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New Delhi: The Union cabi-| [
i net on
Wednesday
decidedtoex-§ |
tend the term
of the Nana-
vati Commis-
gion, hy a
= month, de-
P Mukherjee fence minis.
ter Pranab Mukherjee said.

The Commission, probing
the 1984 riots in Delhi in the
aftermath of assassination of
Indira Gandhi, was set up on
QOctober 3, 2000 and its term
was to expire on December 31.

The panel has almost com-
pleted its job and it is in the
process of writing its report,
he said.

An official spokesman said
the Nanavati Commission
would bring out the sequence
- of events leading to and all
y the facts relating to the large-
scale violence and anti-Sikh
1 riots. The inquiry, she said,
- wasaimed at infusing a sense
- of security in the public and
the Sikh community en
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SC notice to Raja ~Kalyag faces.
Bhaiyya, UP

Our Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI, Nov. i7. —

The Supreme  Court
(coram, Aggarwal, Balasu-
bramanyam, JJ) today

issued notices to the Uttar
Pradesh food minister, Mr
Raja Bhaiyya, on a Special
Leave Petition challenging
the state Pota review com-
mittee’s decision to drop
all Pota charges against
the MLA.

The two-member state
review committee, headed
by retired High Court jud-
ge Mr Naseemuddin, had
in a decision on 30 April
2004 held that no prima
facie case was made out
against either Raja Bhaiyya
or his father and brother
and had directed the state
government  to  release
them forthwith. “No case is
made out against the appli-
cants under Pota and no
prima facie case is found

under Sec 3 and 4 of the
Act against any of them.”
the committee had said.
Police had charged Raja
Bhaiyya under the Arms
and Explosives Act and the
Prevention of Terrorism
Act. Today’s SLP was filed
by Sk. Shukla, brother of sl-
ain trade union leader Ajit
Sarkar. Raja Bhaiyya is a
key accused in the main
case relating to the matter.

Liberhan

NN S >

NEW DELHI, Nov 17. —
Former UP chief minister,
Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav,
today appeared for the first
time before the Liberhan
commission inquiring into
the Babri Masjid demoli-
tion, but sought more time
to make a statement on the
happenings at Ayodhya on
6 December 1992,

The commission accord-
ingly adjourned the proce-
edings to 2 and 3 Decem-
ber when Mr Singh under-
took to depose before it.

As soon as the hearing
began today, Mr Singh’s
counsel, Mr BB Saksena,
moved an application see-
king more time to allow
Mr Singh to “study the
records of the case”.

The Ayodhya commis-
sion had earlier asked Mr
Singh to appear before it
as a commission witness
on 6 November.

18 NOV 2004
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By P. Sunderarajan

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 12. The RJD
president and Railway Minister,
Lalu Prasad, today urged the
Liberhan Commission, probing
the Babri Masjid demolition, to
summon two journalists who
had “exposed” the role of the
former Union Home Minister,
LK. Advani, the former Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister, Uma
Bharti, and others in the case.
He told reporters that the two
journalists — Anita Pratap and

Jefferson K who were associated
with the New York-based Time
magazine — had, disguised as
kar sevaks, witnessed the role of
Mr. Advani, Ms. Bharti and oth-
ers in the demolition and got it
published in the issue of the
magazine dated December 21,
1992,

It was the responsibility of
the Commission to ask them to
depose before it.

Displaying a copy of the mag-
azine, Mr. Lalu Prasad said that
since the Commission’s tenure
had been extended by another
three months, Mr. Advani, Ms.
Bharti, and others should be
summoned afresh so that the
truth would come out.

He reiterated the allegation
he had made a week ago in Pat-
na that Mr. Advani was an “ab-
sconder” in the case relating to
a plot to kill Mohammed Ali Jin-
nah and said the former Home
Minister should “come clean”

on that case also.

There were six accused, in-
cluding Mr. Advani, in the case,
the trial for which was held in
Lahore, he charged.

All of them became abscon-
ders. Mr. Advani should clarify
the position.

‘BJP sidetracking issues’

Accusing the BJP and the
Sangh Parivar of sidetracking
real issues, he said that while
Mahatma Gandhi was known to
accept responsibility whenever
he broke the Imperialists’ law,
the saffron leaders did not have
the courage to do so and were
afraid of prosecution.

Asked about the Left parties’
criticism over the inclusion of
representatives of the World
Bank and Asian Development
Bank in the Planning Commis-
sion’s decision-making process,
Mr. Lalu Prasad said the best
talents within and outside the

> Summon two journalists,
« Lalu urges Liberhan panel

country should be used for the
country’'s development.

