Naga rebels
“‘challenge
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OUR CORRESPONDENT

Kohima, Sept. 26: The NSCN
(I-M) has stepped into the
political limelight, appropriat-
ing for itself the role of a
government.

With the ban on the Naga
outfit no longer in place, it is
slowly but surely shedding its
“underground” tag. From soc-
ial vigilantism, it is now overt-
ly trying to step into the Nei-
phiuRio ministry’s domain.

The chief minister has not
taken kindly to the move.

The NSCN (I-M) has direct-
ed all private schools in Naga-
land to register themselves
with it, a step perceived by the
government as an “intrusion”
into its affairs.

The schools have also been
asked to add four more days to
their list of holidays by incor-
porating in the list the “Naga
national holidays”. These incl-
ude the outfit’s raising day (on
January 31). The other three
are “agony day — a day of sad-
ness for the nation” on Sep-
tember 27, “Naga republic
day” on March 21 and “inde-
pendence day” on August 14.

The chief minister descri-
bed the directive as “direct in-
terference” in the governm-
ent’s functioning. “They can-
not issue any directive to the
schools as this is entirely
under the jurisdiction of the
state government,” he said.

Rio made it clear that his
government would not allow
itself to be “dictated” by the
outfit in this manner.

In a press communiqué,
NSCN (I-M) deputy secretary
L. Luiyik said the outfit was
concerned about the quality of
education in private schools.
He said the organisation had
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been forced to monitor the fu-
nctioning of such schools. Th-
is, he argued, necessitated reg-
istration of schools with the
organisation.

The outfit also wants the
student-teacher ratio in each
school to be maintained at
50:1. It further said all teachers
should undergo basic train-
ing. “Maladministration in
the education sector will be ch-
ecked by the GPRN (Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic
of Nagalim),” it declared.

The NSCN (I-M) statement
said such steps were necessa-
ry to enable students to “grow
in the right direction”.

It also issued alist of direc-
tives to schools on hostel facili-
ties. No private hostel will be
allowed to be set up without
the outfit’s permission.

The NSCN (I-M) even men-
tioned the size and number of
rooms a hostel ought to have
and the composition of the te-
aching staff. “Sixty per cent of
the teachers in a school should
be local indigenous people.” It
had recently published adver-
tisements in newspapers seek-
ing applications from local
youths for recruitment to its
civil and armed wings.

The organisation had long
been running a paraliel gov-
ernment, but never before dir-
ectly interfered in the functio-
ning of the state government.
It only collected “taxes” from
government departments.

Rio appreciated the steps
taken by the outfit to eliminate
“social menaces” like drug ab-
use and black marketing of 1i-
quor in the dry state. “It is not
that we are taking any help fr-
om them. Any good step for
the welfare of the society, by
anyone, is always welcome.”
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-Apang’s arithmetig
9 Q’WBut rebel quotient bears watching %y\,\:\z\

AI"A‘unachal’s electorate cannot but fall in line for Gego
pang, one-time longest serving chief minister in the
North-east. He is a vote-puller, which fact the BJP realised
last year and gifted him the post by engineering defections in
the overwhelming Congress majority headed by Mukut
Mithi. The apparent saffron motive was to return with the
popular mandate in the October 7 assembly elections, but
just when things were looking up the party lost power at the
Centre. Apang’s logical next step was to return to Congress
with his entire ministerial team - after all, ethics and
principles go out the window when survival is the issue and
changing political affiliation is the hallmark of most North-
east politicians. The state was always a Congress bastion
until Apang quit in 1996 over the Chakma and Hajong re-
fugees issue, but with the past buried the party hopes to cash
in on his reputation as the epitome of peace and stability.
Judging by the 1999 election results, the Congress’ electo-
ral fortunes appear bright — it won 53 seats, four of these
uncontested, in the 60-member House. None of the 38
candidates Apang’s regional Arunachal Congress fielded
won. Only he did. While the Nationalist Congress Party did
well by bagging four seats, the BJP drew a blank. But the
BJP’s credible performance in the panchayat elections would
suggest all is not lost for it. The party could not have been
able to usurp power in Arunachal Pradesh without Naga
militant support — they are active in Tirap and Changlang
districts which together elect 12 legislators and they could
influence voters. Soon after assuming office last year, Apang
revoked the contentious Arunachal Pradesh Organised
Crime Act to contain insurgency and granted these two

districts autonomous status. Whether or not this good turn
pays him dividends remains to be seen.
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Fresh stir rages

Blockade puiﬁmrake

HTC & Agencies
Imphal, September 19

FRESH PROTESTS on Sun-
day ended a two-week lull in
Manipur, with hundreds of
people demonstrating aga-
inst the army and demand-
ing immediate repeal of the
Armed Forces’ Special Pow-
ers Act, which gives troops
the power to shoot on sight
and arrest without warrant.

The agitation comes close
on the heels of Union Home
Minister Shivraj Patil visit to
the state. Patil refused to
budge on the law, saying the
security forces needed lee-
way to fight nearly 20 rebel
groups active in Manipur.

The protesters have also
announced a 16-day block-
ade in the state, starting ear-
ly on Monday “We have
chalked out a massive action
plan to continue our protests
until the Act is withdrawn in
its totality Manipur will
burn if New Delhi continues
with its belligerent stand,”
Shiva Dutta, leader of the
Apunba Lup, which is spear-
heading the protests, said.

Buses and trucks will not
ply on the national highways
in Manipur from tonight be-
cause of the blockade.

All passenger buses plying
between Imphal and Guwa-
hati along NH-39 and Imphal
and Silchar along NH-53 will
stop services during the blo-
ckade even if additional se-
curity was provided to them.

The bus services will re-
sume only if a negotiated set-
tlement is reached between
the authorities and the agita-
tors during the blockade,
sources said.

A spokesman of the All-
Manipur Transport Drivers
and Motor Workers’ Union
said trucks and other heavy
vehicles would also stop its

Wer

in Manipur

9- 8%,

s on traffic movement on national highways

4

PTI

Protesters burn effigies of the Prlme Minister, home minister, chief minister and the Governor of Manipur at Tere Bazar in Imphal
(West) demanding the withdrawal of Armed Forces’ Special Powers Act from the state on Sunday.

services during the blockade.
He added that the blockade
has been called to press for
withdrawal of the Act and
there was no question of ply-
ing vehicles along the two
highways in the state.

Official sources had earli-
er said the authorities were
prepared to provide security
to vehicles that wanted to
continue services along the
two national highways dur-
ing the blockade. They said
about 300-400 buses and
heavy vehicles ply daily
along NH-39 and NH-53.

The Apunba Lup main-

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

tains that it is better to face
shortage of food and other

‘essential items than to suf-

fer the atrocities and excess-
es committed on civilians
by central security forces
deployed in the state under
the Act.

“The people of Manipur
want to live with dignity,
like the citizens of other
states, but the authorities
deny them this right in the
name of dealing with insur-
gency problem,” a Apunba
Lup spokesman said, adding
that there were different
laws to tackle the problem.

2 0 SEP 2004
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-~ Draw the line,

5 ‘ﬁ,ﬂ@\And rethink strategy in Mampur N

Atrr;}y chief General NC Vij is entitled to his belief that
roops are unable to effectively fight insurgents without
the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act. But has anything
substantial been achieved in the past 24 years that the Act
has been in force in Manipur? If Army personnel run amok
in the name of counter-insurgency, ignore the norms of
civility and defy the law itself — this has been happening in
Manipur — the line has to be drawn somewhere. There has
been a demand for the Act’s withdrawal since the infamous
July 1987 Oinam incident in which Assam Rifles personnel
allegedly went berserk after rebels overran an outpost.
What has outraged Manipuris is the manner in which
Manorama Devi was allegedly abused and slain while in
Assam Rifles” custody. A specifically trained paramilitary
force, the Assam Rifles has been around for more than 150
years but is no longer alive with its image as a “Friend of the
hill people”. Under the operational command of the Army,
the Home ministry is responsible for its upkeep.

The question of removing Assam Rifles from Manipur
does not arise, but why can it not be allowed to function
independently of the Army as was the practice before? It is
considered one the finest fighting forces trained in counter-
insurgency operations and no force of its standing would
like being reduced to playing policeman. Assam Rifles
personnel should be confined to barracks, their help sought
only when the civil authority finds this necessary. This could
be one possible way out of an impasse. Since Union home
minister Shivraj Patil has reportedly agreed to meet the
Apunba Lup, the organisation leading the movement
against the AF(SP) Act, this possibility is well worth
exploring.

’
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32 agitating groups may meet Shlvraj Patil next week

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, September 16

IN WHAT is being viewed as
an important breakthrough
to end the deadlock in Ma-
nipur, representatives of the
Apunba Lup, the umbrella
organisation of 32 agitating
groups in the state, are ex-
pected to meet Union Home
Minister Shivraj Patil here
next week.

This, Home Ministry
sources added, was indicated
to Patil by Manipur Chief
Minister Ibobi Singh, who
met him this afternoon.
Even during his visit to Ma-
nipur earlier this month,
Patil had a brief meeting
with representatives of the
Apunba Lup but the talks
failed as the protesters in-
sisted on withdrawal of the
Armed Forces Special-Pow-
ers Act (AFSPA) from the en-
tire state.

Meanwhile, after his meet-
ing with Patil, even Singh to-
day ruled out the possibility
of withdrawing the AFSP
Act from the entire state. The
Act, he insisted, has been
withdrawn only from the
seven Assembly segments in
the Imphal region.

Patil, however, said there
was a view that some sec-
tions of the AFSP Act should
be reviewed. But the deci-
sion, he added, has to be tak-

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

en by the Cabinet following
detailed inputs from the se-
curity agencies and the Law
Ministry. Singh said the Cen-
tre was open to the idea of
looking into some sections of
the AFSP Act. Patil once
again reiterated the Centre’s
commitment to talk to “any-
one” in the state, including
insurgent groups. Both Patil

PTI
Manipur Chief Minister Ibobi Singh on his way back from the
Prime Minister’s Office in New Deihi on Thursday.

and Singh believe the situa-
tion in the state has im-
proved considerably.

Earlier, emerging from the
meeting with Patil, Ibobi
Singh said the Centre had
agreed to review some por-
tions of the AFSP Act but
ruled out its complete with-
drawal from the state saying
that “extortions and seces-

sionist and separatist move-
ments are still going on in
other areas of the state”.
The state government had
repealed the Act from the
Imphal municipal area last
month following widespread
protests after Manorama
Devi was allegedly raped and
killed by Assam Rifles ja-
wans on July 11. “They (pro-
testers) are insisting (that
the Act be withdrawn from
the entire state). But at this
juncture, it’s not possible to
withdraw it any further”.

Nexus alleged

Asserting that Manorama
Devi, whose death in the cus-
tody of Assam Rifles created
a furore in Manipur, had
“questionable credentiais”,
Army Chief N.C. Vijj said in
Srinagar that there were re-
ports of her “underground”
connections. “As far as the
credentials of this lady are
concerned, they’re question-
able. She was, from all ac-
counts, mixed up with the
underground. There are re-
ports available on that,” Vij
told reporters.

Referring to the post mo-
rtem report of Manorama,
which reportedly ruled out
her rape in custody, the
Army Chief said, “It’s clear
that there’s no rape and I
think this is one fact which

17 SEP 2004



<" GEN. VIJ BRIEFS PATIL ON MANIPUR

‘Army not for

Awﬂhdrawal
of Specia !W
Powers

By Sandeep Dikshit

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 13. The Chief of
the Army Staff, N.C. Vij, today
told the Union Home Minister,
Shivraj Patil, that counter-in-
surgency operations in Manipur
would be compromised if the
Armed Forces (Special Powers)
Act was further diluted or with-
drawn.

In a presentation to Mr. Patil
here, Gen. Vij said the with-
drawal of the AFSPA from Mani-
pur could give rise to similar
demands from other States in
the North-East and Jammu and
Kashmir. He was articulating
the dominant view in the secu-
rity establishment about the
need to have the AFSPA for
fighting insurgency. The AFSPA
gave wide-ranging powers to
the Army and enabled it to re-
main “aggressive” in combating
militancy.

Reopening talks

The Centre has indicated to
the former Manipur Chief Min-
ister, Rishang Keishing, MP that
it was not averse to reopening
talks with the agitating stu-
dents. Mr. Keishing called on
Mr. Patil today. The meeting
took place in the backdrop of
Mr. Patil’s visit to the State earli-
er this month when the Apunba
Lup, a group of 32 organisations
demanding the withdrawal of
AFSPA, walked out of a meeting
with Mr. Patil. Mr. Keishing told
The Hindu that when he con-
veyed to Mr. Patil the willing-
ness of the Apunba Lup to
resume talks in Delhi, “I found
that the Home Minister was
quite prepared to talk”.

On the other hand, official
sources were tight-lipped on
Gen. Vij's meeting with Mr. Patil
but it is said that Gen. Vij point-
ed out that withdrawal of the
AFSPA from the municipal lim-
its of Imphal had weakened the
counter-insurgency drive in the
city. Emerging from the pre-

sentation, Gen. Vij refused to
give details and said that “it was
a regular meeting on everything
concerning security.”

Sources said that such meet-
ings between the Home Minis-
ter and the Army chief took
place every month in view of the
Army’s heavy involvement in
internal security duties. The
meetings were “omnibus’ in
nature though it was admitted
that Manipur figured more
prominently in today’s interac-
tion.

The sources said that the Ar-
my officers who made the pre-
sentation to Mr. Patil indicated
that they were simply forward-
ing their assessment of the sit-
uation and it should not be read
as an ultimatum of any sort. At
the same time, they recalled
that the former Army chief, V.P.
Malik, had strongly reacted to
the move initiated by a section
of the security establishment
some time ago to withdraw the
AFSPA.

The Assam Rifles — com-
manded and largely staffed with
Army personnel — could not do
without the AFSPA in the North-
East, he had told the then Cabi-
net Committee on Security.

The Army’s perception would
be a crucial input in the Cen-
tre’s strategy to deal with the
unrest in Manipur triggered by
the alleged rape and killing of a
Manipuri woman, Thangjam
Manorama Devi, by men of the
17th Assam Rifles. Mr. Patil to-
day called on the Prime Minis-
ter, Manmohan Singh, and
briefed him on the situation in
Manipur as the first step in this
direction.

Both Gen. Vij and Mr. Patil
have visited Manipur to get a
first-hand account of the situa-
tion. Gen. Vij conveyed his im-
pression to Mr. Patil, after
interacting with senior officers
of Assam Rifles, the Ilargest
counter-insurgency force oper-
ating in the North-East.
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By tribe alone,

NSCN(IM) counting its chickens... " \“&\

Satlonal Socialist Council of Nagalim (Isak-Muivah) adver-

1sement in a Dimapur-based daily inviting applications for
the posts of under-secretary and section officers is of substan-
tial interest and the response — particularly from Manipur’s
Senapati district, from where the outfit draws its cadres and
Ukhrul, home district of general-secretary Thuingaleng Mu- -
ivah — is likely to be overwhelming. There is little doubt that
all applicants will be Nagas but the insertion is quite specific
about candidates and their tribes. The absence of caste system
and names offering little clue to status, this clause serves to
expose how deep tribalism runs in Naga society. This re-
cruitment is the logical next step to successful peace talks but
so far nothing is clear about future government structure. Will
the NSCN-IM, in the event of a negotiated settlement, have its
own civil set-up and render the present lot redundant? This is
a possibility unless the leadership opts for a peaceful transfer
of power as in Mizoram where former chief minister Lalthan-
hawla sacrificed his democratically-elected government to
make way for rebel Mizo National Front leader Laldenga
following the 1986 Mizo peace accord.

The NSCN-IM, though, is counting its chickens before they
are hatched because as of now there is no sign of when the
second round of peace talks will resume. Nor has there been
any significant progress towards reconciliation initiated by the
Naga Hoho, an opinion-forming apex council of elders. Con-
trarily, the process has floundered since the en masse resig-
nation by Naga National Reconciliation Council members fol-
lowing scathing criticism of its composition by the NSCN-IM
léadership. The Isak-Muivah faction, however, seems intol-

erant ofe)er(ytrzing outside its writ and its aggressive demands

make a breakthrough well-nigh impossible.
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fglorltlse progress

5¢ %\0\ Patil's remedy |mpract|cal

very party in power at the Centre since the early 1990s
has, in the absence of a pragmatic approach, invariably
tried to please the North-east by doling out money in the
belief that development should precede peace with militan-
ts. If a few favoured the other way round, some North-gast
leaders wanted both to go side by side, as Union home min-
ister Shivraj Patil seems to agree. But however well-inten-
tioned his emphasis on scientific utilisation of the region’s
natural resources, its hydel power potential and the opening
of trade routes and highways to neighbouring South-east
Asian countries, it does not seem feasible in the prevailing
circumstances where one finds a militant presence in every
scheme launched. Manipur’s Thoubal multi-purpose irriga-
tion project, work on which started in the 1970s and which
was to help double-cropping, is yet to be completed because
of Naga rebels objecting to the construction of a dam.
Instead of being fed theoretical remedies, the region
would be best served if local governments work towards en-
suring rebel outfits do not interfere with construction work.
And the Centre need pay particular attention to early com-
pletion of on-going projects like the multi-crore rupee hydel
scheme in Arunachal Pradesh; conversion of the 208-km
Lumding-Silchar metre gauge via Lanka which, when com-
pleted, will help landlocked Mizoram, Manipur and Tripu-
ra; and the 178-kmm  Kumarghat-Agartala rail link. Trade
with Myanmar through Manipur’s border town of Moreh is
yet to pick up after nearly 10 years of its being legalised be-
cause rebels rule the highway. However strong on theory he
may be, practicality demands that Patil realise an egg needs
breaking to make an omelette. /

i/
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MANIPUR TALKS INCONCLUSIVE

A “’Patil offers to,,
K 'meet insurgents

By Vinay Kumar with agencies

IMPHAL, SEPT. 5. The Union
Home Minister, Shivraj Patil, to-
night extended a call for talks to
all insurgent groups and others
in Manipur. This followed an in-
conclusive meeting he had with
a delegation of the Apunba Lup,
a group of 32 organisations
spearheading the agitation for
the withdrawal of the Armed
Forces (Special Powers) Act (AF-
SPA) from the entire State.

Emerging after the nearly
hour-long meeting with Mr. Pa-
til at the Raj Bhavan here, the
leaders of the Apunba Lup said
“we had only one demand of
withdrawal of the Act but that
has not been accepted.”

On his talks with the delega-

tion, Mr. Patil said “they are
bright young students who are
angry »

Some of their demands could
be accepted while on some oth-
ers further discussions were
necessary, he added. Asked why
the AFSPA could not be with-
drawn when the Prevention of
Terrorism Act could be re-
pealed, he said there were basic
differences between the two
provisions.

He said that POTA was en-
forceable in the entire country,
but AFSPA had to be enforced
either for six months or one year
only in some parts where need-
ed.

Mr. Patil, who arrived here
from Shillong this afternoon,

J

vowed to deal with the situation
in Manipur with “sympathy and
understanding.” He met public
delegations, former Chief Min-
isters, political groups, opposi-
tion MIAs, top State
Government officials and secu-
rity agencies.

He also held separate meet-
ings with the Governor, S.S. Sid-
hu and the Chief Minister, Ibobi
Singh.

General strike

A general strike, called by the
Apunba Lup, greeted him. Nor-
mal life came to a standstill and
the city wore a deserted look. All
the main markets were closed;
children turned otherwise busy
streets into impromptu play-
grounds, watched by security
personnel.

Security was tight, and the
road leading from the airport
and all main roundabouts were
dotted by personnel of the Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force, the
Rapid Action Force and the
State police.

Three former Chief Ministers
— Reishang Keishing, Radhabi-
nod Koijam and W. Nipamacha
Singh — who met Mr. Patil at
the Raj Bhavan, said they had a
“frank and detailed” discussion
with him.

Talking to reporters later,
they said they were interested in
a lasting solution to the prob-
lem in Manipur and pointed out
that Manorama Devi’s killing
was not related to insurgency.

THE HINDU
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‘s Army salve o

OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Sept. 3: The Centre is keep-
ing options open on the next step in Ma-
nipur where the movement demanding
withdrawal of the Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act has forced a rethink in the se-
‘curity establishment.

Senior leaders will meet over the next
week to assess the situation after the vis-
its of the army chief, General N.C. Vij,
who was in Manipur today, and Union
home minister Shivraj Patil, who is due
in Imphal on Sunday.

The defence ministry and the army
have staunchly argued against the act
being withdrawn or diluted. The army
has told the leadership that it would be
severely handicapped in its counter-in-
surgency operations without the cover
provided by the act.

But the Centre is still debating op-
tions, sources said. The security estab-

TS-EL TEOT

N )
lishment has assessed th2 withmg

the Assam Rifles would not be possible.
The Assam Rifles is such a large force that
its withdrawal will leave too large a gap in
the security grid. No other paramilitary
force can spare enough personnel to fill a
void left by the Assam Rifles. Its role also
defines it as the penultimate force before
the army directly gets involved in an in-
ternal security situation.

General Vij today met chief minister
Okram Ibobi Singh, according to a de-
fence ministry release in Delhi. The army
chief has “reiterated that the army was
very keen to establish the truth and facts
relating to the death of Thangjam
Manorama”.

The sources said that in large meas-
ure, the situation in Manipur would de-
pend on the progress of the investigations
into the killing of Manorama.

The army, on its part, says it is confide-
nt that its personnel will not be found

any

n Manipur,

guilty. On the army chief’s orders, the
service has voluntarily sent for DNA test-
ing the blood samples of all the soldiers in
the patrolling party that had taken Mano-
rama into custody. In his interactions in
Manipur, Vij repeatedly stressed this
point.

“We are very keen to establish the
truth and facts relating to the death of
Thangjam Manorama. It is for this reason
that the army had on its initiative expedi-
tiously organised blood samples of 33 per-
sonnel for the DNA test,” the defence min-
istry statement said.

The general has “assured that should
any culpability be established, the guilty
will be most severely dealt with in keepi-
ng with the ethos and discipline of the ar-
my”. Vij, the statement said, had made a
“goodwill gesture” to the people of Mani-
pur and had said that he has no objection
to the Kangla Fort being handed over to
the Manipur government at the earliest”.

-~
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Mampur reflects N

Action against
Assam Rifles
jawans, though
welcome, will not
solve the
problem of
Manipur or of
the region as

a whole;
withdrawal of
military forces
in collaboration
with a
developmental
strategy will,
writes JK DUTT

SUBSTANTIAL terrorist
source is the stream of educat-
ed, unemployed youth. The
agedy and trauma that has
befallen Manipur is truly lamentable
and reflects the hopelessness of the
people of this hapless state of India.
There has been unending criticism
and debate on the action of our
security forces in Manipur apropos
the Armed Forces Special Powers
Act, 1958. Notwithstanding the cer-
titude of such deliberations, it would
be revealing to delve into the issue in
a holistic way instead of approaching
it in an abstract fashion.

This infamous Act came into
Manipur about 20 years back. It was
first ntroduced in Nagaland ~ the
Naga dominated areas of North-east
India actually - by Jawaharlal Nehru
over 45 years ago consequent to his
failure in tackling Angami Zapu
Phizo’s demand for Naga indepen-
dence. Nehru proclaimed himself to
be a man of peace but his actions in
NE India belied such proclamations.
His vision of India comprised
Kashmir, the “cow belt” and New
Dglhi. He did not particularly care
avhether the eastern portion of our
gountry held any relevance in his
agenda. One evidence of this was his
unedifying remark during the Sino-
Indian conflict of 1962 when the
Chinese army stood overlooking the
Brahmaputra river, “...my heart
goes out to the people of Assam...”
This was the sum total of India’s
Prime Minister’s accountability
towards fulfilling his charter!

India’s oldest insurgency, the Na-
ga movement, has been handled eg-
regiously by our leaders, right from
Nehru’s days. Seeing the Centre’s in-
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ability in addressing this insurgency,
various other insurgent groups in
NE India began to flex their might.
Amazingly, the Centre’s response to
this was dispatching more troops to
contain the turmoil that was gradu-
ally engulfing state after state. This
was the biggest mistake. A a socio-
political cum socio-economic issue
was treated as a security related one.
It is inexplicable why an intelligent
person like Nehru engaged such a
modus operandi, one that went
against his own self-declared princi-
ple of peaceful coexistence. Worse,
this methodology has been ruthless-
ly instrumented by successive Prime
Ministers after Nehru.

The NE is our country’s most im-
portant geo-strategic region because
of three factors: one, the fegion
shares its borders with five foreign

nations to include the crucial Thi -

Junction (India-China-Myanmar)

area; two, it is one of the richest seg--

ments in terms of industrial poten-
tial; and three, it epitomises the very
core of our existentialism depicting
secularism, pluralism and multi-eth-
nic cohabitation. Despite this, the
authorities have deliberately neglec-
ted this region for the past 57 years.
The people of the NE have thus
become wholly alienated and disen-
chanted with New Delhi’s posturing
towards them, they have begun to
gravitate psychologically towards
China via Myanmar, Pakistan’s ISI
on its part has jumped on to a veri-
table readymade bandwagon and is
effectively fuelling the fire. How
long will this state of affairs contin-
ue?

The main grievance of the NE’s
residents is, in spite of their region
being so wealthy in natural resour-

ces, precious
little has been done to develop these
resources. Tea, forestry, paper, oil
and natural gas, petroleum, hydro
electricity, tourism, fruit processing
and handicrafts and handloom are
some items of developmental inputs
that can transform this region into a
revenue churning goldmine.

The crux of it all is, development
provides employment. The absence
of employment leads to frustration,
violence prone agitation, insurgency
and ultimately a demand for seces-
sion. This in a nutshell is what is
afflicting NE India. Added to this is
the unabated influx of infiltrators
from Bangladesh. Demography has
gone haywire in many border dis-
tricts, often resulting in communal
massacres as had happened at Nelli,
one of the worst cases, in the 80s.
Doubtless, infiltration from across
the border has been covertly encour-
aged by our politicians to suit their
own vote bank interests.

Some glaring instances of discrim-
ination against the NE are highly
disconcerting, For example, no top-
level Central government appoint-
ments are made from this regjon.
We need to bear in mind that the NE
represents one-fourth of our coun-
try, no less than eight states. Yet, ap-
pointments like those of the Presi-
dent and his Vice, the Prime Minis-
ter and his Deputy, Cabinet minis-
ters, blue riband government secre-
taries, ambassadors and high com-
missioners, chiefs of the armed
forces and paramilitary units, Chief

- Justices, -heads of public sector un-

dertakings, high profile governmen-
tal advisors, officers on exclusive
special duty and so on are devoid of
any appointees from the NE. Other
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than an odd
Purno Sangma,
James Lyngdoh
or Chokila Iyer,
no other name
comes to mind.

