells NSCN .«

Nagas never had control oveﬂhe state: Barua

Rahul Karmakar
Guwahati, December 7

THE ULFA has lashed out at
the NSCN concept of
Greater Nagalim, timing its
outburst with the visit of
NSCN top guns Isak Chishi
Swu and Thuingaleng
Muivah for a month-long
visit to India.

The Ulfa criticism of
NSCN’s idea of integration
of all Naga-inhabited areas
of the Northeast and be-
yond has also come in the
wake of the Centre’s offer
for unconditional talks with
the Assamese militant out-
fit “on any issue” except

sovereignty of  Assam,
something the Ulfa is
adamant about.

The offer letter was hand-
ed over a couple of days
back by the PMO to Delhi-
based Assamese writer Indi-
ra Mamoni Goswami, who
had volunteered to be the fa-
cilitator of talks.

In an e-mailed statement,
Ulfa commander-in-chief
Paresh Barua said history
was witness to the fact that
Nagas never had any con-
trol over Assam. He also
claimed Assam was never a
part of India, lambasting
the bid by a couple of histo-
rians in Assam to prove oth-
erwise.

The Ulfa military chief
recounted the 1836 Treaty of
Yandaboo between the
British and the then
Burmese royalty following
which the East India Com-
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Edge of reason

m Ulfa rapped the NSCN
concept of Greater
Nagalim

m Ulfa is against the
NSCN's idea of
integration of all
Naga-inhabited areas of
the N-E and beyond

m The criticism came
after Centre’s offer for
unconditional talks “on
any issue” except
sovereignty of Assam

m Ulfa chief Paresh
Barua said Nagas never
had any control over
Assam

m He said Assam was
never a part of India
Barua criticised some
historians’ contention
over Assam’s identity

pany gained control of the
whole of undivided Assam.
Nagaland, referred to as
Naga Hills, was then a
province of Assam.

Pradip Gogoi, the incar-
cerated vice-chairman of
Ulfa who was presented be-
fore the Tada court here on
Tuesday, was more direct in
attacking the NSCN. “We
will not give even an inch of
Assam to fuel NSCN’s
Greater Nagalim dream,”
he said.

The stand of the Ulfa—it
is close to the Khaplang fac-
tion of the NSCN, a bitter ri-
val of the Isak-Muivah

Q"
o

group—on Assam’s territo-
rial integrity is incidentally
the same as that of the Con-
gress government and polit-
ical rival Asom Gana
Parishad besides the influ-
ential All Assam Students
Union.

Manipur, too, is opposed
to Greater Nagalim that
seeks to bring under one ad-
ministrative umbrella the
Naga-inhabited areas of As-
sam, Arunachal Pradesh,
Manipur and Myanmar be-
sides Nagaland.

The Greater Nagalim is-
sue had led to bloodshed in
Manipur when New Delhi
agreed to extend the
purview of the ceasefire
with NSCN beyond the
boundaries of Nagaland in
July 2001.

The violence forced the
Centre to withdraw the geo-
graphical extension of the
ceasefire.

Meanwhile, the territori-
al tussle entered the schools
in Manipur with the Democ-

ratic Students Alliance of

Manipur pointing out a
“sinister plan” by the
NCERT to distort the histo-
ry of the state in favour of
Nagaland through Hindi
textbooks.

The students’ body re-
sented the “twisting” of Ma-
nipur’s history in the Class
VIII Hindi textbooks pub-
lished by NCERT. The book
refers to freedom fighters
Rani Gaidenliu and Jado-
nang as icons of Nagaland
instead of Manipur.

/
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Manmohan for

* honourable
" solution to,

e

o

Naga problem

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 7. The Prime Min-
ister, Manmohan Singh, favours
a “mutually acceptable and hon-
ourable solution that can ensure
that the Naga people live a life of
peace with dignity and self-re-
spect.”

During his first meeting with
Isak Chishi Swu, chairman, and
Thuingaleng Muivah, general
secretary of the National Social-
ist Council of Nagaland (NSCN-
IM), here today, Dr. Singh said
the Government would make a
“sincere effort to find an honour-
able way out” to the over five-
decade-old Naga problem.

A spokesman of the Prime
Minister’s Office said the Naga
leaders thanked Dr. Singh for his
warm hospitality: “It is a‘mea-
sure of your great wisdom and
we respect that,” they told him.
Seeking an honourable solution,
Mr. Swu and Mr. Muivah said
that “a solution cannot be found
in violence and blood.”

The Naga leaders, accompa-
nied by a five-member delega-
tion, met Dr. Singh for 30
minutes during which several is-
sues on the Naga peace process
came up for discussion.

Working group

Informed sources said that Dr.
Singh offered to set up a “work-
ing group” to talk at length at a
later stage to the NSCN (I-M) del-
egation. The Naga leaders did
not make any demand and both
sides avoided touching upon
controversial issues. “The effort
was to understand each other as
it was their first contact with the
UPA Government at the highest
level,” sources said, adding that
it was Mr. Muivah who came
across as the more articulate of
the two.

The Naga leaders appreciated
Dr. Singh'’s genuine concern and
sincerity and hoped that it would
firmly put the peace process on
track. They had a word of praise
for the Centre’s interlocutor, K.
Padmanabhaiah, who has been
meeting them regularly either in
Thailand or the Netherlands.

Dr. Singh said he would meet
them again after their return
from Nagaland and know more
about their perception of the
problems.

The Naga leaders are sched-
uled to visit Nagaland next week

and stay there till mid-January «
and then return to Delhi to con-
tinue their talks.

Mr. Swu and Mr. Muivah met
the then Prime Minister, Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, and his Deputy,
LK. Advani, last January. Ever
since the ceasefire agreement
was reached with the NSCN(I-M)
in August 1997, it is their second
contact at the highest political
level in Delhi. They met Mr. Vaj-
payee and his predecessor, H.D.
Deve Gowda, abroad on more
than one occasion.

We will work
for peace: Patil

The NSCN (I-M) leaders also
had an hour-long meeting with
the Union Home Minister, Shiv-
raj Patil. Mr. Patil said that it was
an opportunity to get acquainted
with the NSCN (I-M) leadership.
“We did not discuss anything
substantive or controversial. We
will work for peace and make all-
out efforts to create a good atmo-
sphere,” he said. %

Last month, the peace procéss
seemed to have hit a roadblock
as the leaders postponed their
visit to India, charging Central
agencies with “encouraging and
arming their rivals such as the
NSCN (Khaplang) and the Naga
National Council (NNC). After
clarifications and assurances by
Mr. Padmanabhaiah — that the
Government was sincere in con-
tinuing the peace process — they
agreed to change their stand.

M. Patil said the Naga leaders
would also meet Mr. Vajpayee
and the Congress president, So-
nia Gandhi. “I am happy that
they are here at our invitation.
Their visit will help build bonds
of trust and understanding.”

Later, the Naga leaders as-
sured the Centre that “no stone
should be left unturned” to
achieve a peaceful solution.
‘Cordial, optimistic’

A statement later described
the parleys as “cordial and opti-
mistic” and said the leaders
would “strive for an honourable
and mutually acceptable solu-
tion.” Both sides “reaffirmed and
reassured” each other of their
commitment to finding a peace-
ful solution, the statement
signed by V.S. Atem, emissary of
the collective leadership of
NSCN(I-M), said.

Photograph on Page 13
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(Continued from page 1)

will begin once Swu and
Muivah return from their
proposed interactions in
Nagaland. Other meetings
are  scheduled  with
Congress president Mrs
Sonia Gandhi as well as
former Prime Ministers Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee and
Mr PV Narasimha Rao.
_ “They are happy with
the talks and are excited to
be returning, they will
meet a cross-section of
people when they go
home,” said Varengam
Horam, the deputy kilo-
nser (minister) for home
affairs in the NSCN’s
“Government of the
Peoples Republic  of
Nagalim”. Nagalim is a
Naga word for Nagaland.
Christmas is a season of
calm, joy and giving (and
some drunken revelry). as
well as family unions, not
just in Nagaland but across
the hills of the North-east
and beyond. It is poignant
that Swu and his compatri-
ot will be with their larger
families for the first time
in 40 years in Nagaland.
Muivah is, of course, from
across the border, from
the Tangkhul-dominated
district of Ukhrul- in

08 DEC 2004

Manipur. It is unsure if he
will be going home to
Somdal village yet, largely,
as was reported yesterday,
for security reasons.

At their discussions in
Nagaland, Horam said,
“no one in particular will
be excluded or included”,
responding to a question
on whether those dis-
agreeing with the I-M
group would be invited for
talks. He deftly skirted a
query on the possibility of
discussions with their rival
militant factions, the
NSCN-Khaplang and the
Naga National Council.

The challenges of unity
in the Naga militant move-
ment, with the group led
by Muivah easily being the
most powerful, remain
untouched and extremely
sensitive with each group
opposing the other bitter-
ly. A question which is
often asked in Nagaland
and elsewhere in the
North-east is whether a
settlement can be forged
without political unity and
reconciliation among the
Nagas. One group — the
I-M — believes it can.
Others disagree; the dif-
ferences run along politi-
cal and even ethnic lines.

Indeed, this issue and

that of territory — of a
Nagaland or Nagalim that
includes slices of
Arunachal Pradesh,
Manipur and Assam —
remain the most con-
tentious of all. A senior
government official says
that the effort should be to
sort out “the soft issues”
before moving to the hard
ground.

Muivah made his views
clear this morning, “We
know a solution cannot be
found in violence”, while
paying tribute to the Prime
Minister’s “great wisdom”
and also supporting the
role of the government’s
interlocutor, Mr Padman-
abhiah, who has wrestled
with dozens of rounds of
negotiations with the
Nagas abroad and here.

The Prime Minister also
outlined the challenges in
finalizing a settlement: he
was responsible, in a
democracy, to the public
and would have to “take
public opinion into consid-
eration”. He wanted, the
economist-Prime Minister
declared, “the Naga peo-
ple to live with honour”
and pledged that his gov-
ernment would make “sin-
cere efforts” for an hon-
onrable settlement.

THE STATESMAN
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Sanjoy Hazarika in New Delpi- -

|

Dec. 6. — Isak Chisi Swu and Th Muivah,
leaders of the National Socialist Council of
Nagalim (I-M), who arrived in New Delhi
yesterday to hammer out a settlement to
the 50-year-old Naga imbroglio and are
preparing to meet the Prime Minister
tomorrow, have arrived on the wings of
hope, with expectations as well as concerns
high in Nagaland and the North-east.

Dr Singh and home minister Mr Shivraj
Patil will have an opportunity to meet
them, their first face-to-face encounter
with two legendary leaders of an epic
struggle that is the oldest militant move-
- ment in South Asia. The Prime Minister
will be assisted by the Internal Security
Adviser, Mr MK Narayanan, who as for-
mer director of the Intelligence Bureau,
helped craft policy coward the Nagas and
was at one point regarded as a hawk but
now is seen as extremely firm but even-
handed. It’s a tough call for them: the

NSCN-IM leaders Th Muivah and Isak Chisi Swu
arrive at Delhi airport. — PTI

Prime Minister is a captive of the
Constitution, of the Union and answer-
able not just to his party but to the people
and Parliament. There are many things
he can give - just as there are other areas
he may not be able to, even if he is sym-
pathetic and wanted to.

See NAGALAND, page 5

|
I
i
i

07 DEC 2004



S
rUBAMUSTY juexewrey] Aq amiold
TYTa MON UI [BALLIE X191]) UO sad)xoddns ssaxppe
YAl SUSTeSUmILL, pue Mg ISRY) Yes] sIoped] edeN

Alenuep
JO Jo8m PUoI3S 3} Ul TY[R( 01
U.In1ad YeAINJAl PUB NMS J8)Je
Aruo dn uayel aq [[Im Sensst
2ATIUIRISQNS,, SB 0} SI9J31 PN
Y} Jeym U0 SUOISSNISI(]
JIsyjour
oea ydram o} serjruniioddo se
U9as 918 SABP M IX9U 9]} 19A0
TUAWUIRA0S aY] JO SIaquual
Joruas yum s3uneswt s diys
-tapes] (A-D NOSN °UlL
‘Teuuostad £1e)
-Iruresed [eAULd Aq pe3ddjold
asnoy e ul SUIAR]S dJe ‘Yaam
€ 10} TUBJ MeN Ul oq [Im
oUM ‘sIapes] e3eN om) ay ],
‘qny reroJsts
-twoo  spueredeN andewi(
J0J 9ARa] 911 aa0)9q AINYISK
wetelS pue ueypieqg gV
sJopes] Yo pue sefreyynN
gqeueld  JOISIUTW  ddUA)

-9p J9alll 03 pajdadxa OSIe ale
stepes] (W) NOSN ®ulL
MOLIOWO}
wid 9 3e eruog Sutjesul YeAInA
pue nmg Jo ALyqqissod e
SeM 9JaY} ples $90Ino§
‘pres 8y, ‘swmAue asy
199U 03 ApRaI 918 9M\,, "PoIIEME
Al1ades sem 1ypues) eiuos
jusprsaad ssaaduo) YIm
jusunuriodde ue pres wey
‘wd 0g°g1 103 parers st
[1ed YIm Ul 9y, uIe 11
Je Y3UIS 199W 0] Ponpayds aae
A9, TI9ISTUL SWILIJ Y3 JO
UOTIBIIAUL 8] UO SJeIA Auenl
Se Ul BIpUJ 03 31S1A PU0IDS I19Y)
dpew saopeal edeN 8yl
JUSTU 3Se] ATUO PAATT
-l YRAINN pUB NMS asned
-3q Aepo} pedueiae sem diys
-Iopea] reontiod oy} yiim Sut
-jgawr ou pres ‘diysJspes] do}

8,(IN-D NOSN jo A1esstwa [e1d
-ads ayj ST oUm ‘WRIY "SA
‘sans
-ST snotiea jo uondadted a1
-9} Ul S8OUBISJJIP ,, UMOP MOLT
-ey,, 03 pIq B UL MOII0WO} TIjed
(eJATUS Jo3STUTW SWIOY UOTU[)
pue YSui§ UBYOWURN J83
-STUTN] 9WILIJ 199U [[IM ‘SUOT}
-BSTUBEI0 STOLIRA JO SIaqUIDI
pue sjuapnis vSeN wogy uot
-daoaa 3ursnod e o} reyided ay)
Ul paALLIE oym ‘onp Y],
‘pueleseN ur paseq
selreuonIoUNy (- NOSN
Jotuss Joy wstweydns ue
‘ senrioyine awoy,, Sutiastu
Yo maN 01 d1x) a1au} Jo Aep
1813 8y} wads yeanjy Susres
-utny, pue nmg ISty yesy sae
-peol e3eN 19 09(I ‘TYId( MAIN

.%
LS

_ poou JwIoy d3ne3 YEAM]A] ‘NMS

0 7 DEC 2004



‘a0ead 10j staulred 03Ul SSLIeSISAPR
woaj seSeN ay) Sun)aeauod Jo L3913
paaedatd-[am e J0J 9)NINISqNS € 8q J8AdU
ued jses-yliou serpuy yim Surpesp
0] S9UI0 )T UdYM JuaTesdd 0S SUOTIOWS
a[msoy pue Aejd-Jomod aA1SS8188V 2103
193 01 dewrpeou a1qeidadde Ajfennu e
axedaad ueo A8y} I8JoyMm puE ate seSeN
9} JO sisaJgalur alj jeym Ino |InsyY
prmoys £sy3 ‘sxojenjodau ueipuj ay) ioj
SV ;SedeN ayJ S1A-g-SIA BIPU] JO UI80U0D
Arewrad ay) St 1BUM Suotieogau adead
JAISUBUT SULISIUB 8J0JO( SOA[ISUIRY)
JSe pue }0oq s.esing opoum,, Jo jno
Jeal e 9xe) pnoys sedeN ay,l, ‘9oead 10}
uonesopdxs yutof jo Asuanof sty 3ae1s
03 st jutod juelrodwil 8y} I9A9MOYH

‘Jeyaq S,IUR( MaN U0 31813080y
0} $9S00YD ‘Y3UIS URYOWUR 193STUTW
awirad 9y ey sueroniod sy uo puad
-3p plrom yonw pue uoljeurdewry redt
-Hjod snopuaule) pueul
-ap MM aarmbaa prom
1 JIoMaulel) mau syl
pue ss1ous)adwiod  Jjo
UOTSTAIP 3Y ], ASka aq 01
FUr08 JoU ST 198 Jayloue
yim ardoad pojeuatre
10 198 9U0 utoueRyg
"S)SIBUL
ey} 0} [edlwIur st
J191J950) 9Al] 0) sedeN
S JO 2IISOP [eANjeU 2L}
AUM U0SERT POOS MOUS

¢ Aes 11ay) aney
o1 )1 Aq pajoaye
Ajosianpe asoy) 0}
asueyd e aalb 1snw
seale ebeN ayl
jo uoneibajul ayy
10} ssadoud Auy y

3UI0D 0) Se3eN SY) JO 8IISap 8y, "BIPUL
ym puoq asop e 3urdio] 1oy aaniied
-9p Jojurod e se ing fearire jojugod e se
U99S J0U SeMm snbrunuiwod sy} ut seseN
9} Jo ssousjeredss [BO110ISTY JO UOT}
“RULILIJR 91} 13A3MOY] "suoAue Aq paiand
-100 JaASU aJem OoUm s[doad anbrun pue
a1eJedos B Sk SAATESWAY) MES SeSeN 3y}
1oy} pAZIUE008 BIPU] JO JUSWIUINA0S o1}
Jey; ueaul 0] I1 003 Se3eN 8y, ", SeSeN
8yl Jo uonenyis pue A103s1y onbiun,,
3y SuIZIud8008a ‘N0z ‘11 A Uo wep
-19iswy woJdy 9nbrunwwoos

jutof ayy sem ssadoxd aosead

e3eN 8y} 03 sniaduuy Jus] Jey

"] eI TLTUY
10U Sem 9seDd AUe Ul YoTyMm ‘UOTINIIISU0d
Uetpuy a3 Jo JIomaure.] sy 03 Sy{e} sy}
Furwry ut yutod ou sem asy) ‘Surpue)s
-I3pun Jaysq e 3uryoesdt J1oj jey} paziu
-30091 0S[e Y[ MIN
'$1S9.491UT $, BIpU] ULIey
WBTW eyl SUTAUR O
10U pnos £343 ‘payoeal
3Jam JusmIesade ue JI
1B JuaunIuuod e sur
-Ald QSR 109)J9 Ul alom
Ady)  ‘Juswiesase oY)
Joxed e aq 0} pey seaar
egeN e Jo uoneass)
-ut 93 yeyy paziseyduis
Se3eN ol ysnoyiy