On the claim of the Deputy
Station Superintendent of Patna
Railway Station that he had
lodged a complaint against BJP
MPs, Sushil Kumar Modi and
Lalmuni Chaube, under duress,
Mr. Lalu Prasad said it made no
difference as the fact remained
that their associates had trav-
elled in the train misusing their
identity cards. He refuted the
charge that the case was politi-
cally motivated.

Cheap allegation: BJP
PTI reports:

Reacting to Mr. Lalu Prasad’s
charge that Mr. Advani was an
“absconder” in the Jinnah case,
the BJP president, M. Venkaiah
Naidu, told reporters that “it is
not worth responding to such
cheap and dirty allegations.”

Photograph on Page 11




84 riot probe

Judge stings
Sa JJ n, Con

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, September 7. Ar\,
L

THE CONGRESS has been
warding off Opposition att-
ack against “tainted” UPA le-
aders but now it would have
to defend one of its own MPs,
Sajjan Kumar, for evidence
points to his involvement in
the 1984 anti-Sikh riots.

Justice G.T. Nanavati, hea-
ding the probe into the riots,
said today that evidence had
been provided to him aga-
inst Kumar, who was acquit-
ted by a Delhi court in July
2003 and elected to the Lok
Sabha in the last elections.
The Nanavati commission
has wound up its final hear-
ings and will submit its re-
port in September.

Nanavati also indicted ail-
ing Congress leader H.K.L.
Bhagat, saying he had found
evidence of his involvement
as well. “There is evidence
against Sajjan Kumar and
HKL. Bhagat. They were
leading the mob and instigat-
ingthe crowd,” Nanavati told
NDTYV in an interview.

Kumar’s indictment is 1i-
kely to be used as a stick by
the Opposition to beat the
ruling coalition with. The
BJP has disrupted Parlia-
ment proceedings, demand-
ing the resignation of “taint-
ed” UPA ministers. The Con-
gress has hit back, charging
George Fernandes, Uma
Bharti and other NDA lead-
ers with the same offence.

Sajjan Kumar

The Nanavati panel how-
ever, exonerated other Con-
gress leaders, including Ka-
mal Nath and Jagdish Tytler,
saying no evidence had been
found against them.

Kumar has, however, alw-
ays denied the charges made
by rights groups, among oth-
ers, that he led mobs that kil-
led innocent Sikhs. The Del-
hi Police had closed all cases
against the Congress leader
without filing a charge-sheet
against him. The only case
that is still open is one filed
by the CBI on the basis of a
complaint by Anwar Kaur,
who had alleged that Kumar
led a mob that killed her hus-
band, Navin Singh, at Sultan-
puri in west Delhi.

Reacting to Nanavati’s in-
terview, Congress spokes-
man Abhishek Singhvi said
it was not proper for him to
speak to the media before
submitting his report. “It’s
surprising that just a few
months before the conclu-

sion of the inquiry, names /
are being mentioned.” /

E4
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“BJP pressured police, top

cop tells Gujarat riots

% DAY

HT Correspondent
Ahmedabad, August 31

BJP LEADERS pres-
sured junior police offi-
cers to go soft in riot in-
vestigations, prompting
them to disobey their su-
periors in the force, a for-
mer Gujarat intelligence
chief told the Godhra
probe panel today.

R.B. Sreekumar, who
became the additional
DGP (Intelligence) in Gu-
jarat in April 2002, short-
ly after the February ri-
ots that year, told the
Nanavati-Shah Commis-
sion that senior police of-
ficers in the state were
“depressed” after the ri-
ots. He explained, “They
were feeling handi-
capped in the perform-
ance of their duties as of-
ficers at the level of in-
spector were ignoring or-
ders of higher officers
due to instructions they
were receiving -directly
from political leaders of

ke T AR
Sreekumar arrivesto "
depose before the

Nanavati-Shah panel

the ruling party.”
Sreekumar said he
was making this state-
ment only in relation to
investigation of cases
and not about the riots
that had happened before
he became ADGP He
claimed privilege and de-
clined to name these po-
litical leaders. The situa-
tion was remedied only
after the first week of

THF HIDLISTAN TIMES

ots panel

May, he said, when offi-
cers — including police
commissioners — were
transferred after K.P.S.
Gill was flown in to take
charge of the situation.