Are people from

the NE untouch-

ables? Do they
not possess one
of the highest
degrees of litera-
cy and educa-
tion? Are there
any justifiable
reasons for their
being so openly
sidetracked? If
so deemed, surely
a special quota
can be allocated?
Whenever a for-
eign sports team
comes to play in
India, no fixtures are
organised in the capi-
tals of the NE states.
The same goes for
national  champion-
ships. Don’t the people
of NE India like sports and games?
The region has produced u number
of outstunding sportspersons. One
might recollect that India’s football
captain at the 1948 Olympics was a
Naga. Yet, no interest is shown by
those who matter in bringing the NE
on to India’s sports map.

The most distressing part of it all
has been New Delhi’'s permanent
attention to Kashmir, again courtesy
Nehru. 1t is a blatant case of half a
state being given the world on a plat-
ter vis-a-vis a contiguous group of
eight states that are offered periodic
crumbs. Today, the Indian Railways
are in the process of extending the
track from Jammu unorthwards.
What crime has the NE done to be
deprived of even a modicum of com-
munication infrastructure? New
Delhi’s feeble attempts to amelio-
rate the NE’s deficiencies through
the discredited North Eastern
Council and its old-wine-in-a-new-
bottle avatar, Department of North
Eastern Region, have fooled no one,
least of all the NE’s residents.

Eventually, the region’s people
took recourse to the only effective
mode in order to draw attention to
the gross inequities that had been
heaped on them, and that mode was
by taking up arms against the state.
They were virtually pushed into it.
Instead of addressing the crisis
through conscientious negotiations,
the Centre sent the Indian Army to
“quell the rebeltion!” The fallout of
this folly has been disastrous as
Manipur has amply demonstrated.
Every single state of the NE barting
perhaps Sikkim, has been under mil-
itary harness for as long as one can
remember. All efforts by the NE’s
people to be treated as part and par-
cel of a united India have been
rebuffed by New Delhi, cosmetics
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E dilemma

being the sole proffering,

An incisive query is, who are these

so-called insurgents operating in NE
India? Are they Pakistanis, Chinese,
Bangladeshis or of some other
nationality? The unpalatable truth
is, they are cur very own unem-
ployed lot who have realised that the
state is least interested in their well
being and instead is trying to sup-
press their aspirations by brute
force. Obviously, such suppression
has drawn an equal rebound.
Amidst this conflict-ridden scenario,
the jawan has been made into a con-
venient scapegoat. He is dubbed as
the villain of the piece whereas the
true culprit is the neta who has pur-
posefully created this despairing sce-
nario and is getting away scot-free.

How does one redress the tinder-
box that is NE India? A radical
change in our governance methodol-
ogy is warranted, What we need is an
independent ministry for the NE
under a Cabinet-ranking minister
who will be accountable to
Parliament for all aspects of the
NE’s development. This ministry
should be located at Guwahati with
a sector headquarter each at
ltanagar and lmphal. The ministry

will execute an economic revolution

in the region, ensuring that develop-
mental progress rides in tandem
with employment. This process must
be given the widest publicity. All mil-
itary units must be withdrawn and
the police brought into full play as is
normal in the other states of the
country. The AFSP Act must be
rescinded for good.

As part of this all-encompassing
renaissance, the NE should be acc-
orded the status of a special econo-
mic zone and be included as a con-
stituent of India’s newly formed
“Look East” foreign policy. The NE
should also be made a permanent
component of the Kunming Initia-
tive. West Bengal can be inducted
into the scheme of things to facilitate
the use of Kolkata’s port and airport
as trade points. For ease of adminis-
tration, Arunachal Pradesh should
be bifurcated into two separate
states, East and West Arunachal,
with Tezu as the East’s capital.

Recalling the Kangla Fort incid-
ent, court-martialling the Assam Ri-
fles’ guilty persons will not solve the
problem of Manipur. Nor will such
parallel actions do likewise in other
NE states. Complete withdrawal of
the military forces in collaboration
with developmental strategy will.

Tailpiece. Periodically, the Kash-
miris threaten that they will seek
secession from India if their interests
are not looked after above and
beyond everything else..Jt will not
make the slightest difference to
India if they carry out their threat.
On the contrary if NE India secedes,
India will certainly collapse.

(The author is a retired Lieutenant
Colonel of The Indian Army.)
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33 Jawans’ blood
“"for rape test .

OUR BUREAU

Imphal/New Delhi, Aug. 31:
Blood samples were today col-
lected from 33 Assam Rifles
personnel for DNA tests to as-
certain if any of them had
raped Thangjam Manorama
after her arrest on July 11.

The head of the forensic
department of the Regional
Institute of Medical Sciences
supervised the collection of
samples. The commandant of
the Assam Rifles’ 17th battal-
ion, Col. Jagmohan Singh, was
present during the process.

The DNA tests will be con-
ducted in Calcutta. Tests con-
ducted at Calcutta’s Central
Forensic Science Laboratory
revealed semen stains on a ga-
rment that Manorama was
wearing when she died in Ass-
am Rifles’ custody, lending cre-
dence to the allegation that
she was sexually assaulted be-
fore being shot.

As the blood samples were
being collected, officer-in-cha-
rge of Irilbung police station
Gunindro Singh moved the
Imphal chief judicial magis-
trate’s court for DNA tests on
any Assam Rifles jawan that
the police investigation team
might consider a suspect.

“We have moved court bec-
ause the Assam Rifles authori-
ties have not identified the sus-
pects/accused personnel in
the alleged rape. The question
is, whose DNA is to be tested?
Even if the Assam Rifles au-
thorities produce the accused,
how can we verify whether
they are the real accused?” a
senior police official asked.

The official said DNA tests
on the 33 personnel from wh-
om blood samples were collect-
ed might not reveal the truth.

“None of the 33 personnel
who participated in the opera-
tion (to arrest Manorama)
could be the culprit. The

THE TELEGRAPH

woman may have been taken
to one of their posts for inter-
rogation and someone else
may have committed the
crime.”

The army, under which the
paramilitary force operates,
has been insisting on DNA
tests from the day the forensic
report was made public. Col.
Singh yesterday deposed be-
fore the C. Upendra Commis- -
sion, which is investigating
the circumstances leading to
Manorama’s death.

In Delhi, leaders of the Ma-
nipur Opposition urged the -
Centre to declare a “unilateral
ceasefire” with militant grou-
ps active in the state as the fir-
st step towards defusing the
crisis.

A delegation led by I. He-
mochandra Singh submitted
identical memoranda to Pri-
me Minister Manmohan Si-
ngh and home minister Shiv-
raj Patil.
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“Manipur panel begins

n- came

Press Trust of India%
Imphal, August 30

THE C. Upendra Commis-
sion probing the rape and
killing of Th Manorama
Devi on Monday began in
camera examination of the
four Assam Rifles personnel
accused of the crime as the
agitation for the removal of
the Armed Forces Special
Powers Act from Manipur
continued.

The Commission began
proceedings from 11:00 am
at the Imphal Central Jail in

"KILLING

the presence of the counsels
for the 17th Assam Rifles
personnel and family mem-
bers of Manorama Devi.
Union Home Minister Sh-
ivraj Patil would arrive here
on September 5 on a two-day
visit to hold discussions to
assess the situation.
Official sources said that
Patil would hold talks with
representatives of various

PTI

College students staging a protest demanding repeal of
AFSPA from Manipur being arrested in front of the chief
minister’s house in Imphal on Monday.

ra hearings, .-

gnoups and security officials
and state leaders. The work-
ing committee of the 32 or-
ganisations spearheading
the stir, in a statement, said
if the Union Minister’s visit
to Manipur was not connec-
ted to the withdrawal of the
Armed Forces Special Pow-
ers Act, it would be better
for him to stay away.

The defence ministry had
asked the state authorities
to conduct DNA test of the
four accused following rep-
orts by Central Forensic Sci-
ence Laboratory, Kolkata
that semen stains were fou-
nd on the undergarments of
Manorama.

Justice P.G. Agarwala of
the Gauhati High Court had

. on August 27 ordered that

the AR personnel could be
examined at Central Jail af-
ter hearing two separate pet-
itions filed by the Comman-
dant of 17th Assam Rifles
and the four constables chal-
lenging the state’s notifica-
tion on the constitution of
the Commission.

Cycle rally, 50 held

A protest rally on bicycles
was taken out from Keibi
Taret Khu to Yumnao Khu-
nou on Monday. About 50 st-
udents were arrested for att-
empting to handover text-
books to Manipur Gavernor
S.S. Sidhu. Students destro-
yed hundreds of books befo-
re the Raj Bhavan gate.

/

31 Ayn 0o



“Ulfa’s last stand?

é_f v %,@“E)r Gogoi's last hurrah? 9& 7Y

ispur’s failube to counter Ulfa’s growing belligerency has in
August alone cost 19 lives — 15 civilians, four of them
children, and four security force personnel. Chief Minister
Tarun Gogoi’s ineffectiveness is apparent from the daily blood-
- bath and Assam’s descending to the status of Kashmir. If
Dhemaji’s Independence Day carnage — 13 dead — the 26
August serial blasts that killed five and subversive activities are
not enough for genuine alarm and firm action, Gogoi may have
to hit the door running. He is seen to be acting tough but his
reaction to the latest blasts was, to say the least, regrettable. On
television, he sounded disillusioned — and his remark that the
“Ulfa has waged a war against the people, what is their pur-
pose?” exposed his ignorance of militant machinations. Also
irrevelant was his reference to the 1983 Nellie and Gohpur
massacre of Bangladeshi immigrants during the Assam stud-
ents’ anti-foreigners agitation which, in a sense supported Ulfa
self-styled commander-in-chief Paresh Barua’s recent diatribe
about Aasu having no moral right to criticise the Dhemaji

incident since it had been part of that carnage.

Ulfa is a problem that all parties must strengthen the Cong-
ress adminsitration to tackle and overcome. Gogoi’s proposal
for a joint command to coordinate operations is not new; when
it was mooted in the 1990s not all the seven states were inte-
rested. But given that the Ulfa has suddenly changed tack to hit
soft targets a la “Islamic terrorists”, the proposal warrants
attention. Meanwhile, all MPs from the North;?j must persist

with their demand for political dialogue. So
will Dispur wait to crack the whir?

much longer
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Ulfa divided over dialogue

N\
\b‘(

UNION MINISTER of State for De-
fence Bijoy Krishna Handique on Sat-
urday claimed that the Ulfa leader-
ship was divided over holding peace
talks with the government.

“There is a widening rift, in fact a
sharp division, within Ulfa’s top
brass, with one faction willing to hold
talks with the government and the
other opposed to and adopting a bel-
ligerent posture,” the minister told.

Handique’s statement comes in the
wake of a spate of explosions in As-
sam blamed on Ulfa, a separatist
guerrilla group fighting for an inde-
pendent homeland since 1979.

“The division within Ulfa has cre-
ated some problems for talks al-
though the government of India is
ready for negotiations and wants to
end the militancy through the process
of dialogue,” Handique said.

Meanwhile, newspapers quoted
Ulfa’s self-styled commander-in-chief
Paresh Baruah as saying that the out-
fit was ready for talks with New Delhi
on the issue of sovereignty or inde-
pendence. “Sovereignty is the core is-
sue for us and we are willing to sit for
dialogue anywhere if this is dis-
cussed,” the Ulfa leader said.

The Ulfa has unleashed terror in
Assam in the past fortnight triggering
up to a dozen blasts and killing up to
22 people and wounding at least 100 in
separate incidents, mostly targeting
civilians. On August 15, Ulfa militants
triggered a powerful landmine explo-
sion in the eastern town of Dhemaji,
killing 15 people, mostly students, dur-
ing an Independence Day parade.

“The Ulfa is now using mercenaries
and linkmen to carry out blasts on soft
targets, including children and public
property, due to dwindling cadre stre-
ngth,” said Anup S. Jamwal, general
officer commanding the army’s Four
Corps engaged in counter-insurgency
operations in Assam.

On Friday, 47 Ulfa cadres surren-
dered before army authorities with

Agencies
Guwahati, August

n"r et
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t@gcks flee camps, surrender

AP

An Ulfa militant surrenders his arms to an army official in Charidwar.

arms and ammunition. “Our leaders
wanted us to strike terror across the
state and instructed us to do whatev-
er possible to create panic. A vast ma-
jority of us were totally against such
indiscriminate attacks and so we de-
cided to flee our camps and surrender
before the authorities,” said S. Das,
an Ulfa cadre who surrendered.

Some 30 militant groups, including
Ulfa, are waging insurgencies in the
North-east seeking greater autonomy
or independence. More than 10,000
people have lost their lives in Assam
during the past two decades.

High alert in south Assam

High alert has been sounded in South
Assam’s Barak valley following re-
ports that Islamic fundamentalist
groups were planning a major strike
in the area. “The district administra-

s
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tion held several discussions with the
army, police and para military forces
to tighten security as the area has a
long international border with neigh-
bouring Bangladesh,” Cachar Deputy
Commissioner Sunanda Sengupta
told here on Saturday.

Cop killed in shootout

Ulfa militants continued to indulge in
stray incidents of violence, killing a
policeman in a shootout and planting
an explosive device on the railway
track, which was detected by the po-
lice. Official sources said here today
that one policeman was killed in an
exchange of fire with Ulfa activists
who lobbed a hand grenade at a police
party led by Additional Superinten-
dent of Police PR. Kar at Saharikota
under Moran police station of Dibru-
garh district last night.

I/
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MEA officers
hunk classes

Saurabh Shukla
New Delhi, August 28

THE FOREIGN Office's
much-hyped virtual class-
room for mid-career train-
ing for IFS officers lies in a
state of virtual reality a
month after it was launched
by external affairs minister
K. Natwar Singh.

The reason: a batch of IFS
officers who have boycotted
the classroom till the min-
istry provides them with
computers at home and
makes some changes in the
programme. "It is stupid to
expect us to do such a course
online. It is an intensive six-
month course with 12 hyper-
links. The government sho-
uld provide us with comput-
ers,” one of the IFS officers
told HT.

The programme was start-
ed for two IFS batches - the
junior batch (1992) is for
those on their way to becom-
ing directors and the senior
batch (1985) is for directors
on their way to becoming
joint secretaries. While the
senior batch has shown some
interest, the junior batch is
still up in arms.

Modeled on the lines of
the mid-career programmes
of the British Foreign Office
and US State Department,
these courses - conducted by
the Foreign Office’s training
institute - are aimed at en-
hancing diplomatic skills.
“These are two critical lev-
els in an officer's career and
the idea is to train them
specifically on their new re-
sponsibilities. The '92 batch
wants some changes and we
are examining them." a sen-
ior official said.

A sore point with the jun-
iors is that while the senior
batch gets to attend an all ex-
penses paid training exercise.
they only get to log in.
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~Five killed in
ULFA blasts

()‘\‘9 ("/\( Times News NETWORK (\\\

Guwahati: Five people, including two BSF
personnel and two minors, were killed and 61
others injured in a series of explosions car-
ried out by ULFA in Assam.

One person was killed and eight others were
injured in a grenade attack at a cinema hall in
Dibrugarh on Wednesday night. The rebels
also detonated an improvised explosive devise
(IED) on the railway tracks in Kokrajhar dis-
trict on Wednesday night, and followed it with
a bomb blast in the same district, inside a pri-
vate bus at Gossaigaon on Thursday morning
in which one person was killed.

Hours later, a bus carrying BSF personnel
and their families from Tura to Guwahati hit an
IED in Goalpara district resulting in the death
of a sub-inspector, a girl child and the driver of
the bus. Six other BSF personnel sustained in-
juries. The police said the BSF men and their
families were proceeding on a holiday.

IGP (special branch) Khagen Sarma said
ULFA carried out the series of blasts to divert
the public attention away form the August 15
killings of 13 people in Dhemaji.

The blast at Gossaigaon ripped through a
private bus travelling from Chapatgram to
Alipur in West Bengal. According to the po-
lice, 37 people were injured in the blast. One of
the injured later succumbed to his injuries in
the hospital. Another bomb exploded at
Tangla in Darrang district on Thursday after-
noon. The police said that no one had been
hurt in the explosion.

A caller identifying himself as ULFA's C-in-
C Paresh Barua called up TOI office and owned
responsibility for the incident at Goalpara dis-
trict and the blast on the railway track. How-
ever, he denied the outfit’s hand in the other
two incidents at Gossaigaon and Dibrugarh.
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If stir stops, Act
may go: Ibobl

Rahul Karmakar
Guwahati, August 24

IN WHAT could have reper-
cussions in New Delhi, Ma-
nipur Chief Minister Okr-
am Ibobi Singh told protes-
tors on Tuesday that his co-
alition government would
contemplate ridding the sta-
te of the much-hated Armed
Forces Special Powers Act
(AFSPA)

- He had a condition,
though: the protesters must
restrain themselves and see
how the partial removal of
AFSPA works out.

Singh’s desperate attempt
to pacify the anti-AFSPA
protesters, barely 24 hours
before the expiry of a dead-
line set for all Manipur
MLAsS to resign, was aimed
particularly at students who
have vowed to surrender
their textbooks by Wednes-
day if a decision to withdr-
aw AFSPA from the state
was not taken.

Incidentally, the results of
the forensic test conducted
posthumously on the 32-
year-old Thangjam Manora-
ma are supposed to be sub-
mitted to the C. Upendra Ju-
dicial Commission of inqu-
iry on Wednesday.

The ongoing unrest in
Manipur was triggered by
the alleged custodial death
of Manorama, said to be an
underground PLA activist,
on July 11. “Our (Secular
Progressive Front) govern-
ment is in favour of com-
plete removal of AFSPA, but
at the same time we want
that all forms of violence

THE DS T AN TIMES
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. mainshut on Wedn
o pre-empt st
© from handing over
~ text books to the

“grities; to protest v
- ministration’s failtire'to 0
'repeai the Armed Forces :

should be stopped,” the
chief minister said on Tues-
day, appealing to both the
protesters and the different
militant outfits in the state.

Ibobi Singh, notably, had
announced partial withdra-
wal of AFSPA on August 12
following a month of inten-
se agitation against the Act.

The Apunba Lup, the core
body of 32 organisations
leading the protest, rejected
his offer outright demand-
ing lifting of the Act from

the entire state.

The UPA government at
the Centre adopted a “wait
and watch policy” in respon-
se to Singh’s idea of partial
relaxation of AFSPA from
the Imphal municipal area.

Meanwhile, incidents of
sporadic violence have been
reported from the streets of
Imphal and beyond on Tues-
day as protestors burnt mo-
re Indian national flags and

copies of the Constitution to
register their protest.
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/@%Ulfa fast losing friénds‘and sympathisgrs

Ifa is hoist with its own petard. Killing of 13 people)\10 of

them schoolchildren, at Dhemaji on Independence\Day
has shocked even its staunchest supporters and invited
widespread condemnation. In what is significant, following
this cold blooded act, a senior Aasu leader said his party
neither subscribed to the Ulfa demand for “Swadhin Asom”
nor supported its “armed struggle”. In what could be a
turning point in relations between the two outfits, self-styled
Ulfa commander-in-chief Paresh Barua took umbrage and
retorted that since Aasu was involved in massacring a large
number of Bangladeshi immigrants at Nellie in 1983, it had
no moral right to criticise the Ulfa. Aasu also expressed its
displeasure by shutting off life for a day. Ula’s
misconception that killing and mayhem will return it to~
centre stage is costing it friends all round and it must rethink
strategy. Its relationship with the AGP is far from cordial. In
a sense, the Ulfa lost face in 1997 after it abducted and
killed social worker Sanjay Ghosh and forced the closure of
his NGO that was constructing a Majuli island dyke to stave
off erosions. Nor has the Ulfa threat deterred the electorate

from exercising their franchise.

If Ulfa’s hardcore leaders have the peopie’s welfare at
heart, they must surrender. Chairman Arabinda Rajkhowa
is said to have mellowed but he is still unpredictable given
the Catch-22 situation in which he finds himself. It is Paresh
Barua who wields the gun and leans heavily on foreign
agencies inimical to India for material support. He is
turning insurgency into terrorism. Ulfa has degenerated
into a band of criminals and robbers. Dhemaji may not be
the end of the road, but every drop of blood it spills weakens
Ulfa’s commitment to “Swadhim Asom”. Its murderous
agenda leaves little scope for a political solution. Perhaps
the Centre will have to think in terms of another Operation

Rhino to deflect the political interference.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT

Imphal, Aug. 22: The group
of 32 organisations spear-
heading the agitation against
the Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act in Manipur to-
day asked all legislators from
the state to resign by August
25 or face social boycott.

After more than a month
of turmoil over the demand
for lifting the act, the twin
districts of Imphal today re-
mained unusually calm with-
out any violent protest dur-
ing the curfew-relaxation
hours.

But the undercurrent of
tension was evident as the
Apunba Laup, the group spea-
rheading the movement,
set the August 25 deadline
for all the 59 MLAs and

- three MPs to step down for

~#failing to act together for
scrapping the draconian
legislation”.

The Okram Ibobi Singh
cabinet had removed the
“disturbed areas” tag that
gives the security forces
sweeping powers from the
Imphal municipal limit on
August 12 without approval
from Delhi. However, this
“bold” step failed to pacify
the protesters.

Pebam Chittaranjan, a
student activist, committed
self-immolation on Indepen-
dence Day, stoking the em-
bers further. Chittaranjan
was symbolically cremated

House quit cry
@ In Maplpur

his family members yes-
terday, after his body was cre-
mated by the state authority
as unclaimed on August 17.

With yesterday’s crema-
tion, the general strike called
by the Apunba Lup came to
an end. However, the protest-
ers are gearing up for a more
intensified agitation.

The Manipur Forward Yo-
uth Front demanded today
that the Assembly be con-
vened within 48 hours to take
a resolution to withdraw the
act from the whole state.

The Political Parties For-
wm, Manipur, an umbrella
organisation of all Opposi-
tion parties, today urged
Delhi to initiate a political di-
alogue with underground or-
ganisations to find a solution
to the decade-old problem of
insurgency in the state,

“As a goodwill gesture
and also to pave the way for
holding peace talks, Delhi
should declare a unilateral
ceasefire with all the militant
organisations of Manipur,”
forum convener and former
deputy chief minister Leis-
hangthem Chandramani Sin-
gh told the media today.

Official sources said the
curfew was relaxed from 4
am to 9 pm in the twin dis-
tricts today;

As Imphal remained
calm, hundreds of protesters
gathered at the Wabagai
Higher Secondary School in
Thoubal district.
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g
/GREATER GARBAGE,
"o/ Meghalaya must stand'strong

THE low key demand for Greater Garoland since 1992
now gains stridency with involvement of the militant
A'chik National Volunteers Council. And this after the
outfit signed a ceasefire accord with the UPA. The
motive behind the truce, it would appear, is to press for
official and political acceptance of its demand that seeks
to include parts of the west Khasi hills, Assam’s
Goalpara district and even Bangladesh — a tall order
that deserves short shrift. There is no reason why
Khasis and Garos cannot live in peace since there is no
known enmity between them. Admittedly Garos are
educationally and economically backward, but there is
no discrimination against them. In the 60-member
assembly, they have 24 reserved seats and, like the
Khasis, enjoy 40 per cent job reservations. Since
attaining statehood in 1972, most Meghalaya chief
ministers have been Garos. Khasis acknowledge the late
Garo leader Captain Williamson Sangma’s contributions
to the statehood movement.

Now that the ANVC is obliged to honour the ceasefire,
it must exercise restraint to ensure continuity. Its ban
on circulation of the Meghalaya Guardian in the Garo
Hills is uncalled for and violates the terms of the truce.
Having won public support, the outfit must also learn to
accept criticism. Intimidation of the press serves no pur-
pose and problems must be thrashed out amicably. The
DD Lapang government must ensure the truce works to
the state’s advantage and persuade the Khasi extremist
group — Hinniewtrep Achik Liberation Council — to
vome to terms. Already there are signs of a hundred cad-
res surrendering. When peace returns, Meghalaya could
cash in on its tourism potential.

THE STatremay 72 UG gl



“Manipur varsity raid:
Ultra held , arm s found

SNS & PTI q Q/

IMPHAL, Aug. 21. — The Manipur
police arrested a militant and
seized an AK 56 rifle, two maga-
zines and 25 live rounds during a
raid at the Manipur University
hostel, a senior police official said.

The rebel, Heikham Chinglemba,
an activist of the banned People’s
Revolutionary Party of Kangleipak,
was arrested and a revolver and
four rounds seized from him during
a search at Wangkhei Ningthem-
pukhri area here late last night, SP
(Imphal East) Mr Kh. Chandrama-
ni Singh said.

Interrogation of the militant led
to the recovery of the arms at the
university boy’s hostel at Canchi-
pur, 6 km from here. A booklet en-
titled A brief account  for
demanding sovereignty of Manipur
written by Revolutionary People’s
Front, the political wing of the sep-
aratist People’s Liberation Army,
was found from the boys hostel
room no 118 occupied by one Chan-
dam Jiten Singh (22), who was not
present when the raid was made at
5 a.m. the police officer said.

This was the first time that such
a massive search was made on the
Manipur university campus.

Manipur bandh called off

The indefinite bandh which had
crippled normal life in Manipur for
the past five days was called off to-
day. This followed the “funeral” of
student leader Pebam Chitaranjan
using a pangong (a kind of wood'
used to replace bodies which have
either disappeared or not recov-
ered) by his family.

Pebam had self-immolated on 15
August to protest against the
Armed Forces Special Powers Act.
He died the following day due to

Women protesters burn Indum goods to demand repeal of the
AFSP Act. In Imphal on Saturday. — PTI

burn injuries. His unclaimed body
was cremated by police on 18
August. However, Pebam’s family
refused to recognise the cremation
and chose to cremate him using the
pangong.

Police and para-military forces
put up barricades and stood guard
on all arterial roads to prevent
thousands of agitators who had
threatened to take to the streets for
the “funeral”. Chitaranjan’s death
had triggered the indefinite bandh
call by the 32 organisations spear-
heading the agitation for removal
of the Act. A short procession was
also taken out from his residence to
the cremation ground by mourners
zarrying placards and festoons
demanding removal of the Act.

The 32 organisations, while an-
nouncing the lifting of the bandh,

said that the agitation would be step-
ped up soon.

Sources said the number of persons
detained under the National Securi-
ty Act had gone up to 32 after the ar-
rest and detention of 12 persons,
including nine women, yesterday

In contrast, Saparmeina in Sena-
pati district saw about 300 protest-
ers demanding continuance of the
AFSP Act in the state, official re-
ports said. However, leaders of the
procession said they were forced by
Assam Rifles personnel posted at
Saparmeina area, about 35 km from
here, to take out the procession. ‘
MP’s outhouse set afire: Uniden-
tified persons set fire to the out-
house of the residence of Manipur .
MP Mr Meinya Singh and a gov- |
ernment office in Manipur, official '
sources said today.