AITIUBPL e3eN Jo uor)

pmouys A9ty -— Aes sy

JARY 0] )1 AQ Po1da)Je AToSI8ApR 950U] 0}
JOUBYY B 9AL3 JShWl Seate e3eN oyl
Jo uoflexgalul 3y} J10j ssa00ad Aue “Jop
uonnos Jusueuwliad v 9q 0} A[@yI[un st
219y} ALedoad pafpuey JoU ST 1L J1 -anss|
AYOLY B () [{IM J[9S)1 Seade eSeN Jo uon
“RJIS31Ul 94 ], "Peeye Prod ayi uo

sdwng 1y Jou [[im syjel aoead

RSLN 94} JBY3 SUBSW STY) JO sUo

‘SHIE}
aoved Juinsue 9yl 3urinp AleAnuels
-(INS PISSNISIP 9 0} L[S MOU 8 S[B
-sodoad 9say, ], TYR( MON 0} apeut saey
Ast]) ey spesodoad psiielsp a3yl ysnoays
SIAPRIT NOSN 2yl AQ pojensuowap
Uaa( 0S{E SEY BIPUT JO 1831 81} 01 18S0[0

-09304d 8y} uo Jursnu
-oxduroo jou aytym L[ojededas pageuewt
3 01 1SN0 $3U0 YOIUM pue padeurul
ATutof 8q pmoo $)aslgns Yotym ssno
-STP 03 SUI[IM 3194 SLERN U3 ‘St 1ey} —
SUABDU0D LILINDSS 8 BIPU] JO UONTUS0081
oy} se [[am se IY[a(] maN uim diysuory
-B{aJ daap pUB 3SO[) B 103 911S9p BSeN aU}
poleusis siyy, *, se10usiedwios Jjo Uols
-TAIp,, JO SULIS) U SUTH{E] POLIB)S Se3eN
9l ‘e1puf sta-e-sta uopisod I1ay) suy
-8p 0} 93ensue] awaxXe UIsn Jo peaIsur
‘ysnoayiyeaq eaneyenb jxeu sy ug
“JXol
91 SeM JUSLUIAIZE AAJOSEa) Sl [, '9U0IS
-BTUW JSITJ AUl Sem SIUJ, "SUBIWL [BITIL]
-od y3no.ay) papiies aq 03 ‘enssi [eontjod
B InQ Jeplo pue Me[ JO 8UO Se 10U

urege aduo 3ul

1 (D

ansst edeN ay) pazrudodal eIpuj asned
-3q uedaq Jiasyt ssoooad soead ayy,
EBETY
UaA9s Jse] a3 I9A0 ssaxdoxd Suransean
J0J sYD1ISpIeA [BI0A0S Bde 8101, "SOA[3S
-8y} UT SJUSWIBASIYO®. Jueltodwl adom
A9l UySnoyje ‘SUOISUIXD oI[J-aSE¥ad
fenuue sy} Ul AJeJ9Wl Pajosyjad jou ST
ssaqdoad Jey], ‘ouIl) JI9A0 SY[e} adead
eSeN 9y} Ul apBWl U33q sey ssaidoad

11039 Jutop

Tenue;sqns jng SnOTAQO aq 30U Aeur )]
‘stue dn 9{e) Jou saop seseN
Jo uoyeaauss Jayloue jey) seyuesens ayy
3 pMom auoTe Jey} Jusuws[l}as a[qeano
-uoy ue Suryoeat Aq painsus 3saq aq
T A8y ], "umop wsy 3utop Aq Jo seSeN
81]) 3unjesyd Aq peAtss aq jou pinom
S)seJajul uelpu] AJLINO9S S,RIPUI JOJ
adjueens 1saq oyl ST s)saa9ul €SeN
Sunoanoad ut yey) 3urziudoodaa Ag {Wey)

_ NVHSNHY IVIVHA

ALNIML-ALNIM.

| aN
D @\,r

HdvaoT1aL FHL

UM [esp BIpul prioys usyy moy
‘uoryisod Surjenjodsu Suoxys
® UM BIPUJ 0} 90D ‘910Ja13Y} ‘NMS
pue UBAINJA] "PIIRaId UIA( SeY SUoT}
-enjogau myaoesd o3 assydsounye eIuUaS
100 ¢ pue AJ[edlISeIp umop auos aaey
SSUTI[IY 9UTOAUIIUT — WA} pajlJauaq
Sey a11jesesd au) jey mouy| o[dosd edeN
9L, "SuonezZIued.ao Ae100s [IA10 efeN
Yl AQ USPTIMISPUN UAQ 3ABY S0}
-Jo 90rad J19y L, "J10ddns 1) papoaa jou
aAey sJaAeld ageuuem sWOS JO SPUBWIBD
9]RUOSEAIUN PUR aWAIIXI ‘BATIIdWIOD
Ay, ‘wisyy} Yyim p1oddns Jo [jemspunoas
B 9ARYy NM§ pue  URAIMA
mg ‘rem se ss300ad aoesd jus
-saad oY) Ur JUBPIAS UIB(q SeY ST

"S1S9I93Ul
Pa31saa 1913 310830ad 0) sorad 03 SYI0Iq
-PROI 918aJ) A[9AIIOR 0STe AdY], "SIA[8S
-WAY) JO 8Insun uisy)
oyew 0} 3UIAL) ‘purwt
I8y} ur signop guue
-3.10 £q WBY} 9ZIfIqRISap
0} A1) A[p1eI9qI[9p 90ead
01 pesoddo aae oym
JISOYl puvy  p3usas
umo JIsyl mouy iou
op aoead ajew 03 1dway
-Je OyMm 9S0U] U8l
‘urese Lirunyaoddo
ay) SSTW pruoys eipujy
Jou sedeN 9y J9yj

¢ BSINS pajie} jey)

diysiapes| ebepn

3yl sem i ‘uajlsij
o1 Buljum sem diys
-lapeaj| uelpuj ayy
pue jybis sem awiy
ayl ybnoy) uang y

$00¢ 230 30

-01331 Ul pue ‘Uell poulillislap © Sem
esIng "wiy payrej jey; diystapes] edeN
93 SeM T ‘UIIST] 0} SUrfIm sem diys
-Iapes] uelpu] 9y} pue JUSLI Sem auT} oU3
y3noy) uass pue walqod eSeN au3 Jo
X112 9} PIZIUS0Ja. 1SASMOY ‘Pey ol
"aU9IS
3y} WwoJy maapyiim Apetnb esing 310}
-J9 STY UM pasisyad oy Ji sedousnbasuoo
AIIP JO 0Z1YJ A18Ue Ue AqQ paUIEMm Sem
8 "Wy aJojeq uonmios pasodoad sty ind
pue ansst e3eN a4} 21119S 0} Apead sem
Typued eIrpuj yey; oziyd ndeyz urrojur
0] UOpuorT 01 Papasooad Usy} esmng
. W_fqoad ou ST 2191} Uay,L,,
‘wiry pro} Apjusaedde [ypues) expuy , .4
-LINJ3S S, BIPUL 0} 9ALISUSS a.1am sedeN
Ay} JLIeUM,, ‘PTes eSING STy} 0 . BIpU]
Jo Ananodes ey, ‘patidsr Apuaded
-de 9Yg 'Sem seSeN aU} S10-p-S1a UIIU0D
Arewirad Jay jeym Jo1] payse pue J193st
-utw swrtad swedsq ays
uayM  [ypuen elpuj
0] Juam J19je] BSING 1y}
1T sey puaga] edeN
‘11 JO owey
suniou  A[eleuniio}
-un jng Wiy Aq paouia
-0 Ussq pey SJepes]
8SA.I3U0)) Y] Jey) paut
-Te[o esing ‘sedeN oyl
v §uteq 1saa ay) pue
2IJU)) 213 IIM PaIeys
Juteq ssrouaeduwiod Loy

-[9N ABpol Jaxewadead
Jo [0l 3y} 0} yeAm S10uf),, paynd
-8Jed ey AJ0ISTH "PIeM.Io] Aem B Paap
-UT Sem 31 JeY) SWIRD Mou 3y ing ‘fesod
-0.1d S BSING 38.10PUS JOU S80D YBAINIA
ensstedeN
ay1 03 yoeoddde 1934100 33 pey 9H “IySL1
Sem esing a[otl) Jey) szijead [ Aepol ing
‘wry Surdders a1 183 usyo 1 jey} Wiy
YIM AX3UR 0S 193 03 pasn |, 'Pres aouo
Ol Wity yirw Axdue Aaea Sures oy sy
-pe pue stesodoad s esing 01 pasoddo sem
URATHIA U31S3UNOA B S aSe[[1a sures
JY) WO W) YA pue BSING
HeAA
SuaresuIny L, ‘eIpul Yitm odead Sulyaes
uosaad paurwasiap Jeyloue uo 1eduwr
snopuawa) B pey aARY 01 SWaas 30ads

YOOUy SOWO00 0B v -

Ym diysuonelad peie
-Jopaj k pasodoad pey 9y "UOTIN{OS B 1JIm
wayl 01 wam ‘esing sunssuny andiu
-EJA I9INQ oY JuswelTed Jo JaquiaWl
BSeN B Uaym 1 passtul deqaud ‘N'(}
apisaxd $s3a8U6)) UaY) oL} pue Jueg
yqejieg puiaoy) ‘naysN [epeyemep
"Passtul 3q Jou
pmoys Suniioddo sy swin Sy L, “utese
90U0 8100 N0 JB 3UIYD0Uy Sultod sey
aoead ‘mmg WS sy ‘uoryeziuesio
AU JO UBULITRYD oY) UIM SUO[e JISIA STY
UYIM .. U830 J00P INOA 1B SUTDOUY 9t0D
10U $90p adkad.. '‘GUlAeRS 0}
UBALS ST (URAINN-YES]) puB]
-eSRN JO [10UN0Y) ISI[RII0G [B
-UOUBN oY) JO AI10.009S [R.13
-UaS 3 "URAMN Suaesumy
\ o
m / 7



|
‘
|
|
|

("erpay
% S9IMEdJ PIOMSPION, 101pT S110YINp Y] )

"§JSLIN0} 10§ Joudew Jofew
® J{ 9yBW PUE IN[BA OLIOISIY S} 20UBUD 130q
T4 YOTYA YSTIGRISD 9] PINOYS ‘At 1 UOS
Teads e g ‘wmasni e pue A10f3 [eur3Lio s
03 B3uEy] 9101531 ISNW BIPU] JO AoAING [eOI30]
-09RUOIY Ay ‘snieys syl am Surdooy ug

“WISI[eIuo[0d surede 1y3y oy} Jo
ued se painouoy aq os[e pinoys ‘eipuayay,
ng Afedadse ‘sundiuejy sy Aq ysiug oy)
surede opieq 2yl -eouepodull jeuoneu jo
2y1s 93e11I0Y B SB pauIeiurewl aq 03 st 1oJ oyl
T Aejap Aue 1noyyMm 2uop 2q PINOYS SIY L,

“mdiuey woy suosiad pajoadsal
pue saInJy feINI[No ‘SUBLIOISIY PN{oUl p[noys
yonym isna) e Jopun paoeld 9q Isnwr oS
QIMUS 9 ‘SISOI)UT PIAJSAA PUE JUIWYIBOIIUD
Jo oog 1 doay pue eSuey] aa1asaid of
“yem Lndiuey-o[3try oY) pue A10)S1Y 19O
Sunoidop soseaueo oie] pajured sey ‘oeys
ap jo snae judurword e ‘euesyferpuey)
rewny fey -uononnsep Ivyl 2lo0joq HOJ
3y} pue sa[dwa) 9y jo seydlays pue syderFo)
-oyd pepnpul sey oum eIpUBYIRYY wel
-SuoynoyiSurN Joid st way) Fuoury ‘e[3ues|
JUSWINOOP PUE [2IBISI 0] SIPBIIP 953Y] 1940

~ Yed[duey QI yorq e[sue

oM 1B U29q 2aeY $2INFy JO Jequinu
‘uoleNeq
WUV Ue pasnoy os[e pue ‘Soj1y Wessy ‘afuey]
andiuejy oy jo siopenbpedy ay) jo uon
-B30] 9} dwedaq 1t ‘souspuadapu] 19y pue
asoueder ay3 1sutede suonesado patyy jo qny
B Sem 11 ‘I JeAy POy Jo uSiedures euung
oy} Suung AWy oyl AQ POIAdJO 0I0f
Areyru-ered 3s1y A194 U3 SB WAY) Aq pastel
‘Sopjiy] WIesSy JO UOHENERq B 1SB9| I8 asnoy
01 SSuIp[ing poIdILISUCD pue eale 2defed
amud sy} pawdnooo ysiug 9yl xodwoo
S} WOI) ABME SXIIDWO[D] B IN0YE 1038] [INGal
sem o[dwa] 1fepuinon) oy
‘SpUUN) 9yl B JO pafess
pue oiduio) a3 “10J Ayl JO
sped o8re] pasonsop ‘Aoe
-woxdns 1oy} ysygeiss pue
SO 9yl Qlelruny o}

PIq 12y ur yspug L
*asTIoY
-pxens e yum o3ed aarssaxd
-1 Ue s xopdwoo a0
a1 Jo Sfuep pue afejuoy
$31 SUOle URI YoIym JBOW ©
£Q 0S 210W SpEW U0 Jqep
-[ULIOJ & SBM 110] 9], "19Al1
o) ssore uase adedssd

‘104 ejfuey ‘sjen) g
UIBISaM AU} Jo uoissaiduil sisile uy

puB UONEOIUNUWIWOdIAUI 10} SYIUAIqe]
puE ‘sfouun] Jo JIomMIaU B pey I Se UONINIS
002 st ojut Juam Furuued Jo jo1 v "Iomod
10H9JA] JO 1eas [elodway se [jom se [emuids
ay) seam e[3uey ‘Qv €€ Ul I[Inq Uaaq aAey
01 pasalfeg nfeipuayi] Jig 1o1e poureu oid
-] Iof[ewWS B pey os[e 3] 'Hoj © pue (puod)
wipynd pasoes e i ojdwap 1fepunaon
[euiuo oyl pasudwiod )] -oweU Owes
) ynm I0Al Y3 apisSuore pue ‘eyduy jo
fendes undiuepy 2y3 Jo ey ay3 Ul paIedo] S1
xo[dwoo e[3uey TemSueidar Juop-afwu oy,
"PaJsIsal 3saWesSy oY) pue Agfea ndiuepy
Ul Ul SIS Yl SuOWE SIJIABUSTEA
younels ‘uoi§al AIIUS Ay} 1ISAUCD 0}
1SE2-YLION 9y} 03Ul SUCHIBUILIOUIP [ JO Sat
-JBUOISSILI UBHSLIYD) JUIS YSHLIG 9} USUYA
-own Y3no) e waty 2Ae3 ‘(AjoLrea Ans Jo
ures3 o31e| ) 20U [e00] sandiuepy Jo Modxa
Y1 JO ONSSI Y} I9A0 YSHLI
suiede  payoune|
‘le] dny peweu juow
-OAOW  S.USWIOM  [OJION
® ‘rem Siy} 210jog -e[Sueyy
ansoddo 3snl (prag ofod)
FunqualBuey ayy wr ysnug
oy} Aq paSuey Apiqnd
d1om ‘[eSuey], pue Iseqe
-ferg euoeq ‘nlerpuodry
Iig  Apweu  ‘sjerousd
IONQJA 221y} Iaye A[uo
1681 Ul P3pus ‘umouy 3q
0] sured 31 se ‘yem Lndruejy
-0[Suy Apoo[q oYL 'sio)

-I9N °y3 Suinpgns nom Indiuejy Xouue
01 9]qe 9q 10U P[NOM A3} Jey} Pasi[eal YsHLg
oy} uaym padueyo uoos diysuonear oy,
"uor3al y3f1o pue
npieys ay) u A[peroadss ‘ueispied Jo seare Jon
-uoJj 2y} ur peAe|d osye st awred oy, "(paared
S [leq 3y} yorym woy ‘uerd ooquieq py3
O 1001 Y3 sueows ‘pakerd sem Swied sefruns e
a10UM ‘yaeperT Jo a§endue (600 U1 WY YOIYM
‘mmnd woxy paauep) ojod sweu oy; I oAed
pue swred siy) pagIpow pey 43U sOS8T Y3 Jo
pua a3 4q pue passaxdur oxom ysnug sy
"PopuaIXs wopFury
IOUAl Y} QIOUYM 0} “Som-INoS S Wessy
ur Jeyoe)) ut (Jreq pue yous Jo sures v sueotu
12{8uvy pue 3sioy suesu joSps) 12fSuey j0Jeg
Jo owed e ssowym 0] ‘gSIG IUDRIpURYD)
efereyely ‘ndiuejy Jo Jo[u U9yl oy) 4Aq
PIYIAUL SI9M YSBLIY 3y} ‘SOS8T U3 U] “umowy
sem wopSury undiuepy 2y se ‘YedrsjSuey
jo oidoad oy) pue eSuey jo A1oisiy
ot 1e asdum(3 e 93e] 01 JUBAS[AI 3q [[IM I
-mdiuepyy
JO  AQUNUIWOd JUBUIWIOP Y} ‘SIS
oy Jo apud uny ay3 Surdensse ur Aem Suoj e
08 pinoys uoIsIap aY3 Jo ALoele pue AUOWS
-120 [0y 9t} Je 9ouasald ST "sapedop Jrey
& pue 2y ised oy ur pajuswodu 1949U Inq
u9yo 00} apew asfwold e pafyny YW
ueyowuRpy IoISIIN ownl ‘Indiuejy
01 xoidwpo eSuey] oy 1940 Fuipuey N

0 4 DEC 2008



N4

-

v

7 —

ﬁ/q&qu
THE DECISION BY the two leaders of the Na-
tional Socialist Council of Nagalim (Isak-Mui-
vah) to cancel their visit to India is a
disappointing development for the Naga peace
process. The self-exiled Isak Chisi Swu and
Thuingaleng Muivah were to have travelled to
New Delhi in the last week of November follow-
ing an invitation from the Centre to meet mem-
bers of the United Progressive - Alliance
Government. Their acceptance of the invitation
was by itself a significant step forward in the
seven-year-old process. Aside from one visit by
- the two to New Delhi in January 2003 to hold
talks with the National Democratic Alliance Gov-
ernment, the group has not deviated from its
stand that it would negotiate with the Indian
Government only in a “third country.” Following
the UPA victory, the new coalition Government
was keen to convey to the Naga leaders the
message that the peace process set in motion by
its predecessor would continue. It quickly held
two rounds of talks in Bangkok. The Isak-Muivah
visit would have, in turn, signalled that the lead-
ership of the NSCN (I-M) reposed trust in the
new dispensation at the Centre. But the coming
apart of this carefully choreographed two-step
arrangement over accusations by the group that
New Delhi is “encouraging and facilitating” the
rival Khaplang faction of the NSCN, and arming
other Naga groups ~— the reasons adduced by
the two leaders for calling off the wvisit — shows
how tenuous the process remains despite years
of engagement between the two sides,

The setback also highlights the absence of '

substantive progress in the Naga peace process.
The NSCN (I-M) and the Centre, through its
representative, former Home Secretary K. Pad-
manabiah, have held several réunds of talks irt

various world capitals sirice 1998. While Very

little of what has happened in these.talks is in
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the public domain, it is clear they have not yet
approached the core issues, the most important
of which is the NSCN (I-M) demand for a “greater
Nagaland” that will integrate all Naga-inhabited
areas including those falling in the neighbouring
States of Manipur, Assam, and Arunachal Pra-
desh. As the 2001 incidents in Manipur showed,
this is an extremely inflammable issue in the
entire region. Nonetheless, there is no escape
from tackling this beast if the ongoing process is
to move towards finding a lasting peace in Naga-
land. A ceasefire has been in place since the
process started in 1997, and thus far, remains its
main and most notable achievement. There can
be no taking away from this. As a result, Naga-
land is today one of the most peaceful States in
the Northeast and the side that ventures to break
the truce risks alienating the Naga people. On the
other hand, the longer the peace process contin-
ues without any tangible breakthrough, the grea-
ter the build-up of pressure on the ceasefire.
What recent developments make clear is that
the two sides still need to travel some distance in
building mutual trust and confidence. Right from
the start, the Cerntre did well to acknowledge the
NSCN (I-M) as the most powerful group in Naga-
land and begin talks with it. While it is sensible
for New Delhi to keep the other groups on board,
it must not estrange the NSCN (I-M) without
which a peace deal in Nagaland is impossible. At
the same -time, the Isak-Muivah leadership,
which has shown some sobriety in its dealings
with the Centre thus far, needs to recognise that
its predominant status does not mean it is the
sole representative of the Nagas. Without wasting
too much time, the two sides must iron out these
irritants quickly so that they can get on with the
task of dealinig with the bigger issues that are
weighing down thé pracess. The upstanding peo-
ple of Nagaland deserve this much and moy
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QCQ) Ulfa could even lose referendum ~ %\w

Except for a handful of Ulfa hardcore elements, no one'¢lse
talks of sovereignty and plebiscite anymore. Apparently
unnerved by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh ruling out
discussion on sovereignty, Ulfa chairman Arabinda
Rajkhowa wants Delhi to hold a plebiscite. But before
reviving the demand, he should have carefully assessed the
prevailing situation and the people’s mood. He cannot be
unaware that public opinion has tilted against the outfit and
whatever little sympathy it enjoyed has all but disappeared
after the Dhemaji Independence Day outrage that claimed 13
innocents, including women and children. Even the powerful
All Assam Students’ Union, of which Ulfa is an offshoot,
condemned the carnage in no uncertain terms and reasserted
its faith in the Constitution. The patience of Assam’s middle-
class, Ulfa’s main support, is wearing thin.