Sreekumar himself
was transferred from his
sensitive post and put in
charge of police reforms
some time after he recom-
mended, in a letter to the
chief secretary, that ac-
tion be taken against the
VHP and Bajrang Dal for
inciting communal ha-
tred. He also contradicted
former Gujarat DGP
K.Chakravarthi’s claims,
saying the state Intelli-
gence Bureau had been
informed — five days be-
fore the Godhra carnage
— by the Lucknow police
about the return of kar
sevaks from Ayodhya.

Chakravarthi had said
in his affidavit as well as
cross-examination  re-
cently that Lucknow po-
lice had not passed on
such information.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEWDELHI, MAY 11 ,

IRKED by Uttar Pradesh
government’s repeated tactics
of seeking adjournment, the
Liberhan Commission, prob-
ing the demolition of disputed

_structure at Ayodhya, today

gave the state last opportunity
to advance its arguments on
the incident.

‘Warning that “the adjourn-
ment would not be granted
under any eventuality”, Justice
M.S. Liberhan, Chairman of
the Commission said: “The
state is directed to express its
opinion.”

' The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment was represented at the

ocate

Advocate AK. Srivastava.
Meanwhile, the All India

Muslim Personal Law Board

(AIMPLB), today said that it

BABRI
DEMOLITION

did not want to make any fur-
ther submission. “We do not
want to make any other oral
submission than whatever we
have already made during
the previous hearings,” AIM-
PLB’s counsel Bahar-u-
Barqi said.

Liberhan panel gives a
last change to ) UP

< d Commission by its
2/~ General Virender Bhatia and

%{dhad earlier said

it was unable to lay evidence
whether there was a conspir-
acy to demolish the disputed
structure on December - 6,
1992. However, it had said that
the incident was planned.

The Commission said after
the conclusion of Uttar
Pradesh government’s argu-
ments, counsel for respective
party will be heard and fixed
the next date of hearing for
May24.

_The Commission which
was constituted immediately
after the .demolition of the
Ramjapambhoomi ~ Babri
Masjid structure is hearing the
final arguments from the con-
testing parties.

NDIAN EXPRecq
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SIT to gnill

Likely to recomm W}J.d

HTC & Agencies r. C
Pune, February 11 R

THE SPECIAL investigating team
(SIT) probing the Telgi stamp paper
scam will question former Chief
Minister Vilasrao Deshmukh and
former Deputy Chief Minister Chh-
agan Bhujbal.

The SIT is also likely to recom-
mend departmental action against
some serving and retired police offi-
cers, who have been grilled in the
probe, or whose links have been es-
tablished with the scam. “The find-
ings of the scientific tests have to be
verified and we may question some
more people in this connection”, a
SIT official said.

Stamp scam kingpin Abdul Kar-
im Telgi has reportedly confessed to
having paid off former Deputy Chief
Minister Chhagan Bhujbal and
claimed that Vilasrao Deshmukh
had helped him get a license. Telgi
has undergone three types of truth
checks, which include a lie-detector
test, truth serum test and a brain-
mapping test. However, most coun-
tries do not accept the results of
these tests as evidence.

In his statement, Telgi reportedly
said Deshmukh and the Samajwadi
Janata Party MLA Anil Gote helped
him get a stamp paper license in 1994
— a charge refuted by Gote, who
claimed the government is involved
in a cover-up and is trying to protect
Bhujbal. However, Maharashtra Chief
Minister Sushil Kumar Shinde has
said there is no proof against Desh-
mukh or Bhujbal. “The investigations
are still on. Deshmukh has said he’ll
cooperate fully”, said Shinde.

Meanwhile, the special court on
Wednesday deferred the hearing of
the bail application of Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (DCP) Pradeep
Sawant. The hearing was deferred
as prosecution sought time to sub-

Court cases

FEBRUARY 8: Abdul Karim Telgi
admits bribing R.S. Sharma
FEBRUARY [0: Pune court hears
DCP Pradeep Sawant's bail plea.
Startling ‘disclosure’: Telgi

implicates Deshmukh
FEBRUARY Il: IPS officer
suspended

it was | who initiated, and

pursued, cases against
Telgi. So, his brain is bound
to generate vibrations and
send out strong signals at
the mention of my name.
And brain-mapping isnot y
acceptable in the court....

— CHHAGAN BHUJBAL

mit arguments. Sawant was arrest-
ed on January 7 in Mumbai under
the Maharashtra Control of Organ-
ised Crime Act (MCOCA) for al-
legedly shielding Telgi.