‘CPM ditches CPI,
lends supportto
Armed Forces Act

%ur Political Bureau g
“NEW DELRI 20 AUGUST 'V

E CPM, a diehard op-

I ponent of strong laws,

on Friday came out in
support of the controversial
Armed Forces Special Powers
Act (AFSPA). Differing with thé')
CPI, which wants the Act to go,
the CPM said extraordinary laws
are needed to tackle extraordi-
naty situations.

The party has been opposing
Pota on the ground that ordinary
laws can tackle terrorism. CPM
members, in their interventions
in Parliament, have been critical
of strong laws and even forced the
ruling party to pledge its support
for the repeal of Pota.

Its support for AFSPA —much
harsher than Pota — is obviously
prompted by the assessment of
the CPM-led Tripura govern-
ment, that stringent laws are

%‘B

needed for tackling i msurgency

anipur gets
extra time to
tide over crisis

$(0ur Political Bureau

NEW DELHI 20 AUGUST

THE situation in Manipur contin-
ues to be grim. But to give the
Okram Ibobi Singh government a
breather of sorts, Union home
minister Shivraj Patil said on
Thursday the Centre would give
the Manipur government “some
more opportunity and time to set
things right.” Mr Patil ruled out
any immediate plans to impose
President’s Rule in Manipur. He,
however, conceded that unrest
continued despite the state gov-
emmments withdrawal of the
Armed Forces (Special Powers)
Actfrom Imphal. “There are other

opuons provided for in the Consti-

The CPM’s sup-
port for AFSPA can-
not but be distress-
ing for its support-
ers in the
Left-liberal estab-
lishment. For, this
section holds the
AFSPA as a “dra-
conian” legislation.
Under this Act, all

security forces are PATIL MANI(PUR) MATTERS

given unrestricted
powers 1o carry out operations
once an area is declared disturbed.
Even a non-commissioned officer
is granted the right to shoot for
maintaining public order. It was
first applied to the northeastern
states of Assam and Manipur and
amended in 1972 to be extended
toallseven statesin the North East.
At a press conference here,
CPM leaders said the Act should
remain operational in intensely
disturbed areas. This stand of the
CPM is in conflict with the posi-
tion of the CPI. The CPI, which
had been demanding removal of
the Act ever since violence began
in Manipur, has welcomed the
partial lifting of the Act. Mean-
while, the CPlon Friday asked the
Centre not to impose President’s

Rule in Manipur.

tution,” he said.

Though  the
Centre as well as
the Congress top
brass here are con-
templating invok-
ing Article 356 in
the northeastern
state, they are
aware of the asso-
ciated risks. In the
first place, dismissal
of the Ibobi Singh
government could embitter a sec-
tion of the state Congress unitand,
second, there is no guarantee that
the situation will improve. As for
the option of a change in state
leadership, a replacement for Mr
Singh would be hard to come in
these times of crisis.

Perhaps this quandary explains
why the Centre is delaying its ac-
tion. Mr Patil said: “We are watch-
ing what the elected government
is doing there... but if the situation
continues to be difficult or worsens
further, we will take necessary ac-
tion.” Renewing the government’s
commitment to hold tatks with “all
insurgent groups willing to talk to
us,” Mr Patil hinted that some peo-
ple in Manipur, mcludmg for?

i

chief ministers, were in favot
¢ discussions being started.
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By O&x Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 18. The Govern-
ment today reiterated its wil-
lingness to hold talks with
political parties and sections of
the people in Manipur as part of
its efforts to find an amicable
solution to the continuing un-
rest there. Briefing members of
the United Progressive Alliance
(UPA) and some supporting
parties late today, the Union
Home Minister, Shivraj Patil,
said that the Centre was keep-
ing a close watch on the situa-
tion in all the North-Eastern
States, including Manipur.

The meeting was presided
over by the UPA chairperson,
Sonia Gandhi, and attended by
the Prime Minister, Manmohan
Cingh, senior Ministers and al-
“most all the leaders of the par-
ties that are part of the UPA.

CPI(M) stays away

A significant feature was that
despite being invited, the Com-
munist Party of India (M), the
Revolutionary Socialist Party
and the Forward Bloc stayed
away, while the CPI participated
in the meeting.

Briefing presspersons after
the three-hour meeting, the
Parliamentary Affairs Minister,
Ghulam Nabi Azad, said that
detailed discussions were held
on a range of issues, including

- A close watch on

Manipur, the situation in Jam-
mu and Kashmir and the mea-
sures taken by the Government
to deal with the situation ob-
taining out of the rise in the
prices of petroleum products in
the international market. The
UPA members also expressed
concern at the rise in inflation
and were assured by the Fi-
nance Minister, P. Chidamba-
ram, that the Government was
doing all.that was necessary to
control the situation.

Mr. Patil apprised them of the
law and order situation in Ma-
nipur and expressed grave con-
cern at the failure of the civil
administration in the State.
There was no shortage of funds
for the development of the
North-East and as much as Rs.
3,000 crores was lying in the
non-lapsable pool. The CPI
leaders, A.B. Bardhan and D.

THE HINBU

North-East: Patil f

Raja, cautioned the Govern-
ment against doing anything
that would alienate the people.
On Jammu and Kashmir, Mr.
Patil said the Government had
decided to continue the dia-
logue with all groups and indi-
viduals in consultation with the
democratically-elected repre-
sentatives. There had been a fall
in the incidents of infiltration
from across the border and one
of the reasons for this was the
near-completion of fencing
along the Line of Control.

More steps on oil prices

Mr. Chidambaram assured
them that the Government was
ready to take “ further steps” to
keep the oil prices in check de-
spite the spiralling international
prices of crude.

The meeting was informed
that the bill to repeal the POTA

19 AUG 2NN4

would be moved in Parliament
during the current session.

CPI sources indicated that
the decision of the CPI(M), the
RSP and the Forward Bloc not to
attend the meeting was surpris-
ing.
According to a senior CPI
leader, two days ago all the Left
parties decided to attend the
meeting. “We were surprised to
get a call this afternoon saying
that the decision had been
changed,” he said.

The CPI(M) said that it had
decided to stay away in view of
the fact that it was not part of
the UPA and there Was no agen-
da for the meeting.

“We will say whatever we
have to say at the meeting of the
Coordination Committee of the
UPA and the Left parties,” said
the CPIM) general secretary,
Harkishan Singh Surjeet.



IMPHAL, Aug. 18. — At least 21 leaders
of the agitating organisations have been
arrested even as the stand-off between
Apunba Lup, the umbrella body of 32
organisations, and the state government
continue for second day over the funeral
procession route of Pebam Chittaranjan
who committed suicide to protest the
Armed Forces Special Powers Act.

With the government adamant on not
allowing the procession to be taken out
as wanted by the organisations, the body
of Chittaranjan remain unclaimed and
the statewide general strike continued.

Protesters and Chittaranjan’s family
members wanted the body to be taken to
Bishnupur, where the deceased lived the
last part of his life and also committed
self immolation, and then bring it back
to Imphal to be cremated at Takhel
Leikai, where he was born. But the state
government wanted the body to be cre-
mated either at Bishnupur or Takhel
Leikai. The government also disallowed
taking the body to and fro. Apunba Lup,
however, stuck to its demand, refusing
to take the body. The Lup also called a
statewide strike till the body is cremated.

With solution not in sight, the govern-
ment has started cracking down on the
leaders of the protesters, arresting at
least 21 of them in a series of raids.
Those arrested include 8 women who
had participated in the “nude protest” in
front of Kangla Fort on 15 July.

With the government hardening its
stance on the issue of lifting the Act,
police conducted a series of raids in both
Imphal East and West districts. Two of
the 21 arrested in the raids were picked
up from Imphal East while others were

21 leaders h

picked up from the West district.
Shops and other business establish-
ments remain closed today and commer-

cial vehicles stayed off the road due to.

the general strike. Strike supporters
came out at several areas and blocked
roads with stone boulders. At least 10
people, including two minors were
reportedly injured in police action in dif-
ferent places.

THE <TATESMAN

ld in Manipur

Rounding up youths during a crackdown on agitators in Imphal on Wednesday. — Eastern Projections

19 MG

Apunba Lup has castigated the state-
ment of Union home minister Mr
*Shivraj Patil on the Manipur situation in
Parliament yesterday. A spokesperson of
the Lup asked if the state government’s
duty, as mentioned by Mr Patil, was to
serve the dictates of the Central govern-
ment. Suppression of democratic
demands and denial of democratic rights
are not acts of patriotism, he adde#h
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" The army is still in Manipur owing to a failure of governance

<.+ Indefinitely 1n torce

he people of Manipur
are angry, resentful and
disillusioned with the
price they have had to
pay in the hame of secu-
rity. They have endured tough laws
that restrict their rights as citizens
in a democratic country. Their expe-
rience of security provided by the
state has been abysmal. Manipuris
have borne the brunt of violence
from secessionist militants who
obey no laws and from the state’s co-
ercive apparatus. In addition to
armed violence, they have been in-
" flicted with insidious violence in
the form of corruption, misgover-
nance and venal politics. The situa-
tion was ripe for one ghastly inci-
dent of excessive and mindless ac-
tion to happen. The alleged deliber-
ate killing of a Manipuri woman by
Assam Rifles personnel provided
the spark for an unprecedented pub-
licresponse.

Public outrage in Manipur has
manifested itself in the formof ade-
mand for the revocation of the
Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act.
The powers which the act invests on
the armed forces in disturbed areas
are well known. They have been de-
scribed as draconian, against the
tenets of human rights, and exces-
sive. It is felt that the AFSPA is the
cause of all problems in Manipur.
Consequently, its revocation is per-
ceived to be the solution to the cur-
rent situation in the state. In the
face of widespread people’s anger,
the government of Manipur has
withdrawn the act from the munici-
pal limits of Imphal. The reality in
Manipur is, however, different. The
revocation of the act will not only
not solve the difficulties of Mani-
pur’s people, but will in fact worsen
their daily life.

army will not be able to conduct

its operations against militants
who have terrorized the population
for decades. The territory of Ma-
nipur is under contention by the Na-
tional Socialist Council of Nagalim,
and is under negotiation with New

I n the absence of the AFSPA, the

The author is former director
/deneral military operations, and
currently director, Delhi Policy

Group

V.R. RAGHAVAN

Delhi. If its main demand for a
greater Nagaland including parts of
Manipur are not met, the possibility
of aterrorist campaign cannot be
ruled out. There are other terrorist
and militant groups operating in
Manipur whose writ will run wild
without the army’s continuing op-
erations. The violence such groups
will unleash will be beyond the ca-
pability of the state-armed police
and Manipur Rifles. When such
groups start fighting each other,
civil war conditions will prevail and
no part of Manipur would be safe.
The AFSPA was applied in Ma-
nipur more than two decades ago. It
was done at a time when violence in
its most chaotic form prevailed in
the state. That it continues for so
long is the requirement of the polit-
ical leadership of Manipur. Irre-
spective of the party which ruled
from Imphal, every ruling political
leadership wanted the army to be
present in the state and therefore
wanted the AFSPA to continue. The
army on its part had recommended
to the ministry of defence and the
cabinet a tumber of times that it

THF Tr1 EGRA PH

‘ The army would
be quite happy to be
relieved of security
responsibilities and go
out of Manipur ,

should be disengaged from the state,
Political choices ensured the ar-
my’s permanent presence.

The army came into Manipur in
conditions of extreme insecurity. It
was brought in to eliminate and
root out militant groups from their
strongholds, stop them from forc-
ibly extorting money, recruiting
men and women against the popu-
lar will. Army operations have by
necessity to be violent and forceful.
Such intense operations cannot also
be conducted indefinitely. Indeed,
they should be conducted over spe-
cific areas and for short periods.
The purpose of such operations is
to eliminate the hardcore militants
and to create conditions in which

g pue "

negotiations can be conducted be-
tween the government and militant
organizations.

The violent and forceful opera-
tions the army conducts cannot be
constrained by the normal laws that
apply to police forces. Armed forces
are in need of legal protection when
they are asked by the government to
carry out full-scale operations
against armed militant groups. The
AFSPA provides that protection. It
is not a sanction to kill indiscrimi-
nately: As in the case of Monorama,
if misuse of the act takes place, de-
terrent penal action must be taken
against the guilty,

he real problem in Manipur
I is not the excessive powers
which the act provides. The
real problem is of keeping the act in
place indefinitely, and asking the
army to conduct full-force opera-
tions indefinitely. The army would
be quite happy to be relieved of se-
curity responsibilities and go out of
Manipur. In that case, there would
be no need for the AFSPA. The real
issue is of security choices made by
the political leadership. It cannot let
go of the army, and the latter’s pres-
ence requires the AFSPA.

The people of Manipur are artic-
ulate and aware of these issues. Ma-
nipuris have had the longest experi-
ence of the military since the Allied
Armies used the area for recaptur-
ing Burma from the Japanese. The
issue therefore is not of the AFSPA
or the behaviour of the army. The
army cannot and must not tolerate
gross abuse of powers by its men
and officers. Equally, the political
leadership must not also seek the
permanent presence of the army
without the AFSPA.

It is strange to see the political
unconcern in Manipur and in the
other north-eastern states about the
permanent presence of the army on
the streets for decades. In fact, such
presence is an admission of the fail-
ure of governance. Of course, eve-
rybody knows how the army’s pres-
ence is used or misused for electoral
and political gains. That flawed
political choice, and not the AFSPA
is the real issue in Manipur. To con-
tinue to argue against the AFSPA
amounts to losing direction in the
Manipuri's fight to live in peace
from terrorism.



/Ducking a probe

q/éofd Centre can't do a Pilate 4'7 30\%&%‘

he many complications in the Manipur tragedy

something about the difficulties in zeroing in on a single
aspect for specific examination. Yet there can be few yarns
as tall or inane as the one that 17 Assam Rifles is trying to
spin ~ that its personnel cannot appear before the Upendra
Commission because they are fearful of venturing beyond
their Kangla Fort. If a key security agency cannot protect a
few of its men at a location near its barracks it ought to ack-
nowledge incompetence and disband itself. Even if the ill-
will it arouses from common folk is unjustified and is engin-
eered by mischievous elements, a fighting force cannot be
under mental and physical siege. Citing security concerns
and requesting that its men be examined within their pre-
mises only fuels suspicion that it has no valid explanation fo1
the custodial death of Th Manorama.

There are precedents of armed forces not responding tc
summons from judicial commissions. The line that New
Delhi has sometimes taken is that since the army (and its
allied agencies) are responsible to the Central Government
they are not answerable to inquiry commissions of the
states. The position is not a mere technicality. It is based on
the theory that leaders of state governments (particularly in
the North-east) have such close links with insurgent outfits
that it is unwise to deploy local police units. Summon Cen-
tral forces and order inquiries into actions of the latter to
garner political advantage. Not everybody would agree with
that position, but it is not entirely devoid of logic. That logic,
however, does not apply in the probe into Th Manorama’s
death. Union ministers have referred to a judicial probe to
deal with the situation. This endorses Upendra Commis-
sion. Having done so, the Centre cannot do a Pilate and
wash its hands of the virtual boycott of the Commission by
the para-military unit. The Assam Rifles functions under
Home and Defence ministries, so New Delhi must order the
unit to appear before the Commission -— or display the guts
to contend that no state-ordered probe can be launched into
action of a Central force. The questions being asked in
Manipur have to be answered, one way or the other. The
buck stops somewhere beyond the Kangla Fort. /
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t must be an abnorm 51t tlon when a de
I cratic state is perceived as an instrument of

force. The continuing violence in Manipur
may easily blur the distinction between percep-
tion and reality. There is little doubt that the anger
against the abuses of the Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act has spread far and deep among the
people. The death of a woman in the army’s cus-
tody, which has triggered the current spell of vio-
lence, raises serious questions about the use of
state power. Even if the woman had links with
some militant group, as has been alleged, the
army needs to answer for the custodial death. Un-
fortunately, the judicial inquiry into the incident
has so far received little support from the local
commanders of the army. Such lapses on the part
of the state are largely responsible for creating
the perception of the army as a force of repres-
sion. The fact, however, is that the act has been in
force in Manipur, as in some other states in the
North-east, to uphold the rule of law in the face of
the militants’ threat to subvert it. The majority of
people should actually benefit from the act — if
only its provisions were used judiciously.

It is not difficult to see why most political par-
ties now want the act to be withdrawn. The
swelling of popular sentiments against it has
forced their hands. The decision of the chief min-
ister, Mr Okram Ibobi Singh, to withdraw the act
from the Imphal municipal area was obviously
guided more by this popular feeling than by ad-
ministrative necessity. Mr Singh cannot have
been unaware of the Centre’s disapproval of his
move. But politics islocal everywhere. The Centre
cannot afford, however, to be guided by political
considerations alone in tackling the situation.
There is a very real possibility that Manipur’s
many insurgent groups will exploit the public
mood to try and sabotage both democracy and the
rule of law in the state. New Delhi’s strategy to
control the situation should have two clear aims.
One is to isolate and defeat the militants in their
devious games. And the other is to regain the peo-
ple’s confidence in the state’s power and sincerity
to ensure them a life free from the fear of the mili-
tants. Obviously, the political establishment, both
in Imphal and New Delhi, has its role in correct-
ing the popular perception of the army. Even a
spell of president’s rule may be better than allow-
ing Manipur to plunge completely into chaos.



‘syuadmsur 3unydy a1om oym
[euuosiad sad10j pawiIe pue 3o
-od 21835 94} JO Sayrurej piend
-gJes 0} uUaye) pey JUSUIUIIACD
a sdals JeyM Moy 01 palliem
(ssai8uoD) ysowrey ureIe[

‘pres ay ,‘uo o3 0}
[reun{or[q paIaAe[ ST} 3] 10UURD
oM, -enud) oy Sursunssaxd
sem ‘uim ur
-URUI UFELI9D B Uf JOB 0} pasuns
-sa1d Buraq sem INSIUIN JPIYD
ayy pres ydwig ‘I ‘AyiSeyu
pue L1un s Anunos ay) 01 3duag

‘ay pue JIau’

-reyd e se mdiuep] U1 uonenis
ay Suiquosa( ‘Imdiuey uf 1sax
-un 8uro8uo atp ug , Lpdwod,,
pue «[FRUDR[q pa1d
-£e[,, ur SuISMpUT YIIM JUIUILID
-A09) y8uls 1qoqj pa[-ssaiduo)
ayl paSieydo ‘yduis Juemse(
‘uomisoddQ 93 Jo 1opeayayy,

Jreunpelq paiaieq,

"aJe)g 19pI0q SANISULS Y}
ur uopeniis sy asnjap 01 andoj
-eIp & 10} sdnoid [ pue 1est
-3110d [red pInoys 1ISTUIN dwilid

wedeg Hoqoy :010Ud — ndjue|y wolj 1oy (siamod [ejdads) saa104 pauly ey} jo
[eaowsan oy} Supuewep ‘Aepsen) uo jeydwj uj JUSWIEAOW S2USIPSYOSIP [IA]0 € SUlNP UleYD uewny B uLoj $19359301d

VTR

a1 pres [eiemg ‘S ‘suoned
-guep SupjPas onym Indiuep
ur 10V (s1amod feroads) sed104
powry o) [eadar jou JI maa
-91 pMOYS JUSWIUISA0D) Y1 1Byl
pue mdruejy ut sdnois a0 pue
reonyod mim enSoferp & aren
-1ut ‘Y3urs uByouIURy ‘ISISIUIA
awItlg 9y} eyl eyqes edley ayy
ul papuewiap J[g 9y} ‘Iai[eq
Juonenyis ayl 199w 0] Uonoe
arendoidde syel [[im 3] ‘uonen
-11s a3 Surys1eMm ST JUSUIUISAOD)
uoruf 9y, Teyduwi] wolj UMeIp

Tc Q : ‘:c

-AM SEM 1OV 9Yj) Ia)je USAd
uonemys ayl uf agueyo ou Ussq
sey a1ay], "aelg oy ur ajdoad
3y} Jo suone1dadxa oY) 193w J0U
PIP 10V aU1 el sABS JUSUILID
-A0D) 31B1S 9Y L, "91€)S 9y} Jo 383l
9Y) U 3210§ UI UTRUIA 01 31 PaMO]
-fe pue g1 isn8ny uo feydwy
woI} 1Y oY} M3IPYiim ‘3diApe
$,911UQD) 9y} Isurede QUAWIUIS
-A0D 3eIS 23U} pies MMed "IN

(%1ape Ino 1suredy,

*S}IABPLJE U0 30UIPIAD SALS

uaa? 10 dures 1oy ur sSums s)
P[eY UOISSTUIUIOD 91} 10 BIOWED
-ur peY a19m sSuueay oy J1
JUSWIUISA0L) 311§ 3yl Aq dn 138
UOISSTWIWIOD [eIIpN( 3y} a10jaq
asodap 03 Apea1 a19m UIW S
-1y Wessy ay) pres [ned "IN ‘ans
-ST 911 uo satmbui jo s319s oml
a1om 1oy se [ouuosiad Sy
uressy 9y Aq 1A9(] BUWRIOUBIA] JO
Suyry oyl 01 3uneya suonesda[e
ogroads ojur 3uro8 noyIm
‘pres ay , [am
se way) spremol Afiqisuods

iONVLS 3M @3lINN

-31 B 9ABY 9M pUE SI8ylolq Ino
osfe are suue dn payoid aaey
oym a[doad ‘IGISIUIA 30USJ(T
3yl 10 aW u9aMIdq DUIIPIP
ou s a1ay) pue ystuea Ajduurs
0] SB 0§ [[eUIS OS 10U ST A0y}
-ne InQ ‘Afessadouun jrem jou
ospe M am nq 3oeid ul ey 10u
op s8uny) ey os A[parumny 1oe
101 [[IM ap “98pa §,10Zel1 3] U0
upjfem are apy, "AIBSS303U SEM
se uof se Ajuo 31eM pMom jJusul
-UI2A0K) 3] pres [Ned I ‘sdals
wy Supfel 210§9q )M pmom
juswuigaon oy Suol moy
uo ‘eyqeg eAley oy ui J(g sy Jo
1apea] Linda(g ‘(erems eurysng
£q 1y8nos uonesyLed a1 uQ

«38pa s dozex uQ,,

‘plES 9y ‘sn 03 Y[el pue
3UI0D 0} JUBM OUM 3SOY]) O} Uoyl
-ejiaul ue st sty 1, Indruey jo ard
-0ad a1y 01 el AJUTR)ISD UBD 9M
‘puere8eN pue ‘gsapeid eiypuy
‘uIyse)] pue nwwe( ur syrel
ploy 01 3313 ued am Jj,, “ssadoxd
sndofelp oy Supeniur ur [ed
-UIWMIISUT 3 P[NO2 I9PES| URID
-13A 91} pres [ed I ‘Indrueiy
JO ISIUTA JOTyD JIsuLioj B oS
-e ‘Bumysia) Sueysiay Aq Jysnos
uonedgyuep o1 Suididay

‘uopeniis mdiuep
3] U0 JUSAWIAIE)S SIY U0 BYgeS
eAley oy wp sraquiawi A Aq
1ySnos suoneoyued o1 Suid|d
-31 9[IyMm pres jued "I ,‘A13ue
aIe oM asneoaq pue A1np Ino st
31 9SNEBI3Q )1 OP J[IM 9 "JUSUIUID
-A0D) UMO Ino asndxa o} Jurod
j0U are am ‘e 10 Ared s 01
Suofaq Aew JUSWIUIAAOD) B)EIS
ay] -aydoad a1p Jo saapeIULsaI
-da1 payaera ay 01 adueyd & Jur
-A18 B 918 9\ "10B 0] [le] 10U [[IM
am ‘Anunod ay jo 1sa1ul 3yl
ur 3unoe 10U SI 91 181l PUY 9M J]
“UORBMYIS 9Y1 9sTJap 01 153q SIY
Surdn st @ISTUIN JIYD SYL,

~mduejy ur oead
pue Ajeuriou ysiqeiss-al o1
I3pIO Ul el 01 SuIIm sem oym
ApogAue M sy[el [BUONIPUOD
-un pjoy 01 Apeal Sem JUIUILID
-A0D 3y} ples Aepol ‘Tied (BIATYS
‘10)SIUIN w0y uoruf ay3 ‘ind
-[UBJA| UI UOIENIIS 3U) Jo preyje
JoU Sem anuan oy ley Sur
-}I9SSE B[IYM "LT "NV ‘IH13A MIN

LINIWNHIA0D NMO HNO 3ISNOX3 Ol oz_.O.o 1ON 3HVY 3IM / AINTFIWVITYVd NI AINIW3LVLS S.TlLvd




& &
N
THE EXPLOSION THAT killed 16 children in
Assam on Independence Day must rank as one
of the most barbaric among the countless
atrocities committed by the United Liberation
Front of Asom (ULFA). If the extremist group
wanted to make its presence felt and convey the
‘message that it can strike at will in the State, it
has certainly managed to do that. But through
the heinous attack at a school in the remote
district of Dhemaji, the terrorist organisation
that claims to be waging war against the Indian
state on behalf of the Assamese has exposed
itself as utterly anti-people. Among the people
of Assam, ULFA’s stock is already low. Since the
'mid-1990s, they have made it clear in several
ways that they do not support the group’s ter-
rorist methods and its extortionist ways. Sun-
day’s attack may have helped ULFA score some
dubious points against the Centre and the As-
sam Government. It is true that such an attack
could not have been planned and carried out
without some help and support on the ground.
But judging by the outrage the killings have
provoked in Dhemaji and elsewhere in the
State, and the outpouring of sympathy for the
bereaved parents, it is clear that once again the
organisation has earned no points with the ma-
jority of the people in Assam.

At the same time, it is not at all surprising that
some of the people’s anger is directed against
the Government for failing to ensure the securi-
ty of their children. The attack on the school
ground was not the only one in Assam on Sun-
day. There was an explosion at another school
in the same district and one more in Dhubri
district, in lower Assam. It was only sheer luck
that these attacks caused no casualties. The in-
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cidents have shown up an appalling, failure of
intelligence and an inexplicable lowering of
guard in a State that has been experiencing tet-
rorism for over two decades. The complacency
is all the more disturbing because these were
not entirely unexpected incidents. Over the last
two months, a spate of explosions and at least
one case of abduction have been reported from
across Assam. Since November 2003, when mil-
itant groups in the Northeast announced a ban
on the screening of Hindi films, ULFA has
notched up five attacks on cinema halls. The
latest of these took place last Saturday. It is evi-
dent that the organisation has relentlessly kept
up the pressure on the State. In such a situation,
the bland admission following the school kill-
ings by the Chief Minister, Tarun Gogoi, of a
lapse in security is shocking. The State Govern-
ment has more explaining to do than that.