The new development dashes Jnanpith Award winner Ma-
moni Goswami’s hope of bringing the two sides to the nego-
tiating table. She has been trying to play facilitator after self-
styled Ulfa commander-in-chief Paresh Baruah roped her in
and she strongly feels a breakthrough must involve both sides
adopting a conciliatory attitude without preconditions. But
this is easier said than done. Ulfa has already spurned the
idea of a ceasefire but remains in two minds-since it is merely
dancing to the tune of its foreign agents without whose mate-
rial support it has long abandoned its “worthy” ideological
commitments. What keeps Ulfa bigwigs away is the cash
windfall and ostentatious life they enjoy in a country inimical
to India. However much distance might lend enchantment to
Ulfa’s view, there really is no alternative to dialogue. Uncon-
ditional talks could provide the starting point.
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‘Goswami middle path

to please Cent

)

HT Correspondent
Guwahati, November 28

JNANPITH AWARD winner
Indira Goswami on Sunday
said she was trying to dilute
the word ‘sovereignty’ in her
own appeal to Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh so that it be-
comes acceptable to both the
government and the Ulfa.

Assam could not attain sov-
ereignty but the issue must be
discussed to bring the Ulfa to
the negotiating table and to
know their other demands,
she said. The writer was still
hopetul of a positive outcome
of her efforts to bring the Ulfa
to the negotiating table.

The proposed talks had
made some headway but got
struck over the Ulfa’s demand
for inclusion of ‘sovereignty’
as a precondition. During his
recent visit to the state, the
Prime Minister had an-
nounced there would be no
talk on ‘sovereignty’. But, Ulfa
C-in-C Paresh Barua is stick-
ing to the ‘sovereignty’ issue.

“So I am trying to dilute the
word ‘sovereignty’ in my own

W\

Indira Goswami
Caution’s the word

appeal to Prime Minister,
which may be acceptable to
both the Government and the
Ulfa”, Goswami said.

The government can ask the
militants why they want sov-
ereignty and as the discus-
sions proceed their other de-
mands will become transpar-
ent and if these can be fulfilled
then other issues “might be
compromised”, she said.

“T am optimistic about the

N5

re, Ulta

outcome of my efforts,” Gos-
wami said, adding that the
Prime Minister had assured
her to wipe out blood from As-
sam during his tenure. The
PM’s Chief Security Advisor
too had shown keen interest in
the matter and, “I feel that the
government will not back
down at this stage”.

On the series of blasts trig-
gered by the Ulfa last Thurs-
day, Goswami said it was in re-
action to the Prime Minister’s
statement that sovereignty
could not be discussed.

She had talked to Ulfa lead-
ers after the blasts. They con-
veyed to her that the Prime
Minister’s statement indicated
that talks could not be held.
But, “I urged them to restrain
their cadres and wait till the
Prime Minister replies to the
issue of sovereignty men-
tioned in my appeal to him”,
Goswami said. Holding talks
was a delicate issue and all
concerned must proceed in a .
cautious manner, she said. As-
ked what made her take up the
initiative of bringing the mili-
tants for dialogues, she said.



UNLF r1dlcules Manmohan
offeﬂo replace "AFSP Act

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE &‘

IMPHAL, Nov. 27. — The
United National Liberation
Front, one of the major mili-
tant groups of Manipur, has
ridiculed Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh’s offer to
replace the Armed Forces
Special Powers Act with a
law having a “human face,”
saying that such an idea
would be self-contradictory.

In a statement issued on its
40th anniversary, the UN-
LF’s central committee said
it is not possible to give any
repressive act a human face.
Even if the AFSPA is re-
pealed, another act in a new
form with certain cosmetic
touches will be enacted. It is
also naive to believe that the
atrocities committed by the
government and armed for-
ces would cease once AFSPA
is repealed.

It also pointed out that as
long as “the Indian colonial
rule is not rooted out”, re-
pression will continue. Stat-

1ng that people’s agitation
against Indian atrocities
have been goiug on for 40
years, it hailed the role of
mothers who had played a
pivotal role in transforming
the agitation against the AF-
SPA into a popular move-
ment.,

It also saluted Pebam Chit-
taranjan who had immolated
himself, Memita Devi, who
was killed in a police crack-
down, Manipur Forward
Youth Front volunteers who
had attempted self-immola-
tion and Irom Sharmila, who
has been fighting a lone bat-
tle against the AFSPA.

" Stating that the “atrocities
by the “Indian occupation
force” (read Army) is no lon-
ger a closed-door affair and
even well-known to the inter-
national community, particu-
larly the United Nations, the
statement said: “We have
taken up arms as the last re-
sort to protect our nation and
regain our independence. If
the United Nations inter-

venes to bring an end to the
armed conflict, we are pre-
pared to lay down arms, The
UNLF also firmly believes in
world peace and would work
to bring peace in this part of
the world”.

The statement claimed that
its Manipur People’s Army
has been engaged in fierce
battles with security forces
after the latter launched at-
tacks on its bases. During
these encounters, the MPA
killed 20 security personnel
including one major and a
lieutenant while more than
35 were wounded. It lost only
one fighter to the security
forces while two others were
wounded. Three MPA fight-
ers lost their lives by stepping
into their booby trap. The
UNLF is still in control of its
bases, the statement said.

Giving a call for a united
struggle, the UNLF sugges-
ted that a “national revoluti-
onary  government”  be
formed to help Manipur gain
independence from India.
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“Rebuffed Ulfa
in attack mode

Six injured in Assam blasts

\\
anh had left the state without
aking any formal announce-

WY
HTC/Agencies
Guwahati, November 25

JUST THREE days after Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh left
Assam after dismissing the
Ulfa’s demand for inclusion of
‘sovereignty’ as a precondition
for talks with the Centre, six
persons were injured in three
different incidents of blast in
Upper Assam district of Dibru-
garh, Tinsukia and Laximpur.

Assam Police said the Unit-
ed Liberation Front of Assam
(Ulfa) was behind the blasts
that took place on Thursday
evening.

The first incident occurred
at about 5 pm on Thursday at
Dhakuwakhana police station,
where suspected Ulfa men
lobbed a powerful hand-
grenade. According to state po-
lice control, no was injured in
the blast, but parts of the po-
lice station were damaged.

Just an hour later, Ulfa
cadres lobbed a hand-grenade
at a post-office in Dibrugarh
district. The grenade exploded
near a bus belonging to the Air
Force. Four persons were criti-
cally injured and the rear por-
tion of the bus was damaged.

At 7pm, Ulfa cadres trig-
gered a blast at a gas pipeline at
Bordubi, in Tinsukia district.
The police said two persons
were injured in the blast and
the gas pipeline was totally
damaged. Three days earlier,
Prime Minister Manmohan

N\

ment on talks with the Ulfa.
Manmohan Singh had dis-
missed the banned outfit's de-
mand for inclusion of ‘sover-
eignty’ as a precondition for
talks between the Ulfa and Cen-
tre. The Ulfa had earlier an-
nounced they would sit with
the Centre if the issue of ‘sov-
ereignty’ was made a precondi-
tion for talks.

The initial groundwork for
the talks was laid at the initia-
tive of Jnanapith award win-
ner and Assamese author Ma-
moni Roysom-Goswami.

In the past two days, Assam
Police intercepted the Ulfa
commander-in-chief’s  mes-
sage, where he asked his
cadres that they should be pre-
pared to make a storm (‘Dhu-
muha ananiboloi sajau thaka’).

Meanwhile, Assam Chief
Minister Tarun Gogoi reiterat-
ed on Thursday that the sover-
eignty of Assam was not nego-
tiable, even though the Centre
was prepared to sort out any
other issues bothering the pro-
scribed Ulfa.

“We've taken a vow to pro-
tect the sovereignty of the
country. Sovereignty is not ne-
gotiable”, Gogoi told.

Stating that he wanted the
peace talks with the Ulfa to go
forward, Gogoi said every in-
surgent outfit was welcome for
talks to settle their problemn
through negotiation.
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Press Trust of India >

IMPHAL, Nov. 21. —
Manipur chief minister Mr
O Ibobi Singh today said
Prime Minister Dr Man-
mohan Singh had agreed to
sanction an economic pack-
age covering various proj-
ects in the state worth
Rs 2,777.68 crore.

In a statement issued af-
ter the the Prime Minister’s
departure, the chief minis-
ter said the Manipur gov-
ernment was expressing its
sincere gratitude to Dr
Singh for agreeing to sanc-
tion the amount.

He said the projects in-
cluded Jiribam-Tupul rail-
way line (Rs 727 crore),
construction of a new state
capital complex (Rs 31
crore), Loktak downstream
hydro-electric project (Rs
659.36 crore), clectrifica-
tion of 477 tribal villages
(Rs 200 crore), upgrading
Manipur University into a
Central University (Rs
75.96 crore) and a special
employment general pro-
gramme (Rs 15 crore).

Mr Singh said that in ad-
dition to these projects, the
Centre would also consider
providing some financial
assistance for a flood con-
trol project based on the re-
port of the task force con-
stituted for Assam and
neighbouring states.

The chief minister said
the state government and
the people of the state have

expr%ss%( eir sincere

ur t0o,
Communication

o improve

GUWAHATI, Nov. 21. — Dr
Manmohan Singh today said
that his government would
improve communication in th
North-East to make the reg-
ion more developed. Giving
away Srimanta Sankardeva
awards at a function at the
Machkhowa cultural complex
here, Dr Singh lamented that
the N-E region had suffered
due to poor communication.
“In course of my tenure, the
North-East will be connected
more efficiently with the rest
of the country as the region
badly needs better road, rail,
air and telecommunication
link,” Dr Singh said. “ltis a
pity we have not reached the
level of connectivity in the N-
E states in comparison to
other areas,” he said. — PTI

gratitude to Dr Manmohan
Singh for visiting Manipur
and extending wholeheart-
ed support to the state in its
efforts to usher in socio-
economic development and
stability on the law and or-
der front.

Mr Ibobi Singh said that
it was because of the inter-
vention of the Prime Minis-
ter himself, and his under-
standing of the feelings of
Manipuris that the Kangla
Fort could be handed over
to the state after a gap of
several decades. The fort
was under the Army since

Independence. //
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/Manmohan hands over
fort, denies key demand

AN PTI

Ve (*Cé\w\/‘"

Vishal Thapar ﬁ WM
Imphal, November 20

JUST AS he had done in Kashmir, Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh today tried to
assuage public sentiment in Manipur
against perceived excesses by the securi-
ty forces, and then pushed a similar de-
velopment-oriented peace package for the
troubled north-eastern state.

The highlight of the Prime Minister’s
visit was the symbolic handover of the
Kangla Fort by the Assam Rifles to the
people of Manipur. The alleged rape and
murder of a suspected rebel, Manorama
Devi, by Assam Rifles personnel based at
Kangla in July had convulsed the Ma-
nipur Valley A group of elderly women
had staged a spontaneous nude protest
before the fort on July 15, drawing na-
tional attention.

The Kangla Fort, the traditional seat of
Manipuri power from where the Meitei
kings had ruled the state for centuries,
was described by Manmohan Singh as
“the nucleus of the Manipur state”. It has
been occupied by the military — first
British and then Indian —- continuously
since the 1891 subjugation of the Ma-
nipur monarchy by the British.

Just as he had stood his ground
against the hardliners in Kashmir, the

2 1 NOV 2004
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The Assam Rifles DG hands over the keys
of the Kangla Fort to the Manipur chief
minister as the Prime Minister looks on.

Prime Minister did not capitulate to the
demand by disaffected groups here that
the Armed Forces Special Powers Act be
withdrawn from Manipur.

“I sympathise with the legitimate as-
pirations of the people of Manipur,”
Singh said. “There are also the impera-
tives of national security. To strike a
balance, we have set up a committee to
review the provisions of the Act.” With-
in six months, the committee will sug-
gest checks and balances in the Act or
its replacement by a “more humane
law”, he said.

# More reports on Page 4
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‘PM in the NEV:Vlight\,/ heat & dust
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Manipur chief minister toobi

Singh along with ministers inspect the Royal Palace, Imphal, prior to

the Prime Minister's visit. — Eastern Projections

XCEPT for a seeming rift

within the ranks of the Apunba

Lup, with a section of it unhap-

py at not being made a direct
part of the negotiation process, every
other preparation for the Prime Min-
ister, Dr Manmohan Singh’s visit to
Manipur seems on a smooth track.
Some organisations have even declared
a freeze of all agitations marked on
their annual calendar of blockades and
bandhs in view of the Prime Minister’s
visit.

The air is filled with expectation,
especially after the unexpected warmth
of the meeting between the Apunba
Lup and the Prime Minister at his Race
Course residence in New Delhi two
weeks ago.

This is welcome for there is too much
steam trapped in the Manipur pressure
cooker. The unarticulated acknowl-
edgement now is that it is time for the
people to take courage and lift the lid
to ease the pressure continually buil-
ding up inside the society. It is note-
worthy that even a resolution drawn up
by the Apunba Lup in its convention on
17 November ended on a positive note.
In its condemnation of the Armed For-
ces Special Powers Act, what was con-
spicuous by its absence was the familiar
tone of bitterness. It also showed flexi-
bility on the question of a replacement
for the Act. But it also urged speedy im-
plementation of promises on these
issues.

The only thing that can sour this at-
mosphere of optimism is insincerity on
the part of the Central government.
This has happened many times before.
For instance, the promise to de-garri-
son the sacred Kangla Fort have been
broken several times by New Delhi, not
bothered that each broken promise
resulted in the accumulation of a
residue of gall.

The Apunba Lup must also keep in
mind that while it is perfectly legitimate
for it to continue to demand the total
repeal of the AFSPA, it will be this
legitimacy it will be surrendering if it
shuts the doors of negotiation, and that
too at the highest level. It is true that a

THE STATESMAN

lot of extreme and irretrievable events
have occurred in the heat of the public
agitation against the draconian Act.

A young man sacrificed his life,
respectable ladies disrobed themselves
in public, thousands ended up injured,
one fatally, one gutsy young lady has
been refusing food for the last five
years... All these for the cause of having
the AFSPA removed. This is not all.
For although not as passionately or half
as consistently, there have also been

By Bijay Sankar Bora

HERE  nothing
‘N/ happens at the
right time, pace or

direction, different emo-
tions — frustration, anger
and desperation - boil and
when the opportunity pre-
sents itself, these pent up
emotions explode.

That is exactly what is
happening in Assam on the
eve of the visit of Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan
Singh who as a Rajya Sabha
MP from the state kindled
hopes for a focus from the
Centre to solve some of its
problems. A number of
political and non-political
organisations are gearing
up to register protests
before Dr Singh who is
coming to flag off the Indo-
Asean car rally on 22 Nov-
ember, a unique event for
the region.

This is typical of a state
where parties and organisa-
tions are in the habit of cre-
ating a negative atmosphere
in the run-up to a big occa-
sion, thereby not giving
ordinary people an oppor-
tunity to form their own
opinion.

protests in the neighbouring states, par- The car rally has whipped
ticularly  Naga- up opti-
land. mism in

The incessant 0 pe ﬂ f() rum the reg-
torrent of protests ion’s
softened the W Ml trade and
known stance of even those in the high- commerce circles, which
est office of power, and this is a no have been demanding

mean achievement. The Apunba Lup
must not forsake this goodwill. The
radical phase of the agitation has done
its best by preparing the grounds for
diplomacy. From here on, it must be
skilful and honest politics must take
over.

The rational discourse from this
point must be on whether the situation
is ripe for a total demilitarisation of
civil spheres, or if there should be room
for the civil administration to seek mil-
itary assistance under an Act, which
isn’t lax about human rights violation as
the AFSPA is.

Let the fact not be forgotten that
insurgency itself is military in nature. It
is also an unwritten law that any nation
state would respond militarily to chal-
lenge it. Hence, if there is to be no
compromise on the demand for
absolute demilitarisation of civil space,
it must work both ways. This can hap-
pen under two circumstances.

One, in the event of a resolution of
the core issue of insurgency; two, if
there’s a conditional cessation of hostil-
ities as in a cease-fire. Hope for the ear-
lier, though ideal, is dim at the
moment, but the second condition is
something that can be given a serious
thought by all, particularly the Apunba
Lup.