A Mumbai court is also expected
to hear former Mumbai Police Com-
missioner R.S. Sharma’s challenge of
the appointment of S.S. Suri as SIT
chief. In Bangalore, the CBI is trying
to get court permission to interro-

gate Telgi, who is in a Bangalore jail.
Meanwhile, former Deputy Chief
Minister of Maharashtra and senior
NCP leader Chhagan Bhujbal has
questioned the veracity of the nar-
co-analysis and brain mapping car-
ried out on Abdul Karim Telgi and
questioned the legal veracity of the
SIT report. Bhujbal also said he
would submit further proof of other
people involved in the stamp scam.

Vilasrao in Telgi case
action against gmlty IPSo

1cer§/

Parts of the report of the brain
mapping conducted on Telgi had
shown results that could implicate
Bhujbal as a beneficiary of Telgi’s
stamp scam. The investigating offi-
cers had reached this conclusion
based on the changes in signals em-
anating from Telgi’s brain after be-
ing asked questions about Bhujbal.

Addressing the media in Mumbai
on Wednesday, Bhujbal said such
tests were not acceptable in a court
of law and not considered authentic
anywhere in the world. “Narco-an-
alysis and brain mapping is not ac-
ceptable in a court of law. It’s not ad-
missible evidence. Such tests aren’t
accepted anywhere in the world”,
Bhujbal said.

Bhujbal also claimed it was he
who had destroyed Telgi’s empire.
“It was I who initiated, and pursued,
cases against Telgi. So, his brain is
bound generate vibrations and send
out strong signals at the mention of
my name”, Bhujbal said.

Bhujbal also accused Anil Gote,
who is said to have helped Telgi enor-
mously with his political contacts, of
funding the attempt to topple the Vi-
lasraoc Deshmukh-led Maharashtra
government in June 2002. “The
funds for this came from Gote and
the six people involved in the whole
episode have links with Gote and
Telgi. Gote is the jigri dost of BJP
leader Gopinath Munde and used
this connection to secure things for
Telgi from the Centre”, Bhujbal said.

Meanwhile, Maharashtra Chief
Minister Sushilkumar Shinde said
on Wednesday that the Congress
would cooperate as a party and gov-
ernment in any inquiry by the SIT
in this matter. Telgi’s brain-mapping
had shown results implicating sen-
jor Congress minister Ashok Cha-
van. On the other hand, Vilasrao
Deshmukh has said he will cooper-
ate with the SIT inguiry.




"IN CAMERA ON BABARI-EVE

‘Liberhan

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Feb. 9. —
The Liberhan Ayodhya
Commission, probing the
sequence of events leading
to the Babari Masjid demoli-
tion, for the first time today
viewed a video cassette
showing Mr Atal Behati
Vajpayee addressing a rally
at Ayodhya, a day before the
structure was razed.

In the cassette, supplied
by the UP police intelii-
gence, Mr Vajpayee was
seen — and heard — telling
his audience that he had
wanted to go to Ayodhya,
but was stopped by other
leaders. (He also said he
was unaware what would
happen the next day, 6 Dec-
ember 1992, PTI] adds).

Amrinder
buzzes PM

NEW DELHI, Feb.9.—In
a major security breach, a
Punjab government plane
carrying chief minister Mr
Amrinder Singh flew
dangerously close to the
Prime Minister's residence
this evening.
The Beach King aircraft
flew very low around 5 p.m.
over the area that has been
a “no-fly zone” ever since
the 9/11 aftacks in the
USA. Investigation by
intelligence agencies
revealed that the pilot had
deviated from his path en
route to Safdarjung Airport
because of birds on his
flight path. — SNS
Details on page 5

THE STATESMAN

Interpreting a Supreme
Court order, Mr Vajpayee said though the court had
banned kar seva at the disputed site, there was no such
bar on bhajans and kirtans, which would require a shami-
ana to be erected to take care of the people in winter.
The cassette also contained excerpts of Mr LK Advani’s
address at the same rally.

The cassette, which has been with the commission for
some time, was shown at the request of the then DM and
SSP of Faizabad, Mr RN Shrivastava and Mr DB Roy.
Appearing for the two, lawyer Mr IB Singh said security
at the disputed site on 6 December 1992 was “not insuffi-
cient”. “That the structure was demolished could not be a
scale to determine that security was insufficient,”

He also accused the then Union government of Mr PV
Narasimha Rao of confining the commission’s terms of
reference to probing the events till 6 December. The
cut-off date should have been 8 December since con-
struction of the makeshift temple at the disputed site
continued till that date. “The events of 7 and 8 Dec-
ember are not covered though they were in continuity,”
Mr Singh said.
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HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 5

THE LOK Sabha Speaker
on Thursday ignored the
Congress demand to put
on record the Delhi High
Court judgment absolving
Rajiv Gandhi and his fam-
ily in the Bofors case.
Immediately after the
House met on Thursday,
Congress member Shivraj

~ Patil demanded that the fi-

nal verdict of the high
court be made part of the
proceedings since the ac-
cusations against Rajiv
and his family formed
part of the record.