The attacks have also shown that while ULFA
may have suffered some setbacks in the Decem-
ber 2003 military operation by Bhutan against
the group’s hideouts on its soil, its other net-
works continue to operate effectively. India
must continue to press Bangladesh to ensure it
does not allow safe havens within its boundaries
for ULFA or other extremist groups operating in
the Northeast. As for talks with ULFA, one of its
leaders recently said the group was prepared to
drop two of its preconditions for negotiations
with the Centre — namely that talks should be
held outside India, and through a foreign
mediator — provided New Delhi was willing to
discuss the issue of sovereignty. It cannot seri-
ously expect the Indian Government even to
consider such a demand. If it is sincere about
holding talks, it must avoid grandstanding.
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Studept agitator

(he

succumbs to b\ ms

Imphal: A student leader who attempted self- ola-
tion, succumbed to his injuries on Monday; raising ten-
sion in Manipur where the government cracked down
on the agitation for the withdrawal of the Armed
Forces (Special Powers) Act arresting eight prominent
women leaders, official sources said. )

The sources said 28-year old Pebam Chitaranjan, who
received 90% burns while attempting to set himself
ablaze on Sunday, died at 2.00 p.m. this afternoon at the
Regional Institute of Medical Science Hospital here.

Reports said security and police posts were put on
maximum alert as the news of the death of Chitaran-
jan, advisor to the Manipur Students Federation,
spread like wild fire creating tension in the valley.

Chitaranjan’s death comes
M AN l PU R after 23-year-old Nimita, in-
jured by tear gas shells fired
PROTEST by police on August 7, suc-
cumbed to her injuries on

Sunday.

Meanwhile, eight prominent women leaders in the
vanguard of the agitation were arrested as arterial
roads were blocked and the first phase of the boycott
of ‘India-made’ goods was launched by the 32 organi-
sations spearheading the stir, the sources said.

Those arrested included general secretary of the All
Manipur Women Social Reformation and Development
Samaj (AMWSRDS) Ima Ramani, publicity secretary of
the All Manipur Kanba Ima Lup (Mothers Group to Pro-
tect Manipur) Ima Ibetombi, former president of Thang-
meiband Nupi Lup (a women’s group) Ima Gyaneswari
and AMWSRDS member Tombi. The women refused to
be released on personal bond and would be sent to judi-
cial custody; the sources said. agencies
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Crack the Whlp

q\\% Ulfa should get short shnfg}
dence Day

Ifa’s savage bomb attack at an Inde

celebration at Dhemaji which killed 13 including 1C
school children, underscores the fact that they are no
longer insurgents but terrorists and deserve the strongest
condemnation. Last December’s Bhutan crackdown on
Ulfa and Bodo hideouts seems to have knocked the wind
out of these outfits, but only temporarily. For the first time
last month they killed seven bus passengers, but the bombs
were said to have gone off accidentally. The incident was
preceded by bomb blasts in a Tinsukia cinema and at a
market place.

Early this month, Ulfa destroyed some oil and power
structures and launched a grenade attack on a BSF camp
in Guwahati, killing one. For the past eight months, such
incidents have become routine. Chief minister Tarun
Gogoi must determine how so serious an incident like
Dhemaji escaped Intelligence attention. There can be no
excuses.

The police should have anticipated trouble because
Ulfa threatened violence if its call for boycott of
Independence Day celebrations was defied. Could Ulfa
have chosen Dhemaji — basically the stronghold of the
National Liberation Front of Bodoland — to deflect
suspicion? Gogoi is right to argue that given the
deteriorating situation he could not agree to withdrawal of
the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, but it would be
erroneous to blame Manipuris who are merely protesting
against the large number of cases of alleged human rights
violations by security force personnel.

Ulfa’s reported offer of talks if Delhi agreed to discuss
“sovereignty” on home turf amounts to advertising that it
is willing but the Centre is not. Unless chairman Arabinda
Rajkhowa has said as much, the offer means little.
Changing tack is something one cannot associate with Ulfa
leaders unequivocally committed to “swadhin Asom” but
they need to ponder the cost of a seemingly losing battle.
The impressive voter turnouts in every assembly and
parliamentary election in defiance of Ulfa boycott calls is
virtual rejection of the outfit’s cherished dream and every
active cadre may as well carry an indelible IST mark that
translates into “no future”. Their leaders have become
victims of their own making and can least afford to leave
the flourishing businesses and accoutrements, they have
grown accustomed to in Bangladesh.

The recent ceasefire with the Achik National Volunteers
Council, with links to Ulfa, may help stop infiltration into
Garo Hills that provide a safe corridor to Bangladesh. But
unless Dhaka cooperates by denying insurgents shelter and
blocks supplies of weapons from across the border, Delhi
can do little. Bangladesh has all along denied the existence
of rebel camps on its territory despite the BSF providing a
list. Delhi must make Dhaka w1se to this reality, the sooner
the better.

The entire North-east is restive and a closer look by the
Central government and its agencies is needed. Time is
running out.
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Manipur, now Assam: Congress governments in
the region had better get their act together

HE tragic deaths of 20 people —
including children and women
— as a result of a bomb blast at a
small town over 500-km east of
Guwahati in Assam on Indepen-
dence Day come as a major blot on
the efficiency and effectiveness of
both the Congress-led government in
the state and its police force. Chief
Minister Tarun Gogoi has already ad-
mitted to shabby policing and has sus-
pended the SP and DSP of the dis-
trict. The fact that there were two
other terrorist bomb blasts in differ-
ent locations of the state — fortu-
nately without casualties — only goes
to prove the lax security arrange-
ments in a state that has been witness
to militant activity for decades,
1t should have been obvious, even
to achild, that militants —the ULFA
isbelieved to be behind the latest out-
rage — would try and attempt a ter-
rorist strike on a significant national
day tike August 15. Security arrange-
ments should have been more strin-
gent than normal given this possibil-
ity. It is for this reason that the venues
for such events are carefully chosen
and sanitised. What is clear is the fail-
ure of leadership in the police force.

‘What is, perhaps, less clc%g}xs the fail-
ure of political leadership, both at the
Centre and the state.

The question is inevitable: if
Bhutan can decimate the ULFA and
other terroristsinitsjungles, why ca-
nnot our political leadership and stat
police doso? At the level of the police,
it seems that the reforms in the man-
agement of national security, intro-
duced more than three years ago, has
hadlittle effect. A primary central po-
lice organisation like the CRPF has
been failing in recent weeks even to
protect itself. And the Group of Min-
isters’ decision to de-induct the army
and the BSF from counter-terrorism
and internal security duties hashad to
be reversed because of the failures of
the CRPFE. What is, therefore, also
needed is an urgent audit of the im-
plementation of the reforms autho-
rised in 2001 to decide the future
course of action beyond the specific
incidents. As for the political manage-
ment of the security of the region, the
Union home ministry had better
shake off its characteristic apathy and
ensure that the Congress govern-
ments in the region, at the very least,
get their act together.



Manipur stir
Mintensifies
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IMPHAL, AUG. 16. Manipur was
plunged into fresh turmoil to-
day when a student leader who
set fire to himself on Sunday
died of burns, even as the State
Government cracked down on
the agitation for the withdrawal
of the Armed Forces Special
Powers Act by arresting eight
women leaders.

Security and police posts
were put on maximum alert as
news of the death of Pebam
Chitaranjan (28}, adviser to the
Manipur Students Federation,
spread sparking tension.

Chitaranjan, who died of 90
per cent burns, alleged in a let-
ter purportedly written by him
that the people of Manipur were
living under “colonial rule”.

I the letter, written on Fri-
day and released to the local
press by some of his friends to-
day, he claimed that neither the
State Government nor the Cen-
tre was bothered to protect hu-
man rights in the State.

He hadsaid that he was taking
his life to show to the world that
“human rights violations” were
being committed in the name of
protecting democracy in the
State and prayed to his parents,
family and friends to pardon
him.

The eight women leaders
who were arrested refused to be
released on personal bond even

as student
leader dies

as the first phase of the boycott
of ‘India-made’ goods — soft
drinks and mineral water — was
launched by the 32 organisa-
tions spearheading the stir. Pro-
testing against the death of
Chitaranjan, the organisations
called a lightning ‘Manipur
bandh’, which would continue
till the cremation of his body,
after a post-mortem expected to
be done tomorrow.

Month-long stir

A month-long action pro-
gramme would begin tomorrow
during which protest rallies,
submission of memoranda and
other forms of democratic ag-
itations would be launched, the
organisations said.

The civil disobedience maove-
ment calling for the closure of
Government offices was on
since August 9.

‘A trial withdrawal’

The Chief Minister, O. Ibobi
Singh, said on Sunday that the
Government had withdrawn the
said Act from seven Assembly
segments in the Imphal munici-
pal area on a trial basis. The
Government, he had said,
would consider lifting of the Act
from the State if extortions
stopped and development work
was not hindered. — PTI

Photograph on Page 11

Centre to ‘wait and watch

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 16. The Cabinet
Committee on Political Affairs
met here today and decided to
continue with the Centre’s
“wait and watch” policy on Ma-
nipur. The CCPA meeting is the
second since the State Govern-
ment decided to lift partially the
Armed Forces Special Powers
Act from Imphal city limits.
Government sources told The
Hindu that the CCPA went into
the developments that had
been on the boil since last
month.

The Union Home Minister,
Shivraj Patil, is likely to make a
statement in the Rajya Sabha
tomorrow on the situation in
Manipur. The UPA Govem-
ment’s standpoint and the steps

THE HINDU

it has taken to tackle the situa-
tion are expected to be spelt
out. The members of the House
can seek clarifications.

Swift response favoured

The two-hour CCPA meeting,
chaired by the Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, considered
options to defuse the situation.
The sources said the CCPA con-
sidered inputs provided by sev-
eral agencies which favoured a
swift response.

The possibility of a change in
the political leadership in the
State is not ruled out. The Chief
Minister, Ibobi Singh, heads a
coalition Government, led by
the Congress in the 60-member
Assembly. He is under pressure
with a section of his Ministers
threatening to resign.

7
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among 13 kil
Assam I-Day hlast
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Police Burst Tear Gas To Quell Angry Mob

Times NEwS NETWORK

Guwabhati: Six schoolchildren and seven
women died and 21 others were injured
in a blast carried out by the United Lib-
eration Front of Asom (Ulfa) during the

Independence Day cel-
ebrations at a college
ground in Dhemaji dis-
trict of Assam, on the
north bank of Brahma-
putra bordering
Arunachal Pradesh.
Four of the injured
were reportedtobeina
critical condition and
they were airlifted to
Assam Medical Col-
lege at Dibrugarh in an
army helicopter.

The state govern-
ment has announced a
state mourning on
Monday in honour of
the dead. The impro-
vised explosive devise
(IED) blew off at about
9.45 am, soon after the
tricolour was unfurled
at Dhemaji college
where the district ad-
ministration was hold-
ing the official Inde-
pendence Day func-
tion. Another blast oc-
curred at nearby
Dhakuakhana, but no
casualty was reported.

In a violent reaction
to the blast, a mob
went on the rampage
and damaged several
vehicles near the ven-
ue. Deputy commis-
sioner of police M Sa-
hoo was hurt, while
the vehicle of the local
MLA, AGP’s Dilip
Saikia, in which min-
ister of state for home

injured to the hospital.

Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi told TOI,

P lists seven
priority areas

New Delhi: In an address that
laid emphasis on good gover-
nance, probity in public life and
economic development of un-
derprivileged and minorities,
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh on Sunday unveiled seven
priority sectors for focused at-
tention, called for a code of con-
duct for all political parties and
affirmed government’s firm re-
solve to carry forward the com-
posite dialogue process with
Pakistan.

Singh outlined the roadmap
for a prosperous Bharat that
talked about empowerment of
people and making government
more transparent and officials
accountable. The Prime Minis-
ter vowed to fight the menace of
terrorism. agenciesP 7

“There was certainly a security lapse as
the militants could breach the secured
area and plant the explosives.” District
superintendent of police T Thengniew

and additional super-
intendent of police A
Sufian were suspend-
ed. Additional chief
secretary P C Sharma
has been ordered to
conduct an inquiry
into the lapse of secu-
rity arrangements.
Gogoi said that
there was definite in-
telligence feedback
about possible attacks
by militants in the
run-up to [-FDay and
“we had alerted all
districts. But today’s
incident was purely
due to a complacent
police force, which
seemed to have taken
the warnings lightly.”
The Ulfa and six
other militant outfits
of the northeast have
called for a boycott of
the Independence Day
celebrations and a
general strike. Howev-
er, in Assam, the gen-
eral strike had been
limited to Guwahati
because of the floods.
Gogoi immediately
ordered the police and
other security forces
to come down heavily
on the militants.
“This act of cow-
ardice by the mili-
tants shows that they
are not interested in
peace talks. It is time
now for us to deal

Rockybul Hussain was travelling, was with them more firmly,” he said.

damaged by a stone-pelting mob.

The police had to resort to firing in
the air and bursting tear-gas shells to
disperse the agitated mob, who
blocked the road making it difficult for

A couple of days ago, the home de-
partment had said that according to in-
telligence feedback only three dis-
tricts—Dibrugarh, Jorhat and Dhubri—
were vulnerable to ultras’ attacks on In-

the district administration to rush the
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16 killed, 40
o injured in

Assam blast

@® ULFA hand sug})ected

By Sushanta Talukdar M
GUWAHATI, AUG. 15. Sixteen
schoolchildren, including nine
girls, were killed and 40 injured
in Assam’s Dhemaji district to-
day, when suspected militants
of the banned United Liber-
ation Front of Asom (ULFA)
triggered a powerful blast.

Police said that the blast trig-
gered by a remote-controlled
device took place around 9 a.m.
when the children gathered at
Dhemaji College ground for the
Independence Day parade. All
the injured have been admitted
to the Dhemaji Civil Hospital
and 10 of the critically injured
will be shifted to Dibrugarh Civ-
il Hospital.

Another blast at Dhakuakha-
na in the same district uprooted
the main pillar for the flag in the
central field near Normal
School. There was no casualty
in the blast which occurred at
7.55 a.m.

There were also reports of a
bomb explosion in Dhubri dis-
trict this afternoon. The bomb
planted in the Gauripur ground
where Independence Day was
being observed this morning
went off at 1. 20 p.m. just be-
hind the VIP enclosure. There
were no reports of casualty.

The ULFA had called for a
boycott of the celebrations,
along with five other rebel
groups of the northeast region.
The outfits had called a general
strike beginning on the mid-
night of August 14 till 5.30 p.m.
today. However, the ULFA at-
tack came despite the militant
outfit announcing that the gen-
eral strike would be enforced
only in Guwahati in view of the
prevailit'g flood situation.

Most barbaric: Gogoi

The Assam Chief Minister,
Tarun Gogoi, condemned the
blast and announced that the
State would observe August 16
as mourning day in memory of
the killed children.

He said the incident was
“most barbaric, inhuman and
pathetic.” “This incident once
‘again laid bare the utter deni-
gration of all human values of
the terrorists.” He said this is yet
another instance of “cowardice
on the part of the frustrated ter-

HE Hrvpy

rorists. Such a heinous act of vi-
olence must be condemned by
one and all.”

Suspended

Official sources said that the
Superintendent of Police and
Additional SP of Dhemaji dis-
trict have been suspended for
negligence of duty. The State
Government decided to transfer
the Deputy Commissioner of
the district for security lapse as
the intelligence agencies had
warned about an attack.

On Mr. Gogoi’'s orders, the
Minister of State for Home,
Rockybul Hussain, the DGP,
P.V. Sumant, Commissioner
North Assam Division, C.K. Sar-
ma, and IGP (Law and Order)
D.K. Pathak, rushed to Dhemaji
this morning.

Ex-gratia

Mr. Gogoi announced an ex-
gratia of Rs. 3 lakhs for the vic-
tims and Rs. 50,000 for the seri-
ously injured in the blast. The
Dhemaji and Lakhimpur unit of
the All-Assam Students Union
has called a 12-hour bandh in
both the districts on August 16
in protest against the blast.

Violence erupted in Dhemaji
after the killing of the school-
children and there were pro-
tests against the “security
lapse.” Police resorted to blank
fire and fired teargas shells to
disperse crowds which laid
siege to the DC's office.

PTI reports:

Soon after the blast, Mr. Go-
goi said the Armed Forces Spe-
cial Powers Act should stay in
disturbed areas. The increasing
activities by insurgent groups
proved its relevance, he said.

He admitted there was a “‘se-
rious security lapse” resulting
in the killing of the innocent
schoolchildren and reiterated
that a district-wise contingency
action plan was required to
combat insurgency.

A New Delhi report said the
Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh, asserted that perpetra-
tors of the blast would not be
spared and the country was de-
termined to eliminate terror-
ism. He said in a statement that
“such dastardly acts show the
terrorists’ callous disregard for
innocent lives.
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NSCN(IM) sings peace

tune, wants confli
X v\ O\

~_ Kohima %
14 AUGUST {Q‘ T

HE NSCN(IM) onaturday

I expressed hope that the

Union government would
respect the “rights and wishes of
the Nagas” 1o arrive at a mutually
acceptable solution to the political
problem at the earliest. In a mes-
sage on the occasion of Naga Inde-
pendence Day on Saturday,
NSCN(IM) chairman Issac Chishi
Swu said: “We see the present op-
portunity as the best for both sides
to end the conflict.”

After two days of discussions last
month in the Thai city of Chiang
Mei, representatives of the Centre
and NSCN(IM) had decided to ex-
tend the period of ceasefire in Na-

galand for another year and re-

solved to continue peace dialogues
for finding an amicable settlement
to the protracted conflict. Mr Swu
also thanked the previous NDA
government for “accepting and
recognising the uniqueness of
Naga history and situation.”
“Political chair may change but
the issue remains the same. We
hope, as the Opposition of the

ke Economic Times

cttoend

UPA government, they will con-
tinue 1o play positive role in solv-
ing the longstanding Naga politi-
cal problem,” the NSCN(IM) chief
maintained. On August 14, 1947,
the then Naga National Council
had declared Naga Independence
and since then all Naga under-
ground organisations have been
observing this day, a day ahead of
the country’s Independence Day.
Issac Swu said the Congress-led
UPA government has “boldly
picked up the thread” from where
the previous government left.
“Inkeeping their commitmentto
the peace process and confirming
that no new conditions have been
imposed, NSCN hopes the Centre
will respect the rights and wishes of
the Nagas,” the message said. —PTI
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q save his governmeny. He withdrew the Dis-
as Act, which empowers the se of the controversial
forces Special Powers Act from the municipal limits of
of Imphal and even denounced the armed forces.
quote him as saying that the people of the state
- atrocities:.. by the Army, military and
és for the last 24 years * under the AFSPA. The
gitation fuelled by the custodial death of Manorama
32-year-old woman in Imphal, appears unrelenting:

ntradictory — whether from the state or the Centre.
Thus, the Centre through home minister Shivraj Patil says it is
moving the Assam Rifles out of Imphal and replacing it with
the Border Security Force. But his colleague, defenice minister
_Pranab Mukherjee, had insisted earfier that there was no such
move. Th ctural command of the Assam Rifles comes
Aunder the ministry of home affairs but it is operationalised by
the defence ministry. Patil was non-committal on a possible
»Wlth“ rawal of the AFSPA. However, the appointment of

rice of Manipur, as chief secretary, is a good move.
the dhocism nor agitations can last. The confron-
he people of Manipur have made their point,
clearly ondljy and in the process brought an sitive state
government to-its knees and shaken the Centre.. They have
suffered in the process but can cliim victory in forcing the

Assam Rifle

is to recover, 4 course has to be chai

official responises have been piecemeal and confusing, .

Office, and 'a man with a sensitive understandmg*

quit Kangla fort, a symbol of Mam 1
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/ Special powers

N\ % : . . C’;Cr
" O\® No reprieve for Manipuris . g

ith Union home minister Shivraj Patil announcing

Manipur’s need for the Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act until “full normalcy ‘returns” and defence
minister Pranab Mukherjee’s assertion that there would be
“no rethinking” on the Centre’s part, Manipuris must
continue to endure what cannot be cured. And instead of
a compromise solution, the state administration is told to
put a lid on protests against the Act. The Congress-led
UPA government has saved itself embarrassment by not
imposing President’s Rule when governor SS Sidhu
prorogued the assembly on the day he assumed office to
pre-empt a bid by Congress legislators to pass a resolution
to lift the Act.

But being incorrigible battlers for a cause, the Manipuri
women are unlikely to abandon their protests and mar a
winning tradition. Exactly a century ago, they defied the
British political agent’s ordering Manipuris to carry teak
from the Kabaw Valley (now in Myanmar) to reconstruct
his assistant’s bungalow as punishment for burning it down
the previous year.

In 1939, they prévented the British attempt to export
paddy — a scarcity had been created — for husking
outside the state. Meira Paibis (torchbearers), still roam
villages at night to catch pot-valiants. If some women
resorted to a naked protest last month, it looks like a
staged protest that is far from common — they could be
merely letting off steam against the Centre’s failure to
redress their grievances .

While it is true that it was meant to malign thé Army and
was done at the instance of militant groups, such public
acts of defiance do not stem from small causes. The
alleged abuse and killing of Thangjam Manorama Devi by
Assam Rifles personnel last month, however, is not the
first to inflame public sentiment against the Act. In
August 1996 a handicapped boy watched his mother being
abused. In February 1997, a 15-year-old schoolboy duly
arrested, was allegedly killed in custody. There is still no
sign of the 15-year old schoolboy picked up in February
1998. The Army admitted that it had arrested him but said
he escaped. In April 1998, a woman was allegedly raped by
jawans in the presence of her child. In June 1998, a martial
arts expert who was “apprehended”, disappeared without
a trace.

Recently a young girl in Jiribam subdivision committed
suicide after allegedly being molested by security force
personnel. There have been at least four major incidents of
innocents killed in retaliation. Power-hungry politicians
are to blame for a situation that necessitates the Army’s
involvement in counter-insurgency and internal security
operations.

But having now put its foot down, Delhi must clearly
define what the Army’s role is in civilian duties. This
‘assumes importance because in the next few months the
Centre and NSCN-IM are to resume peace talks. Though
no agenda has been fixed, Manipur is bound to erupt if
Delhi barters away its territory to meet Nagas’ demand for
integration.
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ot ATROCITIES IN MANIPUR +7 1 §”

THE UNABATED PROTESTS in Manipur over
the death in custody of Thangjamm Manoroma
Devi show that the Centre and the State Govern-
ment need to address the situation with mea-
sures that go beyond token gestures.
Thirty-two-year-old Manoroma was found shot
dead a few hours after her arrest by personnel of
the Assam Rifles on July 11 on the suspicion that
she was an activist of the secessionist People's
Liberation Army. Describing Manoroma as an
“expert in handling explosives,” the Assam Rifles
has averred that she was shot while trying to
escape. But eyewitness accounts of extensive in-
juries on her body have cast doubts on this story
and given rise to the allegation that she was
tortured and raped before being killed. The re-
sponse to the protests has followed a wearily
familiar pattern: the State Government institutes
a judicial enquiry into the incident; the Union
Minister of State for Home, Prakash Jaiswal, flies
to Imphal; an Army court of inquiry says it can-
not comment on the rape allegation until it re-
ceives forensic evidence from the State but finds
“some lapses by the Assam Rifles personnel”;
and three havildars involved in the incident are
suspended. But from the extreme steps taken by
the protesters — women paraded naked and a
man cut off his fingers — the people have clearly
lost faith in medicine that treats the symptom,
not the cause of the disease.

The Manoroma incident is not the first of its
kind. Going by the number of atrocities report-
ed, the security forces deployed in the State
seem to conduct themselves with total impunity.
In this, they are enabled by the Armed Forces
(Manipur and Assam) Special Powers Act (AF-
SPA) of 1958, amended in 1972, and in force in

the whole of Manipur since 1980. This gives the
security forces not just extraordinary powers but
also uncommon protection. Once an area is de-
clared “disturbed” under the Act, an officer of
any rank, including a non-commissioned officer,
can enter and search a place without a warrant,
destroy it, and carry out an arrest on “reasonable
suspicion” that a person has committed or is
about to commit a cognisable offence! It allows
the killing of a person who in the “opinion” of the
officer violates prohibitory orders. But the most
shocking aspect of the Act is this: it shuts out
avenues of redress by barring all legal proceed-
ings against security forces personnel without
the prior sanction of the Central Government.
The Act was brought in to deal with the insurgen-
cy in the State, but its sweeping provisions have
only led to a long list of human rights violations
by the security forces, worsening the sense of
alienation among the people of the State and
fuelling the insurgency.

While upholding the constitutionality of AF-
SPA in 1997, the Supreme Court directed the se-
curity forces “strictly” to observe certain
guidelines while exercising the special powers
conferred on them by the Act. But evidently,
compliance with these guidelines has not been
ensured. The protests against the Manoroma in-
cident are in reality an explosion of years of bot-
tled-up rage against the actions that are covered
up by this Act. It is the responsibility of the Cen-
tre to ensure that the situation does not deterio-
rate any further. Without doubt, the solution to
the present problem in Manipur lies in taking a
close and honest look at the draconian provi-
sions of the Act and devising a political strategy
to deal with the insurgency instead of depending
on the armed forces to sort it out.
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o/ (\% Delhi must decide on Naga demands (g

hankfully, the uncertainty over renewal of the Nagalapd
ceasefire was over on Friday, with both sides agreeing
an extention for another year following Indian interlocutor
K Padmanabhiah’s talks in Bangkok with NSCN-IM
leaders. The dangerous implications of not resolving the
issue were all too obvious — the NSCN-IM had alerted its
" cadres in Nagaland to leave their camps for fear they would

be “sitting ducks” once the truce expired on 31 July. The -

standard norm of -announcing its renewal weeks before the
expiry of the term ran into trouble following NSCN-IM’s
opposition to Congress-led UPA’s commitment in Common
Minimum Progaramme for territorial integrity of North-
eastern states, which put paid to the demand for a single
administrative unit or, Greater Nagaland.

Whether or not this sticking point is sorted out is not
clear. The joint statement merely says “no new conditions
have been imposed or changes made in the agenda or scope

of the talks”. In other words, there is no radical shift in the

Naga stand. It would have been better to stick to
unconditional talks — like when dialogue was initiated in
1997. Sensitive Naga integration kept on the boil for too
long threatens peace in the region and the Centre must
decide forthwith on their demands and evolve a consensus
policy. ,

It is now even more relevant to observe the ceasefire
strictly, both in letter and spirit, and grab the advantage.
The situation is no better than it was before 1997 save that
the guns are silent. Impostors in rebel garb target
_ defenceless civilians and extort  money. The state
government must do something inspirational to regain the
people’s trust. ’
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TOO MUCH, TOO LONG
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n her book, South Asia’s Frac-
ltured Frontier, Binalakhsmi

Nepram, of Manipur, writes,
“As a child I grew up hearing
words like ‘combing operations’,
‘curfew’ and ‘CRPF’... Like
many living in conflict zones, I,
too, grew up wrapped in a cycle
of gunshots and violence. But
the most intriguing thing I rea-
lise now was that all these hap-
penings did not appear ‘abnor-
mal’ to me. I thought those were
‘normal’ everyday occurrences.”