(The author is editor, The Imphal Free
Press.)

opening up of the North-
east for official trade with
neighbouring nations like
Myanmar, Bangladesh and
China. The rally is being or-
ganised by the
Confederation of Indian
Industry and the ministry of
external affairs to drive

home the point to India that
its North-east is well con-
nected by land routes with
the South-east Asian coun-
tries and that advantage can
be exploited for mutual eco-
nomic benefit.

If the purpose of holding
the rally is achieved, it is the
North-east which will bene-
fit most in the form of
growth in tourism and infra-
structure sectors in the long
run. At least, that js the
impression given by those
sponsoring it.

“What we need most is
the exposure to internation-
al trading,” says Abhijit
Barooah, a leading entre-
preneur and an executive
member of FICCL “If it
becomes a reality, trucks
carrying goods from main-
land India will pass through
the region to destinations in
Asean countries; it will also
spur people here to take ad-
vantage of the opportuni-
ty.” Barooah says trading
could be the first step to
establishing manufacturing
units in the region. “We
must view the car rally posi-
tively,” he insists.

However, the All Assam
Students Union believes
that a single international
car rally can’t trigger devel-
opment in the state which, it
says, would have been much
better off had the Centre
and the state implemented
the economic clauses of the
1985 Assam Accord which
ended years of agitation
over the problem of illegal
migration from Bangladesh.

Aasu  had planned
protests before Dr Singh
because the Centre is con-
tinuing with the controver-
sial  Illegal  Migrants
Determination by Tribunal
Act, 1983, a lopsided law
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which protects migrants and:
which, Aasu claims, also,
shields  “Pakistani ISI:
agents active in the region.”:
However, following
assurances on talks within a
month to review implemen--
tation of Assam Accord
clauses including the one
related to the IMDT Act,
Aasu called off its protest.
on Friday. i
But beyond the thunder
and dust of the rally, the rul~
ing Congress Party and its,
chief minister Tarun Gogoi
are expecting Dr Singh to
make an announcement on-
a possible peace initiative
with regard to the banned
National Democratic Front
of Bodoland and the United’
Liberation Front of Asom,
especially as the latter has
been making conciliatory
noises through the writer
Indira Raisom Goswami.
The Bharatiya Janata
Party unit in Assam, oblivi-
ous of the fact that the idea
of an Asean car rally was,
conceptualised while Atal
Behari Vajpayee was Prime;
Minister, has decided to
stage a dharna on the eve of:
the rally. The regional
Asom Gana Parishad, after:
some usual indecisiveness}
finally came out in support;
of a protest.
The state government has:
made an all out effort to,
make the car rally a success:
In his bid to dissuade agita-:
tions on the eve of the big
occasion, Gogoi said, “It is
not the right time to register
protests. It is the time to
showcase what you have
when the limelight is on the
state.” 4

(The author is the Guwahati-
based Special Representative
of The Statesman.)
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takes Ulfa

message
to PM “//,\

\ ALOKE TIKKU

New Delhi, Nov. 16: Celebrat-
ed Assamese writer Mamoni
Raisom Goswami today took
another step towards bringing
the Ulfa to the negotiation
table by meeting Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh to con-
vey the banned militant
group’s willingness to start a
dialogue with Delhi.

Goswami told the Prime
Minister that the Ulfa was
ready for “unconditional
talks”, but wanted the subject
of “sovereignty” to be the
main item on the agenda. The
meeting was held at Singh’s
South Block office and lasted
over half-an-hour.

Singh is understood to
have communicated the Unit-
ed Pro
gressive
Alliance
govern-
ment’s se-
riousness
about
finding a
solution
to the
problem
of mili- S
tancy in Mamoni Goswami
Assam.

“The Prnne Mimster 15. :

very, very keen tofind asolu-
tion as Assam is his own con-
stituency,” Goswami told the
media after her meeting.

The writer yesterday met
M.K. Narayanan, the special
adviser to the Prime Minister,
with an advance copy of the
memorandum she submitted
to Singh.

Though the Prime Minis-
ter did not make any specific
commitments, Goswami was
not disappointed. “I under-
stand that he will have to find
out a middle path after dis-
cussing (the issue) with ex-
perts. Without the sovereignty
issue, Ulfa leaders will not
come (for discussions),” she
said.

Goswami said no time-
frame or modalities for talks
with the Ulfa, or the names of
possible mediators, were dis-
cussed.

“It is a very long process
and things have not gone to
that level. But the government
is trying to find a solution,”
she said.

Ulfa commander-in-chief
Paresh Barua contacted
Goswami recently to convey
the outfit’s eagernesstostarta
dialogue with the Centre, pro-
vided the contentious topic of
Assam’s sovereignty was dis-
cussed.

Chief minister Tarun
Gogoi has publicly backed the
initiative despite the Ulfa
making it clear that it has no
intention of negotiating with
the state government.

THE TELEGRAPH



>

JESTI/ 1oy (2 Qllelin Blel) BN 231G Qllob (b ke BEIS) Blelble S8R Bldlollo | BN (lolin tebdlch
EBF%EEEEEE& Eﬁya Bl 418 25 ‘lalilis Bllapk ©B BElldbl M4lE) SO bl 3 BH-RlAn Blelellie ddle BElaee EbIG Lo
lold 28O lokle DIbRE B e 2 B1@ $dhble Siglliek 1000 [0 B 1kl 4ble Dlellieke plla BUG bElE )b klieglis)ie 1M BllAIbIke WEIEIS

kel shedb 4> Yol BllecB | gwﬁ& i G e Hle BEIS) Rlls E5 1BIS ‘B) FBID ldliodlie biBlle &) 2l BR-(Qielp])  SUlwlz ML) ldd bl ook
$IUVE) 1B |05 &bl BRI 52 10Ale  kllezla thet2blel 1200 jolin BeY (KlAlk]) Al Disjibek Bifioldp ‘lelisln gipleplk lziolin, Bable Qls | Qi 5BIRAIMI TG
1925 8% Bleln,, ke 2Rkl Qs Ll BBl plepAlel  £2Z Q)0 Eisdidiln 35 olsln bIG

Ik dole BEIe BIRAL WBle Sk RNhob fp BlaldD ke PAND ‘Yo $lle M okl QUER) R BAIM Budiodl) 1O Qiefain 1% bR 4B BIak ljs Sl

JBIEBI S8 MBI Dtk (00 DS b gw@ﬁw%&ﬂr@%@%%&@ﬁ%%ﬁ%% :w@w%imw_{wf ‘R bRl beb) 25 |
PalsI Ak (Slelin 516 BAb Ol WENb (85 |hglele IS [bRIED bkl Bin BRIENS DS Bl o0k SHBI 5 sk 2bk 2R 2P Ak, ‘bab Bz | Exldlole b2 8eq | |
Hist 1) pRUND 202000 il 25 BAND 1119 [al2in 0I0Bl SBUGL B plsBilx bk Rlhbaisr Skl Balileldo L) Elhbie RGIIS 1 (a8s kiRl | -
it dolb Sal2ible SIS BH2EI |B6,, MElelb MBSkl kb Bllekk Bk RO lold-z oF {2Qle wAcikllk alblle ‘Gl b6\ 1 (23R BED) hibdlisllin Bbh | ¢
,E@wmw@m%ﬁ?ww%@%% | ERlte 5ie Slab [l Bllclible il BBUSI Qi) bEIk blobk (5l 92% S8 leqlodln |
LA 1004 BRI BIe PG 2 bl SRSl Dkte BEIL) ‘i Blebk SR bEo Bkl EUL IS Bl B 1 Qi 200k Sl ikl Ll [00lne] Eb| bic | 4

QL) 0P Bl emdll bo)q BIZIL blalls Pl 1D Bl Slied BRI Bibie Bkl Bio QI (RESE BANG [lin il 8IS 1= 104) BS0 Qlkkb BIS IBROMUS

B2 e 22 be BB Iblln Blolfibifeb] SRMIEI Bl 1(lRPDEE) DIMalGIb bio 09F SYPINRIG) loliskellls lob] Die® Blblln kadls D4 SebtbOllay Blhel> teltedileNion Dle D1 BRI
alm s IRk (ke BBl MA2EZ llelin (9203 Bidbiblle Bl L&
Sale  MlRGYS-ibl)  1EDE  DlsB YD @ PRl B Bloldic SbIIRE Slirlolin,, ‘ol bz K00

BebIbl Blale 2 57ED ledlls Do (2 BB{lwe DBl B3 Bl b ol bklz
e RN PO IR Y [ 1 EWWE% D B e 0 e e
m@ww@@@w@@f@w&g@g ol [feliolin: 13m0 b &dle idloleiislte
1) 16 11594 Wil 596k SRS Bilids WY D WZ\W m\ﬂ a(, U\ L ) kP 1g84A  (Blibl BiEkiERE
GUS 2Ib) Kl BILEBL Bl (She3 oo oin elklls) bk bkl Rlesizsk
fis 0% eilfelm Slele)  [ell e BUS BUIS $IRD bdulle Blbble L@E@quﬁaﬁ Blaglstlen  gletla Bleieln Billelis 26 1ok $& 12D
BlieQUodlie s Blel@0blke [xbie B2l EIEIMUE SR Hlelile 1B QU 10D | Bloble-tealieiiel BIBIQ QRS ok kikle Rl Sdsisich bOblQ) bliaiiedlie $INQlusie
&%E@EF@E@%EFFW% HEEBET&,%EE@W@ ebe Wiellel  Blbdlied boIBIE) lheQiiodlin SIldlolie ‘Ain D kil B6 £ Wl QBT (o bleTllsl
hle $I¢b) ‘Bb bbbl H1Elzlq C@&xlwrpﬁw lbly lob BlisQileadlin | e Bl POlG 1B 11O dudle BEOIGBY Al i ldlolie, bkl B BRAI 2<
Blelablle (58 0 ) S@) Lesw) kikdk (89 adlels 1Blelle BBle 180 oW b BIS Ik koW Dbl Bldl Bl Dkl
Blob Wt WS RliQliedln 2T 124 E&&v@%gwﬁpﬂw bElol 0G0 QB BUAS Pis BISRD 11 BRIS) blik Blalikle @ BIB [Blin

S8 18D k) ek lleqllodle $I\delollo -
By



v

e Ty
/#STRONG WORD

N @] Og\am \\
he road to peace is’long and uneveh. If a
I conflict is as old as the Naga insurgency;, it
would be naive to expect the peace-talks to
be a smooth affair But the latest outcry of
Mr Thuingaleng Muivah, general secretary of the
National Socialist Council of Nagalim, is a seri-
ous matter. Rarely during the seven-year peace ne-
gotiations have the group’s leaders used such
strong language to denounce New Delhi. He is
upset with some activities of rival outfits such as
the Naga National Council and the NSCN, led by
Mr S.S. Khaplang, and sees the hand of “Indianin-
telligence agencies” behind them. The timing of
Mr Muivah'’s allegation does not bode well for the
peace initiative. It comes close on the heels of the
NSCN(I-M) leaders accepting an invitation from
the prime minister, Mr Manmohan Singh, to visit
India in December to continue the dialogue. If
that raised hopes for peace in Nagaland, Mr Muiv-
ah’s complaint could be a cause for despair.

It is possible to argue that New Delhi should ac-
tually talk to as many Naga groups as possibie to
make the peace efforts acceptable to all. There is
no denying that Mr Muivah'’s outfit is the biggest
of the rebel Naga groups. That does not, however,
make the other groups irrelevant to the peace
process. It is not just a question of the compara-
tive strength of the groups; even small outfits, left
out of the process, can reduce it to a seriously
flawed peace. The failure of the Shillong Agree-
ment between the NNC and New Delhi in 1975 may
not be relevant to today’s situation. On the other
hand, it is important to bear in mind that the cur-
rent peace-talks are primarily between the gov-
ernment and the NSCN(I-M). New Delhi must,
therefore, be careful not to send out wrong signals
to the principal peace-maker. If it needs to talk to
other groups, it would do better to take the
NSCN(I-M) into confidence about it. New Delhi
needs to come clean on some of the charges
heaped on it by Mr Muivah, particularly the one
about the intelligence agencies clandestinely pro-
viding arms to the NNC cadre. It is one thing for
the peace process to stumble on grey areas; it
would be quite another if the trust between the
negotiators is lost. Mr Muivah, too, cannot walk
out of seven years of peace-talks in a huff. That
would be a cruel blow to the people of Nagaland,
who have endured untold sufferings over five long
decades. Both New Delhi and Mr Muivah owe it to
the Nagas to make peace, not war.

10 NOV 2004 THE TELEGRATH



~“NSCN mﬁghtmg
.~ delays peace

GUWAHATI, Nov. 8. — The rivalry between the two
factions of the NSCN has been a major concern of the
Nagaland government which is eagerly awaiting the final
solution to the decades-old Naga problem.

Nagaland chief minister Mr Neiphiu Rio today said:
“Disunity between the NSCN-IM and the NSCN-K has
been the main stumbling block in the ongoing peace
process.” Talking to newsmen on the sidelines of the
North-east chief ministers’ meeting with the Planning
Commission deputy chairman Mr Montek Singh
Ahluwalia here, Mr Rio said the troubled hill state was
looking forward to the forthcoming visit of the collective
leadership of the NSCN-IM to the state with the hope
that it would go a long way in resolving the differences
between the two rebel groups.

Stating that the Nagaland government would not
interfere with the peace process, Mr Rio said: “It.is high
time the actual negotiation is started as the people of
Nagaland have been awaiting the final solution of the
problem... It has been seven long years since the cease-
fire came into effect in Nagaland.”The chairman of the
NSCN-IM, Mr Isak Chisi Swu and general secretary Mr
Th Muivah are scheduled to visit Nagaland for the first
time since 1996. They are expected to discuss the issue
of Naga integrity with different sections of the Naga
society. Their visit to Nagaland is being coordinated by
the organising committee of the Naga Ho Ho with the
Nagaland playing the role of facilitator. — SNS s

9 NOV 2004 THE STA TESMAN




< The law’s okay

W4y
But Manipur needs?wmane enforcers Q\\

he 32-group Apunba Lup umbrella organisation fighting
for repeal of the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act has
done what it considered its duty to convey Manipuris’ griev-
ances to the Prime Minister and his home minister. While
Manmohan Singh assured the delegation of replacing the Act
with a more “humane” one that would protect human rights
and ensure national security, Shivraj Patil promised to form an
expert committee comprising parliamentarians and jurists. But
there was no hint from him about the total repeal of the Act as
demanded. If he is to be taken at his word, Patil said it should
not be construed as a step forward towards replacing the
AF(SP) Act, that it was at a “conceptual stage” and the Cabi-
net and the Home ministry would examine the committee’s
recommendations. That no time frame has been set would sug-
gest it will be a long-drawn out process and could be intended
to keep the Apunba Lup’s ire in check for the time being.
Then comes Patil’s comment at a police officers’ meeting
that the Centre was planning a law that would not be “draco-
nian” but would effectively curb militancy and invited their
suggestions. But will this help? Arguably, there is nothing
wrong with the AF(SP) Act but the fault lies in its continued
use — in Manipur alone it has been in force since 1980 with lit-
tle improvement; on the contrary it has merelv alienated the
locals. The Centre must discourage insurgency-iniesied states
from excessive dependence on the Army and paramilitary for-
ces. They must learn from Tamil Nadu where a small dedicated
Special Task Force team, with tacit support from the chief
minister, cut short four decades of depredation by forest bri-
gand Veerappan. Manipur does not need a new law and troops
— all it requires is a well-equipped, disciplined police force
with incentives thrown in for good measure. /p

9 NOV 2004 THE STATESMAN



“Naga whack at ‘w

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

The Hague, Nov. 8: The lead-
ers of the National Socialist
Council of Nagalim (Isak-
Muivah) seem to be having
second thoughts about visit-
ing India for an intensive and
structured dialogue with the
government.

Thuingaleng Muivah, the
general secretary of the NSCN
(I-M) currently in the Nether-
lands, described as “wicked”
the policy of New Delhi to
prompt “discredited” organi-
sations like the Naga National
Council (NNC) and the NSCN
(Khaplang) to disturb the
peace process.

He claimed that while the
NNC was being armed by

India, NSCN (K) was being ac-
tively “encouraged and facili-
tated” to disturb the NSCN
(I-M)’s efforts at a time when a
qualitative breakthrough in
the peace negotiations seemed
likely. “This is not a sign of
wisdom,” Muivah said.

The Naga leader warned:
“Unless these issues are dir-
ectly and officially clarified to
us by the Government of
India, we will consider our-
selves free of our commitment
to ceasefire and the peace
negotiations.”

“The honour we extended
to the Prime Minister’s invita-
tion by accepting to come to
India is being undermined.
How then can we come to In-
dia? The sincerity of the Pri-
me Minister’s invitation and

his wisdom itself have come
under doubt,” Muivah said.
The NSCN (I-M) leader cla-
imed the NNC and NSCN (K)
were being “used by the Indi-
an intelligence agencies”. Ind-
ia, Muivah said, ought to ask
itself: “Against whom are the-
se groups being used?Is it real-
ly against us or against the pe-
ace process and the solution?”
Was India then really let-
ting the big fish get away by
chasing the small fry? It would
seem so from what Muivah
has to say about what he calls
the handiwork of Indian intel-
ligence and security agencies.
“This time it is clear that
those people who accepted the
Shillong Accord in 1975 (read
the NNC) are procuring brand
new self-loading rifles made in

icked’

OvSs ¥ 4 @

\,/1 .

P

Indian ordnance factories.
Where are they getting these
weapons? Who gave them the
money to buy these weapons?
And why is India actively en-
couraging the emergence of
another armed group in Naga-
land? Can New Delhi remain
silent claiming that it does not
know what is happening?”
Muivah asked.

“How is that Khaplang's
men are being escorted to
Delhi to hold press confer-
ences threatening both India
and the NSCN (I-M)? How can
they cross the border from
Myanmar to Nagaland and
then be flown from Guwahati
to New Delhi? Who is behind
this? Can the Government of
India still pretend to be inno-
cent?” he fumed.
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Apt law for Assam
. . ) NEGy -
\\ But still ‘too foreign’ for most ¢ (,

Th Congress-led UPA government’s decision to retain the
Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunals) Act, 1983 is
symptomatic of the party’s stand all along and should have
caused no ripples. So the Aasu burning effigies of Manmo-
han Singh and Tarun Gogoi and its plans to obstruct Dr Sin-
gh's programme in Assam later this month to flag off the
Indo-Asean car rally seem unwarranted. All political parties
have sought to politicise the Act but it is not a bad piece of
legislation. It has just been mishandled. During its first
tenure, the AGP, an Aasu offshoot, did little to deport illegal
migrants despite being catapulted to power on the anti-forei-
gners’ issue. In its second term, it adopted a resolution de-
manding the Act’s withdrawal but refrained from making it
an election issue in 2001.