“Sericus accusations
had been flung at Rajiv
and his family, who had
been tortured in the most
despicable manner since
1987,” Patil said.

Even before Patil could
complete his statement,
BJP and Shiv Sena mem-
bers made a counter-de-
mand that the report of the
Phukan panel clearing
George Fernandes be also
placed on record.

The Opposition mem-
bers objected to the BJP-
Sena demand, saying that
the commission report was
only an interim one. The

Congress members also

THE HIDUST AN TIMES

Record row

Shivraj Patil demanded
that the HC verdict be
made part of the LS
proceedings since the
accusations against
Rajiv and his family
formed part of the
record

BJP and Shiv Sena
made a counter-
demand that the report
of the Phukan panel
clearing George
Fernandes be aiso
placed on record

Rajiv Gandhi

raised objections over what
they perceived as “equating
of the HC with a judicial
commission.

Once the Congress
leader finished his state-
ment amid considerable

“Speaker rejects Cong
demand on Bofor

09’) n
9 @ w4
din, the Speaker directed
that the Question Hour be
taken up. This put an end
to the early morning con-
troversy and also the Con-

gress’s demand.

In Rajya Sabha, the
Congress members dis-
rupted the proceedings
for 30 minutes demanding
an apology from the gov-
ernment after Arun Jait-
ley said the CBI could con-
sider moving a higher
court in the Bofors case.

Inresponse to Congress
member Arjun Singh’s
contention that the House
should concur with the
fact that Rajiv was unnec-
essarily persecuted for 17
years, Jaitley said it was
not an appropriate occa-
sion to make such a men-
tion as the CBI could con-
sider moving a higher

-court in this regard.

Following this, agitated
Congress members asked
the government to apolo-
gise for tarnishing the im-
age of the Gandhi family.
When Kapil Sibal started to
speak, Jaitley said he
should bear in mind that he
was a counsel for the Bofors
case. Sibal pointed out that
Jaitley too was a counsel in
the case in which he ap-
peared for the prosecution.
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HT Correspondent9 \A‘}\
New Delhi, Jan 16

THE LIBERHAN Commis-
sion - probing incidents re-
lating to the Babri mosque
demolition - has decided to
resume final arguments
from January 30, while
keeping open the option of
examining former Uttar
Chief Minister Kalyan
Singh.

In an order passed by the
panel here on Friday, its
Chairman Justice M.S.
Liberhan said: “Without
prejudice to its stand before
Delhi High Court on sum-
moning and examination of
Kalyan, counsel for the par-
ties are directed to resume
the final arguments and file
written submissions to con-
clude the arguments by Feb-
ruary 25 since no adjourn-

ment would be given under
any circumstances”.

He further observed that,
in view of the government
notification extending the
panel’'s term only upto
March 31, 2004, and the stay
order granted by the High
Court in the writ petition
filed by Kalyan, the commis-
sion is compelled to hear re-
sumed arguments from the
stage where they were ad-
journed on the request of
counsel for the parties other
than that of the Union gov-
ernment.

“In case Kalyan is exam-
ined by the panel at any
stage, the parties would be
at liberty to address addi-
tional arguments in the
light of his testimony or of
any other person”, the com-
mission further said.

Centre’s counsel Lala

Ram Gupta, who had con-
cluded the final arguments,
said he would add to the ar-
guments only if Kalyan was
examined.

It may be recalled that the
High Court had, on Novem-
ber 21, 2003, restored
Kalyan’'s petition against
his summoning by the pan-
el. The court had directed
the panel not to take coer-
cive steps to force the for-
mer Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister to appear before it
as witness till the petition
was disposed of.

The commission had is-
sued summons to Singh fol-
lowing his public statement
alleging that there was a big
conspiracy behind the dem-
olition of the disputed
structure. Singh has refused
to depose before the com-
mission as a witness on the

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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1 erhan to Te resume hearing

i 4

lyan Singh

ground that it will adversely
affect his defence in the
criminal case relating to the
demolition pending in a CBI
court in UP.

The petition, which has
been restored, was dis-
missed as “infructuous” on
April 1, 2003, after conclu-
sion of recording of evi-
dence by the commission,

-