The present has brought no
change. Encounters, security
force personnel chasing mili-
tants and civilians being haras-
sed, even caught in the crossfire
and killed, are common occur-
rences that Manipuris perforce
take in stride. Nepram’s contem-
poraries apart, a whole genera-
tion is growing up in the shadow
of the gun and the trauma may
well be no different for those
they beget. How long this seem-
ingly unending skirmish between
the Army and invisible “enemy”
will last is anybody’s guess but
what is becoming increasingly
clear is that prolonged use of
troops has had little effect so far
— on the contrary, it has served
to alienate the people.

Abuse of power

It is normal for a state govern-
ment to seek the Army’s help to
tackle a difficult law and order
situation, but troops are sup-
posed to do the job in a short
time and pull out. However, -in
both Manipur .and Nagaland,
their presence is more or less
permanent.

Looking back over a few years
one recalls cases of people being
harassed during combing opera-
tions, of schoolboys going mis-
sing after they are picked up by
the Army, of alleged mishand-
ling  of women and of jawans
running amok and killing civi-
lians to avenge the death of
colleagues.

The Disturbed Areas Act,
1955, and the Special Powers
Act, 1958, amended in 1972 to
the Armed Forces (Special Pow-
ers) Act , were extended to all of
Imphal Valley on 8 September
1980. These Acts were already in
force in Manipur’s Naga-inha-
.bited hill areas and Jiribam sub-
division in -the west, adjoining
Assam. The Manipur adminis-
tration was at pains to explain
that it was forced to resort to ex-
treme measures following the
“unprecedented increase in the
- commission of crimes and killing
of innocent people and police
and paramilitary personnel,
sedition...”

The writer, on The Statesman’s staff
for more than four decades,
specialises on North-east affairs.

Manipuris Need Army Qut, A Window Opened

o By JB LAMA

Despite strong public protests,
particularly from the womenfolk
who feared, as in Nagaland, that
the Army might commit exces-
ses, there was no respite. The
protests were not without basis,
because under the laws troops
enjoy unbridled authority to en-
ter a house and search and arrest
anyone they suspect without a
warrant. In the mid-1990s, the
Supreme Court curbed the

Army’s indiscriminate use of the

and totally eliminated Hindi sign
posts since July 2000. Suecessive
governments are unable to
reverse the order.

The ground realities, though,
have changed since 1980, when
the state administration had
inadequate manpower to deal
with insurgents. Over the years
the number of Manipur Rifles
battalions has multiplied and
two units of India Reserve batta-
lions have been created. The

AESP Act, bringing it under the
provisions of the CrPC.

On the face of things, it seems
fair to say that given the volatile
situation that prevailed then
there was not much government
could do. Its primary objective
was to tackle growing bellig-
erency by the People’s Libera-
tion Army — the most potent of
the militant outfits headed by N
Bisheswar Singh, a vociferous
advocate of secession, who train-
"ed in Lhasa after failing to ob-
tain a government loan to set up
a ceramics unit. But luck ran out
when in July 1981, in a surprise
attack on a house in Thoubal
district, the Army captured him.
He later successfully contested
the assembly elections from jail,
but did not live long. His bullet-
ridden body was recovered from
a hillock in 1995.

Ground realities

Though the PLA continues to
maintain a low profile, it is a
force to reckon with. It occasion-
ally advertises a presence by tar-
geting security forces and indul-
ging in reprisals. But it is also
engaged in social service like
checking the drug menace which
has ruined many a Manipuri
home. Its political Revolutionary
People’s Front wing has slapped
a ban on the screening of Hindi
movies, playing of Hindi songs

police force has also been stren-
gthened and a lot of money
spent on its modernisation. If
this is not enough to tackle
insurgency, there is something
amiss. According to a Union
home ministry official most per-
sonnel from the armed units are
permanently deployed in provid-
ing security to ministers, offi-
cials, police bigwigs and their re-
sidences. For how long must
trained personnel be expected to
perform guard duty? It is time
the state administration learnt to
deploy them to their best
potential.

Field Marshall Sam Manek-
shaw disapproved of the frequ-
ent use of the Army to help
maintain internal law and order.
“The Army,” he said in 1991, “is
losing its bogeyman image. Its
effectiveness would wear off
with its increasing use and a time
may come when it may not prove
equal to the task.” This is exact-
ly what is happening in Manipur.
The Army functions under ad-
verse circumstances that at times
allow for no adherence to discip-
line. Unless it receives public
support and cooperation, its
carrying on can only defeat the
very purpose of its deployment.
Given this and the fact that the
Army is presumed to be the
guilty party, it is only appropria-
te that the sooner it is relieved of

Y
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civilian duty the better.

The July 11 incident in which
the 32-year-old Th Manorama
Devi was allegedly abused by
Assam Rifles jawans and killed
while in their custody has snow-
balled into a major political cri-
sis. Chief minister Okram Ibobi
Singh is under pressure to de-
cide by 15 August on withdrawal
of the Acts as nine of his minis-

" ters have threatened to quit. The

state government reportedly cre-
mated Manorama’s body after
16 days following the family’s
refusal to accept it until the Acts
were repealed. The protest by
naked women carrying telltale
placards in front of Kangla Fort
is perhaps not the last. The cru-
sade against the Acts will only
gain momentum.

Kangla Charade

The government has not been
able to persuade Manipuri
housewife Irom Chanu Sharmila
to end her fast since 7 November
2000 demanding that the Acts be
withdrawn following the killing
of 10 civilians the previous day
by Assam Rifles. Confined to a
hospital bed and watched over
by armed guards, government
has reportedly spent Rs 2.40
lakhs to keep her alive by nose-
feeding.

The Centre often treats Mani-
pur in a lackadaisical manner.
Take for example the shifting of
the Assam Rifles from Kangla
Fort, presently the headquarters
of its Manipur Range. Situated
in the heart of Imphal town, the
Manipuris consider the Fort the
“most sacred place”. As early as
1976 Manipur government allot-
ted an equivalent plot of land
near the long-abandoned World
War Il-vintage Koirengi airport,
eight kilometres from the Fort,
where the force was to shift by
1992. Following a relay hunger
strike by women and a persistent
demand by Manipuris supported
by the RPF, a symbolic with-
drawal was staged in 1994 in the
presence of then Union minister
of state for home affairs MM
Jacob. But there is still no indi-
cation of the Fort being vacated. .
Having said this, it is also neces-
sary to shift the Assam ‘Rifles
firing range from the Chingm-
eirong residential area, two kilo-
metres from the Fort. Inhabi-
tants often complain of their
sleep being disturbed during
pre-dawn shooting practice.

The RPF is reported to have
suggested that withdrawal of the
Acts is a prerequisite for peace.
Which makes sense since in-
surgency is, after all, political
and must be tackled accordingly.
The Manipuris have for too long
lived in suffocating conditions.
Somehow, somewhere a window
must be opened.
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'50 injured in violence at Imphal rally

e

Times NEws NETWORK & AGENCIES

Imphal: At least 50 people were injured in po-
lice action in Imphal on Thursday during a
massive rally protesting the custodial death of
Manorama Devi and demanding immediate
withdrawal of Armed Forces (Special Powers)
Act, 1958, from the state, official sources said.
(Unofficial sources put the injury figure at 100.)

Over 1 lakh people who had gathered at
Thangmeiband Thau ground initially pro-
ceeded towards Khurai, Lamlong, Telipati
and Khuman Lampak—a route charted by
the authorities. But as they tried to fan out to
all the major roads, the police burst tear-gas
shells and sprayed rubber bullets injuring
several persons. After hectic negotiations,
the rallyists then proceeded on the govern-
ment-charted route with slogans and plac-
ards demanding removal of the Armed
Forces (Special Powers) Act, asking the army
and Central forces to go back and stop tor-
turing civilians.

The rally organisers said they had strongly
objected to the route recommended by the au-
thorities and wanted to take out the procession
through all major roads. They added that they
would continue with their agitation till the Act
was completely withdrawn from the state.

Meanwhile, Manipuri women in Guwahati
have joined their counterparts in Manipur in
demanding the removal of the Act. The wom-
enfolk of Manipuri basti in Guwahati took out
torchlight procession on Wednesday night to
protest Manorama Devi’s killing.

The Manipuri Basti Meira Paibi Women As-
sociation of Guwahati has also submitted a
memorandum to the Prime Minister demand-
ing withdrawal of the Act and punishment to
the Assam Rifles personnel responsible for the
killing of Manorama Devi.

The memorandum also reminded how a Ma-
nipuri girl, Sanjita Devi of Jiribam subdivi-

Demonstrators demanding the removal of the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act take to their

heels as policemen fire teargas shells at Minuthong in Imphal on Thursday

sion, had committed suicide in October last
year after army personnel allegedly raped her.
“Imagine the mental trauma that forces her to
commit suicide,” the memorandum read.

On the ongoing agitation in Manipur, the as-
sociation said the naked protest by twelve Ma-
nipuri women at Imphal recently was not only
a shocking sight, but also an insult to Indian

democracy as well as the patriotism of army.

The association said the Armed Forces Act
was a blank cheque to the army to use any kind
of force against the people of Manipur includ-
ing men, women and even children. They said
that if the Act was not removed from Manipur,
many more cases similar to Manorama Devi’s
would occur.



The centre knows that the periphery will have to fall in

.- Why Manipur burns

ASHOK MITRA

eading classics broadens

the mind. It also offers

clues that help to sort out

knotty contemporary con-

cerns. The national ques-
tion fills a large part of the socialist lit-
erature spanning from the mid-19th
century. The reason is not at all ob-
scure. A nation consists of a group of
people who have a government of their
own. Should some heterogeneities,
such as of language and culture, dis-
tinguish the people constituting the
nation, these are assumed to be taken
care of by the deft hand of the govern-
ment. The hand, however, can often be
far from deft. The people are not uni-
fied, they are a baggage of nationali-
ties riven by differences in ethnicity,
language and culture, and the regime
may fail to bring them together.

This was the problem afflicting the
great Habsburg empire, dominated by
German-speaking Austrians: German-
speaking other fiefdoms had no diffi-
culty in considering themselves as an
integral part of the nation-state. The
Slavs and the Czechs would not howev-
er agree to merge their identity with a
nation chock-full of German-speaking
groups. They kept resisting. The resist-
ance was a major irritant to the emper-
or and his flunkies. It posed an almost
equal problem for the ideologues
dreaming of a magnificent proletarian
revolution that would sweep across the
whole of Europe. Leaders plotting and
planning the revolution had no doubt
in their minds: nationalities refusing
to sacrifice their identity in the cause
of the nation are a nuisance; their divi-
siveness splits the working class, and
thereby; sets back the revolution. Marx
had no time to spare for such splitters.
Engels was somewhat more ambiva-
lent, and had a word of praise at least
for the Czechs valiantly fighting agai-
nst centuries of German oppression;
he was though not supportive of them
on overall considerations. Lenin opted
for a cautionary approach: yes, sympa-
thy for the lesser nationalities, but
they must not allow themselves to be
used for sabotaging the revolutionary
solidarity of the proletarian masses.
Besides, while the Poles, for example,
had a strong case for establishing a
separate nation-state of their own, wo-
uld they have enough resources to run
the administration of the state on a vi-
able basis? Lenin had his reservations.

the end of the First World War,

much of this was academic
polemics. The births of Poland and
Czechoslovakia apart, circumstances
altered in a radical manner for revolu-
tionary ideologues once the Soviet
Union emerged as a reality in 1917.
There was now no question of not ac-
knowledging the datum of the exis-
tence of nationalities such as the
Uzbeks, the Turkmen, the Kirgizh and
others; their habitations were a bulk of
the former Czarist empire and became
annexures of the Union of Soviet So-
cialist Republics. Lenin was incapaci-

T ill the November Revolution and

tated before he could attempt to tackle
satisfactorily the national question:
how to reconcile the interests of Rus-
sians and these other folk. It landed on
the lap of Stalin, who approached the
issue with rare imagination. Those
firmly of the belief that Stalin was a
cruel, insensate, blood-sucking dicta-
tor will experience a shock. “In [the So-
viet] Union, which as a whole unites
not less than 240,000,000 people, of
whom about 65,000,000 are non-Rus-
sians... it is impossible to govern un-
less we have with us, here in Moscow,
in the supreme organ, emissaries of
these nationalities, to express not only
the interests common to the proletari-
at as a whole, but also special, specific

national interest. Without this it will
be impossible to govern, comrades”:
this was Joseph Dzhugashvili writing
to the party’s central committee at the
time the Soviet constitution was being
drafted.

It is a different matter whether Stal-
in’s pious wishes were followed to the
hilt in the Soviet Union during the tor-
tuous seventy years of its longevity.
Perhaps it was, perhaps it was not be-
yond a certain point of time. But the
dictum Stalin scripted stands out for
its clarity.

The terms and expressions have got
shifted, the debate is no longer in
terms of nation and nationalities;
these days we talk of the centre and the
periphery The centre is the dominant
category, those inhabiting the periph-
ery lead a tremulous existence. They
want to migrate towards power and
self-determination, but are thwarted.
Thereby hangs a tale of dispute, mis-
understanding, fulmination, reprisal
and counter-reprisal.

Like many other things, the centre-
periphery imbroglio is now a global
phenomenon. Consider the current
state of affairs in Manipur, and, for

that matter, in the rest of the North-
east. The entities in this region were,
in the course of the 19th century, gob-
bled up by the British crown and di-
rectly administered, till 1947, by the
viceroy of India. They were not, strict-
ly speaking, a part of the Indian em-
pire; the government of India Act 1935
did not apply to them. With the depar-
ture of the British, the north-eastern
provinces were taken over by the
Union of India as if by inheritance.
The question of nationalities was not
resolved though. States such as Ma-
nipur remained in the periphery; the
Centre was distant and authoritarian.
Each year, Jawaharlal Nehru made
qQuite a ceremony of commending to

‘ Provoked beyond
endurance, the Meiteis are
now on the warpath, and
they are led particularly by
the women ,

New Delhi artistes of different ethnici-
ties from the North-east and have them
perform tribal dances on Republic Day
evening — a superficial gesture of this
nature, smacking of feudal mores,
took the periphery further away from
the centre.

The nationalities in the north-east-
ern region have taken their turn to
voice their discontent with the exist-
ing arrangements: they have many
problems, and they want to be heard.
'The Centre has been cool and indiffer-
ent, provoking every now and then
armed rebellions. A pattern has
emerged over the past five decades in
the region: the Centre initially is reluc-
tant to even acknowledge the problems

afflicting a nationality; riots rage; the
Centre then falls back on army-ban-
dobast. After many killings, a perfunc-
tory attempt is made to arrange a
ceasefire, followed by some sort of a
written patch-up. This story has been
repeated in Nagaland and Mizoram,
and promises to be repeated in Ma-
nipur. But in no instance is any intent
visible to go into the root of the malady.
The Centre, besides, will rob one na-
tionality to placate another, or set one
against another, aimost on a regular
basis: fun and games.

fajlure to comprehend that the

assumption — the Centre always
knows best the periphery will have to
fall in, or else — will simply not pass
muster. And yet, the solution of the
centre-periphery issue should have
been easier than it was in the Euro-
pean historical instances. The entities
in India’s North-east, in contrast to
those 19th century nationalities who
were dispersed all over Europe and
flaunted their distinct identities, are
territorially homogeneous. With ade-
quate recognition on the Centre’s part
that they deserve equal respect, regard
and attention as other federating
states such as Uttar Pradesh or Tamil
Nadu do, a happy season could still
have unfolded in the North-east.

Instead, just watch what is happen-
ing in Manipur. While the Meiteis, con-
centrated in the three plain districts
around Imphal, occupy only 10 per
cent of the territory, they constitute 70
per cent of the state’s population. The-
ir grievances fall by the wayside be-
cause, at this juncture, the Nagas and
the Kukis, who hold sway in the strate-
gic hill districts, have to be given more
consideration. The plain Manipuris
are disaffected. New Delhi tries to side-
step the issue by buying up votes of
legislators.

The culture of smothering genuine
grievances by bribing legislators or
chieftains remains the same whether
the party occupying the power centre
is the Congress or the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party. Manipur is unquiet, the Cen-
tre sends hordes of army and police
forces. The situation worsens. More
troops descend, incensing the Meiteis
further. Unlike in the days of yore, no
contingent of women of easy virtue ac-
companies the troops. The latter there-
fore pounce upon local women, and the
situation becomes a thousand times
more explosive,

P erhaps the inability lies in the

tle people, grace spilling from

their countenance and bearing.
They were won over to the Chaitanya
cult of Vaisnavism in the 16th century,
which preaches love and humility. Pro-
voked beyond endurance, the Meiteis
are now on the warpath, and they are
led particularly by the women. The
Centre, installed in remote New Delhi,
will conceivably continue to behave as
woodenly as it has done in the past; it
will send more troone

T he Meiteis are in fact a very gen-



4, A Garo coup \/

/
(v%\ Can UPA do ditto with Khasis? 3

he Congress-led UPA government’s peace accord with

Garo Hills-based Alchik National Volunteers Council is
welcome becauge of late the outfit’s links with Ulfa and
Bodo militants pose a major security threat. The pact is for
six months and can, change of heart permitting, usher in an
era of peace in the Garo Hills. No party in Meghalaya has
been able to promote peace. The Congress has a special
reason to focus on the Garo Hills as it is the home district of
former Lok Sabha Speaker and National Trinamul Cﬂngress
leader Purno Sangma. In the last parliamentary eleetions
ANVC activists reportedly canvassed for him. At one point,
Sangma got into a controversy over his claim that former
Prime Minister AB Vajpayee had appointed him to mediate
between the Centre and the ANVC, to which DD Lapang’s
Congress-led coalition objected. The Congress’s apparent
motive is to regain ground lost in the Garo Hills which since
1977, its stronghold, uiitil Sangma did a somersault on the
issue of Sonia Gandhi’s foreign origin, which, he thought, -
would frustrate the ambition to be Prime Minister. ANVC
was formed by members of the Achik Liberation Magtrik
Army, who refused to surrender to Meghalaya police in
1994; its main demand i$ for Greater Garoland.

On the insurgency front, the pact will certainly control
infiltration of Ulfa and Bodo militants into Garo Hills which
provides an ideal corridor to Bangladesh. Having tempo-
rarily “tamed” the ANVC, it will also be in the fitness of
things if the UPA thinks of brokering a similar deal with the
Khasi-dominated Hinniewtrep National Liberation Council
which often shatters the uneasy calm in Shillong by targeting
non-tribals.

THE STATESMAN
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Enough s enough

N Y‘% Manipur needs Centre, ot Army &

he death in Manipur of 32-year-old Th Manoroma Devi
demands attention. Reportedly apprehended by Assam
Rifles’ personne! from her home during a search conducted
“under specific information”, she was allegedly “abused”
and killed in custody. The Army version is that this “expert
in handling explosives, was involved in blasts resulting in the
death of as many as six security personnel”, was shot dead
while trying to escape. The Army has started an inquiry. The
three personnel involved have been “taken off their
* appointments”: The Manipur government’s judicial probe is
doubtful as in the past the Centre contended that the state
administration had no right to order inquiries against the
Army, because it is a Central subject. What needs to be
probed is whether, while conducting searches, the Army
followed the do’s and don’ts stipulated by the Supreme
Court, like “policewomen must be present while searching
women suspects” and that “an arrested person should not be
kept under custody for more than 24 hours”.

Several innocents were involved in the crossfire and killed.
There is no trace of a sportsman and a schoolboy, allegedly
picked up by the Army. In the five-month standoff that
followed, student activists burnt 33 government offices, sev-
eral vehicles and forced schools to close for more than a
month. Manipur is burning again. Protests by naked Meira
Paibis (women torchbearers) is not without significance. A
woman was fasting for over three years after 10 people were
shot dead. Only Central intervention can remedy the situa-
tion. The Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act has been in
force since 1980 but the Army has failed to subdue insur-
gency. If the situation is no better than it was 24 years ago,
this is because the Army cannot function effectively under
adverse conditions. Which leaves two options — either with-
draw the Act or remove Army posts from civilian areas.

FSmr TEMAN
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‘Rape

IMPHAL, July 15. — Inde-
finite curfew. has been im-
posed in both the twin capital
.districts of Imphal East and
Imphal West since 11 am,
today after a group of naked
women, calling themselves
meira paibis (torch bearer),
stormed the western gate of
Kangla Fort.,

The meira paibies, incensed
over the alleged molestation
and shooting of 32-year-old
Th Manoram after she was

picked up by troops.of 17th -

Assam Rifles, stripped them-
selves in front of the gate and
shouted slogans for nearly 20
-minutes before police came.
The woman activists —
bearing festoons that read
“Indian Army rape us” and
“Indian Army take our flesh”
— banged the iron gates of
the fort, that houses the head-
quarters of the 17th Assam
Rifles.
" “An Assam Rifles officer
came out with folded hands to
- calm the women but to no
- avail. At least four women
were later hospifalised after
they fainted. ‘
Though the government has
ordered a judicial inquiry and
the Assam Rifles authorities
have ordered an independent
inquiry, women activists are
not satisfied and have
demanded withdrawal of the
Armed Forces Special Powers

Act. Manorama (32) was
arrested from her home in
Imphal East in the wee hours
of 11 July by 17th Assam
Rifles jawans.

She was found shot dead a
few hours later, allegedly
while trying to escape. Assam
Rifles later claimed to have
recovered from her a hand
grenade, radio set and docu-
ments, contradictory to the
arrest memo,
recorded a nil recovery.

THe 72 TESMAN

Naked protesters at Kangla Fort on Thursday. — EP
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Profests, bandh over killing

IMPHAL, July 15. — Protesters burnt effigies of the Manipur chief
minister, Mr O Ibobi Singh, in at least two places on the first day of the
two-day statewide general strike called by several social organisations
against the killing of Th Manorama. Roads, particularly in the imphal
East area, were blocked at several places by strike supporters.

Tyres were burnt and roads dug up by protesters along the Imphal-
Yairipok Road in the district. The capital ¢ity wore a deserted look with

‘shops closed and vehicles staying off roads.

School, colleges and government offices also remained closed.
Protesters held dharna at several places demanding the resignation of
Mr Ibobi Singh for failing to restrain armed forces from killing people
after arresting them. — SNS-
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MONDAY, JULY 12, 2004

POLITICS OF OPPORTUNISM W\O e

THE STRANGE AND unusual goings on in Aru-
nachal Pradesh have focussed attention on di-
verse issues, political and legal. At one level,
there is the barefaced manner in which a group
of ruling party Members of the Legislative As-
sembly crossed over to the Opposition camp af-
ter being dropped from the State Cabinet — a
reflection of the continuing political opportun-
ism in the State. At another level, there is the role
played by the Governor, V. C. Pande, who, after
dissolving the State Assembly, recommended
that Arunachal Pradesh be placed under Presi-
dent’s Rule, only to withdraw this recommenda-
tion a little later. The circumstances that led to
this unprecedented withdrawal are disputed and
far from clear. But it has evidently placed the
Centre in something of a quandary. The cautious
manner in which the Union Home Minister,
Shivraj Patil, has reacted suggests that the Cen-
tre wants time to examine the facts that precip-
itated the crisis and also study the legal
ramifications of any decision it takes. At the
same time, Mr. Patil has suggested that the op-
tion of imposing President’s Rule in Arunachal
Pradesh has not been ruled out. However, with
the dissolution of the Assembly already notified,
it is difficult to see how a legal case can be made
out for bringing a State under President’s Rule.

The political turmoil in Arunachal Pradesh has
its origins in the decision of Chief Minister Ge-
gong Apang to downsize his BJP-led United
Democratic Front Ministry from 41 to 12, in or-
der to meet the provisions laid down by the 97th
Constitution Amendment. Soon after the down-
sizing exercise was over, Mr. Apang's Cabinet
recommended that the State Assembly be dis-
solved — a move evidently prompted by the re-
alisation that those dropped in the pruning
exercise as well as some others were likely to join
hands with the Congress and bring his Govern-
ment down. The Governor dissolved the House,

a decision that sparked off criticism t};at he had
done so on the advice of a Chief Minister who
had already lost his majority. However, this con-
troversy was relegated to a footnote.in the chap-
ter that followed, that is after Mr. Pande first
recommended action under Article 356(1) on the
ground that there was a constitutional break-
down in the State and then, within the space of a
few hours, asked the Centre to ignore his recom-
mendation. The Governor has claimed that he
signed the first report under duress, after a group
of MLAs and their followers “stormed” into his
chamber and gheraoed him “for more than five
hours.” This group, led by the Congress leader
and former State Chief Minister Mukut Mithi, has
strongly denied putting any undue pressure on
Mr. Pande.

In the backdrop of this soap opera is the As-
sembly election, which is scheduled for Septem-
ber. The Mithi group wants President’s Rule
principally because it is strongly opposed to Mr.
Apang being caretaker Chief Minister in the run-
up to the polls; it asserts that elections will not be
free and fair in such a situation. Over the last few
years, Mr. Mithi and Mr. Apang have been en-
gaged in undoing each other, their political tussle
assuming a markedly personal edge. It was only
last year that Mr. Mithi’s Government was re-
duced to a minority when a majority of Congress
MLAs (including 17 Ministers) quit the party,
formed a separate legislative group, and eventu-
ally constituted the UDF Government with Mr.
Apang at the head of it. Mr. Apang, who orches-
trated the split, was himself forced to step down
as Chief Minister in 1999 after Mr. Mithi lured
away enough dissidents to stake a claim to form
the Government. Arunachal’s recent politics has
revolved around the moves of these two heavy-
weights, who know only too well the erratic, fick-
le and self-serving nature of many of those
elected to the legislature.
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Recall Arunachal Governo

By Our Special Correspondent

GUWAHATI, JULY 10. The former
Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter, Mukut Mithi, today de-
manded that the Centre recall
the Governor, V.C. Pande, and
impose President’s rule in the
State.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here this afternoon, Mr.
Mithi said a memorandum
signed by 36 MLAs would be
submitted to the President to-
morrow to press their demands.

The Congress would launch a
series of agitation programines,
including bandhs, beginning on
Monday to press their de-
mands. :

The Governor, who dissolved
the State Assembly on july 6,
had recommended imposition
President’s rule in the State the
next day when Congress legisla-
tors and breakaway members of
the BJP called on him at the Raj
Bhavan.

The legislators demanded
that either the dissolution of the
House be reviewed or Presi-
dent’s rule be recommended to
ensure a free and fair election in
the State.