There is little doubt the Act preserves the Congress vote
bank, but its withdrawal at this stage will only encourage
witch-hunts. The party believes this legislation best safe-
guards the interests of genuine Indians because the Foreig-
ners Act allows the police sweeping powers that could be mis-
used at prompting from vested interests. Critics of the
IM(DT) Act contend that the Foreigners Act renders a sepa-
rate law redundant. But Assam’s complexities must be under-
stood because a thin line divides those illegal migrants who
came to Assam on or after 23 March 1971 as per the Assam
Accord and Bengali-speaking Indian minorities. The IM(DT)
Act makes it obligatory for the authorities to follow an elabo-
rate quasi-judicial process to determine the status of an alleg-
ed infiltrator. Critics also point out if the law is meant for the
entire country, why it is applicable only in Assam? The
Centre must look into this to end the controversy amicably by
involving all parties and groups.
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,/Experts group to
. review Armed .
e Forces Act °',

NEW DELH]I, Nov. 2. —
The government will soon
constitute a committee to
review and replace the
Armed Forces Special
Powers Act.

After an hour-long meet-
ing with Apunba Lup, the
apex body of 32 organisa-
tions which is spearheading
the agitation in Manipur
since 11 July against the
“Draconian” AFSPA, the
Union home minister,” Mr
Shivraj Patil, said the pro-
posal to form the commit-
tee was at a “conceptual
stage” and any step could
be taken only after recom-
mendations were given by
the committee. He said the
Prime Minister had given
an assurance to the
Apunba Lup leaders yes-
terday and setting up
of the committee would be
in “fulfilment of those
assurances.”

The committee will con-
sist of members of
Parliament, jurists, sociol-
ogists and Manipur lead-
ers. Its recommendations
would be discussed by the
Cabinet and then a deci-
sion could be taken, he
said. Describing the meet-
ing with the Apunba Lup
as “positive” and the dis-
cussions “quite useful and
fruitful,” Mr Patil said the
Manipur leaders wanted
to know whether, after the
Prime Minister’s assur-
ance, the government

3 NOV 2004

Centre gets list
NEW DELHI, Nov 2. — The
Centre has received a list of
20 to 25 people and organisa-
tions who want to have talks
with Mr Shivraj Patil, during his
three-day visit to J&K beginni-
ng 6 November. Mr Patil was
non-committal on whether the
list included the Hurriyat which
has spurned at least three
offers for talks so far. “We will
have talks with whoever is rea-
dy to talk,’he said. — SNS

would consider review and
replacement of the
AFSPA. “On behalf of the
government, it was con-
veyed that the Prime
Minister had assured that
it can be reviewed and
steps taken. Today they
wanted to know the home
ministry’s reaction. “We
told them that the assur-
ance given by the Prime
Minister will be fulfilled,”
Mr Patil said.

“They wanted more
details. They suggested
that a group of persons
can examine the law and a
new law can be used in its
place. We told them that
we can have a group of
persons to examine the
law. The committee mem-
bers can be asked to look
into the existing law,” Mr
Patil added. On the
Apunba Lup leaders’ ref-
erence to Pota which was
repealed after three years,
he said that he had
explained he difference
between Pota and AFSPA.

THE STATESMAN
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’”Protests
9- Q% %\,,L“

agamst
IMDTAck

GUWAHATI, Nov. 1. —
The Congress-led UPA
government’s decision to
continue with the Illegal,
Migrants (Detection by
Tribunal) Act, 1983 in As-| |
sam is being met w1th1 1
strong protests.

All Assam Students Un—
ion (Aasu) today burnt effi-
gies of Dr Manmohan
Singh and Mr Tarun Gog01
in protest despite “popular
demand” for repeal of they |
Act. Aasu adviser and ’
chairman, North East Stu-
dents’ Organisation, Dr Sa-
mujjal Bhattacharrya warn-
ed of a series of intensive
agitation programmes in
the state to press for the de-
mand for abrogation of the
Act which, he said was a
major hurdle in detection
and deportation of illegal
Bangladeshi migrants from
the state. The Act has been
serving as a protector for il-
legal migrants from Ban-
gladesh staying in Assam
and Pakistani-ISI agents,
he said.

The Centre’s move to re-
tain the Act has also been
criticised by Asom Gana
Parishad, BJP and Asom
Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra
Parishad. They have ac-
cused the ruling Congress
party of trying to appease
its “vote bank” amongst il-
legal migrants.

However, the decision to
continue with the Act has
found favour with a section
minority groups in the
state. The United Minority
Forum has in fact raised de-
mand for extending the Act
to West Bengal and Megha-
laya infiltrated by illegal mi-
grants from Bangladesh.
The UMF maintains that
the Act safeguards interests
of genuine minority citi-
zens. The official line main-
tained by Assam Pradesh
Congress Committee is
that the party is not op-
posed to deportation of il-
legal migrants from the
state, but it is for safeguard-
ing genuine minority citi-
zens against harassment in
the process of detection of
foreigners. — SNS

-
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“Assam alert over Ulfa threat

Gogot mulls restmctmg VIP movement aﬁer dusk

HT Correspondent ‘ﬁ 4 L

Guwahati, October 31 (PC\
Ty

BARELY 24 hours after Ulfa com-

mander-in-chief Paresh Barua is-
sued a threat to eliminate ministe-
rs, MLAs and leaders of the Congr-
ess, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi
today sounded an alert in the state.

Barua had yesterday declared
war on the Congress in Assam,
with effect from Sunday. The anti-
Congress operation is apparently
in retaliation to the encounter de-
aths of five Ulfa activists in Lakhi-
mpur district on Thursday night.

The five caflres were believed to
have been involved in a series of
subversive attacks across Assam
since August 15 this year. Besides
the twin blasts in Nagaland on Oc-
tober 2, their deadliest operation
was the Dhemaji explosion.

Home secretary B.M. Mazumdar
said the government did not want

i

to take any chances. “All district
authorities have been directed to
strengthen security,” he added.
Officials said restricting the mo-
vement of ministers, MLAs and
other VIPs after dusk was also on
their agenda in view of the terror
threat. The forces have also been
asked to be on maximum alert

along inter-district and inter-state
entry-exit points, besides Indo-
Bhutan and Indo-Bangla borders.

The fresh Ulfa threat has, inci-
dentally, come amid hopes that the
banned outfit would follow the
NDFB in declaring a ceasefire with
the government. Ulfa boss Paresh |
Barua had even indicated taking a
softer line vis-a-vis his precondi-
tions for talks, like the issue of sov-
ereignty of Assam.

Meanwhile, Congress-baiters in
the state said the Ulfa threat could
be mere eyewash aimed at divert-
ing the focus from the alleged
nexus between the outfit and some
Congress ministers and leaders.

The AGP has particularly been
upping the ante against Health
Minister Bhumidhar Barman and
Tribal Affairs Minister Bharat
Chandra Narah for “aiding and
abetting the Ulfa, both morally
and financially”.

/



/4 still miles to g0,

q9\\“0nly unity can brighten Naga prospects@

y accepting Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s Invita-

tion, NSCN (IM) leaders Isak Swu and Th Muivah have
rekindled hope of finding a workable formula at the next
round of talks expected in November. Swu’s reported ab-
sence at the Bangkok meeting was somewhat intriguing, lea-
ving one to wonder what pressing engagement took prece-
dence over the Naga parley. Unlike in January last year
when the two leaders visited only Delhi, this time they are to
spend Christmas in Nagaland. They were in Nagaland for a
month in May-June 1999 but confined themselves to desig-
nated camps in Dimapur. The euphoria over the first round
was, however, short lived as little headway was made follow-
ing the rebel leaders’ insistence on their demand for a single
administrative Naga unit, a euphemism for greater Naga-
land — a concept that threatens peace in Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh and Manipur. The ceasefire, the only substantive
achievement so far, nearly lapsed when the Naga leaders
objected to the Congress-led UPA's commitment to its Com-
mon Minimum Programme for the territorial integration of
North-eastern states while solving the insurgency problem.
It was renewed just a day before its term expired.

There is little doubt the NSCN-IM leaders have shown ex-
emplary patience — the UPA is the fourth government they
are dealing with — and is indication of their determination
to hammer out a solution. They will do well to meet a cross
section of people, in keeping with their promise to take
them into confidence at every stage of a political settlement.
But one section alone cannot determine Naga hopes of a
lasting solution and the Centre must involve the Khaplang
faction and Naga National Council as well. Unity alone can
light the way but the NSCN-IM has already hurt Naga
sentiments by derailing the reconciliation process initiated
by the Naga Hoho. The outcome of the November meeting
must be viewed against this background.

/
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lndna has a month
“for Naga talks

Oct. 26. — The Government of India has
just one month to prepare intensely for
talks on its home turf with the leaders of
the National Socialist Council of Nagalim,
who return to New Delhi at the end of No-
vember for what they hope will be substan-
tive talks with India’s political leadership.

The visit to India is the second official
irip by the“cottective-leadesship” of Th.
Muivah and Isak Swu, general secretary
and chairman respectively of the NSCN-(I-
M), the North-east’s most powerful mili-
tant organisation. They have publicly re-
nounced armed struggle and embraced di-
alogue to settle issues with New Delhi,
although they face criticism from a rival
armed faction, the NSCN of SS Khaplang.

Indeed, the pressure which Myanmar
has now agreed to mount on Indian milita-
nts there, following Gen. Than Shwe’s cu-
rrent visit, will affect Khaplang and groups
from Assam and Manipur.

The proposed NSCN visit beginning in
November could last several months, as re-
gular talks are planned to try and hammer
out a settlement to the Naga problem. Mr
Muivah and Mr Swu had come here in
January 2003 for talks with the then Prime
Minister Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee and oth-
ers.

The decision to visit Delhi follows an
official invitation from Mr K
Padmanabhiah, the Prime Minister’s
representative to the talks, who met the
Naga leaders in Bangkok last week. The
latter indicated they would come to the
Indian capital around 27 November.

“The peace talks can be pursued there
on a continued and sustained basis so as to
facilitate an early, satisfactory and peaceful
solution to the issue,” said the letter from
Mr Padmanabhiah, who has been handling
the talks for New Delhi for nearly six of the
seven years of ceasefire and negotiations
between the two sides. Responding warm-
ly, Mr Muivah said the invitation was an
indication of the government’s sincerity in
finding a mutually satisfactory settlement.

The November-end deadline means that
New Detlhi needs to activate its discussions
with various stakeholders in the region,
including the state governments of Assam
and Manipur as well as Arunachal Pradesh
— all three states are now ruled by Con-
gress governments (Assam and Arunachal)
or Congress-led coalitions (Manipur). The
toughest issue is that of territory: the states
want an assurance of territorial integrity.
The NSCN says the borders of these states
transgress their traditional homelands and

¢

THE STATESMAN

X

Assam parties hail
MoU with Yangon

GUWAHATI, Oct. 26. — Political parties in
Assam have hailed the Mol signed by India
and Myanmar yesterday in which the countries
have vowed to jointly fight against terrorism.
The Opposition party AGP and CPI today
asked the Central government to cash in on
Myanmar's “positive stand” and flush out
militants taking refuge in that country.
However, CPI-M leader Mr Sitaram Yechury
said in Mumbai today that the CPI-M feels the
situation in the North-east is “very serious”
and all the present crises should be resolved
through talks. — SNS & PTI

should be returned to the Nagas. Such a
proposal evokes opposition, especially in
Assam and Manipur, from all parties.

Both sides are skirting the sovereignty
issue, despite declarations by Naga leaders.
There are several ways of dealing with the
problem: one is to leave it for the long-term
and evolve a short-term settlement that
recognises Naga demands and campaigns.
Another could be to give a far higher de-
gree of autonomy to Nagaland, with the
Centre retaining defence, foreign relations
and currency and communications. A third
could be to enable traditional Naga institu-
tions in areas outside Nagaland run their
own affairs, under a special constitutional
reference, without slicing up the states.

Others who would have to be consulted
would be the various coalition partners as
well as alliance supporters, such as the left
parties. However, Prime Minister Dr Ma-
nmohan Singh and Home Minister Mr
Shivraj Patil must also hold talks with
Opposition leaders, scholars, policy ana-
lysts as well as NGOs and respected figures
from Nagaland and other states to hammer
out a broad policy agenda for the discus-
sions. Also important to such interactions
would be the presence of Congress presi-
dent Mrs Sonia Gandhi as well as Mr LK
Advani, the new BJP boss.

In turn, the Naga leaders would need to
hold talks with a cross-section of Naga peo-
ple, not just their own followers, and reach
out, as they had declared in their departure
stztement last year, to states which feel
threatened by their political positions. The
NSCN needs to hold dialogue with civil so-
ciety, independent groups, scholars. Mr
Muivah and Mr Swu are also expected to
fravel to Nagaland for Christmas, their first
in the 40 years they have been away from
the Naga Hills (barring brief visits).
However, it is unsure if Mr Muivah will be
abe to visit his village, Somdal, in Ukhrul.
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6 PLA activists killed in Manipur

SRR

Press Trust of India )‘/\
Imphal, October 25

SIX ACTIVISTS of the sepa-
ratist People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) have been
killed and some insurgents
driven out of the thick hilly
jungles, in Churachandpur
district of Manipur, border-
ing Myanmar and Mizoram,
where a n intensive comb-
ing operation is on to flush
out the extremists.

The operation had been
Jaunched at Churachand-
pur district about 20 days
ago to flush out the concen-
tration of insurgents from
Sajik Tampak in Chandel
district and other neigh-

f\(‘7 4 1RY

bouring é4reas at Chu-
rachandpur, official sources
said.

The operation was being
executed by the ‘Unified
Command’ headed by Chief
Minister O. Ibobi Singh, the
sources said.

Six PLA activists and an
Army jawan had been killed
in an encounter in the
Khunkhai area, under Sing-
hat police station in the dis-
trict, on October 8, the
sources said.

However, the forces were
yet to achieve the ‘expected
results’ in the case in spite
of the 59th Mountain
Brigade and several battal-
ions of the Central paramil-

itary forces being deployed
besides the state forces.

Kuki shot dead

A Kuki militant was shot
dead by Assam Rifles per-
sonnel in an encounter in
the Kalapahar area, in Se-
napati district of Manipur,
official sources said today
Sources said, after receiving
a tip, a patrol of 14th Assam
Rifles personnel rushed to
the Kalapahar area, about 35
km north of here, in Senap-
ati Hill district yesterday
and launched a search.

The security personnel
then engaged in an en-
counter with suspected mil-

itants during which a mili-
tant identified as Nekhogin
Kipgen (30) of underground
Kuki National Front (pre-
sidium) was gunned down,
sources said.

They said the Assam Ri-
fles also recovered a coun-
trymade pistol, nine rounds
of ammunition, a cartridge
and a motorcycle. However,
family sources alleged that
Kipgen was arrested by the
Assam Rifles personnel
from Keithelmanbi area, ne-
ar Kalapahar, on Saturday
night before being shot dead
by the security personnel.

The body was handed
over to the family members
after a post-mortem.



NDFB talks wil
be tripartite, ff‘
says Gogoi W

HT Correspondent
Guwahati, October 25

ASSAM CHIEF Minister
Tarun Gogoi said here yes-
terday that the proposed ta-
1ks with the NDFB would be
tripartite, involving repre-
sentatives from the NDFB,
the state government and
the Centre. Gogoi met Uni-
on Home Minister Shivraj
Patil and discussed NDFB’s
ceasefire offer and starting
negotiations with the Bodo
outfit last Thursday.

“Ministry of Home Af-
fairs has given us the green
signal to go ahead for the
talks process,” said Gogoi.
The responsibility of tak-
ing the lead and starting
the dialogue process with
the NDFB now rests with
the state government, while
the Centre would play sec-
ond fiddle.

The arrangement might
not be a happy one for the
NDFB, as it had wanted to
hold negotiations with the
Centre. On October 8,
NDFB announced a unilat-
eral ceasefire with effect
from October 15 to create a
congenial atmosphere for
talks with the Government
of India.

/



- Centreis only -

restormg troops |
“Tto N- E: Patil v/

TiMES NEWS NETwoﬁK

New Delhi: Union home
minister Shivraj Patil on
Sunday made it 2
clear that the recent
movement of fro-
ops to the north-
eastern region was
only a restoration B -
exercise as a sizable
number of battal-
ions were shifted
out of the region as
reinforcements dur-
ing the Kargil war in 1999.
Talking to reporters on
the occasion of the 43rd rais-
ing day of the Indo-Tibetan
Border Police, Patil said,
“During the Kargil war, we
had brought in many battal-
ions from the north-east.
Now, we are simply restor-
ing them (to the region).”
Earlier, addressing the
ITBP staff, Patil under-
scored the need to equip the

“ment. Considering the com-
mendable job the force had
done in tackling terrorism
in Jammu and Kashmir
*‘ and performing
T other  high-risk
jobs, it was impor-
tant to provide all
4 modern facilities
to the force to do
its job more effec-
tively; Patil said.
The  minister
said that a holistic
approach would be
taken keeping in mind the
requirements of internal se-
curity and the para-miltary
forces would be modernised
and equipped in accordance.
Stating that “sophisticated
weapons, communication
devices and transport sys-
tems come within its ambit”,
he said, “We will try our best
to provide ITBP personnel

3

with latest weaponry, sur-

veillance and communica- .

g
i

force with better equip- tionequipment.”
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Arrests spill Assam

ministers’ Ulfa lin
‘Opp chorus for yste /C%pro

Digambar Patowary
Guwahati, October 20

THE ALLEGED link between two sen-
ior ministers in the Gogoi government
and the Ulfa has rocked Assam. The
needle of suspicion is pointing towards
Health Minister Bhumidhar Barman
and Welfare of Plain Tribes and Back-
ward Classes Minister Bharat Narah.

Recently an Ulfa activist, Gitanjali
Gohain alias Lipika, was arrested from
Jorhat in connection with the August
15 bomb blast at Dhemaji in which 16
school children were killed. On inter-
rogation, Lipika revealed that Narah
handed over five mobile sets to Ulfa’s
Rasid Bharali.

The extremist outfit also held a
meeting at district vice-president
Muhikanata Handique’s house at Dhe-
maji on August 14, a day before the
blast. Handique was allegedly close to
Narah. Police arrested Muhikanata
and found vital clues about Narah's
links with Ulfa. Police even questioned
Narah’s personal secretary, Khusru
Ahmed Borbhuyan. Sources said that
vital clues were unearthed about
Narah's links with Ulfa.

Besides, police found adequate evi-
dence against the health minister’s
links with the banned outfit. The city
police recently arrested one Anil
Mazumder, executive editor of a ver-
nacular daily, Natun Din in connection
with extortion in the name of Ulfa.