The Assembly elections are
scheduled for October.

The Governor, however, on
July 7 wrote a second letter to

>

The former Arunachal Chief Minister and leader of the

2

Opposition, Mukut Mithi, talking to the media in
Guwahati on Saturday. — Photo: Ritu Raj Konwar

the President informing him
that he had

recommended nor’s

Mr. Mithi refuted the Gover-
allegation and also

President’s rule in the State showed video clippings of the

“under duress.”

e HINDU

legislators at the Raj Bhavan

. [ ] u
r: Mithi
when t})x\g/%sutﬁ\m?& their

views opposing the dissolution
of the House.

The former Chief Minister
said that imposition of Presi-
dent’s rule was necessary as the
ensuing Assembly elections
would not be free and fair with
Mr. Gegong Apang heading a
caretaker Government.

Mr. Mithi also claimed that
the Governor himself had di-
rected one of his staff to prepare
a draft of the recommendation
of President’s rule.

The Governor, however, al-
leged that a prepared draft was
placed before him by the legis-
lators.

The political drama in the
State began on July 6 after the
new Cabinet of Mr. Apang met
hurriedly within few hours of
the downsizing and recom-
mended dissolution of the
House to the Governor.

Mr. Mithi also said that the
Congress would weicome the
return of all those legislators
who had deserted the party but
not Mr. Apang.

He claimed that Mr. Apang
made efforts to return to the
Congress and he had suggested
to the All-India Congress Com-
mittee that hg”should not be
accepted.
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he change of guard at the
TCentre has put a question

mark on the Naga peace
talks. The Congress-led United
People’s Alliance decision to
break the 18-month lull is a posi-
tive sign, but there are too many
imponderables - to . overcome
before tackling the brass-tacks.
NSCN-IM leaders are already
fuming over the UPA’s incorpo-
rating a commitment in its Com-
mon Minimum Programme that
it will, while tackling insurgency,
preserve the territorial integrity
of North-east states. This is un-
derstandable because it puts
paid to the demand for a single
administrative unit, euphemism
for “Greater Nagaland”, by in-
tegrating the contiguous Naga-
inhabited areas of Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam and Manipur.

Refusal to compromise

The meeting NDA leaders had
with Isak Swu and Thuingaleng
Muivah for the first time in
Delhi in January last year was
significant but it ended with no
agenda for the second round
after Naga leaders refused to
compromise. Several visits ab-
road by Indian emissary K
Padmanabhiah have since failed
to cajole them. He is scheduled
to meet them yet again this
month and resumption of talks
will depend on its outcome.

For six years now, former
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee gave the impression
that he was sympathetic to the
Naga cause. On 28 October last
year, a well-attended meeting in
Kohima that included Nagas
from Manipur’s hills was eager
to hear straight from the horse’s
mouth that Nagas would -have
their homeland. But Mr Vajpay-
ee dropped a bombshell by leav-
ing the contentious integration
issue to be decided by a “politi-
cal consensus” of the three states
concerned, particularly Naga-
land and Manipur, which, was a
closed chapter, at least for now.
Given the explosive nature of
the issue, the hard-boiled politi-
cian in Mr Vajpayee refused to
commit himself.

Surprisingly, Muivah’s reac-
tion came exactly a month later.
“It remains highly questionable
and unacceptable,” he said, and
asserted that “there was a
consensus among Nagas and the
insistence (on it) is absolutely
irrelevant, rather an attempt at
shifting responsibility to switch
the on-going process off track”.

The best the UPA can do is to
keep the ceasefire alive — it is

The writer, on The Statesman’s staff

for more than four decades, specia-

lises on North-east affairs.

De|h| Must Take A Fresh Look At Naga Truce

about the only substantive out-
come of the peace process so far
— even if it is mired in contro-
versy and is causing bad blood
between Nagas and Manipuris.
The rebel cadres are trying to
widen their influence in Mani-
pur hills in much the same man-
ner they did in the aftermath of
the September 1964 cease-fire
Agreement between the under-
ground and the Centre. Manipur
was a mere spectator then be-
cause the truce, which covered

dlctlon that they followed him to

Paris in 1998 and, after a 15-
minute meeting, announced that
“we have already received a
clear assurance in this regard
(extension of the truce)”. Unless
Mr Vajpayee gave the nod,
would the Naga leaders have
been so vocal on this issue time
and again, much to the BJP
leader’s embarrassment?

Mr Vajpayee neither denied
nor admitted having given such
an assurance, but lawyer and

three of its districts, was signed
without the state government
being consulted. The resultant
build-up later led to Naga-Kuki
ethnic clashes in the mid-1990s.
Against this background, the
UPA needs to review the truce,
particularly its terms and condi-
tions, before it expires on 31
July.

BIP duplicity

The truce was brokered by for-
mer Prime Minister IK Gujral
and he was not forthcoming
while announcing it in Parlia-
ment on 25 July 1997. MPs
wanted more information but
they were told not to persist,
giving rise to the suspicion he
was hiding something. Why else
would he be so secretive about
something the public had every
right to know? The truth was out
within days of the truce coming
into force on 1 August 1997
when rebel Naga leaders claim-
ed it was not confined to Naga-
land and that Delhi had “ag-
reed” in principle to cover the
contiguous Naga-inhabited
areas of the three states. Mani-
puris were outraged, but timely
assurance by the Centre that the
state’s boundary would not be
disturbed saved the situation.

When Mr Vajpayee replaced
Mr Gujral, the Naga leaders
were so determined to get a de-
finite yes on the truce’s juris-
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former Mizoram governor Swa-
raj Kaushal spilled the beans.
Replacing Padmanabhiah as
chief negotiator following the
Naga leaders’ refusal to talk to a
bureaucrat, Mr Kaushal held the
post for.only a few weeks and
said after his resignation that Mr
Vajpayée had, in fact, reneged
on his word on the truce’s ex-
tension.

The June 2001 “Bangkok Ag-
reement” with the NSCN-IM on
truce extension to three states
without territorial limits once
again exposed saffron duplicity.
Eighteen Manipuri protesters
were killed in police firing, the
assembly building was set on fire
and government property worth
lakhs of rupees was destroyed.
The NDA backtracked soon
enough, but the NSCN-IM did
not. Before signing the agree-
ment, the Vajpayee government
employed devious methods in
that it ensured the collapse¢ of
the Samata Party-led coalition
government of Radhabinod Koi-
jam and put Manipur under
President’s Rule.

The BJP realised rather too
late that there could be no easy
solution to the Naga problem, so
it tried delaying tactics. It
proposed setting up a “Group of
ministers” to look into the issue,
but this proposal was not push-
ed, possibly because of NSCN-
IM objection.

Last year, the BJP came out
with yet another preposterous
idea, loosely called the “Padma-
nabhiah suggestion”, to change
Manipur’s map by excluding its
Ukhrul and Senapati districts,
perhaps as an answer to the Na-
gas’ demand. Ukhrul because it
is Muivah’s home district, and
Senapati because the NSCN
draws a good number of its
cadres from there. All this ex-
emplified the BJP’s bankruptcy
of ideas on the North-east.

The BJP recognised the
uniqueness of the Naga demand
purely for its own selfish political
ends, the objective being to
cultivate militants and so find
entry into the Nagaland assem-
bly. It did just that and with ease

- — sending as many as seven

members. Lest it deny the overt
militant support, the NSCN-IM
information and publicity wing is
on record that it “allowed” the
BJP to “open an account in the
hope it would take steps to solve
their problems”.

Looming mess

In a way, the BJP must feel
greatly relieved that it no longer
has to deal with the NSCN-IM,
and happy to have put the UPA
in a looming mess of its creatior
After Mr Vajpayee’s Octobet
comment, the NSCN-IM ne¢
longer acknowledges the BIP’s
“wisdom and sincerity”.

The role -of the Naga Hoho
(apex body of tribal chiefs),
NGOs and church leaders in the
peace profess has been far from
satisfactory. Having proposed
that all warring factions be in-
volved for a meaningful dialog-
ue, they should have stuck to it.
The Hoho’s reconciliation drive
has hit a wall, with the NSCN-
IM showing little interest. It is
clear that even if some under-
standing is reached with the
NSCN-IM, the final settlement
must be worked out with leaders
of all groups. More priority must
be accorded to unity and the
form of government the NSCN-
IM has in mind, instead of this
obsession with integration first.
A breakthrough is of thes
essence. T

Many may support former
chief minister Hokishe Sema’s
views that integration “should
not be at the cost of disinte-
grating other communities and
(creating) turmoil in the North-
east”. There obviously are grea-
ter risks of the North-east going
up in flames if Naga adminis-
trative set-up demand is accep-
ted rather than keeping things
on hold. But the overriding
concern is one of peace — and
all good-intentioned groups
must work to that end.
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Tripura militants
kidnap 24 traders

”

HT Correspondent S(. '

Agartala, June 14 Qr

T

TRIBAL MILITANTS struck
in the wee hours of Monday
abducting as many as 24
Bengali traders in north
Tripura. The incident occu-
rred close on the heels of
kidnapping of seven perso-
ns in Khowai in west Tripu-
ra on Sunday.

The kidnapping of the
small-time traders from
Dasda-Kanpui road trig-
gered tension in Kanchan-
pur subdivision, bordering
Mizoram. Paramilitary
troops launched a massive
manhunt to track down the
militants.

Armed with sophisticat-
ed ammunition, militants
owing allegiance to out-
lawed NLFT swooped on the
two trucks at Kuri at around
7 am and kidnapped the
traders, a senior north dis-
trict police official said. The
trucks were carrying about

THE TEIEGRADH

40 traders from Dasda to the
nearby weekly market at
Kanpui.

Initial report said that the
militants took away as
many as 35 people at gun-
point since others managed
to give them a slip in the
melee. Militants, however,
took 25 people, but later re-
leased one Kripamoy Roy on
health grounds.

Police confirmed that the
militants kidnapped 24 peo-
ple travelling in two trucks
at Kuri, not far away from
Mizoram and Chittagong
hill tracts of Bangladesh. It
is believed that the traders
disappeared into the dense-
ly forested Chittagong Hill
Tracts where NLFT set up a
number of hideouts.

Usually the traders are
held hostage for ransom
money. Militant outfits in
Tripura usually take re-
course to this method to ne-
gotiate ransom as an easy
way to raise funds. At least

Cui Uy

three thousand people irre-
spective of social and eco-
nomic status were Kkid-
napped so far over the last
seven years.

An edgy state administra-
tion has swung into action.
District magistrate Deboto-
sh Dutta and SP (North)
Arvind Singh, who assumed
office last weekend, rushed
to the spot with heavy con-
tingent of police and para-
military forces. He is super-
vising the combing opera-
tion launched by BSE TSR
and armed police personnel.

On Sunday ATTF mili-
tants kidnapped five Ben-
gali labourers at Kuchubari
in Khowai, west Tripura.
The kidnapped—Arjun Das,
Sushen Das, Sunil Das, Suk-
lal Das and Mithun Das—
are yet to be traced.

Opposition parties today
have serious concerns over
the sudden spurt in kidnap-
pings in different parts of
the state.



NORTH by NORTH EAST

Naga demands: A
tentatiye forgm“%g

$HE Naga Hoho,%h\e once vibrant/platform for tribes

[ among the Nagas which was reduced to a shell of its

former self by pressure from major insurgent groups, is

now trying to revive itself. Led by its president, N Vero, a

five-member team arrived in New Delhi to meet leaders of

the Manmohan Singh government as well as former Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee and others. ¥

At the time of writing, they had met Vajpaye
Gandhi and honie minister Shiviaj Patil. The visi has a one-
point agenda: it is the speeding up of the talks fdr an “hon-
ourable and just settlement based on the integration of all
continuous Naga areas, full respecting historical and natural
justice.” The Naga leaders are sharply opposed to the ruling
coalition's Common Minimum Programme which declares
that “the territorial integrity of existing states will be main-
tained,” a reference to the Naga demand for integration of
territories currently in Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and Mani-
pur and want this clause removed. The Naga demand is
strongly opposed by the neighbouring states. o

Vero and others maintain that this is sefting conditions to
the ongoing negotiations which are supposed to be “uncon-
ditional”; it’s clear that whatever the public postuting of both
sides, the NSCN (1-M} is focusing on integration and not on
“sovereignty” which many Nagas know is near-impossible.
Where will the talks go if integration is not possible, is their
concern, The NSCN too has indicated that it is closely
reviewing the situation although the cease-fire extension
comes up at the end of the month and a consultatio
between the two sides is likely at Bangkok. ~

While understanding the concerns of the Nagas, as we
have said before, it is dlso important that they realise that
other sides also have a written history and chronicles, going
back hundreds of years, especially Manipur and Assam, The
Nagas are unique in the sense that they have kept up an
armed struggle and consistent political position over the past
50-0dd years in terms of their historical perspective.

But this is a world where ground realities matter as much
as emotions and views. The ground reality is that frontiers
were drawn decades ago, that states exist under a Constitu-
tiopal arrangement and these borders matter as much to ex-
isting states and peoples as do the Naga demands to Nagas.
Confidence building measures are necessary among commu-
nities, to reduce tension and suspicion, involving scholars,
policy makers and analysts, media and non-government
organisations. Without an understanding between peoples of
the states, it will be difficult to push through an agreement.

_ Following one’s observations, visits to the region and
interactions with leaders on all sides over a number of years,
the following tentative formula may be considered to nudge
the process forward: . .

One, that an expert committee, comprising demographic
specialists, scholars and former officials “
by all sides, be set up to consider ¢
contemporaty situation with regard o ot
either side of the existing borders; o

Two, that the team’s recommendations be subnitt
governments and relevant organisations for detail wit
ions of the findings in a move toward a lo settlement;

" Three, that without prejudice to a political resolution of
the issues, that the traditional residency of ethnic groups
which have lived and co-existed in these areas for
generations be recognised.
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/. Perﬁdlous UlfaJ

%\ ' Kid-glove policy no longer vali

y ho ding Assam animal husbandry minister’ GC Lan-
gthasa’s son hostage since 27 April, the Ulfa again shows
its ugly face, It is demanding the release of seven senior
functionaries missing since last December's Bhutan military
operation and are believed to be in the Indian Army's cus-
tody. But were this been the main reason, why did it leave a
Rs 3-crore ransom note, giving rise to suspicions of ex-
tortion? And why, more importantly, did it pick on a minis-
ter from Karbi Anglong? The Ulfa's abduction modus has
not changed much since 1991. It started losing public sym-
pathy following rampant abduction of Assam government
and ONGC officials as also a Russian technician working
with Coal India who, it felt, would afford maximum publicity
to its cause of “swadhin Asom”. But when it killed the Rus-
sian in an “encounter” and refused to hand over the body
despite pleas from the family, its duplicity was exposed. The
then Saikia government did free most of the detenue to
ensure safety of hostages, but times are changing
The 1997 abduction of Sanjoy Ghosh, an NGO official
engaged in anti-erosion measures in Majuli, shook public
conscience. When and how he was killed is not known, the
Ulfa version was that he died after a fall from a cliff. The
most one can sensibly hope for in the minister’s son’s case is
that he will be returned unharmed — something Dispur
must ensure. Giving in to Ulfa’s demand will only embolden
the militants. With their backs to the wall, Ulfa hardliners
have little choice but to indulge in such activities. Harsh ac-
tion demands equally brutal reaction and lest the Ulfa
forget, Operation Rhino is yet to be officially withdrawn.[/
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/Ulfa blasts Aqsam theatre, 28

HT Correspondent %
Guwahati, June 9

ULFA MILITANTS struck
in a big way injuring 23 per-
sons, eight of them serious-
ly;, in a grenade attack in a
crowded cinema in the busi-
ness township of Tinsukia
in upper Assam today.

“Twenty-three people we-
re injured when the mili-
tants hurled a grenade at
the Paradise cinema in the
heart of the town screening
a Hindi movie,” Tinsukia
Deputy Commissioner San-
jay Lohiya said.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

He added that the att c
might be an offshoot of the
ban called by the Ulfa on the
screening of Hindi movies
last year which was opposed
by the state film industry
and the subsequent blasts
about three months ago in
cinema halls of neighbour-
ing Sibsagar, Jorhat and Go-
laghat districts.

The DCP said those seri-
ously injured have been ru-
shed to Assam Medical Col-
lege Hospital in Dibrugarh,
while the others are treated
at Tinsukia Civil Hospital.

A search operation has

1{} fl'js‘

been launched in the entire
district to nab the culprits
who escaped immediately af-
ter the incident, he said.
However, no arrests have
been made so far. People who
were nearby said they heard
a loud blast around 1 pm fol-
lowing which there was pan-
icky as people rushed out of
the cinema hall.

This was the third cine-
ma hall blast in upper As-
sam after the Ulfa had called
for ban on Hindi films. The
state administration has
beefed up security meas-
ures around the cinema

halls after today’s incident.

Hindi-speaking people
are a majority in Tinsukia.
The town was badly affected
during anti-Bihari violence
in November last year.

Screening of Hindi films
dropped drastically every-
where, except Guwahati, af-
ter the Ulfa imposed the ban.

There were two other
blasts in cinema halls at
Nazira in Sibsagar district
and Sibsagar where Hindi
movies were screened. Thr-
ee people were Killed and
several others were injured
in the incident.



GUWAHATI, June 8. — The United Liberation Front
of Assam has stated that it is not averse to talks with the
Centre in a foreign country provided the latter is sincere
enough in finding a solution to the problem through
dialogue.

In an interview given through e-mail to a vernacular
daily here, the chairman of the banned outfit, Mr Aro-
binda Rajkhowa, clarified that its demand for “sover-
eignty” must be discussed in any dialogue with the Cen-
tre. “There’s no question of giving up the primary goal
of attaining an independent Assam after so many sacri-
fices during the 25-year-long struggle so far,” the Ulfa
leader said. He, however, didn’t sound rigid in the outfi-
t’s demand for the presence of a UN representative dur-
ing talks with the Centre. Mr Rajkhowa said: “There’s
no difference of opinion among Ulfa leaders about the
reality that dialogue is one of the plausible ways to find
a political solution to the ‘Assam-India’ conflict.”

The Ulfa chairman’s statement has come in response
to a recent statement by Union minister of state for de-
fence Mr Bijoy Krishna Handique, who had said the new
government was not against holding peace talks with
militant groups of Assam in foreign land, provided no
strings were attached to such meetings.

During an interaction with the media at his home
town Jorhat, Mr Handique had said: “When you consid-
er the world as a global village, holding talks with mili-
tants in another country should not be a problem. Hold-
ing dialogue is more important that the venue of
negotiation.”

The banned outfit had long back outlined two primary
pre-conditions for a dialogue with New Delhi: talks
should be held in a third country under UN supervision
and that the dialogue should centre around the Ulfa’s
demand for ‘sovereignty’ of Assam. Successive state gov-
ernments — including the incumbent Congress govern-
ment — had urged the Centre to agree to hold dialogue
with the Ulfa abroad, as was done in the case the NSCN-
IM and Mizo National Front. The previous NDA gov-
ernment, however, had ruled out talks with any militant
outfit that had set pre-conditions.

Mr Rajkhowa claimed that despite the anti-militant
operation in Bhutan last year, four of its five “battalions
are still very much active... Why does the government
continue with the unified command structure in Assam
if the Ulfa has ceased to exist?”

THE STATESMAN @ 'Jun e



N] «
Local anaesthesia
W N-E needs comm%%clymrmony 5("%

Developmg in the North-east hill states depends o

locals and outsiders striving equally to preserve commu

nal harmony. The economy of the Bodo Territorial Counci
depends entirely on non-Bodos, who constitute a majority.
Now that the council comes under the Sixth Schedule, non-
Bodos cannot own property, but the interests of permanent
settlers must be safeguarded. The Inner Line Permit system
in Arunachal, Mizoram and Nagaland has not curbed
infiltration, giving rise to questions even if it is too late to
right wrongs. But these states could not have built houses
and offices without importing labour. One recalls the peo-
ple of Meghalaya boasting of building a satellite township
near Shillong with local labour, which would have been
exceptional had they used local material.

Over the past decade or so there have been reports of
non-locals, particularly businessmen, being killed in Megha-
laya. Mercifully even when Khasi students were forcibly
deporting outsiders in 1988, outsiders exercised restraint.
But with electronic media exposing incidents, visuals do
generate feelings. Last month two outsiders allegedly mur-
dered a Mizo woman in Aizawl following which an irate
crowd set upon non-locals. Administration did prevent
things from turning ugly but this was not unnoticed. After
watching the victims and hearing their accounts over a
Kolkata TV channel, an organisation calling itself “Amra
Bangali” is said to have warned the Mizoram government of
dangerous consequences. Some weeks ago, a Kolkata group
also warned Naga students over threats to oust non-locals.
The governments concerned cannot take this lightly.
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Jhus far and...

eg\"' ~ Peace rests with NSCN-IM leaders \\j‘

aga peace talks are not likely to resume in June despite

Indian negotiator K Padmanabhiah’s assurance that
Delhi’s change of guard will not “adversely” affect the pro-
cess. What could possibly queer the pitch is the clause in the
UPA's Common Minimum Programme that it would
maintain the “territorial integrity of north-eastern states”.
This has been the crux of the problem. At their first meeting
with Central leaders in Delhi in January last year, Isak Swu
and Th Muivah demanded a single administrative unit for
Nagas, meaning the integration of all contiguous Naga-
inhabited areas of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam and Manipur.
Unless the NSCN-IM leaders agree to drop the demand, it
could well be the end of the whole affair.

Newly-elected Nagaland MP Wangyuh Konyak is angry
about the clause, asserting that “if the will of the people is
supreme we will have the final say”. This implies that his
Nagaland People’s Front, the main constituent of the ruling
Democratic Alliance of Nagaland, is solidly behind the
NSCN demand. Not surprising though, because Konyak
could not have won the lone parliamentary seat by a majo-
rity of more than 150,000 without NSCN-IM backing. The
other partner — BJP — is also unhappy but its legislature
party leader, Hokishe Sema, says that unification “should
not be at the cost of disintegrating other communities and
(causing) turmoil in the North-east”, a remark that has led
to the souring of an otherwise excellent BJP-NSCN-IM
relationship. Having come so far, it it would be disastrous if
Naga leaders decide to back out. Hopefully, both sides will
make efforts to find a compromise formula.

-
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Ulfa abducts
ministers son

Offers trade- off with seve <n rebels

Q(ﬁr

UNITED LIBERATION Front of As-
sam (Ulfa) militants have kidnapped
the son of an Assam minister, say-
ing he would be freed only if New
Delhi persuades Thimpu to release
seven of the outfit’s leaders.

Bhutan is believed to have im-
prisoned the seven during a mili-
tary operation last December to
flush out Ulfa, NDFB and KLO mili-
tants camping in that country.

Interestingly, the Ulfa admitted to
abducting Nirmalendu Langthasa,
the fourth son of Hill Areas Devel-
opment Minister Gobinda Chandra
Langthasa, over a month after he
went missing near Haflong on April
27. Equally mysteriously; Nirmalen-
du’s wife Lucy lodged an FIR at the
Haflong police station in North
Cachar Hills district only on May 26.

The police had initially suspected
Hmar militants, who had killed an-
other of Langthasa’s four sons last
year, but a note issued by Ulfa chair-
man Arabinda Rajkhowa late on
Sunday changed the picture.

The note said Nirmalendu would
be held hostage until “New Delhi
and Thimpu get their act together”
and set seven of his comrades free.

These seven include dreaded mil-
itants as Rabin Neog, Ashanta Bagh-
phukan and Bening Rabha, all of

Rahul Karmakar
Guwahati, May 30

THE HDUSTAN T
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them * majors in the Ulfa’s armed
wing. These seven and scores of oth-
er Ulfa, NDFB and KLO militants
have not been heard of since the
Bhutanese army demolished over 20
guerrilla camps across southern
Bhutan in December.

The flushout forced over 500 mili-
tants to surrender.

“We are trying to establish the ve-
racity of the Ulfa note,” IGP (Special
Branch) Khagen Sarma said.

He said the Ulfa had earlier issued
an “unsealed” demand note seeking
a ransom of Rs 3 crore for Nirmal-
endu’s release. Langthasa is not the
only Assam minister to have been
targeted by militants. Bru insur-
gents had abducted Pratul Chandra
Deb, uncle of Social Welfare Minis-
ter Gautam Roy, last April.

Deb, a retired teacher in London,
was whisked away from the Katli-
cherra area of Barak Valley, appar-
ently for ransom. Unable to trace
him, the police last week handed the
search over to the paramilitary.

In another development, MoS for
Defence Bijay Krishna Handique to-
day said the Congress-led UPA gov-
ernment was ready to hold talks
with the North-east ultras.

Handique said, “We are ready to
hold talks with N-E ultras at any
place and at any moment they are
willing to hold negotiations.... Our
doors open for them.”
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The Economic Time

aga talks

Q@ Bharti Jain
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HE Congress may be perceived to be dloser to
Naga rebel group NSCN (Khaplang) than
NSCN (Isak-Muivah), with which the Centre
is in a dialogue, but it is unlikely to replace the
NSCN(I-M) as the key negotiator on behalf of Nagas.

Union home minister Shivraj Patil, who has
beenbriefed by Centre’s interlocutor for Naga talks,
K. Padmanabhaiah, on the progress made so far, is
said to be keen to take the dialogue forward and
wants the NSCN(I-M) leadership to visit India for
the next round according to their pre-election
plans. However, sources said a decision on the tim-
ing may be taken only after Parliament session ends
onJune 10.

Although the Centre is in a ceasefire pact with
NSCN(Khaplang) since 2001, it has not embarked
onadialogue withitsleaders. In fact, the authorities
here are convinced thatit's the Isak-Muivah faction
that is the supreme representative of Naga interests
bothin terms of its acceptability among the Nagas as
well as its manpower/combat strength.

This was apparent from the outcome of the Naga-
land Assembly elections, held in February last year,
when candidates tacitly supported by the NSCN(I-
M) emerged victorious even as the NSCN(Khap-

51

to continue

lang)’s backing for the Congress failed to get former

chief minister S.C. Jamir another term in office. This

not only reinforced the NSCN(I-M)’s superior status

asanegotiator on behalf of the Nagas but also cau-

tioned the Centre against unnecessarily giving too.
much importance to the Khaplang faction.

It was probably after this that the Centre’s inter-
locutor, K. Padmanabhaiah, focused his parleys en-
drely onthe NSCN(I-M), setting aside speculation of
a parallel dialogue with the Khaplang faction. Au-
thorities here are of the opinion thatinvolving sma-
Hler groups at this stage would only complicate mat-
ters as Mr Padmanabhaiah would have to deal with
different and diverse voices. It is to avoid such con-
tusion in preliminary stages that the Centre does ot
want 10 engage groups other than the NSCN(I-M)
until some sort of breakthrough is imminent. Only
then do the authorities want to bring in groups like
the NSCN(Khaplang) and Naga National Council
(NNC). The purpose would be to give the latter an
opportunity to lay down their views before any set-
tlement is reached so that a consensus can be built.

However, sources familiar with the ongoing
Naga talks concede that a breakthrough in the ne-
gotiations may be far away. Just before the country
went into the election mode, the NSCN{I-M) had
been convinced by Mr Padimanabhaiah to come to
India for a second time for further talks.
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L; And some comfort for Congress \

lanked out in 1998 and 1999, the AGP has returned wi

a bang in the Lok Sabha elections. Its candidate from the
Dibrugarh constituency, former Aasu chief Sarbananda
Sonowal, wrested the seat from Congress and it also won in
Lakhimpur. Bhupen Hazarika, the BJP’s star turn for the
prestigious Guwahati seat, realised soon enough that Atal
Behari Vajpayee may have changed his life but not for the
better. The celebrated Assamese singer may now have to
live with being “that humiliated BIP leader”. If the BIP,
despite fielding former secretary of the Assam Tea Tribes
Students Union, KP Tassa, from Dibrugarh, made no dent
in the tea belt, it was because the electorate resented the
party’s “India shining” and “Feel good” cacophony. Consi-
dering the BJP’s high profile campaigns and determination
to sweep the Assam polls, the Congress did remarkably well
by retaining nine seats, one short of 1999. Its win from
Guwahati neutralises the setback it suffered in Dibrugarh
(where its party president, Pawan Singh Ghatowar, was
humbled), despite the nursing from 1952. Significantly, it
bagged the Karbi Anglong ST seat.

The Naga People’s Front candidate, W Konyak, set a
record of sorts by defeating the Congress sitting member by
more than 450,000 votes. A constituent of the ruling Demo-
cratic Alliance of Nagaland, the party is known to identify
with the underground and there were allegations of large-
scale rigging with the help of militants and state government
officials, with minors being allowed to vote — a fit case for
an Election Commission probe. The victory of the Mizo
National Front, an NDA ally, also a victory for National
Trinamul Congress leader Purno Sangma retaining Tura,
was a foregone conclusion. Now with the Congress havmg
one each from Meghalaya and Manipur, the North-east
-together sends only 11 MPs, four short of 1999. Never-
theless, this offers some comfort for the party’s cey‘

commangd.
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P Need for unif de - YV
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If ceasefire agreements with rebel outfits are to produce
results, a uniform code would help. When the Mizo Nation-
al Front opted for peace in the 1980s and the Bodo Libera-
tion Tigers in 2002, the Centre did not ask them to surrender
arms. Both factions of the NSCN, observing a truce, are al-
lowed to retain arms. The precondition that the Ulfa and
Manipur rebel outfits lay down their weapons before talks is
the main hindrance towards initiating a dialogue. In a sense,
insistence on this counts for little because even if they do,
they could as easily buy weapons on the open market as and
when occasion arises. Last week, 72 cadres of Montu Koloy
faction of the National Liberation Front of Tripura, which
signed a truce with the Centre in April, surrendered but alt
they showed was 22 weapons, mostly country-made, An en-
couraging pointer, however, was the statement by the Nayan-
bashi Jamatia faction of the NLFT, which is also observing a
truce, that it would cancel an arms deal in Thailand and close
down all training camps in Bangladesh, confirming the Left
Front’s repeated allegations of their existence, something
which Dhaka may find hard to deny.

There will be no relief, however, until one more NLFT
faction — of Bishwamohan Debbarma — and the All Tripura
Tiger Force also fall in line. Over the past 12 years, thousands
of rebels have responded to government promises of rehabi-
litation with no noticeable improvement in the law and order
situation. Because most belonged to insignificant groups,
floated by unemployed youths without ideology but to take
advantage of rehabilitation programmes. If truce has to pro-
mote peace, it must be worth the paper it is written on.
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WN aga integration should
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high voter turnout, a complete contrast to

the boycott some years ago, backed by the
underground, which propelled SC Jamir of the
Congress Party again to power. Last year, Jamir
was ousted in the Assembly elections and
Neiphiu Rio seized power. In the light of the
blistering attack by the National Socialist
Council of Nagaland on the BIP as untrust-
worthy and duplicitous (they also reportedly
kidnapped a number of BIP workers and su-
pported an independent candidate in the QOuter
Manipur constituency), it is interesting to review
a statement issued before the elections on the
ongoing peace process between New Delhi and
the Nagas, made by Hokishe
Sema, state BIP chief, a
former chief minister and a
current MLA. It is also a
waming to the present chief
minister and drew a furious and predictable
response from the NSCN (I-M).

NAGALAND has completed polling with a

“The Democratic Alliance of Nagaland

. promised an early political settlement in our
Common Minimum Programme... Thirteen
months have elapsed and we are still at the
starting point... Our government has been
charged with delaying with a view to get more
resources - commensurate to  our
requirements. The present situation is that
our Naga brothers in all factions are required
to collect funds for their own survival... A
very costly peace.

“The present trend is not on the right line.
The policy to maintain equi-closeness with all
factions is not on our Common Minimum
Programme. Equi-closeness corroborates us
in all their actions good as well as bad. As
Naga representatives, we must give correct
inputs so that our brothers in the NSCN can
arrive at a good and acceptable solution. We
are silent spectators to cease-fire ground
rules and cannot remain contented with only
publicity value.

“Given the stance of both GOI and NSCN,
especially on the question of Sovereignty and

Document

ntegratxon of aga areas, a deadlock may
arise... I appeal to all members to take a keen
interest and shoulder responsibility... so that
a Final Settlement is possible with dignity not
only for the NSCN but also all Nagas.

“This august House has passed a Bill for
the handing over of continuous Naga-in-
habited areas to Nagaland many times. This is
technically different from the demand for
territorial integration of Naga areas by
NSCN. Any solution to be acceptable has to
be with the intent of maintaining good
relations with neighbours, whether it is India,
Myanmar, Manipur, Arunachal or Assam, in
future. Naga integration should not dis-
integrate other commu-
nities and cause turmoil in
the region. Without this

basic change in approach,
we arc heading for a
deadlock in negotiations.

“More than half a century of living under
different administrations has effected the
perception of people towards a common
Naga state. Tribal interests are also a weak-
ness... Tribal affinities will dictate future
relations and it may be worth considering
having more than one Naga state with special
status and facilities as in now enjoyed in
Nagaland but under a social and cultural
umbrella organisation in the first phase.

The statement says that the lack of
organised popular movements by Nagas in
other parts of the North-cast demanding
integration had made the “case weak in the
eyes of India and the world.”

“In 1947, Nagas declared independence
and since then have struggled with India to
achieve this goal. Many Nagas have sacrificed
their lives... Barriers are breaking down
because practical aspects of life and freedom
to the people have taken priority.

“Similarly, in our context what we want is
that the Naga people be free and developed.
Peoples’ sovereignty should be foremost... In
the present world, there is no absolute

sovereignty.”

THE STATESMAN
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‘Sikkim on the map
With this move, the Chinese have greatly”
helped the cause of Indo-Sino ,c'oopera#(t%o&*

A\ LTHOUGH tves expectegér(%whiﬁl

long time, China’s correction of
its official maps to include Sikkim as
part of India is a welcome step. This is
in keeping with the growing ties be-
tween the twocountries, a process that
was given a notable boost duting Pri-
me Minister Vajpayee’s visit to China
lastyear. In fact, it was during that visit
that Beijing made it clear that it con-
siders Sikkim a part of India. Even ear-
lier there were enough indications that
it would accept this reality since it was
willing to establish border trading
postson the Sikkim-Tibet border. Such
posts, by definition, denote the admin-
istrative control, if not their sover-
eignty, of the nations involved. The
devil as usual was in the detail with re-
spect to the exact location of these
posts. And this was essentially sorted
out by the time the prime minister had
travelled to China.

The real significance of the depic-
tion of Sikkim as part of India in
China’s official mapsis that it indicates
the willingness of China — and India
— towork on the basis of reality. The
cynics might say that the Chinese shift
of position isjust a gesture, and thatwe
may have conceded too much by the
inflection of language on Tibet. But we
need to remembes that both countries
have come a long way during the 15
years since Prime Minister Rajiv Ga-
ndhi made his historic visit to China,

NDIAN Fxpr reg

jbgered anetv paradigm in
bilateral relations, Both countries had
systematically followed up on the pro-
cess since then and not allowed any
specific points of divergence in style or
substance todisrupt it.

China and India need a sustained
period of peace to focus on their socio-
economic development. As they keep
working together on a range of issues,
they are also acquiring a new respect
for each other. What is more, they are
beginning to recognise the conver-
gences and divergences in their na-
tional interests; and that the former far
outweigh and outnumber the latter.
Taken to its logical conclusion, the
Sikkim issue should open up new op-
portunities in future, For example,
China had built the Karakoram high-
way from its Sinkiang province thro-
ugh Pakistan-occupied Kashmir to Is-
lamabad in territory that its own treaty
of 1963 with Pakistan recognised as dis-
puted. The Sino-Indian frontier in
J&K has, of course, to be settled be-
tween the two Asian giants. Demarca-
tion of the Line of Actual Control is
critical to future peace and stability,
and must be expedited. Meanwhile, a
trading post at undisputed points like
the Karakoram Pass in Ladakh would
be another way of working for the fu-
ture on the basis of current reality in a
way that does not impact negatively on
the national interest of either country.
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Trlpura rebels
give up ar? S,

ready for

TmeEs NEws NETWORK

Agartala: In a major break-
through, two underground
rebel outfits of Tripura, NLFT
(Biswamohan) and NLFT
(Nayanbashi), agreed to end
decades-old i Insurgency in the
state.

Senior rebel commanders,
including the Nayanbashi fac-
tion chief, Nayanbashi Jama-
t1a called on deputy Prime

g Minis-
ter LK
Advani
sepa-
rately
o n
Thurs-
d ay
and as-
sured
him of

‘sus-
pend-
ing all hostilities and violent
movements” from Thursday.

While two rebel command-
ers and one “advisor” accom-
panied Nayanbashi, the four-
member NLFT (Biswamohan)
faction was led by ifs senior
leaders Benoy Debbarma and
Mantu Koloy. The announce-
ment is viewed as first step to
en masse surrender of the un-
derground rebels.

Earlier, a memorandum was
signed between the NLFT
(Nayanbashi) faction and sen-
ior officials of the central and
state government in New Del-
hi. While joint secretary,

THE 7IMCs oF INDI.

peace

North East, Rajiv Agarwal
represented the central gov-
ernment, Tripura Tribal wel-
fare commissioner GSG Ayen-
gar signed the memorandum
for the state government.

Additional secretary to the
Union government K P Singh
chaired the meetings. DGP
Tripura GM Srivastava, who
played a key role in the peace
process, was also present dur-
ing the meetings.

The NLFT (Biswamohan)
faction submitted a 10-point
charter of demands to the cen-
tral government. All the top
guns of the militant outfits
had been camping in New Del-
hi for one month.

DGP Srivastava told TNN
from New Delhi over tele-
phone that the Nayanbashi
faction would be confined to a
camp and refrain from violent
activities. They would also not
be allowed to move around
with firearms. Discussions on
surrender would take place
during this period.

Sources said insurgents, in-
cluding the top brass, would
surrender en masse to Tripu-
ra Governor Dinesh Nandan
Sahaya.

Observers, however, said
the surrender would not mean
an end to insurgency in the
militancy-beleaguered state as
several other militant outfits
will step up their operations.
Moreover, both the NLFT fac-
tions had suffered splits over
the peace accord.
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Kuki ultras
Karbis in

ioF

Statesman News Service

——

GUWAHATI, March 24. — Suspected
Kuki Revolutionary Army (KRA) ex-
tremists killed at least 29 Karbi villagers,
injuring eight others in separate incidents
of violence in Karbi Anglong hill district
of Assam today. \

Police sources here said Kuki ultras
swooped down on two Karbi villages in
the Bokajan police station area in the wee
hours and killed 16 villagers and injured
two. Four of them were hacked to death
while the rest were gunned down by the
marauding ultras,

In another incident, Kuki militants
fired indiscriminately at a Karbi village in
the Diphu police station area around 1.30
this afternoon and killed 10 Karbi villag-

THE STATESMAN

kill 29

! (b
ers on the spo/t}/h%\:;?al other persons
the

were injured in ttack. Senior police
officers from the capital rushed to the
district on hearing the news,

Chief minister Mr Tarun Gogoi will vis-
it the violence-Hit district tomorrow to
take stock of the situation. Police sources
here said the death toll could go up.

Today’s attacks may trigger another
round of ethnic clashes in the militancy-
affected remote hill district as Karbi ultras
belonging to the United People’s Demo--
cratic Solidarity are feared to retaliate.
Bandh called: The Autonomous State De-
mand Committee has called for a dawn-to-
dusk Karbi Anglong bandh tomorrow in
protest against the killing, PTI adds. While
demanding a probe into the massacre, the
ASDC said the “inhuman” killing must be
condemned at all levels.
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Q'Jr\( b BetwgleérVCentre and N-E, a tall order \.”

Successive Delhi governments have held insurgency res-
ponsible for lack of development in the North-east
whereas the real reason is lack of will. Infrastructure like
bridges, inter-state roads and hydel projects were promoted
by the North Eastern Council during insurgency. It did a
commendable job until the late 1980s when the Planning
Commission began scaling down annual allocation. Several
schemes were jettisoned. This year too allocation was
slashed by 20 per cent, contrary to the NDA's talk of rapid
development. Just how Delhi treats the region is clear from
the withdrawal in 2000 of excise exemption to tobacco. In
response to Congress’ New Industrial Policy in 1991,
Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland and Tripura received 10
industrial entrepreneur memorandum applications but until
March 1998 not a single proposal was implemented. Deve
Gowda announced a Rs 6,100-crore economic package,
including the creation of a non-lapsable pool of Rs 1,500
crore raised from different Central ministries. There would
have been no funds crunch. The NDA announced major
economic benefits, “extra care” and a “new approach” to-
wards the region, but the lower strata is as far removed from
uplift as ever. The setting up of a ministry of development
of the north-eastern region in 2001 raised hopes, but it too
is bogged down in bureaucratic quagmire.

Given north-east realities, it would benefit government to
open trade with Bangladesh, Myanmar and Tibet and en-
courage a trans-border economy. Apart from deriving so-
cial gains for poor border villagers, it will discourage smug-
gling. Trade with Myanmar through Moreh was legalised in
1995. Mizoram can exchange goods through Champai. It
would be possible to reverse Tripura’s sense of isolation if
Bangladesh allows transit facilities. Prospects have brighten-
ed with the introduction of the Agartala-Dhaka bus service.
Arunachal Pradesh can open a route through the abando-
ned Ledo-Myanmar-China Sillwell Road. The “Look East”
policy and the Prime Minister’s comment supports the
north-east becoming an economic bridgehead to south-east

Asia. But what odds honesty over political gimmiW
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Lok Sabha polls
the corner, tribal

pressurise the
jéamn political par-

“tribal groups,
Iy Mising, Tiwa-La-
;. and Rabha-Hasong
ve taised demands for
jte’ ‘dutonomy in the
Re of constitution of the
afid Territorial Au-
g DlStrlCt Council

hedﬁle of the Con-

Bodoland Territori-
" Aditonomous District
Coungil was formed on 8
‘December last as per a
Central Act as per the
Bodoland Territorial
Council Accord signed in
February last year among
Bodo Liberation Tiger,
‘Gentral Government and
”Assarh Government.

" Creation of the territori-
al council for Bodos has
spurred these tribal groups
to rfaise demand for up
gmdauon of their existing
‘Ixterim autonomous coun-
dils which were formed in
19%0s under provisions of
State Acts.

. These groups believes
the BTADC, constituted
dhder a Central Act, it is
far better equipped to
sérve the Bodo community
compared to the limited

THE STATESMAN IS

emand for e
_autonomy @

power endowed upon
their. respective interim
autonomous councils.
Now, with elections
knocking at the door these
groups are pressurising

» political parties including

the ruling Congress, re-
gional Asom Gana Parish-
ad and the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party to extend support
to their demand for more
autonomy.

Under pressure, the
AGP leadership has al-
ready taken a stand that
welfare of the indigenous
communities in the state
will top its agenda while
the ruling Congress is try-
ing to placate these groups
by assuring them to take
up the issue with the Cen-
tral government in the
right earnest after the
polls.

During the latest meet-
ing with the representa-
tives of these three tribal
groups a couple of days
back, chief minister Tarun
Gogoi told them that his
government had already
apprised the central gov-
ernment of their demand
for autonomy under the
amended Sixth Schedule.
The tribal communities
were told that state gov-
ernment had been incapa-
citated by the polls to pur-
sue the matter with the
Centre at the moment.
However, they were assur-
ed of a positive forwarding
note from the state cabinet
sub-committee regarding
their autonomy demand to
the central government
“once the elections are
over”.
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Jaswant assures
¢4/N-E of funds

GUWAHATI, Feb. 27. —
Even as the north-eastern
states cry foul over the
NDA government pruning
the budgetary allocation
for the North Eastern
Council (NEC) and limit-
ing it to about Rs 395 core
for the current fiscal, fi-
nance minister Mr Jaswant
Singh has tried to allay the
fear of fund shortage.

During his two-day visit

* to Assam, Mr Singh assur-
ed the people that not-
withstanding the drastic
cut in the budgetary allo-
cation to the NEC, the no-
dal development agency of
the region, funds would
not be a problem for the
North-east.

The finance minister
came here yesterday to de-
liver a lecture on the BJP’s
“India Shining” propagan-
da in the city. The lecture
was organised by the state
BJP unit as part of its poll
campaign.

Although Mr Singh ex-
plained why the country
was in a better state com-
pared to what it was six
years ago, he was hard put
to answer why the back-
ward North-east should al-
so feel good along with the
rest of the country.

After the lecture, the
minister, while interacting
with the media, stated that
though the Centre had to
slash the allocation to the
NEC because of certain
“intricacies” involved in
the process, there would

THE STATESMAN

Mr Jaswant Singh poses with the ‘Lachit Machal’, handed over by a
BJP worker, in Guwahati on Friday. — Eastern Projections

be no dearth of funds for
the developmental proj-
ects in the region.

“The failure of the NDA
government to make ade-
quate budgetary allocation
to the region should not be
viewed with disappoint-
ment. The Centre will not
fail to ensure funds for de-
velopment projects in the

region,” he assured, saying

he was aware that the
Congress was making
drastic cuts in allocation to
the NEC, a major poll
plank against the BJP in
the Lok Sabha polls.

Besides gracing the

“bhoomipujan” for a por-
tion of the East-West Cor-
ridor project yesterday,
Mr Singh today inaugura-
ted a youth development
centre in the city, which is
being set up by an organ-

" isation sponsored by the

Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP).

In a bid to woo youths
before the polls, Mr Singh,
while inaugurating the
centre, promised help in
building a hostel for stu-
dents from the North-east
in Delhi. He asked for a
project proposal at the
earliest.
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Gogoi demands white paper on

Central funds f

By .Sushanta Talukdar “‘)

GUWAMNATI, FEB. 24. The Assam
Chief Minister, Tarun Gogoi, to-
day demanded that the Central
Government publish a white
paper on the allocation of funds
to the northeastern States and
their use by various Ministries
during the last five years under
the Non-lapsable Central Pool
of Resources (NLCPR).

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Mr. Gogoi said the
white paper should reflect what
share of Central funds was given
to Assam and the other north-
eastern States compared to
States such as Andhra Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh and Tamil Nadu.

Ridiculing the “India shining”
propaganda of the BJP-led NDA
Government, Mr. Gogoi said
that while only 17 km of the
East-West corridor was built
during the last five years, the
Centre had issued big newspa-
per advertisements about the
Rs. 5,600-crore project to build
a 1400-km long road.

“It took five years to complete
only 17 km of the proposed 1400
km road and the BJP-led Gov-
ernment is still claiming that In-
dia is shining. This shows that
the much-hyped propaganda of
India shining is nothing but a

THE HINDU

“holiow eledi
Gogoi said.

The Chief' Minister alleged
that the NDA Government had
deprived Assam and other
northeastern States of their due
allocation of Central funds. The
reduction of allocation for the
North Eastern Council (NEC)
and the Human Resource De-
velopment Ministry’s move to
seek exemption from mandato-
ry budgetary allocation to these
States were “glaring examples of
such injustice.”

Accusing the Opposition
Asom Gana Parishad of indulg-
ing in “secret love affairs” with
the BJP, Mr. Gogoi alleged that
the regional party has been
keeping mum despite “such in-
justice” to the region by the BJP-
led NDA Government.

He alleged that the “AGP has
been busy negotiating with the
Nagaland Chief Minister, Nei-
phiu Rio, on a possible poll tie-
up with the BjP-backed North
East People’s Forum (NEPF) de-
spite Mr. Rio demanding the
creation of a greater Nagaland
that includes Assam’s territory.
“Let Mr. Rio make it clear that
he would not demand Assam’s
territory for inclusion in the
greater Nagaland,” Mr. Gogoi
insisted.

slogan,” Mr.

25 FEB 2004

orth-East

Turning down Mr. Rio’s pro-
posal for an “out-of-court set-
tlement” of the
Assam-Nagaland border dis-
pute, Mr. Gogoi said: “Let the
Supreme Court decide as to
which State the disputed land
should belong.” The Assam
Government would urge the
Centre to prevail upon the Na-
galand Government to maintain
the “status quo” as regards the
disputed area, he said.

Mr. Gogoi alleged that the
Nagaland Government had
been making attempts to en-
croach upon the disputed site
near Merapani along the As-
sam-Nagaland border.

Bengali actress dead

KOLKATA, FEB. 24. Actress Subrata
Chatterjee, who has appeared
in over 100 films and a dozen
plays, died at a Government
hospital here after suffering
from a protracted illness. Sub-
rata, 62, is survived by a daugh-
ter. Her husband, Tarun Kumar,
brother of the late Uttam Ku-
mar, died a few months ago.
Subrata, who shot to fame play-
ing an important role in “Push-
padhanu” in 1959, made her
debut in the film “Ladies’ Seat”
in 1954. — PTI



MUDDY WATERS

els Y2 Why Peace Is A Tall Order In N-E

mong the huge gathering
A\{\V/}lich heard out the Prime
inister during his maiden
visit to Kohima last October
were hundreds of Nagas from
Manipur’s hill districts. Some of
them had been provided trans-
port by the Nagaland govern-
ment from the Mao border
checkpost while others who
missed out trekked the 32 km to
the Nagaland capital. The air
was heavy with the expectancy
that Atal Behari Vajpayee would
qualifiedly endorse the reality of
the Naga demand for the inte-
gration of their contiguous areas
in Assam, Arunachal Pradesh
and Manipur. But he minced no
words about such a sensitive
issue requiring a political con-
sensus and that as far as the
Centre was concerned it was a
closed chapter “at least for
now”. No thunderous applause
followed and the Nagas from
Manipur returned home disap-
pointed. But the Prime
Minister’s neutral stand drew a
sigh of relief from Manipur
(where schools and colleges
were reportedly shut down for
fear of violent reaction).

Belated reaction

The Amsterdam-based Naga
International Support Centre,
though, was quick to react. It
expressed surprise, questioned
Delhi’s sincerity in taking the
ongoing dialogue to its logical
conclusion and wondered whe-
ther the Centre was “aware of
the sensitivity of the issue”.

Curiously and somewhat sur-
prisingly, NSCN-IM general-
secretary Thuingaleng Muivah’s
reaction followed exactly a
month later, indicating that he
was taken aback since he had not
expected the Prime Minister,
after having acknowledged the
reality of the Naga demand, to
have made such a negative re-
mark. He said Vajpayee’s appro-
ach remained “highly question-
able and unacceptable” to him
and his outfit, adding that “the
insistence on consensus of other
peoples to determine the future
of Nagas is absolutely irrelevant;
rather an attempt at shifting res-
ponsibility to switch the ongoing
process off the track”.

The “other peoples” was ob-
viously a reference to Assam,
Arunachal Pradesh and Mani-
pur, parts of which the Nagas
have laid claim to. Muivah does
not think it necessary to have
their opinions on what he calls a
Naga homeland, arguing that
“they had been living in their
own and not in anyone’s terri-
tory”. More to the point, though,
would the collective leadership
be so kind as to explain the
“original” quotient of the Naga
homeland?

The January 2003 peace talks

The writer, on The Statesman’s staff
for more than four decades, specia-
lises in North-east affairs.

By JB LAMA

in Delhi discussed “substantive
issues” but nothing concrete
emerged after Naga leaders
stuck to their demand for the
inclusion of a single adminis-
trative unit in the agenda for the
second round. It was only at last
December’s meeting in Bangkok
that Indian special emissary K
Padmanabhaiah managed to
break the ice. But Mizoram chief
minister Zoramthanga, who has
the Centre’s authority to act as
facilitator and met Muivah and
NSCN-IM chairman Isak Swu in

Bangkok this month, said that “if
it were not for me, they would
never speak to the government
of India”. Which would imply
that the two leaders were seri-
ously thinking of pulling out of
the peace process. This would
have violated their earlier agree-
ment about finding a solution,
come what may.

Then as if to cover up why the
collective leadership had agreed
to come despite being so critical
of the Prime Minister’s Kohima
remark, NSCN-IM steering
committee member Rh Raising
explained that “there have been
talks about integration in some
sections of the press, maybe the
Prime Minister was misquoted”.
But if there had been any doubt
on this score, the NSCN-IM
could just as easily have sought
verification from the PMO.

Suits hath

The second round of talks with
Central leaders was to resume
this month but will now be held
only after the Lok Sabha elec-
tions. This will suit both sides.
Perhaps the NDA government
wanted just that, confident of
coming back to power with a
majority so as to push through
Parliament any agreement likely
to be reached with the NSCN-
M. Vajpayee has already said he
is prepared to amend the Cons-
titution to meet Naga as-
pirations.

1l omens these, for simmering
tensions between Nagaland and
Manipur over the explosive issue
are bound to return when the
subject comes up for discussion.
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and
particularly Manipur are un-

likely to welcome any decision in
favour of the Nagas.

Integration is not a new con-
cept, having been incorporated
in the 1947 Nine-point agree-
ment and also in the 1960 accord
with the apolitical Naga People’s
Convention. The underground
refuses to accept the 1960 accord
which ultimately led to the
formation of Nagaland. Besides,
if there is to be any change in
territorial features, this must be
with the consent of all involved.
And since such a sensitive issue

cannot be consigned to the
dustbin forever, the basis for a
settlement must be found to
preserve peace and harmony
between the states. After all, no
single state can prosper without
the cooperation of others.