Police arrested three Ulfa activists
from city’s Kamakhya area while they
were about to collect Rs 5 lakh from a
businessman. On interrogation, the ar-
rested Ulfa activists revealed the out-
fits modus operandi of extortion.
Based on the confession, the police car-
ried out an operation and arrested the
executive editor of ¢ Natun Din’. The
trio used Anil Mazumder’s mobile in
the extortion. Mazumder was allegedly
close to the health minister.

Why are these two ministers not be-

\8\( \ N\\\O :

Tarun Gogoi Will the smile last?

ing arrested? The AGP asked. The doc-
uments found from Mazumder were
enough to establish the links between
Ulfa and the state health minister.
Mazumder was instrumental in estab-
lishing contacts between Barman and
the Ulfa. It was alleged that through
various contractors of the health de-
partment, money was given to the Ulfa.

Meanwhile, the AGP has sought
Prime Minister’s intervention in the
matter. The party alleged that that the
chief minister is making a mockery of
the investigation process.

The state BJP leadership demanded
a CBI probe into the incident in which
two senior Congress ministers have al-
leged links with the militant outfit. In-
dramoni Bora, state BJP president, al-
leged that the Gogoi government is go-

ing soft on the outfit. Bora alleged the |

Congress government is sheltering two
ministers while common people are be-
ing unnecessarily harassed. The state
CPI said the Chief Minister, Tarun
Gogoi must sack both the ministers for
their links with the militant outfit.
Meanwhile, Gogoi said action would
be taken on the ministers if the cha-
rges were found to be true. yy




ULFA égreés to
nditional talks

0 Be The Core Issue

llIlC

By Prabin Kalita
TiMes NEws NETWORK

Guwahati: In a most crucial development
bringing hopes of peace in the militancy-rav-
aged Assam, the ULFA leadership too, after
NDFB, has now agreed to sit for talks with
the central government sans their three pre-
conditions.

Head of the department (Modern Indian
Language) at Delhi University and Gyan-
peeth awardee Assamese author Mamoni
Raisom Goswami, who has been in touch
with ULFAs commander-in-chief Paresh
Barua, in her individual
capacity to bring the
“boys” to the negotiating
table told TOI from New
Delhi about this recent
change of stance by the
militant leadership.

Goswami, who is
preparing a draft appeal
for initiating  peace
process, which she will
present to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
and UPA chairman Sonia Gandhi, said she
had to make some changes after Barua called
her up again recently to say that he was will-
ing to sit without any conditions.

“They are going to sit for talks without any
conditions but they would like to have the is-
sue of sovereignty as the core subject in the
several rounds of talks that would take place
after the two sides meet. I am now working
on this core subject,” Goswami said.

The ULFA's three pre-conditions, talks on
sovereignty only, talks in a third country and
talks in the presence of a UN mediator, have
been the long standing hurdles in the way of
several central governments to initiate
peace process with the outfit. The militant
outfit has already announced that it was
willing to scale down on two pre-conditions
but would not compromise on the sovereign-

The ULFA has scaled down
their three pre-conditions —
talks on sovereignty only,
talks in a third country and
talks in the presence of a UN
mediator

ty issue till the militant leader called Goswa-
mi a couple days back and conveyed his
changed stance.

“This is the most significant development
in the 25 years of militancy in Assam and
this must be told to the Prime Minister. Some
more of us should make the Prime Minister
realize this important development. I have a
strong feeling that if this time this process
fizzles out talks will take place not place for a
very long time,” she said.

Goswami is being helped by her former
colleague in DU, former head of department
of political science Manoranjan Mohanty in
preparing her draft peace
appeal says that the onus
now solely lies on the Cen-
tre to make the peace
process happen. She said,
“My only objective is to
make the boys sit for talks.
I do not wish to mediate
on my own. If both sides
(government and ULFA)
wants I can become one.”

Goswami said that she is in touch with
chief minister Tarun Gogoi also since Barua
came in touch with her. She said that chief
minister has extended his support to her.
Gogoi has earlier welcomed Goswami’s peace
efforts and has also assured to provide all
necessary cooperation to facilitate such a
process.

The developments have been over past few
weeks. Goswami first conveyed to Gogoi
about ULFA willing to talk last month after
which Gogoi offered 15-day time to all outfits
to end hostilities for a reciprocal gesture
from the government and initiation of talks.
The NDFB straight away agreed to Gogoi’s of-
fer but ULFA remained silent and talked to
Goswami only. Goswami then announced
that she was preparing a draft appeal for both
government and ULFA as a first step towards
peace talks.

- -
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/A leaf out of insurgents’

«smanual for N-E police

GUWAHATI, Oct. 16.
Here’s a suggestion for po-
lice forces in North-east-
ern states to take a leaf
out of insurgents’ opera-
tion manual on coordinat-
ing operations utilising
available resources to ach-
ieve maximum possible ef-
fect.

Addressing the conclud-
ing function of the two-day
North-east DGPs confer-
ence here this afternoon,
Assam Governor
Lt.Gen.(Retd) Ajai Singh
strongly advocated a “re-
gional level” strategy
amongst the security and
police forces to combat
militants and said the

highest level of coordina-
tion held the key to suc-
cess of such regional
strategy against militants.
“Militant groups of the
region led by people who
are far less experienced,
have been able to reach
understanding on issues
of mutual benefit while
pursuing their separate
objectives,” said the Gov-
ernor who in the capacity
of the GOC-in-C 4 Corps
of Indian Army led “Oper-
ation Rhino” against N-E
militants in early 1990s.
“It is not enough to re-
spond to every series of in-
surgeny violence by merely
asking for additional forces

or other resources from the
Centre. The strength of ex-
tremist groups is not in
their cadre strength or ar-
senal, but in their ability to
leverage limited resources
in tying down security
forces while they hit and
run at a time and space of

their own choosing,” the
Governor said.
Regarding the inter-

state movements of mili-
tants in the region, he
said it was best combated
when local police took the
lead in a focussed offen-
sive against extremist
gangs and when public
support is mobilised
against violence. — SNS




~ 1B detects f;;reign hand in

gyt

GUWAHATIL, Oct. 15, —
The special director of the
IB, Mr NC Padhi, today
raised alarm over an inter-
national design to destab-
lise the North-east.

“We have a peculiar chal-
lenge in the North-east.
Neighbours are in active
connivance with agencies of
another country in promot-
ing insurgency within our
territory,” Mr Padhi said in
the annual conference of
DGPs of the eight North-
eastern states. “A section of

o

our neighbours are actively
promoting militancy in the
North-east. We need to
have a calibrated political
response to this design.
India must give appropriate
response to this challenge
at the international level.”
The Assam chief secre-
tary, Mr JP Rajkhowa, who
is the administrative head
of the. three-tier unified
command taking on insur-
gents in Assam, mentioned
cross-border  terrorism,
narcotics trade, arms smug-
gling and movement of mil-
itants as the major prob-
lems of the North-east. He

. North-east terror ¢°

said arms were ﬂ&&% sur-
reptitiously to the région
through Myanmar and
Bangladesh and some of
the consignments originat-
ed in China.

There was enough evi-
dence, he said, with the
police and intelligence to
prove that the ISI was try-
ing to attack vital installa-
tions in the North-east.
“The ISI is also facilitating
cross-border movement of
militants leaders.”

The conference is being
attended by officers of the
Army, BSE, CRPE, IB and
West Bengal police.
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PM assures
allies on N-E

G S

NEW DELHI, Oct. 12. —
Dr Manmohan Singh
today assured that India
will take up the issue of
militants running camps in
Bangladesh and striking
terror in the North-east.

Speaking at the UPA-
Left coordination commit-
tee meeting, the Prime
Minister said he would
raise the issue when the
Bangladesh foreign minis-
ter visits New Delhi later
this month.,

The Left Front leaders
skipped their pet issues of
FDI caps and implementa-
tion of the common mini-
mum programme and
raised the situation in the
North-east with the gov-
ernment, sources said.

Nonetheless, the gov-
ernment circulated two
official notes to the Left
leaders — one in response
to the Left questioning the
raising of FDI caps in the
telecommunications sec-
tor and the other a
progress report of imple-
mentation of the common
minimum  programme.
Some Left representatives
touched briefly on eco-
nomic issues. They met
the Prime Minister over
tea at his official resi-
dence.

FDI hike stays

NEW DELHI, Oct. 12, —
Rejecting the Left parties’
opposition to hiking the
Foreign Direct Investment
cap to 74 per cent in the
telecom sector, finance
minister Mr P Chidambaram
today said investments'on an
“unprcedented scale” were
required to achieve explosive
growth, which is possible
“only through FDI".

On the Electricity Act, the Left
parties presented a note on
the review of the legislation
saying it encouraged private
sector in distribution and
transmission of power.

Also today, Left leaders gave a
10-day ultimatum to the Centre
to stop closure of industries in
non-conforming areas in New
Delhi failing which, they will hit
the streets. — SNS

Dr Singh had also invit-
ed defence minister Mr
Pranab Mukherjee and
Union home minister Mr
Shivraj Patil to brief the
Left Front leaders who
had put the government
on notice for the alarming
situation in the north-east
and the Centre’s failure to
handle it in an effective
manner.

Mrs Sonia Gandhi did
not say much at the meet-
ing except agree with some
of the Left leaders views,
sources said.
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JP OPENS ACCOUNT IN NORTH EAST STATE

L

Cong retrieves Arunachal,

Apang may become CM

Itanagar
Oy GGBBER'Q;{ -
\ ” \
NGRESS on Monday
‘ stormed back to power in

Arunachal Pradesh win-
ning 34 seats in the 60-member
Assembly retaining the reins of
administration amid indications
that the state’s longest-serving
chief minister Gegong Apang
would get the top post again. Al-
though the Congress did not face
any real challenge from any par-
ty, its principal challenger BJP,
the saffron party which had no
footing in the tribal state previ-
ously, won nine seats to open its
account.

Independents, mostly rebel
Congressmen, emerged as the
second-largest group with 13 of
them romping home while NCP
and Arunachal Congress picked
up two seats apiece. The new
leader of the Congress Legisla-
ture Party (CLP) is likely to be
elected on October 13, with Mr
Apang, who won from his tradi-
tional constituency Tuting-
Yingkiong defeating BJP's Ojing
Komboh, emerging as front-run-

ner for chief ministership\¢

It was in August 2003 that the
Mukut Mithi-led Congress gov-
ernment had been toppled by Mr
Apang splitting the party to cre-
ate Congress (D) which ultimate-
ly merged with BJP thus giving a
high-profile presence to the saf-
fron partyin the state. Mr Apang,
however, rejoined Congress
soon after the NDA was voted
out of power at the Centre after a
gap of eight years since quitting
the party and forming Arunachal
Congress in 1996.

Mr Apang was chief minister
of Arunachal Pradesh for a
record 19 years since 1980. Dur-
ing his tenure it became a state in
1987. Addressing a press confer-
ence here after the declaration of
results, Mr Apang said: “The CLP
meeting will decide who will be
the next chief minister. Since two
central party observers are here
they will announce the name of
the new chief minister after the
CLP meet beginning at 11:00 am
on Wednesday. If the -people
think I should be the chief minis-
ter, I will accept their decision,”
he said. —PTI

Centre allows
BIT BTCto
talk to NDFB

Bharti Jain
"~ NEW DELHI 11 OCTOBER

THE Centre has authorised the
chairman of surrendered outfit

Bodo Liberation Tigers (BLT) and |

chief executive member of the
interim Bodoland Territorial
Coundil (BTC), Hagrama Ba-
sumatary, to talk to the NDFB to
establish the veracity of its cease-
fire offer made via e-mail and ex-
plore the possibility of initiating a
formal peace process with the
outlawed group.

Since no direct offer of the so-
called ceasefire has been con-
veyed by the NDFB to the Centre
or the Assam government, the
Union home ministry bosses
here are treading with caution
and want to be convinced that
the NDFB offer is “genuine” be-
fore coming out with their

¢ reaction,

WITH 9 SEATS |




/chm

B Feoiista, e, so
IR TFNDA AT 242
W (SIBoNIR (T afic 72
e g of 7% arai
o4t fTae SEnam @301 en—
FAPIR AT 9% 1 e
(AR GECAR I 2 WS SieT O
ROTR T T AR Wewr
a5 ot ol a@ @l
RILICCACICERSINICACICCINN
T ReiT|

(7 *1g Tt et
(P8 TR *7 W7 T8 '
i+ IR (ol51e oA @ TFG
i T 701 7SI (0T )
TFEE AT @ (B A,
@ Pirgetel AreAifoTes w0
o’ w e S|
I W TSI Aegaiey
W I R Y R
e Qe oot @3

MRYE TWE e @
T AICAS (SI6A @ T4
SIwE IR F01E A T34,
5w, QO @ T — < fom
TWACHE qTew W61 = 12
/NS et [reta-a R
i Rt 1) GrRre e Rewrf™
Qe W G AR R
A JAAF (S9N
@ery Aetafe Rret Ml
o A1 SR A e e
AT 218 R LoD
R FLCA ReCR S 27
RSz zemm S @1 G

PO o Rewft g @2
AR Fewm s
aiim?z @N IEDIC TG
Rt endft fotiea

AGAN W moe
TAMER S LA LORIGT
=1 R @ P e e wme
8% WP | 2T R v, et
PP RERe sge
(TS (OT6 SRFIIBTET B
TR SorenfeRt duw o5 (reww
| A S T FCARCE,
T Rrer?2 7903 e s
PRI (SIb St Zrare ) & 51
B iom o5, W SeisE
e ST w sisr T
qu S AT IR
oS I35 MR Al e,
©iq vt w8e ¢ofb WP freotai
A A 3¢f67 oioF 21 @7
WWW @1 TR, TR

hHGRY

Wmawm
sve ez g FCE,
ﬁwﬁf GR TFANH FCATE
TG ¢, 95 T SOV&W
firam ¥ = e
LA WEeTR (97 B 1) so &w
2 5 8| b cofowrerR
FRAP © TTF b0 YA [v¢|
TSR FTHA WA |
IIW HLF 4T, (M-S
IR ST SN WY et
Rreft new Aok e
TS A FTATEA | S
7 oln Rerm efim sty
TS A sl s
2| (MR- FIHR T
Wﬁ &Cﬁﬂ A WECHS
sifert wifiaTes ) Oie awen
AN ol T B v
e 2ifEat Mrs 360 2

ANADABAZAR PATRIKA




“BuTy} S
a1y} op 0} InoqUSTau poog e se erpuj 0}
31 SeMO Usape[Sueq ‘SeI}AIOR BIPUL-TIUR
0] pasn aq 41031118} SIT 39] 0 J0U eYeY(
Uo 8sea0 jou Isnul amssaad ‘angorerp
B UT SJUBIIW 1Ses-YLIoN oy} Sur
-3e8ua aTTym — Jeard A[SuISeaIo
-Ut SUTI099q ST SUTL} 810 18A0MO

"WISLI0LI8) Jsurese
Jem serpuj jo 3red se ueas aq pmom
SaInseall 89y} 1eY) pue PoAIf-}Ioys
9 PMom saanseaul Yons jsurese wnraq
-0.1ddo reuoniewteiur Jety) sng.re surf STy
Jo syusuodoad oy, ‘wepeurey Surmp Jaq
-WBAON STU3 3ses] Je aped) aped oy dogs
Jo ysaperdueq ystund 0} Sa11eaI) J0jem
e }00[-a1 p[noys etpu] jeu) Sutns.re 1rels
SIdUIPIeY 3y} JI shoJjsesip Aenbs
9Q [t ] ‘T[T M3N WO JoI[aI POOT) Ue
-LIejIureuIny 81019 00T SY Y3 10J a[pany
B S9UI023(q SUISIU0D Pd

93 Yyorym wiody pue SuoSenty) jo ade
~IOUOUE J9JN0 Y} Je Paliaqg aJam ey}
sdIys ay Jo awos ‘syrey APl oy asrelyd
9S0UM J8pUN J9ISTUTWI SALIISNPUT A}
ST ‘[UeZIN UeuIyey-m-Nep Jopes] 1
“E[S[-e-JeEUIR( ISTRIUSWEpUN] 8L, "YSap
-B[3ueq U] ape.x) SULIe [eSo[[ 813 Pue 519
-pes] Teonifod ussmiaq SUI[ neqe uor)
-e[noads age.moous 03 sjoej ysnous dn
maay} Surpuey [Lady dn-payojoq ayJ,
jJusuusIsuoo ayy jo 1.aed
e A[Uo Sem SIY] puy ‘sjs[hq Jo spunol
U3e[ 07'81 pue saurzedew unsg-auryoew
-qnis 00p9 ‘Suns AW ], spew-Uet{el] 001
‘sdayouney 38¥00. 0T ‘SafyLa Jods orjew
-One-Tas o sung 1z oop ‘sieyoune|
apeUaIS 000z ‘Sepeusisd puey 000‘cz ‘sLy
“MV 00€‘T A[Teau papnjour pazres SuLIe
SUL 'P¥T J9ZIiI8q eaa) SuoFepniy)
PauUMO-JUsUILLIBA0S 313 0] paguo[aq A)18{
9y, ‘Suofenty) ur Apel peumo-jusu
-UIoA03 ® Je SIa[med)

o oy gSOMABOE oW oy papuowo
‘oTdwrexs J10J Kes ‘Usym eipuj-nue 10} Sem surle [e39[[1 jo ﬁm@E
O Boanbs oystions pasn oq o o s g
! U3 Tesf sty [rady ug
3urArdde uesw 03 auos >._Q=.=wu SH "ape. suLre-fede[
£q paje[sue.} ST 1X3U00 -TT 813 JOJ INPUOD € 30D
STU} ur ysape[dueg uo 18] 0} jou e)eyqg -9q Sey AIunod Jrayj

aanssaxd 3uting “exeyq
Jo 8101 813 Jnoge purw
UBIpUl 3yl ur syqnop
Auew asmeI  A1unod

uo asead jou
Isnuwi ainssald 3

Moy moqe siededsmou
19y} UT SWeaT Uaplam
8ARY $.103BJUBWIO0D
Tysspersued ‘[1os s asn

jey) ur A[eaa] punodte
aAow sdnoas jusSansur uerpuy jey)
o8] 8V} pue ysspe[dueq Ul opeJy Suiie
-TESO[[I JO S}USPIOUT SUISLAIOUT A ],
"8]e]s 81[} SOPISaq 1STXa sanausada.y
-8 AUBU JB1[} 9]qRUISA0SUN 08 dUI008]
sel] ysepe[sued sdey1od mouy| Jou saop
8uQ jAyordwoo sysaperdueyg jo aany
-01d & 03 dn ppe sjop 859y} Sururof seo(
"Pa3.I0JO0D Usdq PBY Y14 91y} ey} punoj
9880 1)) 0JUT SULIMDbUT 9)e1ISISEUW 81))
pue :drystapes] INg 9} 03 8so[0 a[doad
JO UOTIUDAISIUT 9} J© POSea]al I9je] adam
SYOILI} PBZISS Ay} ‘A1Ied [RUOTIEN USep
-e[Sued s,e17 BpaTeyy] Ja)sTUTUI ourrad
JO 8)eI00SSE 8S0[0 B 03 paguo[eq papeor
-UN Usaq 9ABY 01 PaAdI[aq aJ1om suodeam

03 sdnoag yusdamsur uerp
-UJ 0] IMOILIP 3T 8y 03 Ysepe[suey Uo
aanssaud 1nd 03 STIXa3U0d STY) UT S[qRIA
sy[Te1 Teontod oxew 03 Aem ATUo oy,
*$90.10J eTpu]
TIUE J9y30 pue wsyl Aq yjoq pepurny
pue ysspejdueq ur syuawa[e [nyremod
£Q — 8AaI[oq SIPAIISYO UBIPU] WIS
— Payoeload ‘Suodentyn Jo
eyey(J Ul $31S UoTIeZIueg.ao ay}
Jo drysaspesy doj a1 ‘efrymues

‘asned e 3ursnod
-89 a[TyMm Juswfordwus pred 188 0} Addey
9.Je 0UyM SI91SSUNOA 510U JUIOS JINAIAT
ATISEs Ued YI'I(] 913 ‘UOTIRUSI[R [e18U9S
pue juswsorduraun aress-a81e] jo uon

Sjue[Iw )

-BnIs Surreasad a3 uf ‘diysiapesy sit
USHEaMm JOU S30p WSS UT SaIped Va'1()
SUI[TTY Jey3 SMOUS 20USTIAAXa ToAOMOK]
‘angorelp e ur pagedus Sureq eojeq T9q
-WR23(T 158[ suoneado uenyg 9y} Jeyye
SeMm 11 Sk ‘paudyeam aq PoYs VA1
¥} onsie oym asoy) ale aJay
"S3PIS Y30q 03 UISOU0D JO 8q JYSIW Jey}
SaNSST IO JO IS0Y B YI1M SUOTE Passnos
-1P9q pmo2 31 se usdo A3uSra18A0s JO uoTy
-sanb a3} 9ARS] PTNOM ST, S, 1Y MIN
WO} 10 8PTS SYAIN WOIJ J8y}a suonIp
-U02-81d OU — SY[[B}  JEUOT}IPUOOUN,, 1598

A[mq pooy:moqysieN

-31S 03 PISTAPE J8119q 9Q pnoM BnTeg
"SaNSSI paje[ar-£}
-UST3I8A0S U0 soue)s Jjoy) Surusprey dn
pus osTe Aew seSeN o3 ‘Yl oyl Yiim
uonaeduwiod ojut padioy Jy ‘syrel edead
ESEN 8} U0 UaA9 Joeduit aarjedou & aAey
PIMOM BAOUI & YIS ‘S3pIsag "asTo oU0AUR
UM J0U pue Wayl Ym sai] a1doad oss
-WesSY a3 Jo AJuSTaI9A0s ay ], "anForerp
€ 9)e[dWallod UdAd 0] JUSWIUIIA0S Uk
-Ipur 8y 1o a[qrssoduut 1 sexeur , Ajusts
-I9A0S,, INOQe 8q P[NOYS SY[e} AU Jey)
UOoTHIPUO s enaeq ysared IoAsMOH

e s i

B3-ULON

s : ,\@
;%

SuieSuy

"SUOTIBZIUeS.I0 18} UTUYIIM WO.I]
angorerp e JIoJ puewsp Aue agejoqes
03 Usaq Sey Jej oS 9101 118y} J0ej U] ‘ong
~O[ETP € INOqe 8I90UTS J0U aIe L3} jey)
DPUE BTPU] 0 [EITUIIUT S80.10] [EUI31X0 £q
PIT[oU0d o.1e SI9PES] GAAN PUR VAT
do} auIOS Jey} 9ASI[q OUm 2SOY) oIe
SJ9YL "SHANO JUeIITUL 8L} JJO Jeay oY)
9381 0} Aofd 819t & SB SUI0S AQ U0aS 8ureq
ST SYOBJE 15110119} JO)Je UaAd 9P aq
0} anunuod pnoys — g4aN oy}
4q Appoautpur pue Va1 8y Aq A]
-JI8IIp — SNSO[RIP © 10 SI9JJ0 ey

"UoTI03IIp Jetf) ut deys e st sdnoas jue;
-ITIW 8U3 Y)Im ansorerp pue — astereur
SIU} 0] 143N0S 9 03 Sey] uonn[os [eal
Hod v ATeytfiurouy Jo d[ay aif) yIim Uy
-01q 8¢ JoUUe) Y[0J ATRUTPIO 9} JO JUSUT
JUBUOULSTP SUISLAIOUT 8y} pue sjue)
‘mu ey} £q uona0ixs ‘sueronyriod o1y
£q 1007 poziuedio Jo
Tedids snotara sy,

£oeI00UIap B SuIyjijeq

¢ S9210} Jeuonippe

Jo peaads ayJ, Kems p[oy 0} senuTIuco
SALIUMO0 SULMOqYSIBU 8y} Jo 80Uan[uL
OUSINSUT] PUe [eININO 8Y) PUe eade Iy}
Ut SU0)S A[OWAIIXS UTBLISI SSOUSNOLDS
-Uod [eqLI}) pue Tetoey “erpuj souspuad
-opur-jsod ur weqoad ay3 pajenjuasoe
J9U3InJ SALIBpUNOG 3]B]S JO UOTIRIIBW
-9p reuonje] -afdosd Jo jusuIsAow Jue)s
U0 M SOLIONAIS) payTun A[reuor)
-Ipe.a} aJem jeym YSnoyy ‘Lpe1 ur uon
.Ied 8y} Je)fe pajoade a1em S[eM "Usep
-B[3Ueq pue JRWUeA ‘BUIY) ‘Uenyg
UM ST Jued Jad 86 ‘eIpul Jo Isax ay)
UM ST S9]e)S UI9)SBaU1LI0U 93 JO SaLIe
-Punoq ay3 jo 1uad 18d om) ATUQ TeTMO
-8d ST 3IsE8-YLION oY) uT Wajqoad ey,
‘?[duwrexs 1oy
‘s9)e)S pUBLIRaY IPUTH SWOS UT 9S.10M
yonuw sdeyrad aJe SI0JEOTPUT JUAW
-doTaA8p pue UOTIENNS J9pI0 puE mef
9y} yjod Juswdo[aAsp Jo yoe[ Jo uon)
-sanb e A[enbijqo ATuo pue
J9pI0 pue Me[ Jo U0 JoU
ST JSBa-ULION S.eIpu] jo

Jauuew e U suelial U] PUaSS 10 Asuow w[qoad 3, ‘8.myet ut [eo
SPIBMO} ART[O( SAem MOy} 0} JoYYS -1fod age sdnoas yuelrru

-Te jou op Aduey
qInd 0} JUSS $A2I0J £}
-1In3es 8y, 3001 8y Jo

udaq aAey swia|
-qo.d s jsea-ylioN

98U} £q pasTea Suraq sensst
9y} se ‘sn3orerp reotirjod
© Jo soueltodur oy} Ausp

«OTeYS 13y, A[810UI ST 03 JMOTJIP 3q PInom

sdnous ueymiw ayy jo - Y} 9A|0S 0} sydwia) sutdon £ .wxﬁ 10§
pUBWap UOTII0IX8 8T,  _ urdoy Ajqeumsaad — aary
WSLI Jo J91eW € Se 1€ s.lyieg MON ) -95B3) B Pale[osp sey puef

91112 SurmnJa oy Suoure

-0pog Jo ju0iq OrjeIoow

PIpPIAID ST T[e MaN
w0y Juss spunj jusurdo[aAsp sy Jo uor
-10d 18)€9.3 9], "$30.10] AJ1.IMJ0S Teuon;
-TPPE UT PUss 03 10 31 Je AoUou M0IY} 0]
J9U}I3 U9a( 8ABY SWIQ0.Id S,3SBa-ULION
oY1 SuTAT0sa Je sydiaye s, [y MaN
"90USIUBAU0D JO
3efj e Ajo1eW UoRITIR TeonTiod aray) —
sdrys ajeaid ¥y a1 sdnois reontrod Sur
- 9T, "Wnodea ay) pay[yy sey Surijjou
pue SUIpoJs It SaINIINIIS 11oddns
£runuuiod feuonIpes) I8y ], 'sseLtemod
pue pejeusife [39] a[doad alaym justx
~19] ur 4381008 e ST ST, A11IUapT [euon
BU-qNS JO 9SUAS paualysIay v pajeato
PUE S31IST00S TeqLII 853U} JO SUIOS Pazl
-UI93s8p ATpTded 0S[E Sey L1TURTISLIY)

M

-9 [eUoneN 9y, 'sise[q
a3 I8)Je Aep & A[uo sn3o[eIp B JO J3]J0
o1qNd € 3pewW SBY WOSY JO JUOLJ UoT)
-BJaqrT paltu(] sy} Jo enaegq ysared

‘UI90U0D
SNOLIdS awos 3uIsned St ysepejdueg
‘aAnye19d00) A[1TR) U9aq Sey| JewueA
SMMUM ¢sdnoas ssslf) Inogqiey yorym
SALQUNCO SULINOqUSIBU 9SOy} YIim
Te3p IY[e( MaN pInoys moy A[puodes
PUV ¢o[qIsuodsal usaq aAeY 03 paseqe
SN0 JUa3ansul sy3 03 Y81 JUSWUISA0S
9} p[noyg ‘pueredeN pue
WBSSY UT s)Serq quIoq JO Sarx
-9 JUIDAT 91 JO 9yeM Ay} UT
JUSWIYST[e]Ss URTPU] U3 UT
payse duraq aae suorisanb om

N\ A
\ Ny

\o¥
\



AIIR: Te-54 oS Arfes
RegrRerE frE @ oitgw
ALY IR 9 W G WM
e e ey faraw
aifsrpdl @ MR 92
o RUPReE ong  FE
FER FRFIEE N @YY (AF
=8 ©I(3 Ie7 T (T OETP] @2
ol Wi AR @7 & g &
frrreef ofbang) g @3
MepARRE WMo Aty o
(oM ALY T @ WiE) e
HTed (FH FAENE RS
nbacs @2 IroiTa @ I T
T O (AR TS Wi
A 921 IMe I @F goar
qfrme, o TAE Wl
|fRage|” Fieae NEFSEa
GRFIE oY I @R (68
IR AR g AT W

ﬂ\m@mvgﬁ%aﬁa

&3 FAR!

ST e FR e
@ e Wi I e,
FeIff, eyl &k Ao
w8 TS (e 7w
whiare  fafen e SRy
S| IR N0y T
a7 vra 7 S A
RGBT ASHIE SCCE!
IR @S PRI I YA
AR, 8% TG GO G
*ARFESTm e w®eT w0
e ey, e ok S
BiRGTCT o B R T (c4-]
effer g IEq, “wi g
wf% g1 se) Fe I wfF
JETHTS GO 2T | AT
wifEtR wify Foe w91 3wk

wwmaan c%wﬁw
e NEa [AEra drEwef
BIAITS AR

A S (A
we [ afetedl  @Me
(TRE AT (TR FACO
sH oin e e, R
ST M- (TS eifor T A7
L ALHE GIFTA S WA
T 331Y (X-SITA AR W1
9@F WE IR IENHNE A
Roate, ©its 77 @e N @
TR TITS G2 ew g e
& @owR| A% Refmrees
TR SBIGT (I 2o W,
“sife @ Rrewre g, site
o TS @ [ Witz R Qe MR
HATE| TMe TP @ AL
oo ww @, s®
HNTE PIR W I4G, OO
P S AL W3 G WE
emd W firgl” @ & P

”ﬁt’iﬁ?rmﬁi? Wﬂi‘”ﬁ— TECET glorq

mmwﬁfﬁﬁwma@m

T4 AR AT R, T4
fofe et a=ferw, o3 @5
GIE G GF ALINF 9T O
ST T SR (63 TR

oAy wificaced, Tes-
IR CWRIRS @i
aFRen  sfferite TECS
oferpe afse @32 Sie wEIE
fire  GWRIERL s
I 4R TITFNT FIFIIL
e S AN Wew T 9@
AR ANIAG A, “SwAl
JAY FeF @I I ©IR
Afsral omief T (R @
iy fRwife s z@ Tez-
ST (3 9 % AR AH I
IS FIEE (@ 97 @F 3 @7
(ST J21), SR CF A
T Ilz) g T FEH 2O
NS T 71"




- Civil

[

(\ \ WO

By Suhas Chakma <) W ei |
HE abhorrent and calculated
actions of the armed groups in
the North-cast to cause maxi-
mum damage on innocent civi-

lians expose their disregard for the most

fundamental right — the right to life — 8

and has been met with spontaneous §
condemnation by civil society groups. £
The killings of innocent children in
Dhemaji by the United Liberation Front
of Assam on 15 August and by unknown
armed groups in Dimapur, Nagaland,
and Assam since 2 October constitute
crimes against humanity and no political
or other cause can ever justify such acts.

Traditionally, human rights groups
have restricted their role to monitoring
violation by State agencies. Since a State
has the sole legitimate right to use force
to provide security, maintain law and
order and guarantee protection of &
human rights within its jurisdiction, it is
natural that civil society groups would
focus on violations perpetrated by the
State agencies. However, as non-state
political entities resorted to serious
violations of humanitarian laws, civil
society groups increasingly started
debate as to how to address violations
by the armed opposition groups.

It was Amnesty International which first
condemned the Sendero Luminoso in Peru
and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam at
its International Council Meeting held in
Yokohama in 1991, Since then international
human rights groups have been vocal about
violations by armed opposition groups.

The Geneva Conventions and a host of
international instruments on terrorism
provide the legal basis to dealing with the
armed opposition groups. The common
Article 3 to the four Geneva Conventions of
12 August 1949 prohibits, among others, (a)
violence to life and person, in particular
murder of all kinds, mutilation, cruel treat-
ment and torture; (b) taking of hostages: (c)
outrages upon personal dignity, in particu-
lar humiliating and degrading treatment;
{d) the passing of sentences and the carry-
ing out of executions without previous
judgment pronounced by a regularly consti-
tuted court, affording all the judicial
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Union home minister Shivraj Patil visiting Hong Kong Market, the second site of Saturda's bmb blast in Dimapur.

— Eastern Projections

guarantees which are recog-
nised as indispensable by
civilised peoples”.

Persons protected by Co-
mmon Article 3 include all

Open
forum

debates, the Andhra Pradesh
Civil Liberties Committee had
to address the abuses by the
Naxalites. In its conference in
June 1997, the APCIC
stressed that “all revolutionary

non-combatants, even if they
have provided food, shelter or
other partisan support to one side or the
other, and members of the armed forces of
either side who are in custody, are wounded
or are otherwise hors de combat. If under
these circumstances, such persons are sum-
marily executed or die as a result of torture,
their deaths are tantamount to murder. The
adoption of the Optional Protocol II to the
Geneva Conventions of 1949 in 1978,
applicable to the organised armed groups in
internal armed conflict situations, has
strengthened the legal basis to address the
abuses by the “organised armed groups”.
While most mainstream civil liberties
groups in India rarely hold such policy

‘9 ]7[7 2""‘4
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partics had a right to chalk out
their policies. This should not undermine
the civil liberties of the people even in the
name of revolutionary struggle.”

Many civil society groups in the North-
east have been protesting against abuse by
the armed opposition groups. On 8 July
2004, women activists organised a
demonstration at the Zeliangrong locality in
Kakhulong, Imphal demanding the safe
release of the deputy director of Manipur’s
Commerce and Industry Department,
Kaphunchung L Kalmei, who was abducted
by activists of an armed outfit called Human
Rights and Protection Guild on 1 July 2004.

Various social organisations including

iety & armed groups

Manipur Students Federation condemn-
ed the killing of Shyamsunder in March
2004 by PREPAK. Qver 2,000 angry
villagers reportedly took out a rally from
Karang to Moirang with the body of a
four-year old girl named Salam Thoibi,
who was killed in an indiscriminate
firing by UNLF cadres in Karang village
in Bishnupur district, Manipur, on 22
B Fcbruary 2004. The Committee on Hu-
 man Rights, Manipur, in a statement on
16 August 2003 termed the killing of six
persons and injuring 18others in a bomb
|| cxplosion detonated®by the Peoples
i Liberation Army on a bus crossing the
Lilong bridge in Imphal west district on
14 August 2003 as an act of terrorism.

The increasing erosion of support
among the public to armed opposition
groups across the North-east is all-
pervasive. Therefore, the present
situation, contrary to the beliefs of
B8 sccurity hawks, provides an opportunity

| to the Government of India to repeal or
at least substantively amend the Armed
Forces Special Powers Act, 1958, which
provides a license to the armed forces to
kill with impunity.

There arc hundreds'of armed encoun-
ters across the region each year. Civil
society groups do not question each and
every armed encountegr between the ar-
med oppaosition groups arld security forces.
However, when people, whether innocent
civilians, suspects or members of armed
oppositions groups are captured from their
houses or villages and taken away and
routinely killed in fake encounters, civil
society groups rise up to protest. The arrest
and extra-judicial execution of Manorama
Devi is a case in point.

Unless the government can prove that its
security forces do not stoop to the same
level as those whom it calls “terrorists”, the
atrocities by these forces will continue to
contribute to the growth and sustenance of .
insurgency. Respect for Jjgman rights and
fundamental freedoms, and not merely
military cooperation with Bangladesh and
Myanmar, is the cornerstone to resolving
the insurgencies of the Noxth-east.

(The author is Director, Asian Centre for
Human Rights, New Delhi.)
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Army gets a
bigger role in
Northeast; o

Rajnish Sharma Y‘
New Delhi, October 6

THE UNION home
ministry today de-
clared that the security
forces would play a
more active role in
counter-insurgency op-
erations in Assam and
Manipur, ignoring the
agitations against the £ S
special powers enjoyed Shivraj Patil

by the army in the re-

gion. The ministry asked the army and BSF to
submit a detailed blueprint of their strategy, in-
cluding their deployment plans, within a “day or
two”. At present, the CRPF is in charge of most of
the internal security in Assam.

The ministry also directed Intelligence Bu-
reau (IB) director A.K. Doval to activate and
strengthen the bureau’s network in the region.
The IB drew flak for its poor information gath-
ering — especially because some reports said
Pakistan’s ISI had increased its “assistance” to
the North-east militants

The decisions were taken today at a high-lev-
el meeting, chaired by home minister Shivraj
Patil. Senior ministry officials said the initial
strategy would be to move large contingents of
BSF and the army to Assam and Manipur in the
next three days.

“The idea is to make the security forces more
visible,” a senior official said. After that a mas-
sive joint counter-insurgency operation, like the
one in Kashmir, will be launched by the army,
the BSF and the CRPE. If even that fails to tack-
le insurgency, a special unit comprising army,
the BSF and the CRPF men would be set up to be
deployed in areas where Ulfa and the NDFB
have launched fresh offensives.