But what is of greater concern
now is the strained relationship
and growing conflict between
the NSCN-IM and the Manipur
government. Restraint is of the
essence in view of some recent
disturbing events. Manipur’s
Okram Ibobi Singh had his first
brush with the outfit within days
of assuming office in March
2002 when 11 NSCN-IM cadres
were killed in an encounter with
the Manipur police near Pallel in
Chandel district, bordering My-
anmar. Some weeks later, the
underground retaliated by ab-
ducting the Chandel deputy
commissioner, a Manipuri, who
was released unharmed a few
days later, but not until the
Centre intervened.

Then followed the arrest and
subsequent release last year of
more than a dozen NSCN-IM
men and a senior functionary
who were on their way to Tam-
englong to attend what they
described as a meeting to create
political awareness among villa-
gers in view of Padmanabhiah’s
suggestion to “redraw” Mani-
pur’s map with its two hill dis-
tricts of Senapati and Ukhrul
excluded.

It would seem their mission
was designed to convey the
message to the Manipuris that
the hills belonged to them and
that, like it or not, the Nagaland
ceasefire was very much in vogue
in the districts they inhabited.

Last November’s killing of

7
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Elizabeth Lungnila, a minister’s
eight-year-old daughter, after
being kidnapped from school
has sparked a nasty reaction
from the NSCN-IM. Following a
widespread public outcry, the
Manipur police arrested over a
dozen suspects, most of whom
were freed on bail. When the
police pleaded helplessness to
go ahead with the case for lack
of evidence and suggested that it
be handed over to the CBI, the
government is supposed to have
done so most reluctantly.

Lungrila case

Last month, the NSCN-IM
claimed to have arrested from
Dimapur the “prime suspect”
who belongs to a community it
has been at loggerheads with in
Manipur since the early 1990s.
He is said to have confessed that
the Manipur Assembly Speaker
and two Ibobi ministers (also
from the same community) sent
him to Nagaland. In an ulti-
matum served on the three
legislators, the NSCN-IM has
given them a month’s time to
explain their respective “posi-
tions”.

But why should an un-
derground outfit from another
state that sincerely observes the
ceasefire meddle in Manipur
affairs? To highlight its claim of
fighting injustice, could it not
have handed the “suspect” over
to Manipur? Interestingly, all
this came about after the NSCN-
IM made known it was “severely
punishing” the three tribals
(from Maram in Senapati) who
“murdered” a Manipuri driver in
December on the Imphal-
Dimapur highway.

Implicit in this is the message
that if found guilty the three
legislators must also be handed
exemplary punishment. Ibobi
smells a rat and believes it in-
volves the Opposition’s “frus-
trated reaction” to its failing to
“buy” the Speaker with Naga
underground support.

He also alleges that the
NSCN-IM had repeatedly tried
to influence the three legislators
to withdraw support to his Conig-
ress-led coalition government.
The NSCN-IM has not spelled
out a political agenda in the
event of a settlement. But for the
moment, all one can visualise is
a Nagaland crawling with armed
cadres breathing down the neck
of dissent.

The reconciliation process has
failed to make any headway and
perhaps it never will. Fratricidal
killings show no sign of
abatement. SS  Khaplang’s
breakaway NSCN faction and
the Naga National Council will
not take kindly to being left out
of the picture and any decision
arrived at it would have to satisfy
both the underground and over-
ground. A tall order in troubled
times that would suggest hoping
for the best while preparing for
the worst.



Pride pr gud

J-// Tripura must splke sIave rad \(‘)%\

f Tripura was declared “disturbed” in Februa 1997 to

contain the growing insurgency, far more disturbing is the
report of militants shanghaing poor villagers — men and
women — from remote areas to slave in fields and granaries
owned by rebel organisations in the Chittagong Hill Tracts.
This apparently has been going on for some years but comes
as little surprise in a state where the government’s writ does
not extend to large stretches of tribal land. Unchecked infil-
tration from across the border and the seemingly unending
rebel activity since the 1980s have bequeathed a shattered
economy. In the 1990s there were reports of abject penury
forcing many tribal families to leave their homes and forage
far afoot. Ironically, Tripura is credited with being the only
state in the North-east to have earnestly implemented rural
development programmes. But because of illiteracy and
poverty, poor tribals fall easy prey to unscrupulous local
agents who possibly enjoy an excellent liaison with their
counterparts across the border. Since it is almost impossible
for the Border Security Force to keep a check on such
activities, the task should be entrusted to the Tribal Areas
Autonomous District Council.

However, a permanent solution lies in the rapid
development of rural areas where even the basic amenities
are lacking. The idea of regrouping hill villages for
rehabilitation by allotting each family an acre and a house
— a scheme which the Left Front has approved — seems
relevant in the present context. Since security will be
provided there will be no disruption of children’s education
and development activities. This method succeeded in
Mizoram at a time when insurgency was at its height in the
1970s. But to achieve the desired objectives, the Tripura
Marxists must be serious and sincere.
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holy alliance
P breaking ground in Noxfﬁeastr |

e WDA is all set to conquer the North-east thanks to
former Congress stalwarts Gegong Apang and Purno
Sangma who, feeding off their hatred for Sonia Gandhi’s
influence, have thrown their lot in with the BJP. With Naga-
land won over, the latest to join the bandwagon is Zoram-
thanga’s Mizo National Front. And work continues apace to
pull down the Congress coalitions in Manipur and Megha-
laya. Winning is all that matters and national parties are not
averse to joining hands with smaller tribal groups towards
this end. In 1988, the Congress tied up with the Tripura
Upajati Yuba Samity and came to power. But if the report
of the Indigenous National Party of Tripura — the political
wing of the outlawed National Liberation Front of Tripura
that is largely responsible for the killing of non-tribals —
joining the NDA is true, then something is amiss because
the party in power at the Centre has never been known to
broker such alliances. Comprising the Tripura National Vol-
unteer (of Bijoy Hrangkhawl), TUJS and the Indigenous
People’s Front of Tripura, the INTP managed just one seat
in the last assembly elections. It was allegedly involved in
sending students to Bangladesh for training in camps run by
the NLFT. In the last elections the Congress shared seats
with it.

Zoramthanga is said have persuaded old friend Hrangkh-
awl to side with the NDA. Interestingly, until recently the
BJP had been demanding Hrangkhawl’s arrest because of
his “links with militants”. More than the NDA, the INTP
stands to gain, because it is convinced that the BJP’s “feel-
good” tonic will help revitalise it to achieve its goals of an
autonomous state and the reservation of 80 per cent
assembly seats for tribals. Being in league with rebel-
friendly groups would seem to quantify the saying about
laws being dumb in the midst of arms.
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Dirty dynamics,
487" Ibobi blos whistle on NSCN ¢+

When it comes toppling governments, Manipur
perhaps the mosf\dynamic state in the North-east af
Meghalaya. For which reason chief minister Okram Ibc
Singh must thank his lucky stars for continuing to- occu
the hot seat since March 2002. Though his-Congress-I
Secular Progressive Front government enjoys a comfortat
majority, he always seems to be on tenterhooks. But Ibob
no less adept at robbing Peter to pay Paul. In his dogg
determination to run a purely Congress ministry, he h
increased the party’s tally from 20 to 31 in a house of 60
arranging MLAs from smaller groups. The problem is th
many of his own legislators are unhappy with his leadershi
a point the Opposition is trying to cash in on. He recent
forced over a dozen of his ministers to spend some weeks i
a Kolkata hotel to insulate them from the Opposition.
However, the threat to Ibobi’s authority may not com
from outside but within if he continues to hold on to th.
important finance and home portfolios and remains chief o
the state Congress unit. He must dexterously handle the 1t
hill members who have signed the United Naga Council and
All Naga Association, Manipur’s 2002 Senapati declaration
supporting the extension of the Nagaland ceasefire to the
state. No wonder the NSCN-IM is fishing in troubled wa-
ters, the murder last November of the eight-year-old daugh-
ter of a minister after she was kidnapped from her school
being a handy lure. The outfit claims to have “arrested”,
from Dimapur, the prime suspect who is said to have named
the Manipur Assembly speaker and two of Ibobi’s ministers.
Ibobi senses a political undertone in the NSCN-IM ulti-
matum served on the three legislators “to clarify” their posi-
tion within a month. The rebel outfit has played no insigni-
ficant role in pulling down the Congress government in
Arunachal Pradesh by remote control. If a rebel
organisation is allowed to ride a high horse, the future of
democracy is doomed.
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Nl : : : .
ot Why ominous signs loom in N-E Qi\ %\/
Belhi’s choice of Mizoram chief minister Zoramthanga to
facilitate the Naga peace process is commendable. But
its entrusting an active political leader like Purno Sangma to
broker peace with the militants of the state he belongs to
does seem unreasonable because this is bound to afford him
enormous leverage. Sangma last year covered himself in
controversy by claiming the Centre had authorised him to
contact militant Garo Achik National Volunteer Council
leaders. Came the Centre’s denial and he retorted by saying
that perhaps Delhi felt it unnecessary to consult the state
government. Zoramthanga is a different kettle of fish. Ha-
ving been Laldenga’s deputy who played a significant role in
the signing of the 1986 Mizo Peace Accord, he is ideally
suited for the job because of his manipulative ability to sort
out differences between the Centre and NSCN leaders. It is
not clear which six militant leaders Zoramthanga met in
Bangkok recently, but the Centre should have been a little
forthcoming if it had given him leave to do so.

There is no denying the NDA’s sincerity in pursuing the
peace process. But if progress has been painfully slow, the
BJP has benefited in that it was able to send seven members
to the Nagaland assembly, courtesy the NSCN-IM. The
toppling of the majority Congress government in Arunachal
Pradesh ¢ould not have been possible without the rebels’
support. All this because the Centre lacks a consistent policy
on insurgency. There is little to crow about its accord with
the militant Bodo Liberation Tigers that resulted in the
formation of a territorial council under the Sixth Schedule.
The region will know peace only when the rival National
Democratic Front of Bodoland realises the futility of its
struggle for an independent state and the new adminis-
trators keep their promise to protect the interests of the
non-Bodo majority. The Centre would do well to watch
Assam, Manipur and Tripura. Ethnic tensions threaten
peace there as much as insurgency does.
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9 “&,‘C‘ Time to talk Ulfa down gv

t is too early to determine whether the Bhutan crackd wn

has destroyed Ulfa and Bodo militants’ fighting capability
because even after Operation Rhino they reorganised
‘themselves pretty fast, the Army action providing them
impetus to set up camps in Bhutan and arming themselves
to the teeth. The Ulfa military wing alone had a strength of
3,000, some 400 of whom had been trained by Kachin
guerrillas in Upper Myanmar. Its civil wing, comprising
12,000, provided an organisational network. After decla-
ring a unilateral ceasefire in 1991, more than 50 per cent of
their striking force refused to surrender, even if a large
number of them threw in the towel at the army’s instance
when the Asom Gana Parishad was in power. The exact
number of casualties in Bhutan is not known. Besides, the
quantity of weapons seized from 30 militant camps was not
that satisfying. All this would seem to suggest the militants’
striking capability has only been blunted. About 400 of
them are said to have surrendcred taking advantage of
Dispur’s latest offer of general amnesty the deadline for
,which has been further extended.

If the seemingly endless problem is to be resolyed with
any finality, waiting for the prodigals to return would be
pointless. Perhaps it makes sense to broker a ceasefire and
start a dialogue. If Delhi could take such a bold and
imaginative initiative in Nagaland. why not in Assam? After
all, the Ulfa is no less a potent force than the NSCN. With
China refusing to shelter them, Bangladesh is the last
convenient sanctuary. But of late even the Bangladeshis,
particularly along the border, are reportedly wary of their
presence and extortionist ways and want them gone. The
tide seems to be slowly turning against the militants.
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/Stand & be counted

o 'y
y b Tlme N-E MPsSe rned their feed

he North-east has no place\left to go but up if the BJP

takes the region’s development seriously. For far too
long while the Congress enjoyed a majority on its own, the
eight states of the region (Sikkim included), comprising a
population of some 46 million, had been poorly served by
a mere 25 MPs who had done little or nothing to influence
the making and unmaking of governments at the Centre.
Now with coalition politics coming to stay, the MPs would
do well to stand up and be counted. At least Purno
Sangma, chief of the rival Nationalist Congress Party
group, recognises the need for a cohesive team on the lines
of Chandrababu Naidu’s influential 11 members and
Mamata Banerjee’s seven.

This, however, seems somewhat unrealistic because the
25 MPs do not belong to any particular pasty and they are
usually a silent lot. Not only are they known to have not
expressed their views during debates on important
national issues, none of them have cared to utilise the floor
of the house to voice the problems of their respective
states. For them, the badges of office as represented by
comfortable official residences in the Capltal are the ends,
not the means.

Even at the height of the ethnic Naga-Kuki clashes in
Manipur in the 1990s that claimed more than 1,500 lives,
the tribal MP from the Outer Manipur constituency
thought it unnecessary to spend some time in the state.

- With the BJP wave sweeping some North-east states, the
ensuing elections are expected to throw up some surprises,
particularly in Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland which
have received substantial Central largesse and are in the
throes of that feel-good spirit. The BJP already has a
foothold in these states, thanks to the alleged clandestine
support of a Naga rebel group. The non-Congress
Mizoram and Sikkim governments are NDA-friendly.
While Assam is under the Congress, Meghalaya and
Manipur have Congress-led coalitions.

Contrary to Sangma’s optimism about his party making
its presence felt in Assam, which sends the largest
contingent of 14, he is not expected to do well given the
fact that in the panchayat and municipal elections even
the dominant Asom Gana Parishad was relegated to a
poor third place behind the BJP. If Manipur’s separatist
Kanglei Yawal Kanna Lup sticks to its guns about not
allowing the BJP to function, it will be a serious blow
to the democratic process. The rebel outfit's warning,
however, is not aimed so much at the party as its
state unit chief, Th Chaoba Singh, a sitting MP, whom they
consider the Centre’s “agent” and want removed by 15
February.

It will be a sad commentary on democracy if rebel groups
are allowed to swing the balance of power in favour of any
particular party. Nothing could be more ominous and
cynical than the reported Central offer of money to the
NSCN-IM for the maintenance of its designated camps in
Nagaland. If such be the price for peace, cracking the whip
has got to be the cheaper alternative.
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The leaders of the National So-
cialist Council of Nagalim to New
Delhi have postponed their visit
for talks with Indian leaders be-
cause of the proposed general
elections.

The decision means that crucial
top-level political discussions be-
tween the Naga leaders, Th. Mui-
vah and Isak Chisi Swu, and Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee,
Deputy Prime Minister mr LK
Advani and others — assuming
the National Democratic Alliance
is returned to power at the Centre
— will be significantly delayed, by
as much as four or five months.

Indian officials who are in
touch with the Naga militant
group and its leaders, said that
the postponement has been
agreed to by both sides “because

Naga talks: poll

they know that there cannot be
major political decisions during a
time of elections.” However, a se-
nior official of the NSCN (I-M) in
Dimapur said today that he had
seen news reports of the delay
and had not heard anything di-
rectly either from Mr. Muivah or
Mr. Swu, the general secretary
and chairman respectively of the
organisation, who live in Amster-
dam, Bangkok and other parts of
South-east Asia.

Mizoram Chief Minister Mr
Zoramthanga, an occasional inter-
locutor between the Centre and
the Nagas, is in Bangkok for talks
with the NSCN (I-M) leaders. This
follows on from last month’s dis-
cussions between the Centre’s
Representative, Mr K Padmanab-
hiah and his team, which included
the Intelligence Bureau Director,
Mr KP Singh. The earlier round of

talks had\proved quite tough with
Mr. 7\_5/\%“ insisting that the Cen-
tre had closgd the door on a future
settlement ‘through the Prime
Minister’s visit to Nagaland last
October where he spelt out the
Centre’s position on a number of
issues.

The NSCN’s main objection
was to Mr. Vajpayee’s remark
that since there was no political
consensus on the issue of chang-
ing state boundaries, a core. de-
mand of the NSCN which wants
the formation of a Naga home-
land comprising the current state
of Nagaland and including parts
of Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh
and Assam where some Nagas
live, the boundaries could not be
changed. The statement was wel-
comed by the other states of the
region, which fiercely oppose the
NSCN view, and the territorial

question is a highly emotional and
sensitive issue in the North-east,
showing fundamental differences
in approaches over history and
ethnicity. Later, however, the Na-
ga leaders agreed to come to Del-
hi for discussions with Mr Vajpay-
ee and others.

The NSCN position has created
concern among Nagas who are
not allied with the NSCN, even in
Manipur, where its writ runs in
the hills. A young Naga leader
from the state emphasised to this
writer during a recent visit to Im-
phal that the Naga movement had
always been about “sovereignty”
and not merely about “integra-
tion of lands”.

The impact of the delay and the
many rifts within the Naga com-
munity are difficult to detail in the
short-term but the following is
clear; one, the Naga group will try

and use the delay in its favour to
further consolidate and strength-
en its cadre, political and financial
base since the Centre and state
government will be more focused
on the forthcoming elections. An-
other is that influential Naga
NGOs and Church groups will al-
so get a chance to press their de-
mands for better understanding
and reconciliation among tribes
and armed factions, irrespective
of the political process.

“There must be a reality check
on their (NSCN) demands and
they should ask for something
which is possible,” said an official
today, who is closely involved in
the talks. “We know the govern-
ment mind and it will not go be-
yond a particular point — that is
why both sides have to be realistic
and the Naga side is more realis-
tic now than in the past.”

hitch for Muivah trip

Naga talks

BANGKOK, Feb. 4. — The Mizoram chief minister, Mr
Zoramthanga, today met the NSON (IM) general sec-
retary, T Muviah, and said a dialogue would help in
strengthening peace talks between the Government of
India and the Naga outfit. “We had very good discus-
sions and | hope that now things (the peace talks) will
move in the right direction Zoramthanga said after
closed door one-on-one talks between the two leaders.
The Mizoram chief minister, who described himself as
a “facilitator” between the Government and NSCN (IM),
flew in here yesterday and is scheduled to leave on
Friday. He said he may hold another round of talks
with Muivah tomorrow. Nobody was available for com-
ments from the Naga side. Asked if he had come to
Bangkok with an agenda for the talks, Mr Zoramthan-
ga said his role was to see if he could play any part in
the smooth running of peace talks.

He said the NSCN (IM) had apprised him of the
problems it faced regarding the peace process, which
he would convey to the government. However, he re-
fused to elaborate saying “these talks are secret in na-
ture”. — PTI .
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" REPE IACTION

hose who wield the gun respect no laws — at
I home or abroad. After Bhutan, it was Myanm-

ar’s turn to realize that rebels from India threat-
ened its own peace. New Delhi has reasons to be happy
that Yangon has finally followed Thimphu'’s example
and launched an offensive against the Naga rebels
using its territory. The Myanmarese action seems to
make two basic points. First, it shows that more coun-
tries in the region are waking up to the need for mak-
ing common cause against outlaws and mercenaries.
Second, it signals a better understanding between
India and its neighbours on the issue. There were ti-
mes when Yangon’s military juntas followed a policy of
aiding and sheltering Naga rebels with a view to put-
ting diplomatic pressure on New Delhi. India too was
deeply suspicious of the growing Chinese influence in
Myanmar and did not help bilateral relations by open-
ly supporting the democracy movement in that coun-
try in the late Eighties. The Myanmar army’s action
against the Naga camps has a message for Dhaka
which it could have earlier read in Thimphu’s offen-
sive against Assamese, Bodo and Kamtapuri rebels.
Bangladesh can only hurt its own — and the region’s —
security interests by delaying action against the north-
eastern rebels operating from its territory.

It is difficult, however, to see how Yangon'’s action
could derail the peace process between New Delhi and
the National Socialist Council of Nagalim, led by
Mr Isak Swu and Mr Thuingaleng Muivah. Although
the Myanmarese offensive was against the other
NSCN faction, led by Mr S.S. Khaplang, the aim must
have been to clear the country of all rebel hideouts. It
cannot be in New Delhi’s interest to be part of any
Myanmarese action that would destroy the peace ini-
tiative or the ceasefire in Nagaland. Those who see
Yangon'’s action as a threat to the peace process are ob-
viously misjudging the situation. It would actually
help the overall peace initiative if Myanmar’s action
prompted the NSCN(K) aiso to join the peace-talks
with New Delhi. Factional fights have cost the Naga
rebels almost as dearly as their decades-old fight with
Indian authorities. They can serve Nagaland’s cause

better by uniting for peace.
o

THE TELEGRAPH 1 3 JaN 2004



THE STATESMAN

- Naga Hoho against Bhutan
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Deborsh: Chakx in Kohima .
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Jan. 20. — The Naga Hoho, the apex
body of all tribal organisations in Na-
galand, will oppose any military action
inside Myanmar directed against
North-east insurgent groups that will
target the Naga rebels as well.

Stating this today, general secretary
of Naga Hoho Dr John Murry warned
that any re-run of the Bhutan-like
flush-out operation against Naga fac-
tions inside Myanmar will have severe
repercussions and may paralyse the
ongoing Naga peace talks between the
Centre and NSCN-IM.

Dr Murry, however, said Naga Ho-
ho has no objections to such an opera-
tion in the future against other North-
east insurgent groups, including the
UNLF, PLA and Ulfa, who are be-
lieved to be deeply entrenched inside
Myanmar and the hill tracts of Bangla-
desh. “We shall not poke our noses if
both India and Myanmar decide to go
jointly against the rebel groups who
are running camps inside Myanmar
and retreat there after carrying out at-
tacks inside the Indian territory.”

Dr Murry said political and territo-
rial integration of all Naga-dominated
areas of the region and neighbouring

¢¥ rerun m\ %Iyanmar
\

yanmar would be the first step to-
wards the creation of an independent
homeland for all tribes under the Na-
ga family. “The progress so far in this
regard has been satisfactory and the
Indian government has so far been
sincere in its efforts towards finding a
lasting solution to the Naga problem,
which more than five decades old
now,” he said.

Dr Murry added, “We are also mak-
ing efforts to bring in the Khaplang
faction of the NSCN to the negotiat-
ing table and the progress has been
mgmﬂcant They have agreed on sev-
eral issues.’

While praising the present Demo-
cratic Alliance of Nagaland govern-
ment for its commitment to the Naga
cause, the Hoho general secretary
urged the Centre and the British gov-
ernment to consider the Naga issue
through a historical perspective.
While addressing a press meet organ-
ised by the British Deputy High Com-
mission here, he said: “ The British
left the Naga people high and dry...
They conquered us but never both-
ered to hand us back our independ-
ence when they left India.” Dr Murry
also said talks on Naga homeland
would begin in Myanmar after the is-
sue is settled in India.

21 JAN 2004
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'NDA, meets Vajpayee

Times NEwS NETWORK

New Delhi: The BJP received a shot in the
arm in the North-East when former Lok Sab-
ha speaker Purno Sangma called on the
Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee on Sunday
evening at the latter’s residence to discuss
the possibility of his recently-floated North-
East People’s Front (NEPF) joining the NDA.
The meeting came a day after Mr Sangma
* formally quit the Sharad Pawar-led Nation-
alist Congress Party (NCP), of which he was
a founder-member, protesting against the lat-
ter’s impending tie-up with the Congress.
Emerging from his meeting with Mr Vaj-
payee, Mr Sangma said, “The NEPF will be
discussing over the next couple of days how
to contest the elections collectively against
the Congress in the North-East. In my meet-
ing with the PM, I discussed this.”
Mr Sangma is now scheduled to give politi-
cal shape to his NEPF, an alliance of non-Con-
oress and non-Left political parties in the re-

gion, which includes NCP and BJP leaders of,
the area. Once this takes shape, the new par-
ty is likely to join the NDA, helping the BJP
strengthen its position in the North-East,
where the party has begun to make inroads.

As things stand, the BJP is part of the gov-
ernments of Nagaland and Arunachal
Pradesh, while it has ruled out a political
arrangement with the Asom Gana Parishad
in Assam, where it has announced its inten-
tion of going it alone in the elections. How-
ever, Mr Sangma is keen to bring the AGPon
board.

NEPF leaders from different North-East-
ern states will meet here on Monday and
Tuesday to finalise the strategy of the forum,
which was formed to highlight the common
problems of the region, before the ensuing
general elections. High up on the agenda will
be the question of whether the NEPF will
join the NDA before the LS polls. However,
Mr Sangma has so far ruled out the possibil-
ity of joining the BJP.
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JALPAIGURI, Jan. 16. —
Militants belonging to the
KLO and the United
Liberation Front of Asom
are trying to infiltrate to the
Dhubri district of Assam
from the Jalpaiguri-Cooch
Behar belt and are trying to
pass to Bangladesh through
Tura in Meghalaya, claimed
intelligence reports today.

THE STATESM, M

According to them, these
militants have descended
from the Bhutan hills
during the RBA offensive
and were hidden in the
Jalpaiguri-Cooch  Behar
belt. Now they are trying to
sneak into Bangladesh.
Most of their leaders are
now in Bangladesh, where
they have some 20 camps.

17 JAN 2004

KLO, Ulfa sneaking into
Assam, say reports

Jalpaiguri SP Mr SN Gupta
denied any knowledge.

The uiltras, reportedly,
have 15-odd KLO ultras
including Mrinal Roy alias
Prem, brother of KPP
leader Mitali Roy and son
of former minister Mr
Jagadananda Roy, Bijoy
Burman alias Saparia.
— SNS



“Manipur miasma

(\‘\9 v Change in leadership no squtior% \'%\cﬂ'\

anipur legislators are yet to learn a lesson froth the
June 2001 unrest that forced them to flee to Delhi for
indulging in power games while the state’s territorial inte-
grity was under threat. There is no end to behind-the-
scene activities to topple the government. No chief min-
ister, even if he enjoys a comfortable majority, feels secure.
Ever since Okram Ibobi Singh assumed office in March
2002 he has been doing a balancing act to stay in power by
“buying” members from other smaller parties and is
determined to run a purely Congress government. On the
other hand, the Opposition Democratic People’s Alliance
of which the BIP is a constituent, wants him to step down
for failure to improve law and order. Unless the
Opposition manages to win over some Congress legislators
it is in no position to form an alternative government,
hence its insistence on President’s Rule.
On the face of it, the demand does not hold water be-
cause if this criterion is to be applied, Bihar and some
- other North-castern states will also have to be under
Article 356, Ibobi is yet to get on to good governance.
About 99,000 state employees have ceased work since the
beginning of December demanding, among others,
restoration of their right to withdraw from the GP Fund.
There seems to be little the chief minister can do to im-
prove the law and order situation with insurgents running
a paralle! administration. Rumblings in the Congress are
over Ibobi holding two posts — he is also MPCC chief and
must consider sticking to one. Meanwhile, the Centre
shouid help ease the state’s acute financial bupden by
waiving the Rs 400 crore overdraft, with a warning that 1t
should maintain strict financial discipline.
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