“Since it’s not easy for the army and the BSF to
pull out their men from other areas and deploy
them in the North-east immediately, they have:
sought two days’ time to plan out the strategy;,” an
official said. Army chief General N.C. Vij, who at-
tended the meeting, also emphasised the need to
adopt an aggressive approach against militants.

Police reshuffle

. The Assam government yesterday transferred

i Dhubri SP L.R. Bishnoi and reshuffled several
other senior officers — including four IGPs —
for their failure to curb violence in the Bodo
strongholds. Last night, 12 more people were
gunned down by NDFB militants in Dhubri as
violence continued to rock the state.
# More reports on Page 3
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GUWAHATI, Oct. 5. — The 12-hour
dawn-to-dusk North East bandh called by
North East Students Organisation
(NESQ) paralysed life in the region bar-
ring Tripura where it had little effect.

The NESO had called for the bandh
demanding withdrawal of the Armed
Forces Special Power Act (AFSPA) from
the region and also in protest against the
series of explosions that rocked Assam
and Nagaland claiming a total of 77 lives
so far since 2 October. There was no
report of any untoward incident from any
part of the region during the bandh
hours, which were total in Assam,
Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya, Manipur and Mizoram.

NESO leaders here termed the success
of their bandh call, as a reflection of the
clamour of the region’s silent majority for
restoration of peace in this insurgency-hit
part of the country.

Meanwhile, Assam government today
stated that it would examine the veracity
of the positive response of the banned
Bodo militant outfit, NDFB, to the offer
of truce made by chief minister Mr Tarun
Gogoi last week. Amid the mayhem in
the state, NDFB chairman Mr DR Nabla
yesterday sprang a surprise by issuing
statements that the outfit was ready to
accept the conditional truce offered by
Mr Gogoi. The outfit said that it would

- ek

andh cripples N-E

convey its deciston to sit for dialogues
within a few days.

However, apprehensive of the real
intention of the statement issued by
NDFB which has been on the rampage,
Mr Gogoi gave a guarded response say-
ing: “We have to wait and see. The verac-
ity and sincerity of the NDFB response to
my truce offer needs to be established.”

Mr Gogoi, today said at a press confer-
ence: “Talks with the Ulfa must be
unconditional. They must realise it and
stop violence. Their activities clearly indi-
cate that they are not interested in the
welfare of the people of Assam.”

Khurshid takes on Opposition
Taking on the senior BJP leader, Mr LK
Advani, for his criticism of the UPA gov-
ernment’s handling of the North East sit-
uation, the AICC general secretary, Mr
Salman Khurshid, today charged that the
Opposition would like to “sabotage”
every government initiative.

Describing the North East situation as
“extremely grave”, Mr Khurshid said the
government and the party are aware of
their “responsibility” in the matter.

He said the Union home minister, Mr
Shivraj Patil, is seriously trying to resolve
the North East crisis.

Reacting to the Left’s criticism of Mr
Patil’'s handling of the scene, Mr
Khurshid urged the former to “offer con-
structive suggestions” for being “on the
same side”, reports our correspondent
from New Delhi.
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/Left asks govt to reject

NEW DELHI S OCTOBER

HE US offer for FBY helpin

I nabbing those behind the

bloodbath in the North
East has sparked offa controversy
with the Left parties asking the
Manmohan Singh government
to reject the proposal. The Left,
which has been targetting home
minister Shivraj Patil and the
ministry under his command for
lack of strategic thought process,
described the US offer an an un-
necessary intervention in the do-
mestic affairs of the country.

Sensing that it could give the
Opposition an opportunity to de-
clare that internal security opera-
tions have been handed over to
American FBI agents, an angry
Left asked the government to get
the home minister and the chief
ministers of Assanand Nagaland
to do what is required of them —
measures to tackle insurgency.

On his part, Assam chief minis-
ter Tarun Gogoi on Tuesday morm-
ing appeared impressed with the
US offer when he shared it with
the mediain Guwahati. He told re-
porters that he had received a let-
ter from the US ambassador offer-
ring FBI help for investigating the
blasts. He also declared that he had
no objection if the US investigat-
ing agency helps their Indian
counterpart in identifying the cul-
pritsbut made it clear it should not
be at the cost of national security.

Quoting Mulford’s letter, Mr
Gogot said: “Should you find it
helpful that the FBI should be
pleased to provide technical sup-
port for investigation. 1 have
also made this offer to home min-
ister Shivraj Patil. 1 hope
you will be free to contact me if
there is any other way that we
can be helpful.”

He said the letter also men-
tioned that the US has consider-
able expertise in investigative
techniques. Mr Gogoi said if the
Centre did not have any objec-

The Eco

US offer

~ Our Political Bureau %(\(

HELPING HAND: MuLFORD

tions it will be helpful as bigger
forces were determined to disturb
the entire North East.

The CPM1took exceptionto the
fact that the US ambassador
David €. Mullord has written
directly to state governments

or help in NE

saying the matter should be
discussed with the Centre. “It’s
strange that the request is
made directly to the state govern-
ment. This is unheard of. The
Centre should reject the offer,
said CPM politburo membe
Prakash Karat.

Taking a more belligerer
stand, the CPI wanted the horr
ministry to refuse US’ offer. "W
should not agree to this. Tt
Union government should co
vene a meeting of all political pa
ties in Assam and try to find ¢
answer to the problems thert
CPI leader D. Raja said. The
had blamed the home minis
for the messin the North East.

The US embassy in a stateme
on Tuesday condemned the vi
lence in the North East and «
fered assistance of FBI “if reque:
ed” to aid in the criminal inves
gation by Indian authorities
identify the perpetrators.

NDFB offers to hold
talks with Centre

Guy\(ghati
5 OCTOBER

tribal separatist group blamed fora spate of bloody attacks in
Assam on Tuesday offered to hold talks with government of

India 0 end nearly two decades of insurgency. “We are
ready 1o hold talks with New Delhi and shall soon convey our deci-
sion (in response) to the Assam chief minister’s truce offer,” the Na-
tional Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) said in a statement.

The outlawed NDFB, founded in October 1986, is fighting for
anindependent homeland for the Bodo tribe in Assam. “We have
asked our cadres to prepare themselves for a dialogue to secure
our goal of freedom either through peaceful and democratic
means orthrough prolonged fight with India,” the statement said.

Assam chief minister Tarun Gogoi had on Thursday offered a
ceasefire with NDEB and the United Liberation Front of Asom
(Ulfa), asking the two outfits to respond to the truce offer by Oc-
tober 15. “We welcome the NDFB's offer for talks. If they are sin-
cere we have no problems, but they should refrain from creating
any violence,” Mr Gogoi said. —IANS
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THE DEVASTATING BOMB blast at Dimapur
railway station in Nagaland and the series of
terrorist explosions in Dhubri, Darrang and
Kokrajhar districts of Assam over the weekend
are perhaps the clearest indication that the Na-
tional Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB)
and United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA)
have managed to overcome the military set-
backs they suffered when they were driven out
of their camps in southern Bhutan by the Bhu-
tanese and Indian security forces earlier this
year. If anything, it now seems their forced dis-
persal from the Druk Kingdom has made them
more mobile and desperate — and, therefore,
harder to counter. Although the Bodo outfit has
not claimed responsibility, the pattern of last
weekend’s campaign of terror strongly suggests
its involvement. As for ULFA, Paresh Baruah
has declared that this was his organisation’s re-
ply to the call for dialogue extended recently by
Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi. There is al-
so the possibility that the Khaplang faction of
the National Socialist Council of Nagaland as-
sisted the NDFB. Indeed the choice of Dimapur
as a target suggests that the motive was either to
embarrass — or settle scores with — NSCN
{Isak-Muivah), which is engaged in a protracted
dialogue with the Government of India. Cer-
tainly, the NSCN (I-M) has not taken too kindly
to the targeting of Dimapur: the group has an-
nounced a reward for information about the
perpetrators. This could mean that a period of
infighting among various militant groups in the
Northeast lies ahead.

Since its rebirth in the mid-1990s, the NDFB
has been one of the deadliest and least concilia-
tory of all the insurgent groups in the region.
Though the Bodo Liberation Tigers (BLT) com-
pleted their process of surrender in December
2003 and have begun participating in the inter-
im Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) set up in
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Kokrajhar, the NDFB has consistently rejected
all offers of a general amnesty. The BTC, envi-
saged by the Centre and the Assam Government
as the vehicle for protecting the autonomy of
the Bodos under the Sixth Schedule of the Con-
stitution, is seen by the NDFB as a sell-out. Like
ULFA, the group remains adamant about its de-
mand for independence; it is not interested in
dialogue unless this is conceded.

As the Centre considers its options, it would
do well to avoid any knee-jerk crackdown. Past
experience tells us that when the security forces
act in haste, the margin of error increases dra-
matically. To be effective, counter-insurgency
strategy has to be sharply focussed and profes-
sionally executed. Operations Bajrang and Rhi-
no may have led to the elimination of extremists
but the heavy-handed tactics adopted also
helped create a new base of resentment that
ULFA has successfully tapped into. In the long
run, it is the concern for people and their demo-
cratic and human rights that gives the state le-
gitimacy; it helps defeat insurgents like ULFA
and the NDFB that recognise no civilised norms.
Likewise, the Centre should think twice before
accepting the advice of those who feel it is time
to ‘tighten the screws’ on Bangladesh or Myan-
mar for allegedly providing shelter to Northeast
militants. New Delhi’s accusation against Dha-
ka is well known, as is Bangladesh'’s equally vo-
ciferous denial of any complicity in the activities
of the outlawed Indian groups. While the pres-
ence of individual ULFA or Bodo leaders in Ban-
gladesh — with or without the knowledge of the
Government — is undeniable, there is no evi-
dence that there are camps of the kind that ex-
isted in Bhutan until last year. The sooner India
drops any idea of ‘muscular’ talk, the easier it
will be to secure the cooperation of the Bangla-
desh Rifles in matters of blocking insurgent cells
from retreating across the border.
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~"Nagas rally for peace

By Nirmalya Banerjee
Times News NETWORK

Dimapur: When people hold
alarge rally and public meet-
ings to air their grievances in
a place where disputes are
traditionally settled at the
point of a gun, it tells a story.

That is what happened in
Dimapur on Monday. The
Sumis, a dominant Naga com-
munity, held a public meeting
and took out a procession.
Their number was estimated
to be 10,000, a large number by
Naga standards. Their griev-
ance was a killing that had
taken place in August.

The Sumis first held a pub-
lic meeting at the City Tower
and then marched in a pro-
cession through different
streets of the town to end at
Purana Bazar. They carried
placards like: “Killing brings
no solution,” “Don’t take law
in your own hands” and
“Justice should prevail”.

A placard of the Sumi
Frontal Organisation said:
“We want punishment for
erring officials”. Another
said: “There should be no
threat to peace”. The streets
of Dimapur were a riot of
colours as the Sumis turned
up either wearing their
colourful jackets or carrying
their traditional Sumishawls.

Army personnel keep a strict vigil at Guwahati railway station in Assam

According to Zheviche,
president of SSK, an organi-
sation of Sumi students, on
August 20, Ahuto, a member
of the Sumi community, had
disappeared. The next morn-
ing, his body was found with
injury marks. He was be-
lieved to be a deserter. “He
may be a criminal, but he
should have been given a
chance to defend himself,”

Zheviche said.

When contacted, National
Socialist Council of Naga-
land (Issac-Muivah) Cease-
fire Monitoring Cell con-
venor Phungthing Shimrang
did not make a comment on
the rally. “I have no comment
right now to make. But, the
differences will be settled
mutually,” he said.

The rallyists also carried a

number of photos showing
Ahuto’s body and the marks
of injury. According to Zhe-
viche, a complaint had been
lodged with the Government
of People’s Republic of Naga-
land, the parallel government
set up by the NSCN (I-M), de-
scribing the incident as a vio-
lation of human rights and
requesting action against
those who had done it.



12 killed as blasts rock

Y, wAssam for second day
0 Violence spreads to rHore dlstrlcts

By Sushanta Talukdar
and agencies

GUWAHATI, oCT. 3. Twelve per-
sons were killed and 58 injured
in incidents of violence that
rocked Assam for the second
day today.

The Inspector General of Po-
lice (Special Branch), Khagen
Sharma, said that suspected
militants of the National Demo-
ratic  Front of Bodoland
(NDFB) triggered a powerful
blast at a weekly market in Dhe-
kiajuli in Darrang district. Thir-
ty-seven persons were injured,
some of them seriously. One of

the injured died on the way to
hospital.

Three persons were killed
and 10 injured in a blast in the
busy vegetable market at Gouri-
pur in Dhubri district, police
said. Unofficial sources, howev-
er, claimed that five persons
were killed.

In another blast at a fish mar-
ket at Bijni in Chirang district,
one person died and eight were
injured.

NDFB militants triggered a
blast at Gossaigaon in Kokrajhar
district, in which one person
was killed and two were injured.
Two NDFB men were killed at

Rangapara in Sonitpur district
when a bomb they were carry-
ing went off. Militants shot at a
minor girl in the Baska district
of Lower Assam.

Army vehicle targeted

In attacks suspected to have
been carried out by the United
Liberation Front of Asom (UL-
FA), four army men were killed
and their vehicle was damaged
in a powerful blast in Upper As-
sam’s Tinsukia district. Two
other blasts damaged an oil
pipeline at Sonari in Sibsagar
district. The extent of damage to
the Oil India Limited’s natural

Patil agrees on coordinated
action against militants

By Our Special Correspondent

GUWAHATI, ocT. 3. The Union
Home Minister, Shivraj Patil, to-
day accepted the Assam Chief
Minjster, Tarun Gogoi’'s sug-
gestion for coordinated action
by the North-Eastern States
against the militant outfits
spreading terror in the region.

Talking to reporters at the Lo-
kapriya Gopinath Bardoloi in-
ternational airport here, Mr.
Patil said the Home Ministry
was in touch with other States
in the region and was likely to
give effect to the suggestion. He
hinted at a crackdown on the
militants, saying the Govern-
ment “would not spare anyone
involved in these incidents of
mindless v10]ence

Reviews situation )

Mr. Patil also reviewed the
law and order situation with Mr.
Gogoi and senior officials of the
Army, the police and the para-
military forces.

Asked which outfit was be-
hind the twin blasts in Dima-
pur, Mr. Patil sald it was the
handiwork of “some people
who were trying to spread terror
in the region and who did not
want the peace process initiated
by the Government to contin-
ue.” He said it would not be
wise to come to any immediate
conclusion when asked if he
thought any foreign agencies
were involved.

Talking to The Hindu, Mr.

Gogoi said he had impressed
upon Mr. Patil the need to exert
pressure on Bangladesh and
Myanmar to demolish the
camps of militant groups on
their soil. Assam had become
more vulnerable after the crack-
down on militants in Bhutan as
members of the United Liber-
ation Front of Asom and the Na-
tional Democratic Front of
Bodoland had spread to the
neighbouring States of Megha-
laya, Arunachal Pradesh and
Nagaland.

The Assam Chief Minister
said he had also spoken to the
Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh, and the Congress presi-
dent, Sonia Gandhi, on the need
for demolition of militant
camps in Bangladesh and
Myazynar. Unless the roots of
these insurgent groups were up-
rooted such incidents of vio-
lence would continue. Mr.
Gogoi said he had instructed
the security forces to adopt a
new strategy to counter the mil-
itants.

PTI reports from Dimapur:

Mr. Patil said the Centre
would try to put in place soon a
long-term strategy to tackle the
insurgency. Stress would be laid
on coordination among the
law-enforcing agencies, the Ar-
my and the paramilitary forces
in the North-Eastern States.

Visits blast sites

After holding talks with Mr.
Gogoi in Guwahati, Mr. Patil

travelled to Dimapur, the com-
metcial hub of Nagaland, to vis-
it the sites of yesterday’s blasts.
After holding talks with the Na-
galand Chief Minister, Nephiu
Rio, he said, “All help, including
additional security forces wher-
ever necessary to ensure protec-
tion of human lives, will be
provided by the Centre.” Peace
was an area “where no compro-
mise will be made.”

‘Talks will continue’

Asked if the violence would
deter the Centre from holding
talks with the militant outfits,
including ULFA, he said, “Tatks
are the only way by which issues
can be solved. These incidents
are sad. Still we are determined
and we will not stop talking.”

Asked if the violence in Naga-
land would have any bearing on
the peace process with Naga in-
surgent outfits, Mr. Patil said,
“No, certainly not.” Queried if
the peace process was moving
in the right direction, he said,
“There has been peace for sev-
eral years now, which shows it is
going in the right direction.”

On whether the incidents in
Assam and Nagaland were link-
ed, he said, “I think we should
not jump to this conclusion.
The only thing in common is
the date and the weapons
used.” The purpose of his visit
to Nagaland was to convey the
message that the Centre was
“rock solid” behind the State
Government and the people.

gas pipeline was unknown.

Another bomb exploded at a
shop in Dabosal in western As-
sam, wounding its owner, the
District Magistrate, A.K. Bhuta-
ni, said.

And in the nearby town of
Chitra, suspected militants blew
up an electrical transmission
tower, snapping power supply
to the area, he added.

A militant was killed when
the bomb he was carrying ex-
ploded at Puthimari under Ko-
laigaon police station in
Udalguri district.

ULFA militants exploded a
bomb at Borhat in Sibsagar dis-
trict, in which a tea garden la-
bourer was killed on the spot
and two were seriously injured.
The district police also reco-
vered 6 kg RDX from militants
and took 10 persons into
custody.

The violence spread to more
districts today, affecting Dhu-

bri, Bongaigaon, Kokrajhar,
Darrang, Morigaon, Chirang,
Udalguri, Sonitpur, Sibsagar,

Karbi Anglong, Kamrup and
Nalbari.

‘Joint attacks’

Mr. Sharma said that the
NDFB, which is demanding the
creation of a “sovereign Boro-
land,” had carried out attacks
on soft targets in a desperate
bid to draw attention on its 18th
raising day. The attacks had
been carried out jointly by the
NDEFB and the ULFA.

The Director General of Po-
lice, P.V. Sumant, said the
groups were coordinating their
operations to strike simultane-
ously.

“The Assam Police has infor-
mation that they [the NDFB and
the ULFA] do work together as
seen in yesterday’s serfal blasts
and firings by militants across
the State.” “We had discussions
with the Union Home Minister
as to how to coordinate the se-
curity operations against the
outfits as they are functioning
in unison,” Mr. Sumant added.

Alert sounded

Officials said “maximum
alert” had been sounded in the
areas where the NDFB was ac-
tive. Additional security forces
had been deployed and security
along railway tracks intensified
following apprehensions that
the militants could target trains.

Reprehensible acts, says
Kalam: Page 11
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